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Seniors choose Feder as speaker
Members of the senior class 

have voted to choose creative arts 
and math teacher Joshua Feder 
as the speaker for their gradua-
tion ceremony on Friday, May 
27. Mr. Feder will be leaving 
KO at the end of the school 
year to pursue other interests. 

In recent years history 
teacher Rob Kyff and Form Four 
Dean William Gilyard have left 
students with words that gave them 
a solid foundation for the next 
chapter of their lives. Mr. Feder was 
chosen to follow in their footsteps.

The speaker is chosen by 
a series of votes from the senior 

class. The intention of this elec-
tion is to ensure that the class as a 
whole connects with the speaker. 

Mr. Feder said that he is 
honored to have been chosen 
for this position and hopes that 
everything will go smoothly. 
He said his goal in the speech 
will be to empower the gradu-
ating class and stress the impor-
tance of personal responsibility. 

Mr. Feder said he has 
already written his speech. He 
said that it was fairly easy to 
write because it is the type of 
writing he associates with theater, 
one of the areas of his expertise. 

A l though  M r.  Fede r 
said he doesn’t want to give 

away the main idea that he will 
convey, he did say that he will 
be sure to highlight points that 
inspire the graduating class on 
their last day as KO students. 

Senior Josh Pugliese said 
that he is looking forward to 
having Mr. Feder as the speaker. 

“I’ve been waiting seven 
years for this graduation speech and 
I’m excited to see how Mr. Feder 
will approach his speech,” he said. 

Last year Mr. Gilyard told 
his background story and described 
events from his life to inspire 
graduating seniors. He made sure 
to tell the seniors that they can do 
anything they aspire to and that their 
main goal should be to be happy.

Mr. Feder said he would 
like to take that same approach 
and tell his background and 
the hardships he has endured 
to inspire the seniors to perse-
vere through their endeavors. 

“I hope I convey my 
ideas in a meaningful way 
so that seniors can take away 
life lessons,” said Mr. Feder. 

Senior Morgan Risinger said 
that she is excited to hear what Mr. 
Feder’s speech. “I think it will be 
interesting to see what he says about 
our class as a whole,” she said.

Overall, Mr. Feder said his 
main goal is to empower students 
to take responsibility and pride 
for what they love and believe in.

by Eliza Charette ’18

Creative arts and math teacher  
Joshua Feder will deliver the gradu-
ation speech to seniors on May 27. 
Photo by EB Taylor Photography.

Faculty studies the effects of coeducation
by Grace Amell ‘17

Each year, the KO faculty 
focuses on one or two different 
topics. This year, their main topic 
has been the value of educating both 
genders together (coeducation).

Associate Head of School 
Natalie Demers said that through 
research both in KO and from 
outside sources, the school has 
been trying to make conclusions 
about the meaning of coeducation.

Mrs. Demers said that the 
teachers started off by looking 
at schools that are not coed and 
current gender stereotypes. “You 
look at a single-sex school, and 
they speak so eloquently about why 
that education is better than coed,” 
said Mrs. Demers. “Society talks 
about how girls don’t do math or 
science. We wanted to see how this 
manifests itself at KO,” she said.

Mrs. Demers said that the 
faculty were careful not to be 
too general about the terms and 
definitions they used. “An impor-
tant thing to note was that gender 
is on a continuum,” said Mrs. 
Demers. “Every class is different. 
The awareness of stereotypes is 
important, and groups like Orange 
is the New Gray are elevating 
the conversation,” she said.

To collect data, the faculty 
completed a survey over the 
course of a few weeks that noted 
the role of gender in activi-
ties like class participation, 
putting answers on the board, 
and asking questions in class.

The results attained as a 
whole were not surprising, said 
Mrs. Demers. “Some of the 
assumptions that we had before 
the survey were confirmed,” 
she said. “These were general-
izations, but they opened our 
eyes to the dynamics between 
boys and girls at KO in and out 
of the classroom,” she said.

Mrs. Demers said that,  
overall, boys take advantage of 

the opportunity to physically 
move around in class more than 
girls do, while girls are more 
likely to initiate extra help. She 
added that, despite recommen-
dations, boys do not tend to take 
advanced language or English 
classes. Girls want to make sure 
that they have the answer correct 
before they share it with the class.

Teachers also conducted 
extensive reading about gender in 
education to diversify their findings.

The faculty ran into a few 
problems with the survey and 
additional outside research, said 
Mrs. Demers. “It can be a bit 
of a contentious subject,” she 
said. “People don’t like to label 

boys and girls, so sometimes, 
in reading research people get 
uncomfortable classifying them.”

Mrs. Demers said that 
that none of the result attained 
were negative. “There was 
some confirmation of things that 
we expected,” she said, “but 
nothing was bad. We now have 
a better understanding about the 
range in which people learn.”

As a supplement to the 
reading and survey, junior Rose 
Esselstyn gave a presentation to 
the faculty about what it means 
to be a girl at a coed school. 

Mrs. Demers said that 
she was impressed with the 
presentation. “It was very, 

very powerful ,”  she said.
What will be done with the 

information? Mrs. Demers said 
that they hope to create a descrip-
tion or definition about what it 
means to be a coed school. “We 
want to define in what ways KO 
is successful and intentional in 
being a coed school,” she said.

In addition, Mrs. Demers 
said that she hopes to incorpo-
rate students into the discussion 
before the end of the school year.

She said that the next 
step is to look at who holds the 
power in the classroom. “We 
will go over some more data and 
make decisions about what we 
should do next,” she said. “We 
want to know how we can create 
the right environment, which 
would be a place that learning 
isn’t affected at all by gender. 
The first step is understanding 
the experience better,” she said.

Mrs. Demers said that 
the key to the project will be 
to fully understand every-
thing about the experience. 

“Part of being better is 
having a deeper understanding 
of each person’s experience,” she 
said. “Part of it is an awareness, 
and then we need to ask what we 
can do to start to affect the change.”

Senate 
shuts down 

court nominee 
Page 4

Identity Project 
‘identifies’ 

with students 

Page 8

Hidden 
secrets under 
KO’s surface

Page 13

Gender 
distribution 

of AP courses
Page 15

Boys tennis 
wins second  
straight KITT

Page 20

Dr. Briggs’ coeducational Advanced Placement French class during a class discussion. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.
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KO ponders gender-(new)tral dress code 
by Grace Amell ’17

For the past several months, 
KO  administrators and teachers 
have been considering the provi-
sions of new student dress 
code to be implemented at the 
beginning of next school year.

One option being consid-
e red  es tab l i shes  c lo th ing 
guidel ines  tha t  would  be 
similar for both girls and boys. 

Assistant Head of School 
for Student Life Carolyn McKee 
said that the possibility of a new 
dress code was first discussed 
in September. “At the begin-
ning of the year the form deans 
and I began conversations 
about the dress code,” she said.

Ms. McKee noted that the 
main purpose of the change was 
to make the dress code more equi-
table for all groups on campus. “At 
[Head of School Dennis]Bisgaard’s 
charge we looked at ways to make 
the dress code simpler,” she said. 
“We wanted to get away from the 
dress code that was specific to 
boys and girls,” said Ms. McKee.

Ms. McKee said that 
there has been a lot of interest 
at KO and at other schools in 
creating a gender-neutral dress 
code. She said this is meant to 
increase equality and elimi-
nate the stigma associated with 

shaming girls based on dress code.
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  f a c u l t y 

members said that they are 
hoping that the new dress 
code will be easier to enforce.

Ms. McKee said that she 
worked with the form deans 
all throughout the fall to build 
a proposal, which will then be 
presented to the full faculty at KO. 
She noted that the teachers had 
some suggestions. “We went back 
one time to amend it,” she said. 
“[We] then presented it again before 
spring break,” said Ms. McKee.

Form Four Dean Kata 
Baker said that during the orig-
inal discussions with the form 
deans, they had some main goals 
that they wanted to focus on, 
including simplicity and equality. 
“I’m hopeful that we can develop, 
with the help of the student body, 
a dress code that is simpler and 
more equitable,” said Mrs. Baker. 

The next step was to meet 
with students. Throughout the last 
two weeks, student focus groups 
have been held so students can 
share their input and give feedback.  

Junior Connor O’Loughlin 
attended the first focus group. 
“The new dress code isn’t perfect 
yet, and it never will be for 
everyone,” he said. “It seems 
as though the goal is to be more 
simple and fair, both of which 
are good things,” said Connor.

T h e  i n f o  s e s s i o n s 
were popular, with 12 to 20 
students attending each one. 

Ms. McKee said that 
the proposal received mixed 
reviews. “There have been boys 
who have shown up and thought 

the ideas were fine,” she said. 
“There have also been girls who 
have come back to a second 
session because they have more 
concerns,” said Ms. McKee.

Ms. McKee said that the 
focus groups have been successful. 
“Some of the feedback has been 
very helpful,” she said. “We take 
all the feedback that is given, 
because it is mostly really great, but 
we want to be careful that it isn’t 
used as a weapon against change.”

After the sessions the form 
deans will have another conver-
sation and make final tweaks 
to the proposed dress code. 

After that, Ms. McKee said 
that she is hoping to hold a trial run 
during which students will come 
to school in the new dress code. 
“We want to see what people look 
like, what problems we are not 
thinking about, what it will feel 
like, things like that,” she said. 

The trial run will likely 
be held in the last week of April 
or first week of May, she said.

Ms. McKee added that 
as of right now, nothing in rela-
tion to the proposal is final. 

“It is very possible that the 
dress code won’t change,” she 
said. “There has been consensus 
that it should change in some 
way, but is [this proposal] the 
final dress code? I have no idea.”Students and faculty collaborate during a focus group for the new dress code proposal. Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18.

Trump denounces corporate departures at rally

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump speaks at the Hartford Convention Center. Photo by Adam Ovian ’18.

by Adam Ovian ’18

On Friday,  Apri l  15, 
Republican presidential candi-
date Donald Trump visited the 
Connecticut Convention Center for 
a campaign rally to gain support 
for the upcoming Connecticut 
primary on Tuesday, April 26. 

The event opened with a 
veteran from Massachusetts, Jim 
Campbell, who led the national 
anthem, talked briefly to the 
crowd, and introduced Mr. Trump.  

In his speech, Mr. Trump 
avoided attacks on other candi-
dates and instead focused 
on issues that have specifi-
cally impacted Connecticut 
voters, especially job security. 

He mentioned the departure 
of  General Electric, but did not refer 
to recent news reports that Aetna 
and United Technologies may also 
be considering leaving the state. 

Mr. Trump characterized 
himself as the only front-runner 
capable of defending the jobs 
of hardworking citizens. “We 
lost General Electric. How do 
you lose General Electric?” he 
asked. “The economy of the 
state of Connecticut has expe-
rienced absolute devastation 
having to do with manufacturing.”

Mr. Trump used this topic as 
a stepping stone for his larger issue: 
foreign jobs. “If I’m elected presi-
dent, we’re bringing our compa-
nies back, and we’re bringing 
our jobs back, ” said Mr. Trump. 

Sophomore and Trump 
supporter Christian Vitti, who 
attended the event, said that he 

agreed with Mr. Trump’s ideas. 
“He made some great points 
about how, in Connecticut and in 
upstate New York, there are all of 
these closed and closing facto-
ries due to jobs moving overseas 
or to Mexico,” Christian said.

Junior Alec Rossi did not 
attend the rally but said he disagreed 
with a lot of Mr. Trump’s ideas.  
“While the American people are 
attracted to Trump’s candidness, 
a lot of his ideas are naive,” said  
Alec. “When interviewed about 
domestic and international policy, 
Mr. Trump is often unaware of key 
American precedents,” he said.

Mr. Trump is hoping to 
win voters over by encouraging 
businesses to stay in the United 
States while also increasing 
job growth, both of which 
are among his main policies. 

Mr. Trump went on to talk 

about a $505 billion trade deficit 
with China, and significant deficits 
with “almost every other country 
[America does] business with.”

Mr.  Trump used  the 
trade deficit and the loss of 
jobs and companies over-
seas as a way to justify  his 

plan to build a wall between 
the United States and Mexico. 

With resounding cheers 
from the crowd, Mr. Trump 
said that a wall was the only 
way to prevent Mexicans from 
coming into the country ille-
gally and taking American jobs.

Mr. Trump has spoken 
negatively about Muslims and 
Mexicans in the past. However, 
at this event, Mr. Trump did 
no t  make  any  comments 
about either ethnic group. 

B o t h  a r d e n t  Tr u m p 
supporters and furious protesters 
attended the rally. While no 
arrests were reported, the group 
of protesters outside swelled to 
hundreds before the event started.

During the event, there 
were continual outbursts between 
protesters and Trump supporters. 

Police spending for secu-

“If I’m elected 
president, we’re 
bringing our 
companies 
back, and we’re 
bringing our jobs 
back.”

– Donald Trump

Protester holds sign against Donald 
Trump’s political platform at rally in 
Hartford. Photo by Adam Ovian ’18.
rity at the event was estimated 
to be an extra $50,000. The 
purpose of the spending was 
to minimize violence through 
a heightened police presence. 

Mr. Trump also discussed his  
dedication to the future of veterans. 

Mr. Campbell, a veteran 
himself, touched upon this issue 
when he opened the rally by 
asking the crowd questions related 
to military service and family. 

At this point in the primary 
and caucus process, Mr. Trump has 
attracted many more voters and 
delegates than his counterparts, 
but he has not yet secured enough 
delegates to gain the nomination 
on the first ballot at the convention. 

Though Mr. Trump has been 
winning over previously hard-to-
get demographics and drawing in 
thousands of first-time voters, two 
other Republicans are challenging 
him. With Ted Cruz’s recent win 
in Wyoming and John Kasich’s 
victory in Ohio, time is ticking for 
these two Republican candidates. 
The nominee will be chosen at the 
National Convention in early July.

Republican front-runner visits Hartford
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Hannah Bash

Balance. When you google 
this word, you get 930 million 
results. From images of tight 
ropers skillfully maneuvering 
across a canyon to a pile of rocks 
precariously balancing on a ledge, 
we are all searching for our own 
“equal distributions of weight” 
in our own “correct proportions.”

As the world becomes 
increasingly global and the college 
admissions process becomes 
more and more selective, our 
lives are getting out of balance. 
Our scales are out of whack, 
weighed down by the stresses of 
school, extracurricular commit-
ments, and societal expectations. 

Familial obligations take 
a back seat to the AP Chemistry 
test we have on Tuesday and the 
150 pages of reading we had due 
a day ago. Despite these respon-
sibilites, everyone has the ability 
to create balance in their lives. 

From being able to take a 
moment to breathe to spending 
an afternoon doing nothing, we 
underestimate the importance of 

pausing. The high expectations 
of our community have taught 
us that doing nothing is wrong.

It is easy to believe that 
an afternoon spent enjoying the 
beauty of nature and catching up 
with family is counterproduc-
tive. While continual stagnancy 
is indeed dangerous, affording 
yourself time to refresh is the 
most productive thing you can do.

When  p lann ing  your 
schedule for next year it is vital to 
consider the importance of balance. 

While your transcript should 
have the appropriate rigor, it is 
important to consider your mental 
health. It is easy to rationalize that 
taking one more AP or honors 
course may set you apart or put 
you ahead of the competition. 

The innudation of home-
work and assesments can cause 
burnout. Students lose moti-
vation and become focused 
on individual grades rather 
than  lea rn ing  ob jec t ives .

However, through sacri-
ficing the ability to take a 

moment to pause, do some-
thing we enjoy, or spend time 
with our family, we forget to 
cherish what makes life special. 

Take an elective because you 
enjoy the subject matter. Branch out 
and delve  into a subject you have 
never explored. Through being 
open to learning and being engaged  
in  the subject matter, we can grow 
as students, leaders, and people.

A class should be taken 
to learn. A desire for self-edifi-
cation and genuine interest in 
the subject matter triumphs over 
taking a class for some perceived 
notion of gaining an advantage.

Students are on a race 
to nowhere,  motivated by 
tangible goals and running 
from intel lectual  burnout .

While the terms “appropriate 
rigor” and “challenging yourself” 
are frequently thrown around at 
KO and during college admissions 
information sessions, it is impor-
tant to maintain balance and learn 
for the sake of learning and not 
just to gain admission to college.

The importance of an  
(AP)propriate balance 

Juggling extra sports games
Every student at KO is 

familiar with the routine of 
juggling sports and academics. 
However, this year it seems 
that reaching the balance is 
more and more challenging.  

Instead of the traditional 
Wednesday and Saturday game 
schedule, spring sports now 
have a lot of extra games. These 
additional games are played on 
Monday, Thursdays, and Fridays.  

Part of the reason games 
are on Wednesdays is because 
of early dismissals and late start 
Thursdays. Due to homework and 
extracurricular restraints, having 
games on other days of the week 
is extremely difficult for students.  

For example, if there is an 

away game on a Monday, students 
will most likely have to leave their 
last class early. This is problematic 
for everyone. Not only does this 
disrupt the class  enviornment-
when students have to leave, but 
it also requires the students to find 
another time to meet with their 
teachers and make up the work.

This is not fair to students 
or the teachers. Games should 
not interfere with classes. The 
athlet ic  department  del ib-
eratly schedules  games on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays to 
prevent classroom interuptions.

One way students can try 
and make these disruptions easier 
is by careful planning. Everyone 
should look at their game sched-

ules in advance and map out any 
unusual game times. Students can 
now avoid the unfortunate situation 
of having a game Tuesday night 
and an AP History test Wednesday.

Furthermore, preparing for 
tests ahead of time will enable 
you to actually relax a little 
after a game on a school night. 

It is vital that students 
take time to compress. Having a 
moment to reflect on the school 
day, a game, or a conversation 
with a  friend allows us all to 
remain sane in an enviroment 
that discourages downtown.

So, in the midst of the 
busiest time of the year, the KO 
News staff encourages everyone 
to plan ahead and stay healthy! 

It’s that time of year again: 
spring break is over, exams are 
right around the corner, and 
teachers are understandably frantic 
to finish their curriculums before 
the long-awaited summer vacation 
arrives. Papers are assigned, tests 
are given out, and for freshmen, 
sophomores, juniors and seniors 
alike, the workload is insane.

I’ve been here before. 
Trust me, I know from experi-
ence how difficult this month 
can be, and every year, the act 
gets harder and harder to pull off.

 However, if there is one 
thing I’ve learned from the all the 
trials and tribulations of surviving 
the end of a school year, it’s that 
now, focusing on the things you 
care about is more important than 
ever. Whether it’s sports or art, 
food or sleep, Hulu or Netflix, 
latching on to something you love 
is the only way to get through these 
last few weeks with some sanity 
left for the summer. That’s why I 
am in full support of extracurric-
ular activities. That’s also why I’m 
scared that they might be in decline.

For anyone who hadn’t 
heard my name before seeing it on 
this page, you can probably find it 
on the sign-up sheet of literally any 
club KO offers. Forensic Union, 
Model U.N., Oxfordians, GSA 
– though some might call me an 
“infrequent flier” to many of these 
groups, I love getting a feel for all 
of the different cultures we have 
here, even if it’s just attending a 
meeting once every couple of 
months. Flying infrequently is 
better than not flying at all, right?

However, in the midst of all 
of the AP-prep commotion, I’ve 
noticed that attendance and interest 
in these clubs has been declining. 
Every year, I see fewer and fewer 
freshmen signing up to partici-
pate, and every spring, I see more 
and more members drop out to 
clear their schedules for studying. 

On top of that, so many of 
the biggest groups at school – 

Forensic Union, GSA, and OITNG 
included – are losing their faculty 
advisors next year. In 2013, the 
former Forensic Union Coach 
Kathy Lynch retired from her posi-
tion at the school, and the club’s 
membership dropped enormously 
as a result. Will these groups be 
able to survive another loss in 
2016? Will any of these groups?

Last week I participated 
in the GSA’s Day of Silence, an 
initiative designed to raise aware-
ness of how LGBTQIA kids have 
been silenced into hiding their true 
selves. Throughout the course of 
the day, I wore a sign around my 
neck explaining why I couldn’t 
talk, but there were definitely 
fewer participants than last year, 
and I felt like there was less of an 
understanding about the reason 
behind the exercise. I was just 
another quiet kid with a note card.

You don’t have to be a 
member of the GSA to help raise 
awareness, and you definitely 
don’t have to be gay to come to 
a meeting; the only requirement 
is that you’re curious and want 
to learn something new, experi-
ence something different. That’s 
why I went freshman year, it’s 
why I keep going to this day, and 
it’s why I hope that more students 
will take advantage of its exis-
tence. The same goes for count-
less other groups around campus.

 Diving headfirst into way 
too many clubs at once is what 
first got me excited to be a part of 
the KO Upper School community; 
it’s how I made most of my friends 
as a freshman, and it makes me so 
sad to see that this spirit is at what 
seems to be an all-time low. So, 
moving forward through the rest 
of April and into the very over-
whelming month of May, I urge 
everyone and anyone to put them-
selves out there and participate. 

