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Mascot takes third in contest, 
but some see effort as busywork
by Will Martin ’14 
 and Becca Goldman ’15

From Feb. 25 to March 27, 
KO students, faculty and alumni 
worked tirelessly to help its 
mascot, KOKO the Wyvern, win 
recognition as the country’s third 
most unique  high school mascot. 
The Wyvern made it all the way to 
the national round, winning third 
place over the Sugarbeater of 
Chinook High School in Montana, 
with a total of 1,783,538 votes. 

But some KO students 
questioned whether the online 
contest was worth the time 
and energy devoted to i t . 

The contest, sponsored by 
USA Today, started with 255 school 
mascots nominated and fighting 
to earn their place at the top of 
the mascot pyramid. The schools 
first competed in a state round 
against other nearby contestants. 

The rounds lasted a week, 
during which people could vote 
online for the mascot of their choice 
as many times as they wanted. 

At the end of the round, the 51 
winners with the most votes battled 
it out in a similar round of regional 
competitions. The six winners of 

the regional competitions, which 
lasted two weeks, moved onto 
the final national competition.

KO won the state and regional 
competitions and came in third  
place in the national competition 
following the Centralia Orphans, 
from Centralia, Ill., with 25,392,806 
votes in first place, and the Carbon 
Dinos from Price, Utah, with 
13,089,518 votes in second place. 

On the day before the voting 
closed, Spanish Teacher Juan 

Martinez spoke to the Upper School 
to raise awareness of the competi-
tion and get more people to vote. 

“I was just a front person for 
a lot of people who were involved 
in it,” he said. “I put something 
together, but I thought it was 
going to be [Director of Commu-
nications Michelle] Murphy or 
[Director of Athletics Sue] Cabot, 
and they both kind of left it up to 
me, so I went up there,” he said. 

Mr. Martinez said that he was 

pleased by the turnout of the voting 
and the unity that it instilled in the 
KO community. “If truth be told, 
this is a costume filled with stuffing, 
but we voted for it because of what 
it represents to the [KO commu-
nity],” he said. “Every form voted; 
it was good to see everyone care.”

Mr. Martinez said he was also 
excited by the alumni’s support for 
their alma mater. “The forgotten 
form, ‘Form 7,’ really made the 
difference; they were voting not 

just once or twice, but for hours,” 
he said.  Mr. Martinez added that 
he would love to see KO partici-
pate similar contests in the future.

Students expressed varying 
opinions of the contest as a 
whole. “It was just very annoying 
because people got really obses-
sive, and it kind of made us feel 
bad, like if we weren’t voting, 
we were being a bad Wyvern,” 
freshman Jeanna Willis said. 

Others agreed. “I thought 
it was kind of stupid,” freshman 
Gabby Mammet said. “I’m disap-
pointed in the website because 
you can vote more than once, 
so it’s not like you can just vote 
once and be done, but no, we’ve 
got to vote for like four hours.”

Mr. Martinez disagreed with 
the notion that the contest distracted 
students from more productive 
activities. “The sad truth is that all 
of those students would have been 
procrastinating anyway,” he said.

Other students viewed the 
contest more positively.  “I thought 
we put up a good fight going 
against larger schools with more 
people,” sophomore Cameron 
Diaz said. “It’s impressive that we 
got this far in the competition.” 

Director of Athletics Sue Cabot, left, Head of School Dennis Bisgaard, and KOKO celebrate Wyvern’s win. ( Photo by
Michelle Murphy)

Kruger, DeBerry shine at World Debate
by Maddie Pazzani ’14

Senior Rudy DeBerry 
and junior Sophie Kruger found 
success while competing in 
Durban, South Africa, at the 
World Individual Debating and 
Public Speaking Championships. 

At this weeklong event, 
held from March 29 to April 5 at 
Clifton School, Rudy and Sophie 
went head-to-head with speakers 
from across the globe while 
exploring international culture. 

The 124 competitors hailed 

from 18 geographically diverse 
countries: Australia, Bermuda, 
Botswana, Canada, Cyprus, 
England, Germany, Hong Kong, 
India, Latvia, Lithuania, Mauri-
tius, Oman, Pakistan, South Africa, 
South Korea, United Arab Emir-
ates, United States, and Zimbabwe. 
Although English was not the 
first language for all speakers, 
every event was held in English. 

Rudy, Sophie and the other 
speakers saw the World Cup 
stadium, watched traditional Zulu 
dancing, and went to a safari park. 

Sophie competed in extem-
poraneous debate, interpretive 
reading, impromptu speaking, and 
persuasive speaking. She broke 
through the competition and made 
it to finals for her persuasive speech 
about menstruation in Pakistan. 

“It’s a very competitive 
category, so I was surprised when I 
saw my name on the screen saying 
I made it to finals,” said Sophie. “I 
chose a risky topic, so I’m glad it 
was received well by the judges.” 

Despi te  her  competi -
tive  success, Sophie said that 

the highlight of the event was 
“talking to the international kids 
and just learning what their lives 
are like,” she said. “I talked a lot 
with the girls from Cyprus about 
the political unrest there. It made 
me inspired to go into politics 
even more than I already am.”.

Rudy agreed that creating 
relationships with students from 
around the world made the champi-
onship a unique debate experience. 
When he wasn’t competing in his 
four events, which were debate, 
interpretive reading, impromptu, 

and after dinner speaking, he 
was getting to know kids from 
other countries. “Worlds helped 
me realize that people really 
aren’t that different no matter 
where they’re from,” said Rudy. 
“We had a good time just talking 
about our lives and comparing 
linguistic differences, especially 
when it comes to fries and chips.” 

The two also agreed that it 
was interesting to see the different 
styles of debate from different 

Continued on page 7
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Blumenthal advocates advanced 
background checks on gun sales
by Sarah Gianni ’14 
     and Katherine Gianni ’14

(Note: The following inter-
view with Senator Blumenthal was 
conducted before the U.S Senate 
decided not to adopt new gun legis-
lation that would have expanded 
background checks on gun sales.)

Senator Richard Blumen-
thal is the senior United States 
Sen. representing the state 
of Connecticut as a member 
of  the Democrat ic  Party.  

He also serves on the Judi-
ciary Committee as well as the 
Committees on Armed Services; 
Commerce; Science and Trans-
portation; and Veterans’ Affairs.  

Before being sworn into 
the United States Senate on 
January 5, 2011, Sen. Blumen-
thal served five terms as 
Connecticut’s Attorney General, 
fighting for people against large 
and powerful special interests.

In an exclusive interview, 
Sen. Blumenthal described many 
different prominent projects and 
legislative initiatives, including 
background checks for ammuni-
tion sales, new safety initiatives 
in schools, and repealing the 

DOMA (Defense of Marriage Act).  
“I think we are at a critical 

turning point,” said Sen. Blumen-
thal when asked his opinion on 
Connecticut’s recently passed 
law that includes restrictions 
on weapons and large-capacity 
ammunition magazines.  “I think 
Connecticut’s new law provides 
an example of what we can do at 
the federal level, and I have been 
campaigning for similar measures 
to be taken at the federal level.” 

One of the main issues 
that Sen. Blumenthal hopes 

to change is the lack of back-
ground checks required for all 
ammunition sales and specifi-
cally for individuals purchasing 
guns at private shows and sales. 

“A convicted felon can 
walk into a Wal-Mart and buy a 
cart full of ammunition, no ques-
tions asked,” said Sen. Blumen-
thal.  “I propose a law to back-
ground check for ammunition 
sales, which would also extend to 
private sales and gun show sales.” 

On the topic of guns, Sen. 
Blumenthal also talked about 

his stance on new safety initia-
tives at schools.  “All decisions 
on school safety should be made 
locally, but the federal govern-
ment should help when it comes 
to funding,” he said.  “There is 
no one-size-fits-all approach 
that works; decisions have to be 
made on a town-by-town basis.” 

In this current digital age, a 
large majority of political conver-
sation has moved from TV, radio, 
or print, onto various social media 
sites, one of the most predomi-
nant being Facebook.  “I use all 

social media,” said Sen. Blumen-
thal.  “I think it is more effective 
than TV, radio, or print…Social 
media is often a great way to reach 
out, but it has to be attractive.”  

However, he pointed out that 
there are downfalls when it comes 
to expressing political opinion 
online, especially on Facebook.  
“Facebook brings out a different 
side of people,” said Sen. Blumen-
thal.  “I have found that talking to 
people one-on-one is better than 
communicating via Facebook post.”   

He said it’s hard to debunk 
various myths that can quickly 
spread to a large number of 
people when posted online. In 
the current debate over gun laws, 
he pointed out, misinforma-
tion over social media sites can 
quickly spread to a huge number 
of people, causing heated debate 
fueled by inaccurate information.

“I believe in the Second 
Amendment,” said Sen. Blumen-
thal. “We’re not trying to take away 
any other type of gun, just assault 
rifles.” But with the inaccurate posts 
online, he said, “there are all these 
myths that have been propagated.” 

On social media sites he 

84 students lead Team Tobati 
on 15th journey to Paraguay
by  Dylan Borruso ‘15

from working and went head to 
head in a dance competition.  The 
groups spent time working with 
the dance teacher from the Macchi 
School to learn an intricate dance 
which they performed in front of 
a panel of  judges.  According to 
Mr. Garcia, the dance competition 
worked to facilitate team bonding.  

K i n g s w o o d  O x f o r d 
students had many unique oppor-
tunities throughout the trip 
including hearing a speech by 
the United States ambassador 
to Paraguay James Thessin.  

The Kingswood Oxford 
volunteers also helped out 
a t  a  c h i l d r e n ’s  c a r n i v a l 
held in Team Tobati Plaza. 

At the end of the trip, 
awards were given to Kingswood 
Oxford students who demonstrated 
outstanding community involve-
ment. Sophomore Mike Scappat-
icci won the Mr. Amestad award 
for being very outgoing on the trip. 

In addition to the King-
swood Oxford and Macchi School 

Students, there were an additional  
22 volunteers on the trip: the 
women’s soccer team from the 
Stevens Institute of Technology in 
New Jersey.  The soccer team played 
a close match against the local 
team “Olympia” and helped with 
some of the major work projects.  

“It was really great to 
connect with the people and fasci-
nating to see how they lived,” said 
sophomore Rebecca Goldman.  

S o p h o m o r e  H a i l e y 
Guyette expressed similar 
views. “I had a lot of fun on the 
trip helping people,” she said.

Mr. Garcia said that, in 
addition to Kingswood Oxford 
students enjoying the trip, the 
students from the Macchi School 
also enjoyed spending time with 
the volunteers.  “The relation-
ship between the two schools 
grows more each year,” he said.  

M r.  G a r c i a  s a i d  h e 
hopes to continue to grow 
the trip in the coming years. 

 

During this year’s spring 
break, 84 students from King-
swood Oxford traveled to Tobati, 
Paraguay to participate in the 15th 
annual Team Tobati trip.  Over 
the 10 day stay, students lived 
with local families and volun-
teered at several local facilities.  

The students worked on 
multiple projects throughout the 
trip. “The main projects were 
building three classrooms in three 
separate villages,” said Spanish 
teacher Ronald Garcia.  “We also 
built a sidewalk at Team Tobati 
Plaza and worked on smaller 
projects.” The smaller proj-
ects included everything from 
painting a playground to tending 
sugar cane fields and handing out 
dental supplies in remote villages.

The 84 students were 
broken up into 10 work teams.  
The teams then rotated through 14 
work projects. “We tried to have 
all the groups go to all the proj-
ects,” said Mr. Garcia.  In addition 
to the students from Kingswood 
Oxford, a couple of students from 
the Macchi School, a school built 
and maintained by Team Tobati 
and Mr. Garcia’s family, were 
paired with each group. “By 
assigning students from Paraguay 
to work with groups every day, 
it becomes easier for students to 
know each other,” Mr. Garcia said.  

The groups took a break 

Lydia Bailey wins 
Speakers’ Forum  
by Dylan Borruso ‘15

On Friday, April 12, the 
six finalists from the sopho-
more class’s Speakers’ Forum 
interpretive reading tourna-
ment competed in front of the 
entire Upper School community. 

Sophomore Lydia Bailey 
earned first place and Joan 
Burzymowska won second. Matt 
Guerrera took third followed 
by Casey Barter,  Rebecca 
Goldman and Shreya Karak.

According to English teacher 
Asha Appel, Speakers’ Forum is 
primarily a way for sophomores 
to practice their public speaking 
skills.  “It’s a great way to help 
kids recognize the importance 
of diction, and it’s a great way 
to learn about public speaking 
and interpreting text,” she said. 

Sophomore Max Bash agreed 
that this contest was effective in 

honing the students’ public speaking 
skills. “It’s a really good experi-
ence because you don’t usually 
get a chance to work on public 
speaking in high-school” Max said.  

S t u d e n t s  s p e n t  t w o 
weeks working on their pieces, 
which they then performed in 
front of their English classes. 

Each class chose two final-
ists who then advanced to the 
semifinals where they performed 
again, this time in front of a panel 
of judges who chose the six who 
would advance to the finals. 

Ms. Appel said there 
are normally only five final-
ists, however this year due to 
a tie, six students advanced to 
perform at Friday’s assembly.

Students were judged on 
their familiarity with the piece, 
their performance of the piece, 
the introduction they gave, 

Continued on page 6

Team Tobati members and Paraguyans celebrate the group’s 15th trip to 
Paraguay by gathering in front of the Macchi School. Photo by Ronald Garcia

Continued on page 9.

Speakers Forum finalists, from left, Lydia Bailey, Joan Burzymowska, Casey 
Barter, Matt Guerrera, Rebecca Goldman and Shreya Karak. Photo by Brenda 
Semmelrock.

Juniors Sarah Gianni, left, and Katherine Gianni, right, pose with U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal. Photo by Joe Gianni
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by Maddie Pazzani ’14

Senior slide can 
be contagious

The KO News staff has noticed and 
observed a “steep” senior slide this spring. 
This spring’s senior slide has moved 
from the actual seniors themselves, into 
their surrounding students and teachers. 

With understandable logic, it is 
common for seniors who have mostly 
decided on what they will be doing and 
what college they will be attending after 
graduation, to relax and be less serious 
about their course work. Terms such as 
“slacking” and “slipping” have been used. 
This time of year, seniors do not put in as 
much effort, or do nearly as much work. 

If teachers assign a large amount of work 
to a class with a fair number of seniors during 
the last half of the second semester, most 
seniors would do little to none of that work. 

Teachers have come to realize this, 
and most have adjusted accordingly. The 
KO News staff wonders: Does this mean 

that there is also a “teacher senior slide?” 
Teachers  a re  the  ones  who 

allow their senior students to do this. 
Are they fueling the senior slide?

While all of this is occurring, it is often 
that there are juniors in these courses who 
are being affected by this too. Juniors, who 
are in the height of the year and the height 
of their academic careers and have constant 
pressure to learn and receive noteworthy 
grades. The combination of a senior slide 
and a teacher slide could not possibly have 
a positive or worthwhile effect on the many 
juniors participating in high-level courses. 

We ask teachers to remember the 
juniors who still need to get into college 
and need more of a benefit from a class 
that is on a rapid downhill. Teachers 
may hold the power here, and could 
find the key to a change in what has 
been happening. Remember the juniors! 

Juniors buried
in applications

We as the staff of the KO News 
have felt extremely overwhelmed during 
the past few weeks with the plethora of 
applications for spots in clubs next year. 

The applications, submissions, or 
speeches for Senior Advisor, prefect, 
Shield and Dragon, epic, Student Govern-
ment, Retrospect, Forensic Union, and the 
Gwendolyn Brooks Poetry contest are all 
due with in a matter of two or so weeks. 

On top of all of these applica-
tions, we are expected to keep up with 
nightly homework as well as prepare for 
the upcoming AP, SAT, and ACT exams.

And that is not all. For numerous 
groups there is not only an application but also 
an interview that students must prepare for.

The application for the KO News 
was due in early February. While at the 
time it seemed like a burden, we all have 

come to appreciate the timing of  the 
due date of this application. We never 
anticipated this “application overload.”

Some students are put off by the 
number of applications that are due during 
this time period. This causes them to not be 
able to do their best job on each applica-
tion, which will hurt them in the long run.

Other students have chosen not to 
apply for any roles because they don’t 
even want to take on the challenge of  
successfully filling out the  applications. 

While we understand that this may be 
a logical time for many clubs to have appli-
cations due, we wonder if there is some 
better way to  space out the due dates instead 
of having April be the month of choice.

We hope that this is taken into consid-
eration next year. Doing so will increase both 
the  quality and quantity of the applications.

If you’ve spent more than five minutes 
with any member of the junior class these 
past few weeks, you’ve probably figured out 
that this is a difficult time of year for us. I 
got up during a class last week to hole-punch 
a piece of paper, and I happened to catch 
a glimpse of a handful of seniors playing 
frisbee on the green. More than anything, I 
wanted to crumple my worksheet into a ball, 
fast forward a year, and start my senior slide. 

I spent that week fully convinced 
that there could be nothing worse than to 
shoulder an overachiever’s burden while all 
the wonders of being a teenager were calling 
my name. Looking back on it, I was prac-
tically begging for a reality check. I wish 
that my reality check came in the form of, 
say, working in a soup kitchen instead of 
the Boston marathon bombing, but it did. 

There isn’t a clear way for me to 
condense my thoughts on this subject. 
The thing that strikes me the most is that 
I wasn’t too surprised when I got the “did 
you hear?” text from my mom. I finished 
the homework assignment I was working 
on, drove home, then joined my parents 
to watch the news with mild curiosity. Of 
course I became more interested as the story 
progressed and more information came to 
light, but I haven’t been waiting for the 
press releases with bated breath, either.

To me, the Boston bombing is 
just new addition to a long list of simi-
larly awful events. Sandy Hook. Aurora. 
Tucson. Fort Hood, and many others. I 
fully understand that each of these events 
has unique circumstances behind it and that 
the Boston bombing was a terrorist attack, 
not the work of a disturbed individual. 
However, I can remember running through 
the same emotions following all of them. 

There is the predictable shock, 
followed by horrified fascination with each 
new detail released to the public. Next comes 
mourning for the victims, and finally convic-
tion that something this bad could never 
happen again. The media eventually stops 
showing breaking news reports, and we all 
begin to discuss other topics at the dinner 
table until the next tragedy comes along.

Maybe my reaction shows a level 
of disillusionment more appropriate in a 
Hemingway novel than this column, but 

I think that it shows something serious is 
happening to our generation. The only world 
we know is a post- 9/11 society, which has 
inevitably shaped our respective world-
views. This time of life is when we begin 
to define our personalities; unfortunately, 
we are coming of age in an age defined 
by shootings, violence, and terrorism.   

Looking forward, I wonder how these 
recent tragedies will affect us. Right now, 
my main concern is getting into college, 
but once that happens, I’ll be a hop, skip, 
and a jump away from adulthood. The real 
world. Leaving the comfort and safety of 
my parents’ home doesn’t frighten me, but 
entering a world where events like these are 
becoming increasingly commonplace does.

I don’t envision a culture where events 
like the Boston bombing are brushed aside, 
but at the same time, it doesn’t show signs 
of stopping anytime soon. I can’t propose a 
clear, simple solution, and if there were one, 
it would have been found long ago. Hope-
fully minds cleverer than mine will one day 
create permanent change that will make 
the Boston bombing the last of its kind. 

As for me, I don’t think there’s much 
I can do to help. As much as I would like to 
think that spreading love and peace wher-
ever I go would solve the problem, I’m 
a pragmatist to the core, and I doubt that 
method will make a tangible difference. I 
still don’t know what will. Although I am 
unwilling to accept that the world I have to 
enter in a few short years is rife with these 
types of events, it seems to me that I have 
no choice but to soldier on. I’ll just have 
to hope for the best and cross my fingers 
that the next national heartbreak won’t 
incite entirely new levels of fear and sorrow.

Like a lot of people, I’m scared. But I 
am also proud to live in America, the home 
of the brave. A large part of current politics is 
partisan disputes, and maybe this event will 
serve as a reality check to the White House, 
too. Suddenly battles between right and 
left don’t seem important when compared 
to delivering justice. I have no doubts that 
the surviving suspect will receive his come-
uppance, and I can only have faith that the 
scores of innocent people directly affected 
by this tragedy will come to peace one day 
with what needlessly happened to them. 

Responding to 
national tragedy

Have an opinion? Send your 
perspective to Katherine Gianni

at gianni.k.14@k‑o.org.
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Ethics in a dark time: take a look
by Max Bash ’15

Like any person with good 
taste in music, I’ve always been 
a fan of the two-time Grammy 
Award-winning group Bon Iver.  

