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Sarah Ruhl to rule KO at a later date
Annual  Warren Baird 

English Symposium author Sarah 
Ruhl, whose visit was previously 
scheduled for Friday, Dec. 6, is now 
coming to KO on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 
due to scheduling conflicts. KO 
students were notified through an 
email from Symposium English 
teacher Michelle Caswell on Dec. 
3, and the new date was announced 
at an assembly days later. 

Ms. Ruhl’s winter schedule 
is packed tight with premieres, 
operas, and the publishing of new 
books; unfortunately, a conflict 
with the world premiere of her new 
play “Becky Nurse of Salem” at 
Berkeley Repertory Theater pushed 
back her visit to KO until February. 

“I found out Monday 
morning,” Mrs. Caswell said. 
“Her tech crew coming out of 
New York got delayed driving to 
California because of the weather, 
so because of that the whole play 
got pushed back a week.” While 
Ms. Ruhl initially anticipated 
the play to be in dress rehearsals 
in time for her to come to KO, 
the snow moved it so that she is 
still in early tech rehearsals and 
needs to be there to make revi-
sions. “She had originally planned 

to visit us before these world 
premieres, but, as they say in the 
theater, ‘the show must go on!’” 
Mrs. Caswell wrote in her email.

Despite the community 
wide disappointment, Ms. Ruhl’s 
busy schedule is part of why she 
was Mrs. Caswell’s top choice 
for this year’s symposium author. 
“The reason why it was so diffi-
cult to find a date to reschedule is 
also why I wanted her to be the 
Symposium author,” she said, 
“because she is doing really cool 
stuff and is super busy and actively 
working on all these projects.” 

Senior Juanita Asaphokai 
shared these sentiments. “Such is 
the life of an active playwright as 
Mrs. Caswell said, and I’m happy 
we have somebody who is so active. 
It’s not like her career is in retro-
spect; we get to watch it happen 
right now and meet her,” she said.

Aside from the world 
premiere of “Becky Nurse of 
Salem,” Ms. Ruhl is also staging 
“Eurydice,” which was read by all 
Upper School English classes, as 
an opera. This new adaptation is 
set to open on Dec. 19, in LA. She 
will also be releasing a memoir, 
“Smile,” on her experience with 
Bell’s palsy, and will publish 
her first book of poetry the week 

before her visit to KO. “I found 
snips of her poetry in ‘Letters 
from Max’ and in random Google 
searches and places she’s been 
published in magazines,” Mrs. 
Caswell said. “But she doesn’t 
have a full collection until now so 
I’ll be super psyched about that.”

While the Symposium 
class students are especially 
eager to meet Ms. Ruhl, Mrs. 
Caswell expressed in her email 
that she hopes the community 
can be patient and continue to 
be excited for her visit. “By the 
time Ms. Ruhl is on campus in 
February, we’ll be able to engage 
her in dialogue not just about the 
plays we’ve read, but about her 
ongoing work in writing plays, 
poetry, and prose,” she wrote.

Symposium students said 
they agreed that the date change 
presents even more opportunities 
for discussion and study. “Our class 
was really anticipating her visit; 
the fact that she’s not coming puts a 
damper on the excitement,” Juanita 
said. “But I think now as a school 
we have more time to study her 
work more closely and us Sympo-
sium students have more time to 
build up the excitement as well.” 

Senior Symposium student 
John McLaughlin said he agreed 

and is excited to be able to 
discuss more work with her. 
“Getting perspective from the 
creator of those works should 
be pretty special, especially 
since she will have even more 
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brand new material released 
by the time she visits,” he said.

Mrs. Caswell said she plans 
to use the time to move onto their 
new unit and get the commu-
nity more involved to keep up 
the anticipation. This next unit 
encompasses studies of both 
Sarah Ruhl and theater in general. 
“The Symposium class is moving 
beyond just her work and looking 
into some of her influences, large 

and small. They could go as far 
back as a traditional Greek tragedy 
and compare it to ‘Eurydice’ or 
they could look at a play written 
by her teacher at Brown, Paula 
Vogel,” Mrs. Caswell said. 

Both Symposium classes 
have been planning ways to 
involve all of KO in their study 
of Ruhl, and this schedule change 
gives them all the more time to 
do so. “We’re kind of excited 
that we’re not as rushed in doing 
things that we wanted to do that we 
didn’t for times sake, like making 
announcements at assembly, 
more time to meet as two classes 
together in PLBs or lunches 
coming up,” Mrs. Caswell said. 

This will also give time for 
students not in the Symposium 
class to showcase work they’ve 
done on “Eurydice.” “We always 
wanted to share some of the more 
creative stuff they’ve been doing in 
class,” Mrs. Caswell said. “So we 
imagine how can we share some of 
the creative work that we’ve done 
in class at assembly.” A staging 
of scenes from some of Ruhl’s 
plays may also be in the works.

Overall, the hope is that 
students and faculty continue to be 
interested Ruhl’s writing and get 
excited for her visit in February. 

During PLB on Friday, 
Nov. 15, the Student Govern-
ment Association and the KO 
News went head to head in an 
exciting game of basketball. 
As two of the main student-led 
groups on campus, they wanted 
to organize an activity that would 
bring the community together for 
some fun, spirited competition. 

According to senior Editor-
in-Chief of the KO News Jaden 
DiMauro, the idea for the game 
started when members of the 
different groups began joking 
around to determine which group 
was “superior.” “We were thinking 

of ways to get the community 
involved and basketball is what 
we decided on,” he said. So rather 
than continuing to argue back and 
forth, they took it to the court. 

Senior Speaker Jacqui Ouel-
lette came up with the idea to turn 
the game into a fundraiser for 
charity. Students who attended the 
game could dress down for $2.00, 
and all of the proceeds were donated 
to End Hunger Connecticut.

After faculty advisors 
English teacher Mela Frye and 
English Department Chair Cathe-
rine Schieffelin gave their approval, 
Jacqui announced the details 
about the game at an assembly. 

Each group drafted a team 

of players from within their own 
staff. SGA wore black jerseys 
and KO News wore red. Many 
students and faculty gathered 
in Soby Gym to cheer on their 
friends. Even some Middle School 
students came to watch as well. 

“The gym was loud, and 
the bleachers were packed,” 
senior Ishaa Sohail said. “I wasn’t 
expecting a lot of people to come 
watch, but based on the turn out, 
I think we are going to plan more 
events like this in the future.” 

Prior to the start of the 
game, both teams were given a 
few minutes to stretch and warm 
up. Then, Referee and Form 
5 Dean Ronald Garcia blew 

the whistle to start the game. 
Some of the stand-out 

players included junior Mike 
DeMio for SGA and junior Hunter 
Meshanic for the KO News as they 
were the leading scorers for their 
team. Even though there was a wide 
range of basketball experience, 
all of the players did a great job. 

KO News got off to an 
early lead, but SGA played hard 
to stay in the game. Despite 
their efforts, the KO News 
pulled ahead in the second 
half and won the game 43-25. 

The response from the basket-
ball game has been very positive, 
and students are looking forward 
to similar events in the future. 

“It was really fun to watch,” 
senior Mai Lin Pompshine said. 
“I think there should be more 
activities like this because it 
gives us something to look 
forward to and it is a nice break 
from the usual routine at school.”

Jacqui said that  next 
time the groups might orga-
nize a volleyball game. She also 
hopes to get even more people 
involved. For example, students 
could participate by keeping 
the score board, being cheer-
leaders, or announcing the game. 

Overall, it is clear that the 
basketball game was a big success 
because everyone had a good time 
while supporting a great cause.  

by Kathryn Westrick ’20
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In memory of Ms. Jeanne Auerbach 

Jeanne Auerbach worked as the school 
nurse at KO from 2011-2018. In her time 
at KO, Mrs. Auerbach was known for her 
compassion, hard work, and dedication 
to caring for students. She passed away 
on Oct. 14, at 62 years old from cancer.

When remembering Mrs. Auerbach’s 
impact on the community, there is one 
thing that everybody will remember: her 
commitment to helping students. What-
ever the problem, whether it be physical or 
emotional, big or small, Mrs. Auerbach was 
dedicated to doing the most she could to help. 

“She loved kids and loved adoles-
cents and teenagers in particular,” 
Director of Academic Planning Carolyn 
McKee said. “I appreciated the conver-
sations that she would have where she 
would either help figure out what a kid 
may need in terms of either health-related 
things or just kind of emotional support.” 

Going above and beyond for students 
was an everyday undertaking for Mrs. 
Auerbach. Athletic Trainer Julie Rich-
ardson began working at the same time as 
Mrs. Auerbach, and they worked closely 
to ensure the health of student-athletes. 

“She always put the students first, 
no matter what. Even if she had her five 
dogs at home that needed to go out, she 
would leave her dogs there but make 
sure that all the students were taken care 

of with 110% care,” she said, “because 
that’s what she lived for was the students.”

Mrs. Auerbach not only left her 
mark on KO with her caring heart, but also 
with her passion for healthcare in general. 

“She brought an awareness around 
health procedures,” Mrs. McKee said. 
“She was really good about reminding 
people about flu season; we had a couple 
of times when she was here we had to 
deal with H1N1, so she was really good 
at kind of helping the school respond. 
She was always thinking ahead.” 

She also worked with helping students 
with concussions manage school and 
brought new concussion protocols to KO. 

Athletic Trainer Steve Cannata 
agreed that her passion for her job was 
evident by her diligence and care. “She 
was kind; the job to her was more than just 
seeing who was sick and sending people 
home,” he said. “She would follow up and 
continue to care about what was going on 
after she initially met you, so I think what 
people should remember about her is that 
she was very thoughtful and involved.” 

Her care didn’t just extend to the 
nurse’s office, but to every aspect of her 
life.  Mr. Cannata recalls their Monday 
morning conversations not only about 
weekend athletic injuries, but also her 
genuine interest in the lives of others. 

“She was always interested in what was 
going on and just in peoples’ lives,” he said. 

by Cici Chagnon ’21

KO athletes sign letters of intent
by Sloan Duvall ’21

On Thursday, Nov. 14, five student 
athletes, along with family, friends 
and KO administrators, gathered in 
Alumni Hall for  the DI and DII Student-
Athlete college commitment signing. 

This ceremony, led by Director of 
Athletics Debbie Fiske, honored five King-
swood Oxford students for signing their 
letters of intent to their respective colleges. 

Each senior sat behind a table 
with his family while a summary of their 
athletic achievements was read. They then 
answered questions about their time at KO, 
signed their letters, and posed for pictures. 

“It was an honor to 
sign in front of all my 
friends and family. It 
meant a lot to all of the 
signees that so many 
people showed up to 
support us.”

–Tim Cotter’20

“I’m just so proud to 
see the students that 
I get to interact with 
everyday go to such 
great colleges to play 
the sports they love.”

–Mrs. Perkins

“She wanted to know more than just who was 
hurt and she cared about the whole person.”

Mrs. Richardson said she agreed. 
“She just put everyone first, and not a lot 
of people do that. She always went above 
and beyond to do her work,” she said. 

Mrs.  Auerbach’s compassion 
was further apparent in her extensive 

Jeanne Auerbach during her time as nurse at 
KO. Photo by EB Taylor. 

Seniors Jack Marshall, Galen Flynn, Tim Cotter, Ethan Brown, and Will Layden pose with their 
families at the college commitment signing ceremony. Photo by by David Newman. 

volunteer work. “She was involved 
outside of school; she did a lot of charity 
work, and she just tried to help in any 
way she could,” Mr. Cannata said. 

At her memorial service on Monday, 
Oct. 21, her family requested that guests 
make donations to either the Connect-
icut Humane Society or a rescue animal 
shelter instead of bringing flowers.

“She was a great human being 
who cared for students immensely,” 
Mrs. Richardson said. KO will miss 
Mrs. Auerbach’s kindness and warmth, 
and wish her family all the best. 

“She loved kids and 
loved adolescents and 
teenagers in partic-
ular. I appreciated 
the conversations that 
she would have where 
she would either help 
figure out what a kid 
may need in terms of 
either health-related 
things or just kind of 
emotional support.” 

–Carolyn McKee

First to sign his letter of intent 
was senior swimmer Ethan Brown. 

Headed to Villanova University 
in Pennsylvania, Ethan has been swim-
ming on the West Hartford Aquatic Team 
(WHAT) swim team for four years and 
also swam on the varsity KO swim team 
his freshman and sophomore year. Ethan 
is excited to start the next chapter of his 
swimming career as a Villanova Wildcat. 

“Swimming in college has been a dream 
of mine since I started when I was nine,” 
Ethan said. “Signing to Villanova proved to 

me that all the years of hard work pay off.” 
Baseball commit senior Tim Cotter 

was next to sign his letter of intent to 
Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, Conn. 

Tim started playing baseball at the 
age of five, and his KO debut was on the 
Upper School JV team as an eighth-grader. 

This five-year varsity senior is looking 
forward to continuing his baseball journey 
as a SHU pioneer and felt that the signing 
ceremony was a great way to kick it off. 

“It was an honor to sign in front of 
all my friends and family,” Tim said. “It 
meant a lot to all of the signees that so 
many people showed up to support us.”

Senior Galen Flynn signed as a soccer 
recruit to Fordham University in New York 
City. Galen has played on the Oakwood 
Soccer Club team, part of the U.S Devel-
opment Academy, since the age of nine. 
After visiting Fordham, Galen knew it was 
the right fit for him as he loved the campus, 
coaches, and team. “Fordham is going to 
be tough but I couldn’t be more excited to 
start playing at a higher level,” Galen said. 

W i l l  L a y d e n  s i g n e d  h i s 
letter of intent to swim at Provi-
dence College in Providence, R.I. 

Will, also a member of the WHAT 

swimming team, has been swim-
ming for nine years and is excited to 
begin competing as a Friar next fall. 

“Signing was such an amazing 
feeling,” Will said, “I always knew that 
I was going to end up in a place where I 
would ultimately be happy, and I’m proud 

to say I have found that in Providence.” 
The ceremony concluded with 

senior baseball commit Jack Marshall 
signing his letter of intent to Stone-
hill College in Easton, Massachusetts. 

Jack is also a four-year varsity 

senior on the KO baseball team this year 
and has even used his baseball experi-
ence to teach younger kids as a Camp 
KO baseball counselor in the summer. 

Jack described the experience of 
signing to become a Skyhawk in front 
of all of his supporters as a dream come 
true. “I’ll never forget it,” Jack said. 

The audience, filled with family, 
friends, teachers, and coaches all 
seemed to share the same pride the 
signees felt. Upper School Administra-
tive Director Lindsey Perkins was one 
of the KO faculty members present. 

“I’m just so proud to see the students 
that I get to interact with everyday 
go to such great colleges to play the 
sports they love,” Mrs. Perkins said. 

College Advisor Matt Waldman 
shared Mrs. Perkins’ feeling. It is 
clear that all of the student-atheltes 
have worked hard to get to this point. 

“Being able to sign a national 
letter of intent obviously means you have 
put a ton of work into your craft,” Mr. 
Waldman said. “These gentlemen have 
something to be proud of, and I am too.”

“Being able to sign a 
national letter of intent 
obviously means you 
have put a ton of work 
into your craft,” Mr. 
Waldman said. “These 
gentlemen have some-
thing to be proud of, 
and I am too.”

–Mr. Waldman
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by Jaden DiMauro ’20Thriving arts at KO
 The creative, performing, and visual 

arts at KO have recently advanced to greater 
serve student artists in their artistic practices. 

Beyond the annual fall play, winter 
musical, and student-directed one-
acts, the theater program at KO under 
Director of Theater Kyle Reynolds has 
truly evolved to provide greater oppor-
tunities for artists and performers to 
express themselves through the arts.  

The editorial  board believes 
that the success of theater and arts 
in general  at  Kingswood Oxford 
deserves praise and recognit ion. 

Af t e r  becoming  an  award -
winning program with their produc-
tion of Chicago, KO theater continues 
to implement new programs that will 
enhance the performing arts curriculum, 
which now strives to have a greater 
emphasis on singing, dancing, and acting. 

With the Choreographer Showcase, 
student dancers had the opportunity to learn 
from professional choreographers over a span 
of ten weeks, as an after school initiative. 

This program not only improved 
the skills of previous theater students, but 
broadened the program with the addition of 
many new students who had never danced 
before. This was an opportunity for them to 
start their performing arts experience at KO. 

Moreover, the “Broadway at KO” 
masterclass series has served as an 
opportunity for students to learn from 
successful and experienced artists in the 
performing arts world. Diedre Goodwin, 
who visited last January, provided some 
great acting and singing advice to students. 

Last May, Ben Frankhauser construc-

tively critiqued students’ storytelling 
through physicality and emotion. Most 
recently, Autumn Hurlbert taught students 
how to properly deliver a song. All of these 
experiences, with many more in store, have 
given student artists on campus a greater 
guidance and opportunity to practice their 
skills, in preparation for KO’s theater 
productions and for theater in college. 

KO’s success in the arts extends 
beyond just theater. In the visual arts depart-
ment, a relatively new after school initiative 
by creative arts teacher Katherine Burnett, 
gives students the opportunity to create art 
free of curriculum requirements and dead-
lines. This encourages students to pursue their 
love of art outside of the classroom. With the 
freedom to pursue projects that interest them, 
students have the opportunity to evolve and 
develop their own styles as visual artists. 

