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KO chooses Dillow as Head 
Thomas Dillow was named 

KO’s next Head of School, 
announced on March 21 by 
the Head Search Committee, 
composed of faculty, alumni, 
and trustees. Mr. Dillow will 
assume his new position on July 
1, 2018. With the help of the 
search firm, Spencer Stuart, the 
Search Committee interviewed 
and assessed over 75 candi-
dates from around the country. 

Mr. Dillow grew up in 
Europe, and for the past 22 years 
he has taught and coached at 
various private schools. “Having 
grown up overseas was influen-
tial in shaping my thoughts about 
education and understanding the 
rest of the world,” Mr. Dillow said. 

Mr.  Di l low earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Govern-
ment and History from George-
town University, where he also 
played D1 soccer. He obtained 
a Master’s degree in Interna-
tional and European Politics from 
the University of Edinburgh.

Mr. Dillow has served 
various roles at four different 
independent schools around the 
country, as a history teacher, 

advisor, educator, and soccer 
coach. He is currently working 
as Assistant Head of School at 
Shorecrest Preparatory School in 
St. Petersburg, Florida where he 
has been for the past six years. 

Mr. Dillow said he is 
leaving Shorecrest because of the 
wonderful opportunity awaiting 
at KO. He said he loved every-
thing about the school and was 
compelled to be a part of it. 

“Where KO is in its history 
sits with my own experiences 
and background,” he said. “I saw 
talented faculty and administrators 
[who are] committed to students 
and [to] creating learning environ-
ments that help students become 
prepared for the real world.” 

Director of Academic 
Planning Carolyn McKee, who 
was a member of the Search 
Committee, said that the team 
was looking for an individual with 
four essential leadership capa-
bilities. These included someone 
who is a strategic and academic 
visionary,  an organization 
capacity builder, a research devel-
oper, and a community builder. 

“We needed someone who 
has a sense of where the school 
should go and who would be able 

to bring out the best in teachers 
and students,” Ms. McKee said. 

Vice Chair of the Trustee 
Board Bruce Mandell said that Mr. 
Dillow was a very qualified candi-
date for the position of Head of 
School. “He immediately fit the KO 
values and made it very clear how 
important focusing on balancing 
young student’s workloads with 
appropriate curriculum was,” he 
said. “Mr. Dillow was a standout 
from the beginning and has had a 
terrific private school career, being 
an extremely thoughtful educator.” 

Head of School Dennis 
Bisgaard said that he thinks Mr. 
Dillow is a great person with 
quality experience. “I think it’s 
always great to have a fresh 
perspective,” he said. “A newcomer 
can always bring new energy.”

Chair of the Trustee Board 
Bradley Hoffman said that the 
two finalists were both well  
qualified and extraordinary, 
but the committee knew that 
Mr. Dillow would be the best 
choice in the long term for KO. 

“I am thrilled and very 
excited that we were able to 
find someone of [Mr. Dillow’s]  
caliber and extensive background, 
and I know he is going to move 

the school forward in a posi-
tive direction that we’ve never 
seen before,” Mr. Hoffman said. 

Ms. McKee said that it 
was evident that Mr. Dillow had 
a lot of leading and educational 
experience. “He seemed invested 
in communities,” she said.

Mr. Dillow said he is very 
excited about joining KO’s 
community and is honored to take 
the position as Head of School. “I 
was really drawn to KO’s commit-
ment to diversity and inclusivity,” 
he said. “I am looking forward to 
the moment when I look around 
and know a lot of the faces 
and it feels like home for me.” 

Mr. Mandell said that the 
school wanted someone who really 
understood how to develop the 
curriculum and mentor teachers. 
“It will be up to him and his 
administrative staff to set goals 
which will be student-centered, 
working with the curriculum, 
managing student balance, and 
making KO the best private day 
school in the Northeast,” he said. 

Mr. Hoffman said that he 
hopes Mr. Dillow will bring his 
leadership, passion, and ability 
to helping everyone navigate 
what has become a very competi-

by Esha Kataria ’20

Mr. Dillow will join KO this summer. 
Photo courtesy of the KO website.

tive world.“He’s bringing many 
different elements to his role as 
the Head of the School, which 
also lines up with the KO tradi-

t ion that  Dennis Bisgaard 
has helped enhance,” he said. 

Mr. Bisgaard said he hopes 
that Mr. Dillow will embrace 
the community, see what’s here, 
implement positive changes, 
and help shape the future of KO.

Mr. Dillow said that he feels 
KO is in a great place, and he is 
excited to bring new ideas to make 
it even better. “I am looking forward 

KO News staff launches website
The KO News is going 

online on Thursday, April 26. 
The KO News has been around 
in print for as long as students 
and most faculty can remember, 
but it will now have a new 
address at www.thekonews.org. 

Head Web Editor sopho-
more Alma Clark built the Word-
press site and tweaked it with the 
help of Faculty Advisor Catherine 
Schieffelin in preparation for the 
April 26 release to the public. 

While there are other 
members within the KO commu-
nity who are assisting in the creation 
of the website, Alma is the person 
in charge of the web design. “I 

by Aidan O’Loughlin ’20 started work on the website around 
February, and I am using Word-
press to create the site,” Alma said. 

While Alma has been hard 
at work creating the website for 
the past few months, Ms. Schief-
felin started advocating for 
the site at the start of the year. 

“At the beginning of the 
year, I just started having some 
conversations with some head 
editors of the staff,” Ms. Schief-
felin said. “[Because] as I was 
looking around and researching I 
saw that we were kind of behind. 
So many of the New England 
prep schools have online papers.” 

After Ms. Schieffelin talked 
it over with the KO News staff, 
she spoke with the administration 

about creating the website. She 
said that with the newspaper going 
online, there were many things to 
consider. “There are certainly a 
lot of issues, and benefits,” Ms. 
Schieffelin said. “There will be 
a  much greater responsibility on 
the KO News writers to get the 
facts right, to ask more questions 
and get at the heart of things.” 

Alma discussed the plan 
for the website. “Currently, we 
are only going to be putting the 
paper copy of the KO News 
online,” Alma said. “In the future 
we hope to have web-exclusive 
content like more stories, or a 
series on the website.” Meaning 
that while the KO News website 
will only have what is published 

on paper in its early stages, web 
exclusive content is a goal for 
those hard at work on the site. 

“The website will be a 
new experience,” Ms. Schief-
felin said. “Once we are comfort-
able [publishing our print 
stories online], the goal is to 
start creating web exclusive 
content. I can see including way 
more photos and videos. For 
a review of an album, you can 
embed a Spotify playlist, and we 
could create quizzes,” she said. 

While there are many oppor-
tunities with the website, Ms. 
Schieffelin also warns students 
about the seriousness of the site. 
“As the KO News goes online, 
there is going to have to be a 

cultural shift in the way that we 
think about how the news exists. 
I think students, when they are 
being interviewed,  are going to 
have to be aware that their words 
may be published in a public way, 
and that their words will live 
online.” Previously the publica-
tion of the paper was somewhat 
private, with the print issue only 
being within the KO community. 
That will change with a website.

“Ultimately, there are going 
to be some changes in the way 
that information is delivered,” Ms. 
Schieffelin said. Changes are being 
made to the KO News, and while 
a cultural change may be neces-
sary, people can look forward to 
an interactive and fun website. 

Continued on page 12.
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Team Tobati celebrates 20 years 

Team Tobati members embarked 
on their 2018 trip on March 11, working 
with Paraguayan kids, building connec-
tions, and celebrating its 20th anniversary, 
and returned back home on March 22. 

Team Tobati is a non-profit volun-
teer organization founded by Spanish 
teacher Ronald Garcia in 1998. According 
to the group’s website, Team Tobati has 
been “dedicated to improving the lives 
of disadvantaged youth in Tobatí, Para-
guay while at the same time offering high 
school students from the United States the 
powerful experience of working directly for 
a greater good in the developing world.” 

The team fulfills its mission by 
delving into a broad spectrum of social work 
and activities, ranging from building class-
rooms and sidewalks to cleaning the Tobati 
River; from working at the sugarcane field 
to visiting the houses of Macchi School 
students; and from practicing for the annual 
dance competition to distributing tooth-
brushes and soccer balls at schools. The team 
also painted at the parochial home and played 
soccer with the Macchi School students. 

Since this year is the team’s 20th 
anniversary, there were more celebratory 
events and ceremonies. Mr. Garcia said 
that the farewell party this year incorpo-
rated slideshows of all the previous years

Senior Christopher Healis said that 
it was a special closing ceremony because 
all the returning seniors gave a speech, and 
there was a lot of crying and fireworks. 

Additional ceremonies were held 
at the San Jose Obrero School that Team 
Tobati built from 2004 to 2010 — one 
classroom per year — where they talked 
about the importance of the school and 
the team’s role in building it. Mr. Garcia 
said that the former president of Paraguay, 
Gonzalez Macchi, also gave a speech. 

“The highlight of the trip will always 
be working with and getting to know the Para-
guayan students and forming new relation-
ships,” Mr. Garcia said. “Students have told 
me that they really enjoyed the dance compe-

by Casey Qi  ’19 tition, riding along at the back of the trucks, 
and playing soccer with the kids there.” 

Jun io r s  Mad i  Henry,  Ryan 
Peterson, and Kevin Wan as well as 
sophomore Esha Kataria all said that 
meeting and working with the Para-
guayan kids was the best part of the trip. 

Madi reminisced about her time 
passing out toothbrushes and playing 
soccer in Tobati whereas Ryan talked 
about how working in the sugarcane field 
with his group demonstrated team spirit. 

Esha said it was nice to experience the 
Paraguayan culture through the dance prac-
tices and competition. She also expressed 
her fascination with the open truck rides. 
“I have never experienced anything like 
that in my life,” she said, “and I love the 
way the wind was blowing in my face 
while I was listening to music with my 
friends and looking at the stars, espe-
cially when we were in the countryside.” 

Christopher said that this year’s work 
ethic was great and that not a single person 
got sick. English teacher and chaperone 
David Hild said that it was great to see KO 
students in such an educational and enriching 
experience. Fellow chaperone and science 
teacher Tim Allerton said he agreed. He said 
that it was everything he expected and more.

 “Through the whole time I was there, 
it was a really remarkable and humble 
experience,” Mr. Allerton said, “meeting 
kids, working with kids, and seeing our 
KO students’ responses to the kids there.” 

Mr. Allerton said that he found 
visiting students’ houses to be very 
humbling and touching. “The students 
there seem to be so positive when they 
don’t have a lot and they are working hard 
to better themselves,” he said. “Seeing 
those happy and welcome people is a very 
eye-opening experience for me and makes 
me more appreciative of what I have.” 

Kevin expressed similar views. He 
said that the trip made him realize how 
privileged we are and that we should stop 
complaining about stress and workload 
or other trivial things and just cherish all 
the opportunities and things that we have. 

“The world is not perfect for a 
lot of people, and it is our responsi-
bility to alleviate their situations,” Kevin 
said. “If more people know about this, 
more would start to make changes.” 

Christopher said that he really 
liked his experience in Tobati. “It is life-
changing to see the people there working 
so much harder than we do, and that the kids 
were nice and friendly,” he said. “And the 
language barrier is kind of fun sometimes.” 

Christopher said that he is now 
much more involved in community 
service because of the two Team Tobati 
trips to Paraguay that he has been on. 

Mr. Allerton said that his biggest 
takeaway is that he cannot wait to go back. 
“I realized that I could have done more 
to help them, and it is this trip that gave 
me a better understanding of how much 
more things I could do to help,” he said. 
“And now I stay in touch with the Para-
guayan kids via an app called WhatsApp.” 

The team’s flight from Panama to 
the U.S. was cancelled the day before they 

were scheduled to return from Paraguay due 
to a forecasted snow storm. The team was 
placed on standby, and, for a while, was not 
expected to get back for days. Mr. Garcia said 
that they were going to move in to a hotel in 
Panama as they waited for seats, but Copa 
Airlines ended up arranging them a charter 
flight from Panama to Boston. So the team, 
after flying from Asunción to Panama, had 
to wait in the Panama airport for 18 hours, 
and then took a flight to JFK. However, Mr. 
Garcia said that the result was good enough. 

Esha said that she was so sad to 
leave Paraguay and that because of a 
misunderstanding of the flight schedule, 
they were not able to say their good-
byes with the Paraguayan kids. However, 
she said that she could still text them. 

Esha said the trip was an amazing 
experience for her as she established rela-
tionships with so many of the kids there, got 
to practice her Spanish, and learned more 
than she ever has in the classroom; she said 
that it felt really good to be able to experi-
ence a different culture and be a part of it. 

Over the past couple of weeks, 
the Buildings and Grounds Depart-
ment has enforced various security 
changes around KO to further ensure the 
safety of students, teachers, and faculty. 

Dean of Students William Gilyard said 
that after the Parkland shooting many teachers 
and parents were concerned. Conversa-
tion began regarding how we are keeping 
our students and adults safe on campus.

In addition, the West Hartford Police 
Department came to KO to complete 
a site assessment of the campus. They 
advised the school to restrict some 
entrances and have the staff go through 
some training to understand how to handle 
different types of emergency situations. 

Director of Facilities Larry Marciano 
said that the the Buildings and Grounds 
Department have closed down 22 entrances, 

going from 32 open doors down to 10. 
Mr. Gilyard said that locking 

doors was an important first step. “It was 
more about how can we funnel traffic 
to areas where people can see,” he said. 

Mr. Marciano said that it is impera-
tive that students are protected as he 
proposed potential transitions to tighter 
security on campus. KO has already 
closed entrances around the school to 
control the flow of traffic to a safer area. 

Mr. Marciano mentioned the possi-
bility of locking all doors on campus in the 
future and giving every student and faculty 
member a key card to get into buildings. “This 
will make students and staff safer,” he said. 

Mr. Marciano also talked about the 
potential of installing cameras at all the 
main entrances of the school and having 
a buzz camera entry system for visitors. 

For even tighter security, Mr. 
Marciano said that he hopes to hire a full-
time security guard and possibly install 
more cameras to cover 30 different focal 
points around the outdoor parts of campus. 

Finally, the Buildings and Grounds 
team is thinking about updating and 
enhancing the outdoor PA system.“It 
is unfortunate that the campus can’t be 
as open as it used to be,” Mr. Marciano 
said in light of recent school shootings. 

Director for Finance & Opera-

tions Colleen Woerlen said that these 
changes need to be made. “It is [in] the 
interest of our community, so we can 
limit access of people getting into build-
ings who are not supposed to,” she said. 
“We are in the early stages, but one of our 
top priorities is safety around campus.” 

Students and teachers said they have 
mixed feelings about the security changes 
at KO. Sophomore Jenna Blocher said that 
she has varying opinions regarding security 
getting stricter. “I believe that KO’s core 
values are supporting this safety regulation, 
although I feel that we must obtain key cards 
in order to make it worth while because 
as of now, it is just an inconvenience.” 

Junior Amy Mistri agreed that the 
key cards will be the best of both worlds. 
“I’m glad the school is taking steps for 
the community’s safety; it is slightly 
inconvenient, but I understand the goal 
is for the common good,” she said. 

Freshman Christina Lu said that 
it is really difficult for her to navigate 
around campus with the new changes. “I 
feel like it is inconvenient for us, espe-
cially when it was snowing,” she said.

Mr. Gilyard said that we must all adapt 
to this change in a positive manner. “It is 
inconvenient for everyone,” he said,“but the 
question is does the inconvenience outweigh 
the purpose in terms of keeping us safe.” 

Students on the 20th annual Team Tobati service trip to Paraguay move bricks to benefit the 
Macchi School, building both structures and relationships. Photo courtesy of Team Tobati.

School locks doors to secure campus 
by Esha Kataria ’20

“One of our top priori-
ties is safety around 
campus.”
 – Mrs. Woerlen

Spanish teacher Brenda Semmelrock 
agreed that proper security is the most impor-
tant thing. “I think we have to follow the 
protocol of what other schools are doing,” 
she said.Senior Humza Rashid said that 
locking the doors was a good move. “I think 
it is much better and keeps the community 
together at the same time; it’s for the best.”

Librarian Nancy Solomon agreed that 
these safety regulations are for the greater 
good of the school. “It is a sad commen-
tary of what has become of our society; I 
am glad we are doing something for the 
safety of students and adults,” she said.

Amy said that given recent events, 
she was concerned, but knowing that steps 
are being taken, she doesn’t have to worry. 
“I feel safe, it is a small campus and I 
know the authorities are nearby,” she said.

Christina said that she feels it 
was a good idea to put some limita-
tions on the open campus concept 
because it was unsafe how anybody was 
able to walk onto campus at anytime. 

Mr. Gilyard said that he is glad that 
the school has a plan and is enforcing it to 
keep KO students and faculty safe. “It’s 
about really having a better understanding 
on who’s on campus and when,” he said. 

M r s .  S o l o m o n  s a i d  t h a t 
we cannot let the threat of being 
harmed stop us from living our lives.
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The KO administration imple-
ments numerous programs and initia-
tives to improve student life and the 
school overall. All with good intentions. 

However, it is clear that while some 
succeed and leave a lasting impact on 
students and the community, others do not. 

A crucial role of the adminis-
tration is to determine which initia-
tives to pursue and which to abandon.

An example that springs to mind is 
the attempted implementation of a midterm 
schedule this winter, which stretched over 
six weeks and generally inflicted unnec-
essary pain and suffering on students. 
A KO News survey collected over 200 
student opinions about the schedule. 
Overall, those surveyed concluded that the 
schedule exacerbated normal exam-related 
stress and made the weeks leading up to 
Winter break even more overwhelming.

To its credit, the administration 
took student outcry to heart, recog-
nizing that ,  while well- intended, 
this year’s schedule was a failure.

 F a c u l t y  m e m b e r s  h a v e 
already begun the, perhaps difficult, 
process of fixing the exam schedule. 

Recognizing one’s failures is 
something that we, as students, are told 
constantly. “Failure is normal, some-
thing to be expected, something to learn 
from, etc. etc.” It is admirable that the 
administration practices what it preaches. 

An important component of the 
midterm “situation” is the presence or lack of 
student involvement. One of the main reasons 
students disliked the schedule was that it 
was thrust upon them. They had no voice.

 KO had not utilized midterms for 
several years and the decision to bring 
them back was made by adults and did 
not involve students at all. Of course, 
this decisions wasn’t malicious in nature. 

However, the schedule would 
h a v e  c e r t a i n l y  b e n e f i t e d  f r o m 
student representation and feedback. 

Perhaps recognizing a lost opportu-
nity, in the wake of the midterms and the 
survey, the administration began to seek out 
student voices and has begun to integrate 
student and faculty feedback to create a 
more effective and less stressful schedule.  

Another example of one of the admin-
istration’s abandoned initiatives is the ban 
on phones in advisee group earlier this year. 
In the majority of cases, it’s safe to say that 
the enforcement of this rule has fizzled out.

 Students don’t abide by the rule and 

advisors are reluctant to enforce it. From the 
beginning, the ban seemed poorly-thought 
out, considering that students’ laptops can 
function in the same ways as their phones. 

In this sense, KO’s programs and 
initiatives are subject to a certain amount 
of almost “democratic” pressure from 
students. Students tend to support good 
policies and oppose bad ones. This 
trend, of course, is not always the case. 

And this is why students should 
only have a partial say in how KO is run, 
why we have an administration at all. 

Unpopular proposals, can end 
up benefiting students and the commu-
nity overall, despite initial pushback.

One such example is the lunch duty 
program initiated last year. While certainly 
unpopular, students have by and large 
accepted the responsibility by now and the 
issue isn’t one on many students’ minds.

In exchange for students “putting 
up” with these sorts of obligations, 
the administration is generally respon-
sive to students’ concerns and allows 
students to pursue their own initiatives. 

Teachers, for instance, were flex-
ible and allowed the school walkout on 
Friday, April 20 to run smoothly, sacri-
ficing class time to enable students to follow 
their passions and utilize their voices to 
stand up for an issue of great importance.

KO also respected students’ 
voices after announcing the discontinua-
tion of the captain boards in September. 

Through a survey and various other 
means of advocacy, students vocalized their 
opposition, stating that the boards represent 
a positive and time-honored Kingswood 
Oxford tradition, and the school listened.

Maybe one of the reasons that 
the school’s administration is rela-
tively responsive to students’ opinions 
is that KO specifically aims to empower 
students to not only hold opinions but to 
express them. As a result, in most cases, 
the school tends to respect student input.   

Ultimately, the difficulty lies 
in determining which initiatives are 
unpopular but necessary and which 
a re  unpopula r  and  unnecessary. 

Toeing the line can be difficult 
and failure is, perhaps, to be expected. 

H o w e v e r,  s t u d e n t  i n v o l v e -
ment and feedback should be a factor 
in major decisions moving forward. 

New perspectives are always 
helpful in fully understanding the 
potential and often unintended effects 
of a program, which will ultimately  
produce better decisions in the future.         

  

With current sexual assault cases 
rocking Hollywood and, it seems, most 
of the world, one would think it smart to 
educate our generation’s youth about sex and 
consent. However, not everyone agrees and 
Kingswood Oxford is among the high schools 
that do not properly teach sex-ed.  

 In a recent Planned Parenthood poll 
on sex education, 93 percent of parents 
supported having sex education taught in 
middle school, and 96 percent of parents 
supported having sex education taught 
in high school, yet only 24 states and the 
District of Columbia require public schools 
to teach sex education. However, because 
KO is a private school, the administration 
and board are not bound by state regulation 
and can choose not to include certain courses. 

The little bit of sexual education 
that KO students do receive is part of a 
one semester seventh grade health class 
and a freshmen VQV course which only 
cover puberty, contraception and sexu-
ally transmitted diseases. While these are 
important, they are not the only topics 
when it comes to sex-ed; there’s nothing 
on consent, communication and talking 
to a trusted adult if you feel unsafe.

People choose to attend KO and 
other similar prep schools, but it can’t 
just be about academics and athletics; 
our school needs to do its job by making 
every student an informed member of the 
community. In this day and age, knowl-
edge is power more than ever before, and 
students should be trained in athletics, 
educated academically, and informed on a 

Sex-Ed: a must
variety of other topics that can be covered 
in sex-ed. We, as a community, need to help 
our students put their best foot forward. 

The KO News strongly believes that 
sexual education is important because as kids 
grow up, they face important decisions about 
sexuality, relationships and their own bodies. 
Those decisions and conversations can be 
hard to navigate when students don’t have 
the tools or knowledge to understand them. 

VQV is not enough at KO; it is not 
enough for the program to only include 
education about abstinence, contracep-
tion, and STIs. Our school must do more to 
provide students with inclusive and honest 
information and skills regarding sexual 
health and consent. A proper course should 
include education surrounding puberty and 
reproduction, contraception, relationships, 
sexual violence prevention, body image, 
gender identity and sexual orientation. 

So  much bul ly ing  revolves 
around sexual orientation, gender iden-
tity and body image, and to be educated 
openly on these topics can help give 
students new-found self-confidence.  

The lack of knowledge around sex 
and consent is detrimental, especially 
today when there is so much online for 
kids to read about, instead of learning 
the facts from a teacher or school nurse. 

