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On Friday, April 10, five 
sophomore students partici-
pated in the finals of the 2015 
Speakers’ Forum, a  long-
standing t radi t ion at  KO.

In i ts  27th year,  the 
Speakers’ Forum has been a rite 
of passage for all Form Four 
students. The competition includes 
a presentation of an interpretive 
reading chosen from either a short 
story or an excerpt from a book.

This year,  sophomore 
Carolyn McCusker won the compe-
tition with BJ Novak’s humorous 
short story “Walking on Eggshells.”

The five finalists made it 
through preliminary and semi-
final rounds of the competition 
before advancing to the finals, 
which were presented in front of 
the entire Upper School. The final-
ists were Carolyn and sophomores 
Noah Stanton, Celia Jarmoc, Becca 
Richard, and Manisha Satheesh.  

The students were judged by 

how well they created their speech, 
how well they presented it, and how 
well they portrayed it. In addition, 
they had a time restraint of four 
to six minutes, with a 30-second 
grace period. A point deduc-
tion would be given if a student 
went over or under time restraint.

In the preliminary round, 
each sophomore presented his 

or her reading to their respec-
tive English 4 classes. The 
class then voted on two winners 
to advance to the semifinals. 

Being able to judge their 
peers gave the students a glimpse 
on the critical side of public 
speaking. Sophomore Alec Rossi 
said that it allowed him to be able 
to appreciate both sides of the 

competition. “By having access to 
scoring rubrics, I was able to deter-
mine what factored in to making 
a piece well-received,” he said. 

The semifinals took place 
on Thursday, April 9, in Tomasso 
Hall and were judged by a panel of 
teachers.  The semifinalists were 
sophomores Tim Bucknam, Alex 
Cahill, Ben Coady, Trey Dugan, 
Noah Hawks-Ladds, Madison 
Kalkstein, Abby McGuire, Ben 
Putterman, and Poppy Sheehan, 
in addition to the five finalists. 

English teacher Ronald 
Monroe said that during the past 
few years, Form Four students have 
been appreciating the event more 
and more. “It is a good experience 
that over the years has solidified its 
importance through Form Four,” 
he said. “Everyone always does it 
and comes out of it really happy 
that they got to experience it.” 

Carolyn said she chose 
her piece because she likes other 
writing by the same author. “I 
already had read writing by B.J. 

McCusker wins annual Speakers’ Forum
Novak before, so I just read 
many of his pieces until I found 
one I liked,” said Carolyn. “From 
there, I just needed to prac-
tice my story enough so that it 
wouldn’t be over the time limit.”

In the end, the practice 
paid off, as she clocked in at 
six minutes and 29 seconds, 
with only one second remaining 
before she would be penalized. 

“She was judged for excel-
lent speaking, and she was able 
to give exceptional reading time 
after time,” said Mr. Monroe. 

Director of Teaching and 
Learning and English teacher Asha 
Appel said sophomores enjoyed 
the entire process and were very 
excited about it. “This is my 
favorite time of the year,” she said, 
“and I think it is for a lot of them too. 
Everyone in the grade is engaged, 
and everyone talks about it a lot.” 

She said this year’s Speakers’ 
Forum lived up to its expectations 
and exceeded it with a great final 
round to complete the competition.

Speakers’ Forum finalists Carolyn McCsuker, Noah Stanton, Celia Jarmoc, 
Becca Richard, and Manisha Satheesh. Photo by Lexi Banasiewicz ’16.

by JJ Dominick ’18

KO administration ‘shoots down’ Assassins
This year, Kingswood 

Oxford juniors and seniors have 
continued the long-standing 
tradition of playing the competi-
tive game “Assassins.” But 
while students consider Assas-
sins to be a very fun activity, 
concerns about risky behavior 
and safety have made it a subject 
of great controversy at KO.

The rules of Assassins are 
fairly simple: Two students, juniors 
or seniors, form a team and pay 
$20 to enter the game. In each 
round, which goes from Monday 
to Sunday, each team is assigned 
another team to hunt while an 
unknown team hunts them. The 
goal is to hit targets with water-
dispensing equipment such as 
water guns or hoses to score points. 

Only one point per target can 
be scored in a round. If a player 
is hit, their team loses one point. 

by Mark Sheehan ’16 At the end of the round, 
teams with scores between nega-
tive two and zero are disqualified 
and teams with scores of one or 
two move to the next round. The 
game continues until only one team 
is left, and this team wins the pot of 
money made up of the entry fees 
paid by each team. This year, 108 
students entered in 54 teams, 13 of 
which have made it to round three. 

For many KO students, 
Assassins is highly anticipated 
throughout the school year and 
a lot of fun to play, although 
many participants said they 
found the around-the-clock 
nature of the game and risk of 
being hit whenever they were 
off campus to be stressful. 

Junior Ben Steele said he 
enjoyed himself but only “at 
times,” while junior Omar Hashmi 
called the game “stressful but fun.” 
Both of them did say that they 
would be open to playing next year.

Other KO students do not 
think that the potential enjoyment 
outweighs the stress. Senior Rob 
Scappaticci considered playing 
the game, which he described as 
“an unnecessary activity,” but 
decided against it. “The thought 
of marauding students being in my 
neighborhood at all hours of the 
day did not appeal to me,” he said. 

But some underclassmen 
see Assassins as a long-awaited 
part of being an upperclassman at 
KO. Freshman Rob Downes said 
the game is a good upperclassman 
tradition. He he would consider 
playing once he was eligible. 

While students may have 
conflicting opinions about Assas-
sins, KO’s administration is 
decidedly against it. Since Assas-
sins began, attacking targets on 
school grounds has been banned. 

Assistant Head of School 
for Student Life Carolyn McKee 
criticized the game for its inclu-

sion of water guns, which could 
be confused for real guns, and for 
being “unsafe and also incredibly 
time consuming.” She explained 
that changing views towards guns 
since the game first started at KO 
at least 13 years ago makes Assas-
sins unsafe for KO students, saying 
that she believes someone is going 
to get hurt if the game continues. 

Continued on page 16

“The game has no 
real boundaries 
and can occur 
anywhere.”
- Dennis Bisgaard

Ms. McKee also expressed 
concerns about other high schools 
such as Lewiston High School in 
Maine and Lebanon High School 

in New York City where there 
have been incidents involving 
police. School administrations at 
these schools have felt the need 
to proactively attempt to stop 
Assassins from being played. 

Head of School Dennis 
Bisgaard said that the school 
would not consider changing its 
policy towards Assassins if it 
remains in its current form. “It 
may seem harmless, exciting and 
simply good springtime fun,” he 
said, “but it has associated dangers 
since the game has no real bound-
aries and can occur anywhere.” 

KO’s administration has 
chosen to take a more active 
stance opposing Assassins than 
it has in past years. A mistaken 
belief held by some KO parents 
that the game was KO-endorsed 
led to Ms. McKee making an 
announcement at assembly, 
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The rapidly spreading 
rumors are true: KO is, in fact, 
preparing to make the switch 
from the current email system 
FirstClass to Gmail in time for the 
upcoming 2015-2016 school year. 

In addition to using its 
electronic mail and messaging 
services, KO students will also 
have access to the numerous 
education apps that Google 
provides, including but not limited 
to Google Drive, Docs, Slides, 
Sheets, Calendar and Classroom.

Academic Dean of Science, 
Math and Technology Ann Scig-
limpaglia said that this switch 
will create a much more well 
rounded online community, 
where students can work together 
on documents and projects no 
matter where they are located. 

“I think that it gives you 
greater ability to collaborate with 
people that are in your class,” 
she said. “You can do work when 

you’re on campus, and you can do 
it when you’re off-campus, asyn-
chronously or synchronously.” 
By incorporating new methods 
of teaching and learning through 
technology, Ms. Sciglimpaglia said 
that becoming a Google Apps for 
Education school (GAFE) might 
serve to transform the four-walled 
classroom standard into something 
much more creative and accessible.

But though this “endless 
classroom” concept will certainly 
be advantageous to the KO 
community in many different 
ways, it also raises the ques-
tion of when, exactly, school 
life stops and home life begins. 

Assistant Head of School 
for Student Life Carolyn McKee 
mentioned that while the Academic 
Technology Committee was 
researching and developing this 
project over the course of the past 
two years, they experimented with 
tools that allow for kids to interact 
even on days off. “A couple of the 
snow days, we had some meetings 

and we used Google Hangout,” 
she said. “That could set itself 
up for more distance learning.”

Recently, many of the high 
schools across America that have 
switched over to online educational 
bases such as Google and Canvas 
have also transformed into a more 
university-esque environment, 
where snow days, for instance, 
are simply school days at home. 

But Ms. McKee said it will 
be entirely up to the individual 
teacher’s discretion how far to go 
in establishing an online connec-
tion. “I would not go out and be as 
bold as to say that we won’t have 
snow days anymore,” she said. 
“I think that the Google environ-
ment makes it easier for teachers 
who want to do that to be able to 
set up some sort of virtual class.”

Many students, such as 
sophomore Lauren McPherson, 
are excited about the transition, 
especially because of the fact that 
FirstClass is a relatively outdated 
messaging system. “I have been 

having problems with FirstClass 
since I came to KO in eighth 
grade,” she said, “so I can’t want 
to make the switch to Gmail!”

Both Ms. Sciglimpaglia and 
Ms. McKee said that the current 
student portal will still be in use 
next year, although according 
to Ms. Sciglimpaglia, the new 
Google Classroom applica-
tion is “sort like a mini-portal, 
but it’s still in a beta-stage.” 

Additionally, each student’s 
individual username will also 
remain the same as on FirstClass, 
but the domain name will change 
from @k-o.org to @kingswoo-
doxford.org, so any sophomores 
or juniors preparing for college 
applications should give out 
these updated email addresses.

Once KO officially becomes 
a GAFE school and a modern 
online environment is created, Ms. 
Sciglimpaglia said that the student-
teacher relationship will benefit 
tremendously. “We wanted to 
become a Google Apps for Educa-

tion school because it opened up 
the doors to so many more tech-
nological possibilities,” she said. 
“Both students and teachers will 
be more efficient; it is less time-
consuming when it’s all in once 
place, being able to look at and 
manipulate your own calendar.” 

Teachers will not only 
have access to students’ docu-
ments in order to write comments 
and give feedback, but they 
will also  be able to oversee 
their students’ work habits and 
ethics, creating a much more 
concrete sense of accountability.

This complete switch in 
messaging systems will defi-
nitely impact the way that the 
school’s online environment 
works; however, Ms. Mckee said 
she is confident that it will be 
highly successful and appealing 
to the students. “I think that 
change is tough at KO,” she said, 
“but I think that [Gmail] will be 
easier to use, and all that comes 
with it will only benefit us.”

KO to delete FirstClass, install Gmail
by Noah Stanton ’17

The KO Fashion Club hosted 
the KO Fashion Show in Alumni 
Hall on Friday, April 17 at 7 p.m. 
Club President senior Aly Brown, 
in association with the well-known 
company Vintage Chic by Design, 
ran the fashion show with help 
from junior Gwyneth McDonald. 

“My favorite part of the 
night was when I was backstage 
telling the models when to go,” 
Aly said. “Even though it was 
stressful back there, it looked like 
everyone was having a great time.” 

Vintage Chic by Design 
specializes in clothing directed 
toward kids in high school and 
older middle school students. 
Their unique clothing show-
cased at the fashion show was 
highly praised, heard from all 
the cheering and clapping that 
came each and every time a 
model went down the runway. 

“I think all of the models did 
a great job and had fun with it,” said 
Aly. The models included senior 
Lydia Bailey, junior Olivia Shea, 
junior Andrew Zimmerman, senior 
Katie Smith, and many others. 
Most of the models were juniors 
and seniors, although freshman 
Jacob Kulak participated as well. 

Senior Ian Judge emceed 
the event and kept things flowing 
throughout the night. A mixture of 
freshmen, sophomores, juniors, 
seniors, friends and family attended 
the event. All the money that was 
collected from the $5 entry fee went 
straight to the AIDS Foundation. 

“Nobody wanted to take 
[the Fashion Show] on, and 
since Aly and I love fashion, 
we decided to start it up again 
this  year,”  said Gwyneth. 

Vintage Chic provided all 
the clothing to support Aly’s first 
fashion show. “It was my first 

year running this with Aly and it 
turned out great,” said Gwyneth.

Aly will be interning with 
KO alumna Laree Salmon and 
Vintage Chic, and she wanted the 
entire event to be a memorable 
one. “The overall experience was 
a ton of fun! All the models and 
the audience members seemed 
to have a lot of fun and that was 
what we were going for,” Aly said. 

When asked what her 
favorite style of clothing that was 
showcased was, Aly responded, 
“For me, I loved just picking out 
the clothes from Ms. Salmon 
and putting them in order and 
styling them. That was really fun.” 

Overall,  the theme of 
the night was modern vintage 
and the clothing ranged from 
dark colors to bright colors to a 
mixture of both. It also included 
many variations of flannel shirts, 
dresses, sports clothing, and jeans.

Fashion Show revival 
sets trends, helps charity  

“My favorite part 
of the night was 
when I was back-
stage, telling the 
models when to 
go. It was stressful 
back there, but 
it looked like 
everyone was 
having a great 
time.”                  

- Aly Brown

Sophomore Jack Barry poses on the runway as one of many models during the 
Fashion Show Night on Friday, April 17. Photo by Hope Nemirow’16.

Tuition set to rise 
by 4.9% next year

by Jeffrey Baker ’17
by Carolyn McCusker ’17

In January, the KO Board 
of Trustees voted to raise Upper 
School tuition from $35,750 to 
$37,500, an increase of 4.9 percent, 
the largest percentage increase 
since 2011-12, when tuition rose 
by 5 percent. Middle School tuition 
will rise from $33,900 this year to 
$34,900, a hike of  2.95 percent.

“Traditionally, tuitions 
increase every year, but the 
last couple of years we didn’t 
increase much, if at all,” said 
Assistant Head of School for 
Academic Life Natalie Demers. 

Director of Enrollment 
Management Jim O’Donnell 
also noted KO’s previous period 
of small tuition increases.

“[The Board of Trustees] 
held back tuition increases for 
several years during the Reces-
sion,” Mr. O’Donnell said. 
“[They] were wonderful stew-
ards throughout the recession. 
They met the needs of the local 
families while also meeting 
the needs of the students.”

The factors that went into 
the decision were explained in a 
letter sent by Board Chair Avery 
Rockfeller III to KO parents.

The board’s tuition discus-
sions, he wrote, “were again 
based on assessing the needs of 
the School, the financial respon-
sibilities placed on parents, and 
the importance of ensuring that 
future tuition increases are as low 
as possible,” Mr. Rockfeller wrote. 

Mr. Rockfeller wrote that 
the additional funds will go toward 
“offering a rich, 21st-century 
program; attracting and retaining 
the strongest possible teachers 
and staff; providing robust finan-
cial aid for a diverse student body; 
ensuring sophisticated technology 
usage; and continuing to focus on 
and to implement the significant 

enhancements and innovations 
described in our strategic plan.”

Recently, creating more 
of a difference between Middle 
School  and Upper School 
tuitions has also been a deciding 
factor in setting KO tuitions.

“[The] Middle School was 
essentially held flat for a while 
to make more of a gap between 
Middle School and Upper School 
tuitions,” said Mrs. Demers.

For KO families receiving 
need-based tuition assistance, the 
increase will be partially covered 
by the financial aid budget. 

“The financial aid budget 
absorbs part of the tuition 
increase [for those receiving 
tuition assistance], and the fami-
lies cover the remainder of the 
increase,” said Mr. O’Donnell.

Mr. O’Donnell said that, 
in recent years, the gap between 
KO tuition and tuition for 
day students at local boarding 
schools has been made larger.

“Pre-recession, our tuition 
was similar to the tuition of day 
students at boarding schools, but 
now there’s more of a difference 
between the two, which is proof of 
what the board of trustees has been 
working to do for KO families,” 
said Mr. O’Donnell. “Of course, 
we have a priority on local fami-
lies because we’re a day school 
that enrolls mostly local students.”

Upper School Tuition Increases 
2006 – 2015

Year Tuition Increase
2006-7 $26,641 5.95%
2007-8 $28,200 5.85%
2008-9 $29,750 5.50%
2009-10 $29,750 0.00%
2010-11 $31.210 4.90%
2011-12 $32,771 5.00%
2012-13 $33,675 2.75%
2103-14 $34,500 2.50%
2014-15 $35,750 3.62%
2015-16 $37,500 4.90%
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by Benjamin Waldman ’16

The first time I heard about Assas-
sins, the popular spring pastime for KO 
juniors and seniors, was last year. My 
friend briefly mentioned it in conversa-
tion. The game, which has participating 
students use water guns to “stalk” one 
another for weeks on end, hoping to catch a 
victim unprepared, wasn’t appealing to me. 
But I didn’t give it much further thought. 

After considering the nature of the 
game and the venue in which it is played, 
I must abandon my previous indifference 
and take a stand firmly against Assassins.  
I believe it perpetuates, and even esca-
lates, a culture of gun violence that is in 
denial about the seriousness of the issue. 

I spoke to numerous students and 
asked them why they chose to partici-
pate in Assassins (one student said that 
he believes about 100 students joined 
this year, about 50 percent of the eligible 
juniors and seniors). A few said they’re 
looking to have fun. Others said that it’s 
“something to do.” Still others said that 
Assassins provides a fun, community-
building, harmless competition. I disagree.  

I understand that some of you may 
feel I’m overreacting and making too much 
of Assassins. I simply ask that you recon-
sider the issue from a different perspective. 

The United States has what can 
only be described as a gun violence 
epidemic.  Every day,  32 Ameri-
cans are murdered with firearms. 

Looking at the U.S. in relation to other 
developed nations is even more shocking. 
The firearm homicide rate of the United 
States is 20 times higher than the rates of 22 
other developed countries combined. Mass 
shootings such as those in Aurora, Tuscon and 
Sandy Hook have become all too common.  

Our country faces several problems in 
solving the gun crisis, chief among them a 
gridlocked Congress and a Supreme Court 
that has perverted the right to bear arms. 

Assassins denigrates and trivializes the 
conversation that the nation ought to be 
having about gun violence and gun control.  

My concern with Assassins goes 
beyond the theoretic. Ms. McKee detailed 
at an Upper School assembly a few 
weeks ago her experience with the game, 
which includes a call from a police chief 
whose officer was called to the home of 
an unknowing parent who saw a stranger 
armed with what appeared to be a genuine 
firearm in her backyard in the morning. 

An elderly woman, in another incident, 
called the police when she saw a gun being 
pointed out the window of a moving vehicle.  

My overarching problem with this 
game also applies to violent video games, 
laser tag, and a host of other activities many 
young people don’t think twice about. 

To be sure, I’m not a fan of violent video 
games. But Assassins, in my mind, is even 
more destructive because it removes guns 
from the confines of a home, an arcade, or 
an arena, and brings them into the real world.  

In doing so, Assassins presents 
a concrete public safety threat both 
by creating the appearance of illegal 
gun use and by distracting police offi-
cers from real public safety threats.  

The game’s instructions have 
been amended to include a few restric-
tions. No Assassins on school property. 
No Assassins in cars. No Assassins in 
private homes without permission. What 
were the reasons for these restrictions? 

To my mind, they were made out of 
a desire to 1) follow the law and 2) reduce 
fear in the general populace. I am unper-
suaded that rule tweaks will correct the 
fundamental issues that arise from a game 
where citizens publically brandish weapons.  

As KO students, we have an obli-
gation to learn about issues and then 
add to the global conversation about 
them. Assassins, I fear, instead detracts 
from the vital conversation this nation 
should be having about gun violence. 

Think twice 
about Assassins

How do we stay sane and 
healthy during school?

Bleep out Speakers’ Forum
Everyone’s first public speaking expe-

rience is a rite of passage, and KO’s Speakers’ 
Forum makes that rite an adventure. It 
might include some stress, stage fright, 
and even a little competitive spirit, but it 
primarily serves as a memorable experience 
that teaches a skill while bonding a class.

We understand that the sophomores 
who participate face a unique challenge in 
picking a piece to read, because there are 
very few limitations imposed by teachers 
and so the possibilities can seem endless. Of 
course, everyone wants to find a piece that’s 
memorable, interesting, and relatively easy 
to read. It seems that these qualifications 
have led more and more students to choose 
pieces that include expletives and/or raunchy 
humor. But are these pieces being given 

Ask a KO student from today to 
describe their high-school experience, and 
chances are they’ll recall sleepless nights 
spent cramming for tests after arriving home 
at 8 o’clock because a long evening of sports 
practice and club meetings, which followed 
a full day of difficult classes. Of course 
they’ll remember the Hewett Days and 
prom nights too, but the memories will likely 
consist more of the overwhelming stress 
that high school in this day and age causes.

