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2019 Symposium author: Sarah Ruhl
Since its founding in 1983, 

the Warren Baird English Sympo-
sium at Kingswood Oxford has 
maintained a steady stream of 
outstanding authors, poets, and 
playwrights, with the likes of 
Richard Wilbur, Gwendolyn 
Brooks, Jonathan Safran Foer and, 
just last year, Colson Whitehead, 
gracing the Roberts Theater stage. 

T h i s  y e a r ’s  S y m p o -
sium author, playwright Sarah 
Ruhl, is no less illustrious. 

A two time Pulitzer Prize 
finalist for her plays, “The Clean 
House” and “In The Next Room,” 
the latter of which was also nomi-
nated for a Tony, and winner of 
the 2006 MacArthur Fellowship, 
Ms. Ruhl undoubtedly brings 
with her an impressive resume. 

She has also written a 

contemporary adaptation of 
the Greek tragedy “Eurydice.” 

In addition to these honors, 
Mrs. Ruhl has co-written “Letters 
from Max: A Book of Friend-
ship,” a series of letters written 
between herself and Max Ritvo, a 
student of hers at Yale University 
who battled and ultimately passed 
away from Ewing’s sarcoma, 
a form of soft tissue cancer. 

Nex t  yea r ’s  Sympo -
s i u m  t e a c h e r ,  M i c h e l l e 
Schloss, has been a fan of Ms. 
Ruhl’s work since college. 

“It was in a college theater 
class that I first encountered her 
work,” she said. “After I first saw 
her play ‘Eurydice,’ I was enam-
ored and went on a bit of a kick.” 

Ms. Schloss also called 
attention to the beauty of 
Mrs. Ruhl’s work. “She takes 
ancient and universal ideas 

Gleason to be new Director of Upper School 
The search committee 

and Head of School Thomas 
Dillow recently appointed Dr. 
Dan Gleason as the new director 
of the Upper School, who will 
be joining KO on July 1, 2019. 

The search committee, 
comprised of administrators 
and faculty, worked alongside 
Carney Sandoe & Associates to 
hire a leader who is committed to 
curricular leadership and innova-
tion, student leadership, profes-
sional growth and learning, as 
well as diversity and inclusion. 

A total of 60 people applied 
for the position, and the agency 
screened them, before providing 
the search committee with around 
20 candidates. The committee 
then read through their resumes 
and chose 10 people to video 
conference with. After that, the 
committee invited four people 
to campus to spend a day at KO 
and meet the community. The 
committee then collectively recom-
mended Dr. Gleason to Mr. Dillow, 
who offered him the position. 

Dr. Gleason has a diverse 
background in administrative 
and teaching experience. He 
has a Master’s degree in educa-
tion administration and a PhD in 
English. He served as the Director 
of Academic Programs at the Illi-

nois Mathematics and Science 
Academy, which is a selective 
residential magnet school. He 
is currently the English Depart-
ment Chair at Maine East High 
School in Park Ridge, Illinois. 

Interim Director of the 
Upper School Carolyn McKee 
said that Dr. Gleason seemed very 
thoughtful and intelligent. “He 
has had lots of experience with 
curricular work,” she said. “He’s 
someone who would naturally fit 
into this role and community.” 

M r.  D i l l o w  s a i d  h e 
agreed that Dr. Gleason was a 
good fit for the school. “I was 
impressed by what a thoughtful 
educator he was,” he said. “Dan 
is student centered, which was 
the most important character-
istic that we were looking for.”

Mr. Dillow said that he 
was impressed when Dr. Gleason 
asked if he could see more classes 
during his visit at KO. “The fact 
that he took initiative to do that and 
engaged so easily with students 
and faculty was an indication to me 
that this was the kind of educator 

we wanted to have here,” he said. 
Director of the Middle 

School Ann Sciglimpaglia said 
she is thrilled Dr. Gleason will be 
joining this community and thinks 
the committee did a great job. “The 
two biggest things that stood out 
was how amazingly bright he 
is and he stood out as a person 
with a super high EQ,” she said. 

Director of Academic Skills 
Jackie Rubin agreed that Dr. 
Gleason has amazing interper-
sonal skills. “He was very willing 
to take the time to learn about 
the school and listen,” she said. 

As the new director of 
the Upper School, Dr. Gleason 
will be responsible for working 
closely with the department chairs 
and teachers to oversee all of 
the operations and management 
of the Upper School. He will 
be in charge of student growth, 
the curriculum, faculty growth 
and development, budget, and 
admissions in the Upper School. 

Dr. Gleason said that he is 
excited to join KO and is looking 
forward to curricular innovation. 

“It is an incredible opportunity 
to work with motivated students 
and accomplished faculty,” he 
said. “I am really interested in 
deep and authentic learning and 
getting students to care about 
what they are doing, take owner-
ship, and trying new things.”

Ms. Sciglimpaglia said that 
Dr. Gleason will help the school 
move forward. “He will push and 
move the school in great ways,” 
she said. “He’s a great accessor 
of what a school needs; he will 
help to make those decisions.”

Ms.  McKee said  she 
agreed that she looks forward 
to change. “It’s always nice to 
have a fresh set of eyes, and Dr. 
Gleason brings a lot of expertise.” 

Mr. Dillow said that Dr. 
Gleason’s collaborative spirit 
will be beneficial for the school. 
“He is interested in working with 
faculty and staff to ensure that our 
students have wonderful opportu-
nities for learning and growth.” 

T h e  K O  c o m m u -
nity is looking forward to 
welcoming Dr. Gleason in July. 

by Esha Kataria ’20

by Jaden DiMauro ’20 and sticks them in very normal 
situations,” Ms. Schloss said.  

As Ms. Ruhl is primarily a 
playwright, Ms. Schloss hopes to 
integrate the KO theater depart-
ment into the Symposium program. 

Ms. Schloss said that 
the theater department even 
plans on putting on one of Ms. 
Ruhl’s plays for the fall play. 

Those Form Six students 
who take Symposium next year 
will focus exclusively on Ms. 
Ruhl’s work, reading both her 
plays and essays. Additionally, the 
students will visit all other English 
classes throughout the Middle 
School and Upper School to each a 
class about Ms. Ruhl and her work. 

We look  fo rward  to 
Ms. Ruhl’s visit next winter 
and can’t wait to welcome 
her into the prestigious ranks 
of Baird Symposium guests. 

New Head of Upper School Dr. Dan 
Gleason smiles wide for the camera. 
Photo courtesy of Dr.  Gleason. 

Sarah Ruhl thoughtfully poses for the camara. Photo courtesy of Google images. 
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Speakers’ Forum finalists compete
by Sloan Duvall ’21

After three weeks of preparation and 
two preliminary rounds, five sophomores 
took the podium in Roberts Theatre on April 
12 to compete in the finals of the Speakers’ 
Forum competition. Out of the 91 competi-
tors, sophomore Olivia Pear came out on top. 

Started by former English teacher and 
forensic union advisor, Robert Googins, 
the Speakers’ Forum competition has been 
going on for 25 years at KO and is a part 
of the Form Four English curriculum that 
students and faculty alike look forward to. 

Speakers’ Forum is made up of 
three rounds, and participation is required 
for all sophomore English students. “It 
usually takes two to three weeks to get 
through the Speakers’ Forum part of the 
curriculum,” English teacher and Speakers’ 
Forum coordinator Ron Monroe said. 

All sophomore students start by 
selecting a published work of fiction or poetry. 
Passages must have “literary merit” and take 
approximately four to six minutes to read. 

Many sophomores found this to be 
the most challenging part of the process. 
“It was difficult to choose what piece to 
pick because I didn’t know if I wanted 
to go the funny, sad, or scary route,” 
sophomore Shreeya Chalikonda said. 

Olivia, the first place winner, used 
an interesting strategy to choose her piece, 
“My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You 
She’s Sorry” by Fredrik Backman. “I 
picked my piece by reading through the 
climactic moments of books out loud,” 
Olivia said. “I ended up choosing one 
of my all time favorite books because I 
have a really strong emotional connec-
tion to it, and it means a lot to me.” 

After choosing their pieces, students 
dove into writing their introductions and 

practicing their passages. The sopho-
more class all prepared in different ways. 
“I annotated my story so I knew where 
to emphasize or slow down,” sophomore 
semi-finalist Sydney Smith said. Sopho-
more Adam Paszczuk utilized online 
resources to help him learn his piece. “I 
prepared by watching other renditions 
of what I would be saying,” Adam said.  

In the preliminary classroom 
round, students were graded by both their 
teachers and their peers. The two students 
with the highest combined average from 
each class moved on to the semi-finals. 

They were judged on seven catego-
ries: quality and helpfulness of introduction, 
polish, and familiarity with work, under-
standing of selection, voice quality, diction, 
quality of delivery, and appeal of selection. 

Sophomore English teachers all agree 
that standing in front of your class and deliv-
ering a four to six-minute reading is no easy 

task. “Standing up and doing that in front of 
your peers can be nerve-racking, but is ulti-
mately a really good experience,” English 
teacher David Hild said.  English teacher 
William Martino said he agreed with Mr. 
Hild and was impressed with the student’s 
eagerness to perform. “I was just so proud of 
everyone getting up there,” Mr. Martino said. 

The selected semifinalists gath-
ered in Tomasso on Tuesday, April 9 
for the second round of competition. 

These semifinalists were sophomores 
Lily Brezenoff, Sydney Dwyer, Braden 
Flowers, Isabella Herz, Izzy Jacobson, 
Jaden Paladino, Emma Henry, Olivia Pear, 
Ethan Raisner, Issy Rome, Sydney Smith, 
Brie Toedt, Chris Morris, Isabel Berke-
meyer, Jaden Weinstein, Sadie Margolis, 
and Tori Swanson. A panel of four teachers, 
judged this round of competition. Ethan 
said this round felt almost the same as the 
first round. “The semi-finals were not very 

different from in the classroom,” Ethan said. 
“I prepared the same way and I think I said 
my piece the same way I did the first time.”

After votes were tallied up, Chris 
Morris, Isabel Berkemeyer, Emma Henry, 
Olivia Pear, and Sadie Margolis were 
headed to the finals. However, due to a 
prior commitment, Sadie was unable to 
participate in the finals and her spot was 
given to Tori Swanson. The finals were 
emceed by Elan Stadelman, junior member 
of the Forensic Union. He introduced each 
speaker and entertained the audience with 
anecdotes of his time on Forensic Union. 

All five contestants delivered 
polished and passionate readings in front 
of the entire Upper School in Roberts 
Theater. Emma read a basketball game 
scene from “The Absolutely True Diary of 
a Part-Time Indian.” Isabel and Chris both 
read a passage from the novel, “The Hate 
You Give,” which depicts police brutality 
and African American youth in America. 

Tori read a stirring piece from “If 
I Stay,” a novel about a girl trapped in 
a coma. Lastly, Olivia read an exciting 
excerp t  f rom “My Grandmother 
Asked Me to Tell You She’s Sorry.” 

With the results in, Tori came in 
fifth place, Chris came in fourth place, 
Isabel came in third place, Emma placed 
second and Olivia took first place. Olivia 
and Emma both described the experi-
ence as fun, but also slightly stressful. 
“It was nerve-racking until I got up to 
the podium,” Olivia said, “then I kind of 
just blacked out for a solid six minutes.” 

All in all, Form Four seemed to find  
the Speakers’ Forum to be a unique expe-
rience that was both challenging and fun. 

“ T h i s  w h o l e  e x p e r i e n c e 
might have been one of my favorite 
things all year,” Mr. Martino said. 

Venezuelans visit KO campus 
by Ciara Chagnon ’ 21

 From Monday,  Apri l  8 to 
Wednesday, April 10, 12 students from 
Venezuela visited the KO campus and 
attended Spanish classes—as well as 
various other KO classes—with their hosts. 

The students, who stay in a nearby 
hotel in Hartford, were grouped with KO 
students who brought them to classes and 
gave them a tour of the school. This program 
is just another extension of the KO Spanish 
department’s efforts to give students a 
deeper understanding of the language.

Spanish teacher Brenda Semmelrock 
started this program 18 years ago, after she 
was inspired by her own visit to Venezuela. 
This year, juniors and seniors in Spanish 
teachers Lynn Schork’s and Juan Martinez’s 
classes participated in hosting the students. 

“We assign them to Spanish 4, 
4H, 5 and 5 AP classes, as that is a good 
level for our students to practice Spanish 
and for them to practice English,” Ms. 
Schork said. This grouping was also to 
ensure that students were close in age. 

“They are all  seniors gradu-
ating this year, so it is nice to connect 
with s tudents  from KO who are 
about their age,” Ms. Schork added. 

Classes were broken up into 
groups of four and were each assigned 

one Venezuelan student. Junior Juanita 
Asaphokai explained that her group was 
just showing them what life is like at KO. 
“We also get the whole class together 
and we just talk to them and we asked 
them a bunch of questions,” Juanita said. 

Senior Sydni Jett enjoyed bringing the 
Venezuelan students to her classes. “In some 
classes they participated, which was fun,” 
she said. “The hardest part was making sure 
they were comfortable in class even though 
they didn’t know what was going on.”

Juanita said she thought hosting the 
Venezuelan students was a great way to work 
on her Spanish. “It’s so cool because I’ve got 
to experience speaking Spanish and see how 
limited my language abilities are,” she joked. 
“I think our language department is focused 
on not just teaching people language on paper 
but also incorporating cultural aspects to it.”

The trip, which was organized by the 
Guayamuri School teachers in Venezuela, 
didn’t stop at KO. The Venezuelan students 
also visited New York City and Boston. 
Times Square, Central Park, and Rockefeller 
Center were just some of the sights they’ve 
experienced while visiting the United States. 

In Connecticut, they went to 
Six Flags and a trampoline park, as 
well as attending an ice cream social 
with KO students on Tuesday, April 9, 
followed by ice skating in West Hartford. 

“It’s a school trip, so it’s an oppor-
tunity the school gives to us, and it’s 
really fun to come here. It’s different 
here,” a visiting Venezuelan student said. 

Aside from sightseeing, visiting 
students also went to the mall and various 
stores, and bought hygiene supplies and 
medications (such as Advil) to bring 
back to Venezuela. “They’ll be here all 
day, going basically drugstore shop-
ping,” Ms. Schork said. “They don’t 
have any toothpaste, no hygiene prod-
ucts, stuff like that,” she explained. 

The program seems to be enjoyed by 
both Venezuelan and KO students alike and 
will be continued in the years to come. “It’s a 
once in a lifetime opportunity,” Juanita said.

“I think our language 
department is focused 
on not just teaching 
people language on 
paper but also incorpo-
rating cultural aspects 
to it.”

– Juanita Asapokhai 

The  five Speakers Forum finalists smile and hold their well deserved awards after performing their 
interpretive reading pieces for the Kingswood Oxford community. Photo by Jacqueline Pisani. 

Kingswood Oxford students hang out with Venezuelan stidents visiting from the Guayamuri School, 
as they pose outside Mead Dining Hall near the turf field. Photo by Nicholas Hamzavi ’20. 
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The editorials below represent the collective 
opinion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Benjamin Waldman, Kate Betts, 
Mackenzie McDonald, Noah Stanton, Kelly Malo-
ney, Alec Rossi, Lauren Barnes, Gwyneth McDon-
ald and Sasha Bash.

The editorials below represent the collective 
opinion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Jaden DiMauro, Esha Kataria, Alys-
sa Pilecki, Juliana Kulak, Ishaa Sohail, Kush Kataria, 
Madeline Arcaro, Sophia Kaufman Luv Kataria, 
Niki Taylor, Bella Leuschner, and Alma Clark.
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 Once a week during a flex free 
period, juniors gather in the college advising 
office for a VQV class designed to prepare 
students for the college process. College 
advisors have worked hard to prepare 
students for the college process and lower the 
stress associated with applying to college. 

 However, recently, VQV has 
had its shortcomings. Bogged down with 
homework, standardized testing, and APs, 
it is important for juniors that each free 
period is utilized carefully and purpose-
fully. The college advising office has been 
mindful in recognizing that our workload 
is immense, but some of the things we 
have been doing in VQV have caused me 
to question their purpose/significance.

The KO News believes there are two 
central issues to the VQV program: 1) The 
content sometimes lacks urgency. 2) The 
content is sometimes too vague or detached 
from the reality of the college process. 

To start, some of the activities we have 
done include registering for the PSAT, filling 
out the Common App, taking personality 
quizzes, and adding colleges on Naviance. 
We understand that these activities all have 
their importance and some students do need 
that time slot carved out for them. But we 
want to point out that these things are all 
activities that can be done on our own. The 
introduction to the activity for the first 15-20 
minutes is useful, but then for students who 
can do it on their own time, moving along 
at the slow pace of everyone else can be a 
waste of time.  Similar to the way college 
advising set a deadline for our personal state-

ments, we think it would be a good idea to 
do the same with some of these other things. 

One way to improve the VQV 
program is to design activities that are 
engaging with the process directly. We 
liked one activity we did with the extracur-
riculars list on the Common App where we 
brainstormed extracurriculars and ranked 
them. But we never got to finish or have 
a follow up discussion after that. We kind 
of left it in the middle, and after that class, 
it wasn’t even mentioned. More personal-
ized feedback would make that activity 
more meaningful to us in the long run. 

Just last week, we spent the hour 
closing our eyes, imagining our homes and 
describing how our rooms look.  We under-
stand that this is supposed to develop us 
as writers and push us to “show, not tell.” 
College advisors have been doing a great 
job helping us with our personal statements, 
working closely with the English depart-
ment to help with that process. But instead 
of using that hour to write about something 
irrelevant, we feel like we should have been 
working on our personal statements directly. 

Now don’t get us wrong; we think 
VQV is helpful, informative, and useful. It is 
definitely a step in the right direction in terms 
of getting juniors a head start on the college 
process and lowering stress levels. But it can 
be even more reflective and engaging than 
it is right now. We get that not everyone can 
be happy or satisfied. There will always be 
complaints, ways to improve, whining. But 
we hope that some of these suggestions speak 
to the ultimate goals of the VQV program.

VQV consumes time

Perpetuating 
honest dialogue

Well, this is quite surreal. As an opin-
ions writer at heart, this column has always 
been a sort of Holy Grail, a clean slate at the 
front of the paper on which one can convey 
to the KO community a message they feel 
passionately about. I’ve been a part of the 
KO News for just about three years now, 
and have had the pleasure of reading three 
former Editor-In-Chief’s -- Noah Stanton, 
Hannah Bash and Ben Small -- monthly 
columns, each time feeling a small pang of 
envy. Now that I am now in their position, 
I feel it necessary to, with my first column, 
provide a brief insight into how I got to 
where I am now and what you can expect 
to see in this iteration of “A Wyvern’s Tale.” 

My KO News journey has been, in 
itself, rather unusual, but it might never 
have been had it not been for a mundane 
scheduling error on my first day at KO. The 
art class I had signed up for ended up being 
full, so needed to choose another elective. 
I went home that night and pored over the 
list of possible electives, remaining woefully 
indecisive until my mom, probably in an 
attempt to put me out of my misery, made 
the fateful suggestion: “Why don’t you just 
take journalism?” As I couldn’t decide on 
anything else, and had always had something 
of an affinity for writing (although I had 
never really cared for it), journalism it was. 

After completing journalism in the 
first semester of my freshman year, I began 
my tenure on the KO News as an associate 
Opinions editor. Opinions had not been one 
of my top choices, and while I had never 
lacked opinions, I had always been hesi-
tant to share them with others out of fear of 
judgement or disagreement. As I began to 
write for the paper however, I was encour-
aged to begin to branch out and share some 
of my political opinions -- a topic which I am 
especially passionate about -- even though 
they could be controversial. After my first 
political article was printed, I was quite 
nervous. I was unsure of the reaction that my 
opinion would elicit among my peers and 
even teachers. While I did receive responses 
-- both positive and negative -- they were, 
for the most part, from people who wanted 
to continue the conversation I had begun 
in the piece in a dialectical manner, some-
thing which I was thrilled to do. After that 
first article, I discovered that through my 
writing, I could create an avenue through 
which I could converse with people who 
I may not have otherwise interacted with 
about topics which we were both passionate 
about, whether or not we agreed or not. As 

by Jaden DiMauro ’20 I continued to write, and subsequently have 
conversation about my writing, my confi-
dence began to build, and I could feel my 
freshman timidity begin to slowly ebb away. 

This newfound confidence rolled 
over to my sophomore year, as I decided 
to take a chance and attempt to create my 
own section: the Reviews section. I was 
ultimately successful, and, for the first three 
months, had to take on the responsibility of 
soliciting, writing, and editing articles for 
a three page section all on my own. This 
not only forced me to improve my then 
suspect time management skills, but also to 
continue to improve my interpersonal skills. 

As my junior year of high school and 
third KO News year began, my solo career 
came to an end, as, for the first time, I had 
associate editors. This meant that I was not 
only responsible for my own work, but also 
for teaching my new editors the ins and outs 
of the KO News and making sure that they 
would be prepared to run the section once 
I was gone. Lucky for me, I hit the jackpot 
and over the past year, have had the privi-
lege to watch and help my three associate 
editors, all of whom are fantastic writers and 
who have an evident passion for writing and 
journalism, grow, not only as editors, but as 
people. The joviality, inside jokes, and even 
the group chat made News Days at 8:00 on a 
Sunday morning something to look forward 
to, and I can honestly say that the one thing I 
am most proud of over my KO News career 
has been seeing all of three of my asso-
ciates, in less than a year of being on the 
paper, become heads of the Reviews, Opin-
ions and Investigative Journalism sections 
of the paper respectively. Niki, Bella, and 
Madeline, thank you for making the past 
year of the KO News such a great one.

But I digress. I have been sitting at 
my desk for quite a while thinking of how to 
wrap this up and I’ve decided that it’s with a 
promise to you, the reader. I promise, in the 
ten installments of “A Wyvern’s Tale” I will 
write as Editor-In-Chief, to be honest and 
genuine in my thoughts and opinions. That 
is, if I feel strongly enough about something 
to put it here in print, what you will read will 
be my unabridged thoughts, just as if I were 
talking to you face to face. I believe this 
approach to be intrinsic, not only to building 
a culture of honesty, openness and respect, 
but also to fostering civil dialectic among 
individuals or groups who may not see eye to 
eye on one, or many issues and ideas. It is my 
hope to utilize whatever influence this space 
has to promote this agenda and leave the KO 
News and the KO community a better, safer 
intellectual space than when I entered it.  Alma Clark ’20 did not complete this cartoon during a VQV session. 
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Juniors enjoy (prom)ising night

The junior class danced the 
night away at their city themed 
prom on Saturday, March 30. 

Over 100 students met 
in the cafeteria from 7-11 p.m. 
to dance, enjoy dinner and 
dessert, take pictures in the 
photo booth, and admire the 
sparkly metropolitan decor.

It all began over 4 months ago 
when a group of junior parents got 
together and began planning prom. 

Led by junior parent Charna 
Kaufman, many KO volunteers 
worked to brainstorm ideas, order 
decorations and set up prom. 

Form Five Dean David 
Hild bridged the gap between 
the parent prom planners and 
the students. “My role is to act 
as a liaison between the parents, 
who do the majority of the work 
to make the prom successful,” 
said Mr. Hild, “and the kids 
who ultimately go to the prom.” 

Juniors were given the 
opportunity to vote on which 
theme they wanted the most for 
prom. “About five options were 
sent out on a Google form,” 
junior Anusha Memon said. 

“There was a Paris-themed 
one, a circus-themed one and a 
city-themed one among others.” 

by Sloan Duvall ’19 Ultimately, the theme “Big City, 
Bright Lights” won and was 
announced to the junior class 
at a form breakfast where invi-
tations were also passed out. 

The invitation detailed the 
theme, time, place, and price of 
prom, which was $50. Mr. Hild was 
responsible for collecting RSVPs 
and money from the junior students. 

According to Mr. Hild, 
around 80 out of the 96 junior 
students chose to attend prom. 
“We had 101 kids go,” Mr. 
Hild said. “Not everyone in 
the 101 was juniors, however. 
Some were underclassmen, 
seniors, or off campus kids.” 

On March 30, the festivities 

began at 6 p.m. at junior Amelia 
Levine’s house for prom photos. 

The Levine family graciously 
offered to host pre-prom photos 
for the entire grade at their West 
Hartford home in their backyard. 

“I wanted to host because I 
wanted everyone to be included 
in something for prom,” Amelia 
said. “It turned out to work really 
well, and it was a lot of fun.” 

Parents were even invited 
to stay after the juniors left to 
enjoy a catered dinner where 
everything from salad to pasta to 
chicken parmesan was offered. 

“ I t  w a s  r e a l l y  n i c e 
of Amelia’s family to host 
everyone,” junior John Doar said.

Jun io r s  then  a r r ived 
at KO for the main event. 

The cafeteria was trans-
formed into a sparkling city 
complete with a giant cityscape, 
glowing lights everywhere, 
and even real park benches. 

Balloon bouquets, silver 
chandeliers, flashing stars and 
confetti dusted table cloths 
all added to the glitz and 
glamour of the decorations. 

Overall, the guests seemed 
to be extremely impressed with 
the prom decor. “I thought the 
moms did a really good job with 
the decorations,” junior Molly 
Jones said. “Everything was so 
beautiful in the cafe; it looked 

nothing like it usually does.” 
Junior Ben Zamstein said he 

was also pleased with the decora-
tions. “The parents did a really 
good job setting it up,” he said. 

Another big hit of prom was 
the food. Provided by Chef Woerlen 
and Sage Dining, there were plen-
tiful options for food, including 
Caesar salad, burger sliders, pasta, 
french fries, and punch to drink. 

For dessert, there were 
cupcakes and many chocolate 
covered treats including pretzels, 
marshmallows, and strawberries. 

Students really enjoyed 

“I thought the 
moms did a really 
good job with 
the decorations 
Everything was 
so beautiful in 
the cafe it looked 
nothing like it 
usually does.”

–Molly Jones 

“The dancing 
is always fun 
because it 
brings everyone 
together.”

–Jacqueline 
Dugan 

the buffet. “The food was really 
good,” sophomore Henry Krieble 
said. Senior Nell Schwartz said 
she especially loved the dessert 
buffet. “I loved the choco-
late covered strawberries,” she 
said. “That was the best part.” 

Another fun aspect of 
prom was the music and dancing.
Music was provided by Boppers 
Entertainment company, and the 
DJ played a variety of genres 
including pop, rap, and even 
some disco hits. Artists such 
as Ariana Grande, The Jonas 
Brothers, and Cardi B were played. 

“The DJ was really good 
because he played a lot of throw-
backs,” junior Remy McCoy said. 

Senior Jacqueline Dugan 
said she enjoyed dancing with 
her friends. “The dancing is 
always fun because it brings 
everyone together,” she said. 
However, there were some mixed 
reviews on the music with juniors 
commenting on too many songs 
in Spanish and not enough rap.  

Overall, the dance has been 
deemed a success by juniors, 
outside guests, and chaperones 
alike. “The vast majority of the kids 
I spoke to said they enjoyed it and 
they had fun,” Mr. Hild said. “Trust 
me, I have been to a lot of junior 
proms, and it was a good prom.” 

KO hosts their first ever  
Students of Color Summit
by Aakash Gunturu ’22

On Sunday, March 3, 
Director of Diversity, Inclusion, 
and Cultural Competency Joan 
Edwards, along with the help of 
student organizers junior Josie 
Pinero and senior Ananya Alleyne, 
hosted Kingswood Oxford’s first 
Students of Color Summit where 
students of all races could speak 
openly about their thoughts. 

The student-led summit 
attracted many students of color 
from different backgrounds. Ms. 
Edwards said that a combination 
of independent and private schools 
attended. “We had 60 people sign 
up, but we had some schools that 
weren’t able to make it,” she said. 

Even without the missing 
schools, more than 40 students 
attended. Throughout this event, 
there were many small and large 
discussion groups running. 

The event started with 
icebreakers followed by panels 
about separate topics. Some 
topics included, “breaking the 
status quo,” “bursting the narra-
tive,” and “showing strength 
where weakness is expected.” 

After a short break for lunch, 
the students broke off into affinity 
groups with leaders to speak 
personally about a specific topic. 
Each group spoke about issues, 
approaches, and other obser-
vations which tied the summit 
together. The main goal of the 

summit was to have a student-
led discussion about cultures. 

Co-founder of the Girls of 
Color club Ananya had similar 
goals for the summit. She said 
she believed it would show that 
students of a similar race can relate 
to others with similar ideas, prob-
lems, and solutions. She talked 
about the environment they tried to 
create in discussions at the summit. 
“People knowing that they’re not 
the only one who thinks that way 
about something and not like 
there’s a lot of other people sharing 
the same ideas is nice,” she said.

