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Whitehead wows KO community
Symposium author Colson 

Whitehead visited KO on Friday, 
Dec. 7. During his visit he spoke 
to both the Upper School and 
Middle School about his journey 
as a writer, joined students at a 
luncheon to answer any lingering 
questions, and gave a talk to 
local educators during a dinner 
event held in the KO dining hall. 

Symposium English teacher 
Heidi Hojnicki said that she chose 
Mr. Whitehead because she loved 
his work. “His works challenge 
me as a reader in a really produc-
tive way—they make me take a 
long hard look at who we are as 
a nation, culture, people—and I 
really appreciate that,” she said.

Ms. Hojnicki said that she 
thought Whitehead’s Pulitzer 
Prize winning novel “The Under-
ground Railroad” was a work of 
artistic genius in terms of its form, 
content, and what it achieves. Ms. 

by Casey Qi ’19

Grants share insight on business
by Aidan O’Loughlin ’20

On Monday, Nov. 19, Billy 
Grant III and Billy Grant IV 
visited KO to talk to students in 
the Roberts Center for Leader-
ship as a part of the Lunch and 
Lead program. This discussion 
was meant to give students a 
chance to learn from Billy Grant 
III and Billy Grant IV’s respec-
tive career paths. Billy Grant 
III is the owner of Bricco and 
Grant’s, while Billy Grant IV is a 
financial advisor for Ameriprise. 

Senior Ben Poulios sched-
uled and organized the event. “I 
contacted them because Matthew 
Safalow had been in contact with 
them about the car show, which 
they came to,” Ben said. “I figured 
that they were a part of [the] West 
Hartford community, so they 
would be willing to come and talk. 
I emailed them in late October. 

There was some back and forth, 
and I gave them some possible 
times until we settled on Nov. 19.” 

Ben Poulios was the leading 
factor behind Billy Grant III and 
Billy Grant IV coming to KO. 
Faculty Advisor of Lunch and 
Lead Sandra Goss said that the 
event was student run.  “From 
my understanding Ben took full 
ownership of everything,” she said. 

She said that this embodies 
the idea behind Lunch and Lead. 
“We have a lot of speakers come 
to KO, but it is the students 
picking those speakers,” Mrs. 
Goss said. “[Lunch and Lead] is 
supposed to be more intimate, with 
an intent of learning more about 
them, and really using the discus-
sions to learn from these people.” 

People who came to the 
lunch agreed that the event 
was worthwhile.“I thought 
the presentation was great,” 
senior Mia Seymour said. 

Mia helped Ben out with 
some of the planning, as she was 

in charge of some of the commu-
nication and scheduling for the 
event. “Both Billy III and IV were 
incredibly eloquent and insightful 
in sharing advice and their career 
paths. I know I personally took 
a lot away about business, hard 
work, and failure,” Mia said.

Others who attended enjoyed 
the talk. “I think they were great 
choices, both entrepreneurs from 
different fields but the same kind 
of career path,” Mrs. Goss said. 
“Billy III with all of his restau-
rants, taking that leap of faith. His 
son runs his own business within 
a company. He’s responsible 
for bringing in clients and over-
seeing relationships. It’s not an 
easy career path, I like that they 
both shared that with the kids.” 

Ben said that the Grants 
talked about the struggles they 
overcame to get where they are. 
“They talked about a lot and 

got way more personal than I 
ever thought they would,” Ben 
said. “They talked about Billy 
Grant IV’s learning disability, 
and how [his]  career  and 
academic journey isn’t linear.”

Overall, students felt they 
learned a lot from all the honest 
stories and advice Billy Grant 
III and Billy Grant IV shared 
with the students who attended.

Hojnicki also said she really appre-
ciated his personality. “He is really 
funny too,” she she. “I always 
think of him as a kind of hip guy.” 

Ms. Hojnicki said that the 
Symposium class, in prepara-
tion for Mr. Whitehead’s visit, 
read six of his pieces and had 

discussions about race and other 
themes that his works address. 

The class also listened to 
his podcast interviews, wrote 
creative prose mimicking White-
head’s collection of essays (“The 
Colossus of New York”), did 
presentations about “The Under-
ground Railroad,” and taught 
classes across the school about 
Mr. Whitehead and his works. 

Ms. Hojnicki said that 
students dove deeply into “The 
Intuitionist.”  “We had an elevator 
engineer that works at Otis 
Elevator [English teacher Mela 
Frye’s husband, Brian Frye] come 
to our class and teach us about the 
mechanics of elevators to better 
understand Whitehead’s debut 
novel, ‘The Intuitionist,’ which 
revolves around the industry of 
elevator inspectors,” Ms. Hojnicki 
said. “I also had them do an 
Implicit Bias Test, which spurred 
an interesting conversation.” 

Ms. Hojnicki reflected upon 

her goals for the class. “I wanted 
us to examine Whitehead’s repre-
sentation of the complexity of the 
modern world and build commu-
nity by creating a unique shared 
experience,” Ms. Hojnicki said, 
“and as always to hone skills 
involving problem solving, 
reading, writing, and thinking.” 

She said that the value 
of these activities lies in their 
enabling us to build relation-
ship with each other and have 
deeper conversations that we 
might not have otherwise. 

Ms. Hojnicki said that 
all these previous preparations 
culminated in a dinner with Mr. 
Whitehead on Thursday, Dec 6. 

Symposium class senior 
Taline Norsigian said that everyone 
was a little nervous at the begin-
ning of the dinner, but Whitehead’s 
amiable character—letting them 
call him by his first name—made 

Continued on page 4. Colson Whitehead shares a laugh with the audience. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19. 

“[Lunch and 
Lead] is supposed 
to be more inti-
mate, with an 
intent of learning 
more about them, 
and really using 
the discussions to 
learn from these 
people.”

–Mrs. Goss

“Both Billy III 
and IV were 
incredibly 
eloquent and 
insightful.”

–Mia Seymour
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On Nov. 14, students from the 
New York Literature class embarked 
on a field trip into the city to explore its 
culture, watch a play, and further under-
stand the texts they discussed in class. 

English teacher William Martino said 
there were many reasons he decided to take 
the students to the beautiful city. “We spent so 
much time talking about New York City and 
my experience,” he said. “I wanted to share 
some part of that. Being in the city, seeing 
different neighborhoods brings the texts to 
life, and the students are able to make some 
sort of personal connections with the texts.” 

The students left early in the morning 
to catch the train from New Haven to 
Grand Central. From there, they hopped 
onto a subway to Union Square where 
they had some free time to go explore, 
eat lunch, or visit a local bookstore. 

Then, the class took the subway 
right into Times Square where they made 
their way to the theater to watch the play, 
“The Waverly Gallery.” Afterwards, 
students took a walk through Midtown 
before catching a train back home. 

Mr. Martino said he wanted to make 
it a memorable day for his class, and it was 
exciting to watch the play. “For many, it was 
their first Broadway play,” he said. “It was 
about a woman nearing the end of her life 
who was in Greenwich Village and owns an 
art gallery. She suffers from dementia, which 
keeps getting worse. The play explores the 
impact of dementia on an entire family, and 
the city is so important in terms of what it 
gave the main character. The actors were 

really good, and the play overall was just 
really poignant and heart wrenching,” he said. 

Senior  Mckenzie  Piehl  sa id 
that  she real ly enjoyed the play 
because it was so powerful and heavy. 

“It was nice to see it as a class 
because we were able to discuss and 
process the play in terms of what we 
have been learning in class,” she said. 

Senior Ryan Peterson said he agreed 
that watching a Broadway play and touring 
the city was really cool. “It helped us better 
visualize the texts we read in class,” he said. 

Senior Eryk Jones said that the relaxed 
nature of the trip really led him to experi-
ence the city in a unique way. “We didn’t 
have an explicit plan, so it was cool to 
just enjoy the city for what it is,” he said.  

Mckenzie agreed that the trip was 
overall an unforgettable experience. “Since 
our English class is New York Literature, it 
was nice to be able to go into the city and 
tie everything that we’ve learned and talked 
about from books together,” she said. “I 
definitely got a better sense of the culture.” 

Mr. Martino said that some of the texts 
the students read were “Let the Great World 
Spin” by Colum McCann, “The Fire Next 
Time” by James Baldwin, and “Death of 
a Salesman” by Arthur Miller. “In each of 
those books, I like to focus on the portrayal 
of New York itself and the relationships the 
characters have with the city, which can 
be vastly different,” he said. “New York 
is a character itself, and it is interesting 
to see the different ways it is portrayed.” 

Eryk said that “Let the Great World 
Spin” dealt with many different New 
Yorkers and their perspectives. “Seeing 

by Esha Kataria ’20

Memebers of the senior NY literature class smile on Broadway. Photo by Catherine Schieffelin. 

the multitude of people in Grand Central 
Station, I was able to understand the 
scope of how big the city was and how 
many different people there are,” he said. 

Ryan agreed that the trip really 
helped him connect to the texts they read 
as a class. “Sometimes books seem far 
fetched, but actually going and seeing 
what they are really about helps you 
materialize what you read,” he said. 

Mckenzie said the atmosphere was 
really great that day. “I think our trip greatly 
enriched my experience of the course,” 
she said. “The day we went into the city, 
everyone in my class had good energy, 
which made all the difference. We were all 
there because we wanted to be.” 

Eryk agreed that being able to bond 

in the city as a class was really fun. “My 
favorite part was when we would pass 
something and Mr. Martino would just 
completely geek over it,” he said. “It was 
interesting to see how familiar he was with 
the city, since he had lived there for a while.” 

Mr. Martino said he hoped the students 
got something out of the trip. “I wanted them 
to have a sense of independence, explore 
something off the beaten path in Union 
Square, and also take the fear of the mystery 
of the city out of the picture,” he said. “I 
really wish we could spend more time there.”

Mckenzie said that this trip was one 
worth remembering. “The city has so much 
to offer, and it has such a variety of cultures 
that you are not able to experience else-
where,” she said. “It truly never sleeps.”

Senior NY Lit class explores NYC 

On Monday, Nov. 19, Upper 
School students gathered in Roberts 
Theater for the Upper School Fall 
S p o r t s  C e l e b r a t i o n  A s s e m b l y. 

Senior Mia Seymour and senior 
Coltrane Joseph led the assembly 
because they are both executives of the 
Student Athletic Advisory Council, a 
student organization on campus with 
representatives from each sports team.

First, a slideshow created by 
Assistant Athletic Trainer Julie Rich-
ardson was shown, which consisted 
of team pictures and game pictures. 

Then students were instructed to look 
under their seats for randomly-placed sticky 
notes. Depending on the color of the Post-It 
note, students would participate in either a 
wheelbarrow race or “Wyvern Hot Potato.”

The wheelbarrow race occurred 
first. Four students were picked and put 
into two teams. Then one student had 
to hold up the other student’s legs and 
go up and down the aisle. Senior Madi 
Henry and freshman Natalia Correa won.

Then eight students who had red Post-
Its played Wyvern Hot Potato. Eight students 
went on stage and got Wyverns and passed 
them around until every student except for 
one was out. Senior Jack Cavo won the game.

T h e n  M i a  a n d  C o l t r a n e 
announced the awards, recognizing 
outstanding athletes in the community. 

The All-Stars for girls soccer 
were senior Charlotte Cyr and junior 
Jamie Scarpantonio. The All-Star for 
boys soccer was junior Nick Hamzavi.

Teams that made it into the post-
season were also recognized. The volley-
ball team played Pomfret in the NEPSAC 
championships and unfortunately 
lost. Football played Noble and Gree-

nough School and lost in a close game.
Senior Josh Leshem received 

The Unsung Hero Award for varsity 
football. Junior Angelina Masselli 
won  The  KOKO Sp i r i t  Award .

 Ali Miezels, manager of the cross 
country team, and sophomore Chris 
Morris, manager of the football team, 
won Managers of the Season. Sopho-
more Sydney Smith won Performance 
of the Season for varsity volleyball.

Senior Ananya Alleyne said that her 
favorite part of the assembly was the slide-
show. “It is always cool to see everyone in 
action, especially since I don’t go to most of 
the games,” she said. “It brings the commu-
nity together and brings out our school spirit.” 

The tradition of the sports celebration 
assemblies began in 2015 when Director of 
Althletics Debbie Fiske first came to KO. 
During Ms. Fiske’s first year at KO, she 
heard complaints about how there wasn’t 
enough recognition given to students in 
front of their peers, so she decided to create 
the sports assemblies as a way to do this. 

“You come together to be proud, 
no matter what level sport you are, 
and cheer each other on,” she said.

Originally, the assemblies would take 
place for an hour and a half in the evening 
so parents could attend, but then the assem-
blies were moved to Fridays during PLB. 

Ms. Fiske said that the Athletic 
Department decided to move the assembly to 
the daytime because schedules were so tight.

Mia said she thought the assembly 
was successful. “The SAAC execs wanted 
to make this assembly a lot more interac-
tive for the audience and give all students, 
not just the fall athletes, the opportunity 
to be involved,” she said.  “We received 
positive feedback from a lot of people, 
so I think that we will continue to make 
the assemblies interactive in some form.” 

On Nov. 27, at Danbury Superior 
Court, the Kingswood Oxford Mock Trial 
team, the Legal Wyverns, partook in the 
regional rounds of the annual Connect-
icut High School Mock Trial Tournament 
sponsored by Civics First, Inc. The team 
won trials as both plantiff and defense, 
sending them on to the next round.  

Every year, 13 or more KO students 
get ready for the trials by preparing 
a case and arguing both sides of it. 

The Legal Wyverns prepared with 
the help of Coach Ryan Costantini, Assis-
tant Coach and Legal Advisor Theresa 
Ravalese, and Assistant Coach and Legal 
Advisor Judge Budzik. Additionally, the 
three captains seniors Tom Betts, Mia 
Seymour, and Michael Autorino played 
a crucial role in the preparation process.

“The 2018-2019 Legal Wyverns 
consisted of fifteen students with repre-
sentatives from each form,” Mr. Costan-
tini said. “We have a very experienced 
team. All but one starter competed at 
either the middle or high school level 
last year. Combined, the team had a total 
of 63 years of mock trial experience.”

In the Regional Round of the 
competition both sides of the case, plain-
tiff and defense, need to win their respec-
tive trials for the team to move on.

The defense side of the case was 
made up of three lawyers, Tom, junior 
Aidan O’Loughlin, and freshman Pat 
Schwab. The three witnesses were sopho-
more Kyle Frankel, sophomore Risha 
Ranjan, and freshman Caroline Boardman. 
The Defense went up against Bethel High.  
According to the team, they did very well. 
“Our team had minimal time to prepare 
due to the early date of the competition 
and scheduling conflicts, but we were 

able to pull it together and give an impres-
sive performance on Tuesday,” Tom said. 

After the first trial was over, the plain-
tiffs’ trial was next against Fairfield Prep. 
The plaintiff side of the team was made 
up of the three lawyers: Mia, Michael, 
and sophomore Caitlin Budzik. Junior 
James Ravalese, junior Alyssa Pilecki, 
and freshman Will Wells played the three 
witnesses. Additionally, for both trials 
and sides of the team, senior Matthew 
Safalow was the timekeeper and/or bailiff. 

Mr. Constantini said that regard-
less of scheduling difficulties, the team 
did extremely well. “The team was chal-
lenged this year since we had less time 
to prepare than usual and I spent most 
of the fall out of the country for busi-
ness,” he said. “However, the team was 
able to leverage its years of experience 
and was prepared for the competition.”

Each trial went well, and the team 
felt good about its success. “Both teams 
won, so in that sense we performed well 
and moved on to the next round,” Mia 
said. “Regardless of the outcome, though, 
both lawyers and witnesses did a great 
job arguing for their respective side.”

Tom agreed that the team performed 
its best. “KO did very well, winning 
trials as both plaintiff and defense,” he 
said. “All of our material was done off 
script, which gave us a competitive edge. 
Despite facing criticism from judges 
during both trials, our lawyers were 
unfazed and were able to deliver effective 
examinations and argue objections well.”

Now that the team has won the 
regional rounds, they will move onto the 
next round, which is to be held in January. 
“It is really exciting that we are moving on to 
the next round because this is my fourth year 
in a row making it to the Quarter Finals,” 
Mia said.  “We have a very talented team.” 

KO celebrates sports  Mock Trial advances
by Aidan O’Loughlin ’20by Ben Poulios ’19
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The editorials below represent the collective 
opinion of the members of the KO News 
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Mackenzie McDonald, Noah Stanton, Kelly Malo-
ney, Alec Rossi, Lauren Barnes, Gwyneth McDon-
ald and Sasha Bash.

The editorials below represent the collective 
opinion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Ben Small, Nell Schwartz, Lian 
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Taline Norsigian, Luv Kataria, Maeve McDonald, 
Jaden DiMauro, and Alma Clark.
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I wrote an editorial in September 
about how we, as students, should 
value KO as more than a mere step-
ping stone on the way to college. 

In the wake of the New York Times’ 
recent investigative piece on the TM 
Landry College Preparatory School in 
Louisiana, I thought it would be appro-
priate and fitting to revisit the subject.

This editorial will serve as “part 
two” to the one from a few months back.

For those of you aren’t familiar with the 
recently-unearthed malevolence of the TM 
Landry school, I encourage you to the read 
the New York Times article that originally 
broke the story for a thorough understanding.

In their Nov. 30 article entitled, “Loui-
siana School Made Headlines for Sending 
Black Kids to Elite Colleges. Here’s the 
Reality,” Erica L.Green and Katie Benner 
detailed TM Landry’s numerous abuses.

Michael Landry and his wife run 
the small private school in Breaux Bridge, 
Louisiana that primarily attracts young 
black students from the surrounding areas. 

The school gained some national 
fame by virtue of the virality of its 
students’ Ivy League acceptance videos. 

However, in the vast majority of 
instances, these acceptances were predicated 
on fabrication on the part of Michael Landry. 

Mr. Landry habitually fabri-
ca t ed  s tuden t s ’ t r ansc r ip t s  and 
pulled accomplishes out of thin air. 

Many students were appalled 
when they found out about their 
t e a c h e r s ’ d u p l i c i t o u s  a c t i o n s .

In the article, many students said 
that they had a hard time adjusting to 
college life after their time at TM Landry. 

They pointed to the fact that Mr. 
Landry’s curriculum was exclusively 
focused on college admissions. “If it 
wasn’t on the ACT, I didn’t know it,” 
Bryson Sassau, a former TM Landry 
student, said, as reported by the Times.

Beyond his  fraudulence and 
his exclusive focus on test-prep, Mr. 
Landry ruled his school as a patriarch. 

His reign was charactered by a weird 
and deeply-troubling cult of personality. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  T i m e s , 
he  wou ld  r epea ted ly  abuse  h i s 
students physically and emotionally. 

One of his  favori te  “activi-
ties” was to have his students say 
“I love you” in different languages. 

One of these languages was 
so-called “Mike-a-nese.” In Mike’s 

fictional language, “I love you” trans-
lated into “Kneel.” Messed up, right?

I do not mean to compare KO to 
TM Landry in anyway whatsoever. That 
is not what I’m saying in the slightest. 
However, I think that TM Landry is 
emblematic of a larger societal trend 
that emphasizes college prestige and 
brand name to the exclusion of all else. 

In Mr. Landry’s case, he priori-
tized it over his students’ emotional, 
physical and intellectual well-being. 
And for that, he should be ashamed.

I  th ink that  we at  KO can 
take  two pr imary  lessons  away 
f rom the  TM Landry  s i tua t ion . 

The first is that we should de-emphasize 
“college prestige.” We conflate a college’s 
history, academic reputation, etc. with how 
well we will thrive in that environment.

I  know tha t  I ,  myse l f ,  am 
certainly guilty of this conflation, 
as I’m sure many of us at KO are. 

But remember the TM Landry 
students who got accepted to so-called 
“elite” institutions and then hated it? 

Though different, I think it’s impor-
tant for KO students to understand the 
culture of the place where they might 
spend the next four years of their lives. 
Blindly applying to all the Ivies probably 
isn’t a good ticket to success or happiness.

T h e  s e c o n d  i s  t h a t  w e 
should view our education at KO 
not simply as a means to an end. 

We should all be incredibly grateful 
for the fact that we don’t attend TM 
Landry, that our teachers and advisors care 
about us, that we are learning interesting 
and useful material in the classroom. We 
should embrace the opportunities given us. 

TM Landry is a reminder of what each 
and every one us can impose on ourselves. 

If we only value college accep-
tance, high test scores, and good grades, 
we become our own Michael Landrys. 
We impose boundaries on ourselves, 
preventing us from truly learning.

As midterms season draws to a 
close, I think it’s important not to view 
these exams as simply another hoop 
to jump through, another box to check 
off before we graduate and move on. 

As cl iche as  i t  sounds,  t ry 
to embrace what you’re learning. 

The most important lesson I learned 
from Mr. Goodman’s biology class—
aside from the workings of neurons, of 
course—was to be curious, to always 
try to seek out knowledge and to ask 
questions. KO rewards the curious!

by Ben Small ’19

Lessons from 
TM Landry

Often, teachers make it a point 
to ensure a productive and comfortable 
classroom environment for their students; 
however, no one is perfect, and there are 
often areas in which students feel their 
teacher could use some improvement.

 So, each department over the next few 
months will be sending out surveys for each 
student to review how their teachers carry the 
classroom and their general teaching style.

 Each year, when students receive this 
survey, some take their time to thoughtfully 
fill out the form while others brush it off, 
leaving short sentences and little thought. 

Some students do this because 
they don’t really care about the survey, 
and others do this because they feel the 
survey is ineffective and that teachers 
don’t really adjust the way they teach 
af ter  reading s tudent  comments .

But, the survey truly provides 
an opportunity for students to anony-
mously and honestly tell the teacher 
how they think the class has been going 
so far without fear of being penalized. 

The KO News suggests that if students 

want their teachers to take the surveys seri-
ously and use it as a platform for change, 
then students must also put as much effort 
when they take 15 minutes at the end of 
their designated period to fill out the survey. 

We recommend that each student 
should truthfully fill out the survey but 
also remember that teachers do have 
feelings and read all of the comments. 

We also want to encourage teachers to, 
after reading the filled out surveys, address 
what they noticed directly to the class in order 
to reassure students that they are paying atten-
tion and taking the students’ words to heart. 

The editorial board believes that 
these surveys are crucial for honest feed-
back from students so we want to remind 
the community that filling out this simple 
survey can serve as a great platform 
for change; it’s not just a silly survey. 

However, we do think that the survey 
could be put to better use this year than it 
has been in the past, assuming that students 
remain thoughtful in their comments and 
teachers are open to hearing feedback 
and making changes in their classrooms. 

As the end of 2018 nears and New 
Year’s Eve comes around once again, there is 
something many of us probably take part in: 
making New Year’s resolutions! It’s the start 
of a long road to a new and improved you. 

Students specifically set goals 
for the new year in hopes of having 
better success at school, whether 
that be academically or socially. 

Yet while most people have great 
resolution ideas such as studying more, 
focusing on work instead of parties, eating 
healthy, and making new friends, we all 
know that only a small percent of people 
ever really achieve their New Year’s reso-
lutions and end their old bad habits. We 
as a human species are notoriously bad at 
keeping promises and resisting tempta-
tions, and by the first few weeks of January 
most of these resolutions have fallen flat. 

The KO News believes that completing 
a New Year’s resolution can work if you set a 
goal that is actually doable and meaningful. 
The five easy steps we think will help you 
attain your New Year’s goal go as follows: 

One: make a short bucket list for the 
new year. Two: focus and make the process 

enjoyable. Three: set mini goals, small steps 
are still steps. Four: write about the resolution 
daily. Five: set goals that can be measured.

If you follow these steps, then 
completing a New Year’s resolution and 
reaching your goal is possible. Setting goals 
such as “studying more,” “eating healthy,” 
and  “making new friends” is too broad. 
Instead, set the goal on a smaller scale by 
saying you will look over your flashcards or 
notes for ten minutes every night, eat healthy 
snacks instead of vending machine food and 
try to talk to one new person every day. 

 Staying present and having a posi-
tive mindset while working on these goals 
is what will make the process enjoy-
able instead of painstaking. Additionally, 
reflecting on the resolution and journaling 
daily about what you’re doing to attain the 
goal will reinforce the hard work you have 
been putting in and keep you motivated. 

Remember that you are human, 
and it is okay to make mistakes and have 
relapses when reaching your resolu-
tions. No goals are achieved easily or 
overnight; hard work, determination and 
baby steps are what will get you there. 

New year, new you

Evaluate responsibly
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Gun control in the United 
States: a brief history

To preface, this article is 
not intended to present a political 
opinion or view on any of the 
topics discussed; it is, rather, an 
in-depth look at the history of 
federal gun control legislation in 
the United States in order to present 
mere facts to both political aisles. 
However, I do recognize that I 
have my own biases that have had 
an effect on my writing, so please 
keep that in mind as you read.

Gun control legislation 
in the United States begins in 
the 1930s as a direct result of 
‘gangland crime’ and the St. 
Valentine’s Day Massacre. 

The National Firearms Act 
passed in 1934 (referred to as the 
NFA), imposed a $200 tax (one that 
still exists today) on the manufac-
turing, transportation, and selling 
of specific firearms and firearms 
accessories. The firearms/accesso-
ries taxed included shotguns, rifles, 
machine guns, and silencers; at the 
time there were no federal restric-
tions on what type of weapons 
a private citizen could own. 

The Federal Firearms Act 
(FFA), passed in 1938, created 
the need for a Federal Firearms 
License (FFL) for firearms manu-
facturers (both domestic and 
foreign), importers, and dealers. It 
also mandated stores to maintain 
records of the firearms they sold.

The United States v. Miller, 
a 1939 Supreme Court case, dealt 
with the Second Amendment and 
NFA directly, though it was actu-
ally a ploy by a pro-gun control 
district judge, Heartsill Ragon. In 
the original case, Miller argued 
that the NFA was unconstitu-
tional, and therefore his posses-

Roasting myself 
sion of a sawed-off shotgun was 
legal. The judge ruled that the 
NFA did violate the Constitution, 
forcing the case to the Supreme 
Court. Ragon knew that Miller, 
who had recently testified against 
his gang, would be forced into 
hiding and would not be able to 
attend the Supreme Court appeal. 

The Supreme Court stated 
that there was no evidence that 
a sawed-off shotgun had “some 
reasonable relationship to the pres-
ervation or efficiency of a well-
regulated militia” and therefore 
could not determine whether or not 
the Second Amendment protected 
a private citizen to own one.

The first major federal 
limits on firearms occurred 
with the passing of the Gun 
Control Act (GCA) in 1968. 
This legislation updated the NFA 
(as a result of Constitutional 
issues) and replaced the FFA.

 The GCA implemented a 
federal age restriction of 21 for 
the purchasing of handguns and 
prohibited the mentally ill and 
felons from purchasing firearms. 