I know that the work seems 
endless, but I promise that making 
the time to do something you 
truly enjoy will be well-worth 
it to the KO community, and to 
your mental health, in the end.

by Noah Stanton ’17

Student’s guide 
to KO clubbing
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Senate shirks its responsibilities
by Benjamin Waldman ’16

Just last year, late Supreme 
Court Justice Antonin Scalia 
warned about the dangers of 
“creat[ing]” rights “the Consti-
tution and its Amendments 
neglect to mention.” Obergefell 
v. Hodges (2015) (dissenting 
opinion, at 2). As a devout textu-
alist, Mr. Scalia believed that 
the meaning of the Constitution 
can be found purely within its 
margins. In other words, analysis 
as to the Constitution’s imperatives 
begins and ends with its words.  

Mr. Scalia, therefore, would 
surely be incredulous at the reac-
tion from Senate Republicans 
following his death in February. 
Most have banded together—or, 
perhaps, been forced into submis-
sion by Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell and company—
to declare that any Supreme 
Court nominee duly submitted to 
the Senate by President Barack 
Obama will categorically not 
receive hearings or a vote until 
the election. No ifs, ands, or buts.

This historically unprec-
edented pronouncement runs 
headfirst into the Constitution’s 
command that the President 
“shall nominate, and by and with 
the Advice and Consent of the 
Senate, shall appoint…Judges 
of the supreme Court.” Art. II, 
§2. So, the questions become: 
why are the Senate Republi-
cans doing this? Why now?

That’s easy, they respond. 
It has to do with…timing! “The 
American people should have a 
voice in the selection of their next 
Supreme Court Justice. Therefore, 
this vacancy should not be filled 
until we have a new president,” 
Mr. McConnell said an hour after 
Mr. Scalia’s death was reported. 
He and his cohorts have stuck 
by that line, even Mr. Obama 
recently nominated Merrick 
Garland, a moderate Court of 
Appeals judge widely admired by 
both Democrats and Republicans. 

Their reasoning, as far as 
I can tell, goes something like 
this: the Constitution gives the 
president the responsibility to 
nominate a Supreme Court justice 
and gives the Senate the responsi-
bility to “advise and consent” to 
that nominee. Except, of course, 
in election years, and when 
the replacement might change 
the ideological breakdown of 
the Court for years to come. 

There’s only one problem 
with that. Like Mr. Scalia, we’ll 
start and end with the text of the 
Constitution. Senate Republi-
cans, in Mr. Scalia’s words, have 
“discovered in the [Constitution] 
a [caveat to “advice and consent”] 
overlooked by every person alive at 
the time of ratification, and almost 
everyone else in the time since.” 
Obergefell, (dissenting opinion, at 
7). The president “shall nominate” 
as long as he or she is President, 
which is a “Term of four Years.” 

U.S. Const., art. II, §1. The Consti-
tution says no more and no less.

Mr.  Obama has done 
his job by nominating a judge 
whose nomination would sail 
through any other Senate in any 
other political climate. Sena-
tors now need to do theirs.

But, apparently, Senate 
Republicans would much rather 
make the Supreme Court the third 
front of partisan politics. That will, 
I believe, have real consequences 
for the integrity of the Court, on 
its perceived impartiality, and 
on the Republican Party. The 
American people, 66 percent 
of whom believe Mr. Garland 
deserves a hearing and a vote, 
may well repudiate the GOP’s 
obstructionism at the polls come 
November. (This is on top of the 
other ways by which the Repub-
lican Party is alienating voters; for 
more on that, see Donald Trump.)

We know how Congress is 
handling—or not—the vacancy. 
But how is the Supreme Court 
itself handling having only eight 
justices rather than nine? The 
short answer is “fine—for now.” 

The longer answer is: 
“fine—but not for much longer.” 
With an eight-person court, 
divided between four “liberal” 
justices, three “conservative” 
justices, and one “swing” justice 
(who usually votes conservatively 
anyway), there is the possibility 
of a four-four tie in each case the 
Court hears. Such an outcome 

would create no national prec-
edent, and would run contrary to 
the Supreme Court’s clarifying 
function of “say[ing] what the 
law is.” Marbury v. Madison, 
1 Cranch 137, 177 (1803). 

In the two months since 
Mr. Scalia’s death, the Court 
has not fallen into chaos. If 
anything, the justices seem to 
be making a concerted effort to 
find middle ground, perhaps by 
deciding cases on narrow grounds.

But in two cases as of this 
writing, and in who-knows-how-
many in the upcoming weeks and 
months, a four-four decision has 
been unavoidable. The first, an 
esoteric banking decision about 
spousal guarantors, is hardly worth 
mentioning, except that I wanted 
to write “spousal guarantors.” 
The other, Friedrichs v. California 
Teachers Association, was widely 
expected to result in a conservative 
slam-dunk, with the Court over-

ruling a 40-year-old precedent that 
allows unions to charge nonmem-
bers to cover the cost of collec-
tive bargaining on their behalves. 

The Court seems to recog-
nize that it’s in uncharted waters. 
For example, take Zubik v. Burwell, 
which asks whether the govern-
ment’s accommodation to reli-
gious organizations that object to 
providing contraceptives to female 
employees (as mandated by the 
Affordable Care Act) is respectful 
enough of religious liberty. After 
oral argument, the Court asked the 
parties for additional briefing on a 
sort of compromise that seemed 
designed by swing vote Anthony 
Kennedy. The Court has never 
done anything like that before.

For the highest court in the 
land to do its job effectively, it 
must have all of its members. In 
so many important cases yet to be 
decided this term—on affirma-
tive action, abortion, racial bias 
in jury selection, immigration—
core constitutional principles 
and some of Americans’ most 
fundamental rights are at stake. 

Although I disagreed with 
Mr. Scalia on a wide range of 
issues, I loved the passionate and 
engaging manner in which he 
expressed them. He wrote espe-
cially often on the proper place 
of the Court in American govern-
ment. Leaving the Supreme 
Court in flux for nakedly political 
reasons is an affront to Mr. Scalia’s 
life’s work and to his memory.

Advice Column
Question: How do I get over 

my body image issues?
by Chastity Rodriguez

Body image isn’t created 
in a vacuum. What informs 
it? Many factors, but for this 
column’s purposes I am going to 
focus on one that affects us all. 

It’s Big Media, and 
it’s everywhere. No longer 
confined to television, ads now 
play at gas stations, movie 
theaters, and where most of 
us get our information these 
days: online. Because most 
of us are passive consumers 
of this content, it insidiously 
shapes our self-image.  Getting 
over those image issues 
requires us to move from being 
passive to active consumers.   

This means you are called 
upon to analyze your media and 
look closely at the content you 
are consuming on a day-to-day 
basis. Ask yourself: Do I feel 
better or worse after viewing 
it? Is your energy level (aka 
your vibe) higher or lower 
after viewing it? Based on your 
answers, curate and cultivate 
your online culture! Unfollow 
or unsubscribe from anything 

that makes you feel worse about 
your body and actively seek out 
sites that make you feel good.  
And for that content you simply 
can’t cultivate away, chal-
lenge yourself to play The Meta 

 My best advice 
here, dear One, 
is to debunk it 
with Science and 
disturb it with 
Love. 
Message game while consuming!  
How do I  play,  you ask? 

You and a friend are 
watching hulu when a commercial 
for a Schick razor comes on. On the 
surface, this commercial is selling 
you a razor but look at the women 
in the ad: They are all the same 
color and body type and in bikinis. 

So what’s the meta message 
here? If you are fed this constantly 
you will believe this is the shape 
you have to be to wear this swim-
wear AND that you have to be 

groomed a certain way to wear it.
But what about the 

damage that has already been 
done? My best advice here, dear 
One, is to debunk it with Science 
and disturb it with Love. Check 
with your doctor or medical 
websites for actual factual 
healthy weight/height ratios. 

Beg in  to  in te r rup t 
the programmed, critical 
self-talker in your head and 
replace it with a more loving 
one repeating a consciously 
selected mantra like: “Those 
aren’t my thoughts” or “My 
body is healthy and strong.” 
You will know best what you 
most need to hear to heal. Say 
that to yourself. I promise you 
will get comfortable doing it. 

And if all of this has 
sparked more questions, I 
am happy to meet one on one 
or with you and a group of 
friends in the cozy confiden-
tial confines of the school 
counseling office, located in 
the garden level of Roberts.

Afterschool 
(in)activities
by David Marottolo ’18

For those who frequent 
the Forensic Union scene, the 
following scenario will be very 
familiar. There are 13 to 14 people, 
in Tomasso, and of those few 
debaters, only 10 to 11 will actu-
ally end up debating. This paints 
quite a grim picture, doesn’t it? 

Unfortunately, this sort of 
situation is something that many 
groups on campus are experiencing, 
as clubs and extracurricular activi-
ties are seemingly running out of 
interested members. The numbers 
are dwindling as fewer and fewer 
people attend meetings or activities

For some, possibly, it’s quite 
simply out of growing disinterest. 
As the year plods along, this leads 
to many clubs being forced to resort 
to the same events each meeting 
in order to attract members. 

While this tactic may 
sometimes prove effective in 
the short-term, these “tried-
and true” methods can lead 
to a sense of repetition, even 
staleness in the long-term. 

Others, however, hypoth-
esize that some students are still 
getting over “winter doldrums,” 
as it were. As Mrs. Whalen, 
head of the Forensic Union, 

stated, “between winter break 
and spring break, I think most 
people are trying to exert the 
bare minimum so that they can 
make it through the winter.” 

She’s hopeful that atten-
dance will pick up in the spring, 
and intends to plan further 
Forensic Union events in the 
spring to “keep momentum going.” 

Still others claim that preoc-
cupying amounts of schoolwork 
keep them from becoming too 
heavily involved in extracur-
ricular activities. With roughly a 
month and a half of school left, and 
AP exams just around the corner, 
many students prefer to orga-
nize their time around studying. 

Whatever the reason(s), one 
can at least assume that none of 
these changes in attendance are 
permanent, and the number of 
people involved in extracurricular 
activities will increase again.

Ms. Rodriguez is the Upper 
School Counselor at KO.

Some students are 
still getting over 
‘winter doldrums,’ 
as it were.

The death of  Antonin Scalia opened 
up a spot on the U.S. Supreme Court.
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Two views on Kesha v. Dr. Luke
In favor of Kesha In favor of Dr. Luke
by Aparajita Kashyap ’18

The story of Kesha Rose 
Sebert (more commonly known 
as “Ke$ha” or “Kesha”) has 
been blowing up on the news 
ever since she filed a lawsuit 
against her producer, Luskaz “Dr. 
Luke” Gottwald. The lawsuit, 
filed in October 2014, is against 
both Dr. Luke and his company, 
Kemosabe  Ente r ta inment . 

The charges include sexual 
assault and battery, sexual harass-
ment, gender violence, civil harass-
ment, and intentional and negligent 
infliction of emotional distress. The 
original lawsuit—a copy of which 
is available online—claims that 
“Dr. Luke has sexually, physically, 
verbally, and emotionally abused 
Ms. Sebert to the point where 
Ms. Sebert nearly lost her life.” 

Signs that Kesha was 
being abused started in 2014, 
when she checked herself into 
a rehab facility in Illinois. She 
had bulimia nervosa, an eating 
disorder. She claimed that it had 
been caused by Dr. Luke, who 
habitually put her down and body-
shamed her; she claims that he 
repeatedly told her to lose weight 
and called her a “refrigerator.” 

Kesha gave two specific 
examples of sexual assault 
described in the case, the most 
recent being in 2008. She claims 
that after “forcing [her] to drink 
with him, Dr. Luke instructed Ms. 
Sebert to take what he described 
as ‘sober pills’.... [She then says 
that she] woke up the following 
afternoon, naked in Dr. Luke’s 
bed, sore and sick, with no 
memory of how she got there.” 
She says that later she found out 
that these “sober pills” were actu-
ally gamma-hydroxybutyrate 
(GHB), a common date-rape drug. 

There are a lot of people 
who are expressing their sympathy 
for Kesha and are trying to raise 
money for her, including famous 
artists like Adele and Taylor Swift. 
However, some people claim that 
Kesha was never raped, and that 
the lawsuit was Kesha’s attempt to 
extort Dr. Luke and/or get out of 
her contract because she disliked it. 

This demonstrates a huge 
problem with our society: We 
automatically assume when 
someone says that they are raped, 
they are lying. This is highly 
untrue: according to RAINN (the 
Rape, Abuse, and Incest National 
Network), only 2-8 percent of rape 
allegations are false, while an esti-
mated 54 percent of rapes are never 
reported and 97 percent of rapists 
never go to jail. Kesha couldn’t 
come forward for a long time 
because Dr. Luke was in a position 
of power over her. He repeatedly 
threatened her, saying that if she 
ever mentioned any of the abuse, 
“he would shut down her career… 
and not destroy only her life but 
her entire family’s lives as well.” 

At this point, Dr. Luke essen-
tially controlled her well-being, and 
she was in a large and unfamiliar 
city. This, coupled with threats 
about the wellbeing (both physical 
and otherwise) of her family, effec-
tively silenced her for a long time.

By not believing people who 
say that they have been raped, 
society makes it much harder for 
other victims to come forward. 
Yes, we must keep in mind that 
a person is innocent until proven 
guilty, but we can’t assume that 
the victim is “guilty” of lying until 
they are proven innocent. Recently, 
Kesha made an instagram post 
saying that Dr. Luke’s team had 
offered to drop her contract if she 
publicly apologized and said that 
she had been lying; she refused.

Furthermore, if she wanted 
to break her contract or make more 
money, she could have renegotiated 
her contract; (she was a platinum-
selling artist, and such renego-
tiations at this point are normal in 
the music industry). Alternatively, 
she could have sued him over 
something much more concrete. 

For example, Dr. Luke did 
not credit her (or compensate her) 
for her part in Flo Rida’s interna-
tional hit, “Right Round.” Such 
a lawsuit would have been much 
more likely to succeed than this one. 

On April 6, 2016, New 
York Judge Shirley Kornreich 
dismissed all of Kesha’s claims 
of abuse. She had to dismiss the 

specific instances of sexual abuse 
because their reported times (the 
most recent being in 2008) fall 
outside the statute of limitations. 

While I understand, on a 
legal basis, why this was done and 
I realize that the judge did not have 
much choice, I still think it should 
have been taken into consider-
ation how much power Dr. Luke 
had over her when he did sexually 
abuse her – it was well before she 
was famous, so she had no fanbase 
to support her – and the fact that 
he threatened her and her family.

I vehemently disagree with 
her decision that “claims of insults 
about her value as an artist, her 
looks, and her weight are insuf-
ficient to constitute extreme, 
outrageous conduct intolerable 
in civilized society”; (this is the 
definition for the infliction of 
emotional abuse). While yes, ordi-
narily, derogatory remarks are not 
“intolerable in civilized society,” 
we have to keep in mind that these 
remarks were so severe that she 
developed an eating disorder and 
had to check herself into rehab. 

Doctors at the rehab facility 
also said that Kesha’s blood pres-
sure and sodium levels were 
similar to that of patients who had 
just had a heart attack or stroke. 
They also found that Kesha 
suffered from severe depres-
sion, post-traumatic stress, social 
isolation, and panic attacks, all 
caused by “Dr. Luke and his unre-
lenting physical and emotional 
abuse.” They also concluded 
that her life would be in danger 
if she continued to work for him.

If you look at this case 
objectively, the verdict is unfor-
tunately not very surprising. This 
case was never about gaining 
justice for Kesha as a person, 
or about ensuring her well-
being after she was horrifically 
abused. It was about her contract 
and who any future money she 
made would go to. Yes, she may 
be legally obligated to finish 
her contract, but we should not 
ignore the fact that another, more 
important (but unwritten) contract 
was violated: the one that tells 
you to be a decent human being. 

The background of this 
case started about two years 
ago when a fan named Rebecca 
Pimmel published an online peti-
tion advocating for the release of 
Kesha from her recording contract 
with Dr. Luke because “Dr. Luke 
controll[ed] Kesha like a puppet, 
feeding her what she d[idn]’t 
want, and her creativity… [was] 
affected negatively” because of it. 

This is the issue at the core 
of the lawsuit today: contract 
manipulation – and the petition 
even specifies that. The peti-
tion reasons that because “Kesha 
[was] young and naive at the age 
of 18,” the age when she “signed… 
[the] contract,... she was unaware 
of the severe pop puppeteer 
act she was soon to play by.” 

While I certainly see how 
some would sympathize with 
Kesha for not having creative 
freedom, one must not forget that 
Kesha caused herself to become 
this so called “puppet” because 
she did not read the small print 
on her contract. And while it 
certainly can be argued that Dr. 
Luke was not forthcoming with 
what the contract stated, she is still 
bound to it because she signed it. 

I would argue that Dr. 
Luke was not controlling Kesha, 
but rather just doing his job, 
which was making sure Kesha 
produced successful music.

Then in October of 2014, 
she filed a suit against Dr. Luke 
for a seven different offen-
sives, the most serious being 
rape. In her formal complaint 
against Dr. Luke, she offers little 
specifics about Dr. Luke’s alleged 
sexual assault, such as the time, 
date, or setting of the event. 

Instead, she remained broad, 
using phrases like “on one occa-
sion” and “on another occasion.” 
This raises some questions about 
the authenticity of her claim.

What also raises questions 
about this suit is the focus on 
the wrongs Dr. Luke committed 
that had no involvement with 
Kesha. For example, the article 
goes into great detail about how 

by Jack Antico ’17 Dr. Luke treated his wife, which 
has no connection to Kesha.

“When Dr. Luke’s wife 
became pregnant, he demanded 
an abortion, and tried to black-
mail her into an abortion by not 
speaking to her for six months 
and threatening to leave her if 
she refused an abortion. Dr. Luke 
would go out to parties at night-
clubs and engage in explicit sexual 
activities with other females, 
including performing digital 
penetration on women in public.”

 This raises the question 
about what the suit is really about: 
pursuing justice, or defaming 
Dr. Luke to intimidate him into 
letting Kesha out of her contract. 
The latter option is the one that 
makes more sense for a number of 
reasons, the first being that Kesha 
has a recorded testimony that she 
never had any sexual relationships 
with Dr. Luke, and while it can 
be argued that she was pressured 

This raises the 
question about 
what the suit is 
really about: 
pursuing justice, 
or defaming Dr. 
Luke to intimidate 
him into letting 
Kesha out of her 
contract.
into to doing this, no evidence, 
or even possible motive has been 
presented for doing that. Also, the 
timing is very fishy, for she came 
out with this allegation right during 
the time of her contract renewal.  

The important thing to 
remember in personal cases like 
this, where people can become 
emotionally involved, is this: When 
someone is being accused of crime, 
if there is no evidence to support 
the accusation, then the defendant 
cannot be prosecuted. End of story.

Trans Day of (In)visibility
by Cassie T-Pederson ’17

What is TDOV?  According 
to the Trans Student Educational 
Resources, the Trans Day of 
Visibility, or TDOV is, “a day to 
show your support for the trans 
community. It aims to bring atten-
tion to the accomplishments of 
trans people around the globe 
while fighting cissexism and 
transphobia by spreading knowl-
edge of the trans community.” 

Cissexism is the set norms 
that privilege cisgender people 
(people whose gender agrees 
with the sex they were assigned 
at birth) and enforce the gender 

binary (the idea that there are only 
two distinct genders). From that 
definition my hope is  that most 
think, “Yeah, this is something 
I could get behind. When is it?” 

Well, it was at the end of 
March this year. As I went to KO 
that day, I remember just thinking 
it was a normal day, until checking 
my Tumblr and seeing various 
TDOV posts, such as selfies posted 
by trans users, often captioned 
with a story behind their transi-
tion and/or gender identity. It is 
really touching to read these stories 
and learn about the hardships and 
journeys they have been through. 
It saddens me that this year it 

did not receive much attention.  
“Well, no one told me about 

it; how was I supposed to know?” 
I’m not here to blame anyone for 
not knowing about the day. We all 
have so much going on in our lives 
that it is hard to keep straight what 
day of the week it is. I’m focusing 
more on why in general this is 
a day that seems to be ignored. 

The first issue may be that a 
majority of the student and teacher 
body at KO presents as cisgender. 
There are many factors for why 
that is; however, when discussing 
trans issues as they pertain to KO, 
when having conversations about 
trans issues from the news in class, 

it is important to keep that repre-
sentation in mind. Even when 
reading this article (and currently, 
as I am writing this article), it’s 
important to note that I am a 
cisgender woman, acting as an ally. 

A second issue is, how to 
reach out to the community, to 
those who normally don’t go to 
GSA or United Students. No one 
has a concrete answer, though 
many of us are using trial and 
error in different meetings and 
events to try and figure it out. 
Discussions can’t be forced; it is 
hard to create new ways to branch 
out to others not already in groups 
like United Students/GSA/OitNG. 

A past KO News article 
comes to mind, discussing the 
role of these groups on campus 
and how they can be inte-
grated more into the commu-
nity instead of being closed off. 