Sexuality is a normal and natural part 
of human development. Every young person 
has the right to lead a healthy and happy 
life, and if parents won’t prepare and talk 
to their kids about sexual health, it is our 
schools’  responsibility to educate them. 

by Ben Small ’19

A Wyvern’s Tale
All with good 
intentions

Cartoon by Alma Clark ’20.
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The days went like this: 
Wake up at 6:30 a.m., text my 
parents good morning even though 
South Africa is six hours ahead of 
Connecticut, then leave the hotel 
on a bus for the competition at 
Bishops Diocesan School at 7:30 
a.m., compete at the school, eat 
lunch at the school, and either 
continue competing after lunch and 
have dinner at the school, or leave 
to climb Table Mountain or visit the 
Museum of Contemporary African 
Art or see penguins at the beach. 

The nights went like this: 
Return to the hotel at 9 p.m., 
whereupon the Americans would 
hang out on Floor 1, playing pool 
and Cards Against Humanity while 
the coaches would get drunk down-
stairs in the lobby, eventually stum-
bling upstairs to tell us to go to bed. 
This prompted us to leave and spend 
more hours talking in someone’s 
room, out of sight of the coaches.

People who bring Cards 
Against Humanity to a party 
always treat it with the same 
mischievousness as a teen-
ager with drugs or alcohol.

I came close to not going to 
the World Individual Debating and 
Public Speaking Championship 
(WIDPSC). The days and weeks 
before were spent fighting my way 
up the rocky, Sisyphean hill of self, 

and I often wondered why I should 
go at all. I was nervous, my natural 
state. I’d be going to another conti-
nent, missing a week of school 
with AP’s coming up fast, flying 
with strangers for 26 hours, and 
spending nine days with people 
I didn’t know and might not like. 

Adding to my list  of 
concerns, I was entering my third 
week of Prozac, and literally no 
one can say when that’ll start to 
kick in, how effective it’ll be, 
what positive or negative side 
effects will develop. The last 
thing I needed was an opportu-
nity to be stressed and depressed 
eight thousand miles from home. 

Most all of my decisions 
have been based on beating 
away depress ive thoughts 
with a stick, but I still went 
out of interest in how weird I 
could make things for myself.

What  do  my wal le t , 
Transylvania and my Sero-
tonin all have in common? I 
don’t know where they are.

There were 18 Americans. 
Seniors, juniors and a sophomore. 
One going to UPenn, another 
to Brown, one to Georgetown, 
one more to Northeastern, two 
to Yale, and two to Harvard. All 
of us children, spending days 
debating the finer points of hate 
speech laws and universal health-
care, and nights arguing whether 

it’s funnier to add AR-15s or 
amputees to baseball games. 

The Australians were the 
best at debate and the best at 
dancing because of course. They 
were the most fun, too. The South 
Africans were unfairly beautiful 
(Cape Town is unfairly beautiful, 
as well. Mountains and the ocean 
surround it. Devil’s Peak, Lion’s 
Peak, Table Mountain, with houses 
and roads reaching and twisting as 
high up the mountain as they can 
go, spreading thin until coming to 
a clear stop at the last road rubber-
banding around the mountain.
Cape Town is a true city—from 
afar, it’s so dense and expansive 
and faraway and full of life that 
it’s impossible to be real, until 
you’re close enough to touch the 
city. And it feels like another conti-
nent and Home at the same time). 

The Canadians didn’t like 
us, but they wouldn’t admit it. 
The UK team took food at the 
banquet before the South Afri-
cans allowed them to, which is 
the most UK thing imaginable.

No  one  a t  WIDPSC 
has facial  hair,  but we’re 
all trying. Bless us for that.

 It’s difficult to underscore 
just how often we were told by 
judges and event organizers and 
people we’d never seen before 
that we’d change the world with 
our public speaking ability and 

intelligence. I was often not paying 
attention and I didn’t count, either. 

Telling a group of children 
they’ll change the world one 
day is a bold claim, especially 
when most of them are running 
on less than six hours of sleep 
or might not hear you because 
they’re vaping in the bathroom. 

We all do change the world 
by existing, but we all aren’t 
eventually described as someone 
who’s changed the world. That 
phrase is reserved for scientists and 
doctors and people who start wars.

STEM is overrated. Get 
over yourself and write a poem.

The expectation I put on 
myself, from the moment I quali-
fied for Worlds at Winnipeg, is 
that I’d do well at this tourna-
ment. I’d now finally be better 
than all the people younger than 
me or unable to go to KO, and 
therefore unable to go to WIDPSC. 

I still think I’m pretty good 
at this, a belief only reinforced by 
this quote from a judge, written 
after hearing me speak for five 
minutes. “The opposite of clever. 
Flippancy and Hyperbole are like 
hot sauce: Use sparingly. No one 
wants to listen to a braggy know-it-
all man.” I take this as high praise. 
It’s difficult to make a grown man 
hate a child after only five minutes.

N o t  t o  b r a g ,  b u t 
success  is  something I’m 

constantly recovering from.
We came home by way 

of 25 hours of flying. I hate 
planes a lot, because between the 
crying baby on my left and the 
other crying baby on my right, 
I was surrounded by babies. 

It’s hard to resent a baby. 
They can’t talk and point out 
your acne like teenagers, but 
I still resented them. These 
babies were crying even when 
we landed, which is ridicu-
lous because that’s the incor-
rect time to be crying on a plane. 

A better time would be 
when they served that awful 
pizza or when the entertain-
ment screens stopped working 
for four hours. Those babies just 
needed to keep it on the inside, 
like the rest of us are supposed to. 

But I finally got off that 
plane and moved quickly to 
another plane that was smaller 
and also had crying babies. 

I was home by Monday. 
I returned to normal life in my 
original time zone after trav-
eling halfway across the Earth 
to change the world at KO and 
make those strange men proud.

The Golden Spur Burger in 
Cape Town tastes like the Shake 
Shack Burger at JFK airport 
which tastes like the Burgerfi 
Burger in Simsbury. Only so many 
ways to make a burger, I guess.

by Dan Carroll ’19

Dan debates his way down to Cape Town

Honesty is undoubtedly very 
important and is particularly crucial 
in journalism. Journalists serve an 
important role in educating the 
public on important matters both 
in their own country and in the 
world.  Without honesty in the 
news, the audience cannot rely on 
the information being reported.  In 
a democracy, where the citizens 
of the country make important 
decisions, it is essential for the 
news to be fact-based and reliable. 

Today, more than ever, the 
internet provides a platform for so 
many supposed “news” sources to 
report without any accountability 
as to the truth.  With traditional 
media competing with these new 
sources to attract more viewers, 
the line between real journalism 
and opinion journalism is being 
blurred.  Many people can no 
longer tell the difference between 
what is news and what are opin-
ions. One of the first things taught 
in the KO journalism class is that 
journalists who report on news 
have a duty to report accurate and 
unbiased information. While this 
seems to be obvious, many times 
news articles and stories have 
opinions laced in them that often 
go undetected by their audience. 

With many news broad-
casting companies there is little 
clarification on which shows or 
programs are reporting both accu-
rate and relevant news, and which 
shows are reporting opinion based 
news. For example, on Fox News, 

Shep Smith is a news journalist 
who is bound by journalistic 
standards and ethics, while the 
program Fox and Friends is influ-
enced entirely by the opinions of 
its entertainment personalities who 
present themselves as though they 
are serious news journalists. This is 
true for almost every news channel 
and source. This can get quite 
confusing. It is quite damaging and 
dangerous because people think 
they are watching the news when 
in reality they are hearing the opin-
ions of so called “news journalists.” 

Also, some news sources 
only report on certain topics that 
advance the agenda of their corpo-
rate owners.  This is troubling when 
large corporations are allowed 
to own many types of media 
companies including newspapers, 
networks and internet companies. 

Consolidation of media 
control into just a few compa-
nies makes it far more likely that 
they will push a narrow agenda 
which financially benefits them. 
Sinclair Broadcast Group is a 
large corporation which recently 
forced its local news organiza-
tions to report corporate-dictated 
messages to their audiences. 
This is dangerous because these 
large organizations are turning 
real news into biased news.

Clickbait is another issue 
that plagues the news because it is 
often misleading and inaccurate; it 
serves as a way to create revenue 
since many news sites are able to 
charge more money for advertise-
ments on their sites based on views, 

but often times the actual stories 
have little or no value in educating 
the population. Many people also 
simply see the headline and it can 
cause the reader or viewer to be 
misinformed. These clickbait 
headlines are ways to grab people’s 
attention and to amuse them.

 Anyone can label them-
selves a news source without 
having any qualifications. There 
are many websites labeled as news 
sites when in fact they are reporting 
their opinions on news rather than 
just straight news.  People see 
the word “news” and they think 
that the source must be reliable, 
but many of these sources report 
false information or biased stories. 

All of these issues create a 
distrust in news. Doubtfulness of 
the news creates many issues for 
society. It leads to people coming 
up with insane conspiracy theo-
ries and the spread of false infor-
mation. People pick and choose 
which sources they use for their 
news so they can read, hear, or 
see what they want to. Because 
of dishonest journalism, people 
make uninformed decisions.

This directly affects our 
nation because voters who control 
the future of the country are not 
educated. It is the obligation of 
U.S. citizens to inform them-
selves on important matters and 
in today’s media environment 
one can’t rely on just one single 
source; they have to compare 
information from different news 
sources and be conscious of 
how reliable their sources are. 

It is currently April 16, 
and this morning I woke up to 
see a thick sheet of ice covering 
the ground. That should not be 
happening. It has now officially 
been spring for 26 days, but I 
don’t quite think mother nature 
is up to speed with the rest of us. 

I obviously have my own 
views on global warming and our 
contribution to environmental 
issues, but I am going to try to stay 
out of that right now. This is about 
the weather and how it has been 
negatively been affecting my life, 
and I’m sure many others recently. 

New England is known 
for having irregular weather 
patterns throughout the seasons. 
But recently it has gotten a 
little out of hand. Who knows, 
maybe mother nature realized 
it was 2018 and decided that 
conforming to what is expected by 
society isn’t important anymore. 

Maybe mother nature saw 
Khloe Kardashian forgive her baby 
daddy for cheating on her just days 
before giving birth and decided 
“Hey, maybe I’ll do something a 
little crazy too. Maybe I’ll cover 
Connecticut in a sheet of ice in the 
middle of April.” I certainly hope 
this is not the case because I’d like 
to think a mother as old as nature 
knows better than to follow the 
lead of a mother as new as Khloe. 

Well thanks for the two-hour 
delay, but it honestly would have 
made much more sense about three 
months ago on January 25 when 

it was actually winter and I could 
have used the two hours to study 
for the chem test I had that day 
that I was simply not ready for. 

I’m not that surprised that 
the weather has been so weird 
because I’ve witnessed many 
strange weather phenomena 
living in Connecticut such as 
the 2012 October blizzard. 

The storm was so bad 
that they even had to cancel 
Halloween, like twice. I repeat, 
they canceled Halloween because 
there was too much snow on 
the ground on October 31. 

That is not okay! Espe-
cially considering they canceled 
it at my prime age for trick or 
treating. I would have been 11, 
meaning that it wasn’t weird for 
me to still be dressing up and 
asking strangers for candy yet; I 
would have been fast and inde-
pendent enough to obtain the 
highest amount of candy possible. 

I can’t complain too much, 
however, because my family just 
went to Rhode Island to trick or 
treat because unlike Connect-
icut, they decided to just keep 
the holiday despite the snow.   
However, being familiar with 
the neighborhoods would have 
given me an advantage in terms 
of collecting the most candy. 

I am still not over how drab 
and disgusting the weather has been 
recently, but I am excited because 
according to the weather app next 
week is supposed to be in the 
60s. Lets just hope mother nature 
doesn’t pull something crazy again. 

WYD mother nature?
by Maeve McDonald ’19by Juliana Kulak ’20

Choose your news carefully
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Hi everyone ,  I  hope 
you’re all having a happy and 
healthy month leading up to 
APs and final exams! Welcome 
to another round of getting lit in 
the opinions section with Janvi. 

Today, I’m going to be 
discussing a pretty sensitive 
but also important topic for us: 
friendship. Or more specifi-
cally, what to do when a friend-
ship begins to come apart. 

Now, I know that this is 
an issue that we usually shrink 
away from because we always 
talk about making more friends, 
and no one really wants to think 
about losing a friend (or several). 
It’s just uncomfortable to consider 
the reasons why things didn’t work 
out between yourself and others. 

But it’s something that 
happens very often,  espe-
cially in the crucible of high 
school and college, and chances 
are that it’ll happen to you. 

So today I’m going to 
share some insight I’ve gained 
on changing friendships during 
the past  couple of  years . 

First I want to address 
the ways in which we usually 
lose friends in high school. 
Let’s start with the most vola-
tile way: the dreaded Fateful 
Fight. Everyone wants to be 
right, or at least heard out, and 
sometimes arguments happen. 

These can stem from differ-
ences of opinion, from shady 
comments, or really anything 
at all. We all know how it is. 
But when those minor argu-
ments snowball, or become 
personal, things can get ugly fast. 

Even though we all say 
we hate drama (with varying 
deg rees  o f  hones ty ) ,  we 
each experience a fair share. 

Arguments can get blown 
out of proportion easily, though it 
doesn’t feel that way when you’re 
in the thick of it. And then every-
one’s making vicious attacks on one 
another and suddenly you end up 
sans friend. It can happen so fast! 

The best way to bounce back 
is to talk it out, especially if you 
realize you were in the wrong! 
People want to be friends with 
people who admit their mistakes. 

Here’s a quote from a 
Buzzfeed article that sums it up 
nicely: “If you still want them 
as a friend, consider being the 
bigger person and apologising, 
or reaching out. There are worse 
things than being the one to bend 
first. And if they still don’t want 
to work it out, at least you know 
you did everything you could.”

Other times, and most 
commonly actually, you just 
drift apart bit by bit from your 
friends, until you realize that 
like two very similar organisms 
who underwent allopatric specia-
tion (s/o to Allerton), there’s too 
much of a difference between 
you to really connect anymore. 

I remember thinking in 
freshman year of the people I was 
instant best friends with, “wow, 
these are who I’m going to be best 

friends with for, like, the rest of my 
LIFE.” Incorrect! High school is 
truly one of the most volatile times 
in anyone’s life, and there’s a 130 
percent guarantee that your friend 
group WILL change at some point. 

When people drift apart, 
it’s usually because you don’t 
share the same classes or clubs 
or sports, because you’ve found 
different paths and interests or 
new friends, or simply because 
it’s harder to keep a conversa-
tion going than it was in the past. 

Most of the times there’s 
really no malice involved here, no 

bad blood. I’m still very friendly 
with all those people in my 
freshman year “squad,” just not 
as close, per se. We can still bond 
over old memories and laugh about 
memes, but that attachment isn’t 
there. And that’s perfectly alright! 

While it can be disap-
pointing to realize that you 
and someone else are growing 
apart, it’s always fun to be able 
to hang out occasionally and 
smile when you pass each other. 

Sometimes you drift away 
from a person because the path 
they’re on is one that you just 
can’t identify with, or because little 
points of tension all throughout the 
friendship just make it exhausting 
to keep up with all the time. 

That’s okay, too. As we 
all grow up and figure out who 
we are, it’s fine to become sepa-
rate from someone whom you 
were very close to in the past. 

H e r e ’s  a n  e x c e l l e n t 
(though unattributed) quote: 
Sometimes growing apart from 
a friend makes you realize 
you didn’t lose someone as a 
friend, they just never were one. 

This scenario is a bit of a 
downer, but growing apart from 
an old friend is totally natural 
and expected, so no worries.

On the flip side, some-
times friendships end very 
abruptly, leaving you in the dust. 
Though it’s tempting to play the 
victim card and focus on nothing 
else, one must keep in mind 
that the other person deserves 
to find their own happiness. 

In just the way that we value 
our autonomy and want to cut off 
toxic people and those we don’t 
like, we have to respect that others 
may do the same, sometimes to you. 

People – including you, 
including them – are allowed to 

by Janvi  Sikand ’19

Growing pains and parting ways

 Learning a second language 
is one the most important skills 
you can acquire as a student, and 
I would argue, as a human being. 

Second language acquisi-
tion has been linked to an increase 
in vocabulary and understanding 
grammar of a first language. 

B u t  t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e 

reason to learn a language. 
Second language acquisi-

tion has been linked to higher 
standardized testing scores. 

Bu t  t ha t  i s  no t  t he 
reason to learn a language. 

Language acquis i t ion 
has been shown to change the 
way you think about the world. 

This last is the most important 
and relevant benefit to us as human 
beings. The heart of language 
learning is communication. 

You learn languages in 
order to understand an inter-

by Maureen Lamb

Importance of 
language studies

leave you, to not want you in their 
life, to move on completely from 
you. It’s a terrible pill to swallow 
but at the end of the day, everyone 
deserves to find their own happi-
ness and sometimes their picture of 
happiness just doesn’t include you. 

When these one-sided friend 
breakups happen, they may take 
the high road and come up to 
you and explain that they don’t 
really want to be friends with you 
anymore, giving you a reason and 
creating some closure. It’s not 
ideal, but it’s the best case scenario. 

Of  course ,  however, 
that’s incredibly rare and some-
times friend breakups will 
come in the form of awkward 
text conversations or butchered 
messages through a middleman. 

B u t  o f t e n  t h e  m o s t 
painful instance of all is being 
ghosted. When a close friend 
stops speaking to you out of the 
blue, for no discernible cause, 
it’s absolutely devastating. 

T h e  p e r s o n  o n  t h e 
receiving end of the silent 
treatment wants answers, to 
know why this is happening to 
them for no rhyme or reason. 

And I hate to break it 
to you, but these are answers 
you  p robab ly  won’t  ge t . 

Some people will leave 
your life without uttering a word, 
and will never text you on your 
birthday, won’t smile in the halls, 
or even meet your eye again. It 
happens, and it’s heartbreaking. 

Here’s where I’ll say not to 
follow in my footsteps: DON’T 
tear yourself apart for months 
after in search of answers. DON’T 
overanalyze your last conversa-
tion, DON’T question your entire 
friendship looking for the mistake 
you made to set them off. It’s fruit-
less and only hurts more, I promise. 

Think about their actions 
– if they saw fit to walk out 
without looking back, that’s all 
the closure you’re getting, and 
all the answers you need to know. 

They have spoken through 
their actions, and it’s no use 
tormenting yourself  when 
they clearly aren’t bothered.   

That was a lot. I know. 
Take a deep breath, and let’s 
keep going. Almost there.

Now, the moment we’ve all 
been waiting for: How to move 
on when friendships end. There 
comes a time when you finally 
realize that, hey, this friend-
ship can’t really be salvaged, so 
what now? Here’s how to start 
that tough process of moving on. 

First, I like to make a list 
of reasons why things didn’t 
work out. There’s usually a 
myriad of factors that contribute 
to the split, so getting them out 
on paper really helps me see 
what went wrong and where. 

That being said, having a 
list and reflecting on it is a huge 
step to healthier friendships in the 
future-- either by steering clear of 
those who repeat those harmful 
actions or helping you learn to 
be a better friend in the long run. 

Second – and listen closely 
when I say this! – don’t talk 

The best way 
to bounce back 
is to talk it out, 
especially if you 
realize you were 
in the wrong! 
People want to 
be friends with 
people who admit 
their mistakes. 

trash. If things ended on a bad 
note it can make you feel incred-
ibly angry and make you want 
to lash out, but trust me, that’s a 
bad move for several reasons. 

First, it’s venomous. Hate 
breeds hate and makes you a 
meaner person, which others 
will catch on to. Talking trash 
is also so dangerous, especially 
when it’s with mutual friends!

 No matter how airtight 
and understanding a person 
may seem when you’re spilling 
all the tea, it’s high school. 

Word gets around that 
you are obsessed with a person 
who doesn’t want to be your 
friend anymore, and chatting 
behind someone’s back opens 

So remember that 
everything gets 
better with time 
and that we are 
newer and more 
wonderful with 
every passing day 
if we let ourselves 
grow. 

the door wide open for them 
to do the exact same with you. 

Instead, keep their name 
out of your mind and mouth as 
much as possible. You shouldn’t 
have to spend energy thinking 
about people that bog you down. 

If a person doesn’t recipro-
cate the energy you’re putting in, 
back off, don’t check their social 
media, don’t lurk. It’s not worth 
getting your feelings hurt again. 

Instead, let your feelings 
out by talking to your family 
about it, or writing, or just 
lying on your bed and crying. 

A g o o d  c r y  r e a l l y 
h e l p s  r e s e t  a n d  r e f r e s h 
your perspective, no joke! 

But most of all, remember 
to be kind to yourself and others. 
Losing a friend, whether it was 
because you didn’t click anymore 
or for some greater, hurtful reason 
is just an opportunity to learn. 

So remember that every-
thing gets better with time and 
that we are newer and more 
wonderful with every passing 
day if we let ourselves grow. 

And even if it doesn’t feel 
that way now, eventually you’ll be 
able to appreciate all the curveballs 
that were thrown at you by life 
because you’re all the better for it. 

That’s it for now; thank you 
so much for reading this! I hope this 
was helpful, and I send you all love 
and light on your friendship jour-
neys. Until next time, stay woke.   

action with others, whether 
tha t  be  th rough  read ing , 
speaking, writing, or listening. 

However, language learning 
does not happen in a vacuum.

L a n g u a g e  l e a r n i n g 
requires an understanding of the 
cultural context of the language. 

When I was a student, I 
loved learning about history and 
literature, and teaching languages 
allows me to explore these passions 
while engaging my students 
in another cultural context. 

Ancient Rome may be gone, 
but students can communicate 
with ancient Romans, in their own 
words, through reading Latin texts. 

Most  important ly,  by 
learning a language in the 
con tex t  o f  the  speaker ’s 
culture and history, you get a 
glimpse of their perspective. 

Their perspective has 
similarities and differences to 
your own, but the process of 
trying to understand someone, 
in their own words, helps you 
to realize that your perspective 
is not the only one out there. 

Through attempting to 
understand the context clues, 
language learning creates empathy 
for other people’s perspectives. 

Communication is vital to 
all humans, and understanding 
that people have different perspec-
tives and backgrounds is key 
to trying to understand others.

Language 
learning requires 
an understanding 
of the cultural 
context of the 
language.
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On Saturday March 24, I 
attended my first protest as 11,000 
people flooded the state Capitol 
lawn marching and protesting in 
solidarity with other students and 
young adults, demanding congress 
to change laws surrounding guns. 
The March for Our Lives protest 
for tighter gun control took 
place on Saturday, March 24, 
in almost every state across the 
country. Hundreds of thousands 
of people marched at their state 
capitol speaking and standing up 
for what the believe in: stricter 
gun control and regulation. 

The goals of the march 
were to not only honor all of the 
people who are victims of gun 
violence and more specifically 
school shootings but to protest 
the ownership of assault rifles 
and demand tighter gun control.  

I  listened to speakers 
using their voice and platform to 
inspire the rising generation to 
“Vote Them Out!” (referencing 
members of Congress, governors 
and senators who take money 
annually from the NRA and do 
not support laws restricting guns) 

I believe all of these goals 
were met. Everyone who attended 
the march peacefully walked 
and yelled chants such as “Not 
one more!” referring to not one 
more shooting and listened as 
speakers spoke about why gun 
control is imminent in society. 

Obviously no laws were 
going to change that exact day, but 
standing up for what I believe in 
alongside thousands of other people 
protesting was a powerful feeling. 

As thousands of us marched 
up to the lawn of the Capitol 
building I was struck by how 
many teenagers were there. I 
expected a variety of people at 
the event but the majority of 
the crowd was teens and young 
parents with children. I really 
realized that this epidemic of gun 
violence especially in the school 
system is so heavily affecting us. 