Recently, Creative Arts Department 
Chair Todd Millen has also implemented 
some changes with the band curriculum. He 
revised the different levels of band to give 
students more musical exposure and worked 
to seamlessly integrate them into the schedule. 

Basically, students now have the 
opportunity to play both jazz and clas-
sical music, whereas in the past they 
had to choose between jazz combo and 
concert band. This allows for students 
to explore different styles of music and 
further develop themselves as musicians.

All in all, the performing, visual, and 
creative arts programs at KO have recently 
been taking steps in creating opportunities 
for students to further learn and practice 
how to express themselves through the 
arts, and this has served artists on campus. 

As the 2020 election becomes less 
of a mystical happening hearkened to 
by wishful liberals eagerly awaiting the 
demise of the Trump presidency, and begins 
to take real shape, Democrats must begin 
to develop a cogent, pragmatic approach 
to dethrone President Trump, take control 
of the Senate, and build on their existing 
majority in the House of Representatives. 

The first step on this path is and should 
be self-evident. Whoever the Democratic 
nominee ends up being will be facing off 
against the most vulgar, obtuse, and offen-
sive incumbent in recent political memory. 

While some may argue that 
addressing these qualities in the Presi-
dent reduces the height of the candidate’s 
inevitable moral high ground, doing so 
will, in fact, do the opposite. Despite the 
extreme dualism of the current American 
political climate, the moderate popula-
tion remains robust (as evidenced by Joe 
Biden’s continued lead in primary polls). 

These moderates – many of 
whom voted for Barack Obama in 2016 
and President Trump in 2020 – may 
be drawn to the president’s fiscal poli-
cies, but given the extent of his infrac-
tions, won’t be able to align themselves 
with his questionable sense of morality. 

Additionally, this strategy forces 
Republican pundits to defend the Presi-
dent’s actions rather than focusing on 
substantive policy ideas. Ideas that may 
very well end up deciding the election.

Along this same theme, Demo-
crats must focus on substantive policy 
issues rather than getting bogged down in 
Trumpian name calling, bullying, passive 
aggression. First of all, they won’t win. 
Trump is a master of ad hominem attacks 

and appears to be invulnerable to any 
sort of political retribution as a result. 

Therefore, taking the bait will not 
only allow the Trump campaign to justify 
his behavior with the platitudinous quibble 
that “both sides are doing it,” but it will 
additionally alienate undecided voters who 
may not approve of Trump’s Twitter antics.  

In conjunction with this policy focus, 
a potential Democratic nominee must appear 
on conservative media such as Fox News, 
and on non-mainstream media outlets. 

Much of Trump’s base watches 
exclusively Fox News, meaning they are 
only exposed to the singular ideology 
Fox espouses. If a candidate approached 
them, offering an alternative to what may 
be the only option ever presented to them, 
they may just find Trump’s agenda isn’t 
as enchanting as they may have thought. 

As the last election proved, Demo-
crats can’t win by continuing to capi-
talize on the same base of voters they 
have relied upon for the past 70 years. 

In order to win elections in the 
modern political climate, they must 
persuade traditionally Independent and 
Republican voters that their values and 
agenda represent a stark contrast to the 
continued chaos of a Trump presidency.

And finally, in conclusion, Demo-
crats must – for at least this election 
cycle – avoid the word “socialism” like 
the plague. While the phrase “Democratic 
Socialism” has gained significant traction 
in terms of public opinion recently thanks 
to the likes of Bernie Sanders and Eliza-
beth Warren, the term still carries heavy 
Cold War stigmatization thanks to a relent-
less stream of conservative propaganda. 

No matter how popular socialist ideas 
may be amongst young voters, the Demo-
cratic Party must recognize that their only 
hope of defeating President Trump in 2020 
lies with the moderates and the undecideds. 

And while this may very well be 
the last election in American history 
in which that is the case, it must be 
recognized now, or else Democrats can 
already start looking forward to 2024.  

Happy Holidays 
from the KO News 

Editorial Board! 
     Cartoon by Alma Clark ’20, accomplished cartoonist, author, artist, rhymer and intellectual 
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3D Printing: Too good to be true?
by Sam Merkatz ’22

You may not know it, but 
there is a 3D printer located at 
the bottom of Roberts sometimes 
used to print the occasional pen 
holder, whistle, or game piece. 

If one were to pick up 
one of these items, they would 
see that it is not one solid 
object but instead comprised of 
multiple thin layers of a plastic-
like material fused together.

 In a way, the layers are 
a fitting representation for 3D 
printing: when considering 3D 
printing, one must also consider 
its nuanced layers of ethical 
and industrial implications. 

Though the shiny, much 
touted benefits of new devices and 
innovations are tempting, proceed 
with caution: there is much more 
to consider before simply declaring 
3D printing to represent an over-
whelming benefit to society. 

 The very fact  that 
3D printing is a technology of 
unparalleled accessibility and 
ease of use embodies both its 
benefits and potential harms. 

T h e  p r o c e s s  o f  3 D 
p r i n t i n g  b e g i n s  w i t h  a 
file, typically a 3D model. 

This file must be uploaded 
onto a certain software plat-
form, but after this,  l i t t le 
technical finesse is needed. 

Designing a functional 
model itself may be difficult, but 
taking it and using it is as easy 
as printing out any other thing. 

In fact, the Smithsonian just 
recently touted its 3D printing 
of artifacts in its collections. 

That’s a good thing – 
the technology has democ-
ratized and promoted access 
t o  m u s e u m  c o l l e c t i o n s . 

But what about, let’s say, 
employing the technology to 
avoid the expense and logistics 
otherwise involved in buying 
a gun when you instead could 
print it – and in fact, one can. 

A number of 3D printed 
guns have been produced; 
no t  toy  guns ,  rea l  guns , 
capable of firing real bullets. 

This raises the question: 
what information can be relayed? 

To  wha t  ex t en t  c an 
freedom of speech be claimed? 
Where does the buck stop? 

Well, one might argue, 
bomb instructions have been 
posted online, and those haven’t 
been taken down, so why take 
down gun making instructions? 

It’s the idea that 3D printing 
is a technology of unparalleled 
accessibility and ease of use. 

It is neither labor nor 
economically intensive. When 
Timothy Mcveigh and Terry 
Nichols assembled the explo-

sives later used in the Okla-
homa City bombings, they were 
forced to rob homes to supple-
ment the expenses, and had to 
assume numerous false identities 
to secure the nessecary materials

. 

A number of 3D 
printed guns have 
been produced; 
not toy guns, real 
guns, capable of 
firing real bullets. 
This raises the 
question: what 
information can 
be relayed? 

When someone 3D prints 
a gun, they do not have to spend 
exorbitant amounts of money, 
nor disguise themselves to 
secure dangerous materials. 

And therefore a choice 
must be made: security at the 
expense of freedom, or vice versa. 

T h e  p r o c e s s  o f  3 D 
p r i n t i n g ,  a s  m e n t i o n e d 
before, is non-labor intensive. 

O n l y  o n e  p e r s o n  i s 

required to operate the machine. 
It is therefore prudent not 

only to consider ethical concerns, 
but industrial concerns as well. 

While 3D printing currently 
exists in its infancy, technology 
advances at an exponentially 
increasing pace, and there is little 
to suggest this breakneck prog-
ress will slow any time soon. 

When 3D printers are able 
to match the output capacity 
o f  l a rge r,  more  complex 
machines, what will happen? 

What are the consequences 
when the same products that can 
be produced either in a finan-
cially burdening, resource hungry 
factory instead are produced 
from the comfort of one’s home? 

W h i l e  o n e  p e r s o n 
cannot cripple entire indus-
tries, the combined efforts of a 
million startups can certainly 
create a substantial economic 
dent in the sides of America. 

This means, once again, 
the necessity of considering 
how to balance freedom of 
creation and entrepreneurship 
with larger societal concerns.

Thankfully, there is still time 
to come to a decision. 3D printing 
is far from perfect in its current 
state, with the main flaw being that 
printing itself is incredibly slow. 

However, this does not 
mean we can stand back and 

wait until matters are pressing. 
Printers are only going 

to get faster and cheaper. It is 
in our interest to sort out these 
conundrums sooner rather 
than later, lest things spiral out 
of control before we know it.

 

A million startups 
can certainly 
create a substan-
tial economic 
dent in the sides 
of America. This 
means consid-
ering how to 
balance freedom 
of creation with 
larger societal 
concerns.

. 

The creator of the Segway 
scooter died after falling off a 
cliff while riding on his own 
invention; I do not intend to ride 
humanity’s technology over 
a metaphorical cliff as well.

The effects of misrepresention
by Olivia Reynolds ’22

In recent years, much of 
American society has made 
a conscious effort to diver-
sify various platforms, such as 
film, literature, and modeling. 

However, there are still 
some Americans who want to 
resist this change and some who 
deny that it’s even necessary. 

If anybody reading this article 
agrees with the previous statement, 
I encourage you to picture your 
favorite 2000s throwback movie. 

Many fi lms produced 
just  15 years ago have a 
predominantly white cast . 

The  ac to r s  o f  co lo r 
were typically limited to the 
supporting role, had little char-
acter development, or were 
cast as an overused stereotype. 

It  is crucial for chil-
dren of all races to see char-
acters that look, talk, and act 
like them on the big screen. 

H a v i n g  r o l e  m o d e l s 
that they can relate to in 
those ways boosts self-confi-
dence and self-acceptance. 

Scriptwriters need to break 
out of the one-dimensional roles 
that minorities are so often cast in 
and expand into characters with 
a wide variety of experiences.

I would say that America 
truly began to push for increased 
representation around 2016. 

Despite our country’s 
efforts for the past three years, 
it is painfully obvious that for 
nearly 250 years, white people 

were paraded as the cause of all 
this country’s achievements. 

While laws and policies have 
since been put in place to combat 
such blatant discrimination, 
many people still have ingrained 
prejudices as a result of a system 
that is still very Eurocentric.

It’s no secret that many 
private and prep schools are 
predominantly white institutions. 

It is crucial for 
children of all 
races to see char-
acters that look, 
talk, and act like 
them on the big 
screen. Having 
role models they 
can relate to 
boosts self-confi-
dence and self-
acceptance.

Thus, it often falls to 
minority students to educate their 
classmates about their culture. 
However, this is not their job! 

When a student steps into 
school, their one and only job 
is to learn, especially in a place 
where families are paying for a 

better learning environment for 
their kids. Putting this pressure 
on minority students can distract 
them from their schoolwork or 
cause emotional distress, which 
is unfair to them in many ways. 

In many situations, they 
are forced to deal with hurtful 
comments even while inside the 
classroom. Some teachers are not 
sufficiently educated about topics 
pertaining to race, which causes 
their inability to provide an appro-
priate response and be an ally to 
their students. In some cases, 
the ignorance present in chil-
dren and adults breeds animosity 
and causes people to lash out. 

These actions can be classi-
fied into two categories: microag-
gressions and macroaggressions. 

While there are formal 
definitions for both of these 
terms, I think it would be more 
helpful to refer to them colloqui-
ally. A microaggression is that 
small action or comment that just 
doesn’t sit right with you, while a 
macroaggression is a much more 
noticeable and blatant display 
of discrimination or racism. 

One way to remedy igno-
rance is to integrate diversity into 
movies, books, and magazines 
targeted at a younger audience. 

While films like “Black 
Panther” and “The Hate U Give” 
are stunning and address important 
topics, you’re not going to sit down 
and watch either of those films 
with an elementary schooler. Even 
though that age group is still largely 
influenced by their parents, it is 

 America still has 
a long way to go 
in terms of repre-
sentation, but it 
has been changing 
for the better 
recently and I’m 
hopeful that it will 
continue in this 
direction for years 
to come.

the experiences of their younger 
years that will subconsciously 
influence their opinions and view-
points as they grow and mature.

There  needs to  be a 
broader market for books and 
movies with diverse char-
acters for younger children. 

Elementary and middle-

grade writings tend to focus 
on less serious topics, such 
as things like having a crush, 
at tending the first  day of 
school, and shifting friendships. 

Seeing characters of other 
races go through normal life chal-
lenges such as these would help 
to remove a racial barrier and 
make it easier to relate to others.

The book “Tiny Stitches: 
The Life of a Medical Pioneer” 

is a step in the right direction. 
After 72 years, African 

American Doctor Vivien Thomas 
is being publicly recognized for his 
surgical innovation that was falsely 
credited to two white doctors. 

Dr.  Thomas invented 
a  p r o c e d u r e  t o  r e m e d y 
cyanotic heart disease (blue 
baby syndrome)  in  1944. 

“Tiny Stitches” is a picture 
book that gives him the recog-
nition he deserves while still 
presenting the content in a 
manner suitable for children. 

It would be especially helpful 
to diversify books in classrooms. 

Teachers could facilitate 
discussions about the depths 
and intricacies of each character. 

This could help to rede-
fine some of the one-dimen-
sional stereotypes that exist 
abou t  ce r t a in  charac te r s . 

They would also serve 
as moderators to make sure the 
conversation didn’t get out of 
hand or turn negative in nature.

I truly believe that diver-
sifying books and movies from 
a younger age, as well as facili-
tating conversations about race 
would severely limit the number 
of microaggressions in school. 

Even if the comment didn’t 
have hurtful intent, that doesn’t 
mean it didn’t have a harmful 
impact. In terms of representa-
tion, America still has a long way 
to go in many areas, but it has been 
changing for the better recently and 
I’m hopeful that it will continue in 
this direction for years to come.
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Multiple intelligences at KO
by Juliana Kulak ’20

As students at KO, we are 
incredibly lucky to be in class-
rooms with teachers who care 
deeply about our education and 
with peers who genuinely want 
to learn. However, sometimes 
there is a disconnect even at KO 
between teachers and students in 
regards to how students learn best.

Nearly every student I know 
at KO has at one point or another 
felt that despite taking detailed 
notes and seeking extra help, they 
still do not understand the mate-
rial being taught. Immediately 
they either blame the teacher for 
“not being able to teach,” or they 
blame themselves for simply 
not being smart enough in that 
subject. Neither of these reasons 
are true and both are very detri-
mental for students and teachers.

Howard Gardner published 
the Theory of Multiple Intel-
ligences which suggests that 
intelligence is composed of 
eight modalities: linguistic intel-
ligence,  logical-mathematical 
intelligence, spatial intelligence, 
bodily-kinesthetic intelligence, 
musical intelligence, interpersonal 
intelligence, intra-personal intelli-
gence, and naturalist intelligence. 

Dr. Gardner stated that 
schools focus primarily on 
linguistic and logical-mathematical 
intelligence. However, our educa-
tion system and society need to 
place equal value on all other kinds 
of intelligence. Multiple intelli-
gences enrich our world through 
art, entrepreneurship, and more. 

An important part of Gard-
ner’s theory is that no person 
is limited to one kind of intelli-
gence. Just because, for example, 
someone has high linguistic intel-
ligence, they can still succeed in 
math or science. The key is using 
a wide range of activities to rein-
force what is being taught and 
to explain the material in many 
different ways and in different 
contexts. For example, in math 
classes students with high logical-
mathematical intelligence will be 
able to quickly pick up the mate-
rial just by reading the textbook. 

However, not everyone in 
the class will necessarily have 
that same strength and that is 
okay. They still can not only learn 
but be successful in a math class. 
They just need the material to be 
explained in a way that makes 
sense to them. Students with 
high musical intelligence might 
understand certain math lessons 
if they are taught in relation to 
musical theory (like relating frac-
tions to quarter and eighth notes). 

Teachers at KO should 
implement a more diverse range 
of ways to teach a concept and 
enforce it in the classroom. 
By only teaching to one kind 
of intelligence, students can 
lose confidence in their own 
ability and start to hate learning. 

Learning should be exciting 
and interesting for students and I am 
sure that it is every teacher’s goal 
at KO to create a supportive and 
positive environment for students. 
By being aware of the different bits 
of intelligence, teachers can make 

sure students feel confident in their 
ability to succeed in any subject. 

While teachers play an 
important role in helping students 
learn, KO should also do a better 
job at educating students on the 
different kinds of intelligence. 
Regardless of what a student’s 
highest intelligence is, they can still 
succeed in other areas of learning. 
This way, students will know why 
they don’t understand something 
and ask for their teacher to explain 
material in a way that correlates to 
their highest kinds of intelligence. 
For example, if a student has high 
linguistic intelligence and is strug-
gling to understand concepts in 
their math class, they can go to 
their teacher for extra help and ask 
that the material is explained in a 
paragraph rather than on a graph. 

Not every student learns 
the same way, but all students 
are capable of success in any 
class. It is crucial that teachers 
and students are aware of the 
many kinds of intelligence so 
that they can present or learn the 
material in a variety of ways. 

The N-word
by Epephanie LaBoy ’23

The N-word. A word that will 
always have a history of slavery, 
oppression and racial discrimi-
nation against people of color in 
the U.S., often used to be nothing 
more than a term that degraded 
black people. The N-word, for 
recent generations, has been taken 
from a word that oppressed black 
people to a word of endearment 
which meant changing the narra-
tive. Taking the word that used to 
dehumanized black people and 
turning it to a word that we own. 

When people of other 
races ask for the “N-word pass,” 
it’s considered offensive. Being 
black is not just being able to 
say the N-word. It’s having to 
deal with society telling us that 
we don’t belong. Telling us that 
black women aren’t beautiful, 
that the color of our skin is too 
dark. Being black is having to 
carry the history of slavery. Being 
black these days means having to 
protest because another human that 
is black has been shot due to racial 
profiling. Being black is not just 
being able to say the N-word, it’s 
fighting for equality for our race.