Maybe once we figure 
out the magic solution to this 
obstacle, we can work together 
on sharing different views and 
issues – such as bringing more 
awareness of trans issues to 
campus. Again, with a topic as 
convoluted as this, my one voice 
should not ring through by itself. 
I just hope that writing this article 
may generate small ripples of 
conversation among some readers.  
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Societal definition of toxic 
masculinity hurts community
by William Gilyard

On my way to work one chilly 
morning, I tuned into 97.9 FM, 
the ESPN radio network to listen 
to Mike and Mike in the morning. 

Mike Greenberg has a self-
deprecating personality, and on this 
particular day he was describing 
a scenario that made him cringe. 
His wife Stacey, who was fixing 
a broken table, had asked him to 
grab a Phillips-head screwdriver 
for her, and he had not known 
what that was or where to find it. 

What ensued were various 
barbs from his co- host essentially 
challenging his manhood, and 
Mike Greenberg wholeheartedly 
agreed that he felt less of a man. 

Immediately, I laughed 

about this fact and agreed 
with both of their sentiments. 
Then I took a step back and 
thought about this scenario 
from a different perspective. 

Mike Greenberg offered 
that his wife grew up in a home 
where the expectations for the kids 
were that they helped re build and 
fix items around the house that 
were broken, while Mr. Green-
berg grew up in a New York City 
apartment building, in which 
the landlord would either fix 
broken items or have them fixed. 

So this scenario makes 
sense, in terms of how they both 
grew up and yet Mike Green-
berg, his co -host, and I had 
all fallen victim to the default 
def ini t ion of  mascul ini ty. 

There is a buzzword that 
defines this type of thinking 
called “toxic masculinity.” It’s the 
idea that being a man is narrowly 

Toxic masculinity 
is the idea that the 
patriarchal system 
that we live in is 
not only harmful 
to women, but to 
men as well...
– William Gilyard

defined by specific descriptors (tall, 
strong, handy, in control, stoic, 
violent, dominant, heterosexual, 
etc.) and that to be outside of this 
box signifies weakness on a number 
of levels (a loss of manhood).  

Toxic masculinity is the 
idea that the patriarchal system 
that we live in is not only harmful 
to women, but to men as well 
because it constrains and restricts 
the parameters of manhood. 

In response to the adverse 
affects that this has on our society, 
we are called to actively combat the 
socially constructed and fetishized 
beliefs about what being a “man” is. 

I do not have all of the 
answers nor am I necessarily 
trying to change the minds of 
the boys and men on Kingswood 

Oxford’s campus (maybe I am 
a little), but it is imperative that 
we have conversations about 
toxic masculinity so that we can 
educate ourselves and break 
down any barriers that we have 
put up between all the different 
members of the community. 

We, as boys and men, can 
be introspective about who we are 
as fully formed people so that we 
can have a clear understanding 
of what the narrative is and how 
it can impact our relationships.

Then  we  can  def ine 
mascul in i ty  for  ourselves 
f r om a  p l ace  o f  power.

William Gilyard is the Form Four 
Deam and teaches math at the 
Upper School.

Tell em’ why you mad...
“Because AP’s are rapidly approaching.” – Tara Kilkenny

“Because I just bought a bunch of ties and I will not have 
to wear them next year.”  – Alec Rossi

“Because I still don’t understand left back-in parking, 
and I’ve given up hope.” – Noah Stanton 

“Because we have games at 4:30 on Wednesdays. The 
whole point is to leave school early.” – Hannah Bash

“Because I have multiple AP tests and teachers continue 
to assign homework when I need to study.”
 – Vivian Goldstein 

How I got my 
‘wisdom’ teeth
by Jack Barry ’17

The second semester of my 
junior spring is in full swing, and 
the seemingly insurmountable 
workload has turned my once 
joyful days into long nights filled 
with innumerable cups of coffee 
and stress. My situation has been 
made only worse by my loving life 
partner of six years. Yes, procras-
tination and I go way back, surely 
all the way back to my first home-
work assignment in the fifth grade. 

Ever since that fateful 
autumn night six years ago when 
I first uttered the words “I’ll get to 
it later,” procrastination and I have 
gone hand in hand. But fear not 
readers, for on this Sunday after-
noon (four hours past its due date) 
I have unwillingly rooted myself 
to the table in my dining room to 
simply get this article done. After 
all, look at me procrastinating 
while talking about procrastinating; 
if procrastination was a class I 
would surely be the professor. 

My article for this issue 
is far less controversial than my 
last two, so faculty fear not. In 
the past few weeks my eyes have 
been opened to a greater bildung-
sroman than that of Holden Caul-
field in “The Catcher in the Rye.” 

This past Thursday, I rolled 
into my dentist’s office (which will 
remain nameless for purposes of 
privacy) nearly 733 days removed 
from my last appointment. I was 
surprised to find the office in 
exactly the same shape I had left 
it the last time I had walked its 
somewhat overly cheery halls. 

But I realized as soon as I 
checked in at the front desk that this 
was not the same place I had left 
it over two years ago. After being 
asked a series of invasive questions 
about my personal life, I thought I 
was free to go to the waiting room. 

As I turned to step away, I 
was struck with one more question. 
“And how much do you weigh 
sir?” I turned to her and replied 
politely “about 180 pounds” (a 
simplistic answer which had 
always worked in the past) with 
which I was hit with “Now what 
is the exact weight?”  I quickly 
realized that this woman would not 
give up until I gave her an exact 
weight. After a series of exchanges 
the woman had ushered me to the 
single scale in the office to get the 
crucial details of my weight , which 
was apparently so relevant to the 
state of my teeth that she could not 
live another moment in ignorance. 

And from there? It only got 
worse. I was led into the work 
room which was abuzz with the 
the laughing of kids finished 
with their appointments, which 
clashed with the tears of those 
enduring dental procedures. 

The face of the little girl 
before me in line lit up with a 
smile as she was granted the 
pink toothbrush she requested. I 
stepped to the lady handing them 
out, and greeted her with a smile, 
yet, before I could utter the words 
“I’d like a blue toothbrush please” 
I was handed a toothbrush with a 
color eerily similar to that of mud. 

That’s when it hit me: This 
dentist’s office is the perfect 
example of the confusion and 
despair found in the gray area 
of years between childhood and 
manhood. We as teenagers are 
stuck in the proverbial abyss, in 
which we often desire the coddling 
granted to those younger than 
ourselves while still demanding 
to be treated as adults. The 
phenomenon continued as my 
hygienist neglected to ask me 
what flavor fluoride I would like 

Continued on page 16
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AOF boys (ad)venture to Tobati
by Alec Rossi ’17

Prefects to retain 
current advisors  
by Benjamin Small ’19

Under a new plan advo-
cated by this year’s Form Six 
advisors, juniors chosen as 
prefects for next year will retain 
their current advisors during their 
senior year, rather than being 
advised by a freshman advisor.

Under the current system, 
prefects  lose  their  junior 
advisor and become full-fledged 
members of their freshman 
advisee groups, assuming the 
freshman advisors as their own.

The main rationale behind 
this change is that it is very 
different to advise a freshman 
than it is to advise a senior, said 
Assistant Head of School for 
Student Life Carolyn McKee.

In the new system, prefects 
will attend each of their freshman 
advisee group meetings, but 
will also check in regularly with 
their old advisors. The prefect’s 
non-freshman advisor will be 
responsible for parent confer-
ences, monitoring academic 
performance and everything 
else that an advisor would do 
for a senior who is not a prefect.  

“Prefects, despite their 
many qualities, are still seniors 
in high school,” said Form Six 
Dean David Hild. “They need 
active advising to help them 

balance AP courses, the college 
application process and leader-
ship activities,” said Mr. Hild.

Students agreed, saying 
that having an active advisor 
is invaluable. “Even if we 
are seniors it’s nice to have 
someone to talk to for advice,” 
said junior Cassie T-Pederson. 

Juniors  who plan on 
applying for the position of 
prefect next year said they view 
the change as a very positive and 
beneficial one.  “[This change 
means] you don’t have to shift 
gears as much,” said junior Kayla 
Glemaud.  “Adjusting to how [a 
new advisor thinks] could guide 
you in a totally different direction.”

Other juniors agreed. “It’s 
hard [for a new advisor] to give 
advice if they don’t know the 
person,” said junior Jack Antico.  

Students said that they 
have formed bonds with their 
junior advisors.  “We have 
already established good relation-
ships with our junior advisors, 
and they are better at advising 
seniors than freshmen advisors 
are,” said junior Ryan Silvers.

Mr. Hild said that he holds 
the same opinion. “Freshman 
advisors are experts at advising 
freshmen,” he said.  “They know 
how to introduce the kids to the 
school and get them acclima-

tized. Seniors are different.”
Many freshman advisors 

are not as familiar with all of the 
important pieces of a senior’s life, 
said Ms. McKee. “Things like 
college aren’t on a freshman advi-
sor’s radar,” she said.  “There are 
things that come up in conferences 
that the freshman advisor might 
not know about,” said Ms. McKee.

Mr. Hild added that this 
change also maintains the unity 
of the senior class, which in years 
past has never been able to hold 
a form meeting that included both 
freshman prefects and senior advi-
sors in the Middle School. “We 
want to maintain the experience 
of being a senior [and] of being a 
member of the class,” said Mr. Hild.

Prefects will get the best 
of both worlds, said Form Five 
Dean Ronald Garcia. “They still 
go to the freshman group, but 
they just check in with their old 
advisor every now and then.”

This new system of prefect 
advising is the same system that has 
been instituted for senior advisors. 
Senior advisors attend their Upper 
Prep advisee groups but also main-
tain a strong connection with their 
original advisor. This system has 
proved to be extremely successful.  

“The Form Six advisors 
voted [on this change], and we 
were unanimous,” said Mr. Hild.

This year for the first time 
ever, sophomores will take the 
Practice Preliminary Scholastic 
Aptitude Test (PPSAT) and have 
the option to take the Practice Pre-
American College Test (PPACT) as 
well. The two tests are being offered 
to help each individual student 
find their preferred test format.

The PPSAT will be held on 
Thursday, April 21 from 8 a.m to 
approximately 11 a.m.. Students 
will miss both B period and H 
periods to take the PPSAT. The 
PSAT is used to prepare students 
who plan on taking the SAT and 
to select students for National 
Merit Scholarships. The PPACT 
is used to place students into 
certain educational prep programs.

The tests will be explained 
by the Summit Educational Group, 
the company who offers on-campus 
test prep to KO students, when 
they visit KO on Monday, May 23.

The importance of students 
taking both tests was stressed 
by Director of College Advising 
Zaira Santiago. “We strongly 
recommend that students do so in 
order to begin determining which 
test format they prefer,” she said.

Although it is highly recom-
mended by College Advising, 
taking both of the tests is not neces-

sarily a mandatory procedure.
 Ms. Santiago provided 

more insight into both of the 
tests. “Our hope is that, between 
these practice tests and College 
Board’s PSAT in October and a 
Practice ACT that we will offer 
in November, students will be 
able to decide which test is the 
better option for them,” she said, 
“and then gear their prep efforts 
for that test,” said Ms. Santiago

Students expressed split 
views on the importance of taking 
both of the tests. Sophomore Jenna 
Mick, who signed up for both tests, 
believes that taking the two tests 
is not that important. “The reason 
I’m taking the PPACT is for 
supplementary practice, yet I don’t 
believe it’s as important,” she said.

Sophomore Gabrielle Ruban 
also signed up for both tests. 
“Since most of us are going to 
be taking these standardized tests 
more than once, I think it’s good 
to do both, even if it’s just like 
studying prep,” she said. “I think 
it’s important to try out both so you 
can see which is a better fit for you 
and your strength,” said Gabrielle.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  M s . 
Santiago, colleges have no 
preference between either of 
the two tests. Students have 
the freedom of choice when it 
comes to picking a test to take.

by Tim Petit ’18

Sophs can take 
two new tests

KO students were joined by seven boys from Avon Old Farms during this year’s trip to Tobati. Photo by Jill Levine ’11. 

During this year’s March 
trip to Tobati Paraguay, KO 
students were joined by eight 
students and a faculty chaperone 
from Avon Old Farms School. 

Blake Forkey, a science 
teacher at  AOF and the faculty 
chaperone of the Avon Old Farms 
students, said he had first heard 
about the trip to Tobati from his 
wife. “My wife, Sarianne Lynn, 
was an ’08 graduate from King-
swood Oxford and attended the 
trip in 2007,” said Mr. Forkey.

Mr. Forkey said KO Spanish 
teacher Ronald Garcia, who 
heads the Tobati trip, was very 
open to having him volunteer. “I 
reached out to Mr. Garcia, and 
he was very kind in welcoming 
me to Team Tobati,” he said.

After his positive experi-
ence chaperoning the trip last 
year, Mr. Forkey said that he 
decided to attend this year’s 
service trip with a group of 
students from Avon Old Farms. 

During his trip to Tobati in 
2015, Mr. Forkey spoke to Mr. 
Garcia about the involving other 
students with the trip. “[Mr. Forkey 
and I] talked about bringing 
some AOF students [during last 
year’s trip], said Mr. Garcia.

While a group of Avon 
Old Farms students have never 
before been part of the trip to 
Tobat, Mr. Garcia said that he 

was open to allowing a small 
group of students to join the 
KO community in Paraguay.

Despite initial apprehen-
sion, KO students said they 
enjoyed getting to know the 
students from Avon Old Farms. 

Junior Matthew Rossi 
said the integration of the AOF 
students into the KO community 
exemplified our school’s core 
values. “The AOF students quickly 
adapted to the KO community. It 
was great to see how welcoming 
everyone was to the new students 

on the trip,” said Matthew.
Junior Jeffrey Baker, who 

also went to Paraguay this year, 
said he agreed with Matthew. 
“I think that the AOF students 
quickly found friends in Tobati, 
among both KO and Macchi 
School students,” said Jeffrey.

The Avon Old Farms 
students who were members of the 
trip said they enjoyed it. “The eight 
AOF students who attended had a 
wonderful experience. Even on 
the way back to the US they were 
already brainstorming for their trip 

next year. They greatly enjoyed the 
entire experience,” said Mr. Forkey.

In a speech made at the 
trip’s closing ceremony, Avon Old 
Farms Junior Xaiver Vega said 
that he had a great time on the trip. 
Xaiver said that the friendliness 
of the Paraguayans and of the KO 
students makes him want to return.

Other AOF students who 
attended the trip agreed with 
Xaiver. “[The students greatly 
enjoyed the t r ip]  because 
of how welcoming the KO 
students were,” said Mr. Forkey

Given the success of this 
year’s trip, Mr. Forkey said he 
plans on bringing more students 
from Avon Old Farms to Tobati. 
“Next year I will announce the 
trip again to the students, and 
I plan on bringing more AOF 
kids down,” said Mr. Forkey. 

Regarding the trip’s future, 
Mr. Garcia said that he is open to 
having more students from Avon 
Old Farms attend. “As long as 
Mr. Forkey goes and [the AOF 
students] have a faculty member 
to...oversee them, then they will 
keep going,” said Mr. Garcia.

Mr. Garcia said that in 
the future he is open to having 
students from other schools come 
to Tobati. Mr. Garcia said that 
if other schools were to  attend, 
the trip would still remained 
focused on  the KO community,

“I think that the 
AOF students 
quickly found 
friends in Tobati, 
among both 
KO and Macchi 
School students.”

– Jeffrey Baker
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Studio album stems from colloquy program

Wyverns identify with Goodman Banks artist

For the first time in decades, 
KO will be producing a studio 
album that features professionally-
produced and recorded perfor-
mances from both the Middle 
School and the Upper School. 
This upcoming album will be 
produced by Andrew John Kim, 
the producer, arranger, sound 
engineer, and bass vocalist for the 
a capella group, Backtrack Vocals.

This album will include 
tracks from MS Jazz Band; the 
MS all-boys a capella group, 
F2B; the MS all-girls a capella 
group, Octopipers; the US String 
Quintet; the US Jazz Combo; the 
Wind Ensemble; Voce Novis-
sima; Oxfordians; Crimson 
7 and Outlook. It will also 
include senior Hayley Eicher 
and junior Connor O’Loughlin 
singing the duet, “A Little 
Priest” from “Sweeney Todd.”

Mr. Kim recorded most of 
the groups between Tuesday, April 
12 and Friday, April 15, and then 
he will come back the final week of 
April to work with any remaining 
groups or recording sessions.

There will be at least 11 
tracks on the album, with some of 
the instrumental groups possibly 
doing two tracks. Even though 
the album is still in the works, 
there are discussions about how 
the album will be published 

and used around the school.
There are plans to possibly 

embed an online version of the 
album onto the KO website, and to 
give some copies to the Admissions 
Office, so they can show prospec-
tive families some of the tracks. 

It is also possible that they 
will play some of the tracks at 
KO Open Houses and that they 
will give a copy to the Advance-
ment Office, so they can use it to 
show alumni what has been going 
on at KO since they graduated.

Originally, the visiting 
colloquy artist was supposed to 
be the famous vocal jazz arranger, 
Phil Mattson; however, when 
Mattson unfortunately got into a 
terrible accident in September, his 
visit was postponed until next year, 
so he will have time to recover.

Coordinator  of  Vocal 
Music David Baker said that, 
with the delay in Mr. Matt-
son’s participation, he came up 
with this alternate idea of using 
this year’s colloquy visiting 
artist program as a recording 
opportunity for KO students.

“I had been toying with 
the idea of creating an album and 
offering a professional recording 
opportunity for all our singers,” 
Mr. Baker said. “I went to Mr. 
Millen, and I explained how, 
since we aren’t going to be able to 
do our normal colloquy with our 
choral composer, I brought up how 

I knew this guy who is a sound 
engineer from New York City, 
and how I had this idea to record 
some of our vocal ensembles 
and how he could even arrange a 
piece of music as a commission.”

Mr. Baker’s idea received 
a positive reaction from the 
Creat ive  Arts  Depar tment 
Chair Todd Millen, and this 
idea advanced to involving 
not only choral ensembles, but 
also instrumental ones as well.   

When Mr. Baker discovered 
that Mr. Kim had focused on film 
scoring and film composition in 
college and graduate school, the 
album idea had come more to life.

“In addition to being an 
a capella master,” Mr. Baker 
said, “Andrew is also an instru-
mental sound engineer. A trip 
was designed for him to come 
here in April and record various 
groups. We decided that we 
would mainly do select choral 
groups and small, instrumental 
ensembles because their lower 
quantities make them easier to mic 
and the overall recording process 
is much smoother that way.”

Mr. Baker explained that 
because Mr. Kim is not coming 
as a composer, but rather as a 
sound engineer, this opportunity 
should be labeled differently.

“It’s no longer a composer 
colloquy since we are using a 
sound engineer,” Mr. Baker said, 

“Whether or not it sounds cheesy, 
I’m calling this a recording resi-
dency. He’s coming in as an 
artist in residence to record us.”

In addition to producing 
a professionally-done studio 
album and teaching KO students 
proper studio recording methods 
and producing a fantastic album, 
Mr Kim has been commissioned 
to make a capella arrange-
ments for the featured Upper 
School  choral  ensembles .

Mr. Kim made an arrange-
ment of Ariana Grande’s “Honey-
moon Avenue” for Oxford-
ians, a Maroon 5 mash-up of 
“Animals,” and “Maps,” for 
Crimson 7, and a “Wicked 
“medley for Voce Novissima.

Mr. Baker said that Mr. Kim 

will be bringing his a capella group, 
Backtrack Vocals, to come perform 
at the two spring, choral concerts 
that occur at the end of April.

“He’s going to come in with 
his own professional a capella 
group, the last week of April,” 
Mr. Baker said, “And they are 
going to sing a 30-minute set at 
the Choral Fest and the Middle 
School concert. It would be a 
pretty awesome opportunity 
for our young a capella singers 
to see professionals at work.”

While it is not official, there 
are hopes that this recording resi-
dency will be set to occur at least 
every four or five years, as one of 
the many colloquy possibilities.

 The album will be most 
likely released next school year. 

by Gabrielle Ruban ’18

Junior Lauren McPherson, a member of Voce Novissima, works and records 
with Andrew John Kim in Dr. Pierce’s  studio. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

Documentary storyteller, 
dance artist, and poet Alesandra 
Zsiba came to KO as this year’s 
Goodman Banks artist-in-resi-
dence. The Goodman Banks Series 
has brought artists and their repre-
sentations of both performance and 
visual arts to KO, for many years.

Visiting artist Ms. Zsiba 
shared her work with the KO 
community, interacting with 
students and faculty in art classes 
for a week, and speaking at an all-
school assembly on Friday, April 8.

At the assembly, Ms. Zsiba 
started began with an introduc-
tion to herself and her project.

She ended the presentation with 
a reading of three poems and a 
video of a student dance perfor-
mance at Miss Porter’s School.

Ms. Zsiba created “The 
Identity Project,” a program that 
encourages and highlights crit-
ically-reflective identity work 
through documentary story-
telling, literacy, and performance. 

“I lead the program in 
schools, mostly high-poverty 
schools,” said Ms. Zsiba. “It’s 
really an experiment or a labora-
tory in getting these young people 
to create their own meaning and 
learning and develop a sense 
of self-worth and identity.”