We know that the high academic 
and extracurricular expectations we face 
are part of the package at a college prepa-
ratory school, because they contribute to  
preparing us for and getting us into college. 
However, we also think it’s important to 
recognize that high-school students today 
are dealing with unprecedented expectations 
that put a lot of weight on our shoulders.

The amount of homework we’re 
given makes sense if you take them on a 
class-by-class basis. Even if you take into 
account after-school sports practices, it all 
seems doable. But when you start to factor 
in the club meetings a few nights a week 
you need to beef up your application, the 
classes and studying in preparation for the 
standardized tests that could make or break 
your college acceptance, having a job to help 
pay for ever-rising college tuition – that’s 
when the doable becomes questionable.

Unfortunately, what gets sacri-

ficed most in living a life with this kind 
of schedule is sleep. Not only is lack of 
sleep a vicious cycle (stay up late one 
night, the next day you’ll be tired and 
your decreased productivity will force 
you to stay up late again), but it puts you 
at serious risk for health complications.

Teenagers are supposed to get nine 
to 10 hours of sleep, and many of us are 
barely scraping by with three or four. 
Exhaustion not only worsens the emotional 
complications of high stress levels and 
teenage hormones, but puts students at 
high risk for sickness, as the third quarter 
of this year proved: The most academi-
cally challenging part of the school year 
saw a huge number of people getting sick.

We can’t come up with a realistic solu-
tion for this situation. Like it or not, much 
of our high-school experience is going to 
consist of high stress levels, which unfortu-
nately could take serious tolls on our mental 
and physical health for the rest of our lives. 
However, learning at high levels and, more 
importantly, learning time management skills 
and how to work hard to achieve goals, are 
skills that will improve the rest of our lives.

So, if in 50 years you ask us what we 
remember about our high-school experience, 
we’ll be sure to mention that, despite the 
potential insanity it’s causing us today, the 
sacrifices we’re making to find success in 
high school have been worth it in the long run.

higher scores simply for their “shock value”?
If this were true, students who are 

uncomfortable reading something of that 
nature would be at a disadvantage. Alter-
nately, if judges were turned off by the 
language or themes, students who chose a 
riskier piece would be scoring lower. The 
number of speakers in the final rounds 
the past few years who have chosen to 
read things with language or themes 
that have a little shock value, however, 
would lead us to believe the former.

While we certainly have no 
problem with spicing things up, and in 
fact welcome the interesting conversa-
tion topics and entertainment value that it 
can bring, we hope that the judges aren’t 
placing too much value in these qualities.

Good luck to students 
on upcoming AP exams! 

May the curve be ever 
in your favor.
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If you are reading this, I would 
like to bring to your attention a historical 
matter of great importance. This article, 
unlike several of the other opinions in this 
issue, discusses a matter that extends far 
beyond the bounds of the KO campus, yet 
it is something of which I feel we should 
all be aware of in our modern, strife-
filled world. I am writing about the 100th 
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide.

To give some background history, 
the Armenian Genocide (Medz Yeghern – 
“The Great Tragedy” in Armenian) was the 
attempted mass extermination of the Arme-
nian people that began April 24, 1915, a day 
now referred to as “Red Sunday.” For those 
reading this article on the day it is published, 
you would recognize that date as tomorrow. 

Between 1915 and 1923, it is esti-
mated over 1.5 million native Armenians 
were killed, roughly ¾ of the Armenian 
population in Ottoman Turkey at the time. 
While there had been previous disagree-
ments between Armenians and the govern-
ment of Ottoman Turkey in the late 1800s, 
this was the first large-scale, organized 
massacre, supported by  the Committee of 
Union and Progress, the party in power at the 
time. As if this was not terrifying enough, 
the Armenian Genocide presents a clear 
example of what happens when we do not 
learn from history. The Genocide served as 
a model for figures such as Hitler or Stalin. 

As Hitler wrote in his personal diary: 
“I have placed my death-head formations 
in readiness — for the present only in the 
East — with orders to them to send to death 
mercilessly and without compassion, men, 
women, and children of Polish derivation 
and language. Only thus shall we gain the 
living space (Lebensraum) which we need. 
Who, after all, speaks today of the annihila-
tion of the Armenians?” Despite the evidence 
demonstrating its role as inspiration for both 
of these crimes, it is tempting to view this 
atrocious horror as being less significant in 
light of the Holocaust or Stalin’s massacres. 

Yet, there is something about the 
Armenian Genocide that is not true for either 
the Holocaust or Stalin’s reign of terror, 
something that makes it a highly-contested 
political issue in modern diplomatic rela-
tions. The difference between the Armenian 
Genocide and the other large genocides is 
that the current government of Turkey does 
not recognize that a genocide ever took 
place. According to officials of the current 
Turkish government, the victims were the 
unfortunate casualties of early WWI unrest. 

Turkey also claims that the number 
of deaths was exaggerated and it should 
be recorded as closer to 900,000. Turkey’s 
many political allies, including the United 
States, have also hesitated to acknowledge 
the Genocide and risk Turkey’s political 
disapproval. In fact, no President since 
Ronald Reagan has used the term “genocide” 
once in office to describe this time period.

 In Turkey, the denial stands strong, 
and those who attempt to speak out are 
denied a chance to talk. Perhaps the most 
significant example of this was the assassi-

nation of Armenian newspaper editor Hrant 
Dink in Istanbul on January 19, 2007. He 
had frequently published articles protesting 
the lack of recognition for the Genocide. 

Now, it must be noted that I do not 
blame the current government of Turkey 
for the actions of the Ottoman Turkish 
government. However, their denial of 
incontrovertible historic facts cannot be 
tolerated. These acts of denial not only 
preclude proper commemoration of the 
Genocide, but prevent compensatory suits 

While this article also reaches past 
the KO community, I feel it would be disre-
spectful to not bring this to our attention in 
the KO News because Holocaust Remem-
brance Day was Wednesday,  April 15.  From 
the years 1941-1945, Jewish people were 
methodically murdered by the Nazi regime 
in the largest genocide of the 20th century. 

This systematic, bureaucratic, state-
sponsored persecution murdered six million 
Jews.  Furthermore, five million non- Jewish 
victims such as Gypsies, homosexuals, and 
mentally or physically disabled people were 
also killed. This adds up to a total of 11 million 
people murdered during the Holocaust. 

The Holocaust was carried out through 
stages.  After exclusion and discrimina-
tion against Jews starting in 1933 (which 
included boycotts of Jewish businesses, 
Jewish people being fired, and books 
written by Jews being publicly burned), 
further measures of anti-Semitism included 
the Nuremberg Laws of 1935. These 
laws essentially excluded Jews from civil 
society, which included their property or 
businesses being seized or sold to Germans 
at very low prices, not being allowed to 
attend public schools or theaters, not being 
able to display the German flag, and more.  

This escalated to Kristallnacht, 
November 9 and 10, 1938, also referred to 
as “The Night of Broken Glass.”  Around 
200 synagogues were destroyed, 7,500 
Jewish shops were looted, 1,000 Jews 
were killed that night, and about 30,000 
Jews were sent to concentration camps. 

This signifies the end of the first 
phase, exclusion, which was followed by 
the second phase, separation and ghet-
toization. In order to humiliate, shame, 
and identify the Jews, Jewish people were 
forced to wear a yellow, six-pointed star 
with the word “JUDE” on it.  Furthermore, 
ghettos were created. Ghettos were city 
districts Germans used in order to concen-
trate the Jewish population in certain areas. 

 These ghettos had barbed-wire fences, 
very limited food, no resources for severe 
weather, and enabled diseases to break out 
and spread very easily. Overall, the ghettos 
were crowded and miserable conditions to 
live in.  By 1942, German S.S and police 
units started deportations of Jewish people 
from the ghettos to extermination camps. 

The last phase, extermination, started 
in 1941 and ended in 1945.  The extermi-
nation phase was put in place to get rid 
of as many Jews as possible. Methods 
included mass shootings and carbon 
monoxide gas. Concentrations camps, 
which had been established as early as 
1933, were run by S.S officers.  Jews and 
other people (Gypsies, communists, politi-
cians, etc.) were stripped naked, had their 
heads shaved, were then given prison 
clothing, and finally got their numbers. 

Futhermore, everyone in a concen-
tration camp was given a specific number, 
similar to a bar code, which was perma-
nently tattooed on the inside of their wrists. 
Within the concentration camps, they 
were forced to work 10-14 hours per day 

with little to no food and lived in crowded 
barracks. Other dehumanizing prac-
tices included being subject to dangerous 
medical experiments. Ultimately, this led 
to the extermination camps, also known as 
“death factories.” One of the most notorious 
camps was Auschwitz, where 1,100,100 
people were killed through various tactics 
which included gas chambers and ovens.

During the summer of 1945, Soviet 
soldiers found a concentration camp. In 
effort to hide and conceal their horren-
dous crimes, the S.S officials evacuated 
the camps and sent most people on death 
marches while they tried to burn and hide 
evidence. Overall, this is sometimes referred 
to as the final phase, “liberation  Many 
community members were forced to view 
the camps because their silence helped 
murder 11 million people.  Finally, starting 
in 1945 and ending in 1946, the Nurem-
burg Trials began. This unprecedented 

Never forget: reflecting 
on two mass genocides 
Armenian genocide
by David Marottolo ’18

European Holocaust
by Sasha Bash ’17

“We cannot sanction 
blatant and delib-
erate ignorance in our 
world, whether it be on 
the part of a nation or 
individuals.”

- David Marottolo

from being effectively brought against the 
Turkish government. As political speaker 
Dana Walrath stated, “This genocide is 
still ongoing because there is still denial.”

Currently, several nations and orga-
nizations have taken it upon themselves to 
recognize the Genocide for what it truly was. 
During a commemorative Mass on April 12, 
Pope Francis described the massacre as, “the 
first genocide of the 20th century,” and noted 
that, “It is necessary, and indeed a duty, to 
honor their memory, for whenever memory 
fades, it means that evil allows wounds to 
fester. Concealing or denying evil is like 
allowing a wound to keep bleeding without 
bandaging it!” Pope Francis is the first Pope 
since Pope John Paul II to use the word 
“genocide.” The Turkish government imme-
diately expressed its displeasure by recalling 
its ambassador from the Vatican and stating 
that the Pope was spreading “hatred and 
animosity,” with “unfounded allegations,” 
but the Pope’s message could not be denied.

An especially important step taken 
toward honoring the victims is occur-
ring today, April 23, 2015. Today, the 1.5 
million victims of the Armenian Geno-
cide are being canonized en masse as 
saints of the Armenian Orthodox church. 

This marks the centennial commemo-
ration of the Genocide. Readers may well 
wonder if I at any point plan on offering 
up an actual opinion in this opinion article. 
Rest assured, I do have quite a bit to say. 

However, I suspect my space in this 
paper is running out, so I will leave you 
with this: the actions of the past, however 
distant or unconnected they may seem to 
us now, are extremely significant to many 
more people than is at first apparent. We 
must all rise to the challenge of learning 
from our past mistakes, and of calling 
to task those who would hide the truth.

 “Always stand up 
for yourself, and most 
importantly, for those 
who cannot stand up 
for themselves.”

- Sasha Bash

case had three kinds of crimes: crimes 
against peace, war crimes (slave labor, 
plunder of private property, and more), and 
crimes against humanity (which included 
murder, deportation, enslavement, etc.).

After reading both these articles, 
on the Armenian Genocide and the Holo-
caust, it is a lot to take in. You might be 
wondering, how could this happen? How 
could so many people die and no one 
stopped them? Honestly, I do not know 
the answer to this. These kinds of ques-
tions haunt me every day as I continue to 
try and understand how 11 million people 
were murdered during the Holocaust in 
just a matter of a few years and why the 
Turkish government does not even recog-
nize that the Armenian Genocide happened. 

The only thing left to do is remember. 
Remember and never forget. The worst thing 
that can happen now is that we let history 
repeat itself. Furthermore, we must learn 
from this. Never stay silent just because 
something does not affect you. Always stand 
up for yourself, and most importantly, for 
those who cannot stand up for themselves. 

I will leave you with this quote 
from Martin Niemöller: “First they came 
for the Socialists, and I did not speak out 
– because I was not a socialist. Then they 
came for the Trade Unionists, and I did 
not speak out – because I was not a Trade 
Unionist.  Then they came for the Jews, 
and I did not speak out – because I was 
not a Jew. Then they came for me – and 
there was no one left to speak for me.”
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A girl’s 
perspective 

Scenario one: A girl sits in 
class with the option to answer a 
question for extra credit. Everyone 
in the class has the same option; 
all she has to do is raise her hand, 
but she’s not so sure her answer is 
right. “Will the other students think 
I’m an overachiever if I say that 
and get it right?” she thinks. “Or 
what if I get it wrong and they think 
I’m stupid?” Her hands remain 
on her desk and another student 
answers with the same answer 
she thought of, getting it right 
and receiving high fives from his 
friends - and the extra credit point.

Scenario two: A girl sits 
in the hallway doing homework 
with her friend. She’s on a roll, 
answering question after question 
until her phone beeps at her. The 
text from her boyfriend tells her 
to join him in another part of the 
building so they can hang out. She 
really needs to finish her home-
work, but she can’t bring herself to 
say no. “What if I hurt his feelings? 
What if he gets mad and breaks up 
with me?” Eventually she aban-
dons her homework to talk about 
something meaningless with him.

Scenarios like these high-
light some of the core compo-
nents girls are raised with: inse-
curity and too much compassion. 
Many girls depend on what other 
people think of them, especially at 
the middle- and high-school ages. 
Almost every situation has no 
victorious option. Take hookups 
as an example. If a girl agrees 
to hook up, a lot of the time it’s 
because she feels as if she has to 
say yes to impress someone or to 
seem cooler, but she risks getting 
called a slut. If she says no, she 
risks getting called a prude. Since 
society also sees girls and women 
as the caregivers, they are taught 
to put others’ feelings before their 
own, to make sure that everyone is 
happy. Often that results in a girl’s 
ignoring her own desires every 
single time, which can lead her to 
doing things she’s not OK with. 

Scenario three: A girl sits in 
class with the option to answer a 
question for extra credit. Everyone 

in the class has the same option; 
all she has to do is raise her hand, 
but she’s not sure if her answer is 
right. However, she’s confident 
in her knowledge of the material 
in general and answers anyway. 
It’s the wrong answer, but she 
ignores the snickering to write 
the correct one in her notebook 
so she can get it right next time.

Scenario four: A girl sits 
in the hallway doing homework 
with her friend. She’s on a roll, 
answering question after ques-
tion until her phone beeps at her. 
The text from her boyfriend tells 
her to join him in another part of 
the building so they can hang out. 
She knows her homework has to 
get done, but she also knows her 
boyfriend could get mad at her 
or offended if she doesn’t join 
him. When she thinks about it 
further, she realizes it’s not her 
fault if he gets mad when she 
puts school above her social life. 
Her homework gets done and 
she explains to him after school 
why they couldn’t hang out.

When a girl builds up 
her self-confidence, it helps her 
to take control of her life. Not 
caring about what other people 
think is surprisingly liberating 
– it’s easier to make decisions 
that benefit her. She knows that 
she’s not responsible for making 
everyone happy all the time, that 
it’s OK for her to put herself first. 

Orange is the New Gray 
aims to help the girls at KO build 
up their own self-confidence 
through sharing experiences 
and discussing everyday life in 
academic and social settings. 
Girls share their stories, some 
similar to the scenarios above, 
and other group members share 
their reactions and opinions, 
especially if the teller of the 
story is left with questions about 
the results of their experience. 

While building self-confi-
dence is a major goal of OitNG, a 
discussion that I believe is neces-
sary to have is the difference 
between confidence and conceit 
– the difference between loving 
yourself and putting yourself 
above others on your own pedestal.

by Shelby Fairchild ’17

KO poll reveals flawed 
knowledge of Israel 

The world is at a milestone in 
its political history. Israel is one of 
the many countries directly affected 
at the crossroads of this delicate 
situation currently in negotiations 
with Iran’s nuclear program. On 
March 3, 2015, the Israeli prime 
minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, 
spoke in front of the United States 
Congress to state how Israel as 
a country stands on this issue. 

The issues revolving around 
these negotiations are how the 
United States, as well as the United 
Nations, will craft a deal with 
Iran, determining the future of the 
Iranian Nuclear Program. If Iran is 
granted the ability to obtain nuclear 
weapons, then they will have the 
ability to execute a nuclear assault 
on nearly any place on earth. If 
they gain this ability, the fallout 
could spark a nuclear arms race in 
the Middle East, being one of the 
most unstable regions in the world. 
Since Israel is located in the Middle 
East, it is greatly affected by this. 

However, what most people 
fail to realize is that if Iran develops 
nuclear weapons, they would have 
the ability to devastate parts of the 
United States with a nuclear strike 
as well. The ever-growing sanc-
tions on Iran have brought them 
to the negotiating table, allowing 

us to have the necessary leverage 
to stop their nuclear program.

Iran currently holds 19,000 
nuclear centrifuges that produce 
highly enriched uranium. This 
gives them the ability to develop 
nuclear weapons, theoretically, 
within the next 5 to 10 years.

I recently attended the 
AIPAC conference in Washington 
D.C., and I had the pleasure of 
listening to Prime Minister Netan-
yahu speak to the thousands of 
attending delegates. In his address 
to the delegates, as well as to 
congress, he discussed the very 
pressing concern that Iran has 
in the past and even today, fails 
to negotiate on rational terms. 
Furthermore, he discussed that if 
Iran gains Nuclear weapons, they 
could be a very real threat to the 
United States and Israel alike. If 
Iran had these capabilities they 
would spark a nuclear arms race in 
a very unstable region of the world, 
causing a major nuclear crises.

From this conference, I was 
inspired to run an experimental 
survey that has also run throughout 
various colleges all over the United 
States. The results of this survey 
told me the hard truth: the King-
swood Oxford community is not 
actively educated on basic, polit-
ical, and factual truths that our 
world is facing on a daily basis. 

by Jacob Silverstein ’17 The survey consisted of 4 fact 
based questions and statements 
and 1 opinion based, which were 
all were formatted on an agree or 
disagree basis to determine how 
well educated the KO community 
is, as well as where they stand 
on this pressing issue. I learned 
that our community is not prop-
erly educated and that they are 
unaware of basic facts. Remark-
ably, the KO community tested 
in 3 of the 4 fact based questions 
better than the college level.

The first question was 
“Is Israel a civilized, western 
country?” 51.72% agreed while 
48.28% disagreed. The next ques-
tion asked if Israel is a democratic 
country or not. Of the KO commu-
nity, 55.93% agreed and 44.07% 
disagreed. Furthermore, 57.63% 
said that Israel wants peace with its 
neighbors while 42.37% disagreed.  
About 35% agreed that the United 
States should side with Israel in 
the dispute between the Israelis 
and the Palestinians. However, 
about 45% disagreed and 19% did 
not know. The last question was if 
Israel mistreats and discriminates 
against Arab citizens. Around 
54% agreed and 45% disagreed. 
Overall, I encourage everyone to 
stay educated about topics even 
if they might seem as though 
they do not directly affect us.

We polled KO students: How much 
homework do you do per night? 

“I don’t do home-
work.”
(less than 1 hour)  

11% 27% 

“I pull all nighters 
constantly.” 
(more than 4 hours) 

62%

“ I do MOST of my 
homework.”
(1-3 hours)  

Cartoon by Anya Delventhal  ’15
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I’ve always noticed the 
first few weeks of the fourth and 
final quarter of the school year to 
be the weeks where everyone on 
campus is working their hardest. 
After third quarter grades and 
comments come out each year, it’s 
a time where everyone on campus 
experiences a bit of “senior slide,” 
which is unfortunate for everyone 
who is not a senior. This, and the 
final push until summer, combined 
with a quarter filled with increased 
workload and decreased moti-
vation across campus, leads 
to the most difficult time of 
year across the board at KO.  

Trust me when I say this, 
there is a totally valid reason 
why this is always considered 

Third quarter blues...
by Kathryn Adams ’16 the hardest time of year, and 

although I may be a bit biased, as 
a stressed and busy junior, it really 
is. Not only is this the busiest 
time of year, for all of us, it is 
even harder as spring has finally 
decided to show up, and the last 
thing every one of us wants to do 
is to be trapped inside working. 

Even more unfortunately, 
there is certainly no sympathy from 
teachers, all of whom are trying to 
cram in as much information as 
they can because of what was lost 
during what seemed to be a never-
ending winter filled with endless 
snow days. So, not surprisingly 
these last few weeks before exam 
week are days filled with innumer-
able tests, essays, and projects. And 
the last thing any of us wants to do, 
on their first weekend with weather 

above 50 degrees since October, is 
dive into that huge pile of home-
work for you waiting on your desk. 

Seniors are the only ones 
who seem to be “off the hook” 
and breezing through their last 
month of high school filled with 
kan-jam tournaments on the Green 
and the prospects of college in just 
two months. Their so-called and 
fully accepted “senior slide” has 
come in full swing, and I can only 
imagine its being the best feeling 
in the world. As the final college 
acceptances and decisions come 
in, it really is the final push for 
seniors to basically finish off this 
year with a bang. Meanwhile, the 
other three-fourths of the Upper 
School are experiencing a “not-so-
senior slide,” which is very unfor-
tunate for everyone, me included. 