The creation of the King-
swood Oxford Students of Color 
Summit was planned after KO 
students  attended a similar type 
of event at the Loomis Chaffee 
School. “I know when we were at 
the summit at Loomis, it was just a 
lot of fun and you’re able to speak 
about things you don’t get to speak 
about normally,” Ananya said. She 
said that this was the main reason 
she and the other organizers hosted 
a Students of Color Summit at KO.

Ms. Edwards and Ananya 
had different takes on the number 
of people in sessions at the summit. 
“I like that there were fewer people 
in smaller groups,” Ananya said. 
“People were able to talk and 
speak up because there weren’t 
as many people there, and then 
when you’re in smaller discussion, 
everyone is able to talk more.” 

On the other hand, Ms. 

Edwards said she believes if 
even more students attended, 
then the summit would open up 
to even richer conversations, 
with more ideas and thoughts. 

Freshman Amrita Natarajan 
said it was a great opportunity. 
“I liked how everyone was able 
to come together and share their 
stories. I felt really connected with 
the other students, and I felt it was 
really important to hear the other 
students’ experiences,” she said.

Ms. Edwards, Ananya, and 
Amrita felt the same about why 
people should come to the summit 
in the future. “I think it is a nice 
way for people to learn more about 
each other and each other’s cultures 
and communities,” Amrita said. 

Ananya said she enjoyed the 
summit. “It feels like a different 
atmosphere, and people can be 
very open,” Ananya said. The 
final result of the summit was an 
outstanding success and the people 
that attended the event enjoyed it. 

“Overall it let people know 
they’re not the only ones who 
think the same way about some-
thing, and there are a lot more 
people who share the same ideas 
and think that way,” Ananya said. 
Together, the summit organizers 
said they agreed that it was a 
good time and people learned a 
lot about other people’s cultures. 
The success of this year’s summit 
provides an indication of making 
this an annual event for KO.    

by Aidan O’Loughlin ’20

This  year,  the  Legal 
Wyverns made it farther than ever 
before in the Mock Trial competi-
tion. In the past, they have come 
up against strong teams early in 
the competition and been elimi-
nated early on in the season. This 
changed this year when they 
received a favorable start, that let 
them build up enough momentum 
to win their next couple trials, 
bringing them to the semi-finals. 

The Legal Wyverns went 
up against a difficult opponent 
in the semi-finals. The results 
were close, but much to the 
dismay of the mock trial team, 
the trial ended in a loss for KO. 

“I  thought  the  t eam 
performed as well as any mock 
trial team I have ever seen,” senior 
captain Tom Betts said. “Both 
direct and cross examinations went 
well, and our lawyers made objec-
tions and defended them success-
fully. This was the furthest our 
team has ever made it in the tourna-
ment, and for good reason; this was 
possibly the best mock trial team 
KO has ever had. Being a senior 
and leading attorney was made 
easy by the experience and skill 
of younger members of the team.”

Senior captain Mia Seymour 
said she agreed with Tom’s senti-
ments. “I was really disappointed,” 
she said, “not in how we performed, 
but in the outcome. I don’t think 

we could have performed better, 
but it’s unfortunate that we did not 
get the outcome we wanted. But 
we have so much to be proud of.” 

While the team lost, they 
still performed incredibly well 
in their semi-final trial. “It is 
very disappointing that we lost 
the semi-final because as an 
observer I felt we clearly outper-
formed the other team,” Tom said. 

Regardless of the outcome 
of the trial the team was very 
thankful for the help provided by 
the coaches. The team led by Ryan 
Costantini, Theresa Ravalese, and 
Judge Budzick. “The coaching of 
Ms. Ravelese, Judge Budzik, and 
especially Mr. C helped us form 
a highly competitive team that 
had a mastery of both the facts of 
this years case and of the skills 
involved in mock trial,” Tom said. 

This trial marked the end 
of the season for the team, and 
the end of four seniors’ mock trial 
careers. Tom, Mia, senior captain 
Mike Autorino, and senior Matt 
Safalow are all now done. Tom 
had some final advice for the team 
that he is leaving behind now. 

“I would encourage the team 
not to give up, as the majority of 
the team will be returning next year 
so we will have another chance 
to make the final next year.” 

So, while the seniors 
may be leaving, their support 
goes out to the rest of the team, 
wishing success next season. 

Legal Wyverns 
lose in semifinals
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Turning over new leaf with Taylor Swift 
by Dan Carroll ’19

Taylor Swift strikes a sassy pose for her“Red” album cover in an iconic outfit in 2012. Photo  courtesy of Google.

As fun as it is to burn all 
your bridges senior year, I’d like 
to end my KO News Opinions 
tenure with an apology. It’s one 
that has been weighing on my 
conscience for the past few months. 

I want to apologize to 
Taylor Swift.  For the past 
several years I have done her 
music wrong, and I feel bad. 

But I have had my Come-
to-Jesus moment with Swift’s 
music, and my failures and 
redemptions start  and end 
with her 2012 album “Red.”

“Red” is now seven years 
old, a.k.a. old enough to conjure 
up the nostalgia and sweetness of 
2012, a time when Obama was pres-
ident and white people assumed 
we’d defeated racism for good. 

When looking at how 
this album fits into Swift’s 
career,  i t  can be  reason-
ably called her turning point. 

Years from now, when 
the dust of the past two decades 
has settled and we all have chil-
dren of our own, they will ask us, 
“Mommy, Daddy, how did Taylor 
Swift seamlessly maneuver from 
country darling to pop icon?” 
And the answer will be found in 
“Red,” which is the album when 
Swift most evenly rode that line, 
and the last one before she would 
return with “1989” to claim the 
pop star title she always deserved. 

But “Red” represents so 
much more, because its popu-
larity and success also marked 
the moment when Taylor Swift 
became an unavoidable cultural 
force amongst my generation and 
a rife target for boys looking to put 
women down and feel superior.

In elementary school my 
classmates and I, newly exposed 
to the internet and its many 
forms of misogyny, spent our 
lunchtimes calling Justin Bieber 
gay and slut-shaming Taylor 
Swift, always crossing the lines 
towards more and more inappro-
priate and derogatory comments. 

We were way too young to 
know what ‘slut’ and other slurs 
meant and did not understand 
that these words are not harm-
less (That isn’t a valid excuse 
for this behavior, it is the truth). 
By middle school, I was proudly 
calling myself a straight ally, but 
I was not yet over Taylor Swift, 
still wondering, “Why does this 
chick keep singing about these 
boys that broke her heart? Who 
cares? Can she please shut up 
and stop whining?” In middle 
school, the cosmos of music 

revolved around the album “Save 
Rock and Roll” by Fall Out Boy. 

S w i f t  w a s  a  s a t e l -
lite that crashed in my back-
yard every few years with 
a new hairstyle and sound. 

Over the years, I developed 
strong attachments to artists like 
Kanye West whom I could never 
betray by liking a Taylor Swift 
song, and gravitated toward cool, 
underground, little-known indie 
bands like Radiohead and Neutral 
Milk Hotel who were making what 
I referred to as “real music.” I even 
wrote an article last year about why 
I thought “Look What You Made 
Me Do” is a bad song (Though 
the song is clunky and awkward, 
the article mostly argues that it’s 
because she chose to diss Kanye 
West, an artist to whom I have more 
loyalty than I do to some of my 

close friends. Over the years I have 
followed Swift and West’s compli-
cated relationship and have tried to 
understand her side of the story, but 
my empathy only extends so far).

“Red” deals specifically 
with Swift’s own history. The 
album contributes experiences 
from her real (and public) rela-
tionships to songs about heartbreak 
(“I Knew You Were Trouble,” All 
Too Well,” “Sad Beautiful Tragic,” 
“Red”), songs about volatile rela-
tionships careening toward heart-
break (“Treacherous,” “Stay Stay 
Stay,” “The Last Time”), and 
songs where she pretends she isn’t 
upset about her heartbreak (“22,” 
“We Are Never Ever Getting 
Back Together”). All things that 
involved vulnerability and I 
didn’t care for a few years ago.

The song “I Knew You Were 
Trouble” covers those first two 
categories well. When working in 

conjunction with the music video, 
it becomes a microcosm for the rest 
of the album. The video finds Swift 
in a teenage fantasy of contempo-
rary Bonnie & Clyde and classic 
Americana—bar fights with bikers, 
striking out West, and muscle cars 
leaving dry heat in their wake. But 
before the viewer can fully revel 
in the fleeting glory of her fantasy, 
she cuts these scenes between 
a rave (the site of their breakup) 
and the morning after the rave. 
She wanders through the literal 
wreckage of their relationship 
the morning after. Head down, 
clothes ripped, dirty and tired, 
this is Taylor Swift how we have 
never seen her before. But it’s hard 
to get a grip on any of this because 
these scenes, these memories, cut 
back and forth right when you get 
comfortable. In this kaleidoscope 

of memory, lust, love, fear, regret, 
and anger are a package deal. 

As we watch Swift stumble 
through the desert and listen to her 
wail through the electric guitars 
and wobbling bass, it begs a ques-
tion that Swift attempts to answer 
throughout the album: Once you’ve 
been hurt on the inside, how do 
you stop hurting and heal? And 
will it ever stop? Middle school 
me did not care about questions 
like these, but high school me did.

In my last two years of high 
school, I learned that relationships 
and emotions can be a big deal. Of 
course, that wasn’t all I learned. 

I learned about the the 
hunger for another body, and how 
it can consume your own, and 
how easy it is to come undone 
when the sun goes down, and 
about the mornings when sleep’s 
gossamer sticks to your brain 
and you can wrap your dreams 

in your arms and squeeze them 
into a shape resembling a person. 

I learned about the cycles 
your brain can get stuck in, 
and the weights you can feel 
trapped under, and the holes 
that you can dig for yourself. 

And Radiohead is cool, but 
they capture a more existential 
sadness and don’t scratch the itch 
you get while crying in your car 
about a girl. So one night, while 
coming down from one of these 
episodes, I listened to “Red.”

“Red” started to make more 
sense as a piece of pop mythology: 
a collection of stories in the saga of 
who Swift dated, when, and why 
they’re no longer together. But like 
myths, pop songs can be instilled 
with lessons, promises of how to 
do better, and directions for how to 
get there. In Red, the listener must 

wait until the end for these things.
“Begin Again” is “Red’s” 

closer, and it’s a stark contrast 
from an album full of songs 
about passion that burns until 
it explodes. “Begin Again” is a 
piece of gentle folk pop about 
new love and the possibilities 
that come with it. While songs 
like “Red” and “Treacherous” 
find Swift falling into dangerous, 
fiery love affairs and ignoring the 
consequences, “Begin Again” 
finds her on a proper date. She 
and her date eat, talk about their 
favorite music, make each other 
laugh, and take things slow. 

In the music video, she 
wanders Paris on a spring morning 
before locking eyes with a boy 
across a cafe. The song ends 
with her starting anew, singing, 
“I've been spending the last eight 
months/Thinking all love ever 
does is break and burn and end/

But on a Wednesday in a cafe I 
watched it begin again.” If the 
question that “Red” is leading us 
towards is “How do you salve 
heartbreak?” then she comes to 
us with an answer in this song: 
sometimes all you need is a quiet 
morning, the kind where you don’t 

regret what you said last night, or 
you can at least forgive yourself 
for what you did and didn’t do. 

Sometimes the only thing 
needed is a day when you can 
feel the cool morning air on your 
skin and your old lovers fading 
from your mind. All some of us 
need is the hope that there are 
kinder days coming. There are 
gentler people up the road. There 
are calmer days on the horizon.

So now I come with armfuls 
of apologies for so many things, 
but first for how I talked about 
Taylor Swift. Because for years 
I didn’t understand how Swift 

So now I come 
with armfuls of 
apologies for 
so many things, 
but first for how 
I talked about 
Taylor Swift.

could write songs and entire 
albums about love and boys and 
other dangerous and painful things. 

But now I come to you 
now with a mouth full of praises, 
for I see the beauty in that. 

In keeping records of all the 
times you crashed like a muscle 
car against a wall, but picked your-
self up in time for the last chorus. 

Of all times you were crying 
and screaming in the dirty aftermath 
you saw coming from the start. 

Of all the times you were 
young and thrashing against 
any standards or expectations. 

Of all the times you held 
onto a stranger and flew towards 
the sun despite knowing it 
would destroy you both. All 
this just to feel any kind of heat.

Remembering all this, 
because if in the end we are all just 
skin and blood and the stories others 
tell about us, then there is mercy in 
being able to hold in your hands 
everything you are, everything you 
were, and everything you can be.

 All some of 
us need is the 
hope that there 
are kinder days 
coming. There are 
gentler people up 
the road. There 
are calmer days 
on the horizon.

Swift was a satel-
lite that crashed 
in my backyard 
every few years 
with a new hair-
style and sound. 
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i s  a  g r i m  s u b j e c t .
 It’s an issue that threatens to 

destroy our planet, yet many in our 
country still don’t take it seriously. 

Political party affilia-
tion or small daily inconve-
niences should not hold anyone 
back from educating oneself 
about the real risks that climate 
change poses to our planet.

I hope that KO students no 
longer stay indifferent when teen 
movements like Greta’s arise. 

I know that KO students 
have the passion and drive 
to become more involved in 
global student movements.

Age didn’t stop Greta, 
and it shouldn’t stop us either. 

This past March, a 16-year-
old Swedish girl named Greta 
Thunberg kickstarted a move-
ment called Fridays For The 
Future which blew up worldwide.

 Greta has been a climate 
activist since last year when 
she sat on the steps of Parlia-
ment, demanding radical action, 
and held her first school strike 
to fight against climate change. 

This global strike is not 
only remarkable in the sense that 
it began with a 16-year-old girl 
with Asperger syndrome, but it 
has now been described as the 
largest global strike ever orga-

nized. And who were the orga-
nizers of this movement? Teens. 

This movement was orches-
trated by teenagers who are no 

different from any KO student and 
who shared a similar hope as Greta. 

To stop the progression of 
climate change by demanding 
that governments around the 
world put into place effective 
policies to combat climate change. 

According to CBS News, 
up to 70,000 students skip 
school to protest every Friday 
in 400 cities around the world. 
Where were KO students?

K O  s h o u l d  p l a y  a 
more active role in the fight 
against climate change even 
if it is just in our community. 

We  s h o u l d  a l l  b e 
members of the Green Team 
on campus, without a doubt. 

Student-run movements, like 
Fridays For The Future and March 
For Our Lives, are becoming more 
popular around the world, and 
it’s a great time for KO students 
to share their passions and make 
real change in our community. 

Students who can vote can 
go further and show state repre-
sentatives what issues matter 
the most to our generation.

 We have all the resources 
to voice our opinions, and 
we just have to use them. 

In a t ime when poli-
tics and policies are constantly 
being fed to us through social 

media, why not use these plat-
forms that we all have to spread 
the truth about climate change? 

According to the New 
York  Times ,  the  average 
global temperature rose two 
degrees Fahrenheit between 
1880 and 2017 which doesn’t 
sound like a big deal, but it is. 

This temperature r ise 
has already begun to wreak 
havoc on ecosystems across the 
planet like the sea levels rising 
and desertification spreading. 

We’ve all heard facts like this 
before, so what do we do about it?

by Madeleine Pelletier ’20

KO should join climate change protests 

“We already have 
all the facts and 
solutions. All we 
have to do is wake 
up and change.” 
-Greta Thunberg

Climate change 
may not have been 
caused by us, but 
we are the gener-
ation that will be 
facing the effects 
of climate change 
head-on.

In the words of Greta, “We 
already have all the facts and 
solutions. All we have to do is 
wake up and change” (Thunberg, 
TED). It really is as easy as that.

 Turn off the lights, don’t 
waste water, eat less meat, drive less.

 We already know the solu-
tion to climate change, and all 
we have to do is change small 
aspects of our day-to-day lives. 

Climate change can be 
an overwhelming topic when it 
is seen as the end of the world 
that only scientists and politi-
cians can fix, but that’s not true. 

We can all play a part 
in ending climate change. 

Climate change may not have 
been caused by us, but we are the 
generation that will be facing the 
effects of climate change head-on.

 It’s our job to protest 
local  or  nat ional  govern-
ments that refuse to imple-
ment climate-friendly policies. 

I  p r o p o s e  t h a t  K O 
students should hold a monthly 
activity to contribute to the 
anti-climate change movement. 

Our involvement could be as 
small as signing climate action peti-
tions as a school or could be as big 
as holding a climate change protest 
at the capitol building in Hartford. 

C l i m a t e  c h a n g e 

According to 
CBS news, up to 
70,000 students 
skip school to 
protest every 
Friday in 400 
cities around 
the world. 
Where were KO 
students?

KO sports waste our time
by Bella Leuschner ’20 

At Kingswood Oxford, the 
third and fourth forms are required 
to participate in at least one season 
of an Option A sport. They can also 
do one season of Option B, and 
then one season of A, B, or C. The 
fifth form is required to participate 
in one season of Option A and two 
seasons of Option A, B, or C. 

The sixth form is required 
to participate in all three seasons 
of their choice Option A, B, or C.

Option A is any sports team 
along with managing and the 
winter musical. Option B is filled 
with choices between the Fall 
Play, Tech Crew, and Intramural 
Basketball. Option C gives you 
the opportunity to do activities 
such as Strength and Performance 
or Yoga.  Even though the require-
ment is considered a healthier way 
to get exercise rather than a Phys-
ical Education class like public and 
Catholic schools have, the sports 
requirements robs the student body 
of doing simplistic everyday activ-
ities that other high schoolers in 
our area get the opportunity to do. 

We are not able to get a 
paying job during the week-
days because of our demanding 
schedule or even go to other teams’ 
games. Students are “encouraged” 
to do sports when the reality is 
merely being harassed with emails 
by teachers who are the coaches or 
by the athletic department itself. 

K i n g s w o o d  O x f o r d 
Athlet ics  encourages kids 
to go to other teams’ games, 
making it sound like the easiest 

possible thing for students to do.
However, it is extremely 

difficult to go and support the 
boys baseball team at home at 
2:30 when you have a lacrosse 
game at the same exact time. 

Not only to mention that 
on top of your games you have a 
heavy workload especially during 

We are not able to 
get a paying job 
during the week-
days because of 
our demanding 
schedule or even 
go to other teams’ 
games. 
your junior and senior year along 
with the added pressure of college. 

It is impossible to go to 
bed before 11:00 at night due to 
homework, practice, showering, 
and eating dinner. What’s also 
difficult is the fact that students, 
in order to fill the requirement, 
are forced to play sports they 
have never liked or even played. 

Students will play a sport 
and hate every second of being 
there. And for those who have 
never played, most of them will 
go to junior varsity. But also on 
these JV teams are kids who love 
the sport and are trying to improve 
in hopes of making varsity the 
following year or even playing 

both by the end of the season.
 You would think the coach 

wouldn’t play the kids who have 
never played before. But these kids 
can have parents who then complain 
as to why their kids aren’t playing. 

Then those kids are forced 
to play in the game, and it 
becomes a hot mess on the field 
or the court. Also a problem is 
the way the situations on teams 
are handled. Many different 
students have had problems 
with coaches and the school has 
handled them poorly.Our athletic 
requirement needs to be changed 
in order to be efficient and 
productive for students in order 
to create a happy environment. 

This would be a much 
better result rather than students 
being tense and stressed because 
they either disagree with their 
coach or they were too tired from 
their previous game the night 
before to do their homework. 

Also another point is the 
requirement to work the clock for 
games. Students who decide to do 
Strength & Performance and Yoga 
as their sport for a season must sign 
up and work the clock and score-
boards for other team’s games. The 
problem with this is kids who have 
no idea how the work the clock, 
when to start it or when to stop it, 
will stop it too late or start it too 
early so the game loses time. This 
affects games that have a close 
score where they could score in 
the last 30 seconds, but unfortu-
nately those 30 seconds are lost 
because a student was distracted 
by a phone or their friend.

If you are 
interested in 
writing for opin-
ions or reviews, 
please contact:
Niki Taylor,  
Bella Leuschner, 
or Juliana Kulak 

kulak.j.20@kingswood-
oxford.org
taylor.n.21@ king-
swoodoxford.org
leuschner.i.20@ king-
swoodoxford.org
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The land of “Milk and 
Honey” has come to earth. It has 
been consolidated, abridged, and 
translated within the confine-
ments of the English language. 

Heaven is a two hundred 
eight-page poetry collection 
detailing the experiences of a 
young woman of color in terse, 
emotive, occasionally indeci-
pherable lines accompanied by 
simplistic black pencil drawings. 

These drawings illustrate the 
subject of the poem or a general 
theme of the anthology, tackling 
both the enigmatic and abstract 
(how do you draw ‘first heart-
break’ without using a heart?) 
and the more concrete—a name-
less stick figure with a slumped 
posture gradually straight-
ening out, symbolic of a woman 
regaining her sense of self. It is 
the book about every woman, 
and therefore every woman’s 
book, meant to empower and/or 
represent us. To read it is to find 
yourself within the scanty pages. 

Such is the pitch posed by 
the series of poems written by Rupi 
Kaur, the twenty-four year old 
Indian-Canadian writer’s whose 
poetry has attached to her the 
responsibility of being “the voice 

of a generation,” dubbed so by 
critics and consumers of her work 
alike since its release in 2014. 

The poems in this collection, 
Milk and Honey, found their claim 
to fame through Kaur’s regular 
posting on Instagram, after her self-
publication in 2014—and through 
this technique, Kaur ascended the 
ranks, from popular “Instapoet” 
to New York Times bestseller. 

Kaur’s poetry holds a 
special resonance in the media of 
the 2010s, where visceral articu-
lations of women’s experiences, 
in the literary world and outside 
of it, are gaining more and more 
traction from mainstream media .

Her equally as popular 
contemporaries — Lang Leav, 
Nayyirah Waheed, Nikita Gill — 
could be more aptly described as 
her fraternal twins, as all three 
women occupy the same stylistic 
niche of ‘minimalist’ poetry: curt, 
anecdotal, to the point (in Kaur’s 
work, titleless), but somehow still 
deeply emotionally evocative—at 
least in the eyes of fans. It should 
be noted that Kaur has faced alle-
gations of stealing several stylistic 
elements from Nayyirah Waheed. 

Waheed originally posted 
her poetry on Tumblr, where thou-
sands of readers, Kaur included, 
it seems, engaged with it. It’s a 

difficult allegation to defend—
besides slight nuances in subject 
matter, if I were to read Kaur and 
subsequently Waheed, they would 
be difficult for me to differentiate. 

This is just one trait of 
Kaur’s poems in a series of traits 
that prevent me from joining 
in the international acclama-
tion of her work: they lack any 
distinct artistic flair that would 
separate her voice from that of 
any other writer accustomed to 
writing for internet audiences. 

The lyricism of her poetry is 
not derived from her word choice or 
mechanics, but is manually created 
by line breaks that are monotonous 
and identical from poem to poem. 

Oftentimes Kaur’s work 
reads like a sentence masquer-
ading as poem using an impres-
sive mask—a beautiful meta-
phor—or no mask at all, simply 
trusting the readers to poeti-
cize the unit of words stacked 
in three lines into a stanza.

 I’m not a fan of Kaur’s 
poems—but if you’ve never 
read one, and seldom read any 
poetry outside of the English 
classroom, then I’ll be the first 
to suggest you pick up a copy of 
hers from your local bookstore. 

Poetry matters. It’s a form of 
catharsis for both the reader and the 

writer; it puts words to experiences 
we’ve had but cannot explain, or 
will never have and seek insight 
into; poetry is a historian, a cele-
bration of any and all subjects. 

Poetry is the highlight reel of 
a novel, all the best parts of reading 
prose packaged and condensed 
into a portable form—but it’s 
often shunned by readers for its 
complexity, mystery, or when those 
words seem to kind, stupidity. 

Thank God there’s a coun-
terforce to prevent poetry from 
descending in obscurity: despite 
how self-effacing they might 
be in their writing, poets must 
be the writers with the highest 
self-esteem, because nobody 
loves poetry more than poets do. 

But in the Digital Age, 
when you can thumb through 
the entire anthology of a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning poet in 30 minutes, 
the demographic of poetry 
fanatics is quickly expanding. 

This is where Kaur comes 
in: if vapid one-liners are what 
it takes to introduce someone to 
Gwendolyn Brooks, Robert Siken, 
Anne Carson, or all the not-yet-
famous poets growing follow-
ings on the Internet–if Rupi Kaur 
is the patron saint of 22-year-old 
first-time poetry readers turned 
long-time poetry lovers, then she 

truly is the voice of our generation. 
There have been say-nothing 

poets before who are still lauded for 
the ways in which they forged and 
feigned meaning in their words—if 
their legacy remains untainted by 
critique, then so should Kaur’s. 

And of course, my critique 
is informed by my tastes in poetry; 
to someone else, Kaur’s work 
might be the reason for the season 
(that is, National Poetry month). 

I’m hesitant to critique 
Kaur so publicly because I know 
not all the criticisms she faces 
are objective: some come from 
people who mock any form of 
art that is emotionally charged, 
especially when it comes from 
a woman, much more likely to 
laugh at one poem than to analyze 
several for any literary merit. 

And you know what—
“it is a blessing/to be the color 
of the earth/do you know how 
often/flowers confuse me for 
home” (“Milk and Honey,” 2014).

 I recall lines like these when 
I think of the thirteen year old girls 
of color who repost her poems to 
their Instagrams or reblog them 
on Tumblr, how I was just like 
them, three short years ago, and 
how a poem like that would stick 
in my memory for days, maybe 
months, maybe even until now. 

Why I will never read Rupi Kaur 
— but I think that you should

by Juanita Asapokhai ’20

 As many KO students 
wonder what career they should 
pursue after college, they likely 
gravitate to the subject they 
did best at in school whether 
that’s art, science, English, 
math, history or any other varia-
tions of those broad topics. 

But what changes once 
we get closer to college? Many 
students and parents view STEM 
careers as the most impor-

tant, while the humanities are 
shoved aside as “hobbies.” 

This  i s  a  dangerous 
mindset that our society as 
a whole believes to be true. 

 W h e n  y o u  t h i n k 
o f  a  s u c c e s s f u l  a d u l t , 
what career do they have?

 According to the Huff-
ington Post, the popularity of 
Humanities majors is declining 

a m o n g  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s . 
American students have 

been convinced into believing that 
STEM careers will earn them more 
money or prestige even if their 
real passion is for the humanities. 

People often claim that 
there is a need for computer 
science and technology workers 
in modern society, which is 
true, but what happens when 
technology outgrows people? 

A large reason why Ameri-
cans feel pressure to pursue 
a STEM career is because of 
America’s low standards of 
education compared to other 
countries like India and China. 

Even politicians endorse 
STEM careers, in hopes of 
boosting America’s world ranking. 

Many parents also prefer 
that their child pursue a STEM 
career because they are viewed 
as more stable than careers 
like being an artist or a writer.

There is nothing wrong 
wi th  be ing  in te res t ed  in 
STEM, but our society should 
equally value the humanities. 

In a time when political 
tensions run high and civil discourse 
is hard to come by, we need 
more leaders in the humanities. 

We need citizens who 
read, write and know how to 
discuss complicated topics 

without losing respect for 
al l  opposing perspectives. 

the popularity 
of Humani-
ties majors is 
declining among 
college students. People who major in the arts 

are often scoffed at for wasting 
their education when, in reality, 
art is what enriches our country’s 
culture and sets us apart as indi-
viduals. A civilization without 
art would be dry and stagnant. 

T h e  h u m a n i t i e s  a r e 
about storytelling, which is a 
crucial aspect to society – one   
that is too often overlooked. 

Wi thou t  h i s t o ry,  we 
l o s e  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f 
human evolution and growth. 

Without art and music, we 

People who major 
in the arts are 
often scoffed at 
for wasting their 
education when 
in reality, art is 
what enriches our 
country’s culture 
and sets us apart 
as individuals.

lose a creative way to express 
emotions. Without writing, we 
lose stories and voices that allow 
us to learn more about ourselves.

 I’m not saying that any of 
these art forms are at risk of going 
extinct, but that these creative 
careers get much less respect 
than others even though they 
are fundamental to our society. 

People in STEM careers 

need creativity in their jobs as 
well. Scientists need to come 
up with creative new ways to 
solve problems, engineers need 
to think outside the box when 
inventing new technology, and 
mathematicians need graphs 
to visualize complex ideas. 

KO students 
shouldn’t be 
persuaded by 
America’s current 
obsession with 
STEM careers 
when choosing 
what their major 
in college.

STEM and the humani-
ties are not inherently sepa-
rate. Additionally, we have 
been trained to believe that 
the humanities are inferior. 

Elaina Provencio, a student 
at UC Berkeley was quoted 
in a Huffington Post article. 

“To most, a degree in Liberal 
Arts or Humanities is a wasted 
piece of paper and a job at a fast-
food chain,” she said. “This could 
not be further from the truth. There 
are strengths and advantages that 
a degree in fields such as History, 
Linguistics, and Political Science 
hold that STEM degrees do not. 
Humanities majors encourage 
analysis, critical thinking, and a 
vast knowledge of various topics.”