She travels to schools and 

works with students for different 
amounts of time, ranging from 
one week to one semester. Partici-
pating in her project, students use 
different mediums of art, such as 
narrative writing, poetry, photog-
raphy, and performance-based 
art, to extract personal voice. 
They are led through a process 
of first learning about them-
selves, and then they perform as 
a group at the end, said Ms. Zsiba.

“Many students  were 
coming into school from bad 
situations, and what they needed 
most was to be seen and heard,” 
she said, “so they dove into my 
invented curriculum, which is 
really a discovery of personal 

voice, and it made a lot of them 
want to come back to school.”

In her own l ife,  Ms. 
Zsiba grew up as an only 
child with parents who were 
glass artists, and so she was 
surrounded by art at a young age. 

She went to Miss Porter’s 
School and began taking high 
school art classes. Later, she 

attended Oberlin College, where 
she graduated with a major in 
Interdisciplinary Performance. 

After college, she spent 
a year in AmeriCorps as an 
ar t s  in tegra t ion  educator.

Through her time in the 
Americorps, Ms. Zsiba explained, 
she was also able to find her calling.

“I had to find a direction, 
and I had a sense that if I invested 
and pulled myself into a year of 
service and did my best to help 
people, I would have an under-
standing of what is was I had 
to give,” said Ms. Zsiba. “So 

by Tara Kilkenny ’17

Goodman  Banks visiting artist Alesandra Zsiba speaks to the entire school at the Goodman Banks assembly on Friday, 
April 8. She also worked with students in photography classes and showed a video of a dance performance she choreo-
graphed at Miss Porter’s School. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

“Many students 
were coming into 
school from bad 
situations, and 
what they needed 
most was to be 
seen and heard,”
- Alesandra Zsiba

my service taught me, and that 
was my own identity project.”

While she worked with 
students in a photography class 
for a week, art teacher Greg 
Scranton observed and facili-
tated her lessons as well as her 
overall approach to the arts.  

“I think what’s interesting 
about her work and how she oper-
ates, is she kind of has an old-
school approach to artmaking in 
that she employs the feeling of art,” 
said Mr. Scranton. “The way she 
does it, it’s so appropriate for kids 
who need to find themselves, so 
those questions need to be asked.”

Students said they appreci-
ated Ms. Zsiba’s insight as well, 
and they took the opportunity to 
add new elements to their art. 

“She definitely taught us a 
new style of photography, because 
instead of the technical side, she 
taught us how to put emotion into 
it,” said junior Becca Richard.  

A n o t h e r  m e m b e r  o f 
the photography class, junior 
H an nah  F e r r a ro ,  ag r eed . 

“At first I was kind of hesi-
tant about it,” Hannah said, “but 
when she explained to us what her 
projects were all about, I felt moved 
and inspired, and I felt that she 
was really making a difference.”

Ms. Zsiba said she is very 
enthusiastic about “The Identity 
Project” and has great hopes for 
the program. “My dream is for this 
to be a really robust program and 
to implement it in many schools 
nationally and train people how to 
do this,” she said. “I want to help 
people use art to find a direction.”
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Bobby’s versatility sets him apart

Senior Bobby McCabe 
is this month’s featured artist. 
Along with fellow senior Joanna 
Williams, Bobby was awarded 
the “Most Artistic” senior super-
lative for the class of 2016.

Bobby is a very versa-
tile artist. Along with sketching, 
Bobby also takes part in painting, 
sculpting, woodcarving. He 
also uses watercolors and 
inks as well. Art has always 
been a part of Bobby’s life.

“I can’t remember a time 
where I didn’t sketch,” Bobby 
said. “To me, art is many things. 
It’s a passion, it relieves stress, and 
it allows me to escape. It’s always 
fun to just draw in correspondence 
with music or watching a show.”

Growing up in an artistic 
household, music and art have 
always surrounded Bobby at home.

“I come from a very musi-
cally-oriented and creative family,” 
Bobby said. “Everyone in my 
family plays an instrument except 
for my mom, but she is still very 
into music. In terms of sketching 
and painting, both my mom and dad 
are very good at it and my sister, 
herself, is also an artist. For my 
parents, it’s more like a hobby that 
they do, now very rarely, because 
they both have busy schedules 
as doctors. They are very visual 
and creative people nonetheless.”

Even though Bobby’s art 
style is unique, he explains that he 
does have some inspirations as well.

“In terms of style,” Bobby 
said, “I have my own, but it is 
still fairly influenced by a lot of 
different things I’ve seen over 
the course of my life. I used to 
be big into Disney and the way 
things are drawn in comic books 

and book illustrations. Along with 
Walt Disney, I’m also a fan of 
Jack Kirby who was an artist for 
DC comics. I also appreciate the 
work of Leonardo Da Vinci and 
some Japanese sketch artists. Even 
though I don’t follow their work 
too closely, I still have derived 
some inspiration from them.”

Bobby is a fan of drawing 
pretty much anything, from 
animals, to people, to abstract 
things. He explains that he isn’t 
as enthusiastic when it comes 
to drawing landscapes, because 
they can be a little unexciting.

As a result of Bobby’s moth-
er’s showing Bobby’s personal 
artwork to the late Pat Rosoff, 

who was KO’s dean of humani-
ties, Bobby was able to take 
higher level of art classes at KO. 
While he is mostly self-taught, 
Bobby has taken a few art classes 
at KO and is currently enrolled in 
the Senior Studio Honors class.

Even though Bobby doesn’t 
consider himself to be serious about 
art, his explanation of why shows 
that art is very important to him 
and that being “serious” about art 
makes it sound almost like a chore.

“I do not think I can call 
myself a serious artist,” Bobby 
said, “but it’s not because it is not 
important to me. It absolutely is. 
It’s part of what defines me as a 
person. However, personally, I 
believe art at its best, is treated 
as an extension of oneself. When 
I hear ‘serious,’ I imagine people 
who treat it as an obligation, or 
something greater than themselves 
that they need to focus deliberately 
on. That’s not how art is for me.”

Aside from the visual arts, 
Bobby also writes poetry, short 
stories, and has been interested 
in writing songs, as well. Bobby 
hopes to continue having art be 
a part of his life in the future, 
even if it’s only on the side.

“I would like to keep 
pursuing art in the future, however 
I don’t know if that would be a 
stable career path for me,” Bobby 
said. “Personally, ever since I 
was very young, I have wanted 
to go into zoology because I love 
animals and I’d love to dive deeper 
into that. Especially in senior year, 
I feel like there are a lot of things 
in life I’d be comfortable doing, 
and freelancing my artistic abili-
ties is one of those things. The nice 
thing about that is, even if I did 
go into zoology, making art is still 
something I can do on the side.”

In addition to his promo-
tional art and theatrical perfor-
mance in “Sweeney Todd,” Bobby 
is also the arts director for the 
upcoming student-directed perfor-
mance of Shakespeare’s “Twelfth 
Night.” This includes making 
character posters and promotional 
artwork for this upcoming play.

Ever since his sophomore 
year, Bobby has corresponded with 
several students on redecorating 
the RTS and 3D Printing rooms. 

by Gabrielle Ruban ’18

When former KO student, Grace 
Percival left, the plan to redo the 
RTS room was put on hiatus, until 
senior Chris Carangelo told Bobby 
about his interest in repainting 
the RTS room. Originally the 
plan was just to repaint the walls, 
white, however Bobby advanced 
their  redecorating further.

“One of the things that 
I feel like would benefit that 
room,” Bobby said, “would be 
having lots of vibrant colors 
because those have been shown 
to improve people’s moods, and 
since it’s a casual space, I thought 
it would be nice for the students 
that go in there. Over time, I 
gradually came up with this idea 
of painting colorful murals of 
different video game characters 
and references around the room.”

Ever since the summer, 
Bobby, Chris, senior Nic Bisgaard, 
senior Julian Lombardi, and senior 
Jack Zeligson have all worked 
together on revamping the RTS 
room. As a result of the remod-
eling done to Roberts, they weren’t 
able to get as much done as they 
had hoped, that summer. Bobby 
explains that the progress on redec-

Bobby McCabe leaves his mark on walls of KO. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

KO musicians play with West Hartford 
Symphony Orchestra at spring concert
by Tara Kilkenny ’17

Orchestral music filled 
Roberts Theater at the West Hart-
ford Symphony Orchestra’s spring 
concert on Sunday, April 3. Four 
KO student musicians performed 
with the ensemble: seniors Nick 
Giamalis (double bass) and 
Lily Wu (violin), junior Cassie 
T-Pederson (viola), and sopho-
more Prithvi Gunturu (violin).

The title and theme of 
the concert was “The Master 
& The Apprentice.”   The 
orchestra performed three pieces 
in total, beginning with Max 
Bruch’s “Concerto for Violin, 
Viola, and Orchestra, Op. 88.”  

The concerto was a duet, 
accompanied by the orchestra, 
featuring concertmistress Karen 
Weisner and one of her senior 
students.  “The duet had a lively 
beginning, a slow smooth middle 
movement, and then a light 
third movement,” said Nick.

Next, the ensemble played, 
“Academic Festival Overture” by 

Johannes Brahms.  “It was a really 
nice piece,” said Cassie, “and it 
was the right playing level for 
me personally, so I liked it a lot.”  

The last piece was “Pictures 
at an Exhibition” by Modest Muss-
orgsky and narrated by Michael 
Dunne. “Pictures at an Exhibition” 
was stylistically different and more 
modern compared to the other 
selections the orchestra played at 
the concert, and from pieces within 
its usual repertoire. “It walked the 
audience through a gallery of 10 
paintings, each one represented by 
a different movement,” said Nick.

Richard Chiarappa, musical 
Director of the West Hart-
ford Symphony Orchestra and 
orchestra director at KO, founded 
the ensemble in 2001 and has 
conducted the group since its begin-
ning.  “At the time, I felt the town 
could certainly carry an orchestra,” 
said Mr. Chiarappa, “and now 
here we are, about to enter our 
15thanniversary later this year.”

Mr. Chiarappa encourages 
select KO musicians to join the 

group, once he believes they are 
prepared for it. “I keep my eyes and 
ears open as people play through 
the orchestra,” he said. “Once I feel 

that they’re really ready, I invite 
them to join if they’d like to.”

The KO students in the 
orchestra acknowledge the 
advanced level of the West Hart-

“Bobby is the 
most passionate 
person I’ve ever 
met, both about 
his work, and 
about his relation-
ships.”

– Jack Zeligson 

orating RTS has slowed down 
greatly. He hopes to start working 
more during PLB or free periods, 
in order to get more work done.

Jack, both a frequent visitor 
to RTS and good friend of Bobby, 
said he has always admired 
the wonderful work Bobby 
has produced for the school.

“Bobby  i s  the  mos t 
passionate person I’ve ever met, 
both about his work, and about 
his relationships,” Jack said. “As 
an artist, he puts his heart and 
soul into everything he does.” 

Jack also talked about how 
his work doesn’t get the recogni-
tion it deserves. “Unfortunately, his 
work often goes unnoticed since a 
good majority of the school doesn’t 
even know what he has done to 
improve the appearance of the 
RTS room. My sophomore year, he 
was in Mrs. Schieffelin’s advisee 
group. Every day I would go into 
her classroom to see some new 
giant animal that Bobby had drawn 
on the board during his advisee 
group time. It was awesome to 
see what he might draw on any 
given day. He really is an admi-
rable person and artist,” he said.

“For them, it’s 
a very different 
experience being 
surrounded by 
people of all ages 
and professions 
and I’m very 
proud of their 
being in it.”

– Mr. Chiarappa

ford Symphony Orchestra and 
value the opportunity to play in 
the ensemble. “There are auditions, 
but it’s mostly about if you know 
you can put in the effort and show 
skill,” said Cassie. “I know I really 
appreciate being able to play in the 
orchestra because of the experi-
ences I’ve had playing different 
types of pieces on a different level.”

Like Cassie, Prithvi also 
joined the group this year and 
enjoys the challenge. “I’ve 
found that I’m becoming a more 
advanced player while playing 
with the musicians in the West 
Hartford Symphony Orchestra,” 
he said. “It’s a higher level than 
I’m used to, but I like that and 
I like performing with them.”

KO students who have 
attended the West Hartford 
Symphony Orchestra’s concerts 
say they applaud the KO students 
who participate in the program. 
“I was lucky enough to see their 
winter holiday concert earlier this 
year and  I really enjoyed seeing 
students I know and am friends 

with be a part of the orchestra and 
play in a professional setting,” said 
sophomore Gabrielle Ruban. “ The 
work they do is incredible and I 
am very impressed by their talent.”

Mr. Chiarappa said it was 
one of their best concerts to date 
and he is pleased with his KO 
students in the orchestra.  “For 
them, it’s a very different experi-
ence being surrounded by people 
of all ages and professions,” 
Mr. Chiarappa said, “and I’m 
very proud of their being in it.”

Many people come to watch 
the West Hartford Symphony 
Orchestra perform, and about 500 
people were in the audience at 
the spring concert. The ensemble 
played at KO earlier for their fall 
concert, they went to the town hall 
for their holiday performance, and 
then they returned to KO this spring.  

For the future, the group is 
planning on playing at a univer-
sity next year and teaming up 
with a choral program to make 
the performance even bigger 
and in an even larger space.
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Grace slides her way to success
by Jacob Brown ’17

Junior Grace Amell has 
been leaving her mark as one 
of the elite musicians of the 
school. Her passion and thrill 
for playing and producing 
music sets her above the rest.

Grace’s interest in music 
began when she was in the second 
grade, when she first started to learn 
how to play the piano. She then 
picked up the trombone two years 
later as a fourth grader. “I love to 
play the trombone, but the piano 
is my more serious instrument of 
the two,” Grace said. “I mostly 
like to focus on classical music.” 

She said she practiced as 
much as she could to improve on 
her skills as a young elementary 
school student and developed 
a strong talent and ear for the 
music and pieces she worked on. 

Once Grace came to KO 
as a sixth grader, she immedi-
ately joined the school band and 
her strong musical background 
enabled her to be an important 
part of the band and a leader, 
despite being a newcomer. 

Once she entered high 
school, she joined many ensembles 
at KO that are mostly made up of 
upperclassmen, an opportunity that 
not many younger musicians have. 

Now in her junior year, 
she participates in the schools 
wind ensemble, which consists 
of a group of 10 talented high 
school musicians. “I really like 
playing in the wind ensemble 
because it gives the musicians 
who are dedicated to their instru-
ment a chance to challenge them-
selves and play harder music,” 
said Grace. “I am constantly 
surrounded by committed musi-
cians who push me every day 
to make me a better player.”

 She is also a member of 
smaller chamber music groups of 
as little as three or four students. On 
top of this, she performs in concerts 

as a member of the concert band 
but does not practice with them. 

Outside of school, Grace 
is a member of the Greater Hart-
ford Youth Wind Ensemble at the 
Hartt School of Music. This group 
of 50 high school students meets 
every Sunday night for two hours. 
“This has been a great opportu-
nity for me,” said Grace. “The 
music is really challenging and it 
offers an opportunity to play with 
some of the best musicians in the 
area,” she said. “I have been in the 
group since sophomore year and 
every year we play unique and 
difficult music and we often work 
with visiting composers as well.”

Each year, Grace tries out 
for Northern Regionals, which 
she has been able to make the 
past two years. She also tries out 
for All-States, which is a highly 
competitive festival available to 
all high school students in the 
state of Connecticut, something 
she hopes to be a part of next year. 

For piano, this year she 
is entering a national competi-
tion for young musicians that 
involves learning one piece from 
each historical period of music. 
This once-in-a-lifetime oppor-

tunity is something she would 
really love to be involved in. 

While in school, Creative 
Arts Department Chair Todd 
Millen has had a strong impact 
on Grace’s musical career. “Mr. 
Millen has been really influential in 
helping further my musical skills,” 
said Grace. “He always helps me 
prepare for auditions and develop 
my tone and playing style.”

Grace has also been influ-
enced by her piano teacher. Her 
piano teacher has helped her 
develop a fondness for music. 
“My private piano teacher was 
my first music teacher, so she 
was the one to really teach me the 
musical foundation and basics,” 
said Grace. “She has also really 
motivated me to work hard at that 
instrument to keep improving and 
pushing myself with harder music.

Grace said she is not willing 
to give up her passion for music 
after her senior year. “I am defi-
nitely hoping to continue piano 
for as long as I can beyond high 
school,” said Grace. “I also 
would like to try to play the 
trombone in college in some sort 
of music group – orchestra or 
a band or just chamber music.”

‘Agents of Shield’ 
elicits out-of-this-
world reaction

If you have not yet watched 
“The Avengers,” you might want 
to get on that. If you have, you 
might remember Agent Phil 
Coulson. He was the SHIELD 
Agent who was mildly obsessed 
with Captain America, who was 
killed in the battle for New York. 

However, he is not dead. 
Clark Gregg stars as Agent Phil 
Coulson in the show “Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD” on ABC, 
which is exactly what it sounds 
like: a team of SHIELD Agents 
who go around, solving missions. 

Other than Phil Coulson, 
who is now alive after a vaca-
tion to Tahiti, the team includes 
Ming-Na Wen as Melinda May, 
Brett Dalton as Grant Ward, and 
Elizabeth Henstridge and Iain 
De Caestecker as Fitz-Simmons, 
the  adorable  geek squad.

New to the team is Skye, a 
hacker who used to work against 
SHIELD. Added onto the show 
later are Adrienne Palicki, Nick 
Blood, and Henry Simmons as 
Bobbi “Mockingjay” Morse, 
Hunter Lance, and Al Mack-
enzie, who are all secret agents. 

During the first season, 
the show was still trying to find 
its footing. There were a lot 
of stand-alone episodes, espe-
cially in the first half of the 
season, which becomes boring 
and repetitive after a while. 

However, the show did 
manage to find a relevant plot-
line by trying to figure out exactly 
what happened to Phil Coulson, 
which was generally interesting. 

However, once that plot-
line settled, a new, much more 

engaging plot arose, dealing with 
“Inhumans,” which are essen-
tially humans that have power 
due to mutant alien DNA. The 
third season expands on the 
thread of Inhumans from a new 
perspective, which is interesting. 

One thing that the show 
manages to do very well is to 
make viewers care about its char-
acters. It develops all of the char-
acters so that they all have angles 
and multiple dimensions, which 
makes them all the more real. 

This is especially hard to do 
with an ensemble cast, but Agents 
of SHIELD somehow manages 
this while still moving the plot 
forward at a satisfyingly brisk pace. 

The show also never gets 
confusing, even though there 
are so many characters, because 
each character is very distinct.

I also think that the show 
does a good job of staying light-
hearted, while still tackling 
serious issues that make you think. 

For example, the show 
is currently exploring what it 
means to be human and whether 
or not “Inhumans” are human 
and deserve human rights. 

However, the show remains 
reasonably funny, and when you 
finish an episode, you feel good (if 
not a little aprehensive and worried 
about the fate of your characters). 

The show is in its third 
season (the first two seasons are 
available on Netflix), and a spin-
off may be happening (“Marvel’s 
Most Wanted”).  Agents of 
SHIELD is a great watch for 
anyone who is a fan of Marvel 
or just action/spy movies, and 
“Marvel’s Most Wanted” will 
also be great when it comes out. 

Four Wyverns perform in All-State Music Festival
The impeccable skills of 

four KO students in the Upper 
School have earned them spots 
at the All-States after qualifying 
for Regionals earlier this year. 
Senior Nick Giamalis, junior 
Noah Hawks-Ladds, sophomore 
Zachary Herz, and sophomore 
David Marottolo, will be show-
casing their talent at All States.

All-States is run by the 
CMEA, the Connecticut Music 
Educators Association. All-
States entails three days of 
intense rehearsals that concludes 
with an All-State Concert 
on Saturday, April 30, at the 
Connecticut Convention Center. 

After the performance, the 
students are done with All States 
for the year and must re audi-
tion the following year if they 
wish to participate in it again. 

Inside All-States, there are 
four separate musical groups: 
choir, orchestra, band, and jazz. 
In order to be named an All-
State musician, students must 

first qualify for Regionals. 
After  making i t  in to 

Regionals, students can audition 
for All-States. The audition varies 
for each musical section, but the 
solo piece each student must play 
is always extremely difficult. 

Nick plays the double bass 
and will also be attending Brown 
University in the fall where 
he will continue to play there. 
This year will be Nick’s third 
year participating in All-States. 

Nick said that All-States is 
an extremely important aspect of 
his life because he is really serious 
about music, making it one of his 
main priorities as a musician. 
He also said that All-States is 
always fun because he can hang 
out of with his friends from the 
bass section, which is very small. 

However, Nick said he has 
some problems with All-States. 
Nick said that the musicians prac-
tice for some “ungodly time” of 
around seven hours a day for all 
three days of rehearsal. Not only 
do they practice for long periods of 
time, but Nick also said the whole 

program is terribly disorganized. 
“In my opinion, All-States is 

run by bad people, almost like the 
Wall Street of music,” Nick said. 

Noah will be playing the 
French horn in the orchestra section 
of the program. This is Noah’s 

second year being named an All-
State musician. Last year Noah 
was in the band section, but he 
has since improved and has quali-
fied to play in the orchestra section. 

He said that he is super 
excited for the concert this year 
because he likes the song his group 
is performing called “Planets,” 
which has a piece for every planet. 