Referring to sophomore 
Olivia Reynolds’s piece on 
reformed learning, I feel as if we 
should do more as a school cultur-
ally and do it appropriately. This 
means making sure teachers under-
stand every aspect of what they 
are teaching, not just learning it so 
that they can recite it to students. 

I asked a few members of 
the KO community their opinions 

on the school’s cultural aware-
ness. “Cultural awareness at KO 
is a factor of our community 
that is overlooked too much,” 
freshman Ely Alleyne said, “The 
KO community has to start being 
aware of all cultures and educate 
our community so that we can 
become culturally aware.” As a 
fellow student at KO, I agree, but 
the question is: What should we 
do? What are the ways that we 
can change the curriculum so that 
we can be more culturally aware?

“It is often looked upon as 
the ‘job’ of minority students to 
educate others about their culture 
when this is not the case,” Olivia 
said, “Cultural awareness should be 
integrated into the curriculum for 
students and also into professional 
development for the faculty.”

Right now I feel as if we 
should add classes talking about 
how to be culturally appro-
priate. Right now we are talking 
about things that we already 
know, like speaking about our 
feelings. Although topics like 
these are important, they are 
things that we already know. 

Overall, KO and its students 
need to step up regarding cultural 
awareness. Students asking for 
the “N-word pass” show a lack 
of understanding when it comes 
to the history behind the N-word 
and why it is offensive to ask for 
it. When you ask a black person for 
the N-word pass, you’re asking that 
person to speak for the entire race. 
That is something one person could 
never do, and that is something that 
KO students need to recognize.

A decade of nostalgia and memories
by Madeleine Pelletier ’20 

The 2010 decade is coming 
to a close, and for the students at 
KO, this means saying goodbye 
to the decade of our childhoods. 

The “peak” of Disney 
Channel, the popularization of 
iPhones, and crazy politics are only 
some of the things that have defined 
the 2010s as a decade of change. 

Below is a brief history of the 
2010s and the best and worst things, 
in my opinion, about the decade. 

The 2010s wil l  most 
likely go down in history as 
the  decade when iPhones 
skyrocketed into popularity. 

It’s hard to believe that the 
iPhone that came out in 2010 was 
only model four when we now 
have the iPhone 10’s and 11’s. 

Instagram and Angry Birds 
where popular apps in 2010, 
and I’m sure most high school 
students remember their first Insta-
gram accounts filled with cringe-
worthy, over-saturated selfies. 

The high school students 
of this generation grew up 
with technology as opposed to 
their millennial predecessors. 

I  can remember back 
when Netflix was a company 
that sent DVDs in little red 
packages through the mail. 

When p lay ing  Mar io 
Kart with my brother was a 
typical after-school activity. 

Growing up with such 
readily available technology is 
great because now we have much 
of our lives documented with 
pictures and videos that are fun 

to look back on, and we have an 
instant way to connect with others. 

The downsides of growing 
up with technology, though, 
include short attention spans, as 
well as feeling left out because 
of social media, and becoming 
addicted to apps that take the 
place of social interaction. 

We were the first decade to 
grow up knowing what an iPhone 
is, and I think that aspect of our 
lives will continue to define our 
generation for years to come. 

I think that one of the biggest 
negatives of the 2010s is the 
culture that social media creates 

when it comes to celebrities. 
During the 2010s, as more 

and more social media sites 
were popularized, social media 
influencers began to pop up. 

Attractive people began 
to make money online for being 
attractive. I think that this is a nega-
tive aspect of the 2010s because it 
gives people unrealistic standards 
in terms of beauty and making 
money. Social media influencers 
profit off of brand deals that are 
usually phony weight loss products. 

This trend is harmful to 
people on social media, and it 
gives teens unrealistic standards 
that equate attractiveness to the 
amount of money you can make. 

Along with this tech-
nology boom, 2010 kids also had 
plenty of quality entertainment 
in the form of television shows. 

I would say that most, 
if not all, high schoolers look 
fondly back at their favorite 
Disney and Nick shows that 
they obsessed over as kids. 

Shows like “The Suite 
Life of Zack & Cody,” “Phineas 
and Ferb,” “Wizards of Waverly 
Place,” and “iCarly” are some 
of the many TV shows that we 
can still sing the theme songs to. 

These  shows were  a 
highlight of the 2010s, always 
providing laughs and entertain-
ment to 2010 kids before we 
all had iPhones and YouTube. 

The 2010s were also 
a decade of Disney Movie 
remakes like “Cinderella,” 
“Beau ty  and  the  Beas t , ” 
“Aladdin,” and “The Lion King.” 

Our generation enjoys 
nostalgia,  especially when 
i t  comes  to  our  favor i te 
chi ldhood Disney movies. 

Although some say that 
Disney remakes are a nega-

The 2010 decade 
is coming to a 
close, and for the 
students at KO, 
this means saying 
goodbye to the 
decade of our 
childhoods. 

tive of the 2010s, I think they 
are posi t ive because they 
are a great way to relive our 
favorite childhood stories. 

Once we all had phones 
and a way to get the news, teens 
could clearly see that the world 
of politics was a roller coaster 
in the 2010s with both posi-
tive and negative outcomes. 

I would say that 
most, if not all, 
high schoolers 
look fondly back 
at their favorite 
Disney and Nick 
shows that they 
obsessed over as 
kids. 

I t ’s  mind-blowing to 
think that same-sex marriage 
was legalized in the United 
States in 2015, just 4 years ago. 

T h e  O b a m a - e r a 
came to  an  end  and  the 
Trump-era began in 2016. 

N o w  t h e  i m p e a c h -
ment  inqui ry  in to  Trump 
is  in ful l  swing in 2019.  

All of these historic events 
have had a large impact on the 
way that teens see the world today. 

Teens, in general, have a 
somewhat pessimistic attitude 
when it comes to politics. This is 
because today’s issues are so polar-
izing and emotional. We are also 
constantly in contact with politics 
whether we watch the nightly news, 
see political scandals trending on 
Twitter, or just scroll  through 
about any social media feed. 

The positive side of having 
all of this information, though, 
is that teens have the ability to 
inform themselves about polit-
ical issues that they care about. 

Overall, the 2010s was a 
decade that will go down in history 
books as the decade of iPhones, 
Disney, and polarized politics. 

B u t  t o  u s ,  i t ’s  t h e 
decade that we grew up in. 

It’s the decade when we 
watched our favorite shows and 
movies, experimented with social 
media, and learned about polit-
ical issues that we care about. 

Regardless of 
what a student’s 
highest intel-
ligence is, they 
can still succeed 
in other areas of 
learning. 
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‘Mandalorian’ is out of this galaxy
by Aakash Gunturu ’22

The new Disney+ show 
“The Mandalorian,” written by 
Jon Favreau, officially replaced 
“Stranger Things” as the most-
watched show. After only four 
episodes, the show has received a 
rating of 95% on Rotten Tomatoes. 

Throughout the “Star 
Wars” saga, we see many 
CGI characters and places. 

Some major characters 
we see through “The Mandalo-
rian” and Star Wars movies are 
IG-11, AT-ST, and the Jawas. 

Like IG-11, we see IG-88 
in “The Empire Strikes Back.” 
Granted, it was 1980 and the cast 
didn’t have the same technology 
as today. IG-88 was very robotic 
moving rather than an intelli-
gent droid. IG-11 looks more 
fluid and like an advanced droid. 

Personally, I liked IG-88 
better because he shows more 
impe r f ec t i ons  o f  Geo rge 
Lucas’s dream. IG-11 has more 
human characteristics which 
is not what Star Wars is about. 

Next, we see the AT-ST 
from the “Return of the Jedi” 
and “The Empire Strikes Back”. 

The shape and structure 
of the AT-ST hasn’t changed 
throughout the years but the 
representation of the machine has. 

In “Return of the Jedi,” the 
AT-ST was simply an armed trans-
port machine for imperial soldiers. 

I n  “ T h e  M a n d a l o -
rian,” the AT-ST looks like it 

came out of a horror movie. 
With red eyes and upgraded 

weapons, the AT-ST looks more 
threatening than before. I prefer 
this show’s take on the machine 
as it promotes what the Impe-
rials were about. They had rage 
in them and an appetite for power. 

We also see the small scav-
enger Jawas taking apart the 
Mandalorian’s ship in the second 
chapter. Every time we see these 
aggressive Jawas, they wear the 
same brown woven robes. The only 
difference this time is their eyes. 

In “A New Hope,” they have 
small yellow eyes. Now, they have 
dark-red eyes and carry blasters. 

This small detail adds to 

their personalities and makes 
them more captivating. The 
red eyes and blasters give a 
sense of fright and uncertainty.

Finally,  we see some 
characters we haven’t seen 
in the past, like the mudhorn. 

The CGI of mudhorn, a 

giant rhino-like creature with a 
horn, shows the true contrast of the 
Star Wars planets. The mudhorn 
was generated to look like a truly 
scary and terrifying creature. 

Overall, the CGI of char-
acters in the “The Mandalo-
rian” make the show a lot 
more fun to watch with new 
and old, improved characters.  

Additionally, the cast of 
“The Mandalorian” was great 
for each role. The Mandalorian, 
played by Pedro Pascal, keeps 
a dark and mysterious tone 
throughout the episodes. Pascal 
portrays the Mandalorian as a 
chill and laid back guy. Although 
this is true, he also shows the 
serious side of the Mandalorian.

Pascal acts much like 
Jeremy Bulloch as Boba Fett in 
the original “Star Wars” trilogy. 
Bulloch holds up the standard 
for “Star Wars” bounty hunters, 
and Pascal exceeds the standard 
while playing the Mandalorian. 

Next, Greef Karga, the 
head of the bounty hunter guild, 
also plays his character well 
with the contrast of emotions. 
Karga becomes the head of the 
guild after the fall of the galactic 
empire. Carl Weathers, who 
played Greef Karga, seemed nice 
and helpful to the Mandalorian. 

As the head of the guild, 
Karga has to keep people happy 
but still keep them in line. 

As soon as the Mandalorian 
breaks his trust, Karga immediately 
changes his tone. This flawless 

switch between roles is what made 
Weathers seem to fit his role well.

Furthermore, Cara Dune, 
played by Gina Carano, is a 
strong and independent woman. 

Carano portrays Dune exactly 
that way. Dune was an ex-rebel 
who turned to become a mercenary. 

Overall, each 
episode allows 
us to get engaged 
at the beginning 
and ends with us 
asking for the next 
episode.

Undoubtedly, all 
the actors played 
their roles impec-
cably... 

Both of these roles require 
two skill sets. We can see her 
strength and independence when 
she fights the Mandalorian herself. 
She even takes on an AT-ST 
during the battle against Klatoo-
inian raiders, which shows her 
loyalty and perseverance. Overall, 
Carano plays her character flaw-
lessly with total confidence.   

Undoubtedly, all the actors 
played their roles impeccably 
which helped in the forma-
tion of “The Mandalorian” 
becoming the most-watched show. 

Along with CGI and casting, 
the plot played a major role in 
making “The Mandalorian” a 
great and most-watched show. 

Similar throughout all the 
episodes, fight scenes including 
gunfights and hand to hand 
combat keep the story line intense. 

I liked this edition because 
of the Mandalorian’s person-

ality. He is very serious and is 
also somewhat laid back just 
like the plot. It gets intense and 
loosens up through the episodes.

Each episode starts and 
ends with an intense scene. 
Chapter one started out with a 
fight between the Mandalorian 
and a drunk goon. This was a good 
scene to add because it showed 
the skill of the Mandalorian. 

The episode ended with the 
major surprise, showing the bounty 
to be Baby Yoda. This was also a 
great addition that made me come 
back and watch the next episode. 

The second chapter started 
with the Mandalorian and Baby 
Yoda being ambushed by a 
group of Trandoshan warriors. 
This showed the responsibility 
that the Mandalorian took on 
in order to keep the child alive. 

The episode ended with 
Baby Yoda using the force to save 
the Mandalorian which started to 
build their relationship. This was 
a major scene where the Mandalo-
rian starts to care for the child. It 
was a great addition, which allowed 
us to predict the next episode.

Overall ,  each episode 
allows us to get engaged at 
the beginning and ends with 
us asking for the next episode. 

I n  conc lus ion ,  “The 
Mandalorian” is a great show 
because of CGI,  the casting, 
and the plot. Not to mention, 
the Mandalorian takes us on a 
new adventure while reminding 
us of the original “Star Wars.” 

The feud that’s  been 
brewing for over a year now has 
taken quite a few twists and turns 
over the past couple of months. 
Taylor Swift, Scooter Braun, and 
Scott Borchetta have been at odds 
for a while now, but recently, 
things have heated up yet again. 

We a l l  know Taylor 
Swift: seven studio album artist, 
Grammy Award winner, one 
of America’s sweethearts. But 
most people don’t know Scooter 
Braun nor Scott Borchetta. 

Scooter Braun is the man 
who “discovered” Justin Bieber 
on YouTube all those years ago 
and is now a big-time record 
executive that represents artists 
such as Justin Bieber, Ariana 
Grande, and Demi Lovato. 

Scott Borchetta is the founder 
and current CEO of Big Machine 
Label Group. BMLG encom-
passes Big Machine Records, 
BMLG Records, The Valory Music 
Co., and Nash Icon Records.

On June 30, the world found 
out that Braun had purchased 
BMLG and with it, Taylor 
Swift’s entire music catalog. 

All of her masters were now 
technically owned by Braun. Swift 
did share that she was given the 
“opportunity” to “earn” back the 
masters to each of her previous 
studio albums with every new 
album she created with the 

company. Instead of doing this, 
Swift left and signed with Republic 
and UMG in November of 2018. 

Over the past month, there 
have been new problems among 
the three, and Swift certainly has 
not been shy in sharing her side 
in the matter. She took to social 
media to share with her followers 
what has really been going on. 

Braun and Borchetta were 
allegedly preventing Swift from 
performing any of her songs prior 
to her latest album, “Lover,” at 
the 2019 American Music Awards 
that took place on Nov. 24. Swift 
was honored with the Artist of the 
Decade award and would subse-
quently be giving a performance 
in celebration of that.Swift also 
shared that the two were appar-
ently also blocking her from 
using any of those songs in a 
previously unannounced docu-
mentary about the singer that 
would be produced by Netflix. 

The two men have denied 
the allegations of preventing 
Swift from singing her songs 
a t  t he  AMA’s ;  howeve r, 
they did  not  address  the 
issue with the documentary. 

Legality issues aside, an 
artist should not have to fight with 
their record label to be able to 
“legally” sing their own songs at an 
awards show or use them in a docu-
mentary. An artist’s masters should 
be their own. The work that they 
put into creating studio albums, let 

Taylor Swift feud sparks controversy
by Shreeya Chalikonda ’21

Taylor Swift poses with a sly smile at the 2019 MTV American Music Awards. 
Photo courtesy of Google Images. 

Legality issues 
aside, an artist 
should not have 
to fight with their 
record label to be 
able to “legally” 
sing their own 
songs at an 
awards show or 
use them in a 
documentary. 

alone seven studio albums, should 
be reflected in the sense that they 
have ownership of said work. 

The studio may have helped 
in the process of marketing, 
creation, and other various 
instances, but the artist is who 
truly made the work what it is. 
The studio does not deserve 
to completely own any of the 

artist’s work, especially when, 
without said artist, their label 
would most definitely not be 
nearly as successful as it is now. 

It has been reported that 
Swift’s work has made up nearly 
80% of BMLG’s total revenue. 
In other words, without her, 
BMLG would have probably 
never succeeded as it did with her. 

In all honesty, I do not under-
stand all of (or most of) the legali-
ties that are in play with this partic-
ular issue. But what I do know is 
that an artist should be able to 
perform, use, or re-record any and 
all of their already recorded music. 

There should not be an 
argument over whether any big, 
bad CEOs should be entitled 

to ownership of said artist’s 
music. That is just ridiculous. 

Many celebrities came to 
Swift’s defense after she posted 
on social media explaining her 
side of the issue. Celebs such 
as Gigi Hadid and Tinashe took 
to Twitter to show their support 
for Swift and their hatred for the 
power Brauna and Borchetta were 

trying to forcefully take from her. 
Swift  did,  in end up 

performing a medley of her 
previous hits at the AMA’s, much to 
the delight of her fans everywhere. 

This issue hasn’t come 
to an end with just  that . 

Record labels, studios, and 
the people who run them too 
often feel entitled to the work 
that they think they “made.. 

An artist has a right to 
the ownership of their work 
and shouldn’t have to fight day 
in and day out to make sure 
no one can take it from them. 
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‘Private Ryan’ still eye-opening The Weeknd
by Joseph Fago ’20 by Joseph Fago ’20

For 21 years, Steven Spiel-
berg’s “Saving Private Ryan” 
has been considered one of the 
greatest films ever made by both 
critics and audiences. Despite all 
of its awards and recognition,  I 
still had never seen it.  

“Saving Private Ryan” is an 
epic war film following the Invasion 
of Normandy during World War II. 

The film was released in 1998 
and went on to win five Academy 
Awards in 1999 including Best 
Director, Best Film Editing, Best 
Cinematography, Best Sound, 
and Best Sound Effects Editing. 