As freshmen are working hard 
and preparing for their first set of 
high school exams, sophomores 
are also cruising through their 
last few weeks until the dreaded 
“worst year of high school,” while 
preparing to take the PPSAT. 

Additionally, as of now, 
juniors are stuck in their own 
little world filled with college 
visits, applications, essays and 
standardized tests, along with the 
seemingly never ending cycle of 
homework and tests. Including 
the same struggle to pick up 
those third quarter grades by the 
end of the year. Oh, and let’s 
not forget that AP Exams are 
less than a month away. (Yay!) 

Seriously though,  we 
all wish “(insert your current 
grade here) slide” was a thing, 

or even that somehow we could 
just magically return to Tobatí 
or fast forward to summer right 
now, because I know if I had 
that kind of magic wand, I would 
have already waved it by now. 

Unfortunately, the chance 
that a magician will appear  
is slim to none, but we can 
always hope for the best. Fast 
forwarding through exam week, 
possibly the worst week of the 
year would be the closest thing 
to a miracle I’ve ever heard of, 
however, no matter how much 
we want to, its nearly impossible.  

So, if this is any inspira-
tion, keep your chin up and find 
some magic to get you through 
the third quarter blues and the last 
eight weeks of school and into 
the most well-deserved summer!! 

Cartoon by Evan Kelmar ’16 

by Alex Merril

Six things I wonder about: 
Recently my old piece of a 

car blew up in a critical way, its 
alternator short-circuited.  When 
I tried to jump it with a battery 
starter, I blew out its radio.  This 
has proved to be devastating, as I 
have an hour-long commute, and 
am now left with the sound of the 
silence of my brain.  I thought I 
would detail ten random lines 
of thought that have occurred 
to me in the absence of sound 
here.  Read on at your own 
risk.  No refunds for time spent.  

1. On Texting: Recently 
I heard about a man who had 
been killed in a texting-while-
driving accident.  Apparently the 
message that the other driver had 
been texting at the time was “I’ll 
be there soon.”  Ipso facto, the 
man in the accident was killed 

by that very sentence, at least in 
the figurative sense.  This got me 
wondering, if you were to be killed 
by a sentence, which sentence 
would it be?  I’ve been giving this 
a lot of thought, and I believe this 
is the sentence that would kill me: 
“I think I’d like some whipped 
cream with that.”  That doesn’t 
require explanation, does it?

2.  On Pep Boys: When 
did going in for an oil change 
equal the question of whether, in 
addition to the 20$ you plan on 
paying for the oil change, you 
need to replace a “tie rod” and 
then “re-calibrate your steering”?  
That sounds like a whole lot of 
bullshit to me.  What about me says 
“sucker” exactly?  The disheveled 
coat and tie?  Well… Stumbling 
over the diction in basic car like 
“synthetic oil”?  Ummm….  The 
puzzled look on my face entering 

a parts store looking about as 
if totally lost?  Ugh…  Maybe I 
should just walk.  Is 25 miles far?

3.  O n  P h i l o s o p h y :  
Why does it have to hurt my 
brain to think about itself?

Example:“We can also 
distinguish between different types 
of propositional knowledge, based 
on the source of that knowledge. 
Non-empirical or a priori knowl-
edge is possible independently of, 
or prior to, any experience, and 
requires only the use of reason; 
examples include knowledge 
of logical truths such as the law 
of non-contradiction, as well as 
knowledge of abstract claims (such 
as ethical claims or claims about 
various conceptual matters).”

Ahhh!!!  I’d be more 
of  a  th inker  i f  i t  d idn’t 
require thinking so much.  

4.  On Marriage:  My father 

once told me that marriage was 
like a stick.  “You can label one end 
awesome and the other horrible, 
but at the end of the day it’s just 
two ends of a stick,” he said 
with grim scowl.  Despite these 
words of wisdom, I got married.

5. On Time Travel:  I’ve 
concluded it’s impossible for 
several reasons.  You can’t go 
above the speed of light around 
the world and expect to travel back 
in time, as when you circled the 
globe once and returned back to 
the same place, some (very small, 
granted) time will have elapsed.  It 
wouldn’t take you into the future 
either, as you would have aged 
that amount of time, too.  No, 
one must bend the space-time 
continuum, which sounds really 
impossible to this lay man.  What 
the hell is a continuum anyways?

6.   On flushing things down 

the toilet, literally:  One time I 
flushed my phone down the toilet.  
It fell out of my pocket as the toilet 
was flushing and before I couldn’t 
even process what was happening, 
it was gone down the hole at the 
bottom.  I called it a couple of times 
from the house phone, out of curi-
osity, right afterwards.  The first 
time it rang a few times.  It must 
have been courageously hanging 
on, somewhere in the bowels of 
the building.  A few minutes later 
it was all over.  I wonder where it 
is now.  I like to think of it as on 
the bottom of the ocean covered 
in barnacles, providing shelter 
for some otherwise exposed fish.  
Probably this is not sound logic.

I need to get a sound device 
in my car ASAP.  There’s no 
telling where this is all going.  
You can’t trust an unchecked 
head for too long in this world.       
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KO hosts annual CODIS conference
by Grace Amell ’17

On Sunday April 12, KO 
welcomed 508 people to campus 
for the Commission on Diversity 
in Independent School’s (CODIS) 
13th annual Student Diversity 
Leadership Conference. The 
theme of the conference was ONE 
of US = ALL of US. It included 
seminars for students and teachers, 
plus breakout sessions for students 
based on age and experience.

This was the first year 
that KO hosted the conference. 
In the past, it has been hosted at 
other schools such as Choate, 
Hopkins, Taft, and Greenwich 
Academy. Of the 508 people 

who attended, 430 were students 
and the rest were educators. 

The conference began with 
remarks from Head of School 
Dennis Bisgaard, CODIS Chair 
Lynn Sullivan, and CODIS 
Vice-Chair Lisa McGrath. This 
was followed by presentations 
and musical performances. The 
assembly ended with a keynote 
speaker, Omékongo Dibinga, 
director of UPstander International.  

Director of Diversity Joan 
Edwards said Mr. Dibinga’s speech 
resonated with the audience. “He 
interplayed between spoken word 
poetry performances and authentic 
commentary about social issues 
that face us in the world, the 

country, and schools,” she said.
She added that the commen-

tary felt genuine. “He was real,” she 
said. “He even called it real talk. It 
was an authentic presentation that 
was perfect for the group gathered.”

Senior Areesha Irfan, a 
student facilitator at the confer-
ence, added that Mr. Dibinga’s 
performance was inspirational. “He 
was absolutely amazing,” she said. 
“He was very raw and very honest. 
He used rap and music as a form 
of communication. It felt good for 
the students because it was some-
thing that we were familiar we.”

Areesha said that Mr. 
Dibinga showed that everyone 
can make a difference. “He 

demonstrated that we need to take 
responsibility for the people that 
we surround ourselves with and 
what we get involved in,” she said. 
“He showed that just because we 
are students doesn’t mean that we 
can’t or shouldn’t get involved.” 

The conference was centered 
on social justice issues. “We 
discussed the significance of iden-
tity in today’s society,” Areesha 
said. “It was about the social results 
of identity and what it means to 
be an ally and get involved in 
certain issues – what it means to 
be a majority and a minority.”

Mrs. Edwards said the 
adults’ conference was about injus-
tice in education. “It was about the 
key questions [educators] need to 
ask as we determine whether our 
schools are engaged in culturally 
competent work. It was about 
what we do – it’s for the kids.” 

Students facilitated the 
breakout sessions. There were 
three student facilitators from 
KO – Areesha, junior Chris 
Carangelo, and junior Bri Kirton. 
Areesha said having student 
facilitators helped the discus-
sions. “It helps with conversa-
tion,” she said. “You learn what it 
means to be a leader in the room.”

Bri said that the facilita-
tors covered an array of topics. 
“The conversations the facili-
tators led ranged from sexual 
orientation to equality,” she said.  

Chris added that the theme 
of the conference helped him 
oversee the conversations in 
his group. “To me [the theme] 
meant coming together as a 
community to combat prejudice 
and discrimination,” he said. 

Among those in attendance 
was sophomore Kayla Glemaud, 
who said that the conference was 
eye opening. “The topics we talked 
about were mainly involving 
the privileges we have indi-
vidually and how that influences 
our everyday lives,” she said. 

Overall ,  Areesha said  
the conference was extremely 
successful. “We had record- 
breaking numbers,” she said, 
“yet it ran very smoothly and 
the sessions went well. We 
made lasting friendships and it 
was very successful overall.”

Mrs. Edwards agreed. “It 
was like a dream that was real,” 
she said. “There were 508 people 
here because we want to make a 
difference in our world in a real 
way, not in a superficial way.” 

Sophomores uneasy over new SAT, 
which concentrates on analytic skills

The College Board has 
recently redesigned the Scholastic 
Aptitude Test (SAT) for March 
2016, which will focus more on 
critical thinking and analysis 
skills. Additionally, current soph-
omores will not have the oppor-
tunity to take a pre-practice SAT 
(PPSAT) this spring as every 
student has been able to in years 
past, creating some discontent 
among the members of Form Four. 

The format of the new SAT 
involves numerous changes in 
the criteria of the test and overall 
scoring: it will return to the 1,600-
point scale with only two sections, 
one for math and one for evidence-
based reading and writing.

The essay section for the 
test will be optional and will be 
scored out of 24 points. Students 
taking the essay will have 50 
minutes to analyze a 650- to 
750-word document and write 
a paper relating to it. The essay 
will be scored regarding reading, 
writing, and analysis skills. 

Questions in the new SAT 
will not have any wrong answer 
penalties, and multiple-choice 
questions will have four answer 
options instead of the original 
five. The overall time of the 
new standardized test is fairly 
similar, taking three hours and 50 
minutes (including an optional 
essay) compared to the existing 
three-hours-and-45-minute test.

The math section will have 
an emphasized focus on problem 
solving, data analysis, and real-
world application. There will 
be two math sections, one with 

and one without a calculator; 
however, the old SAT’s math 
section concentrated more on 
computational skills, and all of 
the sections permitted a calculator.

The evidence-based reading 
and writing section will have one 
65-minute reading section and one 
35-minute language and writing 
section. The reading section will 
have no sentence completions, 
but there will be tests on under-
standing passages relating to 
U.S. and world literature, history/
social studies, and sciences. The 
new evidence-based reading and 
writing section will examine 
“expressions of ideas” and “stan-
dard English conventions.”

Many Form Four members 
said they are having trouble 
understanding why this drastic 
change is essential, especially 
because the absence of the PPSAT 
puts them at a disadvantage to 
past students. Sophomore Owen 
Cotthaus, for instance, said that 
he does not agree with the new 
SAT format. “I find it somewhat 

unnecessary that they completely 
redefined the SAT. I think it was 
just fine the way it was,” he said. 

Sophomore Tara Kilkenny 
agreed, adding that there was little 
to no notice for the sophomore 
class. “It would have been nice 
to get some sort of warning or a 
head’s up,” she said, “because 
then we could have gotten 
prepared for it ahead of time.”

Junior Kate Betts, who 
recently took the old SAT, 
believes otherwise. She felt that 
the current SAT was sufficient 
and did not prefer a change. “I 
believe that a test focused mainly 
on analysis would be much harder 
to practice for. I really liked 
how the format of this test was 
really straight forward,” she said.

On the other hand, some 
sophomores said they are espe-
cially concerned about the fact that 
they cannot take a PPSAT, leaving 
them somewhat blindsided when 
they will eventually take the real 
SAT next winter. “I think it’s good 
that they’re reworking the SAT 
so that it focuses more on what 
we’re actually learning in school,” 
sophomore Grace Amell said, “but 
I also think that it is harmful to the 
current sophomores that we won’t 
have the experience of a PPSAT.”

Other sophmores said 
they feel they are going to be 
less prepared without as much 
practice as previous students. 

 “It’s really unfair that we 
won’t be able to use the prac-
tice books and tests from the 
old SAT, especially because 
lots of students already have 
those from their siblings,” 
sophomore Sasha Bash said. 

Small signs hung from the 
necks of many KO students on 
Friday, April 17, explaining why 
these students would be refusing 
to speak out loud for the entirety of 
the school day. These students had 
taken a vow of silence as part of 
the Day of Silence, an event meant 
to call attention to the silencing 
effects that anti-LGBTQ bullying 
and bias has in school communities.

Day  o f  S i l ence  was 
founded at the University of 
Virginia in 1996, and since has 
become a nationwide move-
ment in which thousands of 
schools participate annually. 

This year, according to the 
President of KO’s Gender and Sexu-
ality Alliance (GSA) senior Cole 
Adams, KO participants numbered 
around 25, and even included a 
few non-members of the club. 

“The idea of the Day of 
Silence is to honor and recog-
nize the fact that LGBTQ 
people face si lence every 
day,” said Cole.  “They’re 
invalidated just for existing.”

Sophomore Shelby Fairchild 
participated in Day of Silence 
both this year and last year. She 
said she participates because of 
her involvement with the LGBTQ 
community and to show support 
for the people she knows who 
aren’t comfortable coming out.

“It’s interesting seeing 
other peoples’ attitudes towards 
it,” she said, “plus seeing what 
people face when they have to 
be silent when they really want 
to say something and the force 
silence plays on these people.”

For  some,  the  p rac -
t ical  e lement  of  the  Day 
of Silence is  challenging.

First-timer junior Mark 
Sheehan admitted to having 
difficulty keeping the vow. “It 
was definitely a unique experi-
ence, and also sort of fun,” he 
said. “I was very ready to start 
talking again at 3 p.m. though.”

The struggle that those 
participating face is indica-
tive of the struggle the day 
is intended to shed light on. 

Mark added that his experi-
ence was worth it for the impor-
tant message it held. “It’s a really 
good way to raise awareness 
about anti-LGBTQ discrimi-
nation,” he said, “as well as 
calling attention to the KO GSA”

The GSA has already had 
an increased presence on campus 
this year, according to Cole. 
“We’ve been posting news arti-
cles and definitions of terms in 
the Daily Bulletin,” he said, “and 
we had the hot cocoa social at the 
end of march which was a huge 
success – we had over 50 kids 
from all over Connecticut come!”

As far as plans for the 
future go, Cole said that the 
GSA is hoping that the measures 
they’re taking this year will lead 
to increased membership and 
more participation in events like 
the Day of Silence in the next year.

Shelby agreed. “In the 
future, I hope to see more 
participants, more people under-
standing what it stands for 
and supporting that, and more 
people learning from it to make 
a change in the future,” she said.

by Kate Betts ’16

Day of Silence brings recog-
nition to GSA community

by Charlie Bonetti ’17

Students listen eagerly to guest speaker Omékongo Dibinga during the conference. Photo by Jenna Scarpantino ’16.

“I find it unnec-
essary that they 
completely rede-
fined the SAT. I 
think it was just 
fine the way it 
was.” 

- Owen Cotthaus
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On Friday, May 15, the 
Black Box theater will host 
the spring part of the theater 
program: one-act plays. This 
year, for the first time in nine 
years, there will also be a cabaret. 

Senior Anya Devanthal 
is directing the play “Hitting on 
Women 101,” which is about a nice 
woman who teaches an awkward 
man how to hit on women. It will 
star sophomore Tim Bucknam 
and senior Ava Tankala, and 
feature junior Lexi Banasiewicz.

 Lexi will also direct “Aria 
Da Capo,” an anti-war satire that 
takes place in the 1920s. For her 
play, she says that she might go 
beyond the minimal set that is 
typically associated with one-act 
plays. “This particular one has 
some nuances that you can’t get 
rid of,” she says. “It’s going to 
be a little bit more elaborate than 
usual, but I’m toning it down.”

In addition to acting, Tim 
will be directing “Soap Opera,” 
a play about a man who falls in 
love with a washing machine. 
It will star sophomore Connor 
O’Loughlin and seniors Katie 
Smith (as the washing machine) 
and Lydia Bailey (as the girlfriend). 

The biggest change from 
last year is the fact that students 
any grade can direct, rather than 
only seniors; (this was due to 
having only one senior volunteer 

Art history, an elective 
open to all juniors and seniors, 
teaching students about the history 
behind some of the most famous 
artists and masterpieces they 
have created, has recently been 
dropped from the KO curriculum 
and will no longer be offered 
to students as a course of study. 

Many of the students, espe-
cially those who are currently 
sophomores and juniors and are 
specifically interested in creative 
arts, said they’re disappointed 
because they were planning 
to study art history next year. 

“I am outraged by the fact 
that they are not offering Art 
History next year,” said junior 
Jackie Raymond. “I think it is 
very important for people to 
know the history behind what 
all the rest of the art classes 
they have taken are teaching.” 

Hopeful students, like junior 
Nicole Demers, were planning to 
take art history next year, but now 
they are not able to. “I had heard 
nothing but great things about 
the class from people who have 
already taken it and I was really 
looking forward to getting a chance 
to take it myself,” said Nicole.

Students said they are 
especially upset because KO is 
known for its wide variety of 
classes and diverse electives. 
Now that the school is getting 

On Friday, April 24, KO’s 
bands and orchestras will play 
their final pieces of the year at the 
annual spring concert, “A Little 
Night Music.”  The evening begins 
at 6:30 p.m. until the conclusion 
of the concert at about 9 p.m.

“’A Little Night Music’ is 
our double spring concert that 
includes all Upper School and 
Middle School musical groups, 
both bands and orchestras,” said 
Creative Arts Department Chair 
and Director of Bands Todd Millen.

The program kicks off 
with the orchestra, performing in 
Alumni Hall.  First to play will be 
the Wyvern String Quintet – senior 
Michael Dillon (violin), freshman 
Prithvi Gunturu (violin), senior 
Dan Melody (viola), seventh- 
grader Ethan Levinbook (cello), 
and junior Nick Giamalis (bass).

Next, the audience will 
hear three pieces performed 
by the Middle School String 
O r c h e s t r a .  T h e s e  p i e c e s 
wil l  feature f ive soloists .

“Having both the Middle 
School  and Upper School 
orchestras play is beneficial and 
inspirational for the younger 
students,” said Orchestra Director 

One Acts spring 
into play with Cabaret

rid of one of these classes, 
various students are distraught.

“One of the things I like 
best about KO is the diversity of 
the classes,” said junior Bri Kirton. 
“Now as my junior year is ending, 
I am a little bit upset that the class 
everyone has recommended for 
me is now not being offered.”

The dropping of this course 
is not sitting well with past 
students of this class as well. “Art 
history was one of my favorite 
classes I have taken at KO,” said 
senior Matt Gurerra. “I was able 
to learn about art and the true 
meaning behind the creation of it. 
Art history was a key course for me 
to take, especially since I want to 
pursue performing arts in college.”

This new change does not 
affect a lot of the students around 
the KO campus, but the select 
group of students who want to 
pursue the arts and art history 
are out of luck because there is 
no other elective like this one.

“To be honest, I just feel 
like it is a shame that they aren’t 
offering art history next year,” 
said junior Mackenzie McDonald. 

This class that countless 
numbers of students had taken over 
the years was an inspiration to many. 

“Art history was the class 
that got me really interested in the 
arts,” said Matt. “It was such an 
inspirational class and it was such 
a pleasure to take it. I think it will 
be a total loss without it next year.”

Richard Chiarappa. “They get 
to see older students they know 
and hear their level of expe-
rience so they can strive to 
achieve the same types of goals.”

Following the Middle 
School, the Upper School String 
Orchestra will take the stage, 
playing five pieces.  Dan, Nick, 
and eighth-grader Julia Deit-
elbaum (harp) will have solo 
parts throughout these pieces.  
The Upper School will finish 
with a jazz song, “Fascinatin’ 
Rhythm” by George Gershwin.

“Our last song, ‘Fascinatin’ 
Rhythm,’ is different because it’s 
a jazz piece,” said sophomore 
violinist Abby McGuire, “but 
we’ve been practicing it a lot and 
I’m excited for the final product.”

When orchestras finish 
playing, the concert will continue 
in Roberts Theater, as KO’s 
concert bands and jazz ensemble 
will perform beginning at 7:30 
p.m.  The entire band is playing 
a variety of pieces, including 
“Serenade in D Minor,” composed 
by Anton Dvorak, a three move-
ment piece entitled “Folk Song 
Suite,” and “Blue Tango.”

“The audience will be 
seeing an array of pieces at the 
concert,” said sophomore trom-

bonist and pianist Grace Amell. 
“We’re playing many pieces as a 
whole ensemble as well as pieces 
in smaller chamber groups.”