A school shooting can 
truly happen anywhere, and the 
gravity of that realization seems 
to be hitting many students. 

With a heavy heart  I 
listened to speaker after speaker 
express their views on gun 
violence and how they have been 
affected. Tyler Suarez, the 19 
year old organizer of the march 
struck me as such an impres-
sive young man and inspired me. 

He lost his aunt in the Sandy 
Hook massacre and devoted much 
of his high school years to work on 
promoting tighter gun regulations 
and honoring his aunt. “Every-
one’s going to be standing next to 
each other from different walks of 
life, different perspectives, maybe 
different viewpoints on the same 
issue,” he said, “but they’re all 
here because they feel something 
needs to be done and the changes 
we’ve been doing aren’t enough.” 
As I was listening to him speak, 
his words moved me. He acknowl-

edged that though not everyone will 
agree on the issue at hand, we all 
do want a safer country where kids 
aren’t afraid to go to school or any 
public place for fear of being shot. 

This respectful but intense 
attitude that Suarez put forth was 
the embodiment of the march. 
Everyone was peaceful but 
demanding of change. We listened 
quietly while a speaker addressed 
the audience but cheered and 
yelled out slogans such as “Never 
again,” “Not one more,” and “Kids 
are more important” that urged 
for gun restrictions and reflec-
tion on what is more important, 
a child’s life or an assault rifle. 

While there were thousands 
of students at the march, there were 
also many young parents with their 
children, worried that their chil-
dren will grow up with a similar 
or worse level of gun violence in 
their school. The sight of the kids 
marching enraged me because it 
seems like our current administra-
tion doesn’t feel moved to change 
laws even though over 400 people 
have been shot in school shoot-
ings since Sandy Hook. The 
march was able to host people 
of all ages, but it was inspiring 
to see such young fresh faces 
at the march because the up and 
coming generation is the one who 
will be able to “Vote Them Out!”

While the fact that so many 
people feel like me and want 
gun laws to change scares me, it 
also inspires me because it is my 
generation that gets to vote next. 
I hope that all the young people 
like me that are growing up with 
what seems like a new school 
shooting every week get out to 
the voting booth and make change 
happen because it is in our hands 
to elect the new officials in office.  

I am so proud of everyone 
that went out to march in their state 
and protested something mean-
ingful to them. Everyone is capable 
of generating change, and going 
to the March For Our lives was 
an experience I will never forget. 

To be surrounded by thou-
sands of empowered people who 
all want change was a wonderful 
feeling. I’m so glad I was able to 
peacefully share my views and 
hear stories from so many people 
who know firsthand  what it’s like 
to be affected by gun violence. 

Though the march is 
over, myself and others are not 
slowing down when it comes 
to demanding gun control and 
spreading awareness on this issue. 

The march inspired me to 
continue learning about this devas-
tating issue that only America 
seems to struggle with so much 
and to text and write letters to 
our state legislators and senators. 

Though I am not old enough 
to vote yet, I still have a voice, and 
I will continue to speak out about 
gun control and advocate for those 
affected and work hard to make 
sure this never happens again! 
The march is over but everyone 
can continue to make change. 

by Nell Schwartz ’19

Enough is enough:
gun protest in CT             

As all those who regularly 
read the opinions section (the few, 
the proud) know I write a lot of 
political articles. Those articles 
usually consist of me telling you 
about an issue you most likely 
already know about and then me 
giving my long, wordy opinion 
on that issue. Although I do enjoy 
writing those articles, I decided 
to switch it up this issue and kick 
off the first online issue of the KO 
News with little history lesson 
in addition to some of my old 
staples. So without further adieu, 
an explanation of a topic you 
most likely already know about.

Are we really even surprised 
anymore? It almost seems perfect, 
a piece in the gargantuan puzzle 
that is the Trump Presidency. 

Over the past  couple 
months, we have been learning 
more and more about Presi-
dent Trump’s “alleged” affairs 
with not only pornstar Stormy 
Daniels, but also former Playboy 
playmate Karen McDougal.

ting of the office of the Presi-
dency, are they unprecedented? 
The answer, in short, is a hard no. 

A m e r i c a n  p r e s i d e n t s 
have a long and storied history 
of infidelity, sexual harass-
ment, and various other forms 
of sexual misconduct. Here are 
some of the highlights, now 
that I think about it, lowlights. 

Let’s start at the beginning, 
with none other than a founding 
father. Yes, that’s right, Thomas 
Jefferson, author of the Declara-
tion of Independence and our third 
President, had a sexual relation-
ship with one of his slaves, Sally 
Hemings while married to his 
wife. Even though I used the term 
“relationship,” it is highly likely 
that Jefferson raped Hemings 
as in the time she was consid-
ered to be his property; thus, he 
could do as he pleased with her. 

Hemings would go on to 
have six of Jefferson’s children, 
all of which were born into slavery 
and became Jefferson’s property. 
Many will come to Jefferson’s 
defense with the argument that 
such behaviour was the “soci-
etal norm” at the time and he 
wasn’t doing anything unusual.

Even if true, to make such an 
argument is to minimize not only 
the despicability of the action, but 
the suffering of Sally Hemings.

Next up on the infidelity/
sexual assault express is Grover 
Cleveland. Fun fact: Grover 
Cleveland was the only President 
to serve two non-consecutive terms 
as he was both the 22nd and 24th 
President of the United States. 
Not so fun fact: Grover Cleve-
land also allegedly raped and 
impregnated a 38 year old woman 
named Maria Halpin in 1873. 

While this incident occurred 
before his marriage to his wife 
Frances Cleveland, the details 
of this incident rank it pretty 
high on the all-time worst Presi-
dential sex scandals. According 
to Halpin, Cleveland, invited 
her to dinner, and after the meal 
proceeded to walk her home. Upon 
arriving at her house, Cleveland 
raped Halpin, “by use of force 
and violence and without my 
consent.” One year later, Halpin 
gave birth to Cleveland’s child. 

While many presidents 

by Jaden Dimauro ’20

History of presidential affairs

American Presi-
dents have a 
long and storied 
history of infi-
delity, sexual 
harassment, and 
various other 
forms of sexual 
misconduct.

 Even more recently, it 
was discovered the that National 
Enquirer paid a doorman $30,000 
to keep quiet about a story which 
alleged Trump had an illegitimate 
child with an employee. Last but 
certainly not least, former FBI 
director James Comey has insinu-
ated that the rumor that there is 
a tape of Trump and the “golden 
shower” in a Moscow hotel 
room could have some validity. 
While we can all agree that such 
conduct is disgusting and ill befit-

after Grover Cleveland more 
than qualify for this “list” of 
sorts, I don’t have nearly enough 
room to write about all of them. 
Thus in the interest of time, 
let’s fast forward to a lesser 
known President who rivaled 
his better known predecessor 
in terms of extramarital affairs 
and various sexual dalliances. 

As many are aware, John F. 
Kennedy famously had an affair 
with actress Marilyn Monroe, 
stripper Blaze Starr, multiple secre-
taries and numerous other women. 
What many forget, however, is his 
successor, Lyndon B. Johnson was 
every bit the cheat Kennedy was. 
In fact, Johnson once said, “I have 
had more women by accident than 
he [Kennedy] has had on purpose.” 

The most prominent of John-
son’s affairs was with a woman 
named Alice Glass, also married, 
whose husband ran a newspaper 
which supported Johnson and 
his policies. Johnson and Glass 
were so careless, that the First 
Lady, Lady Bird Johnson once 
walked in on the pair having sex 
in the oval office. As a result, the 
secret service installed a buzzer 
in the President’s office to alert 
him when his wife was coming. 

The last President on our 
list of shame is Ronald Reagan. 
While the alleged incident did not 
occur while Reagan was presi-
dent, it is still more than impor-
tant to recognize its importance. 

In “Nancy Reagan: The 
Unauthorized Biography,” by 
Kitty Kelly, actress Selene Waters 
accuses Reagan of showing up at 
her house in the middle of the night 
after she gave him her address, and 
proceeding to rape her on the couch. 
While this accusation is unveri-
fied, it is still important to recog-
nize its significance and severity. 

While I couldn’t include all 
the Presidents who were either 
cheats or sexual predators, it’s 
important to recognize that the 
vast majority of our presidents 
have been either one or the other, 
or both. In the era of #MeToo and 
#TimesUp, it is more vital than 
ever that we look at our history so 
we can make the most educated 
and informed decisions about who 
we want representing our values, 
morals and beliefs in the future. 

“Ninety-six people die every day from guns in our country.”
-David Hogg

“Shooting after shooting, the American people now see the one thing they 
         all have in common: the weapons.” 

-Cameron Kasky

“Since 2008, there have been at least 95 mass shootings in this country.”
-Jarod Miller

“The center for Disease Control does not have the funds to research gun  
          violence.”

-Jaclyn Corin

Quotes from Parkland students at the 
March For Our Lives in Washington 
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Nicole Wetsman ’12 speaks at KO
by Benjamin Poulios ’19

Nico le  Wetsman  ’12 
returned to KO on Monday, 
April 2, to address journalism 
students, KO News staff, faculty, 
and alumni at the 26th Annual 
Baird Journalism Dinner. Ms. 
Wetsman is a health and science 
reporter based in New York. 

She works on topics ranging 
from pediatric medicine to seal 

brain surgery, and her articles 
have appeared in publications 
such as Popular Science, National 
Geographic, Wired, Vice, and more.

Ms. Wetsman has a Masters 
degree in science, health, and 
environmental reporting from 
New York University and a Bach-
elor’s degree in neuroscience 
from Bowdoin College. While 
she was at Bowdoin, she served 
as editor-in-chief of the campus 

weekly news, the Bowdoin 
Orient, during her senior year. 

When she was at KO, she 
worked as a reporter, associate 
features editor, and features 
editor for the KO News. She 
was also the president of the 
Forensic Union and co-captain 
of the varsity soccer team.

The Baird Journalism dinner 
annually hosts a KO graduate, 
working in the field of journalism. 
The dinner was established by KO 
News alumni in 1992 to honor 
Warren Baird, who served as the 
faculty advisor of the Kingswood 
Oxford News from 1967 to 1989. 

Every year, the faculty 
advisor of the KO News reaches 
out to a KO alum involved in the 
field of journalism. This is English 
teacher Catherine Schieffelin’s first 
year as the faculty advisor of the 
KO News, so this was a very new 
experience. Ms. Schieffelin wanted 
to bring in Ms. Wetsman. “I knew 
Nicole [when she attended KO] 
because I actually taught her in 
Symposium,” said Ms. Schieffelin. 

Ms. Wetsman had also 

attended last year’s Baird Jour-
nalism Dinner where Jonathan 
Blitzer ’03 spoke because she 
was in town visiting her parents, 
and Ms. Schieffelin and Ms. 
Wetsman had discussed the 
possibility of Ms. Wetsman 
speaking at the dinner. This year, 
Ms. Schieffelin emailed Ms. 
Wetsman in February and asked 
her to come speak at the dinner.

Ms. Wetsman covered a 
variety of topics during the dinner. 
She spoke about how she came 
to be a freelancer. “I had worked 
at other newspaper companies, 
but they weren’t right for me,” 
said Ms. Wetsman. She said that 
she likes freelancing because 
she can cover a variety of topics. 

She even talked about the 
fake news and clickbait that is 
occurring in the U.S. “I found it 
interesting when Ms. Wetsman 
was talking about fake news,” 
sophomore Jamie Amell said, 
“and she said that if a piece of 
news makes you really happy 
or really sad, it would be smart 
to double check the facts.”

Ms. Wetsman said that her 
most challenging article was an 
article she wrote for Vice Sports 
about the annual screening of 
athletes for heart problems. She 
had to talk to a mother that had 
lost her young son from cardiac 
arrest. As Ms. Wetsman did more 
research about screening for heart 
problems, she realized that annual 
screenings are not practical.

After  the art icle was 
published, Ms. Wetsman received 
an email from the mom that she 
had talked to saying that the 
mom was really happy that the 
article was fair and accurate.

Ms. Schieffelin said that 
the dinner was pretty seamless 
because she had Mr. Kyff there to 
help her plan out the steps to orga-
nizing the dinner. She also said 
that the Buildings and Grounds 
crew were very helpful because 
they set up the library, and the 
kitchen made a delicious dinner.

Senior Gabrielle Ruban said 
that she was inspired to see how  a 
fellow KO News alum could pursue 
journalism beyond high school.Wetsman ’12 returns to KO to share her experience. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

Every year, KO students 
hear from a renowned science 
professional. This year, on 
Friday, March 9, Dr. Tiffany 
Jones came to give a talk. 

Dr. Jones is a psycholo-
gist who has done research on 
anxiety and stress, and how social 
media affects our brain chemistry. 

Dr.  Jones  g r adua ted 
from Hobart  and Wil l iam 
Smith College, with a major in 
psychology and English and 
a minor in women’s studies. 

In  recen t  years ,  Dr. 
Jones  has  been  a  spor t s 
psychology consultant for many 
schools, teams, and athletes. 

The presentation she gave 
was based around managing 
stress and anxiety, and the optimal 

Speaker stresses sleep
by Aidan O’Loughlin ’20

mindset for performance, a topic 
that is relatable for many students. 

Science teacher Tim Allerton 
had seen a similar presentation 
elsewhere by Dr. Jones and brought 
her forward as a possible speaker. It 
was with this in mind that Dr. Jones 
was chosen as the Stroud Science 
Symposium speaker for this year. 

“ [ M r.  A l l e r t o n ]  h a d 
witnessed the same activity 
she had done on stage with the 
biofeedback, and he thought she 

would be an interesting speaker. 
Someone who could relate well to 
high school students,” said science 
Department Chair Fritz Goodman. 

Mr. Allerton’s statement 
ended up being correct, as Dr. 
Jones proved to be a relatable 
speaker for high school students. 
“I thought her message was cool, 
“ said sophomore James Rava-
lese, “and I thought she was pretty 
down to earth. She showed that 
you really have to put in the work 
when using these techniques for 
test taking and things like that.”

Multiple students found Dr. 
Jones’ presentation to be inter-
esting. “I thought it was good; I 
found it entertaining and interac-
tive,” said freshman Adam Na. 

Sophomore Nick Cannata 
agreed that he learned a lot. “I found 
it very entertaining and enjoy-

Dr. Jones speaks about biofeedback on campus. Photo by David Newman.

able,” he said. The assembly had 
an overall positive reaction within 
the KO community, with students 
and faculty alike enjoying the talk. 

“I liked the demonstra-
tion of the biofeedback,” said 
Mr. Goodman.  “People could 
actually see the green, blue, 
and red zone, so she was able 
to give us a visible representa-
tion of the blue zone, where 
optimal performance occurs. She 
presented and then demonstrated.” 

During Dr. Jones’ presen-
tation she had a student come 
up on stage, and participate in a 
biofeedback demonstration. The 
student, senior Nat Bates, was 
hooked up to a heart monitor. 

Once hooked up, Dr. Jones 
explained what the different color 
zones meant and attempted to 
persuade Nat into one of the zones. 
This was just one of the ways that 
Dr. Jones’ interacted with her 
audience during the presentation. 

While the presentation 
was entertaining and interac-
tive it was also informative, 
touching on the topics of a healthy 
amount of sleep, and a healthy 
amount of time on a device. 

“It let me know that I should 
be getting a lot more sleep than I 
was before,” said sophomore 
Nick Traver. Some other students 
shared similar experiences. “It was 

kind of ironic because she was 
talking about how you need to get 
sleep, and I only had three hours 
the night before,” said James. 

Dr. Jones’ presentation 
was originally meant to be on the 
Wednesday before March break, but 
due to a snow day, the presentation 
was rescheduled, to the next day. 

“I appreciated her flex-
ibility,” said Mr. Goodman.“She 
was able to change her flight 
back to Ohio so that she could 
still do our assembly. It was 
very nice. Dr. Jones also came 
to a full psychology class and 
answered more questions. She 
was quite generous with her time.” 

“I should be 
getting a lot more 
sleep than I was 
before.” 
-Nick Traver

KO opened its campus 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.on March 
29, welcoming its accepted 
students to experience life at 
KO. Roughly 65 families showed 
up; students and parents went 
through different schedules, 
joining one another for the closing 
assembly in Roberts Theater.  

Senior Associate Director 
of Admissions Sarah Lasoff said 
that the Accepted Students Day 
provides an opportunity for KO 
to showcase what the school is 
all about. “It’s a sampling of lots 
of very different things to expe-
rience KO,” said Ms. Lasoff, 
“and the goal is to convince the 
accepted students to choose KO 
as their next place to go to school.” 

Both the accepted students 
and their parents started with a 
15-minute welcome speech from 
Assistant Head of School for 
External Affairs Zaira Santiago. 

Then, the students went on 
to an hour VQV session with Dean 
of Students William Gilyard and 
some current KO students at the 
Roberts Leadership Center to learn 
more about  daily life at KO through 
a question and answer session. 

Mr. Gilyard said that the 
VQV session was an experi-
ence created for the incoming 
students, where there were 
ice-breakers, mock advisee 
groups, and form meetings. 

He also mentioned four 
seniors participating in the process: 
Keegan Toland, Varun Tankala, 
Lily Hammer, and Jenna Mick. 

Furthermore, Mr. Gilyard 
co-moderated the “Life as a 
Wyvern” activity in the Conklin 
Library with history teacher David 
Baker for the accepted students’ 
parents from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Accepted students 
experience KO
by Casey Qi ’19 Student panelists introduced them-

selves and answered questions 
that parents had about advising, 
student life, and clubs. Mr. 
Gilyard said that all of the panel-
ists were honest, and that even 
though we were trying to attract 
kids to our school, we didn’t want 
to lie. He said he thanked them 
for being articulate, thoughtful, 
and intelligent. “They really did 
KO proud,” Mr. Gilyard said. 

“Some parents already 
had students here, and they 
spoke highly of KO,” said Mr. 
Gilyard. “I have always liked 
the Accepted Students’ Day 
because to me, that’s one of the 
most exciting periods when I get 
to see new faces on campus.” 
He said that it is a celebratory 
event and that people are excited, 
trying to get a feel for the school, 
which makes the whole campus 
full of energy and enthusiasm. 

After having an academic 
session with Associate Head 
of School Natalie Demers in 
Roberts Theater to learn about 
the academic journey at KO, 
students were paired up with 
current KO students to have lunch 
together and visit their classes, 
from 11:30 a.m.to 1:15 p.m.

S o p h o m o r e  J u a n i t a 
Asapokhai  took incoming 
freshman Annelie on a mini tour 
after they had lunch. And then 
Annelie went to one of Juanita’s 
classes, science teacher Fritz 
Goodman’s biology honors class. 

“You can see that she was 
having a great time through her 
smiling, laughing, and interacting 
with the class,” said Juanita. “It 
feels like  déjà vu --  the feeling of 
that I have already lived through 
something, like how history 
is repeating itself -- and it is a 
wonderful feeling,” said Juanita. 



8 THURSDAY
April 26, 2018 Arts Arts THURSDAY

April 26, 2018 98 THURSDAY
April 26, 2018 Arts Arts THURSDAY

April 26, 2018 9
New art class inspires students to 
think, create ‘Outside the Box’ 
by Kathryn Westrick ’20

Outside the Box is a new type 
of  art class that has officially been 
added to the Course of Study for 
the 2018-19 school year.  Creative 
arts teacher Katherine Burnett will 
be teaching the class, which will 
be available to all Upper School 
students who have taken Intro-
duction to Studio Art, the prereq-
uisite for all art classes at KO.

According to the course 
description, “Outside the Box is 
for students who want to venture 
beyond the traditional approaches 
of representation in art to discover 
new ways of interpreting and docu-
menting the world they live in.” 

Ms. Burnett will present 
the class with a theme or 
problem for each student to  
solve in a unique, artistic way.

Outside the Box will 
encourage students to expand 
beyond pencil and paper by 
providing them with an opportu-
nity to experiment with photog-
raphy, musical composition, 

filmmaking, acting, writing, 
science and sculpture. “The goal 
is to incorporate what everyone’s 
passion is,” said Ms. Burnett.  

Students will also have more 
freedom in their work because 
they will not be restricted to using 
a specific medium. Freshman 
Sydney Smith admitted that art 
isn’t her best subject. “Sometimes 
it’s difficult for me to focus in a 
normal art class such as drawing 
because I’m not overly interested 
in what we’re doing,” said Sydney, 
“which is why I am interested 
in taking this class next year.” 

Director of Academic 
Planning Carolyn Mckee said 
she agreed. “Kids are more 
involved when they have more 
skin in the game. Because it’s 
more meaningful, they can 
connect with it,” she said. 

Ms. Burnett believes that 
art is everywhere, and she wants 
to share her passion with the KO 
community. “I like the idea of 
people understanding that art is so 
much more than just these single 

disciplines,” Ms. Burnett said. 
“This class is meant for everyone, 
even for kids who don’t neces-
sarily think that they are ‘good at 
art.’” Senior Neil Hemnani said 
he thinks that oftentimes people 
have a narrow-minded view of 
what qualifies as art. “A lot of 
people have this singular view 
that your ability in art depends on 
your ability to draw or paint but 
they need to think bigger,” he said.

Outside the Box will be 
predominantly lead by students. 
Although it will incorporate 
strong conceptual components 
similar to the core academic 
classes, Outside the Box will put 
a greater focus on risk-taking, 
creativity and self-expression 
instead of on grades and deadlines. 

“In school we are always 
taught to follow a rigid struc-
ture,” Neil said, “but Outside the 
Box will teach students big life 
lessons that we don’t necessarily 
learn while taking a math test.” 
Students will learn to observe 
the world around them while 

collaborating with their peers. 
“This class emphasizes your 

ability to think, respond and work 
together,” Ms. Burnett said. Ms. 
Burnett might take students off 
campus to West Hartford’s Blue 
Back Square or simply around 
our own campus. KO has access 
to nature and bustling suburban 
life, a privilege that Ms. Burnett 
plans to take advantage of.

Ms. Burnett came up with 
this idea in the fall, and she has 
been working hard to turn it into 
a reality. “She’s very passionate 
about it,” Ms. McKee said. “I 
wasn’t skeptical because I know 
she will put a lot of effort into 
making this class a success. 

A teacher creates a class 
because there is a need or an 
interest. Typically, I have found 
that there is a good response.” 
Ms. Burnett confided in multiple 
people during this process, 
faculty and students included. 
“Ms. McKee has a good sense of 
what fits, so bouncing my ideas 
off of her and getting her approval 

Hartford’s Xfinity Theater 
gears up to host major rappers 
by Nell Schwartz ’19

was huge,” Ms. Burnett said.
There aren’t many new 

classes being added for next year, 
and it’s been a long time since 
a class as been added to the art 
department. “It’s always exciting 
to expand the bounds of education 
and add new classes,” Ms. McKee 
said. Ms. Burnett is excited as 
well. “It’s in its first year, it’s in its 
beginning stages, and I am looking 
forward to watching it transform 
and develop,” Ms. Burnett said. 
She sees the class as a new oppor-
tunity for students and faculty 
alike. “There’s really so much 
you could do with this class,” Ms. 
Burnett said. “When everyone 
comes together I am confident 
that the possibilities are endless.”

Students and their advisors 
are beginning to have course selec-
tion meetings, and Outside the Box 
is something to keep in mind. “I’m 
honestly sad that I’m graduating in 
the spring so I won’t be able to take 
the class next year,” Neil said. “I 
hope the returning students take 
advantage of this opportunity.” 