The bill also limited the 
importation of arms that had no 
“sporting purpose” and required 
all guns to have serial numbers. 
The 1986 Firearms Owners Protec-
tion Act limited ATF inspection 
to one per year (unless there was 
just cause) and allowed dealers to 
sell firearms at gun shows. This 
bill also added to the GCA with 
the prohibition of civilian owner-
ship and transfer of machine 
guns made after May of 1986.

Federal background checks 
came in 1993 with the Brady 
Handgun Violence Protection Act 
which amended the GCA. In addi-
tion to background checks, this bill 

also created the National Instant 
Criminal Background Check 
System (NICS), which is controlled 
by the FBI. Commonly known 
today as the ‘assault weapons ban,’ 
the 1994 Violent Crime Control 
and Law Enforcement Act prohib-
ited the production, transfer, and 
possession of so-called ‘assault 
weapons’ temporarily (between 
September of 1994 to September 
of 2004). With this legislation, 
19 specific and popular styles of 
firearms were banned (such as 
Armalite’s ever popular AR-15). 

The legislation also banned 
any semi-automatic firearm with 
a detachable magazine that has 
two or more “characteristics” of 
an assault weapon. These “char-
acteristics” ranged from pistol 
grips to barrel shrouds, and from 
adjustable stocks to weight limits. 

In recent years, the gun 
control debate has once again 
become a hot topic dividing 
the nation. However,  with all 
of the false or confusing infor-
mation coming from both 
sides of the debate, it remains 
important for individuals to 
conduct their own research 
to separate fact from fiction. 

The fundamental issue 
that plagues the topic of gun 
control,  and America as a 
whole, is the inability of both 
sides to listen to one another 
and create solutions together. 

With a divided govern-
ment and country we, as Ameri-
cans, will never be able to solve 
any of our problems, let alone 
the issues of firearms legislation. 

Americans must come 
together and compromise as 
we have in the past, or else 
the country has sealed its fate.

Thank you from Loaves and Fishes

Well, because I know you are 
all wondering how and why I’m the 
coolest person ever, I am going to 
break it down for you guys. Crazi-
ness, procrastination and humor 
all came together, and boom I was 
created. And it’s because of that 
humor that I am going to unabash-
edly roast and toast myself in this 
article so you beautiful readers 
can get a chuckle. I’m going to 
focus on a few things, Snapchat-
ting, being a Kardashian fan, and 
listening to musical theater songs 
to pump me up in the morning! 

First things first, you have 
to wake up in the morning and 
get the perfect Snapchat streak 
to send. Why do I do this when I 
could easily send a picture of the 
outdoors or my dog you ask? I 
couldn’t tell you!! But I have to 
flex my outfit that I spend so long 
putting together, so it is what it is.

An important aspect of 
my life is my fan obsession (one 
could call it) with the Kardashian 
family. And honestly guys, I’m not 
embarrassed to roast myself for it! 
Kourtney, Kim, Khloe, Kendall, 
Kylie, Rob and her majesty herself 
Kris Jenner have my heart. I don’t 
know what specifically captivates 
me, from their sense of style, their 
hilarious and outrageous comments 
or the hot family tea that is always 
spilled in every episode. Either 
way, I’m a full fledged fan of the 
most famous family in America! 

It’s undeniable. The family 
is entertaining, so at least they are 
doing something right. I’m not 
just fans of the OG Kardashian/
Jenner clan; the next generation 
of Kardashians comprised of 
the children, Mason, Penelope, 
Reign, North, Saint, Chicago, 
True and Stormi are undoubt-

edly more famous than any other 
child in this country and probably 
the world and they also happen 
to just be so cute and precious! 

 I would like to take this 
opportunity to say while some 
of the Kardashian’s comments 
and media presence may be 
controversial, they have done 
amazing things because of their 
fame. From supporting the gun 
rights movement to promoting 
prison reform and spreading 
awareness about Planned Parent-
hood, they have continuously 
proven that they are using their 
voices and platform for good. 

I’ve been a fan of the 
Kardashians for around five years, 
but I’ve been a musical theater fan 
for even longer. I’m thankful my 
parents chose to introduce me to 
musicals at a young age and took 
me and my brother to see “Wicked,” 
“Hamilton,” and more. Whenever 
we would go on long car rides, they 
would play musical soundtracks. 

Even though I’m older and 
my music taste has evolved to 
include rap and pop, I still love 
listening to musical theater songs 
to pump me up in the morning. 
If you see me on the highway 
and I’m dramatically belting out 
lyrics, you can bet I’m probably 
singing along to to the “Hamilton” 
soundtrack. The funny thing 
is, I hate publically singing in 
front of people. My chorus days 
were tragic. Just ask some of 
my friends how off key I sing. 
Yet I will continue to sing along 
loudly in my car or my shower 
in some instances to musicals. 

Now I could expose myself 
even more and tell you about my old 
obsession with One Direction and 
the Jonas Brothers and my current 
strange love of YouTube, but I’ll 
spare you the time and brain cells! 

by Spencer Schaller ’20

by Nell Schwartz ’19
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D e a r  F r i e n d s ,
We want to thank you once again for the absolutely incredibly work your community continues to do 

on behalf of Loaves & Fishes Ministries.  On the Tuesday before Thanksgiving, 2 school “toasters” filled to 
bursting with students and holiday food arrived at our doors– the result of a community-wide effort led by Mrs. 
Elizabeth Repp from the Middle School to help feed our client families at Thanksgiving—a record amount of 
food!  A huge amount of work goes into this annual effort which this year was again extremely well organized.  
We had bags and boxes crammed with stuffing, canned yams, potatoes, green beans, gravy, cereal, cranberry 
sauce, crackers, candy—an unbelievable amount to hand out.  This year it was all organized by food item, 
which made our job that much easier.  We were able to create 75 pantry for our clients filled with everything 
they needed for a Thanksgiving feast—these bags were handed out on Thanksgiving Day to all who ate in the 
soup kitchen.  As always, we are impressed by the spirit of caring that Kingswood shows to others, and your 
students’ great interest in learning about and helping those in different and often difficult situations.  We also 
wish to thank the Upper School for the collection of Halloween candy that was donated and which was bagged 
and given to clients as a treat as they left the dining room after the same meal (and which was hugely popular!).  
Loaves & Fishes could not function at the same level without Kingswood’s generosity and support in furthering 
our work in the Asylum Hill neighborhood of Hartford.  We thank you for your continued generosity to us.

Individuals come in for a meal and find so much more at Loaves and Fishes.  Our job training counselor, 
on-site in the soup kitchen 5 days a week, motivates clients looking for work.  In 2017, 691 jobs were posted on 
the Job Wall, 473 appointments filled with individuals to complete on-line applications and develop resumes, 
and fifteen (15) individuals were hired with our help through our jobs program.  We have also worked hard to 
increase our ties with other neighborhood partners who serve our clients, so that by working in a targeted and 
collaborative manner with area non-profits we are moving clients towards more stable lives in multiple ways. 

In the Asylum Hill neighborhood of Hartford, very low food security is what we address every day at 
Loaves and Fishes.  Clients report their lives changed because they come to the soup kitchen hungry and leave 
having eaten what is often their only hot meal of the day.  The need will grow, and we will continue to address 
it through the soup kitchen and our related programs that address the root causes of poverty and economic 
development. We appreciate your commitment to our clients.  We want you to know of our appreciation.  
We hope you all enjoyed a joyful Thanksgiving, and Happy Holidays to all of you in the coming season.

Sincerely,

We want to thank you 
once again for the absolutely 
incredible work your commu-
nity continues to do on behalf 
of Loaves & Fishes Ministries. 

 On the Tuesday before 
Thanksgiving, two school 
“toasters” filled to bursting 
with students and holiday food 
arrived at our doors– the result 
of a community-wide effort led 
by Mrs. Elizabeth Repp from 
the Middle School to help feed 
our client families at Thanks-
giving—a record amount of food!  

A huge amount of work 
goes into this annual effort which 
this year was again extremely 
well organized.  We had bags and 
boxes crammed with stuffing, 
canned yams, potatoes, green 
beans, gravy, cereal, cranberry 
sauce, crackers, candy—an 
unbelievable amount to hand out.  

This year it was all orga-
nized by food item, which made 
our job that much easier. We were 
able to create 75 pantries for our 
clients filled with everything 
they needed for a Thanksgiving 
feast—these bags were handed 
out on Thanksgiving Day to 

all who ate in the soup kitchen.  
As always, we are impressed 

by the spirit of caring that King-
swood shows to others, and your 
students’ great interest in learning 
about and helping those in different 
and often difficult situations.  

We also wish to thank the 
Upper School for the collection of 
Halloween candy that was donated 
and which was bagged and given 
to clients as a treat as they left the 
dining room after the same meal 
(and which was hugely popular!).  

Loaves & Fishes could not 
function at the same level without 
Kingswood’s generosity and 
support in furthering our work 
in the Asylum Hill neighborhood 
of Hartford. We thank you for 
your continued generosity to us.

Individuals come in for 
a meal and find so much more 
at Loaves and Fishes.  Our job 
training counselor, on-site in the 
soup kitchen 5 days a week, moti-
vates clients looking for work.  
In 2017, 691 jobs were posted 
on the Job Wall, 473 appoint-
ments filled with individuals to 
complete on-line applications and 
develop resumes, and fifteen (15) 
individuals were hired with our 

help through our jobs program. 
We have also worked hard to 
increase our ties with other 
neighborhood partners who serve 
our clients, so that by working 
in a targeted and collaborative 
manner with area non-profits we 
are moving clients towards more 
stable lives in multiple ways. 

In the Asylum Hill neigh-
borhood of Hartford, very 
low food security is what we 
address every day at Loaves 
and Fishes.  Clients report their 
lives changed because they come 
to the soup kitchen hungry and 
leave having eaten what is often 
their only hot meal of the day. 

The need will grow, and 
we will continue to address it 
through the soup kitchen and 
our related programs that address 
the root causes of poverty and 
economic development. We 
appreciate your commitment to 
our clients.  We want you to know 
of our appreciation. We hope 
you all enjoyed a joyful Thanks-
giving, and Happy Holidays to 
all of you in the coming season.

Dear Friends,

Sincerely,
Allison Hild

Executive Director

t h e m  f e e l  r e a l l y 
comfortable to ask him all 
of their burning questions. 

A n o t h e r  m e m b e r  o f 
the Symposium class, senior 
Ali Meizels,  said that the 
dinner was the highlight of 
Whitehead’s visi t  for her. 

“It’s cool to hear him 
talk,” Ali said, “and he is so 
nice: he is willing to talk to all 
of us, sign books, and answer 
questions that might have came 
up many times before without 
showing any sign of boredom.” 

Taline said that she was 
definitely not disappointed 
by his address to the Upper 
School the following day. 

“Just like his writing, his 
assembly monologue describes him 
very well as a quirky, hardworking, 
and brilliant person,” Taline said. 
“For someone who is surrounded 
by the press—since he does get a 
lot of recognition for his novels—
he is very real, and I think through 
every moment he was there, he was 
trying to be himself and nothing 
more, which is very refreshing.”

Whitehead’s assembly 

speech left a deep impression 
on many in the KO commu-
nity. He even earned a standing 
ovation from the Upper School 
crowd. Senior Ben Small said 
that he thought that the ovation 
was warranted.“Whitehead had 
a unique way of engaging with 
the community,” he said. “He 
is really funny by nature, and I 
think that sense of humor came 
through in his writing as well 
as his assembly monologue.” 

Many students thought 
Mr.  Whitehead brought  a 
fresh perspective to the stage. 

“I think he reinvigorated 
people’s excitement for future 
Symposium authors as he was 
definitely captivating,” senior 
Lian Wolman said. “He began 
with a funny and interesting speech 
followed by a passage reading of 
his own work and then answered 
questions from the audience. He 
responded to each question truth-
fully, and it was clear that he was 
not holding back. It was really 
great and did not feel forced.”

J u n i o r  L u v  K a t a r i a 
expressed a similar view. “It’s clear 
that Whitehead made sure to have 
fun with the audience,” he said.  

Continued from page 1.

Colson captivates
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The flood begins every 
December, when every Christmas 
movie the Hallmark channel has 
ever made saturates the airwaves 
and flows into every household in 
America. I know this because Hall-
mark movie season is in full swing 
in my house. The Carroll household 
plays at least one of these cinematic 
wonders at some point every day. 

Yesterday I watched two 
Hallmark Christmas movies in a 
row that took place in Pemberley. I 
have no idea what or where that is. I 
don’t even know if it’s a real place. 

But I do know that I 
want to go there and that it’s 
magical because it seems to be 
the only place that can pry the 
love of Christmas out of even 
the coldest, most buttoned-up 
and walled-off men and women.

Some common knowledge 
about Hallmark Christmas movies 
is that they present a perfect version 
of our imperfect world. They also 
don’t feature many black people. 

But I’d like to present 
to you an in-depth and prac-
tical viewing guide to Hallmark 
Christmas movies so that you 
can better handle the onslaught 
of these films. I’d like to start 
with characters and casting.

Let’s say you’re casting a 
Hallmark movie. There are a few 

things you’d look for in an actor or 
actress, but the first question you 
need to ask yourself is this: Have 
I seen you in something before? If 
you can’t tell, but this person still 
looks familiar or recognizable or 
fame-adjacent, then you’ve got a 
Hallmark movie star on your hands.

You want the female lead to 
have massive doe-eyes, eyes so big 
that you’re almost concerned that 
her tiny head can’t hold the mass 
of her gargantuan eyes and at any 
moment her face might crumble 
beneath their sheer weight. 

It’s also crucial that the 
male lead is completely unforget-
table, like if you were to create 
the average American man and 
then make them slightly more 
attractive. A general rule of thumb 
is that you want the stars to look 
like someone who used to be on 
“Glee,” or remind you of someone 
who was the second choice for a 
role in a hospital procedural.

In most of these movies, 
there’s some sort of evil woman, 
a woman who is trying to steal 
the female lead’s crush or have 
her leave the small New England 
town where she’s been staying. 

There are three ways to tell 
if a woman in a Hallmark movie 
is evil: First, she’s wearing red 
lipstick. Second, she’s the female 
lead’s boss, and is always pulling 
the lead away from her love interest 

with calls and concerns about “the 
board of directors,” and “the pitch 
that could make their careers.” 
Finally, she’s old (over 40).

I’ve also noticed a few recur-
ring plot points in these Christmas 
movies, like how at some point a 
man dressed as Santa that has all 
the wisdom of the real Santa will 
give someone key advice. Later 
in the movie, the filmmakers 
may or may not reveal that this 
man is actually the real Santa.

 In every Christmas movie, 
there are only two types of people: 
People who love “Die Hard” 
and insist it’s the best Christmas 
movie ever made and people 
who’ve literally never heard of 
“Die Hard” in their entire life. 

Each type of person has 
somehow gone through their 
adult life completely unaware 
of the other half of the popula-
tion, but they will always meet 
and then eventually fall in love. 

Usually the way it works is 
that the guy loves “Die Hard,” and 
the girl has never heard of it, but if 
the movie wants to show that the 
girl is “cool” and “not like other 
girls” then they’ll make her the 
“Die Hard” fan. And every so often, 
the guy will start to mansplain “Die 
Hard,” but then the girl will inter-
rupt him and explain that she has, 
in fact, seen “Die Hard” because 
she has some amount of brothers.

Every good movie needs 
themes,  and these movies 
certainly feature a few running 
themes of their own. Let’s 
go over a couple, shall we?

 New York is evil. It’s like 
a vacuum that sucks out people’s 
flannel wardrobe and belief in 
the Christmas spirit and replaces 
it with suits and pain (never trust 
someone in a suit in one of these 
movies). It’s an all-around awful 
place. The suburbs are worth-
less, too. A small New England 
town in the woods, however? 
Now that’s the place to be. 

New York is a place filled 
with people who say things like, 
“I’m late to this meeting” and “just 
take the L-Train.” But here are no 
business meetings or L-Trains in 
the small towns of New England’s. 
In every New England small town, 
everyone wakes up during or 
after sunrise and wears sweaters. 

Here, the only meetings 
are about planning the winter 
festival, and L-Train stands for 
Little Train because the only 
trains they have are small trains 
carrying presents and children, 
or even smaller miniature trains 
that chug around Christmas trees.

In these movies, love 
conquers all, or at least most. 
Love can stop a big corpora-
tion from bulldozing the town’s 
Christmas t ree farm. And 

yes, love can bring together a 
prince and a common woman 
despite his arranged marriage. 

But alas, there are some 
problems that Hallmark’s brand of 
love just cannot seem to conquer. 
In Hallmark’s pursuit of depicting 
a more perfect world, you’ll notice 
that some things may not even exist 
in these movies. Problems deemed 
too harsh and unsolvable to 
mention in even the most political 
Hallmark Christmas movie, like 
“Christmas at the Palace.” Things 
like war and racism. Presumably, 
this is the same reason that there 
are no gay people in these movies.

It’s easy for me to sit here 
and mock Hallmark Christmas 
movies just because they’re formu-
laic or bad, but these movies aren’t 
made to win awards. They’re 
made to comfort the viewers. 

And i t ’s  working,  as 
evidenced by them being one of 
the only non-news channels to 
have any substantial increase in 
viewership in 2017. That success 
is because Hallmark appeals 
to the wants and needs of their 
viewers, particularly escapism. 

Hallmark’s mission is to 
help their viewers escape into a 
more perfect world, a world where 
there is a hometown hunk for every 
big city girl, where Christmas 
magic can solve every problem, 
and where there are no gay people.

Standardized tests and 
socioecenomic inequality

by Dan Carroll ’19

A guide to Hallmark Christmas movies

In theory, the concept of 
a test that is fair for all students 
and that accurately measures 
how prepared a student is for 
college sounds like a good idea. 
According to the Princeton 
Review, the purpose of the SAT is 
to assess how prepared a student 
is for college and to provide 
colleges with one common data 
point to compare all applicants. 

In practice, however, these 
tests are not as fair as they claim 
to be for a number of reasons. 
These tests do not take into 
account that some students have 
test anxiety, which can affect 
performance or learning differ-
ences that make sitting down for an 
extended period of time difficult. 

While these problems with 
standardized tests should be enough 
alone to raise concerns, one of the 
most alarming issues with stan-
dardized tests is that they perpet-
uate socioeconomic inequality. 

Many students here at KO 
in my grade, form 5, have already 
started preparing for the SAT and 
other standardized tests, myself 
included. While some students 
have opted to buy a practice 
book, many are seeing tutors, 
both privately or in small classes. 

Of course there is no issue 
with students making an effort to 
get the best score they can get, but 
these classes or private tutoring 

sessions cost a lot of money which 
can be difficult or impossible for 
some to afford. SAT prepara-
tion classes cost over a thousand 
dollars for a course, and private 
tutoring can cost upwards of 
two hundred dollars per session. 

Additionally, students who 
attend private schools such as KO 
are exposed to more resources 
for standardized test prepara-
tion starting at an earlier age. 
For example, here at KO when 
students are in their sophomore 
year, they are exposed to both 
SAT and ACT practice tests. 

At KO, students are educated 
about both of the tests along with 
their similarities and their differ-
ences.  This helps students to 
decide on which test it is best for 
them to focus or to determine if 
they should take both. There is no 
denying that students who attend 
KO or schools like KO are much 
more prepared for these tests much 
earlier than students elsewhere. 

Both outside tutors focusing 
on test preparation and schools 
that educate their students on 
the tests are incredible and help 
students tremendously with not 
only feeling more confident when 
taking the tests but also improving 
their scores. There is no doubt that 
the longer one spends studying and 
learning strategies for taking the 
SAT and the ACT, the better they 
will perform on the actual test day. 

Students from a lower 

socioeconomic background are at 
an inherent disadvantage when it 
comes to taking these tests simply 
because they cannot afford profes-
sional help to raise their score. 

Their disadvantage here puts 
them at another disadvantage when 
applying to schools because of how 
heavily weighted test scores are 
in the college admission process. 

If a student with this 
background cannot attend a 
good college, then they have a 
low chance of improving their 
socioeconomic status, whereas 
a student who can afford test 
prep and private school has a 
higher chance of being accepted 
into a more prestigious college 
and maintaining their status. 

This is a factor that under-
mines the American Dream and 
the myth that all one has to do 
is work hard in order to improve 
their social and economic standing. 

According to the Federal 
Reserve Bank of San Francisco, 
over half of children born in the 
higher income brackets receive 
college degrees where only 7 
percent of the children born in 
the lowest income brackets do. 

College degrees enable 
people to receive higher paying 
jobs and raise their socioeco-
nomic status, so having a test that 
puts those with lower socioeco-
nomic backgrounds at a disadvan-
tage perpetuates inequality and 
thwarts socioeconomic mobility. 

by Juliana Kulak ’20

Holiday Playlist
1. “The Chanukah Song”  
 -Adam Sandler 

2. “Mistletoe”  
 -Justin Bieber  

3. “All I Want For Christmas Is You” 
 -Mariah Carey  

4. “You’re a Mean One Mr. Grinch” 
 -Tyler the Creator 

5. “Run Run Rudolph” 
 -Chuck Berry 

6. “Jingle Bell Rock” 
 -Joe Beal and Jim Boothe  

7. “Blue Christmas” 
 -Elvis Presley 
 
8. “Christmas in tha Dogg House”  
 -Snoop Dogg 
 
9. “Ludacrismas” 
 -Ludacris 

 10. “Santa Baby” 
 -Run-DMC, Mase, Snoop              
           Dogg, Salt-N-Peppa, Onyx,
           and Keith Murray
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The word marginalize, 
having gained recent importance 
in the 21st century according 
to the Google “mentions” chart 
for the word, means to “treat (a 
person, group, or concept) as 
insignificant or peripheral.” The 
community at KO, while seen 
as an accepting place, has been 
a place where the marginaliza-
tion of various groups occurs. 

These groups are not neces-
sarily being marginalized by 
the KO community itself or the 
school administration; in fact, 
the KO administrative team has 
done a fantastic job attempting to 
minimize all possible marginaliza-
tion that may occur on campus. 

Clubs such as the Gender 
and Sexuality Alliance (GSA) 
and Orange is the New Grey exist 
for students who are members 
of these societal marginal-
ized groups to come together, 
allowing these students a safe 
environment where they can 
speak freely about relevant issues.

As a proud conservative and 
seven-year student at KO, I have 
never felt the privilege of being 
a member of this aforementioned 
environment: a safe place where I 
could speak freely about relevant 
issues. Throughout my time at KO, 
I have been a member of an envi-
ronment that is quite the contrary. 

When I was in middle 
school at KO, I began to discover 
my conservative views. Luckily, I 
had the opportunity to learn from a 
great group of history teachers who 
never brought their personal biases 
into the classroom. I still cannot 
even begin to guess their political 
leanings to this day. This is the type 
of learning and the type of environ-
ment that I wish would be fostered 
at KO, where there is not a right or 
a wrong way to think. This type of 
environment empowers students 
to have true intellectual diversity.

Through various commis-
sioned assemblies and diversity 
workshops during my middle 
school and early high school 
years, I began to hide my conser-
vative views. Every speaker that 
has been chosen to come to KO, 
be it an English Symposium 
author or a diversity day speaker, 
clearly has expressed liberal views. 

The KO administration 
clearly has no qualms with these 
speakers, not even bringing 
in a speaker with a somewhat 
opposing view once in my seven 
years at this school. This sort of 
selection for speakers and prior 
diversity assemblies does not 
promote civil discourse and intel-
lectual diversity when the school 
administration is clearly in support 
of one side of the argument. 

Entering high school, I 
began to notice that every teacher 
that I was learning from had a 

similar liberal viewpoint. While 
some tried hard to keep their 
political leanings hidden, some 
went on rants bashing conserva-
tives and President Trump. I sat 
silently in the classroom when this 
happened, afraid to say something 
that would challenge someone 
responsible for grading my tests.

 I was also afraid of writing 
my conservative beliefs on 
paper, often writing as though I 
was a liberal at times. I created 
sentences on vocabulary quizzes 
that would bash President Trump 
because I knew that when I did, 
the teacher would draw a little 
smiley face next to it and I would 
almost always receive full credit. 

My true conservative views 
could not be expressed. I had been 
treated as “insignificant or periph-
eral” by the KO community and was 
the true victim of marginalization.

 This type of marginal-
ization was different than what 
members of the LGBTQ commu-
nity and females were facing; it 
occurred within our very own 
community. Bigoted members 
of our community roam freely, 
being allowed to have “intol-
erance for those who hold 
different opinions from oneself.”

At the beginning of this 
year, I officially decided that I 
would publicly express my views 
as a conservative and finally form 
a club at KO where these marginal-
ized students could discuss topics 
in a safe environment. Many 
liberal students supported me in 
my creation of KO Conserva-
tive Diversity, which made me 
very excited about finally being 
able to express my opinions. 

Sadly, through friends, I 
found out that students, some who 
are leaders and active members 
of social justice clubs claiming 
to “make sure all perspectives are 
heard”, were personally attacking 
me on social media. People who 
do this sort of thing to fellow 
classmates are simply bigots. 

These attacks occurred 
because I expressed my opinion 
to have a conservative club on 
campus, in an attempt to create a 
safe environment for a marginal-
ized group. Conservative students 
are, quite possibly, the most 
marginalized group within the 
KO community, being consis-
tently treated as “insignificant or 
peripheral” by teachers, admin-
istrators, and fellow students. 

The marginalization of such 
a large group of students by an 
entire school community will not 
encourage civil discourse to occur, 
in fact, it will only foster bigotry. 
I believe that we need change and 
that this change can come from 
every member of the KO commu-
nity working hand in hand, in hopes 
of creating a truly diverse envi-
ronment where no students feel 
marginalized the way that I have. 

Conservatives: 
KO’s most mar-
ginalized group

Today I stayed home from 
school “sick.” About halfway 
through the day, I realized that I 
should consider starting my home-
work. I wasn’t really feeling it at 
that moment, so I decided to get 
productive in another way because 
as long as I was getting something 
done, it didn’t really matter what 
it was. I began to clean my room. 

As I cleared off the paper 
riddled shelves next to my bed 
(most of which was old school 
supplies and notes), I came across 
something that would put a halt to 
my cleaning. The very first thing I 
saw was a folder with my name on 
it. I knew I recognized it. I opened 
it up to find a bunch of old letters/
cards from loved ones. Then under 
that lay a book (written by yours 
truly) called “The Fire.” It was 
about a fire. Yes, second grade 
me was very creative, I’m aware. 
Underneath that sat my binder full 
of basketball cards, a One Direction 
magazine, and a Katy Perry book. 

This is when I realized this 
was the stash of items I once found 
most important to me. Although 
they may seem to hold little signifi-
cant value to my life now, I couldn’t 
bring myself to throw them into 
the trash bag where my four years 
worth of illegible school notes 
rested. If I’ve kept these papers 
for so long there must be a reason. 

Reading through my book 
was interesting. After stumbling 
through many spelling errors and 

failed attempts at humor, I just 
appreciate how lucky I was to 
have something like this to look 
back on. Teachers are always 
asking us to consider our growth 
as writers and compare old essays 
to new ones. After reading second 
grade Maeve’s writing and now 
actually currently writing as 
present day Maeve, I can see that 
I should be proud of how I have 
developed as a writer, although 
my spelling literally has not gotten 
any better. If spell check wasn’t a 
thing, you’d have a better chance 
winning the lottery than being 
able to get through this article. 