Together, the band has  
produced favorites such as “Skinny  
Love”and “For Emma,” both slow 
ballads on their album “For Emma, 
Forever Ago.”  Both hits are 
perfect for long car rides, peaceful 
snow days, or rainy afternoons. 

Unfortunately for me and 
all my fellow Bon Iver fans out 
there, the group’s mastermind 
and front man, Justin Vernon, 
announced late last year that he 
would be “winding it down” with 
Bon Iver to pursue other musical 

ventures, including the production 
of a new album with a new band.

The band, The Shouting 
Matches, of which Vernon is 
also the front man, released 
their debut album, “Grownass 
Man,” April 9 (on iTunes),  
just days before performing at 
the Coachella Music Festival.

When I first began listening 
to the album, I expected Vernon’s 
signature falsetto and somber 
guitar licks – songs I could 
listen to on a rainy day – but I 
was pleasantly surprised with 
something totally different. 

Instead, Vernon, along with 
band mates, Phil Cook (guitar/
piano/vocals) and Brian Moen 
(drums), introduce a distorted 

bluesy sound with deeper and 
rougher vocals akin to The Black 
Keys and The White Stripes.

by Virginia Villa ‘14

New sound from Bon Iver’s Justin Vernon

In today’s dark times, light 
tries to peek past the clouds that are 
national tragedies, but somehow the 
clouds manage to stay right in their 
spot.  Even on the sunniest of days, 
things can take a turn for the worst.

On one of the most beautiful 
days in recent memory, our nation 
was attacked.  The impact has been 
felt everywhere.  Like a shockwave, 
the bombings at the Boston Mara-
thon on Monday, April 15 have 
once again left a grieving nation. 

With over 170 people 
injured and three people dead, 
one can only imagine what type 
of madman would commit an 
atrocity like this; however, that 
isn’t the point of this article. 

While this event was tragic, 

we can’t hit rewind and stop it from 
happening, but only try to prevent 
similar attacks in the future.  Our 
country is mourning, but there are 
a select few who keep interfering.

A n  u n f o r t u n a t e  a n d 
sadistic consequence of our era 
is that there will be victims and 
they can be among the people 
who have spent the least time 
on this Earth and maybe had 
the most to offer humanity.

You all know that the 
massacre in Sandy Hook took the 
lives of 20 first graders, but you 
may not be aware that the nightmare 
continued after the horrible atrocity. 

Almost every single funeral 
was interrupted by two groups: 
the Westboro Baptist Church 
and sleazy journalists.  Sadly, 
under the First Amendment of 

our Constitution, these people 
are allowed to do what they do.

The Founders may not 
have had in mind that funeral 
pickets and sneaking into private 
funerals would occur, and that’s 
fine, but whatever happened to 
ethics? Today’s times may be 
dark, but we can still be civilized.

Many reporters after Sandy 
Hook wanted to capture the true 
essence of what victim’s families 
were feeling. Some went to bound-
aries many would dare not go. 

A N Y D a i l y  N e w s 
reporter snuck into a private 
funeral of one of the victims and 
secretly taped the entire thing.

Asking the family for time 
to talk is one thing, but secretly 
recording a funeral is way off 
limits. Imagine if someone you 

knew was the victim. Imagine 
sitting next to a reporter at their 
funeral, knowing that they were 
recording the entire thing so that 
millions of other people could try 
to get to know who your best friend 
really was. You’d probably go nuts.

Now envision someone 
protesting that funeral. Way 
more common than reporters 
sneaking in  i s  the  West-
boro Baptist Church pickets. 

They go all across America 
and protest private funerals because 
they believe that these deaths 
were a result of the wrath of God. 

Not only do they protest mili-
tary funerals and funerals resulting 
from tragedies such as Sandy Hook, 
but also the funerals of the victims 
of the Boston bombings. Luckily, 
the Knights of Columbus success-

fully kept out these protesters 
at the Sandy Hook funerals and 
allowed for a peaceful burial. 

Everyone has a right to 
protest, but I believe that there is 
a time and place for everything. If 
you think like the WBC or have any 
beliefs for that matter, I just ask one 
thing: protest in the right places. 

If you disagree with the 
war, march on Washington, D.C, 
not at a funeral. The last thing 
a mourning family needs is to 
hear what awful things someone 
thinks about their beloved 
family member when they’re 
trying to put him or her to rest.

T h e r e  m a y  b e  l a w s 
granting you the right to be 
there, but it doesn’t mean that 
anyone should be. Be ethical; 
it’s the least anyone can do.

Though this album is a 
complete 180 from what I’m 
used to as a Bon Iver fan, I 

am intrigued and impressed. 
“Grownass Man” not only 

gives off chill, relaxed vibes in 
songs like “I Need a Change” and 
“Gallup, NM,” but also evokes high 
energy in stand outs like “Heaven 
Knows” and “Mother, When?” 

The well-correlated guitar 
work, Moen’s spot-on rhythm, 
and some intense harmonica solos 
make for an enjoyable, albeit 
different, masterpiece album  
from Vernon, who’s warmth and 
candor is apparent throughout. 

I miss Bon Iver as much 
as the next person, but I can 
safely say that The Shouting 
Matches’ debut album is a 
job well done that everyone 
should definitely take a listen to. 

The cover artwork from The Shouting Matches debut album.  (Photo courtesy 
of Google Images)

Reconsider National Day of Silence 
As one of the few gay 

students in the KO community I 
obviously have an opinion when 
it comes to topics reguarding 
gay people. Friday, April 19 was 
the National Day of Silence, 
which is a day devoted to 
people protesting bullying and 
harassment of LGBT people. 

I participated in the National 
Day of Silence in freshman year 
as a gayby (young gay person).  
I know most people reading 
this are in shock that I was able 
to not talk for an entire day; (I 
was too).  However, since then 
I have thought about the day of 
silence and have come to the 
conclusion that it is not effective. 

As a rather radical person, 
I don’t find silent or non-violent 
protests effective.  That may 
sound horrible to some people, 
but I don’t really care, and 
because of this I find the National 
Day of Silence ineffective. 

As an obnoxious person my 
gay motto is “Loud and Proud,” 
and I believe that is the most 
important motto for any young 
gay person who is being bullied. 

A day that is devoted to 
LGBT youth and allies being silent 
seems odd to me.  If there is some-
thing that would affect the mindset 
of bullies less than that, please 
point it out to me because I don’t 
know if I can think of anything. 

When I did my day of silence 
freshman year, I walked by a junior 
who shall not be named, who said, 
“Wow that, is something Peavy 
would do,” which upset me a lot 
mostly because  being silent is not 
something I would do, but thank 
you stupid junior who is probably 
doing nothing with his life now.  
However, it also upset me because 
this is a protest against bullies 
THAT DOES NOT AFFECT 
BULLIES WHATSOEVER!

It would be easier for me 
to give bullies a list of gay slurs 
they could call me on the national 
day of silence, and the worst part 
is THE GAY KIDS AND THEIR 
ALLIES ARE SILENCED!

I couldn’t respond to the idiot 
junior because I WAS SILENCED. 
The idea of making all the gay 
people in a single place silent in 
order to protest bullies is stupid 
and useless.  There are accounts of 
kids who see the day of silence kids 

the next day coming into school 
talking about “Straight Pride” 
(don’t get me started on the idea 
of a Straight Pride day) and then 
quoting the bible at LGBT youth 
and allies.  These kids are then 
remembering they’re supposed 
to be submissive and silent so 
they let these idiots say these 
things to them, and that’s how the 
LGBT youth suicide rate goes up. 

If anyone ever came into 
our school on a dress-down day 
with a “Straight Pride” shirt on, I 

would rack up Saturday detentions. 
I do not oppose the day of silence 
because I oppose the message.  I 
oppose the way they go about it.

I respect the work that 
the GSA does for this school 
and the courage that kids have 
when the do the National Day of 
Silence, however, I don’t think 
it is something that we should 
encourage LGBT youth to do. 

There is a famous quote by 
Malcolm X that goes, “The Negro 
revolution is controlled by foxy 

white liberals, by the government 
itself. But the Black Revolution 
is controlled only by God.” With 
some fine tuning this quote works 
just as well to explain the Gay 
Revolution in America. The way I 
would say it would be, “The LGBT 
revolution is controlled by foxy 
white liberals, by the Government 
itself. But the Gay Revolution is 
controlled only by the gaybies.” 
It is up to the future gay leaders 
of America to stop these silent 
protests that get nothing done.

It is only with action that we 
will see a change in this world and 
until someone is willing to take that 
action we will sit in a world where 
it takes Joe Biden for the govern-
ment to be in favor of gay marriage.

Cartoon by Ben Akerele ’14

by John Peavy ’13

An enjoyable, albeit different, masterpiece

It is up to the 
future gay leaders 
of America to 
stop these silent 
protests that get 
nothing done.
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Mind of McGuire:  Bathroom stalls as 

a metaphor for life
by Alayna Putterman ’14

Disclaimer: this story is 
true and it all occurred inside 
my head! Scary right? Here is a 
taste of my internal monologue. 

Recently, as kids these 
days like to say – I walked into 
the rest stop like what up where 
your b-room at? I located the 
bathroom that I made my mother 
stop for (which she of course was 

not happy about,) and basically 
my life flashed before my eyes. 

We all know these bath-
rooms that have the long aisle 
down the middle with a row 
of stalls on your left and right. 

This was the ultimate 
choice. Life or death. Heaven 
or hell. God or Satan. My mind 
cannot even process this choice 
of stall, especially when they are 
alllll empty – just like my heart. 

So, I followed my usual 

routine. First choice: left. I 
always prefer, value and favor 
the left because I like to think 
that I am special because I am 
a lefty, and I also like people 
who are lefty. (If you are in line 
waiting to be my friend, you 
might as well walk away righty’s). 

Second door in on the 
right because I prefer even 
numbers  to  odd numbers . 

N o  l o c k .   W H AT ? !  

I’m lying in my bed right 
now. I have already missed my 
deadline to submit this, and I 
have no idea what to write about. 
I’m listening to Taylor Swift’s 
“22” singing along like the loser 
I am. My sister just walked by 
and stopped, shook her head, 
and then continued to walk. 

This  week  has  been 
extremely interesting for me. I 
mean some nut job bombed the 
Boston Marathon, killed a police 
officer, and somehow beat 10,000 
police officers, SWAT team 
members, EMS, and members of 
the Coast Guard for a solid 18 hours 
because he was hiding in a boat. 

I guess it makes sense 
how he had the upper hand for 
those 18 hours, but I’m just 
amazed at how stupid this suspect 
in the bombings actually is. 

Here’s a tip for suspect No. 
2: If your getaway plan involves 
a boat, it should also include 
that this boat be in the water. 

Then I had my parent 
teacher conference, which was, 
you know, interesting. When I sit 

Sometimes nothing 
turns into something

College calamity: What’s
the point of all the stress?

There is no lock.  Oh my 
Satan. What does this mean? 

I may never be able lock 
my car, I may lose my “locks of 
love,” lock my doors at night. 
Holdup. Lock my doors at night? 
Someone will break in. I will 
be robbed. I will be kidnapped. 
I  wi l l  d ie .  NOOOOOOO.

The door still won’t close, 
and my quick thoughts say – Door 
won’t close? – Heart won’t close.  I’ll 
be single forever!!! . . . No kids, no 

grandkids, a life of solitude, might 
as well live in the insane asylum. 

Fourth stall on the right. No 
toilet paper.  I’ll never be able to 
wipe my s**t away. No clean slate? 
What did I do to deserve this? 

I thought the Constitution 
said we all deserve a clean slate 
at one point in life.  High school 
is going to haunt me forever. 

I try the right side, fifth 
stall in. The walls consist of 

scary vandalism . . . national-ism 
. . . prism. . . .prison . . .That’s 
it. I quit. Let me just go turn 
myself in down at the station. 

See you all in the after-
life.  I’d like to thank my mom, 
my dad, especially my middle-
school brother for bringing 
me to this place in my life.

Failure after failure of trying 
to find a suitable bathroom stall 
leads to those internal conversations 
with myself. Wanna be friends? 

Choose your stall wisely. Cartoon by Ben Akerele ’14

by Jack McGuire ’14

by Shravya Rao ’14

Every teenager  looks 
forward to going to college, 
meeting new people, going to 
parties, and living on their own.

This time in their lives 
marks both an exciting and 
nerve-racking period, filled with 
anticipation of what’s to come.

But, before kids can finally 
start that part of their lives, they 
have to go through years of 
stress and sleepless nights crying 
over textbooks while cram-
ming for the next day’s test.

Whi l e  you  p ray  the 
endless studying will get you 
the good grades you want, 
there comes a point when you 
have to say enough is enough. 

On top of the stress of hours 
of homework, there is the additional 
stress of about a million standard-
ized tests to take.  These tests are 
necessary to apply to most colleges 
and universities, but when it comes 
down to it, what do they really say 
about a person?  In my opinion, 
these tests say absolutely nothing 

Here’s a tip for 
suspect No. 2: 
If your getaway 
plan involves a 
boat, it should 
also include that 
this boat be in the 
water. 
back and think about parent teacher 
conference day, I don’t know 
what is worse, the conference or 
the part when you are walking 
to and from your conference. 

Every year I always pray 
to my main man up top: “Please,  
Lord. don’t let me see anyone I 
know, especially the boys and 
girls I am not the biggest fans of.” 

I believe these are the 
awkwardest  encounters  in 
the world, especially if you 
see someone you either don’t 
like or you are in a fight with. 

I think we all know these 
encounters, the: “Oh, hey, Jimmy 
Bob!” “Hi. How are you?” Then 
the whole family stops, and you 
have to start a conversation with 
your friend (which is extremely 
awkward because you can’t say 
anything you want to because 
your parents are right there) while 
your parents have a conversation. 

After my conference, I then 
had baseball practice, where I 
tripped over my shoelace and fell 
straight on my face. The whole act 
of my tripping over my shoelaces 
and falling on my face seemed like 
it was straight out of the cartoons. 

But it was real life. (Hope-
fully, this isn’t a trend, so I don’t 
have to go on MTV’s true life, but 

I always trip over my shoelaces.) 
 It was kind of really and 

extremely embarrassing. It hurt, 
too. But I’m a manly man, and I 
like beef (sound out “beef”; it’s a 
funny word) so I powered through 
like Rocky Balboa would have. 

Then,  on Friday,  my 
pants were too big, and my shirt 
didn’t fit right, so I felt all off. 
It’s kind of hard to describe, 
except for saying: I just felt off. 

I couldn’t really operate 
to my fullest on Friday because 
of this because I had to keep 
going to the bathroom time 
and time again to fix my shirt 
because it kept coming untucked. 

To the teachers in whose 
classes I had to “go to the bath-
room” twice, I apologize, and, 
no, I don’t have a problem. 

I hate when it doesn’t 
tuck properly. It messes up 
my whole flow of the day. 

Whenever a girl I like 
comes up to me, I can’t stop 
thinking about “oh my gosh, is my 
shirt tucked properly? Do I look 
fat?” All my confidence is gone. 

You may be thinking, “Isn’t 
this the opinion section? What on 
Earth is this awful article about? 
What is it trying to prove?”

Honestly I had no idea 
what to write about, so I decided 
to just write about my boring but 
eventful (that’s a joke; it’s not 
eventful at all) life to prove to my 
beloved readers that it’s better 
than yours (another joke; yours is 
probably much better than mine). 

I also didn’t have a real 
stance to take, or one appro-
priate for the school newspaper 
(because you all know I’m a real 
bad guy who does bad things like 
take four cookies in the cafeteria 
when the sign says “two only”) 
and I didn’t want to force one. 

When writing this article, 
it dawned on me that this place 
that we live in is pretty cool 
and I’m pretty lucky. I mean, 
the worst thing that happened 
to me this week was falling on 
my face at baseball practice. 

All that happened this week 
reminded us, or should have, that 
nothing is guaranteed and you 
should live your life in the moment 
and try your hardest to be happy, 

All that happened 
this week 
reminded us that 
nothing is guaran-
teed.
because you never know when it’s 
all going to be taken from you. 

I had to get all philo-
sophical there. I know a lot of 
you guys hate when people 
do that, but even though I’m, 
like, the 17,890th person to 
say that, it needed to be said. 

Smile. Laugh. Have fun. 
And don’t trip over your shoe-
laces during baseball practice. 

College is all 
about what you 
make of it when 
you arrive there, 
so why is there so 
much pressure to 
get into the top- 
ranked schools?

Enough is enough. 

about a person other than the fact 
that they can fill out a bubble sheet.

Colleges don’t take into 
consideration other factors that 
could be affecting students 
taking these standarized tests.

They don’t know what 
happened to you the day of the SAT! 
You could have gotten sick halfway 
through the test or there could 
have been some kid sitting next to 
you that wouldn’t stop sneezing.

These components during 
the test can definitely have 

negative effects on the test-
taker and the overall score.  

Yet, these scores and grades 
mean so much to most colleges, and 
college admissions officers. And 
the worst part of the whole thing 
is that these test scores in no way 
to guarantee admission to college. 

Even if you have the 
top grades in your class and 
next to perfect SAT scores,  
you might still get rejected 
from your favorite college. 

In any case, why does it 
really matter what college you 
end up at? You will still get 
an education no matter what.  
Who really cares if you go to 
school at Harvard or if you go to 
your local community college?  

College is all about what you 
make of it when you arrive there, 
so why is there so much pressure 
to get into the top ranked schools?

 At the end of the day, college 
is just another four years of work. 
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Juniors dance the night away 
at Gatsby‑themed junior prom
by Matt Luther ‘14

On Saturday, April 6 at 7:00 
pm, KO students attended the roaring 
20s and The Great Gatsby-themed 
junior prom in the dining hall..

Every year, the junior 
prom has a different theme, 
such as Midnight in Paris or 
Masquerade from previous 
years. The parents decorate 
the dining hall to fit the theme. 

“When it comes to a theme, 
it’s difficult to go wrong,” said 
Sarah Petersen ’10. Her prom 
theme was Monte Carlo, and 
she said she had a lot of fun. 

“Junior prom, being a KO 
tradition, lived up to expectations 
this year,” said senior Jenni Traver, 
who attended this year’s junior 
prom. Being a senior herself, she 
added to the diversity of the prom 
and said she really enjoyed it.

“I wasn’t expecting to 
have as much fun as I did,” said 
junior Grace Jarmoc. “It will defi-

nitely be a night I’ll remember 
when I look back at high school.”

As a form, all students read 
“The Great Gatsby” by F. Scott 
Fitzgerald during their respective 
sophomore years, so the majority 
of the prom-goers already had a 
preconceived notion as to what 
the décor would look like. “The 
theme was pretty close to how I 
imagined it would have been in the 
book, with obvious constraints,” 
said junior Matt Gutermann. 

After entering through the 
lighted archway, students passed 
through a dimly lit, darkly deco-
rated lobby. Once they reached the 
dining room, they saw the walls 
adorned with an array of decora-
tions, from white silk-like curtains 
to shimmering silver pillars as well 
as pearly white couches for sitting. 

“Walking in was pretty 
cool, but I personally thought the 
bathrooms were the best part,” 
said senior Shane Carroll. The 
bathrooms were transformed 

to emulate 1920s speakeasies.
This year, the main attrac-

tion was the photo booth, which 
many juniors took advantage of 
to pose with their friends. “I’ve 
never been in one before, so it was 
a pretty unique experience,” said 
junior Shiza Abbas, who admitted 
to taking several pictures herself. 

The prom started off with 
a meal consisting of hamburger 
sliders, french fries, macaroni 
biscuits, chicken fingers and pizza. 

“I really like the meal and espe-
cially enjoyed the fact that there 
were some dairy-free options,” 
said junior Andrew Peterson. 

“I thought the table place-
ment was a little awkward, but I 
don’t see how else it could have 
been done,” said Shiza. After 
overlooking that, she said the 
rest of the night was spectacular.

As the dancing commenced, 
the DJ urged juniors and their dates 
to get their groove on, playing a 

variety of popular tunes. “The DJ 
was pretty good, and the atmosphere 
seemed to be generally excited. 
The only problem I had was when 
he [mistakenly] called us the class 
of 2013,” said junior Callie Miles. 

At 11:00 p.m., as the night 
came to a close, the form was 
escorted out but did not leave 
without a lasting memory. Party 
favors were handed out and each 
person received a KO mug with 
some goodies inside. “I don’t think 
I’ll use it myself but my parents 
might. After all they love their 
coffee,” said junior Warren Hadley. 

Junior form President 
Jake Leshem and junior form 
Vice-president Tucker Charette 
said the night a success.  “It was 
pretty much everything we had 
hoped for and the parents really 
made it happen,” Jake said.  