Spielberg received massive 
acclaim and praise for “Saving 
Private Ryan” due to its masterful 
direction, realistic battle scenes, 
and the actors’ performances.

The film opens as an elderly 
veteran walks with his family 
through a WWII memorial. He 
gazes at a specific tombstone 
and falls to his knees crying. 

T h e  c a m e r a  s l o w l y 
zooms in on the man’s face, 
and the scene beings to change.

The scene slowly fades 
to the moments of June 6, 1944 
(D-Day), where we are intro-
duced to the film’s leading char-
acter, Captain Miller (Tom Hanks). 

The events that proceed 
remain to be some of the most 
graphic and realistic depictions 
of any war films I have seen. 

Speilberg’s use of hand-
held cameras adds to the over-
whelming chaos of the invasion 
as American soldiers fall under 
gunfire from the German defenses. 

Spielberg’s initial 20 minute 
realistic depiction of D-Day 
made me realize why this movie 
was so critically acclaimed. 

“Saving Private Ryan” 
takes a dark view of war and 
shows the reality of what 
soldiers must endure in combat. 

S p i e l b e rg ’s  r e a l i s t i c 

approach to  creat ing this 
war film made it extremely 
impactful and eye-opening. 

At the end of the battle, the 
camera pans over the destruction 
that was caused. We see the bodies 
of American soldiers laying on 
Omaha Beach as the camera focuses 
in on the name “Ryan” on the back 
of one of these dead soldiers. 

Back in the United States, 
we see the military General 
receive news that three of the 
four Ryan sons had been killed 
in the D-Day invasion. Quickly, 
the General orders for the 
surviving Ryan brother, Private 
James Ryan (Matt Damon), to 
be found and brought home. 

The order to bring Private 
Ryan home sets up the remainder 
of the movie as Captain Miller 
and his troops set out on a mission 
to bring home Private Ryan. 

We are introduced and 
learn more about each member 
of the squad. Sergeant Horvath 
(Tom Sizemore) is Miller’s right-
hand man throughout the film. 

Private Jackson (Barry 
Pepper) is a sharpshooter who 
kisses the cross around his neck 
every time before firing. Private 
Reiben (Edward Burns) and Private 
Mellish (Adam Goldberg) are both 
talkative yet efficient soldiers. 

Private Caparzo (Vin 
Diesel) is a high strung rifleman, 
and a new member of the squad 
Corporal Upham (Jeremy Davies), 
a timid and anxious translator. 

As the movie progresses, 
the viewer gets to see more of 
each character as an individual. 
I was personally invested in 
Jeremy Davies’ character because 
I found him bringing moments 
of comic relief to the film. 

Davies also stood out to me 
the most because there is a clear 
progression of him becoming a 
soldier that I found very compelling. 

Undoubtedly, Tom Hanks 
blew me away with his portrayal 

of Captain Miller due to his 
exceptionally great acting skills. 

But the one thing I learned 
from this film is that you cannot get 
too attached to one specific char-
acter because you never know if he 
will make it through each battle. 

With this, Spielburg quickly 
brings the viewer right back into 
the reality of war and combat 
as these characters you become 
to know abruptly get killed. 

The film ultimately ends 
when Private Ryan returned 
to safety after Miller and his 
squad have fought the German 
defensive. I will not spoil 
anything that happens at the end 
because the final 30 minutes 

Disney+ content deserves an A+
by Niki Taylor ’21

A new streaming service 
has just entered the long-standing 
game of delivering shows, movies, 
and original creations to viewers 
everywhere. Disney+ launched on 
Nov. 12, and has already made a 
huge impact. It has tons of early 
2000s Disney Channel shows such 
as “Hannah Montana”, “Lizzie 
McGuire,” and both “The Suite 
Life of Zack and Cody” and “The 
Suite Life on Deck.” They’ve also 
included tons of Disney Channel 
original movies such as all three 
“High School Musical” movies, 
“Freaky Friday,” and “The Game 
Plan.” I bet you can guess what I’ve 
been doing for the past three weeks.

At only $6.99 per month, 
Disney+ stands at one of the least 
expensive streaming services 
out there right now. Compared 
to Netflix’s price of either $8.99, 
$12.99, or $15.99 per month 
(depending on which plan you’re 
subscribed to), Disney+ most 
certainly poses some strong 

competition for other services. 
Disney owns quite a few 

individual studios, meaning a large 
variety of films and TV shows are 
included on their site. It isn’t just 
filled up with princess movies 
and cartoon TV shows. While 
those are definitely included (and 
much appreciated), Disney+ offers 
viewers the opportunity to watch 
films and series from Disney, 
Pixar, Marvel Studios, Star Wars, 
and National Geographic. There’s 
truly something there for everyone.

Being an avid Marvel fan 
(as you all should know by now), 
I was most excited to be able to 
watch all of the Marvel movies 
and TV shows without having to 
break the bank or get a virus on my 
computer when trying to pirate the 
movies. One thing that I’m upset 
about with Disney+, though, is that 
they don’t have the Tom Holland 
Spiderman movies because they 
were co-produced by Sony. 

Another major plus (pun 
intended) with Disney+ is that 
they have all of the “Star Wars” 

movies in one place. I can’t tell 
you how excited I was to be 
able to finally have a (relatively) 
free “Star Wars” marathon the 
other weekend. So for all of you 
fellow Sci-Fi movie lovers: you 
will regret not getting Disney+. 
It changes your life, I promise. 

Disney+ also includes a 
bunch of “Extras” with most of 
the movies they provide. I’ve only 
watched the ones that go along 
with the Marvel movies (obvi-
ously) but I’ve found that it’s pretty 
cool to be able to see behind the 
scenes footage, bloopers, and other 
interviews with the cast and crew.

One of my favorite parts 
about Disney+ has to be the Pixar 
section of the site. They include 
all of the Pixar shorts that play 
before the movies in theaters and, 
honestly, they’re very addicting to 
watch. Don’t say I didn’t warn you. 

Another great thing that 
Disney+ also includes is the 
multitude of original series 
they’ve created just for their 
streaming service. One of the (if 

not the) most popular of these 
is the Star Wars original series 
“The Mandalorian.” It takes 
place five years after the events 
of  “The Return of the Jedi,” and 
it follows a Mandalorian bounty 
hunter and his journey in the new 
reality after the fall of the Empire.

This show has already made 
headlines and become a viral 
sensation due to the introduction 
of what the internet has named 
“Baby Yoda.” If you haven’t 
already, look it up, he’s adorable. 

Other original shows that 
are featured on Disney+ are “High 
School Musical: The Musical: The 
Series,” “Encore,” and “The World 
According to Jeff Goldblum.” I’ve 
personally watched every episode 
to all of the above, and I can 
honestly say that they are amazing 
and incredibly entertaining. 

Each show caters to a 
different type of audience, 
which allows for every viewer 
to have something to enjoy.

I am personally most 
excited about the upcoming 

Marvel series that are set to 
release starting in the fall of 
2020. These series include “The 
Falcon and The Winter Soldier,” 
“Hawkeye,” “Ms. Marvel,” “Moon 
Knight,” “She-Hulk,” “Loki,” 
“WandaVision,” and “What If.” 

Marvel clearly has big 
plans in expanding the universe 
and adding characters to that of 
already established heroes and 
continuing the stories of those fans 
already know and love. If you’re 
a die-hard Marvel fan (such as 
myself), then I highly recommend 
purchasing Disney+. Kevin Feige 
(President of Marvel Studios) has 
said that the events of these series 
will directly affect the events of 
any subsequent Marvel films. 

Disney+ has, without a 
doubt, already proved itself to be 
a worthy opponent for all other 
streaming services. With it’s wide 
variety of films, TV shows, and 
other extras, Disney+ is a force to 
be reckoned with, and I suggest 
that all of you go and see for your-
self just how amazing it truly is.

Abel Makkonen Tesfaye, 
better known by his stage name 
The Weeknd, has remained pretty 
quiet since releasing his 2018 EP 
“My Dear Melancholy.” Since the 
Weeknd’s first Billboard No. 1 hit, 
“Can’t Feel My Face” in 2015, he 
has remained one of the biggest 
alternative R&B/Soul artists since. 

The Weeknd combines 
his Michael Jackson-esque 
falsetto with slow tempos, rolling 
bass, and echoing vocals to 
his own distinct musical style. 

Almost all of his songs 
feature emotional, self-loathing, 
and metaphoric lyrics dealing 
with his personal life but are 
most often overseen by irresist-
ible melodies and catchy beats. 

The Weeknd released 
two new songs within a week, 
“Heartless” and “Blinding 
Lights,’’ while also announcing 
his fourth studio album “Chapter 
VI” to be released sometime in 
2020. Both album covers of his 
new songs feature The Weeknd 
debuting an 80s inspired look.

“Heartless” was released 
on Nov. 27, 2019, and features 
blown-out trap beats, reminding 
me a lot of his 2017 No. 1 hit 
“Starboy.” The song opens with 
a fade up to heavy bass beats 
and thumping kicks leading 
into very straightforward lyrics. 

The Weeknd’s signature 
falsetto voice is featured on top 
of self-loathing lyrics. “Never 
be a wedding but I’m heart-
less. Low life for life ’cause 
I’m heartless,” The Weeknd 
repeatedly sings in the melody. 

These lyrics reminded me a 
lot of The Weeknd’s early songs 
such as “The Hills” and “Low 
Life” because the lyrics paint a 
picture of partying, drugs, and 
a rock and roll lifestyle. From a 
lyrical standpoint, “Heartless” is 
not a song that everyone is going 

to be excited to listen to, but 
those who are fans of his darker 
and sadder songs will be pleased. 

“Blinding Lights” was 
released on Nov. 29, 2019, and 
features 80s synth music at the 
forefront. The song fades into 
instrumentals that sound very 
much like an 80s pop hit. The 
Weeknd definitely took a lot of 
inspiration from synth dance 
music while producing this song. 
Heavy bass complements these 
transforming synth instrumentals, 
creating extremely upbeat melo-
dies and dance-worthy rhythms. 

There are very minimal 
harmonies in this song, turning 
the listeners’ focus to the lead 
vocals and techno dance beats. 

Both the instrumental and 
focus on the lead vocals reminded 
me a lot of The Weeknd No. 1 hit 
song “Starboy” more than anything 
else. “Blinding Lights” sounds very 
promising in being another hit song 
for The Weeknd to add to his belt. 

Personally, I would prefer 
to listen to “Heartless” because it 
features more trap heavy instrumen-
tals than “Blinding Lights” does. 

My recommendation for old-
school The Weeknd fans would be 
to listen to “Heartless” because he 
successfully brings back his orig-
inal dark and self-loathing lyrics. 
For those who are fans of his 
more upbeat songs such as “Can’t 
Feel My Face” and “Starboy,” 
listen to “Blinding Lights.” 

The Weeknd did  not 
explore any new musical styles 
with these two new songs, 
but rather released two songs 
that each separately displayed 
his older and newer styles. 

I picture his new album 
featuring a mix of these two styles 
that will please both his older and 
newer fans. With the release of 
“Heartless” and “Blinding Lights,” 
The Weeknd leaves fans eager for 
the release of his fourth studio 
album being released in 2020. 

What I can say 
is that Spielberg 
created a master-
piece of a war 
epic depicting 
the Invasion of 
Normandy during 
World War II.

are the most action-packed and 
shocking moments of the film. 

What I can say is that Spiel-
berg created a masterpiece of a 
war epic depicting the Invasion of 
Normandy during World War II. 

“Saving Private Ryan” is 
one of Spielberg’s most powerful 
films. I definitely recommend 
this movie to anyone who 
finds war films interesting. 

I would also recommend 
it to someone who does not 
typically like to watch movies 
that depict scenes of war and 
death because “Saving Private 
Ryan,” even 20 years later 
is a truly eye-opening film. 
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Playa Bowls serves up 
delicious drinks, bowls
by Shreeya Chalikonda ’21

Looking for a new place to 
eat in the Center? Well lucky for 
you, Playa Bowls just opened up! 
Playa Bowls is a new acai bowl 
place located where Potbelly 
previously stood. Just a short 
walk from KO, I’m sure that 
Playa Bowls is going to be a 
huge favorite among students. 

When you walk in, you’re 
greeted with the delicious smell 
of fresh fruits and smoothies. 
The decorations are very modern, 
bright and welcoming. There’s 
plenty of seating at high chairs 
and wooden tables, but it can 
get very busy. Especially on 
opening weekend, it was packed, 
and even on a school day after 
lunch can be pretty crowded. 

I  went on a half-day 
after lunch and there was 
barely any seating. Since it just 
opened, it’s hard to say what 
the average wait would be to 
get your bowl or smoothie. For 
us, there was no line to order 
and we got our acai bowls fast.

I ordered the Pura Vida 
acai bowl with Nutella which is 
pure acai topped with granola, 
strawberries, and blueberries.

It was $11 but you get 
your money’s worth. The bowl 
was filled all the way to the 
top and was hard to get at first. 

I’ve never really liked 
acai bowls, but the one I got 
from Playa Bowls changed 
my mind. I was obsessed! 

I had never tasted acai 
like it. The texture and combi-
nation of toppings were perfect. 
I t  was heaven in a bowl. 

My friend ordered the 
Nutella bowl. This one was more 

expensive, but it was worth it 
because she loved it. Their menu 
allows you to make your own bowl. 
You can choose between seven 
bases and then you can choose 
pretty much any fruit toppings 
like strawberries, bananas, 
kiwi, or pineapple. Finally, you 
can get a drizzle like honey, 
Nutella, or peanut butter. They 
have different acai bowls, pitaya 
bowls, coconut bowls, banana 
bowls, and even oatmeal bowls. 

However, acai bowls aren’t 
the only thing that Playa Bowls 
sells. They have smoothies as 
well. You can get acai, pitaya, or 
protein added as well. I haven’t 
tried their different smoothies, but 
the acai smoothie in their bowls 
was delicious. It was blended 
so well. They also have juices if 
you’re not a smoothie person.

You must be thinking 
that acai bowls sound familiar. 
That’s because there’s another 
smoothie bowl place in the 
center that we all love: Robeks. 

I’ve had Robeks’ acai 
bowls twice, and I can say 
without a doubt that Playa Bowls 
does the smoothie bowls better. 
Playa Bowls’ smoothies are 
just the right amount of sweet 
and the texture is so smooth. 
Not only is their food amazing, 
but their staff is also so nice. 

They were so welcoming 
when we walked in and helped 
us order because we had no idea 
what we wanted or how it worked.

Overall, my experience 
at Playa Bowls was good ,and 
I’m definitely going back for 
another acai bowl. If you haven’t 
already tried it out, I highly 
recommend going to Playa 
Bowls. You are missing out!

No need to go out for star-
studded thriller ‘Knives Out’
by Isabella Leuschner ’20

Fresh in the theaters is 
““Knives Out” ,” a thriller 
wi th  a  s ta r-s tudded cas t . 

Directed by Rian Johnson, 
“Knives Out” is a modern-day 
“Clue.” It features a family 
party for crime novelist Harlan 
Thrombey’s 85th birthday. 

It seems like all good 
and fun till the next morning 
the housekeeper finds Harlan’s 
throat slit in his bedroom. 

As tension heats up in 
the home, everyone becomes 
a  suspect  wi th  a  motive. 

That includes his son, Walt 
Thrombey, played by Michael 
Shannon, his daughter Linda 
Drysdale, played by Jamie Lee 
Curtis, Harlan’s daughter-in-law 
Joni, played by Toni Collette, 
and his grandson Ransom Drys-
dale, played by Chris Evans. 

While the death is origi-
nally written a suicide, a private 
inves t iga to r  mys te r ious ly 
hired, Benoit Blanc (Daniel 
Craig) suspects foul play. 

The movie has done very well 
in theaters. It has received a 97% 
on Rotten Tomatoes and surpassed 
their $40 million budget by making 
over $70 million in the box office. 

Although critics have raved 
everywhere about this, I was not 
that pleased with what I had seen. 

Daniel Craig is a very talented 
actor and is known for very serious 
roles, primarily being James Bond. 

He is a British actor, which 
means he talks like he has tea with 
the queen every day in real life. 

However, his character, 
Benoit Blanc, despite sounding 
French is a deep Southern-raised 
character. Which means he’s 

supposed to have a southern accent. 
This accent was so atro-

cious it honestly hurt to listen to. 
I  under s t and  tha t  i t 

was overdone to add humor 
such as Brad Pitt’s accent 
in  “ Inglor ious  Bas tards .” 

But if I am being honest, 
it sounded like Michael Scott in 
that episode of “The Office” when 
they play that murder mystery 
board game and they all talk in 
these god-awful accents. Also, 
I was not too pleased with the 
ending. I found it anticlimactic. 

I will not write any spoilers 

‘Doctor Sleep’ doesn’t make you sleep
 While “The Shining” is 

a classic horror film, “Doctor 
Sleep,” its sequel, is a modern 
twist on 80s horror. At first, it’s 
a little confusing and detached 
from the hotel horrors, but by 
the end, it circles back and is a 
fulfilling end to Danny’s story. 

If you haven’t seen the 
1980s film “The Shining,” it’s 
basically about the Overlook Hotel 
and the Torrence family who are 
the hotel’s winter caretakers. A 
little twist is that the hotel is in 
the middle of the Rocky Moun-
tains, hours away from any life. 
The Torrence family includes the 
father, Jack Torrence (played by 
Jack Nicholson) who is an alco-
holic writer trying to use the time 
in isolation to write a book. His 
wife, Wendy (played by Shelley 
Duvall) is hesitantly dragged along 
to the hotel along with their son 
Danny (played by Danny Lloyd).