KO students shouldn’t be 
persuaded by America’s current 
obsession with STEM careers when 
choosing their major in college. 

It’s not about the type of 
degree you receive in college; it’s 
about what you choose to do with it. 

We shouldn’t rank majors 
from best to worst because 
that completely disregards 
students’ individual passions. 

Schools also shouldn’t try 
to push students down a path that 
is perceived to be the better one. 

C r e a t i v i t y  a n d  n e w 
ideas are always needed, and 
stories always need to be told. 

Why the humanities are important
by Madeleine Pelletier ’20
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One of the latest controver-
sies in the US has been the anti-vax 
movement. Recently, I began to  
question the effect an anti-vaxxer 
could have on their children. 
Could a child be vaccinated while 
still a minor, and if they couldn’t, 
how would this affect them? 

First, I researched the 
movement’s evidence. The anti-
vax movement gained popularity 
after a study in 1998 by Andrew 
Wakefield, who claimed the 
MMR vaccine caused autism. 

However, the movement has 
no foundation because it was later 
proven that he falsified his data and 
was stripped of his medical license. 

A case control  s tudy 
in 2009 further disproved 
D r.  Wa k e f i e l d ’s  t h e o r y.

A n t i - v a x x e r s  a l s o 
believe that “Big Pharma” 
is trying to get rich through 
e x p e n s i v e  v a c c i n a t i o n s . 

Yet without vaccines, the 
elevated disease rates would 
cause costly treatment plans. 
Anti-vaxxers affect “herd immu-
nity,” leaving the population 
at risk for harmful diseases.

The anti-vax movement 
spreads in small geographic clus-
ters, due to peer pressure and 
stigma within those communi-

ties. Airborne diseases can remain 
in the environment for several 
hours, leading to some people 
being infected without even real-
izing they’ve been exposed. 

C o n t r a r y  t o  a n t i -
vaxxer belief, hygiene can’t 
p r e v e n t  t h e s e  d i s e a s e s .

As of April 9, there’s 
an ongoing measles outbreak 
in the NYC area. In efforts to 
stop the spread, some schools 
have barred unvaxxed children, 
interrupting their education. 

This ban has heavily affected 
the Orthodox Jewish commu-

nity, causing tensions to rise. 
Measles has a greater than 

90% infection rate once exposed. 
It is an airborne disease that can 
be transmitted before diagnosis. 

Unvaccinated children 
pose a threat to babies, who are 
too young to receive the vaccine. 
Due to this, an unvaccinated child 
can be excluded from some situa-
tions in fear of infection, causing 
them to feel ostracized and alone.

Minors can consent to their 
own vaccinations in 15 states, 
but not New York or Connect-
icut. Some exceptions are made 
for minors who are married, 
pregnant, or financially inde-
pendent, but minors without 
extraneous situations are stuck. 

Emancipation is pretty 
much the sole option, one which 
many minors will not select 
due to its other consequences. 

To address these situations, 
I think new legislature should 
be passed regarding vaccines. 

Not only would this help 
protect individuals against 
infectious disease; it would 
decrease the likelihood of more 
outbreaks like the one in NYC. 

Minors should be able to 
petition the court to get vacci-
nated, without having to get 
emancipated from their parents 
or accuse them of child neglect. 

In addi t ion,  in  high-
risk situations (ex: measles 

Minors should be able to receive 
vaccinations without parental consent
by Olivia Reynolds ’22

Minors should 
be able to peti-
tion the court to 
get vaccinated, 
without having to 
get emancipated 
from their parents 
or accuse them of 
child neglect. 

outbreak), the court should give 
priority to vaccination appeals.

As I said earlier,  the 

It’s important to 
remember that 
the fight for a 
healthy popula-
tion isn’t these two 
groups against 
each other, but 
rather everybody 
against infectious 
diseases. 

foundation of the anti-vax 
movement is based on falsi-
fied data and misinformation. 

I think schools should make 
a conscious effort to destigmatize 
vaccines, and even include them 
in the core health curriculum. 

Once presented with the 
proper facts, the community as 
a whole will better understand 
vaccines and their intended 
effect. Most schools have a 
weekly or monthly newsletter. 

At their core, 
vaccines are 
meant to 
protect

Including some quick 
facts about vaccines could 
help to make a big change.

Although there is no perfect 
solution to this problem, it is my 
strong belief that a combination 
of education and legislature would 
increase vaccine rates throughout 
the world. At their core, vaccines 
are meant to protect and better the 
lives of the human population. 

This rise would decrease 
risk and fear of infection as well 
as allow formerly unvaxxed 
children to be unvaccinated in 
every part of daily life, in turn 

Over the past decade, 
and even the past few years, 
teen anxiety and depression 
rates have risen exponentially. 

Whether it’s because of 
school, social media, social stan-
dards, or just life in general, teen-
agers have a lot to carry around 
everyday on their shoulders. 

Anxiety, depression, suicidal 
thoughts, and other mental illnesses 
can almost all be connected to one 
single factor: society as a whole. 

The world we live in 

today isn’t one that accepts 
e v e r y o n e  a s  t h e y  a r e . 

We claim to be inclusive 
and non-judgemental towards 
people that are different from 
us, but that just isn’t the case. 

Whether we mean to or not, 
all of us have judged someone 
for doing something, wearing 
something, or just acting different 
than we think is “normal”.

“Normal” isn’t a word that 
everyone defines the same way. 
We all have our different opinions 
on what “normal” means to us. 

It might be that being 
straight is “normal” or dressing 
in a cool way is “normal” or 
having a boyfriend or girlfriend 
is “normal.” But nothing anyone 
ever does or will ever do is normal. 

Society today makes it 
extremely difficult, especially in 
regards to teenagers, to be yourself. 
Every corner turned creates a new 
challenge that we have to figure 
out and overcome by ourselves. 
Sure, there may be therapy and 
other ways to get help while 
facing these challenges, but for 
the most part, we’re on our own.

Every single day we subcon-
sciously think to ourselves that we 
need to be acceptable and kind and 
approachable, even if we aren’t 
normally any of these things. 
What society has deemed as good 
versus what society has deemed as 
bad has shaped the lives of young 
adults and teenagers everywhere. 

What society deems “cool” 
versus what society deems “weird” 
is what defines us as people. 

Conforming to social 
standards, such as what social 
media models and celebrities 
are showing the public, is what 
prevents the growth of self confi-
dence, self worth, and happiness. 

Celebrities and models and 
“influencers” (whatever the heck 
those even are) are giving people the 
idea that to be happy or successful 
or pretty they have to be like them. 

O r  t h e y  h a v e  t o 
l o o k  o r  a c t  l i k e  t h e m .

But nothing 
anyone ever 
does or will ever 
do is normal. These social standards 

are reinforced by something 
as minor as the ads people 
see when scrolling through 
social media or even watching 
a commercial or TV show. 

We see ads for FitTea and 
waist trainers and ab workouts 
that are supposed to make us 
skinnier and prettier and happier.

 But in reality they’re 
j u s t  t e l l i n g  u s  t h a t  w e 
aren’t  enough as  we are . 

TV shows don’t show 

We see ads for 
FitTea and waist 
trainers and ab 
workouts that 
are supposed to 
make us skinnier 
and prettier and 
happier.

enough diversity in their programs 
which tells people of minorities 
or people that have been margin-
alized that they don’t deserve 
representation on television. 

It shows that people don’t 
want to see them; they only 
want to see the white men who 
make a lot of money and who 
are in shape and good looking. 

Another major contribution 

It shows that 
people don’t 
want to see 
them; they only 
want to see the 
white men who 
make a lot of 
money and who 
are in shape and 
good looking.  

Society’s impact on mental health
by Niki Taylor ’21

improving overall happiness. 
However, I also want to 

include that both vax and anti-
vax parents would argue that they 
are acting with their children’s 
best health interests in mind. 

It’s important to remember 
that the fight for a healthy popula-
tion isn’t these two groups against 
each other, but rather every-
body against infectious diseases. 

The way society 
has put pressure 
on groups that 
don’t meet social 
standards is what 
demolishes self 
worth.

to the already damaged amount 
of self confidence and happiness 
that teenagers have is their parents. 

No offense to parents every-
where, they’re great, but sometimes 

they expect a little too much of us. 
Between the pressure to do 

well in school and make something 
of ourselves, and the high stan-
dards that some parents hold their 
children to, it’s difficult for said 
kids to actually reach a place where 
they’re happy with themselves.

The point is, the way society, 
and even parents, have been telling 
teenagers, women and people of 
color and different sexualities 
that they aren’t good enough as 
they are, is what causes depres-
sion and anxiety and even suicides. 

The way society has 
put pressure on groups that 
don’t meet social standards is 
what demolishes self worth.

Self  worth is  one of 
the most important things 
in  r ega rds  to  happ iness .
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‘The Bachelor’ through the looking glass
by Jonathan Briggs 

As a neophyte regarding 
reality television, I don’t know 
why a saccharine-like show 
like “The Bachelor” has been 
able to continue as a produc-
tion concept at ABC television. 

I have seen a total of five 
minutes of the show since its launch 
in 2002, and I had the distinct 
displeasure recently to note that the 
cover of the current issue of People 
Magazine has Colton Under-
wood and Cassie Randolph on it. 

I  asked some people 
who these two crazy kids 
were with Crest-white smiles 
and perfect bone structure 
(Photoshop is wonderful!). 

I did some deeper research 
into the semiotic, deconstruc-
t ionis t  and/or  psychoana-
lytical whys and wherefores 
of this cultural phenomenon. 

Here’s what I found: it’s 
a bad show with bad acting, 
lousy storylines and an editing 
process that makes it impos-
sible to suspend my disbelief.

In the real world (not make 
believe), people don’t act this way. If 
they do, the human race is doomed. 

“The  Bache lo r”  was 
crea ted  and  produced  by 
Mike Fleiss and Ken Fuchs. 

It doesn’t escape anyone’s 
attention that these are both men, 
and it’s no accident that there aren’t 
any women in positions of power 
in this show because the producers 
of any television show are the ones 
who control the flow of money. 

In  the  en te r ta inment 
industry, money equals power. In 
this ode to the refined Neander-
thal, the women are shut out of 
the decision-making process here. 

Right from the get-go, 
Fleiss and Fuchs are the ones 
who dictate the arc of each 
episode’s script, and they control 

the pool of romantic interests 
from which the vacuous bach-
elor is expected to select a wife. 

a man two or three times her age. 
There was no negotia-

tion, no discussion, and she was 
expected to do exactly as she 

was told. Now, unless I missed 
something, it’s 2019, not 1690. 

Contemporary women are 
supposed to be liberated from 
gender-based servitude where 
they had been kept for centuries. 

The linchpin of this show, 
however, has them subjected to the 
very humiliations that men have 
inflicted on them for generations. 

For example, it is an elim-
ination-style format where the 
“loser” each week is given a 
delightful parting gift, a half-
hearted goodbye, when she is 
told to take a hike and not let 
the door hit her on the way out. 

How humiliating is that? 
You take a chance on dating 
someone, you get cut, and all 
you get is a lousy ‘see you 
around?’ What about some cash? 

What about an expensive 

gift card to Maxim’s in Paris (or at 
least Olive Garden at West Farms)? 

Come on, ladies, you deserve 
better than this passive aggres-
sive abuse at the hands of a guy 
who has the IQ of a speed bump 
and the personality of a dial tone. 

Here is something else that 
really gets under my skin: the elim-
ination process happens based on 
the bachelor’s personal feelings 

about each “contestant,” and the 
guy even gets to date all of the 
women at once in a “group activity.” 

This is ludicrous! How 
can he have feelings about 
so many women at  once? 

In what world does a guy 
get to date 20+ women at the same 
time and they ALL get along?

 Answer: nowhere. Further, 
in preparation for a serious date, 
the remaining women have to 
pack their suitcases in advance 
where a rose is at stake (when one 
woman is eliminated, her suitcase 
is taken away by a crew member). 

This happens in front 
of the others who get to stay. 

Recently, the term “toxic 
masculinity” was coined to 
explain why so many guys are 
becoming less like gentlemen 
and more like toothless savages 
who strike two stones together 
to light the family barbecue. 

In the psycho-emotional 
wasteland of our current society, 
the guy code says that it’s not cool 
to diss a man in front of his peers. 

Question: what makes 
a man think that he can diss a 
woman in front of her peer group 
when she doesn’t tickle his fancy? 

When a woman’s suitcase 
is taken away, the other women 
get to see her go down in flames, 
and that cannot send a positive 
image to younger viewers who 
don’t know that it is totally fake. 

Looking closely, it’s patently 
obvious what is going on here: 

women have become the objects 
of consumption by the male gaze. 

Women are no more than 
just paintings on a wall where the 
man gets to ogle them and have 
God-only-knows what kind of 
weird fantasies. I know, it’s not real, 
but it’s disturbing at the very least. 

“The Bachelor” is a product 
of 21st century mass media and 
the deleterious impact it’s had 

I can definitely 
say that I would 
rather have a root 
canal without 
Novocaine before 
watching “The 
Bachelor” again. 

on all of us, and each woman 
is there to satisfy some craven, 
antediluvian, pseudo-masculine 

The show sends 
the message that 
relationships are 
merely a matter 
of negotiation 
through the pater-
nalistic power 
structure. 

Picture of Colton Underwood, this year’s Bachelor. Photo courtesy of  Google  Images

“Select a wife?” Folks, 
he’s not shopping for a car, 
he’s supposed to be thinking 
s e r i o u s l y  o f  m a t r i m o n y. 

I don’t know about the 
rest of you, but this sounds too 
much like the 17th century when 
young girls had their coming 
out presentations at Versailles 
where Louis XIV could order a 
young lady of only 15 to marry 

It’s a bad show 
with... an editing 
process that 
makes it impos-
sible to suspend 
my disbelief.

How humiliating 
is that? You take a 
chance on dating 
someone, you get 
cut, and all you 
get is a lousy “see 
you around?”

compulsion to act like a jerk. 
Put simply, the guy possesses 

the power and the women 
are reduced to mere objects. 

When it comes down to 
three women remaining (the point 
where the drama and the tension 
reach an unbearable height) the 
bachelor offers a woman a set of 
keys to a fantasy suite where they 
get to spend the night together. 

Like a  used Kleenex 
tissue, she can then be jetti-
soned the  fo l lowing day. 

Since he gives a red 
rose to the ones who stay, 
why not give a black rose (the 
symbol of a death) to a “loser?” 

Why not go all out and put 
a horse’s head in the bed next to 
her for when she wakes up in their 
fantasy suite if it didn’t work out? 

I know that we’re supposed 
to take this show with a grain 
of salt. I prefer to take it with a 
bucket of salt just to get it down! 

During the fourth season, 
allegations were made that 
the bachelor and one contes-
tant were intoxicated and then 
involved in unsavory actions. 

Of course, there was a 
subsequent broadcast statement 
from both, stating that it was all 
a misunderstanding and that the 
two have remained friends (they 
were both kicked off of the show). 

Several so-called “relation-
ships” have ended only a few 
months later, and some participants 
have gone on to marry other people 
completely unrelated to the show. 

I did some deeper 
research into the 
semiotic, decon-
structionist and/
or psychoana-
lytical whys and 
wherefores of this 
cultural phenom-
enon.

Having watched only five 
minutes of this cultural trav-
esty, I can definitely say that I 
would rather have a root canal 
without  Novocaine before 
watching “The Bachelor” again. 

Here’s the skinny: “The 
Bachelor” is a scam to get unsus-
pecting people to watch others 
make fools of themselves while 
the sponsors hawk their prod-
ucts during commercial breaks. 

The show sends the message 
that relationships are merely a 
matter of negotiation through 
the paternalistic power structure. 

It’s about public humili-
ation where the final contestant 
is left standing to face a diluted 
form of vitriol at the hands of the 
production staff and the media. 

One contestant, Megan 

The show sends 
the message that 
relationships are 
merely a matter of 
negotiation.
Parris (the 2009 season), argued 
that the show was scripted 
(like we didn’t know that!). 

She claimed that  the 
production staff called the 
participants names, berating 
and cursing them until they said 
what the producers claimed the 
television audience wanted. 

If this kind of mind-
less banter is what the viewers 
want, then television is doomed. 

F l e i s s  h a s  h i m s e l f 
admitted that the show has less 
to do with reality than it does 
with making good television. 

All of this is obvious 
from the start, and I don’t 
encourage anyone to watch it 
(unless you want a good laugh). 

Make sure to take some 
aspirin and have a bed pan by your 
side if you do. It’s just not worth it. 

I f  “The Bachelor” is 
through the looking glass, 
then the mirror just shattered.
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‘Umbrella Academy’: the rainy day of Netflix Originals
by Shreeya Chalikonda ’21

Netflix’s attempt to create 
an original show based on a cast 
of superheroes was a mess, to 
say the least. “The Umbrella 
A c a d e m y, ”  a  1 0 - e p i s o d e 
TV show, was released on 
Netflix Feb. 15, 2019.     

The show is based on 
the comic book series titled 
“The Umbrel la  Academy” 
w r i t t e n  b y  G e r a r d  Wa y. 

It follows the lives of seven 
children with superpowers they 
acquired at birth. On Oct. 1, 1989, 
43 babies were born to random 
women around the world who 
were not pregnant the day before. 

After being born, seven of 
them were adopted by Sir Regi-
nald Hargreeves, who created the 
Umbrella Academy and trains 
“his children” to save the world. 

The Umbrella Academy 
is essentially made up of those 
children who each have their 
own superpower (super strength, 
the ability to talk to the dead, 
etc.) and combined, create a 
team of crime-fighting kids. 

The TV show revolves 
around the seventh child, Vanya 
Hargreeves (aka “Seven”), 
who from a young age was 

convinced she had no super-
powers  l ike  her  s ib l ings . 

As the child who was 
always left out, she grew hatred 
for her family but she has had 
no outlet to release her anger. 

That is until she meets 

Leonard Peabody (SPOILER 
ALERT!!!) who is also known 
as Harold Jenkins and is intro-
duced as Vanya’s love interest. 

Leonard/Harold becomes 
the antagonist and leads Vanya to 
realize that (SPOILER ALERT!!!) 

she already had powers but they 
had to remain dormant as her 
powers were too strong and could 
cause the end of the world if they 
were unleashed (hint, hint -- it 
does cause the end of the world!). 

Along with this main plotline, 

there are many other side stories 
like that of Five, who is another 
member of the Umbrella Academy. 

He had been missing for 
16 years and shows up during 
the first episode claiming he 
went to the future and knows 

For this month’s food 
review, I decided to switch it up 
and leave West Hartford Center 
to go to Hartford for some quality 
Jamaican cuisine and culture. With 
Juliana Kulak by my side, I took 
off for Sun Splash Bar & Grill. 

They are known for comfort 
food and a quick bite; however, 
when it says small plates that is 
far from true. The main course 
meals come on a normal sized 
plate, but the plate is practi-
cally overflowing with the main 
course, a side of rice, and a side 
of either slaw or vegetables.

The restaurant’s menu 
provides multiple options for 
different types of proteins 
along with a vegetarian section 
of the menu; therefore, every 
type of palette can be pleased. 

We started with an order 
of the coconut shrimp and the 

Sun Splash
by Bella Leuschner ’20

Ronald Garcia has been 
teaching at KO for many years. 
He is known around campus 
as a fun and laid back guy. 

But, how good is his 
class ,  and wil l  you actu-
ally learn any Spanish in the 
process? I have decided to judge 
his class on two categories. 

One, his teaching style: 
how does he approach teaching a 
class? Two: what are the various 
activities and learning exercises: 
Does he use the same boring 
exercises or does he switch it up?

To start off, Mr. Garcia 
or “Garc’s” teaching style is 
very preparat ion-or iented. 

He always comes into class 
with packets of exercises, a Quizlet 
Live, or various other activities – 
some on the computer and some not. 

H e  i s  c o n s t a n t l y 
c rea t ing  new workshee t s 
and packets for his classes. 

Once these are created and 
we have learned the concept, 
he gives us the activity and 
sends us on our way, shouting 
“attack the packet” in Spanish. 

From there on out, he is 
there if we need him and is glad 
to help but doesn’t hold our 
hands while we do the activity. 

I like that. It makes me 
feel like I’m more independent. 

Overall, I feel like Garc’s 
teaching style is oriented to 
have the student be more 
independent ,  but  s tudents 
can always ask him for help.

Secondly, what activi-
ties are done in Garc’s class and 
do they actually help us learn?

The most basic activity we do 

almost every class is a worksheet 
or a packet with various exercises 
pertaining to what we are learning. 

T h e s e  e x e r c i s e s  a r e 
pretty standard and normally 
what wil l  be on the test . 

Whether it’s fill in the 
blank, multiple choice, or 
writing sentences, they all 

when the world will end, which 
sets up the plot for the season. 

There are many other side 
stories, which is why I think this 
show is a mess. The first couple 
of episodes are confusing due to 
the divergent plotlines, and it’s 

really hard to keep watching. 
I think those episodes are 

the most important because if they 
aren’t good enough, the viewers 
aren’t going to finish the show. 
“The Umbrella Academy” fails at 
providing an entertaining beginning 

that helps keep viewers engaged. 
The first few episodes are 

also, frankly, boring, and not as 
action packed as they could be. 
They center mostly around the 
character’s emotions – which 
is obviously good for character 
development and such – but is 
it too much to ask for a better 
back story and better scenes?

We don’t  get  a clear 
picture of what is happening 
until halfway through the series 
when the different plots come 
together, and by then I had to 
force myself to finish watching it. 

However, the culmina-
tion of the whole show was defi-
nitely not worth the ending. The 
ending was very obscure as it left 
off on a cliffhanger, which was 
more confusing than enticing. 

If someone had read the 
comics before watching the show, 
it might have made a little more 
sense, but to the general audi-
ence that Netflix has, it is not 
apparent what happens next. 

Conclusively, I would not 
recommend this show to anyone 
as it did not turn out to be as good 
as Netflix advertised. Netflix 
usually puts out great original 
series, but they fell short when 
making “The Umbrella Academy.” 

Mr. Garcia es el champion
by Conor Caneday ’21

 The Cast of the Netflix Show “Umbrella Academy.” Photo courtesy of Google Images. 

  Ronald Garcia inspires the girls varsity tennis team with his rousing words at a match. Photo by David B Newman.

help me learn due to the fact 
that they resemble his tests. 

O the r  t h ings  we  do 
are speeches all in Spanish 
o r  w r i t i n g  a  p a r a g r a p h . 

Normally, Garc gives us a 
topic, and we create whatever we 
want related to that topic. These are 
okay because they are good practice 
but can get kind of boring at times. 

The next activity is hated 

by many, especially me. This 
are “Vistas,” or online exercises. 

They are similar to the his 
worksheets but far more time 
consuming, more confusing, 
and less helpful. Everyone 
dreads Vistas because they are 
pointless and don’t help at all. 

Finally, the best activity 

is “Quizlet live” or as Garc says 
“Quizlet Vivo.” If you don’t know 
what Quizlet Live is, it’s basically 
a game where a team is given a 
word and they have to match it 
to the correct word in Spanish. 

The first team to answer 
all the questions wins. These 
are really fun because these 
games can get very competitive, 
and it is especially entertaining 

to watch, as well as it helps 
with memorizing vocabulary. 

In conclusion, Garc has a 
wide range of activities. Some are 
really fun  and help, like Quizlet 
Live, and some don’t help at all 
and are pointless, like Vistas.

Overall, Mr. Garcia is just 
as good at teaching girls tennis 

as he is teaching Spanish. He 
is a great teacher who puts in a 
lot of time and prepares for his 
classes. He uses a wide variety 
of teaching methods, although 
some don’t work as well as others. 

In  the  end ,  Garc  i s 
a  grea t  t eacher  who has 
taught me a lot this past year. 

His upbeat and fun atti-
tude make his class some-

The starter of coconut shrimp and 
beef patties. Photo by Juliana Kulak. 

Jamaican beef patties. The shrimp 
were light and well-cooked. They 
were covered in toasted coconut, 
and the coconut added a nice sweet 
flavor that danced across the palette. 
The beef patties had a nice kick to 
them with a spicy surprise inside. 

However the meals were 

                   Continued on page 12
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Don’t sleep on Billie Eilish “!!!!!!!” 
by Joey Fago ’20

But her unique 
sound made me 
really interested in 
what other songs 
she could make so 
I looked out for 
her new album.

Clark Jr. defies labels
by Juliana Kulak ’20

Gary Clark Jr. is often 
looked at as the man who revived 
the blues. In his “The Bright 
Lights” EP and full length albums 
“Blak and Blu,” Clark Jr. produced 
heavily blues inspired songs with 
influence from rock and rap music 
in hopes of sparking his genera-
tion’s interest in blues music. 

On his sophomore album 
“The Story of Sonny Boy Slim,” 
Clark Jr. deviated a little from 
the blues as he drew more influ-
ence from R&B music. His most 
recent album, “This Land,” is 
even more experimental than 
the last as it takes influence 
from a wide range of styles.

It is clear that Clark Jr. 
has not forgotten his roots in the 
blues; however, his new album 
stresses that he won’t allow 
himself to be exclusively a blues 
artist. The title song of the album, 
“This Land” is a politically 
charged piece that draws from 
hip hop, rock, R&B, and blues. 

The song is centered around 
racism and racial profiling in 
America as Clark Jr. sings in the 
chorus, “I’m America’s son, this is 
where I come from.” “This Land” 
starts off with a gritty, almost 
electronic riff and is something 
someone would expect a Kendrick 
Lamar song to begin with. However 
as the song progresses the listener 
is met with the full and powerful 

guitar that Clark Jr. is known for. 
While the guitar offers a 

blues rock feel, the beat of the song 
is reminiscent of reggae music. 

The vocals of this song lean 
more towards rapping at some 
points, but in other places he 
uses his traditional singing voice. 

“This Land” is a piece 

On March 28, 17-year-old 
Billie Eilish released her first 
album titled “When We All Fall 
Asleep, Where Do We Go?” 

The first time I ever listened 
to a song by Eilish was at the begin-
ning of this year when I saw some-
thing posted about it on Instagram. 

I  cl icked the l ink in 
the  cap t ion  tha t  b rought 
me to an Instagram page. 

I saw pictures of this girl 
with dark blue hair dressed in 
extremely oversized Gucci, Balen-
ciaga, and Louis Vuitton tracksuits 
accompanied by a mound of silver 
chains hanging from her neck

I  thought  to  mysel f , 
“ T h e s e  a r e  s o m e  w e i r d 
clothes, but I guess it fits her.” 

Just like her clothes fit 
her, so did her style of music. 

Her style of music was 
something that was pretty out 
of  my comfort zone as I usually 
stick to songs ranging from 
Drake, J Cole, and Offset to 
Sam Smith and Frank Ocean. 

But her unique sound made 
me really interested in what 
other songs she could make, so 
I looked out for her new album. 

Her music is labeled as 
alternative pop but incorporates 
aspects of rap, pop, rock, and 
dance music. From this album 
I would describe some of the 
songs as pretty gothic due to 
the lyrics and overall messages. 

“When We All Fall Asleep, 
Where Do We Go?” incorpo-

rates songs inspired by Eilish’s  
fascination with sleep paralysis 
and one’s subconscious thoughts 
(very deep for a 17 year old). 
To complete a full review of her 
album, I listened to every song and 
here is my opinion on each one. 

The first song on the album 
is titled “!!!!!!!” (yes it is really 
titled this). I can’t really review this 
‘song’ because it isn’t even a song. 

It is just the sound of her 
taking out her invisalign and 
saying, “I have taken out my 
invisalign and this is the album.” 

I  thought  this  was a 
very strange artist choice but 
different at the same time. 

“bad guy” includes a lot 
of bass and certainly gets your 
head bumping. From Eilish, this 
is one of her more upbeat songs. 
I would describe this as a very 
techno song with her distinctive 
chilling harmonies throughout 
it. Also the ending of this song 
is very odd and kind of demonic 
but it still works for the song. 

“xanny” is for sure my 
favorite song as it is one of her 
slower songs incorporating soft 
piano and whispered vocals layered 
over intense blown-out bass. 

The reason why I like 
this song is due to its message, 
which is usually what I look for 
when calling a song my favorite. 

This song shows extreme 
vulnerability for her as an artist due 
to its topic, and I commend her for 
putting it out for the world to hear.

“you should see me in a 
crown” is very techno and bass 

heavy with whispered vocals 
transitioning to a more uptempo 
chorus. I thought this song was 
ok, but I wouldn’t listen to it alot. 

“all the good girls go to 
hell” is an upbeat song featuring 
her normal vocals but defi-
nitely has a gothic message as 
many of her other songs do. 

P e r s o n a l l y,  I  d o n ’ t 

really like this song because I 
felt the melody fell flat when 
compared to the other songs. 