Tucker agreed. “I’d have 
to agree with Jake when he 
says we did a good job with 
it. I really liked it myself.” 

On April 4, KO announced 
its acceptance into the Global 
Online Academy. The Global 
Online Academy, called the GOA 
for short, is a prestigious and selec-
tive consortium of 32 independent 
schools from around the world that 
offers online courses to students 
from these various institutions. 

The students will participate 
in classes with teachers and other 
international scholars in order to 
enhance their learning experience.

Head of School Dennis 
Bisgaard said he is thrilled with 
KO’s acceptance into the GOA. “I 
am very excited that we are one 
of the few schools in Connecticut 
[accepted into the GOA],” he said. 

He said the only other two 
schools in the GOA in Connect-
icut are Greenwich Academy and 
Brunswick School, and that the 
GOA is less likely to admit schools 
from a geographic location where 
already-admitted schools are. 

Because of this, the appli-
cation process for the GOA was 
very competitive and selec-
tive according to Mr. Bisgaard. 

Mr. Bisgaard also explained 
how students will be able to partic-
ipate in the GOA next year. After 
signing up for an online class in 
the Parent-Teacher conferences, 
an extra course will be added to 
the student’s schedule at the begin-
ning of the school year, he said. 

“Jen Weeks, who is the 
coordinator for the [GOA] will 
be listed as your teacher,” he 
said. “Let’s say you want to take 
a science class that we don’t offer 
here. You would sign up for that 
particular class. [However], it’s 

not going to be an easy course.”
Mr. Bisgaard stressed the 

fact that the GOA is by no means 
a supplementary class to be added 
to an already full course load. 
“An online class will count as 
any other of your classes. It’s not 

by Will Martin ‘14

“The point is to 
have a global 
perspective.”  
- Dennis Bisgaard

intended as an extra class,” he said. 
Mr. Bisgaard said that the 

purpose of the GOA is to give 
students a global perspective 
outside of KO. For this reason, the 
number of KO students in a given 
online class is limited to increase 
the amount of interaction among 
students from different schools. 

“Any given school will 
never have more than two kids [in a 
class]. The point is to have a global 
perspective,” he said. He added 
that the total class size should be 
about 16 or 18 students maximum.

Mr. Bisgaard said that 
certain students will excel in online 
class, while others may not. “If 
you are a disorganized student, 
[the GOA] may not be the right 
environment for you,” he said. 

Mr. Bisgaard said that he does 
not expect many students to take 
a GOA class this upcoming year. 
“My assumption is that relatively 
few will go into this realm,” he 
said. Mr. Bisgaard said KO joined 
the GOA to give students the ability 
to take more classes, not to fill a 
need to offer online classes at KO. 

by Naomi Letourneau ‘14

Kingswood Oxford will 
debut its new summer program, 
Camp KO, this June. The camp 
will include varying athletics and 
acedemic programs for students 
ranging from fifth to 10th grade.

Director of Summer Programs 
Sheri Shea said she has created 
new idea to promote athletics and 
academics on the KO campus 
during the summer with Camp KO. 

“My father had owned 
a tennis camp, so I spent two 
weeks every summer just playing 
tennis,” said Mrs. Shea. “The 
school asked me to put together 
a program here, so I had some 
background and help from what 
I had learned from my father.”

Because there are many 
summer camps around, Mrs. 
Shea said she tried to be unique 
and plan something different. “I 
tried to work with the KO mission 

statement and I wanted kids to 
be able to study and play things 
that they are really interested in.” 

At other camps, campers 
try a little of everything, just 
touching on the basics and not 
really mastering a skill. Mrs. Shea 
wanted to be different. At Camp 
KO the student will pick classes 
and sports that they are really inter-
ested in and that they want to both 
practice and develop better skills in. 

“It’s nice for younger kids 
to try a little of everything so they 
find what they like” said Mrs. 
Shea. “We want to target middle 
school and high school students 
who should know what they like 
and want to study in more depth.”

Mrs. Shea and all of the 
instructors are very excited about 
the camp. They say it’s going to 
be fun, with lots of sports and 
guest speakers and even nutri-
tion seminars. “Your bodies are 
just as important as your mind!” 

said Mrs. Shea. “We want to make 
sure kids are exercising both.”

Mrs. Shea said there are 
many classes and sports that will 
interest everyone. There will be 
basketball, field hockey, soccer, 
tennis, baseball and many more 
sports. Classes include photog-
raphy, robotics gaming develop-
ment, mock trial and many more. 
Mrs. Shea said that everyone 
is bound to find something 
that interests them so that they 
can practice and master a skill. 

“My best memories are 
from my days at camp” said Mrs. 
Shea “I want other kids to have 
an amazing time at our camp 
and form new friendships and 
bonds and memories as I have.”

Students  and parents 
who want to learn more about 
Camp KO can email Mrs. Shea 
at shea.s@k-o.org or pick up 
information in the KO admis-
sions office in Nicholson Hall.  

important to be critical when 
deciphering information on social 
media sites because much of it 
can be opinion that isn’t true.    

 “You can agree to disagree 
cordially, but then sometimes 
you can agree to agree if what 
you’re disputing about it just a 
myth,” said Sen. Blumenthal.  

Sen. Blumenthal has also 
been a key advocate of repealing 
the Defense Of Marriage Act, 
which says that the federal govern-
ment will ony recognize marriage 
between a man and a woman.  

Sen.  Blumenthal  said 
he is optimistic about the 

future of marriage equality.  
“It is amazing to me how 

opinion has changed especially 
in younger age groups,” said 
Sen. Blumenthal.  “When your 
generation has kids, they’re 
going to one day ask you, 
‘what was that all about?’” 

Sen. Blumenthal said that, 
regardless of the Supreme Court’s 
decision regarding marriage 
equality, the country is headed in 
the direction of acceptance.  “It’s 
love between two people, so hey, 
what’s the big deal?” he said.  

In talking about his early 
career and education, Sen. 
Blumenthal said he has always 
been interested in journalism 

worked for newspapers at the 
schools and colleges he attended.  

“I was very interested in 
newspapers and journalism,” said 
Sen. Blumenthal.  “I was editor of 
my college newspaper [The Yale 
Law Journal] and then moved on as 
an intern for the Washington Post.”  

He also reflected on the larger 
importance of learning and gaining 
experience wherever you go, espe-
cially in your younger years but 
also continuing throughout life.  

“I think it’s important to keep 
learning and gaining experience,” 
said Sen. Blumenthal.  “It doesn’t 
matter what you do before the age 
of 30, as long as you keep learning.”

Blumenthal urges checks on gun sales
Continued from page 2

Camp KO offers academics, athletics, skills  

for an exciting, unique summer experience 

Junior prom-goers gather in Jake Leshem’s backyard. (Photo by Phil Roland)

West Egg in West Hartford

Students can take courses
through online academy
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KO hosts Model United Nations
conference for middle schoolers
by Becca Goldman ‘15

KO students banged gavels, 
delivered breaking news, and 
quelled intense debates during 
March break as KO hosted its 
first-ever Middle School Model 
United Nations conference. 

History teacher and Model 
UN Advisor Stacey Savin said she 
created the conference using the 
larger Yale Model United Nations 
Conference that her Upper School 
club attends annually and the 
Johns Hopkins Summer Program 
for Talented Youth as models. 

“I proposed it to Dennis 

Bisgaard in October and he 
was enthusiastic about it and 
gave the go-ahead. In fact, 
the response was even more 
than we anticipated” she said.

Ms. Savin and her Model UN 
chairs along with associate chairs 
pulled from every form in the Upper 
School led the conference. “The 
kids were great!” Ms. Savin said. 

Ms. Savin said she began 
preparing in November with 
publicity help from Director 
of Communications Michelle 
Murphy and Director of Online 
Services Chris Troianello. 

Middle School Administra-

tive Coordinator Fran Clarke, and 
Director of the Middle School Jane 
Repp helped Ms. Savin with the 
administrative duties and the student 
chairs ran all of the committees. 

“It gave our KO chairs a real 
teaching and leadership opportu-

nity, and the delegates got expo-
sure to international affairs, public 
speaking and, of course, KO with 
all it has to offer,” said Ms. Savin.

A total  of 13 middle 
schools from all across the 
country attended the confer-
ence. “It was great publicity 
for the school,” Ms. Savin said. 

The schools in attendance 
included DePaolo School in South-
ington, Highville Charter School in 
Hamden, Sage Park in Windsor, 
Country School in Madison, 
Asian Studies School in Hartford, 
Gilbert School in Winsted, and St. 
Timothy School in West Hartford.

“The conference was a 
smashing hit,” Ms. Savin said. 

She said that it is very 
l ikely  that  KO wil l  hold 
the conference again next 
year and possibly annually. 

“We even  had  some 
schools tell us they’re starting 
clubs in preparation for next 
year’s conference,” she said. 

Many students involved 
in Model UN, including  junior 
John Chatigny, said that they 
would like to see KO host more 
communal programs such as 
the Middle School conference.

“The conference 
was a smashing 
hit!”

- Ms. Savin 

English department selects Alexi 
as next year’s Baird Symposium author
by Becca Goldman ’15

Sherman Alexi – novelist, 
poet, screenwriter, and all-around 
English connoisseur – was 
named the 2013-2014 Sympo-
sium author in a much-antici-
pated announcement from the 
English department last week. 

Middle School English 
teacher Kyle Chapman will 
teach the semester-long sympo-
sium course on Mr. Alexi’s work 
for advanced senior students as 
well as guiding the rest of the 
school in their journey through 

Mr. Alexi’s world of words. 
Mr. Chapman said that 

Mr. Alexi was the first name on 
his list of requested authors for 
his class. “It worked out fairly 
quickly and easily, and I think 
he’s going to be a great fit for 
the school.” Mr. Chapman said. 

Next year will be Mr. Chap-
man’s third year as an English 
teacher at KO and his first time 
teaching high school students. 

“I’m exited and nervous,” 
Mr. Chapman said, “It will be 
great to be able to really focus 
on the reading and writing, but 

at the same time it’s intimi-
dating; I mean these are adults!” 

Mr. Chapman said Mr. 
Alexi was his author of choice 
because of the large range of work 
for students to study. Mr. Alexi 
has written short stories, screen-
plays, poems, and many novels. 

Mr. Chapman says that every 
grade will read at least one of Mr. 
Alexi’s pieces of work next year. In 
fact, Mr. Alexi’s novel “The Abso-
lutely True Diary of a Part-Time 
Indian” is already on the summer 
reading list for the freshman class.

Mr. Chapman added that 

Students excel at worlds
Continued from page 1

countries around the world.
“The Canadians took every-

thing very seriously, very factual 
and cold,” said Rudy, “and the 
South Africans definitely had the 
upper hand on global topics because 
they live in a developing nation.”

As an avid history and 
government student, Sophie liked 

the class would largely focus on 
what it means to be a writer. “I 
want to use this opportunity to 
help the kids learn what it means 
to be an aspiring writer,” he said. 
“The class will not just be fawning 
over how great his books are; they 
will be learning how you go from 
a blank page to a beautiful art.”  

When asked why he selected 
Mr. Alexi as the 2013 Symposium 
author, Mr. Chapman said, “He’s 
cool, and he’s funny, and he’s 
really really smart. I like people 
that make me laugh and make me 
think and I want that for the kids.” 

The symposium class will 
be taught in Mr. Chapman’s class-
room located in the Middle School. 
“I plan to have the class here in 
the Middle School,” he said,  
“because I think it will be cool 
to have seniors in the building. It 
will be cool way to connect the 
class and students physically.” 

Mr. Chapman said that he 
has not yet had time to plan out the 
curriculum for the course but will 
use the summer break for prepa-
ration. “Summer is the time that I 
really get to roll up my sleeves and 
get it out there. I can’t wait,” he said.

seeing how different nations view 
history. “I was debating a German, 
and one of my points was how 
World War I led to World War II,” 
said Sophie. “I was saying that 
the government before Hitler was 
very weak, but the German student 
said that it was very strong.” 

While Sophie and Rudy can 
expect a bump up in their scores at 
upcoming debates, Forensic Union 

advisor Kathy Lynch said that is 
not the central point of Worlds. 

“You always kick it up a 
notch when you see the level of 
competition there,” she said. “But 
more importantly, it makes you 
realize that debate isn’t some-
thing that just happens in prep 
school classrooms. It’s some-
thing that happens in real life.”

Form 4 sleepover set for May 10
by Dylan Borruso ’15

Form Four does not often 
have special events for their 
grade only, but the Form Four 
sleepover and bonfire is coming 
up for members of the sopho-
more class.  The event will take 
place on Friday, May 10 and will 
include many fun activities for all 
the members of the fourth form.  

The event will be kicked off 
by the Epic coffeehouse event the 
same night.  This will be followed 
by a bonfire where students can 
make their own s’mores.  Then 
all the students attending will 
sleep in the gym at night. Form 
Four president Jack Beckerman 
said, “It was just a coinci-
dence that the epic coffeehouse 
was that night.”  However, the 

match is a good one for students 
wishing to attend both events.

Originally, the s’mores 
night and bonfire was supposed 
to take place on April 12 but rain 
caused the event to be cancelled. 
“We were originally going to 
have the Form Four bonfire and 
the sleepover separately but we 
decided to combine them,” said 
Jack. “When the s’mores night got 
rained out we saw a good opportu-
nity to combine the two events.”  

Jack also said that he thought 
people were pretty excited at the 
idea.  “From what I’ve heard, 
people are happy that there’s more 
planned than just the sleepover,” 
he said.  The sophomores also 
expressed interest in the event.  

“I’m really excited to be 
able to hang out with my friends,”  

sophomore Julia McGowan said. 
The event will be a great 

social event for everyone that 
attends it. “I’m very excited to eat 
some s’mores with my friends,” said 
sophmore Shira Richards-Rachlin. 

The idea for the event came 
from last year’s sophomore class.  
The Class of 2014 had the slee-
pover event, but not the bonfire.  
“They had the sleepover last year 
and I heard good things about 
it, but the s’mores night was 
Mrs. Baker’s idea,” said Jack.  

The Form 4 sleepover and 
bonfire promises to be a fun event 
for everyone who attends it.  It will 
be held on Friday, May 10 and 
will include “games, a DJ from 
9 p.m to 11 p.m. and possibly a 
movie,” said Jack. “Everyone 
should come if they can.”

The senior slide begins 
Cartoon by Ben Akerele 14

Good luck to all KO teams 

on Spring Sports Day!
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Here we go again for another 
thrilling adventure throughout the 
mystical and mysterious landscapes 
of the Kingswood Oxford campus. 

In this article you will travel 
where no student has ever travelled 
before – the minds of your mentors. 
By asking them the simple ques-
tion, “What movie would you 
recommend?” one can find out 
more than you could ever imagine. 

You’ll discover which 
teachers  have weaknesses 
f o r  r o m a n t i c  c o m e d i e s , 
or those who cannot miss 
watching a good heist thriller. 

In this week’s article, History 
Department Chair Ann Serow, 
French teacher Jonathan Briggs and 
English Department Chair Kathy 
Lynch will be fiercely interrogated 
for riveting recommendations. 

The first interview did not 
turn out as well as I had hoped. 
After finishing up a fantastic class 
with history teacher Stacey Savin, I 
walked across the hall towards the 
domain of Dr. Serow. In an attempt 
to interview her between classes 
I asked her if she had a minute. 

She did. However when I 
told her that the topic was, “What 
is your favorite movie?” she imme-
diately exclaimed with an intensely 
sober tone, “Oh, God! Why?” 

After telling her that I thought 
the topic was interesting, she even-
tually complied. “I’d have to say 
an early Woody Allen, ‘Bananas,’ 
because it’s very political,” she said. 

Dr. Serow, who said she 
saw this comedy the day it came 
out in 1971, said, “It has to do 
with Latin American politics, 
and it is laugh-out loud funny.” 

Next, I confronted a second 
doctor at our school: a man who 
goes by the alias “Dr. Briggs.” 
Quite quickly, he procured his 
answer: the original 1974 “Murder 
on the Orient Express” and then 
began to impressively rattle off a 
lengthy list of actors in the film 
and their individual acting skills. 

“It has an all-star cast of 
Lauren Bacall, Sean Connery and 
Ingrid Bergman,” he said. “Every 
actor in the movie was phenom-
enal. I think I’ve seen it 35 times. 
Albert Finney really looks like the 
character, which makes you feel 
like you are actually on that train.” 

Dr Briggs said he saw this 
movie as a child and it has stuck 
with him for a long time. “I saw 
it when I was a kid,” he said. 
“My mom took me in 1975, I 
think, when I was in eighth grade. 
I was completely hooked on 
murder mysteries once I saw it.” 

Finally, I sidled into Ms. 
Lynch’s classroom and asked 
her to give me a movie that she 
wished more people would see. 

She responded with, “Gosh 
Thomas, I love movies.” Then after 
a pause she continued, “It would 
really depend on the person.” 

After asking her to give me 
a personal recommendation, she 
finally dug deep enough to find 
a response: “I like a good heist 
movie. I liked ‘House of Games.’” 
Ms. Lynch said she saw the movie 
in the 1990s after its release 
in 1987 and quite enjoyed it. 

Hooray. I hope we all 
learned something here. Some 
of us found good Saturday-night 
date movies. Others learned 
more about their teachers and can 
have more to relate to them with. 
Tune in next week for another 
spellbinding piece of writing.

Playlist #6: ‘Gosh  
Thomas, I love movies’
by Thomas Wilson ’14

The KO choral groups 
will all be joining for this 
Spring’s Choral Fest on Friday, 
May 3 in Roberts Theatrer.  

The concert will feature 
Upper School students in Concert 
Choir, Voce Novissima, Outlook, 
Crimson 7, and Oxfordians, 
while also showcasing F2B 
and the Octopipers, the Middle 
School a cappella groups.  

This spring the choral groups 
have sprung into rehearsing.  “Mrs. 
Urrutia and I chose a wide variety 
of pieces and are teaching more 
songs than last semester,” said 
Outlook Director David Baker.  
“The kids are rising to the occasion, 
but it is a bit more challenging.”

All of the groups are doing 
a wide range of types of music.  
“The Concert Choir is singing 
‘Oye,’ which is a Spanish Mexican 
piece,” said Concert Choir Director 
Rebecca Urrutia. This month, 
the choir workshopped with the 
composer of “Oye,” Jim Papoulis. 

The Concert Choir will 
also be singing “Jabula Jesu,” 
which is an African tribal piece, 
and “I Won’t Give Up,” which 
is a pop song by Jason Mraz.  

In the concert, Voce Novis-
sima will be singing four other 
songs. “‘Panta Rhei’ is more 
tribal, ‘Canticle’ is slow and 
graceful, ‘No Time’ is more of 
a folk song, and ‘Halo’ is a pop 
song by the great Beyonce,” said 
sophomore Narineh Torosyan.

The Choral Fest will also 
feature Outlook with two a 

cappella songs.  “Outlook will be 
performing repertoire from the pop, 
a cappella genre as well as classical 
and multi-cultural,” said Mr. Baker.

Sophomore Grace Gentile 
said that the group will be singing 
the “JT Medley” and “Signed, 
Sealed, Delivered.”  “I’m excited 
to see how the groups have 
changed because it’s the end of the 
year concert and we an compare 
it to the first performances,” 
said Grace.  “Everyone is going 
to be more confident with it.”

Crimson 7 will also be singing 
in the Choral Fest.  “We’re singing 
‘I Wanna Hold Your Hand’ by the 
Beatles and ‘We Just Disagree’ by 
Dave Mason,” said sophomore 
Jack Beckerman.  “Soloing are 
[senior] Blake Randall for ‘We just 
disagree’ and [junior] Pat Hallsey 
for ‘I Wanna Hold Your Hand.’”

In this concert some female 
members of Voce Novissima and 
Outlook are coming together to 
sing a 12-part women’s choir 
song called “Canticle in Remem-
brance.”  “It was written for a 
college choir,” said Mrs. Urrutia.

With the concert just weeks 
away, the choirs are working hard to 
pull everything together.  “They’re 
going to do great,” said Mrs. 
Urrutia.  “The kids always step up 
to the challenge. They’re going to 
shine just like in the workshops.”

The Choral Fest will be 
featuring many soloists.  “A bunch 
of your friends have solos,” said 
sophomore Molly Sullivan.  
“Come and support them so they 
get to showcase their talent. The 
songs we have are really fun.”

Tons of tunes at  
Choral Fest May 3
by Emily Lowit ’15

Senior Shane Carroll is 
known for his dazzling capabili-
ties on the drums; however, this 
talent was not acquired overnight. 