I completely forgot I was so 
fascinated with collecting basket-
ball cards until I saw a binder full 
of them. Well, not completely 
full. At some point, I stopped 
putting basketball cards in there 
and started putting pictures of 
animals from National Geographic 
in there. It was interesting to see 
such a distinct shift in interest 
that I clearly had. I also liked that 
because I kept this, I was able to 
reminisce about something that 
used to be such a big part of my life. 
Like, collecting cards back then 
was something that made me really 
happy, and I don’t think I would 
have remembered that unless I 
had some of them to look back on. 

Next, I came across a letter 
I wrote about basketball in 2012 
when I was on the West Hartford 
travel basketball team (which 
I was unjustly cut from a year 
later). Basketball had always 
been so important to me and for 
the longest time was what I saw 
myself doing for the rest of my 
life. As I read, I remembered how 
I used to feel on the court, although 
I have no desire to play now. It 
felt weird to read something only 
six years old and see how much 
had changed. At the end of the 

by Maeve McDonald ’19

by Matt Safalow ’19

A walk down memory lane

In the past few years, I 
have written multiple articles 
regarding the NFL and its general 
disfunction. However, I have yet 
to address the NFL’s growing 
problem with domestic abuse, 
brought yet again to the head-
lines by Kansas City Chiefs 
running back Kareem Hunt. A 
video of Hunt violently assaulting 
a woman in a hotel lobby in 
February was recently released by 
TMZ Sports, in response to which 
the Chiefs prompt waived Hunt. 

The move was shocking 
to many due to Hunt’s promi-
nence but was widely praised as 
a firm stance by the Chiefs against 
domestic violence and violence 
against women. While this may 
appear to be the case, this scenario 
is far from the norm and is, in 
actuality, fraught with hypocrisy. 

While the Chiefs organiza-
tion took a stance by cutting Hunt, 
the NFL itself has done nothing 
in the form of discipline against 
him. This is far from the first 
time the NFL has been disturb-

ingly lackadaisical in how it deals 
with players accused of domestic 
violence. For example, in a 2014 
video, again released by TMZ, then 
Baltimore Ravens running back 
Ray Rice was shown knocking 
his fiancee out cold in an elevator. 

The story garnered national 
attention and outrage accentuated 
by the fact that Rice only received 
a two game suspension. While the 
Rice’s newfound notoriety meant 
that no team picked him up, the 
NFL did not take proper action 
and make this an impossibility. 

More recently, San Fran-
cisco 49ers linebacker Reuben 
Foster was arrested on domestic 
violence charges against his then 
girlfriend Elissa Ennis causing 
the 49ers to drop him. Unlike 
Rice however, Foster was claimed 
by the Washington Redskins, 
as the NFL has currently taken 
no action to discipline him. 

Unfortunately, this is not an 
isolated incident. Players such as 
Ezekiel Elliott, Joe Mixon, Gareon 
Conley, Brandon Marshall and 
Frostee Rucker just to name a few, 
have been accused of either phys-

ical or sexual assault and are all 
currently playing in the NFL. This 
pattern of action, or lack thereof, 
demonstrates the NFL’s prioriti-
zation of their players, and thus 
profits, over justice for victims.

Finally, while many are 
lauding the Chiefs organiza-
tion for their handling of the 
Hunt case, it seems to have been 
forgotten that the Chief’s star wide 
receiver Tyreek Hill plead guilty to 
punching and choking his pregnant 
girlfriend while in college. With 
full knowledge of this, the orga-
nization still made the decision to 
draft Hill in the 5th round of the 
2016 draft and keep him on the 
team even after the Hunt incident. 

This  double s tandard 
demonstrates just how far the NFL 
as an organization still has to go 
regarding is handling of domestic 
violence. While the handling of 
Kareem Hunt shows that prog-
ress can be made, the fact that 
someone like Tyreek Hill is still 
allowed to make a roster shows 
that the league has a long way to 
go before it is no longer complicit 
in the crimes of its players. 

by Jaden DiMauro ’20

Domestic violence: the NFL

I opened it up to 
find a bunch of 
old letters/cards 
from loved ones.

letter I state that my basketball 
dreams are becoming smaller 
and smaller every year because 
I am starting to have other inter-
ests. Eleven year old me proved 
to be quite wise, as those dreams 
did in fact continue to shrink, 
and now I have other aspirations. 

The old letters from my 
parents and my old best friend were 
my favorite things to read out of 
anything I found. Seeing the cute 
cards my neighbor used to make 
me when we were super close 
reminded me of what it felt like to 
be friends with her and made me 
think about why it was we drifted 
apart. On one of my birthday cards 
she wrote, “best friends forever.” 

I am thankful to have 
found those cards today because 
they made me want to reconnect 
with the person I used to call 
my best friend. I don’t think I 
ever want to get rid of the letters 
and cards I have saved from my 
parents. Reading the birthday 
cards from my mom when I was 
much younger was really cool.

I even kept a note from my 
dad that he must have put in my 
lunch box many summers ago, as 
it read “I love you maeve, have 
a great day at basketball camp 
today! Love, Dad.” This seems 
like something so insignificant, but 
after time passes these things hold 
more and more value. It reminds 
me that some things don’t change.

I encourage you all to hold 
on to old letters from yourself or 
others because they hold more and 
more meaning as time moves on. 
After finding these old papers I 
was reminded of how much some 
things have changed, like aspira-
tions and interests, but also how 
some things do not change, like the 
love expressed towards me in those 
letters from my friends and parents. 

P.S. I am not a hoarder. I swear. 
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Niki: Marvel-obsessed, well-dressed?
by Madeline Arcaro ’21

So I’ve known Niki Taylor 
for over a year now. We had 
English class together for our 
Freshman year, took Journalism 
together second semester, and now 
we’re both associate editors for 
the reviews section. We’ve gotten 
to know each other pretty well.

In case you didn’t know, the 
entire KO News staff meets twice 
for every issue we come out with. 
Even though we have only a few 
times where we’re all together, I 
found that the reviews section is 
pretty close as a whole. During 
those two meetings a month, we 
have a lot of fun, and we’ve all 
shared inside jokes. We have two 
lists that we keep, “Funny things 
that happen at KO News meetings,” 
and “Things Jaden DiMauro likes.” 
We also have a group chat for the 
four of us editors, Niki, Jaden 
DiMauro, Bella Leuschner, and I. 
So through all this, Niki and I have 
become pretty close, and I feel like 
we know each other pretty well. 

So, after the three months 
we’ve written on the staff together 
and over a year of knowing each 
other, we’ve decided we’re gonna 
review each other after not much 
consideration. I’m going to take 
you all into the insaneness that 
is the reviews section of the 
paper, focusing specifically on 
Niki. But before I do that, I’d 
like to get into some other things.

Look, I love Niki. She never 
fails to make me and others laugh, 
and she’s genuinely a sweet, 
kind, intelligent person. That 
being said, she’s absolutely crazy. 

I think I’m going to start 
with her insane obsession with 
Marvel. I have my own obsessions, 
I’m aware, but Niki’s obsession 
with Marvel has blown anything 
anyone has ever liked out of the 
water. She’s seen every single 
movie, has enough Marvel gear 

to fill up my closet, and the worst 
part is that she’s not even afraid to 
talk about it. Ever. For the October 
issue of the KO News, Jaden and 
Niki decided to do opposing 
reviews of Marvel. Niki’s being 
positive of course. That’s fine. We 
all have our opinions on the news. 
I write a 1000 word article about 
makeup every month, so who am 
I to judge? But the thing is, that’s 
not the first, or probably the last 
time, she’s written about Marvel. 

Last year, when we took 
Journalism together, Niki wrote 
a 4000 word opinion piece about 
“Infinity War.” Speaking as 
someone who loves to write long 
articles, that’s crazy. I don’t know 
how else to describe it. We had 
a planning meeting the day Stan 
Lee died, and Niki went home 
claiming she had a headache, 
but we really know she went 
home to mourn. There’s nothing 
wrong with that, I just thought 
it would be worth mentioning. 

One thing that really makes 
me laugh about Niki is her ability to 
procrastinate. We have (usually) a 
little less than a month to write our 
articles for the paper. We all feel 
like we can write different amounts 
of articles. For me, I feel pretty 
good about my ability to write 
and take on about three a month. 
Niki, on the other hand, does 
maybe two a month, but usually 
one. I understand that; we all 
have different time commitments. 
That’s not where the problem lies. 

This month, Niki is writing 
one article, and it’s her review of 
me. I’m currently adding this in 
the night before articles are due, 
and Niki hasn’t even started hers 
yet. I had texted her so many times 
about it, including today, when 
she said “i got extension.” She got 
an extension on her one article. I 
had this article 99 percent done 
the night it was assigned. It took 
me 30 minutes.This isn’t even a 

critique of her at this point. I’m just 
amazed about how she can put this 
off without getting anxious about 
it. I know that if my articles aren’t 
done, or I know I have to finish 
them, I get anxious and just want to 
get them done. I don’t understand 
how she just avoids that feeling.

Now I’ll get into Niki’s 
intense hatred of Ariana Grande. 
Everyone has a right to their own 
opinion, and I get if someone 
doesn’t like her. I personally 
think she’s extremely talented 
and enjoy a lot of her music, but 
I’m not offended if someone 
doesn’t agree with me. But Niki, 
on the other hand, hates her with 
her entire being. We decided to 
review her album “sweetener” 
for the September issue of the 
news. I would write a positive 
article, and hers would be nega-
tive. No harm, no foul, right?

Wrong. Niki’s article was 
a 500-word hatred-fueled, full on 
rant completely bashing Ariana and 
her then-fiance Pete Davidson. She 
came out with the personal attacks 
as well as the attacks on her music. 
After our November planning 
meeting, she said, and I quote “I 
f@$#ing just got in my car and god 
is a woman started right as I closed 
the door. I’m gonna jump out.”

While understandable if you 
hate Ariana, threatening to jump out 
a car window is a little extreme just 
because of a song you don’t like. 
But that’s Niki, full of hate, petti-
ness, and sarcasm, all packed into 
a 5’2” ball of pure anger, despite 
being the size of a teddy bear.

Now that I’m done with the 
majority of the issues I have with 
Niki, I’ll get into every one of 
the seven meetings the KO News 
has had, and what Niki has done 
to make them slower-moving. 

The September planning 
meeting was the first time the four 
of us had ever talked together. 
We were kind of thrown right 

into it. Nothing really happened 
with Niki, besides me texting her 
later that day about the fact that 
our head editor, Jaden DiMauro, 
doesn’t like anything. We later 
found out that wasn’t true, as Niki 
keeps a list of all of the 15 things 
Jaden likes, including peanut 
butter covered babies and not most 
people. The peanut butter covered 
baby thing is taken “viciously out 
of context,” but that’s essentially 
what he said, just for the record. 
This isn’t a roast of Niki. I just felt 
morally obligated to include it. 

So we have a planning 
meeting every month, where 
we plan what articles we’re 
gonna write. News Day is where 
we come to school at 8:00 on 
a Sunday morning and actu-
ally put the articles into the 
formatting software we use. 

Our September News 
Day was a wreck. The computer 
was sideways, I accidentally 
locked everyone out of the 
KO News account (Sorry!), 
and we were overall a mess. 
That’s when we discovered Niki 
matches her shoes to her socks. 

She wore her Marvel 
crocs–another thing to add to my 
previous point–with her Marvel 
socks. Jaden (rightfully) said, in 
shock, “...You match your shoes 
to your socks?” to which Niki 
replied with “...You don’t?” That’s 
when we all knew Niki was insane. 

Now onto our planning 
meeting for October. That was our 
craziest meeting of all. Niki walked 
in, and I immediately thought she 
was high as a kite. I know she 
wasn’t high, but it really seemed 
like she was. She was laughing 
hysterically, and spent about a 
half hour completely mystified 
that she could see her fingers 
through a paper plate. I didn’t, 
and still don’t know what to say. 
She also brought in three different 
water bottles, and put them on 

the wobbly seats in the Math and 
Writing center in Seaverns. Bella, 
Jaden, and I proceeded to spend 
the next 30 minutes knocking 
them off, which put Niki into a 
state of misery. Why? I couldn’t 
tell you. She’s very strange. 

On the October Newsday, 
nothing really happened besides 
the fact that Niki proved to be 
the superior editor. While I was 
slaving away trying to figure 
out how to do pull quotes for 
one of the three articles I had to 
format, Niki spent five minutes 
with one of hers and it was done. 
Perfectly. There’s nothing wrong 
with this. I’m just a little bit bitter. 

November planning meeting. 
Niki walked in, pointed to yellow, 
green, and red colored pencils and 
said “Look! The primary colors!” 
These are not the primary colors. 
She then proceeded to write in her 
article that she knows a lot about 
painting and art. Clearly not, Niki. 

And lastly, the December 
planning meeting. Niki skipped 
due to Stan Lee’s death, so it 
was my job to figure out what 
articles Niki had to write. 

I called her, and put her on 
speaker phone. As soon as she 
started talking, the room went dead 
silent to listen to what she had to 
say. There’s clearly a reason for 
this: Niki is so funny. She made 
Jaden smile, which is a feat in its 
own, and proceeded to make the 
whole room burst into laughter. 

With all that being said, 
Niki is totally insane, but she’s 
made the reviews section so 
much fun. I personally love 
writing for the news, but it’s 
much better with Niki there. 

Her  high energy and 
comical manner has made the 
8 a.m. meetings pleasurable for 
me and the rest of the reviews 
section. She’s a great friend and 
a great addition to our section as 
a whole. She’s just a total lunatic.  

Madeline: loud, furious and 4’11”
by Niki Taylor ’21

I have been waiting to write 
a review on one of my fellow 
reviews editors for quite some time 
now, and the fact that Madeline is 
my subject of interest makes this 
experience even better for me. 

The first time I met Made-
line Arcaro I thought to myself, 
“Woah!! Someone who’s shorter 
than me!!” It was a brutally hot 
day at the end of August on the 
first day of preseason for field 
hockey and I, personally, was not 
very excited to be there. I love 
field hockey and all but running 
around in 90° heat was not what 
I wanted to be doing during the 
last week of summer. The only 
person who wanted to be there 
even less than I did was Madeline. 
This gained a lot of my respect. 

Throughout the rest of the 
field hockey season, Madeline 
and I continued to grow closer 
and soon began to know each other 
pretty well. I credit this in part to 
the squats we did together when 
I had a concussion and Madeline 

was also injured. While we squated 
our way down the sideline, we 
would have fun little chats about 
our lives and what had happened 
that day. This was honestly 
one of the best parts of my day. 

Another reason Madeline 
and I got closer was because we 
were in the same English class. 
We had Ms. Barlow. I don’t think 
she particularly liked me, but she 
LOVED Madeline. This is one of 
my pet peeves regarding Madeline: 
every teacher likes her no matter 
what. One day at the beginning 
of class we were talking about 
something random as a group 
when Madeline said, “I know 
it [a word] but I don’t know it.” 

In my mind that meant that 
she didn’t know it and for some 
reason I wanted to point that out 
so I said, “So you don’t know it?” 
There was absolutely no sass in my 
voice, yet Ms. Barlow took it as 
me “bullying” Madeline and said 
to me, “I don’t like that tone on 
you. Please put it back where it 
came from.” I did not appreciate 
this biased opinion of my “tone.” 

But I’m sure Madeline enjoyed 
having the teacher on her side.

Later that year Madeline had 
the pleasure of sharing a shadow 
with me. Madeline had her for the 
first half of the day, I had her for 
the second, and then we all met 
up again at the end. I am pretty 
confident that she liked me more-
better, but that’s beside the point. 
Up until then I had been very 
jealous of Madeline’s people skills, 
but on that day, I think I peaked. 

Another thing about Made-
line is that she likes to review 
makeup for almost every new 
edition of the KO News. There’s 
nothing wrong with this, it just 
seems like there should be some-
thing else that Madeline would like 
to write about. But just makeup is 
fine too. I would also like to point 
out that last year during journalism 
Madeline wrote a 4000 word 
review solely about a few products 
of makeup. I probably shouldn’t be 
talking because of my 4000 word 
review about “Infinity War,”, but 
how can you have that much to 
say about a few makeup products?

I take one look into Sephora 
when I’m at the mall, and I have 
a mini heart attack each time 
because I know that if I ever went 
in there, I would be eaten alive. I 
don’t know the difference between 
foundation and concealer but I’m 
pretty sure Madeline could tell me 
every ingredient in both of them 
and how it makes them different. 
I may not be in the best position 
to be judging someone based off 
an obsession of theirs, but Made-
line’s love for makeup (and writing 
about it) definitely impresses me. 

Madeline also finds joy 
in messing with me on a regular 
basis. She (along with the other 
members of the KO News reviews 
section) enjoys grilling me about 
my personal life, knocking down 
my water bottles and subse-
quently making me crawl around 
to retrieve them, and making fun 
of me for having more fun during 
planning meetings than she does. 

She wrote in her article about 
many of the things that I have done 
during planning meetings and 
on News Days, but I am not the 

only one who has her fair share of 
moments. On our first News Day 
in September, the reviews section 
as a whole had a pretty rough 
time. A portion due to the fact 
that Madeline, for the life of her, 
could not spell the password to the 
KO News account and got us all 
locked out. Not her finest moment.

The following Tuesday, 
during the October planning 
meeting, Madeline decided to 
team up against me with the other 
reviews editors and continuously 
knock over my water bottles, 
sending me into a fit of distress. 
Who wouldn’t be distressed? With 
people hitting over your three 
water bottles to no end, it’s diffi-
cult to not be annoyed when all you 
wanted was water. Sounds a little 
bit like bullying to me, does it not? 

Another incident, during 
the November planning meeting, 
I was simply going about my busi-
ness when I noticed red, green, 
and yellow colored pencils and 
said “Look the primary colors!” 
In my defense, it had been a long 

continued on page 9.
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‘Sister shook’: James Charles x Morphe
by Madeline Arcaro ’21

I really want to say that I 
hate James Charles. In theory, he’s 
super annoying. He’s a 19 year old 
beauty guru who is worth more than 
I will ever be. It’s crazy.  

With all being said, I do 
enjoy his videos. I think he’s 
super creative, both with his 
content and his makeup looks. 
He is always the first one to start 
a trend, and has changed the way 
the makeup and beauty industry 
work with his colorful eye looks 
and unique face routine. I really 
admire someone so  young making 
a name for himself, even though 
his was mostly based on lies. Even 
though he made it to the top by 
lying (on Ellen!) he’s managed to 
stay there, something that Laura 
Lee and Jaclyn Hill can’t claim. 

He recently hit 10 million 
subscribers on YouTube, making 
him one of the biggest names in 
the beauty industry ever. What’s 
an even bigger deal is that he’s 
a boy who is huge in an industry 
filled with girls. He’s inspired 
a lot of younger boys to get 
into makeup without making it 
seem like it is something taboo. 
So when he announced he was 
releasing a palette in collabora-
tion with Morphe, the infamous 
cult makeup brand, the beauty 
community basically broke. It was 
everywhere. I got about 12 texts in 
the span of 10 minutes about his 
palette from my friends who know 
how obsessed with makeup I am. 

Of course, as soon as 
I saw it, I knew I had to buy it. 
It’s called the “Artistry Palette,” 
because it’s made for makeup 
artists like Mr. Charles himself. 
It’s $39 for 39 shades, which 
is honestly pretty expensive 
for Morphe. But I restrained 
myself, and decided I would wait 
until after Christmas to buy it.

Obviously, because it’s 
currently Nov. 29, when I’m 
writing this, that didn’t work 
out. However, I was not the one 
who bought it. My mom actu-
ally bought it for me, I found 

out, and I was able to finesse 
my way into getting it now.

 The layout is kind of inter-
esting, where there are two rows 
of eight shades on the top, one 
row of seven, larger shades in the 
middle, and two more rows of 
eight normal shades in the middle. 

The top two rows are shades 
used to make a more smokey, 
dramatic looks, with both warm-
toned and cool-toned browns and 
reddish shades, with the pop of 
bright orange and a bright red. 
The middle row, with the big 
shades, are the shades that Mr. 
Charles believes that the average 
consumer will use the most, such 
as a matte white, black, cream, 
and some browns. The bottom two 
rows are colorful, with a yellow, 
greens, blues, purples, and pinks, 
in an assortment of shimmers, 
mattes, and one pressed glitter. 

It really is a beautiful palette, 
and it has pretty much everything 
that someone would want to do 
a multitude of looks, ranging 
from basic crease/shimmer looks, 
smokey eyes, and full on colorful 
cut creases like Mr. Charles did. 
The problem with the six shades 
in the middle is that Mr. Charles 
is assuming that those are the 
shades that will be the most 
used, when in reality everyone is 
different.   

Something that’s very unique 
about this palette is that it is a 
mixture between pressed pigments 
and eyeshadow, which means there 
has to be a warning that it isn’t 100 
percent safe for eyes on the back. 
A pressed pigment is literally what 
it sounds like: the only thing in the 
pan is the pigment pressed really 
hard. Some of the colors that are 
pressed pigments include “You’re 
Kidding,” a matte red, and “Skip,” 
a hot pink. These technically aren’t 
eyeshadows, and therefore aren’t 
completely safe for the eyes, 
because they might stain. People 
use them on the eyes all the time. 
It isn’t a big deal. They just put 
the label there for legal reasons.

The pink stained my eyes, 
but the red did not. It was not 

hidden that they were pressed 
pigments, and those are notorious 
for staining eyes. If you don’t 
want that, don’t use them. It’s that 
simple. In Mr. Charles’s release 
video for the palette, he explained 
how to use them in a way that will 
get the best pigment out of them. 
He mentioned that they could be 
hard to work with, which I found 
to definitely be true, but that with 
some practice they’re easy to get 
used to, which I also agree with. 

Most of the shades are 
eyeshadows, which are basi-
cally watered down pigments. 
They typically have a lot of other 
materials in them to make them 
easier to work with and prettier.

All of the matte shades 
in this palette were gorgeous. I 
thought they blended beautifully, 
had great pigmentation, and the 
colors were beautiful. Mattes are 
super hard to formulate correctly, 
and a lot of high end brands, such 
as Tarte or Too Faced, have mattes 
that are pretty hit-or-miss. Morphe, 
which is not a high end brand, but 
more in the middle, along with 
Mr. Charles, did a fantastic job 
with these mattes, and I thought 
they were the best parts of the 
palette. Reds especially are hard to 
make, and “You’re Kidding” was 
impressive. Some other beautiful 
mattes in the palette were “Social 
Blade,” a lime green, “Punch 
Me,” a cool-toned transition shade 
perfect for popping in the crease, 
and “Playground,” a green-toned 
bright blue. They looked stun-
ning on my eyes, and I was blown 
away with the final results of 
the few looks I did with them. 

Something that really 
surprised me was that the shim-
mers weren’t great. The fact that 
these weren’t good broke my heart 
because they all looked so pretty 
in the pans. As soon as I swatched 
them, I was disappointed, and they 
performed even worse on my eyes. 
They were pretty good shimmers 
compared to some others, but with 
a palette with that hefty of a price 
tag, I expected them to be amazing.

The only shade in the 

palette that I hated was “Artistry,” 
a pressed purple glitter with a 
blue shift. It was so beautiful just 
looking at it, and it was the most 
unique shade in the palette. When 
I put it on my eyes, it was flaky, 
textured, and it didn’t look good at 
all. I was super upset about that one 
shade, and I’m still pretty bitter. 

The palette overall was a 
hit for me. I really did love it and 
I’m so excited to start using it 
regularly. That being said, there 
were a lot of problems with the 
marketing behind the palette, 
and I don’t agree with some 
of the things Mr. Charles did. 

First, potential consumers 
were not warned that the pressed 
pigments might stain. I know 
enough about makeup where to 
me that was obvious, but some 
of his viewers were probably not 
aware of this. It would have been 
smart of him to just mention that 
all pressed pigments stain, just so 
that consumers didn’t feel lied to. 

I personally did not care 
about this in the slightest, but a 
certain fan on Twitter had a lot 
to say after “Skip” stained her 
eye. This will happen; just be 
aware of that if you’re consid-
ering purchasing the palette. 

The one thing that I have a 
problem with is that Mr. Charles 
stated that the palette would 
not be as good without a proper 
eyeshadow primer. There are so 
many things shady about this. The 
first is that Mr. Charles himself has 
stated that primers in general, espe-
cially eyeshadow primers, were a 
scam. And he then goes around 
saying that it’s gonna change the 
way his own palette will perform? It 
just seems a little suspicious. I used 
it both with and without a primer, 
and I can say that it didn’t really 
make a difference on my eyes.

Second, he’s assuming that 
people have the money to go out 
and buy a separate product just to 
use the one that he’s selling. A lot 
of people don’t have the resources 
or the desire to do that, and it’s a 
little pretentious to assume that 
everyone does. When I buy any 

makeup item, I expect that what I 
get is sufficient to do what it needs 
to do without an additional product. 
You shouldn’t sell something while 
also saying it won’t work without 
it. It’s not fair to consumers. 

Also, this palette really 
isn’t for the average makeup 
consumer. It’s made for artists like 
Mr. Charles, who either do free-
lance or YouTube. It’s not made 
for someone who wears makeup 
to school or work every day, but 
doesn’t do anything else. If that 
sounds like you, I would suggest 
paying $40 for a high end palette 
with colors that you will use every 
day, and very few to none that you 
will literally never use. If you’re 
not into colorful eyeshadow, this 
palette isn’t good for you and it’s 
not worth your money. There are 
so many high end palettes (such as 
the Anastasia Beverly Hills “Soft 
Glam” palette that’s only $42, $3 
more than the “Artistry” palette) 
that is full of shades that you 
will wear and use. It’s not worth 
buying a palette with shades you 
will never wear. If you’re someone 
who loves colorful eyeshadow and 
will use almost all of the shades, 
I definitely suggest this palette 
because it’s so different than what 
you can get at Sephora right now.

One thing I will say is that 
this palette is not good for begin-
ners. It takes a lot to get used 
to pressed pigments, because 
there’s a very specific tech-
nique that it takes to use them. 

I’ve been doing makeup 
for a good few years now, and 
it took me a few tries to get the 
pigments to work to their full 
potential. If you consider your-
self an absolute makeup expert, 
or you want to turn makeup into 
a career, this might be a palette 
that works perfectly. As stated 
before, it all depends on the person.

Mr. Charles claimed that 
this palette will “break makeup 
history,” and while I’m not entirely 
sure if it’s done quite that, I defi-
nitely think it’s a great palette 
for the price, and I’m stoked 
to finally have it in my hands. 

by Nell Schwartz ’19

As someone who grew up 
listening to Queen songs in the 
car with my family, when I saw 
the trailer for “Bohemian Rhap-
sody,” I was really excited to see it.