Junior Sarah Kavalkovich, 
freshman Surya Ram, and Grace 
will perform as a trio of clarinet, 
saxophone, and piano while 
they play a piece composed by 
Mozart, “Kegelstatt Trio, K. 
498 Menuetto.” The woodwinds 
will play a song composed by 
freshman David Marattolo, and 
the brass and wind ensembles will 
collaborate to perform a piece 
together, called “Tower Music.”

“The pieces the students 
are playing were chosen as a 
combination of what I wanted 
to teach this semester and what 
makes a good program,” said 
Mr. Millen, “including both 
what I want to hear and the best 
variations of types of music.”

KO’s musical groups have 
been practicing their pieces 
since mid-January, allowing the 
student musicians to become 
familiar with the music and 
prepare in time for their final 
concert. “I think this will be one 
of the better performances we’ve 
had at KO from a band perspec-
tive,” said Mr. Millen. “Everyone 
is prepared and ready to play.”

to direct). Anya, however, said she 
did not mind. “I was really happy 
with Lexi and Tim deciding to do it 
because Tim was a stage manager 
so he understands how shows 
work and Lexi is a junior and has 
done a lot with shows,” she said. 

Anya, a seasoned actor, says 
she is excited to direct her first 
play. “When you’re performing, 
the main rule you have to adhere 
is to try to listen to other actors,” 
she said. “Even when you are an 
actor, there is a bit of directing in 
there. Instead of just doing that for 
myself, or one or two other actors, 
I’ll be doing it for the whole show.” 

Junior Hayley Eicher, with 
the help of junior Emma Cowper 
will be organizing a cabaret. 
A cabaret is a performance of 
a compilation of songs from 

different musicals. “It’s a fun way 
to pick all your favorite musicals 
and combine it all in one,” said 
Hayley. Hayley’s inspiration for 
the cabaret came nine years ago, 

‘A Little Night Music’ at 
spring instrumental concert

by Aparajita Kashyap ’18

by Tara Kilkenny ’17

Saying Goodbye 
to AP Art History 
by Jacob Brown ’17

“It’s a fun way 
to pick all your 
favorite musicals 
and combine it all 
in one.”             
    - Hayley Eicher

when her sister Lauren Eicher ’06 
directed a cabaret in her senior 
year.  “I remember watching when 
I was little and thinking that it was 
really cool, and I’ve done caba-
rets, and they’re always a really 
fun experience,” said Hayley. 

The cabaret will be a mix 
of solos, duets, a trio, and larger 
numbers. This cabaret is exclu-
sive to those who participated in 
the musical. Hayley will sing, “I 
Know the Truth” from the musical 
“Aida,” and Gabrielle Ruban will 
sing “Frank Mills” from “Hair.” 
There will also be two duets: 
“Falling Slowly” from “Once,” 
sung by Emma and senior Jack 
Beckerman, as well as “Fine” 
from the musical “Ordinary 
Days,” sung by Hayley and junior 
Ricky Ferris. Sophomores Poppy 
Sheehan and Carolyn McCusker, 
as well as senior Claire Halloran 
will sing “Up the Ladder to the 
Roof” from “Everyday Rapture.” 

The first group number will 
be performed by all of the girls 
(Hayley, Gabrielle, Emma, Claire, 
Poppy, and Carolyn) and is called 
“Mama I’m a Big Girl Now” 
from “Hairspray.” The final song 
will be “La Vie Boheme” from 
“Rent,” and everyone mentioned 
above plus Connor will sing this. 
In regard to “La Vie Boheme,” 
Hayley says, “It’s a very high-
energy group number that will 
end the cabaret on a high note.

Let’s face it: as teenagers, 
we’ve all been in situations where 
we feel fed up with something 
in life, whether it be completing 
endless homework assignments or 
eating our ninth plate of pasta (no 
disrespect to KO pasta, a delicious 
lunch option).  But even in troubled 
times, it’s nice to know we can look 
to our friends for support…right?

In the case of plain, 
frumpy high school student 
Bianca Piper (Mae Whitman) 
in the 2015 movie “The Duff,” 
that’s not exactly the case.  

Actually, it’s just the oppo-
site.  Director Ari Sandel’s “The 

Duff” follows the life of Bianca 
after she finds out that her friend 
group is precisely what she 
should be fed up with, given the 
fact that they have secretly coined 
her the D.U.F.F. of their posse – 
the Designated Ugly Fat Friend.

What follows is an enter-
taining and surprisingly fresh 
storyline as Bianca struggles to 
overcome the cruel label that 
her glamorous, popular friends 
Madison (Bella Thorne) and Casey 
(Bianca Santos) have assigned her.  

Yes, OK, some aspects of the 
storyline are clichéd – for example, 
Bianca’s love interest, a hand-
some jock named Wesley (Robbie 
Amell) who sees past her title and 
her plainness to the wonderful 
woman within – but the movie 
has enough of a modern twist to 
keep it from getting too sappy.  

Altogether, “The Duff” was 
an enjoyable watch with a relevant 
message about the importance of 
staying true to one’s self, espe-
cially in high school, where petty 
mindsets and social dynamics 
can make it difficult to be confi-
dent and happy with one’s self.  

I would recommend it to 
anyone who has ever felt fed-up 
with teenagerdom, or to anyone 
looking for a feel-good film 
with a likable main character.

Movie Review: 
The Duff

by Mackenzie McDonald ’16



8 THURSDAY
April 23, 2015 Arts Arts THURSDAY

April 23, 2015 98 THURSDAY
April 23, 2015 Arts Arts THURSDAY

April 23, 2015 9

Last week, from Monday, 
April 13 to Wednesday, April 
15, world-renowned vocalist 
and a cappella arranger Deke 
Sharon visited KO and held 
workshops throughout the 
school’s choral program. Every 
choral and select vocal group 
sang and prepared an arrange-
ment produced by Mr. Sharon. 

Upper  School  chora l 
director Rebecca Urrutia said 
that Mr. Sharon was revolu-
tionary in the a cappella world.

“Deke Sharon is an inter-
nationally-acclaimed performer, 
producer and vocal arranger,” says 
Mrs. Urrutia. “He is now coined 
as the ‘father of contemporary a 
cappella music’ because of his work 
as music producer on projects like 
the television show ‘The Sing-Off,’ 
and the movie ‘Pitch Perfect.’” 

Upper  School  chora l 
director and history teacher 
David Baker explained that Deke 
Sharon’s visit was unique for KO.

“He will be working with 
every single group at KO,” says 
Mr. Baker. “He has either arranged 
or rearranged an arrangement for 
every single group, including 
all five Upper School singing 
groups and all four Middle 
School singing groups, which has 
never really been done before.” 

Voce Novissima prepared 
“Mercy,”originally sung by 
Duffy. Their a cappella arrange-
ment was originally an SATB 

(Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass) 
arrangement. However, Mr. 
Sharon rearranged it into SSAA 
(Soprano 1, Soprano 2, Alto 1, 
Alto 2) to it fit to an all girls’ group. 

Outlook prepared “Waiting 
on the World to Change,”originally 
sung by John Mayer. The Oxford-
ians prepared “Blackbird,” origi-
nally sung by the Beatles. Crimson 
7 prepared “You’re My Best 
Friend,” originally sung by Queen. 

C a n t a b i l e  p r e p a r e d 
“Roar,”originally sung by Katy 
Perry. The Octopipers prepared 
“Rockin’ Robin,” originally sung 
by Bobby Day.  F2B prepared “In 
the Still of the Night,” written by 
Cole Porter for the movie “Rosalie.”

In both the Upper School 
and the Middle School, every 
co-ed group, including Outlook, 
Concert Choir, Cantabile, and 
the Upper Prep Choraliers also 
prepared the song “Change the 
World,”originally sung by Eric 
Clapton. This seven-part a cappella 
arrangement was a custom-
made piece that will be debuted 
by KO’s own choral groups.

Dur ing  Mr.  Sharon’s 
workshop with Outlook and 
Concert Choir on Wednesday, 
the combined groups worked on 
“Change the World,” where he put 
a twist on his own arrangement.

Sophomore Shelby Fair-
child, who is a member of Voce 
Novissima and Concert Choir, says 
that he focused a lot on conveying 
an emotional connection with the 
audience and the idea of communal 

growth throughout the song.
“Throughout the workshop 

on Wednesday, Deke came up with 
the idea of starting off the song in 
a really intimate way, where only 
a few people would sing with the 
soloist, and then it would gradually 
grow as the song progressed. With 
this approach, the volume and 
intensity of the song would grow 
throughout the verses,” Shelby said.

Junior Chris Carangelo, 
a member of Crimson 7 and 
Concert Choir, said that Mr. 
Sharon’s optimistic attitude and 
really engaging work ethic made 
his visit unique and memorable.

“In both the Crimson 7 and 
Concert Choir workshops, Deke 
was very honest and reflected a lot 
of positive energy,” said Chris. “He 
really tried to engage everyone in 
the choir and focused on trying 
to find ways where everyone 
can connect with the song and 
communicate that to the audience.”

Senior Sydney Legagneur, 
a member of Oxfordians and 
Outlook, said that Mr. Sharon was 
very down-to-earth and that while it 
was tedious at first, his technique of 
focusing on the small details really 
made the groups improve their 
performance of the arrangements.

“He doesn’t act like he’s 
better than us, even though he’s 
really great at what he does,” says 
Sydney. “During the workshops, 
I liked his approach for the most 
part. He had a tendency to focus 
on one small section or detail for a 
long time, which was a little frus-

Deke Sharon perfects choir’s pitch   

trating at times, but a lot of the past 
visitors have done that. However, 
the little details that he focused 
on can really make or break a 
performance, and so I really 
appreciated it at the same time.”

Mr. Sharon said that music 
has always been a huge part of 
his life, with some of his first 
musical experiences being at 
the age of five, when he was a 
part of his church’s choir, and 
when he joined the San Fran-
cisco Boys Chorus at age seven.

“I would sing myself to 
sleep before I even knew how to 
speak,” said Mr. Sharon. I wasn’t 
always certain that music would 
be my career. However, I think 
it was when I started singing 
both a cappella in a quartet in 
high school and then in a colle-
giate group in college, that I 
really found the sound and the 
style that I really wanted to do.”

Mr. Sharon studied within a 
double-degree program between 
Tufts University and the New 
England Conservatory of Music, 
where he earned a bachelor degree 
from both schools within five years.

Mr.  Sharon  exp la ins 
that arrangements themselves 
are not music, whereas the 
real music is coming from the 
performers who are reading 
and singing the arrangement.

“For me, an arrangement 
itself doesn’t have any integral 
value; it’s not the music,” says 
Mr. Sharon, “The music is what 
the group creates, and so when 
I’m arranging, I’m trying to 
imagine this canonical group in 
my mind and how this [arrange-
ment] will translate through a 
wide variety of voices...The goal 
of arranging for me is to help 
the singers communicate a song 
and a mood with an audience.”

Deke Sharon works with Voce and Outlook. Photo by Lexi Banasiewicz ‘16. 

by Gabrielle Ruban ’18

The spotlight artist of the 
month is junior Brittany Schwartz. 
From watercolors and acrylic 
paints to graffiti and photog-
raphy, Brittany is a very diverse 
artist.  “I don’t have a specific 
part of art that I’m specifying 
myself into. I’m very open.” 

Brittany describes her style 
as abstract. “I’m not specifically 
giving one direct message. I create 
the art, but not everyone interprets 
it in the same way.” However, she 
does have a penchant for more 
vibrant colors. “My art tends to 
make people happy when looking 
at it, even if the picture’s sad, just 
because I have a lot of bright colors. 
Even if its sad, you tend to see 
details that brighten it up,” she said.

She also has an eye for 
mixing her creativity with the tech-
nique of the greats. “I like to think 
of something unique, especially 
emotionally. It really depends 
on how I’m feeling and what I 
feel like drawing or painting. I 
want to find something that no 
one else has done before but also 
go off of different techniques 
that bigger artists, like Picasso, 
have done,” she says. “Picasso 
is one of my favorite artists.”

Brittany’s dream is to see 
her work at Art Basel, an art show 
in Miami where people buy art. 
“The artist doesn’t necessarily 
have to be famous, they just have 
to be good enough,” she says. 
Brittany is looking at colleges 

Artist of the Month: Brittany Schwartz

with visual arts programs, and 
says that she wants to go into a 
field where art can be applied.  

Brittany has showed an 
interest in art since she was three 
or four years old. “In summer 
camps when I was little we had to 
attend art classes and I just got into 
it right away,” she said. “I’d always 
draw on stuff, like when I went to 
dinner, I’d draw on the placemats.”

Brittany has been in art 
camps ever since. At Ethel 
Walker, she was able to experi-
ence different types of art. “That 
really showed me that I wanted 
to go into photography and do 
different types of media,” she said. 

Brittany’s love of art stems 
from its calming and therapeutic 
nature. “Its peaceful and you 
can get your mind off things. 

When you’re doing it, you’re not 
really worrying about anything 
else.  Everything just goes 
from your hand to the paper.”

The art teachers at KO, 
according to Brittany, have been 
instrumental in her growth as an 
artist. “They’ve given me certain 
projects that have let me expand on 
where my art can lead me. They’ve 
pushed me to try things and I think 
that by trying these new things, 
I’ve really seen new sides of my art 
that I didn’t think I could develop.”

Brittany finds that she likes 
her newer art better, even though 
she is very critical of her work. “I 
don’t think its perfect, but I feel 
really good about this piece. I 
tend to criticize my art a lot but 
I think that as I develop, my atti-
tude will become more positive.”

Brittany stands before her newest painting. Photo by Lexi Banasiewicz ’16. 

by Arparajita Kashyap ’18
Advanced Sculpture 
uses new 3D printer  

This year ’s Advanced 
Sculpture class, taught by art 
teacher Scott McDonald has 
taken on a new aspect of the arts 
with the use of the 3D printer. 

Typically, the class does 
a project inspired by the artist 
Joseph Cornell where the students 
create wall box sculptures. 

These  sculptures  are 
contained within a box and 
often hang on the wall. It is 
a combination of two dimen-
sional and three dimensional art.

 The boxes are usually 
broken up into different parts on 
the inside. Like Joseph Cornell the 
students are asked to collect and 
make different objects that will 
add symbolism to the sculpture. 

“This  year,  what  we 
decided to do, is to use the 3D 
printer,” said Mr. McDonald. 

“Often times, students will 
want an object that they don’t 
have or cannot make and now we 
have the ability to make them.”

With help from the Head 
of the Information Technology 
Department, Dan Bateson, who 
taught the class how to use the 
printer, everyone in the class 
has been able to use it. He has 
also helped troubleshoot any 
problems the student have had. 

“The s tudents  go on 

a  websi te  ca l led  “ th ingi -
verse” and view a collection 
of blueprints for 3D printable 
objects,” said Mr. McDonald. 

They are a collection of 
plans that people have uploaded, 
so the students upload the instruc-
tions for the object that they want 
and then send them to the printer, 
which will follow the plan and 
print the object. The printer has 
a spool of plastic filament that it 
melts and uses a nozzle that moves 
around to deposit melted plastic. 

Jun io r  Ky le  Keenan 
is creating a sculpture about 
incarceration and he wanted a 
bullet in his sculpture which 
he didn’t own, so he was able 
to print a very realistic one. 

Sophomore  Ben Putterman 
made an amazing miniature 
summer lounge chair to put in 
his project about the changing of 
seasons.  Sophomore Nick Ravo-
lese printed a little battle shield 
with a coat of arms engraved in it.  
Junior Brad Bowers printed beau-
tiful miniature trees, and senior 
Peter Baycheck printed keys.

Kyle said that he has been 
having a great time printing 
objects  thats he said he most likely 
couldnt have made with other 
resources. “But instead, every-
thing a is a possibility,” said Kyle.  

by Gwyneth McDonald ’16  



10 THURSDAY
April 23, 2015 Arts Features THURSDAY

April 23, 2015 11

‘Legally Blonde’ lights up stage
KO students performed 

the hilarious and outstanding 
winter musical, “Legally Blonde” 
for all students and faculty on 
the afternoon of Friday, Feb. 
27 in Roberts Theater. The cast 
also showcased the musical to 
family and friends on Saturday, 
Feb. 28, and Sunday March 1.   

Math and creative arts 
teacher Joshua Feder directed the 
musical, while senior Shreya Karak 
and sophomore Tim Bucknam 
were the new student stage 
managers.  The leads were: senior 
Grace Gentile as Elle Woods, 
senior Casey Barter as Emmett 
Forrest, senior Sydney Legagneur 
as Paulette, junior Ricky Ferris as 

Warner Huntington III, sophomore 
Carolyn McCusker as Vivian Kens-
ington, and sophomore Connor 
O’Loughlin as Professor Callahan.  

Numerous students said 
they thought the choice for this 
musical was better than past 
KO productions because of how 
relatable it was to teenagers.  
Freshman Lily Hammer said she 
thought “Legally Blonde” was a 
good choice because it had great 
music and was fun to watch.  

“This was better than the 
fall play because although the 
acting was very good in ‘Heidi 
Chronicles,’ the comedy didn’t 
land as much with teenagers, 
but ‘Legally Blonde’ was more 
modern and connected with 
kids our age,” Shreya said.

Not only did people say 
they thought the choice of the 
musical was great due to how 
familiar it was to the crowd, 
but they also said the casting 
for the production was perfect.  

“I think this cast was one 
of the best ones we have had yet. 
Grace Gentile played a magnificent 
Elle Woods and I was so happy 
to end my musical career at KO 
with one of my best friends on 
and off the stage,” Sydney said.  

Mr. Feder says that he 
thought the cast handled the chal-
lenge of the musical extremely 
well.“Everyone did great work.  
It was a tough show, but the 
cast stepped up to the job.” 

Various students said that 
the execution of this musical 

that they know as a movie was 
spectacular. The many funny 
comments and scenes in this play 
made people laugh throughout the 
audience.  Also, the musical sent 
a great message about pursuing 
your dreams to the audience. 

This musical was far more 
organized than past KO produc-
tion because of the major addi-
tions to the student job as a stage 
manager.  The student stage 
manager used to be a member of 
the tech crew, and not be involved 
in rehearsals until for the last two 
weeks.  Now, the stage manager 
attends all rehearsals to help 
with technical issues and give 
advice from a different perspec-
tive.  Shreya says that to become 
a stage manager you have to be 

extremely organized and conduct 
an interview with Mr. Feder.

Mr. Feder says that this 
production required more coordi-
nation due to the many elements 
of the show, but the musical 
was a lot more organized than 
previous years.  Shreya says that 
the rehearsals started out rough, 
but as the show came closer the 
practices ran much smoother.  

Most students and faculty 
members said that they really 
enjoyed the  performance.

“The cast ,  crew, and 
directing staff all made this musical 
the best it could be and I could 
not be any prouder of the final 
product! I loved being Paulette 
so much that I still bend and snap 
to pick things up,” says Sydney.  

Legally Blonde cast performs the number “Bend and Snap.” Photo by Lexi Banasiewicz ’16.

by Hannah Bash ’18

After excelling in the 
Northern Regional Music Festival 
and auditioning again, three KO 
musicians will be heading to 
the All-State Festival on May 2.  
Sophomore Noah Hawks-Ladds, 
junior Nick Giamalis, and senior 
Dan Melody were accepted 
and named by the Connecticut 
Music Educators  Associa-
tion to participate in All States.

Noah, playing the French 
horn, Nick, playing the bass, 
and Dan, playing the viola, will 
all be performing in this year’s 
All-State concert.  For Nick and 
Dan, it will be the second time 
they’ve attended the festival.

Thirteen KO students 
performed in CMEA’s Northern 
Region High School Music 
Festival, and three of these 
students are continuing on to 
the next event as they prepare 
for the All-State Festival.  

Across the state, an esti-
mated 1,600 students go to 
regionals, and only about a 
quarter of these students achieve 
All-States.  In order to advance, 
students must receive scores high 
enough to audition for All-States.

“All-States is a celebra-
tion time for all the kids who’ve 
made it,” said Creative Arts 
Department Chair and Director 
of Bands Todd Millen. “It’s 
more of a ‘congrats’ for getting 
in and less of a competition.” 

The All-State Festival 
begins on Thursday, April 30, 
when students arrive at the 
Connecticut Convention Center 
in Hartford and begin rehearsals.  
Rehearsals are organized by 
the separate ensembles, which 
are orchestra, choir, band, and 
jazz band.  Seating within each 
ensemble is previously decided 
at auditions prior to the festival.

“Just being in the group 
is an honor,” said Orchestra 
Director Richard Chiarappa. “The 
kids are all playing the music, 
so they’re happy to be placed 
anywhere within their ensembles.”

The various ensembles 
rehearse right up until the concert 
on Saturday.  On Thursday 
and Friday there are morning 
rehearsals until noon, afternoon 
rehearsals from 1 to 5:30 pm, 
and evening rehearsals from 6:30 
to 7:30 pm.  Each evening ends 
with different musical activities 
in which students participate.

“A great thing about All-
States is, during rehearsals, you 
get to meet a lot of different people 
with similar passions and musical 
talent,” said Nick, who is familiar 
with the festival from last year.  