At the outset of sixth grade, 
the spectacle of a fellow student on 
the drums captivated a young Shane. 
The mere sight of this kid banging 
his sticks on the drums was enough 
to convince Shane that pursuing 
the drums might be worth it.

A mild interest in the 
drums became an infatuation 
with the instrument when Shane 
began attending impromptu band 
sessions with KO alums Sam 
McKeown and Brian Halter. 

“I really fell in love with 

drumming because of the sessions 
with Sam and Brian, because 
when we would improvise we 
would play songs that sounded 
awesome for class periods at a 
time, uninterrupted,” said Shane.

As these impromptu sessions 
became more frequent, so did 
Shane’s obsession with the drums. 
Nowadays, the drums play an inte-
gral part of Shane’s life, serving as 
a hobby and an outlet for emotions. 

“Drums are an outlet for me 
in many ways,” he said. “When I 
am happy I will play, and when I 
am flustered I will play, because 
they help me overcome my 
emotions and it mellows me out.”  

In addition, Shane thanks 
drumming for developing his taste 

Senior Shane Carroll’s love 
for drums began to beat early

in music. “If I had never played the 
drums,” he said, “I would have never 
been introduced to the majority of 
bands that I listen to nowadays.” 

In the future, Shane hopes to 
continue playing the drums, but he 
is making sure not to make a formal-
ized course of study in college. 
”Studying music seems boring 
and too restricting,” he said, “and 
I want to be able to play my drums 
the way I want to play my drums.” 

But not formally studying 
music in college doesn’t mean 
that Shane has given up on the 
drums, for he plans on finding a 
band to play with in college as 
soon as he can, so he can become 
involved in the New York music 
scene “as best as [he] can.”

by Abhilash Panthagani ’14

Senior Shane Carroll practices his drumming skills in the Kingswood Oxford band room. (Photo by Helena Roland’14)

Upcoming Arts Events at KO

Friday, April 26: 
A Li"le Night Music
6:30 p.m. Orchestra in Alumni Hall 
7:30 p.m. Band in Roberts Theater

Friday, May 3:  
Upper School Choral Fest
Roberts Theater

Friday, May 10: 
Epic Coffeehouse 
Alumni Hall

Friday, May 17:
One Acts
Place TBA

Spotlight on student art:



8 THURSDAY
April 25, 2013 Arts Arts THURSDAY

April 25, 20139

Hushed excitement and 
whispered anticipation echoed 
off the walls of a stairwell 
connecting the holding area for 
singing groups and the main stage. 

Members of KO’s Outlook 
constantly high fived each other 
and gave little pep talks to prepare 
themselves until the announcer 
would call them up onto the stage. 

Though a little bit nervous, 
the singers seemed eager to show 
off what they had practiced and, 
most of all, have a ball. After 
hearing a muffled applause on 
the other side of the wall, the 
group was ushered into a chapel 
filled with students, teachers, 
relatives, friends and judges. 

After  readjust ing the 
microphones and organizing 
their  format ion,  the  coed 
group began their first song. 

On Friday,  April 19, members 
of the coed select group “Outlook” 
traveled by bus to attend the 
Acapellooza, an acappella festival/
competition at Choate-Rosemary 
Hall School in Wallingford, Conn. 

There,  they competed 
against nine other groups from 
eight other independent schools 

for an array of awards such 
as, “Best Choreography” and 
“Best Student Arrangement.” 

The students were judged 
by a panel of five judges, each a 
college professor of music. Each 
group was instructed to sing two 
songs in a total of two rounds, 
separated by a brief intermission. 

Outlook first performed 
the song “Signed, Sealed, Deliv-
ered” by Stevie Wonder and 
then followed it up with the 
nine-minute “Justin Timberlake 
Medley,” consisting of the songs 

“Summer Love,” “My Love,” “I 
Think That She Knows,” “What 
Goes Around…Comes Around,” 
and finally “Cry Me A River.” 

“It was really fun to hear 
the JT medley again,” said junior 
Allie Kyff, who attended the 
festival. “‘Sign, Sealed, Deliv-
ered’ was also really good.” 

Choate contacted Middle 
School choir teacher Marcos 
Carreras after the WIAF (Wyvern 
Invitational Acapella Festival) and 
told him that they wanted to do 
their own competition in the spring. 

Acapellooza excites everyone
by Thomas Wilson ’14

On Sunday, April 7, King-
swood Oxford proudly hosted 
the Wyvern Women’s Choral 
Festival. Five groups worked 
together to both improve and give 
the best performance possible.

The Tolland High School 
Women’s Chorus, West Hartford 
Women’s Choral, Glastonbury 
High School Treble Choir, Univer-
sity of Connecticut Women’s 
Choir and KO’s very own Voce 
Novissima all participated in a 
singers’ workshop, which was 
run by the guest conductor, Dr. 
Mary Ellen Junda. The workshop 
ran from 2:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

“It was amazing to watch Dr. 
Junda work with the singers,” said 
Director of Vocal Music Marcos 
Carreras. “She truly inspired each 
group she worked with in their 
individualized workshops and 
their combined all festival massed 
choir at the evening performance.”

After the workshops were 

completed, Dr. Junda held a 
rehearsal with all of the choirs 
on “No Time” by Susan Brum-
field to get them ready for their 
final performance at 7 p.m.

“It was a beautifully moving 
piece,” said music teacher and 
leader of the festival Rebecca 
Urrutia “It celebrated the quiet 
strength that women are capable of.”

The choral groups sang a 
wide range of songs from “Odi 
Odi” by Stephan Hatfield, which 
was performed by Voce Novissima, 
to “No Time” by Susan Brumfield, 
which all of the choirs sang together.

“It was wonderful to be an 
audience member,” said history and 
music teacher David Baker, “and 
[to] see so many of our talented 
female singers shine on stage.”

Choral festivals bringing both 
high schools and colleges together 
do not happen very often, so all 
groups participating took the oppor-
tunity to learn from one another.

“It is so important for women 
of different ages to get together and 

explore the beautiful range of their 
voices,” said Ms. Urrutia. “The age 
range of the festival shows us that 
singing is a lifelong experience 
that can enrich our lives at every 
stage, and that women can make 
a difference in our community 
and world at every stage of life.”

The choral members agreed. 
“It was really great,” said Voce 
Novissima member sophomore 
Rebecca Goldman. “Everyone 
was incredibly passionate, 
and I feel like I really learned 
something from each group.” 

By the time the concert 
had ended there had been 
several standing ovations and 
each choral group performed 
wonderfully. The group said they 
learned a lot from the experience.

“I’m so glad I got to partici-
pate,” said sophomore Lydia 
Bailey. “The festival as a whole 
was spectacular, but the final 
concert was my favorite part. 
Everyone did their best and each 
song was performed beautifully.”

Wyvern Women’s Choral
Festival showcases talent,
provides vocal workshop
by Anya Delventhal ’15

On May 17 ,  s tudent 
directors will bring their One 
Acts to life, both during the 
school day and in the evening. 

The location for these 
10-minute-long plays will vary, 
as their scenes require specific 
settings. In the past, Roberts 
Theater and Black Box have been 
popular places for these plays. 

Creative arts teacher Lud 
Baldwin acts merely as a facilitator 
for this program, since the students 
do all the planning, directing, 
and acting, which teaches inde-
pendence and respomsibility. 

Mr. Baldwin said he loves 
One Acts for many reasons, 
but mostly because they are 
shorter, simpler in process, and 
more accessible for the busier 
student actors and audiences.

Mr. Baldwin describes the 
One Acts as “a good art form for 
the channel surfer” because after 
one play, there is a short break, and 
a completely different play begins. 

To begin the process, 
veterans of the event must look 
through Mr. Baldwin’s numerous 
One Act books, and choose “a 
One Act that they feel they can 
either direct best, or that they can 
relate to, or that they thoroughly 
enjoy,” said senior Amanda 
Pratt, who is directing a One Act. 

Amanda chose her play, 
“Two Truths and a Lie,” and then 
began searching for actors. She 
chose senior Spencer Murray and 

junior Catherine Flaherty, and 
is very pleased with her actors. 

With students operating 
the entire process, they become 
more responsible. “I love theater, 
and I love working with kids,” 
said Mr. Baldwin. “I love this, 
especially, because it puts some 
of the responsibility on kids. 
It makes them responsible. 
It makes them be in charge.”

“I liked being indepen-
dent and being able to make the 
product however we wanted it to 
be, to be as creative as we could,” 
said junior Thomas Wilson, who 
acted in a One Act last year.

Mr. Baldwin also said he 
loves it that, even if the play doesn’t 
work out, there is not a terrible 
consequence. “If you fail, you 
fail at something that lasted only 
10 minutes,” said Mr. Baldwin.

Unfortunately, this year’s 
acting class occurred in the fall, so 
they will not be preforming any One 
Acts. Luckily, Spencer and Senior 
Molly Miller are joining Amanda 
in the director’s chair, and they 
are producing their own One Acts.  

“The One Acts are prob-
ably one of the least advertised 
performing acts at KO,” said 
Amanda. “It’s a real shame, 
because the One Acts tend to 
showcase some of the really great 
talent in ways that the straight 
play and the musical can’t do.” 

Anyone can watch, so 
come on out and enjoy the 
heaps of talent exhibited in 
the One Act Plays on May 17!

Students take the 
reins with this year’s 
One Acts in May
by Reilly Callahan ’15

.  
and on the appeal of the story.  

A t  t h e  c l a s s  l e v e l , 
students evaluated their peers 
and pick their own finalists.  

“Having students pictheir 
own f inal is ts  is  the most 
authentic form of assessment,” 
said Ms. Appel. “The criteria 
is very specific; I could tell 

you why each of the finalists 
made their way into the finals.”

Ms. Appel said she and her 
colleagues brought a plethora 
of books containing a seem-
ingly infinite collection of short 
stories to help students find 
a piece they connected with. 

“If a student comes looking 
for a piece, I can point them in 
the right direction, but they have 

to choose it themselves.  The 
piece has to fit them,” she said.  

Sophomore Lydia Bailey, 
who placed first in the competition, 
performed her piece called “Orien-
tation” by Daniel Orozco.  “It’s 
about an office that does everyday 
things but the people at the office are 
kind of crazy,” she said, “I thought 
it was a really interesting piece 
and it was a piece I really liked.” 

Bailey wins Speakers Forum Finals
Continued from page 2

As a result, Mr. Carreras 
played a key part in their 
planning and organization. 

David Baker, the director 
of Outlook, said that he asked the 
seniors in the group whether they 
would prefer to sing as a coed 
group or in their separate acapella 
groups: Crimson 7 and Oxfordians.  

“The seniors said they 
wanted to see what they could do as 
a coed group, considering the other 
groups had already had their chance 
in a competition,” said Mr. Baker. 

Junior Maddie Pazzani, 

a member of Outlook, said she 
thoroughly enjoyed the song 
choices, as well as the competition. 

“I thought we had really 
good contrast,” she said. “We had 
a very upbeat tune with ‘Signed, 
Sealed, Delivered,’ and the JT 
medley had a little more groove 
to it, but I thought that they 
were both fun. It was Outlook’s 
first time performing as an only 
acapella group, and I think we 
did really well. I had a blast, and 
I’m proud of our performance.’”

Junior Callie Miles said that 
she was pleased with the perfor-
mace as well. “I thought it was 
the best we had ever performed 
either of the songs,” she said. 
“Going into a competition, you 
never know how things will turn 
out, but then it ended up being 
better than we had ever rehearsed.”

In the end, Outlook left the 
night with a second place award 
for best coed ensemble, beating 
out some tough competition. They 
had a fantastic experience listening 
to and performing with music 
students from all around the area. 

The group looks forward 
for continuous participation in 
the festival in years to come.

KO’s elite ensemble Outlook jams out at Choate’s acapella competition, Acapellooza. (Photo by Abbie Mancinelli ’14)
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Every spring, a visiting 
composer comes to campus as 
part of the Composer Colloquy 
Visiting Artist Series.  In the past, 
several notable choral composers 
have visited, including Grammy 
winners Jackson Berkey and 
Ysaye Barnwell, among others. 

This year KO was honored 
to host two acclaimed composers: 
Jim Papoulis and Francisco Núñez. 

“The program began in 
2002 through the support of our 
former Chair of the Performing 
Arts Wayne Pierce,” said KO 
Coordinator of Vocal Music 
Marcos Carreras, “who set aside 
money for Cantabile to commis-
sion our very first pieve of music 
by local composer Amy Feldman 
Bernon. We have now had over 
70 commissioned works attrib-
uted to our KO choral program.”

Mr. Núñez is a conductor, 
composer and founder of the 
award-winning Young People’s 
Chorus of New York City. He is 
a sought-after guest conductor 
by professional orchestras and 
choirs, and a master teacher and 
advisor for choral workshops, 
demonstrations and festivals.

Mr. Papoulis composes, 
orchestrates and conducts music 
from many genres but is known 

for work that combines contempo-
rary, classical, and world sounds. 
He has written for films, choirs, 
dances, and many different artists. 

M r.  P a p o u l i s  w o r k s 
with the Foundation for Small 
Voices; he believes that music 
can heal, educate, celebrate, and 
empower the lives of children. 

Through this organization, 
he has conducted songwriting 
workshops with choirs from around 
the world, including Tanzania, 
Kenya, Haiti, Norway and Greece. 
His music has been featured at 
the Beijing Olympics and the 
2008 Presidential Inauguration.

Mr. Núñez and Mr. Papoulis 
collaborated with Amherst College 
professor of Latin American and 
Latino Culture, Ilan Stavans, and 
Mr. Carreras to write and perform 
a piece “Tres Colores: a Musical 
Journey on Immigration and Hope 
in America.” Cantabile, the KO 
middle school chorus, will perform 
the piece at its Amherst premiere. 

“Tres Colores” is made up of 
three poems, one in English, one 
in Spanish, and one in Yiddish, all 
of which are immigration themed. 
“I wanted to express my grati-
tude,” Mr. Stavans said, “while 
also paying tribute to extraordi-
nary journeys that all immigrants 
make, each of them unique, but 
at the same time, many of them 

sharing themes of departure, 
arrival and utter transformation.”

Cantabile has been prac-
ticing the piece and sending 
recordings to Mr. Stavans to make 
sure that all the pronunciation and 
rhythms are correct, and Mr. Núñez 
and Mr. Papoulis have also been 
helping during their visit to KO. 

Mr. Núñez and Mr. Papoulis 
also worked with the Upper School 
choir for three days singing “Oye” 
by Mr. Papoulis. Voce Novissima, 
and the girls from Outlook sang 
“Canticle – In Remembrance,” by 
Mr. Núñez, and Voce Novissima 
sang “Panta Rhei” by Mr. Papoulis. 

“The entire Outlook also 
learned an arrangement of ‘Deck 
the Halls’ this winter by both 
Mr. Núñez and Mr. Papoulis,” 
choral director David Baker said, 
“but there wasn’t time in the 
colloquy to work on that piece.”

The colloquy works as 
several master class sections where 
the ensembles sing the composers’ 
pieces and receive feedback and 
direct input regarding their perfor-
mances. “It’s an amazing way for 
our younger singers to work with a 
living composer,” Mr. Baker said,  
“and learn the true emotional, 
dynamic, and technical components 
and necessities of a piece. In other 
words, the music comes to life. 
In addition to making the music 

by Sam Pinkes ’14

Papoulis and Núñez: ‘Gimme 
gimme, shimmy shimmy’

come to life, these master classes 
also help our students understand 
the importance of profession-
alism and passion when it comes 
to performing works of art.”

Students seemed to have the 
same reaction.  “He was interesting 
because he brought a lot of emotion 
into the piece and improved our 
sound,” junior Mary Lessard said. 
“He requires us to be energetic 
while we sing and he makes us 
learn dance moves like shimmying 
to give more meaning to the song.” 

Sophomore Louisa Lestz 

agreed, “It was an unconventional 
way to teach,” she said. “Mr. 
Papoulis brought energy to our piece, 
“Oye,” by making us shimmy.”

Other students echoed 
her comments. “Mr. Papoulis 
was really helpful in making 
us excited about the music,” 
junior Thomas Wilson said.

Junior Maddie Pazzini 
said, “He created a real tangable 
difference.  At the beginning the 
song was a little messy but by 
the end it really came together 
and that was thanks to him.”

KO’s band and orchestra 
will be putting on “A Little Night 
Music” concert on Friday, April 
26.  The orchestra will be opening 
up the concert at 6:30 p.m. in 
Alumni Hall and the band will be 
performing at 7:30 p.m. in Roberts.

Pe r fo rmances  in  the 
concert will include the Upper 
School band, jazz band, the 
Middle School concert band 
and Middle School jazz band. 
The orchestra  will also play.   

This concert will be exploring 
all types of music.  “I try to always 
design the programs as a wide 
variety of types of music,” said band 
teacher  Todd Millen. “My goal is 
to stretch your musical horizons.”

The band will be playing a 
wide range of pieces.  “Anybody 
who comes will hear the virtuosic 
‘Toccata for Band,’ the transcrip-
tion of the lovely piano piece 
‘Down a Country Lane’ and 
the uplifting ‘Hands Across the 
Sea,’” said Junior Sam Wiseman.  

The jazz band is also playing 
a variety of songs.  “The jazz band 
is going to play jazzified editions 
of the wild Lucretia Mac Evil, 
the popular ‘Send in the Clouds’ 
from Stephen Sondheim’s musical 

On May 10, the third Epic 
Coffeehouse will be held in Alumni 
Hall. The date was originally set 
for April 19, but due to conflict 
with Choate’s Acapellooza, the 
coffeehouse has been rescheduled. 

Epic Coffeehouse is an 
Upper School event where people 
gather to present music, poetry 
readings, and other art media (most 
of which, if not all, are auditory). 

Anyone can perform, and 
anyone can attend, although 
Middle School students are not 
allowed into the event without 
parental consent, as some of the 
material heard is only appro-
priate for older, more mature ears.

Even teachers and staff are 
welcome to perform and enjoy this 
jamboree. In fact, math teacher 
William Gilyard is rapping, and 
Upper School Counselor Chas-
tity Rodriguez is giving a reading.  

These two teachers have 
secured their spots at the coffee-
house; however, there are still a 
good number of positions avail-
able. “Signups are slow until 
the day before [the event],” said 
English teacher Asha Appel. 

It is required to reserve 
a spot before May 10.  Other-
wise, the time slots and sched-

uling wil l  be thrown off . 
Senior Ruthie Dannehy, 

Epic co-editor in chief with senior 
Benjamin Isenburg, commented 
that last fall the sign ups came 
in fairly slowly, until the day of.

Ruthie has been a part of Epic 
since her sophomore year, and has 
helped organize each coffeehouse.  
Rather than performing, she said, “I 
like to work backstage.” On the day, 
she spends nearly all day making 
preparations for the big night. 

Mrs. Appel has also been 
working with Epic for a while: 
about five years. (She has been a 
teacher at KO for about eight years). 

Mrs .  Appe l  began  a 
coffeehouse in her first school.  
“It’s still going on, to this day, 
monthly!” she said. “It’s a 
legacy I’m really proud of.”

Four schools later, she 
brought the idea of a coffee-
house to KO, and arranged the 
first one in November of 2011. 

“I really believe in the impor-
tance of student performance,” said 
Mrs. Appel. “[Coffeehouses] are 
wonderful, and it’s really important 
to offer that to the community.”

Ruthie said she believes 
that the coffeehouse is a great idea 
that adds creative spirit to KO. “It 
was something that was missing 
from our community,” she said.

by Reilly Callahan ’15

Epic Coffeehouse brings epic 

performances to Alumni Hall
‘A Little Night Music,’ ‘Autumn 
Leaves,’ and a standard funk piece 
called ‘Glazed Over,’” said Sam.

The orchestra will also be 
playing a wide range of music.   
“We’ll be playing Bach’s intense 
D minor keyboard concerto, a 
small and charming ‘Sinfonia’ by 
Mozart, portions of the epic ‘Sche-
herazade’ by Rimsky-Korsakoff, 
and a selection from the sound-
track of the film, ‘The Mission,’ 
called ‘Gabriel’s Oboe,’” said Sam.

The orchestra’s pieces will be 
featuring sophomore Cole Adams 
on clarinet and Sam on piano.  
“Many students already saw the 
mind-blowing performance Cole 
gave of “Gabriel’s Oboe” at an 
assembly while it was still a work 
in progress,” said Sam.  “They 
can see it again in extra-refined 
form in the beautiful Alumni 
Hall if they come to the concert.” 

The Middle School bands 
will also be featured in the 
concert.  “The Middle School 
Jazz Band is playing a little 
rock piece, a Latin, and a swing 
blues piece,” said Mr. Millen.  