“A l l -S t a t e s  i s  p rob -
ably one of the best experi-
ences I’ve ever had,” Noah said. 

As for Zachary, this is his 
first year at All-States and he will 
be singing in the choir for the 
concert. His audition involved 
singing a solo piece called 
“Harmoniemesse,” which was in 
Latin, sight-reading, and a tonal 
memory exam. The piece for his 
audition will be one of the six that 
the choir showcases at the concert. 

“Regionals was phenom-
enal, so I have no doubt that 
All-States is going to be a lot 
more fun and better,” Zack 
said. Although he is excited for 
All-States, Zack said that he 
is sad to miss the choral expo.

This will also be David’s 
first year participating in All-
States and he will be playing 
the clarinet, which he has 
been playing for seven years. 

by Hannah Bash ’18

 “It’s very exciting 
to be in a group 
of 30-40 kids, 
all of whom are 
very interested in 
and focused on 
making music,”
–David Marattolo

David said that, after making 
Regionals, he had to learn a compli-
cated solo piece, scales, and sight-
read for the audition for All States. 

David will be performing 
three pieces at All States with his 
group. “It’s very exciting to be in a 
group of 30 to 40 kids, all of whom 
are very interested in and focused 
on making music,” David said.

All-States sets the stage for 
musicians to advance and audition 
for All-Easterns and Nationals. 

Noah said that he would love 
to try out for both All-Easterns 
and Nationals this year. Zachary 
shared Noah’s excitement in audi-
tioning for these two titles. He 
said that he must submit a video 
audition for Nationals, but only 
an application for All-Easterns. 

David said he definitely 
intends to audition for Nationals 
and apply to All-Easterns. 

“All States serves for those 
who want to continue playing 
music in college as a very good 
addition to your college appli-
cation. Overall, the program 
is always fun,” Nick said. 

Grace plays trombone in the wind ensemble.  Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

by Aparajita Kashyap ’18



10 THURSDAY
April 21, 2016 Arts Features THURSDAY

April 21, 2016 11

As you’re flipping through 
the channels, looking for some-
thing good to watch, you may be 
surprised to see a few familiar 
faces featured on the screen!

This year several KO 
students decided to spend 
their March breaks volun-
teering their time to be extras 
on the set of “The Cobblestone 
Corridor,” a new drama series 
airing on CPTV this October.

“The Cobblestone Corridor” 
centers around the newspaper staff 
at Alfred Pierce Preparatory School 
investigating odd and mysterious 
events happening on campus, 
ranging from the school mascot 
being stolen to the dean of students 
being fired at by a paintball gun.

For KO students no audi-
tions were held; they simply volun-
teered their time as extras. Most of 
them heard about the opportunity 
it through the Daily Bulletin and 
an email sent out by creative arts 
teacher Joshua Feder and saw it as 

Diversity days may be 
a part of KO culture for many 
Middle-Schoolers, but some 
Upper Schoolers often only 
see them as dress down days. 

Form One Dean Clayton 
Miles said that diversity days 
are part of the Middle School’s 
curriculum and each form has 
slightly different topics due to age. 

But he said that Form One 
(seventh graders) talk about 
social identifiers as well as the 
topics of power and privilege in 
society. These topics, he said, are 
“working up to what is our privi-
lege and what can we do about it.” 

Director of Diversity, Inclu-
sion, and Cultural Competency 
Joan Edwards expressed similar 
ideas about the program and 
said the days were about “the 
effort of the Middle School to 
have courageous conversations 
about diversity topics with each 
grade consistently over the year.”

Another part of the diver-
sity days that she highlighted 
was the importance of who the 
topic was coming from. “It is 
a responsive program for the 
students led by the people they 
care about: the teachers” she said. 
“Having conversations with the 
teachers allows the students to 
continue with them past that day.”

On the topic of why students 
get to dress down she said that it 
is to encourage a safe environ-
ment for brave conversations.

“When I first came, I 
wasn't sure of it because I had 
never heard of it, but now they 
make you more aware”, said 
eighth-grader Angelina Maselli. 

Eighth-grader Justin Barron 

felt similarly about how Diver-
sity Days made him more aware. 
“Diversity Days expose us to the 
problems that occur outside of KO 
and allow us to get a real perspective 
about the world outside school.”

M i d d l e  S c h o o l e r s 
agreed that these days helped 
prepare them for high school.

“People in high school start 
to know themselves more and 
change. These days get you to 
learn more about those changes 
and other people’s situations,” 
said seventh-grader Isabelle Rome.

Mr. Miles said one of the 
purposes of discussing diversity 
is to enable Middle Schoolers  
“to go up to the Upper School 
with enough social justice back-
ground to hit the ground running 
and lean into the discomfort,” 

He compared the experi-
ence of discussing diversity to 
peeling an onion. “Peel back 
a layer and you think you're 
good and then all of sudden 
you're crying again,” he said. 

Mrs. Edwards agreed with 
Mr. Miles about the importance of 
finding different ways to explore 
diversity.  “The ideas I have are 
really that social justice clubs are 
one source to expose [the diversity 
topics discussed] to the rest of the 
community. But it’s hard to expose 
those things through assembly 
or advisee time,” she said.     

The teachers and Upper 
Schoolers interviewed agreed 
that the main reason the Middle 
School is more able to talk about 
diversity is that the Middle 
School schedule is more flexible 
than that of the Upper School. 

So when you see the Middle 
Schoolers dressed down, consider 
the conversations they are having. 

In the early morning 
hours, KO’s dish room sits quiet 
and deserted. However, once 
lunch begins at Mead Dining 
Hall, the room comes alive. 

The moist air is thick with 
clanking and crashing noises as 
students line up to ditch their dirty 
dishes. Fragmented conversations 
in English mixed with Spanish and 
Arabic take place as the staff tell 
each other what they need to do to 
keep the room running smoothly. 

Many students have little 
interaction with the staff behind 
the counter – they might say 
thank you, or smile at them, 
and then go on their way. Few 
people even know their names. 

So who are the dishwashers?  
Ismail Al-Weshah is in 

charge of the dish room. His duties 
range from chopping vegetables 
in the morning, to washing pots 
and cutting boards, to re-stocking 
plates and cups in the cafeteria. 

He is often assisted by 
Carmen Gutierrez, who also 
washes cups and plates and makes 
sure everything in the cafeteria 
and the dish room is functioning. 

“It’s a very difficult job,” 
said Food Services Coordi-
nator Brian Woerlen, “especially 
during lunch. They’re busy, 
they’re hot, and they’re wet. It’s 
not a glamorous job, but they’re 
always happy and smiling.” 

Cafeteria staff said they 
especially admire Mr. Al-Weshah 
for how well he keeps the dish room 
functioning. “No one has ever run 
that room better than he does,” said 
Head Chef Paul MacNeill. “He 
does a fantastic job in there. We 
used to have complaints every so 

often, but [now that he works there] 
we don’t get those anymore.”

Mr. Al-Weshah and Mrs. 
Gutierrez both found out about 
KO from family members. Mr.  
Al-Weshah’s cousin Khalid and 
Mrs. Gutierrez’s cousin Jeannette 
Lugo were already employed in 
the KO cafeteria when they started 
working there a few years ago. 

Between his jobs at Miss 
Porter’s and KO, Mr. Al-Weshah 
spends a lot of time hard at work, 
but he also said he enjoys relaxing 
with his family. He lives with 
his wife and four children, and 
has another two children living 
in his home country of Yemen.

Now that he lives in the 
United States, Mr. Al-Weshah 
is teaching himself English. 
He said he is slowly improving 
his knowledge of the language 
through conversing with people 
as they come through the line. 

Mrs. Gutierrez also lives 
with her family; she is married 
with two daughters, one of 
whom is in college and the 
other a senior in high school. 

Meet the kitchen staff:
KO’s dishwashers 

Dress downs 
for diversity
by Olivia Rossi ’18 by Emma Smith ’18

KO’s dishwashing team: From left,, Khalid Al-Weshah, Carmen Gutierrez, 
and Ismail Al-Weshah. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

KO students appear in TV show
a great way to spend their time and 
get a closer look into the movie-
and television-making process.

Junior Shelby Fairchild, an 
aspiring actress, absolutely loved 
the fact that she got to see the 

professional production process. 
“If anything it was better 

than I could’ve hoped because 
it showed me the sometimes 
boring and repetitive truth 
about creating film,” she said.

Others, like sophomore 
Adam Ovian, said they weren’t 
so much there for the professional 
experience as they were just to 
have fun and enjoy their break.

Often the process was 
incredibly long and involved, they 
said. It could take hours to film a 
single scene because of things like 
lighting and camerawork. A lot of 
camerawork could go into what 
seems like a very simple scene.

Most of the time, the 
cinematographers would film 
every scene once through and 
then switch the camera angles 
to shoot the entire scene again.

“It took a long time and liter-
ally each day we only got through 
like one or two scene each day 
because… [they’d say], ‘I want to 
try that with a different inflection on 
different words’… [and] There are 
only so many times I can fake eat a 
bagel,” said junior Peyton Moore.

Although it could be grueling 
and tedious at times, students said 
the experience was also fun and 
lively. Junior Tim Bucknam, an 

aspiring director, absolutely loved 
the experience. Because he was 
an extra, he said he was allowed 
a certain amount of freedom to 
make his own acting choices and 
get really involved in his character. 

One of Tim’s favorite scenes 
took place at an assembly where the 
dean of students is shot with a paint 
gun. Tim pulls out his camera and 
records the dean’s response. Later 
on, Tim even stands in as a body 
double for a main cast member 
who couldn’t be there at the time!

Tim isn’t the only one 
who made his claim to fame on 
“The Cobblestone Corridor” set. 

Adam, although he never 
spoke, had a featured role. “They 
gave my character a name, which 
was nice, and then most of the time 
I was just an extra who was in a 
bunch of different scenes,” Adam 
said. The creators even gave Adam 
an IMDb page for his role as Hubert.

Ultimately though, the 
best part of the experience was  

Junior Tim Bucknam and senior Emily Kirton are two KO students serving as 
extras on “The Cobblestone Corridor..”  Photo by Shelby Farichild ’17.

by Vivian Goldstein ’17

Continued on page 16

She said she loves her 
daughters and her home, and has a 
strong relationship with her family. 

Both Mr. Al-Weshah and 
Mrs. Gutierrez said that one of 
the best parts of their job is the 
company. They love spending 
time talking and laughing with 
their colleagues, and also appre-
ciate the kindness of the students. 

Mr. Al-Weshah and Mrs. 
Gutierrez expressed much gratitude 
to Mr. Woerlen for giving them the 
opportunity to work here at KO. 
Though their job is difficult and 
taxing, they said they are exceed-
ingly thankful for the compas-
sionate environment they work in.

“I like that there are good 
people here,” Mr. Al-Weshah 
said. “I like my boss, I like my 
coworkers, and I like the students.” 
He said he extends a thank you to 
the entire community for their 
inclusiveness and generosity. 

Next time you go through 
the line to clear your dishes, take 
a moment to thank Mr. Al-Weshah 
and Mrs. Gutierrez for all their 
efforts  to make KO a happy place.
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As the weather gets warmer 
and April draws to a close, 
students may see an important 
date on their calendars: the day 
of their AP exams. For some, 
this day incites excitement. 
For most, it brings progres-
sively increasing levels of stress. 

However, the AP exam does 
not need to be a source of anxiety; 
as long as you are ready to do your 
best, you will likely succeed. So 
how should you prepare yourself? 

According to science 
teacher Dennis Sullivan, who 
has been teaching AP Chem-
istry for 25 years, a change of 
mind frame can help students 
approach the test more calmly. 

“You have to adjust the way 
you think about what success is,” 
he said. “Most students here feel 
90 percent is success. On an AP, 
a 70 percent could be a 5. What 
happens is that students will walk 
out of the AP feeling terrible, 
and they end up doing fine.” 

Teachers said that on 
the whole, KO students gener-
ally find success on AP exams 
because of the way the rigorous 
c u r r i c u l u m  i s  d e s i g n e d . 

During class time, some 
teachers spend more time focusing 
on the exam than others. English 
teacher Meg Kasprak, who 
teaches AP English Language 
and Composition, said that 
she spends only a few weeks 
formally preparing for the test. 

“At KO we don’t do an awful 
lot of formal preparation,” Ms. 
Kasprak said, “because our English 
courses are, in general, good prep-
aration enough. But we do spend 
time familiarizing students with 
the test, and what essay questions 

and the format will look like.”
Mr. Sullivan said that, 

although he does not neces-
sarily teach to the test, he does 
make sure that students are 
familiar with the types of ques-
tions that will appear on it. 

“I try to give [students] a 
lot of old AP questions for home-
work,” he said, “and also on my 
tests through the year. I try to 
follow the AP format in terms of 
types of questions and how long 
the questions are – things like that.” 

Spanish teacher Lynn 
Schork, who teaches AP Spanish 
Language and Culture, said that, 
to achieve success, students should 
do their best to enjoy the high 
level of learning in their AP class 
rather than studying for a grade. 

“I like the culmination of an 
AP exam,” Ms. Schork said. “No 
matter how you end up doing, 
whatever grade comes to you, 
you have spent a year working 
at a college level and its nice to 
see what you can accomplish.” 

Junior Ambika Natarajan, 
who took the AP Biology exam 
last year, said that while she did 
spend time working and studying 
on her own, she felt that she could 
have prepared more effectively. 

“I think maybe I would have 
done better had I worked more 
on the parts that I knew I needed 
work on,” said Ambika, “like the 
writing. Definitely prepare for 
what you know might be chal-
lenging, instead of avoiding it.”

Junior Alec Rossi, who 
also took the AP Biology exam 
last year, suggests studying 
small. “Studying small makes 
a large or overwhelming quan-
itty of material approachable.”

Senior Lily Wu recom-
mends studying unconventionally. 

“Just try not to look too much 
at the big picture,” she said, “which 
is sort of this really scary test. Just 
break it down and then you can get 
through it easier. In past years I’ve 
created power points, or played 
trivia games. I’m not just staring 
at a page of notes all the time.” 

Ms. Schork said that the 
day before the exam, she does 
not recommend frantic studying.

“I always suggest that 
[students] have a nice meal and 
get sleep,” Ms. Schork said.  “I 
don’t feel that it’s particularly 
helpful to cram the night before 
the exam, I think the process 
needs to be throughout the year.”

Ms. Schork also suggested 
an alternative method of prepara-
tion the day before the AP Spanish 
test.  She said, “I want [students] 
to watch some Spanish TV, listen 
to some Spanish songs, and on the 
way to the exam I want the radio 
to be on to a Spanish station.” 

When exam day finally 
arrives, students and teachers 
have the same advice: relax. “Keep 
cool,” Mr. Sullivan said. “You’re 
gonna hit questions you don’t 
know how to do, but be able to get 
beyond that and do the questions 
you do know how to do. Once you 
walk out of the room, forget it.”

Ms.  Kasprak  agreed . 
“Remain calm,” she said. “To 
do well is the icing on the cake 
. . . it’s not the single factor 
that’s gonna change your life.”

Ambika offered another 
interesting tip. “I kept a song 
I liked in my head,” she said, 
“and that helped me calm down 
versus cramming. Hum some-
thing in your head to just relax.”

Any last inspirational 
advice? “Make sure to have 
No. 2 pencils,” Lily said. 

You might see senior Chris 
Carangelo in the swimming 
pool, in RTS playing games, or 
building a quadcopter. One place 
you most likely haven’t seen him 
is in the kitchen, but Chris is 
working on his own cookbook.

Chris has been cooking 
since he was in sixth grade. 
“When I started waking up before 
my parents,” he said, “I had 
to make breakfast for myself, 
and it took off from there.”

Since then, Chris has 
learned many recipes and wants 
to continue cooking food for 
himself in college, which is why 
he decided to write this cookbook.

W h y  e l s e  d i d  h e 
decide to write a cookbook?

“I got bored,” he said.
Chris said that he wanted 

to use his spare time to do 
something helpful, so a cook-
book was the perfect idea, given 

his love for cooking. He said 
there will be about 50 recipes in 
the cookbook. One example is 
baked chicken teriyaki thighs.

Some other foods in the 
cookbook will be the home-
made sauces Chris has learned 
to make. These include mari-
nara sauce and alfredo sauce.

Although Chris is making the 
cookbook for himself so that he can 
keep making his favorite recipes in 
college, he said he hopes to publish 
it before he graduates this May.

Chr i s  ha sn ’ t  s t a r t ed 
working on the publishing 
process, but he has started writing 
the book; there are already 15 
pages of recipes in the book.

Cooking is one of his 
many side hobbies. Just like 
he’s spent hours swimming, 
flying and building multicop-
ters, and practicing video games 
for hours, his cookbook is 
the next project you and your 
tastebuds can look forward to.

It’s that time of year again 
when the flowers begin to bloom, 
only growing back to be cut from 
their roots and wrapped in a 
bouquet for this year’s senior prom. 
Girls scramble frantically to find 
that one dress, while guys simply 
couldn’t care less, sporting their 
tuxedos for what many seniors 
describe as their “final ride.”

Prom this year will be 
held on the Sunday before 
graduation at the Hartford 
Marriott from 7 p.m. to 12 a.m.

This venue excited many 
students from the Class of ’16 
because it’s just close enough to 
home, but still gives them the off-
campus feel some say they had been 
looking for since their junior prom.

“I think it will be better off 
campus since it’s at the hotel this 
year, which is just a nicer venue,” 
said senior Jacob Hallenbeck.

Not only does this upgrade 
from the cafeteria offer a more 
executive feel, it also boasts 
a whopping total of 29,673 
square feet spread out among13 
rooms. The four and a half 
star hotel kitchen will also be 
catering the event, making for 

a nice meal between dancing.
Though the venue changes 

every year, the theme for senior 
prom remains the same, presenting 
a sort of first-class ball feel. “I’ve 
seen prom done on boats, multiple 
clubs and hotels, but none really 
stand out in particular,” said Form 
Six Dean David Hild, who has 
chaperoned many senior proms.

Some seniors say they still 
intrigued by the whole idea of the 
more upscale prom. “I’m looking 
forward to a more classy James 
Bond-esque kind of a ball for 
prom,” said senior Nick Giamalis. 

Since the seniors want a first-
class dance, music requests have 
been an area of common complaint 
due to the nature of lyrics in 
many new songs, which are not 
exactly “James Bond-esque.” 

“Out of all the planning I 
think we should’ve had more say 
with the DJ for prom,” said senior 
Jared Bolden. “I just hope this 
year they can play more songs 
that people can dance to like 
some Young Thug and Desiigner.”

Surprisingly, this was the 
perhaps the largest complaint, 
even though the tickets for prom 
cost $100 per person, making 
it a little heavy on one’s pocket 

when combined with renting a 
tux, a limo, and or buying a dress.

On the lighter side of prom, 
KO students and faculty bore 
witness to some rather elaborate and 
clever prom proposals this season.

In front of numerous spec-

Seniors have prom-ising outlook

Studyin’ for success

Cooking 
with Chris

by Emma Smith ’18

by Neil Hemnani ’18

tators at this past coffee house, 
hosted by KO’s Epic literary 
magazine, senior Griffin Gild-
ersleeve performed the song 
“Sittin’ Waitin’ Wishin’” by Jack 
Johnson with sophomore Ellie 
Kraus. Upon singing his last lines 

he unveiled a banner which read, 
“I’ve been sittin’ waitin’ wishin’ 
for you to go to prom with me.”

Senior Nick Giamalis took 
a more reclusive approach, deco-
rating his girlfriend’s room with 
flowers and a gigantic teddy bear 
before she got home to surprise her.

Keeping with  the more 
personal proposal, Jacob had 
sophomore Keegan Tolland lead  
sophomore Skylar Barron on a 
hike. At the top of the mountain 
Jacob stood there, waiting with 
a poster asking Skylar to prom.  

Among o ther  spor t s , 
prom shares its season with 
baseball, which senior varsity 
star Matt Goldman used to 
his advantage when asking 
senior Rachel Maselli to prom.

After a huge 5-1 win over 
Taft, he approached her with a 
baseball that read “Roses are 
red, I hit bombs, so do me a 
favor and come to…”, and as 
she read the ball he unbuttoned 
his jersey to a shirt that which 
read “prom” down the middle.

Overall, the seniors said they 
are optimistically looking forward 
to this final chapter of their high 
school career and are excited 
to see how their prom turns out.

by John  Leuschner ’18

Chris Carangtelo’s freshly made bruschetta. Photo by Chris Carangelo ’16.

Senior Jacob Hallenbeck asks sophomore Skylar Barron to senior prom 
during a hike. Photo by Keegan Tolland ’18.



12 THURSDAY
April 21, 2016 Features Features THURSDAY

April 21, 2016 13

“All eyes on me when I 
walk in,” sang songwriter and 
music producer Keri Hilson, or 
said junior Clayton Barnes as 
he walked into prom showing 
off  his  a l l -white  apparel .

Clayton fully admitted that 
he was initially inspired by senior 
Matt Goldman, who wore a white 
tux to his own junior prom last year. 