Mr. Millen also empha-
sized the connections students 
make at All States.  “There are 
really great conductors and 
everyone gets to play with 
other musicians and become 
exposed to their music,” he said. 

As would be expected due 
to the difficulty of achieving 
All-States, the musical pieces 
students play are increasingly 
challenging compared to the 
music at regionals.  “The pieces 
at All-States are harder to play,” 
said Mr. Chiarappa. “Students 
are given the music ahead of time 
to practice and they’re expected 
to know it before they arrive.”

The concluding perfor-
mance, during which each 
ensemble plays their finalized 
pieces, will take place at the 
Connecticut Convention Center 
at 2 p.m. on Saturday, May 2.

“I’m really happy I made 
All States this year, and thanks to 
my teachers and directors, I feel 
well prepared for it,” said Noah.

Musicians represent 
KO in All-State Festival

Goodman Banks dance troupe 
enthralls all-school audience

DancEnlight dance group took the Roberts stage at an all-school assembly on 
Friday, April 17. Photo courtesy of dancEnglight group website.

by Tara Kilkenny ’18

Check out Nic Bisgaard’s 
rock review on page 16
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English teacher Lynne 
Levine will be teaching next 
year’s Symposium class for 
the second time in her 27 
years at Kingswood Oxford. 

Mrs. Levine said she is 
excited to teach this class once 
again, focusing this time on the 
author Gish Jen. “I look for a 
chance to expand my horizons 
as well as the kids’,’” she said.

Mrs. Levine said she has 
always loved English. It was always 
her best subject in school, she said. 
Reading was never a chore, she 
said, but an enjoyable pasttime. 

Mrs. Levine said that  
reading provides her with vicar-
ious experiences. “You’re seeing 
the human experience through 
someone else’s lens… You can live 
a different life for a while,” she said. 

After majoring in psychology 
as an undergraduate, Mrs. Levine 
earned a master ’s English.

Initially, she taught at 
East Hartford Middle School 
and later taught a freshman 

English composition course at 
Capital Community College. 

W h e r e v e r  s h e  w a s , 
Mrs. Levine’s said she dedi-
cated herself to to teaching 
and improving her students.

Previously in 2005 she 
taught the Symposium class 
dedicated to Tim O’Brien, best 
known for his stories about war. 

In that symposium class, 
which consisted mostly of girls, she 
said, it was harder for the students 
to connect with the book. “I think, 
at first, 14 girls talking about war 
was interesting,” said Ms. Levine.

This year, Ms. Levine 
decided she wanted to do look 
at an author whose common 
subject  mat ters  would be 
more relatable to students. 

Originally, she considered 
Amy Tan to be the Symposium 
author of 2016, but upon consid-
eration, realized that novelist 
Gish Jen was the perfect choice. 

The Symposium course 
has not yet had an Asian author 
as its focal point, so Ms. Jen’s 
visit with bring new cultural 

divers i ty  to  the  program. 
In Ms. Levine’s personal life, 

she is surrounded by people fasci-
nated by Asia: her husband, Ted, 
who teaches Chinese history at KO 
and has led several student trips to 
China, and her daughter, Jill, who 
currently lives and works in China. 
Mrs. Levine said her strong back-
ground and personal interest in 
Asia also influenced her decision. 

Ultimately, she said, the 
most important factor in her 
choice was the fact that Ms. Jen’s 
writing portrays the struggle of 
straddling two ethnicities and the 
awkward side of diversity, which 
Ms. Levine said she thought 
would resonate well with students. 

“I think we can all relate 
to high-school experiences,” said 
Ms. Levine, referring to two of Ms. 
Jen’s books: “Mona in the Promised 
Land” and “Typical American.”

Ms. Levine said she has 
planned a specific class structure for 
the Symposium class that will make 
the atmosphere more student-led. 

“In that class, I’m the facili-
tator,” she said. “Each student 

With a new school year 
on the horizon, many students 
are concerned about next year’s 
class placement and whether 
or not teachers will  make 
the right placement decision.

There are many factors taken 
into consideration by teachers 
when a student is being placed.

One  o f  them i s  the 
difference between a regular, 
h o n o r s ,  a n d  A P  c l a s s . 

Upper School Science 
Department Chair Frederick 
Goodman, who teaches honors 
and AP classes, explained the 
differences among the three levels. 
“Anything is possible given the 
right reason. I think it has to do a lot 
with the maturity factor,” he said.

F i r s t ,  M r.  G o o d m a n 
took three white envelopes. 
Holding the first one just above 
a table, he said, “This is regular.”

Next, he held another 
envelope about one foot higher 
and said, “This is honors.”

Finally, Mr. Goodman took 
the last envelope with his hand and 
extended his arm as far up as it 
could reach. “This is AP,” he said.

This was his way of visu-
ally showing the different levels 
and expectations between the 
different  level of courses.  

As for math, Upper School 
Math Department Chair Sandra 
Goss said that, in comparison 
to higher classes, a regular class 
is straightforward. Regular 
classes, she said, are for those 
who want a solid grasp on the 
most important information.

H o n o r s  s t u d e n t s , 
Mrs.  Goss said,  typical ly 
have a good math intuition 
with a strong number sense. 

Those students want to 
master the concepts and they 

really enjoy tough problems.
To move up in a math class, 

Mrs. Goss said it’s possible, but it 
depends on four factors: “Desire, 
ability, drive, and interest,” 
she said. “[Students] have to 
be doing a lot of things right.”

English teacher and Director 
of Teaching and Learning Asha 
Appel had a different take on 
moving up, for a good reason.

Four years ago, she taught 
the Symposium class specifically 
for seniors. Then two students 
in Ms. Appel’s junior English 

will have responsibilities to lead 
a class or a section. I think it’s 
all going to be about a discus-
sion in class and then writing.” 

She said there may be 
Harknesses and small divisions 
into groups to discuss the novels.

She said the writing assign-
ments will be mixed between 
essays, creative writing pieces, 
poems, short stories, and on occa-
sion autobiographical pieces. 

She said the class is meant 

to leave each student with a piece 
of writing each is proud of, no 
matter what form it comes in.

After completing the course, 
Ms. Levine said, students will be 
well prepared to encounter Ms. Jen 
in person. “You will know so much 
about this person,” she said, “that 
meeting her will be amazing.” 

Ms. Levine promises that 
students who take this class will 
leave with a new appreciation for 
literature and expanded horizons.

Mrs. Levine signs on to teach Symposium Class 
by Vivian Goldstein ’17 

Going down in the books 
as what students said was one 
of the best junior proms ever, 
this year’s event was received 
well by all  who attended. 

This year’s theme, selected 
by a vote of juniors, was Cirque 
de Soleil. The juniors, along 
with some students from other 
forms, enjoyed the night in the 
cafeteria decorated as the Cirque 
de Soleil. \The KO kitchen 
staff offered a wide selection of 
dinner buffet entrees and snacks 
that went along with the theme. 

“It was a fun time. There 
was high energy and it was a great 
time to hang out with friends, 
along with the great food,” said 
sophomore Chris Adamsons.

Junior Kelly Maloney 
agreed. “I loved the theme, 

Top left: Prom pictures at the Barneses. Photo courtesy of Mrs. Zilahy. Top right: Prom pictures at the Sanderses. 
Photo courtesy of Mrs. Sanders. Bottom: Prom pictures at the Carangelos. Photo courtesy of Mrs. Cole.

class asked if they could take the 
Symposium class the next year.

Ms. Appel said that the 
two students were good students 
and had a very strong interest in 
English, but when they took the 
Symposium class, they drowned in 
the coursework within two weeks.

On the other hand, Mr. 
Goodman said that a student 
can move up. Mr. Goodman 
pointed out that interest can 
be the difference between a 
score of 3 and a 4 on an AP test.

Although placement can 
feel like a harsh and unfair judge-
ment by teachers, they take 
all the facts into consideration 
and do their best to make the 
right decision for each student.

“I tend to err on the side 
of caution as do a lot of science 
teachers,” Mr. Goodman said, 
“and we usually get it right.”

Course placement 
spurs concerns
by Neil Hemnani ’18 

Prom season in full swing
by Isabel Kaufman ’17

 Lynne Levine will teach next year’s Symposium class. Photo by Ali Zilahy ’16.

and thought the decorations 
were very accurate, adding to 
the overall night,” she said. 

Many students said that 
the photo booth was a great idea. 

People got to take home 
many different pictures with a 
variety of friends, and seeing how 
many people could fit in the photo 
booth was also an entertaining task.

Although the juniors, 
as well as a few seniors and 
sophomores who went to the 
prom enjoyed it, the wintry 
weather was quite a shock and 
not very opportune for pictures.

“Prom pictures at Rizzuto’s 
was a lot of fun, and I had a great 
time with the people there, but 
taking pictures outside was very 
cold, as it pretty much snowed,” 
said sophomore Julia Goldsmith. 

No one expected the weather 
to be like this at the end of March, 

but the photos still came out 
great, and students said they had a 
wonderful time.“My favorite part 
of the night was spending time 
and dancing the whole time with 
my friends,” said junior Ali Klute. 

Beside the great theme, 
and decorations that the parents 
worked hard on, juniors said 
it was the people there who 
made prom so much fun for 
themselves and everyone else. 

There a sizable number 
students from other grades at the 
junior prom, but most people 
everyone knew one another 
from sports teams and classes. 

E v e r y o n e  w a s  v e r y 
welcoming, students said, so no one 
felt uncomfortable or out of place.
Overall, students loved the theme, 
appreciated all of the work put into 
setting it up, and had a entertaining 
night surrounded by friends.

“[Students] have 
to be doing a lot of 
things right...desire, 
ability, drive and 
interest.”

—Mrs. Goss 
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Dressed in her brand 
new “Team Tobatí 2015” team 
t-shirt, junior Nicole Demers 
walked to central headquar-
ters, bright and early on her 
first day in Tobatí, Paraguay. 

A few minutes later she 
climbed into the back of a pickup 
truck and held on tight as she and 
her fellow American and Para-
guayan teammates headed down 
a dirt road to a brick factory. 

This is how every day 
began for the group of over 
100 students and teachers who 
traveled to Tobatí this year. 

This year was the 17th annual 
service trip to Tobatí Paraguay. 

Started by Spanish teacher, 
Ronald Garcia, the trip has inspired 
students and teachers to spend their 
spring break doing numerous proj-
ects to better the Tobatí commu-
nity and the Macchi School. 

Sophomore Emma Fisher, 
who had gone on the trip for 
the first time this year, said 
it changed her perspective.

“It was interesting to 
see how happy people could 
be with so little,” she said.

Emma said she is going to 
try to go on the trip for the next 
two years.  “I loved the kids,” she 
said. Emma said she thought that 
working in the garden was the most 
effective job she she had on the trip. 
“My group worked there the most 
so we got a lot out of it,” she said. 

 This year in particular, 
a lot of groups worked at the 
future garden of the Macchi 
School, which the team origi-
nally built in its earlier years. 

The goal of the garden is 
to be able to provide fresh food 
for the students, and decrease 
the money spent on meals. 

With the garden,  the 

Team Tobatí continues to inspire 
by Lauren Barnes ’16

First  impressions are 
crucial – which is why the 
members of KO’s tour guide 
organization Shield and Dragon 
take their work very seriously.

Donning spiffy blazers 
complete with the program’s 
signature Wyvern patch, members 
of Shield and Dragon range 
from sophomores to seniors 
and are charged with the signifi-
cant duty of providing prospec-
tive KO students and their 
families a first look at campus. 

 In other words, the club is 
all about making first impressions.

Senior Salvo Caruso joined 
as a sophomore. Since then, 
he’s risen through the ranks, 
and today he is a team leader 
in the program. According to 
Salvo, joining Shield and Dragon 
was an excellent decision.

“It’s been an amazing 
experience,” said Salvo. “I’ve 
honestly loved every minute of it.”

What initially drew Salvo 
to the program, he said, was his 
desire to share KO with others.  

“I’ve had great opportuni-
ties here, so when kids are trying 
to decide where to spend the next 
few years of their lives, I want 
them to consider KO,” he said.  
“That’s what Shield and Dragon 
lets me do: give prospective 

students a glimpse into KO life, 
and try to see if it’s someplace 
they can imagine themselves.”

On the other end of the 
spectrum are students who are 
brand-new to the program.  

Sophomore Laura Polley is 
one of these  student. “I’ve learned 
public speaking skills, and to 
always be prepared for anything, 
because you never know what 
kind of questions you’ll get,” said 
Laura.  “I’ve also learned how to 
bring out my leadership skills in 
the events that the particular Shield 
and Dragon teams participate in.” 

Within Shield and Dragon, 
team leaders like Salvo are 
responsible for working in small 
groups with Laura and other 
new tour guides to teach them 
how to do their jobs correctly. 

This includes teaching tour 
guides the right path to take when 
leading families out of the admis-
sions building, as well as giving 
the newbies tips and tricks on 
how to make conversation and 
engage the people they’re touring. 

Sa lvo  sa id  h is  lead-
ership role in the program 
was a valuable experience.

“It’s been great getting to 
know my team,” he said.  “The 
younger kids in the group look to 
us older tour guides to show them 
the ropes, and it’s rewarding to pass 
on everything you’ve learned.”

by Mackenzie McDonald ’16

Hayley Beth Eicher shares tips 
When I once asked Hayley 

Eicher to meet me before school, 
she responded: “No I’d rather 
have more time on my makeup.” 

Hayley, this issue’s Stylist 
of the month, is devoted to the 
art of fashion. “I spend time on 
my outfits and feel good in every-
thing I wear to school,” she said.

Hayley said she used to 
want to define her style and 
stick to it, but this year she has 
stopped doing that. Now she 
wears whatever she wants and 
knows she will like it. “I like not 
feeling defined by that anymore.”

Why fashion? Hayley said 
she watched a lot of old movies 
when she was younger. Her 
favorite fashion decades are the 
1920s, 1960s, and 1990s. She said 
she loves the 1920s because it was 
a “glamorous time in history and 
I mostly love the hairstyles.” She 
said she loves the mod look that 
came along in the 1960s, which 
included the short hairstyles. 
“Twiggy had a short pixie cut, 
which inspired me to cut my hair 
very short two years ago. I also 
like high-waisted pants which 
were popular in the 1960s,” 
said Hayley. She said she loves 
the edgy styles from the 1990s, 
which are really coming back. 
The flannels, docs, and chokers 

by Gwyneth McDonald ’16 are all making a comeback today. 
Her favorite articles of 

clothing this past winter were 
turtle necks, her tan-and-red 
striped crop top turtleneck, and 
her Mary Jane Doc Martins. 

Hayley said she spends 
ample time each morning doing 
her hair and makeup. Her everyday 
makeup, school look, is cat eye 
and the defined eyebrow, “I 
think it accentuates my features 
really nicely,” said Hayley. She 
also likes the look of mascara 
and bright lipstick, bright red or 
reddish purple. “I think the focus 
should be on one feature,” she said. 

Hayley said she finds inspi-
ration from Kylie Jenner’s outfits 
on Instagram, whose style is also 
undefined.  When Hayley was 
younger, she watched movies 
starring Audrey Hepburn and has 
grown up wanting to look like her; 
she said she would like to look 
like Ms. Hepburn from the 1950s. 

Pattie Boyd who was a model 
in the 1960s also inspires Hayley’s 
style. If acting doesn’t work out, 
Hayley said she would like to 
be a stylist for Vogue Magazine 

At night, Hayley spends a 
half hour at least on skin care. She 
washes her face with a Neutrogena 
oil-free acne wash or dark angels 
scrub by Lush. She puts Vaseline 
on her lips and then puts aloe Vera 
all over her face, which prevents 

Student tour guides   
become mentors 

acne and makes skin really smooth. 
 Her favorite lotion is lemon- 

scented lotion from Bigelowe, a 
store in New York that has been 
around since the 1800s. They still 
use the same recipes from long 
ago. She also makes her own lotion 
from coco butter, coconut oil, 
beeswax, and essential oils. It takes 
about three hours to make but they 
work well. “I also make my own 
brown sugar based leg scrub and 
lip scrub,” said Hayley. “I use the 
leg scrub on my legs once a week 
and the lip scrub each morning.

“I am honored to be named 
this month’s stylist,” Hayley said. 
“Fashion means a lot to me.”

Photo of Hayley Eicher on the 
bleachers. Photo by Lexi Banasie-
wicz ’16. 

Students and math teacher Will Amarante work in the Macchi School garden. Photo by Ronald Garcia. 

Fashionista of the Month

school would be more self-
suff ic ien t  and  would  not 
rely as much on donations.

Junior Austin Lemkuil, who 
also went for the first time this 
year, said the trip really opened up 
his eyes to how people lived there. 

“It was nice to know I was 
helping the kids have a better 
future and go to college,” he said.

 Austin said he recom-
mends the trip because it’s a 

great way to meet new people 
f rom another  cul ture  and 
learn about their way of life.  

Nicole said that going on the 
trip gave her a new perspective on 
her life in the United States and 
made her appreciate all that she has. 

Nicole said it was a great 
mix of hard work and fun and 
that the kids are awesome. “The 
students at the Macchi School 
take full advantage of the 
slightest advantages,” she said,

 “It’s inspiring seeing 
what these kids go through 
and what they make of the 
little that they have,” she said.

Junior,  Gabe Wolman 
said i t  was great  helping 
the i r  spec ia l  communi ty.

 “It was a great experience 
in which I got to make great bonds 

“I hope that this 
becomes a part of 
my life because of 
my life because 
of how important 
Paraguay has 
always been to 
me”

—Max Obourn

with not only the Paraguayans but 
also fellow KO students,” he said. 

Senior, Max Obourn said 
speaking to the principal of the 
school, Darrien LaFrenier ’03, was 
one of the highlights of the trip. 

Mr. LaFrenier, a former 
KO student who had gone on 
the trip as a student, currently 
runs  the  Macchi  School . 

Max said that Darren 
runs a lot of things that go on at 
the school and teaches English.

 “I  spoke to Darren, 
and he said in order to teach 
english, you need to know 
how to speak english,” he said. 

M a x  s a i d  h e  n o w 
plans on teaching English 
a t  t h e  M a c c h i  S c h o o l . 

“My future looks like I’ll 
be going down to Paraguay next 

spring to teach, which would be 
unbelievably exciting,” he said, “I 
hope that this becomes a part of 
my life because of how important 
Paraguay has always been to me.”. 

Max said he will never 
stop encouraging people to go 
as long as they have the means 
to do so. “I’m lucky enough to 
have gone all four years,” he said. 

Te a m  To b a t í  w i l l 
continue to be a special club 
and trip for many students.

 Everyone who goes says 
they love each minute they 
spend there, and love creating 
great strong friendships, which 
can last a lifetime – and perhaps 
even lead to a permanent job 
helping the people of Tobati, 
as it has for Mr. LaFrenier. 
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Those who observe Pass-
over have to spend a week 
“passing over” certain foods in 
order to respect their religion. 
This year Passover took place 
from April 3 to April 11. Students 
and teachers once again had to 
navigate the cafeteria to find 
“Passover Friendly” options. 

Head of Sage Dining Brian 
Woerlen said that the dining hall is 
always “Passover friendly” during 
Passover week. He said some of 
the options available to the students 
were matzah pizza and matzah 
ball soup, which were located 
on a separate table. Matzah was 
provided with cheese, sauce and 
the microwave at their disposal. 
Also available were salads, and 
certain options in the normal lunch.

Freshman Will Appleton 

said he doesn’t follow the Pass-
over food restrictions. “I didn’t 
follow the Passover food ritual, 
so it wasn’t a problem for me,” he 
said. Will also said he thinks it’s 
nice that Passover-approved food 
is available. “It’s cool that Pass-
over-friendly food is accessible 
for students and teachers,” he said. 

For  sophomore Noah 
Stanton lunch was a bit more diffi-
cult because she was following 
the Passover food ritual. “For the 
first few days there didn’t seem 
to be many options for students 
trying to observe Passover, which 
made it harder for me to find 
something to eat,” she said. Noah 
said that she thinks the option to 
make matzah pizza is great, but 
it can get tiring after a while. 
“Making the matzah ball soup 
with vegetable broth would be 
great for vegetarians,” she said. 

by Lauren Barnes ’16

Although concussions are 
unfortunate and painful inju-
ries, there is a baseline concus-
sion testing system for diagnosis, 
to rate ones symptoms, deter-
mining how serious the injury is.

At the start of the school 
year, before the fall sports season 
starts up, each student at KO 
takes the concussion test, where 
their scores reflect as their base-
line. This allows future tests to 
be compared to their original 
baseline, when possibly injured. 

This test is basically a pro-
active move, so if a student gets 
a head injury during the year in 
a sport the trainers are able to 
compare their current state of 
mind to their normal mind set 
when healthy and fully conscious.