Connecticut is in for a 
thrilling summer concert season 
as Xfinity Theater gears up to host 
big time rappers: Migos, Kend-
rick Lamar and Sir Robert Bryson 
Hall II, known by his stage name 
Logic, and they are just some of 
the celebrities in line to perform.

 I write this with antsy 
excitement because I will see 
first-hand how all of these 
performers measure up to their 
albums while performing live. 

Migos, an all American 
hip hop trio composed of three 
rappers known by their stage 
names Quavo, Offset and Takeoff, 
are the first major group to ascend 
the Xfinity stage. On May 18, the 
group is set to perform after rappers 
Russ and Bazi open for them. 

The group released their 
debut single “Versace” in 2013 and 
went on to release several singles 
featured on the Billboard Hot 
100 including “Bad and Boujee” 
(2016), peaking at No. 1, “MotorS-
port” (with Nicki Minaj and Cardi 
B) (2017), peaking at No. 6, and 
“Stir Fry” (2017), peaking at No. 8.

Excitement around their 
May performance is building 
as tickets are rapidly dwindling 
since going on sale.  “I’m super 
excited to see them perform live, 
those concerts are always fun,” 
said junior Maeve McDonald.   

Migos was supposed  to 
perform last year; however, they 
didn’t show. This year many teens 
are hoping that they perform as 
scheduled. “I’m super excited 

because they didn’t go last year, 
and I was really looking forward 
to it,” senior Skylar Barron said. “I 
am also really excited because Russ 
is performing there too, and he is 
one of my favorite artists EVER.”

Less than a month after 
Migos performs, rapper and song-
writer Kendrick Lamar will hit 
the stage in one of the most antici-
pated concerts of the summer. An 
activist through his music, Kend-
rick conveys deep topics and 
themes concerning social justice. 
“Kendrick raps about systems 
of oppression, inequalities in 
wealth and how black people are 
treated in the US; overall, he talks 
about black self esteem,” said 
Dean of Students Will Gilyard.  

Lamar gives voice to the 
voiceless and I, for one, am very 
excited to attend his Xfinity Debut 

“Those concerts 
are always fun.”

– Maeve 
McDonald 

on June. His album, “DAMN” is 
one of my favorites and touches 
on many injustices within the 
police force and the govern-
ment against African Americans. 

“DAMN” was released on 
April 14, 2017, and within days 
it received rave reviews, with a 
Rolling Stone writer describing 
it as a combination of “the old 

school and the next-level.” At the 
60th Grammys, Lamar opened 
the show and went on to win five 
awards for his album “DAMN”: 
Best Rap Album, Best Rap perfor-
mance, Best Rap Song, Best 
music Video and Best Rap/Sung 
performance all rightfully earned. 

The  a lbum “DAMN” 
seemed to stir up a lot of conver-
sation about the album being 
more than just something that 
sounds good. Any artist that can 
achieve that and sounds good 
at the same time has succeeded. 

Not only does Lamar rap 
about things that actually matter, 
in my opinion he is great at what he 
does. “I like how his songs are more 
than just mumble rap and actu-
ally have meaning behind them,” 
senior Anthony Melody said. 

Just three days after Lamar’s 
concert, a rising star among the rap 
world while still widely known is 
performing. While he certainly 
isn’t as famous as Lamar and 
Migos, Logic is gaining a giant 
fan base and for good reason. 

He is on the come up, and 
his most recent album has some 
of my favorite songs. His most 
recent album “Bobby Tarantino 
II” is comprised of 13 songs and 
features guest appearances from 2 
Chainz, Big Sean, and Wiz Khalifa. 

When it seems like school 
is barely going by and summer 
is further away than ever, I just 
think about these talented artists 
coming to our very own state. 
Sooner than ever, the biggest 
names in the industry will be 
around the corner performing live!

Zack Herz sings 

Senior  Zachary  Herz 
released his new single titled 
“Cor rup t ion”  ju s t  be fo re 
March break on platforms 
such as, iTunes, Spotify, Apple 
Music, Pandora, and Shazam. 

The song can be found 
under the artist name, Zero Play 
and has a length of 3:46. Zack has 
many songs on Soundcloud, but 
this was his first time releasing a 
song on so many other platforms. 

“Corruption” features Zack 
as the lead, as well as his brother 
senior Alex Herz on the guitar. Zack 
described “Corruption” as a polit-
ically-charged protest song. “It’s 
certainly energetic, but it is more 
towards anger and corruption in 
the world to things that aren’t right, 
like police [corruption],” he said.  

Zack was inspired to write 
a song about corruption by the 
wrongdoing he saw and read 
about in the world everyday. In 
fact, he even wrote his senior 
thesis on how Bob Dylan’s songs 
are acts of protest through music. 
“When you find out about secrets 
and corruptions and [I] felt it was 
stupid, so I wrote a song about it 
to express my feelings,” he said. 

Zack has been playing 
guitar, bass, and drums for three 
years and the piano for five. Since 
the age of 10, Zack has been part 
of honor choirs, and he has also 
been playing harmonica for a few 
years. Zack admires rock, espe-
cially punk rock, which he says is 
one of his favorite styles. More-
over, Zack also writes music such 

as piano songs and rock. “I usually 
write whatever comes to me, but 
I usually go to rock because that 
is what I know best,” he said. 

The process to write and 
finalize “Corruption” was a three 
month process, but it took Zack 
a few years to complete. Zack 
had originally written the song 
in 2013, but then he scrapped 
everything expect the lyrics. Then 
in 2015 and 2016, he started to 
write about what was happening 
in society and current events; last 
August, he felt that the lyrics were 
right. “It took this song a long time 
to finalize because there are new 
things happening everyday, so I 
have to keep updating,” he said. 

Zack had always wanted 
to officially release a song, so 
he found a couple of stations, 
paid a $30 fee, and his song has 
played on many stations with 
unlimited releases. “The internet 
created wonders for the music 
world,” he said. “It was worth the 
cost for me, makes me happy.” 

Jun ior  Ol iv ia  Coxon 
said she felt that “Corruption” 
addresses current political issues 
,and she said she thinks that these 
are important topics to discuss. 

“I think it was so impres-
s ive that  he  was able  to 
write a song, perform it and 
send it out to everyone; it’s 
very impressive,” she said. 

Zack emphasized the power 
of music.“I personally feel that 
songs are more powerful and easier 
to connect to than speeches, and I 
find songs to have more emotions, 
from the lyrics and the music.” 

by Luv Kataria ’20

about ‘Corruption’
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The one-act play this year 
is called “Bad Auditions by 
Bad Actors,” by Ian McWethy, 
which is being directed by 
Senior Aparaji ta Kashyap. 

“A one-act play is a play 
in one act, it is shorter and has 
no intermission, and it’s less 
complicated to put on,” she said. 

The  one-ac t  wi l l  be 
performed before the cabaret on 
Friday, May 18, in the Black Box.

It is a tradition for seniors 
to direct a one-act in the spring 
after the musical and fall play. 
Shelby Fairchild ’17, wrote one 
during the summer and directed it 
last year. “Mr. Millen has a whole 
bunch of plays and scripts in his 
office, and I dug through those, 
and then I tried to find something 
that I liked; then I looked online, 
and I saw this one, and I picked 
it,” Aparajita said. “First of all, 
because you don’t need a super 
big cast and also because all of the 
scenes have fewer people in them, 
which will make it easier for me 
to schedule rehearsals and stuff.”

The one-act does not take 

the place of athletic require-
ments and is considered an extra-
curricular activity, unlike the 
fall play or the musical. It’s not 
something that the theater depart-
ment at KO takes charge of; 
it’s something that the students 
have to take on themselves. 

There are eight actors in 
the play, and six of them have 
multiple roles. “I think that it is 
really great that there are all these 
big characters, and it really gives 
the actors the chance to inhabit 
these larger-than-life charac-
ters and play with that a lot, so I 
think that is fun,” Aparajita said. 

Aparajita had students 
audition by reading the mono-
logue in the style of the character 
for whom they were auditioning. 

Aparajita said she believes 
that the cast is a very talented one 
and that the students are excited 
for their parts, so she thinks that 
the play will go well. “It’s my 
first time directing, so I don’t 
really know what I am doing, 
but I hope it goes well,” she said. 

Junior Elise Gendrich is 
also part of the one-act play, and 
she has the roles of two charac-

ters, Melissa and Meg. These two 
individuals are both bad actors 
and are confused as to how to 
improve. Elise had a small role in 
the play last year but has taken on 
a more significant role this year. 
“I figured that I would support 
[Apara] by being in her play, and 
it seemed funny and I thought it 
would be a good part,” she said. 

Elise has been part of the 
musical for the past three years 
,and she acted in plays throughout 
elementary and middle school. 
Elise said she likes the idea of 
having essentially each scene be 
a separate scene that are funny in 
their own way. “Mostly everyone 
plays multiple roles, which is 
fun because we get more diverse 
acting opportunities,” she said. 

The one-act will take place 
the same night as the cabaret. 
The cabaret will feature many 
songs from different musi-
cals that all share the common 
theme of “connection,” along 
with some acting and costumes. 

Senior Ellie Bavier is 
running the cabaret this year and 
she was part of the first carabert 
which was run last last year by 

Conor O’Loughlin ’17. There 
are 22 people in this year’s 
cabaret  and they are performing 
14 songs compared to the 10 
last year, which Ellie said she 
believes is a little ambitious. 

“We are following with 
Mr. Langameyer’s theme for the 
first half of the year, which was 
‘connection,’ and that’s why he 
chose ‘Spelling Bee,’” she said. 
“Honestly we chose  [the theme] 
because we were first looking at 
songs we wanted to do, I knew 
that I wanted to feature certain 
people, based on what I saw from 
them at the musical and I really 
just wanted to do a couple songs.” 

The cabaret is adding more 
people, four more songs, costumes, 
props, and a pit, which Ellie says is 
the biggest thing. “I knew I wanted 
a big cast; we have 22 people in it. 
It is a lot to try to manage, espe-
cially when we have big ensemble 
numbers; it’s kind of hard to get 
everyone to settle down and not 
get distracted, and sometimes I 
have to take a harder leadership 
role,” she said. “I think it is going 
to be great. I mean adding the 
numbers is always fun, especially 

Cabaret, one-act to debut May 18
with the pit. Pits are loud, so that 
means that it is good that we have 
voices that can fill that to counter.” 

The pit will consist of six 
students, all of whom will play 
different instruments: senior 
David Marottolo on piano, 
freshman Prairwaa Madden on 
violin, junior Calvin Beck on bass, 
junior Andrew Holland on drums, 
senior Alicia Henry on flute, and 
senior Jacob Kulak on guitar. 

The pit of the cabaret is 
similar to the pit in the musical, 
and it will also consist of a rhythm 
section, according to David. All 
the songs in the performance will 
be performed entirely by students. 

“I’m looking forward [to]  
it; it is a nice collection of song 
and were nicely chosen by Ellie,” 
David said. “Also everyone is 
very talented and also Ellie is 
doing a nice job with directing, 
so I feel like it is coming along 
strongly. I think the pit is very 
important because with cabaret, 
it is different than a musical and 
the acting is very minimum, 
and it is all about the music, 
so the singers having support 
from the pit is very important.” 

by Luv Kataria ’20

Between charcoals, pastels, 
and watercolors, junior Erin 
Bowen is a talented artist across 
the board, but drawing has always 
been her passion since a young age. 

“I started drawing before I 
could even read or write,” Erin said. 
“I became involved in art classes 
in elementary school and worked 
on sketches in my free time.” 

Erin is currently in the Port-
folio Prep class, which allows her 
to spend several hours a week 
using different mediums to explore 
all kinds of art, while preparing a 
collection of art to show colleges. 
“I’ve had much more opportunities 
to work on art since I’ve been in the 
Portfolio Prep class; this commit-
ment to the class gives me several 
hours a week to solely focus on 
art during class, free periods, 
and outside of school,” Erin said. 

Erin loves being able to 
express her ideas through art 
and having the opportunity to 
work with different types of 
art. “My favorite part about 
being an artist is the ability to 
make art with all types of media 
and constantly thinking about 
my next art project,” she said.

 Art is a way for Erin to 
escape the realities of everyday 
life and help her get in touch with 
her creative side. Junior Brigid 
Bernier said that art allows Erin 
to be creative and focused, and 
it lets her be productive and have 
a good time.“With every piece 
Erin has invested herself in, she 
forms a bond with the art she has 
created, which is why she doesn’t 
have a favorite piece,” she said.

 Erin said she is proud of a 
sculpture she made last year : a 

tree of wire and wood which was 
challenging because she doesn’t 
usually work in 3D. While the piece 
caused her difficulty, the sculpture 
turned out beautifully and Erin is 
known around campus for it due 
to it being displayed in Roberts. 

“I remember the wooden 
sculpture that Erin made in my 
sophomore year art class. I was 
so blown away by her idea to 
make a tree coming out of a 
book. She worked so hard on 
that sculpture all semester and 
it was a beautiful outcome,” 
junior Nell Schwartz said.

Erin acknowledged that art 
can be frustrating at times, but it’s 
a good way to channel her energy 
into something positive. “I think 
the hardest part of tackling any art 
project is knowing where to start. I 
can get inspiration or ideas easily, 
but actually knowing how I want to 
render it can be difficult and some-
what discouraging at first,” she said. 

Although starting the project 
can be difficult, Erin gets inspira-
tion from the world around her, 
as well as her peers. “I look up 
to a lot of peers and teachers. I 
really trust their opinions on my 
artwork and progress,” she said. 

by Jacqueline Dugan ’19

This year’s Speakers’ Forum 
finals took place on Friday, April 
20. Sophomore Remy Mccoy 
was chosen as the winner by a 
panel of adult judges and Forensic 
Union officer senior Rob Downes.

Speakers’ Forum is an annual 
interpretive and dramatic reading 
event in which all sophomores 
participate. Each student chooses a 
published fiction piece that can be 
read within the time constraints of 
3:30 and 6:30 minutes. The pieces 
are first read in the classroom, 
and the top two speakers with the 
highest peer review scores proceed. 

These speakers move on to 
the semifinals, and the top five 
speakers from the semifinals, who 
are assessed and chosen by a panel 
of judges consisting of teachers and 
Forensic Union officers, move on to 
finals. Finals take place in Roberts 
Theater in front of the entire school 

and results are announced just after 
all the readings have finished. 

When asked about how 
she felt about Speakers’ Forum, 
sophomore Alma Clark said that 
she was never stressed about it. 
“Speakers’ Forum is an integral 
part of the sophomore curric-
ulum and it’s a great opportunity 
for students to express them-
selves and creatively work on 
a piece,” she said, “and even if 
you’re an awful actor or public 
speaker, you can still have fun.” 

Sophomore and semifi-
nalist Maggie Eberle agreed 
that it is an important part of 
the year, but she said that it 
was much more serious for her. 

“I’ve been looking forward 
to Speakers’ Forum since seventh 
grade when we came to watch 
the finalists at assembly. As 
someone who loves to act and 
sing and perform, this is really 
exciting for me. I’ve worked 

really, really hard,” she said. 
When it came to choosing 

a piece, many sophomores had 
different approaches and struggles. 
Alma said it was fairly straight-
forward for her. “I’ve chosen the 
piece ‘Gifted’ by Simon Rich. 
I chose it by picking it up from 
the table during English class, 
and the first story was funny so I 
chose it. It’s really about finding 
a book that you would want to 
read because the chances are that 
you will read it well,” she said.

When asked whether ahe 
would take part in Speakers’ Forum 
if it was optional, Alma said she 
wouldn’t. “I’m just not very good at 
signing up for things,” Alma said.

Maggie said the process was 
much longer and more compli-
cated for her. “I began looking for 
pieces before March break, and 
I went through all the resources 

by Esha Shrivastav ’20

English teacher Ron Monroe poses with Speakers’ Forum finalists: sophomores Remy McCoy, Maggie Eberle, Niko 
Rodriguez, Angelina Maselli and Cai Kuivila. Photo by Amelia Levine ’20.

Erin Bowen ’19 is the artist of the 
month. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

Erin Bowen earns 
artist of the month

Remy McCoy wins 2018 
Speakers’ Forum contest

    Continued on page 12.
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Head of School: Job description

Hidden Figure: Selma Burke

According to statistical 
information analyzed by Cana-
dian mathematicians Lara Pudwell 
and Eric Rowland, the average 
American currency carrier holds 
a single dime, in addition to other 
change, at any given moment. 
On the obverse of the dime is 
the profile of Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, the 32nd President of 
the United States. The legacy of 
Selma Hortense Burke, the black 
sculptor who created the work that 
is the basis of the image on the 
dime, lives forever in the pockets 
of every individual carrying U.S. 
currency – maybe even you. 

S e lma  w a s  b o r n  o n 
December 31, 1900, in Moores-
ville, NC. “It was there in 1907,” 
Selma said, on the day she touched 
clay found nearby her home for the 
first time, “that I discovered me.”  
Though she remained artistically 
inclined, at the encouragement 
of her mother to find a steady 
economic source, Selma attended 
Winston-Salem State Univer-
sity, followed by schooling at St. 
Agnes Hospital Nursing School 
in Raleigh, NC. After the death of 
her husband, a childhood friend, 
Selma moved to New York City to 
continue her nursing career, until 
a new one began to take shape.  

In the midst of the Harlem 
Renaissance, the cultural, intel-
lectual and artistic movement 
that empowered black Ameri-
cans and asserted the influence 
of black art on American culture 
during the early 20th century,  
Ms. Burke arrived in New York. 
Selma’s artistic genius quickly 
became a key that opened a series 
of doors to the future. Living with 

acclaimed black author Claude 
McKay and forging relationships 
within the vibrant community of 
black creatives present in Harlem, 
Selma’s energy became concen-
trated towards her art. During 
her time in Harlem, she won the 
Rosenwald and Boehler Foun-
dation Fellowships, the former 
of which provided scholarship 
programs specifically for black 
artists and writers during the 1920s 
to late 1940s. Through this fellow-
ship, Selma was under the tute-
lage of famed modernist sculptor 
Aristide Maillol; she also came 
in contact with renowned French 
painter Henri Matisse, who spoke 
with high esteem about Salma’s 
work. In 1941, Selma earned an 
M.F.A. from Columbia Univer-
sity, and lent her prowess to the 
next generation of Harlem artists 
by teaching at the local community 
center. She also funded and estab-
lished the Selma Burke Art School 
in New York City and the Selma 
Burke Art Center in Pittsburgh, PA.

Selma’s ascent to fame came 
as a result of a work she created 
for a competition asking artists to 
sculpt President Franklin D. Roos-
evelt. Selma, who felt referencing 
photographs for her sculpture 
limited her ability to accurately 
capture the President’s visage, 
requested a 45-minute sitting with 
the President to draw sketches 
she would use in the creation of 
of 3.5 by 4.5 foot plaque. Her 
work was quickly adapted on the 
dime after its reveal in September 
1945 at the Recorder of Deeds 
Building in Washington, D.C. 

Former U.S. Mint Chief 
Engraver John R. Sinnock, who 

Continued on page 12.

Fashionista of the month: Mr. Mitchell

Throughout his two years 
at KO, creative arts teacher 
Steve Mitchell has without 
a doubt shown his love and 
commitment to his daily outfits.

Despite Mr. Mitchell’s 
involvement in six different 
choirs, ranging from sixth 
graders to seniors, he never 
lets a busy schedule get in 
the way of dressing well . 

Mr. Mitchell’s favorite 
stores to shop at are J. Crew and 
Brooks Brothers. These shops 
have a common sense of style 
which fit Mr. Mitchell perfectly.

Mr. Mitchell said the 
words that describe his style 
are an urban guy on the go 
with a lowkey eye for fashion. 

“Out of many teachers at 
KO, I can always guarantee Mr. 
Mitchell to be dressed and ready 
for the day no matter [what] time 
or place,” sophomore Remy 
McCoy said. “If I was a boy, 
I would definitely look at Mr. 
Mitchell for school fashion tips.” 

Mr. Mitchell’s style is 
not necessarily inspired from 
other sources, but has changed 
significantly over time. In his 
life before KO, he spent a lot 
of time in business attire, suits 
and ties, to correlate with his 
profession. Now that he works 
at a school, he is able to change 
his clothes up a bit and experi-
ment with different daily looks. 

“Specifically for me, I notice 
Mr. Mitchell’s outfits during 
Oxfordians later in the evening,”  
sophomore Molly Jones said. 
“All of the members in the group 
show up in comfy clothes such as 

sweatpants and sweatshirts. Mr. 
Mitchell is always still dressed 
in his nice and formal collared 
shirt with a tie or bowtie and 
khakis. This shows Mr. Mitch-
ell’s commitment to looking 
nice on campus as a teacher and 
member of the KO community.” 

As a teacher, Mr. Mitchell 
would not consider himself a 
trend setter. The reason is because 
he takes the best from what he 
sees around stores and the local 
malls. “If someone else likes 
what I wear then great, but it’s not 
on purpose,” Mr. Mitchell said. 

Many people have certain 
pieces of clothing that they are 
often caught shopping for, or 
enjoy the most. For Mr. Mitchell, 
this clothing is both sweaters and 
ties, as they add a positive and 
significant role to many outfits. 

“Due to the fact that I am not 
in choir, I don’t see Mr. Mitchell 
very often,” junior Evan Moore 
said, “but when I see him around 
campus or in the cafeteria, he is 
always looking very put-together.” 
He also said that Mr. Mitchell’s 
fashion sense stands out in a posi-
tive way among the other teachers.

Although Mr. Mitchell is 
very proper and stylish at school, 
he said his home and weekends-
look is tremendously different. 
“All I can say is that at home I look 
like a bum,” Mr. Mitchell said. 

Mr. Mitchell’s fashion icon is 
John Legend because of his preppy 
and stylish look combined into one. 

“I personally don’t see 
much differences in guys’ outfits 
at the school, but Mr. Mitchell 
is always one to stand out 
from the crowd,” Molly said. 

Overall ,  Mr. Mitchell 
is seen by many students as a 
prominent teacher with an incred-
ible sense of style. With two 
years of strong outfits under his 
belt, we cannot wait to see more 
stylish attire from Mr. Mitchell.  

“If I was a boy, 
I would defi-
nitely look at 
Mr. Mitchell for 
school fashion 
tips.”

– Remy McCoy

by Juanita Asapokhai ’20 
by Sophia Kaufman ’20

.Mr. Mitchell suits up and dresses to 
impress. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

It is common knowledge 
by now that Head of School 
Dennis Bisgaard is leaving King-
swood Oxford after 12 dedicated 
years of leading the commu-
nity, and that Tom Dillow will 
become our next Head of School.

But what exactly does being 
a Head of School entail? What 
do they need to do and why are 
they so important? “The Head of 
School is the main culture setter 
of the school, but not necessarily 
the most important person on 
campus,” Mr. Bisgaard said. He 
went on to explain that the Head of 
School works closely with senior 
administrators to help establish the 
tone of the school, as well as the 
Board of Trustees, who are respon-
sible for the fiduciary and fiscal 
well-being of school. “The Board 
of Trustees sets all of the poli-
cies for the school,” Mr. Bisgaard 
said, “but they don’t necessarily 
understand all the nuances, so 
the Head of School has to convey 
what the community needs, what 
would work, and what wouldn’t.” 

Under the leadership of Mr. 