“I really owe it all to him 
for my amazing style at prom,” 
said Clayton, admiring the 
fashion choices of his friend Matt.

However, on the night of 
prom, it didn’t matter that the 
look was sported at last year’s 
prom  because  it was quite clear 
that Clayton stood out among 
the other guys at prom this year.

He said that he actu-
ally enjoyed being different 
because he got a ton of compli-
ments as the night went on.

In addition to compliments, 
Clayton got to be the literal 
center of attention as many of his 
friends placed him in the center 
of the pictures to show him off.

“In all of the pictures 
taken, people made me stand in 
the middle to balance it out, and 
highlight the white,” said Clayton.

After asking senior Ali 

Picture of fashionista of the month, Clayton Barnes. Left photo by Donna 
Barnes. Right photo by Shelby Fairchild  ’17.

Klute to junior prom, he is now 
prepared to bring his same sense 
of style to senior prom with her 
again at the end of the year.“Now 
I have big expectations for his 

attire to senior prom,” Ali said.
Aside  f rom jus t  th is 

one night, Clayton’s fashion- 
forward style carries over 
with him to the average day 

at Kingswood Oxford School. 
He  sa id  he  l ikes  to 

follow, what he calls,  the 
“simple rules” while picking 
out his outfits in the morning. 

T h e s e  s i m p l e  r u l e s 
include not wearing stripes 
and plaid together along with 
colors that  do not match.

He tries his best to be a little 
bit unique each day, whether it be 
with his favorite funky Hawaiian 
shirts, which he said loves 
“because they are awesome,” or 
an accessory to add some sparkle. 

“Sometimes I wear my 
championship ring, when I 
am feeling bold, but also I 
have a fake gold watch I like 
to wear sometimes,” he said.

Agreeing that Clayton looks 
well put together and stylish each 
day of the week, many of his 
friends value his clothing choices.

“I look up to Clayton Barnes. 
I try and copy him and make sure 
I am as presentable as him every 
day,” said junior Ben Putterman.

Junior Will Gitlin agreed. 
“When I wake up in the morning, 
I say to myself, how can I look like 
Clayton Barnes today,” Will said. 

Clayton’s  br ight  and 
trendy choices each day are not 
only noticed by his peers around 
campus, but admired as well. 

Fashionista of the month: Clayton Barnes
by Isabel Kaufman ’17

Secrets lurk under KO’s surface
by Vivian Goldstein ’17

Two Truths and a Lie 
about KO: It used to have an 
outdoor running track, it used to 
have an official outdoor hockey 
rink, and the remains of two 
people are buried on campus.

The Lie: KO used to have 
an official hockey rink. There 
was, in fact, an outdoor hockey 
rink, but it wasn’t really “official.” 

The tennis courts would 
simply freeze over and the 
hockey team would use it in the 
winter. Dig a little deeper and 
KO has a few surprises buried 
(literally) under the surface.

KO wasn’t always located on 
170 Kingswood Road as it is now. 

Back when it was just King-
swood and not Kingswood Oxford, 
the school’s “campus” was the 
Mark Twain House in 1918 as the 
school looked for a larger campus. 

Richard Bissell, the parent 
whose interest in getting a tutor 
for his son started Kingswood 
in America, had been living 
there and voluntarily gave up 
his house for the school to use. 

T h e  s c h o o l  s t a y e d 
there for four years until the 
school purchased 20 acres of 
farmland in 1921, where the 
school remains to this day.

Some KO students have 
been craving a track for years 
now, tired of the tedious travel 
to the track almost every day. 

They’d probably be surprised 
to learn that there had been a 
track on campus years before. 

The Richard Hazen Memo-
rial Track was built in 1938 where 
the turf is now. The track was 
incredibly popular for several 
years, open year round for 

students through several decades.
Track isn’t the only sport 

that once had its own facili-
ties on campus. Both hockey 
and skiing had a place at KO. 

The hockey team was 
launched as an interscholastic 
sport in 1929 when the tennis 
courts were flooded with ice. 

The new ice allowed an 
accessible place for the teams 
to practice, but they couldn’t 
play official games because 
there were not perimeter boards. 

The team was heavily 
dependent on whether or not the 
courts froze over, so in years 
when the courts didn’t freeze 
over, the team would practice 
inside a gym, leading to insta-
bility for the hockey team.

KO catered to another 
surprising winter sport as well: 

“The KO campus, 
which was once 
a dairy farm, is a 
combination of an 
archeological site, 
a former winter 
sports complex 
and a cemetary.”   
            – Rob Kyff  

Spring 
Playlist:
“Show Me Love” 
– Sam Feldt 

“Don’t Let Me Down” 
– The Chainsmokers

“Work” – Rihanna

“Me, Myself, & I” 
– G- Eazy

“It Wasn’t Me” – Shaggy

“NO” – Meghan Trainor 

“The Sound” – The 1975

“Buy You a Drank 
– T- Pain

“Sugar” – Maroon V

“$ave Dat Money” 
– Lil Dicky

“Girls Like Girls” 
– Hayley Kiyoko

“What Are the Chances?”
– Duran Duran

“The Silence” 
– Mayday Parade

“Pillowtalk” – Zayn

“Work From Home” 
– Fifth Harmony

“Middle” –  DJ Snake

“How I Want Ya”
– Hudson Thames

“Stole the Show”
– Kygo

“Let it Go” –  James Bay

“Dangerous Woman”
– Arianna Grande

“7 Years” – Luke Graham

“Panda” – Desiigner

“I Took A  Pill In Ibiza”
– Mike Poser

“Stressed Out”
– Twenty- one- pilots

“I Choose You”
– Sara Bareilles

“Never Be Like You”  
– Flume Feat. Kai &     
   Chance The Rapper

“All my Friends” 
– Snakehips Feat. Tinashe 

“Never Forget You”
– Zara Larsson & MNEK

“Higher Place”
– Dimitri Vegas & Like   
   Mike feat. Ne-Yo

The ashes of George R. H. Nicholson, who founded Kingswood School, and of 
longtime Kingswood teacher W. O. Williams are buried under this rock at the 
entrance to the Upper School parking circle. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17 

skiing. Before construction of 
a new road ended the ski slope, 
there used to be a ski jump on 
the fields right next to the hockey 
rink, located near Trout Brook.

There was even a rifle 
club at Kingswood. Although it 
wasn’t an official sport there were 
plenty of competitions. Often 
times kids would clear out an 
old gym of any non-combatant 
personnel and fire at targets.

Of course the surprises 
Kingswood has in store aren’t 
focused solely  on sports . 

Buried underneath a granite 
stone with a Walt Whitman quote 
still on campus now, located near 
the entrance on Kingswood Road, 
are the ashes of George Nicholson, 
the school’s founder and first 
headmaster, and W.O Williams 
who taught a plethora of subjects. 

Memorial services for 
Mr. Nicholson were held in 
Seaverns, where a plaque to 
honor him exists to this day.

There were even tradi-
tions way back in the beginnings 
of the school that very much 
resemble traditions we have today 
(whether intentional or not). 

English classes would have 
a Repetition Contest in which 
students had to commit a poem 
or prose piece to memory and 
deliver it in front of their class 
or sometimes the whole school. 

The tradition very much 
resembles Speakers Form today, 
the only major exception being 
that the Repetition Contest was for 
all forms, whereas Speakers Form 
today is only for sophomores.

Though no amount of crazi-
ness can compare to the day KO’s 
Buildings and Grounds  Director 
Mike Fryer discovered three 
hippies, naked, sleeping on the 
racks in a football equipment shed, 
all of the school’s unexpected oddi-
ties might give even that bizarre 
episode a crazy a  run for its money.
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“What is leadership?”  
On Monday,  April 11, 41 

members of the junior class assem-
bled in the cafeteria to answer this 
question. Juniors partook in a a 
leadership seminar for prospec-
tive prefects and senior advisors.

Mike Weber, who has led 
the seminar for over 15 years, 
facilitated the discussion and 
spoke about leadership. “We all 
live within a definition of what we 
think leadership is. This workshop 
is a definitional workshop designed 
to encourage organizational 
change through the five changes 
in the definition of leadership,” 
writes Mr. Weber on his website.

The purpose of the seminar 
is to get juniors thinking about 
what makes a good leader and how 
they can become good prefects, 
said Assistant Head of School 

for Student Life Carolyn McKee.  
The seminar also stressed 

the importance of taking responsi-
bility and giving younger students 
someone to look up to, said Form 
Five Dean Ronald Garcia.  “[Mr. 
Weber] talked a lot about being 
a role model; prefects and senior 
advisors have a new duty to repre               

Students learn importance of leading through example
sent themselves,” he said.

Participants said that they 
thought the seminar helped them 
become more confident in their 
leadership skills. “I [realized] I 
can impact freshmen, [and] help 
them acclimate,” said junior Kayla 
Glemaud. “With his information, 
I realize I can be a better leader.”

Students said they also 
enjoyed the manner in which 
Mr. Weber presented his infor-
mation. “He was very interac-
tive and engaging with us,” 
said junior Cassie T-Pederson.

Other students agreed. 
“The presentation felt very 
personal,” said junior Ryan 
Silvers. “He was extremely ener-
getic and had us do some activi-
ties to demonstrate his points.” 

Many attendees said they 
found Mr. Weber’s points very 
engaging. “[The speaker] had 
a lot of original thoughts,” said 
junior Jack Antico. “Being a 
leader is not about titles; it’s 
about your place in the group.” 

Several juniors said the 
seminar inspired them. “I think 
I’ll try to have a more active 
impact in my kids’ lives. I’ll 
seek out the kid instead of them 
seeking me out,” said Jack.

by Benjamin Small ’19 Others students said they 
wanted to provide younger 
students with a good role model.  
“I learned a lot about ‘freshman 
behavior,’ so to speak...and how 
we are trying to influence younger 
kids into good habits,” said Ryan.

Many also said the seminar 
showed them how much respon-
sibility being a prefect or senior 
advisor entails. “He showed us 
how we can lead people, with our 
sphere of influence,” said Kayla. 
“Being a prefect means [having] 
a bigger sphere of influence.” 

In essence, the seminar 
is about communication, risk-
taking and perspectives, said 
Ms. McKee.  “[Mr. Weber] 
combines activities with lessons 
and conversations,” she said. 

To become a senior advisor 
or prefct, juniors are recquired to 
attend the leadership seminar and 
complete a statement of intent. 

A Great (Gatsby) prom to make 
F. Scott Fitzgerald proud

Junior Noah Hawks-Ladds, left, listens as Mike Weber conducts an exercise at 
the leadership workshop for juniors. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

On Saturday, April 2, the 
junior class took to the cafeteria 
in 1920’s style to attend their 
Great Gatsby  themed junior prom. 

After getting dressed and 
taking pictures at junior Grace 
Miller’s house, attendees arrived 
at the KO cafeteria and entered 
a time capsule, reminiscent of 
a party from the Roaring 1920s. 

The Great Gatsby theme had 
been used before; nevertheless, 
students said that they enjoyed 
the decorations in the venue. 

“I  thought  the  prom 
committee did a great job 
d e c o r a t i n g  t h e  r o o m  t o 
capture the Gatsby theme,” 
said junior Isabel Kaufman. 

The prom parent committee, 
composed of junior parents, 
worked the night before to 
set up all of the decorations. 

Mary Martin ’77, parent of 
junior Grace Amell helped to deco-
rate the cafeteria on Friday, April 1. 

She said that the deco-
rations played a key role in 
conveying the Gatsby theme. 
“The [prom] parent committee 
worked hard to transform the 
cafeteria into a wonderful venue 
with a Gatsby esque color scheme 
of black and gold,” she said. 

Ms. Martin added that 
the group used various types of 
decorations to adorn the room. 

“We used lights, curtains, 
and we even decorated the bath-
room,” she said. “We wanted to 
make the setting as characteristic 
of the Gatsby theme as possible.” 

Form Five Dean Ronald 
Garcia said that he felt the 
night  went  smoothly  and 
everyone had fun being together. 

He said that prom is a 
special night students look forward 
to all year and that it’s a way for 
kids from all different groups 
to have a good time as a grade.

Junior Alec Rossi said he 
agreed with Mr. Garcia. “Prom was 
a great way for everyone to destress 

before AP exams and have a great 
time with classmates,” said Alec. 

This year, like many in the 
past, some students from other 
grades were invited if asked by 
a member of the junior class. 

Sophomore Keegan Toland, 
who attended junior prom said he 
really enjoyed the event. “It was 
decorated very nicely and there 
was clearly a lot of effort put into 
it. It was a ton of fun,” said Keegan.

Bes ides  danc ing  and 
enjoying the meal prepared by 
Sage Dining, many students said 
they liked using the photobooth. 

In addition to the photo-
booth, Students had the option to 
take pictures in front of a Model 
T and a KO themed backdrop.

by Eliza Charette ’18

KO sees 20/20(vision): 
phase one complete

KO’s “2020 Vision” started 
as an idea and quickly became a 
reality. The first phase of the project, 
which involved the renovation of 
the bottom floor of Roberts, was 
completed earlier this school year.

Whi le  the  upcoming 
plans have not officially been 
announced, the Board of Trustees 
will vote today (Thursday, April 
21) on the project. After that 
that they will know what the 
exact plans for the next steps are. 

Randy Stabile, director 
of institutional advancement, 
explained his role on the project. 
“I sit in on the project meetings, 
which are part of the campus plan-
ning committee, of the board,” 
he said.  “My primary role is 
to engage alumni, parents and 
friends of KO to raise the funds 
needed to complete the project.”

The current project being 
discussed is the renovation of the 
Brayton Rink into a field house and 
fitness center. After that project is 
completed, the Conklin Library 
will be renovated and become a 
modern library and research center.

Mr. Stabile also said that 
the next phases of the project will 
be decided officially soon. “The 
plans for this summer and fall will 
be finalized on April 21,” he said.  

“It is my hope that the 
Board of Trustees will vote to 
begin the project in July.  The 
project length is expected to be 
approximately seven months.” 

So far, Mr. Stabile said that 
his experience with the project 
so far has been positive. “My 
personal experience has been 
amazing! The campus planning 
committee has put in countless 
hours to make sure the project 
meets our needs and stays within 
budget,” he said. “The response 
from folks that we have asked 
to financially support the project 
has been very good. People are 
very excited about the many new 
programs that KO can offer once 

the facility upgrade is completed.” 
So far, he said, the fund-

raising for the project has been 
successful. “Our goal is to 
completely fund these projects 
through voluntary support,” 
said Mr. Stabile.“We are very 
active in our fundraising and 
have had good success to date. 
The fundraising will continue 
over the next three to four year.”

Mr. Stabile said that he 
thinks that the project will benefit 
a lot of the KO community. “The 
designs are well conceived and 
make great use of our existing 
infrastructure. As you can 
see from the Roberts renova-
tion, our students benefit from 
the redesigned space,” he said. 

Junior Kishan Makati said he 
is looking forward to the upcoming 
renovations. “I’ve seen a lot of 
changes here at KO since eighth 
grade, but this definitely has to be 
the most positive and significant 
one out of all of them,” said Kishan 

Juniors dance at prom. Photo by creative arts teacher Greg Scranton.

“I thought the 
prom committee 
did a great job 
decorating the 
room to capture 
the Gatsby 
theme”
– Isabel Kaufman

“I’ve seen a lot of 
changes here at 
KO since eighth 
grade, but this 
definitely has to 
be the most posi-
tive and signifi-
cant one out of all 
of them.”

– Kishan Makati

Junior Noah Stanton said 
she enjoyed taking photos. 
“Taking pictures was so much fun 
because everyone was dressed 
up nicely and it was a way to 
document the night,” said Noah.

B u t  s o m e  s t u d e n t s 
said they didn’t enjoy the 
evening’s music selections. 

Junior Benjamin Putterman 
said that he did not like the choice 
of music. “I really enjoyed prom, 
but the music choices weren’t as 
good as I expected them to be,” 
he said. “There were a lot of not 
so popular songs and a lot of 
songs many people didn’t know.” 

However, some people 
said they liked the DJ better than 
they have at past school dances.

 Noah said that she thought 
the DJ at prom was much better 
than those at other school dances. 

“I was actually really 
surprised by how good the DJ 
was,” said Noah. “I hope we 
hire from the same company 
for  other  school  dances.”

Junior Matthew Rossi said 
he agreed with Noah. “Compared 
to homecoming, the music at 
prom was diverse and popular. It 
was pretty great,” said Matthew.

Overall, juniors and other 
attendees said that they enjoyed 
prom and are looking forward 
to senior prom in the future. 

by Jeffrey Baker ’17

Good luck 
to everyone taking 

Advanced 
Placement Exams!
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It’s not a man’s world after all: Girls out-
number boys in AP humanities classes
by Carolyn McCusker ’17 
 and Hannah Bash ’18

A significant imbalance 
exists in the enrollment of boys 
and girls in AP humanities classes. 
While the gender splits in some AP 
classes, such as in math and science 
courses, are relatively even, AP 
English and Spanish classes 
enroll many more girls than boys.

“When I review the recom-
mendations of girls and boys 
in AP and honors-level courses 
at KO, one of the first things I 
look at is gender splits because it 
impacts a class if it’s heavy one 
way or another,” said Associate 
Head of School Natalie Demers. 

Upper School English 
Department Chair Meg Kasprak 
said she has also been reviewing 
the issue and considering possible 
causes. The English department 
is among the most skewed of all 
KO departments when it comes 
to gender balance in AP classes.

Mrs. Kasprak said develop-
mental differences between girls 
and boys may contribute to the 
underrepresentation of boys in 
advanced-level English classes. 

“If I were to give the reasons 
[behind the gender imbalances], I 
would say that I think we need to 
make allowances for that some-
times boys are developmentally 
behind girls. We have to consider 
that in making recommendations,” 
said Mrs. Kasprak. “If a boy, espe-
cially a younger boy, has trouble 
sitting still or handing in work on 
time, he may still have potential to 
excel as an AP student,” she said.

Mrs. Kasprak said that 
gender stereotypes often influ-
ence class distributions. “The 
other reason [that AP English 
classes are imbalanced]  is that, it’s 
increasingly a wrong but accepted 
cultural truism that reading is for 
girls, and science and math are 
for boys. We’ve fought that by 
getting the girls into math and 
science but we haven’t been able 
to flip that for boys,” she said. 

While AP math and science 
classes show fairly even gender 
splits, gender imbalances approach 
70-30 in English and Spanish 
classes. The most unequal class, 
Spanish 5AP, has had an average 
of 79.6 percent girls from 2009-
2014. Although individual 

classes can be varied and the 
Spanish 5AP figure is askew of 
all reported class distributions, 
the statistic fits a trend throughout 
the humanities departments.

Mrs. Kasprak said the statis-
tical imbalance between girls and 
boys in English classes is notable, 
given the school’s gender enroll-
ment. “Those numbers become 
particularly damning when you 
discover that we have more boys 
than girls in the grade,” she said. 

Both teachers and students 
have questioned whether differ-
ences exist between the science 
and humanities departments. 
What are we, as a school, doing 
right in math and science that we 
are doing wrong in the humanities?

Teachers aren’t sure yet, but 
they’ve been trying to figure it out.

Ms. Demers said that the 
balance between girls and boys in 
science and math classes is even. 
“In math and science, we have 
a pretty equal split.” said Ms. 
Demers. “That goes against a lot 
of societal tropes that girls do not 
pursue the sciences or math courses. 
And that’s fantastic for KO. It’s 
fantastic for the girls; it’s fantastic 
for the guys,” said Mrs. Demers.

Ms.  Demers  credi ted 
KO’s success in creating gender-
balanced math and science classes 
to the lack of a stigma associated 
with girls excelling in STEM 
courses. “I think we’ve been so 
successful in making math and 
science classes equal because 
there was never anything ‘uncool’ 
about math and science. Girls just 
weren’t drawn to it the same way, 
or maybe they were intimidated 
away from it,” said Ms. Demers.

Although some teachers 
believe that there are equal 
numbers of boys and girls in 
the AP and honors math and 
science courses, Math Depart-
ment Chair Sandra Goss said she 
does not believe that there is an 
equal split between the genders. 

“I would love to say that 
there is an equal distribution 
and love of math among boys 
and girls, but more often than 
not girls tend to lean towards 
the humanities,” said Mrs. Goss.

A report from the U.S. 
Census Bureau supported Mrs. 
Goss’s belief that the gender 
distribution isn’t often equal in 
AP math classes. “In AP math-
ematics [calculus and statistics 
courses],  boys have consistently 
outnumbered girls by up to 10,000 
students,” wrote the Bureau. 

Junior Alec Rossi said he 
agrees with Mrs. Goss. “In the 
past two AP science courses I have 
taken there has been a significant 
imbalance between girls and guys. 
This does not hinder class discus-
sions but in the formation of lab 
groups there is often gender self 
segregation,” said Alec. “In my AP 
chemistry class this year the ratio 
of boys to girls is 2:7,” he said.

Upper School English 
teacher and Faculty Advisor to 
Orange is the New Gray Sarah 

The first two pie charts show the unequal distribution of girls and boys 
in AP English and Spanish classess. The last two pie charts show that 
AP math and science classes almost achieve gender equilibrium. The 
data used to create these pie charts were collected from 2009-2014. 