“I do think that the base-
line concussion test was efficient 
because when I had a concussion 

Clashing conclusion 
on kosher culture 

Concussion 
test rocks

Senior Shira Richards-
Rachlin also observed Passover 
but did not partake in the Pass-
over tables options. “I didn’t 
actually use what the school 
had. I just made salad,” she 
said, “Matzah gets old fast.” 

Shira said that some of the 
regular lunch options were kosher. 
“Some of the normal lunch options 
worked, like chicken and mashed 
potatoes,” she said, “and kosher 
desserts would be bomb.” Shira 
had also said that they had put pasta 
on the designated kosher table. 
“They put pasta on the Jewish food 
table,” she said, “and that was sad.” 

Senior Noa Silverstein also 
observed Passover. Noa said that 
there isn’t a lot to eat during Pass-
over, and Matzah makes her sick, 
so she stays away from it. “I only 
eat matzah during seder,” she said, 
“In school I would make a salad.” 

Noa said she also did not like 
how there was pasta put out on the 
Passover lunch table. “They put 
other un-passover friendly things 
near the kosher Passover stuff and 
there could be cross contamination 
between the… foods,” she said. 

F o r  s t u d e n t s  a n d 
teachers, who observe Pass-
over, lunch options every year 
can be tricky. Sage Dining has 
always had Passover-friendly 
options said Sage Dining staff 
member, Paul MacNeill. “We 
are open to suggest ions,”

by Isabel Kaufman ’17

Speakers’ Forum is a clev-
erly crafted combination of 
emotion and written word that 
requires all sophomore students 
to select a section of a fictional 
short story or novel that speaks 
to them, then read their choice 
in front of their English class.

Former Forensic Union 
Coach and retired English teacher 
Robert Googins first created 
Speakers’ Forum. With an interest 
in literature and public speaking, 
he realized the connection in being 
able to read writing aloud. “It was 
a sort of natural outgrowth; to be 
able to read literature out loud 
meant you can understand it,” 
said English teacher Meg Kasprak.

Since it was first proposed, 
Speakers’ Forum has been run the 
same way for 27 years. Students 
read their pieces in front of 
their English classes; two from 
each class move on to the semi-
finals; and the top five from 
the semi-finals move on to the 
finals, leaving only one winner. 
The one thing that differenti-
ates it each year is the readings.

Often, the sophomores 
choose a piece that would 
evoke an emotion whether it be 

Speakers’ Forum continues 
to give sophomores a voice

sadness, pity, laughter, or love.
For instance, alumnus Eric 

Levitz ‘06 read the piece “Orienta-

tion” by David Orozco, a hilarious 
but dark-humored piece intro-
ducing a new employee to the 
business. It left a lasting effect. 
Another alumnus, Max O’Brasky, 
read “Jealous Husband Returns In 
Form of Parrot” by Robert Olen 
Butler, another hilarious piece 
that allowed for parrot voices 
and other oddities. Comedy has 
always been an appealing genre 
to both reader and audience.

Although comedy often 
wins, it’s not the only type of 
reading to be remembered. In the 
past, serious, sadder pieces also 
have had their time in the spotlight.

One year, a piece was done 
about a boxer getting repeatedly 
punched in the ring. The reader 
was able to relate that feeling of 
being punched physically, to his 
personal life of being emotion-
ally punched. He told not his 
story, but his sister’s through the 
emotional piece. Stories like that 
were remembered by everyone 
who heard them, especially 
English teacher Asha Appel.

Former English teacher 
Heidi Hojnicki continues to 
remember the “salacious reading” 

given by Mary Lessard, leaving an 
impact on her with the risqué voice 
used. Simple daring and courage 
also gather attention at the forum.

Senior Lina Volin said 
Speakers’ Forum really improved 
her technique for interpretive 
reading in debates for Forensic 
Union. Although her own reading 
is now lost to her, she said the 
overall preparation and experi-
ence still relates to her life today.

Ultimately, the practice 
is viewed as a good experience 
by both teachers and students. 
There are countless impor-

by Vivian Goldstein ’17

tance reasons for why Speakers’ 
Forum is conducted every year. 
“Every year there seems to be 
at least one, I’m sure more than 
one, sophomore student who 
comes out of nowhere,” said Mr. 
Monroe. “They find themselves.”

“They...make sure 
players are OK 
to return to play 
and avoid further 
injury.”

- Nicole Demers
Matzah, a traditional Passover food. Photo by Ali Zilahy ’16.

“They find them-
selves.”

- Mr. Monroe

this test informed the trainers 
of how bad my symptoms were, 
and from this information they 
knew how to help me get back 
to sports as soon as possible,” 
said senior Meg Kennedy.

Although they are not 
fun to take at all, junior Nicole 
Demers said, “They are useful 
to make sure players are okay to 
return to play and avoid further 
injury, especially because concus-
sions are not visible injuries.”

Going hand in hand with 
Nicole, as many other students 
agree, the test is very beneficial 
because when visiting a doctor 
about a head injury they are 
able to compare results to deter-
mine the weight of the injury, 
said freshman Maitland Bailey.

“The baseline test also helped 
those at Elite Sports put a plan in 
place for me to return to school 
and eventually work back up to 
playing my sport,” said Maitland.

Many complain that concus-
sions are excuses to get out of 
doing work, or playing a sport, 
but in many cases they can be 
very serious, and need to be treated 
and looked at in order to decrease 
the possibility for further injury.

Overall, the baseline concus-
sion testing system is extremely 
helpful to doctors, trainers, and the 
injured student who just wants to 
get back to their physical activity.

Sophomore Becca Richard reads her literary selection during the Speakers’ 
Forum last week. Photo by Aly Zilahy ’16.
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On Monday April 6, Soby 
Gym was temporarily turned 
into a Red Cross clinic as KO 
hosted the 15th Annual Warren 
Baird Memorial Blood Drive. 

The blood drive, in honor 
of KO former faculty member 
Warren Baird, who required 
regular blood transfusions to 
aid in his battle with a rare 
blood disorder, helps to provide 
blood necessary for transfusions 
and other medical procedures 
used to prolong and save lives. 

This year’s faculty advisor, 

Jane Repp, along with student 
ambassadors seniors Dan Miller 
and Jenna Frankel and juniors Josh 
Pugliese and Lexi DeLucia helped 
to organize and facilitate the event.

“I got involved because it’s 
a great cause and my brother was 
involved with it as well,” said Josh. 
“I personally hate needles, so my 
experience was nerve racking and I 
didn’t like getting poked with it, but 
I know that blood could save some-
one’s life and that’s makes it much 
easier to donate. I think we would 
have liked to get a little more dona-
tions. However we did meet our 
[goal] of 50 pints, which is great.”

Due to sports games sched-
uled for that Monday and deferrals 
from sicknesses, almost ¼ of the 
students that originally signed up 
couldn’t donate blood, which took a 
rather heavy toll on the blood drive.

 According to Senior 
Ambassador Dan Miller, this 
year was less of a success 
than last year’s blood drive. 

“We filled our quota of 50 
pints but we were about 10 pints 
off from what we had last year,” 
he said. “It was disappointing that 
there were so many interferences. 
On the day of the blood drive there 
were three major sports games... 

Many of the players on these teams 
weren’t allowed by their coaches 
to donate blood and obviously we 
missed out on quite a lot of donors 
who would have donated if they 
didn’t have a game that Monday.” 

One such player who wanted 
to donate but wasn’t allowed to 
because of a sports game was 
Varsity Baseball Captain TJ Nesbit. 

“I wish I could have donated 
because it is for a fantastic cause 
and it saves peoples lives, but 
because of my baseball game I 
wasn’t allowed to,” he said. “I 
think it was poor planning to have 
games on that Monday because 

the blood drive was sched-
uled way in advance, and there 
were three major games on that 
Monday which could have been 
scheduled at a different time.”

Even with the sports 
setbacks, the event was neverthe-
less a success, and the 50 pints of 
blood will no doubt save lives. 

“Although I wasn’t able to 
donate I was glad to be involved 
and helping out,” said Lexi. “It’s 
a great cause and every donor 
really is saving someone’s life by 
donating. I and the other ambas-
sadors encourage everyone who 
is eligible to donate next year.”

by Joe Ravalese ’15

KO releases new Course of Study
KO’s new Course of Study 

for the 2015-2016 school year has 
been released, introducing some 
new classes for next year but also 
saying goodbye to some old ones. 

Many new electives will 
be added to the Course of Study, 
including one classics elective, two 
creative arts electives, three history 
electives, and five math elec-
tives. In addition, AP Art History 
will not be offered next year. 

Four new math electives 
will be offered next year: Prob-
ability and Contest Math, offered 
in the fall semester to students 
in Forms Four to Six; Engi-
neering Bridges, offered in the 
spring semester to students in 
Forms Four to Six, Game Theory, 
another spring semester course 
that will be offered to students 
in Forms Four to Six; and Phys-
ical Computing, which will be 
offered in the spring semester to 
students in Forms Three to Six.

In addition to these four 
new math electives, Advanced 

Computer Science will return this 
year in the spring semester for 
students in Forms Three to Six. 

Assistant Head of School 
for Academic Life Natalie Demers 
addressed the wide array of new 
math electives. “Our decision 
to add so many new math elec-
tives was based on a number 
of different things,” she said. 
“We really wanted to broaden 
our options for students who are 
interested in math. It gives them 
the opportunity to apply math 
skill. These [new subjects] are the 
things that people are interested 
in, even if they are not Multivari-
able Calculus-level students.” 

One class that is returning 
after a long break is Mythology, 
a spring classics elective for 
students in Forms Three to Six. 
Students will learn about Greco-
Roman pantheon of gods and 
the age of heroes using litera-
ture, visual art, music, and film.

There are also two revamped 
classes being offered next year 
that include changes from current 
classes. What was formerly a 

class primarily about the Holo-
caust has been reconfigured to 
become International Humans 
Rights. This fall semester elec-
tive offered to students in Forms 
Four to Six will be a supportive 
pre-requisite for Model UN.

The second revamped 
history class is China Through 
Film, a fall semester course 
open to students in Forms Four 
to Six that will be taught by Mr. 
Levine. Previously China and 
Japan, this class is more focused 
on contemporary Chinese life and 
20th century history using film.

Some classes are also being 
eliminated from the Course of 
Study. Mrs. Demers said the deci-
sion to cut classes is based on 
enrollment. “When students sign 
up, we check enrollment,” she said, 
“and then based on class size we 
decide if we are going to run an elec-
tive or not. If there is a small class 
size we might not run the course.”

One of the classes that will 
not be offered next year is AP Art 
History, an elective that has been 
offered at KO for many years. 

Mrs. Demers said that this deci-
sion is based a lot on finding the 
right teacher to teach the course. 
“[The late Academic Dean of 
Humanities Patricia Rosoff] 
was a huge part of Art History,” 
she said. “It is a very special-
ized course and requires a lot of 
knowledge to teach the course.”

Since Mrs. Rosoff’s passing, 
there has been a lower enrollment 
in the course as well. “Two years 
ago there were 18 students in 
the course,” said Mrs. Demers. 
“This year there are only five.” 

Another change to the 
Course of Study next year will be 
that the senior AP English class 
will now be considered honors 
instead of AP. Mrs. Demers 
explained that the decision was 
made because it makes more 
sense for the students. “Colleges 
only accept one AP English score, 
so students cannot take the class 
for more than one year and get 
credit for the exam,” she said. 

She also explained that the 
class material will remain the 
same. “The classes have the same 

content,” she said. “Students 
can still take the AP exam, but 
they are not required to. That is 
the difference between the AP 
level class and the honors class.”

Junior Gwyneth McDonald, 
who will be in the Symposium 
class next year, said she was 
disappointed that the class will 
not be considered AP. “It’s kind 
of a number because I want to 
have another AP on my schedule 
for college,” she said. “But I 
understand that technically it 
shouldn’t be AP because we 
aren’t prepping for the AP test.”

Mrs. Demers said, overall 
she is thrilled with the courses 
that will be offered next year. 
“I think we’ve got some really 
exciting new classes and I hope 
that students will take advantage 
of these new electives,” she said. 
She added that students will have 
lots of new opportunities next 
year. “These classes are taught 
by teachers who are passionate 
about their subjects, and I think 
that this will give kids the oppor-
tunity to expand their studies.”  

by Grace Amell ’17

Junior Benjamin Waldman 
took first place in the WALKS 
Essay contest at a dinner last 
Tuesaday night at Suffield 
Academy. He attended the dinner 
with junior Ben Sullivan, the other 
KO finalist in the competition. 

The WALKS essay contest 
is a writing prompt open to all 
junior U.S. history students at tje 
fove WALKS schools. “WALKS” 
is an acronym for a consortium 
of five private schools in the 
Hartford area. These schools are 
Westminster School, Avon Old 
Farms School, Loomis Chaffee 
School, Kingswood Oxford 
School, and Suffield Academy.

The essay contest requires 
students to answer a pre-deter-
mined prompt related to consti-
tutional law, and while all U.S. 
history students have the opportu-

nity to write to this prompt, only 
a handful took the challenge this 
year. The prompt was a question 
regarding the Second Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution: 
“How should the Second Amend-
ment be interpreted and applied?”

The Second Amendment 
concerns the right to bear arms, 
and students were instructed to 
discuss relevant Supreme Court 
cases, laws and mass shootings.

After students submit their 
essays, the top two students 
have to be selected. Mr. Kyff 
explained this process. ”I pick 
the top two [essays] from my 
students. Mr. Dunbar then reads 
my top two essays and compares 
them to the others and picks the 
top two students overall,” he said.

History teacher Scott 
Dunbar explained his thought 
process on picking the top 
essays. “I’m looking to see: Do 

they answer the question being 
asked?” he said. “How effectively 
do they answer the question?”

T h e  WA L K S  e s s a y 
demanded a large amount of time 
from each student who wrote it. 
Benjamin mentioned that a lot 
of research and preparation was 
needed. “The essay was the hardest 
undertaking in my high school 
career,” he said. “It prepared me 
for future research [projects].”

Ben also spoke out about the 
difficulty of the essay. “It was pretty 
challenging,” he said. “But it will 
help me in college and beyond.”

Despite the difficulty they 
faced, both of the winners said they 
enjoyed writing their essays. “I 
believe the Constitution is a funda-
mentally important document 
to understand,” Benjamin said.

This year’s batch of essays 
were well-composed, according to 
Mr. Kyff and Mr. Dunbar. “I was 

by Tim Petit ’18

Warren Baird blood drive makes 
impact that’s, oh, . . . positive

very impressed by the quality of the 
student’s responses,” Mr. Kyff said. 

Mr. Dunbar noted that 
the Second Amendment is 

a tricky subject. “However, 
the two essays we submitted 
were very good,” he said.

Waldman wins WALKS contest

Junior Benjamin Waldman, left, receives his prize as the winner of the WALKS 
Essay contest. Photo by Dennis Bisgaard.
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Does KO’s reputation stack up 
with other college prep schools?
by Alec Rossi ’17

One of the many factors that 
parents and students consider in 
making high-school and college 
decisions is the institution’s 
reputation. Does a school with 
a larger endowment and greater 
name recognition triumph over 
one that is smaller and lesser 
known athletically, academically 
and in admissions offices? While 
smaller than other area prep 
schools, Kingswood Oxford has 
managed to foster a respectable 
reputation in the Hartford area.

Michelle Murphy, KO’s 
Director of Communications and 
Marketing, said that KO has a 
positive reputation in the area. 
“From encounters [KO’s reputa-
tion] is very, very positive. [People 
think]… there really is a lot of great 
stuff happening here,” she said. 

Assistant Director of College 
Advising Peggy Clark agreed 
with Mrs. Murphy. “Through 
the recent difficult recession, 
parents still thought coming to 
KO made [a] difference,” she said. 

Mrs. Clark also mentioned 
the Hartford Magazine Poll. 
In this online pool, KO has 
won Bes t  Pr iva te  School 
for five years over Loomis 
Chaffee and Avon Old Farms. 

Karen McCusker, who is 
currently a parent of students at 
both KO and Loomis Chaffee, said 
she agreed with Mrs. Clark and 
Mrs. Murphy. “I think KO’s repu-
tation in the Hartford area is very 
good,” she said. Mrs. McCusker 
said that she has heard from many 
sources that Kingswood Oxford 
students are seen as very friendly, 
down-to-earth and likeable. 

Senior Robert Scappaticci 
said he did not believe KO’s repu-
tation was as strong as other area 
college preparatory schools. “I do 
not think KO’s name holds the 
same amount of social prestige as 
Choate or Taft,” he said. However, 
Robert said he believes that KO is 
just as academically rigorous as 
better known schools. “Social pres-
tige is usually not a good measure 
of academic quality,” he said.

Mrs. Clark said that KO has a 
smaller campus and that could have 
something to do with its reputation.

Sophomore  Benjamin 
Coady, a former Renbrook School 
student, said that many students at 
Renbrook look at KO to continue 
their high school education. 
“[Kingswood Oxford] is sometimes 
seen as not as academically chal-
lenging as other private schools, 

especially boarding schools, but 
this is false,” he said. Benjamin 
said that many students incorrectly 
assume that day schools by nature 
are not as academically rigorous. 

Associate Director of Admis-
sions and Marketing Specialist 
Criste Linkletter said a stigma 
exists that KO is competing against 
Loomis. “Unless you are looking 
for a boarding school, [competition 
is based on] location,” she said.

 Ms. Linkletter said that 
when meeting with families, she 
has found that they sometimes 
have misconceptions about KO. 
Mrs. Murphy said that word-of-
mouth marketing contributes to 
reputation, and while it is impor-
tant, it also needs to be accurate.

Benjamin said that athleti-
cally, KO has more of a mixed 
reputation. “At other schools you 
can have star athletes from all 
over the country, but at KO [we] 
only have local athletes,” he said. 

Mrs. McCusker agreed. 
“Because of its size and world-
wide recruiting, athletics at 
Loomis are often superior 
to KO athletics,” she said.

D i r e c t o r  o f  C o l l e g e 
Advising and former Senior 
Associate Director of Admis-
sions at the University of 
Connecticut, Zaira Santiago said 
that KO has a strong reputation 
in college admissions offices. 
“When talking to colleagues at 
the other side of the desk, they 
think very highly of KO,” she said. 

Mrs. Clark agreed with 
Ms. Santiago. “I think we have 
good credibility with colleges 
for a variety of reasons,” she 
said. “The college advising 
office has worked hard nurturing 
the relationships between [KO] 
and the college admissions offi-
cers who read the applications.”

Mrs. Clark said that the 
college advising office makes 
sure the key admissions officers 
know what the experience at KO 
is like. College admissions officers 
are never in one region for long, 
but many choose to visit KO.  Ms. 
Santiago said that members of 
the college advising office talk 
to admissions representatives to 
get an idea of what KO students 
do.  “About 130 [college admis-
sions] representative visit [KO] 
each year,” said Ms. Santiago.

She added that a high school’s 
reputation does not penalize or 

benefit you when applying to 
college. “College admissions 
counselors put the student’s tran-
script in the context of the rigors 
of the school and the overall 
program of the school,” she said.  

When considering schools 
for her daughter, Mrs. McCusker 
contacted admissions officers 
at Bowdoin College and Yale 
University to see if attending 
Loomis over KO would be advan-
tageous when applying to college. 
She asked the admissions coun-
selors whether they would prefer 
a student from Loomis to a student 
from KO with identical statistics. 

“[The admissions directors 
at Bowdoin and Yale] said that 
they look at the student, not the 

“From encounters 
[KO’s reputation] 
is very, very posi-
tive.
-Michelle Murphy

high school; or rather the looked 
at the student within the context 
of their own high school, but they 
don’t give preference from one 
high school to another,” she said.

Mrs. McCusker said the 
Bowdoin admissions counselor 
she spoke to was very familiar 
with both Kingswood Oxford and 
Loomis. “She thought highly of 
both schools, but felt you couldn’t 
really compare them; to her they 
were two very different kinds of 
institutions,” said Mrs. McCusker.

Loomis Chaffee is often compared to Kingswood Oxford academcically and athletically. Photo from Google.

The Nicholson Building houses Kingswood Oxford’s admissions department. Photo by Lexi Banasiewicz ’16.

Mrs. Murphy agreed that 
Kingswood Oxford is very 
different from Loomis Chaffee 
and other schools with boarders. 
She said the comparison is like 
comparing apples to oranges. 
Sophomore Ryan Silvers agreed. 
“A school exclusively for day 
students is very different from 
a school with both boarders 
and day students”, said Ryan.

Many students choose KO 
over other college preparatory 
schools because of the shared 
experience amongst day students. 
“I felt as if at Loomis and Avon Old 
Farms there was a division between 
boarders and non-boarders and 
I liked the appeal of one large 
community,” said Benjamin. “My 
mom was a graduate of Loomis 
and said the division between 
boarders and day students is a 
lot, so she was supportive of 
me coming to KO,” he said.

Mrs. Murphy agreed with 
Benjamin. “Students want to 
go back to their houses, and 
being a day student allows for 
a common experience amongst 
everyone,” said Mrs. Murphy.