The film was based on 
Stephen King’s novel “The 
Shining” and directed by Stanley 
Kubrick. The name comes from 
the special power that Danny 
seems to have. They had initially 
thought it was his imaginary friend 

but a hotel worker enlightened 
Danny by telling him about his 
powers. The Shining, the name his 
so-called powers have been given, 
let Danny see the awful events 
that occurred in the hotel’s past. 
In the 1970s, the winter caretaker 
went insane and axed his whole 

The movie high-
lights every-
thing wrong with 
our generation 
including trust 
fund baby Ransom 
and his cousin 
and Walt’s son, 
Jacob (Jaeden 
Martell).

because if you want to know 
who did it, you’re just going 
to have to watch it yourself. 

But as you watch there are 
complications with the murder and 
it was as deceitful as one had hoped. 

I was not blown away 
by who did it and why. I mean 
they each had motive for a 
reason, but there wasn’t exactly 
a twist ending that had me in 
my seat saying “Oh my god.” 

The movie, though, made 
fun of so much going on in our 
generation that was so entertaining 
and, unfortunately, accurate. 

As soon as his nurse pulls 
into the house the next morning, 
she is welcomed by Harlan’s 
granddaughter  and  Joni ’s 
daughter, Meg Thombrey (Kath-
erine Langford) who is a college 
student and automatically whips 
out her Juul in the driveway. 

The movie highlights every-
thing wrong with our generation, 
including trust fund baby Ransom 
and his cousin and Walt’s son 
,Jacob (Jaeden Martell) who as 
Walt says “has become political,” 
while Joni prefers to call him a 
“little Nazi” because his character 
in the movie is just that offensive. 

They also have Joni depicted 
as a basic, influencer, white 
mom whose daughter goes to a 
liberal arts college and changes 
her major every few months. 

The movie paints a lot of 
humor with this character list. 

They are bound to have 
conflict that include throwing 
little witty remarks at one 
another when the time is right. 

The movie  las ts  two 
hours and 15 minutes, but in 
all honesty I felt as though 
it  could’ve ended quicker. 

The movie took extra time 
because you had to watch even the 
little things for it all to make sense 
for that ending. I didn’t really 
wish I spent that time waiting. 

The movie is out now 
in theaters, but I really would 
just wait for it to come out on 
demand to rent. It was a good 
movie but not enough to do the 
whole movie theater experi-
ence. I wouldn’t watch it again. 

by Shreeya Chalikonda ’21

“The Shining” 
became one of the 
most iconic horror 
films of all time, 
and an inspira-
tion to many other 
films to come.

alive, and Jack ends up freezing 
to death in the hotel’s maze. 

The film is very different 
from the book. First off, some minor 
details, like the room numbers in 
the hotel or names are changed in 
the movie. Second, some major 
plot points are discarded from the 
movie, either due to the limited 
amount of time, or the feasi-
bility of filming in the 1970s-80s. 

In the book, John (changed 
to Jack for the movie) finds a scrap-
book about the hotel and then starts 
writing about the hotel. The scrap-
book and the ghosts in the hotel 
are the ones that turn him crazy. 

However, in the movie, 
Jack’s breakdown was mainly 
caused internally which then leads 
him to become vulnerable for the 
ghosts in the hotel to influence him. 
Many of the most iconic scenes in 
the movie are just not included in 
the book. For example, the ghost 
twins you think of when you first 
hear of “The Shining” were actu-
ally not even in the book. The 
iconic horror duo doesn’t even 
appear in Danny’s visions in the 
novel. Neither is the blood pouring 
out of the elevator, flooding the 
hallway. The maze outside of the 
hotel where Jack dies isn’t in the 

novel either. In the book, John dies 
by being blown up in the basement 
of the hotel, not freezing outside. 

“The Shining” became one 
of the most iconic horror films of 
all time and an inspiration to many 
other films to come. Its sequel 
“Doctor Sleep” is one of them. 
Released on Nov. 8, 2019, this 
was based on the novel “Doctor 
Sleep” by Stephen King which 
is a sequel to the original novel. 

It focuses on Danny as an 
adult and a girl named Abra who 
also has the special power of the 
Shining. To create conflict, there 
is also this group of horrible 
people who kill people with the 
Shining in order to inhale the 
steam that comes off that person 
to live longer. I won’t spoil the 
ending, but it’s a little confusing 
and doesn’t seem to relate to the 
original “The Shining” plot in the 
beginning. By the end, however, 
you understand how it comes back 
full circle. “Doctor Sleep” has a lot 
of character development when it 
comes to Danny, but we’re intro-
duced to Abra and don’t get much 
out of her. Overall, the movie is 
good; however, I think it wasn’t 
as much of a horror movie as it 
was a gut-clencher. Some parts of 

it were so cruel and gruesome. In 
some scenes, the group of “psychic 
vampires” would kidnap children 
and then make them suffer in order 
to kill them and inhale the shining. 

It didn’t involve many 
ghosts, hauntings, or even the 

Many of the most 
iconic scenes in 
the movie are just 
not included in the 
book.
original hotel at first, but it was 
more of a zombie and “The 
Walking Dead” sort of horror. 

Personally, I didn’t find it 
scary at all; it was mild horror. 
Keep in mind that I love watching 
horror movies and don’t really 
get scared by much anymore, 
but I still think that the fright 
aspect  wasn’t  spectacular. 

Although it was a little 
lacking, I do recommend that 
you see it, especially if you have 
watched “The Shining” and 
enjoyed it because it is a satisfying 
ending and a play on a classic.

family to death and killed himself. 
After a huge storm left 

the Torrences off the grid and 
completely lost and vulnerable 
in the hotel, Jack’s mental health 
seems to be affected. Essentially, 
the supernatural forces in the hotel, 
namely the winter caretaker who 
was the axe murderer, start affecting 
Jack’s decisions and put his family 
in danger. At the end of the movie, 
Danny and Wendy make it out 
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Public speakers travel to Boston

Members of Forensic Union 
traveled to Cambridge, Mass. on 
Oct. 31 to participate in a public 
speaking competition hosted by 
Buckingham Browne & Nichols, 
also known as BB&N. In order to 
be invited, schools must be part 
of the International Independent 
School Public Speaking League. 

 This year, KO sent three 
students: senior Elan Stadelman, 
and juniors Christina Lu and Jane 
Liang. Accompanied by Forensic 
Union faculty advisor and English 
teacher Michelle Caswell, they 
competed against students from 
all over the world, including 
Peru, Shanghai and Bermuda. 

At the competition, there 
were a variety of events in which 
students could  compete. Elan, 
Christina, and Jane decided to 
compete in the same events so 
that they could prepare together. 

The first event they chose 
was interpretive reading. For 
this event, both Chrisitna and 

Jane used their Speakers’ Forum 
pieces from English 4, while 
Elan prepared something new. 

Their second event was 
completely impromptu. Students 
were given two minutes to think 
about a random topic before 
speaking about it for three 
minutes. This event tested their 
ability to make decisions quickly. 

Finally, they competed in 
the radio newscast event. Each 
competitor received a news-
paper and they had a total of 30 
minutes to plan a four minute 
“top of the hour news broadcast.” 

Elan explained that in order 
to prepare for the radio news-
cast event, they all sat down 
with the same newspaper during 
meetings and practiced finding 
the best headlines. “This was 
my favorite event,” Elan said.  

In addition to competing, 
Elan, Christina, and Jane had the 
opportunity to explore Boston 
with Mrs. Caswell. They hit 
many of the main tourist attrac-
tions such as Quincy Market and 

the Museum of Fine Arts. They 
also took a tour of Harvard and 
went to a Bruins hockey game. 

“Since we are all from 
Connecticut, Boston wasn’t foreign 
but it was cool to experience the 
tourist attractions with folks from 
other countries,” Mrs. Caswell said. 

Everyone had a great time 
getting to know students from 
different schools. “Although we 
were each other’s competitors, 
we shared tips, reviewed each 
others’ work, gave helpful feed-
back, cheered each other on, and 
helped each other with the nerves 
we encountered,” Christina said.

Public speaking is a nuanced 
skill. For example, Christina 
explains that she has learned 
about civil discourse, how to 
appeal to a wide audience, and 
how to speak with a purpose. 

Mrs. Caswell says she loves 
Forensic Union because the kids 
are enthusiastic and the student 
officers are great leaders. She 
also explains that although public 
speaking is part of KO’s curric-

ulum, it is not always heavily 
emphasized, so being the faculty 
advisor to Forensic Union allows 
her to work directly with students 
on their public speaking skills. 

“Being articulate on the 

spot is a life skill, and I think 
being part of Forensic Union is 
a great way to gain more confi-

by Kathryn Westrick ’20

KOMUN succeeds
by Marrich Somridhivej ’22

On Sunday Nov. 17, King-
swood Oxford hosted eight schools 
at the eighth annual Kingswood 
Oxford Model United Nations 
Conference, or KOMUN. The 
conference was led by KO’s 
Upper School students for middle 
school students coming from 
all over Connecticut. Schools 
that attended included Tolland, 
Br i s tow,  Smi th ,  So lomon 
Schecter, Westfield Academy, 
Killingly, and Kingswood Oxford. 

Every student was assigned 
a country and a committee. Coun-
tries represented included Afghani-
stan, Canada, Brazil, France, 
India, Thailand, South Korea, 
United Kingdom, Russia, and the 
United States, to name a few. The 
two committees this year were 
Global Economics and the “Race 
to the Bottom” (International 
Labor Organization), and Global 
Health and Infectious Disease 
(World Health Organization). 

Each committee had three 
rooms. Towards the end of the 
conference, each committee 
room drafted two or three reso-
lutions depending on how many 
groups were formed among the 
members of the committees. They 
were submitted to the chairs, 
who typed the resolutions and 
helped to edit them. Then, they 
projected them on the white board. 
The chairs, KO Upper School 
students, introduced the resolu-
tions to the whole committee, 
and all the delegates voted. 

Following the conference 
was the awards ceremony, which 
took place in Roberts Theater. In 
each room, the chairs gave four 
awards, two honorable delegate 
awards, one outstanding delegate 
award, and one best delegate award. 
At the awards ceremony, the chairs 
of each room presented the awards. 

“Seeing how happy everybody is 
and seeing how wonderful of a 
job the kids do, whether they’re 
chairs, or the delegates, I love it!” 
history teacher and Model UN 
faculty advisor Stacey Savin said.

KOMUN was founded 
by Ms. Savin in 2012. During 
the summer of 2012, Ms. Savin 
taught a Model UN class at the 
John Hopkins Center for Talented 
Youth in Pasadena, California. 
After returning to Connect-
icut, she proposed the idea of 

“Seeing how 
happy everybody 
is and seeing 
how wonderful 
of a job the kids 
do, whether their 
chairs, or the 
delegates, I love 
it!”

–Ms. Savin

Podcast premieres 
by Aidan O’Loughlin ’22

O n  F r i d a y,  D e c .  6 , 
Kingswood Oxford released 
the i r  f i r s t  eve r  podcas t , 
“The Wyvern Rundown” . 

Two KO students, senior 
Ishaa Sohail and junior Made-
line Arcaro, took initiative to 
create a new form of news in 
the community as the co-exec-
utive producers and directors 
for “The Wyvern Rundown” . 

“Madeline and I wanted 
to start a podcast because we 
wanted another form of spreading 
news on campus,” Ishaa said. 
“We already were a part of the 
KO News and this was another 
project that we wanted to begin.” 

Madeline added on to the 
reasoning behind starting the 
podcast. “After taking journalism 
during my freshman year, I really 
fell in love with journalism,” 
Madeline said. “I wanted to do 
more than just print work, which 
is all I had been exposed to.” 

The pair eventually decided 
to create a podcast as their new way 
of participating in the spread of 
news at KO. “I had done some work 
with broadcast as well, and I really 
became interested in podcasts,” 
Madeline said. “I realized KO isn’t 
the place for a TV news station 
like lots of bigger schools have, 
and I thought a podcast would be 
much more fitting for our school.” 

Once the pair set upon 
creating a podcast, they had to 
decide what topics and stories 
they would cover. “Ishaa and I 
are both writers for the KO News, 
which is becoming increasingly 
serious,” Madeline said. “A lot 
of people have expressed that 
they liked (and miss) the funny 
articles in the paper, and we 
wanted to have another form of 
humor that isn’t in the news.”

Ishaa agreed, adding how the 

pair put together a staff and estab-
lished their style of podcast. “We 
brainstormed ideas about what 
would be the most efficient way to 
go about creating a podcast, and 
we created a list of staff members 
that we thought were important,” 
Ishaa said. “That’s also when we 
created the application for the 
podcast and because this is still 
new and fresh, we’re still trying to 
figure out how we want the style. 
We love having comedic bits, but 
we also want to talk about impor-
tant topics that are relevant today.” 

Currently, “The Wyvern 
Rundown”  intends to have a 
variety of different hosts for each 
podcast. The first ever pilot podcast 
was hosted by juniors Christina Lu 
and Emma Henry, who introduced 
segments like the “bruh moment 
of the week,” “what the heck was 
going on,” and “most embar-
rassing thing to happen at KO.” 

On the next  episode, 
co-creators Ishaa and Made-
line will be the co-hosts. “The 
next episode will be Ishaa and I 
hosting, and we’re talking about 
the musical, and a lot of the contro-
versies that have come along with 
it,” Madeline said. “We’re going 
to talk about it through a KO 
lens and what it means for us to 
do it, rather than a Broadway or 
professional production. This 
episode is going to take a lot more 
work than the first one did, and 
we’re taking on a lot, but I think 
our staff is extremely qualified, 
and we can definitely handle it.”

The staff hopes that in the 
future, “The Wyvern Rundown”  
will grow and have a long-lasting 
impact on KO. “As of right now, 
I am one of two seniors on the 
staff and I would love to see 
“The Wyvern Rundown”  keep 
growing even after I graduate,” 
Ishaa said. “I think that this 
can be something really huge.”

“Since we are all 
from Connecticut, 
Boston wasn’t 
foreign but it was 
cool to experience 
the tourist attrac-
tions with folks 
from other coun-
tries,”

–Mrs. Caswell

dence,” Mrs. Caswell said. 
Christina said she agrees 

that Forensic Union has helped her 
gain confidence. “Before Forensic 
Union, I could never string my 
thoughts in a logical direction,” 
Christina said. “Along with that, 
I really learned how to command 
a room during presentations 
in-class and everywhere else.” 

According to Mrs. Caswell, 
meetings are open to everyone 
regardless of experience if you 
happen to be on campus. “Some-
thing many people don’t know 
about with Forensic Union is 
that you don’t have to come to 
every meeting to be a member 
of the club,” Mrs. Caswell said. 

Forensic Union will be 
hosting a competition of their 
own in February. The club has 
over 50 members now, but 
there is always room for more. 

For those interested in 
getting involved with Forensic 
Union, meetings take place on 
Tuesday nights from 6 p.m. to 
7 p.m. in Mrs. Caswell’s room. 

having the school host a Middle 
School Model UN conference, 
as there was not one in the state. 

One of the challenges of the 
first few conferences was getting 
the word out. “None of the middle 
schoolers knew what it was, so I 
had to get in touch with either the 
principal or social studies head of 
every middle school and explain 
what Model UN was,” Ms. Savin 
said. “They were wonderful,and 
many of them signed on, and 
from the first conference it 
was a gigantic hit.” Since then 
every school has returned to the 
KOMUN conferences, unless the 

school’s teacher left that school.
The seven KOMUN confer-

ences prior to this year’s confer-
ence were held on the first Sunday 
of March. This year, Ms. Savin 
decided that the conference would 
be held in November due to the 
Italy Model UN trip in March that 
she and many KO Upper School 
students will be attending, some 
who were chairs for KOMUN. 

This made it more chal-
lenging for the chairs and the 
delegates to prepare because 
there was less time. “I was 
worried that they wouldn’t have 
enough time to prepare, but 
they did,” Ms. Savin said. “You 
only have two and half months 
versus six months to prepare.” 

Despite the time constraint, 
Ms. Savin thought that it worked 
out well. “Everybody liked 
November better,” she said. 
“In March, we lucked out in the 
past that we didn’t have snow.  
That was always a worry, and 
it was the first day of March 
break and kids were exhausted, 
so this has worked out better.”

Ms. Savin thought that 
KOMUN gave the Upper School 
students a great opportunity 
to prepare for the Yale Model 
UN conference, which many 
KOMUN chairs will be attending. 

She also said that it was 
a great opportunity for middle 
school students to be introduced 
and exposed to Model UN, as 
it is a popular activity in many 
high schools and universities. 
“There’s so much virtualness, and 
the reason why Model UN is so 
popular because it is actuallness,” 
she said. “It’s a hugely popular 
activity in colleges, high schools 
and even in middle schools.”

Upper School Model UN 
students will be heading to Yale 
for the Yale Model United Nations 
conference from Jan. 23-26, 2020.



10 Friday
December 13, 2019 News Arts Friday

December 13, 2019 11
New York Lit visits 9/11 memorial
by Esha Kataria ’20

On Thursday, Nov. 14, 
English teacher William Martino’s 
New York Literature class travelled 
to the city to spend time at the 9/11 
Memorial and Museum, experience 
the culture and diversity of New 
York, and connect with the texts 
from class in a whole new way. 