“wish you were gay” is 
another slow songs featuring soft 
vocals and guitar and then tran-
sitioning to a produced techno 
sound. I liked this song because 
the melody was very good.

“when the party’s over” is 
one of my standout songs. The song 
is pretty much just slow vocals and 
piano but includes a lot of chilling 
harmonies closer to the melody. 

The  message  o f  the 
song is kind of depressing 
,but if you just listen to the 
vocals, it’s pretty calming. 

“8” features the sound of a 
ukulele and produced high pitched 
vocals in the beginning. The rest of 
the song is happy and upbeat but 
was not one of my favorite songs. 

“ m y  s t r a n g e  a d d i c -
tion” incorporates samples of 
plain dialogue from the show 
“The Office” which I felt was 
very creative and different. 

The song is pretty upbeat 
, i n c o r p o r a t i n g  w h i s p e r e d 
harmonies, bass, and techno 
sounds. If you’re a fan of “The 
Office” this song should be 
interesting for you to listen to. 

“bury a friend” is another 
one of my favorite songs on the 
album, incorporating gothic and 
techno dance bets and sounds. 

This song is one of the most 
sinister and instantly reminds 
me of “The Exorcist” (in a good 
way) due to its intense bass and 
chilling produced harmonies. 

“Ilomilo” uses many voice 
distortions, bass, and whis-
pered vocals. Other than not 
being able to pronounce the 
name of the song, I felt it had 
a very good bet and melody.

“listen before i go” I 
thought was another great song 
due to its slowness which defi-
nitely shows off her vocals the 
best. The overlay sound of sirens 
in the streets can be heard in the 
background, along with the sound 
of child laughter and thunder. 

It is one of her more 
‘depressing’ songs on the album 
,but, like I said before, I like 
it because of its vulnerability. 

“i love you” is simply just 
another slow song with only guitar 
and harmonies. I enjoyed this 
song because it simply displayed 
her vocals and no out-of-this 
world produced vocal sounds 
like many of the other songs. 

“goodbye” is the definition 
of a farewell song for an album 
as it incorporates melodies from 
all of the songs in the album. 

It is almost as if the album 
is crying to you not to leave as it 
is very slow with echoing vocals. 

I think this is one of the 
most creative songs onthe album 
because no album that I know 
has made the last song of their 
album a mashup of all the other 
songs as a way to say “goodbye.”

I would give this album four 
and a half stars out of five because 
of the creativity and vulner-
ability that went into making it, 
and that can obviously be heard 
while listening to every song. 

Billie Eilish is becoming 
her own artist; she is not sticking 
to any of the normal sounds of 
any other pop artist and rather 
developing her own style. 

I believe that this album was 
a huge risk for her as an artist; from 
the album art looking like she is 
possessed to a lot of the songs 
including sinister sounds and lyrics. 

In the end, Eilish’s risk- 
taking truly paid off. “When We 
All Fall Asleep, Where Do We 
Go?” is an album that everyone 
should give a chance even if 
it is not some of the typical 
songs they gravitate towards. 

nothing like anything Clark 
Jr. has released before as it is 
packed with unexpected turns, 
which is fitting as it represents 
the whole of the 17 track album. 

Gary Clark Jr.’s style and 
sound experimentation can also 
be heard on tracks like “Feelin’ 
Like a Million” and “Gotta Get 
Into Something.” “Feelin’ Like 
a Million” is more heavily influ-
enced by reggae and hip hop than 
“This Land” as it more wholey 
draws influence from these styles. 

In this song there is very 
little obvious blues influence 
and the only real rock sound is 
the guitar which is distorted and 
prominent during the chorus. 

“Gotta Get Into Something” 
is a track that is completely unex-
pected. With an instrumental that 
evokes “I Wanna Be Sedated” by 
the Ramones and the distorted 
vocals, the song is clearly an 
homage to the punk rock of the past. 

T h e r e  a r e  m o m e n t s 
where Clark Jr.’s blues influ-
ences creep in, like during some 
of the guitar embellishments. 

While the album does offer 
many unexpected songs, there are 
some more of the classic blues 
rock songs that Clark Jr. is known 
for. “Low Down Rolling Stone” 
is a slower blues rock song with 
guitar that is similar in the distorted 
guitar tone to Clark Jr.’s song 
“Bright Lights” off of his first EP. 
This song begins with Clark Jr. 
singing, “Something’s going on 
with me, I’m not who I used to be, 
no,” which could be a nod towards 
the fact that “This Land” is nothing 
like any of his other albums. While 
it is clear Clark Jr. is expanding as 
an artist, this song is showing that 
he still is capable of producing 
the music he is known for. 

At 17 tracks long, there is 
a song n this album for everyone. 
It is diverse, drawing from many 
musical influences, as Clark Jr. 
defies expectations and refuses 
to be labeled as one kind of 
artist. This experimental album 
was both symbolic of his new 
direction as an artist, but also 
his respect for his roots in blues. 

It is clear that 
Clark Jr. has 
not forgotten 
his roots in the 
blues.

Playlist
1) Get It Right-Remix
 by Diplo, Goldlink, and MØ
2) Body 
 by Cloud Luxuryand Brando
3) P.Y.T. (Pretty Young Thing)
 by John Gibbons
4) SOS
  by Avicii and Aloe Blacc
5) GUD VIBRATIONS
  by NGHTMRE and SLANDER
6) Devil Eyes
 by Hiipie Sabotage
7) Slow Down Love (feat. Chelsea   
  Cutler)
 by Louis the Child
8) TTM (feat. Wiz Khalifa & 
NGTHMRE)
 by PnB Rock
9) Sensations-Whethan Remix
  by Elohim, Whethan
10) No One - Karge Calypso & DUNN          
  Remix
 by Mothic
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‘Captain Marvel’ soars into the MCU
by Niki Taylor ’21

After 10 years of solo 
superhero films all starring 
men, Marvel Studios finally 
released their first female hero 
solo film: “Captain Marvel.” 

Conveniently released 
on international women’s day, 
“Captain Marvel” tells the story 
of the first female superhero in 
the MCU. “Captain Marvel” takes 
place in the mid 1990s, roughly 
10 years before the events of the 
first Marvel Movie, “Iron Man,” 
and has already hit $1 billion 
at the international box office. 

In the beginning of the 
movie, Captain Marvel, played 
by Academy Award winner Brie 
Larson, is referred to as Vers, a 
name she was given when brought 
to a Kree planet from Earth. 

The film starts off with Vers 
experiencing flashbacks while 
dreaming to her previous life on 
Earth; however, she doesn’t know 
or understand why she is having 
these flashbacks because she has 
no memory of her life before 
being brought to the Kree planet. 

After experiencing these 

flashes of different memories, 
Vers seeks out her mentor, Yon-
Rogg, played by Jude Law. Yon-
Rogg is a fellow Kree warrior 
who is trying to help Vers ignore 
her emotions while fighting. 

They spar for a bit which 
concludes with Vers losing 
her temper and firing a photon 
blast at Yon-Rogg. This is the 
first glimpse of Vers’s powers 
that the audience gets to see. 

The CGI used to create 
Vers’s powers, the Kree planet, 
and the multiple battle scenes 
involving any type of blast is quite 
impressive. Marvel has always had 
a strong track record when it comes 
to their use of CGI, especially 
when it comes to creating different 
planets and scenes in outer space. 
This movie is no exception.

I went into the movie 
expecting something great out 
of it, and I’m happy to say that 
I was not disappointed. It was a 
good mix of comedy, action, and 
a little bit of drama and suspense. 

As someone who wasn’t 
entirely sure about the decision 
in casting Larson as Captain 
Marvel, I came out of the movie 

without a doubt in my mind that 
no one could have played the 
character better than she did. 

Larson may have been 
great, but her two co-stars really 
stole the show. Samuel L. Jackson 
as a young Nick Fury and Vers’s 
cat from her previous life, Goose, 
are no doubt the reasons why the 
movie did as well as it did. Vers 
teams up with a de-aged Nick 
Fury, created by the magic of 
CGI, to stop the oncoming inva-
sion of Skrulls (who *spoiler alert* 
turn out to be the good guys) and 
to figure out who she really is. 

Through their adventures in 
the midwest while tracking down 
the people who could explain 
Vers’s past, they discover that 
her real name is Carol Danvers 
and that she was an Airforce 
pilot who had apparently died 
in a test flight gone wrong. 

Clearly, that was not the 
case. This crash turns out to be 
what caused Danvers to gain 
her unbelievable powers and 
when she was first taken to 
the Kree planet by Yon-Rogg. 

At this point in the movie, 
I was raging about the fact that 

Jamaican food makes splash
Continued from page 10

not all as exciting as 
these appetizers. I ordered 
the fried chicken with vege-
tables,  plantains and rice. 

The fried chicken came 
drizzled in this delicious sauce 
that enriched the flavor that made it  
come alive. However, it did soften 
and soak the crisp so when you bite 
into it you don’t get that crunch that 
you should get from fried chicken. 

Fried chicken with plantains and 
rice. Photo by Juliana Kulak ’20.

T h e  c h i c k e n  w a s 
cooked to perfect ion,  not 
too dry and not undercooked 
and comes with it pre cut. 

You would expect it to be 
deboned, but the chicken did have 
little bones still inside, so I was 
constantly picking bones out of 
my teeth and mouth which, as you 
obviously know, is unpleasant.

Another meal we ordered 
was the peppered steak, I 
expected to receive a whole  
traditional steak. However, that 
was not what we were brought. 
The shredded steak was served 
with vegetables  and r ice. 

The steak came in a sauce 
that had such a rich and savory 
flavor that added to the steak. In 
my personal opinion, the sauce was 
the only pleasing part of this meal. 

I would have preferred the protein 
be chicken rather than steak.

Peppered steak with vegetables and 
rice. Photo by Juliana Kulak ’20.

Just because that is not how 
I like my steak prepared. It felt as 
though the steak had been dried 
out and the sauce, as delicious 
as it was, was used as a coverup. 

However, the last dish 
was exquisite. The last meal 
was jerk chicken. The chicken 
was cooked the way it should 
be cooked. There were no bones 
in it, and it also had another 

The jerk chicken with a delicious 
sauce. Photo by Juliana Kulak ’20.

The steak came 
in a sauce that 
had such a rich 
and savory flavor 
that added to 
the steak. In my 
personal opinion 
the sauce was the 
only pleasing part 
of this meal. 

The fried chicken 
came drizzled 
in this deli-
cious sauce that 
enriched the 
flavor that made it  
come alive.

delicious yet different sauce. 
The dish was very appe-

tizing. I would say I was 50% 
satisfied because two of the dishes 
were okay but not great, but the 
other three meals were fantastic. 

The prices of the meals were 

expected. It was not expensive at 
all: for three people, the meal was 
roughly $40.00 with tip. It is in a 
good area, but parking is definitely 
limited. There is a small parking 
lot behind the restaurant and 
there is also side street parking. 

The Sun Splash Jamaican 
Bar & Grill can be reached at (860) 
904-9310 and is located at 428 
Franklin Ave, Hartford, CT 06114. 

Brie Larson in “Captain Marvel.” 
Photo courtesy of Google Images. 

her mentor had actually been 
the bad guy the entire time 
and I hadn’t figured it out until 
then. But I got over it quickly. 

The best part of the movie 
was, without a doubt, Danvers’ old 
cat, Goose. He is the most adorable, 
and the most frightening, cat I’ve 
ever laid eyes on. Audiences soon 
learn that Goose is not actually a 

As for whether or 
not I think that 
people should go 
see this movie, 
they should. 
Please go see it. 
Right now. 

cat, but a part of some weird alien 
race called the Flerken, who the 
Skrulls are absolutely terrified of. 

Watching this adorable little 
orange pet turn into some bizarre 
mix between an octopus and a cat 
was both entertaining and a little 

creepy at first. However, there is 
no doubt in my mind that Goose 
stole the show and now lives in the 
hearts of Marvel fans everywhere.

As for whether or not 
I think that people should go 
see this movie, they should. 
Please go see it. Right now. 

But if you aren’t a fan of 
Marvel (or women in general) 
then this movie probably isn’t for 
you. To the majority of people 
whose opinions on Marvel 
and women I still respect, this 
movie is definitely up your alley. 

Marvel Movies:
Top 10

1. “Black Panther”
2. “Iron Man”
3. “Thor: Ragnarok”
4. “Marvel’s The  
 Avengers” 
5. “Spiderman:  
 Homecoming”
6. “Captain America:  
 Civil War”
7. “Guardians of the  
 Galaxy”
8. “Doctor Strange” 
9. “Captain America:  
 The Winter Soldier” 
10. “Ant-Man and the  
 Wasp” 
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was just absolutely gorgeous 
and even moved me to tears.” 

Maggie said her favorite 
musical that she herself has been in 
so far was the most recent produc-
tion of “The Little Mermaid” at 
the Warner Theatre in Torrington. 
“Disney has always had a special 
place in my heart, and I take a lot 
of inspiration from Disney movies 
and characters,” she said. Maggie 
also explained that she had worked 
with an all-adult cast and was 
one of the youngest ones there, 
so she garnered a lot of experi-
ence and was motivated to work 

by Alyssa Pilecki ’20

Senior Coltrane Joseph 
is a skilled saxophone player 
in the KO Jazz Band. He has 
been playing the saxophone for 
ten years and is even named 
after John Coltrane, the famous 
American saxophone player. 

Every year, the jazz band 
takes a trip to Boston to compete 
in the Berklee Jazz Compe-
tition hosted by the Berklee 
School of Music against other 
jazz ensembles from around 
the country. “This experience 
is great because everyone steps 
up their level of performance 
and it’s awesome to see other 
talented groups,” Coltrane said. 

Coltrane has been working 
with Creative Arts teacher Todd 
Millen for his entire music career 
at KO. “Coltrane has really grown 
as a musician and a person over 
the last seven years and become a 
lot more mature,” Mr. Millen said.

Coltrane said that Mr. 
Millen has impacted him as a 
player and as a person. “I really 
appreciate Mr. Millen and his 
help with my development for 
the past seven years,” he said. “I 
also appreciate his efforts to help 
his students develop their ear for 
music with listening exercises.”  

To be a successful jazz 
musician, Coltrane said that it 
is important to develop impro-
visational skill and to be able to 
take the notes from the page and 
add your own creativity to it. 

Thinking back on his 
performances, Coltrane’s favorite 
songs are “Red Clay” and “Bird-
land” because his group is able 
to really groove with them, he 
said. “I especially enjoy Mr. 

Sophomores star in ‘Macbeth’
On Tuesday, March 5, 

the English 4 Honors students 
performed their adaptations of 
“Macbeth” in the Black Box 
Theatre. This is the first time 
that English teachers Catherine 
Schieffelin and William Martino 
ave organized this project. 

The inspiration came from 
a previous school Ms. Schief-
felin once taught at, where all the 
seniors would read “Hamlet” and 
each class would get a couple of 
scenes to perform at Hamlet Night. 

The English 4 Honors 
students were assigned a imilar 
task. After reading “Macbeth,” they 
were given a scene in which they 
needed to modernize the setting and 
characters while still retaining 90% 
of Shakespeare’s original vocabu-
lary. They then had to memorize 
their lines and give a perfor-
mance in the Black Box Theatre.  

“For years, with my honors 
classes I had students choose 
a specific scene, analyze it, 
and actually write a scene that 
explored similar themes and 
conflicts and character types but 
totally modernize it, change the 
story, and do a written piece for 
me, which is fun,” Ms. Schieffelin 
said, “but [this year] I wanted to 
do something a little different 
and get kids performing Shake-

speare and using his language.”
At assembly on Monday, 

April 1, a total of 10 sopho-
mores won awards. There were 
two individual awards and two 
group awards. Sophomore Adam 
Paszczuck won the best actor 
award for his role as Malcolm 
and sophomore Emma Henry 
won the award for best actress 
in her role of Lady Macbeth. 
Sophomores Emily Karasik and 
Braden Flowers won the award 
for best small ensemble for their 
performance of Act 2, Scene 2. 

The award for best large 
ensemble went to sophomores Kyle 
Frankel, Sydney Dwyer, Shreeya 
Chalikonda, Chris Sienko, Olivia 
Pear, and Brooke Seaver for their 
performance of Act 4, Scene 1. 

These  s tudents  came 
up with ideas such as fortune 
telling at a fair, frat boys stealing 
airpods, KO students stealing 
Mr. Goodman’s test answers, and 
“Macbeth” in a “High School 
Musical” style. “I thought it 
was really cool that we were 
able to incorporate gen-z humor 
into our scripts,” Brooke said. 

Ms. Schieffelin agreed. 
“I think the exercise of taking 
a Shakespearean scene and 
deciding what’s important and 
what’s not is so valuable,” Ms. 
Schieffelin said. “You have to be 
able to understand what Shake-

speare is saying to then modify 
certain words to fit the adaptation.” 

Memorizing the lines was 
hard work. Sophomore Madeline 
Arcaro used a method called the 
10-10-2 method, where she spoke 
the lines 10 times, read the lines 10 
times, and wrote them out twice. 

Emily said she also prepared 
a lot but still felt nervous. “I 
was very nervous to go up there 
and read the lines, but I think 
it helped to have my partner 
there next to me,” Emily said

The students’ accomplish-
ments seem even more impressive 
considering they only had a week 
and a half to finish the project. 
“I definitely feel like we had the 
hardest time with where we would 
go and how we would interact 
physically and the props too,” 
Brooke said. “We only had two 
hours max to practice our blocking 
and where the props would go.” 

Ms .  Sch ie ffe l in  a l so 
acknowledged that timing was 
a constraint. “In the future, I 
would give the students more 
time for the project,” she said.

Sophomore Cici Chagnon 
had some advice for the rising 
sophomores. “Do an adaptation 
that’s fun because the best adapta-
tions are the ones that are funny,” 
she said. “It will also help you enjoy 
rehearsing your lines more if you 
do something that is interesting.” 

by Samhita Kashyap ’22

Millen’s song selections for 
concerts as he makes sure that 
we have great songs that are also 
different stylistically,” he said. 

Although saxophone will 
not be his main focus next year, 
he said he would love to continue 
playing, whether it be on his 
own or with  a whole combo.

Senior Coltrane Joseph poses for the 
camera. Photo by Ben Baby ’22. 

by James Amell ’20

Musician of the Month: 
Senior Coltrane Joseph

Individual music tastes around campus

“Disney has 
always had a 
special place in 
my heart and 
I take a lot of 
inspiration from 
Disney movies 
and characters.”

–Maggie Eberle

“I really do not 
like artists that 
use heavy auto-
tune and say the 
same thing over 
and over again in 
their songs.”

–Sydney Dwyer

Streaming services such as Spotify, Apple Music, Pandora, and Soundcloud 
are the most common way to listen to some great tunes. Courtesy of Google.

As you may recall, in the 
January 2019 issue for the KO 
News, I wrote an article broadly 
describing the popularity of 
various genres of music, songs, 
and artists listened to on the KO 
campus and compiled a play-
list for both newly released hits 
and great throwbacks. (If you’d 
still like to hear it, it is public on 
Spotify; search for @alyssap537 
and find the 225-song playlist 
called KO Playlist – KO News.) 
In the article, I also mentioned I 
was going to write a follow-up in 
May for Features, but instead, I 
decided to give it to you folks a 
month early in the Arts section.

Furthermore, this time I’m 
not going to give so many sugges-
tions for music but rather an inside 
look at different music tastes that 
certain individuals on campus have 
cared to share.For example, junior 
Maggie Eberle is widely known 
on campus for having a deep love 
and interest for music. Maggie says 
she enjoys singing and listening 
to music, which is why Broadway 
musicals are usually her favorites. 

“I  have to break my 
favorite musicals down into 
different categories… the one 
that I hope to someday be in 
is “Anastasia” because I love 
love love the music!” she said. 

“I actually listened to all 
the songs for six months straight 
before I even saw it live. On the 
other hand, the best musical I have 
ever seen on Broadway was “The 
Lion King” because the show 

on her skills both on and off set. 
Her younger sister, Char-

lotte Eberle, vouched for her, 
saying that Maggie would sing 
nonstop at home. “I love hearing 
her sing, but she sings so much 
that I just don’t understand how 
it’s even possible,” she said, 
praising her sister’s talents.

When not listening to 

Broadway or Disney, though, 
Maggie said she enjoys indie, 
folk, and a cappella music, refer-
ring to Hozier and Pentatonix 
as her favorite artists. “I tend to 
like how those genres rarely use 
autotune or altered voices,” she 
said. “When there are instru-
ments used, you can actually hear 
them, unlike in pop where every-
thing is computer generated.” 

Likewise ,  sophomore 
Sydney Dwyer said she dislikes 
current pop music and finds herself 
a proud fan of alternative, folk, and 
Latin music. “I really do not like 
artists that use heavy autotune and 
say the same thing over and over 
again in their songs,” she said. “It’s 
all so repetitive and unoriginal! I 
understand that people still like 
that kind of music, but personally, 
I just can’t listen to it.” Instead, 
Sydney said she spends a lot of 
time listening to specific artists 
she likes such as Billie Eilish and 

Carla Morrison or just generally 
finding new alt and folk tunes.

Maggie said that she found 
a similar lack of variety in country 
music and said she absolutely 
cannot stand it. “I respect people 
that like country, but I cannot 
agree with them,” she said. Every 
song is about trucks, beer, and 
Jesus. All of them say the same 
thing, which, for me, is a similar 
theme with rap. I can’t distinguish 
between songs, and they all blend 
together, it’s not  a super indi-
vidual and creative genre, there’s 
very little variety, and I’m just 
not a fan.” Maggie said that while 
there are rap songs out there that 
she appreciates, she would still 
rather listen to Broadway or indie.

Indie actually seems to 
be growing with popularity on 
campus, and many have said 
they enjoy it. In a Google form 
I sent out earlier this month that 
asked about what kinds of music 

KO students listened to, 13.4% 
listed indie as their top choice. 
However, rap and hip-hop indis-
putably remain the most listened 
to, with 46.7% choosing the 
genre as their favorite. In second 
came rock, with exactly 20% 
saying they enjoyed it the most. 

Sophomore Ahana Nagar-
katti said she is a dedicated fan 
of both classic rock and alt rock, 
which she thinks is partly due 
to her love of percussion instru-
ments. She even plays percus-
sion in the KO Concert Band. 
Her favorite bands include 21 
Pilots, Imagine Dragons, Panic! 

at the Disco, and One Republic.
Junior Sophia Kaufman said 

she usually listens to basic songs 
on the radio  or different rap artists. 
“Some artists I like specifically are 
Rihanna, Nelly, G Eazy, Travis 
Scott, Lil Uzi Vert, Cardi B, Migos, 
Post Malone, T-Payne,” she said. 

Many of these artists are 
commonly listened to at KO.
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Artist of the Month: Sydney 
Dwyer showcases her talent

Talented sophomore Sydney 
Dwyer has portrayed her artistic 
expertise in many different ways at 
KO. Sydney said that she’s always 
been interested in art, but in eighth 
grade she actually tried to draw 
something seriously and it came out 
surprisingly well. Earlier this year, 
Sydney took drawing with creative 
arts teacher Scott McDonald and 
now takes painting with creative 
arts teacher Katherine Burnett. 

This winter, Sydney was 
also part of the new after school 
arts program in which she worked 
on a charcoal drawing of a balle-
rina. Sydney said that she found 
a picture of a ballerina with an 
eating disorder on Pinterest, blew 
it up, and drew it out with char-
coal over the course of a couple 
of months, “That’s probably my 
favorite and best thing that I’ve 
done,” she said. Mr. McDonald 
said that Sydney’s persistence and 
hard work in crafting art is what 
stands out about her as an artist. 

“In the beginning she 
was unsure of herself, but she 
worked at it and worked at 
it and developed a beautiful 
drawing,” Mr. McDonald said. 

He said that this was also 
evident when Sydney made her bike 
drawing in his class. He said,“She 
works incredibly hard and is not 
afraid to take on challenging 
subjects with her work, she’ll stick 
with things until she’s satisfied.” 

   Sydney said that she really 
loves art because one doesn’t have 
to have prior knowledge; it is easy 
to sit down, imagine something and 
paint or draw for fun. Sydney said 
that even at home she often prac-
tices drawing and painting for fun. 

“It’s something that helps 
calm me down if I am busy or 
stressed out, it is a time where I can 
focus on something else, something 
that means a lot to me,” she said. 

Furthermore, Sydney said 
she loves how the art classes at 
KO allow students to focus on 
specific areas of art. She said that 
she really appreciates having Mr. 

McDonald and Ms. Burnett as 
teachers because they encourage 
her to use any technique she likes 
and build herself as an artist, to 
do what speaks out to her. She 
said, “Mr. McDonald and Ms. 
Burnett are amazing, and you 
can go to them if you want to 
do a project but are unsure how 
to start it. They spend time with 
you to develop your technique. I 
wouldn’t enjoy the art program as 
much if they weren’t part of it; they 

want you to pursue anything you 
are interested in, even if it is out 
of the guidelines for the project.” 

M r.  M c D o n a l d  s a i d 
that Sydney is very dedi-
cated to her creative prac-
tice and takes it seriously. 

He said that not only is she 
skilled in many different areas, 
but she enjoys every form of art 
making and is excited to learn 
about new processes and develop 
her skills. “She’s wonderful to 

have in class,” he said. “She’s 
very sensitive and creative in 
making her work mean some-
thing and express something.” 

For the past two years, 
Avon Old Farms has an annual 
art show where they invite other 
schools to submit works. This year 
the art show is called “Dreams,” 
and (Sydney’s piece) has been 
selected to be in the art exhibit. 

Mr. McDonald said that 
Sydney had made a mixed media 
piece in painting class, and it 
was meaningful in the way she 
developed imagery, saying a lot 
about the meaning of the piece. 

“We are really excited to 
have her in our program,” he said, 
“Right now she’s a sophomore 
and she’s on track to continue 
in our program and be one of 
our advanced students,” he said. 

Sydney said that she will 
definitely be pursuing art wher-
ever she goes in the future, not 
as a career, but for personal 
enjoyment and will take some 
art classes in college as well. 

by Luv Kataria ’20

 Sydney Dwyer poses for a picture. Photo by Cecilia Wang ’20.

Mr. Millen: a look 
behind the music

Head of creative arts 
department Todd Millen has 
been teaching music here at KO 
for several years now, but his 
passion for music began when 
he played the trombone in the 
fifth grade. He said he realized 
he was really good at it and had 
a lot of fun. He then did his first 
music summer camp in the sixth 
grade and knew that he wanted 
to pursue a career relating to it. 

Mr. Millen continued to play 
his trombone in high school as well 
and excelled as a musician. He 
went to the Regional, All State and 
National levels many times in his 
high school career. He then went 
to Northwestern University and 
received an undergraduate degree 
in music education. He later taught 
in rural Illinois for three years. 

He then moved to the Boston 
area and pursued a graduate degree 
with the trombone. After, Mr. 
Millen began performing and free-
lancing in and around New York. 

However, Mr. Millen said he 
missed the classroom so his wife, a 
professional trombonist who won 
an audition with the United States 
Coast Guard band in New London, 
inspired him to teach full time 
while continuing to play music. 

 Mr. Millen then began to 
look for teaching jobs in Connect-
icut and said he vividly remem-
bers receiving the one at KO. On 

a Thursday night, he was looking 
at a private school job fair and 
showed up at the conference. The 
KO band director had announced 
he was leaving that year, so Mr. 
Millen found out about the job 
and came in for an interview. He 
said that he was really blown away 
by KO, especially by the teachers 
who had been here for so long, 
and he was really wondering what 
made the school so special to them. 

KO then offered Mr. 
Millen a job, and when he began 
teaching, he found out what 
makes the school so special. 

“I found out it is a great 
community because the adult 
community is close knit, a genu-
inely friendly atmosphere, which 
is different from other places 

I’ve taught at,” he said. “Every-
body cares about everybody.”  

Mr. Millen said that teaching 
at KO allows him to do what 
he loves and still can keep in 
touch with high level musicians. 

“I’m doing what I love,  
working with young people, and 
still actively involved musically, so 
it’s the best of both worlds,” he said. 

Sophomore Christopher 
Sienko has Mr. Millen as his band 
teacher, and he said he really 
admires how Mr. Millen always 
has a positive and cheerful attitude. 

Ch r i s  s a id  t ha t  Mr. 
Millen is always upbeat and 
doesn’t show his tiredness: 
Mr. Millen is always joking 
around with the class and treats 
everyone fairly and with respect.

“You can tell he’s very 
musically talented,” he said, 
“He always tells us that he 
can play every instrument at 
the elementary school level.”

Junior Will Smith said that 
he likes Mr. Millen’s passion 
and enthusiasm for the craft 
of building a sound ensemble. 
“His interest in details and in his 
teachings is unmatched,” he said. 
“When he works the specific 
sectionals, he helps us break down 
our focus into specific things.” 