Senior  Jenna Frankel 
transferred from Watkinson to 
KO during her sophomore year. 
Jenna said that she left Watkinson 
because they did not offer the same 
Honors and AP classes that KO did 
at the time. She said she chose to 
make the switch because of the 
academic rigor KO would provide.

Sam Cuda, a freshman at 
Suffield Academy, chose between 
Suffield Academy and KO. “I 
wanted to go to a school where I 
could meet kids from all over the 
country. I loved KO but all the 

[students] are fairly close,” he said.
KO freshman Arjun Katechia 

is planning to transfer to Choate 
Rosemary Hall next year. “While 
KO does offer many academic 
opportunities, Choate offers 
more. Choate allows its students 
to study abroad for a semester,” 
he said.  Arjun said they also 
offer a science research program 
with university professors and 
an environmental studies immer-
sion program he is interested in.

 While KO might not have 
quite as far-reaching programs, 
through her experience with 
Loomis and KO, Mrs. McCusker 
believes that the quality of 
academics is the same, despite the 
differences in endowment and size.

“The faculty advising 
system at KO is far superior to 
that at Loomis, because faculty 
advisors spend much more time 
getting to know their advisees,” 
she said. “The advisors at KO 
also build a strong relationship 
with the parents… I find this to 
be very different at a boarding 
school,” said Mrs. McCusker.

While students often list 
prestige as a deciding factor in 
choosing a school, the Yale admis-
sions office suggested attending 
the school that is the best fit for 
you.  Mrs. McCusker said that she 
was told to  find a school most suit-
able to the needs of her daughter.

“She told me what I knew 
in my heart was right. She said 
the best way to support by 
daughter’s long-term success 
and growth was to find a place  
where she would feel happy and 
connected...and develop [her] 
best self,” said Mrs. McCusker.

“Social prestige 
is usually not a 
good measure 
of academic 
quality.” 

-Robert         
Scappaticci 

“[Admissions 
directors] . . . look 
at the student, not 
the high school.”
- Karen McCusker
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recounting past incidents at KO in 
which police became involved and 
encouraging students not to play. 
A similar email was also sent to 
KO parents explaining the game 
and clearly establishing that KO 
does not support it in any way. 

Even among students, 
Assassins can prove contro-
versial. Following a leak of the 
targets list, players discovered 
the pattern that had been used to 
assign teams to their targets, and so  
the entire list had to be redrafted. 

Similar issues occurred in 
round two, although the two senior 
commissioners running the game 
(the winners of Assassins last year) 
decided against another redraft.

In one incident, junior Alexa 
Casale found that another player’s 
ill-fated attempt to hit her outside 
her house before school led to 
concerns that he was a burglar as a 
“neighbor kindly told him to leave 
the property and not come back.” 
As a result, her parents became 
concerned and she had to stop 
playing. One of the commissioners 
also mentioned that the challenges 
of running the game included 
having “to deal with the people that 
lie and try to cheat in the game”

While  many s tudents 
consider Assassins to be fun, 
these these debates over risky 
conduct make it a topic of growing 
controversy on school grounds.

Contnued from page 1

After leaping to a 5-2 
winning record, the varsity girls 
lacrosse team looks to continue 
a c h i e v i n g  u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
levels of success with their 
youthful but tight-knit, squad. 

Led by senior Captains 
Kennelly Allerton, Corinne 
Florian, and Julia McGowan, 
the girls began the spring 
season with a dominant, 9-3, 
victory against Pomfret School 
o n  We d n e s d a y,  A p r i l  1 . 

In  a  s imi la r ly  dec i -
s i v e  f a s h i o n ,  t h e  s q u a d 
defeated Suffield Academy 
10-4, on Saturday, April 4. 

Much of  the success 
being seen by the team can be 
traced back to the captains. 

“Our captains especially 
have been great, even so early in 
the season,” sophomore attack 
Isabel Kaufman said,  “They 
know the game, but more than 
that, everyone feels comfortable 
with them and we just feel more 
connected than in recent years.” 

Since the very start of the 
season, the girls have relied on the 
captains to create a sense of unity 
between the mix of freshmen, 
sophomore, junior, and seniors 
all on the team, Kaufman said. 

Freshman midfielder Abigail 
Eberle agreed. “Our captains 
have us believing in each other, 
we are staying positive, and it’s 
showing up on the field,” she said. 
“Corinne has been outstanding 
in goal, our defense is solid, and 
because of all that we have a lot 
to be proud of with a 5-2 start.”  

T h e  t e a m ,  w i t h  s i x 
freshmen out of only 15 players, 

is a markedly young one. “It 
makes the team a lot different 
than last year for sure, with six 
freshman that all play a lot and 
are taking the transition to varsity 
really well,” said McGowan. 

However, while it may 
not seem to be, the small size of 
the team is more of a pro than 
a con, McGowan said. “With 
only 15 players, our bench 

is very limited, which means 
everyone is really a part of the 
team and we are all contributing 
to these wins, and it has helped 
to bring us together,” she said. 

Coach Tim Allerton also 
sees the youth and small size of his 
team as a positive attribute, saying, 

“These  f reshmen are 
also playing club lacrosse, so 
they are experienced players. 
Because of that, this year our 
lacrosse IQ is much higher than 
in previous seasons,” he said. 

After two tough consecu-
tive losses against challenging 
opponents Taft and Caterbury, 
the girls rallied with an impres-
sive win against the Miss Porter’s 
School on Tuesday, April 14. 

“We had lost to Miss 
Porter’s three years in a row, and 
this time, we won, only letting 
in one goal the entire second 
half,” Coach Allerton said. 

Freshman midfielder Julia 
Lantieri agreed the win was 
well-earned, but also said the 
team can take away some posi-
tives from their close loss, 9-8, 
to the Taft School on April 6. 

“We knew we had to move 
forward from the Taft loss by 
continuing to compete with teams 
that might be better than us…but 
ultimately start winning those kinds 

of close games,” said Lantieri. 
Fortunately, Lantieri’s 

hopes for the team seemed to 
be achieved in a fantastic and 
surprising victory over a previ-
ously undefeated Greens Farms 
team, 9-7, on Saturday, April 18. 

“The stats for numbers 
of assists, how spread out the 
goals are, it all demonstrated the 
unselfish play we are working 
on,” said Kennelly. Allerton, 
“And with the win against Greens 
Farms, a team I have never beaten 
since being on the team, we can 
gain confidence moving forward.” 

McGowan agreed. “We 
exemplified against Greens Farms 
how maintaining the posses-
sion of the ball can dictate how 
the game ends up,” she said.

Moving forward from their 
victory against Greens Farms, 
known to be one of the best teams in 
the league, the team looks forward 
to the rest of the season with high 
hopes of being as successful 
as they already have been.

Aga ins t  such  fo rmi -
dable opponents, the youthful 
squad will need to remain 
focused, and united, in order to 
achieve their specific goal of 
maintaining a winning record.

Girls lacrosse nets dominating, 
impressive start to season 
by Ryan Albanesi ’17

Senior forward Sophia Harrison drives to goal. Photo courtesy of Sophia 
Harrison ’15. 

Assassins  
stirs concern

California emcee, director, 
actor and producer Tyler Okonma, 
better known by his stage name 
Tyler the Creator, released his 
fourth project “Cherry Bomb,” just 
over a week ago. While this project 
signifies much musical growth, 
the sound he deliberately tried to 
achieve may not please his fans

Despite Tyler growing 
further and further from the deeply 
conceptual horror core he launched 
himself into the public eye with, this 
project seems to cut it off entirely. 

Tyler has stated numerous 
times he is a Pharrell superfan, 
and clearly drew influences from 
him all throughout this project.

The Title Track “DEATH-
CAMP,” draws obvious compari-
sons to N.E.R.D’s “Lapdance.” 
From this point onwards, Cherry 
Bomb is basically a 13 track play-
list of soul and jazz mixed with 

aggressive, loud, in your face 
raps on shuffle. This formula 
continues with tracks such as 
“Buffalo,” “Brown Stains,” (with 
ScHoolBoy Q) and “Run” on 
the more aggressive side, while 
tracks like “2Seater,” “Find Your 
Wings,” “F*****g Young,” and 
“Okaga, CA” represent the lighter, 
more musically driven tracks.

However, there is one track 
on this album that hits the sweet 
spot of both genres. “Smuckers” 
kicks off with a piano melody very 
reminiscent of Tyler’s earlier work, 
while a whispered almost-hook 
floats almost unnoticeably by.

Synth- l ike horns  and 
live percussion snap in to rota-
tion as Tyler’s verse begins.
His “Money, money, money, 
money, money ain’t the motive, 
what’s your name again? nobody 
knows it,” is very reminiscent of 
“Rusty,” the posse cut off Tyler’s 
previous studio album “WOLF.” 

Tyler makes sure to remind 
the listener he hasn’t lost his 
ability to no nonsense spit on, 
despite all of the Deathgrips-
style rock rap, and the Stevie 
Wonder-influenced soul tracks.

Tyler ’s energy on this 
song, despite not being his most 
aggressive, shines through the 
brightest in light of his vocals 
being mixed much louder than on 
other harder to understand songs 
such as the title track and “Run.” 

The epic and energizing 
instrumentation compeiments 

by Nic Bisgaard ’16

Tyler ‘creating’ new tracks, controversy

“Tyler makes 
sure to remind the 
listener he hasn’t 
lost his ability to 
no nonsense spit.”

- Nic Bisgaard

Tyler’s flow perfectly. Each 
word just where it should be, 
when the beat builds he gets 
more aggressive, while the 
lulls in energy are paralleled.

All of the musicality in this 
piece in no way detracts from 
Tyler’s rapping ability, deliv-
ering some of his best lines on 
this album in this first verse, in 
a very similar style of “Rusty.”

Just  when one would 

think this track couldn’t get any 
better, none other than Kanye 
West, for the first time in a 
long time lets out an unaltered, 
un-autotuned singing bridge.

Even before beginning his 
verse Kanye’s wordplay begins, 
saying “Nike gave a lot if n****s 
checks but I’m the only n***a 
to ever check Nike.” The beat 
stops, we wait, that a ringing 
sound drags the listener back into 
Kanye’s, Late Registration-esque 
verse. He and Tyler both tackle a 
huge range of topics in the clever, 

introspective way one would have 
grown to expect from Mr. West. 

The piano melody then resur-
faces, an unknown voice counts 
down to the next verse, and Tyler, 
alongside a slower, more soulful 
instrumental, begins to course out. 
Near the very end of Tyler’s gruff 
four bar verse, the flick of a lighter 
signifies a similarly influential 
artist is about to begin his verse. 
With little to no warning Lil Wayne 
makes an appearance on the.

Similarly to Kanye, Tyler 
brought out the Carter IV era 
Wayne to trade verses with 
on this second instrumental. 

Wayne is in no shortage of 
punchlines, and, being the versatile 
emcee he is, has no problem finding 
a pocket in this relaxed beat. Tyler 
and Wayne pass the beat back and 
fourth, laying down short, but 
none the less impressive verses. 

Tyler, being the producer of 
this track, continues to match the 
energy of the beat, while Wayne 
hops in and out to let out a few bars. 

Although this album won’t 
please many long time fans it 
certainly shows Tyler’s versa-
tility and growth as an artist.

His ability to produce so 
many different types of beat, 
with such different vibes, while 
still retaining grit an an emcee 
is impressive, and this track 
in particular embodies that.

Tyler Okonma. Photo courtesy of 
Google Images.
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Propelled by their strong, 
reliable, varsity veterans, and their 
excited, fast new members, the boys 
and girls track and field team is off 
to a strong start after the first two 
successful meets of their season. 

On Saturday, April 11, 
the team traveled to Worcester 
Academy for their first meet, where 
both teams took second place. 
Already showing improvement at 
their second meet, both teams took 
home a victory on Wednesday, 
April 15 after beating both talented 
Canterbury and Watkinson teams.  

With a team consisting of 
many new comers and under-
classmen, coaches are working 
hard to find the right place and 
training for all of their athletes on 
the track. “We are trying to teach 
people new events while also 
emphasizing strong technique to 
prevent injuries, which is always 
difficult,” Head Coach Alex Kraus 
said. In practice, the team not only 
focuses on the physical aspect of 
the sport, but the mental toughness 
involved in running as well. “We 
are working towards getting into 
competition shape by strength-
ening our bodies and minds with 
tough training,” said Captain 
sprinter Emily Kirton, “You really 

Boys and girls track and field 
team hits the ground running
by Kathryn Adams ’16

KO varsity golf stays out of the rough 
by Austin Lemkuil ’16

don’t realize how important the 
mental aspect of the sport is.” 

Another important aspect 
of practice is constant endurance 
training, and coaching the new 
members of the team on how to 
compete in different events. Simi-
larly, the new runners and throwers 
are constantly trying new events 
at practice to expand their hori-
zons on the team. “No one can 
do something right off the bat, 
people learn and get their footing 
quickly,” Coach Kraus said. 

Despite their first meet 

against the American School for 
the Deaf being canceled, the team 
started their season off strong 
at their first meet at Worcester 
Academy on Saturday, April 11. 

“For the girls side at 
Worcester, freshman Emma 
Oullette has shown awesome speed 
in the 400-meter race,” senior Dan 
Melody said.  “Chloe Ezzo also had 
a great 3000, which pretty much 
determined the meet for the girls.” 

Additionally, sophomore 
sprinter Samantha March has had 
consistently strong performances, 

along with Kirton in both the 
hurdles and sprinting. Senior Jenna 
Frankel has also stepped up with 
tremendous improvement in her 
throws during the past few weeks.  

“The team has had some 
really great overall performances, 
especially the young freshmen 
who are competing so well,” said 
junior Koby Quansah, “I’d also 
like to mention Kayla Gleumad 
who had excellent races and times 
in only her second meet ever. 

Stepping it up on the boys 
side is junior Mick Hains, who has 

had outstanding runs in the distance 
races, winning both his events at 
Worchester, the 1500 and the 800. 
Quansah has also been leading the 
team with his outstanding jumps, 
coming in second place in the 
multi-team meet, and there have 
been some strong performances 
from senior Melody, senior Nick 
Bridges and freshman Ryan Goss. 

“Ryan Goss has really 
stepped it up, not only as a part 
of the 4x100 team, but also a 
key member of our 4x400 team,” 
said Hains, “He also finished 
with a notable time of sub-60 
seconds and backed it up again 
with a p.r. this past Wednesday.”

D e s p i t e  t h e  s i g n i f i -
cant age gaps between team 
members, everyone has noticed 
a strong sense of friendship and 
mutual support. “The best part 
of track is hearing everyone 
cheer for our runners, jumpers 
and throwers during meets,” 
Senior Luisa Letz said, “There’s 
a great sense of camaraderie!” 

Kirton also said how much 
she is looking forward to seeing 
the team’s growth throughout the 
season. “Our team can accom-
plish so much with all the hard 
work we put in everyday and it 
will pay off for us, ending in a 
very rewarding season,” she said.

The varsity golf team has 
opened up their season with 
success as they are 4-3 with 
some crucial victories. The team 
recently traveled to Tunxis Plan-
tation, where they played against 
Avon Old Farms and  Canterbury. 
The Wyverns came out victorious 
with a total score of 196, breaking 
200 for the first time this season. 

the team played home at Tunxis 
Plantation Country Club against  
Gunnery and Loomis Chaffee. 

Loomis took the victory, 
however, the team had a good 
day coming in second with a 
score of 202, beating Gunnery. 

Beckerman shot a strong 37, 
senior Evan Sliker shot a 39, and 
Swanson shot a 38. It was an overall 

strong way to begin their season. 
Head Coach Scott Dunbar 

said that the team is trying to play 
consistent at each hole and not let 
one hole bring down the score. 

“ In  gene ra l ,  we  a re 
looking to avoid ‘big scores.’ 
We want to eliminate disas-
trous hole scores that hurt the 
final tally,” said Coach Dunbar.

On Wednesday, April 15th, 
the team travelled to Bulls Bridge 
Golf Club to play against West-
minster, Loomis Chaffee and 
Kent. The Wyverns came in third 
and beat Kent with a score of 211. 

“The course was hard 
and it was windy out, which 
made the round difficult for all 
of us.” said Swanson. “We beat 
the home team, Kent, though.” 

Sliker and senior J’Ron 
Barrett led the team with a 39 and 
a 42 respectively. This season has 
been a tougher year, as the team 
is playing without Pat Hallisey 
and John Stepensky due to gradu-
ation. The former No. 1 and No. 
2 players’absence has not lowered 
the spirits of the team, but rather has 
encouraged more golfers to step up.

“We could always count on 
Pat to either have the lowest or 
tie for the lowest score really, and 
now we don’t have that compo-
nent to the team.” said Beckerman. 
“Everyone on the team has the 
potential to go really low, which 
is great. If everyone played their 
game we would be tough to beat.”

Wi t h  n e w  a d d i t i o n s 
Swanson and eighth-grader 
Tommy Dallahan, there is more 
hope to compete with tougher 
schools than the team had earlier 
in the season. The Wyverns also 
hope to sharpen up some of their 
skillls as the season progresses. 

KO girls 2015 track and field team. Photo by Meg Kasprak.

One of those aspects that the 
team is working on is consis-
tency, said senior Tristan Morin. 

“For me, I’d like to improve 
my consistency as this season 
goes on.” said Morin. “We 
have done a good job so far this 
year, but we can win a lot more 
matches if we work on some 
things to be more consistent.”

Unfortunately, since there 
was a lot of late snow this year, 
the team was not able to start 
golfing until later in the season. 
“Our weakness would be that 
we haven’t played a ton yet 
because of the snow.” said Beck-
erman. “We are still working 
out the rust in our games.” 

Coach Dunbar agreed, 
saying, “The team understands 
the need for patience and are 
not surprised by obstacles that 
appear. For example, they have 
not complained about the weather 
this spring or our late start.”

After a late start, followed 
by some strong outings to begin 
the season, the Wyverns are 
hungry for success. The team 
said that their goal is to win 
Founders and defend their New 
England’s title: a tall order, but 
a goal still worth striving for.

 The varsity golf team 
played yesterday against Taft and 
Kent at Watertown Golf Club.

Junior Jared DeFlippo ‘16 readies for a putt. Photo by Hope Nemirow ’ 16.

“We just have to 
play our game 
and the wins will 
keep coming.”
- Jack Beckerman 

“Our goal now is to break that 
score, and then the next one.” said 
senior captain Jack Beckerman. 
“We just have to play our game 
and the wins will keep coming.”

Junior Carter Swanson 
agreed and said that the team 
has a lot of potential to be 
great. “We are all good golfers. 
There’s not one player that pulls 
the team down and we all can 
shoot very low.” said Swanson. 

To open up their season, 
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Players of the

Moment:
Seniors Cam Dias and Chris 

Giottonini 

Senior captain catcher Cam 
Dias has loved the game of soft-
ball ever since she stepped on the 
field ten years ago. Now, as she 
finishes up her high school career, 
she is looking to lead her team 
to yet another successful season.  

“My parents were really big 
into us playing every sport we could 
as kids. I didn’t choose to play it 
they signed me up and I just went,” 
said Dias. But something about the 
sport soon sparked an interest in 
Dias, and she continued to play. 
She started playing travel softball 
for her town when she was just 10 
years old and continued until her 
freshman year, when she came 
to play for Kingswood Oxford. 

Now comfortable on the field 
as a catcher, Dias has not always 
played this position. “I pitched 
for all the years I played travel 
until I tore ligaments in both my 
ankles so I could no longer pitch.” 
When freshman year came around 
and Dias’ outside team needed a 
catcher, she found it similar to 
playing goalie in soccer (which 
she also played) and attempted 
this new position, falling in love 
with it. “As a catcher I love being 
in control and seeing everything,” 
said Dias. “The adrenaline rush 
of getting someone out on base 
is the best feeling in the world.”

Co-captain junior Nicole 
Demers says that, “Cam is a great 
player and instrumental part of 
the team. As a catcher she is the 
backbone of our defense, she 
has a great arm that scares teams 

away from running on us and at 
the plate she is our cleanup, who 
often comes up clutch for us.”

Coming into freshman year, 
Dias was the youngest player on 
the team, and started at catcher. 
“It was terrifying,” she said. Since 
then, Dias has been the starting 
catcher for all four years of her 
high school career, and her confi-
dence level has risen tremendously 
as she has developed from a timid 
freshman into a confident captain. 
“I didn’t really find my place 
until sophomore year, when we 
hit our stride as a team, because 
we ended up in the champion-
ship game.” Last year was the 
break out year for the team, as 
they returned to the championship 
game and won, bolstered by an 
excellent performance from Dias.

The difference in Dias as 
the youngest player on the team 
to captain as a senior has been her 
maturity and confidence. “Cam 
has came a long way since sopho-
more year since I first coached 
her,” said Coach Danielle Hoff. 
“Her confidence has come along 
way and shows through her 
actions on the field. Her maturity, 
knowledge of the game, and her 
ability to help the younger players 
on the team has been evident 
in these past couple seasons.”