This trip also took place 
last year, where the class mainly 
went to go watch a play. This 
year, Mr. Martino decided to do 
something different, as the twin 
towers were discussed in the book 
they are reading, “Let the Great 
World Spin” by Colum McCann.

The students first drove 
to Fordham University and then 
took the train to Grand Central. 

From there, they took 
the subway to the Financial 
District and then went to the 
9/11 Memorial and Museum. 

At the museum, the students 
were guided through an inquiry-
based lesson with a tour guide, 
where they learned about three arti-
facts from the tragedy – a portion 
of the antenna from the north 
tower, an elevator motor, and a fire 
truck. Without telling the students 
anything, the tour guide, Nicole, 
asked questions about each artifact. 

Mr.  Mar t ino  sa id  he 
felt this experience was really 
unique. “Inquiry-based learning 

is something we are trying to 
promote here at KO, and it 
was cool to see her adopting 
the same pedagogy,” he said. 

Senior Brandon Stake 
said that the museum was his 
favorite part. “I learned so 
much more about 9/11 than just 
the plane hijackings,” he said. 

S e n i o r  J a m i e  A m e l l 
also said that his favorite part 
was being able to explore the 
9/11 Memorial and Museum. 

“Although we didn’t spend 
a lot of time walking around 
the museum on our own, it was 
extremely moving to hear stories 
about first responders and people 
inside the building,” he said. “We 
also learned a lot about the towers 
and how their construction affected 
how quickly they collapsed.”

After that, students went 
to Greenwich Village where 
they had  some free time to walk 
around Washington Square Park, 
and also did a brief walking 
tour of the West Village. Mr. 
Martino said that he felt it was 
important to show the students 
a different part of New York. 

“People in the North-
east love Boston, but New York 
was home for me. I felt it was 
important to show them the resi-
dential, quieter, cleaner side of 
New York, and they were pretty 
pleasantly surprised,” he said. 

T h e  s t u d e n t s  a l s o 
walked across the High Line, a 
1.45-mile-long elevated linear 
park. They ate dinner in Chelsea 
Market where they had a variety 
of options to choose from, 
before taking the train home. 

Senior Bella Leuschner said 
her favorite part of the trip was 
being able to spend time in the 
Meatpacking district and Chelsea 
Market. “It was really cool, and it 
was a beautiful fall day,” she said. 

Mr. Martino said that while 
the trip was emotional, it was an 
important connection to their 
discussions in class. “It was a heavy 
visit, as we were overwhelmed 
with all types of emotions,” he said.

“It was a heavy 
visit, as we were 
overwhelmed 
with all types of 
emotions.”

–Mr. Martino

Fall sports assembly celebrates 
athletes, looks back on season
by Teddy Crowther ’22

On Tuesday, Nov. 19, KO 
wrapped up its fall athletic season 
with the Fall Sports Assembly, 
providing students with memo-
rable and entertaining moments 
while looking back at this 
season’s athletic accomplishments.

The assembly took place 
during the typical Upper School 
assembly slot and was run by 
Director of Athletics Debbie 
Fiske and the SAAC presidents, 
seniors Angelina Maeselli and 
Wes Pierce. Students sat with 
their teams to watch the conclu-
sion of their season together. 

The main purpose of the 
assembly was to put the spotlight 
on athletes and coaches that some 
parts of the community may not 

know too much about. This year, 
emphasis was put on each team’s 
unique accomplishments, instead 
of simply their wins and losses, 
and how they fared during the 
season. “I thought we had to get 
back to tradition and celebrating 

Strategic Design team 
works on vision statement
by Esha Kataria ’20

The strategic design team 
is continuing to work on creating 
a vision statement for the school, 
eliciting the feedback gathered 
from the school’s constituents, 
including faculty, alums, board 
of trustees, parents, and students. 

They have met with these 
groups and held visionary exercises 
and discussions aimed at assessing 
the curriculum and reflecting on 
what we as a school do well and 
what we can do moving forward.  

English teacher and team 
member Ron Monroe said that the 
team is nearing the end of the whole 
process. “The design team has been 
working through a series of itera-
tions or versions of the strategic 
design statement and the priorities 
moving forward,” he said. “We 
have been sharing these iterations 
with a variety of people – faculty, 
students, parents, trustees, alums – 
and as we hear from them, we go 
back and rework our statement.”

The team plans to present 
the final version of their state-
ment to the Board of Trustees 
and Head of School Tom Dillow 
on Jan. 30. “I think it is really 
exciting, and the elements of the 
design will take advantage of what 
the school does well already,” 
Mr. Monroe said, “while also 
augmenting that and adding to it.” 

Board of Trustees member 
Mary Martin said there have been 
some central trends in the data 

collected that will be presented 
in the vision statement and list 
of priorities. “There is a sense is 
that we have to introduce oppor-
tunities for interdisciplinary 
learning,” she said. “Also, there is 
a lot of work being done on how 
students learn, and there is research 
that people learn better if it is a 
project based and more hands-on.” 

The plan will also include 
more involvement and outreach 
in the Greater Harford commu-
nity. “Whether it be a non-profit, 
or an internship, it is important to 
take what students are learning 
in the classroom and use it in 
some way, making it more real-
world,” Ms. Martin said. “We 
have to leverage our location, 
because we are a day school 
located near a city that has a lot to 
offer, and we have a lot to give.” 

Ms. Martin said that this 
naturally calls for some curricular 
development to involve local orga-
nizations, as well as some faculty 
professional development in accor-
dance with the curriculum changes.  

Mr. Monroe said it’s really 
been about moving the school 
forward. “Nothing is broken; we 
are just trying to make it better 
and more amenable to the needs 
of the 21st century in terms of 
education.”Ms. Martin said 
she agreed that with the vision 
statement, the team is working 
on improving KO. “We have 
to articulate to people what’s 
different about KO,” she said.

He also said that the trip 
was a great way to experience the 
different images from the book 
they were reading. “‘Let the Great 
World Spin’ is about the connec-

tivity of the city, with all these 
different New York voices telling 
a story about what they were 
doing the day Philippe Petit tight-
roped between the twin towers,” 
he said. “It’s all about commu-
nity and this shared experience.”

English Department Chair 
Catherine Schieffelin, who also 
accompanied the students on 
the trip, said that Mr. Martino 
did a great job of making the 
students aware of these settings 
that they had only imagined. 

“The purpose of the visit 
was to make real the settings 
the kids were immersed in, in 
the texts they were reading,” 
she said. “Mr. Martino would 
gather everyone and play tour 
guide, with a very narrow lens, 
pinpointing exact locations from 
various moments in the novel.”

Brandon said the expe-
rience was very helpful and 
eye-opening. “I learned a lot 
more about the layout and land-
marks in New York City, which 
brought light to references in the 
books we are reading,” he said.

Jamie said he agreed 
that the trip really brought 
e v e r y t h i n g  t o g e t h e r . 

“This semester all of our 
books have been connected to 
New York, and the trip helped 
tie the course together, he said. 
“Mr. Martino has been telling the 

class stories from when he went to 
school and lived in the city on his 
own. These stories ranged from his 
experiences running in the city to 
his personal story from 9/11 and 
the effect it had on the city and 
the people he knew around him.”

Bella said that, overall, the 
trip enriched her experience in the 
course. “It was about becoming 
indulged in the city and under-
standing the great obsession that is 
New York City, and it made me love 
the course even more,” she said. 
“It was such a cool trip because it 
wasn’t like any other school trip; 
there was no following project or 
writing assignment. It was just to 
give us an experience to see the 
city that we read so much about.”

Ms. Schieffelin said that 
she hopes to work more trips 
like these into the English curric-
ulum because they can really 
enrich students’ learning expe-
riences by developing greater 
connections with the text.

Mr. Martino said that, most 
importantly, the trip was about 
honoring what happened on 9/11, 
and to have students develop a 
connection with it. “This is the 
first class that I taught that wasn’t 
even born when 9/11 happened, 
and as much as we try to honor 
it, it’s harder for students to 
make a real connection with the 
tragedy as time goes on,” he said. 

.

 “I thought we 
had to get back to 
tradition and cele-
brating athletes.” 

– Mrs. Fiske

“My teammates 
were really happy 
for me. They were 
even more excited 
that I was.”

– Chris Morris

athletes,” Mrs. Fiske said. “We 
need to make sure that student 
athletes get exposure in front of 
their classmates because there’s a 
lot of work, time and energy that 
gets put into the sports teams.”

The assembly started with 
a slideshow showing pictures of 
all teams throughout the season, 
from cross-country meets to both 
night games. “The slideshow was 
my favorite part of the assembly,” 
sophomore Samuel Boley said. 
“It was fun to see everyone 
in action and maybe playing 
sports I didn’t know they did.”

The hosts then proceeded 
to ask students to look under-
neath their seats, in hopes of 
finding a Post-It note. Students 
who found these notes were 
then asked to join the hosts 
on stage for a trivia contest.

Junior Tori Swanson won 
the competition after answering 
questions about specific details and 
accomplishments from each team.

After that, awards were 
presented to students through 
the Athletic Department. Sopho-
more Mackenzie Caruso won the 
Unsung Hero Award, awarded to a 
student may not get the recognition 
they deserve, but plays a critical 
role in their team. Junior Eden 
Nenshati won  the KOKO Spirit 
award, awarded to the student 
that shows the most school spirit. 
Junior Christopher Morris won 
Manager of the Season as well. 
“My teammates were really happy 

for me,” he said. “They were 
even more excited that I was.”

 The final award was the 
Performance of the Season, 
voted on by the student body. 
While many performances from 
all sports were not overlooked, 
junior Sydney Smith took home 
the award for having 29 kills in 
varsity volleyball’s match against 
Loomis Chaffee, helping KO beat 
them for the first time since 2007. 

While most students enjoyed 
the assembly, Mrs. Fiske and the 
athletic department will attempt 
to make it better for future 
seasons. “There’s always some 
things you can do better, and I 
think we want to collect feed-
back from the students about it,” 
Mrs. Fiske said. “We want to be 
more creative, and we want to see 
what went well, and what didn’t.”

KO’s Fall Sports Assembly 
was a big success, showcasing 
the achievements and success of 
our own student athletes through 
a variety of entertaining events.
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Violins are this girl’s best friend

“When I am on stage 
playing, I feel so at ease and 
peaceful, the music bringing 
about so many different feelings 
from within,” sophomore violinist 
Emma Levinbook explained. 

This is how Emma feels 
when she picks up her violin 
and starts to play. Emma has 
played for the Kingswood Oxford 
orchestra for over five years now, 
since sixth grade, and has earned 
a spot in the first violin section. 

However,  Emma first 
began playing the violin since 
she was four years old. It was her 
mother who proposed the idea of 
playing an instrument to Emma 
and her older brother, Ethan. 

“I never even thought about 
playing an instrument,” she said, 
“but my mom wanted me to 
start, and I have grown to love 
and appreciate the fact that she 
urged me to start earlier because 
now I have more experience and 
I am a more developed player.”

Both Emma and Ethan 
wanted to play the violin at first. 

However, Emma said that 
their mom did not want there to be 
any competition between them, so 
she made them choose different 
instruments. Ethan ended up giving 
in and letting his younger sister 
play the instrument she wanted 
while he switched to the cello. He is 
still an avid cello player to this day. 

Emma started violin at the 
Hartt School of Music through 
the University of Hartford. 
There, she learned the basics: 
how to hold the actual instru-
ment, bow hold techniques, and 
the simplest form of playing the 

violin, which was plucking each 
string to create different sounds. 

Since then, Emma has 
completely devoted a great amount 
of time to playing the violin.

“The effort she puts into the 
violin is unmatched to anyone I 
know who plays an instrument,” 
one of Emma’s closest friends 
sophomore Katharine Doar said. 

E m m a  t a k e s  p r i v a t e 
lessons every Tuesday and prac-
tices with the West Hartford 
symphony every Wednesday 
after school. On Saturdays, she 
plays with Virtuosi orchestra 

Sophomore Emma Levinbook playing the violin at a young age. Emma started playing the violin when she 
was only four years old and continues to work on her craft at KO. Photo courtesy of Emma Levinbook ’22.

through the Hartt School of Music. 
Even with seemingly little 

time to do so, Emma still manages 
to play field hockey in the fall as 
a part of the junior varsity team 
and maintain the highest GPA in 
the sophomore class. “It’s hard, 
especially in the fall with field 
hockey, but I miss practice on 
Tuesdays because of violin,” 
Emma said. “The good thing is 
that the orchestra is in the morning 
on Saturdays, so I can make it 
to my Saturday games as they 
usually happen in the afternoon.”

Emma said she finds great 

joy in playing the violin despite 
her rigorous schedule, and even 
though it’s hard work, she said it 
pays off in the end. Her favorite 
part about playing is hearing older 
violinists play as this gives her a 
goal to strive for that she eventu-
ally meets with time and effort. 

“Hearing older kids and 
adults play these pieces that I can 
now play is rewarding because 
I can play a variety of different 
pieces with a variety of different 
tones,” she said. “I record the 
pieces I play while practicing, so 
being able to listen to my final 

product after working hard on 
the piece is really rewarding.”

One of Emma’s most 
favorite pieces to listen to is the 
first two movements of Piano 
Trio No.1 in D minor by Felix 
Mendelssohn. “I love how this 
piece includes not only the violin 
but the cello and piano,” Emma 
said. “It’s really calming music 
that I listen to while studying, and 
it helps me do my homework.” 

Although she loves Mendels-
sohn, her favorite composer is 
actually Gabriel Fauré. “He is a 
French composer and contributed 
to the Impressionist age of classical 
music, which is one of my favorite 
genres of classical music,” she said.

The violin does so much 
more for Emma than meets the 
eye. It has taught her discipline, 
time management, and priori-
tizing, among other important 
life lessons. Emma also claims 
the violin also gives her a little 
advantage in her academics.

According  to  Emma, 
learning to memorize vocab 
words is the same process for 
her as learning to play her instru-
ment. “I have a better memory 
because of the violin,” she said. 
“Learning bow strokes, pieces 
and fingering gives me an advan-
tage in school when I am looking 
to understand certain concepts 
and memorize certain things.” 

Emma plans to continue 
playing the violin through high 
school and even into college, 
where she hopes to join either a 
community orchestra or at least a 
more relaxed orchestra. This way, 
she said she can keep up with 
her practice while having time to 
focus on other priorities as well. 

by Caroline Dawson ’22

Mr. Goodman, high school thespian, 
shares secret passion for  performing arts

Science Department Chair 
Fritz Goodman is a cherished 
member of the school community 
as a biology teacher and athletic 
coach, but what many are unaware 
of is his talent and passion for 
theatre. In fact, Mr. Goodman 
is an accomplished thespian. 

When he was younger, 
he earned enough points to be a 
member of the Thespian Society, 
an honors group for high school 
and middle school theater students.

Mr. Goodman attended 
Princeton High School in Illi-
nois, where he was involved 
in many facets of student life. 
While a diligent student, he was 
also an athlete and actor and took 
part in his school’s speech club. 

In this club, he and a 
partner would participate in an 
event called dramatic duets and 
memorize scenes from plays. 
“Both being in the speech team 
and performing on stage helped 
me learn how to speak in public 
without being afraid,” he said. 

On top of flexing his 
speaking skills, he also learned 
how to manage his time in order 
to fully participate both in the club 
and in his other activities. “Sports 
were in the afternoon, and theater 

practices were at night, so I would 
have sports, eat, and then go to 
rehearsal,” Mr. Goodman said. 
While he admitted rehearsals 
were a hefty time commitment, 
he said they were also very enjoy-

able because many of his friends 
were involved in theater as well. 

Mr. Goodman said his first 
high school production was a very 
memorable experience because 
of his role in the play. “I played 
a sort of FBI agent, and I had to 
carry a screaming lady down a 
flight of stairs, and that was my 
introduction to acting,” he remi-
nisced. From that point onward, 

Mr. Goodman experimented 
with many different types of 
acting. Initially, he participated in 
musicals as part of the ensemble, 
but as time went on, he gradu-
ally switched to the more tech-
nical aspects of theater, working 
behind the scenes on lighting 
design and the sound board.

Ultimately, Mr. Goodman 
said his favorite high school 
production was “Jack and the 
Beanstalk” because he distinctly 
remembered having a talented 
and hard-working cast and crew.

Mr. Goodman said he 
is grateful for having been so 
involved in the arts as a teenager 
because he believes it allowed 

him to develop a great apprecia-
tion for the arts throughout his life. 
“I learned to like Shakespeare, and 
to this day I still enjoy poetry, and 
that would not have happened if 
not for my experiences in theater.” 

Some of his favorite perfor-
mances that he has watched include 
“A Chorus Line” on Broadway, 
“The Wiz” at a Chicago theater, and 
“Miss Saigon,” his favorite produc-
tion, at the Bushnell in Hartford. 

Although the KO commu-
nity may not have realized it, 
Mr. Goodman loves being a thes-
pian and appreciates the world of 
theater. At KO, he likes to support 
students during the fall play and 
musical because he knows a lot 
about what it takes to put on the 
elaborate productions, which gives 
him an overall appreciation for the 
hard work that students, staff, and 
guests put into performing arts. 