Whalen also said she has noticed 
the stark contrast in gender distri-
butions between the humanities 
and math and science departments.

“If there is a bias against girls 
in math and science at KO, it’s not 
showing up in the numbers,” said 
Ms. Whalen. “I think, culturally, 
there’s been a lot more criticism 
about the fact that girls are not 
involved in STEM; there’s been 
this push to get girls excited about 
science and math...But there’s not 
the same conversation about boys 
struggling with English. Perhaps 
it’s easier to talk about how to build 
up girls, who feel in some way 
oppressed, than it is to talk about 
boys and men and masculinity.” 

This year, teachers have been 
asked to be mindful of the effect 
that being co-ed has on a classroom.

“The whole theme of our 
in-depth conversations as a faculty 
this year has been coeducation,” 
said Ms. Demers. “We’ve been 
reading research on single-sex 
education, coeducation. We’ve 
been reading about physical and 
neurological development. We’ve 
been doing class observations to see 
what behavior patterns are taking 
place in our classes,” she said. 

In response to these observa-
tions Ms. Demers said that teachers 
have been planning for the future. 

Ms. Demers stressed that 
these conversations are being 
framed with the individuality 
of each student in mind. “We 
know that gender identity is on 
a continuum,” she said. “Devel-
opment is also on a continuum. 
You can’t say, ‘Ninth graders 
are this. Boys are this. Girls are 
this.’ We do not talk that way. 
This has been a way for us to 
break down societal expecta-

“[We’re working 
against] a wrong 
but accepted 
cultural truism 
that reading is for 
girls and science 
and math are for 
boys.” 

– Mrs. Kasprak

There’s been [a 
cultural] push to 
get girls excited 
about [STEM]...
But there’s not the 
same conversa-
tion about boys 
struggling with 
English.

– Ms. Whalen

tions as well, and for us to reflect 
on our own,” said Ms. Demers.

Despi te  the  balanced 
gender equilibriums in math 
and science courses, a signifi-
cant imbalance still exists in 
Advanced Placement humanities 
courses. In these classes, girls 
dramatically outnumber boys.

Both administrators and 
teachers said they’ve taken notice 
of this problem and plan to address 
the unequal gender distribution 
with a thoughtful course of action .
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meeing interesting people. “I 
met a lot of cool people who 
had interesting stories of being 
extras on actual, important 
sets. Like there was one person 
who worked with [actress] 
Emma Stone,” said Peyton.

Tim said he loved not only 
the people he met but also the 
connections he was able to make.

“I forged a great friendship 
with a bunch of different people on 
the set,” he said, “not just extras 
[but] main characters [and] the 
director as well. When you’re on 
set and you shoot for such a long 
time you become sort of a family.” 

Adam and Tim said they 

suggest that other students seize the 
opportunity if something similar 
is offered in the future, whether 
they’re aspiring actors or not. But 
others, like Peyton and Shelby, 
caution those with no interest 
in the industry against doing it 
because they might find the long, 
repetitive hours boring unless they 
harbor a true love for the industry.

All of KO’s budding actors 
said they’re excited and absolutely 
ready to watch “The Cobble-
stone Corridor” when it airs and 
encourage others to watch it as 
well. “Even besides just seeing my 
face on TV,” said Shelby, “the stor-
yline seems really interesting, and 
I want to support the director and 
lead actors as much as possible!”

Contuniued from page 11

Wyerns debut 
on TV show

Sophomore Trey Taylor races a Watkinson opponent at a track and field 
meet. Photo by Zachary Waskowicz ’19.

The girls varsity lacrosse team plays aggressively in a hard-fought game against Taft. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

what flavor fluoride I would like 
to have rubbed all over my teeth. 
If she had asked, I would have 
told her that I hate the mint fluo-
ride and prefer watermelon; sadly, 
I was never given the chance. 

I noticed it again while 
looking around the waiting room I 
was met with the sunglass-covered 
faces of the patients around me. I 
quickly ascertained why they were 
wearing sunglasses inside, as, upon 
lying back in the chair, my eyes 
were greeted with the light of 1,000  
exploding suns, which quickly 
sucked any moisture my poor eyes 
could hold on to away, leaving 
me questioning whether I was 

experiencing the final moments 
of vision before my eyes were to 
be rendered useless by the pure 
force of the bulb projected on my 
face. Was this just something that 
everyone has to suffer every six 
months as a veteran dentist goer?

Shortly thereafter, the 
personal attacks continued. Two 
years ago the question was “and 
you floss every day, right?” Upon 
my return? “If you don’t floss, 
your teeth are going to fall out.” 
WHAT?! Up until now I was given 
the benefit of the doubt, and now 
this woman thought she knew more 
about my own mouth than I did. 

If my experience wasn’t 
bad enough the icing on the 
cake came just before I could 

escape the dentist’s clutches. 
No matter how bad my 

past experiences had been, I 
could always count on a trip to 
the token tower after my visit to 
pick out a toy or prize to reward 
me for being such a good patient. 

When my nightmare was 
over, it took all of my strength 
to fake a smile and sheepishly 
hold my hand out to request a 
token. This solemn inquiry was 
responded tp with a look of sheer 
pity. She couldn’t quite stifle her 
laugh as she told me that tokens 
were for the kids. A fitting ending 
to such a traumatic experience. 
I’d like to thank the dentist’s 
office for showing me a little slice 
of how the world truly works.

Dental experience offers 
insight into adulthood
Continued from page 6

An early-spring sports portfolio

Major League Baseball scouts, right, train their velocity guns on a pitch by boys varsity baseball Co-captain Holden White, left, during a recent game. Photos by Angie DeLucia ’18.

A boys varsity lacrosse player monitors the action from the sidelines in 
a recent game. Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18.
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Powered by a veteran 
defensive unit and a young but 
skilled attack, the girls varsity 
lacrosse team has started the 
season strong with a 3-2 record. 

The  Wyverns  s ta r ted 
their season on the road against 
Pomfret on Wednesday, April 
6. After propelling to a 6-3 
lead at halftime, Pomfret came 

themselves in a five-goal deficit 
at halftime 8-3 but the come-
back fell short in the second half. 

KO was able to bounce 
back with a victory against 
C h e s h i r e  A c a d e m y  o n 
Saturday, April 16 at home. 
The Wyverns beat the Fighting 

for the team was to “compete in 
every game and make people 
understand that we are a devel-
oping program that will be 
around for a while and also to 
develop the team and younger 
players so going forward we are 
a program that is well thought of.”

In order to do this, he said 
has emphasized fundamentals 
in practice. “We practice doing 
things right and not taking short-
cuts. Having sound fundamentals 
and basic skills is going to be 
important,” said Coach Allerton.

Overall, he said the first 

After competing in their 
first two multi-school meets of 
the season, the varsity track and 
field team is off to a successful 
start, with both the boys and 
girls jumping to 7-1 records. 

On Wednesday, April 13, 
the Wyverns competed against 
the Watkinson School and the 
American School for the Deaf. 

“It was a good first meet. 
It allowed the team to test their 
skill in events that they have been 
preparing for this season,” said 

discover their strongest event. 
Head Coach Alex Kraus 

said the purpose of the first meet 
is for athletes to try new events. 
“The main goal of the first 
meet of the season was to have 
people, even long-time veterans, 
try new events. It’s healthy for 
members of the team to try new 
things,” said Coach Kraus. 

“The first meet was some-
thing to test the team, but was 
not a very realistic track meet. 
The schools we competed against 
didn’t have enough people to 
compete in some track events 
and most field events, so a lot 
of the team was unable to test 
their talent,”  said Coach Kraus.

On Saturday, April 16, the 
track and field team traveled to 

the Hyde School in a meet against 
Worcester Academy, Marianap-
olis Prepatory School, and Hyde. 
The KO boys came away with 
seven-event victories, including 
a first place by Co-captain Mick 
Haines,who won the 800 meter 
with an impressive time of 
2:00:52. Quansah finished first in 
both the long jump with a jump 
of 19 ft. 11 in. and the triple jump 
with a distance of 41 ft. 2.5 in. 

 The KO 4 x 400 meter 
relay team,  consisting of Haines, 
sophomore Trey Taylor, junior 
Jack Barry, and sophomore Ryan 
Goss won their event by nearly 
15 seconds, coming in at 3:47.13.

For the girls, this second 
meet also generated numerous 
victories. In her first track meet 

ever, sophomore Ellie Bavier won 
the 800 meter with an impres-
sive time of 2:37.86. The relay 
team of Bavier, sophomore 
Emma Ouellette, freshman Erin 
Bowen and senior Ellie Kraus 
won the 4 x 400 by more than 
half a minute, running a 4:37.03. 

Team members said these 
first meets were solid practice runs 
for what is to come this season. 

“The first meet allowed the 
team to see their success in events 
and prepare for bigger meets later 
in the season,” said senior runner 
and jumper Rob Yirigian. “The 
first meet was especially important 
to the younger and new members 
of the team who don’t have as 
much experience with meets. 
Each member of the team has 
practiced hard and focused when 
training to for this season, showing 
determination and winning 
mentality of the team,” he said. 

 Quansah agreed. “The team 
is strong and determined, working 
and training hard at practices. 
The new members of the team 
have also brought hard work and 
a successful mentality to the team 
on and off the field,” Quansah said. 

The veteran members and 
seniors on the track and field team 
have also been leaders and role 
models for younger members on 
the team according to the coaches. 
said Assistant Coach Scott Rodilitz. 

“The seniors have helped 
motivate and strengthen the skills 
of the younger members on the 
team and been mentors to the new 
members of the team. The seniors’ 
guidance [has] aided...the new 
additions [quickly] transition to 
their events and [give] the younger 
members on the team a mindset of 
motivation in competing in their 
events,” said Coach Rodilitz. 

Coach Kraus also said 
he was happy with the lead-
ersh ip  of  the  senior  and 
veteran members of the team. 

“Seniors have been leaders 
and have guided the under-
classmen and new members 
of the team,” he said. “[Junior 
Co-captain] Laura Polley has been 
very good as a leader and captain 
for the team,” said Coach Kraus.

Coach Kraus said the 
main goal for the rest of the 
season for the Wyverns is to 
improve and train the technical 
skills of each player by having 
them practice different events. 

“Whether it is jumping, 
running, strength, endurance, or 
speed, it’s important for people 
to practice each event to improve 
on their technique at the starts of 
a race, including when to jump or 
release,” said Coach Kraus. “No 
one should peak at high school 
track and field; there should 
always be room for improvement.”

We have a lot of 
talented people on 
the team this year 
that will make an 
immediate impact.

– Koby Quansah

senior Co-captain Koby Quansah. 
.“We have a lot of talented people 
on the team this year that will make 
an immediate impact,” he said. 

The track and field team’s 
first meet provided an opportu-
nity for new members to partici-
pate in multiple competitions and 

Track and field explodes out 
of gates early with strong wins 

Just (re)lax and watch them win 
by Michael Loughran ’17

by Nick Ravalese ’17 

“We practice 
doing things right 
and not taking 
shortcuts. Having 
sound fundamen-
tals and basic 
skills is going to 
be important.”

– Coach Allerton

Cats 9-5 in a competitive game.
Last Monday, May 18, 

the Wyverns trounced Miss 
Poter’s 13-6. Carangelo tallied 
four goals, and sophomores 
Abby Eberle and  Julia Lant-
ieri scored two each. Caran-
gelo, Eberle and junior Bonnie 
Steinberg each had two assists. 

Coming into the season, 
Coach Allerton said his goal 

“This was the first 
time we beat Taft 
in almost 20 years 
so this was a great 
confidence boost 
for our team.”
 – Gwyneth 

McDonald 

back to win the game 13-9. 
Looking to bounce back 

from a loss, the team faced Suff-
ield Academy in their home opener 
on Saturday, April 9. In a close 
game, KO beat the Tigers 7-6. 

The defense, consisting of 
four seniors, helped the team keep 
the lead, forcing 15 turnovers. Both 

sophomore attack Haley Carangelo 
and junior attack Isabel Kaufman 
tallied three goals each and 
freshman mid fielder Nicole Genga 
topped it off with a single goal. 

On Monday, April 11, the 
Wyverns faced a solid Taft squad 
and beat them 7-6. KO had the 
lead for the entire game, bolting 
to a 5-1 lead at halftime but 
faltered and the Rhinos tied the 
game at 6-6. KO was able to force 
some turnovers and capitalize by 
scoring and running out the clock. 

“This was the first time we 
beat Taft in almost 20 years so this 
was a great confidence boost for 
our team,” said senior Co-captain 
defenseman Gwyneth McDonald. 

The veteran defenseman 
and junior goalie Celia Jarmoc 
has been the team’s anchor in the 
early season. “Jarmoc has done a 
good job keeping us in games, and 
the defense has been spectacular. 
We would be in trouble without 
the defense. We have a young 
team, so coming into the year we 
knew the defense was going to be 
the strong part of our team,” said 
Head Coach Tim Allerton. “The 
four veteran players in the back 
bring a lot of mental toughness and 
experiences that we need,” he said.

The Wyverns hit a bit of 
a road bump when they faced 
Canterbury on Wednesday, April 
13 and lost 10-5. KO found 

few games have helped build 
confidence and team chem-
istry of his  young squad.

“The season started really 
well, and we have been adapting to 
each others’ skill sets and meshing 
together to figure out whose 
strengths work well together,” 
said senior Co-captain defen-
seman Kelly Maloney. “We’re 
young in our attack and midfield, 
so right now every game gives us 
more experience and confidence.” 

Next week KO goes on the 
road to face a solid Gunnery team  on 
April 27 and Berkshire on April 30. 

Sophomore Abby Eberle, left, athletically runs down the lacrosse field in order 
to outlet for senior Co-captain Ali Klute. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

Sophomore Christina Daniels runs the 4x100. Photo by Zacha Waskowitz ’19.
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Players of the

Moment:
Lexi Kubas 

and David Lessard
Freshman girls tennis player Lexi Kubas. Photo by 
Angie DeLucia ’18.

Senior boys lacrosse Co-captain David Lessard. 
Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18.

Lexi Kubas
by Will Gitlin ’17 and Ben Putterman ’17

Freshman No. 1 Lexi Kubas 
has had several successful perfor-
mances this year, allowing her to 
lead her team on and off the court.  

Lexi first started playing 
tennis when she was six-years 
old. She was inspired to start 
after learning her father and 
grandfather had both played.

“I love tennis because I 
enjoy being by myself on the 
court and not having to worry 
about anyone else,” said Kubas. 
“I love the competitiveness of the 
game but also getting to hang out 
with my friends at tournaments.”

Being a freshman, Kubas 
knows her role on the team 
and respects the seniors. She 
follows their examples and 
has embraced the team culture 
and end of the season goals. 

Even though Kubas is 
a freshman, she strives to set 
an example for the rest of her 
teammates by playing and prac-
ticing to the best of her ability. 

Throughout Kubas’s career, 
she has remained dedicated to 
the game through consistent 
hard work and practice. In the 
offseason, Kubas practices every 
day and also plays in tournaments 
on the weekend. Alongside her 
tough practice and tournament 
schedule, Kubas also runs and 
does many fitness exercises to 
boost her stamina and footwork.

“I believe that Lexi will be 

the best player in the Founders 
League this year as she is joining 
a great team that has nine out of 
its ten players returning from last 
years Founders League champi-
onship team,” said Head Coach 
Ronald Garcia. “Her serve and 
backhand are outstanding and 
she is a terrific competitor.” 

Kubas has had a successful 
start to her season at KO, winning 
her first two singles matches and 
also winning a doubles match.

In the girls varsity tennis 
home opener, Kubas won her 
singles match 8-1 and then 
proceeded to win her No. 2 
doubles match 8-2 along-
side junior  Nicole  Gal ik .  

Following her win, Kubas 
traveled to Kent to play their 
powerful No. 1. Kubas was 
successful, winning her match 8-1. 

“I admire her strength for 
coming in as a freshman and 
taking over the role as No. 1 on 
a team full of seniors that have 
been playing here for awhile,” 
said junior No. 7 Julia Goldsmith. 
“Her work ethic sets her apart 
from the rest of the team as she is 
always determined to be the best 
she can be on and off the court.” 

Kubas is also active in 
many tournaments outside of 
school. In her most recent tour-
nament, Kubas went through 
three rounds to come away with 
a hard fought win in the finals. 

In the quarterfinals, she 
won in straight sets with scores 
of 6-3, 6-4. Kubas then continued 

on to the semifinals where she 
came away with an explosive 
win of 6-2, 6-0. As she entered 
the finals, Kubas knew she was 
up against a tough opponent, 
however, this did not faze her 
intensity as she won 6-3, 6-2. 

In the future she plans on 
leading the team by being very 
energetic and positive on and 
off the court. Her positivity will 
help the rest of her teammates 
stay confident, which will give 
the team a lift while playing in 
their singles or doubles matches

Following her two-game 
winning streak, Kubas will go on to 
face three intense tennis programs:  
Pomfret School, Choate Rosemary 
Hall, and The Hopkins School.

David
Lessard
For the past nine years, 

senior Co-captain David Lessard 
has learned the art of lacrosse and 
has enjoyed himself while doing so.

Starting in fourth grade in 
his town’s youth league, Lessard 
immediately fell in love with 
the sport and spent the next 
three years playing on the team. 

After leaving this league, he 
quickly found his way back onto 
the field when he joined Head 
Coach Clayton Miles’ Middle 
School boys “A” lacrosse team. 

Lessard has been playing 
lacrosse for the Upper School 
team for the past four years.

In eighth grade, Lessard 
switched from being an attackman 
to a skilled and hard-working 
defenseman. “Although at the time 
I didn’t want to give up my short 
stick, I have grown to really love 
using a long pole,” said Lessard. 

As he entered the Upper 
School, he made the transi-
tion from a defenseman to a 
long-pole midfielder. This role 
allowed him to assist the team 
defensively, yet has also allowed 
him to distribute passes and 
affect the game offensively. 

“Although I miss being 
an attackman, there is no better 
feeling than clearing a ball with a 
long pole and getting the chance 
to take it to the net,” Lessard said. 

Lessard said that he believes 
he contributes to the team mostly 
by using his agility and stick 
skills to win ground balls and 
then carry them up the field. 

Head Coach Mark Conklin 
praised Lessard’s ability and role 
on the team. “I think he is athleti-
cally talented and what separates 
him from the group is his ability to 
stay positive and his willingness to 
put himself out there for the better 
of the team,” said Coach Conklin.

This season the team 
only has one goalie. Lessard 
stepped up and learned how to 
play the position, just in case 
anything happened to the starter.

As a Co-captain, he is 
constantly looking out for the 
team and knows that each of 
them can push themselves 

and improve significantly. 
After last  season left 

everybody deflated because they 
didn’t win a game, Lessard knew 
that they could bond together 
more, push each other more, and 
eventually pick up a few wins. 

“Individually, I set some 
personal goals to make sure I 
could help take the team to the next 
level,” he said. “I wanted to come 
into the season stronger, faster, 
and a better leader,” said Lessard.

In addition, Coach Conklin 
said that Lessard is a player who 
clearly leads by example. “He 
isn’t necessarily the loud, rah-rah 
type of leader,” he said. “When 
he makes mistakes he works 
hard to recover from them.”

In the future, Lessard doesn’t 
have any plans to play lacrosse; 
however, he is doing everything 
he can to make his senior season 
the most enjoyable time it can be.

 He emphasized how he 
is always positive and tries to 
smile as much as he can. Lessard 
hopes others will follow his 
lead and develop similar posi-
tive attitudes. Overall, Lessard 
said he is just trying to have fun. 

“Whether it is bonding 
on the sideline with the team, or 
trying new stick skills, I am always 
enjoying myself,” Lessard said. 
“Lacrosse is a great sport and I 
am definitely going to miss it.” 

Lessard said he and the 
rest of the seniors are hoping for 
a few more wins before ending 
their playing careers at KO.

Varsity golf swings for success after slow start
While it is still very early in 

the season, the varsity golf team 
looks past a slow start toward-
slarger goals, relying on the leader-
ship of their senior captain and also 
the youth of three freshmen players. 

In their first competition on 
Wednesday, April 13, the Wyverns 
traveled to the Washington Golf 
Club to face off against Gunnery 
School and Loomis Chaffee School. 

While the squad remained 
close to the overall scores of 
their opponents, the final scores 
were Loomis with 198, Gunnery, 
202, and KO with 206 strokes. 

According to Head Coach 
Scott Dunbar, the loss isn’t neces-
sarily indicative of what the rest of 
the season will look like, mainly 
due to the Wyvern’s inexperience 
with the Washington Golf Club. 

“The course was really 

unfamiliar to us, and I don’t 
think any of us had ever even 
seen the course before,” he said. 

Especially at courses like 
Gunnery’s, it is a huge advantage to 
be able to draw upon background 
knowledge in order to choose 
clubs, read greens, or know where 
danger is, Coach Dunbar said. 

Junior Ben Putterman 
agreed. “The greens were the 
opposite of our home course,” 
he said, “because they were 
extremely fast so that defi-
nitely threw us off a little bit.” 