Junior Alyssa Pilecki said she 
appreciates having Mr. Millen on 
campus and that he is an awesome 
teacher because he  is always 
motivating, never discouraging.

Head of creative arts department 
Todd Millen poses for a picture. 
Photo by Jane Liang ’21. 

by Luv Kataria ’20

Deep Dive into  
Portfolio Prep

The Portfolio Prep art class, 
taught by creative arts teachers 
Scott  McDonald and Greg 
Scranton, allows form five and 
six students the freedom to pursue 
different mediums of art. In addi-
tion, all of the finished pieces 
from the year are documented 
so they can be sent to colleges.

Over the past five years, 
the class has been revamped 
after Pat Rosoff ’s passing. 

“The Portfolio class is 
unique in the creative arts depart-
ment because it is a year long 
class,” Mr. Scranton said.  “The 
course is now split between Mr. 
McDonald and me where the first 
semester is more drawing based 
and the second semester allows 
for more freedom with longer 
projects,” Mr. Scranton said. 

Because the class only 
has four students, it lets the 
s tudents  and the teachers 
have a strong relationship. 

“Coming into the class this 
year, I was expecting the class 
to be much larger,” said junior 
Nick Stolfi. Junior Juliana Kulak 
agreed “Because of the small size 
of our class, we get the freedom 
to pursue any art that we want 
and grow as artists,” she said.

This is especially true in the 
second semester, when the students 
have the opportunity to work on 
longer projects and the freedom to 
choose their medium.  Currently, 

students are using acrylic paint, 
oil pastel, and colored pencil, 
similar to the drawing instru-
ments used in the first semester.  

At the end of the course, 
the students will have an all-
digital portfolio in preparation 
for their college applications.

The students are chosen 
from different creative art 
classes.“It seems that the drawing 
class is a feeder to portfolio class,” 
Mr. Scranton said. “In addi-
tion, we also have discussions 
between faculty, and in the end 
try to recommend students who 
would be interested,” he continued.  

Af ter  s tudents  f in ish 
the class, some choose to take 
another advanced class such as 
Advanced Studio Seminar, which 
is a spring class senior year. 
Other students choose to take a 
completely different class such as 
sculpture or photography, experi-
menting with a new medium.  

After graduating from KO, 
some students attend art school, 
and a majority of the students 
go on to a liberal arts college or 
university and fulfill their arts 
requirements with a class that 
builds on their Portfolio Prep work. 

“One aspect that is less publi-
cized is that this class, and other 
creative arts classes in general, 
teach students how to be creative 
problem solvers not just visually 
but in the professional world as 
well and to think about problems in 
a different way,” Mr. Scranton said. 

by James Amell ’20
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Shames’ success: flip-flops for Ghana
by Kathryn Westrick ’20

Instead of spending spring 
break swimming in the ocean, 
catching up on sleep or hanging out 
with friends, junior Hannah Shames 
traveled halfway around the world 
on a medical mission trip to Ghana. 

Hannah’s dad, Dr. Brian 
Shames, is the Division Chief 
of General Surgery at UCONN 
Health. Dr. Shames said he 
had always been interested in 
getting involved in a mission trip. 

He reached out to Chief 
Resident Dr. Lindsay Orr about 
her experience in 2006, when 
she accompanied a mission trip 
to Ghana as a photojournalist, 
documenting the mission’s work. 

Years later, Dr. Orr earned 
her PhD at Ross University of 
Medicine and has since wanted 
to return to Ghana, only this time 
to work in the operating room 
instead of behind the camera. After 
months of planning, Dr. Shames 
and Dr. Orr teamed to organize a 
trip to Ghana for March of 2018. 

When her dad mentioned 
the trip to Hannah, she imme-
diately expressed an interest 
i n  a c c o m p a n y i n g  t h e m . 

Prior to the trip, Hannah 
wanted to collect donation items 
from the KO community to 
give to the Ghanaian patients. 

Dr. Orr suggested shoes 
since many Ghanaians lack 
proper footwear. Hannah decided 
to collect new or gently used flip 
flops because they are perfect for 
warm weather and easy to trans-
port. Hannah placed bins outside of 

Mrs. Perkins’ office and success-
fully collected 40 pairs of flip flops. 

Upon their arrival in Ghana, 
Hannah and the medical team 
spent the majority of their time 
working at a hospital in Akra, 

the capital city, as well as at a 
hospital in Kaspin, a rural village 
roughly ten hours outside of Akra. 
Over the course of three days, Dr. 
Shames performed a total of 61 
surgeries, predominantly hernia 
and cyst removals. Dr. Shames also 
mentored a doctor-in-training from 
northern Ghana. Although Hannah 
could not scrub in, she found other 

ways to help out in the operating 
room. “I would place the surgeons’ 
instruments onto the sterile field 
and deliver messages between 
the doctors inside and outside 
of the OR,” explained Hannah. 

One of her favorite parts 
of the trip was meeting the 
patients and distributing the flip 
flops. “In America, people tend 
to complain about the smallest 
inconveniences,” Hannah said, 
“whereas in Ghana, the patients, 
who are both sick and living in 
extreme poverty, are able to find 
so much joy in something as 
simple as a new pair of shoes.” 

Hannah noticed that the 
medical team faced many chal-
lenges that don’t impact doctors 
in the United States. “The hospital 
rooms in Ghana are not sterile, 
so there’s a much greater risk 
of infection. The ORs are also 
much smaller, and they aren’t 
equipped with necessary the 
supplies or technology,” she said. 

In the weeks leading up to 
the trip, Hannah remembers feeling 
both nervous and excited. “I didn’t 
know what to expect but I was 
really looking forward to exploring 
a foreign country,” she said. 

Looking back, Hannah 
remarked that this trip expanded 
her world view and helped her 
to gain a greater appreciation for 
things she used to take for granted, 
such as clean drinking water. 

“I learned to be thankful 
for everything that I have. The 
Ghanaian people taught me that you 
can find something positive even 
in the worst of circumstances.” 

“In America, 
people tend to 
complain about 
the smallest 
inconveniences, 
whereas in 
Ghana, the 
patients... are 
able to find so 
much joy in some-
thing as simple 
as a new pair of 
shoes.”
–Hannah Shames

In addition to coming 
away with valuable life lessons 
and fond memories, Hannah 
also returned to the US with an 
increased knowledge of medicine. 

“I  have a lways been 
i n t e re s t ed  in  pu r su ing  a 
career in the medical field, 
and this trip only increased 
my desire to do so,” she said. 

“Being able to observe in 
the OR was an incredible oppor-
tunity, and I learned a lot from 
talking with the various doctors on 
the trip.” Hannah said she aspires 
to follow in her dad’s footsteps.

One day, Hannah hopes 
to return to Ghana, perhaps as 
a doctor herself, so that she can 
continue to help those in need. 
She also plans to join Team 
Tobati next year, as this experi-
ence has sparked a newfound 
interest in service projects. 

When asked about advice 
she would give to future students, 
Hannah said, “Pushing yourself 
outside of your comfort zone 
may be intimidating at first, but 
helping others is ultimately very 
rewarding and will benefit you in 
ways that you never expected.” 

Junior Hannah Shames smiles, humbled by her experience providing care with 
her dad for the people in Ghana. Photo by Amelia Levine ’20.

How KO Students cel-
ebrate the many holidays
by Alyssa Pilecki ’20

It is that time of year again 
– spring! A season full of new 
beginnings, warm weather, rainy 
days, blooming flowers, rising 
spirits, final exams… and holidays.

As you may know, though, 
Kingswood Oxford School is 
not a religiously affiliated insti-
tution; rather we are a secular, 
independent day school. So, what 
is it like celebrating a holiday 
in a non-religious climate?

Junior Amelia Boardman 
said that the secular environment 
actually did not have too much of 
an impact on how she celebrates. 

“Going to a school like 
KO has definitely helped me 
see how some of the traditions I 
have are unique and how other 
people celebrate,” she said. 

A Roman Catholic, Amelia 
said that she is able to appreciate 
other religions and also can see 
the differences between how she 
celebrates holidays such as Easter 
from other Roman Catholics.

Amelia  said that  she 
and her family take Easter and 
Christmas very seriously, espe-

cially because they are Irish, and 
so they come together every year. 

“Easter is one of the 
few times in the year where 
my whole entire family gets 
together,” she said. “It’s a time 
to celebrate Jesus and what he 
did for us while also spending 
time together and having fun.” 

Some of her family’s tradi-
tions include going to Church, 
having a big sit-down dinner with 
the traditional ham, a lot of side 
dishes, and all different kinds 
of pies and pastries for dessert, 
opening up Easter baskets, and 
sitting around and sharing stories.

Senior Elise Gendrich, 
who is Jewish, also said that KO 
does not affect how she cele-
brates in any significant way. 
“The teachers are very under-
standing about me taking days off 
to go to synagogue on the most 
important holidays,” she said. 

The only thing that is tough, 
Elise said, is during Passover when 
she has strict diet regulations. 

“Passover is tough because 
I don’t think there’s enough 
demand for the special food, so 
the dining hall is unable to give 

me many options for lunch.”
P a s s o v e r  c e l e b r a t e s 

the freedom and new begin-
nings Jews found in Israel after 
escaping slavery in Egypt, during 
which time they could not make 
or eat bread because they did 
not have the means to do so. 

Thus, Elise said that on top of 
the Kosher diet she has all year, she 
is also not allowed to eat leavened 
bread or cereal and cannot have 
meat and dairy in the same meal 
(for example, a cheeseburger).  

There are also members 
on campus who choose not to 
celebrate any religious holidays 
at all or use them as a chance to 
spend time with family instead of 
focusing in on the religious aspect.

Junior Jaden DiMauro said 
he is an atheist but loves spending 
time with his family on Christmas. 

“My whole family celebrates 
Christmas, but not religiously. For 
us, Christmas is a family thing 
that we use as a means to see each 
other,” he said. “We still give 
out presents, but for us it’s more 
about appreciating the time we 
have together.” Jaden said he also 
enjoys celebrating Thanksgiving.

“The Wifi.” – Aidan Dillow ’22

“...when people clap at the end of a movie or 
TV show. Like why would you ever do that?” 
 – Benjamin Baby ’22

“Parts of the Notre Dame cathedral in Paris 
burned down, so aside from the devas-
tating cultural loss, I’m upset because 
I was planning to see it this summer.  
– Braeden Rose ’21

“ M a t h  i s  h a r d e r  t h a n  m y  l i f e . ”  
–Stacey Zhang ’21

“...when people go slow in front of me.”  
–Amelia Levine ’20

“ I  w a n t  t o  w e a r  s h o r t s  n o w. ”  
–Brio Aslan ’22

“I’m mad about all the busy math work that I 
have, and I’m mad that I no longer have the 
motivation to do it.” –Ben Small ’19

Tell Me Why You’re 
Angry This Time...
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Isabelle Rome: intrepid world traveler
by Braeden Rose ’21

Sophomore Isabelle Rome 
has been traveling the world for as 
long as she can remember. She has 
sailed through the canals of Venice, 
skied the picturesque Alps of Swit-
zerland, ridden a camel across 
the Arabian desert, and swam 
in the natural springs of Iceland. 

Issy’s first ever travel experi-
ence was when she was only three 
months old, on a family trip to 
Wyoming. “My first international 
trip was to Mexico when I was 
about one,” she said. “It became an 
annual thing and we continued that 
for around ten years.” When she 
was five, she took her first extra 
continental trip, to Italy. Since then, 
Issy said she has been to over 20 
different countries and counting, 
including most European countries, 
Chile, and Dubai, to name a few.

Before she was born, Issy’s 
father worked for a company that 
required him to travel quite a bit. 
He also studied abroad in Russia 
while he was in college, further 
expanding his interest in other 
cultures and countries, she said. 
Her mother worked on the branding 
for Estée Lauder, a cosmetics and 
fragrance company, which sent her 
all around the world. As a child, 
Isabelle traveled with her parents 
on business and family trips. 

Her father’s current job 
brings him to various countries that 
the company is looking to do busi-
ness in. Often, such business trips 
present the opportunity to travel to 

places other than the original desti-
nation. Take, for example, Issy’s 
most recent travel experience, 
over spring break – Issy’s father 
had to travel to Greece as part of 
company work. This prompted 
Issy’s family to visit Dubai, the 
Czech Republic, and Austria. 

“Usually it’s my mother who 
picks where we go,” Isabelle said. 
“Maybe she’s reading the New 
York Times or something and 
she reads about a place she thinks 
would be interesting or fun. Or, 
sometimes, she’ll want to revisit 
somewhere she’s been before.”

Issy said that her family’s 
style of traveling is more fast-
paced. Often, they’ll go country-
hopping, spending as little as 
11 hours in a country before 
moving on to the next one. “There 
have been some cases where 
I’ve been to four, five different 
countries in a week,” she said.

That, of course, isn’t to say 
that they hurry through the places 
they visited and only visit tourist 
areas, but quite the contrary. “We 
tend to stay away from all the 
touristy stuff and really try to 
enjoy the place even given the 
limited time we have,” she said. 
Given the proximity of countries 
in Europe, Isabelle’s family would 
often take day-trips to a country, 
then return to their original desti-
nation before the day’s end.

After  many years  of 
traveling, Isabelle has accu-
mulated quite a few stories 
and interest ing anecdotes.

“One time, we were eating in 
this restaurant in Istanbul, Turkey,” 
Issy, who has a bad sesame 
allergy, recounted. “So the dish 
I’m eating has sesame in it, but 

we didn’t know that at the time.”
“So I start having a reac-

tion and they call the ambulance, 
and it turns out that the nearest 
hospital was across the bridge, 
in the part of Istanbul that’s in 
Asia. So that’s the only time 
I’ve actually been to Asia, in an 

April’s Fashionista of the 
Month: Mckenzie Piehl
by Sophia Kaufman ’20

With an outgoing, sweet, 
and fun attitude on campus, 
senior Mckenzie Piehl is KO’s 
new Fashionista of the Month! 

Mckenzie is one who 
has a unique style that is unlike 
most other girls at school. She 
describes herself as having 
a free, earthy and urban feel 
that is very relaxed and calm. 

With this style, she often 
shops at places such as Free 
People, Athletica, different thrift 
shops, and other sorts of consign-
ment shops; in addition, she 

mainly likes to shop in person 
rather than over the internet. 

Free People is actually 
Mckenzie’s favorite clothing 
brand because of the free-spir-
ited vibe that it has and their 
own individual aspect. She also 
said she really likes Athletica 
not only because of the clothing 
but also the Motto behind it. 

“ T h e i r  s t o r y  r e p r e -
sents a concept of the earth’s 
importance and footprint that 
each individual makes on our 
world,” she said. “They are 
also very supportive to women 
and the empowerment to all.”

S h e  s t a t e s  t h a t  h e r 
fashion choices are inspired by 
several different people around 
her, as well as many famous 
role models on social media.

The accounts that she 
looks up to are the people who 
are true to themselves and 
wear clothing that fit their own 
personality and comfortableness. 

Being comfortable is an 
important factor for Mckenzie 
as she said, “I feel that on the 
weekends I still go for the same 
style of an earthy vibe, but 
with a more relaxed tone, she 
said. For example, Mckenzie 
said she likes pairing jeans or 
leggings with a loose sweatshirt. 

Because of the dress code 
at KO, her weekend attire is not 
allowed at school, so Mckenzie 
often wears pants and dresses with a 
comfy flow, and occasionally skirts. 

With all of these outfits, 
Mckenzie has a few key acces-
sories that she always adds to her 
outfits. She said she cannot ever go 
out without her rings, earrings, and 
necklaces on. She gets this love for 
jewelry from her mom, who makes 
jewelry. All of these accessories 
help her put together overall daily 
looks and have a cute sense of style. 

As  for  co lor,  Mack-
enzie said she will often wear 
neutral and subtle tones, rather 
than bright and vibrant colors. 

As an individual, she said 
that she doesn’t try to be a trend-
setter, but rather tries to be her own 
self and wear what she feels best in. 

“I have always been inter-
ested in fashion because I think 
that a person’s style and clothing 
choices are another form of 
creative expression and another 
side of someone that they can show 
off to others,” Mckenzie said.

With a great and positive 
mindset, we can see that Mckenzie 
has a casual yet influential sense 
of style that can inspire others 
to realize their love for fashion 
and own personal choices.

Mckenzie dons a royal-blue shawl. 
Photo by Jane Liang ’21.

Lynds Climb 
Greek Heights

Isabelle poses with a very photogenic camel in the sand dunes of the United 
Arab Emirates. Photo courtesy of Isabelle Rome ’21.

This past spring break, 
Upper School science teacher 
Noah Lynd and Upper School 
math teacher Natalie Lynd trav-
eled to Kalymnos, a Greek island 
located near Turkey, to rock climb.

They landed in Athens 
on March 11 and went to 
Kalymnos the following day. 
The island is known for its infa-
mous rock-climbing, so it was 
the perfect spot for the activity. 

They chose this loca-
tion specifically because it 
was warmer, opposed to other 
places that they have been to. 

In March of 2018, they 
went on a trip to Croatia and 
Spain, but it was a little cold, so 
they researched places that would 
be warmer for their trip this year.

The two have been rock 
climbing since 2016. Before that, 
they were into other activities such 
as biking, hiking, and running.

“I had a long interest in rock 
climbing, but I never got around to 
it until recently,” said Mr. Lynd. 

He said that one day he 
went to a climbing gym, and 
has loved it ever since then.

Mr. Lynd said that there are 
different types of rock climbing. 

by Ishaa Sohail ’20 There is sport climbing where 
the protection is already in the 
wall for you, so you can clip the 
bolt in the wall, and if you fall, 
it will immediately catch you. 

“When you want to get 
some sun and relax, it’s pretty 
fun,” said Mr. Lynd. This is 
very different from traditional 
climbing where you carry all of 
your pieces of protection with 
you and put them into the rocks, 
which is much more difficult.

In addition, there is protected 
climbing and free climbing. There 
are certain areas in particular in 
the United States where it’s all 
traditionally protected climbing. 
Free climbing includes using 
just your hands and feet to go 
up on the rocks and that’s what 
they do every time they go.

“It looks scary, but it’s 
not as extreme as it looks,” he 
said. “It’s just a way to be be 
active, enjoy the sun, be outside, 
and see beautiful places.”

Mrs. Lynd also said that 
Greece was beautiful. “My favorite 
part was going to a new part of 
the world and  getting to be a 
part of a different culture for two 
weeks,” she said. “In the context 
of climbing, I’m interested in 
exploring the US deserts , as well.”

ambulance when I was 12,” she 
said. “It was kinda weird because 
the restaurant owner and the waiter 
went in the ambulance with me.”

Issy said that was the only 

scary story she could remember, but 
that she has plenty of funny ones.

One time, on a trip to Milan, 
Italy when she was six, Issy said she 
kept seeing gypsies on the street, 
holding out a cup, seeking money. 
“The whole time I was there, I kept 
seeing them,” she said. “So once 

the trip was over, we were in the 
airport and suddenly my mother 
couldn’t find me. She’s freaking 
out and really worried, and she’s 
searching all over. She finally finds 
me sitting on the ground, holding 
a cup, asking people for money.”

Having been to so many 
countries and having seen 
so many different cultures, 
one has to wonder how the 
kind of impact traveling has.

“I’m definitely more percep-
tive and aware of different cultures, 
like how they’re different,” she 
said, “but on the flip side, I’ve also 
noticed that we’re all very similar.” 

Issy said that when she’s 
visiting another country, she 
usually looks at locals her age, in 
order to see what they do, what they 
wear, what they’re like. “They’re 
usually more similar than not.”

She also said that many of the 
places she’s been to she has learned 
about in history class in some way. 
“So if we’re learning something 
in school, and then I visit that 
same place, I know a lot about the 
culture and history of it,” she said. 

She said the same happens 
vice versa, where she will go to 
a country and then learn about it 
later. “It’s cool visiting somewhere, 
then coming back and learning 
about that same country or place.”

Now that she’s been exposed 
to the world through travel, she 
said she doesn’t want to stop. “I 
think I want a job where I can 
travel,” she said. “I definitely want 
to incorporate this into my career.”
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On Saturday April 6th, 
KO hosted the annual Wyvern 
Invitational A Cappella Festival. 

T h i s  t o o k  p l a c e  i n 
Roberts Theater and was a 
huge success for many different 
groups and KO as a whole. 

There were many groups that 
participated in this competition, 
two of them from KO; these groups 
were Oxfordians and Crimson 7.

 Oxfordians is run by 
choir teacher and advisor Steve 
Mitchell along with 15 other 
amazing women singers; Crimson 
7 is the all boys a capella group 
run by Crimson 7 David Baker.

Over the course of the 
night, there were many events 
that go on. Each group sang two 
songs that they chose, along with 
choreography and props if needed. 

Later on in the show, 
there was a beatbox battle in 
which three to four students 
showed off their best sounds.

 Following this, there was 
an award ceremony in which 
teams were recognized for their 
efforts and presented with the 
top three titles of the night. 

“I thought that Oxfordians 
did extremely well this year and 
showed up a lot of the competi-
tion that we have struggled with 

in the past,” junior Remy McCoy 
said. “We had two very strong 
pieces (Telephone and River) 
that had a lot of energy and killer 
vocals from all the sections.” 

Over the course of the year, 
both Oxfordians and Crimson 
7 met on Tuesday nights every 
week from 7 to 8 o’clock. 

During this time, both 
groups would put in so much 

effort  learning new songs 
and prepar ing  for  WIAF.

Unfortunately nei ther 
Crimson 7 or Oxfordians placed 
in the top three, but for sure 
showed much skill and talent to 
the judges and overall audience. 

“I am super proud of us. I 
think we all put in so much as indi-
viduals, that contributed greatly to 
the sound and vibe of the group,” 

said sophomore Sadie Margolis.
“We were all dancing and 

having fun out there, which made 
us feel relaxed knowing that we 
were all in it together and putting 
our hearts in the numbers.” 

After each group performed 
their two songs, The Grapes from 
Ethel Walker were pronounced 
the winners of the competition.

 They sang two great songs 

including “Breaking It Down” 
and “Middle.” In addition, a 
student from Hall High School 
won the beatboxing competition.

However, even though KO 
did not win any awards, both groups 
should be proud of themselves 
and consider the amazing perfor-
mance they had a victory in itself.

“As my first year partici-
pating in WIAF, I thought it was 
an amazing experience overall,” 
sophomore Braeden Rose said. 

“The energy from the groups 
and audience helped take all my 
nerves and butterflies away,” he 
said. “In addition, the second 
song we sang was for sure the best 
time that we have ever done it; it 
was so inspiring to see everyone 
having a great time on stage.” 

Both groups have a lot to 
be excited about and to improve 
upon for upcoming years.

“I think Oxfordians is only 
gonna get better,” Sadie said. “Our 
seniors this year have been great 
role models, which has helped us 
provide the foundation of what 
Oxfordians could potentially be 
and what underclassmen aspire 
to be when they are seniors.”

With great feedback and 
appreciation from the audi-
ence, the community looks 
forward to many more years of 
creative and fun a capella music.Matt Marattolo’20 singing his heart out at the Wyvern Invatational A capella Festaval. Photo by Aidan O’Loughlin’20.

by Sophia Kaufman ’20

“Riverdale.”  “On My 
Block.” “The Flash.” “Game 
of Thrones.” “You.” “Queer 
Eye.” “Big Mouth.” “Stranger 
Things.” “Sex Education.” “The 
Bachelor.” “Orange is the New 
Black.” “Keeping up with the 
Kardashians.” “The Good Place.” 
“Arrow.” “Grey’s Anatomy.” “The 
Office.” “South Park.” “This Is 
Us.” “The Vampire Diaries.” 
“The Umbrella Academy.” 
“ F a m i l y  G u y. ”  “ M o d e r n 
Family.” “Parks and Recreation.”

A wide variety, these are 
all titles that most likely strike 
you as familiar and beloved, or 
at least well-known TV shows, 
whose names have been either 
thrown around in conversations 
for years or recently brought 
up with new season releases. 

C e r t a i n l y,  m e m b e r s 
of the KO community have 
analyzed and conversed about 
each one’s plotlines, charac-
ters, actors and actresses, direc-
tors, scripts, and other aspects. 

Perhaps at KO the most 
talked about series are “River-
dale,” “On My Block,” “The Bach-
elor,” “The Office,” and “Game 
of Thrones,” whose final series 
premiered on Sunday, April 14. 

Junior Niko Rodriguez, an 
avid fan of “Game of Thrones,” 
said he has really loved the show 
ever since he started watching 
in the ninth grade and claimed 
it to be the best of all time. 

“I honestly thought it was 

just a nerdy science fiction show 
but I guess I was just bored one 
Sunday and decided to watch 
the first episode,” Niko said. 
“The next thing I knew it was 
3 in the morning on Monday 
and I was starting season 2.” 

Niko said the show is 
mainly about a fight for power 
that often deals with death and 
sex. “I love the show because the 
suspense is just unreal,” he said. 
“You never know what to expect.” 

Juniors Juanita Asapokhai 
and Ishaa Sohail have both said they 
have become devoted followers 
of the popular new dramedy 
“On My Block” on Netflix. 

Ishaa said this show centers 
around a group of young teen-
agers in a poorer LA neighbor-
hood where gangs, violence, drugs, 
alcohol, and hardship are plenty 
while safety and comfort are not. 

The show also deals 
with racism, shootings, family, 
love, sex, friendship, heart-
break, money, and more, which 
Juanita cites as contributing 
factors to the show’s appeal. 

“On My Block is the best 
show ever!” she explained. “I 
like that the show features char-
acters of color who are not just 
there for diversity points and 
have actual character develop-
ment – they are the main focus.”

“I also like how the actors 
actually characterize teens, 
unlike in Riverdale where 
twenty-something-year-olds are 
supposed to portray teens yet 
somehow deal with critical and 

life-changing issues the way 
mature adults would,” Juanita said.

 Although she said she 
really dislikes Riverdale, she still 
watches it because she thinks it’s 
so bad it’s funny. However, many 
other students have said they actu-
ally enjoyed watching Riverdale 
because of the drama, captivating 
plotlines, and strange mysteries 
that occur in the small town.

Junior Anusha Memon 
said she likes watching dramatic 
shows but prefers getting her 
drama fix through reality TV. 

“The Bachelor” is my 
favorite show because of all 
the drama that happens, and 
it is entertaining to get to see 

different people’s raw emotions 
and experiences,” she said. 

Freshman Patrick Schwab, 

however, said he personally 
dislikes all shows focused on drama 
and instead enjoys shows centered 
around superheroes or comedies 
like longtime favorite “The Office.”

“ I  th ink  The  Off i ce 
is the perfect mix of relat-
ability and comedy with just 
the slightest touch of drama, 
which I don’t mind,” he said. 

I also like watching the 
superhero shows Daredevil and 
Punisher, which both are about 
comic book characters and contain 
well-filmed action sequences.” 

Furthermore, Pat explained 
that he liked all three shows 
because they each have complex 
characters and intricate stories, 

which have plenty of time to 
get fleshed out over multiple 
seasons instead of having to be 

squished into two hours for a film.
On the other hand, junior 

Jaden DiMauro, citing his limited 
amount of time, said he tends to 
stay away from TV shows alto-
gether and prefers watching movies 
whenever he gets the chance.

 His favorite one? “The 
Godfather.” “There’s really no 
way to explain how amazing 
the movie is,” he said. “With 
great screenwriting, great acting, 
and great editing, it’s pretty 
much just awesome all around.”

Hence, there seem to be few 
people on campus with mild opin-
ions on TV shows; rather, most 
choose specific favorites they 
vow to watch, love, and defend 

when debating what constitutes 
an interesting, well-developed, 
and enjoyable series (or movie).

Front cover of the cast of “Riverdale” for seasons one, two, and three. Photo courtesy of Google Images.

by Alyssa Pilecki ’20

Successful night of singing and dancing at 
the Wyvern Invitational A capella Festival

Popular shows buzzing in the KO community
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Doctor Who!? It’s Dr. Wayne!

K i n g s w o o d  O x f o r d 
has a new name on campus! 

No, not a new student. 
Nor a  new staff  member. 

Recently, English teacher 
Heather  Wayne completed 
her defense of her disserta-
tion, finishing the final step 
in a seven-year-long process 
to  obtain her Ph.D. in English.

Dr. Wayne has always 
enjoyed English, even at a young 
age.“I was always such a book-
worm when I was little,” she said, 
“so much so that my punishment 
for my parents if I got in trouble was 
to take away my books, so that’s 
the degree that I loved books.” 

Even with her love of litera-
ture at such a young age, she never 
really thought about pursuing 
it as a postgraduate degree. 

“I think that when I was a 
teenager I didn’t even know that 
graduate school was a thing,” she 
said. “I was just immersed in my 
own high school life. So it wasn’t 
until my end of my college years 
that I started thinking about it.”