Bisgaard, KO completed a number 
of major campus projects, among 
them the addition of the turf field 
and Chase-Tallwood Math and 
Science Technology Center. Mean-
while, the school added Mandarin 
Chinese and various Global 
Online Academy (GOA) courses 
to the curriculum. Mr. Bisgaard 
also helped to create a Robotics 
team and form more opportu-
nities for international travel. 

“I keep trying to add things 
that are exciting for and which 
cater to a wide range of students,” 
Mr. Bisgaard said. He also said 
he always wants everyone to 
have the best chance to excel in 
their particular interest, but he 
wants people to have the oppor-
tunity to discover new ones, as 
well. “Whether it be for the one 
playing her saxophone for hours 
on end, or the one shooting hoops 
with his friends, I’ve wanted 
Kingswood Oxford to be a place 
where everyone can be comfort-
able to be themselves,” he said.

The downside to the vast 
amount of opportunities available 
at KO is the large price tag, and 
it is up to the Head of School to 

make sure those costs are covered. 
Mr. Bisgaard said that the majority 
of his time is spent meeting with 
various parents, alumni, parents 
of alumni, and foundations to 
raise money for new additions to 
the school, such as the Hoffman 
Field House. “Believe it or not, 
tuition doesn’t actually fully 
cover the many expenses of the 
school,” he said. “So, sometimes I 
have to literally travel from coast 
to coast to meet with alumni.” 

Mr. Bisgaard also said that 
it’s very important for a Head 
of School to look at the school’s 
mission statement and core 
values, so they can always strive 
to emulate those. “A good Head 
of School has to be transparent 
with the community and really be 
as helpful as they can, so people 
feel valued and known,” Mr. 
Bisgaard said. He then said that 
during times of crisis, he feels it 
is especially important for him 
as the Head of School to reach 
out to the entire community and 
ensure every person’s concerns 
are heard and cares are met.

Various students and faculty 
members said they think Mr. 

Bisgaard has done an excellent 
job of listening to the school and 
communicating with everyone, 
including seven-year senior Caro-
line Doyle. “He’s always been 
really accessible to the students, 
and I appreciate that a lot,” she said. 

Dean of Students William 
Gilyard said he felt the same 
way. “Mr. Bisgaard is someone 
who is always willing to listen 
to others and hear some hard 
truths, and therefore Mr. Bisgaard 
knew how to guide KO through 
tough times,” Mr. Gilyard said. 

Science Department Chair 
Fritz Goodman recalled a faculty 
meeting where Mr. Bisgaard 
demonstrated his rationality and 
thoughtfulness. One teacher 
asked a question about a difficult 
topic and Mr. Bisgaard paused, 
responding, “I think we should 
inject some sanity into the situa-
tion first.” Mr. Goodman then said 
that because of many instances like 
this one, Mr. Bisgaard reminds him 
of a chess player. “Chess players 
can’t get too upset or emotional, 
and in order to win they have to 
be thinking three or four moves 
in advance — and that’s how Mr. 

Bisgaard sees the future of the 
school,” Mr. Goodman said. “He’s 
always thinking a few steps ahead.” 

Looking to the future, Mr. 
Bisgaard said he feels Mr. Dillow 
will inherit a great community 
and will be able to bring a posi-
tive and fresh change to KO. “If I 
were him, I would really enjoy the 
new experience and take it all in at 
first,” he said. “By getting to know 
everyone and truly embracing the 
community, he can see what’s 
working and then in some areas 
make whatever improvements 
and enhancements are necessary.” 

Students and faculty are 
sad to see Mr. Bisgaard leave, 
but also excited for him to begin 
a new journey. “I was happy for 
him, sad for us,” Mr. Gilyard said. 
Sophomore Maggie Eberle, who 
has been at KO since Form One, 
said she feels that Mr. Bisgaard 
did a great job here and will do 
great things elsewhere as well. 
“Mr. Bisgaard is a kind man who 
really had KO in his best interest,” 
Maggie said. “I feel Mr. Bisgaard 
did a good job as Head of School. 
The rest of the community and I 
wish him luck in his new position.” 

by Alyssa Pilecki ’20
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KO raises voices, signs at March for Our Lives
by Taline Norsigian ’19

On March 24, students, 
parents, teachers, and grand-
parents alike, stood arm and 
arm against arms in a nation-
wide student-led demonstra-
tion in support of gun control. 

Students and teachers 
from KO who support the move-
ment participated in the rally,  
the March for Our Lives, spear-
headed by the survivors of the 
Parkland, Fla. mass shooting.

Junior Ali Meizels attended 
the march in Northampton, 
Mass. with her friend, junior 
Olivia Coxon, in order to voice 
her opinions on the matter.

Holding a sign with “No 
more silence, end gun violence” 
written defiantly across it, Ali 
said it was nice to see another 
community outside of Connect-
icut, supporting gun control.

“Personally I’m pretty vocal 
about activism, and I feel as though 
I can speak my mind,” Ali said. 
“I think it’s important for people 
who are quiet about other issues 
to speak up about this one because 
it affects all kids in all schools.”

Ali said it was powerful to 
see adults supporting the students 
on the side lines and allowing 
students to lead the march. She also 
said the all-student performances to 
honor past victims were impactful 
on her experience at the march.

Olivia said she agreed. “The 
march was completely student-
run and people were coming 
together to vocalize this one issue, 
which was great,” Olivia said.

Raising her views up with 
a sign reading, “I should be 
worried about my ACT. Instead, 
I’m worried about our lives,” 
Olivia said she wanted to show 
how teenagers now have an extra 
responsibility to worry about 
school shootings in addition 
to typical high school worries.

“There’s no need for an 
average American to have an 
AK-47, and gun control will 
lessen gun violence,” Olivia said.

Sophomore Anusha Memon 
was unable to attend the march 
because she was on vacation, but 
she said she wanted to participate.

“I think it’s important to 
spread awareness about gun 
violence in school,” Anusha 
said. “Just because we’re young 
doesn’t mean it doesn’t count.”

Junior Emma Kate Johansen 
rallied at the Connecticut State 
Capitol in Hartford with her 
mom because she said she is 
concerned that people don’t see 
school shootings as preventable.

“Some of my desire to 
speak up about this issue prob-
ably comes from my own safety,” 
Emma Kate said. “Students 
shouldn’t have to fear being 
shot, especially in school.”

Overall, she said the experi-
ence was extremely positive and in 
the long run marches like these will 
help state legislatures and members 
of Congress make the decision 
to start fighting for gun control.

History teacher Katie 
McCarthy brought her family, 
mother, and a friend to the March 
for Our Lives in Hartford. She said 

the march honored past victims,but 
also was a call  to action.

“After Parkland happened, I 
was enthusiastic to see kids having a 
lasting impact on this issue through 
their passion,” Mrs. McCarthy 
said. “I’m inspired by them.”

Mrs. McCarthy said her 
motivation to join the movement 
to end gun violence started when 
her son entered first grade because 
the kids from Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School were in first grade.

“I was happy to notice 
that the march was student-led 
and there was a real energy to 
it,” Mrs. McCarthy said. “There 
were people of all races, genders, 
and ages coming together 
for this one cause.” 

Engl ish  teacher  Meg 
Kasprak said she agreed that the 
experience was uplifting as she 
carried a sign, “Actually… guns do 
kill people” beside her two sisters, 
Mrs. Kasprak walked 10 blocks of 
the New York City march because 

she said she has strong feel-
ings about sensible gun control.

A memorable speaker for 
Mrs. Kasprak was the grandmother 
of a child killed in Parkland.

Mrs. Kasprak said she loved 
the urge for citizens’ voices to 
count not only vocally, but also 
politically. “In New York City, 
you could not get 50 feet without 
someone asking you if you wanted 
to register to vote,” she said.

Some students and teachers 
agreed that gun violence is not 
limited to one group or location. 

“ I  t h i n k  n o b o d y  i s 
immune,” Mrs. Kasprak said.

Olivia said that when-
ever there is a lock down, she 
immediately gets scared. “Espe-
cially because our campus is 
open, it’s totally possible for a 
school shooting,” Olivia said.

Other students seek to raise 
awareness about gun violence.

“If nothing happens by the 
end of the year, I will go to Mr. G 

and ask about educating the school 
about gun violence, having a club, 
and speaking at assemblies,” 
Anusha said. “Just because it’s very 
unlikely for a school shooting at 
KO, it doesn’t mean we shouldn’t 
stand up for other people who 
are experiencing gun violence.”

Olivia said she agreed. 
“This march definitely inspired 
me to step up about security 
in our community,” she said.

Students and teachers said 
they want more conversations. “I 
am disappointed that it even got to 
this point because I enjoy having 
an open campus,” Ali said. “I also 
know the students don’t feel safe 
here at the moment, and I think we 
need to have more conversations 
about how to make campus safe.”

Mrs. McCarthy said she 
agreed.“I hope students feel 
empowered to speak their mind 
no matter what end of the spec-
trum their views fall on,” she 
said. “Whether a student is 
passionate about gun law reform 
or simply wants to have a discus-
sion about how to make KO 
safer, I hope the faculty provide 
an opportunity for students to 
express their views even if those 
moments are uncomfortable.”

No matter what views you 
have on the issue of gun control, 
it is safe to say that there is a 
push for safety on campus to be 
reevaluated because of this move-
ment. The March for Our Lives 
empowered the community at 
KO to speak up for their beliefs 
and spark change on campus 
that will live on into the future. 

Tobati cultivates a KO community Spring break in full swing
by Sophia Kaufman ’20 by Taline Norsigian ’19

All of the amazing opportu-
nities KO offers allow students to 
be involved and experience many 
unique activities. One specific 
trip that KO offers is to Tobati, 
Paraguay in South America. 

Spanish teacher Ronald 
Garcia has run this trip every 
year since 1998, bringing a wide 
range of students from KO to 
experience a trip of a lifetime. 

Mr. Garcia spent his life 
growing up in Tobati with many 
friends and family, where he 
now shares his journey with 
many students. Twenty years 
later, this trip is still popular,  
with many eager kids to attend.

Any student, from freshmen 
to seniors, can go on the trip. 

“This was my first year 
going on the trip to Tobati, and I 
absolutely loved it,” sophomore 
Remy McCoy said. “I made so 
many new friends from both Tobati 
and KO. The upperclassmen 
were all so friendly and made 
the trip even more fun to be on.” 

In the future Remy said 
she hopes to return back to 
Paraguay with KO to learn 
and experience even more. 

Junior Jane Dunbar had a 
similar point of view. “I went on 
this trip as a sophomore, and it was 
everything I expected and more,” 
she said. “It gave me a whole 
new perspective on new places 

and people. I loved the trip and 
hope to go back my senior year.” 

In Tobati, kids mostly 
spend their day with their work 
groups at different work sites, 
which allows the relationships 
between students to grow. In the 
morning and later on in the day, 
everyone on the trip gathers and 
gets the time to bond with teachers, 
friends, and Paraguayan kids. 

“As the only sophomore 
and a lowerclassman in my work 
group, I had to immediately 
form some new friendships,” 
sophomore Ainsley Vaughn said. 
“With the welcoming spirits 
that all the seniors brought, I 
felt so comfortable and happy.” 

Other than group work time, 
local homes allow students to hang 
out with friends and relax. Sopho-

Spring break typically 
ensures a time for KO students 
and faculty to take a break from 
the books and, instead, bungee 
jump into fun activities. While this 
occurance rang true for students, 
teachers faced unpredictable chal-
lenges that weighed down the 
promise of a fantastic vaction. 

Some students ventured 
south, hoping  to  catch some sun.

Freshman Shreeya Chal-
ikonda traveled to San Fran-
cisco, Calif. and Arizona to hike, 
sightsee, and enjoy time with 
family. “It was nice to have nothing 
on my mind,” Shreeya said.

Junior Mia Seymour said she 
enjoyed Disney World in Florida, 
despite the weather being less than 
ideal. “Unfortunately, the parks 
were packed and cold,” Mia said.

Junior Alessia Caruso chose 
to stay local for her vacation.“I 
relaxed, visited colleges, and 
watched TV,” Alessia said.

Although Alessia  did 
not go far, she said she liked 
the way the break played 
out. “I didn’t have to worry 
about any work,” Alessia said.

Teachers tried to enjoy a calm 
break as well, despite setbacks. 

“I was sick the first week, 
so I read senior theses, coughed, 
sneezed, and slept,” English 
teacher Meg Kasprak said. Seh 
said that after she felt better, she 

visited her son in Washington, 
D.C., where they saw a funny 
movie and dined out at restaurants. 

Spanish teacher Lynn 
Schork’s scenery was a bit different.

After she tried to plan a trip 
several times, unfortunate weather 
limited Ms. Schork to the Rhode 
Island and Connecticut shores.

During day trips to Watch 
Hill, R.I., Ms. Schork said she 
enjoyed reading, taking long 
walks, and eating seafood.

After returning from all 
different destinations, some KO 
community members wondered: 
“Is March the best time for break?”

“I think break comes at a 
good time because I am always 
burnt out in March,” Mia said. 
“The vacation also creates a 
nice split between the winter 
and spring sport seasons.”

Although most students like 
where March break falls, some 
students have concerns. “The only 
problem is that there is added pres-
sure to the third quarter because of 
break,” junior Claudia Petrie said.

Alessia said she agrees. 
“I wish we had break closer to 
April because then it would align 
more with other schools’ break,” 
Alessia said. “I also wish there 
was more diverse opportunities,”

Regardless of its exact 
time, it is safe to say that resting 
the chemistry and AP U.S. history 
books on the shelf and relaxing 
is what spring break is all about.

Ali and Olivia hold their loud signs proud. Photo courtesy of  Ali Meizels ’19

more Kyler Dzielak said that in 
his house all the guys were mixed 
up, so it gave everyone a chance 
to socialize with new people. 

Junior Adam Sontag agreed. 
“I didn’t notice much difference 
with older or younger kids,”  he 
said. “Everyone hangs out together 
and [has] a good overall time.”

Freshman Emma Henry said 
that although it can be intimidating 
at first to be on a trip with all older 
kids, she had a great time and looks 
forward to going back. Emma said 
that the upperclassmen were all 
very nice to the lowerclassmen, so 
everything worked out perfectly.

Through many different 
perspectives, both the older and 
younger kids had a great time on this 
trip, and KO looks forward to many 
more successful trips to Tobati. 

Students work hard and enjoy Tobati, Paraguay. Photo courtesy of Team Tobati.
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Maggie earns Musician of the Month
by Jacqueline Dugan ’19

KO is full of many talented 
students with many disparate 
skills, but one particularly special 
student excels not only in the 
classroom and on the field, but 
on the stage as well. Sophomore 
Maggie Eberle has been singing 
and performing since she was five. 

“My love of music and 
theater really began when I did 
community theater productions 
when I was little,” she said. 

Whether it is through a 
comedic character or an emotional 
ballad, Maggie loves feeling a 
connection with the audience. 
“My favorite part of acting and 
performing is telling the story to 
the audience and receiving their 
reaction,” she said. “Performing on 
stage is such a powerful form of 
storytelling, when I have the oppor-
tunity to perform and experience 
the audiences reaction, it might 
be the best feeling in the world.” 

Maggie’s love for performing 
has grown with every production. 
Her favorite character she’s played 
was the Genie in “Aladdin,” a 
comedic character who drew the 
audience to her energy and char-
ismatic presence. “I got to make 
the audience laugh each night, it 
was so rewarding,” Maggie said. 

Her sister, senior Abby 
Eberle said she liked Maggie’s 
performance of the Genie as 
well.“My favorite performance 

Maggie’s was done when she 
was Genie in ‘Aladdin.’  As the 
comedian of that production, the 
audience was drawn to Maggie’s 
energy, when she was on stage, all 
eyes were drawn to her,” she said. 

Maggie uses every produc-
tion as an opportunity to learn 
more about performing. “The 
best production I ever been 
in was ‘Les Miserable’ where 
the cast was phenomenal and I 

learned so much about acting 
and performing,” she said. 

Most of the KO commu-
nity knows Maggie for her role 
in the winter musical, “The 
25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee.” She played the 
part of Olive, a quiet and kind 
character who gradually gained 
confidence as the show went on. 

Junior Nell Schwartz said she 
thought that as Maggie performed, 

she could feel the energy in the 
room focus on her. “Maggie did 
an amazing job in the musical, 
she was confident and played the 
character really well,” she said.

Abby sa id  she  fee l s 
extremely proud of her younger 
sister.“After Maggie’s perfor-
mance in the most recent school 
musical, all I could think of is 
how proud I am to be her sister; 
she really shines every time she 

gets on stage; her preparation and 
hard work really paid off as she 
hit every note with ease, made the 
audience laugh, cry and root for her 
to win the Spelling Bee!” she said. 

Although Maggie loves 
being on stage, she said there are 
times when being a performer 
can be difficult. “The hardest part 
about being a performer is audi-
tions and taking criticism from 
your director or choreographer,” 
she said. “Sometimes the way 
you’re doing a scene or line isn’t 
right, and you need to be able to 
take critics and be adaptable.”

Maggie spends the majority 
of her time preparing for auditions 
and the roles she’s assigned to give 
the audience the best performance 
possible. “I tend to prepare for audi-
tions way in advance (like months) 
I choose an audition song and prac-
tice constantly. I read through the 
show’s script and character break-
downs so I can really understand 
the storyline and plot,” she said. 

Even though this may be 
time-consuming, to Maggie it 
doesn’t feel like work because 
it is what she loves to do. In the 
future, Maggie wants to continue 
to use her musical talents to inspire 
and affect the lives of others. “I am 
working towards now becoming an 
ASL interpreter for musical theater 
so when I become certified I can 
work with shows and perform with 
the cast and bring musical theater 
to the hard of hearing,” she said.  Singer Maggie Eberle flashes a smile as she happily poses as musician of the month. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

to continuing to think 
about who we are as a commu-
nity,” he said. “As well as having 
those conversations about how 
we can best craft the curric-
ulum and teaching, and intro-
ducing new teaching methods 
which enhance and grow student 
engagement and learning.” 

A transition committee 
led by Board of Trustees Trea-
surer Jean LaTorre has been 
formed to ensure a smooth tran-
sition. In addition, Mr. Hoffman 
and Mr. Bisgaard are keeping in 
touch with Mr. Dillow to make 
sure his family gets situated and 
that the school is in check with 
his long and short term goals. 

“We are trying to do every-
thing possible so his onboarding at 
the school is seamless, and to make 
sure he gets off on the ground 
running,” Mr. Hoffman said. 

Mr. Mandell said that he 
is excited and that he thinks Mr. 
Dillow will be a fantastic addi-
tion to the community. “Dennis 
is a tough act to follow and has 
been a tremendous leader,” 
he said. “This is an amazing 
moment for Kingswood Oxford 
to really take what Dennis has 
built and grow from there. I see 
Tom as a perfect player to come 
in and take us even further.” 

Mr. Dillow said he can’t 
wait to be a part of KO. “The 

best schools are ones that the 
individuals feel very much 
connected to,” he said. “I’m 
looking forward to ways we can 
continue to create that bond.” 

Mr. Dillow returned to 

Continued from page 1.my teachers gave me, but 
nothingreally stuck with me. So 
then, I decided to get inspiration 
from what I always get inspira-
tion from, which is musicals. I 
found this perfect musical called 
‘Dear Evan Hansen,’ but since 
it was a musical I couldn’t do it. 
That inspired me to look for books 
like that though, and I finally 
found one that I liked,” she said. 

Maggie said she definitely 
would do Speakers’ Forum if 
it was optional, as it has been 
one of the highlights of her year. 

Alma, Maggie and the other 
sophomores said they thought 
their classroom rounds went well 

and said they liked the way the 
different rounds were arranged. 
Sophomore Julia Kanaan said 
she wasn’t as pleased with her 
performance as she wanted to 
be, but that she tried her hardest. 

The finalists included soph-
omores Remy McCoy, Maggie 
Eberle, Niko Rodriguez, Ange-
lina Maselli and Cai Kuivila. 

Remy won the competition, 
Maggie came in second, and sopho-
more Niko Rodriguez came in third.

Remy’s intense, dramatic 
piece from the novel “Out of 
My Mind” by Sharon Draper, 
was from the point of view of a 
young girl with cerebral palsy, 
unable to communicate during 
a harrowing family emergency. 

Continued from page 9.

  Congratulations to the   
             2018 Speakers’ Forum Finalists!

Winner: Remy McCoy, “Out of My Mind” by 
Sharon Draper

Second Place: Maggie Eberle, “History is All You 
Left Me” Adam Silvera

Third Place: Niko Rodriguez, “The Absolutely 
True Diary of a Part-Time Indian” by Sherman 
Alexie

Fourth Place: Angelina Maselli, “The Lovely 
Bones” by Alice Sebold

Fifth Place: Cai Kuivila, “Animal Farm” by 
George Orwell

Sophomores share stories

“The best schools 
are ones that 
the individuals 
feel very much 
connected to. I’m 
looking forward 
to ways we can 
continue to create 
that bond.”
 –Mr. Dillow

campus for the “Celebrate KO” 
event on April 21, and plans on 
coming to Spring Sports Day on 
May 12. “I am eager to get started 
and to get to know people,” he said. 

Faculty said they recip-
rocated Mr. Dillow’s eagerness 
and exictement.“I’m looking 
forward to a new chapter in 
KO’s  storied history, and Tom 
Dillow seems like the perfect 
person to help write it,” English 
teacher Catherine Schieffelin said.

occupied the position when 
the dime carrying was minted, 
took credit for the image, and 
vehemently denied throughout 
his life any statements that 
suggested he stole Selma’s idea, 
dismissing them as “coincidence.” 

Selma was cognizant as one 
of many African Americans that 
such plagiarism impacted. “This 
has happened to so many black 
people,” Selma said about the issue. 

“I have never stopped 
fighting this man and have 
never had anyone who cared 
enough to give me the credit.”

 White inventors claiming 
the work of black creators as their 
own or diminishing their contri-
bution was a continuous thread 
prior to that point in American 
history, especially common 
during the 17th and 18th century, 
when slavery prohibited black 
inventors from receiving patents. 

Most scholars and museums 
recognize the clear influence of 
Burke’s design of the minted 
coin–and now you can, too. Selma 
also made history by being one 
of the first black women to enlist 
in the Navy during World War 
II. In 1979, she was amongst the 
first group of women awarded 
the lifetime achievement award 
by the Women’s Caucus for Art. 

Selma passed away in New 
Hope, Penn. on August 29, 1995. 
If you need any help remem-
bering who she is, just fish out one 
of her pieces from your pocket. 

Conintued from page 10.
BurkeDillow to assume 

new role in July
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Another spring break has 
passed here at KO. Once again 
we’re in the monotonous fourth 
quarter, as we begin to prepare for 
finals but mostly just anticipate 
the last day of school when we 
are finally freed from the routine 
and stress of the school year. 

It seems like the people most 
ready to leave, though, are the 
seniors, who after almost four long 
years are excited to move on and 
begin a new chapter of their lives.

Despite only one more 
month left, seniors still have 
a surprisingly large amount of 
work to do. Senior Neil Hemnani 
attested to this and said that his 
workload has stayed the same since 
the fall. “I initially expected [in 
the spring] it would be lighter,” he 
said, “because the teachers would 
feel they wouldn’t need to give us 
as much work, since the end of 
the year is near.” Neil then said 
that he quickly realized his ideal 
thoughts were  not the case at all. 