 The movie didn’t receive the 
most rave reviews: the New York 
Times wrote a review sub-titled 
“Another One Bites the Dust.”

I disagree, and I loved it 
so much that I even went to see 
it again over Thanksgiving break. 

B o h e m i a n  R h a p s o d y 
outlines the extraordinary Freddie 
Mercury (played by Rami Malek) 
and his relationships between his 
bandmates and Mary Austin, his 
wife and then life long friend. 

The beginning of the film 
shows the start of the Live Aid 
concert and then flashes back 
to London around 20 years 
prior where a young Farrokh 

Bulsara gets his start and joins 
a band of college students who 
are in need of a new lead singer. 

The band soars to interna-
tional fame in a matter of years 
and record hit after hit as their lives 
begin to be changed by the glitz and 
glamour of the rock and roll scene. 

engaged to  Mary Aust in , 
his onscreen lover played 
by Lucy Boynton, it is clear 
to  Mary tha t  Mercury  i s 
bisexual if not completely gay. 

One of the film’s most 
emotional  scenes is  when 
Mercury admits to being gay, 
and to his complex feelings for 
Mary. “I want you in my life,” 
he tells her. “Why?” she replies. 

The movie doesn’t only 
focus on Mercury, however.

 One of my favorite scenes 
is when the four band members 
are recording “Bohemian Rhap-
sody” in a studio on a distant farm. 

The audience gets to 
witness Mercury write the lyrics 
as he sits alone at a piano in a 
farm house, and his raw emotions 
and talent are on full display. 

Malek does a phenomenal 
job embodying Freddie. That is 
no easy task. Then, Queen works 

together in a heart warming and 
silly scene recording their respec-
tive sections of the hit song.

Many  mus ic  b iop ic s 
outl ine the same story as 
“ B o h e m i a n  R h a p s o d y. ” 

A singer starts out as no one, 
finds success and love, struggles 
with drugs and sexual identity. 

La te r  he  dea l s  wi th 
sudden fame, loses said fame 
and/or the band breaks up and 
then makes an epic comeback. 

Each concert that the 
movie depicts really feels like 
a rock concert. From a wild 
audience to spot on costumes 
and foot  s tomping music. 

I really felt like I was at a 
Queen concert with the rest of 
the people in the movie theater. 

Yet what sets this film apart is 
the breathtaking cinematography. 
It also has great attention to the 
detail of costume and does a great 

‘Bohemian Rhapsody’: it will rock you

I loved it so much 
that I even went 
to see it again 
over Thanksgiving 
break. 

With these life changes 
come parties and drugs and it 
becomes apparent that Freddie 
is not completely straight. 

Although he becomes 

job of dealing with the sometimes 
complex issues regarding sexuality. 

The movie not only conveys 
the band dynamics and how their 
comradery and natural talent inter-
twined, but also does a solid job 
portraying Mercury and his coming 
to terms with his homosexuality 
– and eventually acknowledging 
his deadly diagnosis of AIDS. 

This is a disease that he 
refuses to be a poster boy for. 

While the movie cele-
brates Queen and their music, 
it is Freddie Mercury who is 
ultimately the star of the show.

The movie shows how he 
defied stereotypes and shattered 
preconceived notions of what a 
rock star is, looks like and acts. 

The movie furthers the 
legacy of a band that acted 
like a family and who inspired 
dreamers, lovers, and those 
who felt like they didn’t belong. 
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Model UN in Portugal: a review
by Ishaa Sohail ’20                

          and  Alyssa Pilecki ’20

 Needless to say, the 
Portugal 2018 trip was defi-
ni tely one for  the books.

After arriving at our hotel on 
Sunday afternoon, the twelve of 
us set out for our walking tour of 
Lisbon with our tour guide, John. 

H e  w a s  i n f o r m a t i v e 
and friendly, and he clearly 
knew the ci ty inside out . 

We got a basic overview of 
the city, walking by buildings with 
facades made of famous Portu-
guese tile, visiting churches, taking 
pictures, and going to the Elevador 
de Santa Justa and Rossio Square. 

Generally speaking, it 
was pretty warm in Lisbon, 
around 60 degrees Fahren-
heit, but it was also rainy and 
made for some bad hair days.

The hotel we stayed at for 
the next three nights was called 
Corpo Santo, a quaint little place 
that was within walking distance 
of a lot of sights and shops. 

The receptionists were 
friendly and accommodating, and 
the hotel had a table with candy, 
fruit, and Portuguese snacks that 
they were giving out for free. 

The rooms were really 
spacious and seemed as if they 
had been recently renovated, 
and the beds were super comfy. 

The bathrooms at first glance 
were nice, but later we figured 
out there were lights inside the 
showers that kept changing 
colors, and that was surprising. 

The next two days just 

comprised of  s ightseeing. 
On Monday, we visited many 

churches that were all beautiful 
and made with such intricate detail 
that they were truly awe-inspiring. 

One of  the  churches 
was actually called a “dead” 
church; because it had been a 
scene of destruction and not 
even one person had survived, 
it was left in ruins as a way to 
honor the victims of the tragedy. 

John also brought us to 
various spots that were perfect 
for taking pictures with pretty 
views of the city’s distinct 
red-roofed,  pas te l -colored 
buildings in the background. 

Then we visited a fort 
that was strategically built by 
the Moors to be a defensive 
site in the case of an attack. 

The fort, still standing in 
perfect condition, was built in the 
700s and had not been conquered 
for around 400 years, signifying 
just how advanced the Moorish 
people were in their architec-
tural and defense techniques. 

On Tuesday, we visited the 
famous Palace of Pena in Sintra. 
The palace combined features 
from both German and Moorish 
architectural styles, which created 
a unique but eye-catching sight. 

Rich with history and 
beauty, the palace serves as a sign 
of true wealth, and the abundant 
gardens that had been planted 
when it was first built are still there. 

Afterward, we drove to the 
coast where we stopped for a bit 
and took some amazing photos of 

the landscape. Giant waves crashed 
onto the shore and water shot out 
of geysers. It was very windy in 
both Sintra and the coast, though, 
which made taking pictures 
of ourselves kind of difficult.

Wednesday, we had time to 
go shopping by ourselves and do 
some exploring in the morning. 
At around two in the afternoon, 
we embarked on the second 
part of our journey and took a 
train to Porto, which we quickly 
discovered was much colder and 
rainier than Lisbon had been. 

That night, all 12 of us ate 
together at a restaurant that seemed 
like it would be nice at first. 

We discovered the menu 
was kind of strange, though, with 
specialties like chicken blood rice. 

While a few us still enjoyed 
the dinner, others were a little 
disappointed. Food in America 
is obviously different than the 
food in Portugal, but at times 
throughout the whole trip, it was 
difficult to stay open-minded. 

Thursday,  which was 
Thanksgiving back in America, 
was qui te  an  exper ience . 

We spent the morning 
walking around Porto with our new 
tour guide, Miguel. While our time 
with him was short, he showed us 
Porto in its most beautiful light. 

We even went to the library 
that inspired the one in J.K. Rowl-
ing’s “Harry Potter” series. It 
was so interesting seeing one 
of the places that helped in the 
creation of a popular story that we 
all read when we were younger. 

Later that afternoon, we 
went to the Oporto British School 
for the first day of the Oporto 
British School Model United 
Nations (OBSMUN) conference. 

The conference began 
with an opening ceremony 
where the Headmaster Robin 
Silk, Secretary General Tómas 
Koehler, Deputy Secretary-
General Stephan Sazanov, and 
OBSMUN Director Leta Ferreira 
gave introductory speeches. 

They even had a Guest 
Speaker, Ana Lehmann, who 
gave a speech that felt like it 

was longer than the entire trip. 
After the opening cere-

mony, we went to our commit-
tees and we figured out which 
countries were our allies and 
which were  our  enemies . 

We met tons of really cool 
people and were so excited for 
the second day of the conference. 

 Food in America 
is obviously 
different than the 
food in Portugal, 
but at times 
throughout the 
whole trip, it was 
difficult to stay 
open-minded.

The second day of the 
conference was really long. 

We presented clauses 
and came up with resolutions 
depending on our our committees. 
After a tiring day of debating, 
we went to a fancy dinner where 
Niko and Ben showed them 
how Americans dance. It was 
pretty crazy to say the least. 

The last day, the Disarma-
ment and International Security 
(DISEC) and Human Rights 
Council (HRC) combined to 
form the General Assembly, 
while the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) and Security Council 
had their emergency crises. 

At the end of the day, there 
was a closing ceremony, where 
they presented awards and the secu-
rity general gave a speech again. 

Unfortunately, no one 
from KO received an award, but 
Brandon DeLucia got an award 
for a meme that was really funny. 

Af te r  t he  ce remony, 
we went to the Porto Airport 
and relaxed before our flight 
at 6:00 a.m. the next day. 

Juliana, Jacqui, Alyssa, and 
I pulled an all nighter because we 
had to wake up at 3 a.m., and we all 
looked like hobos the next morning.

We spent the night reflecting 
on the trip and telling each 
other our favorite memories. 

From that point forward, we 
were on our way home and to say 
the least, we had the time of our 
lives in Portugal. It was awesome.  

W h e r e  s h o u l d 
Ms.  Savin  take  us  next? 

Donut Crazy impresses in debut
by Bella Leuschner ’20

West Hartford Center 
has been known to keep up all 
different types of trends and 
fads by adding a different type 
of restaurant that matches each 
fad to somewhere in the center. 
The most recent installment is 
none other than Donut Crazy, a 
donut place known for it’s outra-
geous and creative donut flavors. 

Donut Crazy is conveniently 
located in the center, albeit on the 
outskirts, which can make parking 
difficult. However, the long walk 
from the parking lot only burns 
the calories you will gain from 
eating their delicious treats. 

 The interior of the store 
is vibrant and follows a modern 
trend. They have neon donut 
signs and pop art posters all 
along the walls. They offer 
some seating but it is mainly 
a “grab and go” type of place. 

The room is so bright, as 
soon as you walk in your main 
focus is the glorious donut case. 
Filled on the top two shelves are 
their “dailies” which consist of 
generic donuts that you would 
see at a Dunkin or a Krispy 
Kreme and are priced at $1.19, 
which are $0.20 more than 
Dunkin but are 20 times better. 

Madeline
Continued from page 7

day. But Madeline decided 
to rain on my parade and make 
of fun of me because apparently 
they were not the primary colors. 

Madeline’s biggest mistake 
happened during the November 
News Day. First she forgot to 
save her page and the whole 
thing deleted, resulting in Jaden 
DiMauro having to fix the entire 
thing. Madeline didn’t even stay 
to help, she left after attempting 
to fix it but failed, leaving the rest 
of the reviews section to stay later 
and clean up her mess. Right after 
she messed up her page, Made-
line also printed out the entire 
paper. We are always extremely 
careful in assuring that no one 
accidentally prints the whole 
paper, but then Madeline came 
along and we killed a lot of trees.

Let the record show that 
Madeline has never actually bullied 
me in any way. But that water bottle 
stunt was enough to push me over 
the edge, and I didn’t appreciate 
the sass about how she “knows her 
colors better than I do.” Madeline, 
you have deleted your whole page, 
printed out the whole paper, and 
you talk way too much about 
makeup; you are in no position to 
judge me and my water bottles. 

We ordered eight donuts 
total, three dailies and five 
crazies. The three dailies were 
the “Bowl of Cereal,” Boston 
Cream, and Strawberry Frosted. 
The “Bowl of Cereal” was basi-
cally the donut version of Milk-
craft’s cereal-themed ice cream.

The dailies from Donut 
Crazy, at the end of the day, are 

A box of delicious donuts from Donut Crazy. Photo by Bella Leuschner ’20.

superior to Dunkin’s donuts. The 
flavors are far from artificial and so 
fresh tasting. I could actually get a 
strawberry taste when I tried it, and 
the Bowl of Cereal will satisfy all 
your morning cravings. 

The crazies were like some-
thing I had never quite experienced. 

We ordered the Cannoli Donut, 
The Black N’ White, Stuffed 
Cookie Dough, and the Sweet 
and Salty. Every presentation was 
flawless and mouth-watering. 

The Cannoli Donut was 
everything in the title and more. 
Expecting it to have vanilla 
frosting, I was surprised to learn 
that the filling was the authentic 

cannoli ricotta filling.  
The Sweet N’ Salty Donut 

was made of dulce de leche dip, 
sliced in the center and filled with 
chunky pb mousse, wrapped with 
chocolate, topped with pb pretzel 
nuggets and dulce de leche drizzle, 
all centered around a donut. 

This donut sounded and 
looked delicious, but it was so 
filled with flavor that really all 
you could taste was the peanut 
butter. The donut, I believe, was 
just too overwhelming and looked 
better than it actually tasted. 

The Black N’ White donut, 
however, was something like I 
had never seen. It consisted of 
half vanilla, half chocolate, half-
dipped in milk chocolate and 
oreo crumbs, and half dipped-
in vanilla chocolate and nilla 
crumbs. Not only was it deli-
cious, but it was massive as well. 

The Stuffed Cookie Dough 
Donut or what the West Hartford 
location called the “Dough Boy” 
will give you the perfect combi-
nation of coffee and donuts and 
cookies and milk. You can pair this 
donut with any breakfast beverage. 

This donut was filled with 
house-made cookie dough and 
fried, half-dipped in milk choco-
late, topped with a dollop of cookie 
dough and a dusting of donut 
sugar. This was my favorite donut 
because it was not over-presented, 
and the flavors came more and 
more alive with every bite. 

Donut Crazy is located 
at 993 Farmington Ave, West 
Hartford, CT 06107 and could 
be reached at (860) 206-3918. 
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The mystery of 
KO art revealed

As you walk around KO, 
you can notice many unique and 
fascinating art pieces. Walking up 
or down the stairs of Seaverns, 
you can notice the metal Wyvern 
sculpture. Or walking around 
Roberts, you can notice intriguing 
paintings of certain individuals 
as well as many wooden plaques. 

Winter 2018-2019 
musical: ‘Chicago!’ 

After a successful perfor-
mance of the fall play, it’s that 
time of year again, and the 
winter musical is near. This 
year’s musical, “Chicago,” was 
announced by theater director 
Kyle Reynolds at assembly with 
a clever and funny introduc-
tion full of musical theater puns. 

“I chose ‘Chicago’ because 
it celebrates two very inde-
pendent women in leadership 
roles,” Mr. Reynolds said. “I 
think celebrating that on stage is 
really powerful.” He went on to 
say that the musical’s popularity 
also played a role in the decision. 

“I wanted to make sure 
it was something that every-
body knew and something 
that everyone could leave 
humming the tunes to,” he said.

The musical tells the story 
of two women, Roxy and Velma, 
who murder their husbands and are 
trying to prove their innocence. 

Taking place in the 1930s, it 
deals with not only themes of family 
and relationships, but also women 
in prisons at the time. “It’s all about 
manipulation in storytelling,” Mr. 
Reynolds said. “It makes for a 
really, really high energy story.”

Being able to perform 
such a well-known show is espe-
cially exciting for KO, as we’ve 
been denied the rights to the 
musical multiple times before. 

by Cici Chagnon ’21

by Luv Kataria ’20

“Chicago,” being one of the 
longest running broadway shows 
of all time, is particularly selec-
tive in who they give the show to. 

Anyt ime  KO does  a 
musical, there is an applica-
tion process to get a license to 
do the show, and depending 
the show the application can be 
denied. “I’m just happy that we 
finally got it,” Mr. Reynolds said.

Sophomore Snehaa Ram, 
who is a part of the ensemble, 
said she liked the amount of 
dancing that’s involved. “Chicago 
is a really exciting show to put 
on because we’re going to be 
diving into so many new and 
exciting challenges, especially 
dancing,” she said. “It’s unique 
to anything KO has done before.”

Mr. Reynolds said that 
he chose a musical with a lot of 
dancing because it’s something 
KO hasn’t really done before.“I 
know a fair bit about dance, and I 
think that’s one of the things that 
our program is lacking,” he said. 

Senior Ben Small said 
he is looking forward to the 
musical .  “I’ve never seen 
‘Chicago’ and am excited to see 
what the actors can do,” he said.

Overall, Mr. Reynolds is 
excited to see everything come 
together. “It is true musical theater, 
the most of singing dancing and 
acting at the same time it can 
possibly be,” he said. “I hope that 
[the audience] just is blown away.”

Winter break is coming to KO
“Sleigh bells ring, are 

you listening/ In the lane, snow 
is glistening/ A beautiful sight/ 
We’re happy tonight/ Walking 
in a winter wonderland,” croons 
popular singer Michael Bublé. 

Even though it does not quite 
look like a “winter wonderland” 
currently, with the hectic sched-
ules and busy lives we all have, 
the KO community is definitely 
ready for Winter Break to begin. 

Students and teachers alike 
have expressed that they are hyped 
to finally have time for themselves: 
to relax, catch up on sleep, and 
spend time with friends and family. 

Fo r  example ,  j un io r 
Madeleine Pelletier said she was 
really looking forward to a large 
amount of free time. “I’m really 
desperate for this three-week 
vacation, during which I’ll be 
catching up on sleep and finishing 
episodes of ‘The Office,’” she said. 

Madeleine also said she is 
excited to go spend a day with 
her whole family in New York, 
a tradition that they celebrate 
each year. “We’ll spend time in 
a hotel together,” she said, “then 
go shopping. Then we’ll go to 
see a Broadway musical every 
time we’re there, so like this year 
we’re going to see ‘Dear Evan 

Hansen.’” She said it’s so much 
fun just being with her extended 
family, especially since she does 
not see all of them very often.

Similarly, sophomore Niki 
Taylor said she is excited to spend 
the holidays with her family, 
switching between five family 
members’ houses and celebrating 
Christmas traditions. “One tradi-
tion in my family is that my cousins 
and I all go over to my grandma’s 
house and help her decorate her 
Christmas tree, which she usually 
happens to get the first weekend 
of my winter break,” she said. 

Niki also said she is happy 
about the way that this year’s 
winter break has fallen, since it will 
be around three weeks long. “My 
brother is at college in Georgia 
right now, so he’ll be coming up 
here, and my family from Oregon 
will also come in,” she said. 
“It’s nice having a lot of time off 
so we can spend it with them.”

Many members of the 
community said they are excited 
to travel to warmer destinations. 
Senior Matt Safalow said he and 
his family will be spending about 
five days in Cuba, during which 
they will mostly be exploring 
the capital, Havana, and its 
surrounding areas as well as 
spending time on the beach. “I’m 
most excited for seeing a place that 

hasn’t had much influence from 
American culture because they’ve 
been cut off from the US for about 
50 or 60 years,” he said. “Cuba 
is also one of the last countries 
other than North Korea that’s still 
communist, so I’ll get to experi-
ence what a communist country is 
like before they possibly change.”

Librarian Nancy Solomon 
also plans to travel, but she will 
be staying within the U.S. She 
said that she and her husband will 
be traveling down to South Caro-
lina for about two weeks. “We will 
just be hanging out, going to see a 
lot of movies, reading books, and 
spending a lot of time together,” 
she said, “since we’re so busy 
when working here and don’t 
have as much time to relax.” Mrs. 

Solomon said she mostly hopes that 
the weather will be substantially 
warmer down there than in CT. 

Various KO sports teams 
will have team trips during Winter 
Break. The swimming and diving 
team, for example, will be traveling 
to Orlando, Florida from Dec. 17 
to 21. Senior Nick Spina said he 
will be going on the trip and is 
looking forward to it. “The Florida 
trip really brings the team together 
and it helps us training-wise,” 
Nick said. “It’s because when 
you’re there, you spend literally all 
your time with your teammates.”

Nick said that the trip 
marks when the season really 
starts. “After the trip, you’ve 
grown closer to everyone and 
made stronger bonds,” he said. 
“You also feel stronger for the 
season because you’re in shape.” 

The team has a strenuous 
schedule, practicing for two hours 
twice a day. Nick, who went on the 
trip last year, said that although 
the drills in Florida are easier 
than those in standard practices, 
they end up being more difficult 
because of how tired everyone is. 
“It’s kind of hard to explain, but 
the water at the YMCA we go to 
is just different and we end up 
having to pull a lot harder and a 
lot more work is required.” He 
also pointed to the fact that the 

by Alyssa Pilecki ’20

“One tradition 
in my family is 
that my cousins 
and I all go over 
to my grandma’s 
house.” 

–Niki Taylor

practices are 6-8 a.m. and then 
5-7 p.m., so he said it’s hard to 
swim first thing in the morning 
and then again after a long day.

Although not for sports, 
junior Hannah Shames will also 
be in Florida for a few days. She 
said that she and her family will 
be in West Palm Beach, visiting 
her grandfather. Afterward, 
Hannah said they will go skiing 
at Stowe Mountain in Vermont.

Likewise, junior Maggie 
Eberle said she and her family 
will be driving the whole 24 hours 
down to Jupiter, Fla., to visit her 
grandma, an annual family tradi-
tion. While there, she said they 
will relax on the beach, hang out, 
and visit the Loggerhead Marine 
Center, a center for rescuing sea 
turtles. Maggie also said she plays 
pickleball with her grandma, 
a game similar to tennis, but 
played with a wooden racquet. 

There are so many possibili-
ties during Winter break, so make 
sure to take advantage of all your 
free time! Relax, hang out with 
friends, stay in shape for winter 
sports, enjoy time with family, 
celebrate the holidays, or catch 
up on sleep. Be sure to enjoy it 
and appreciate the precious time 
that you have because it’ll be 
ripped away from you pretty 
much as soon as break is over. 

Painting of former KO teacher Joel 
Lorden. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19. 

Walking into Roberts 
Theater, you can see the paint-
ings of Mr. and Mrs. Roberts, who 
were trustees of KO. This used to 
be a larger painting, but was later 

separated into two paintings, said 
History teacher Scott Dunbar. 

If you look to your left, 
you’ll see a very unique and 
colorful painting. By examining 
closely you can see that there 
is a little plaque underneath it. 

The plaque states that 
the painting was a gift from the 
Class of 2014 in memory of long 
time art teacher Patricia Rosoff. 

 As you walk up the 
stairs to the second floor of 
Roberts, there are even more 
mas te rp ieces  to  obse rve . 

You can notice framed 
photographs of retired faculty 
members, the most recent one 
being that of retired English 
teacher Meg Kasprak who left 
KO last spring. These picture 
frames continue all the way down 
the either sides of the hallways 

If you continue to walk 
down the hallway, you can 
observe the names of faculty 
members then notice a large 
painting of a man wearing a blue 
shirt. Many students pass by 
this painting everyday without 
knowing who the painting is of.

If you look to the left of 
the painting, there is a framed 
photo of the man himself. 
The painting is of retired KO 
teacher, Richard M. Caley, who 
taught at KO from 1970 - 2007. 

Further down the hallway, 
you will see another painting 
of a man, this time wearing a 
yellow shirt. As you noticed 
with the previous painting, 
if you look to the left of the 
painting and you can observe 
the faculty member’s name. 

Thus,  you know that 
this painting is of former 
teacher  Joel  Lorden,  who 
taught at KO from 1961-2003. 

The wooden plaques or 
shields in Roberts are dedi-
cated to the graduating class 
of that year. Each spring, the 
seniors who are graduating that 
year, carve their initials into the 
shields dedicated to their class. 

This is an old tradition at 
KO and is still being continued. 
If you observe the dates on the 
plaques, the earliest one present 
is from the class of 1922, and 
the most recent ones are the two 
plaques for the class of 2018. 

Furthermore, in front of 
Seaverns, there is a metallic 
sculpture of the Wyvern. Mr. 
Dunbar said that the sculpture 
was made for KO in Farmington 
and was bought by the class of 
1989 as a gift for the school. 

Now, when you walk 
around the school and notice 
some of the great art pieces, 
you will know their meanings. 
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Artist of the Month: Ali Meizels, 
by Jacqueline Dugan ’19

Someone who deserves 
notable praise is our very 
own photographer right here 
on the KO News. Senior Ali 
Meizels is a gifted photogra-

pher with clear natural talent. 
Ali always knew she 

loved to take pictures, but she 
started taking photography 
seriously in middle school. 

It was when she came to 
Camp KO for a photography 
camp the summer before eighth 
grade that she learned about 
photography as an art form, “Ever 
since then, I’ve been hooked! I got 
my first DSLR (a Canon Rebel 
T51) when I was a freshmen 
and I still have it now,” she said. 

From KO News to Retro-
spect, Ali is extremely involved 
with photography in the KO 
community. “Photography has 
definitely been my biggest involve-
ment at KO and has defined my 
high school experience,” she said. 

Ali has taken photos for 
the KO News since she was a 
freshmen and is now the head 
editor. She is also one of the 
head editors of Retrospect and 
frequently goes to many games 
and concerts with her camera to 

take pictures for people. “I think 
in general it’s just really fun to be 
the person who everyone knows 
takes photos at school,” she said. 

Outside of the commu-
nity, Ali runs a small business 
where she takes portraits of 

Musician of the 
Month: Jon Fu

Senior Jon Fu is one of 
the many talented musicians 
who contributes greatly to the 
music program on campus. 

Jon  p lays  the  v io l in 
and piano, but his main focus 
at the moment is the violin. 

“I started playing the violin 
in second grade, which was the 
first opportunity I got to play an 
instrument, and I loved it,” he said. 

Within the community, 
Jon is the concertmaster in the 
orchestra and Head Officer for the 
Tri-M, a Music Honors Society. 

Creative Arts  teacher 
and Director of the string 
ensemble Richard Chiarappa 
said that he knew Jon was fit 
for the role of concertmaster. 

“I could see that Jon was 
ready to be concertmaster; 
there requires a certain skill of a 
person in that position,” he said. 
“They have to be flexible and 
willing to work with people.” 

Outside of the KO commu-
nity, Jon has been playing with 
the West Hartford Symphony 
Orchestra for the past three 
years. “I enjoy working with 
them because it gives me an 
opportunity to play more with 
different people” Jon said. 

Jon uses music as a way 
to escape reality. “One thing I 
love about music is being able to 
lose track of time, whether it is 
playing or listening to it,” he said. 
Jon gets inspiration from Maxim 
Vengerov, a professional violinist. 

“I love the style that he 
plays in and am amazed by his 

by Jacqueline Dugan ’19 ability to play so carefree,” he said. 
Jon also loves experi-

encing music come to life. “One 
of my favorite things about 
music is hearing notes that are 
simply written on a piece of 
paper being played,” he said. 

Students who have had the 
opportunity to listen to Jon play 
rave about his musical skills. 
“Listening to Jon play during whole 
school concerts and by himself 
always impresses me, you can tell 

he really loves what he’s doing,” 
senior Andrew Holland said. 

Senior Adam Sonntag 
said that Jon is a very talented 
m u s i c i a n .  “ H e  a l w a y s 
plays very nicely,” he said. 

Jon’s love for the violin 
has grown throughout the years, 
and he doesn’t plan on stopping. 
He plans to continue playing 
music after high school.“I plan 
on playing in college with the 
school’s orchestra,” he said. 