After double-majoring in 
art and English at Furman Univer-
sity, Dr. Wayne knew she wanted 
to continue her studies in more 
detail, but she was unsure as to 
which field of study to pursue. 

“I was actually thinking 
about grad school in art as well, and 
I was trying to decide which direc-
tion to go in. I was a painter and was 
really interested in doing an MFA 
in painting or something,” she said. 

As a high schooler, she sold 

paintings and portraits that she 
had created, and thought seriously 
about making a career out of it.

To help her make her 
decision, she worked as a high 
school English and art teacher. 

A s  p a r t  o f  h e r  j o b 
there,  she did murals and 
pa in t ings  for  the  school . 

“That year helped me learn 
a little about myself in terms of 
where I saw my career going, and I 
realized that I really loved teaching 

by Braeden Rose ’21

Accepted students appreciate KO
by Cici Chagnon ’21

On Thursday, April 4, 50 
prospective KO students had the 
opportunity to attend the Upper 
School Accepted Students Day. 

After a welcome from 
Head of School Thomas Dillow 
in Roberts Theater, students then 
could choose to spend their day at 
KO in various different programs 
that focused on their own interests.

“We take a look every year 

The newly denominated Dr. Wayne smiles for the camera, proud of her schol-
arly accomplishments. Photo by Aiden Borruso ’20.

English,” she said. “I loved doing 
art. I didn’t love teaching art so 
much. And so that’s what made 
me decide: Okay, I really want to 
pursue English on a higher level.”

In 2010, Dr. Wayne received 
her M.A. in Literary, Cultural, 
and Textual Studies from the 
University of Central Florida. 

“I really enjoyed that 
oppor tuni ty  to  d ive  deep 
into literature and study it 
on a serious level,” she said.  

“I really enjoyed doing 
research, and I felt like I hadn’t 
had enough time to do that kind 
of in-depth research, so I wanted 
to go even further with that” 

Of course, that’s not to say 
that Dr. Wayne gave up painting 
as a hobby entirely. She still enjoys 
painting in her free time. Many such 

works are displayed in her office 
along. It’s easy to see why she was 
considering becoming an artist: I 
was surprised to discover that 
she had created them by herself. 

Needless to say, it’s remark-
able that any teacher could find 
the free time to do paintings, espe-
cially one who’s pursuing a PhD.

In addition to her continued 
interest in painting, Dr. Wayne 
found another way to incorpo-
rate her love and knowledge 
of art into her English work. 

As she was in the early 
stages of planning her dissertation, 
she had to narrow down dozens of 
books that she read into a smaller 
list of books that she could analyze.  

“My criteria for choosing 
novels was that they had to depict 
commodities in some way: so 
cotton, wheat, gold, …” she said, 
“But then they also had to depict 
visual art in some way as well, 
so they had an artist character, or 
they mentioned specific paintings 
or works of art, or they engaged 
in sort of discussion of iconog-
raphy or art history in some 
way or another.” Her resulting 
dissertation, entitled “Gilded 
Chains: Global Economies and 
Gendered Arts in US Fiction, 
1865–1930,” is the summation of 
many years of research, writing, 
reading, and editing, and boasts 
a work count of over 300 pages. 

The dissertation is about 
commodities in late 19th and 
early 20th century American 
literature, and how the authors 
inclusion of such commodities, 
including art, allowed them to 
reflect upon and engage with the 
increasingly globalized economy. 

We tend to think of the 
globalized economy as a fairly 
recent occurrence, but part of 
Dr. Wayne’s argument includes 
the idea of the global economy 
predating what we would generally 
consider ‘the start of globalization.’

One example that comes to 
mind transpires in “The Story of 
Avis” by Elizabeth Stuart Phelps. 
“She was a best selling novelist 
during her time, but now, nobody’s 
ever heard of her,” Dr. Wayne noted.  

In the novel, a character 
shows her husband her favorite 
shawl, and ponders the lives 
that were yielded to produce it. 

“It’s made from the crushed 
bodies of these beetles that 
are harvested in Mexico, and 
she thinks about these beetles 
who were sort of crushed up 
and used to create this dye for 
this shawl,” Dr. Wayne said. 

“And there are other sort 
of references to imperialism and 
colonialism elsewhere in the 
book that I argue are connected 
to that kind of global vision.”

There were numerous 
other hurdles that Dr. Wayne 
needed to pass on her journey to 
becoming Dr. Wayne, including 
a foreign-language translation, 
where she was required to trans-
late a scholarly essay from French 
into English using a dictionary. 

She  a l so  had  to  do 
research into a many different 
subjects, including economics, 
biology, history, and sociology. 

For example, she had to 
study cochineal insects, (the 
beetles that she mentioned earlier) 
were commonly used to produce 
carmine, an expensive bright-red 
dye that was popular among the 
upper-class due to its vivid color.

After many years of hard 
work, Dr. Wayne has finally 
received her well-deserved recog-

Mr. Dillow talking with an accepted student and his father in Roberts lobby.. 
Photo courtesy of Ms. Pisani. 

at the program and see how we 
set up the program, and this year 
we decided to give the kids and 
the parents a choice of program-
ming throughout the day,” 
Associate Director of Admis-

sions Meredith Crowther said. 
From Roberts, students 

and parents could choose to go 
to various programs of interest. 

There was a snapshot of 
the KO curriculum, the Oppor-
tunities Abound fair, as well as 
both student and parent panels. 

The snapshot of KO curric-
ulum, which was run by Director 
of the Upper School Carolyn 
McKee, showed prospective fami-
lies the types of academic oppor-

tunities available to them at KO. 
“Ms.  McKee brought 

in faculty and students to talk 
about different programs within 
the different classes and also 
how they cross our curriculum,” 

Mrs .  Crowther  explained. 
At the Opportunities Abound 

fair in the Conklin Library, students 
got a taste of the different club 
offerings at KO from the students 
and teachers who run them. 

Mrs. Crowther explained 
that the fair featured some of the 
school’s extracurricular activi-
ties, similar to our own club fair. 

“It was sort of a sampling 
of our club offerings, as well 
as a little bit more about VQV, 
a little bit more about diver-
sity and inclusion,” she said. 

Sophomore Madeline Arcaro 
helped out at the KO News table. 

“ S t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e i r 
parents could come up and see 
some of the highlighted activi-
ties at KO,” Madeline said. “So 
certain clubs and certain groups 
of people could go and kind 
of just showcase what they’ve 
been doing and working on.” 

J u n i o r  A l e x a n d r a 
D’Addabbo told prospective fami-
lies about Model UN at the fair. “I 
like to meet the new kids, they’re 
always really nice,” she said. 

A student-led panel was also 
available to prospective students. 
The Life of a Wyvern panel ran in 
three 35-minute sessions, where 
students and their parents could ask 
current KO students any questions 
they have about daily life at KO. 

Sophomore Evan Banning 
was on the panel. “They just 
asked us questions about home-
work load, stress, amount of 
sleep that we usually get,” 
he said. “Just everything that 
prospective students would want 
to know about a new school.”

Sophomore Risha Ranjan, 
who was also on the panel, said 
she would have enjoyed the 
panel as a prospective student. 

“Especially since they 
gave students the option to 
ask questions, it really helped 
them look into the lives of 
actual KO students,” she added. 

Parents could also attend 
a parent panel during their 
lunch. To end their visit to 
campus, prospective students 
were paired up with current KO 
students and shadowed their 
lunch period and G period class. 

A lot of planning goes into 
making sure every student has 
a shadow and a class, and Mrs. 
Crowther describes the process 
as similar to a jigsaw puzzle.

“We have to look at all of 
our G classes and all of our G 
classes that are set up to accept 
guests, whether it’s a smaller 
classroom or a lab or an elec-
tive, what would be a really good 
representation of KO,” she said. 

Freshman Marrich Somrid-
hivej and Lindsey Bailey both 
hosted prospective students and 
said they enjoyed the experience. 
“I brought him to my English class, 
and it was pretty fun,” Marrich said. 

Overall, Mrs. Crowther 
said the event and its choice 
o f  p r o g r a m m i n g  w e r e 
well received by families.

 “I think the choice of 
programming was neat,” she 
said. “You know every accepted 
student comes here with different 
interests and different expecta-
tions, so allowing them to kind 
of pick and choose what they 
wanted to see I think was great.”

“Especially since 
they gave students 
the option to 
ask questions, 
it really helped 
them look into 
the lives of actual 
KO students.”                         
– Risha Ranjan
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Sorry, I don’t speak broke: elitism and fashion

by Madeline Arcaro ’21

With brands like Gucci 
and Supreme becoming increas-
ingly popular, numerous KO 
students are seen “flexing” on 
campus by wearing the infa-
mous Gucci stripe or a belt with 
the Louis Vuitton logo on it. 

While some view this as 
just a way of expressing oneself 
through fashion, others view it 
as a status symbol to try to show 
that they are better than others. 

Popular trends among 
KO students have been Louis 
Vuitton belts, Burberry Scarves, 
and the $6,000 Cartier “Love” 
bracelet. Lots of students around 
school have been seen wearing 
these, and have caught the atten-
tion of others. This attention can 
either be positive or negative, 
but the most common reaction is 
“wow, they have a ton of money.”

Wearing brands like Cartier 
or Burberry at a high school isn’t 
exactly typical, and it doesn’t 
go unnoticed by students. “I 
usually assume that they are 
well off,” freshman Ben Baby 
said of students wearing high 
end fashion, “and that they can 
afford it because they are making 
money or their parents are rich.”

Students at KO come from 
a wide variety of backgrounds, 
but a popular conception is 
that students as a whole tend to 
come from very wealthy fami-
lies. When people start wearing 
expensive clothes, many believe 
it’s purely so that people know 
that one’s family is wealthy. 

Gucci’s turtleneck sparks major controversy for being racially insensitive. Photo courtesy of Google Images.

“If someone is wearing 
Yeezys, they’re just wearing 
them because they want other 
people to know they can afford 
Yeezys,” sophomore Mary Ellen 
Carroll said. “Nobody’s wearing 
that because it looks good.”

Lots of people, however, 
believe that designer fashion looks 
superior and it’s not always about 
the name. Sophomore Brandon 
DeLucia, a student who loves 
wearing designer fashion, claims 
that it’s all about looking present-
able and having a good appearance 
and that sometimes it comes with 
wearing nice items of clothing. 

Louis Vuitton bags can go 
for as much as $55,000, and the 
most expensive Burberry item 
goes for around $61,000. With 
that being said, it’s not uncommon 
to see women (and men) around 
Connecticut toting these items. 
People get worried when they see 
high schoolers wearing expensive 

Oxford. “It’s just not what the 
students want,” Mr. Gilyard said. 
However, some students’ opin-
ions contradict that statement.

In a poll sent out to King-
swood students, exactly 50% 
of people mentioned the fact 
that they do not like designer 
fashion for various reasons. 

No one, however, brought 
up the fact that it makes them 
feel bad about themselves. Many 
reasons, including environmental 
issues, moral issues, and just 

and designer clothing, as many 
believe that there are better ways 
to be spending hard-earned money. 

Going further than adults 
judging high school students for 
wearing designer clothing, some 
schools have gone so far as to 
ban designer fashion all together. 
A school in the UK published 
the controversial decision to ban 
Canada Goose jackets (which go 
for around $625 a piece) from their 
school all together. This decision 
was made in order to eliminate 
what they refer to as “poverty 
shaming” on campus, and while 
it might have done that, it also 
made plenty of students angry.

Dean of Students Will 
Gilyard mentioned that there has 
been no consideration of banning 
high end clothing at Kingswood 

the way designer fashion looks, 
came up in students’ answers. 

“High end fashion is a waste 
of money and destroying our natural 
resources,” sophomore Emma 
Henry said. “I strongly detest it.” 

“High end 
fashion is a waste 
of money and 
destroying our 
natural resources, 
I strongly detest 
it.”

-Emma Henry 

“I tend to judge 
people when they 
buy ugly items 
from designers, 
because I know 
they spent so 
much money on 
something that 
doesn’t look 
good.”

-Brandon 
DeLucia 

“When I see 
someone wearing 
a brand that’s 
had a blackface 
scandal, I feel 
embarrassed on 
behalf of them.”

-Mary Ellen 
Carroll Louis Vuitton belts can go for thousands of dollars. Photo courtesy of Google 

Images.

Fashion is one of the largest 
sources of pollution in the world. 
With the way that fashion is 
headed, it could ruin our natural 
resources during high schoolers’ 
lifetimes, as well as completely 
destroy the industry as a whole. 

The movement of sustain-
able fashion has become increas-
ingly well-known, but has not 
hit mainstream just yet, as 
most major brands have yet 
to take a step to become more 
environmentally-conscious. 

Moral issues also prevent 
KO students from wearing high end 
fashion. “High end fashion is uglier 
and also pretty racist,” Mary Ellen 
said. “Most designer brands are 
drenched in blackface scandals.” 

One of the designer brands 
that has had a notable controversy 

is Gucci. The Italian designer 
brand released a sweater that 
came out in the fall/winter 2018 
collection that many people 
claimed was racially insensitive. 
The turtleneck pulled up around 
the face with a red cut-out for the 
mouth. It sold for $890. After the 
controversy, Gucci removed the 
sweater from all stores, and made 
plans to hire a new global director, 
as well as plans to increase 
diversity in their designers.

Gucci isn’t the only brand 
to have a serious scandal, with 
Prada and Burberry also having 
controversies. Many people 
believe that wearing these 
brands says something about 
someone’s moral standards. 

“When I see someone 
wearing a brand that’s had a 
blackface scandal, I feel embar-
rassed on behalf of them,” Mary 
Ellen said. “Clearly they’re either 
unaware of it or they don’t care.”

With the moral issues with 
designer brands, a lot of people 
don’t wear high end fashion. 
However, the main issue that came 
up with students is that designer 
fashion doesn’t always look good.

“I tend to judge people when 
they buy ugly items from designers 
because I know they spent so much 
money on something that doesn’t 
look good,” Brandon said. “If you 
have money, why would you waste 
it on something of such bad taste?”

Logos or notable designs like 
the Gucci stripe have a reputation 
of being tacky or ugly, and when 
they can be remade by other compa-
nies, many people believe that it’s 
not worth buying from a designer. 

“Any other company could 
make [the Gucci stripe] and 
sell it for half the cost and still 
make a profit,” Brandon said. 

60% of people in a survey 
believed that fashion is a status 
symbol, which is where the 
elitism element comes in for 
students at KO. If someone is 
wearing a designer brand, to 
many it’s obvious that they come 
from a very wealthy family. 

The definition of a status 
symbol is “a possession that is taken 
to indicate a person’s wealth or 
high social or professional status.” 

“People use fashion to 
indicate their socio-economic 
status to strangers, new acquain-
tances, and others,” Emma said. 
40% of people mentioned that 
they notice what other people 

wearing all of the time, and when 
someone is wearing a designer 
item, it’s hard to go unnoticed. 

When you have students 
coming from a wide array of 
backgrounds, many people feel it’s 
important to look or dress a certain 

way.At KO, some students feel that 
they need to wear designer fashion 
to maintain a reputation. “I pride 
myself in always having a good 
appearance,” Brandon said. “I think 

the way one dresses can repre-
sent how much they care about 
upkeeping a good reputation.” 

H o w e v e r,  s o m e o n e ’s 
choices in fashion don’t always 
represent who they are or their 
background. “I  would not 
judge someone poorly based 
solely on their favorite brands,” 
freshman Teddy Schwartz said. 

45% of people at KO have 
their parents buy clothes for them, 
which doesn’t always represent 
their own personal opinions on 
clothing and how they think of 
themselves, or how others think 
of them. A brand or an article of 
clothing could be from multiple 
sources. “If it’s one piece [of 
designer fashion] it could just as 
easily be a nice Christmas present,” 
sophomore Cici Chagnon said,“so 
it’s not really on my radar.” 

Sophomore Oliva Pear 

mentioned that in the end it’s 
all about how you wear the 
clothes. “If you feel beautiful 
and confident, then your status 
is already above everyone 
else in the room,” she said,  
“no matter what they are wearing.”
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Girls A basketball dominates, 
ends season with 10-1 record

Starting the season with a 
strong group of athletes, the Middle 
School girls A basketball team 
walked onto the court each game 
with confidence and determination. 

Coach Bailey along with 
Assistant coach Peter Burdge 
were extremely happy with 
the girls’ success this season. 

“It was like watching you 
put on a clinic on how to play 
basketball,” Coach Bailey said. 

The team finished their 
winning season with a 10-1 
record. They lost only one hard 
fought game against Foote School. 

The girls performances were 
impressive and the team displayed 
sportsmanship in each game 
no matter how upset they were 
about the score or an unfair call. 

Eighth-grader point guard 
and three year veteran Jordan 
DiMauro scored an average of 
12 points per game. “This has 

by Allegra Kotowitz ‘23 been one of the most successful 
seasons I’ve had being on 
this team. I’m really proud of 
how we did,” DiMauro said. 

Eighth-grader center and 
two year veteran, Alex Arnold also 

Boys A basketball blazes through 
by Aarya Dalal ‘23

 The boys A basket-
ball team sped through the 
winter season with an impres-
sive 7-3 record. “The team this 
season was a group of kids that 
worked really well together, and 
believed in each other,” Head 
Coach Matthew Kocay said. 

The Middle School A Girls Basketball team huddles around Coach Bailey during a timeout. Photo by David Newman

was enthusiastic about the season. 
“I really think that our team grew 
as not only teammates but friends 
and we had a lot of fun times.” 

Coach Burdge had never 
coached girls basketball until this 

year. “I thought the season was 
basically perfect, the way they 
played and competed, and the focus 
that they showed during practice 
was amazing,” Coach Burdge said. 

Overall, the team was 

very  success fu l ,  and  the 
coaches and returning players 
are confident for next season. 

U p p e r - p r e p  f o r w a r d 
Lia Arnold is excited for next 
season. “I think our team 

“This has been 
one of the most 
successful seasons 
I’ve had being 
on this team. I’m 
really proud of 
how we did.” 
–Jordan DiMauro

will be strong and we will be 
successful next year,” she said.

The team hopes to carry their 
momentum into next year’s season.

Eighth-grader guard Cooper 
Schumacher said he thought this 
season was fun. “It was a good 
season. It was fun. I did not want 

it to end,” Schumacher said.
 Coach Kocay said he 

believed that the team this season 
played many good games, but 

Eighth-grader Devin Wolff reaches for the ball on defense in the Kingswood 
Oxford Hewett Gym against a tough opponent. Photo by David Newman.

thought the team’s last game 
of the season was their best, 
when KO beat Renbrook for a 
second time by a score of 58-38. 

“ I  l o v e  h o w  w e 
domina ted  Renbrook  our 
s e c o n d  g a m e  a r o u n d , ” 
Coach Kocay said.  

Although Coach Kocay 
thought that the second Renbrook 
win was their best, a couple of 
individual players had their best 
games against other opponents. 
Eighth-grader guard Devin Wolff 
felt that he had a great game 
against Solomon Schechter. “Defi-
nitely Solomon Schechter, cause 
we played very well as a team. 
It was also one of my highest 
points scoring games,” he said. 

E i g h t h - g r a d e r  g u a r d 
Jacob Joseph felt that his best 
game was against Foote. “I was 
a threat on defense, and even 
though it wasn’t my most high 
points, I only had 14 that game, 
I had a good game,” he said.

“I love how 
we dominated 
Renbrook our 
second game 
around.”

–Coach Kocay

The team will be losing a 
lot of strong players next year, 
when all the eighth-graders 
move on to the high school. 

 “Some of the seventh grade 
boys will need to step up and bring 
in quality leadership skills. I think 
Jack Decker and James Living-
stone would have to be the ideal 
two leaders,” Schumacher said.

“It was a good 
season. It was fun.

–Cooper Schum-
acher
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Intrasquash improves 

Despite the fact that fewer 
than half of the intramural squash 
team had experience in squash, the 
team was able to greatly improve 
their skills. “We had several kids 
who had never played squash 
before, and some really made a lot 
of improvement,” said Assistant 
Coach Samantha Cassidy,“mostly 
in their serving, because serving is 
a skill that really takes a lot of prac-
tice, it takes a lot of time and effort 
to really get used to that serving 
motion and using those muscles.”

Many of the players on the 
intramural team enjoyed playing 
squash. “I think it was quite fun 
for the time I was there,” said 
seventh-grader Tobias Van Wilgen.

“I felt pretty good about it, it 
was a great experience. I can’t say 
that I was very good at squash, but I 
definitely learned some new skills,” 
said eighth-grader Eve Repp.

Even though the team 
had no matches against other 
schools during the season, a few 
of the team’s stronger players 
played with the A squash team. 

“We had several players 
play with the competitive team,” 
said Coach Cassidy, “I think 
we had four or five players who 
competed, which is really nice.”

However, some of the intra-

by Daniel Deng ’23 mural team’s players are unsure of 
whether they will continue squash. 
“I don’t know if squash is some-
thing that I’d pursue because it was 
something new to try. I’m not sure 

if it’s been fit for me,” said Repp.
Van Wilgen plans to continue 

squash next year. “I plan to do 
squash again next year in the winter. 

I don’t plan on going to a 
team or anything just because 
I don’t have any time for that 
outside of school. But, otherwise, 
I’ll definitely be doing squash 
again next year,” said Van Wilgen.

Coach Cassidy says that 
some of the intramural players 
could move to the A team next 
year. “I think that there’s defi-
nitely a possibility that some 
of our intramural players will 

make the competitive team,” she 
said,“We’ll have to see when 
people try out next year and 
hopefully some of them will get 
some extra practice at the courts 

Olympic Sports 
have fun season

between now and next season.”
Coach Cassidy hopes to 

coach squash again next year, 
and to persuade more girls to 
play squash. “We did have a fair 
amount of girls on the intramural 
team, which was great. But we did 
not have any girls on the competi-
tive team. So, I’m hoping that I 
can encourage some of the girls 
in our middle school to try out 
squash, and then maybe gradu-
ally move up to the competi-
tive team because then it would 
be really great for us to have a 
co ed squash team,” she said.

Swimming 
ends strong

The Middle School swim 
team had three meets this year, 
with an additional meet that was 
canceled. Their record was 3-0 for 
the girls and 0-3 for the boys since 
there was only one boy on the team. 
The team swam against teams 
that were larger in numbers and 
who had their own pools, which 
means they had more practice time.

“We are such an interesting 
mix, all the teams we swam had 
bigger teams, they have their 
own pools, they practice more, 
we are unique in our league,” 
Head Coach Clayton Miles said. 

The team had 19 swim-
mers including eighth-graders 
Sarah  Cioff i  and Maggie 
Dwyer, who both also swim 
for the varsity swim team. 

The middle school swim 
team was made up of 18 girls and 
one boy, seventh-grader Charlie 
Simons. Unlike the other teams 
they swam against, the team was 
outnumbered and lost practice 
time every day because they had 
to travel to the University of Saint 
Joseph to practice in their pool.

Assistant Coach Erika 
Costantini thought the first meet 
was the best. “I really loved the 
first meet because I got to see 
the mix of leadership from really 
experienced swimmer and them 
helping swimmers who had 
never competed before,” she said. 
Coach Costantini also admired 
the courage that the new swim-
mers displayed during the meets.

Sixth-grader experienced 
swimmer Meghan Jo enjoyed 
being a new member of the team. 
“I liked cheering for other people 
at the end of the lanes,” Jo said. 
The Middle School swim team was 
the most spirited team in each of 
their meets. Swimmers cheered 
for their teammates at the end 
of the pool. Whether it was the 
100-meter individual medley or 
the 50-meter freestyle, everyone 
on the team encouraged each 
other to swim for a new best time.

An already small team will 
shrink even more with seven eighth-
graders leaving for high school 
next year. The two coaches hope 
to be able to practice more and to 
have several new members of both 
genders join the team next year.

Since KO ended its middle 
school hockey program, Olympic 
Sports has replaced it. “Olympic 
Sports was created as a middle 
school winter sports selec-
tion for students that did not 
choose basketball, swimming, or 
squash,” said founder of Olympic 
Sports Ryan Radmanovich. 

C o a c h  R a d m a n o v i c h 
wanted to introduce students 
to a sport they had never tried 
before. Athletes play a variety of 

games from manhunt to handball
Those who play Olympic 

Spor t s  have  a  very  h igh 
opinion of it. “Olympic is the 
best winter sport and I think 
everyone should join next year. 

And there is a game for 
everyone there, and if you are 
really competitive you can go 
try hard there and if you want to 
just hang out with friends you can 

by Jacob Joseph ’23

Intramural squash athletes pose with their coaches. Photo by David Newman.

by Hannah Krause ’23

Coach Bailey, a great 
leader on the courts

Passion, intensity, and posi-
tivity are three qualities that any 
coach needs to possess in order to 
motivate their players to strive for 
personal growth. Middle School 
Girls A Basketball Coach Judy 
Bailey uses her energetic influ-
ence and experience to show her 
athletes that they can improve with 
a bit of enthusiasm and hard work.

Coach Bailey, who doubles 
a sixth-grade science teacher, 
is a KO alumna and one of 
the school’s most experienced 
coaches. While she was a student 
here, she played lacrosse and 
basketball and continued these 
sports in college. Throughout 
her years as a teacher, she has 
coached nine different teams. 
This year, Coach Bailey coached 
the middle school girls A soccer, 
basketball, and lacrosse teams.

In her position, Coach 
Bailey brings that same zeal and 
experience with her to every prac-
tice and game as she once did as an 
athlete. “I love to share my passion 
for the games that I’ve played, so 
like basketball and lacrosse. But 
I also like seeing my players, 
especially the younger ones, 
develop their skills and develop 
a love for the game,” she said.

According to Coach Bailey, 
the journey of personal growth 
that she sees her players go 

through makes coaching worth-
while. “I think my favorite part 
is just being able to be on the 
sidelines, watch my team, and be 
proud of them,” she said, “and 
to know that I played a role in 
helping the girls get to where they 
are. That is just a great feeling.”

Eighth-grade soccer player 
Kyra Dunnirvine said that the influ-
ence of Coach Bailey’s enthusiastic 
and positive presence has players 
just as eager to improve as she is to 
watch them do so. “[Coach Bailey] 
always encouraged us to work 
harder so we could improve and 
perform in a way that we person-
ally felt proud of,” she explained.

Likewise, eighth-grade 

basketball player Jordan DiMauro 
said she feels Coach Bailey shows 
players that they can never go 
wrong by constantly working hard. 
“After a rough game against Foote, 
[Coach Bailey] taught us that one 
bad game doesn’t define us,” she 
said. “She reminded us that one loss 
isn’t going to kill us, as long as we 
were trying as hard as we could.” 

Coach Bailey has clearly 
exerted a positive influence on the 
KO community for many years.

As long as she sticks 
around and keeps doing what 
she has been doing, her passion 
and love for athletics will 
continue to positively influence 
the athletes in years to come.

by Maggie Dwyer ’23

Coach smiles with Athletic Director Debbie Fiske. Photo by David Newman. 

“Olympic is 
the best winter 
sport and I think 
everyone should 
join next year.”

–H. Roggendorf

just wait for practice to start and 
talk with your friends, which is 
something I indulged in. If you 
want to make playlists even then 
you can do that, because there 
is a spot for everyone there,” 
eighth-grader Olympic Sports 
veteran Hana Roggendorf said.

In Olympic Sports, students 
are exposed to a variety of games.  
“I like futsal a lot as one of the 
main games we play but one of 
my favorites is when we play 
knockout and manhunt on fun 
Friday,” Roggendorf said. “I used 
to play knockout and I used to 
have to play dodgeball in middle 
school. I would always hide in 
the corner,” Olympic Sports 
Co-Coach Anastasia Quinn said. 

Those who play Olympic 
Sports love the perfect mix of fun 
and freedom. “You don’t have to 
take it too competitively, because 
there is so much freedom, Like we 
have time before practice where 
we can do whatever we want 
and we can pick our activities on 
fun Friday,” said eighth-grader 
Preston Seaver. Seaver loves that 
the games aren’t competitive. 

 Those who play Olympic 
Sports love it because it is so 
inclusive. Both coaches and 
players love what they are doing 
and hope that anyone who doesn’t 
want to play basketball, squash or 
swimming will join the fun and 
not competitive Olympic Sports.
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Intramural b-ball 
takes it to the hoop

Although many members of 
middle school intramural basket-
ball were new to the sport this 
season, the team still managed 
to come together and improve 
immensely over the course of the 
season. While there were no offi-
cial games, Coach Joshua Garrison 
worked to help all players develop 
their skills and have a good time. 

With so many new players, 
it was fortunate that Coach 
Garrison walked onto the court 
with a good deal of experi-
ence. “I played basketball in 
middle school and high school, 
I coached the boys B team last 
year, and I used to play some 
pick up back in the day,” he said. 