Despite these obstacles, KO 
put up a strong showing consid-
ering their youth and inexperi-
ence. “Most varsity teams are 
aiming for anything under 200,” 
senior Josh Pugliese said, “and, 
with so many new kids joining 
the team, this wasn’t a bad result.” 

Exactly half the squad 
i s  f r e s h m e n ,  i n c l u d i n g 

G a r t h  S w a n s o n ,  To m m y 
Dallahan, and Ned Blanchard. 

“Half of the varsity program 
this year are freshmen, but they all 
have varsity experience in other 
sports, so they’re not necessarily 
fresh into the cauldron of varsity 
sports,” Coach Dunbar said. 

To his point, instead of 
perhaps the nerves or intimidation 
involved in playing a varsity sport 
holding the freshmen back, both 
Blanchard and Dallahan’s scores 
were low enough to be counted 
in the first match of the season. 

Remarkably, it was the 
rookie Blanchard who carded 
the Wyvern’s lowest score, an 
impressive two-over-par, 38. 

C l o s e  b e h i n d  w e r e 
senior Captain Carter Swanson 
shooting a 39, Dallahan a 42, 
Pugliese a 43, Putterman a 44 
and G. Swanson with a 45. 

The boys will next be 

on the course on Wednesday, 
April 20 against Westminster 
School, The Loomis Chaffee 
School,  and Kent School. 

While it is still early in the 
season, Coach Dunbar said the 
team is already practicing with a 
focus on the various areas each 
player feels they need to person-
ally improve. As a whole, the 
squad is intent on winning the 
four “majors” of their season. 

“We play some of these 
teams multiple times, but the main 
four tournaments are the Coppola 
Cup, hosted by Avon Old Farms; 
the Keyes Plate, hosted by Hopkins; 
the Founders League tournament; 
and our invitational, the KITs, to 
wrap up,” Coach Dunbar said. 

Everything in practice 
and these early season matches 
are directed towards improving 
with those four competitions 
in mind, Coach Dunbar said. 

In  matches  and then 
in  the major tournaments, the 
team can rely on the experi-
ence and leadership capabili-
ties of senior Captain Carter 
Swanson to set a good example. 

“Carter is a great kid to 
have on the team, especially this 
year since we are so young, and 
he certainly helps contribute 
to the great team dynamic 
we have,” Putterman said. 

Coach Dunbar agreed. “We 
are going to be counting on him…
he was our low score so frequently 
last year and he is such a good model 
to the rest of the team,” he said.

However, Carter’s impact 
goes beyond his low scores on 
the links. “Carter has this pretty 
low key but still really competi-
tive nature about him,” Coach 
Dunbar said, a trait he believes 
the rest of the team should 
emulate in order to succeed.

by Ryan Albanesi ’17

Young squad includes several freshmen
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The boys varsity base-
ball team started the season on 
a high note by winning their 
first two games, but is currently 
on a two-game losing streak. 

In order to prepare for the 
start of the season, the team trav-
eled down to Port St. Lucie, Fla., 
during spring break. Avoiding the 
capricious New England spring, 
the Wyverns faced some quality 
opponents from New England.

“We played good competi-
tion and the teams were from up 
north,” senior Co-captain catcher 
Jimmy Woods said. “Traveling 
down to Florida helped us prepare 
for the beginning of the season.”  

Junior center fielder Robert 
Siuta agreed. “Florida was good 
because we were able to play 
scrimmages which primed us for 
the start of the regular season.”

Before the season started, 
the Prep Baseball website report 
ranked Kingswood Oxford 
the No. 1 varsity prep school 
baseball team in Connecticut. 

The team was able to use 
the experience from Florida 
as well as the confidence from 
the pre-season rankings to dash 
to a 2-0 start on the season. 

In their season opener, KO 
faced Hopkins School on Saturday, 
April 9. In a competitive game, the 
Wyverns were able to edge out the 
Mountain Goats for a 2-1 victory. 

Senior Co-captain pitcher 
Ryan Nesbit took the mound for KO 
and held Hopkins to a single run. 

KO carried this momentum 
into their game against the Taft 
School on Monday, April 11. The 
Wyverns beat the Rhinos 5-1. 

The team was led by senior 
pitcher Holden White’s dominant 
performance, as well as solid 
defensive play that limited Taft’s 

offense, holding them to a sole 
run. White, who is being scouted 
by Major League Baseball teams, 
throws a 90-m.p.h. fastball.  

On Thursday, April 14, 
KO hit the road and traveled 
to Choate Rosemary Hall and, 
in a tough game, lost 12-6. 

Nesbi t  threw a sol id 
game, but Choate’s offense 
was able to capitalize on a 
few errors committed by KO.  

“Choate scored seven runs 
in an inning and one of their 
players hit a home run, which 
dragged us down,” said Siuta.

After a tough loss to Choate, 
the Wyverns traveled to Mari-
anapolis Preparatory School on 
Friday, April 15 and lost 6-1. 

Coming into the season, 
the Wyverns set some big goals 
to achieve the rest of the spring. 
“Our goal this season was to play 
well and win Founders League. 
The Choate and Marianapolis 
game was a little bit of a set 
back but its still possible. We’re 
going to have to play well for the 
rest of the season,” said Nesbit. 

The Wyverns face an 
upcoming stretch of five road 
games to finish the month of 
April in which they hope to 
get back to their winning ways 
against some quality opponents. 

In order to do this, KO 
will rely on their veteran unit, 
which consists of six seniors. 

On Monday, April 18, 
King travels to Suffield Academy 
looking to bounce back after 
two losses,  but their  bats 
were silent and they lost 5-0. 

Yesterday, the Wyverns trav-
eled to Avon Old Farms, where 
they were looking to avenge 
the 10-3 loss during last season. 

This  Sa turday,  Apr i l 
23, KO travels to take on 
Tr i n i t y - P a w l i n g  S c h o o l . 

The softball team began 
their 20-game season with three 
consecutive explosive wins 
followed by a disappointing loss 
to a tough Ethel Walker team.

In KO’s home opener, they 
played a powerful Northwest 
Catholic team, and only won 
by one run. This win showed 
that KO is able to compete with 
tough teams, as Northwest Cath-
olic was a semifinalist in the 
LL state tournament last year. 

Following a strong home 
opener win, the team then faced 
a well-rounded Enfield High 
School team. KO was successful 
in their home matchup against 
Enfield High School, winning 5-1.

“I felt that this game against 
EHS gave me an opportunity to 
see how much we retained from 
practice and how we carried that 
over into a game,” said Head 
Coach Jay Bradley. “These first 

two games against Northwest 
Catholic and Enfield High School 
were very useful games for me as a 
first-year coach to gauge where the 
team is against good competition.”

KO struggled on offense in 
the first two games of the season, 
which will result in the team 
focusing on hitting for the next six 
weeks in hope that this area of the 
softball teams game will improve.  

One of KO’s greatest 
strengths on and off the field is 
their team chemistry. Many of 
these girls have been playing 
together for years, which is 
apparent in the way they are able to 
communicate during their games. 

Having a strong team chem-
istry allows the softball team to 
focus on some of the specific needs 
such as out field strength and hitting. 

After winning two consecu-
tive games the Wyverns then faced 
a close-matched Marianapolis 
Preparatory team, winning 12-11. 

After winning by only 

one run, KO had a successful 
day offensively but lacked 
while they were in the field. 

The team was able to adjust 
to the pitcher later in the game, 
which gave the team the ability to 
score more offensively; however, 
KO’s focus in practice following 
this game will be to work on their 
defensive plays in order to give 
up less runs to their opponents. 

“A strength for us is that 
we still have some veterans 
who can lead the way and girls 
who can learn from them,” 
said junior pitcher Issie Pratt. 

“One of our weaknesses,” 
she said, “is that there are some 
new inexperienced people on the 
team and how we could not find 
practice time earlier in the season 
while the weather was still bad.” 

A powerful Ethel Walker 
team snapped KO’s three-game 
in streak by winning 14-1. As KO 
is still in the first stages of their 
season, they are continuing to figure 
out each player’s position, which 
can hinder the individual perfor-
mances of the girls on the field. 

KO’s main focus after the 
game against Ethel Walker will 
be to try and score earlier so they 
are not always coming back from 
behind in order to pull off a win. 

“We worked really together 
as a team and tried our best 
throughout the entire game, 
even when we were down,” 
said sophomore catcher Skylar 
Barron. “However, we need to 
work on our fielding and our 
ability to consistently get the 

The boys varsity lacrosse 
team has already improved on 
their previous season, yet are 
still hopeful for further improve-
ment as the season progresses.

With a  disappoint ing 
season in 2015 after going 0-14, 
the team has started their first 
three games 1-2. Opening their 
season with an away game 
against Millbrook School, the 
team struggled to contain their 
attack and ultimately lost 12-2.

But in their home opener 
the Wyverns bounced back 
quickly with a 18-15 victory 
over Greens Farms Academy. 
“We had an extremely strong 
first half and when they started 
to come back in the second half 
we were able to hang on and 
win,” said senior Co-captain 
defenseman Jacob Hallenbeck. 

Aainst Canterbury, the team 
had difficulty containing Canter-
bury’s attack, yet had a little 
more success in their own offen-
sive attempts, as they lost 13-5.

The team traveled to Williston 
Northhampton last Monday 
April 18, where they lost 17-9

Head Coach Mark Conklin 
has taken over this year and said 
he  believes he can lead the team 

to more success in the future. 
However, he does feel that it will 
take some time to improve. “The 
guys have talked about wanting to 
improve our chemistry and really 
have an overall cultural shift with 
the program,” said Coach Conklin. 
“For our team it isn’t as much 
about wins and losses but setting 
up the program for future success.”

Although they are trying 
to  es tabl ish  a  foundat ion 
for the program, the players 
believe that more success can 
start as soon as this season. 

“I think we have at least 
five to six wins in us and I expect 
us to have a better attitude and 
more confidence than last year,” 
said junior midfielder Owen 
Cotthaus. “The team dynamic 
was unsettling last year and this 
year it is already changing with 
Coach Conklin joining the team.” 

Senior Co-captain attack 
Brendan Lantieri also described 
how Coach Conklin has already 
made an impact on each of the 
players. He believes that not only 
the experience of Coach Conklin, 
but also Assistant Coaches 
William Amarante and David 
Hild can help the team to progress. 

Lantieri and Coach Conklin 
both explained the emphasis on 
working on the little things. “The 

ball in quickly from the outside.”
Barron is filling in at catcher 

and she has been progressing well 
since the beginning of the season. 

C o a c h  B r a d l e y  s a i d 
he commends Skylar for the 
way she has been playing this 
year thus far and her ability 
to get the job done at catcher. 

Following a disappointing 
loss to Ethel Walker, KO recently 
played Cheshire Academy and 
came away with an outstanding 
win, winning the game 6-3.

“We finally figured out our 
defense and what works best with 
the plays that we have,” said Pratt. 
“We also started to hit well so 
now I think that we are in a good 
position to really be successful 
in the busiest of our season.”

The softball team will 
play Wilbraham and Monson 
Academy away and then have 
a three-game home stand, 
playing Choate Rosemary Hall, 
Westminster,  and Pomfret. 

Baseball falters Boys lax earns win
quote by John Wooden, ‘little things 
make big things happen’ has been 
a focal point of ours this season,” 
said Coach Conklin. “We need to 
focus on getting the details right 
while also keeping in up tempo 
pace in games and practices.”

There was also praise for 
several different players and 
leaders on the team. “(Lant-
ieri) is a big scorer and and as a 
senior, also acts as a leader,” said 
Cotthaus. “He isn’t afraid to tell 
us what we are doing wrong and 
continues to encourage us to stick 
to the systems.” In addition, he said 
Hallenbeck and senior Co-captain 
defenseman David Lessard have 
been key players in each game. 

Although the players talk 
about wanting to improve, they 
are certainly working hard every 
day during practices. Their main 
focuses include perfecting commu-
nication between players while 
also developing necessary skills. 

Each player stressed how 
dedication and hard work during 
practices is what they need to 
do in order to achieve what they 
want this season. They said they 
not only want to win a decent 
number of games this season, but 
that they are aolso pushing for a 
successful enough season to make 
the Fairchester League playoffs.

by Michael Loughran ’17

Softball starts their season strong

by Ben Putterman ’17

by William Gitlin ’17

“A strength for us is 
that we still have some 
veterans who can lead 
the way and girls who 
can learn from them.”
 – Issie Pratt

Freshman Sean Hurley ’19 avoids the defense on offense and passes the ball.  Photo by Angie Delucia ’18 .

after fast start
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The boys varsity tennis team 
experienced early-season success, 
which will allow them to go into 
future matches with confidence. 

On Wednesday, April 13, 
the boys defeated Deerfield 
Academy with a score of 4-3. 

Junior No.1 Matt Lord 
played Carl Grant for the second 
time in five days. Lord quickly got 
the lead with a score of 4-1. His well 
placed down-the-line shots in the 
second set helped him win 6-4, 6-2. 

Senior No. 3 Austin Briggs 
defeated the No. 3 Deerfield 
player with a score of 6-4, 6-1, 
and freshman No. 4 Luke Reimann 
defeated Matthew Wuyan 6-4, 
6-3 to secure the win for KO. 

The doubles team of Lord 
and sophomore William Appleton 
upset Deerfield and took home 
the 8-1 win. The No. 3 doubles 
team, Reimann and junior No. 5 
Brian Gould, also won their match 
and ended with a score of 8-3. 

Coach Andrew Krugman 
said that he is impressed with 
this year’s talent. “We have 
talent at the top, we have talent 
in the middle, and we have 
talent at the bottom,” he said. 

Boys tennis wins second straight 
KITT, sparks ideal 4-0 beginning  

The girls varsity tennis 
team is off to an impressive start 
to their spring season thanks 
to both strong leadership from 
experienced players and the 
young blood of talented rookies. 

In both pre-season scrim-
mages and the first two matches of 
the spring, the girls squad has domi-
nated their opponents and shown 
why they are such threats for post-
season tournaments, including the 
Coe de Villafranca tournament and 
the New England Championship. 

On Wednesday, April 6, the 
girls faced off against a historically 
talented Deerfield Academy team 
in a scrimmage. Winning easily, 
the Wyverns claimed victory 
in 11 of the 12 matches played, 
including notable victories by 
freshman Lexi Kubas at No. 1 
singles, senior Co-captains Allie 
Perron and Morgan Risinger at 
No. 1 doubles, and juniors Faith 
Pease and Nicole Galik both 
winning despite illnesses. The 
scrimmage was also the debut for 
seventh-grader Ahana Nagarkatti, 
a vital addition to this year’s team, 
according to Head Coach Garcia.

“Deerfield went abso-
lutely great…It was especially 
fun seeing Lexi and Ahana play 
their very first matches at KO…

the departure of Melissa Lord 
last year due to graduation is 
not going to hold back the girls 
team from continued excellence. 

“Melissa’s graduation 
doesn’t change the mindset nor 
the goals at all…Our goal is to 
win every match. We want to win 
the Founders League, we want 
to win New Englands, and we 
are not afraid to say it,” he said. 

And with the experienced 
leadership of the captains and the 
power of newcomers including 
Kubas and Nagarkatti, the girls 
squad seems poised to complete 
each of those lofty objectives.  

Girls tennis smashes early season 
competition, starts off undefeated

Our goal is to win 
every match. We 
want to win the 
Founders League, 
we want to win 
New Englands, 
and we are not 
afraid to say it.

– Coach Garcia

by Kyle Zimmerman ’18

by Ryan Albanesi ’17

The boys won the 44th 
annual KITTs on April 10. 
Lord won the No. 1 singles 
draw by defeating David Zhang 
from Lawrenceville 6-0, 6-1.

 Senior Jacob Appleton 
played No. 2 singles. He won 
his draw and defeated Hotchkiss 
player Andrey Von Emme with 
scores of 7-5 and 6-1. Briggs placed 
third in the No. 3 singles draw.

 Reimann won the No. 
4 singles draw by defeating 
Parth Mody from Choate. 
Reimann won the first set with 
a score of 7-6. His second set 
was stronger, and he won 6-0. 

J. Appleton and W. Appleton 
played Luis Gonzalez-Kompalic 
and Cole Maura from Hotch-
kiss in the No. 1 doubles draw. 

Junior No. 6 Ryan Alba-
nesi and Gould won the No. 2 
doubles consolation draw by 
defeating Worcester Academy 
players Brian Quistberg and Ben 
Ushman with a score of 8-2. 

These two early season victo-
ries for the team have set high stan-
dards for the upcoming matches. 

“This year is a very special 
year as I have high hopes for 
the team this season,” Lord 
said. “It’s one of those years 

where we actually have a chance 
at doing something special.”

On Saturday, April 16, the 
boys won against Gunnery 7-0. 
Coach Krugman said that many 
of the matches were competitive. 
Due to an injury on the team, Nos. 
3 through 7 had to play up a spot. 

O n  M o n d a y,  A p r i l 
17, the Wyverns played a 
strong match against Loomis 
C h a f f e e ,  w i n n i n g  5 - 2 . 

There  are  many new 
members of the team this year. 
Reimann,  f reshman Adam 
Sonntag and sophomore Alex-
ander Herz are all new to the 
team. These players will help 
the team win against the harder 
teams that they will soon play. 

“Our new people are 
good,” said Lord. “They are 
going to make an impact on what 
we can achieve this season.”

Coach Krugman pointed 
out Reimann as a player who has 
a bright future in tennis. “He has 
made an immediate impact on 
the team,” he said. “He won the 
No. 4 singles draw at the KITTs 
and he won against Deerfield and 
Gunnery,” said Coach Krugman.

On Saturday, April 23, 
the team will travel to Choate 

Rosemary Hall and then the 
following Monday, April 25, they 
will travel to Suffield Academy.

The team has many games 
during the week so it will be 
a challenge to fit in practices. 
When they do have practices 
they will have to work hard and 
be precise. The players said they 
believe that Coach Krugman will 
be able to help them improve 
even with little time to practice. 

“He not only helps us 
on the tennis court, but he 
helps us off the court with the 
morals he goes by,” said Lord. 

Lord said the KITT win gave 
the team confidence for future 
matches, allowing them to have 
a good sense of their ability and 
what they can achieve as a team. 

Coach Krugman said he has 
high hopes for the team this season. 
“They have talent and depth and 
ultimately it’s going to come 
down to how hard they work.”

The team hopes to do well in 
the New England Championships 
at the end of the season. They have 
one month to practice everything 
that needs to be improved in order 
to make it past the semifinals, 
where last year they were defeated 
by Exeter in a competitive match. 

Boys varsity tennis teammates Austin Briggs, left, and senior Co-captain 
Jacob Appleton team up for doubles competition. Photo by Alison Meizels ’19.

Girls varsity tennis players freshman Lexi Kubas, left, and senior Co-captain 
Morgan Risinger, right, compete together. Photo by Alison Meizels ’19.

and then even nicer to see their 
first outings become such a 
success,” Coach Garcia said. 

Also during the scrimmage, 
junior Julia Goldsmith pulled out 
a remarkable victory in singles, 
winning in a tiebreak after what 
Coach Garcia described as “the 
longest and toughest fought 
singles match of the afternoon.” 

Then, a week later on 
Wednesday, April 13, the Wyverns 
played their first match of the 
regular season away at Kent School. 
After sweeping the three doubles 
matches, the girls won all six 
single matches as well, dominating 
the competition in a 7-0 victory. 

“ We ’ v e  b e e n  r e a l l y 
successful in both doubles and 
singles…It shows our team 
has a lot of great potential so it 
will be interesting to see how 
well we can do,” Risinger said. 

A s i d e  f r o m  t h e i r 
commanding triumphs on the court, 
the girls have also already found 
success in a team dynamic created 
by their three senior captains. 

“Allie, Morgan, and Olivia, 
they’re the three toughest competi-
tors we’ve had in a long time at 
KO. They really hate to lose and 
are comfortable competing, so 
they are good role models in 
that way,” Coach Garcia said. 

Goldsmith agreed. “Even 
with new kids on the team that 
I didn’t necessarily know at the 
start, I think it was Morgan, Allie 
and Olivia that kept the feeling 
that we are all one team and we 
have to work together,” she said. 

The seniors have played 
another key role even early in the 
season as well. Risinger and Perron 
have moved up to No. 1 doubles 
this year, after an immensely 
successful two seasons at No. 2 
doubles. “It’s great to see them 
take that challenge on…they’ve 
only lost one in two years at two 
doubles so they’ll be a great pair 
at No. 2,” Coach Garcia said. 

However, it is not just the 

experienced varsity players who 
are contributing to the girls unde-
feated record so far. This year, 
Kubas is playing No. 1 singles as a 
young freshman, a remarkable feat 
reminiscent of what the Lord sisters 
did in the past for the Wyverns. 

“She’s playing No. 1 singles 
and she could be the best player 
in the entire Founders League,” 
Coach Garcia said. “She knows 
Allie and Morgan the best but has 
fit in perfectly with the rest of the 
team…Even as a freshman she 
carries herself just right and stays 
humble around the other girls.” 

Most of all, however, Coach 
Garcia said he wants to stress that 