Senior Gabrielle Ruban 
agreed. “The senior slide is 
completely a myth,” she said. “It’s 
more a reference to the students 

getting burnt out and having a hard 
time putting in the same effort after 
doing so for three and a half years, 
rather than a testament to teachers 
lightening up on workload.” Gabri-
elle also said this was especially 
true for honors and AP classes.

Although teachers are doling 
out the same amount of work, 
they’re not necessarily always 
expecting the same results back. 
Science Department Chair Fritz 
Goodman said that he does under-
stand if seniors are not always 
putting their full effort into their 
work in the springtime. “Some-
times I might be in a position to 
understand seniors’ impatience, 
finishing one thing and going on 
to the next,” he said. “I see that 
they spend less time on their home-
work, and that’s kind of expected.” 

Nonetheless, Mr. Goodman 
said that even though he is slightly 
more lenient about work ethic, he 
still holds seniors to the same high 
standard when it comes to behavior 
and core values. “I want the seniors 
to understand just how visible 
they are to younger students, 
and to know they make a big 
impression upon them,” he said. 

Mr. Goodman went on to say 

that seniors are seen as role models 
for the other students and their 
behavior does not go unnoticed. 
“I do think that so far this year the 
senior class has done a good job 
representing KO’s core values, 
compared to last year’s senior class, 
which I was very disappointed in, 
especially in the spring,” he said.

Even though the workload 
remains relatively the same, Neil 
said he feels there is a lot less pres-
sure compared to the fall. “I still 
try my best because I want to get 
good grades,” he said, “but my 
college acceptance isn’t depen-
dent on them any longer, so I feel 
lighter and happier in general.”

S e n i o r  B e n  Ta u b e r 
agreed. “This school is pretty 
rigorous, so it’s been a big 
weight off my shoulders, and it’s 
relaxing for me now,” he said. 

Senior Emma Smith also 
said the spring is easier for her 
because she does not need  to 
worry as much. “In the fall, I had 
a lot of applying [to colleges] and 
writing to do on top of school-
work, sports, and clubs,” she said. 
“There’s less expected of us in the 
spring, though, which I think is 
reasonable since the fall is crazy.”

Gabrielle said she thinks 
the amount of work that she did 
in her time at KO was definitely 
worth it, even during the spring 
of her senior year. “I think one 
of the most notable ways KO 
has prepared me for college is 
through the writing-intensive 
curriculum we have,” she said. 
“According to all of my alum 
friends, writing in college has 
been a breeze the first year 
or two because of the many 
essays they’ve written at KO.” 

Neil agreed and cited the 
senior thesis as an important 
way that KO prepares students 
for college. “This thesis paper 
was such an independent project 
and took up a lot of time and 
effort,” he said, “but it really 
helped me to further develop my 
writing skills.” Neil added that 
he feels ready to go to college 
and said he can do well there 
because KO helped him so much. 

Ben said he recommends 
that the incoming seniors stay 
positive and work hard, but not 
let themselves get inside their 
heads. “If you don’t get into 
your top school it’s okay; it’s just 
not meant to be,” he said. “Try 

not to stress yourself out too much, 
and just keep grinding through it.”

Emma agreed that it’s impor-
tant to maintain a positive perspec-
tive. “Stay focused on what inter-
ests you, and don’t be completely 
grade-oriented,” she said, “because 
in the end it’ll work out and 
you’ll be okay.” She added that 
it is helpful to find different ways 
to save time, one possible way 
being to get a head start on college 
applications during the summer. 

Overall, the seniors said 
they are relieved that high school 
is almost over and look forward 
to the next few weeks. “I’m just 
gonna hang out with my friends 
more because I have more time 
now,” Ben said. “I’m really going 
to enjoy my last month here.” 

Similarly, Gabrielle said she 
is hoping to spend a lot of time with 
friends, family, and faculty. “Addi-
tionally, I’d like to make the most out 
of extracurriculars,” she said, “such 
as A Minute for Mental Health, the 
Musical Cabaret, and Oxfordians.” 
Meanwhile, Neil said he is excited 
for a fun senior prank, but is not 
sure of what else to expect. “Hope-
fully I’ll graduate, but I guess we’ll 
just see what happens,” he said.

Seniors take on last month of school
by  Alyssa Pilecki ’20

Gallagher to pursue writing career
In October of 2010, J.K. 

Rowling was named the most 
influential woman in the UK on a 
list issued by a panel of magazine 
editors affiliated with the National 
Magazine Company, surpassing 
Victoria Beckham, No. 2, and the 
Queen of England, No. 3. Since 
the first novel’s release in 1997, 
the “Harry Potter” series has 
made Rowling a  cultural icon and 
mainstay in the public eye, with an 
influence that transcends language, 
age, and international borders. 

Her influence extended to 
Chinese teacher Katie Gallagher, 
who recently completed a full-
length fantasy novel and will be 
leaving the KO community as 
she embarks upon the publishing 
world, and credits J.K. Rowling 
as one of her earliest inspirations 
in her development as a writer. 

Writing is a medium which, 
like many others, requires years 
of practice to hone. J.K. Rowling 
came upon the idea for the Harry 
Potter series seven years before 
the first book was published. More 
importantly, as they fine-tune their 
skills, authors pass the time in the 
same way that non-authors do: 
by reading. In Mrs. Gallagher’s 
life, her love for reading quickly 
translated into a love for writing. 

 “As soon as I started reading 
books, I wanted to write books,” she 
said. In the fifth grade, her teacher 
noticed Mrs. Gallagher’s talent and 
interest in writing, and served as 
a guide as she exercised different 
skills. “Ms. Crane started trying 
to mentor me in that way,” Mrs. 
Gallagher said. “I was doing fairy-
tale retellings, and things like that.”

As a child, Mrs. Gallagher 

was most attracted to the fantasy 
style of novels and drew inspiration 
from a variety of sources within the 
genre in her own stories, generally 
whatever selection she was reading 
at the time. Apart from fantasy, 
Mrs. Gallagher’s literary favor-
ites traverse into the horror genre. 

“I started reading Stephen 
King when I pretty young and 

even before that, ‘Goosebumps,’” 
Mrs. Gallagher said. As an adult, 
Mrs. Gallagher’s love for fantasy 
and horror has yet to fade. She 
lists “horror-writing duo” S.L. 
Gray, middle-grade author Tamora 
Pierce, YA author Sarah J. Maas, as 
well as critically acclaimed non-
fantasy author Haruki Murakami 

as her contemporary favorites. 
In the discussion of Maas, she 
commended the skillful develop-
ment of her novels. “The stuff 
that she puts out is really in-depth 
world-building, and I really appre-
ciate that,” Mrs. Gallagher said.

Considering some of the 
most famous novels have taken as 
little as two and a half weeks  (“The 
Boy in the Striped Pajamas,”) 
to 16 years (“The Lord of the 
Rings,”) of nearly 24/7 writing 
time to complete, one can only 
wonder where a KO teacher finds 
the time to write. For Mrs. Galla-
gher, seeking out a community of 
authors to write alongside, which 
in effect created an environment 
conducive for writing, was the key. 

“ I have a lot of friends in 
the area who also write,” she said. 
She said that once she found them, 
the rest was history. The coali-
tion of writers meet between two 
to four times a week at a central 
location for what she describes 
as “just butt-in-chair time.” 

 “You get together, [but] it’s 
not [for] critiquing or anything 
like that: it’s just being together to 
write–and occasionally talk about 
something funny you’re writing 
about,” Mrs. Gallagher said. 

The group assembled 
through the digital forum exten-
sion of NaNoWriMo, a month-
long online program that authors 
all over the world sign into 
every November, Mrs. Galla-
gher and her fellow authors 
simply transferred their online 
writing relationships to real life. 

Aside from having a small 
society of enthusiastic writers by 
her side, Mrs. Gallagher’s dedi-
cation to writing stems from her 
love of the craft. The big, existen-

tial question posed to or imposed 
by all writers on themselves at 
some point in their career: Why 
do you write? From Ms. Galla-
gher’s perspective, she writes 
because of her commitment to 
articulating the truth of a story. 

“[Writing] feels like 
telling a story to yourself,” 
Mrs. Gallagher said. Her 
stories go through a siphoning 
process as she boils down to 
what’s the most important. 

“I’ll have an initial idea, 
and I don’t quite know how we’re 
going to get to that in execution,” 
she said. “[Writing] feels like 
whittling down an original idea 
to actually find the real story.” 

For anyone who has 
written prose of consider-
able length, editing can be a 
daunting process–being forced 
to cut away descriptive gems, 
or alter “perfect” sentences. 

For Mrs. Gallagher, this 
is the most enjoyable stage 
of novel-writing. Drawing 

“I’ll have an 
initial idea, and 
I don’t quite 
know how we’re 
going to get to 
that in execu-
tion. [Writing] 
feels like whittling 
down an original 
idea to actu-
ally find the real 
story.”
 – Mrs. 

Gallagher

by Juanita Asapokhai ’20 

Mrs. Gallagher smiles at the camera. Photo by Taline Norsigian’19

from her experience as an author 
on the cusp of publishing, Mrs. 
Gallagher offered some crucial 
advice for writers of the world, 
and those present on our campus. 

“Be reading: It’s really impor-
tant to see the way other authors 
put their craft together,” she said. 
In conjunction with reading, Mrs. 
Gallagher advises aspiring authors 
to pursue writer’s workshops and 
education. “It’s so helpful to have 
some sort of mentor, [to] take a 
creative class,” Mrs. Gallagher said. 

She also advocated for 
programs like NaNoWriMo, which 
serve as the catalyst many writers 
need to do one of the hardest 
parts of their work: starting. “The 
most difficult thing is staring at a 
blank page,”  Mrs. Gallagher said. 

For those inspired explore 
the fantasy genre, Mrs. Gallagher 
provided two book recommenda-
tions she holds to esteem: “The 
Golem and the Genie” by Helene 
Wecker and Australian author 
Garth Nix’s “Old Kingdom” series. 
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On Tuesday, Jan. 30, sopho-
more Juanita Asapokhai won a 
Silver Key in the Scholastic Art 
and Writing Competition for her 
sophisticated short story “Pájaros.”

 Juanita’s story is centered 
around the relationship between 
two boys. “It is about these two 
boys that are friends and one of 
their mothers dies in the beginning, 
and the entire short story revolves 
around retaliation,” she said.

Juanita decided to enter 
her first completed short story 
titled “Pájaros,” which means 
bird in Spanish, for a few reasons. 

“This was the piece I 
was most proud of at the time. 
I had been writing a lot at that 
period of time, and I put the 
most work and intentionality 
into this piece,” Juanita said. 

She was also very happy 
with the figurative language 
she used in this specific story. 
“I also liked the metaphor of 
birds I used in depicting the 
theme of retaliation,” she said. 

Juanita enjoys writing in 
general and originally began 
this piece for pleasure. She said, 
“I wrote this piece for fun, and I 
showed it to Mrs. Kasprak and 
Ms. Schieffelin and my sister who 
is an excellent judge of literature.”

Upper School English 
teacher Catherine Schieffelin said 

that when she read over Juanita’s 
writing there were very minor 
errors because Juanita is already 
a good editor of her own work. 
“Juanita is such an intense critic 
of her own writing and revises 
her work with such a careful 
eye,” Ms. Schieffelin said.  

Juanita wrote this piece 
over a few months. “I actually 
wrote the beginning of it much 
before I finished it. I started it 
in April and finished in October 
and edited it in December,” she 
said.Juanita said that at the time 
she wanted to start entering some 
writing competitions, so she 
shared a few stories with Ms. 
Schieffelin for some feedback. 

“Originally, this was back 
in October, she sent me a doc 
that was 20 pages long, so she 

just had so much writing that 
she needed help focusing on 
one story,” Ms.Schieffelin said. 

Juani ta  saw a poster 
outside of Upper School English 
teacher Heidi Hojnicki’s room 
for this Scholastic competition 
and decided to enter. “One of 
my New Year’s resolutions for 
2017 was to get serious about my 
writing and start to share it with 
a larger audience,” Juanita said.

The Scholastic competition 
has judges who read each piece 
looking for specific qualities and 
then awards the deserving writers. 
“Basically the judges will assess the 
the level of the work. They look for 
originality and a defined voice and 
other things like that,” Juanita said.  

Juanita explained that 
there are various awards that 

the judges give out. “There 
are three different awards: the 
honorable mention, silver key, 
and the gold key,” she said.

“ T h e  h o n o r a b l e 
ment ion  i s  jus t  acknowl-
edging the fact that your work 
had literary merit,” she said.

Juanita won the Silver Key 
award for her piece. “The silver 
key is the intermediate award and 
it’s specific to a region,” she said. 

The hardest award to receive 
is the Gold Key. “The Gold Key is 
the highest regional award you can 
get, and you advance to national 
judging with this award,” she said. 

There were many different 
categories of writing in this compe-
tition which writers could enter 
their work into. There was critical 
essay, dramatic script, flash fiction, 
humor, journalism, novel writing, 
personal essay and memoir, 
poetry, science fiction and fantasy, 
short story and writing portfolio. 

“From the Gold Key pool, 
they will select the national winner 
for each category,” Juanita said. 

Juanita’s classmates were 
impressed by this accomplish-
ment, but not surprised because 
of her great talent. “I would be 
surprised if she didn’t win,” 
sophomore Mike Doyle said.

Juanita is planning on 
attending a selective writing 
conference from May 17 to 20 in 
Vermont. “I submitted a one page 

short story and was accepted into 
Middlebury’s Bread Loaf  Young 
Writers’ Conference,” she said.

Ms. Schieffelin said that 
this writers’ conference is pretty 
highly selective, and it is based 
off of another writers’ confer-
ence hosted by Bread Loaf which 
is for professional adult writers. 

At the conference, students 
will be able to individually work-
shop their own writing with other 
students and authors. “You are 
supposed to bring writing with you 
that you want to get workshopped,” 
Ms. Schieffelin said.  

Ms. Schieffelin has never 
been to the conference but she did 
inform Juanita about it. “I have 
never attended as chaperone or 
anything, but I have had students go. 
I think the last time a student went 
was over five years ago,” she said.

Juanita is a very strong writer 
all around, and last year she was 
one of the recipients of the Gwen-
dolyn Brooks poetry competition. 

“ I  a m  j u s t  r e a l l y 
impressed with how accom-
plished she is in different 
forms,” Ms. Schieffelin said. 

“Last year I saw some of 
her poetry, and she played a lot 
with style and form. This year it 
seems she was submitting more 
to short fiction contests, so it was 
nice to see her writing short fiction 
and see her experimenting with 
new styles and voice,” she said. 

Asapokhai wins Silver Key award

KO hosts M.S. MUN
KO Model UN, a confer-

ence led by Upper School 
students for middle schoolers 
from all over the state, took 
place for the sixth time on March 
10 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

KOMUN was started by 
history teacher Stacey Savin after 
she taught a Model UN summer 
program for middle school students 
at the John Hopkins Center for 
Talented Youth in 2011. When Ms. 
Savin came back from California, 
she talked to Head of School 
Dennis Bisgaard and Director of 
the Teaching and Learning Jane 
Repp. The first year was such a hit 
that KO continued this program.

Students from the Upper 
School lead the conference. “It’s 
a good way for new students that 
have never done it to see how it 
works,” said Ms. Savin. “You don’t 
necessarily have to have Model UN 
experience to be one of the chairs.” 
KOMUN did not just involve 
students from KO: students from 
twelve different schools around 
the area came, such as Hamden, 
Madison, Tolland, Hartford, 
Windsor, West Hartford, Glaston-
bury, and more. Even one school 
in Massachusetts registered, but 
then they couldn’t attend because it 
conflicted with their spring break.

KOMUN is modeled after 
the Yale Conference that KO 
attends every year. Students from 
each school are given delega-
tions from different countries. The 
countries that were represented in 
KOMUN were Canada, China, 
Germany, Great Britain, India, Iran, 

by Benjamin Poulios ’19 Israel, and Japan to name a few. 
Then those students were 

split up into their respective topics 
to discuse three different topics. 
This year, the topics were Due 
Process of Law, Public Health 
and the Global Burden of Disease 
(GBD), and Nuclear Proliferation. 

“ I t  was  amazing  to 
see young middle school 
students come up with such 
mature and intelligent solu-
tions to real world issues,” said 
junior Amy Mistri.  

Junior chair Ben Small 
agreed. “It was interesting to 
see young students address 
compl ica ted  i s sues  wi th 
great poise, accomplishment, 
and engagement,” he said. 

Each school represented 
a certain number of countries. 
One student representing each 
country was put into one of 
the rooms based on a topic. 

The students were put 
into nine different rooms. Three 
rooms were dedicated to each 
committee, and each committee 
came up with two to three reso-
lutions. Each group handed in 
the resolutions that they created 
to the chairs. Then the chairs 
typed them up, introduced 
it, and then everyone voted. 

KOMUN concluded with 
an awards ceremony. Each 
committee gave four awards: two 
awards for honorable mention, 
one for outstanding delegate, 
and one for best delegate.

“The conference offers 
middle school students a unique 
opprotunity to learn about inter-
national relations and debate and 

by Madeline Arcaro ’21

The fifth Teen Trivia Night, 
run by sophomore Emily Lemkuil, 
took place on Friday, April 13. 
KO hosts the annual event to 
raise money for the Connecticut 
Brain Tumor Alliance (CTBTA), 
raising around $2700 this year. 

Emily’s mother was diag-
nosed with brain cancer years 
ago, so the Lemkuil family 
decided to do something at KO 
to raise awareness and money.

Emily’s older brothers, 
Austin ’16 and Andrew ’16, 
started the event five years ago 
after their grandparents started 
an adult trivia night for the 
community. It was originally 
started because their mother was 
diagnosed with a brain tumor.

“My mom was diagnosed 
with a brain tumor when I was four 
years old, so she joined the Brain 
Tumor Alliance,” said Emily, “so 
we just always tried to do things for 
CTBTA and do whatever we can.” 

Emily realized her mother 
was sick when she had turned 
around and found her collapsed 
on the floor. She was young, 
not realizing what was going 
on, but her mother had two 
surgeries and is now in remission. 

“It’s not as difficult for me 
now that I’m older, so I don’t feel 
as much pain because of it, but 
sometimes I worry about her,” 
Emily said. “A few years ago, she 
had to go back on chemo, and I 
remember being at summer camp 
and crying. It’s just been something 
my family’s had to deal with.” 

Teen Trivia Night proved to 
be a success, raising about $2,700. 
History teacher David Baker was 
the emcee for the night; in addi-
tion, Middle School history teacher 
Jim Weeks created the questions. 
Mr. Baker also put together the 
music for the night. Local restau-
rants like Restaurant Bricco, 
First and Last Tavern, and AC 
Peterson’s all catered the event.

Teams were made of three 
to nine people, and were split up 
by table. Each team was named 
after the candy that was in the 
jar in the center of the table.

The trivia was arranged 
into five rounds of five questions, 
where teams could wager one to 
10 points per question. There were 
categories ranging from fashion, 
food and beverage to professional 
sports; additionally, there was a 
picture round where students had 
to match brand logos to names. 

There was a final ques-
tion as well, where teams could 
wager points already earned. 
In order to win the points, the 
team had to name 12 out of 20 
presidents from the 20th century.

Each member of the placing 
teams got a cash prize, with third 
place going for $10 each, second 
for $20 each, and first for $30 each. 
The rest of the money was donated. 

The  n ight  was  wel l -
received, and students from 
both Kingswood Oxford and 
other local schools enjoyed the 
trivia tournament. Many people 
were also happy to be helping 
support the CTBTA.  

Elli Haskes, a junior from 

Cheshire High School who had lost 
her mother to a brain tumor when 
she was seven, also gave a speech 
at the event. She talked about happy 
and sad memories that she had 
from when her mother was alive. 

“Being in support  of 
the CTBTA was an extremely 
satisfactory experience,” said 
freshman Sydney Dwyer, a 
member of the Twix team. “The 
speaker was very inspirational 
and passionate about the cause.”

Sophomore Marcella Dell-
donna, a member of the Sixlets 
team, said she enjoyed the night 
as well. Her team didn’t win, but 
she said she enjoyed meeting 
new people and being a part of 
the team. “It was a very inspi-
rational event,” said Marcella. 

Emily was pleased by 
the event, and is excited to do 
it again in subsequent years. “I 
thought it was a really successful 
night, and I was really happy 
with the turnout,” she said. 

by Lian Wolman ’19 

Juanita Asapokhai smiles after winning award. Photo by Esha Kataria ’20.

Brains fight brain cancer
“I thought it 
was a really 
successful night, 
and I was really 
happy with the 
turnout.” 
-Emily Lemkuil
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‘Head’ Hunting: Spencer Stuart 
search, selection score success 

When  Head of School 
Dennis Bisgaard announced in 
November of 2017  to the commu-
nity during an all-school assembly 
that he would be leaving KO after 
12 admirable and commend-
able years of serving his posi-
tion, the search process  for 
his successor officially began.

When they heard the 
news of Mr. Bisgaard’s depar-
ture, students and faculty were 
sad to see him leave after 
such an admirable tenure. 

“When I heard the news that 
Mr. Bisgaard was leaving, I was 
very sad,” sophomore Anusha 
Memon said. “He has been here 
for so long and has really shaped 
our school to what it is today. It’s 

going to be very upsetting to see 
him leave the amazing community 
that he has built, but the Wyvern 
nation wish him the best of luck 
and knows he will do great things!” 

by Ishaa Sohail ’ 20

“There was a lot 
of interest in the 
opportunity and 
we had a robust 
pool of strong 
candidates.”
 – Ms. Becker

Tom Dillow poses with his wife,  Deirdre and four sons, Aidan, Ronan, Finn, Tadhg.  Photo courtesy of Mr. Dillow. 

“ He has been 
here for so long 
and has really 
shaped our school 
to what it is 
today.” 
– Anusha Memon 

Mr. Bisgaard explained 
that he was offered a new job 
in Washington D.C. and he 
wants to see what it has in store.

The Search Committee 
consisted of the eleven following 
individuals: Bradley Hoffman 
’78, Bruce Mandell ’82, Richard 
Alleyne ’87, President of the 
Parent Association Heather 
Clifford, Derek Green ’81, 
Jean LaTorre, Michael Reilly, 
Interim Director of Teaching and 
Learning Jane Repp, Parent Eileen 
Stephan, and Director of Academic 
Planning Carolyn McKee.

Other than being committee 
members, each individual has so 
many other roles in their lives.  

When Mr. Hoffman isn’t  
running the Board of Trustees, 
he is also Co-chairman of one 
of the most profitable family-
owned busness in Connect-
icut: Hoffman Auto Group. 

Mr. Mandell was not only 
the Head Search Committee 
Chair, but also serves as the 
Vice Chair of the Kingswood 
Oxford Board of Trustees.
Outside of the KO socialsphere, 
he is also the President of Data-
Mail Incorporated, a marketing 
consulting firm that was founded 
in 1971 and is family-owned.

In addition to being a 
parent and alum, Mr. Alleyne is 
also Deputy General Counsel  

“It’s always sad...
but it is always 
really exciting for 
someone new to 
come to move the 
school forward, so 
in the end it is all 
bittersweet.” 

– Ms. Repp 
Bruce Mandell, Head of the Search 
Committee. Photo courtesy of KO. 

and Head of  Proper ty  & 
Causal Law at The Hartford, 
a financial services company.

Mrs. Clifford has passion-
ately participated in many 
aspects of KO because of her 
position representing parents 
and supporting the school. 

After graduating from KO 
in 1981, Mr. Green recieved his 
Bachelor’s degree in Mechanical 
Engeineering  from Tufts Univ-
eristy and two Masters’ degrees 
from the University of Alabama. 