Pianist and violinist senior Jon Fu 
poses for the camera. Photo Courtesy 
of Connor Caneday ’21. 

Hemingway parodies, 
winners, runners-up

Beginning in September, 
all KO junior English classes 
read a work of Hemingway and 
wrote a parody to enter into the 
Hemingway Parody Contest. 

After diligently working 
on their entries for the contest, 
the results were announced 
a t  a  Tu e s d a y  a s s e m b l y. 

Alma Clark won the grand 
prize, Juliana Kulak took second, 
and Julia Kanaan, Matthew 
Marottolo, and Kush Kataria 
all tied as second-runners up. 

The assignment, to write 
a couple pages of humorous 
writing that imitates Hemingway’s 
style, is harder than it sounds. 

English teachers Heather 
Wayne and Catherine Schieffelin, 
who were on the judging panel this 
year, both agreed that Hemingway 
can be difficult to imitate. 

“He’s a very dark writer 
so it’s kind of hard to make that 
funny,” Juliana agreed. Ms. 
Wayne said that Hemingway’s 
writing is great to parody because 
of its distinct style. “He has a lot 
of short declarative sentences,” 
she said. “Very minimalist so 
not a lot of in depth description, 
and pretty simple language.” 

Alma’s parody, which 
followed the plot of “The 
Short Happy Life of Francis 
Macomber,”  was set  a t  a 
middle school band concert 
with a lethal tuba “accident.” 

To mimic Hemingway’s 
style, Alma varied sentence 
lengths. “[I] alternat[ed] a lot 
between short and long sentences,” 

by Cici Chagnon ’21

Three of the winners pose for the cameria. From left to right, juniors Juliana 
Kulak, Julia Kanaan, and Alma Clark. Photo courtesy of  Jacqueline Pisani. 

Ali Meizels poses for a quick picture. 
Photo courtesy of Ali Meizels ’19.

“I am not sure 
if I’ll end up 
pursuing photog-
raphy as a career 
but I know I’ll 
never stop taking 
photos.”

–Ali Meizels

photographer extraordinaire

people. Although it is challenging 
with KO’s busy schedule, she 
tries to prioritize taking photos. 

A l i  l o v e s  c a p t u r i n g 

“Photography has 
definitely been my 
biggest involve-
ment at KO and 
has defined my 
high school expe-
rience.” 

-Ali Meizels

something raw in the moment. 
“Photography is unique 

in that it captures a moment 
exactly as it is; there’s no way 
to lie about the contents of a 
raw photograph,” she said. 

Last year, Ali was recognized 
for her talents and was granted the 
Rosoff Fellowship which gave 
her a stipend to pursue a photog-
raphy program in the summer. 

“I did a photo workshop 
in Paris which was incredible. 
I’m so grateful to KO for giving 
me that opportunity,” she said. 

Creative arts teacher Greg 
Scranton has worked with Ali on her 
photography since freshman year 
and has seen her grow as an artist.

Although Ali is not attending 
art school, she plans to continue 
photography after high school. 
“My dream would be to work 
part-time as a freelance photog-
rapher in college, and depending 
on where that path takes me, 
possibly pursue photography after 
college graduation,” she said. 

Ali said that she would love 
to become  a wedding or concert 
photographer. She would also 
love working for a publication 
like National Geographic. “The 
amazing thing is that photography 
could take me in so many direc-
tions,” she said. “I am not sure 
if I’ll end up pursuing photog-
raphy as a career, but I know 
I’ll never stop taking photos.” 

she said. “I made a lot of sentences 
run ons by just deleting all the 
periods and making it end.” 

Along with  with  her 
mocking of Hemingway, Alma’s 
jokes and humor are what set her 
parody apart from the rest. “It 
just had like her quirky humor 
in it too.” Ms. Schieffelin said. 
“She called [Francis Macomber] 
Francis Wet-Cucumber which 
I thought was just hilarious.”

Juliana said she enjoyed the 

creativity of the assignment. “I 
really liked just coming up with my 
own take on a Hemingway story,” 
she said. “I really liked ‘A Clean 
Well-Lighted Place,’ which is the 
one I chose to parody, so I really 
enjoyed following it closely.” 

Julia, whose untitled parody 
about children on a playground 
included interviewing her little 
cousin, said she liked the process of 

getting information to write about. 
Prior to writing their 

entries, each junior class read 
either a novel or short stories by 
Hemingway to get sense of his 
themes and style. “Hemingway 
has a very very distinctive style, 
so if you read a wide enough 
range of Hemingway you start 
to get a sense of his patterns 
and rhythms,” Ms. Wayne said. 

Ms. Schieffelin said that 
she likes that each class reads 

different works, since they get 
a larger variety of parodies. 

Overall, the guidelines are 
pretty loose and there’s a lot of 
freedom with the assignment. 
“What we’re looking for is a good 
understanding of what makes 
Hemingway work, and then looking 
for clever ways that the students 
then play with that and make 
it funny,” said Ms. Schieffelin.
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A triple threat: Katarias kill it at KO
by Madeleine Pelletier ’20

If having a twin is twice the 
fun, having two twins must be 
triple the fun, right? Juniors Esha, 
Luv, and Kush Kataria are triplets 
who face many questions about 
being a triplet on a daily basis. 

“I get that so often,” Esha 
said, laughing when asked what 
it’s like being a triplet. “I’ve 
never really had it any other way, 
so I feel like I’m so used to it.” 

Esha, Luv, and Kush all 
have a unique connection with 
one another, but that doesn’t 
mean they are the same person. 

People tend to make a lot of 
assumptions about being a twin or 
a triplet: they are attached at the 
hip or they struggle to find their 
own identities. All of the triplets 
said that this extreme is not true.  

According to Esha, being a 
triplet has its pros and cons. When 
the triplets were kids, they fought, 
as most siblings do. They would 
get into a lot of physical fights 
when they had trouble sharing 
and even fight over perceived 
favoritism from their parents. 

Esha said that she would 
get so angry with her parents 
when they seemed to be partial 
to one of her brothers. Their 
sibling rivalries would get to the 
point where the triplets would 
not say ‘Happy Birthday’ to 
one another, unless forced to.

“When we were younger, 
we used to fight a lot,” Esha said. 

“When you’re younger, and you 
don’t like to have to compromise.” 
The triplets, naturally, had to learn 
to compromise more than most 
siblings do, but they all claimed to 
have matured, and their relationship 
has only strengthened with time. 

The tr iplets  were al l 
brought up with the same 
values: to be helpful and hard-

working. “Even though we might 
get into arguments, I think, at 
the end of the day, we have a 
great relationship,” Kush said.

Esha agreed. “I feel like a lot 
of people think of us as one unit 
‘cause we are always together,’” 
Esha said. “My brothers were 
closer because they played the 
same sports or had the same friends 
at school.” In middle school, the 
boys went to a different school than 
Esha. Esha said that she was fine 
going to separate schools, but she 
also would not have minded going 
to the same school as her brothers. 
She said she did notice, though, 
that in middle school the siblings 
didn’t feel as connected because 
their schedules were all different. 

Now at KO, their schedules 
are a lot more similar. They even 
have some of the same classes and 
teachers, allowing them to help one 
another out with homework and 
provide a strong support system. 
Even though it can be a little weird 
to have  classes with   siblings, 
the triplets said they disagree. 
“You never feel lonely, almost, 
because there’s always someone 

to talk to if you need help, like 
with homework,” Kush said. 

The triplets are all inter-
ested in science and write for 
the KO News, but they also do 
many separate activities. “My 
brother and I like to play soccer 
or basketball against each other,” 
Luv said. Like most siblings, 
they are often competitive with 
one another regarding sports. 
Esha, on the other hand, said she 
is  more sensitive and focused

Despite their differences, the 
triplets are often lumped together. 
“I always get asked questions like, 
‘Where’s your brother?’ and I’m 
like, ‘I don’t know! I’m not attached 
to him,” Esha said, laughing. 

At the same time, the triplets 
would not want their lives any other 
way.“I can’t imagine being an only 
child because I feel like it would be 
so hard not having anyone who’s 
your age at home,” Esha said. 
In high school, where everyone 
is trying to find “their people,” 
perhaps Esha, Luv, and Kush 
had the advantage of starting as a 
group, but they now face the diffi-
culties of forging their own paths. 

The 2016 presidential elec-
tion ushered in an era of civilian 
political awareness that put young 
people posting on Twitter into 
national news articles, debate 
stages (i.e. Cameron Kasky and 
Marco Rubio after the shooting 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School) and at the forefront 
of marches to the state capital that 
will find their place into history 
textbooks in the next 20 years. 

In 2018, much of this energy 
was turned into the streets, as young 
voters could be found canvassing 
for local candidates preceding the 
midterm election; TeenVogue and 
Instagram implored newly-eligible 
voters to exercise their right on the 
front pages of the online magazine 
and app upon every other click; 
teenage and millennial celebri-
ties made videos advertising 
midterm voting as frequently and 
emphatically as a hair product 
or designer brand clothing. 

NPR reported that Taylor 
Swift breaking her political silence 
and endorsing a Democratic candi-
date in her home state of Tennessee 
spurred a seven fold increase in 
early voting by eligible individ-
uals aged 18 to 29 in the state. 
According to The Atlantic, all of 
these efforts translated into a 188 
percent increase nationally in early 
voting by individuals age 18 to 29 
from 2014’s midterm elections. 

As incendiary as statements 
and policies coming from the White 
House may be, midterm elections 
have greater influence on our daily 
lives than federal ones: they deter-
mine who examines and regulates 
the quality of our public schools, 
who makes decisions about 
driving laws and what becomes 
of public resources, who responds 
in the face of statewide emer-

gency. Knowledge of presiden-
tial affairs is ubiquitous, but how 
aware were KO students during 
the most recent local elections?

A poll issued by the KO 
News revealed that, of the 
students from all four forms that 
answered, only 21.6 percent 
were completely aware of who 
held office in townwide (mayor, 
district representatives, etc.) and 
state (senators, governor) positions 
prior to the midterm elections. 

However, during the elec-
tion, 43.2 percent of students 
reported being aware of the 
representatives running for office 
in their district, for senator and 
governor, and the parties all candi-
dates were affiliated with, and 40.5 
percent of students being slightly 
less aware. As far as the specific 

Midterm madness
by Juanita Asapokhai ’20

Fashionista of the 
Month: Nell Schwartz

For the past seven years 
at KO, senior Nell Schwartz 
has certainly showed off her 
unique and stylish fashion sense. 

She tends to shop at a wide 
range of stores, including Urban 
Outfitters, Free People, Nord-
strom, H&M, and her favorite, 
Forever 21. With so many options, 
her wardrobe is quite extensive. 

Additionally, Nell said 
her favorite clothing brands for 
everyday wear include I. AM. 
GIA, Fila, and Free People; the 
more high end stores that she 
enjoys are Di$count Universe, 
Louis Vuitton, and Versace. 

“I would describe my style 
as bold and versatile,” Nell said. “I 
like to take risks. Sometimes, I love 
to dress really bohemian, some-
times glam, sometimes vintage. I 
definitely don’t have one style.”

Nell certainly has the ability 
to change up her styles daily and 
appeal to many different occa-
sions. “I look up to certain influ-
encers like Olivia Jade, some-
times Kylie Jenner, but mostly 
just myself,” Nell said. With such 
great self love, Nell constantly uses 
her own voice to inspire others. 

Nell also shared that the 
clothing and outfits that she wears 
on the weekend are similar, but 
slightly different from her school 
looks. This is because there is no 
dress code to follow, allowing 
for a little more skin, graphic 
items, crop tops, and denim. 

Some necessary accesso-
ries that add a fun touch to her 
outfits are necklaces and rings 
that are often layered on each 
other. While, she does not love 
bracelets, she occasionally adds 

a statement belt or fun sunglasses 
for looks outside of school.

With a diverse love for 
fashion, Nell does not have one 
specific favorite piece of clothing, 
but she does love shoes. “From 
cool sneakers to heels, they can 
make or break an outfit,”Nell said. 
“I also love cool, big jackets.” 

She does not necessarily 
have an outfit color scheme, but will 
wear any color to switch things up. 

In the fashion world, Nell 
said that she and her friends 

by Sophia Kaufman ’20

Seeing triple? Triplets Esha, Luv and Kush pose for the camera in a 
family Christmas photo shoot. Photo courtesy of Esha Kataria ’20.

collaborate to create cool outfits. 
”I do consider myself somewhat of 
a trend setter,” Nell said. “I gain 
inspiration from a lot of people, 
especially my friends because we 
like to build off of each other.”

If one has trouble picking 
out outfits, Nell said to  just be 
one’s self. Everyone has their 
own fashion sense, and it is 
important to wear clothing that 
one genuinely likes and feels 
good in. “Adding a cool state-
ment piece,” Nell said, “whether 
a necklace, some shoes, or a belt 
can add that special something to 
an outfit and take it up a notch.” 

Nell works her unique hip outfit. 
Photo courtesy of Nell Schwartz’ 19.

“Around 16, teen-
agers become 
responsible 
enough to recog-
nize that the deci-
sions they make 
affect not only 
them, but society 
as a whole.” 
-Esha Shrivastav 

 political stances of candidates on 
key issues being debated nation-
ally stage (e.g.. marijuana legaliza-
tion, women’s reproductive rights, 
etc), only 33.8 percent of students 
were entirely aware of the opin-
ions, while 43.2 percent reported 
being somewhat aware of them. 

True to Gen Z stereotype, 
71.2 percent of poll answers 
reported getting all their informa-
tion about the candidates predomi-
nantly via social media, followed 
closely by TV ads and general 
word of mouth (both 57.5percent); 
39 .7  percen t  o f  s tuden ts 
performed their own personal 
research of candidates as well. 

One-month post election, 
a majority of students reported 
feeling more aware of local 
and state representatives and 
their political stances, but 36.5 
percent indicated no signifi-
cant change in their knowledge. 

Though lowering the voting 
age to 16 is laughable to most 
adults, politicians and laymen 
alike, the changing political 
landscape and heightened level 
of awareness in young people 
might make a better case for it. 

“I think that the voting 
age should be lowered, because 
with the resources available 
today, people younger than 18 
have enough information to vote 
wisely,” said junior Esha Shriv-
astav. “I believe that around 16, 
teenagers become responsible 
enough to recognize that the deci-
sions they make affect not only 
them, but society as a whole.” 

A difference of two years 
does not appear so signifi-
cant in any other context, 
so why is  i t  in  pol i t ics? 

Or does the brain chem-
istry that makes teenagers more 
likely to act recklessly in large 
groups prevent them from having 
the temperance of an adult voter 
(who, at 18, is by every definition 
except legally still a teenager)? 

Debate amongst your friends, 
ask your parents, grandparents 
and teachers, and give them this 
article as evidence for this stance – 
should the voting age be lowered? 
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Colson Whitehead’s novels 
span seemingly disparate genres. 
His words take readers from 
the horrors of slavery, to current 

day Central Park, to a futuristic 
apocalypse—transporting them 
with metaphors, pop-culture 
references, and wry humor. 
He encapsulates facets of the 
human condition in each page. 

M r.  W h i t e h e a d  s a i d 
that interest in writing stems 
from his  childhood fasci-
nation with the X-Men. “I 
thought writing the X-Men 
would be a good gig,” he said. 

Despite being a voracious 
reader of comic books and the 
classics, Mr. Whitehead said he 
only wrote a handful of stories 
while in high school and college. 

Aside from writing, Mr. 
Whitehead said that cooking is one 
of his major creative outlets. At the 
Thursday Symposium class dinner, 
he explained that his favorite food 
to cook is jerk-seasoned pork. 
After sifting through countless 
cookbooks, he finally settled 
on the perfect recipe. His secret 
ingredient in this recipe is a close-
guarded secret which the KO News 
cannot reveal.Whitehead said he is 
also a fried-chicken connoisseur, 
recently making forays into Indian 
and Korean fried chicken recipes. 

Placing the skillet down, 
Mr. Whitehead said he draws 
writing inspiration from a 
variety of different sources. 

“Sometimes, I am reading 
a magazine article or watching 
something on the news and I think, 
‘Oh, that could be a weird idea 
for a book,’” he said. “With ‘Sag 
Harbor,’ I was just thinking I didn’t 
like being a teenager so maybe I 
should write about being a teenager 
and figure out why I didn’t like it. 

He said that his inspiration 
for his zombie novel came differ-
ently. “‘Zone One’ came from 
having a dream,” he said. “I had a 
dream about zombies, and I woke 
up and thought ‘Oh, well that’s a 
cool idea for a book,’ so it varies.”

His first published novel, 
“The Intuitionist,” follows the first 
woman of color elevator inspector 
Lila Mae Watson in a world rife 
with political division. Mr. White-
head said the original idea came 
from a news story about a faulty 

escalator. In “The Intuitionist,” 
Mr. Whitehead created a fictional 
animosity between the elevator and 
escalator inspectors. “Someone had 
to be the butt of the jokes,” he said. 

In fact, in a September 
visit, Director of Service Quality 
at Otis Elevator Brian Frye 
informed the Symposium class 
that—beyond Lila Mae’s world—
there is a certain hostility between 
the two inspector professions.

W h i l e  w o r k i n g  o n 
his own novels, Mr. White-
head teaches college writing. 

He said that a good story is 
one that is original and creative. 
“Is it interesting?” he said. “Is 
it new? Is it not like, ‘I was at a 
big keg party and I broke up with 
my boyfriend or girlfriend.’” 

In his classes, Mr. White-
head said he likes stories that are 
compelling. “You know I hate 
what I have seen before so [what 
I look for is] style, it’s story. It’s 
hard to describe because obvi-
ously, a student’s story that is five 
pages is not going to have a lot 
of plot,” he said, “but if you have 
an interesting way of looking at 
the world, a nice turn of phrase 
– I am always very happy.”

Outside of classrooms, in 
2011, on-assignment for “Grant-
land,” Mr. Whitehead competed 
in the World Series of Poker. 

His original 80-page maga-
zine article morphed into his 
2014 book “The Noble Hustle: 
Poker, Beef Jerky & Death.” 

Mr. Whitehead said that while 
“The Noble Hustle” is non-fiction, 
the “Colson Whitehead” within 
its pages is somewhat of a cari-
cature of the real-life counterpart.

“Well, it’s non-fiction and 
I’m definitely not interesting, 
and so having this persona of 
a weird, middle-aged depres-
sive worked,” he said. “I was on 
Twitter, where various people do 

this kind of – I call it performa-
tive despair – these kinds of weird 
jokes, self-deprecating jokes 
,and so that character grew out 
of just kind of sad humor I was 
putting out on Twitter at the time.”

Mr. Whitehead also said that 
writing the “Grantland” article, 
originally titled “Occasional 
Dispatches from the Republic 
of Anhedonia,” was a marked 
departure from book writing.  

“I was thinking about what 
a different kind of project it was 
for me,” he said. “You write 
a novel, you’re in your little 
hovel for two years and then you 
emerge. With this, I was writing 
in public; it was serialized. It was 
great to have that sort of commu-
nity sort of cheering, digging the 
article that was coming out, and 
I took a lot of energy from that.” 

In order to prepare for the 
grueling four-day World Series 
event, Mr. Whitehead read poker 
strategy books by Doyle Brunson, 
got a professional poker coach, 
started seeing a shrink, and played 
in numerous taxing practice tour-
naments, according to his telling 
in “The Noble Hustle” at least. 

“And then, you know, I 
mostly hung around the house 
having to learn how to play 
tournament poker and do the 
research,” he said.“Learning 
something new was good for me 
at that point in my life, to sort 
of break out and change it up.”

In light of Mr. Whitehead’s 
poker days, senior KO News 
Editors Lian Wolman and Ben 
Small, as well as senior Sympo-
sium student Jason Meizels, sat 
down with Mr. Whitehead to play 
a few hands of Texas Hold ‘em. 

The end result of what 
will surely go down in the 
history books as “the game of 
the century,” was a firm draw. 

Mr. Whitehead proved that 
he still carries much of his 2011 
experience with him, bluffing 
Jason off of a winning hand. 

Jason’s pair of jacks was 
no match for the author’s smiling 
and inquisitive poker face.

At one point during a 
hand, Mr. Whitehead explained 
the comparative advantage of 

checking instead of folding. 
“You can check until there 

is a bet to you,” he said. “At this 
point, if you don’t know anything 
,you might as well stay in because 
you might get a free card.” 

At f i r s t  g lance ,  th i s 
comment might appear to be a 
simple one on the rules of poker. 

Upon further examination, 
perhaps it’s a metaphor about 
contending with the hand life 
deals you. When Mr. Whitehead 
is concerned, you never know 
when he might drop some wisdom. 

Whi le  h is  compet ing 
days are over, Mr. Whitehead 
said he stills plays poker casu-
ally, but less than when he was 
training for the World Series. 

“Well, I had a monthly game 
and now we play sort of quarterly,” 
he said. “We’re all sort of older and 
have kids and a little tired,” he 
said. “If there’s a casino in town, 
like in New York, maybe I would 
play more, but [playing] has defi-
nitely gone down a lot since then.”

Reviewing Mr. Whitehead’s 
work, much of his writing takes 
seemingly ordinary topics – the 
subway, for example – or the tribu-
lations of adolescents, and explores 
their complexities and profundities. 

In “The Noble Hustle,” 
he explores the myriad nuances 
and funny moments of the game 
of poker and those who play it.

M r.  W h i t e h e a d  s a i d 
that after writing a book by 
immersing himself in a world 
for months on end, he tends 
to distance himself from that 
particular subject for a while.

“I  won’t  wri te  about 
elevators again,” he said. 

Despite changing genres 
and plots, one ever-present char-
acter in most of Mr. Whitehead’s 
books is New York City. “It’s my 
hometown,” he said. “I get a lot 
of energy from it, I get a lot of 
ideas and stuff like that from it. 
So it’s just an important place.” 

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  M a r k 
Spitz—the protagonist in Mr. 
Whitehead’s sixth novel “Zone 
One”—clears  zombies out 
of New York City’s avenues, 
subways, and office buildings. 

Mr. Whitehead also wrote a 

collection of essays about the city 
called “The Colossus of New York.”

“Well, you know, the city 
lends itself different metaphors,” 
he said. “Are you out of the 
burrough or are you in? Are you 
on the inside? Are you on the 
outside looking in? I am writing 
about the city and, you know, 
I was trying to find different 
ways of thinking about it.”

by Ben Small ’19 and 
Lian Wolman ’19

A conversation with Colson

Colson Whitehead gives wise words to KO students by sharing life stories and 
writing advise during a Q&A session on Friday. Photo by Ali Miezels ’19.

Colson Whitehead plays a few hands of Texas Hold’em with KO students. Photo courtesy of Ali Meizels ’19.

“Sometimes, I am 
reading a maga-
zine article or 
watching some-
thing on the news 
and I think, ‘Oh, 
that could be a 
weird idea for a 
book.’”

–Mr. Whitehead

Diving into Mr. White-
head’s novel  “Zone One,” 
Connecticut is the worst place to 
be. Mark Spitz often refers to it 
as “repugnant” or “loathsome.” 

Mr. Whitehead explained 
that he personally doesn’t have 
any gripes with the Nutmeg 
state. “Just as a practical manner, 
the world is the apocalypse,” 
he said. “The world is a terrible 
place but what’s even the worse 
place in this fallen world. So, it 
had to be some state, and New 
Jersey was too obvious because 
everyone hates New Jersey, 
so I just picked Connecticut.”

Despite his character’s 
detestation of Connecticut, 
Mr. Whitehead said he thor-
oughly enjoyed his visit to KO. 

“It is not very often that 
people have read more than one 
of my books,” he said. “When I 
visit a college or a grad program, 
they have read like one thing, so 
to have you guys be so thoughtful 
and read so deeply into the 
back catalogs was really nice
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KO Conservative Diversity Club 
by Ishaa Sohail ’20 and 
Ben Small ’19

Are you afraid to express 
your political opinions at school? 
Are you afraid that your peers will 
judge you for what you believe in? 
Do you feel oppressed because 
your viewpoints on controver-
sial topics don’t align with what 
everyone around you thinks? 

In late October 2018, with 
these questions in mind, seniors 
Matt Safalow and Michael Auto-
rino created the KO Conserva-
tive Diversity Club with the 
goal of promoting diversity of 
opinions and providing a venue 
for open political dialogue. 

The club seeks to dispel 
the stigma and stereotypes that 
they feel accompany being 
conservative at KO, Matt said. 

Matt said he believes that 
diversity of thought is some-
thing that KO is currently 
lacking and desperately needs. 
“I really want to get rid of the 
stigma that there is for being 
conservative at KO,” Matt said.

During the club’s concep-
tion, Matt emailed Dean of Students 
William Gilyard and discussed 
what the club would encompass. 

Matt said that the club’s 
objective is to change what it 
means to be a conservative on 
campus by re-branding and 
promoting free market values.

Mr. Gilyard said he didn’t 
have any concerns and said that 
he thinks that having the club is 
a nice way to come together and 
not only learn about conservatism, 
but also other political viewpoints. 

“I see it like any of the 
other clubs on campus, and I 
hope that they are able to foster 
and support civil discourse,” 
Mr. Gilyard said. “I do think 
that it is unfortunate that it was 
born out of feelings of inequity.”

Matt said he feels that 
the club addresses the polit-
ical problems he sees at KO. 

“Conservatives often feel 
uncomfortable to speak in class, 
largely due to the known political 
leanings of their teachers,” Matt 

said. “Speakers at KO, specifi-
cally Symposium authors and 
speakers brought in for diversity 
assemblies, are also very liberal 
and usually make conservative 
students feel uncomfortable and 
unwelcome in this community. 

These speakers are brought 
in by the very people who claim 
to be fostering a place where 
students on both sides should 
feel comfortable and where 
‘civil discourse’ can occur. 

These two goals will 
never come to fruition when 
the people being brought in to 
speak in front of the students are 
clearly liberal and often proclaim 
their hate for conservatives.” 

The club met for the 
first time on Nov. 5, 2018 
,in the Conklin Library, and 
almost 60 students attended. 

“I think that it is always a 
good idea to have places where civil 
discourse can happen in a produc-
tive way,”  junior Juliana Kulak 
said about the creation of the club. 

“While I may have different 
political opinions, I respect 
them for engaging all members 
in the community,” she said.  

Junior Spencer Schaller said 
he thinks that healthy civil discourse 
is more important than ever. 

“Everyone doesn’t agree 
with each other and you don’t 
have to, but I find to create a politi-
cally stimulating environment, it’s 
important for everyone to be open 
to hearing other ideas,” he said.

“For a while, I was always 
kind of close-minded and stuck to, 
I believe the saying is, ‘my side of 
the aisle,’  but once you open up a 
bit more, you realize how things 
change, the grey side of things and 
that it’s important to look at both 
sides of an argument even if you 
may inherently disagree with it.”

Freshman Patrick Schwab 
said he fully supports the club. 
“I think this is an absolute genius 
idea and should continue to 
speak about how we can change 
the climate of conversation in 
the classroom, not just speak 
about political topics sometimes 
out of our control,” he said.