Be sure to attend the Little 
Night Music concert. “I try to keep 
it 90 minutes or less,” said Mr. 
Millen.  “I’d love to see a full house 
so come and support your friends.” 

‘Li"le Night Music’ 
should a"ract big    
audiences this Friday
by Emily Lowit ’15

Composer and Conductor Jim Papoulis. (Photo from Google Images)

The second coffeehouse 
occurred last November, and it was 
incredible. Asha thought it was so 
great, that they needed another 
coffeehouse, so they began plan-
ning for one in the spring of 2013. 

Ruthie said she is really 
jazzed to have the gathering in 
Alumni Hall. This venue allows for 
a more intimate vibe. She wants to 
decorate the area in a way that, she 
said, “makes it feel smaller while 
still having room to fit everyone.”

Sophomore Emily Lowit 
said she is also looking forward to 
the event.  “I’m really excited to 
see everyone’s preformances, espe-
cially Mr. G’s rap and Ms. Rodri-
guez’s reading,” she said.  “It’ll 
be really fun to warch everyone.”

Junior Thomas Wilson 
said he cannot wait to watch 
the  performances   a t  the 
u p c o m i n g  C o f f e e h o u s e . 

“I went to the last one and 
sang in it as a member of the boys 
acapella group Crimson 7,” he 
said. “I loved disovering how many 
talented indiviudals there are at this 
school. I  think that Crimson 7 might 
sing in the event and possibly the 
coed ensemble Outlook’ will too.

Not only will there be 
great poetry, performances, 
and plenty of peers, but also a 
plethora of deserts and foods. 
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Scaly, furry teachers’ pets slither, 
crawl, swim through KO jungle
by Lina Volin ’15

Amid the lost homework, 
the half-graded tests shoved under 
the most recent cup of coffee, and 
the chemical Expo marker smell 
permeating every inch of the class-
room, there is life. Not frenzied 
student life rushing in and out of 
the classrooms, always thinking 
ahead to the next class, the next 
practice, the next weekend, but 
a quieter, simpler sort of life. 

This sort of life is none 
other than the teacher’s pets. Not 
the sort of groveling teacher’s 
pets eager for the best grade, 
but an actual, living, breathing 
rodent, reptile or sea creature.

Only certain, special class-
rooms at KO can boast about 
containing such life. Among 
them is the classroom of science 
teacher Lisa Bailey, whose room 
is thriving with various species of 
life. She has two hamsters, two 
rats and a multitude of aquatic 
animals. “The furry pets are more 
popular among students,” she said. 

Mrs. Bailey has not always 
had rodents in her classroom; her 
first furry classroom pets arrived 
about four years ago. “Ty Adams, 
one of my former advisees, insti-
gated the rodents,” she said.

The aquatic animals, a staple 
of the marine biology curriculum, 
are all captive-raised, coming 
from a place in Manchester. 

Another sign of animal 
life is in the fish tank outside the 
CT offices, which greets visi-
tors entering the building. “Ben 
Hildebrand, the former department 
chair who used to teach physics, 
thought it would look nice when 
they were planning the building,” 
said Mrs. Bailey. The fish tank 
remains popular among students 
and especially visiting families.

Science teacher Tim Aller-
ton’s classroom also contains a 
breadth of life. When asked how 
many pets he had in total, Mr. 
Allerton said, “On any given day, 
15 to 17 students.” Asked to ignore 
Homo sapiens in his count, he 
amended his statement and said, 
“On any given day, two to 10 fish.” 

He also has snails, hermit 
crabs, several species of worms 
and various microscopic organ-
isms in the salt-encrusted tanks 

in the back of his classroom. “I’m 
more excited about the spaghetti 
worms than clownfish,” he said.

Mr. Allerton said he has 
always had pets in his classrooms 
since he first started teaching. “I 
had two chinchillas when I used to 
teach elementary school, who used 
to sit on my shoulder, and I would 
walk around with them,” he said.

Also in his days of teaching 
elementary school, he had a 
rabbit that used to hop around his 
classroom. The days of mamma-
lian pets seemed to end with his 
guinea pigs. “I came in one day, 

Physics teacher Ms. Lamb’s class pet is a lizard named Mu because of his scaly skin.  (Photo by Helena Roland ’14)

and there was a mass murder 
crime scene because the male 
had killed all the little ones,” he 
remembered. “Blood everywhere.”

After the violence of furry 
rodents, Mr. Allerton’s classroom 
now has only sea creatures, though 
his advisees frequently bemoan 
the disappearance of the fish. 

“Last year Mr. Allerton got a 
new fish tank and he bought some 
fish to put in the fish tank. We 
gave them all names. It was pretty 

saddening to walk in one day and 
figure out that Grace Junior had 
died,” said one of his advisees, 
sophomore Julianne DeAngelo. 
“Of course, it wasn’t Mr. Allerton’s 
fault, but it was still upsetting.”

The newest addition to 
the teachers-with-classroom-
pets club is physics teacher 
Sarah Lamb. “My classes were 
begging for a class pet,” she said. 

They eventually managed 
to sway her to their side. “I 
felt like I was the only science 
teacher that didn’t have some-
thing alive in their room. I guess 

that’s the nature of physics.” 
When she decided to get a 

pet, she left much of the process 
to the students, who brought 
in the tank. Her one stipulation 
was that it was a rescue animal. 

“I have two rescued pit bulls, 
and I do a lot of work with rescues,” 
she said. “I found this guy [the 
classroom pet] at an animal shelter 
that a little kid got for Christmas 
and didn’t want anymore.”

Mu, a bearded dragon lizard, 

joined Ms. Lamb’s physics classes 
in February. Her students chose his 
name as a testament to his scaly skin. 

“Mu is a Greek letter that 
signifies the coefficient of friction,” 
she explained. “The higher the Mu 
value, the rougher the surface.”

While Mu, an endear-
ingly adorable, 8-month-old 
reptile, fits in her palm now, 
Ms. Lamb said he will become 
10 inches, though people will 
always be able to hold him. 

“I never had reptiles as pets 
before and at first I didn’t know what 
was going on,” she said. “Now I’ve 

learned that in addition to crickets 
and kale, he loves blueberries.”

He has become a favorite 
among the students and faculty 
alike. “[Senior] Spencer Murray 
wanted to take him to prom and 
was looking up tiny tuxedos for 
him,” she said. “Mrs. Bailey 
is pretty attached to him too, 
so she’ll come in just for fun 
and throw him a few crickets.”

Funny stories about Ms. 
Lamb’s newest classroom addi-
tion abound. “My class is 
studying amusement park rides 
and the physics of Six Flags,” 
she said. “We had him riding the 
pirate ship model over there.” 

She mentioned another high-
light of one of her classes. “He 
pooped on [senior] Shane Carroll,” 
she said. “That was pretty good.”

Mu occupies a greater role 
than just the resident comedian. 
“It’s interesting to me to see 
kids who are having a really bad 
day just hold Mu and watch the 
stress level disappear,” she said. 

“I think there’s actually a 
benefit to having a class pet in 
that sense. It calms people down.”

While science teachers 
have most of the animals, 
math teacher Reeves Livesay’s 
advisee group also has a pet. 

A beta fish named Meat 
(courtesy of his advisee group) gets 
along swimmingly in his bowl in the 
back of Mr. Livesay’s classroom. 
“We got him three weeks into the 
school year,” Mr. Livesay said. “We 
wanted an advisee group pet we 
could take care of responsibility.”

While these animals do not 
cover the entirety of classroom 
pets (there are a few more science 
classrooms with pets), they remind 
KO’s busy, busy students that there 
are simple but fascinating lives 
always present in some classrooms.

Students, teachers find pleasure, 

convenience in walking to school
by Benjamin Waldman ’16

Most of us begin our day by 
waking up early to commute to 
school. However, some students 
and faculty prefer to spend the first 
part of their day walking to school.

Many walkers say their 
house is so close that driving 
would actually take longer. This is 
certainly the case for freshman Nick 
Bisgaard, who lives two minutes 
away from campus and has been 
walking to school since sixth grade. 

Other students and faculty 
walk from farther distances. 
Sophomore Joanie Burzymowska 
lives 10 minutes from KO and says 
she walks to school because it is 
better for her and for her parents.

“It’s easier for everyone to 
wake up later,” she said. “I don’t 

mind walking . . . I get to school 
when I want. I can walk home to 
get something I forgot. I can go 
home if I have a late practice. It 
gives me more independence.”

F r e s h m a n  G w y n e t h 
McDonald has been walking 
to school since she started KO 
in sixth grade. Since her home 
is behind the football field, 
she emphasizes how easy it is 
getting to school in the morning.

“I wake up later than most 
people because I don’t have to 
worry about getting stuck in traffic,” 
she said. “It’s very convenient 
because I can get to school when I 
want and can return home easily.”

While most walkers say they 
enjoy the convenience of starting 
their day later and being able to 
return home quickly, some espe-

cially enjoy other aspects of walking.
History teacher Peter Jones, 

who also lives behind the turf and 
has been walking for nine years, 
says what he likes most about 
walking is that he can spend some 
time with his son, Eryk, a KO sixth 
grader. Mr. Jones will have a new 
walking buddy this fall when his 
daughter, Molly, joins the KO 
community. “I look forward to 
walking with my daughter when she 
comes to KO next year,” he said. 

For many, the biggest perk 
of walking to school is being 
surrounded by nature during 
those few minutes every morning 
and afternoon. Science teacher 
Judy Bailey has been walking 
five minutes to school for eight 
years. She says her favorite part of 
walking is being outside each day.

Math teacher Jonathan Clapp 
agreed. His walk is different from 
most in that it takes him 40 minutes 
from his home in Hartford each 
way. He still tries to walk as much 
as he can, he says, even though he 
has to leave his house by 6:30 a.m.

“[Walking] gets me very 
mellow. I like to look at the land-
scape around me, and how it changes 
throughout the year,” he added.

Mr. Clapp is no stranger 
to walking. During his saab-
batical from KO 10 years ago, 
he hiked the Appalachian Trail 
for 1,800 miles, taking him more 
than five months to complete. He 
started walking to school a few 
years after his return in 2003.

Another great thing about 
waking is that it is good for your 
health, according to Mr. Clapp. 

“I need to get some exercise, 
and this is a good way to get it.” 

Teachers and students alike 
can appreciate an additional plus 
to walking: the impact it has on 
the environment. As a science 
teacher, Mrs. Bailey under-
stands why walking is benefi-
cial. She stresses how walking 
helps her save money on gas.

“If I don’t have to use a car, I 
don’t want to,” she said. “It’s a fabu-
lous thing for the environment.” 

Joanie agrees. “[Walking] 
has definitely made me realize how 
great an impact I can make,” she said.

Every walker concurs 
that it is important to encourage 
others  to  walk  to  school 
because it is good for both your 
health and the environment, 
and can even be fun.  
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There are many young 
faces around KO.  From the 
miniature Middle Schoolers, to 
the fledgling freshmen and the 
sprouting seniors, adolescent 
appearances are expected. But 
what happens when one of the 
young profiles is that of a teacher? 

Physics teacher Sarah 
Lamb, a recent graduate of 
UCONN, has not been teaching 
for a very long time, but she has 
approached her one year at KO 
with joviality, focus and diligence. 

One of the highlights of 
Ms. Lamb’s year has been her 
work with the robotics team. 
She was quickly accepted by the 
team and enjoyed watching their 
success.  “Being a new coach on 
a team that does really well in 
competition,” she said, “helped 

me feel like I didn’t need to find 
my nitch.  I just walked right in.”

Although she said she loves 
her work with the robotics team, 
her true passion lies in teaching 
physics classes.  Teaching classes 
with mostly seniors helped create 
a sense of camaraderie and 
comfort in her first year.  “They 
even convinced me to adopt 
a lizard,” Ms. Lamb laughs. 

Another highlight of the year, 
even for a lot of the students, was 
the science Symposium assembly 
about time travel that Ms. Lamb 
organized. Not only was Ronald 
Mallet her teacher at UCONN, 
but he was also her mentor in 
many ways. “Being a physicist, 
many of the struggles he went 
through with race, I went through 
with gender,” says Ms. Lamb. 

In fact, the relationship that 
Ms. Lamb and Dr. Mallet have 

forged is so strong that she only 
had to give him a phone call and 
he agreed to come and speak at the 
school.  “He was very excited to 
be here,” explains Ms. Lamb. “It 
was great being able to share such 
a significant mentor in my life with 
the rest of the KO community.”

Although his presentation 
was a highlight of many students’ 
and teachers’ days, Ms. Lamb 
found enjoyment in the little 
things he did while on campus. 

“He was supposed to only 
be at KO for the morning,” she 
said, “but ended up staying the 
whole day.  I found him during 
eighth period in the basement 
of Roberts with [senior] Johnny 
Wu and [senior] Joe Rogus just 
playing with the robots like he 
was another high school student, 
not a world renowned physicist.” 

Looking forward, Ms. Lamb 

by Mary Lessard ’14

Ms. Lamb’s first year at Kingswood 
Oxford was a success! (Photo by 
Helena Roland ’14)

Have you ever wondered 
about the Archives Room in 
the bottom of Roberts? Have 
you ever asked yourself, “What 
could possibly be in there?” 

Well, believe it or not, there is 
a lot – from scrapbooks and news-
paper clippings to photographs and 
authentic uniforms from the original 
Kingswood and Oxford schools.  
In addition, there are clothing 
items the school used to sell, 
T-shirts, memorabilia and books. 

The mastermind behind 
the archives room is Spanish 
teacher Brenda Semmelrock, 
who took over the job this year.

When choosing which items 
to collect and put into the archives, 
Mrs. Semmelrock will accept 
almost anything with sentimental 
KO value. Alumni and faculty 
usually have a great amount of 
memorabilia that could find a home 
in the Archives Room.  “I plead 
to faculty, don’t throw anything 
away,” said Mrs. Semmelrock.

In the past, the Archives 
Room has been an enigma at King-

swood Oxford.  Next year, Mrs. 
Semmelrock hopes to have advisee 
groups come visit because she 
wants others to enjoy the Archives 
Room as much as she does.

Mrs. Semmelrock really 

Even technology giants have 
to have their laughs! April 1 is the 
one day every year when pranks 
are encouraged and carry no 
repercussions the next day. While 
most imagine this day is for little 
kids, some worldwide technology 
giants and even some newspa-
pers joined in on the fun this year.

Always worth mentioning 
are Google’s pranks. Every year, 
they are not just satisfied with 
one ridiculous product, instead 
opting to “create” several. 
This year was no exception. 

Google created Google 
Nose, which will be part of 

their search engine. Users can 
search for a smell, and then the 
computer is able to actually emit 
that smell using “a combination of 
photons and infrared,” according 
to their promotional video.

Google didn’t stop there. 
Following their acquisition of 
YouTube in 2006, YouTube has 
blossomed into the most-used video 
sharing site in the world. On April 
1, Google executives announced 
they would be shutting it down. 

In another video, Google 
revealed that YouTube’s founding 
idea was to find the best video 
in the world, and they think 
they now have enough mate-
rial to do so. Some appointed 

by Benjamin Waldman ’16

enjoys her time spent in the 
archives room and definitely has 
some favorite items.  “I love the 
old photos from Kingswood and 
Oxford.  I also love the memo-
rabilia that I can pick up and 

Google and Twi"er ‘April Fool’ web users

KO’s Archives Room preserves our rich heritage
by Allie Kyff ’14

is most excited about coming back 
with one year of experience at KO 
under her belt. “There is always 
an adjustment period. Now that I 
understand how the schedule and 
school works I can help to expand 
lessons and make new projects 
for the new year,” Ms. Lamb said.

Another project that she 
hopes to take on in the next 
year is starting a Middle School 
robotics team and making the high 
school robotics program larger.  

Even just the pressures 
of coming to a new school and 
moving into a new house are pres-
sure that Ms. Lamb is excited to 
have behind her as she faces the 
next school year. “I just bought my 
first house,” she said, “and it needed 
a lot of work done.  I’m looking 
forward to having all of that behind 
me and just focusing on my job.”

With her first year almost 

behind her, Ms. Lamb is sure 
to thrive in all of her numerous 
endeavors at KO next year 
by handling them with an 
experienced and imagina-
tive, albeit young, outlook. 

hold,” said Mrs. Semmelrock.
Mrs. Semmelrock says she 

believes it is important to “preserve 
the past, present and future” and 
feels as though it is important for 
many alumni and former faculty to 

be brought back to those times.  “I 
love KO. I feel honored to be the 
archivist. I want it to continue on 
and on.  I want it to open it to every-
body,” said Mrs. Semmelrock.

As of now, Mrs. Semmel-
rock has wrapped the old memo-
rabilia (particularly the old photo-
graphs) in special plastic to keep 
them in pristine condition, but 
she thinks it would be beneficial 
to give the Archives Room the 
special ambiance of a museum.

While not as many students 
as Mrs. Semmelrock would like 
do come in to the archives, many 
adults visit regularly.  People 
from the alumni office come to 
get memorabilia for reunions 
and pictures for invitations.  

Middle School art teacher 
Katherine Nicholson recently came 
in to learn more about the history 
of the Goodman Banks Visiting 
Artist Series, and there is always a 
steady flow of alumni contacting 
Mrs. Semmelrock to get informa-
tion and get questions answered.

The next time you have 
a free 10 minutes, be sure to 
stop by the Archives Room.

Mrs. Semmelrock is the mastermind behind the archives room, seen above. (Photo by Helena Roland ’14)

judges will spend the next decade 
sifting through the videos of 
YouTube – 70 minutes uploaded 
per second-to choose a winner. 

However, it would not be 
April Fools without making fun 
of rival companies as well. Google 
introduced Gmail Blue, a version 
of Gmail which is completely – 
wait for it – blue. Google execu-
tives said, “It has taken us six years 
to find away to make Gmail totally 
different without changing a thing.” 
This service could be a knock at 
the incoming Windows 8 Blue.

Twitter also scared many 
Twitter fanatics by saying that 
they are dividing Twitter into two 
services: a free service where 

vowels are not allowed to be 
used, and a $5 per month service 
allowing vowels. However, Twitter 
said, they would not consider “Y” a 
vowel. Comedian Joan Rivers, who 
was in on the joke, posted shortly 
after the announcement, “Twyttyr? 
Why byy vywyls whyn yyy gyt 
“Y” fyr fryy? Syckyrs! #nvwls.”

Finally, the British news-
paper The Guardian has moved 
ahead of their time to introduce “a 
more immersive experience to read 
the newspaper.” They introduced 
augmented glasses, which provide 
a constant stream of information 
relative to the things you are seeing. 

For example, looking at a 
movie title displays movie reviews, 

while walking into a restaurant does 
the same. This prank’s timing is 
interesting because Google will be 
releasing Google Glass, a contrap-
tion that functions exactly like the 
Guardian glasses, later this year.

Not all April Fools jokes 
have to be a sophisticated as 
these, and not all have to come 
with well-produced, high budget 
promotional videos. According 
to aprilfoolzone.com, some 
funny pranks include a water 
bottle with holes in it and giving 
a friend “donut seeds,” which are 
really just Cheerios. 

You may wish to think 
of your own great prank for 
next year, so get thinking!

This physics teacher came in like 
a Lamb, and we’re not lyin’
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Let’s bring an authentic, caring 
community to Kingswood Oxford!
by Chastity Rodriguez

“You’re OK as you are and 
valued and wanted here,” said 
Norm Kunc on authentic commu-
nity.  This is my fervent hope for 
every student on this campus: for 
them to feel these words to their 
core and know them to be true. 

My work as school coun-
selor deals with the “you’re OK 

as you are” piece – if you don’t 
feel OK with yourself, I can help 
you reconnect to self-acceptance.  

Your work as students deals 
with the “you are valued and 
wanted here” piece – typically it’s 
your peers who either encourage 
or discourage this feeling.  

Of course the adults on 
campus contribute to your overall 
sense of belonging, but it’s your 
peers’ acceptance or rejection of 

your authentic self that keeps many 
of you up at night, that sends many 
of you to various social media 
outlets to bleed publically, that 
prompts many of you to schedule 
a meeting with me. And I say 
“many” deliberately and with the 
hope that you understand that you 
are not unique in your discontent.  

It might comfort you to 
know that a lot of you are strug-
gling with identical issues: parents 

who forget you aren’t 9-years old 
anymore or how to have “real 
talk” with peers or teachers or 
how to stop perseverating about 
The Future or how the fear of 
rejection may be limiting your 
potential or how to be honest with 
friends without sounding “mean” 
or how the need for approval 
positively or negatively moti-
vates you or . . . see? Not unique.  