He currently l ives in 
Hopewe l l  Junc t ion ,  N .Y. 
with his  family and is  a 
retired Lieutenant Colonel.

While Mrs. LaTorre is a 
current KO parent, she also is 
the Chief Investment Officer and 
Corporate Economist of Aetna. 

Mr. Reilly has recently 
s e r v e d  o n  t h e  E x c u t i v e 
Committee as Treasurer and 
Chair of the Finance  & Invest-
ment Committee for three terms.   

At KO, Ms. Repp has served 
in the role as Director of the 
Middle School, as a math teachers, 
and she is currently the Interim 
Director of Teaching and Learning.  

Ms. McKee has spent her 
entire life working in indepen-
dent schools. She came to KO in 
2006 as the Dean of Students and 
in 2016 took on her current job.

Ms. Stephan is a human 
capital consultant who brought 
clients 25 years of professional 
experience in recruting and 
talent mangement in both the 
corporate and academic worlds.   

Because of all of the back-
ground knowledge that each of 
the committee members had, 
they were an appropriate group 
to assess the needs of the school 
in selecting a Head of School.

The committee essentially 
had a perfect picture of what 
they thought KO needed when 
they were looking for someone 
to fill Mr. Bisgaard’s shoes

 They wanted someone who 
had strategic academic vision 
(an individual who was focused 
on the education vision that 
the school  has), organizational 
capacity (an individual who wants 
to understand and support the 
faculty and teachers), an ability 

to build community (an indi-
vidual who builds relationships 
with everyone), and the ability to 
develop resources (an individual 
who raises money for the school.)

The process began when 
the search committee came up 
with a list of search firms that 
could find potential candidates. 

When it was decided that 
KO would use the Spencer Stuart 
Search Firm, a firm that has 60 
years of experience in admistrative 
consulting, the search committee 
met with a representative of the 
firm, alumna Meghan Becker ‘97.

The search committee 
created a list of people that 
they would seriously want 
to consider for the position. 
It evaluated over 75 candi-
dates from all over the country.   

Meghan Becker is a core 
member of the Spencer Stuart 
Education/Nonprofit practice 
that is based out of the Stam-
ford, Conn. office and has been 
with the firm for nearly 11 years. 

A good portion of her client 
work is focused on independent 
school head searches, and she 
was thrilled to have the oppor-
tunity to be a part of this Head 
search on behalf of her alma mater.

Ms. Becker, along with 
her  two colleagues,  Mary 
B. Gorman and Michele E. 
Haer te l ,  worked with  the 

search committee to assemble 
their first list of competitors. 

They would do background 
checks on each of the candidates 
and scope out their references. If 
they felt as though said candidate 
could be a strong and compelling 
leader, they added the candidate 
to a shorter list. Once this second 
list was completed, they started  
the first round of interviews. 

Once  they  met  wi th 
each candidate,  the whole 
committee would decide who 
they wanted to bring in and take 
out for the upcoming rounds. 

The interviews went on until 
the end of January of 2018 when the 
committee decided on two finalists. 

The two finalists came to 
KO’s campus during spring break 
for one final interview and the 
board then made their decision.

Ms. Becker said that the best 
part about this whole project was 
being able to work with the people 
that she did. “Myself and my 
colleagues at Spencer Stuart had 
the great fortune of working with an 
exceptional search committee. The 
group worked very well together 
and were highly committed to this 
time-intensive process over the 
last several months. There was a 
lot of interest in the opportunity, 
and we had a robust pool of strong 
candidates,” said Ms. Becker. 

O n  M a r c h  2 1 ,  t h e y 
announced that the new Head 
of School would be Thomas 
Di l low;  h is  pos i t ion  wi l l 
commence on July 1, 2018. 

Ms. Repp has been working 
at KO for the past 33 years and has 
seen six different Heads of School 
go in and out of KO (for a variety 
of reasons). She has conflicting 
emotions about the change. 

“It’s always sad because 
they’re such an integral part of 
the school, and they are who you 
look for to drive the train,” Ms. 
Repp said. “But it is always really 
exciting for someone new to come 

to move the school forward, so 
in the end it is all bittersweet.” 

Despite this, she does think 
that Mr. Dillow will be a fantastic 
new head of school and she is 
very excited for him to come. 

Although she will be grad-
uating this May, senior Gabri-
elle Ruban is optimistic that 
Mr. Dillow will be successful 
in carrying on the legacy Mr. 
Bisgaard will be leaving behind.

“With my sister still in the 
Middle School, I will always 
have a direct connection to KO,” 
Gabrielle said, “I think that Mr. 
Dillow will be able to guide KO 
into a future that not only builds 
off of the principles set by Mr. 
Bisgaard, but also represents Mr. 
Dillow’s own values and inter-
pretations of what it means to be 
a member of the KO community.”

Junior Amy Mistri  is 
another member  of our commu-
nity that is looking forward to 
what Mr. Dillow has to offer.

“I know he’s bringing 
many years of experience in 
education with him, so I’m not 
sure exactly what, but I know 
he’ll make great contribu-
tions to KO,” Amy said. “I’m 
looking forward to seeing what 
he has to offer the community.” 
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Not Quite Keeping Up with The Kardashians

Jack White ‘Reaches’ new heights

I suppose I deserved this – 
an encounter with the Kardashian 
family – after more than a decade 
actively criticizing them in front of 
students. A few weeks ago, Jaden 
DiMauro decided to investigate this 
blustering posture in the form of a 
rather unexpected request. Would 
I consider watching an episode of 
“Keeping up with the Kardashians” 
and write an article about it? 

Because I respect Jaden as a 
student and all-around good citizen, 
I agreed to the request. Some 
background information is neces-
sary in order to adequately frame 
the event. Besides deviating from 
curricular material to help refocus 
people who may have slipped into 
a daydream state, I, like some 
teachers, may occasionally use 
attempts at humor to make a point. 

Over the years, my students 
have mostly responded well to jabs 
at one of the most well-known 
families in America. They seem 
to know that this verbal chicanery 
allows me to safely relay a deeply 
held concern toward (and devotion 
to) their intellectual development.

The point of emphasis 
is this: To my dying day I will 
believe that few things are more 
important to civil societies depen-
dent on self-governance than the 
capacity to reason, a well-informed 
intellect, and the empathy that is 
derived from such intrinsic values. 

Education is hard work, 
and cultural factors, such as tele-
vision programing, have always 
had the capacity to either rein-
force this common purpose or 
siphon away useful knowledge 
– only to replace it with dogma-
tism, superstition and a dubious 
understanding of humanity.

With these concerns, I delved 
into an episode from the current 
season. I had only seen snippets of 
previous episodes of the program 
when my daughter, Emily, would 
faithfully plant herself in front 
of the television. All I remember 

from those days were a few vapid 
exchanges of dialogue between 
the characters. Episode seventeen 
was entitled “A Tangled Web.” It 
included concerns about potential 
deceit toward the matriarch of the 
Kardashian unit, a visit to a fashion 
show (of course), various bicoastal 
family interactions and … spiders.

We are first introduced to 
Kim Kardashian during one of 
the testimonial asides that are 
peppered throughout the program. 
Her job involves preparing the 
audience for all of the family 
problems they are about to 
witness. She is heavily covered 
with cosmetics, but not much else. 
From the privacy of our homes, we 
are allowed to view her wearing 
a tight tank top that promotes the 

display of ample cleavage. We then 
meet other members of the family 
with perfect make-up living or 
working in lavish surroundings. 

This is what I expected prior 
to viewing the episode. Other 
stereotypes quickly presented 

themselves. Kim could not come 
to visit her mother because she 
was changing the color of her hair 
(dark to light) and the process 
“took foreverrrrrr!” One of the 
other sisters worried about the 
possibility that her gold nail 
polish might make her look too 
much like a stripper, “oh my 
gawwwwwd!” Yikes. And then 
there were the spiders. Khloe and 
Kourtney (with more cleavage on 
display) run from poolside lounge 
chairs because a spider – first 
identified by a talented camera 
operator - is located on the deck. 
Really? Are we actually being 
treated to a cliché about arach-
nophobia in sunny California?

Before we can contem-
plate this much further, viewers 

Mr. Goodman gives his long awaited review on ‘Keeping up with the Kardasians.’  Photo by Jaden DiMauro ’20.

are whisked away to New York 
City. Just in time for this episode, 
one of the Jenner girls is walking 
on the runway of a show during 
fashion week and receiving some 
type of award for modeling. She 
just wants to “inspire all of the 

boys and girls out there.” Gak! 
But before Kim, Kris (the mom) 
and Scott (former son-in-law?) can 
wade through the paparazzi at the 
fashion show they need to try on 
clothing at Bergdorf Goodman. 
Here mom tries on a revealing 
dress possibly meant to compete 
with apparel worn by Kim and the 
sisters. More cleavage. What is 
the fascination with the midline of 
the ventral thorax in this family?

I could go on…and on. 
Let’s not. During the program, it 
occurred to me that the producers 
of this program are exception-
ally good at their job. This show 
is a modern version of the soap 
operas that have aired on daytime 
network television for decades. 
There are beautiful people, luxu-

rious homes, nice cars and lots 
of pampering. We don’t seem to 
mind that our voyeurism is fixed 
upon a program that is staged 
much like professional wrestling. 
Each episode includes villainous 
and virtuous behavior (sometimes 
within the same character) and 
there is lots of eye candy. Each 
scene prompts a surge of dopa-
mine into the pleasure center of the 
brain. The producers of “Keeping 
up with the Kardashians” are well 
aware of this. They know that 
people will keep coming back.

Why has this program 
endured over the course of four-
teen seasons? I had to consult a 
member of the target demographic, 
my daughter, for some insight. 

She said  that  people 
thought the show was funny. It 
was also possible that people 
tuned in because they could feel 
superior to a wealthy family 
with silly problems and a 
limited vocabulary with which 
to solve these crises. Maybe so. 

Again, I compliment the 
producers for a highly developed 
understanding of Homo sapiens. 
However, I believe there is another 
important factor to consider – 
something of redeeming value. 
This is, after all, a show about 
family. Sometimes the members 
of the Kardashian family are frus-
trated with one another as they 
experience problems that are very 
real to all of us. On other occa-
sions we are allowed to share in 
their frivolity and commitment 
to each other. They clearly love 
and depend upon each other. 

Maybe  we tune  in to 
this program each week in 
order to reaffirm our own 
dependence on the notion of 
“family.” One can only hope….

by Fritz Goodman 

Review: Hartford Baking Co. 
 
Have you ever had that 

craving after sports or school 
where all you want is a good 
sandwich with great bread? 
Well, look no further than Hart-
ford Baking Company, located 
at 965 Farmington Avenue, West 
Hartford, Conn. With homemade 
breads and creative flavors, Hart-
ford Baking Company is open 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and offers 
breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

The exterior is a white, crisp 
brick building, which matches the 
interior, creating a modern vibe. 
When you walk in, seating may be 
limited downstairs, but once you 
go upstairs there are many tables, 
including a booth and two couches. 
With laid-back music playing 
in the background, you can eat 
your sandwich or soup in peace. 

While there, we were 
welcomed by bright and cheerful 
employees. Everything is orga-
nized so nicely; all the drinks 
are in a fridge built into the 
counter and organized perfectly, 
same thing for the pastry case. 

After  you order,  you 
take a seat and are given a 
buzzer that lights up, notifying 
you that your food is ready. 

We went around 11 a.m. and 

got a sausage, egg, and American 
cheese on a croissant and a ham 
sandwich on ciabatta bread with 
chipotle flavored mayonnaise, 
lettuce, and caramelized onions. 
When you bite into the croissant, 
it melts in your mouth, and you 
can taste every element of the 
sandwich. Once you taste the fresh 
ciabatta bread, you know it’s deli-
cious when the bread makes a nice 
tearing sound when you bite into it. 

The Hartford Baking Co. 
also accommodates gluten free 
food allergies and has vegetarian 
items on the menu. The restau-
rant has a great selection of 
pastries for dessert. We ordered 
an almond peach financier that 
when you bite into it, crumbles 
in your mouth, unleashing the 
flavors of both almond and peach. 
The restaurant also offers deli-
cious coffee. I highly recom-
mend this restaurant to anyone 
at Kingswood Oxford looking 
for a simple, yet delicious meal. 

When you bite 
into the croissant, 
it melts in your 
mouth...

by Bella Leuschner ’20

Jack White is one of the most 
influential musicians of the past 20 
years and his new album, “Boarding 
House Reach,” is definitely his 
most experimental album yet. 

White rose to fame while in 
the garage rock band The White 
Stripes and since then he has won 
12 Grammys, formed two other 
successful bands, created a record 
label, created a retail record store, 
became an influential contributor 
to the revival of vinyl records, 
and started a solo career. His first 
two solo albums, “Blunderbuss” 
and “Lazaretto,” were incred-
ibly successful, reaching No. 1 
on the Billboard charts with their 
distinctive yet versatile sounds. 

“Boarding House Reach” 
is White’s third solo album, and 
while it does have some simi-
larities to his previous albums, its 
unique sound definitely pushes 
him deep into new territory. 

To put it simply, “Boarding 
House Reach” is fantastically 
bizarre. The album is a challenge to 
listen to: each song has many layers 
to it and is incredibly complex. The 
album is rooted in rock, blues, funk, 
and jazz, similar to most of White’s 
music; however, “Boarding House 
Reach” also incorporates post-new 

wave synth and electronic sounds 
into every song. The record has 
a vintage yet futuristic tone as 
it meshes together very diver-
gent sounds and styles of music. 

The song “Ice Station Zebra” 
is a perfect example of the explor-
atory tone of the album. The song 
is very unpredictable, changing 
rhythms and melodies multiple 
times within the first forty seconds. 
It seems as if White pulled snippets 
of sound from a bunch of different 
songs and put them all together; 
weirdly enough, it works well. As 
the song progresses, each part is 
layered and repeated creating an 
elaborate and unusual sound. The 
first minute of the song, a scat-
tered and disjointed instrumental, 
takes a more defined form as White 
begins speaking his verses over the 
instruments.  As odd as the song 
is, “Ice Station Zebra” is strangely 
appealing and a fun listen.  

“Hypermisophoniac” is 
a song named after a condition 
that causes one to hate sound. 
The song fuses new wave synth 
and jazz piano to a guitar driven 
rock song. The vocals jump from 
having distortion effects to being 
completely electronically modi-
fied. The guitar’s gritty sound 
is reminiscent of his music with 
The White Stripes and the blues-

infused ragtime piano riffs sound 
similar to those on his first solo 
album, “Blunderbuss.” At first, I 
thought the title of the song was 
very fitting: I was not a huge fan 
and part of me wanted to skip over 
the track. However, as I listened 
to it more, I started to enjoy it. In 
typical Jack White form he begs 
the listener to truly listen. It is 
only then that the noises come 
together to create a beautiful and 
nontraditional sounding piece. 

Despite “Boarding House 
Reach” having an electronic influ-
ence, the tracks “Over And Over 
And Over” has a much more of 
a traditional Jack White vibe: 
it’s heavily blues-influenced 
and more guitar-centric. “Over 
and Over and Over” is a rhythm 
driven song with distorted guitar. 
It is definitely the most high energy 
song on “Boarding House Reach” 
and has a similar tone to ‘Sixteen 
Saltines’ off of “Blunderbuss.” 

“Boarding House Reach” 
is probably not for everyone: 
it is abstract and at times very 
strange, but it is, however, 
an incredible work of art. 

New listeners might have 
a hard time getting hooked, but 
those who have followed and 
listened to White for awhile 
wil l  not  be disappointed.

by Juliana Kulak ’20
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The Kingswood Oxford 
track and field teams has kick-
started the season with strong 
results in their first two meets.

Although the weather has 
not been in their favor, the teams 
have been able to train hard and 
work on techniques before their 
first meet. “It is difficult to prac-
tice certain events indoors and 
transfer results to meets with new 
competitors,” said boys track and 
field Head Coach Alex Kraus. 

He said that new members 
of the team are eager to try new 
things.“We see lots of enthusiasm 
with kids wanting to try new 
events,” he said. He continued 
to say that sometimes it takes 
a whole season to learn an 
event and see the improvement.

In the first meet of the 
season, the boys team pulled 
away with wins against Wilbraham 
and Monson Academy and 
Pomfret School. KO had some 
strong performances from junior 
Coltrane Joseph who won the 400 
with the time of 54.0 seconds, 
followed by junior Broox Bolden 
in second and senior Trey Taylor 
in third. Freshman Jeffrey Davis 
won the 100 and 200 with 
times of 11.3 and 23.5 seconds. 

The  t eam had  g rea t 
performances f rom junior 
Kyren Petteway, who finished 

second in both the 100 and 200.
 Senior Varun Tankala 

beat the field to win the triple 
jump, leaping 32 feet, six inches. 

With a large boys team, the 
Wyverns were able to cover all 
of the events with many of the 
athletes in each event teaching and 
learning from each other. “We have 
great leaders such as senior Keegan 
Tolland who leads in the throwing 
events,” Coach Kraus said.

 The girls team is on the 
smaller side but has very strong 
athletes. “It is important for the 
team to stay healthy and keep 
a positive attitude throughout 
the season,” Coach Kraus said. 

T h e  Wy v e r n s  w e r e 
successful in winning their first 
meet. They had strong perfor-
mances from sophomore Ainsley 
Vaughan who won the 200 with 
the time of  27.5 seconds and 
senior Amiya Young who won 
the high jump, vaulting three 
feet, eight inches. Freshman 

Anelise Vaughn added to the 
success of the team and won the 
girls 800 by around five seconds.  

Through the rough, rainy, 
cold weather it is important to 
keep spirits up.“We try to keep 
the intensity and positivity up even 
when training indoors,” said girls 
varsity track and field Head Coach 
Tricia Watson. The captains always 
lead the team during warm ups.

 “They make the team 
feel like it is something more 

by Jamie Amell ’20

The girls tennis team started 
their season off strong with victo-
ries over Kent and Hamden Hall. 

The team opened the 
season wi th  a  scr immage 
against Hall High School on 
March 28, beating Hall 5-2.

The girls then focused on 
their first game against Hamden 
Hall Country Day School on April 
9. The team finished the match with 
an impressive score of 7-0, with an 
outstanding three set victory at No. 
1 singles by freshman Co-captain 
Ahana Nagarkatti against a tough 
opponent. This match also marked 
the first varsity wins for eighth-
grader Aimee Zheng, sophomore 
Jenna Blocher, sophomore Esha 
Kataria, freshman Shreeya Chal-
ikonda, and eighth-grader Amrita 
Natarajan. Senior Co-captain 
Emma Smith and freshman 
Sydney Smith were great at 
doubles and juniors Co-captain 
Molly Baron and Isabelle 
Raymond were fantastic in singles. 

The team then faced Kent 
School on April 11 in a tough 
Founders League match. The girls 
played well and beat Kent 7-2 in 
a thrilling game. Natarajan and E. 
Smith earned a well-fought victory 

in No. 1 doubles with a score of 
8-5. Baron and S. Smith teamed up 
to beat Kent 8-5, in No. 2 doubles. 
Nagaratti also posted a fantastic 
victory at no. 1 singles with a 
score of 8-0. The Wyverns won 
five of the six singles matches. 
The Girls then faced Pomfret on 
April 13 and achieved an impres-
sive win with a score of 5-2. 

Head Coach Ronald Garcia 
said that the team is young and 

has a lot of new players. The team 
graduated five strong seniors last 
year and lost four out of their six 
starters last year. Natarajan said 
that the team lacks game expe-
rience with their young rosrer.

E. Smith said that a big 
change from last year was 
the loss of a dominant player, 
Lex i  Kubas .  “Eve rybody 
now has to move up positions 
on the ladder, but everyone 

is adjusting well,” she said. 
Coach Garcia said that 

the team’s strengths are their 
marvelous No. 1 singles player, 
Natarajan and the dynamic 
doubles duo of the Smith sisters. 
“The team is very athletic and 
enthusiastic and can go a long 
way,” said E. Smith. “We worked 
hard going into the season.”

Natarajan added that all 
the players on the team are 

by Kush Kataria ’20 really athletic and determined. 
Baron said that the team is 

getting better since they have been 
practicing for a long time and had 
winter practice sessions, as well. 

Natarajan said that the 
goal of the team this year is to 
improve in every practice and 
give a good fight against other 
schools in the Founder’s League. 

E. Smith added that she 
wants to see the team grow and 
improve and find success through 
hard work. The team has its eyes 
set on an undefeated season. 

Coach Garcia also has a 
clear and concise goal for this 
season. “I want to play Hotch-
kiss and have that match decide 
who is going to be the Founder 
League champions,” he said. 

The team has a lot of 
new faces this year. E. Smith 
said that the freshmen and 
Middle Schoolers are doing 
great. She said that they bring 
a lot of good energy to practice. 

Coach Garcia said the 
new players are adjusting well 
to the team, considering that 
there is a huge jump in the level 
of play and competitiveness. 

N a t a r a j a n  s a i d  t h a t 
she agrees.“I have a good 
feeling about this season.”

than just running,” sopho-
more  E than  P inkes  sa id . 

For the distance group, 
it is important to keep up the 
mileage. “The group is close,” 
junior Tom Betts said. “We train 
together and work hard to keep a 
pace, to get ready for the races.”    

The team has two managers, 
senior Christina Daniels and 
senior Kevin Augustine who 
help out the coaches and the 
team and keep the books. 

Wyverns sprint to victory

“We see lots of 
enthusiasm with 
kids wanting to try 
new events.”

– Coach Kraus

“It is fun to see people’s 
improvements throughout the 
days and weeks,” said Augustine. 
“I can see that the team is always 
there running together and is 
always looking out for each other.”

The boys team also won 
their first home meet of the season 
against Canterbury School and 
Marianapolis Preparatory School.  
Bolden won the 400 with a time 
of 55.0 seconds and junior Ellis 
Winfree won the 300 hurdles 
with a time of 50.4 seconds.  

Tolland won the shot put 
with a throw of 42 feet, 10 inches 
and also won the javelin with a 
throw of 131 feet, eight inches.  

The girls team was able to 
beat Canterbury School but not 
Marianapolis Preparatory School. 
Junior Erin Bowen won the 300 
meter hurdles with a time of 
54.1 seconds and junior Sydney 
Jett won the long jump with a 
distance of 14 feet, two inches. 

The Wyverns have signifi-
cant young talent. “We have 
lots of freshmen in throwing 
and in running events who 
are all willing to try new 
events,” Coach Watson said.

The team faced fierce 
competition against Suffield 
Academy at home on Wednesday, 
April 25, and will have a quad 
meet against Brunswick School, 
Greenwich Academy, and the 
Taft School away on April 28.

Girls tennis stays strong 
Junior Taline Norsigian runs her hardest in the 800. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

despite loss of key players

Junior Isabelle Raymond shows off her skills returning the ball during an intense match. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.
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Girls lacrosse battles path through 

The varsity girls lacrosse 
team started off the season 
with a 3-4 record and looks 
to add to their win column in 
their next game against Berk-
shire on Saturday, April 28.

Senior Co-captain Julia 
Lantieri said the team usually tries 
to focus on being present in prac-
tice and leaving everything that 
happens during the school day 
off the field.“We just want to be 
mentally there so that we are fully 
engaged in practice,” she said.