Others said they believe 
that there is not an anti-conser-
vative stigma at KO. “I believe 
that [KO] is certainly a liberal 
environment but not to the point 
where anyone who’s conservative 
should actually feel discriminated 
against,” senior Josh Leshem said.

Junior Madeline Arcaro 
said she agrees with Josh. “[The 
club is] a fine idea but some of the 
group’s announcements sounded 
like they were saying Republicans 
are victims or something,” she 
said. “I think that that is ignorant.”

Senior Jason Meizels said 
he was concered with the use of 
the word“marginalized” to refer 
to conservatives on campus. 
“Claiming that conservatives 
are persecuted for their political 
ideology devalues the experi-
ences of members of our commu-
nity and the outside world who 
actually have to contend with 
systemic oppression,” he said.

Indeed, some students 
said they think that KO’s 
political environment is actu-
a l l y  v e r y  c o n s e r v a t i v e . 

“ [ K O  i s ]  i n c r e d i b l y 
conservative,” sophomore Mary 
Ellen Carroll said. “People 
walk around with Trump 2020 
stickers on their backpacks. We 
have small clubs of liberals who 
just so happen to be very loud.”

Form 1 Dean Clay Miles 
said he is a firm supporter of open 
political dialogue but that the 
club gives him pause. “I believe 
there should be a place for any 
and all groups to share thoughts 
and ideologies,” he said. “[But] 
I must admit that the name: 
Conservative Diversity throws 
me. What does it really mean?”

In the wake of the 2016 
presidential election and the 
recent 2018 midterm elections, 
the United  States is a divided 
country. That division seems 
to be finding its way into KO. 

“I am very impressed that 
some of the students are politi-
cally engaged, and it makes me 
hopeful for our country,” Director 
of Marketing and Communications 
Jackie Pisani said. “Unfortunately, 

the political environment in our 
nation right now is very divisive 
and toxic, and I can’t help but think 
that it may spill over into conversa-
tions on campus. However, overall, 
I feel people are tolerant of other 
points of view or at least try to 
be. I believe the KO community 
is representative of both liberal 
and conservative mindsets.”

In  a  recent  pol i t ica l 
climate survey on Dec. 2 and  3, 
2018, the KO News polled 188 
faculty members and Upper 
School students. Over 130 
students participated with each 
form contributing roughly a 
quarter of student responses. 

The survey asked respon-
dents their political party affili-
ation (Democrat, Republican, 
Libertarian, Green Party, Social, 
or Independent) and how they 

and Republicans,” senior Janvi 
Sikand said. “Very few candidates 
or elected officials on either side of 
the aisle seem to speak for us about 
the issues that affect us the most.” 

Freshman Teddy Schwartz 
said he feels that national 
political divisiveness certainly 
affects the KO community. 

“I think there is a mix of 
kids at KO but most of them are 
either very liberal or very conser-
vative,” Teddy said. “I think 
it is a polarizing environment 
sometimes; there are not enough 
moderate people at KO right now, 
also not in the world right now.”

Faculty tended to be more 
Democratic. Over 60 percent of 
faculty surveyed supported Demo-
crats compared to around 40 percent 
of students, and just 8.8 percent of 
faculty said they support Repub-

Student and faculty party affiliation pie chart. Created by Ben Small ’19. 

Faculty party affiliation pie chart. Created by Ben Small ’19. 

Student party affiliation pie chart. Created by Ben Small ’19. 

identify on both economic 
and social issues (Liberal, 
Lean Liberal, Moderate, Lean 
Conservative, or Conservative).

Almost 47 percent of those 
surveyed indicated that they iden-
tify with the Democratic Party, 34.6 
percent as Independents, and 14.4 
percent with the Republican Party. 

About four percent indicated 
their support for either the Liber-
tarian Party or the Green Party.

A substantial number of 
students and faculty indicated that 
they do not align with any partic-
ular political party. Perhaps this 
party disillusionment is due to the 
fact that young people tend to view 
the political arena as an increas-
ingly divisive and partisan one. 
“I think that young people espe-
cially are starting to lose faith in 
the two-party system of Democrats 

licans, compared to 16.8 percent 
of students. As a percentage, twice 
as many students as faculty align 
with Republicans on average. 

And indeed, the number 
of independent students was 
around seven percent greater 
than that of faculty members.

“As is the case with many 
academic institutions, I believe 
we lean towards the liberal camp 
especially as far as faculty are 
concerned,” Mr. Miles said. 
“Student views not as much.”

Another interesting differ-
ence between students and faculty 
is that no faculty member indicated 
their support for either the Green 
Party or the Libertarian Party. 

Around six percent of 
students, on the other hand, 
indicated their support for 
these so-called “third parties.” 

inspires campus-wide discourse
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Student opinions: what’s changed

Although with each decade 
the world around us changes, the 
opinions of KO students have 
mostly lasted throughout the years. 

Inside the dusty pages of 
the October 1933 edition of The 
Kingswood News, lies an article 
titled “Shoulder to Shoulder.” The 
editorial outlines the duty one has 
to elevate the rest of humanity. 

“The  wor ld  proper ly 
despises anyone who is lazy or 
selfish enough to believe that he 
has the right to complain of his 
fair share of hardship and diffi-
culty,” the article reads. “At this 
time such a person is apt to injure 
his society as well as himself.”

Current senior Dan Carroll 
agreed. “Communities need to help 
each other,” he said. “It’s good to 
not be lazy or selfish, but at the same 
time you can’t work all the time 
and never think about yourself.”

Dan also said jokingly that 
he appreciates these qualities 
to an extent. “I like laziness,” 
he said. “Being lazy is fun.”

Jumping to the 1950s, 
morals were the key focus. In the 
1951 October issue of the news-
paper, one editorial described 
why a boy educates himself.

“After all, a person doesn’t 
go to school merely to see what 
kind of marks he will obtain,” the 
article stated. “He goes to mold 
his character and to broaden his 
knowledge. By cheating in an 
effort to obtain impressive marks, 
he succeeds only in breaking 

by Taline Norsigian ’19 down his own character. What 
cheater can possibly be proud of 
a high mark if he himself knows 
to what resources he has had to 
stoop in order to receive them.”

The article went on to 
state what cheating truly means. 
“Cheating is a contagious and 
habit-forming disease that 
must be fought against with all 
possible energy,” the article reads.

Current  junior  Remy 
McCoy agreed. “I think cheating 
is terrible,” she said. “You 
just feel guilty if you cheat.” 

Not everyone KO student 
held cheating to the utmost 
detestation. “If you cheat you 
get a rush of excitement; it’s 
bad but sometimes it happens,” 
an anonymous student said. 

Onward to an October 1960 
editorial. KO students saw the value 
in learning about local government.

“If Kingswood provides 
any kind of barometer of how 
well American teenagers are 
informing themselves now, we will 
have no worries about ignorant 
voters when these people become 
21,” the article reads. “Although 
this type of interest among non-
voters may seem unimportant, it 
has two noteworthy results. First, 
student questioning and discus-
sion serves to keep actual voters 
on their toes, and second, the 
experience in choosing a candi-
date will have obvious good results 
when the students become voters 
themselves,” the editorial stated.

Current junior Sidney Taffe 
agreed. “I think that we should 

know what’s going on in local 
government and legislation that’s 
going on in our towns because 
it’s going to affect us,” she said.

On May 18, 1973, KO 
published a news article called 
“Unfounded Prejudgement: A 
Threat to Civil Rights” by Buzz 
Hauss. The Watergate scandal, 
a break-in by five men into the 
Democratic National Committee 
headquarters in Washington, 
D.C., had just exploded across 
every newspaper front page. 

“The press has employed 
sensationalism and semantic tech-
niques to imply direct involvement 
and guilt on the part of men whose 
implication in the case is based on 
no more than hearsay,” he said.

Buzz firmly held his posi-
tion. “The courts should be 
allowed, under due process, 

to determine guilt or inno-
cence; trial by headlines is not 
the American system,” he said.

In terms of the Watergate 
investigation, Buzz said that 
the public should wait until the 
investigation is over to make an 
accusation. “And so, now, as the 
courts can conduct the judging of 
Watergate fairly and effectively, it 
is time for the press and the rest of 
the country to return to working for 
the nation’s welfare, both domestic 
and international, and reserve 
judgement on Watergate until all 
the facts are in,” he concluded.

When asked if we should 
listen to investigations rulings, 
current senior Charlotte Cyr 
related her answer to current inves-
tigations. “I think people shouldn’t 
always believe the decisions,” she 
said. “Sometimes it’s not right, like 

in the Kavanaugh investigation. 
There wasn’t enough hard evidence 
so they claimed he wasn’t ‘guilty.’”

Flashing forward to around 
our generation, Jonathan Cohen 
wrote an article titled “Dress 
Down Day” in the KO News 
published on May 24, 2002.

Jonathan acknowledged 
that the easiest way to give money 
to a cause is through dress down 
days but said that this strategy is 
flawed. “We should be careful 
to focus on the actual acts of 
charity along with the finan-
cial aspect; throwing money 
around the cafeteria devalues 
the spirit of altruism,” he said.

To provide a solution, Jona-
than suggested making one’s 
actions sincere. “We should 
be conscious as a community 
to make sure that everything 
we do is with utmost care and 
that we don’t push aside issues 
with our affluence,” he said.

When asked about dress 
down days, junior Emily Lemkuil 
said she has mixed feelings. 

“I think it’s fine,” she 
said. “Now dress down days 
might not be the best because 
you’re not taking time out of 
your day to help other people, 
but you are doing it for a cause.”

KO students have always 
been individuals with differing 
opinions on controversial issues. 
Although not everyone agrees, 
the KO community will continue 
to be open-minded enough to 
discuss what we might disagree 
on for many years to come.

by Sloan Duvall ’21

Fall into Wyvern style: a glance at fashion trends
Around the senior green, 

a sea of students wear plain 
sweaters and North Face jackets.  
However, a few stand out from 
the crowd in unique outfits with 
runway-inspired pieces. One 
girl looks cozy but stylish in an 
oversized, fuzzy jacket. Another 
looks retro chic with high waisted 
plaid pants. A few other girls look 
trendy in cute camo cargo pants 
and cropped corduroy jackets.  

These are just a few of the 
fashion trends that have stood out 
this year on KO’s campus. They 
are both dress code approved 
and look fresh off the runway.  

The “fuzzy jacket” trend is 
both functional for New England 
weather and adorable.  Fuzzy 
jackets, or “teddy-bear” jackets, 
can be made out of sherpa, faux 
fur, or shearling. They come in 
many colors, but the most popular 
appear to be neutrals such as 
tan, black, white and light pink. 

The fuzzy jacket trend 
exploded after the brand I. AM. 
GIA released their “pixie coat” in 
early 2018. The pixie coat, which 
retails for $110 and comes in 
caramel, black, red and white, is 
described as an “oversized teddy 
coat.” Celebrities like Ariana 
Grande, Bella Hadid, and Selena 
Gomez are seen wearing the pixie 
coat on their Instagram pages. 

Now, almost every brand has 
made their version of a fuzzy jacket 
and shoppers can’t get enough. 
Senior Jacqueline Dugan is one 
of these mesmerized shoppers. “I 
have three different colors of fuzzy 
jackets,” Jacqueline said. “I wear 
a different one every single day 
because I am obsessed with them.” 

S o p h o m o r e  M a d d i e 
Theissen enjoys wearing fuzzy 
jackets because of their practicality.  
“I like fuzzy jackets because they 
are warm,” Maddie said. Junior 

Remy McCoy agreed with Maddie 
and also said she finds them easy 
to throw on with every outfit.

Corduroy is another material 
that has recently made a come-
back on KO’s campus.  Skirts, 
pants, dresses, and jackets in a 
wide array of colors are popular 
corduroy items. This 70s style 
became trendy after brands 
like Urban Outfitters and Zara 
gave them a modern twist by 
designing mini skirts and cropped 
jackets made out of corduroy. 

Sophomore Margo Dowgie-
wicz thinks this trend is perfect for 
this time of year. “They are great 
for fall attire because they come 
in all sorts of colors,” Margo said. 
Sophomore Melissa Hasbrouck 
is another wearer of this trend. “I 
love how the material is soft and 
keeps me warm,” Melissa said. 
“I also think it is very stylish.”  

Besides fabrics, a print that 
can be found all over KO’s campus 
is camouflage. Camo pants, skirts, 
shirts, dresses and even jackets 
are all popular clothing items. 
This trend seems to have caught 
on after many designers featured 
camo on their runways during 
fashion month, which took place in 
September of this year. Designers 
like Zadig & Voltaire, Jeremy 
Scott, and Michael Kors all incor-
porated camo into their shows, 
whether it be with camo jackets, 
cargo pants, or even pencil skirts.  

Many KO students have 
caught on to the camo trend and 
have incorporated it into their 
school wardrobes. Junior Sophia 
Kaufman is a big supporter of the 
camo trend. “I have camo leggings, 
pants, a shirt, a coat, and a skirt,” 
Sophia said. “I love camo because 
it is a great new fashion trend that 
helps you be unique and stylish.” 

Sophomore Shreeya Chal-
ikonda said she also loves this 
trend because of its  useful-
ness. “I have black camo pants, 

which I like because you can 
just wear it with a plain t-shirt 
and it looks cute,” Shreeya said. 

This next print is a blast 
from the past. All around campus, 
90s-inspired plaid pants can 
be seen on the legs of trendset-
ting girls. This preppy, throw-
back style became popular when 
models like Gigi Hadid and Kaia 
Gerber transformed this trend 
from work wear to chic street 
style in the spring and fall of 
2018. High waisted, paper bag, 
and flair-cut plaid pants in black, 
tan, navy, and burgundy are some 
popular renditions of this trend. 

Sophomore Snehaa Ram 
said she really enjoys a darker 
plaid print. “Yesterday I wore 
black and white plaid pants,” 
Snehaa said, “I like the way it 
contrasts the colors outside.” 

Senior Nell  Schwartz 
thinks this trend is perfect for 
the season. “I like them because 
they are different and espe-
cially good for fall,” Nell said.

Kingswood Oxford students 
have certainly dressed to impress 
this year. From jackets to skirts to 
pants, Wyverns have been in style 
from head to toe. For some bonus 
trends and an opportunity to shop 
these styles, make sure to view 
the web edition of this article at 
thekonews.org. Also, make sure to 
vote on the poll as to which trend 
you would be most likely to try!  

Runway fashion trends strut onto campus. Photo courtesy of Google Images.

Tattered and faded KO newspapers lay askew, as the words of former KO 
students live on in the minds of current students. As students are diverse in 
thought, they can still debate issues from 1933. Photo by Taline Norsigian ’19.



Boys A soccer finishes season 3-3-1
Overwhelmed by  the 

strength of their opponents and 
set back by the considerable 
number of game cancellations, the 
Middle School boys A soccer team 
happily finished the fall season 
with a satisfactory 3-3-1 record. 
Even better was the fact that the 
team was undefeated in games 
that Head Coach Andy Krugman 
considered to be competitive.

Coach Krugman praised his 
team. “This group just did not give 
up,” he said. He noted that even 
though the Hopkins School team 
was very talented, the KO team 
kept fighting throughout the game. 

“At the start [of the season], 
we were a decent team,” eighth-
grader midfielder Ethan Leshem 

said. “Developing is an important 
part of the team and we did that 
well.” Leshem said that some of 
the team’s focuses in practice were 
defending and communication.

At the beginning of the 
season, one of the team’s goals 
was to improve ball control. 
“[The team worked on] being 
able to trap and pass and maintain 
control while always still looking 
to attack,” Coach Krugman said. 
“Good teams can do both; they 
can trap and pass and move.”

Regarding the team’s 
highlights this season, Leshem 
ment ioned a  game where 
sixth-grader striker Patrick 
O’Shaughnessy scored two goals. 
Further describing the season’s 
highlights, Coach Krugman 
described a really exciting 

game against the Renbrook  
school on their sports day, 
which the Wyverns won  3-2. 

Coach Krugman said that 
the team played a hard-fought 
game against Hopkins. “We played 
Hopkins who was significantly 
better than us,” he said. “They were 
bigger and more experienced and 
even though we lost 6-1, we were 
only down 1-0 at the half.” Coach 
Krugman said that KO had a prom-
ising start to the second half. “We 
tied it actually early in the second 
half so really almost 40 minutes 
into the game it was 1-1 so we hung 
in there for a long time,” he said. 

However, the rest of the game 
didn’t go as well as he had hoped. 
“The dam burst and they scored 
a couple of quick goals and then 
next thing you know 3-1 turned to 

4-1 turned to 5-1 and eventually 
we lost 6-1 and I don’t think we 
played badly,” Coach Krugman 
said. “They were just much better.”

When asked about the 
team’s most valuable player, 
Coach Krugman said that he 
didn’t have any. However, he did 

mention that he asked a lot of 
eighth-grader midfielder Ignacio 
Feged. Leshem said he enjoyed 
playing soccer-golf and scrim-
maging during practices. He hopes 
to bring the skill of communi-
cating with teammates with him 
as he moves on to the high school.

by Elliot Shani ’23

Girls A soccer excels, 
ends with 5-1 record
by Quin Kearney ’23

With a variety of grade 
levels this year, the girl’s middle 
school A soccer team walked onto 
the field with barely any experi-
ence playing together. Despite 
this impediment, the team worked 
hard in practice and achieved 
an astonishing 5-1 record.

H e a d  C o a c h  J u d y 
Bailey said that at the begin-
ning of the season, the team’s 
biggest challenge was passing. 

Although Coach Bailey’s 
Assistant Coach Hikmet Aslan, 
who is the Head Coach of the boy’s 
varsity team, could not attend 
most of the games, Coach Bailey 
would inform him of what the 
team needed to improve in prac-
tice. Coach Hikmet would then use 
his expertise to plan the practices.

In the second to last game 
against Foote School, the team 
started strongly and were winning 
5-0 by halftime. “I moved every-
one’s positions around...and so we 
only had two goals in the second 
half, but we still were dominating 
the game, and we outshot them 
tremendously,” Coach Bailey said. 

During the team’s last 
game against Hopkins School, 

they only had two subs for most 
of the game, until eighth-grader 
leading defender Hana Roggen-
dorf collided with the other team’s 
goalie and was out for the rest of 
the game. This game was definitely 
the biggest challenge for the team 
because they had to fill her spot.

“Hana went down in that 
game, and yet people stepped up 
and made sure that we came through 
with the win,” Coach Bailey said. 
“That was a real team victory.”

Although 10 of the 17 players 
on the team are eighth-graders, the 
team hopes to continue to domi-
nate their opponents next year. 

“Even though we are losing 
ten strong eighth-graders, we 
will have seven good returning 
players  for  next  season,” 
seventh-grade midfielder Sophia 
Radmanovich said. “I think we 
are going to continue to play 
hard and be good leaders for 
the incoming sixth graders.” 

Intramural soccer
by Ethan Leshem ’23

Despite the Middle School 
co-ed soccer team’s 1-3 record, the 
team fought hard and experienced 
major improvement throughout 
the season. Practices led by Head 
Coach Josh Garrison and Assistan 
Coach Amanda Pasko were 
always about improving players’ 
soccer skills and playing style. 

One important skill that 
the players worked on in prac-
tice was their spacing on the 
field so they wouldn’t clump 
up too much during games. 

“Our team has the tendency 
to kind of stay really close to 
the ball, but that can make it 
harder to advance around the 
field,” Coach Pasko said. To fix 
this issue in practice, coaches 
taught those players playing the 
left or right wings to spread out 
and not clump to the middle as 
much. By the end of the season, 
the team improved tremendously. 

The team’s toughest oppo-
nent was Rectory. “It was hard 
because some of their students are 
in eighth and ninth grade where 
my team is predominantly sixth 
and seventh-graders,” Coach 
Pasko said. “[The Rectory’s team] 
mainly had boys where the KO 
B team is mainly girl weighted.” 

Seventh-grader defender 
Tobias Van Wilgen said he agreed. 
“All the teams we faced, other than 

the American School for the Deaf, 
the majority of the kids were bigger 
than us and considering that I 
thought we did pretty well,” he said.

During the Rectory game, 
Coach Pasko noted KO’s team 
spirit even though they were losing 
from early goals; the team never 
gave up throughout the game. This 
spirit was important for the team.

The team’s win against the  
American School for the Deaf 
gratified them all and wrapped up 
their season successfully. “We won 
4-2 and we definitely earned it, 
we outplayed them,” sixth-grader 
forward Addison Nicholson said 

Van Wilgen said his favorite 
experience was defending against 
the opposing team’s offense. “I 
played defense and I remember 
just kicking the ball out and 
when they kicked it back I got 
it out, and I liked sabotaging the 
other team’s attempts,” he said.

Coach Garrison said this 
was his first year coaching the 
team. “It was lots of fun, tons 
of energy,” he said. “Always 
something new every day.” 

Coach Pasko said she is 
looking ahead to next year. “I 
think next year will be a little 
more of a different group with 
our Form 2 players moving up to 
the high school and there are defi-
nitely a good number of players 
on our team hoping to make the 
A team next year,” she said. 

Eighth-grader midfielder Ignacio Feged brings the ball downfield during an 
intense game on the Wyvern’s home field. Photo by David Newman.

Seventh-grader midfielder Georgia Louis dribbles. Photo by David Newman.
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Middle School Coach 
Erika Costantini is a coach her 
teams can always count on. 
She’s experienced, reliable and 
good at motivating her athletes. 

by Evelyne Beaule ’23

Coach of the Season: Costantini 
leads MS swimming, field hockey

According to  Middle 
School boys A soccer Head 
Coach Andy Krugman, a player 
can choose between “pretty and 
pretty effective” soccer every day.

Coach Krugman started 
playing soccer when he was 
a student here at KO. From 
seventh grade on, he played 
on the basketball and soccer 
teams for six years, and he 
said he thoroughly enjoyed it. 

While studying as an Upper 
School student, he played varsity 
tennis, which he also currently 
coaches. Coach Krugman has 
been coaching for 12 years, and 
with all this experience, he’s 
earned the admiration of his 
players. His expertise allows him 
to make great strategic decisions 
as the action unfolds on the field.

“In a perfect world, a team 
could possess the ball and capi-
talize,” Coach Krugman said. A 
player needs to have the ball and use 
it well. Capitalizing is recognizing 
a good opportunity and acting on it.

This year, Coach Krugman 
has done an excellent job of 
bringing out the best in his team, 
leading his team to three victo-
ries this season. He is skilled at 
trapping, throwing and different 
kicking techniques, and these 
are the skills he tries to teach his 
players. “He knows what we like,” 
eighth-grader midfielder Ignacio 
Feged said. Coach Krugman adjusts 

What is Spikeball? Spike-
ball is a fun volleyball-type 
game with no boundaries. 

This sport is always active 
and in order to win, players 
need to be quick on their feet.

Most often, spikeball games 
erupt after school in or around 
the Middle School courtyard. 

Sometimes, games occur 
in the field house or even 
indoors on special occasions.

Most of the main spike-
ball players are those who stay 
after school since they get most 
of their practice during this time.

Consistent players are 
mostly eighth-graders, including 
Devin Wolff, Ethan Shames, Matt 
Champagne, Ethan Leshem, Jacob 
Joseph and Christian Rivera. 

Many of the students 
enjoy getting this time to play 
and bond with their classmates 
outside of the classroom. “It’s 
a fun game and I like playing 
with my friends,” Wolff said.  

R i v e r a  a l s o  e n j o y s 
playing and showing his skills. 

“I like to hit the ball 
at the rim and then insist it 
was a pocket shot,” he said. 

In spikeball, a pocket keeps 
the game going, versus the rim 
which is the other team’s point.

Aside from its obvious fun, 
spikeball also has a serious side. 
“We just make amazing plays, 

we go behind the back, through 
the legs; it’s like basketball 
except spike ball,” Wolff said. 

Champagne agreed. “This 
game can be really intense like 
in the tournament in October” 
he said. “Everyone is focused 
on the  game and making 
sure every play is their best.” 

During the championship 
game for the Spikeball tourna-
ment, Wolff and Leshem faced 
off against Rivera and Joseph. 
This intense game went to 21 
with Leshem and Wolff coming 
out on top.“When we won I 
felt invigorated,” Leshem said. 

Next year, the new eighth-
grade students will take over 

Coach Krugman guides 
by Arav Kumar ’23

by Matt Champagne ‘23

To spike, or 
not to spike 

his training style to fit what his 
players need and what they want.

“Part of my playing has 
the Krugman stamp of only 
three touches, and I really appre-
ciate that,” Feged said, refer-
ring to Coach Krugman’s limit 
of passing or shooting within 
touching the ball three times.

His strategy of three touches 
helps incorporate more teamwork 
and makes his players value every 
opportunity they get. Every day, he 
brings a new activity to practice, 
whether it’s thunderdome, waters 
conditioning or a scrimmage.

“He knows what he wants 
us to do but he changes it,” Feged 
said. “He has a specific thing 
he wants us to do, a specific 
plan. But he can change his 
plans based on what we like.” 

Coach Krugman has high 
expectations for his players. All 

of his players need to think of 
the team first, make an impact, 
and have a certain level of skill.

Accord ing  to  Coach 
Krugman, the best games were the 
Eaglebrook School and Renbrook 
School games because they were 
so close. “I liked to see how the 
newer players improved at the 
end of the season,”  eighth-grader 
midfielder Ethan Leshem said.

Thanks to Coach Krugman’s 
excellent coaching skills, the entire 
team has improved. “He clearly 
stands out from his way of being 
very down to earth and approach-
able,” Feged said. “His manner of 
coaching is something I really like.”

Over his coaching career, 
Coach Krugman has enhanced 
the abilities of generations 
of KO soccer players and he 
will no doubt continue to do 
so in the foreseeable future.

Boys A soccer coach Krugman flashes a smile. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

boys A soccer to victory

“We just make 
amazing plays, 
we go behind the 
back, through 
the legs; it’s like 
basketball except 
spike ball.”

–Devin Wolff

and will be led by current 
seventh-grader Cole Banning. 
He is a formidable force and will 
dominate the 2019-20 season.

Coach Constantini poses for the 
camera. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

She has been a KO coach 
for 20 years, influencing the lives 
of all the athletes she has coached. 
While at KO, she has coached 
field hockey and swimming. 

When asked to choose 
which one she prefers, she said 

she couldn’t. “Oooh, that’s 
really difficult,” she said. “I 
love both for different reasons.” 

Coach Costantini said 
she likes swimming because 
she started when she was five-
years-old and is very knowl-
edgeable about  the sport . 

On the other hand, she said 
she likes field hockey because she 
started playing in fifth grade, and 
she likes to see people discover 
the sport and how much players 
grow when they are new to a sport.

Coach Costantini did not 
play these sports in college; 
however, she did coach sports 
and was an aquatic director 
so she was exposed to them. 

“I like coaching because 
I get to know new people 
and view the athletic side 
to my students,” she said. 

In field hockey, Coach 
Costantini focuses most on 
players’ stances especially 
when they are new to the sport. 