The group itself was quite 
the mix, having been composed 
of five eighth-graders, three 
seventh-graders, and seven 
sixth-graders. Coach Garrison 
described the team as having 

boundless enthusiasm bouncing 
off the walls. Eighth-grader 
Pierce Flynn said he agreed and 
thought the team was a lot of fun.  

Typically, each practice was 
split into two different sections. 
“For the first part of practice we 
would do a lot of competitions and 
skill work,” Coach Garrison said, 
“and then the second part of prac-
tice we would play more games.”

Throughout the latter half of 
the season, the team participated 
in a heated tournament, which was 
divided into three smaller teams: 
the Patriots, the Camerons, and 
the Champions. In the end, the 
Camerons won with a record of 
6-3-1 and the Champions came 
in a close second, only losing one 
additional game with a record of 
6-4-1. Sadly, the Patriots ended 
with a losing record of 4-5-0.

The season concluded with 
a game against the middle school 
girls A basketball team. In the 
end, with the help and motiva-

tion from Coach Garrison, the 
intramural team prevailed 23-19. 
Eighth-grader and starting point 
guard for the girls A basketball 
team Jordan DiMauro said she 
still enjoyed playing against intra-
mural basketball, even with the 
loss. “It was completely unfair 
because they had Mr. Garrison, 
but it was still super fun,” she said.

Many intramural players 
said they are sad the season is over 
but feel lucky enough to have had 
the chance to learn from such a 
knowledgeable coach. “I definitely 
recommend [joining the intramural 
basketball team] because it was a 
great experience and it helped 
me learn basketball,” Flynn said. 

As for next year, Coach 
Garrison has shared a few of his 
ideas. “I plan to take the intramural 
team to the next level; hopefully, 
they will be playing some games 
against other schools,” he said. 
Whatever is in store for the team 
next year, it is sure to be exciting.

by Tess Chapman ’23 This past season, the Middle 
School girls B basketball team had 
six games and won three of them. 
With thirty people trying out, the 
coaches had to make cuts for the 
first time in several years, sending 
many girls to the intramural team.  
With this finalized skilled group 
of girls they managed to achieve 
one of their best records in several 
seasons.“We had a different range 
of talent as some people had 
played before and others were just 
learning this year; there was a great 
mix of skill throughout the team,” 
Coach Katherine Nicholson said.

Assistant Coach Amanda 
Pasko agreed. “The coolest thing 
was seeing how people improved. 
Even though we didn’t keep a close 
tally, you could see visible improve-
ments as people played,” she said. 
While not many girls had played 
previously, the team still managed 
to attain a satisfactory record.

 Coach Nicholson said the 
girls played hard and to their best 

of their ability, so some of the 
losses were very close games. “One 
game was lost by only two points, 
it was a real nail biter,” she said. “

A l t h o u g h  w i n n i n g 
that game would have been 
great ,  the most  important 
thing was the girls’ growth.”

Seventh-grader Kelly Step-
nowski said she really enjoyed 
the warm environment of the 
team since it was her first time 
playing basketball. “I had so 
much fun, and I was with my 
friends who were experienced and 
taught me how to play,” she said.

Both coaches said they are 
looking forward to working with 
the girls who are returning to the 
team next year and hope to have 
just as many girls come and try 
out in future years as this year. 

However, they also said 
they will miss players who will be 
moving on. “[Eighth-graders] Madi 
Oh and Olivia Dufresne-Achatz 
were a great help on the team this 
year and we are really going to 
miss them,” Coach Nicholson said.

Girls B Basketball 
secures 3-3 record
by Jolie Flash ’23

Although the team started 
the season 0-3, boys B basket-
ball finished with a 3-1 run. 
The predominantly sixth-grade 
squad made massive strides 
during the season, with each 
player  improving great ly. 

Head Coach Kyle Chapman 
said he believed that the team’s 
slow start was due to a lack of 
experience. “There was a large 
group of kids on my team who 
had never played in a basket-
ball game before, so just being 
in a game was just disorienting 
for a lot of them,” he said.

Boys B basketball bounce 
back from a tough start

Sixth- grader Guru Anand fights for the ball during a 33-25 win against 
Renbrook.  Photo by David Newman

Eighth-grader center Patrick 
Kinney concluded that ball move-
ment was a key factor in the team’s 
turn around. “In the first couple of 
games, we would not pass the ball 
a lot and we would just chuck up 
threes and that cost us to lose a lot 
of points and it ended up making us 
lose games,” Kinney said. “ After 

one win we felt like we picked up 
our ball movement and we kept 
winning because we learned to 
move the ball and play as a team.”

The team’s first win came in 
a 33-25 victory against Renbrook 
and they carried that momentum 
into a 41-26 victory against Eagle-
brook. “I think [our best game was] 
when we went to go play Eagle-
brook on a Saturday. Even though 
we were missing like all of our 
team, we only had six players, 
we ended up scoring our highest 
points in one game, and we ended 
up winning by a lot,” Kinney said. 
“That’s when we started to move 
the ball a lot and we were getting 

a lot of easy, open shots and layups 
and we played great defense.”

The team capped this win 
streak with a 40-21 win against 
Hamden Hall, winning by the 
largest amount this season. 
Although they finished the season 
3-4 after a 29-38 loss against 
Watkinson, the team’s season 

ended as an incredible success.
Both Coach Chapman and 

seventh-grader power forward 
Alex Levin named Kinney as the 
team leader.”Our team’s leader 
was definitely Patrick Kinney,” 
Levin said. “He would always 
start the chants, we would give the 
KO cheer after practice, he really 
led the team and was our leader.” 

Coach Chapman said he 
agreed.“Patrick Kinney actually 
was a great, great leader. He was 
just always really positive, and 
the kids all really like Patrick, 
and so people listen to him. 
Patrick has a really good ability 

“[Even though]
we only had six 
players, we ended 
up scoring our 
highest points in 
one game, and we 
ended up winning 
by a lot.”

– Patrick Kinney

Eighth-graders 
excel on varsity 

Middle School students 
with an exceptional athletic 
skill can have the opportunity to 
compete on varsity level teams. 
This year both varsity girls squash 
and varsity swimming and diving 
have middle school team members. 

Eighth-graders Maggie 

Eighth-grader varsity athletes Maggie Dwyer and Ely Alleyne  stand side-by-
side, laughing and smiling. Photo by Jordan DiMauro ’23. 

Dwyer,  Sarah  Cioff i ,  E l i 
Brandt and Ely Alleyne all 
compete at the varsity level.

Dwyer, Brandt, and Cioffi 
swim or dive for KO’s varsity team. 
Alleyne is the only middle schooler 
playing for the squash team.

“P lay ing  fo r  va r s i ty 
squash helped me create bonds 
with people that have guided 
me through my middle school 
years. They have been role 
models in my life,” said Alleyne. 

“All the high schoolers were 
super welcoming, and I made so 

many really good friends,” said 
Dwyer. All these players agreed 
that playing with high schoolers 
have formed amazing relationships.

“Sarah definitely helped 
out our sprint relays, she was our 
anchor, and Maggie’s versatility 
was a great asset,” said girls Head 
Coach Kata Baker. The swimmers 
really helped the team and were 

a factor in their overall success
Brandt, the sole diver, 

broke school records and then 
went on to score personal 
be s t  s co re s  t h i s  s ea son . 

Without Brandt, King-
swood Oxford would not have 
a diving team, and he has 
brought a great deal of experi-
ence to perform so well in meets.

Although they are not 
the same age as most of their 
competition, middle school 
athletes are still able to compete 
and add value to varsity teams.

by Jordan DiMauro’23by Ignacio Feged ’23

to get people to do the right thing 
without being preachy about it or 
talking down to anyone,” he said. 

With only Kinney, Ben 
S tenge l ,  and  Sam Brom-
berg moving on to the Upper 
School, both boys A and B 
basketball will have plenty of 
high quality players next year.
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Feged shines

When the KO middle school 
boys A squash team finished the 
year with a winning record of 
5-3, Assistant Coach Samantha 
Cassidy was asked to decide who 
the player of the moment would be. 

Coach Cassidy chose 
eighth-grader Ignacio Feged 
because of his role as a really 
p o s i t i v e  a n d  s u p p o r t i v e 
leader of the team this year. 

The team was led by 
six eighth-graders, including 
team Captain Elliot  Shani 
and Co-Captain Feged. Some 
of the matches were well 
played, but some were a chal-
lenge for the team and Feged, 

“Our last one with Rectory 
was especially tough,” he said. “I 
told the team that the advantage 
we had over other teams was that 
we were better athletes because 
most of the people on our team 

play other sports like soccer. I 
said to them that ‘you can run, 
these kids are good at squash but 
they’re not necessarily that fast.’ 
However, Rectory’s team was 
athletic and really good at squash, 
which made it difficult for us.”

The season was full of ups 
and downs, and Coach Cassidy 
noticed one particular moment 
that was her favorite of the season. 

“I saw Ignacio and one 
or two other players talking 
to one of the younger players 
and just being really encour-
aging to that person after a 
pretty difficult match,” she said. 

“That was one of my favorite 
moments because it showed how 
well our team came together and 
supported each other, even when 
things were a little bit challenging.”

The middle school squash 
team will miss Ignacio and his pres-
ence as a leader when he continues 
his squash career in high school.

by Preston Seaver ‘23

Player Profile: point 
guard Jordan DiMauro 

Girls A basketball’s hard 
work this season resulted in 
an amazing 10-1 record. A big 
contributor to these wins was 
eighth-grader point guard Jordan 
DiMauro. This season DiMauro 
has averaged 12 points per game 
which has helped her stand out 
on the team, along with her work 
effort and passion for the game. 

“Jordan as a player goes 
out and works really hard every 
practice, and I have seen this all 
three years,” Head Coach Judy 
Bailey said about Jordan, with 
whom she has had the pleasure 
of working with for three years.

“In games, even back 
in sixth grade, she was super 
scrappy and aggressive even 
though she was tiny compared to 
the girls she was playing against.” 

Throughout the years, 
DiMauro has had a tendency 
to work hard on and off the 
court  and has  t ransferred 
her energy to other players.

“[Jordan] is great about 
sharing her passion of the sport, 
she brings that with her,” Coach 
Bailey said. “She took it seri-
ously and made sure the girls 
were taking it seriously and 
working as hard as they could.” 

Coach Bailey also noted 

that DiMauro has been a solid 
contributor in scoring every game. 

“She had a few games 
where she scored more points 
than she thought she did,” 
Coach Bailey said. “Her biggest 
game was Hamden Hall with 
20 points.” Her impact is seen 
not only by Coach Bailey but 
also by many of her teammates. 

“I think that how she 
plays really makes other people 
want to follow along and makes 
them want to be the best that 
they can be,” said eighth-
grader forward Alle Kotowitz. 

DiMauro has shown great 
skill in driving the ball up the 

court and scoring points for her 
team throughout the season. Her 
highlight of this season, however, 
did not necessarily include scoring. 

“One of our players was 
very quiet… me and a couple 
of the eighth graders wanted 
to get her out of her shell. And 
toward the end of the season she 
finally opened up and showed 
who she was and that was really 
fun to see,” said DiMauro.  

As DiMauro wraps up 
middle school and moves onto 
the high school, she said she 
hopes to be playing for varsity 
and plans to contribute similar 
energy to the teams she plays for. 

by Elyana Alleyne ‘23

Feged swings hard as he chases down the ball. Photo by David Newman. 

DiMauro dribbles hard to the net during a game. Photo by David Newman. 

For Coach Miles, 2019 
season goes swimmingly 
by Sophia Brunalli ’23

Form 2 Dean and science 
teacher Clayton Miles is the 
passionate,  dedicated,  and 
competent swim coach who 
has been coaching at King-
swood Oxford for thirty years. 

He has coached both 
middle school and varsity swim 
teams over his coaching career 
at KO. He even coaches middle 
school boys lacrosse, though he 
describes himself as a swim coach. 

“I know swimming inside 
and out,” Mr. Miles said. “I know 
basics, I know the current theory, 
I talk to college coaches, I talk 
to high school coaches. I am a 
swim coach. In lacrosse, I know 
lacrosse, but I am completely 
a basics  lacrosse  coach.” 

The most prominent differ-
ence he noticed transferring from 
coaching varsity swimming to 
coaching middle school swimming 
was that the athletes were more 
open-minded to improvement. 

“The biggest challenge in 
middle school is paying attention 
and actually caring as much as I do 
about it and I get that, that’s okay,” 
he said. However, he noted the 
upper school team has a different 
mindset. “The upper schoolers 
have a tendency to think they know 
it all when they don’t,” he said. 

Assistant Coach Erika 
Costantini said the reason why 
athletes admire Mr. Miles as a coach 
so much is because of his enthu-
siasm and expertise in the sport. 

“He combines a  real 
passion for the sport. I’m just 
beyond impressed with his 
knowledge of the finer details 
of technique and the knowledge 
of the sport he brings,” she said. 

Every day at practice he 
concentrates on a particular tech-
nique of his swimmers’ strokes. 

“We detail every part of our 
race from the way we get into the 
water to the way we go through 
the water to the way we propel 
ourselves through the water to 
the way we change directions and 
all of this is in an environment 
that we weren’t born to be in,” 
said Mr. Miles describing what 
the team focuses on at practice. 

Eighth-grader and three-
year member of the middle school 
swim team Hannah Krause said 
she especially benefited from 
Mr. Miles manner of coaching. 

“He focuses more on devel-
oping your technique before 
you can go faster, so to me that 
makes more sense than learning 
to go fast and having your stroke 
become bad,” said Krause. 

  Be courageous. That is 
the advice Mr. Miles gives to his 

swimmers each swim season. 
“If you are not willing to 

put yourself out there and you’re 
not willing to take risks, you’re 
never going to improve. Ever,” Mr. 
Miles said. He also said that atti-
tude is a key factor in improving 
as a swimmer and as a person. 

No matter what sport you 
play, this advice unquestionably 
should be considered because 
any athlete would be unwise to 
ignore the advice of one of the best 
coaches KO has ever employed. 

Coach Miles smiles brightly for the 
camera. Photo courtesy of EB Taylor. 

Boys A squash 
ends season 5-3
by Cole Ellis ’23

By the end of the season, the 
KO middle school A squash team 
achieved a record of 5-3, which 
kept their morale high during the 
season and gave many players 
the chance to improve their skills.

The team never gave 
up and always tr ied their 
best in whatever skill they 
were working on at the time. 

From practice to games, 
they never stopped trying to 
improve. “They showed a lot of 
resilience and the ability to adapt 
to whatever they were doing,” 
Assistant Coach Samatha Cassidy 
said, reflecting on the season.  

W h e n  e a c h  p l a y e r 
competed against the more chal-
lenging teams, they did their best. 

“I  th ink they played 
their best during the tourna-
ment that we played in,” Coach 
Cassidy said. “They did really 
well because they had to adjust 
to the skill levels of the teams 
and it was a long tournament.”

Eighth-grader Co-captain 
Ell iot  Shani  said being a 
captain didn’t feel different 
from just  being a player. 

However, he and the other 
eighth-grader Co-captain Ignacio 
Feged had the honor of introducing 
the team before matches. This was 

Shani’s second year on A squash.
This year, the top four 

spots on the ladder were filled by 
seventh-grader Rayyan Haider 
at number one, Feged at number 
two, seventh-grader Cole Banning 
at number three, and sixth-grader 
Jack Krieble at number four. 

Only one of the top four 
players will be moving past the 
KO middle school squash team.

Robby Lingashi, boys 
varsity and JV squash coach, is 
also the head coach of the KO 
middle school squash team. 

“Coach Robby real ly 
helped me improve my shots 
and my game,” Haider said. 

Feged also sang Coach 
Lingashi’s praises. “He’s a 
good coach and has helped us 
improve this season,” Feged said.

Since both Co-captains 
are leaving this year, next year’s 
team will require new leaders. 

“I feel like I’m just going to 
try to help anyone on the team out 
when they need it and I’ll try to be as 
good of a leader as Ignacio was and 
his Co-captain Elliot,” Haider said.

M a n y  p e o p l e  h a v e 
enjoyed playing on this team, 
and interested athletes should 
consider trying out for squash. 

“ I  h o p e  l o t s  o f 
people come to try out next 
year,” Coach Cassidy said.
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Noble speaks on civil discourse at KO 
by Adam Na ’21

Lauren Noble, founder 
of Yale University’s William F. 
Buckley program spoke during 
PLB on Friday, March 29. Invited 
by seniors Matt Safalow and 
Michael Autorino and the KO 
Conservative Diversity Club, 
she spoke about the importance 
of civil discourse and growing 
up in an area of liberal majority. 

Matt discussed how he 
first came in contact with Ms. 
Noble. “I first discovered Ms. 
Noble when researching other 
private schools and seeing 
whether or not they had imple-
mented programs and had brought 
speakers to campus to engage 
in civil discourse and improve 
intellectual diversity,” he said.

Matt added that bringing 
in a conservative speaker was 
new for the school. “Being at 
KO for nearly seven years, I 
realized that we had never had 
this sort of assembly or discus-
sion on campus before,” he said.

Ms. Noble grew up in 
Boston, an area with a known 
liberal majority, and was initially 
politicized by the events of 
September 11, 2001 and the issues 
of foreign policy. With all of her 
friends expressing liberal ideas, 
she decided to educate herself 
on the conservative perspective 
of important issues of the time. 

When asked about growing 
up in a liberal environment she 
stated that it benefitted her. She 
said that on college campuses 
there is a tendency for conserva-
tives to feel stifled and that those 
with conservative beliefs should 
speak up, especially in a country 
where we have the power to do so. 

While individual issues were 
brought up throughout the conver-
sation, the underlying theme of 
the assembly was the importance 

imp of listening for understanding 
rather than simply reacting, and 
eliminating the demonizing of 
those with opposing viewpoints.

She stated that ignoring 
the other side restricts one’s 
knowledge of their own. In addi-
tion, she said that it is important 
to learn how to debate civilly 
because everyone will come 

KO makes change in Paraguay for the 21st year
by Madeline Arcaro ’21

On March 10, 74 students 
and 13 chaperones left KO for the 
21st annual Team Tobati trip. The 
trip to Tobati, Paraguay was origi-
nally created to build the Colegio 
Privado Reinaldo Macchi school. 
Since the first trip in 1998, the trip 
has been more and more successful.

While  in  Tobat i ,  the 
students did a mixture of inter-
acting with the kids from the 
Macchi school, having fun with 
housemates and group mates, 
and community service work.

Originally, the point of the 
trip was to build a school for the 
poorest kids in Tobati. Now that the 
school has been built, the service 
work focuses mostly on other 
things. Some activities that groups 
did were painting classrooms 
at the Macchi School, visiting 
public schools in and around 
Tobati to hand out toothbrushes, 
and working at brick factories. 

The students on the trip were 
put into work groups of around 10 
kids from KO, and about 10 from 

the Macchi school. This combi-
nation of students allowed kids 
from KO and from Paraguay to 
bond and get to know each other. 
“I’m still in touch with some of the 
kids in my group through What-
sApp,” junior Winston Ware said. 

Sophomore Snehaa Ram 
said she made a lot of friends. 
“Everyone down there was so 
genuine and down to earth, and 
it was so refreshing,” she said.

As well as the students, each 
work group consisted of two chap-

erones, ranging from KO alums 
to current KO teachers. “One of 
the most memorable things about 
this trip was the group of chaper-
ones we had,” sophomore Emma 
Henry said. “I got close to a lot 
of the people who were living 

with me and working with me. 
Being able to meet people who 
graduated from KO and to have 
shared experiences with them is 
something you only see in Tobati, 
and is one of the most memo-
rable experiences I’ve had so far.” 

across people of disagreement 
and civil discourse. These are 
some of the messages she hopes 
to send with her program at Yale, 
the William F. Buckley program. 

M a t t  s a i d  t h a t  M s . 
Noble’s message is directly 
aligned with the message of 
KO Conservative Diversity. 

“Ms. Noble’s experience 
of being an outspoken conserva-
tive voice at Yale and engaging 
in civil discussion with liberal 

classmates is exactly the type of 
environment that KO Conservative 
Diversity tries to foster,” Matt said.

As a senior at Yale, Ms. 
Noble founded the program 
which initially began as a small 
speakers series which would 
hold civil debates. Over the past 
ten years they have grown to 
hold lectures, conferences, and 

debates between people with 
opposing political viewpoints. The 
program held 48 events last year. 

Ms. Noble was inspired by 
Buckley, a Yale graduate from the 
class of 1950. During the conversa-
tion she attributed the title of “the 
godfather of modern conserva-
tism” to him. The program seeks 
to encourage many of the ideas 
that she spoke of while at KO. 
Rather than solely encouraging 
conservative beliefs, it seeks to  

encourage diversity of thought and 
listening to opposing viewpoints. 

Finding common ground 
between two sides and finding a 
way to disagree productively are 
among the highest priorities that 
the program looks to promote, and 
ones that Ms. Noble spoke of at KO. 

After her preliminary 
speech, seniors Matt Safalow 

and Michael Autorino took to 
the stage for some questions that 
they had prepared for Ms. Noble. 
These were followed by open-
mic questions from the audience. 
These questions included how 
she gets her news today, how 
she was politicized as a middle 
schooler, identity politics and how 
it is affecting America, freedom 
of expression, and reducing the 
stigma around conservatism.

Chinese teacher Naogan 

Ma also came up to the mic for 
a crowd pleasing story about her 
experiences running for office 
and not identifying with a certain 
party. She spoke to the importance 
of recognizing the group of inde-
pendents in the country, and how 
students can learn not to label based 
on party, but to talk as a citizen. 

Ms. Noble’s visit gener-
ated a varied response from 
the KO community. Discus-
sions about the assembly took 
place in classes that followed.

“I heard a group of students 
who I had never known to be 
politically active discussing the 
assembly and their opinions 
on some of the topics brought 
up during the Q&A session,” 
Matt said about students he had 
heard talking in the dining hall.

“To me,  hearing this 
discussion occur proved that 
the hour-long assembly had 
been a success,” Matt said.

Sophomore Jacob Schwartz 
said that the assembly was impor-
tant. “At first I was skeptical 
because I thought she would 
just hammer us with her beliefs, 
but I thought it was important 
that she separate her beliefs 
and the idea of civil discourse 
she was talking about,” he said. 

“I thought it was good that 
she came and spoke to us even 
though I disagree with what she 
said,” sophomore Chris Morris said.
      “I believe that all groups who 
feel that marginalization against 
them should continue to partner 
with the KO administration about 
having assemblies about fair-
ness,” Matt said. “This will be 
the only way to engage in civil 
discourse in the future,” he said. 
        Although some disagreed 
with certain points, plenty of 
KO students agreed that what 
she had to saw was impor-
tant for the community to hear.

Despite plenty of physical 
labor, students were also given 
some free time to do what they 
want, and students had lots of 
fun memories that didn’t involve 
working. “I will always cherish 
the friendships I made and the 
daily trips to [the local ice cream 
shop] for passionfruit ice cream,” 
sophomore Christina Lu said.  

Unlike past trips, this year’s 
trip to Tobati had a lot of rainy days. 
But despite the rain, students still 
found ways to have fun. A lot of 
activities that took place outdoors 
were moved inside or resched-
uled, and coordinators of the trip 
found ways to work around it. 
For example, students went to the 
national church of Paraguay, a new 
trip this year that was rewarding for 
many. The annual pool party still 
happened, in spite of the weather. 

A favorite memory among 
many students were the truck 
rides to and from daily activi-
ties. Students rode on the backs of 
pickup trucks in order to get places, 
something that many people 
haven’t done. “The truck rides 

were unmatched to anything I’ve 
ever done,” Snehaa said . “It was 
easily my favorite part; bumping 
all types of music, talking to the 
Paraguayans, I loved every bit.” 

One thing that students 
enjoyed about their work and 
housing groups is that they 
were paired with people from 
KO who they didn’t always 
get the chance to talk to often. 

While students could write 
who they wanted to be with, the 
work groups were mixed up in 
order to get people communi-
cating. “Overall I really enjoyed 
getting to interact with people I 
otherwise wouldn’t have,” sopho-
more Geethika Chandragiri said. 

Many students enjoyed 
the trip so much that they have 
convinced others to come next 
year, and excitement for next 
year’s trip has already started. 
“Some of my friends went to 
Team Tobati this year,” sopho-
more Evan Banning said. “And 
they all told me how great the 
trip was. I’m so excited to get the 
opportunity to go in the future.”

Ms. Noble adresses the Kingswood Oxford community from the podium of Roberts. Photo courtesy of Benjamin Baby.

A group of KO students and Paraguayans smile wide. Photo by Ronald Garcia.
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Girls tennis wins three for season start
by Cohl D’Addabbo ’21

The KO Girls Tennis team 
shows promise and a bright 
season ahead starting out with a 
win against Hall last Friday, 4-3. 

The team is experienced and 
ready for the season with many 
returning Varsity and JV players. 

The team plans on being 
a force to be reckoned with 
this year and hopefully fighting 
their way to another title.

So far this year, the team 
has had two scrimmages: one 
against Hall High School and the 
other against Deerfield Academy.

T h e y  t r u m p e d  H a l l 
4-3 but fell to Deerfield in 
a  match la ter  that  week. 

I t  was close but  the 
teams new star player, seventh 
grader Kay Chin lost her set by 
a crazy one point tie breaker.

“Unfortunately we lost, 

but overall it was a very strong 
performance and the team played 
well,” sophomore Issy Rome said. 

The team also had three 
successful league matches. They 
beat Hamden Hall (7-0) on April 8, 
defeated Kent School (6-3) on April 
10, and came out on top against 
Pomfret School (4-3) on April 12.

“I think we have a close 
team and a lot of potential, so it 
will be an exciting season. We 
have a lot of matches and most 
of the team played at the varsity 
level last year so we all have some 
good experience,” Rome said. This 
year the team only has two seniors 
(Molly Baron and Isa Raymond), 
but hopes to still be able to 
compete with their opponents.

The toughest challenge 
down the road is “having a 
commitment to the team” Rome 
said, “and keeping a positive 
mindset even through losses.” 

The most important part of the 
team is having a positive attitude. 

H e a d  C o a c h  R o n a l d 
Garcia said he keeps this in mind 

when he coaches the team, and 
plans on the season going well.

He has been coaching for 
many years and has the expe-

rience to know what the team 
needs, and will always do what he 
knows is best for all the players. 

Along with being the glue 
that holds the team together, 
Coach Garcia said he likes to 
have fun and brings humor to the 
tennis court whenevoer he can..

To  h e l p  t h i n g s  r u n 
smoothly, Girls tennis acquired 
a few new managers to the team. 
junior Nick Hamzavi, senior 
Nick Bray, and senior Lian 
Wolman all volunteered to help 
out with practices and games. 

It may not seem impor-
tant, but the team wouldn’t be 
able to function without them.

Al though the  vars i ty 
girls tennis team may have 
lost a few players in the past 
few years, they can only build 
from here. The future of the 
team looks prosperous and the 
brightest seasons are yet to come.

Boys lacrosse charges 
into spring season

Girls softball team off to 
uncertain, new beginnings 

by Kush Kataria ’20

The boys lacrosse team 
started their season with a new 
coach and youthful energy. 

The boys lacrosse team 
started off their season with a team 
trip to Florida over march break. 

They had fun and at the 
same time practiced hard for 
their upcoming season. “The 
trip was a great bonding experi-
ence as the kids spent time with 
their teammates in a different 
atmosphere,” Head Coach Brett 
Garber said. “The kids had fun 
while training for the season.”

The team had an early 
season scrimmage against Hall 
High School on Friday, March 29. 

The team fought hard 
and tied the game. “The team’s 
offensive was good that game,” 
junior goalkeeper Owen Jakacky 
said, “But the team steal needs to 
improve on passing and catching.”

The team had their first 
game on Saturday, April 6 
against Greens Farms Academy. 

The boys fought hard 
and with heart but couldn’t 
muster out a win and lost 10-1. 
Freshman goalie Arthur Smith 
had a lot of impressive saves. 

Sophomore midfielder Chris 
Sienko said that the team could 
do a better job clearing the ball. 

T h e  b o y s  t h e n 
faced Canterbury School . 

They fought and battled 
their best but did not come 
out with a win, falling 12-1. 
“Smith played really well,” 
junior midfielder Nick Traver 
said. “He scored our only goal.”

The boys then faced Forman 
School on April 12 and won 9-2.

Coach Garber said that 
the strength of the team is the 
two defensive senior Captains 
Mike Aronson and Jack Cavo. 

Jackacky said he agreed 
that the team has a great defense, 
led by the two senior captains.

“The defense is flexible and 

adapts  quickly,” Jakacky said.
C o a c h  G a r b e r  s a i d 

that the team’s goal is to be 
the best the team can be and 
stay focused during games. 

“A goal of ours is making 
sure that in games we don’t lose 
focus and effectively imple-
ment what is learned in prac-
t ice,” Coach Garber said. 