Lantieri said that the team 
stresses giving 100 percent all 
the time and that even though 
everyone messes up, it is impor-
tant to focus on what you do after 
that fact. “Playing for each other is 
huge, so picking people up when 
they mess up is big,” she said.

Head Coach Tim Allerton 
attested to that as well. “I say 
work together and hard for each 
other, and be responisble for 
mistakes,” said Coach Allerton.  

Senior Co-captain Abby 
Eberle said the season has had 
its ups and downs, but she really 
believes they set the tone with 
their 9-8 overtime victory against 
Pomfret on April 4.“All of our 

games will be competitive this 
year, so our record will come 
down to how hard we work 
and gel as a team,” she said.

Eberle emphasized the 
importance of positivity. “A good 
season to me doesn’t need to be 
the best overall record. I hope we 
will be over .500 this season, and 
I believe we can accomplish that 
goal,” she said. “However, I hope 
throughout the season that we are 
able to stay a tight-knit, positive 

team that has so many amazing 
memories to look back on.” 

Eberle said she really wants 
2018 to be a year to remember 
for ko(re)lax and they defi-
nitely have the athletes to do it.

Senior Eliza Charette 
said her  favori te  moment 
w a s  b e a t i n g  P o m f r e t . 

“My freshman year we 
pulled out a win over them, but 
the last two years we have fell 
short in the second half, losing 

our initial lead,” she said.“This 
year, we never gave in, and we 
stayed upbeat the whole game. 
Our team really pulled it together 
and played like a real unit, which 
was really exciting to see as it 
was our first game of the season.” 

Charette said she and the rest 
of the seniors try to consistently 
lead the team to stay excited and 
hyped up for the upcoming games 
and season in general. “This year, 
there is a tournament that we have 
a chance of being part of, so we 
really have something to strive 
for,” she said. “It is important for 
our team to focus on every indi-
vidual game so we get the spot 
in the tournament that we want.” 

Coach Allerton said his 
entire defense has improved 
from last year. Sophomore goalie 
Amelia Levine has also stepped up. 

Addi t iona l  defenders 
include seniors Olivia Rossi 
and Noa Boyd, and sophomores 
Maggie Eberle and Molly Jones.

Coach Allerton also gives 
praise to Junior Mia Seymour 
on how hard working she is.  
Allerton also gives praise to his 
two leaders Eberle and Lantieri. 

Junior  Nicole  Genga 
said she thinks this team has 
improved tremendously since 

last year. “I think many people 
have built confidence as well as 
built their stick skills,” she said. 

“I  especial ly  not iced 
[juniors] Jane Dunbar and Molly 
Jones having the confidence and 
ability to run the ball up from the 
defensive zone to the attacking 
zone, which is a difficult thing to 
do as a defender. I also want to give 
a shout-out to [junior] Jacqueline 
Dugan for gaining so much confi-
dence and building so much as a 
player since last year and scoring 
her first goal against Cheshire.”

Lantieri also said since 
she’s been a freshman on the 
team, the team hasn’t had a losing 
season, so finishing off with a 
winning season this year would 
be a perfect way to end the season. 

Charette said that the team 
is really talented across the field, 
from defense to offense, so if 
they are able to play at their best 
this season, then she can defi-
nitely see them in the tournament. 

Genga  a l so  s t r e s sed 
that this is one of the most 
talented teams KO has ever had. 

Genga said she thinks that 
the girls are capable of qualifying 
for the tournament if they keep 
their spirits up, stay together, 
work hard, and perservere.

by Sean James ’19

Senior Julia Lantieri  runs around a Taft defender. Photo by David Newman.

opponents to strong starting record

Boys tennis secures convincing 

The varsity boys tennis 
team is hopeful this season 
after a victorious match against 
Hamden Hall Country Day 
School and a strong performance 
at the KO Invitational Tournament. 

The boys earned a well-
fought victory against Hamden Hall 
on April 3 with a score of 7-0. Junior 
Luke Reimann, senior Captain 
William Appleton, freshman 
Adam Na, eighth-grader Max-
William Kanz, freshman Jaden 
Weinstein, and senior Nat Bates 
played No. 1-6 singles, respec-
tively. Sophomore Avi Shastri 
and Na earned the No. 1 doubles 
victory. Overall, they played great 
and started the season off strong. 

Head  Coach  Andrew 
Krugman said that KO played 
really well and fought hard. “We 
won pretty convincingly,” he said. 
“Due to injuries and absences 
we went deep into our lineup.”

The team then went on 
to play in the anticipated and 
competitive 46th Annual King-
swood Oxford Invitational Tennis 
Tournament (K.I.T.T.) on April 7 
and 8. In this elite tournament, KO 
placed fourth out of eight schools. 

The following schools 
participated in this tournament: 
Groton School, Choate Rose-

mary Hall, Hotchkiss School, 
Kingswood Oxford School, 
Deerfield Academy, Lawrencev-
i l l e  Schoo l ,  Wes tmins te r 
School, and Hall High School. 

The highlight of this tourna-
ment was Appleton and Riemann 
winning the No. 1 doubles title 
by beating Groton School in the 
finals. Groton School captured 
the win at this tournament. 

Appleton also came in 
fourth in the No. 2 singles draw, 
and Riemann won the consolation 

draw of the No. 1 singles draw. 
Kanz came in third place in No. 
4 singles. “The KITTs were tough 
since we were a young team, and 
other teams were older and more 
experienced,” Appleton said.

The team faced a tough loss 
to Deerfield Academy on April 
11 with a score of 6-1. Deer-
field Acedemy won at No. 2 and 
No. 3 doubles, but the duo of 
Appleton and Riemann won the 
No. 1 doubles. The strong and 
experienced Deerfield team also 

won all of their singles matches, 
except for No. 1 singles which 
Riemann won at a tie-breaker. 
The team then earned an impres-
sive 7-0 victory against Gunnery 
School on Saturday, April 14. 

Coach Krugman said that the 
team’s strength is Appleton’s lead-
ership. Coach Krugman said that 
Appleton is an ideal student athlete 
and it is his sixth year on the varsity 
team. Appleton said that the team’s 
strength is its ability to win any 
match at any position, anytime. 

“Appleton sets the right tone and 
works hard,” Coach Krugman said.

Coach Krugman sa id 
that his goals for this year are 
to improve, represent KO well, 
and get an invitation to the New 
England Class A Tournament.

Appleton said the team 
is focused on making the New 
England tournament and doing 
well there. He said that the team 
also plays in side tournaments 
this season, and he wants the 
team to do well in those. “We 
want to win as many matches 
as possible,” Appleton said.

Appleton said that the 
team needs to make sure they are 
staying healthy, since there are not 
many spare players on the team. 
He said that the players need to 
take care of their bodies so they 
are in the best shape possible. 

Coach Krugman said that 
there is a learning curve with 
new players on varsity tennis. 
He said  that the team graduated 
four skilled seniors last year, so 
a number of players are being 
thrown into varsity competition. 
He said that the team has been 
playing well so far, but there 
are definently going to be ups 
and downs due to new athletes  
playing at this level of competi-
tion. “Experience will be the best 
teacher,” said Coach Krugman. 

by Kush Kataria ’20

Senior Captain Will Appleton winds up for a strong  forehand aganist an unlucky opponent. Photo by  David Newman.

wins, smashes through teams          
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Players of the

Moment:
Junior Garth Swanson and 

Eighth-grader Aimee Zheng
by Nick Traver ’20  

       and Kush Kataria  ’20

Junior Garth Swanson.  Photo by EB Taylor. Eighth-grader Aimee Zheng. Photo by EB Taylor. 

Garth 
Swanson

Junior Garth Swanson 
continues to play great golf for 
the varsity golf team. This is 
Swanson’s third year with the 
varsity golf team. But, this year 
might be his most difficult season 
as he is the best player on the 
team and has the most seniority. 
However, this has proven not 
to be a problem for Swanson.

Despite the difficult condi-
tions on Wednesday, April 11, 
Swanson was able to finish with 
a score of 40 strokes on the nine- 
hole course at Tunxis Country 
Club. In addition to playing 
excellent golf, Swanson was also 
helping a new player, sopho-
more Karstian Lang, with his 
first ever competitive golf outing.

Swanson said that even 
though the dynamic of the team 
is very different than last year, he 
still has high hopes for the team. 

“If we trust the process we’ll 
get where we want to go,” said 
Swanson. For Swanson that means 
being able to shoot under 200 as 
a team for a nine-hole course and 
under 400 for a full round of golf. 
When asked what he wants from 
himself, he responded saying he 
wants to do the best he can but is 
more concerned about the team.

Additionally, his teammates 
and coach only have good things 
to say about him. “He helps lead 
the team by example. He is a good 
teammate in addition to a great 
player,” said junior James Amenta. 

Sophomore Troy Gostyla 
a l so  commented  on  how 
Swanson knows when people 
need space, and when not to 
push them but just to support 
them throughout the process.

The remarkable thing 
about Swanson is that he is still 
a junior and has a lot more KO 
golf ahead of him. That is one of 
the many things that Head Coach 
Scott Dunbar is thankful for. 

As a sophomore Swanson 
won the Kingswood Oxford 
Invitational which is one of 

the biggest golf tournaments in 
New England consisting of 23 
teams. “I got really lucky,” said 
Swanson. “I played the best golf 
I have ever played that day.”

Overall, Swanson is a great 
but subtle player. He might seem 
like he has a laid back and calm 
demeanor, but he is serious when 
it comes to golf. He is not only 
the best player on the golf team, 
but he is also one of the best 
leaders. Coach Dunbar and his 
teammates are looking forward 
to seeing what Swanson can do 
this season and next season, when 
he is a senior. Swanson is ready 
to show everyone what he’s got.

Aimee 
Zheng
Eigh th -g rade r  A imee 

Zheng is a force to be reckoned 
with on the tennis court. Don’t 

judge her by her age. Though 
she is just an eighth-grader, her 
skill goes beyond her years. 

Since the start of the 
season, she has carved out a vital 
role for herself on the KO girls 
tennis team. She has not lost a 
singles match yet this season, 
even though she  plays girls much 
older than her on other teams. 

H e a d  C o a c h  R o n a l d 
Garcia said that Zheng has 
improved a lot and that she has 
showed good mental tough-
ness and competi t iveness. 

“She is one of the new 
young players that will be the 
centerpiece of the team for a 
long time,” Coach Garcia said. 

 Senior Captain Emma 
Smith described Zheng as very 
determined to get a win. She said 
that Zheng is focused and resilient.

Zheng started playing tennis 
in third grade. She said it was hard 
to adjust to the team at first because 
she didn’t know anybody and had 
to balance between homework and 
tennis. But, overall she said that 
the tennis season is going well as 
the team is off to a strong start.

Baseball steals impressive wins 
against strong opposing teams

The varisty baseball team got 
a hop on the season with a seven-
day trip to Florida during March 
break. The days were filled with 
practices and gamesto prepare the 
Wyverns; as a result, they opened 
the season with wins against 
Marianapolis, Taft, and Choate. 

Tw e n t y - n i n e  p l a y e r s 
(seven seniors, six juniors, eight 
sophomores, eight freshman) 
took the trip to Port St. Lucie 
to focus on the fundamentals 
and work on plays. “The trip 
is great because we are able to 
work on plays in good weather 
and get the pitchers throwing,” 
said Head Coach Steve Cannata.  

Although the group had 
to split into varsity and junior 
varsity teams, they were able to 
get seven games in on the trip, 
four varsity and three JV. “The 
games are very helpful because 
they allow the players to see 
real pitches and run through the 
plays,” said Coach Cannata.

When the Wyverns returned 
to school, they started their busy 
schedule with impressive wins 

against Marianapolis Preparatory 
School and the Taft School. “Some 
weeks we have four games,” said 
Coach Cannata. What makes 
the schedule so busy is that the 
Wyverns are scheduled to play each 
Founders League school twice. 

In the season home opener 
against Marianapolis, the team 
won with a wide margin of 19-5. 
The Wyverns had strong pitching 

from junior Evan Moore, sopho-
more Wes Pierce, and sophomore 
Tim Cotter which helped seal the 
win. The team was also led by 
strong hitting from sophomore 
Jack Marshall, senior Co-captain 
Jimmy DiVirgilio, senior Co- 
captain Mark Pace, Cotter, and 
senior Noah Gibson who all had 
multiple hits to drive in runs.

Coach Cannata said that 

the captains are doing a great 
job. “The captains are really 
helping out the team by hitting 
well and driving in runs,” he said. 

On Thursday, April 12, the 
Wyverns had their first game of two 
at Dunkin’ Donuts Park, home of 
the Hartford Yard Goats. Unfortu-
nately, KO suffered their first loss 
of the season to Hopkins School 
with the score of 3-2 .For some, it 

was their first time playing at the 
stadium. “It was a great experience 
to play at such a nice field,” said 
sophomore pitcher Brandon Stake. 

In the first inning of the 
game, Hopkins scored all three 
of their runs forcing the Wyverns 
to play catch up. DiVirgilio 
singled and Place doubled to 
allow Cotter to drive in a run 
with a sac fly. In the bottom of 
the second, senior Co-captain 
Tauber scored on a sac fly from 
Cannata to close the gap but still 
the game ended in Hopkins favor. 

On Saturday, April 14, 
the Wyverns suffered another 
tough loss at home to Kent 5-2. 
Moore pitched three and a half 
innings, allowing only a single 
hit and throwing five strikeouts, 
but the Wyverns were not able 
to produce any runs. “We were 
playing pretty well, but we were 
not getting any hits that produced 
runs,” said Coach Cannata.  

KO spli t  their  recent 
d o u b l e - h e a d e r  a g a i n s t 
Tr i n i t y - P a w l i n g  S c h o o l , 
winning 6-5 and losing 8-10. 

Their next game is away 
against  Taft on Friday, April 27. Senior Jake Rowland strikes the ball against Hopkins School in Dunkin’ Donuts Park. Photo by  David  Newman.

Zheng said that her goals 
for this season are not limited to 
her skills on the tennis court. She 
also hopes to grow as a person and 
teammate. She said that she needs 
to work on taking a loss better. “I 
want to improve my tennis tech-
nique and get better at the strokes 
in tennis,” she said. “I also want to 
know the team better and become 
friends with my teammates.” 

Coach Garcia said that 
Zheng had a great comeback 
win against Hall. She was down 
5-2 in the first set, but due to 
her tenacity, she came back 
to win 6-4 in the second set. 

Zheng has been playing 
tennis year-round for two years 
now at the East Hartford Tennis 
Club. She has also previously 
played in the USTA (United 
States Tennis Association). 

She said that she has 
improved a lot since the team  prac-
tices that took place this winter.
Freshman Captain Ahana Nagar-
katti said that Zheng is very enthu-
siastic and incredibly determined. 
“Aimee is very enthusiastic and 
really goes for it,” Nagarkatti said. 

by Jamie Amell ’20
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Softball off to a strong start, 

The KO softball team 
opened up this year with a 
strong performance against 
Wi l b r a h a m  a n d  M o n s o n 
Academy on Monday, April 4.

This is a  young team 
composed of six freshmen and 
one seventh-grader. Head Coach 
Jason Bradley said he was 
surprised by such an excellent 
performance from his young team.

The composition of this 
year’s softball team might not have 
the most experience, but Coach 
Bradley is optimistic and sees great 
potential in all of his young players. 

“This team has a lot of 
potential simply because how 
young it is,” said Coach Bradley. 
“This team has the most potential 
of all the teams I’ve had in the three 
years I’ve been coaching at KO.”

That potential  clearly 
showed in their first game with 
a strong hitting performance 
that helped the Wyverns score 
18 runs. That, accompanied 
by great defense and excellent 
pitching by senior Co-captain 
pitcher Noelani Jackson-Sherman 
helped the Wyverns secure their 
first victory with a score of 18-3.

The second game for the 
Wyverns on Wednesday, April 

11, was against the talented 
Ethel Walker School, the runner 
up in the championship last 
year. The girls fell short in this 
matchup, losing by a score of 5-1. 

This outcome, however, 
doesn’t represent how well the 
team played according to Coach 
Bradley, as he believed that his 
team played excellent defense 
and just wasn’t able to convert 
in times with people on base.

The third game for the soft-
ball team was on Saturday,  April 
14, against Cheshire Academy, 
last year’s division champs. The 
Wyverns struggled on offense 

that day as they only had one hit 
,and the final score of the game 
was 13-0 in favor of Cheshire.

Coach Bradley and his 
players are still optimistic and 
looking forward to the rest of their 
season. Senior Co-captain short-
stop and center Dakota McMahon 
said she has seen great improve-
ment in the team so far this year, 
and she said if everyone is willing 
to work that she has high hopes on 
making it to the playoffs this year.

Everyone on this team 
seems willing to put in that work 
and buying into the three percent 
a day mindset. This mindset is that 

you don’t need to become a super-
star overnight, but just work hard 
and get a little better everyday. 

“Three percent can be 
anything,” said Coach Bradley. 
“It can be physically, offen-
sively, defensively, mentally; 
it can be anywhere where you 
need and want to improve.” 
This mindset is helping the 
young players on the team come 
around to the game quickly, but 
the fundamentals still have to 
be a focus for this young squad.

According to McMahon, 
the team has been working on 
signals so the team can commu-

nicate on the field. Coach Bradley 
said that is one of the focal points 
of this season because softball is 
such a complex game and has so 
many different in-game situations.

McMahon also said that 
offense is something they need to 
work on this season. “Our offense 
has gotten a little bit better,” said 
McMahon, “but it is still a spot we 
need to improve.” The team is opti-
mistic about this though as they 
also believe that the new coach, 
Assistant Coach Lauren Yaffa, is 
going to be able to help the team.

The focus for this year’s 
team is developing the young 
talent they have while remaining 
to be competitive, which can be a 
difficult task, but Coach Bradley 
said he believes that his seniors 
will be able to lead the team 
well. He believes that his seniors 
will be able to help the younger 
players develop so the team will 
also be strong in years to follow. 

This year’s softball team 
is going to be competitive on the 
field, but it will also be the start 
of a new chapter for KO softball. 

This season marks a period 
of new beginnings, and with 
the help of the coaches and the 
seniors this team will continue 
to improve, as they strive to get 
three percent better each day.

Golf drives its way 
to great triumphs 

The golf team opened  its 
season on Wednesday, April 
11, with a strong showing. 
The team competed on their 
home course at Tunxis Country 
Club against Loomis Chaffee 
School  and The Gunnery.

Loomis beat the Wyverns by 
six strokes with a score of 210-216 
while KO was able to hold off 
Gunnery beating them by nine 
strokes with a score of 216-225. 

Top performances from the 
Wyverns included junior Garth 
Swanson who shot a 40, junior 
James Amenta who finished with 
a 41, freshman Henry Krieble with 
a 43, sophomore Karstian Lang 
playing in his first ever competi-
tive golf match, with a 45, and 
sophomore Troy Gostyla with a 47.

H e a d  C o a c h  S c o t t 
Dunbar was impressed with 
his team’s first showing given 
that the conditions were tough 
and they hadn’t had too many 
hours to practice on the course. 

Coach Dunbar said despite 
the difficulties, players kept their 
heads up and didn’t get frustrated 
and played the best golf they could. 
He also commented on how people 
were realistic and not expecting 
too much from themselves.. 

“They were realistic and realized 
where they have to improve,” said 
Coach Dunbar. All in all, Coach 
Dunbar was happy with his team’s 
first match and believes they are 
capable of great improvement.

This idea of improve-
ment is clearly a focus for this 
year ’s team. “We lost four 
seniors, and there are a lot of 
new players, but I see improve-
ment in the future,” said Amenta. 

One of the team’s goals is 
to get better every single day in 
practice, and even though golf 
can be frustrating at some times 
to remember to keep their cool. 
“Golf is all in the mind,” said 
Gostyla. “You could have the best 
swing in the world, but you’re 
always going to hit bad shots.”

Coach Dunbar hopes that 
this young team will get to the 
point where they can shoot 200 
in a nine hole match and 400 
when playing a full round of golf. 

Additionally, the whole team 
is looking to bring home some hard-
ware this year. “We want to keep 
the Keyes Plate at KO by winning 
at Yale,” said Amenta. Coach 
Dunbar also said that he is hoping 
to compete in other tournaments 
as well including the Coppola 
Cup, Avon tourney, the Founders 
League Tournament, and the 

Kingswood Oxford Invitational.
Despite not being able 

to win their first match, the 
team is optimistic for not only 
this season but also the future. 

This year’s team doesn’t 
have any seniors and with a young 
varsity team in addition to having a 
lot of young players on the JV team 
coached by Head Coach Danielle 
Hoff, the team can only get better.

This year’s team has a lot 
of new golfers and a lot of new 
players for the varsity level, and 
even though this is an individual 
sport where teammates can’t undo 
a bad shot, everyone is always 
there to support one another. 

In order to be successful this 
season, everyone needs to step up, 
according to various players. Every 
player on the team has to shoot 
the best they possibly can, and 
everyone has to be there to support 
each other, even when someone 
didn’t have their best showing. 

Golf can be a difficult game. 
It is one that requires patience, 
poise, and precision, but the young 
team will certainly be a competi-
tive team this year and a force to be 
reckoned with in years to follow.

The next match for the 
team is on Saturday April 28, 
against Berkshire School and 
Williston  Northampton School. 

Boys lax gets 
a huge win

The boys lacrosse team 
starts the season 1-5 and looks for 
another win in upcoming games. 

Senior Co-captain Josh 
Shafer said the season is going 
decent so far. “We started off very 
strong against Capital Prep. We 
are gaining more confidence while 
we are on the field,” said Shafer.

Senior Co-captain David 
Arcesi said their record isn’t 
the best, but they have kids 
that are getting a lot better at 
lacrosse each week. “By the end 
of the season, I think we will 
really be rolling” said Arcesi.

Junior Jack Cavo says his 
favorite moment of the season 
was beating Capital Prep 12-3 in 
the team’s first game of the season, 
and most players would agree. 

Arcesi said that the team 
played a hard-fought game and 
even though it wasn’t pretty, it still 
meant a lot to the boys lacrosse 
team as a whole. This was their first 
win in over a year and only their 
third win in the last three seasons. 

Although this may sound 
like something to dwell on, the 
boys are just looking to take it game 
by game and hopefully get more 
games into their win column this 
year compared to previous seasons. 

“I  want to put King-
swood lacrosse back on the 
map and make people feel like 
it’s not a bad thing to be a part 
of boys lacrosse,” said Arcesi. 

Cavo said he, like many 
other kids on the team, just 
wants to put another win under 
their belt as they move forward. 

Shafer says his hopes for 
the season are that everyone 
will take this season as an 
opportunity to learn and to 
grow as better lacrosse players. 

“If everyone can grow, then 
that leaves room for the kids under 
them to continue to grow, and that 
will hopefully start a positive cycle 
that KO lacrosse could keep going 
for years to come” Shafer said. 

Cavo hopes he can learn 
a lot from the captains and his 
fellow senior teammates, so he 
can be a great senior leader next 
year and continue to get better.

Both Arcesi and Shafer said 
they are going to miss a lot about 
the boys lacrosse team. “It taught 
me a lot of life lessons” said Arcesi. 

They both stressed that no 
matter how the season was going, 
each year the captains always made 
the season fun and kept the spirits 
high, and that’s all they want to 
continue to do to pass down to 
the future leaders of the team. 

by Nick Traver ‘20 by Sean James ‘19
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Senior Captain Noelani Jackson-Sherman winds up against a fierce Westminster batter. Photo by  Ali Meizels ’19.

brings the bats in season opener