“We learn so many new 
skills and techniques from Coach 
Costantini that we wouldn’t have 
learned otherwise,” eighth-grader 

center back Alex Arnold said.
Not only does she teach new 

skills, but she also promotes good 
sportsmanship, as well as being a 
good teammate and a selfless player. 

One of the tradit ions 
of  the f ie ld hockey team 
is the Hard Hat tradition. 

The Hard Hat is a recog-
n i t ion  g iven  to  whoever 
played best in the game and 
displayed good sportsmanship. 

This person signs the hat and 
gives it back after they’re done. 
It is given out every game, and 
it is always an honor to receive. 

This year, the field hockey 
team was unexpectedly large, 
having 20 players. To manage 
this team, Head Coach Meredith 
Crowther and Coach Costantini 
had to work together and help 
each other out. “Having a big 
team was hard because a lot of 
people were new and didn’t have 
experience,” Arnold said, “It 
caused us to lose our first game 
but we learned a lot from it.”

The coaches were able to 
come up with a system to give 
every athlete playing time. First, 

they choose three players that 
worked well together and swapped 
them for a different group of 
three after five to eight minutes. 

“We like to switch them 
this often because they might get 
tired or need ‘new legs.’ But first, 
we will put the eighth-graders in 
because they have the most expe-
rience,” Coach Costantini said. 

In  swimming,  Coach 
Costantini keeps her swimmers 
motivated by changing up the 
way she runs practices. She likes 
to mix in relays, competitions, 
challenges and Fun Fridays. Fun 
Friday practices have no workouts 
and consist of only free swim. 

I n  a d d i t i o n s ,  C o a c h 
Costantini likes to break up 
the practice and introduce a 
variety of new drills to keep the 
swimmers from getting bored. 

Coach Costantini  and 
Head Coach Clay Miles divide 
up the swimming lanes based 
on what technique a swimmer 
wants to work on.  Coach 
Constantini said that swimmers 
are usually very understanding 
of the lanes they are placed in. 

“ Yo u ’ r e  s w i m m i n g 
against yourself basically so 
you want to find a pace that 
works for you,” Coach Costan-
tini said. “Kids are usually 
okay with where they are put.”

The most important thing 
she tells her swimmers is team-
work even though swimming is 
more of an individual sport. She 
went on to explain how swim-
ming is hard and swimmers 
are going against themselves. 
“Congrats for having the heart 
of a swimmer,” Coach Constan-
tini said she tells her swimmers. 

 Eighth-grade swimmer 
Sarah Cioffi said Coach Costan-
tini is always motivating the 
swim team and pushing the team 
to be the best it can be. “Funny, 
motivating and inspiring,” she 
said when asked to describe 
Coach Costantini in three words.  

Coach Costantini  has 
helped the Middle School students 
become better athletes in various 
sports and has given so much in 
the past 20 years. Here’s to hoping 
she continues to coach more 
successful seasons in her future.
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When asked to nomi-
nate an impact player, Middle 
School football Head Coach 
Matt Kocay nominated his entire 
offensive line. “The offensive 
line as a unit was very solid for 
us,” he said. “They were self-
less and exemplified teamwork.” 

This hardworking group of 
young men consisted of offen-
sive-linemen Ethan Shames, 
Pierce Flynn, James Livingstone, 
Jack Gold, and Patrick Kinney. 
All but Livingstone, who is a 
seventh-grader, are in eighth grade. 

According to Shames, 
the offensive line played well 
this year. “This year was very 
successful for my team and me,” 
he said. “I blocked well and 
was proud of my performance.” 

Flynn said he was also 
pleased with his performance. 
“Overall, it was a great season, 
and I am proud to be a part 
of the KO football team, and 
especially the offensive line.”  

The team’s success resulted 
in a 1-1-2 finish. Coach Kocay 

and his players were satisfied 
with this record, but they would’ve 
liked to win more games. Shames 
expressed his minor disappoint-
ment. “I wish we could’ve won 
more games, and we had too many 
spoiled opportunities,” he said. 

Shames said that his favorite 
moment of the season was a play 
which resulted in a touchdown. 
“The highlight of the season was 
on a play called 49G-toss,” he 
said. “This is a toss to the running 
back to the right, so I can pull 
out of the line, and I absolutely 
leveled a kid, and we scored.” 

Flynn’s highlight of the 
season was knocking opposing 
players to the turf. “The high-
light of the season was blocking 
someone so hard, that they 
fell on the ground,” he said. 

Gold’s highlight of the 
season was not limited to one 
singular moment. “When the 
defensive player doesn’t know 
what he’s doing and I can 
hold him in place,” he said. 

Livingstone’s favorite part 
of the season happened very 
early on.“The first game, because 
this was new to me and the other 

Offensive Line guys helped me know where 
to be and what to do,” he said.

Flynn descrbed another 
highlight of the season. “During 
the first game, Devin Wolff the 
quarterback, was going to run the 
ball into the endzone for a touch-
down because there was a gap 
in the defensive line, that I had 
made for him to run through.”

 Shames is already hopeful 
for next season.“I feel like I 
will continue to improve, over 
the years to come,” he said.

Flynn is eager to continue 
working on his skills.“I will 
continue to work hard in the off-
season to come back next year 
better than the last year,” said Flynn.

Kinney took a moment to 
reflect on his development this 
season.“I most improved in my 
blocking assignments and how to 
block better for my team,” he said. 

Hana   
Roggendorf

The girls Middle School 
soccer team went 5-1 this season 

with the help of their nine 
eighth-grader leaders. Out of 
this group, eighth-grader stopper 
Hana Roggendorf stood out.

Roggendorf has been 
on the team since sixth grade. 

“She’s shown this capa-
bility since sixth grade,¨ Head 
Coach Judy Bailey said while 
d i s c u s s i n g  R o g g e n d o r f ’s 
skill and leadership abilities.

Coming off of a 9-1 
record from the previous 
season, the team was excited 
to try and find success again. 

“Hana has been a leader 
since day one,” Coach Bailey said.  

Coach Bailey also said that 
Roggendorf’s leadership allowed 
the team to get organized. Roggen-
dorf led stretches and helped set 
up practice drills. Her team-
mates noticed that Roggendorf’s 
leadership abilities matched 
her playing style on the field. 

“When the ball heads 
to the defense she always 
makes the stop,” eighth-grader 
defender Quin Kearney said. 

Roggendorf also showed 
great skill with her ability to 
make corner kicks. She scored 

Players of the
Moment:

Middle School football offensive line stand together for a 
photo. Photo by of Ali Meizels ’19

 Eighth-grader stopper Hana Roggendorf flashes 
a smile. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

by Ethan Shames ’23 and             
Theo Stephan ’23

two goals from corner kicks this 
season, quite a remarkable accom-
plishment. She accomplished this 
feat against Renbrook School 
and against Har-Bur Middle 
School. These kicks were some 
of her favorite parts of the season.

“Everyone on the team 
knew it was gonna be a great 
season,” Roggendorf said, after 
the victory against Har-Bur.  

Throughout the season, 
she led the team with pride 
both in games and in practice.

“She makes everyone’s 
job easier,” eighth-grader right-
defender Tess Chapman said. 
Chapman also described Roggen-
dorf as dynamic and enthusiastic.

“Next seasons may be a 
rebuilding season,” she said. She 
said she has hope for the incoming 
sixth-graders and knows they can 
be great if they put in the effort.

As KO’s Middle School 
girls soccer team wrapped up 
the season, players will miss 
Roggendorf ’s leadership and 
her skills on the field. Coaches 
and returners are excited for 
what the rising eighth-graders 
will bring to the field next year.

Starting the season with a 
tough, unexpected loss against 
West Hartford Youth Field Hockey, 
the Kingswood Oxford Middle 
School field hockey team recov-
ered and excelled during the rest of 
the season with a record of 5-1-1.

The Wyverns improved 
the i r  f i e ld  hockey  sk i l l s 
quickly and very  successfully 
throughout the entire season. 

“We started the season with 
girls that are very advanced at field 
hockey, and some that have never 
picked up a stick before,” Head 
Coach Meredith Crowther said. 

With only six returning 
players, the KO Middle School 
team had a substantial chal-
lenge at the beginning of the 
season, but they continued to 
work successfully as a team.

As the Wyverns started with 
an even ratio of beginner players 
to developed and strong players, 
the main goal for the season 
was to come together as a team. 

One of Coach Crowther’s 
strategies was using the sidelines of 
the field to spread out, since it is a 
natural tendency for all the players 
to clump up in the center of the field. 

“At our first game against 
West Hartford Youth Field 
Hockey, we weren’t prepared for 
that offensive push, and the girl 
that could lift the ball over every-
one’s head, we hadn’t ever seen 
this before,” Coach Crowther said. 

This defeat also showed 
the Wyverns that there are many 
different skills on opposing teams. 

After the first opening loss, 
the go-getter Wyverns knew 
that during their next game, 
they would have to step up their 
game. In a nail-biter of a game 

MS field hockey finishes strong 
by Alex Arnold ’23

Eighth-grader forward Jordan DiMauro reaches in for the ball during an intense game. Photo by David Newman. 

“We started the 
season with girls 
that are very 
advanced at field 
hockey, and some 
that have never 
picked up a stick 
before.”      
           – Coach   
              Crowther

against Foote School in early 
October, the girls won at the 
last second, with a score of 2-1. 

“This was one of the high-
lights of the season,” eighth-grader 
forward Jordan DiMauro said.

Other tremendous high-
lights of the season included the 

emphatic win against the Renbrook 
School 8-1, a successful 4-0 victory 
against Hamden Hall, and the 
Renbrook game on Hewett Day. 

“We knew each other, 
where to pass to, when to 
cut, and became more cohe-
sive,” Coach Crowther said. 

As practices became more 
productive, the team play gelled. 

“Even though the defense 
became much stronger in prac-
tices, we didn’t get much action 
in games, but this taught us 
to anticipate,” seventh-grader 
defender Chelsea O’Donnell said.
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Eighth-grade football players 
charge through the season
by Devin Wolff  ’23

Despite the Middle School 
football team’s 1-1-2 record,  
Head Coach Matt Kocay said 
he was proud of the team. 

“From where we started the 
season at to when we ended, we 
made tremendous progress on the 
offensive side of the ball,” he said. 

Since the team consisted 
of so many new players and very 
few veterans, Coach Kocay said 
he didn’t know who was going to 
be able to catch and run the ball.

“I knew that our team was 
going to be able to throw the 
ball because we had a returning 
quarterback, but we didn’t know 
if we were going to have anyone 
to throw to,” Coach Kocay said.

 He said he was very happy 
after eighth-grader tight end Brady 
Nichols joined the team and 
saw that he could catch the ball. 

“Brady Nichols was a huge 
asset to the team and we missed 
him dearly in the last couple of 
games because of his injury in 
our second to last game,” Coach 
Kocay said.  “Also [eighth-grader 
quarterback] Devin Wolff and 
[seventh-grader running back] Jack 
Decker were huge assets in the 
running and throwing game which 
put us up in a lot of the games.” 

The football team set a 
couple of goals after their first 
and second games. “One of our 
team’s goals this year was to 
push ourselves and learn how 
to tackle,” Coach Kocay said. 

The team members did 
improve on this skill over the 
season, but they still needed 
to learn to not  tackle up 
because that can cause injuries. 

The football team had a lot 
of highlights this year.  Decker had 
some huge plays on the offensive 

and defensive sides of the ball. He 
made amazing runs throughout 
the season and kept the team in 
many games; he would run right 
past people for over 50-yard touch-
downs. Decker also made big plays 
on defensive running and tackling 
the opponents running backs.

Another highlight for the 
football team and especially for 
the first year eighth-grader wide 
receiver Ben Stengel, was the 78 
yard touchdown pass. Wolff threw 
the ball about 30 yards downfield 
and Stengel caught the spiral. 
Stengel ran it the rest of the way. 

This throw and catch was 
a great accomplishment for the 
whole team because it occurred 
during the football team’s first 
game and was the first caught 
touchdown pass of the season. 

The skill level of eighth-
grader lineman Ethan Shames and 
Wolff enabled the team to succeed 

on both offense and defense. “I 
think we did a good job containing 
the pass and putting pressure on the 
quarterback and a good job of stop-
ping the inside run,” Shames said.

The football team may not 
be as strong next year, unfortu-
nately since it will be losing a lot 
of key eighth-graders. “Our team 
had some good players and we lost 
our line and tight ends and quar-

terback, and I feel that our team 
needs to rebuild itself to become 
good next year,” eighth-grader 
lineman Patrick Kinney said. 

Decker and seventh-grader 
lineman James Livingstone will 
have to step up and become 
leaders and role models for the 
other players. Many other players 
have made good progress which 
should help the team next year.

Cross country speeds 
through fall season 
by Sam Bromberg ’23

Although the majority of 
the Middle School cross country 
team was new to the sport, the 
athletes really improved their 
skills to place first and second 
in four of their six meets. 

The team’s final meet was 
supposed to be against Rumsey 
Hall and Covenant Prep, but 
only Covenant Prep showed up 
to the meet. “At least we had 
somebody else to race against,” 

Head Coach Jane Repp said. 
The Middle School had 

a smaller team than usual for 
that meet since it was held on 
the same day as Halloween, 
and KO’s best runner was not 
there. Although the team may 
have been outnumbered, they 
still placed better than Covenant 
Prep, which resulted in a victory 
and a great end to the season. 

Throughout the season, 
the team had multiple challenges 
come its way. One of the hardest 

skills for the cross country team 
was running uphill. The team 
was able to overcome this hurdle 
by running up and down hills at 
the West Hartford Reservoir.     

“One challenge was being 
able to run my best in really 
terrible conditions, where it 
was really cold outside, or just 
was not fun,” eighth-grader 
Elliot Shani said. Eighth-grader 
Maggie Dwyer said that one of 
the biggest challenges for her is 
getting herself in the mindset to 
run before each practice or meet. 

The team also developed 
their skills by the end of the 
season, through drills and training. 
Although the cross country team 
ran long distances to increase 
stamina, the team also ran sprints 
in the neighborhood behind KO 
to improve each runner’s time. 

“My mile time improved 
by at least a half a minute, and I 
think that was just from working 
on endurance in practice and 
my form and mentally being 
more confident,” Dwyer said. 

Coach Repp said she was 
really proud of the team. “We 
have always had runners on the 
team who ran and then walked, 
and this time everyone ran the 
whole time,” she said after their 
last meet. Finishing their last meet 
with everyone running, definitely 
showed that the team improved 
over the course of the season. 

The cross country team also 
displayed their individual strengths 
through their strong results. 
Shani placed third and fourth in 
both Renbrook School meets, 
showing his ability to accom-
plish the goals he set for himself.   

Volleyball ends 3-1
by Sarah Cioffi ’23

Middle School volleyball 
had an unforgettable season, 
achieving three wins and only 
one loss to Rectory School. Many 
on the team found this season to 
be both fun and exciting. Volley-
ball practices were filled with 
laughs, jokes and lots of dancing.

The skill level between 
when players first walked in 
and when they finished their 
season was incredible. Head 
Coach Stacy Tomkiel expressed 
how happy she  was  th i s 
season and how upbeat it was. 

“I feel like the whole team 
was the MVP for the most part,” 
she said. The team worked together 
so well at games and acted as one. 
The saying, “power in numbers” 
perfectly applies to these athletes. 

Some of the goals for the 
season were going for the volley-
ball and not being afraid to bump, 
set or spike. Others included 
serving and communication skills. 

“I really do think our team 
got better at serving with all the 
practice and the advice from 
our coaches and we just started 
becoming more focused,” eighth-

grader Evelyne Beaulé said.  
There were many highs 

during the volleyball season. A 
few of the best were the three 
wins the players attained as well 
as all the dancing. A couple of the 
most popular warm-up games were 
Steal the Bacon and Blob Tag. 

During the last game at 
Marie Philip School for the Deaf, 
many of the players stepped up 
to win the game. The final score 
was 3-0, a major win for KO 
volleyball. “A lot of our players 
had really improved especially 
showing off in this game,” eighth-
grader Ellia Claffey-Hesseltine 
said. “In general, it was one of 
our best games of the season.”  

Overall, the team experi-
enced a spectacular season. The 
season as a whole showed a substan-
tial amount of improvement, 
leadership, and determination. 

“The fact that this program 
just started playing other teams, 
I thought we did an amazing 
job for a new team with a lot of 
new players this year,” Coach  
Tomkiel said. “I hope we can play 
more games next year… hope-
fully, we can get some team to 
play us on our Fall Sports Day.”

The volleyball team huddles together for a cheer. Photo by David Newman. Cross country outpaces Renbrook on Hewett Day. Photo by David Newman. 

 MS football rushes onto the field on Hewett Day. Photo by David Newman. 
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Students peek behind the curtain
by Sloan Duvall ’21

Three KO students along 
with two faculty chaperones 
attended the Junior Achievement 
Shadow Day at The Bushnell 
Theatre of Performing Arts in 
Hartford on Tuesday, Nov. 12. 
This program, called “Behind 
the Curtain – the Business of the 
Theater,” informed students of 
what happens behind the scenes at 
the Bushnell and students were able 
to take a tour, participate in panels, 
and enjoy lunch with their peers.  

Junior Maggie Eberle 
and sophomores Olivia Pear 
and Sadie Margolis attended 
this shadow visit. The students 
said that overall they all chose 
to attend this program because 
they share a love of the arts. 

Sadie said that the trip was 
super exciting because it opened 
her up to potential careers. “I 
chose to go on the Bushnell trip 
because I am really interested in 
musical theatre and thought it 
would be a great opportunity to 
discover new jobs that I could 
possibly be interested in,” she said. 

Olivia said she went on the 
trip for the same reason but was 
also interested in seeing how a real 
theatre works and getting a behind 
the scenes look of the Bushnell.  

Their day at the Bush-
nell started off with a tour of 

the facility. “We got to go on 
the stages and go backstage and 
see the dressing rooms and the 
lighting panels,” Olivia said.  

Maggie said this was her 
favorite part of the trip. “We 
got to explore all the different 
theatres and wings of the Bush-
nell and all the nooks and cran-
nies not everyone gets to see.”

The next activity sched-
uled was a load in. “A load in is 
when all the set stuff from a new 
show arrives to the Bushnell and 
is unloaded,” faculty chaperone 
and Associate Director of College 
Advising Peggy Clark said.  

Unfortunately,  due to 
weather, the load in was canceled. 
The students all agreed this would 
have been a cool part of the visit 
to witness and were sad to miss it.

Next, students attended 
three panels, each presenting 
a unique slideshow presenta-
tion. The first panel included the 
booking manager and the produc-
tion manager. In their slide-
show, they showed examples of 
the actual legal documents that 
negotiated the signing of stars. 

The second panel included 
the Director of the Digital 
Communications Department 
and an Educational Outreach 
staff member. Mrs. Clark said 
she was interested with the back-
story of the Digital Communi-

cations worker because of how 
she never anticipated needing to 
learn computer coding for her job.  

Sadie said she really enjoyed 
what the Education Outreach staff 
member had to say.  “My favorite 
part of the trip was to see every-
one’s passion about educating the 
youth about the arts,” she said. 

The final panel included the 
front of house person and someone 
from the human resources depart-
ment. “During this part, we 
got up and our group moved 
upstairs and did cover letters 
and resumes,” Mrs. Clark said.  

She said she found this 
particular aspect of the shadow 
visit to be quite interactive and 
engaging as students were able to 
proofread resumes and learn how to 
formulate the perfect cover letter. 
After the panel, lunch was served.   

All in all, Mrs. Clark said 
she found this shadow visit to be 
a very packed day. Although all 
three students enjoyed the trip and 
felt they learned something new, 
they said they were a bit disap-
pointed that there was no focus 
on the stars of the shows. “It was 
a bit more focused on the jobs 
behind the scenes aspect than the 
actors and the lights,” Olivia said.  

Maggie agreed with Olivia 
but said she would still recommend 
this trip to other students intrigued 
by the arts.“For anyone who has 

a passion for theatre or anything 
involving the arts, I would say it 
is a must go because you learn a 
lot of information and get exposed 
to a lot of people,” she said.  

Ms. Clark said that a big 
takeaway was that even though 
this was a Bushnell shadow visit, 

many other careers were presented. 
“I would encourage students to try 
some of these shadows even if it 
appears on the surface to be an 
area they wouldn’t be interested 
in,” she said, “because most of 
the time there are other careers 
that make the business run.”  

Students smile  for a photo at the Bushnell Theatre. Photo by Jacqui Pisani. 

Pinero hosts bake saleKO skips winter 
holiday assembly by Lian Wolman ’19

by Esha Kataria ’20

Recently, the KO admin-
istration decided to not host a 
holiday assembly this year due 
to conflicts with busy sched-
uling amidst midterm exams, 
Symposium, and the candlelight 
concerts. The community had 
mixed reactions since the holiday 
assembly is thought of as a tradi-
tion and a memorable celebration. 

Interim Director of the 
Upper School Carolyn McKee 
said that because there is a short 
time between Thanksgiving 
and Winter Break, there didn’t 
seem to be enough time to have 
a holiday assembly. “There just 
didn’t feel like a time where it 
would naturally fit in,” she said. 

History teacher Ted Levine, 
who usually organizes the holiday 
assembly, agreed that there are 
just too many things already 
going on. “We are asking students 
to do a lot already,” he said. 

Students said they are disap-
pointed that there is not going to 
be a holiday assembly this year. 

Junior Jean Wang said 
that she has lost an opportu-
nity to perform for her peers. 
“Every year, the choir and bands 
prepare for several months for 
the assembly. We always have 
some winter songs that get every-
body excited and brings everyone 

together after midterms for the 
last time,” she said. “It signals the 
beginning of break and KITs, but 
unfortunately we won’t have that 
moment as a community this year.”  

Junior Julia Kanaan said 
she is really upset since she really 
enjoyed the holiday assemblies 
over the years. “They were really 
fun, and got the whole school 
together to listen to music and 
watch their peers perform,” she 
said.”It’s a really great tradition.”   

Senior Katherine Mikaelson 
said that the holiday assemblies 
are very special to the commu-
nity. “They create a very festive 
atmosphere, and it is a nice 
celebration of everyone’s hard 
work this semester,” she said. 

Junior Cai Kuivila said 
that she hopes the assembly will 
happen next year. “Maybe things 
will pan out differently,” she 
said. “It was always a different 
assembly where the whole school 
got together to celebrate each other, 
regardless of religion or opinion.” 

Librarian Nancy Solomon 
agreed that she always loved 
to attend the holiday assembly 
each year. “Anytime we can 
get together as an entire school 
communi ty  and  ce lebra te 
anything is a good thing,” she 
said. “I hope we are able to figure 
out when we can have a winter 
celebration next school year.” 

On Monday, Nov. 3, and 
Tuesday, Nov. 4, during lunch one 
and two junior Josie Pinero hosted 
a bake sale to raise money for the 
Greater Harvest North Church 
Capital Campaign Building Fund. 

On Sunday, Dec. 2, Josie 
sent out an email to remind the 
community about her upcoming 
bake sale outlining the purpose 
of it and the costs of the goods. 
“Please support by buying deli-
cious baked goods,” she said. “All 
proceeds go towards the charity of 
building a new day care in New 
Britain. Everything will be less 
than five dollars, and cash only.”

Josie said the Greater 
Harvest North Church just bought 
two acres of land, and the money 
raised will go towards building 
a new affordable daycare and 
church on this land in New Britain 
for all the people of New Britain. 

Josie had a lot of help from 
other students and faculty when 
organizing the bake sale, including 
senior Sydni Jett and juniors 
Amelia Levine, Trinity Hudson, 
Jocelyn Ram, Sidney Taffe and 
sophomore Christina Lu. Asso-
ciate Director of College Advising 
Peggy Clark and science teacher 
Lisa Bailey also pitched in to help. 

Josie said that she asked 
a few people to help her out, but 
most of the students came up to 
her and asked if they could lend 
a hand. Josie invited all of the 

people who said they would bake 
for the bake sale to do it at her 
house. “Some people baked at 
my house and some people baked 
at their own house,” she said. 

 Sydni was one of the 
students who wanted to be 
involved. “I thought it was a really 
sweet thing to do, so I asked if she 
needed any help,” Sydni said. 

Ms. Clark said that she 
wanted to bake some gluten free 
desserts so that more people 
would be able to participate in 
supporting Josie and the daycare. 
“I heard she was doing the bake 
sale, and I offered to bake some 
gluten free cookies so that people 
who have gluten sensitivities or 

“I volunteered 
my time to help a 
cause bigger than 
me, and I really 
enjoyed helping 
my friend out 
while doing some-
thing good for the 
children and the 
daycare.” 

–Jocelyn Ram

celiac disease could buy some-
thing at the bake sale,” she said.  

Jocelyn also felt passionate 
about this fundraiser. “I volun-
teered my time to help a cause 
bigger than me, and I really 
enjoyed helping my friend out 
while doing something good for the 
children and the daycare,” she said. 

Ms. Bailey baked some 
delicious brownies to be sold. 
“I baked cookie brownies, and 
I made them for Monday and 
they sold out so I made them 
again for Tuesday,” she said. 

Sydni baked two dozen sugar 
cookies, brought in multiple other 
baked goods and helped to actu-
ally sell the baked goods. Sydni 
said this was her first time being 
involved in a bake sale, so she did 
not really know how much money 
they would actually be able to raise. 

Josie said their goal was 
to raise $120 and they ended up 
raising $250 by the end of the 
two days. Josie said she was 
ecstatic that they were able to 
raise so much money and she 
plans on doing more events in 
the near future like a coin drive. 

Josie said she could not have 
done this without other members 
from the KO community as this 
was her own initiative and she did 
not have a club backing her up. 
“I thank everyone for supporting 
and hope everything was deli-
cious and hopefully we will do 
more activities to raise more 
money for the kids,” she said.
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Boys hockey starts season off 
strong with wins in new league

T h e  h o c k e y  t e a m 
opened up their season with a 
convincing 5-4 win against King 
School on Saturday, Dec. 1. 

Sophomore center Kiefer 
Jaffe, senior center Jack Gao, 
junior forward Shane Dawson 
all scored goals. Senior captain 
forward Garth Swanson also 
had two goals including a game 
winning shot in overtime. 

In this game, there were 

multiple missed opportunities 
according to Head Coach John 
Hissick, but the team was able 
to battle through adversity and 
get a hard fought win. Junior 
goalie John McLaughlin had a 
tremendous game, fighting off 
multiple power plays, and making 
a total of 41 saves. Even though 
McLaughlin had a great game, 
Coach Hissick still said that the 
amount of penalties the team had 
really hurt their chances to win.

Despite multiple missed 

opportunities and lots of time 
spent in the penalty box, there were 
many positives in the Wyverns’ 
first game. “We did a good job 
with puck possession and created 
opportunities,” Coach Hissick said. 

Gao also said that the team 
played very hard, which helped 
them win. The biggest positive 
from their first game, of course, 
was the fact that they got a game 
in the win column, and in spectac-
ular fashion. “Garth had a back-
handed goal off the crossbar,” 

sophomore wing Will Elliot said. 
“I have no idea how it went in.”