Next time you see him in the 
hallway or at practice, instead of 
only wondering about the next big 
test or track meet, it might be well 
worth asking him about his secret 
passion and getting to know more. 

by Samhita Kashyap ’22

Mr. Goodman smiles for the camera. Photo courtesy of  Jacqueline Pisani.
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Artist of  the Month: Christina Lu
by Jamie Amell ’20

Junior Christina Lu has 
made an impression on the KO 
community by presenting her after-
dinner speeches about child labor 
and telling us about upcoming 
Forensic  Union meet ings . 

Little did you know that 
Christina has always had a secret 
interest in art. Although she has 
not consistently taken art classes 
through middle school or high 
school, it has not stopped her from 
being creative. “I have always 
liked art, especially in middle 
school, but I never really said, 
‘Oh I want to do art,’” she said. 

Actually, in seventh and 
eighth grade, Christina said 
she was not allowed to take 
art, but she still found a way to 
be creative by painting murals 
inside her school instead. 

Similarly, at KO, when 
she sadly did not have the room 
for art class in her schedule 
sophomore year, Christina said 
she used her free time to go into 
the art rooms, relax, and create.

On a positive note, Christina 
has taken the Introduction to Art 
class as well as Painting. Chris-

tina said she thought that Studio 
Art is very enjoyable and relaxing, 
but can also provide its own set of 
challenges. “For me, the most diffi-

cult part is coming up with ideas 
for pieces because art requires 
you to be creative, but sometimes 
you are not inspired,” she said. 
“At least the class allows students 
to be interpretive, though.”

She is currently in Port-
folio Prep taught by creative 

Hot Jazz and cool 
vibes at Jazzapella

Held in the Black Box 
theater on Monday, Nov. 25 this 
year, Jazzapella was a big hit 
and provided a night of smooth 
jazz, fun tunes, and great memo-
ries for all those involved. 

The small and intimate 
setting of the Black Box, inspired 
and modeled after a classic jazz 
nightclub, truly set the scene 
of hot jazz and cool vibes for 
the evening. Featuring perfor-
mances from the Middle School 
Jazz Band, Upper School Jazz 
Ensemble and Jazz Combo led 
by Creative Arts Department 
Chair Todd Millen, Crimson 7 
led by Director David Baker, and 
Oxfordians led by Director Steve 
Mitchell, both performers and 
audience members loved how 
easily they could connect with 
each other through the music. 

“They made the performing 
area smaller to put tables in, 
where the audience was sitting, 
which let everyone see each other 
really easily and was really nice,” 
Oxfordian member sophomore 
Samhita Kashyap said. “It made 
everyone feel more interested and 
involved in the performances.” 

Senior Maggie Eberle, also 
a talented Oxfordian, said she 
agreed. “The Black Box is a small 
space, but it was filled with people 
for the event and I feel everyone 
enjoyed themselves,” she said.

According to Mr. Millen, 
who organized the whole event, 
this was the plan. “The Black Box 
is more intimate than anywhere 
else on campus and it’s really 
great for the performers to interact 

by Alyssa Pilecki ’20

Molly Jones, a singing star 
with a bright future ahead
by Luv Kataria ’20

You’ve probably heard 
senior Molly Jones singing at 
numerous KO concerts, choir 
exhibitions, or “epic” coffee-
houses. Molly has fostered this 
passion for singing throughout 
her childhood and her time at KO. 

Molly said that she’s 
been singing since kindergarten 
because she was inspired by her 
dad, who loves music. Now, she 
is currently part of the school 
Concert Choir, the girls a capella 
group Oxfordians, and the select 
co-ed choir ensemble Outlook. 
She Said she loves to sing because 
it’s a different way to express 
herself. “I love all different types 
of music. There’s something 
really special about singing and 
it’s beautiful to me,” Molly said. 

She explained that her 
favorite genre is pop because 
people know them the best, but that 
she also likes choral songs because 
of their emotion and beauty. 
“This year, my favorite song in 
Outlook may be ‘Somewhere 
Over the Rainbow,’” she said. 

One thing Molly said she 
especially likes about being part 
of choirs is that she’s been able 
to meet people from all grades 
and become friends with both 
younger and older students each 
year. “For example, I was able to 
become friends with people two 
years older than me when I was a 
sophomore in Outlook,” she said.

Throughout her time at 
KO in the Middle and Upper 
Schools, Molly said she has 
been able to gain more confi-
dence in her voice through 

Seniors Molly Jones and Remy McCoy perform “Falling Slowly” 
at Coffeehouse for their classmates. Photo by Jacquline Pisani.

arts teacher Scott McDonald. “I 
have really enjoyed having Mr. 
McDonald as a teacher because 
it is fun how he allows the 
class to take their own path on 
different projects,” Christina said. 

The first half of the first 
semester of Portfolio Prep is 
devoted to self portraits, both 
in class and for homework, 
and the second half of the first 
semester focuses on prompts 
and allows for more flexibility. 

There is a lot of freedom 
provided during class time to 
choose from possible projects, 
while the homework encourages 
different ways of thinking about 
self-portraits and art in general. 
About every week in the Portfolio 
Prep class, students are assigned 
drawings to do on their own time. 

For Christina, the assign-
ments don’t cause much angst. 
“They are really fun for me, and it 
is relaxing when I am watching TV 
after I finish my homework over 
the weekend,” she said.  

Mr. McDonald said that 
Christina has been awesome all 
semester and described her as a 
very creative student who consis-
tently comes up with really inter-

Christina smiles pensively. Photo 
courtesy of Christina Lu ’21.

the help of different teachers. 
Outlook director David 

Baker said that Molly has been 
part of the choir since Upper 
Prep and has grown tremen-
dously since then, not only in her 
range and choral decisions, but 
also in terms of her confidence. 

“She asks great questions 
now about music and really 
thinks about [the form, instruc-
tion, and emotion] of the song,” 
he said. “She is super dedi-
cated and loves to be involved 

in singing in all our ensembles.” 
Similar ly,  Oxfordians 

director Steve Mitchell described 
Molly as an intelligent, humble, 
and talented singer. He said that 
she’s grown into a true leader in 
the Oxfordians, has helped greatly 
with rehearsals, and even stepped 
up as a student conductor several 
times. “It has been a privilege to 

work with Molly over these past 
four years, and I could not be 
more proud of the musician and 
leader she has become,” he said. 

Molly said that one of her 
favorite singing memories at KO 
was the Wyvern Invitational A 
Cappella Festival (WIAF) last 
year because she loved being with 
the group and singing with them. 
Other fond memories that she has 
include the epic Coffeehouses, 
especially this year when she 
sang with friend and fellow singer 

senior Remy McCoy, and this past 
summer’s choir trip to Germany, 
where she enjoyed performing 
in churches and cathedrals. 

As for the future, Molly said 
she plans on singing at Class Night 
as a wrap up of her KO music 
career. Though her final perfor-
mance will be sad, she is excited 
to perform one last time at KO.

“She tends to 
always have a 
deeper meaning 
within her work 
that makes it 
interesting to the 
viewer and makes 
her enjoyable to 
teach.”

–Mr. McDonald

esting and original interpretations 
of the assignments.“Christina 
tends to add intriguing ways to 
represent herself in self-portraits as 
well as in her other work,” he said. 
“She tends to always have a deeper 

meaning within her work that 
makes it interesting to the viewer 
and makes her enjoyable to teach.” 

I n  N o v e m b e r ,  t h e 
Advanced Studio and Port-
folio Prep classes taught by Mr. 

McDonald and creative arts 
teacher Katie Burnett, took a trip 
to the University of Hartford Art 
School to explore their galleries. 

One of the exhibits focused 
on space as students designed 
interactive sets to look like a 
familiar place. For example, 
one of the installations looked 
like a party and another looked 
exactly like a Chinese restaurant.

“I would really like to take 
the concept back to KO and create 
a coffee shop or bakery installa-
tion on campus possibly in the 
Roberts Gallery,” Christina added.

“I would really 
like to take the 
concept back to 
KO and create 
a coffeeshop or 
bakery installation 
on campus.”

–Christina Lu

with the audience directly,” he 
said. “That’s not an experience 
many young musicians get, even 
though that’s what it’s like in most 
nightclubs and spaces where jazz 
musicians typically play or sing.”

One pleasant surprise 
of the night was senior Emily 
Lemkuil’s  performance of 
her parents’ wedding song, in 
honor of their 25th anniversary. 

“I was alone on stage, 
besides Mr. Mitchell accompa-
nying me on the piano. I intro-
duced myself to the audience 
and when I started singing, my 
parents had gotten up from their 
seats and started dancing,” she 
said. “I loved that I could recreate 
this special moment for them.”

All  groups ended up 
performing superbly. Senior Elan 
Stadelmann, who performed with 
both Jazz Combo and Crimson 7, 
said one of his favorite memo-
ries was when freshman Sattah 
Phouthakhoun sang alongside the 
Jazz Combo for a rendition of “Fly 
Me to the Moon” by Bart Howard. 
“Watching Sattah dance around and 
everyone have fun with it was my 
favorite part of the night,” he said. 

Senior Matthew Marottolo, 
an integral part of Crimson 7, said 
he was proud of his group and 
had a great time. “As it was my 
last Jazzapella, it was both bitter-
sweet and exciting at the same 
time,” he said. He continued that 
his favorite part was performing 
a  capel la  with his  peers .

 “Just seeing all the alumni 
come back to support us was great, 
and Charlie Coxon even came up 
and sang with us, so it was just 
nice to connect,” Matt reflected.
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by Sophia Kaufman ’20

Fashionista of the 
month: Juliana Kulak

Mr. Mitchell:
Lover of Arts
by Emma Levinbook ’22

Senior and stylist Juliana 
Kulak has earned and certainly 
deserves the title of December’s 
Fashionista of the Month! 

Since she joined KO 
in seventh grade, Juliana has 
certainly stood out from the 
crowd with her eye-catching 
and trendy styles. There is a 
clear effort that she puts in every 
day to feel confident and proud. 

However, quite humbly she 
states, “No I don’t think I’m a 
trendsetter, but I do think I have 
a very individualized style.” With 
this, she said she doesn’t feel the 
need to prove a point but rather 
show who she is through her 
true love of fashion.  

Juliana is inspired by several 
people who have a retro style to 
go shopping and explore new 
outfits and types of clothing. Some 
examples include famous actress 
Zendaya and model Bella Hadid.

When buying clothing, she 
loves to shop at all sorts of vintage 
and consignment stores both in 
Connecticut and states nearby 
because of all the hidden cool pieces 
that are difficult or even impossible 
to find elsewhere.  

“I’ve bought a lot of 
my vintage leather jackets at 
Cambridge House Antiques in 
Boston, and I love Amarcord in the 
Williamsburg section of Brooklyn 
because they have tons of Italian 
vintage clothes,” she said. 
“Fashion right now is drawing 
a lot from the 60s and 70s, so a 
lot of what is being sold at these 
vintage shops look like something 

you would find in Urban Outfitters. 
Plus, at the vintage stores, you can 
find a lot of clothes made by high 
fashion designers with high-quality 
fabrics and craftsmanship for a 
fraction of their original prices.” 

This original take on 
vintage stores really shows who 
Juliana is as a young fashionista 
and the growing love she holds 
in exploring her own designs. 

Bes ides  v in tage  and 
consignment stores she also loves 
to shop at Nordstrom, PacSun, 
and Urban Outfitters to mix in 

with her unique vintage items. 
In several of these stores, 

she often gravitates to brighter 
and louder colors, but in the 
winter she wears more neutrals. 

In addition, she loves to shop 

Just like students at KO, 
teachers have passions that 
go far beyond the classroom. 

Whether it is hiking, biking, 
or photography, each faculty 
member has unique interests that 
students might not even be aware of.

This certainly holds true 
for choir director Steve Mitchell. 
While he directs the Concert 
Choir, Oxfordians, and Voce 
Novissima at KO, Mr. Mitchell 
also actively engages with 
the community outside of KO 
through his passion for music.

“Besides my teaching at KO, 
I am a professional musician,” Mr. 
Mitchell said. “I sing with several 
professional choirs in town. I 
also do musical theater, such as 
Broadway and cabarets. It’s basi-
cally my job outside of school!”

Mr. Mitchell sings with 
Concora, a professional choir that 
sings in the Hartford area, works 
several events including weddings, 
and even performs his own shows. 

Right now, he is working 
on premiering a new musical 
at Hartford Stage in December. 

“The  show i s  be ing 
written right now, so it’s just 
a public reading, which I am 
very excited about,” he said. 

In addition, he performs 
small cabaret shows for Night 
Fall, an outdoor community 
performance held in Hart-
ford. He produces a show each 
year in support of Night Fall.

Recently, Mr. Mitchell was 
asked to be the featured soloist 
at the Masterwork Chorale in 

Chatham, New Jersey. One of the 
fellow musicians that Mr. Mitchell 
works with in the Hartford area 
also works with the chorale in New 
Jersey, and he invited Mr. Mitchell 
to come perform with the group.

“They were having a fund-
raising benefit, where they did 
concert Broadway music with a 
chorus and the orchestra, and they 
hired me to be the soloist working 
with the chorus,” Mr. Mitchell said. 
“I worked on my own set of music 
of Broadway and cabaret tunes.”

Musically, Mr. Mitchell 

for accessories to add a special 
touch and sparkle to her daily look. 
She states that some of her favorite 
pieces are vintage sunglasses, state-
ment earrings, and delicate gold 
pieces, and these are often mixed 
and matched to go with several 
different outfits and seasons. 

Juliana mentions that 
although she has always loved 
fashion,  she has  recent ly 
g o t t e n  b o l d e r  w i t h  h e r 
choices and gained an appre-
ciation for her own clothing. 

In the summer season, she 
loves to wear dresses, rompers, 
and jumpsuits with additions 
of sunglasses and other pieces. 
Jul iana loves the summer 
season of clothing the most 
because jumpsuits have a very 
70s look that can be dressed 
up or down for any occasion. 

Outside of the summer 
season, Juliana often spends 
several weekends in the school 
year going to music shows that she 
dresses up for, often wearing band 
T-shirts and denim, whereas at 
school she has been known to wear 
skirts with boots and sweaters. 

For those looking to improve 
their own stylistic choices, Juliana 
said she recommends buying 
comfortable, well-made clothes to 
make sure they don’t go to waste, 
in addition to not always ‘jumping 
on a trend’ just because others do. 
“Wear what looks good on you and 
your body type to feel the very best 
in your own skin,” she explained.

The KO community has 
certainly loved watching Juliana’s 
fashion sense evolve and cannot 
wait to see many more pieces 

“I love singing 
with an orchestra 
or a live band. 
It’s such a great 
honor.” 
        –Mr. Mitchell
tends to gravitate toward both clas-
sical and popular music, and he tries 
really hard to do his best with both. 

However,  what  he is 
most interested in currently is 
Broadway music. “I also love 
singing with an orchestra or a 
live band. It’s such a great honor 
to be able to do that,” he said.

It is clear that Mr. Mitch-
ell’s musical taste and talent is 
not one to be overlooked, but 
rather celebrated. Whether he is 
singing with a choir, performing 
in a show, or simply listening to 
his favorite pieces, Mr. Mitchell’s 
passion for the arts is certainly 
evident both in and beyond KO.

Arav Kumar creates, innovates
by Isabel Berckemeyer ’21

Business may be known as  
a challenging world of entrepre-
neurship, but that hasn’t stopped 
freshman Arav Kumar from  
kick-starting his career through 
his extensive business profile. 

In general, businesses focus 
on four main sectors to maxi-
mize their profits and efficiency: 
research and development, produc-
tion, management, and funding. 

Arav said he has estab-
lished his personal profile based 
on the funding aspect of a business. 

He was initially introduced to 
business at a young age through his 
mother, who works in the business 
world, as well as through his fasci-
nation for famous businessmen.

“Media introduced me to 
famous people, and I was (and 
still am) very fond of Elon Musk 
and Bill Gates,” Arav said. He 
also has a love for business itself. 

“I enjoy problem-solving, 
and business seems like the most 
efficient way of doing that,” he said.

Currently, Arav’s  busi-
ness, which he built in 2016, 
aims to deal with major world 
problems in manageable incre-

ments  by innovat ing new 
solutions and simpler ideas. 

As of now, his staff consists 
of himself and a handful of other 
volunteers who help with the 
production and funding aspects. 

Arav built the outline for his 
project by launching and managing 

new products, and he was inspired 
by an innovation competition he 
took part in at Wesleyan University, 
which featured many top-notch 
contributors to the business field. 

“There were many speakers 
there at the conference, some 
who had their own nonprofits 

and for-profit businesses as well 
as some who worked very high 
up in companies such as Apple, 
Motorola, and more,” Arav said.

 The day included presenta-
tions on marketing, product cultiva-
tion, and investor relations, as well. 

After this, there was a 
pitch competition in which the 
young entrepreneurs, like Arav, 
had two minutes to pitch an idea 
that they brought with them. 

T h e  w i n n e r  o f  t h i s 
competition would receive 150 
dollars, access to an office, 
and innovation space full of 
tools to create their invention. 

Additionally, their product 
would be featured in the Inno-
vation Destination magazine. 

Luckily for him, Arav’s 
invention won, and he was 
allowed to create his busi-
ness into what i t  is  now. 

Arav said he has been 
working on his business more 
in-depth these past four months 
because his product just became 
applicable to the markets. 