Now, with the even more 
important role on the team as a 
role model, Dias has stepped up, 
which has changed her outlook 
on the sport. “Being more in a 
leadership role it changes my 
perspective on how we practice 
and how we play,” said Dias. She 

Senior varsity baseball 
catcher Christopher Giottonini 
began his Kingswood Oxford 
baseball career as a junior, playing 
third base. Since his start, Giot-
tonini has become a critical and 
important player, contributing to 
the Varsity baseball team’s success.       

Giottonini has enjoyed 
his new position as catcher so 
far this season. “I love being a 
catcher. I really enjoy the posi-
tion and how it allows me to play 
the game in a new way, ” he said.  

Assistant varsity baseball 
coach Ryan Radmanovich has 
been pleased with Giottonini’s 
performances this season. “He has 
started off the season well and has 
been a very important player to the 
team,” Coach Radmanovich said. 

Head Varsity Baseball 
Coach Steve Cannata believes 
that Chris has helped strengthen 
the team and stood out in the 
four games they have played so 
far this season. “He hit a home 
run in our first three games and 

continues to play well,” he said.   
Coach Cannata and Coach 

Radmanovich agree that Giotto-
nini has played very well at his 
new position as catcher, since 
switching from third base last 
year. “He has been very good as 
a catcher this season, especially 
for having played third base all of 
last season,” said Coach Radma-
novich. Coach Cannata has 
applauded Giottonini’s batting 
performances in all of their games 
this season. “He has been working 
hard in practice and has provided 
a major role to the team,” he said. 

his determination to win. “Chris 
has been a key player to the team 
this season and works hard to help 
win games,” said Nesbit. “He 
always continues to play his best 
and is determined to win, even 
when we are losing by five or six 
runs.” According to Nesbit, Giotto-
nini also motivates the team during 
games and acknowledges the hard 
work of his teammates. Junior 
infielder Ryan Nesbit also praised 
Giottonini’s efforts as a leader. “If 
you do something well, he will 
be the first to tell you,” he said.    

Although the squad has 
begun their season with only one 
win in four games, Giottonini 
believes the team is full of poten-
tial and contains many players 
that will help them to win games 
throughout the season. “The team 
this year has a lot of talent and 
we really work hard. Although 
we haven’t performed our best 
in some of our games due to 
the nature of a baseball game to 
have any outcome, no matter the 
talent of the team,” he said. “The 
talented young players on this 
team and our improvement since 
the beginning of the season will 
allow us to be very successful in 
the rest of our games this season.”

Giottonini has been a key 
player for the Varsity baseball team 
at Kingswood Oxford and will 
carry his wide variety of talents 
Trinity College to play for their 
division-three baseball team next 
year. “I am very excited to play for 
Trinity and hope to gain the skills 
and talent during this year’s season 
for next year,” Giottonini said.

Cam Dias

Chris 
Giottonini

is also the only senior on the team, 
putting even more weight on her 
shoulders to set a good example 
and constantly give 100 percent. 

Dias has been playing on 
a college showcase team the 
past two years in order to be 
recruited and has committed 
to play for Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute in New York. 
“I couldn’t ever really imagine 
not playing softball,” she said.

by Kelly Maloney ’16
and Nick Ravalese ’17

“Chris has been a 
key player to the 
team this season 
and works hard to 
help win games.”                   

-TJ Nesbit

Both coaches agree that 
Giottonini is motivated to become 
a better player and always works 
hard in practice or when training. “I 
always see him hitting in the batting 
cage and practicing his swing. He 
continues to constantly practice his 
batting and has improved since last 
year,” said Coach Radmanovich.  

 Giottonini’s teammates 
have also praised his contribution 
to the team and great performances 
in games. Senior Captain TJ Nesbit 
has applauded Giottonini’s recent 
performances in games as well as 

Softball set to defend Class B title
by Ben Putterman ’17

Varsity softball has started off 
their long campaign the way they 
left off as Western New England 
Class B Champions in 2014.

With a 2-1 record so far in 
the season, the team has excelled 

both offensively and defensively 
and has competed well in all of 
their games in the 2015 season.

The team started the season 
with a rematch of last year’s cham-
pionship game, and yet again 
defeated Wilbraham and Monson 
Academy with a score of 6-3. “They 

came out strong but we played well 
all around and won the game,” said 
junior Co-captain Nicole Demers.

Although the Wyverns 
struggled in their second game 
of the season in a 10-7 loss 
to Ethel Walker School they 
came back strongly against 
Choate this previous Wednesday 
in  a  dominant  14-0  win .

Senior Co-captain Cameron 
Dias and Demers have taken 
important leadership roles early in 
the season. “Their experience has 
been invaluable. Their dedication, 
excitement, and love of the game 
have helped the rest of the team,” 
said Head Coach Danielle Hoff. 

Not only does Coach Hoff 
think that each of the captains 
play important roles in the team’s 
success, but the other players on the 
team  do too. “Cam Dias is a good 
leader and with our new coaching 
situation she takes the leadership 
we are lacking this year,” said 

sophomore pitcher Isabella Pratt. 
Pratt has been very impres-

sive so far in the season, with 
multiple strong performances. 
“Issie has stepped it up and she 
has been very impressive on the 
mound with her poise and her 
confidence,” said Coach Hoff.

Not only has Pratt been 
impressive on the mound, but she 
has also been a leader offensively 
for the team, including hitting her 
first home run of the season against 
Wilbraham and Monson Academy.

Along with experienced 
and advanced players, Varsity 
softball has several new players 
to the team. Specifically, both 
freshman third-baseman Skylar 
Barron and sophomore first-
baseman Kelly Carucci have been 
important additions to the team. 

Dias described how new 
players have helped influence the 
outcome of each game. “Kelly 
Carucci has stepped up to play first 

base for us. She has really had to 
step up in these past two games”

T h e  t e a m  p l a n s  o n 
defending their Western New 
England Class B title and expects 
nothing less than that. In order to 
complete this task, the girls have 
been working hard in practice, 
mostly focusing on the basics of 
the game: hitting and fielding.

With a very young and inex-
perienced team, the coaches have 
been working on the fundamen-
tals each and every practice in 
order to guarantee strong hitting 
and fielding come game time.

As the team prepares 
for the rest of their season, 
they hope to continue their 
success in full stride into the 
New England Championships. 

The next games include  
Kent School on Sat., April 25 and 
Taft School Monday, April 27. The 
team aims to rise to the challenge 
and  come out on top both games. 

Junior co-Captain Nicole Demers batting in home game. Photo by Susan 
Mahler.

Boys baseball catcher Christopher Giottonini. Photo 
by Lexi Banasiewicz ’16.

Softball catcher Cam Dias. Photo by Lexi 
Banasiewicz ’16.
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Girls tennis serves up start 
of another successful season
by Jack Beckerman ’15

The dynasty that is King-
swood Oxford girls varsity tennis 
is right back to where it left off 
at the end of last season. The 
defending class B New England 
Champions have breezed to a 
3-0 record, and were victorious 
in their two opening scrimmages.

The same team that swept 
all three tournaments at the end 
of last year is back and better than 
ever this year. “I would say we are 
a good 15 percent better this year,” 
said Head Coach Ron Garcia. 

Senior Captain and seven- 
year player Melissa Lord fear-
lessly leads the team in the 
No. 1 spot, and remains unde-
feated in her high school career. 

Juniors Morgan Risinger 
and Allie Perron switch off 
between the No. 2 and No. 3 posi-
tions, Junior Olivia Shea remains 
strong at the No. 4 position, and 
sophomores Nicole Galik and 
Faith Pease compete in the No. 
5 and No. 6 spots respectively. 

“We didn’t lose anyone 
to graduation,” said Lord, “and 
everyone has improved from 
last year. Everyone played hard 
over the summer and got better.”

The last three games KO has 
played were against Choate Rose-
mary Hall, Pomfret School and 
Kent School; all three were domi-
nating wins. The girls started off 
the season without Lord in either 
of their first two matches, but that 
didn’t stop them from racking up 
a 7-2 victory against Kent and 
a 8-1 victory against Pomfret. 

Against Kent, Risinger 
stepped up into the No. 1 posi-
tion and won her match. Against 
Pomfret Perron played as the 
one in an eight-game (pro 
set) match, but she lost in a 
10-point tiebreaker for the ages.

The girls played in a friendly 
match last Saturday against the 
undefeated and defending class A 

New England Champions Milton 
Academy but lost in a close match.

“The game really isn’t on 
the schedule, but I wanted to see 
how we matched up the class A 
champions” said Coach Garcia. 
“I wanted to see who was the 
better team, and apparently… it 
is them.” In a different scoring 
style where every set won was a 
point, Lord won her match and 

do so. We are really good at making 
sure to work hard whenever we are 
on the court, but also making sure 
we are enjoying ourselves too.” 

The girls definitely know 
how to win too, which was 
apparent in the two matches that 
took place in Lord’s absence. 
Everyone had to play up, and 
sophomore Cassie T-Pederson 
was called up to varsity for the two 
matches, and the girls won both. 
The girls also are undefeated in 
the Founders League in doubles.

The goal of both Coach 
Garcia and the rest of the team is 
to “win out,” which would mean 
defending the three tournaments 
they won last year: the Ve Villaf-
ranca Tournament, the Founders 
League Championship, and the 
New England Championship. 

To do so, the girls must 
knock off their rival Hotchkiss 
three times: in a regular season 
match, in Founders, and again 
in New Englands. In the last 
eight Founder’s League Cham-
pionships both KO and Hotch-
kiss have won four times each.

It’s safe to say that the team 
is as strong as ever this year, and 
will settle for nothing less than 
perfection to close their season.

Junior Olivia Shea sets up a strong serve. Photo by Jenna Scarpantonio ’16.

Baseball strives for more success 
by Gabe Wolman ’16

The boys varsity baseball 
team is off to a rough start due to 
poor defense with a 1-4 record.

On Saturday, April 18, the 
team competed against the Trin-
ity-Pawling School and lost due 
to many costly errors. “Against 
Trinity Pawling we had three 
or four errors that came back to 
hurt us,” senior Captain pitcher 
and outfielder TJ Nesbit said. 
“When we give teams extra outs, 
it does not work in our favor. 
This often puts us in a hole that 
we have to fight to come back 
from for the rest of the game.”

On Wednesday, April 15, 
Avon Old Farms School came out 
on top against the Wyverns 10-3 
despite a solid pitching perfor-
mance by T. Nesbit. “TJ pitched 
and he pitched well we just didn’t 
make very many plays behind him,” 
said junior infielder Ryan Nesbit.

Not only was fielding a 
weakness, but so was hitting. “We 
made multiple errors in the field, 
and we weren’t able to get the 
bats going until very late in the 
game. AOF has always caused 
trouble for us as they have shut 
us out in the previous two years 
that I have been on the team,” said 
junior infielder Andrew Lemkuil.

The day before the AOF 
game was the team’s biggest and 
only win of the season. On Tuesday, 
April 14, the Wyverns won a tight 
game 5-3 against Choate Rose-

mary Hall. “It was a best game of 
the season. Everyone contributed 
with strong offensive and defen-
sive showings,” said T. Nesbit.

The most notable perfor-
mance was by junior starting 
pitcher Holden White. “Holden 
came out and pitched really well 
and we came out swinging and 
jumped on them early which 
was huge,” said R. Nesbit.

Although the team is 1-4, 
it has many great strengths. “Our 
biggest strength is our hitting. 
There are no gaps or weak spots 
down the lineup and we can put 
up some pretty big numbers when 
everyone is on,” said T. Nesbit.

Another great strength other 

than hitting is experience. “We’re 
a pretty experienced team and 
everyone on the team has played a 
great deal of baseball both with KO 
and outside teams. It’s also the first 
time in my KO baseball career that 
a majority of upperclassman are 
starters,” said Andrew Lemkuil.

With a 1-4 record, the 
team  also has weaknesses. “Our 
defense has been our Achilles 
heel so far,” said T. Nesbit. “In 
the AOF game we made two or 
three errors in the first inning 
alone, never mind the rest of the 
game. We must have had at least 
six errors in the game in total.”

Another issue with the team 
is the team’s attitude on the field. 

“We had a successful year last 
as we went 10-5,” said Andrew 
Lemkuil, “I think that this year 
our biggest weakness has been 
that we have carried over that 
success from last season into 
this season and we have become 
a bit too cocky. We tend to joke 
around a lot before the game to 
loosen up but there’s a point where 
we need to lock in and focus on 
playing competitive baseball.”

nowhere to establish himself as 
one of the best hitters on the team.”

The most improved player 
from last year has been junior 
pitcher Austin Lemkuil. “Austin 
has come into two clutch situ-
ations and done a great job in 
both,” said T. Nesbit, “He didn’t 
play much last season but this 
year he has done what was needed 
when he is put into the game.”

The team was under the 
radar last year and many Founders 
teams expected to beat KO easily. 
The team was on a mission to 
to prove that they were able to 
put up a fight against the power-
house Founder’s League teams. 

“This year our will to win 
has died down a bit because we 
are expecting to win games,” 
said Andrew Lemkuil, “Our 
mentality has shifted from 
playing our hearts out to compete 
in Founders, to playing as though 
we have already won the game 
before warm-ups. We have a lot 
of talented and experienced base-
ball players this year and I believe 
that we will start to make winning 
a habit in our upcoming games.”

Both senior catcher Chris 
Giottonini and White lead 
the team with two homeruns.

Although the team is off 
to a rough start, T. Nesbit is 
hopeful. “When we are playing 
at our best we are probably 
better than last years team.”

 The team played Suff-
ield Academy last Monday. Junior Holden White takes the mound. Photo by Jenna Scarpantonio ’16.

Our strength is 
competing. We 
all want to win 
and so we remain 
focused and deter-
mined to do so. 

-Melissa Lord

earned two points while Risinger 
split sets, earning one point.

The biggest strength of the 
team is their desire to win said 
Lord: “Our strength is competing. 
We all want to win and so we 
remain focused and determined to 

There are no gaps 
or weak spots 
down the lineup 
and we can put 
up some pretty 
big numbers when 
everyone is on

-T.J. Nesbit

One of the best players 
on the team is White, but there 
are many other skilled players. 
“Holden and his pitching have 
been huge this year,” said R. 
Nesbit, “He’s up to 90 mph, and 
Chris Gio has been on a tear offen-
sively, since he already has two 
home runs. TJ has been a great 
leader for us this year as captain 
and sophomore Drew Nemirow 
as emerged seemingly out of 
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A lack of communica-
tion and help defense has put 
the boys varsity lacrosse in 
a rough position to begin the 
season sitting at a 0-5 record.

In a recent tilt against Rye 
Country Day School the boys 
lost 18-8. The Wyverns got off 
to a slow start, falling into a big 
deficit early on. In the second half, 
the team started moving the ball 
well and creating chances on the 
offensive side, but the hole was 
ultimately too big too climb out of.

J u n i o r  T r i - c a p t a i n 
attacker Brendan Lantieri said 
the team could learn from the 
loss. “We ended up losing, but 
it showed everything we need 
to work on, and everything 
that we’re doing well,” he said

The boys battled Cheshire 
Academy this past Saturday in one 
of their best games up to this point 
in the season. They fell behind 
6-0 early, but battled back to bring 
the game within 2. However, the 
boys couldn’t complete the come-
back and ended up losing 10-5. 

Boys lacrosse struggles early in 
season, searching for first victory

Junior defender Nye 
Deskus said that the game 
against Cheshire showcased 
the team’s improvements since 
their last game. “We got better 
in a lot of aspects of our game, 
especially clearing the ball, but 
we just need to find a way to put 
the ball in the net more,” he said. 

Lantieri and senior tri-

captain Justin Saint have led 
the team this year. Lantieri said 
that Saint has been a huge factor 
at the face off, giving the team 
many opportunities to score. 

Senior Tri-captain goalie 
Andrew Watson gave Lantieri 
the credit for leading the offense. 
“He has been the catalyst for 
the offense this year,” he said. 

While the team has not 
been very successful so far, their 
perseverance has been inspiring, 
giving the team hope for turning 
the season around.  Watson said 
that no matter what the score, 
the team keeps playing hard.

“In the game against Rye, 
even though we were down by 
seven goals, we kept fighting and 

by Ryan Nesbit ’16

Boys tennis rides KITT victory 
to beginning of successful season

Boys varsity tennis came 
out of the gates fast, showing 
their talent by coming in first 
in the 43rd annual Kingswood 
Oxford Invitational Tennis Tour-
nament and starting the season 
at an impressive 4-1 record. 

KO finished with 29 points 
in the KITT, beating out the runner 
up, Hotchkiss, by  a sizeable 
margin of seven points. The other 
five teams which participated in 
the KITT were Hopkins, Deerfield 
Academy, Lawrenceville, Choate 
Rosemary Hall and Westminster. 

Sophomore No. 1 seed 
Matt Lord played exceptionally 
well in the tournament, winning 
his final singles match 6-3, 6-2. 

For the second year running, 
Lord won his number one draw, 
seemingly without a struggle. 

by Will Gitlin ’17 J u n i o r  c a p t a i n ,  t w o 
seed, Jacob Appleton won 
i n  a  s im i l a r  domina t i ng 
manner, beating his opponent 
6-0, 6-4 in his singles draw. 

“Everybody played to the 
best of our ability during the tour-
nament,” said Jacob Appleton. “We 
knew the matches we needed to win 
in order to take the overall win.”

Sophomore, three seed, Ryan 
Albanesi finished in third place 
in the No. 3 singles draw, while 
sophomore No. 4 seed Brian Gould 
contributed to the team by coming 
in fourth place in his draw.  This 
tournament victory is the Wyvern’s 
second in the last three years.  

Unfortunately, that strong 
win in the KITT did not carry 
over to the team’s first official 
dual match of the season against 
Deerfield Academy, which resulted 
in a loss, 5-1.  The absence of  
Lord during the match bumped 
everyone up a spot in the ladder, 
making their matches marginally 
more difficult to win.  

Despite the team facing 
tough competition, Jacob Appleton 
stepped up to the No. 1 seed and 
took the hard fought victory. 

“Jacob rose to the occa-
sion and played very well in the 
number one spot,” said Head 
Coach Andy Krugman. “He 
showed himself as a great leader 
to the team as everyone was also 
bumped up a spot in the ladder.” 

After losing the season 
opener, the Wyverns bounced 

back, smashing Gunnery with a 
score of 7-0. KO swept both the 
singles and doubles matches for 
the first time in a regular season 
match since the 2012-2013 season. 

However, the loss to Deer-
field seemed to remain in the 
teams memory. “Our team is 
very young this year,” said Alba-
nesi, “But, with our experience, 
we know what it is going to 
takes to start winning these close 
matches, like Deerfield” he said. 

This varsity experience 
starts with the top three players, 
Matt Lord, Jacob Appleton, and 
Austin Briggs, who have all 
been on varsity for four years. 

battling back,” he said. “It’s been 
the same story so far and hope-
fully we can turn it into wins.”

The team has struggled 
with communication and off-ball 
movement, which has limited them 
offensively. Lantieri said that the 
team is often caught watching the 
ball instead of trying to get open. 
“If we move without the ball 
and communicate, it will make 
us all better and give us more 
success in future games,” he said. 

In practice, the team has not 
always been completely focused, 
which has translated into some 
of the games, Watson said. Lant-
ieri agreed, saying that the focus 
definitely needs to improve in 
order for the team to start winning. 

“It’s not bad to have 
some fun, but we need to 
make sure we come to prac-
tice ready to work on what we 
need to work on,” Lantieri said. 

The team will take on King 
and Low-Heywood Thomas 
School on Saturday, April 25. “If 
we do what we’ve been working 
on, we should come out of the 
week with a win,” Deskus said. 

Senior tri-captain Justin Saint takes a draw against Millbrook School on Wed. April 1. Photo by 
Brittany Schwartz ’16.

Even further down the 
lineup, freshman Will Appleton 
and Albanesi have a combined 
total of seven years of varsity 
experience. After their success 
against Gunnery, KO carried their 
growing confidence into the next 
match, winning 5-2 against a 
powerful Loomis Chaffee team.

After defeating a tough 
Kent team, the team rose to the 
tremendous challenge of a talented 
Choate squad next. With wins 
from the first three seeded single 
matches and Gould at 6 singles, 
KO edged out a victory against 
Choate for the first time in 20 years.  

Coach Krugman said that 

if his team continues to  play 
up to its potential, they’ll fare 
well in upcoming matches. 

Sophomore Brian Gould approaches the net against Loomis on Tues. April 14. Photo by Ryan 
Albanesi ’17.

With our experi-
ence, we know 
what it is going 
to takes to start 
winning these 
close matches.  
    - Ryan Albanesi

Nothing was 
going to make us 
veer away from 
playing to the best 
of our ability and 
working together 
to pull of that win.

- Matt Lord