But back to that Norm 

Kunc quote because what he 
is describing only exists in an 
authentic community, a community 
where curiosity replaces judgment 
and the narratives we create about 
people aren’t mistaken for The 
Truth, rather they are debunked as 
we become Seekers of the Story. 

To that  end,  the KO  
News has some ideas that will 
help to promote an even more 
authentic community for us all.

 How you can help make KO a more authentic community:
 
 • A‑OK: Acts of Kindness! When you witness a member of our community doing something kind, please take 
a moment to a: thank them and b: submit their name and the kind act to the KO News by e‑mailing features 
editor Allie Kyff (kyff.a.14@k‑o.org) for recognition and a t‑shirt that lets everyone know you’re a‑ok!

 • Wyvern Wit and Wisdom: Here you will find random, funny, thought‑provoking quotes – and feel free to 
submit your own to the KO News (kyff.a.14@k‑o.org)

• Vincit Qui Se Vincit: Here you will learn about mindfulness and how it can help you gently conquer the au‑
tomatic responses that may not be serving you. 

• To ponder:  Here you will read about a typical dilemma faced by adolescents so you can chew it over alone 
or discuss with friends or with the trusted adults in your life. 

• A new Health & Wellness section covering topics like healthy relationships vs toxic ones, nutrition, and 
stress to name a few. We will be looking for suggestions from our community for topics you’d like to see cov‑
ered as well.

• #askmeaquestion: Here you can send in questions to be answered by the KO Health & Wellness reporter and 
Ms. Rodriguez. (kyff.a.14@k‑o.org)  (rodgriguez.c@k‑o.org) 

To those of you who have scheduled time to come see me this year:  Please know I have been humbled and 

inspired by the bravery of spirit and thoughtful self‑reflection expressed in R‑011. To those of you who 
have considered scheduling time with me; please know you will when the time is right and I will be right 

here with a confidential ear and hopefully some words of wisdom which will help you remember that you 
are ok as you are. Absolutely.

Fashion Club to sell handcrajed African 
clothing, jewelry on Spring Sports Day
by Sarah Gianni ’14

On Spring Sports day, the 
KO Fashion Club will be selling 
various handmade clothing 
items, bags, bracelets, placemats, 
and other products to help raise 
money to finish the construc-
tion of the Magagoni Primary 
School, located in Tanzania.  

A table with all of the items 
for sale will be set up on the 
Middle School circle, and will be 
open for the majority of the day.  

“Combined with the money 
we have raised at Glastonbury High 
School, 100 percent of the proceeds 
will be going towards the comple-

tion of this school,” said Ashley 
Washburn, mother of Ben Wash-
burn’12 and freshman Nate Wash-

burn,  who has coordinated multiple 
service trips to Tanzania, and is 
in charge of building the school.

“The primary school that we 
are working on is in a very remote 
village, and it is necessary for us 
to complete the teachers’ houses 
before we can have students 
arrive there,” said Mrs. Washburn.  

Once a roof is placed on the 
house for the teachers, along with 
a few mores desks added to the 
school classrooms and some addi-
tional touchups, the facilities will 
be ready for students to move into.

Fashion Club members said 
they are excited to be sharing Mrs. 
Washburn’s Tanzanian treasures 
with the KO community, as each 

item is beautifully handcrafted.
“All of the clothing items 

that we have are sew by a women 
named Pili and her group of 
helpers in a village where we 
frequent,” said Mrs. Washburn.  

“When I buy her goods in 
bulk, 100 percent of those proceeds 
go to support a pre-primary 
school for high-risk children 
that her husband runs,” she said.

Overall, the Fashion Club is 
hoping for great weather, and for 
friends and family of KO alike to 
come out and support the children 
of the Magagoni Primary School.  
Each purchase goes to the comple-
tion of their school, meaning a 
better chance at greater education. 

“It is necessary 
for us to complete 
the teachers’ 
houses before we 
can have students 
arrive there.”

- Mrs. Washburn

“Many of the items for 
sale will make perfect gifts for 
Mother’s Day, Father’s Day or 
graduation, so the timing couldn’t 
be better,” said Fashion Club 
Co-president and junior Allie 
Kyff. “We’re pleased that  we’ll 
be able to help Mrs. Washburn 
with her efforts to improve the 
education of Tanzanian children.”

Clothing, handbags, 

jewelry, accessories

All proceeds will benefit 
the children of Tanzania

Fashion Club Sale
Spring Sports Day

Upper School Counselor
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Tales from Tobati
by Mary Colliton ’14

Everyone  in  the  KO 
community knows that Spanish 
teacher Ronald Garcia loves to 
use anecdotes when he speaks. 

Whether in assemblies 
or in the classroom, Mr. Garcia 
tells stories to communicate 
his message more clearly. 

“The anecdotes are a good 
way for people to pay attention and 
buy in before you give the message,” 
said Mr. Garcia. “It’s important 
to separate your announcement 
from other announcements.” 

During March break, Team 
Tobati traveled to Paraguay for 
their 15th trip, marking the perfect 
opportunity for Mr. Garcia to 
use his anecdotes to recruit new 
members and increase team spirit.  

“It’s a good way to share the 
culture that the trip has,” he said. 
“They can get a sense of what the 
trip is like from the anecdote.”

Mr. Garcia’s all-time favorite 
anecdote is the “rain drop and 
the river” anecdote, in which he 
preaches to be part of the river, rather 
than just a single drop of water.

“The rain drop and river 
anecdotes is a good way to approach 
any kind of team, a good way to 

get a person to be more concerned 
about the whole group and not just 
an individual,” said Mr. Garcia. 
“It’s definitely the story that people 
remember the most,” he said. 

M a n y  m e m b e r s  o f 
t he  t eam had  the i r  own 
stories to share from the trip. 

One activity popular among 
the students was going to the 
athletic complex to play soccer.

“I discovered that I actu-
ally really like soccer,” said 
sophomore Allie Balcezak. 

“There was one game 
when we played sudden death 
for 45 minutes, but nobody 
scored so we had to stop. It was 
really fun because everyone was 
getting really into it, and Mr. 
Weeks was a really good goalie. 
Nobody could score on him.”

A new activity not so 
popular with the team members 
was the job at the dump picking 
up trash and recycling plastic. 

“My team didn’t have to 
go,” said junior Warren Hadley, 
“But I heard it smelled bad and 
there was a sheep carcass,” he said. 

Despite this, going to 
the dump showed the students 
how the other  half  l ives.  

“When my team was 

there, we saw a mother and her 
daughter in the dump looking 
through trash for anything that 
could be used,” said Allie. “It was 
really depressing that they had to 
go to such extreme measures.”

Another new activity that 
inspired stories was the boat trip 
on the last day. Some students said 
that the trip was fun, but others 
said there wasn’t much to do. 

“It was really fun,” said Allie, 
“but it was a lot of sitting because 
of the long bus ride, and there 
wasn’t much to do on the boat.”

Some students found their 
own means of entertainment. “We 
played a game where we spun 
a bottle to pick who had to do a 
dare,” said junior Max Petrie. 

“We came up with some really 
funny stuff that was entertaining 
for everyone and made the boat 
ride even more enjoyable,” he said. 

Whether before the trip to 
inspire more students to come, or 
after the trip to bring back memo-
ries, stories and anecdotes are 
an important part of what makes 
the Team Tobati trip unique, 
and will always be one of Mr. 
Garcia’s favorite things to use.

SGA candidates 
to speak at Friday’s
3X assembly 

Boats, bee bites and breathalyzers: 
A rollicking history of KO proms
by Natalie Goldstein ’14

The word “prom” evokes 
very different emotions in high 
school students, which can range 
from trepidation to excitement. 
It quickly conjures up images 
of tuxedos, fancy dresses, and 
the overwhelming smell of too 
much hairspray and cologne. 

But  how exact ly  did 
the tradition of prom begin?

Prom is a traditional high 
school dance that occurs at the 
end of the year for seniors, though 
junior prom is quite common 
as well. It is less common, but 
some schools have a prom that is 
open to all high school students- 
freshmen through seniors. 

Starting in the 19th century, 
prom was originally an end-of-
year banquet for college seniors 
to celebrate their graduation. 

It has been suggested that 
these banquets were modeled after 
the high society tradition of debu-
tante balls. Colleges borrowed 
the idea and recreated the tradi-
tion in a less expensive, yet still 
formal banquet for their students.

Originally, the banquets did 
not include dancing, which was 
not introduced until later. These 
banquets allowed students to 
dress up, socialize over a formal 
dinner, and practice their etiquette. 

At the time, it was not 
called prom. Rather, the word 
“prom” originated from “prom-
enade,” a march into a banquet 
area or ballroom that signals 
the start of a formal event or 

ball) because the college seniors 
would march into their banquet. 

Through the years, prom has 
evolved into the black-tie dance 
that students know today. Typi-
cally, it begins with a multitude 
of photographs taken by proud 
parents, continues with a formal 
dinner, and ends with dancing.

History Department Chair 
Dr. Ann Serow has been at King-
swood Oxford for 39 years and 
spent several years as Form Six 
Dean. “I was a specialist in the 
senior prom,” she jokingly griped. 

At one point, KO had the 

by Tyler Whirty
Speaker, Student Government

Every year, Student Govern-
ment emerges during the spring 
time eager to celebrate the warm 
weather and end of the year. Last 
weekend, SGA successfully hosted 
a movie night on the Senior Green. 
There was James Bond, free snacks, 
and tons of blankets: it was a good 
time. Look out for more mini-
SGA events as the spring rolls on. 

Something else that happens 
every year is the Student Govern-
ment elections. Elections are 
coming up quick. Speeches for 
the executive committee of the 
Student Government will be held 
on Friday, April 26 during 3X. 

During this assembly, the 
student body will hear candi-
dates make their case to be KO’s 
leaders of the student body. 

This is a very important time 
of year because students have the 

ability to vote for who they want 
to lead the organization designed 
to “insure fair and equal represen-
tation of student ideas, opinions, 
and beliefs, and to work with and 
negotiate with the administra-
tion and faculty of Kingswood 

Student Government Update

I ask all those 
who are voting   
to choose wisely.

Oxford, and to achieve a better, 
stronger and closer community.” 

As the current Speaker, I ask 
all those who are voting to choose 
wisely and keep in mind that Student 
Government representation is no 
joke. We should pick candidates 
who will lead SGA and impact 
student life in a way that will make 
a lasting impact on our school. 

junior prom off campus. It was 
difficult, Dr. Serow explained, 
not only because of the cost, 
but also because it took away 
from the magic of senior year.

“Having the junior prom 
at KO . . . makes the senior prom 
much more special,” she explained.

She continued on to describe 
the changes in prom at KO 
throughout the years. “It used to be 
less closely monitored in the dance 
itself,” she said. During the 1970s 
and 1980s, the drinking age was 18, 
posing another set of difficulties. 

Breathalyzers are a rela-

tively new addition to enter the 
dance. Even so, the students were 
good, Dr. Serow said, and the 
school rarely had any problems 
with the students and alcohol.

Another large difference 
between prom in the previous 
years and now is the post-prom. 
KO used to hold a big post-
prom event for seniors, usually 
in a fitness center (or similar 
venue) that the school rented. 

The original idea behind the 
post-prom was to prevent tired 
seniors from driving home by 
providing a safe area for students 
to relax and have fun. Students 
changed out of their dressy attire, 
then spent time with friends while 
playing games, sports, or swimming. 

But many students disliked 
post-prom. Dr. Serow believes 
it was simply too much activity 
and excitement in one night, 
causing the seniors to fall asleep. 

“It cost a lot of money,” 
she said, “and by 3 am, the 
kids had basically had it.”

KO ended the post-prom 
tradition a few years ago, and 
have since replaced it with a simple 
breakfast for seniors, followed 
by a bus ride back to school.

Dr. Serow then told a few 
funny stories about prom that 
she has collected over the years. 

One year, the senior class 
held their prom on a boat. The boat 
had a glass top, and took a route 
down the scenic Long Island Sound. 

However, one student and 
their date arrived late, and the 
boat had already left the dock. Dr. 

Serow laughed as she recounted 
the next part of the story: “The guy 
at the boat terminal had to bring 
the student and his date out to the 
boat in a little rowboat, and they 
got on the larger boat that way.” 

At another prom, a girl was 
stung by a bee and collapsed. 
She was brought to the hospital; 
however, the ambulance alerted 
the state police of the incident. 

Soon, 20 state police cars 
surrounded the prom, even though 
the affected girl had already reached 
the hospital. Back at the prom, the 
state police were causing a ruckus.

“They searched and tested 
all of the kids, even though the 
call had nothing to do with illegal 
substances,” she said. “It turned 
out being a lot of fun. A good, 
funny story to tell – ‘The senior 
class gets busted at prom!’”

A l t h o u g h  t h e  l o c a -
t ions ,  f ash ions  and  laws 
may change throughout the 
years, the attitude towards 
prom has remained the same. 

KO alumnus and art teacher 
Greg Scranton recalled his junior 
and senior prom with nostalgia, 
and said the students’ views 
towards prom are much the same.

“It’s pretty much stayed 
the same,” he said. “There’s a 
sort of excitement for prom. It’s 
something students look forward 
to and has a timeless appeal.”

Whether the prospect of prom 
seems daunting or exciting, it has a 
rich history both at KO and within 
the country, and creates special 
memories for high school students.

Oxford and Kingswood students dance at the Oxford senior prom in 1954.
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We can all agree that King-
swood Oxford students are well 
educated. We do a lot of home-
work and take a lot of tests. That 
fact is not under dispute.  But the 
question the KO News sought 
to answer is slightly different. 

KO students are well 
educated, but are we well 
informed?  Do we know what 
is happening in the rest of the 
world? Do we know not just that 
events occur, but some of the nitty-
gritty details about those events?

The first step was to test 
current events knowledge of KO 
students through a questionnaire. 
It is important to note that there 
are drawbacks to the survey.  The 
poll was a radom sampling of 
students in the Upper School.  It 
included 60 students of different 
gender from different forms.  

The second drawback lies 
in the nature of the questions. It 

Are KO students well informed?

Questions on the survey:
1.  From which country is the new pope?
2.  Which far eastern country other than China
      has nuclear weapons?
3.  Syria is in the midst of a civil war.  What is
     the name of the Syrian president?
4. Who is the current U.S. Secretary of State?
*Answers: (1) Argentina, (2) North Korea, (3) Bashar al-Assad, 
  (4) John Kerry

by Sophie Kruger ’14

is important to note that the KO 
News came up with the questions.

Students were not allowed to 
consult Internet sources as a part 
of the survey.  Beyond outside 
sources, there was one rule to 
follow during the questionnaire: 
no talking with others about the 
questions.  The first step was to 
test general knowledge of current 
events and then analyze the results.

Here is some of the  knowledge 
of current events that was tested:

1. Pope Francis is the first 
pope who is not European; he’s 
from Argentina. The new Pope’s 
country of origin and ethnicity 
represent an acknowledgement 
of diversity that rarely emanates 
from the Vatican. KO encour-
ages and celebrates diversity, 
yet only just over 50 percent of 
students who were asked about 
the country of origin of the new 
Pope were able to answer correctly.

2. Repeatedly, North Korea 
has run practice nuclear tests and 
recently attempted to launch a 
satellite that gives them ballistic 
missile power. Repeatedly, North 
Korea has threatened to bomb 
US domestic soil. Flaunting a 
plot that is fit for the big screen 
in Hollywood, question No. 
2 was most widely answered 
correctly, with 41 of 60 students 
polled answering North Korea.

3. The Syrian Civil War 
began in March 2011 as a part 
of the Arab Spring.  In February 
2013 the United Nations estimated 
that over 70,000 people have died 
in the war, with over 1.2 million 
displaced Syrians and over 1 
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million refugees in other countries.  
Syria is considered the powder 
keg of the Middle East, with 
the most visible figure being the 
Syrian dictator, Bashar al-Assad, 
yet despite the atrocities, only six 
of 60 students knew his name.  

4. The Secretary of State is 
one of the most influential figures 
in the U.S. government as he/she 
spearheads foreign policy. The 
Secretary of State is appointed by 
the President and is ranked fourth 
in the presidential line of succes-
sion.  The current Secretary of 
State has been in the news a lot in 
regard to the Middle East (specifi-
cally Iran), China, North Korea 
and so many other countries. Ten 
of 60 students knew that the current 
Secretary of State is John Kerry, 
a man who was the Democratic 
nominee for the presidency in 2004.

The reactions from students 
while they filled out the surveys 
varied. Some students wrote like 
the wind, others contemplated 

in silence, and some laughed.  
Some were embarrassed, and 
many said, “I’m so stupid” or, 
“This makes me look so stupid.”  

It was certainly not the 
intent of the survey to make 
students feel unknowledgeable. 
The goal was entirely the opposite.  
Students at Kingswood Oxford 
are extremely well educated. The 
questionnaire was not testing 
knowledge or education; it was 
testing how well students are 
informed about current events.  

The most telling reac-
tion, which did come from 
many students, was this:“I 
should know the answers to 
these questions, but I don’t.” 

Science teacher Tim Aller-
ton’s first response to hearing 
the preliminary results was that 
students just don’t have time to 
learn about current events. “Kids 
have busy lives and are pretty 
regimented. Do they have time to 
listen to the news or read the news-
paper?” he asked, “It’s not so much 
that our kids are choosing to be 
ignorant; they’re just being kids.”

He continued to ask ques-
tions about what students are 
learning outside the classroom 
at home. With so many parents 
reading the news on iPads and 
computers, is it possible that kids 
aren’t seeing their parents reading 
a physical newspaper? “How 
many kids have a newspaper in 
their home?” Mr. Allerton asked.  

History teacher Rob Kyff 
had a similar reaction. “I’m not 
surprised,” he said. “Most students 
are so immersed in activities here 

that they have little time to read 
newspapers or watch TV news.”  

History Department Chair 
Ann Serow was not as shocked 
by the results of the survey as 
many others. “Kingswood kids 
are a reflection of the American 
population as a whole,” she said.  

She summarized the results 
in three main categories of people.  
The first group, she said, is “an 
elite group who are interested and 
knowledgeable [about current 
events].” She explained that 
current events are important to 
this group of people and activities 
such as reading the newspaper are 
“daily rituals in their lives.”  Many 
of these students are involved 
in the Political Affairs club.  

The second group are people, 
she said, who have a general 
knowledge, and the third group is 
composed of “apolitical” people, 
similar to the American population.  

“I don’t oppose that,” Dr. 
Serow explained. “They [apolitical 
people] are specialized in other 
areas, such as computer science.”

Assistant Head of School 
for Academic Life Natalie 
Demers noticed that students 
found more success on questions 
related to nations than those about 
people. “There is a superficiality 
about news and current events,” 
she said. “People know the big 
players, but not names. I’m not 
surprised, but I am disappointed.”

So we have identified the 
problem: students, for a variety of 
reasons, are not well informed about 
current events.  Now that we have 
admitted that we have a problem, 
the next step is finding a solution.  

The Internet could be a 
good resource to find information.  

Here are a few problems:  
Dr. Serow described the 

Internet as a “double edged 
sword.” On the one hand, she 
said, it makes news readily avail-
able. “It also enables narrow 
casting,” she explained.  Narrow 
casting means that people are 
able to avoid general news by 

focusing on their area of interest.  
Mrs. Demers identified the 

“instant gratification” supplied by 
the Internet. “There is an online 
buzz flash and that’s what we hold 
onto,” she said. As a news addict 
herself, Mrs. Demers mentioned 
how skeptical she is of reporting.  

“It is very important to see 
multiple sources,” she said. She 
described how the angle of a 
picture, for example, could skew 
the events entirely. She advised, 
“Know that what you are hearing 
is slanted in some way based on 
political and ideological beliefs.”

What can we do to become 
better informed? “A newspaper 
can be displayed on the screen 
during assembly so people can 
listen to announcements and scan 
headlines,” suggested Mr. Kyff.  

M r.  A l l e r t o n  h a d  a 
similar idea:“Every time we 
have an assembly, we can have 
current events scrolling on the 
screen as people come in.”

Another popular idea is to 
have a class on current events.  
Math teacher Jonathan Clapp 
recalled a history course from years 
ago called “The New York Times” 
in which the students learned about 
and discussed current events.  

He mentioned another class 
in which students had to subscribe 
to a newspaper during the year.  

Mrs. Demers advocated the 
idea of a current events seminar as 
“an opportunity for students to meet 
and discuss what’s happening in the 
world today because it will affect 
the world that we live in tomorrow.”

There were other ideas 
too, but the final question that 
needed to be answered is: Why is 
this important in the first place? 