On Saturday, Dec. 8, the 
Wyverns hosted Wooster Academy 
where Kingswood Oxford was 
able to come out with a victory, 
and improve to 2-0 on the season.

The Wyverns are hoping 
to keep winning. “We have a 
better mindset this year because 
we are in a league where we 
can succeed,” Dawson said. 

Due to the league change, 
many people on the hockey team 

Girls squash has big goals for  
season with new head coach

The girls varsity squash 
team is off to a strong start with 
an overall record of 2-0. The team 
had their first play day scrim-
mage on Wednesday, Nov. 28, at 
the WALKS Tournament where 
KO played against Westmin-
ster School, Suffield Academy, 
and Loomis Chaffee School. 

Before the season offi-
cially started the team held 
captains’ practices on Sundays 
leading up to the season to get 
prepared for the long road ahead. 

“So far, we have been 
working on getting back into the 
swing of things such as prac-
tice and games, and also getting 
used to a new coach,” senior 
Co-captain Ananya Alleyne said.  

This year the team has a 
new head coach, English teacher 
Cameron Biondi who played 
club squash at Yale University. 
“Mr. Biondi has been a great 
addition to the team and has 
been helping us with drills to 
improve our game,” Alleyne said. 

This year the team is going to 

attend the 2019 U.S. High School 
Team Squash Championships at 
Trinity College on Saturday, Feb. 
2-3. “We played this tournament a 
couple years ago, and it was fun to 
see teams from all over the nation 
with a lot of talent,” Alleyne added. 

At the play day, the Wyverns 
had a tough match against West-

minster losing 5-2, but were able 
to come back to beat Suffield 6-1, 
the team had a very tough battle 
with Loomis, ultimately losing 4-3. 

Dur ing  the  matches , 
senior Co-captain Cami Berck-
emeyer went undefeated for the 
day dropping zero games in her 
three matches at the number four 

spot. Junior Amelia Levine had 
a very close 1-1 deciding match 
in the number seven spot for 
KO against Loomis. Although 
Levine did not win in the end, 
she took the final game into extra 
points (12-10) and had a lot of 
support from her teammates. 

At the number five spot, 

Senior Claudia Petrie swings for the ball against her opponent during a match. Photo by David Newman.

Sophmore wing Mitchell Autorino races down the ice with the puck during the competitive game against King School. Photo courtesy of David Newman. 

by Jamie Amell ’20

by Nick Traver ’20 are very optimistic going into this 
season, as some are even expecting 
playoffs and potentially more. 
“Our goals for this season are to 
have a winning record and go far 
in the playoffs,” Dawson said.

Even though the first game 
was a bright spot, everyone 
is aware that there are places 
that the team could improve. 
“We need to become more 
confident and comfortable as 
a team,” Coach Hissick said. 

He also said that a major goal 
for this season is to develop the 
younger players. He’s expecting 
his seniors to help his younger 
players get used to the high school 
level, and once that happens 
,he has high hopes for his team.

 Gao said that the team is 
close this year. “This is a very united 
and a pretty good team,” he said. 

Elliot said that the hockey 
team has really come into their own 
this season on and off the ice. “The 
team has really improved since last 
season, and we’ve created a culture 
where we help each other and want 
each other to improve,” sopho-
more defender Kyle Frankel said.

In recent years, the KO 
hockey team has faced many 
tough opponents, and as a result 
they have not been able to get a 
lot of wins. The team is looking 
to change that this year as they 
moved down a league. Their first 
win was a step in the right direction 
in bringing the hockey program 
back to a more competitive level. 

senior Claudia Petrie helped the 
team when she won two close 
matches against Suffield and 
Loomis. During the tournament, 
the matches were best of three, 
but during normal competition 
matches are usually best of five.

This year the Wyverns 
have three seniors on the team, 
and they are helping to bring 
the underclassmen together 
by leading the practices and 
drills and helping to organize 
team breakfasts and dinners. 

“So far we have had one 
team breakfast, which is a great 
way for everybody to get to 
know each other a little better,” 
sophomore Sydney Smith said.  

The team is looking forward 
to having a rematch against Loomis 
after the difficult 4-3 loss. “I have 
confidence that we will challenge 
Loomis again with our middle 
and bottom players winning their 
matches,” Coach Biondi said.  

The team has a lot of poten-
tial this year.  They are looking 
ahead to playing the Millbrook 
School on Jan. 5 and the Canter-
bury School on Jan. 9 at home.
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Experienced boys squash team 
off to smashing season start

The varsity boys squash 
team star ted their  season 
competing against Westminster 
School, Avon Old Farms, Loomis 
Chaffee School, and Suffield 
Academy in the WALKS Tour-
nament on Wednesday, Nov. 28. 

H e a d  C o a c h  R o b b y 
Lingashi said that the team did 
great, and it was a good start 
to the season. He also said that 
sophomore Henry Krieble did 
well in the WALKS Tournament.

The boys played Williston 
Northampton School on Saturday, 
Dec. 8. They played hard but 
couldn’t come up with the win 
and lost with a score of 4-3. 

The team did not lose a lot 
of players from last year, making 
them an experienced team. Coach 
Lingashi said that since the team 
has such experienced players from 
the previous year, they have a better 
chance of doing well this year. 

Coach Lingashi said that 
the team’s strength is commit-
ment, and he said that everyone 
wants to do well. “Last year we 
came second in our league, and 

we want to do better,” he said. 
Co-captain Nick Choo said 

that this year they are one of the 
younger teams in the league. 
He also said that the bottom 
half of the ladder has greatly 
improved since last year, and 
he is excited to see their prog-

ress throughout the season. 
 Choo said that the goal of the 

year is winning the New England 
championship, and he thinks that 
the team has a really good chance 
of accomplishing this goal. He said 
that the team is really close and 
everyone is good friends, which 

makes practice fun. “The bond 
between the team is great,” he said.

Coach Lingashi mentioned 
that the team needs more play-
time to get loose and into the 
squash mindset. He said the team 
is on the right track for a very 
successful and competitive season. 

There are four new players on the 
team this year, and they have all 
been warmly welcomed onto the 
team in part because of the great 
leadership on the team. “There is 
amazing leadership on the team 
from our two captains: [junior] 
Nick Choo and [senior] Aidan 
Shea,” Coach Lingashi said. 

Choo said the team needs 
to have a stronger mindset before 
the games. The players need to 
be confident in their training. 
“The team is very dedicated 
and works hard at practices,” he 
said. “The team just needs to be 
optimistic going into matches.” 

Choo said that Kreible 
has played a huge role on this 
team, playing on the varsity team 
since eighth grade. He said that 
Krieble has improved a lot skill-
wise and in his mental game. 
“Henry has improved dramati-
cally,” Choo said. “He can be 
a future leader of the team.”

The boys squash team 
has their next game after winter 
break. They face Westmin-
ster School on Wednesday, Jan. 
9. Then they play Portsmouth 
Abbey on Saturday Jan. 12. Sophmore Henry Krieble swings hard for a powerful hit against his opponent. Photo by David Newman.

JV sports teams win crucial early 
season games, move closer to goals

Winter is finally here, 
which means new sports teams 
are meeting and practicing with 
each other for the first time. The 
varsity sports are always exciting, 
but the JV sports are always a 
wild card with new players and 
new goals. Here are what the 
teams look like for this season.

As for JV girls basketball, 
the team is looking strong this 
year. With a team dominated 
by returning players, they are 
well prepared and acclimated 

to playing with each other and 
against some tough opponents. 
Looking back on last year, the girls 
went 8-5 overall, dominating the 
league with a 4-1 record, whereas 
the non-league opponents was 
where they struggled, going 4-4. 

When talking about recent 
games Head Coach Ronald 
Monroe said that having such 
an experienced team is a great 
advantage.“We have a lot of 
returning players this year,” Coach 
Monroe said. “We were able to 
play strong because of that.”

The team played very well 

in their first game against Taft 
School, scoring 45 points to Taft’s 
21 points. Some of the outstanding 
players were sophomore point 
guard Catherine Daniels. She 
played a strong game, carrying 
the team as well as playing strong 
defense. Sophomore Emma Henry 
played well, scoring key baskets 
in the first half and shutting down 
Taft’s offense. Finally, sopho-
more point guard Cici Chagnon 
played well. She came off the 
bench, and ended up scoring a 
good portion of the team’s baskets. 

Hopefully they can keep 
up this level of play going up 
against teams like Northfield 
Mount Hermon School after break. 

As for the boys, they look 
like a well oiled machine. With 
returning players junior shooting 
guard John Doar, junior small 
forward Jack Risley and sopho-
more point guard Nate Capodice, 
the team is already playing 
well together. In addition, with 
newcomers including junior 
center Wes Pierce and junior 
power forward Sam Capodice, 
the team is looking to dominate. 

Last season, the team went 
9-4 overall. They played well 
against their league, going 4-1, 
and played fairly well against 
the non-league teams, going 
5-3. This past week, the boys 

played against Westminster 
School and defeated them 41-32. 

Although they pulled 
out the win, they still have a 
long ways to go if they want to 
continue to play well. “Although 
we played well,” Pierce said, “we 
need to work on boxing out and 
getting the rebounds, this will 
come as we continue to work.”

As the boys and girls 
continue to work hard and play 
together, they will continue to 
become dominant forces that 
will be hard to beat. This will 
only come by working together 
and attacking their weaknesses. 

As for squash, the girls 
have a solid team this year. Even 
though they have yet to play a 
game, they are serious and driven 
to win. In the practices that they 
have had this year, technique and 
form are the biggest proponents. 

With drills for the group 
of younger players new to the 
sport, and working on game plan-
ning and perfecting their game 
for the returning veterans, the 
team is guaranteed to improve 
their record from last year. 

“We aren’t focused on last 
season,” Head Coach Cameron 
Biondi said, “We are more orga-
nized and have practice plans that 
will help our players improve.”

With all the drills and 

hard practices, juniors Esha 
Kataria and  Sophia Kaufman are 
emerging as powerful and driven 
players. Kataria has become a 
strong player, dominating her 
opponents. Kaufman on the 
other hand is well-experienced, 
often using strategy to beat her 
opponents. They will be great 
players and leaders for the team. 

“I’m really excited for 
the season,” coach Biondi 
said, “the team is looking 
better and better everyday.”

The girls squash team 
plays their first game against 
Millbrook School on Jan. 5. 

Finally the boys squash team 
is looking to be a strong team. 
With a mix of returning players 
and those eager to progress, they 
are shaping up to be a great team 
and hope to improve their record 
from last season. This year, prac-
tices are more structured, as to help 
new players improve their form 
and fundamentals with a series of 
drills. For the returning players, 
game strategy and elevating their 
level of play are the main ideas.

The boys won their first 
match 6-1 against Eagle Hill 
School on Saturday, Dec. 1.

Overall ,  the boys are 
focused and eager to improve. 
The boys play their next game on 
Jan. 9 against Westminster School. 

by Conor Caneday ’21

by Kush Kataria ’20

JV girls basketball team gather after a game. Photo by David Newman
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by Nick Traver ’20 and   
Sean James ’19

Senior Jack Gao keeps his eye on the puck as he 
skates down the ice. Photo courtesy of  Jack Gao.

Senior center Jack Gao 
began playing hockey when he 
was eight. In that time he has 
developed a great love for the 
game and has been on multiple 
different teams on various levels. 

After taking a break from 
KO hockey during his junior 
year, Gao decided to come 
back and play on the team. He 
said he really enjoyed the team 
environment that Head Coach 
John Hissick fostered and after 
speaking to other hockey players, 
he decided to re-join the team.

Gao currently plays on three 
hockey teams: the Connecticut 
Chiefs (a junior league team), 
the U-18 Chinese national team, 
and the Wyverns. With as much 
experience as Gao has on the 
ice, it’s no surprise that he has 
already made such a large impact 
on the KO hockey program. In 
Gao’s first game back, he scored 
a goal and had an assist in a nail 
biting 5-4 win over King School.

Coach Hissick described 
how Gao leads by example, as 
he always shows up to practice 
on time with everything ready 
to go and gives it his all. “He 
conducts himself in a professional 
manner,” Coach Hissick said. 

He said that Gao’s tremen-
dous hockey IQ helps the team as 
a whole, and that his experience is 
very useful in getting the younger 
players acquainted with high school 
hockey. “Jack can impact the  game 
in every way,” Coach Hissick said. 

His teammates also have high 
praise for him. “He’s very physical 
and moves the puck well,” sopho-
more defender Kyle Frankel said. 

Junior forward Shane 
Dawson also said that Gao is 
incredibly fast on the ice and 
has great vision. Dawson also 
said that Gao has definitely 
helped out the team’s first line.

Whether it is Coach Hissick 
or his teammates it seems like the 
hockey team, and KO at that, are 
happy that Gao came back to play 
hockey for KO in his senior year. 

“ J a c k  j u s t  m a k e s 

us a better and more well 
rounded team,” Dawson said.

Gao has high hopes for this 
year’s hockey team. He believes 
with the schedule change, as the 
KO hockey team moved down 
a division, the team has a legiti-
mate shot to make the postseason. 

“My goal for this season is 
to make the playoffs and chase 
a championship,” Gao said. 

Gao realizes that this goal is 
going to be challenging, but with 
senior leadership in addition to 
high potential from the younger 
players, he believes that this team 
has a shot to be good not only in 
years to come, but also right now.

There is no one more quali-
fied and capable of coaching the 
boys varsity squash team than 
Head Coach Robby Lingashi. 
Coach Lingashi is also an extraor-
dinary player as his breathtaking 
skills on the squash court often 
leave his opponents in awe. 

Coach Lingashi has been 
playing squash since he was five 
in his hometown in Zambia where 
he is the ten time national cham-
pion. He was former number 
60 in the world according to 
the World Squash Federation, 
and he has helped the growth of 
the sport in his native country.

Coach Lingashi said his 
fondest memory of playing 
squash was when he won back to 
back in an all African tournament. 
He said that the most important 
thing to his success was dedica-
tion. “I believe that when you put 
your mind to something, there is 
nothing to stop you from accom-
plishing your goals,” he said.

He said that he has no 
regrets about his career, and he 
stressed the importance of having 
fun and enjoying the game. He 
came to America around 2005 
after he retired from pro squash 
and then started his coaching 
career in New York. He eventu-

ally moved to Hartford, Conn.  
Coach Lingashi is a certified 

Level 1 and Level 2 instructor by 
the United States Squash Racquets 
Association (USSRA). He has 
extensive coaching experience at 
the collegiate and national levels 
and is a great asset for the King-
swood Oxford Squash program. 

He said that he really enjoys 
coaching squash at KO. He even 
said that coaching does not feel 
like work for him since he enjoys 
it so much. “Being with the KO 
kids is fun,” Coach Lingashi 
said. “I love the way they connect 
and want to have fun, but at the 
same time want to improve.”

Coach Lingashi is very expe-
rienced and knows how to make 
his players improve. Co-captain 
Nick Choo said that Coach 
Lingashi is very friendly. “He cares 
a lot about the team,” Choo said.

Junior James Ravelaese 
said that he makes the team feel 
like a family and is always friendly 
and encouraging. “He has unpar-
alleled squash knowledge and 
experience,” Ravelese said.

Choo said that through his 
personality and kindness, the 
team has developed a personal 
connection and relationship with 
Coach Lingashi, and he is not 
just a coach, but also a mentor 
in and out of KO and squash.

Jack Gao

Desiree Davis
Senior guard Desiree Davis 

is the girls player of the moment 
for her dedication on the basketball 
court. Davis has been one of the 
leading scorers for the past three 
years. Recently, Davis committed 
to Southern Connecticut State 
University where she plans to 
further her basketball career. 

“It is a good fit.” Davis said. “I 
loved being on campus and I 
loved everything about the team.” 

In the first game of the 
season, the athletic department 
recognized Davis for scoring her 
1000th point in the last game of 
the previous season. “It was so nice 
of them to recognize me on my 
home court,” Davis said. “It has 
been a dream of mine to receive 
that 1000th point ball and it meant 
so much to me to have my parents 
out with me at center court.” 

Scoring her 1000th point in 
her junior year is something to be 
very proud of as not many players 
are able to make this accomplish-
ment so early in their career. Davis 
has been able to put the ball in the 
hoop for so long and it was nice for 
her to get some recognition for this. 

Junior forward Audrey 
Decker said that Davis has made 
her transition to the team a lot 
easier. “Desiree is so fun to be 
around,” she said.“We are always 
having a good time in practice with 
the music playing,” Decker said. 

Davis said that although the 

team has started off slow, they 
are looking forward to the KITS 
to get the season going. “KITS is 
a great time of year, and a high 
point for the season” she said. 

Junior Co-captain guard 
Angelina Maselli said she has 
been playing with Davis since 
her freshman year which really 
helps with the overall chemistry 
of the team. “She will always 
push you to get better in prac-
tice and help you get outside of 
your comfort zone to make you 
a better player,” Maselli said. 

“I really like playing with 
Desiree,” senior Co-captain 
f o r w a r d  J a n e  D u n b a r 
said.“It’s fun playing with 
someone who’s so talented.” 

As the KITS approach, 
everyone is on edge and very 
excited. Davis said that she is 
extremely excited but also very 
saddened by this year’s KITS. 
The KITS are always one of the 
highlights of the season, but this 
year will be Davis’s last time 
playing in front of the ener-
getic crowd in Hewett Gym. 

Coach of the Month: 
Coach Lingashi

The boys varsity basket-
ball team is off to a strong start 
with a record of 3-0 on the road. 
The team had their first game 
on Saturday, Dec. 1, against 
Westminster and won 67-55.

The game was very close 
and senior Co-captain guard 
Sean James contributed greatly, 
putting 22 points up on the score-
board. Sophomore forward Carter 
Meshanic had 18 rebounds, 
assisting in a strong team effort 
to beat their Farmington Valley 
rivals. Junior forward Jackson 
Wolff had 16 points and junior 
guard Jordon Walker was able 
to gain attention in the middle, 
drawing three crucial fouls. 

In addition, sophomore 
forward Hunter Meshanic and 
junior guard Calvin Schumacher 
were vital in the defensive effort. 
The two held Westminster’s two 
best players to a combined 20 points 
which helped to seal the game.

The Wyverns had two 
players making their KO debut. 
“We had two new guys in the 
starting lineup, sophomores Hunter 
and Carter Meshanic,” Head Coach 
Brad Seaman said.  “They blended 
with the other players very well, 
and were able to use our defen-
sive strategy which was to hold 

Westminster’s two best players 
to under 35 points,” he added.

This year the team benefits 
from their strong chemistry on the 
court. “We all know that on any 
given night, anyone of us could 
have a great game and we have 
learned to move the ball very 

Moment

well,” senior Co-captain guard 
Nicholas Bray said. “On defense, 
we are communicating very well 
and we all seem to be in sync.”

The  t eam i s  ge t t ing 
prepared for their tournament 
before winter break. “Right 
now, our main focus is to get 

ready for the KIT’s and trying to 
defend it,” Coach Seaman said.

The Wyverns also had a 
strong 68-53 win against Avon 
Old Farms on Wednesday, 
Dec. 5, led by Bray and James. 
Bray took control of the game 
,scoring 33 points, followed 
by James scoring 22 points. 

On Saturday, Dec. 8, the 
Wyverns traveled to Pingree 
School where they were able 
to come out with a dominant 
73-50 victory. James said that 
the Mechanics had a really good 
game and played well on both 
sides of the ball. “We were able 
to get out and run the fast break 
well and put a lot of pressure on 
the defense, which tired them 
out,” James said. “Coach devised 
up a good game plan and we were 
able to follow through with it.”

The whole team is looking 
forward to the KIT’s. “I feel like 
those are the most fun games of 
the year because it is one of the 
few times when parents, alumni 
and our student body all come out 
to support, so I know that is a really 
fun time for our team,” Bray said. 

The boys varsity basketball 
team will play the Kent School team 
uring the first round of the KITs on 
Friday, Dec. 14, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Hewett Gym following the girls 
varsity game which is at 5:30 pm. 

KO with a ball. Photo by David Newman.

Boys basketball starts season in 
stride going into Saturday KITs

by Kush Kataria ’20 by Jamie Amell ’20

Players of the

Senior Desiree Davis battles her opponents. 
Photo courtesy of Ali Meizels ’19.
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Girls varsity basketball 
started out the season 0-4 but looks 
to continue growing as a team and 
prove to be strong competitors as 
the KITS approach on Dec. 14. 

In the first game of the 
season, senior guard Desiree 
Davis was recognized with a 
1000th point ball during the 
course of the game for scoring 
her 1000th point last year.

The team went up against a 
strong Taft School team that had 
some good players at every posi-
tion. Although the Wyverns fought 
hard, the girls fell short 56-30. 

As the season progressed, 
that seemed to have been the 
theme for the next couple of 
games. The girls still remain posi-
tive and are determined to fight and 
play until the very last moment. 

Junior Co-captain guard 
Angelina Maselli said the team’s 
goals are to learn how to gel and 
play as one unit. With a team on the 
younger side, Head Coach Quinn 
O’Brien really wants the team to 
learn how to play together. “He 
makes us prioritize the defensive 
end and getting a stop there, and 
then letting the offensive piece 
fall into place,” Maselli said. 

This year the team has two 

new coaches, Coach O’Brien and 
Assistant Coach Terese Cerins. 
New coaches coming in usually 
means rebuilding for the team, 
adapting to a new style of play and 
new defensive methods, and this 
is no exception for the Wyverns. 

Coach O’Brien said that 
he wants the team to get better 
everyday. “I want them to be 

more process-focused not results-
focused and to develop an unselfish 
atmosphere” Coach O’Brien said. 

Coach O’Brien, Coach 
Cerins and the team have learned 
a new motto, INAM, which 
stands for it’s not about me. 
Coach O’Brien said a normal 
practice for the team is actually a 
very non-traditional practice for 

Girls basketball off to rough first 
stretch, looking forward to KITs
by Sean James ’19 most. There are no water breaks, 

meaning just get water when you 
are out of a drill, and they really 
have no down time. “When they 
walk into this gym they know it’s 
time to work,” Coach Cerins said. 

Coach O’Brien said that 
although it may seem nerve-
wracking being a first year coach, 
it really isn’t like that if you don’t 

focus on the overall pressure. “We 
just try to focus on what we want 
to accomplish everyday,” he said. 

Senior  forward Madi 
Henry said she really likes the 
new coaches they have this 
year. “They both have good 
knowledge of the game and 
constantly give us advice, which 
is really helpful,” Henry said. 

Maselli said that she’s very 
excited for KITs. “It’s always a 
really great time and experience,” 
she said. “The team always bonds 
and it brings out the best in the 
players. I think the excitement 
makes us play better. The prog-
ress from game one to the KITs 
is going to be noticeable. Hope-
fully we will have a lot of fans 
at both the girls and boys game.” 

Senior Co-captain forward 
Jane Dunbar said she is also 
looking forward to the KITs.

“I hope a lot of people will 
come out and support because 
it’s really fun playing at home in 
front of a big crowd,” she said. 
“It will also be a lot of girls on 
the teams first time playing in 
that type of environment which 
makes it even more exciting.” 

The g i r l s  square  off 
against The Holderness school 
Friday, Dec. 14, for their 
first round game of the KITs.Senior guard Desiree Davis takes a look at the shot clock as the time winds down. Photo by Ali Meizels ‘19.

The boys and girls swimming 
and diving team are getting ready 
to kick into full gear this season 
with three meets under their belts.

The boys team, which 
consisted of a very talented group of 
nine seniors last year, only consists 
of three seniors this year, so the 
majority of the swimmers on the 
team this year are underclassmen. 

This puts great emphasis  
on working hard and improving 
the  smal l  th ings  in  each 
young swimmer’s techniques. 

“I don’t want them to work 
hard badly; it’s good to slow 
down,” Head Coach Alex Kraus 
said. “I would like people to get 
more confident, swimming longer 
and different races more intensely.” 

Coach Kraus encourages the 
boys to want to succeed and is ready 
to have a successful season. This 
year, the boys captains are seniors 
Ellis Winfree and Thomas Betts.

The boys’ first meet was 
on Wednesday, Nov. 28, away 
at Hopkins School. It was a 
close loss with a score of 93-85. 
On Saturday, Dec. 1, they 
swam home at Trinity College 
against Wilbraham and Monson 
Academy, resulting in a win. 

In both meets Winfree 
swam impressive 50-frees and 

junior Jamie Amell swam an 
impressive 100 yard breaststroke. 

The girls team is opti-
mistic for the season with their 
numbers up. After losing two very 
key seniors the team gained four 
new young and talented swim-
mers. The team this year has 
no seniors, so it is a very young 
team, and only two out of the 12 
members are upperclassmen. 

This year the focus for the 
season is also to work on indi-
vidual swimmers’ techniques 

by training hard and practicing 
a lot of aerobic and stroke work.

Head Coach Kata Baker 
wants the girls to strive individu-
ally this year and achieve personal 
goals. This year the sole captain of 
the team is junior Esha Shrivastav.

The girls traveled alongside 
the boys in both the Wednesday 
meet and the Saturday meet. 
Although the girls lost in both meets, 
they kept their head held high. 

“The goal of any swim 
season is that everyone ends with 

some best times,” Coach Baker 
said. “We don’t really pay atten-
tion to winning meets, although we 
hope to. The nature of an individual 
sport is improving individually, 
and trying new events.” During 
these meets freshman Ali Wildstein 
had two impressive races in the 
200 freestyle and the 500 freestyle.

Both teams went to the KO 
Invitational at Trinity College 
on Saturday, Dec. 8, which 
consisted of seven different teams. 

“ E v e r y o n e  w o r k e d 

really hard,” junior Marwynn 
Somridhivej said. “This meet 
is designed to have a fun 
competition before break.”

J u n i o r  N i c k  Tr a v e r 
s a i d  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  w a s 
supportive of one another and 
it was a great team atmosphere. 

“Even when people were 
really tired, they still cheered on 
their teammates,” Traver said. 

This year’s KO invitational 
came at an unfortunate time, as 
there was a large regional meet 
for year-round swimmers up 
at MIT, which means the team 
was missing key swimmers 
such as Amell, Wildstein, and 
eighth-grader Maggie Dwyer. 

Since these critical swim-
mers were missing, people had 
to step up, and they did. Betts 
did a great job replacing Amell 
in all of his events and the relays.

Most importantly, a lot of 
swimmers had season bests and 
personal bests. Junior distance 
swimmer Ben Zamstein shaved 
off ten seconds on his 500 freestyle 
time, giving him confidence going 
into the second half of the season.

Both teams will swim 
against Northfield Mount Hermon 
School on Wednesday, Jan. 9, 
where many are hoping that their 
hard work in Florida will pay off 
and contribute to personal bests. 

Swimming and diving starts out slow, 
hopes to grow with new swimmers
by Jacob Knowles ’20

Sophomore Ahana Nagarkatti looks to the end of the lane as she comes above the water. Photo by David Newman.