The goal for the boys 
lacrosse team is to simply 
win the most games possible 
and be better than last year. 

The team this year has 
a great balance of players.

 The team is young this year 
compared to previous years. There 
are currently 11 freshmen on the 
team and this makes physicality 
and size an issue for the team as 
middle school lacrosse is very 
different from high school lacrosse.

Physicality will come with 
experience for the younger players. 
“We have a bright future with all 
the young talent,” Aronson said. 

Jackacky mentioned that 
the team’s attack is better than 
last years and that there is a great 
team bonding, partly due to the 
Florida trip over March break. 

Aronson said that the team 
could work on communication. 

Overall, this year’s boys 
varsity lacrosse team is in 
great shape for the season and 
is optimistic for the future.

“I want to give the team the 
best opportunity to win and just get 
better,” Coach Garber said. “I want 
to make sure that the team concepts 
are good and that they have a posi-
tive season which is fun to coach.” 

The team faces a number 
of teams in the upcoming week 
(Rye Country Day School on 
Monday, April 22, Hamden Hall 
Country Day School on April 24, 
and King School on Sat. April 27).  

The team is preparing for the 
competition ahead which means 
practicing hard.  They look forward 
to these  games and playing 
hard teams this year.  

by Keegan McMahon ’21

The varsity softball team is 
off and running on what the team 
expects to be a great season led 
by seniors Brigid Bernier, Kaylee 
Diaz, and Melissa Luari and Head 
Coach Jason Bradley. Adding to 
the excitement for Coach Bradley 
is the addition of new assistant 
coaches joining his staff and the 
welcoming of several younger 
players eager to join the Wyverns.

The Wyverns spent the first 
two weeks of their season prac-
ticing indoors in a secluded and 
small section of the Hoffman field 
house. Just as they were familiar-
izing themselves with one another, 
the players were faced with the 
challenges that come with going 
on spring break for two weeks 
and then having to resume prac-
tice upon their return. Determined 
to succeed, the girls managed 
to bond as a team and start the 
year strong with a 1-1 record.

On April 4, the teamed 
played Taft, but despite a hard 
fought and competitive battle, 
eventually lost 6-4 to the Rhinos. 
The visiting Wyverns scored 
their first run when eighth-grade 
pitcher Kyra DunnIrvine managed 
to steal 3rd base and home to put 
the Wyverns up by one run. The 
next two runs were scored off a 
line drive and a pop up that found 
the gap. The Wyverns’ final run 
was scored by sophomore short-
stop Ava Radmanovich, who 
was able to score after a series of 
walks allowed by Taft pitching.

DunnIrvine led the team 
on the mound with stellar 
starting pitching that saw her 
strike out at least one Taft batter 
each of the first three innings. 

On April 6, the softball 
team hosted Wilbraham and 
Monson Academy and crushed 
their opponents 18-8 at home. 
The considerable time spent 
batting and base running at prac-
tice paid off for the Wyverns 

as many players had a hand in 
contributing to the win. Sopho-
more Olivia Pear and freshman 
Mackenzie Caruso led the team in 
hitting, each producing four hits.

The team played aggres-
sively and their defense made 
consistent, solid plays throughout 
the entire game. Coach Bradley 
and the girls believe this game 
will be the catalyst that pushes 
the Wyverns in the right direc-
tion to ensure the remainder 
of the season is a success.

The girls also lost to 
Ethel Walker School (17-1) 
on April 10. They also lost 
to  Chesire  on  Apri l  13.  

Bradley said he believes his 
team’s mental attitude and their 
practice regime is what will lead 
them to more wins. “We have 
been teaching kids all new posi-
tions since we have so many new 
girls and so many open positions,” 
Coach Bradley said. He said the 
team’s main focus in practice is on 
hitting, especially on the different 
types of specialized hitting, 
like bunting and slap hitting.

Coach Bradley also stated 
that he is working on developing 
and increasing his players soft-
ball IQ. He wants his players to 
know how to respond to different 

circumstances that arise during 
a game and to know where the 
ball is going before it is even hit 
to a certain spot on the field, all 
skills that usually players gain 
not only through practices, but 
through actual game experiences.

The team has set many goals 
for the year, including dedicating 
themselves to improving every 
day and giving 110% every time 
the team steps onto the field. “We 
want everyone to get 3% better 
each day,” Coach Bradley said.

Bradley said that after a 
game, the coaches and the players 
reflect on the their performance 
and look at what the softball team 
did well and on what they can 
do to improve. The following 
practice the Lady Wyverns work 
hard to apply what they learned 
in anticipation of using it to be 
successful in their next game.

Coach Bradley said the 
team dynamic is all-around 
great and that everyone is easy-
going and out to have fun. 

It is this positive atti-
tude that Coach Bradley feels 
will help the Wyverns as they 
encounter the middle and most 
important part of their season.

Their next home game is 
on Saturday, April 20 at 2:00 p.m.

The girls softball team lines up to hear the the national anthem before the start 
of the game. Photo by David Newman. 

Sydney Smith ’21 makes contact with the ball. Photo by David Newman. 
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Track and field sprints, throws to victory
 by Keegan McMahon ’21

The boys and girls track and 
field team, led by senior Captains 
Thomas Betts, Coltrane Joseph and 
Ellis Winfree and by senior captains 
Erin Bowen, Sydney Jett and 
junior captain Ainsley Vaughan, 
respectively, are running head-
first into a promise filled season 
that is expected to provide team 
members with many opportunities. 

The teams are determined 
and have adopted a mindset 
in dedicating themselves to 
improving their track times or 
field event distances or heights 
each and every chance they have.

This year the team returns 
several experienced runners and 
field event athletes, which has 
enabled the coaches to give them 
harder, more advanced workouts. 

As the team prepares for their 
season and New England cham-
pionship meets, Betts reflected. 
“These meets are great opportu-
nities to compete at a high level 
and get personal bests,” he said.

Track and field has had two 
important early season meets. In 
the first meet, on April 6 against 
Pomfret, Wilbraham & Monson, 
and Stoneleigh-Burnham, the 
boys came in second, losing to 
Wilbraham and beating Pomfret. 
The girls lost by two points to 
Wilbraham and beat Pomfret. 

In this opening meet, there 
were several key performances. 
The boys 4  by 100 meter team won, 
with strong performances from 
sophomore Elijah Enfante, who 
also came in first in the shotput, 
and senior Broox Bolden, who 
came in first in the 200 and the 400. 

On the girls side, the 4 x 
400 team won the event, and 
junior Syndey Taffe, in addition 
to being on the winning relay 

team, also won the triple jump, 
came in second in the high jump, 
and came in second in the 100.  

The second meet of the 
season was on April 10 against 
Greens Farms Academy and 
Watkinson. Head Coach Tricia 
Watson described this as a 
building meet. The rock solid 4 x 
100 team of freshman David Shi, 
junior Jaden Lovelace, sophomore 
Jeff Davis, and Bolden took first 
place with a time of 47.6 seconds. 
Joseph came in first in the 800, 
and Winfree had a remarkable 
day with wins in the 300 inter-
mediate hurdles (with a time of 

49.3), the shotput, and the discus. 
In the 110 hurdles, Lovelace 
came in first with sophomore 
Braden Flowers coming in second. 

The girls team also had a 
strong performance. Jett won the 
triple and long jump. Freshman 

Olivia Reynolds came in first in the 
800, followed in third by freshman 
Ashley Stepnowski. Sophomore 
Annelise Vaughn took first in 
the 200 with a time of 28.6, and 
sophomore Sophia Schultz came 
in right behind her in second with 
the same time. Sophomore Rinn 
Sterling took first place in the 100 
with a blistering speed of 13.7.  
Sophomore Stacey Zhang had a 
strong day in the field, taking first 
in shotput and second in discus.    

In their pursuit of victo-
ries, the boys team has shown a 
commitment to practice and has 
mainly focused on two essen-

tial aspects of track and field: 
developing physical strength and 
learning the proper technique and 
form in competing in their events. 

The boys team is fortunate 
to have a large number of devoted 
athletes. One of the team’s strengths 

Golf swings into a major new year
by: Jacob Knowles ’22

After losing in their first 
match of the season, the golf 
team is energized to turn things 
around and has high hopes 
for the rest of the season with 
a team of seasoned players. 

On April 10, the team 
headed out to The Gunnery 
School for their first match of the 
new spring season. They faced off 
against two very talented teams: 
Loomis Chaffee and The Gunnery. 

Kingswood Oxford shot well 
and scored a tough 226, but they 
still fell to both teams in a close 
match.  Loomis Chaffee won the 
match with an even score of 210 
and Gunnery took second with 206. 

Although they did lose, 
the team is still in enthusiastic 
spirits since everyone performed 
well. Senior Garth Swanson 
played number 1 and shot a 45, 
junior Niko Rodriguez who 
played number 2 shot a 40. 

Junior Will Layden played 
number 3 and shot a 48, junior 
Karstian Lang played number 4 
and shot a 49, senior Ryan Peterson 
played number 5 and shot a 41, 

and finally junior Troy Gostyla 
played number 6 and shot a 51.

“Overall I think we played 
great,” Lang said. “It was a great 
season opener, but in the end 
Loomis and Gunnery just have 
some really good players. It was 
only the first match, and everyone 
was still just getting into the 
season, so we’re not worried.”

The team is happy with 
their first match, but they realize 
that there is still work to be done 
in order to have a winning season. 

Compared to last year’s 
group, the team is essentially the 
exact same, as there were no seniors 
on last year’s roster. The team has 
grown older and more experienced. 

Nearly the entire roster 
are upperclassmen this year with 
only a couple of underclassmen 
joining the team this year.

“We just have to prac-
tice and get back into it,” said 
Rodriguez. “Our first loss can 
be partly blamed on the weather, 
but at the end of the day mother 
nature’s not swinging the clubs. 
We’ll get back into it in no time.” 

They  p layed  Loomis 
Chaffee again on April 17 along 

with Westminster and Kent. 
Last year, the golf team did 

not have the best season, ending 
in an overall record of five wins 

and 18 losses. They were very 
young and many had never played 
at the varsity level. This year, the 
entire team is very optimistic and 

confident that they will improve 
their record from last season. 

The team has to play 
every match, except for two, on 
the other team’s course, which 
is going to be a challenge that 
they have to overcome. The only 
other home match they have is 
the KO invitational on May 22. 

The team is lead by Head 
Coach Scott Dunbar. Coach 
Dunbar knows that the team 
has improved over the off 
season and is ready to utilize 
their strengths and win as many 
matches as possible this season.

Like the first one, there 
wil l  be  more chal lenging 
matches this season against 
some really good competition. 

The team is aware of this 
and is prepared to practice for the 
tough matches because they are 
determined to have a good season.

This years team features 
a very talented and experienced 
roster of six guys that are eager 
to kick the season into full gear.

Kingswood Oxford’s next 
home match is on Wednesday, April 
20 at Tunxis Country Club against 
Avon Old Farms and Canterbury. 

lies in the fact that many members 
are receptive to trying new events. 

“We have people training 
for every event and there is 
no one area where not enough 
people are interested,” Betts said.

However, a minor conse-
quence of such a large, young team 
lies in its lack of experience in 
competing for championships. The 
common goal of success has led the 
team to support one another and 
to rely on one another to always 
give their best when competing.

Head Coach Alex Kraus 
wishes the season was longer 
since everyone seems to have fun.  

As the season progresses, 
the coaches hope to continue to 
work on techniques specific to 
running, shot put, javelin throwing, 
different jumping events and to 
establishing an overall team culture 
that Kingswood Oxford teams 
of the past have been known for.

The girls’ team hopes 
their record this year reflects 
how much hard work they put 
into practice on a daily basis.

The girls team, same as the 
boys, is looking forward to the 
Founders League Championships 
and the New England Champion-
ships, having enjoyed great success 
last year in placing fifth overall in 
the New England Championship. 

In an effort to return to 
the glory of their past successes, 
the girls have challenged them-
selves with tough early season 
workouts that have forced them 
to get back into peak shape.

“We need to lay the foun-
dation for strength and condi-
tioning,” said Coach Watson. 

 The beginning of the 
season began with strength 
training to build muscle and 
endurance, but as the season 
progresses and the girls begin to 

compete in meets, everyone splits 
up into event–specific groups 
and all focus on the specialized 
techniques required for their 
particular events, be it sprinting, 
hurdles, jumping or throwing. 

There is less of a focus put 
on speed; instead, the athletes 
work on perfecting their form 
and building their endurance.

 To accomplish the team’s 
goal of making competing in cham-
pionships, the team has stressed 
the importance of everyone 
showing up to every practice and 
meet in a good, positive mood.   

The team hopes to realize 
their full potential by putting 
all their effort into competing. 
“I hope we have good relay 
teams and strong running 
a l l  around,”  sa id  Bowen. 

Another  goal  for  the 
season is to have more girls try 
out new events and to become 
more comfortable with the sport 
overall. Coach Watson believes 
the team dynamics is held together 
by the teams’ amazing captains. 

The captains help keep the 
team in check and “They are quite 
the athletes,” said Coach Watson.

In an effort to overcome 
the challenges that come with 
having such a large team, the team 
works hard to cheer on their team-
mates in each and every event. 

“Since we have so many 
girls, it’s hard to stay together, 
but inside one big group are many 
subgroups,” said Bowen. “We 
have the sprinters, the throwers, 
hurdlers, jumpers, the long 
distance groups, and all these 
groups look out for each other.”

Watch the boys and girls 
track and field teams, as they 
give it their  all, at their next 
home game on May 8, at 3:00 
p.m. at Conard High School

Boys on the track and field team run through the streets of West Hart-
ford  to reach Conard Track for practice. Photo by Cecilia Wang ’20

Troy Gostyla ’20 follows the ball after taking a shot. Photo by David Newman. 
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Players of the
Moment:

Senior defensive captains for boys lacrosse, Jack 
Cavo and Michael Aronson. Photo by Jane Liang ’21.

by Conor Caneday ’21  and 
Kush Kataria ’20 Junior goalie Amelia Levine poses for a picture. 

Photo by Aiden Borruso ’20.

Michael Aronson 
and Jack Cavo

The players of the month 
from boys varsity lacrosse are 
senior captains, Defender Mike 
Aronson and defender Jack Cavo. 
Together they have been able to 
coordinate the defense and keep 
the defensive line strong. They 
bring their abundant knowledge 
and experience of lacrosse to 
the team and are clear leaders 
on the field. “They are great 
leaders and mentors on the field.

Aronson said the goal of the 
team is to win as many games as 
possible and try their best. “My 
personal goal is to be a successful 
leader,” Aronson said. “They 
both work really hard,” sopho-
more Conor Caneday said. “They 
are great at rallying the team.”

Aronson has been playing 
lacrosse for over 10 years and both 
players are maestros in the game. 

“This year’s team is very different 
from previous years because we 
have a lot of freshmen and a new 
coach,” Aronson said. “The new 
coach’s lacrosse knowledge is 
abundant.”Aronson said that his 
fondest memory was this year’s 
trip to Florida over break. He 
said that it was a lot of fun and 
the team also was able to get a 
head start on their training for the 
upcoming season. “Florida was a 
new experience to the KO lacrosse 
program,” Aronson said. “This 
experienced allowed the team to 
grow as teammates and players.”

Cavo has been playing 
lacrosse since third grade. He 
is also a soccer player and was 
a serious gymnast for 12 years. 
He said he was initially drawn 
to the sport of lacrosse because 
of the fast pace of the game, and 
he continues to enjoy it at the 
high school level, as it requires 
a different level of lacrosse IQ 
to play the game well. Given the 

large number of freshmen on 
the team, he is hopeful about the 
future of the KO lacrosse program. 

Cavo admits that coor-
dinating team defense can be 
challenging. “Getting every-
body on the same page can be 
difficult,” he said. Nevertheless, 
Cavo and Aronson are helping 
shape these young players.    

“They are great players 
and leaders on the field,” 
junior Nick Traver said. “It is 
a pleasure playing with them.”

Amelia Levine
The girls varsity Lacrosse 

player of the moment is junior 
goalkeeper Amelia Levine for 
her consistency in goal and 
for her amazing performance 
this past week against Taft. 

It is Levine’s third season 
in goal, but she didn’t always 
intend to play goalie. “Allerton 
asked if I wanted to play goalie,” 

said Levine, “I agreed and started 
to realize that I was good at it, 
and wanted to keep playing.” 

After the first few games of 
the season, Levine has showcased 
her skill and passions for playing 
goalie. She has consistently saved 
a multitude of various shots her 
opponents take on her. Head Coach 
Tim Allerton is very impressed with 
her ability. “She is a rock in goal,” 
Coach Allerton said, “I couldn’t be 
more pleased with her play so far.”

Levine’s star performance 
so far came this past week against 
Taft. “I actually had 19 saves. That 
might not seem good, but for a 
goalie, its impressive,” Levine said. 

A total of 39 shots were 
taken on Levine throughout 
the course of the game. The 19 
saves she made gave her almost 
a 50% save percentage. That 
is really impressive. It means 
that for every shot taken, it’s a 
50-50 chance Levine will save it.

In her other games as well, 

Levine has been averaging just 
under a 50% save percentage 
as well. This is very hard to do. 
“She is someone who her team-
mates can rally around,” Coach 
Allerton said. “Her level of play 
has increased a lot as well.” 

Levine mentioned that the 
only reason she can play like this 
is because of her team. “My team 
is so supportive,” Levine said, 
“Without them I would not have 
been able to keep my head up 
and play the way I did.” Her team 
rallies around her and supports 
her, just as she supports them.

With the res t  of  the 
season ahead, Levine has two 
goals: “a big goal for me is to 
beat the school record for the 
number of saves,” Levine said, 
“another is to have a 50% save 
rate every game this year.” 

As evidence by her perfor-
mance in recent games, Levine is 
well on her way to accomplish both 
of those goals by the end of the year. 

Varsity boys tennis 
swings off to wins

With exceptional hard 
work and team effort, the boys 
varsity tennis team has started 
up the season with a 2-1 record.

The first match of the 
season was on Tuesday, April 2, at 
Hamden Hall. The Wyverns domi-
nated Hamden Hall all across the 
board resulting in a 7-0 victory. 
Head Coach Andy Krugman was 
pleased with the effort from his 
team. “Everyone was able to play, 
and everyone won their match,” 
Coach Krugman said. “The kids 
learned a lot, playing in difficult 
weather conditions, and learning 
about more about shot selec-
tions. Overall a good learning 
experience.” Highlighting some 
of the best moments from the 
teams opening win include senior 
Michael Autorino and senior 
Jack Gao both earned their first 
varsity wins playing doubles. 

Senior Andrew Holland 
and sophomore Jaden Wein-
stein also teamed up to win a 
doubles match. Sophomore Jacob 
Schwartz and freshman Teddy 
Keegan both won their singles 
matches. Senior captain Luke 
Riemann won his match as well. 
“Luke has maintained an incred-
ible career at KO and is truly a 
great player, but what is great 

see is how much of a team guy 
he is,” Coach Krugman said. “he 
puts the team in front of himself.” 

The boys also placed third in 
the KITTs which  took place April 
6 and 7. They faced a tough loss 
to Deerfield (6-0) on April 10 and 
won to Gunnery (7-0) on April 13.

During pract ices,  the 
players work on a several different 
strokes. However, practices are 
also a combination of volleys, 
serves, situational work, with 
a blend of fitness and cardio. 

For cardio, the players 
mostly do short distance sprints. 
“We like to have some fun team 
challenges and interactions 
throughout the course of practice as 
well,” Coach Krugman said. After 
practice, the boys will occasion-
ally have a team meeting, which 
does not include the coaches.

Coach Krugman said that 
he wants everyone to work hard, 
improve, and represent the school 
in good fashion. “Win with class 
and lose with dignity,” Coach 
Krugman said about team goals. 

Finally, Coach Krugman 
said it wouldn’t be out of reach 
for this team to earn an invitation 
to the Class A New England tour-
nament. Following a big first win, 
the Wyverns have a strong part of 
their schedule coming up and look 
forward to continuing their success.

 

Coach of the month: 
Boys tennis coach Andy 
Krugman leads the team

Head Coach Andy Krugman 
came to Kingswood Oxford as a 
soccer and basketball player. He 
played baseball his freshman year 
but decided it wasn’t for him. 

The assistant basketball 
coach and head tennis coach at 
the time, knew what a talented 
athlete Coach Krugman was and 
demanded that he played tennis.

He immediately fell in love 
with the sport. After playing for the 
JV team his sophomore year, he 
made varsity when he was a junior. 
“I had no idea the tennis world was 
out there,” said Coach Krugman. 

He was amazed by how 
such an individualized sport had 
such a team feel. He immediately 
became close with his teammates. 
Despite playing with talented 
players such as Dan Goldberg, 
Coach Krugman most fondly 
remembers the van rides and the 
great friends he made along the 
way. Coach Krugman was even 
introduced to his wife through 
one of his tennis teammates.

Coach Krugman took over 
the varsity tennis team in 1993 
when he came to teach at KO 
from the coach who initially 

convinced him to play. He has 
developed a winning culture and 
has had many talented players, 
but he sees his major objectives 
as developing a love for a game 
while fostering love within his 
team. “Obviously you want to 
win,” Coach Krugman said, “but 
at the end of the day there are 
bigger things than that, it’s about 
connecting with your teammates.” 

C o a c h  K r u g m a n  i s 
constantly trying to remind his 
team that even though you play 
alone, you are still a team. “If you 
have a bad match, you can still 
enjoy the day through your team-
mates,” Coach Krugman said.. 

Whether  you win  or 
lose, Coach Krugman said 
he wants people to look back 
fondly at KO tennis, and still 
feel the same childish joy 
when they pick up a racquet.

E v e n  t h o u g h  C o a c h 
Krugman stresses that it is about 
the team and not about the winning, 
they still have done a lot of winning, 
as they are constantly ranked near 
the top for division A, and won 
the championship in 2016. Coach 
Krugman has coached and devel-
oped multiple players who have 
gone on to play at the next level.

A d d i t i o n a l l y,  C o a c h 
Krugman led his team to a 
7-0 victory against Hamden 
Hall Country Day School on 
Tuesday, April 2, getting his 
team off to a strong start this 
season. The Wyverns also had 
a strong showing in the KITT.

Coach Krugman’s players 
all have high praise for him. “He’s 
done a great job creating a team 
that people want to play on,” 
said senior captain Luke Reiman. 
Reiman expressed how one of the 
reasons he came to KO was to be 
a part of the winning environment 
that Coach Krugman created, and 
said that Coach Krugman is one 
of the main reasons he enjoys 
coming to practice everyday.

Sophomore Jaden Wein-
stein also only had positive things 
to say. “He is a great coach who 
constantly has a positive attitude 
which is contagious and trans-
fers to rest of the team,” he said.

Coach Krugman’s story is 
very unique, just like he is. Not 
often does one have a coach that 
cares so much about his players 
and can find something posi-
tive to say in the worst defeats. 
“He is literally one of the nicest 
guys ever,” Riemann said.

by Mitchell Autorino ’19

by Nick Traver ’20
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Baseball kicks off season with key 
victories and team trip to Florida

The baseball team opened 
up their season with an astounding 
game on Monday, April 1, against 
Westminster School, winning 16-1. 

Junior pitcher Nick Cannata 
got all ten of his outs by means 
of the strikeout and senior Eryk 
Jones came in and closed the 
game, not giving up a run. Head 
Coach Steve Cannata said junior 
Jack Marshall and sophomore 
Mike DeMio had good hitting 
games, as they both had two hits.

On Wednesday, April 3, KO 
faced Trinity-Pawling School, 
where they lost 12-4. Despite 
the troubling score, the Wyverns 
did produce some good offense 
as sophomore Sam Smith hit a 
homerun. Coach Cannata said 
that the scoreline doesn’t accu-
rately reflect the game. “We 
only had one bad inning in two 
games,” said Coach Cannata.

On Wednesday, April 10, 
the baseball team hosted Choate 
School. The game ended in a 3-3 tie. 
The game had to end early because 
as the game went to extra innings, 
it became too dark to continue. 
Senior pitcher captain Evan Moore 

gave up no earned runs. DeMio 
had another great hitting perfor-
mance as he had another game 
with multiple hits. Junior catcher 
Tim Cotter also had a strong 
performance, as he was able to 
reach base on multiple occasions.

On Saturday, April 13, the 

Wyvens traveled to Kent School 
where they played a hard fought 
game, but unfortunately they came 
up just short, losing in ten innings, 
with the final score being 6-5. “We 
fought well but had a few errors 
that ended up costing us the game,” 
said senior outfielder Aidan Shea.

Coach Cannata said he is 
happy with where his team is at for 
this early on in this season. “Being 
so early in the season we are still 
feeling things out defensively, and 
that is already starting to sort itself 
out,” said Coach Cannata. He also 
said that he is happily surprised 

with how well his team has been 
hitting, especially since it is so 
early in the season. Cannata also 
said that the team has really bonded 
well so far this season. “We’ve 
had great chemistry so far and it’s 
only going to get better,” he said. 

Coach Cannata said his 
goal for this season is to finish in 
the top four teams. The Founders 
League this year decided to 
establish a playoff next year, 
which will be composed of the 
four teams with the best record. 

Despite their being no 
playoff this year, he wants his 
team to fight hard to prove to the 
Founders League and themselves 
that they can make the playoffs. 

Coach Cannata said that he 
believes his team is up for the task 
and says that pitching depth will 
be very important as they have just 
begun a short 19 game season with 
little recovery time for his pitchers.

The baseball team has 
encountered an unfortunate stint of 
weather so far this season, as two 
of their games have been rained 
out, but hopefully the weather will 
permit the Wyverns to avenge their 
loses to Trinity-Pawling School 
on Saturday, April 20, at home.Tim Cotter ’ 20 is ready to make the catch against Choate Rosemary Hall. Photo by David Newman

Girls varsity lacrosse hustles their 
way to wins with strong offense

With the spring season fully 
underway, girls varsity lacrosse has 
faced their first few opponents. Last 
year, the girls went 10-8, going 3-3 
in their league. They also gradu-
ated seven seniors last year, leaving 
them a young team this year. 

The Wyverns started out 
the season with a tough loss 
against Pomfret 14-9. With 
such a high scoring game, 
multiple players stood out. 

The biggest two were 
sophomore Victoria Swanson and 
senior Co-captain Mia Seymour.

Swanson came out at the 
beginning of the season as a 
strong player. She is consistent 
with fundamentals and a hard 
worker. Seymour is always there 
to make the play and command 
the field.  She is someone 
the team can truly count on.

A l l  o f  t he  Wyverns 
performed really well and excelled 
all around. Each of the Wyverns 
were aware of each other and it 
benefitted multiple areas of their 
game. The girls have a strong 
sense of communication and are 
able to play cohesively. They 
talked off ball on defense and 
ran their offense, cutting and 
shouting to get open so they could 
score as many goals as they did.

In the second game, the 
Wyverns continued the trend of 

scoring goals. Sadly, they could 
not pull out the win against 
Suffield Academy, losing 15-9. 

A variety of players were 
dominant forces on the field, 
especially junior goalie Amelia 
Levine. Levine has been consis-
tent in goal, making countless 

tough saves. Another player 
who is dominating is junior 
midfielder Angelina Maselli. 

Masell i  moved up to 
midfield this year, and has show-
cased her skill over the past 
couple games. Finally, freshman 
midfielder Abby McLaughlin has 

proved herself over the past two 
games, showing she can command 
the field and be a strong player.

Overall ,  the Wyverns 
have worked extremely hard 
on their offense and passing.  

This can seen by the many 
goals scored by various players. If 

the Wyverns can improve together 
as a team, they will become a force 
to be reckoned with as the young 
team becomes more experienced.

“My fellow captains and 
I have been really impressed 
by how well the girls have 
stepped up to learn more about 
the game and improve their 
own skills!” Seymour said.

In their third game, the 
Wyverns suffered a defeat against 
Taft 20-3. Even though the 
Wyverns lost, they continue to 
develop their fundamentals and 
style of play as a team. If they 
do so, they are bound to win. 

The main goal the Wyverns 
want to tackle is their transi-
tions. Transitions are a critical 
part and arguably one of the 
hardest parts of the game. If 
the Wyverns can continue to 
improve their transitions, they 
can create more fast breaks and 
score goals that could ultimately 
impact the turnout of the game. 

“We are a really young 
team this year,” said Coach 
Allerton. “We are just prac-
ticing our fundamentals and they 
are getting better everyday.”

The Wyverns are looking 
to bounce back on Monday, April 
22 against Westminster. The 
game will be tough, but if the 
Wyverns continue to work hard 
and improve, they will become 
a force to be reckoned with.Goalkeeper Amelia Levine ’20 is a wall, refusing to let anything by her in goal. Photo by David Newman.

by Conor Caneday ’21

by Nick Traver ’20