The  po in t  i s  t ha t  a 
well-informed and interested 
person makes a good voter. If 
we don’t know about current 
events then what are we voting 
for when we cast a ballot?  

“People with low levels of 
information can be easily manipu-
lated,” explained Dr. Serow.  Mrs. 

Demers pointed out that media 
coverage often skirts the issues: 
“If you look at media coverage 
during a political campaign, what 
often frustrates me is that the 
issues are not being discussed.”

With the advent of the 
television in the 1950s, political 
campaigns became less focused 
on policy and more focused on 
pageantry.  Take the Kennedy-
Nixon debate, for example. Tele-
vision viewers overwhelmingly 
thought Kennedy won; he was hand-
some and confident while Nixon 
was sweaty and wan in comparison.  

However, radio listeners 
generally called the debate a 
draw – they could only hear 
the candidates, not see them. 

Mr. Kyff felt strongly about 
the school’s mission beyond 
education. “If we do nothing 
else at this school, we should be 
preparing students to be informed 
and respectful citizens,” he said.  

Mr. Kyff suggested more 
mock elections and polling at KO 
about policy issues.  “The KO 
News can play a role by spon-
soring polls and reporting polls,” 
he proposed.  He said this might 
include reviving a column that 
used to appear in the KO News 
called “Conservative Corner.”  
Why not have a political issue 
in each KO News issue and have 
two juxtaposed opinions?  “People 
would be amazed at the passion 
and knowledge students have about 
some of the issues,” Mr. Kyff said.  

All the teachers agreed 
that we need to be well informed 
and interested in addition to 
being well educated.  “We, as 
citizens of this country, have to 
turn the tables and ask the ques-
tions that we want to know the 
answers to,” said Mrs. Demers.  

Mr. Kyff said that the future 
is up to us: “We are in and will 
continue to be in a time when 
there are many difficult issues and 
decision to be made. It is impera-
tive that we prepare students to 
make these difficult decisions.”

From which 
country is the 

new pope?

Which Asian 
country other than 
China has nuclear 

weapons?

What is the name 
of the Syrian 

president?

Who is the current 
U.S. Secretary 

of State?
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Girls Varsity Lacrosse Co-captain Taylor Brady ’13
(Photo by Helena Roland  ’14)

Boys Varsity Lacrosse Co-captain Jake Waskowitz ’13
(Photo by Rudy DeBerry ’12)

Players of the
Moment:
Seniors Jake 
Waskowitz 

by Maddie Pazzani ’14

At the height of spring 
sports, senior girls varsity lacrosse 
Co-captain Taylor Brady is working 
hard to ensure her final season of 
lacrosse at KO is a strong one. 

Brady is a leader on the 
field; however, she hasn’t always 
been the confident player she 
is today. “I worked hard to be 
where I am, and when I was an 
underclassman I was wary about 
where I stood as a player,” said 
Brady. “Over time I’ve built on 
my confidence and now I believe 
I can do what I send my mind to.” 

She used this determina-
tion and dedication to help her 
team succeed at their hard-won 
victory at Suffield Academy – 
Brady’s personal season high-
light. The team triumphed with a 
score of 12-10 in double overtime, 
rising above major challenges. 

“Since we had received 

four yellow cards during the 
initial game, we had to play a 
man down the whole overtime,” 
said Brady, “and we still managed 
to come out with the win.” 

Part of what made the victory 
at Suffield special for Brady was 
seeing her team work together as a 
cohesive group without becoming 
discouraged. “To see our team play 
together the way they did was the 
best feeling ever, knowing that we 
never gave up, didn’t let our heads 
down and stuck it out,” said Brady.

She said that the team is 
able to strike the right balance 
between fun and seriousness. 
“We crack jokes all the time, but 
when we need to be, we can be 
very serious,” she said. “We have 
a strong relationship with each 
other and with our coaches. The 
coaches push us to do better, and 
when we work hard, we succeed.”

Head Coach Timothy 
Allerton said that he relies on Brady 
for consistent scoring. “She’s one 
of our leading scorers,” said Coach 
Allerton. “She’s one of our best 
ball handlers, which we depend 
on.” He said that specifically, she 
is very good at rolling and scoring, 
and that she shows remarkable 
skill with the ball behind the goal. 

In the team’s narrow 12-11 
loss to Canterbury, Brady kept 

spirits high by contributing three 
goals. They bounced back at their 
next game, winning handily at 
St. Luke’s School 15-11. In this 
exciting Wyvern victory, Brady 
scored four goals and an assist. 

Brady is currently leading 
the team in assists, displaying her 
noteworthy teamwork. “The team 
works hard together and we’re 
very supportive of each other,” she 
said. “We have a strong relation-
ship with each other as a team.” 

Coach Allerton said that as 
a leader, she helps out her team-
mates by offering constructive 
suggestions to help the other 
players. These leadership qualities 
aren’t just on the field: “Lacrosse 
has helped me become more of a 
leader on and off the field,” she 
said. “In sports, you can create 
a bond with people you can’t 
usually make in a classroom.” 

As the season progresses, 
girls lacrosse can count on Brady to 
help them finish the season strongly. 

After that, what’s next for 
Brady? She said that she doesn’t 
plan on turning in her cleats and 
stick any time soon. Next fall, Brady 
is attending Ithaca College, where 
she will join the women’s lacrosse 
team. Ithaca competes in Division 
III athletics. “I plan on sticking with 
lacrosse for a long time,” she said. 

Jake
Waskowitz

Although boys varsity 
lacrosse has faced some setbacks 
so far  this  season,  senior 
Co-captain Jake Waskowitz 
remains focused on the team.  

Not thinking for a moment 
about the team’s record, Waskowitz 
said, “My biggest challenge this 
far has been to step up into the 
leadership role of being a captain. 
The other captains and I work 
hard to make sure the team stays 
motivated and on the right track.” 

The team started out on 
the right track, winning their 
home opener against Cheshire 
Academy 9-7. The lead changed 
teams frequently in this game, and 
Waskowitz worked hard to help 
the Wyverns secure the victory. 

KO suffered a loss against 
Millbrook, but bounced back 
to win in a close game against 
Greens Farms Academy 8-7. 

Despite the losses that 
followed the Greens Farms win, 
Waskowitz remained positive: 
“We also played well against 
Choate, which was a very strong 
team... Overall we’re really 

Injuries as student athletes shaped 
career choices of both KO trainers
by Matt Gutermann ’14

Spring Sports Day is one of 
the most eventful days in the school 
year, and one of the most fun as well. 
As the awaited day creeps up on 
sports teams, they begin to buckle 
down and get ready for the big day.

But Spring Sports Day is a 
big day not only for the athletes, 
but also for the trainers. Both Steve 
Cannata and Julie Kindl have 
been helping the athletes of KO as 
trainers together for the past two 
years, but it was not always this way.

Both Mr. Cannata and Ms. 
Kindl got into their jobs due 
to their own personal injuries.

Ms. Kindl said that she 
first became interested in athletic 
training when she was a freshman 

in high school. She experienced 
a season-ending injury to her 
knee and ended up spending a 
lot of time in her trainer’s office. 

While there she saw a lot 
of other kids come in with inju-
ries, and that is where her interest 
in athletic training developed.

The story is a similar one for 
Mr. Cannata. “I was a pitcher on 
the baseball team in high school 
and injured my elbow. I went to 
a ‘sports medicine doctor,’ and 
he told me to not throw for two 
weeks. I did that and was still expe-
riencing pain, so I went back and 
the doctor told me to find a new 
position to play,” said Mr. Cannata.

Mr. Cannata said he did not 
want to turn away from pitching so 
he began reading about the anatomy 

of the elbow and how to reha-
bilitate it. Thus began his interest 
in the field of athletic training. 

Mr. Cannata went on to pitch 
in college at UConn and took his 
team to the College World Series.

Both trainers have seen 
some bad injuries in their time as 
trainers, and hope that the athletes 
don’t experience these injuries 
on Spring Sports Day, or during 
the games leading up to that day. 

Mr. Cannata says the worst 
injuries he’s seen at KO include a 
compound fracture of the tibia and 
fibula, which is when both bones 
in the lower leg are broken and the 
bone is sticking out of the skin.

Ms. Kindl has also seen 
some bad injuries in her short 
time here at KO. She has seen a 

to go and tackle the task full on.
Springs sports day, a day 

eagerly awaited by all wyverns, 
both current and former, would be 
nothing without the dedication of 
the trainers to keep us all playing.

Spring Sports Day – Varsity and Junior Varsity Games

Boys Lacrosse vs. King Low Heywood Thomas – noon 
JV Boys Tennis vs. Avon Old Farms – 1:30 
JV Boys Lacrosse vs. Westminster – 2:00 

JV Golf vs. Westminster – 2:00, 
Varsity Track and Field vs. Taj, Greenwich Academy – 2:00 

Varsity Baseball vs. Kent –  2:30 
Varsity Girls Lacrosse vs. Berkshire – 2:30

Varsity Golf vs. Berkshire, Williston Northampton – 2:30
JV Girls Lacrosse vs. Berkshire – 3:00 
JV Girls Tennis vs. Berkshire – 3:30
Varsity Sojball vs. Kent – 4:00

few broken bones, a bad concus-
sion or two, and an ACL tear.

The trainers agree that 
although Spring Sports Day is a 
busy day because of all the games 
going on at once, they are ready 

starting to work well together.”
Assistant Coach David Hild 

said Waskowitz is a dedicated 
member of the team, willing to put 
in extra effort to perfect his skills. 
“He works hard doing a lot of indi-
vidual stuff outside of practice.” 

A major part of the team’s 
dynamic is the younger players 
learning the ropes from leaders 
such as Waskowitz. “We have 
some newcomers who are step-
ping up, and a young goalie who 
is doing well,” he Coach Hild. 

Coach Hild mentioned 
Waskowitz’s remarkable rapport 
with the underclassmen on the 
team. “He’s a good kid,” said Coach 
Hild. “We have a decent number of 
younger kids this year, and Jake’s 
a good senior leader who is well 
liked and friendly with everyone, 
and that’s not always easy to find.”

This season of lacrosse is 
Waskowitz’s last at KO; however, 
he says that he will continue 
to play lacrosse at Amherst 
College next year. “I’m defi-
nitely looking forward to the 
time I’ll spend there,” he said. 

The team has many more 
games left this season, and Jake 
hopes that they will be able to 
finish the season as strong as 
they started. No matter what, 
he’ll be thinking about the team. 

“Lacrosse has been a huge 
part of my KO experience,” 
he said. “I’ve gotten to know 
some great people through our 
team, and many of them have 
had a big influence on me.”

Taylor 
Brady
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by Abbie Mancinelli ‘14

The Kingswood Oxford Golf 
team is off to a promising start 
with a 5-2 record, with losses to 
Westminister and Avon Old Farms. 

“The team is looking good 
so far. We’re relatively young 
but we have very high expecta-
tions. Westminister and Avon 
Old Farms are two of our biggest 
competitors, along with Taft,” 
says junior Patrick Hallisey. 

Senior Hunter Sanders 
agreed. “One of our biggest 
upcoming matches is definitely 
Taft,” he says. “We’re off to a 
decent start with five wins and two 
losses, but with time we’ll definitely 

be getting better as the season goes 
on and we get more practice in.” 

Junior John Stepensky 
said, “This year’s team is looking 
very promising. Pat Hallisey and 
[senior] Connor Beakey have been 
playing strong. Hunter Sanders is 
a great leader. [Sophomore] Jack 
Beckerman has really improved 
as a player and is a great team-
mate, and [freshman] Evan Sliker 
is a great addition this year.”

 “Our team is solid top to 
bottom. In my opinion, anyone 
can go low. In my opinon, 
we have no weaknesses, and 
I am really looking forward 
to this year,” said Stepensky.

Hallisey said, “As a team, our 

greatest strength is that everyone 
on the team can be the best player 
that day. We have a lot of depth. 
Our biggest weakness is probably 
our inconsistency with scoring but 
it is still early in the season. We’re 
all playing better and better day 
by day, and the team chemistry is 
really great. We have a lot of fun 
on bus rides and at team dinners.” 

The program is not that much 
different from last year, Sanders 
said. “The main difference between 
this year and last year is we are all 
wiser and stronger golfers. Every-
thing is still there that was last 
year and things are looking good.”

The guys also have great 
things to say about Coach 

Scott Dunbar, who has been 
leading the golf program to 
victory for many years now.

Hallisey said, “Mr. Dunbar 
does a great job organizing our 
team and giving us tips on how to 
play the course. He knows so much 
and he has thousands of funny 
stories he tells us on the bus rides.”

Stepensky said ,  “Mr. 
Dunbar is a great coach for our 
team. He is also a cool teacher 
and is really helpful whenever 
we have questions on anything.”

Sanders said, “Mr. Dunbar 
is a very good coach. He defi-
nitely knows what he’s talking 
about when it comes to golf.”

Not  only is  golf  the 

winningest team at KO, but also 
two-time defending Founders 
League Champions and three 
players plan on going on to play 
Division 1. Hallisey has committed 
to Boston College, Beakey to Fair-
field University, and Stepensky 
is unsure but currently being 
recruited by Division 1 schools.  

Big things are expected from 
Hallisey, Beakey, and Stepensky 
this year and Coach Dunbar said 
that he is looking for them to step 
forward and be leaders on the team. 

They hope that this year 
that they will be able to main-
tain their  winning reputa-
tion, and once again win the 
Founders title later this season.

Fiesty boys lacrosse shoots, hopes 
to score second Fairchester title
by Ruthie Dannehy ‘13

The boys varsity lacrosse 
team opened their season with a 
strong 9-7 win against Cheshire 
Academy. The team had not faced 
Cheshire in almost 50 years, and 
they were looking for a win. 
Offensively, the team started slow. 

“Cold, gusty winds and 
opening game jitters contributed 
to a low scoring first half; one 
which ended in a 4-4 tie” said 
Assistant Coach David Hild.

However, the team’s defen-
sive strength and freshman goalie 
Carter Swanson’s strong first 
showing set up for an impres-
sive second half. In the second 
half, the Wyverns dominated 
Cheshire’s end of the field with 
Freshman Brendan Lantieri 
scoring the team’s two final goals.

“I t  was  a  great  way 
to  s tar t  the  season” sa id 
senior co-captain Kent Byrd. 

Throughout the season, 
the team has benefitted from 
the ability to combine returning 
s t a r t e r s  w i t h  y o u n g ,  u p 
and coming players.  

“We have a lot of new guys 
coming in as freshman who are 
really stepping up” said Byrd.  

Head Coach John Gormley 
cites the returning players, 
including last year’s starting 
defensive lineup, as a key compo-
nent to the team’s success. 

Despite the strong showing 
at Cheshire, the boys fell to 
Millbrook in a 17-9 loss. The 
team suffered from a series of 
injuries that affected their play. 

“We are still coming off 
of injuries received in the first 
two games, but we are fighting 
through” said Coach Gormley. 

The team still managed to 
bury nine goals from a variety 
of players, including multiple 
goals from senior Co-captain Jake 
Waskowitz and one off of an impres-

sive run made by a defenseman, 
senior co-captain Tim O’Sullivan. 

They bounced back from the 
defeat at Millbrook to take Greens 
Farms Academy with a hard fought 
8-7 win. The team saw goals from 
junior Aashish Jaswal, junior Owen 
Jarmoc, junior Campbell Taylor, 
junior Connor Keenan, Lantieri, 
and Giordano. Meanwhile senior 
Andrew Sikora, sophomore Chris 
Carley, junior Matt Gutermann, 
and junior Gage Sanders stepped 
up on defense. In the second 
half, Greens Farms took advan-
tage of the Wyverns penalties to 

score, making it a close game. 
“Nevertheless, when all 

was said and done, goalie Carter 
Swanson made a few big saves, 
15 overall in the game, and the 
Wyverns were able to ‘ice’ the 
ball for the final two minutes to 
hold on for their first road win 
of the season” said Coach Hild. 

Many feel that the win 
against Greens Farms, which marks 
their first Fairchester League game, 
is a good indication of the team’s 
potential for the rest of the season. 

“The win against Greens 
Farms drove us further and 

pushed us  harder  to  win 
Fairchester again. We have a 
lot of momentum going into our 
league games” said O’Sullivan. 

With a 2-1 record, the boys 
faced two tough losses against 
Canterbury and Kent. They suffered 
a 16-4 defeat against Canterbury 
and a 10-3 loss against Kent. 

Against Canterbury the 
team suffered from a “slow 
start” in the first half, according 
to Byrd. In the second half, the 
Wyverns were able to rally. 

“The team played a more 
spirited second half.  The passing 

and catching were sharper, the 
checks were harder, and the 
effort was stronger.  Though the 
team didn’t make up the differ-
ence, they gave a better account 
of themselves” said Coach Hild. 

The team’s offensive efforts 
were led by Jaswal who scored 
three goals in the second half. 

In the game against Kent, the 
boys trailed by three goals at the 
end of the first half, but were worn 
down by the impressive size and 
depth of the Kent bench, giving 
up six goals in the second half. 

Next the team came out to 
play an always strong Choate team. 
Both sides battled hard, but in the 
end Choate took the win 14-4.

Fresh off the loss, the boys 
needed to pull it together and get 
ready for a big game. The team 
would next be playing Rye Country 
Day, in a big league game. The game 
was close the entire 48 minutes, 
and well fought by both teams, 
but Rye came out winning 9-7.

Looking ahead, they team 
has a full schedule which will be 
decisive in the Fairchester Tour-
nament. The boys are prepared 
to improve their play, but have 
confidence in their future success. 

“We have a long way 
to go as a team, but I think 
everyone is  committed to 
doing their part” said Byrd. 

The team has gained experi-
ence that they can carry into the rest 
of their season and are starting to 
come together as a unit on the field. 

“ W e  c a n  a l w a y s 
improve team chemistry, but 
we’re starting to mesh well 
as a team” said Waskowitz. 

The coaches share the team’s 
high expectations and are looking 
for continued improvement.

“We hope to play very 
strongly for the rest of the season. We 
want to get better and stay healthy 
and win the Fairchester Tourna-
ment again” said Coach Gormley. 

Junior Tyler Difrancesco defends the ball from am opposing defender(photo by Garrett Meccariello ‘13)

Golf team swings third straight 
Founders League championship
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P o w e r e d  b y 
heavy hitters and by strong 
outfield play the boys varsity base-
ball team has started off strong.

With the season underway 
the team fights to stay above 
.500  wi th  a  3 -2  record .

The Wyverns s tar ted 
off the season with a victory 
over Westminster School 7-5, 
followed by a loss to Hopkins 
School, 8-7, and the Taft School, 
8-6. The team bounced back 
after losing two games to beat 
Chase Collegiate School, 7-3 
and Choate Rosemary Hall, 7-5.

“We've been swinging the 
bats really well this year, and were 
running the bases hard and forcing 
a lot of errors,” said senior tri-
captain left fielder Shane Carroll, 
“Our defense on the other hand 
needs a little tightening still.”

The team’s strength is 
that they hit the ball well and 
they have a strong outfield; 
however, the team’s weakness 
is consistently in the infield.

“The Choate game was a 
huge win and proved our spot in 
the league showing that we can 
play with anyone,” said junior tri-
captain pitcher/centerfielder Reid 
Collins. “We all hit well and they 
played some of the best defense 
behind me that I have seen all year.”

Before the Choate game, 
Choate’s record was 3-0 in the 
Founders League. Collins pitched 

the whole game, completing his 
third full game and third win.

“After having gone down 
by three runs in the first inning 
we rallied back and scored four 
runs in the second inning,” said 
Head Coach Steve Cannata, “Our 
confidence grew and by running 
the bases aggressively we forced 
Choate into a couple of errors.”

The coaches preach working 

hard on the fundamentals during 
practice so that they're second 
nature in game situations. Also, to 
stay focused and relaxed, said senior 
tri-captain right fielder Mike Turro.

“Steve is a great pitching 
coach and is having great 
success trying out different 
lineups,” said Collins, “he seems 
to always put in someone who 
is going to impact the game.”

This year the squad added 
Assistant Coach Ryan Radmanovich 
to the depth charts. Radmanovich 
played in the MLB and for Canada 
in the World Baseball Classic.

“He brings a level of knowl-
edge of the game that you don't get 
from normal coaches,” said Collins, 
“he is a great hitting instructor 
and knows just about everything 
there is to know about baseball.”

Baseball starts season hi"ing 
their way to impressive wins    
by Griffin Maloney ’14 The teams hitting has been 

phenomenal this year so far. Turro 
leads the team with a .429 batting 
average. Followed by Collin’s at 
.400, senior shortstop Brandon 
Vigliatura with a .350, Carroll with a 
.353, junior catcher Collin Brantner 
with a .333. Vigliatura also leads 
the team with RBI’s with seven.

Collins has started off the 
season incredibly strong with a 
3-0 all complete games. Collins is 
batting .400 and has an ERA of 2.30.

“Reid constantly faces the 
best teams in the Founders League 
and yet he hasn’t come out of a single 
game, even for one inning, “ said 
junior third baseman Jake Leshem.

As a team the Wyverns 
have only thrown 7 walks in 5 
games and have scored 34 runs 
in 5 games. Also, as a team they 
are batting over .300 combined. 

The teams goals for the rest 
of the season are to have continued 
success in Founders League and win 
the close games. We have a great 
team and if we continue to grow 
there will be more wins to come. 

It’s a team game and we 
have a real cohesive group of 
guys on this team, said Collins.

“The goals are to keep 
playing well, and finish with as good 
a record as possible,” said Carroll, 
“Also it'd be great to finish high in 
the Founders League standings.”

Come support the boys base-
ball team on Spring Sports Day, 
Apr. 27 against the Kent School 
at 2:30 on the baseball diamond. 

Girls lax begins promising season 
with resilent 12‑10 win vs. Suffield 

The girls varsity lacrosse 
team has started off the season 
strong, 2-4, showing their 
true colors in their Apr. 6 
game at Suffield Academy. 

The Wyverns were down 
7-4 at halftime, but proceeded to 
battle through and scored four 
consecutive goals to take the lead. 

In the final moments of 
the game, the ball was moving 
back and forth across the field, 
until Suffield won the ball and 
scored to tie the game, 10-10. 

The Wyverns were man 
down for the first half of overtime. 

Right from the start, they 
won the first draw and scored. 
Then winning the second draw 
and seeing an opportunity for an 
easy goal, they scored with one 
second left to win the game 12-10. 

Head Coach Tim Allerton 
said this game “brought the team 
together” which is highlighted by the 
true team effort required for the win. 

Senior Tri-captains Brooke 

Goldsmith, Taylor Brady and 
Danielle Katz all scored, in addi-
tion to junior Megan Geier and 
sophomore Sophia Harrison. 

Sophomore  Kenne l ly 
Allerton had an assist and soph-
omore goalie Corrinne Florian 
had an outstanding 21 saves. 

“I was proud of how 
the team came together,” said 
Brady. “We never gave up.” 

The OT win at Suffield 
set the groundwork for moving 
forward, said Coach Allerton. 

“It  was an emotional 
win,” he said, “and taught the 
girls to believe in their abilities 
after a few tough losses before.” 

B e f o r e  t h e  S u f f i e l d 
game, the girls played Pomfret 
on Apr. 3 and lost 12-9, and 
lost 18-7 on Apr. 4 to Taft. 

On Apr. 10 they lost 12-11 
to Canterbury but came back on 
Apr. 13 and beat St. Luke’s 15-11. 

Coach Allerton’s main 
concern going into the season was 
whether or not the team would get 
along, but he is thrilled how well 

they are working as a team so far. 
All the seniors have really 

stepped into leadership roles 
and there is a positive mix of 
experienced and inexperienced 
players that are taking on bigger 
roles, said Coach Allerton. 

“The team is starting to 
gel,” he said. “Every kid on any 
day has stepped up. There is not 
one top scorer; it depends on the 

day and on the game who leads.”
Florian and sophomore 

goalie Julianne DeAngelo are 
both looking really good, and 
spend a lot of time being coached 
by Assistant Coach Tori Hooker. 

Coach Hooker is the JV coach 
and an experienced goalie. “The 
goalies are getting a lot of attention 
and are learning to play with a lot of 
confidence,” Coach Allerton said. 

Florian has made the biggest 
difference for the team so far this 
season, said Goldsmith. Brady 
agreed with her and compli-
mented their goalies hard work. 

“She’s improved tremen-
dously already, making over 20 
saves on average a game,” said 
Brady. “Every game she never 
ceases to amaze me at the kinds 
of stops she makes and in keeping 
her composure is always one of 
the biggest assets to our team.”

T h e  t e a m ’s  b i g g e s t 
weakness is transitioning the 
ball from defense to attack. 

Coach Allerton said the 
team is focusing on that skill a 

lot in practice, working on better 
passes and making the catch.  

He added that the girls have 
been working hard to get in shape 
and improve their stick skill.

Coach Allerton’s hopes for the 
rest of the season are really all about 
meshing and maturing as a team. 

He understands the pressure 
and is introducing a little at a time 
and adding things in, said Brady. 

Freshman Ali Klute and 
Gwyneth McDonald are both 
starting, and he said a lot of 
other players have new roles 
on the starting line, and are 
seeing minutes every game. 

The team needs some time to 
reach their peak, he said, but with the 
wonderful behavior, everyone has 
taken on the roll to really succeed. 

With the season just under 
way the girls have a bright 
future ahead of them. They 
work harder and harder every 
day and contiune to impress.  

Come support the girls 
varistry lacrosse team on Spring 
Sports Day, Apr. 27. at 2:30.

by Brenda Winn ’13

“Every kid on any 
day has stepped 
up. There isn’t 
one top scorer; 
it depends on the 
day and on the 
game who leads.”                  
  -Coach Allerton. 

Infielder catches ball hit by opposing batter. Photo by Garrett Meccariello ’13

Florian makes 21 saves
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The varsity boys tennis team 
started off their 2013 season with 
a win in the Kingswood Oxford 
Invitational Tennis Tournament.

The KITT’s are an annual 
event that have been held 
since 1972, but this was the 
first year since 2000 that the 
boys team have won overall. 

“We were all really excited 
because we weren’t expecting 
to win and we went in with the 
mindset of just doing as well 
as we could and we were really 
happy with the result,” said 
senior captain Mark Toubman. 

Kingswood Oxford is 
generally the smallest school in 
the competition, but this year 
it did not matter as KO was the 
best team at the tournament.

“The KITT’s were terrific. 
It really was a team effort 
because everyone won at least 
one match. Everyone got points 
for the team and contributed,” 
said Head Coach Andy Krugman. 

While most matches against 
a school were head to head and six 
singles matches and three doubles 
matches are played, during the 
KITTs there are four singles matches 
and two doubles matches played. 

Two players who really 
stood out for Coach Krugman 
and for the whole team during 
the KITTs were Toubman and 
eighth-grader Matthew Lord.

“Toubman played #1 
singles and won and Lord played 
#2 singles and won and they 
also played doubles together 

and won. Even though it was 
a team accomplishment, they 
really did the heavy lifting for 
the team,” said Coach Krugman. 

The Wyverns then went 
on to play a tough match 
against a strong Deerfield 
team, losing their match 2-5.

“The Deerfield match 
was a tough loss because there 
were four point to be had, but 
everything would have had to 
have gone just right for us to 
win,” said Coach Krugman. 

Freshman Jacob Appleton, 
one of the team’s top players, 
was still rehabbing his injury, 
a n d  t h e  D e e r f i e l d  t e a m 
was at full strength. 

“We lost a couple of tough 
matches but I was not disap-

pointed in the effort because 
Deerfield really had to fight to 
beat us even though we were short 
handed,” said Coach Krugman. 

However, the Wyverns were 
able to bounce back from their 
loss with wins against Gunnery 
and Kent, 4-3 and 5-2 respectively. 

“Against  Gunnery we 
were missing 5 of our 12 team 
members so our depth was tested, 
but Appleton and Austin Briggs 
came up huge for us,” said Coach 
Krugman. During the Gunnery 
match in singles Toubman won 6-2, 
6-2, Appleton won 6-3, 6-1, and 
Briggs won 7-5, 6-0. In doubles 
Toubman and Briggs won 8-6, 
which clinched the match for the 
Wyverns, and Appleton and eigth-
grader Charles Bellemare won 8-3. 

Against Kent the Wyverns 
were without Toubman, who 
plays #1 singles, but were still 
able to defeat them, winning 
in doubles and winning four 
of  the i r  s ingles  matches . 

This year the Wyverns 
h a v e  i m p r o v e d  t h e i r 
doubles  game immensely. 

“So far we have won every 
doubles match and we’ve done 
extremely well. Whether it’s 
because we found the right combo 
or because we have a better 
mindset going into the matches, 
but doubles has been a great 
stability so far,” said Toubman. 

Briggs is one of the players 
that everyone on the team can 
agree has impressed the most.

“Briggs was at the bottom 

of the ladder in both singles and 
doubles, and now he’s playing 
#3 and #4, winning, and has 
helped us a lot,” said Toubman. 

“Everyone has  real ly 
stepped up on the team and I’ve 
been pleased with everyone. The 
middle schoolers on the team have 
jumped in when needed. I’ve kept 
a big team and it came in handy, 
especially when we were down 
players,” said Coach Krugman. 

This year the team has an 
interesting mix of older and younger 
players on the team, with three 
seniors and seven underclassmen. 

“There’s a good mix of kids 
who have a lot of experience with 
kids who don’t have a lot of experi-
ence with high school tennis, but 
do play tournament tennis, and it 
has been translating really well 
in high school,” said Toubman. 

The main team goal is to have 
a winning season, to play well in the 
end of the year league tournament, 
and to make it into New Englands, 
but those are long term goals for the 
Wyverns. Short term goals include 
taking every match as it comes 
and not thinking too far ahead. 

“When the season is over, 
if we can look back and say that 
we succeeded in playing to the 
best of our ability, playing the 
game the right way, and enjoying 
our teammates then it will be a 
success regardless of what the 
record is,” said Coach Krugman. 

The  Wyverns  p layed 
Wa t k i n s o n  l a s t  M o n d a y 
and   Hopkins yesterday. 

by Abhilash Panthagani ’14

The track team has thun-
dered to a terrific start. By winning 
all of their events against the 
American School for the Deaf 
to begin the season, the track 
team is hoping to extend their 
dominance through the season.

 In the 100-meter dash, 
Sophomore Sharrief Grice ran 
a scorching 11.5 seconds, and 
followed that performance with 
23.5 seconds in the 200 meter 
dash to sweep both of the events.

Competing against the Hyde 
School proved more difficult as 
the dominant 4 by 1 boys relay 
team was disqualified, The team 
consisted of sophomores Elijah 
Langston, Justin Saint, Grice, 
and freshman Koby Quansah. 

However, the girls track team 
swept their competitions across the 
board. The 4 by 1 girls relay team, 
which included freshmen Lauren 
Barnes, Emily Courton, Kaleigh 
Sanders and junior Samantha 

Pinkes, earned a first-place finish.  
Although they were not as dominant 
as they were against ASD, the KO 
track team won the meet assuredly.

Against Canterbury, Grice 
achieved his personal best and 
broke the KO track record for 

the 100-meter dash, when he 
broke 11 seconds by running a 
10.98 seconds as well as winning 
first place in the 400 meter dash. 

The 4 by 1 boys relay team 
also asserted their dominance over 
the competition with a resounding 

victory that warranted them a first 
place finish. Junior Sam Goddard 
achieved his personal best in the 
3k while junior Rachel Yirigian 
placed third on the high jump 
podium with a height of 4’2.’’ 

Even newcomers to the 
team made waves in their various 
competitions against Canterbury’s 
track team. Freshman Kaleigh 
Sanders got first place in the 
girl’s 100 meter dash. However, 
these individual accolades did 
not award the KO track team the 
win, because the ultimately lost 
the match against Canterbury.

Many are bill ing this 
year’s track team as one of the 
fastest in the league, and are 
expecting this team to dominate 
the Founders League competition. 

“The team has grown a lot 
this year,” said Captain Samantha 
Pinkes, “and there are a lot of new 
kids from all of the grades. We have 
a bunch of really strong runners 
and throwers this year who have 
never even been on a track team 

before. Everyone has been doing 
really well this season and we have 
already seen many of the returning 
kids beat their personal bests.” 

The track team this year 
is saturated with young athletes 
who are sure to make the KO 
track team a formidable force 
in the years to come, but the 
dearth of experience among these 
young athletes in no  way has 
hindered their success this season. 

“The freshmen of the team 
have shown how hard they are 
willing to work this season,” said 
junior Molly Papermaster, “and as 
they become more acquainted with 
their individual competitions, the 
team will begin to blossom and will 
be able to compete against even 
tougher competition,”  

With a 2-1 record the KO 
track team will gear up to face 
Suffield Academy Wednesday 
the 24th, and hope to retain 
their winning record with victo-
ries over Greenwich Academy 
and Taft on Spring Sports Day..

Junior Samantha Pinkes and freshman Kaleigh Sanders sprint toward the 
finish line. (Photo by Molly Papermaster ’14)

Senior Curtis Johnson, senior Mark Toubman, eighth grader Matthew Lord, seventh grader William Appleton, and 
freshman Austin Briggs with the KITT trophy. (Photo by Helena Roland ’14)

Track team fires off starting block, 
sprints to impressive 2‑1 record

by Taryn Braz ’14

Toubman, Lord lead boys tennis 
to first KITT victory in 13 years
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Girls tennis serves up winners 
on way to 4‑0 early season record
By John Peavy ’13

The atmosphere surrounding 
the girls varsity tennis team this 
year is seemingly how the atmo-
sphere around the Miami Heat, 
San Francisco Giants, or UConn 
Women’s basketball team would be.  

Like these other organi-
zations the team has a winning 
attitude, and Head Coach Ronald 
Garcia has taken the advice 
from the late, great Oakland 
Raiders owner, Al Davis, “just 
win baby.” So far that’s exactly 
what they have done. The team is 
undefeated through four games. 

Their last game was a 7-0 
sweep of Williston Northampton. 
Their cohesion and camaraderie 
are both major reasons as to 
why they are such a juggernaut. 

“We all want to win and 
work hard so that we can,” 
said senior Tri-captain Dayna 
Lord, “and we are having so 
much fun as we are doing it.” 

They work hard every day, 
which also allows them to play 
hard, as Lord said, “The team is 
full of some of the best personali-
ties, and when they’re not playing 
tennis they are always having fun. “

Whether it’s senior Tri-
captain Shelby Smith serenading the 
team with some Justin Timberlake 
or freshman Allie Perron taking a 
Vine, the team gets along and it is a 
major part as why they are winning. 

It can be hard for tennis 
teams to all get along because 
of its nature as an independent 
sport, however, around this team 
no one could ever get that feeling. 

They work hard every day 
in practice because they know 

it’ll make them better in games 
and they know it’s their job to 
win their match so the team can 
win the game. They do their job 
so the teams could do theirs. 

The season has just begun 
and there are many more games 
to be played, however, with the 
way they are playing the major 
goals are starting to be realized. 

“We have a bright future 
the way we are playing, and 
I’m excited to see where we 

can take this,” said Smith. 
This team knows what 

they can do and their early 
resu l t s  have  shown th i s . 

The team had a big test 
against Hopkins on Tuesday. Last 
year Hopkins defeated KO in a 
very close match and this year is 
shaping up to be just as close. KO 
looks for revenge against Hopkins 
on the road to the championship. 

The last time the KO girls 
varsity tennis team went undefeated 
was 2009, and now they look to 
go back to the promise land with a 
very skilled and hard working team. 

“We give everything are 
all and try to set good examples 
for the younger players,” said 
senior Tri-captain Brooke Hayes. 

All  three seniors  set 
great examples for the younger 
players on the team, and it is 
already starting to show. Perron 
and freshman Olivia Shea have 
played tremendously and are 
really helping out the team already. 

Both girls are playing singles 
matches and playing very well in 
them both winning their last two 
matches. Perron and Shea show 
how the tennis program is built 
to both win now and in the future. 

The No. 2 singles player is 
sophomore Melissa Lord and eighth 
grader Nicole Galik plays number 
one doubles with Dayna Lord. 

The team’s strengths are just 
about everything. Top to bottom 
they are one of the best tennis teams 
that KO has seen and they are by 
far the best sports team on campus. 

Both Lords don’t have very 
many exploitable holes and, other 
than a doubles match versus Choate, 
they have yet to play a close match. 

With the star players 
performing and younger players 
stepping up it is also very 
hard to pinpoint a weakness. 

The team is in form, 
and it is hard to stop a great 
team that is playing great, just 
ask the Milwaukee Bucks. 

This year they will look 
to take everything for them-
selves because that is the atti-
tude that surrounds the team. 
They set high goals because 
they know they can reach them. 

Head Coach Garcia has 
taken the Field of Dreams 
approach to setting up a sports 
program, “If you build it, they 
will come.” Well he built it, they 
have come, and now they will win.

Senior Dayna Lord serving to opponent. (Photo by Helena Roland ’14)

Bats launch soEball team to 4 wins
By Rachel Yirigian ’14

KO varsity softball has 
started the season with a bang.  
With five games under their belt, 
and a 4-1 record, the team is looking 
forward to a very successful season.

Head Coach Catherine Schi-
effelin said that she is very pleased 
with the effort the team has put in 
towards improving thus far.  “We 
have a very young team with great 
potential this season,” she said. 

The team this year consists of 
two eighth graders, three freshmen, 
and slew of talented sophomores. 

The Wyverns’ first victory 
was against Wilbraham and Monson 
with a score of 11-0.  Coach Schi-
effelin said that this team was 
a new team on the schedule and 
that, going into the game, she 
didn’t know much about them.  

“Their coach was very eager 
to scrimmage over break but that 
got snowed out so we made time 
before our other games,” she said.  

Junior Co-captain and 
starting pitcher Taryn Braz had 14 
strikeouts and shut out the offense 
with only five hits.  She also had 
an RBI single.  Sophomore catcher 
Cameron Dias also had a very 
successful game with an RBI triple.  

Coach Schieffelin said that 
the team did a very good job of 
“capitalizing on fielding errors to 
make for a strong offensive effort.”

The second game of the 
season was against Ethel Walkers 
and KO came out with another 
victory with a score of 2-1.  

Coaches and players agreed 
that this was the highlight of the 

season thus far and has really moti-
vated them for the upcoming season. 

“This is a huge deal,” Braz 
said, “because they have one of the 
best pitchers in Connecticut and 
probably in all of New England. 
Our defense was incredible and 
made some really good plays, 
and we capitalized on their errors 
which is what softball is all about.”  

Senior co-captain center-
fielder Marissa Landino agreed, 
saying that Walker is a team they 
always struggle to beat because of 
their fast and consistent pitcher.  

But this year KO faced them 
in their second game and was able 
to put up a good fight and shut 
down their scoring. “Tito [Braz] 

had 14 strikeouts in that game,” 
she said.  “She pitched an awesome 
game, and we definitely owe it to 
her and Cam, the dynamic duo.” 

Coach Schieffelin also 
pointed out that Dias called a very 
smart game from behind the plate.

The third game was against 
Hopkins with a final score of 
8-2.  Coach Schieffelin said 
that, although this team was 
not particularly strong, it took 
longer than anticipated for KO 
to obtain a substantial lead.  

“The umpire was really 
pinching Braz,” she said, “which 
forced her to pitch in the heart of 
the zone.  That made it easier for 
their offense to get good hits.” 

But Braz made the best of it 
and struck out eleven players.  In 
addition she had three RBIs.  “This 
was a very strong game offensively, 
as we had  seven stolen bases,” 
junior outfielder Rachel Dietz said.   

Freshman Jeanna Williams 
was successful as the plate, 
going 2-3 and using her speed 
to beat out two ground balls.

A l l  p l a y e r s  a g r e e d 
that the captains, Braz and 
Landino, have done a great job 
of leading and motivating the 
underclassmen on the team.   

“They are very good friends 
already and that chemistry makes 
for great communication on the 
field,” junior Jacqueline Dufour 

said Braz said that she makes 
a strong effort to help out  her 
players when they need it. “I 
try to lead by example by have 
a good attitude because I know 
that teams tend to follow the 
captains. I think Marissa and I 
have worked really well together 
so far and I hope that continues.”  

Braz, Landino, Dietz, 
and Dufour also gave a lot 
of credit to their coaches.  

Danielle Hoff is the new 
assistant coach this year, and the 
team is very happy to have her. 
“She’s good at encouraging us 
and making sure that we stay on 

Junior Taryn Braz pitches against Ethel Walker School. Photo by Helena Roland ’14.

KO softball’s 
success so far has 
been a result of 
the efforts of every 
team member.  
track during practices.” Landino 
said. “Schieffelin has incorpo-
rated a couple different things 
into our practices that I think 
have helped a lot with defense 
and offense, and we’ve improved 
as a team as a result of that.” 

Indeed, the team has been 
working a great deal on their short 
game, which consist of slapping and 
bunting, to build their confidence. 

Looking forward,  the 
team’s goals are making it 
to the New England playoff 
games,  having a  winning 
record, and having an enjoy-
able season they can be proud of.