His team is aiming to 
hit the markets with an even 
newer  invention by July 2020. 

As of now, Arav is focusing 

on gaining funding for his product 
through his Kickstarter page. 

The product’s purpose lies 
in finding a solution to pollu-

tion (also known as an STP) and 
how to stop some of the world’s 
greatest issues: global warming 
as well as climate change. 

Actually called STP,  Arav 
said it’s a small, lightweight, 
and heat resistant metal tube 
which is meant to be attached 
to a tailpipe of a vehicle, 

“There were many 
speakers there at 
the conference, as 
well as some who 
worked very high 
up in companies 
such as Apple, 
Motorola, and 
more.”  
       –Arav Kumar

where the special substance 
inside purifies the exhaust. 

Arav said he believes STP is 
an amazing invention for those who 
do not own electric cars and need a 
solution for gas-powered vehicles. 

T h i s  w a y ,  t h e 
carbon footpr ints  of  gas-
powered cars are reduced. 

The extremely affordable 
invention only costs seven dollars to 
make, a benefit for Arav’s business.

 It also lasts for one month and 
purifies 90 or more percent of the 
exhaust, a benefit for the consumer. 

Arav assures that this 
percentage is valid and has 
been calculated through a 
number of certified trials.

 Here at Kingswood Oxford, 
Arav said he is working on making 
an impact within the school by 
bringing his creative energy and 
wicked math skills to the invest-
ment club, creating more oppor-
tunities for those interested in 
business, and informing those 
who don’t know so much about it. 

It’s obvious that Arav has 
a bright future ahead of him, 
and the KO community looks 
forward to experiencing a front-
seat to his accomplishments. 

Juliana Kulak poses for the camera. 
Photo courtesy of Juliana Kulak ’20.

“I enjoy  
problem-solving 
and business 
seems like  
the most efficient 
way of doing 
that.” 
       –Arav Kumar
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Cars get students to and 
from KO every single day, but they 
are more than just transportation; 
they are also a form of expression. 
Chances are, you haven’t really 
looked around the parking lot here 
at school, so I’m here to show you 
how certain cars in the Trout Brook 
lot say more about  the driver 
than you would even believe. 

One of the best examples 
of this is none other than senior 
Amelia Levine with her iconic 
turquoise 2002 Honda Odyssey. 
Everyone on campus is sure to 
know that this car is hers as soon 
as they spot it, and if they don’t 
know it yet, they will in no time. 

Amelia  describes her 
minivan as really spacious and 
open, which she thinks is self-
reflective. “I like to think of 
myself as an open person,” she 
said. “It’s really comfy, and 
it’s like beat up. It has so much 
character to it, and I love it.”

 Amelia has traveled around 
the country in this minivan, which 
is reflected in the name of her car 
(odyssey). “Recently, my favorite 
trip was when I did a National 
Geographic photo workshop in San 
Francisco. I have a few bumper 
stickers from Yosemite and San 
Francisco,” she said. Amelia also 
often travels to North Carolina to 
visit her grandparents and recently 
went sailing in the Northeast. 

She likes to collect bumper 
stickers from her various trips, 
which cover the back of her 
minivan to the point where there’s 
almost no more of the peeling 
turquoise paint left to see. Her 
favorite sticker is one from an 

Aquarium in North Carolina. “I 
used to go there all of the time 
because my grandparents lived 
down there. It’s really faded 
but I like that sticker,” she said.

Ano the r  example  o f 
someone whose car directly resem-
bles them is junior Jack Kinney 
who drives a red 2011 Jeep Wran-
gler. Jack’s tough personality is 
represented by the rugged history 
and off-road capability of this Jeep 
model. “I think my car resembles 
me because I go to Cape Cod in the 
summer, and it is a very beachy car. 

His friends would imme-
diately agree, as Jack can often 
be seen laughing and making 
jokes with his classmates. 

“Kinney is very charismatic, 
very funny, and entertaining to 
spend time with,” his friend, 
junior Landon White shared. 

Outside of school, Jack 
also expresses his comedic 
personality with his YouTube 
channel and TikTok, where he 
attempts to gain internet fame. 
Furthermore, his bright charm 
and love for the sun are comple-
mented perfectly when it is warm 
enough for him to take the top 
off his Jeep and catch some rays.

While Jack’s Jeep reflects 
his playful personality, junior 
Rasheed Patterson’s black 2011 
Jeep Liberty shows him as a 
powerful, strong, and centered 
football player. Rasheed, the 6’2” 
290-pound lineman, definitely 
matches the description of his car. 
“Just like me, a literal tank,” he 
said. Likewise, Rasheed’s “tank” 
weighs in well over two tons and 
can be intimidating for many 
compact car drivers on the road.

The silver 2006 Toyota 

4Runner driven by senior Sam 
Capodice showcases his essence 
neatly, as it has four-wheel drive 
and is extremely powerful. “I’m 
pretty strong, and my off-roading 
car represents that. Basically, I’m 
related to my car,” the quarter-
back of the football team said. 
Sam doesn’t let anything get in 
the way of him getting to school, 
so his favorite feature is obvi-
ously the four-wheel drive, which 
allows him to cut through the snow 
like a hot knife through butter.

N o t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e 
trend of driving big cars and 
SUVs is junior Elijah Infante. 

He can be seen pulling into 
school in his white 2012 Subaru 
WRX.  “Yes 100% [my car repre-
sents me.] It’s got nice rims, low 
suspension, not too expensive yet 
fast,” Elijah said without hesitation. 

Elijah’s rims can easily 
be compared with his gold 
necklaces and shiny earrings. 

His personal favorite is his 
14 karat gold chain that he can 
often be seen wearing around 
the school. Meanwhile, the low 
suspension reflects Elijah’s height 
of 5’8” which makes him shorter 
than most of his classmates. 

Elijah’s car also has a turbo 
in it, which represents the speed 
he demonstrates when playing 
sports such as football. Elijah 
plays outside linebacker, and 
speed is essential to his position. 

“He’s the fast one on the 
field and can cause pure destruc-
tion,” sophomore Jared Cotte said.

Each  and  eve ry  ca r 
evidently speaks volumes about 
its driver, even if you hadn’t 
realized it yet. What do you 
think your car says about you?

Most people use a surplus 
of free time to pick up a new 
hobby or skill, but few are as 
adventurous as junior Braeden 
Rose who decided to undergo 
the rigorous process of obtaining 
his scuba diving certification. 

Scuba diving first piqued 
Braeden’s interest last October 
after reading a magazine labeled 
“Top 10 Places to Scuba Dive,” 
at which point he said he became 
obsessed with the idea of learning 
how to scuba.“I started doing 
research into it, and I realized that 
you needed to be certified,” he said.

Braeden became certi-
fied through the Professional 
Association of Diving Instruc-
tors (PADI) where he took 
six four-hour lessons often 
ending at 10:30 in the evening. 

“Most lessons usually start 
with a classroom component and 
end with going into the water,” 
Braeden said. “You have to learn 
things about pressure and oxygen 
and a lot of the stuff behind dive 
theory, and there is also some 
math involved in the certification.” 
When it came time for the final 
exam, Braeden had to complete 
what was called an Open Water 
Dive over the course of two days. 

“I had mine in late October, 
and we were actually in the ocean 
out of Rhode Island,” Braeden 
said. “Essentially, I had to prove 
to the examiners that I knew 
how to do the essential skills 
that I learned over the course.” 

He did exactly that, finally 
earning his official certification.

 Now that he is allowed 
to dive recreationally, Braeden 

does so through a diving center, 
which takes him out on a boat 
to a dive spot and provides 
him a buddy to go along.  

“I usually don’t get scared 
because I did all the training, 
and I know what to do if some-
thing goes wrong,” Braeden 
said. “However, the parts I do 
find scary are dives of enclosed 
spaces, because you can easily 
get stuck or lost, and it’s dark.”

Braeden explained that 
his favorite part is seeing all 
the cool animals up close. 

“[The ocean is] so colorful 
too, but as you get deeper, 
colors become duller and the 
seascapes become less bright, 
but it isn’t very noticeable at the 
recreational depths,” he said.

In the future, Braeden said he 
would like to go diving more often 
and further continue his training, 
which would allow him to obtain 
higher certifications or specialties 
such as underwater  photography, 
fish identification, and rescue 
diving. Ultimately, Braeden said 
he feels that this experience has 
encouraged him to try new things 
and step out of his comfort zone. 

Although scuba diving 
seemed daunting to him at first, 
he said it has allowed him to see 
many bewildering sights in the 
ocean that only a fraction of people 
will be able to witness firsthand.  

“It opened up for me a whole 
new world that I never would 
have gotten the opportunity to see 
otherwise,” he said.  “[The ocean] 
never really gets boring. It’s like 
this other planet with different 
rules and a whole different 
set of residents. Down there, 
we’re like tourists to the fish.”

KO cars & company
by Garrett Gallup ’22

Diving deep
by David Shi ’22

“Many kids go through 
phases saying, ‘I want to be a vet’ or 
‘I want to be an astronaut,’” sopho-
more Stella Risinger stated, “but 
in the back of my mind I always 
knew I wanted to join the military.”

When Stella was 13 years 
old, she went to an air show in 
Massachusetts where she had 
the opportunity to view all sorts 
of planes and military vehicles. 
According to Stella, it was at that 
exact moment she instantly realized 
she wanted to be in the Air Force. 
In order to prepare, Stella said she 
started taking private flying lessons 
and now, once every three weeks, 
Stella shows up at Robertson 
Airport in Plainville ready to fly. 

During flight lessons, Stella 
sits in the pilot’s seat while her 
certified flight instructor, Steve 
Averich, sits in the passenger’s. 
Both have foot pedals and controls 
just in case something goes wrong 
and he needs to get more hands-on. 

The layout of the plane 
includes many moving pieces such 
as the wheel, throttle, mixture parts, 
and rudder pedals. For those who 
do not know, the throttle adjusts 
the rotations per minute of the 

propeller, the mixture adjusts the 
fuel and air mixture in the engine, 
and the rudder serves as a basic 
control surface. Each lesson is two 
hours long, but before going into 
the air, Stella said she is required to 

complete a pre-flight check, where 
she walks around the plane and 
checks to make sure everything 
looks right, the plane is running 

correctly, and there is enough fuel. 
Once done, Stella said she 

takes off at Robertson Airport 
and flies to the coast or around 
Hartford. When she is practicing 
navigation, Stella can often look 

down and spot KO and other 
locations she is familiar with. 

Recently, she has been 
focusing more closely on perfecting 

her takeoffs and landings. “It takes 
a while to feel the plane and learn 
the muscle memory movement 
of landings,” Stella said. “I am in 
that stage where I feel confident in 
some aspects of flying the plane, 
but I am definitely still working 
on... learning new skills.” Stella 
said she can start soloing, meaning 
flying by herself, when Steve feels 
confident enough in her, which she 
is hoping is sooner rather than later.

Ste l la  expla ined that 
she plans on graduating high 
school with her private pilot’s 
license, which would allow her 
to fly the models of planes that 
she has been practicing with. 

Since being in the Air 
Force is a major goal of Stel-
la’s, she is hoping that the 
flight lessons will help her get 
one step ahead in the process. 

“I hope the flight lessons 
are going to give me a leg up 
and help me out as I am trying 
to achieve my goals of being an 
actual Air Force pilot,” she said.

 As another way to supple-
ment her love of flying, Stella said 
she and her mom recently traveled 
to the Air Force Academy in Colo-
rado, which she described as one of 
the coolest things ever. “It looked 

very neat and organized,” she 
said. “It was a little intimidating 
because I got to see a lot of incred-
ibly hard-working kids, and now I 
know I need to work really hard.” 

For example, Stella said 
she needs to earn top notch 
grades and stay fit in order to 
attend the Academy so she 
will continue to work hard 
academically and athletically. 

“Not only are grades 
important, but staying fit is obvi-
ously important too,” Stella said, 
“because the Air Force requires 
a lot of physical capability.” 

Even though she knows 
lots of stress and hard work 
lie ahead of her, rather than 
instilling fear or worry, Stella 
said the trip to the Academy 
made her all the more motivated 
and excited to serve one day. 

Her family and friends are 
extremely supportive of Stella’s 
aspiration of being in the Air Force 
and were not at all surprised when 
she informed them of her life plans. 

“It is literally so sick and I 
am so incredibly proud of her,” 
her friend sophomore Kyleace 
Hunter said enthusiastically. 
“She is 15 and can already fly a 
plane. Imagine being that cool.”

Stella Risinger: ready for take-off
by Mia Brown ’22  

Stella poses for a photo with her flight instructor. Photo courtesy of Stella Risinger’22.
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From being high school 
sweethearts at KO to getting 
married to now working together 
at their alma mater, French teacher 
Ryan Brodeur and physics teacher 
Kathleen DiSanto have been 
inseparable. However, some-
thing less noticeable bonds them 
together even more: their tattoos.

Mr. Brodeur got his first 
tattoo in the summer of 2012 in 
the middle of his right forearm.  
His son Rowan had just been 
born and he decided to get a 
tattoo of Rowan’s footprint, 
serving as a reminder of the joy 
brought by the birth of his son.  

A year later, he surrounded 
that footprint in stars, selecting 
bright, prominent constella-
tions in the summer sky to 
which he had always been 
drawn: Cygnus the swan, Lyra 
the harp, and Aquila the eagle.  

The stars and the night 
sky had always fascinated Mr. 
Brodeur, and he was getting into 
observational astronomy.  “I’ve 
always been impressed by the 
majesty of night-sky observing, 
and liked being able to look down 
and just get that feeling,” he said.  

He even got involved in 
the astronomy club at Xavier 
High School in Middletown, 
where he taught at the time 
and became its faculty advisor.

When his daughter Kinley 
was born, Mr. Brodeur said he 

decided to honor her in a similar 
way to Rowan and tattoo his left 

arm with  her footprint, surrounded  
with three more constellations. 
This time he selected Pegasus, 
Andromeda, and Cassiopeia, 
prominent autumn constella-
tions and famous Greek myths.  

To Mr. Brodeur, the tattoos 

of Rowan and Kinley’s footprints 
are the most important tattoos 

to him.  “It’s a nice reminder of 
where they were and where I was,” 
he said with a hint of a smile.  “I 
can hold up my kids’ feet to them 
and see how big they’ve gotten.”

While Mr. Brodeur loves the 
symbolic meaning of his tattoos, 

he also likes the general aesthetic 
of them.  He is a self-proclaimed 
“sleeve-roller,” so he spends a 
great deal of time with exposed 
forearms.  He said that he really 
enjoys the texture and aesthetic 
that these tattoos give his arms.

Mr. Brodeur’s tattoos had a 
major influence on Ms. DiSanto, 
too.  Although she had been around 
tattoos her whole life – her brother 
is a tattoo artist and is covered in 
tattoos – and always wanted one, 
she never actually went through 
with it until Mr. Brodeur got his. 
That’s when she knew that it 
was time to get one of her own.

The idea of actually getting 
a tattoo had always made her 
nervous, though. She wanted some-
thing significant enough to her to 
permanently ink onto her body, 
and therefore she said she needed 
to be sure that days, months, or 
years later she would not regret it.  

Seeing her husband get all 
of his tattoos, however, inspired 
Ms. DiSanto to finally get one 
and she finally found some-
thing that was important to her..

This tattoo, which she 
got in 2017, was inspired by the 
book “Plant a Kiss,” one that her 
daughter adored.  In the story, 
the main character plants a kiss 
and it grows into something 
that makes everybody happy.  

Taking this inspiration, 
Ms. DiSanto ended up getting 
three stars – one of the illustra-
tions from the book – on her right 

arm, which she and her family 
like to say represent her two chil-
dren along with Mr. Brodeur, 
the most important people in her 
life.  “I knew that with something 
so sweet, I wouldn’t regret it,” 
Ms. DiSanto reflected warmly.

To Ms. DiSanto, this tattoo 
was a gateway that turned her 
from a tattoo skeptic into a tattoo 
enthusiast.  “Once I knew what 
I wanted, it became much less 
scary,” she said.  After noticing 
that her arm looked empty except 
for the stars, Ms. DiSanto she 
decided that it was time to get 
another one about a year later.

After  much del ibera-
tion, Ms. DiSanto settled on 
a mermaid tattoo, also on her 
right arm.  She had always liked 
mermaids and believed that they, 
much like the three stars, were 
something sweet and loving. 

The mermaid and the 
stars are integrated into one 
coherent picture, with the stars 
becoming part of a line of bubbles 
surrounding the mermaid.

Tattoos may mean  nothing 
more than a minor interest for 
many, but for Mr. Brodeur and 
Ms. DiSanto, they are represen-
tative of a deep bond and reflect 
the important things, such as love, 
family, hope, wonder in their lives.  
Whenever times get tough, both 
said that all they have to do is look 
to their arms, and they are imme-
diately reminded of better times 
and  reasons for pushing forward.

Tattoos: not too cool for school
by Braden Flowers ’21

Teachers Mr. Brodeur, right, and Ms. DiSanto, left, showcase the mean-Teachers Mr. Brodeur, right, and Ms. DiSanto, left, showcase the mean-
ingful tattoos on their arms. Photo by Amelia Boardman ’20.ingful tattoos on their arms. Photo by Amelia Boardman ’20.

Views on impeachment
As the Trump impeachment 

inquiry rages on, millions of Amer-
icans have kept their eyes glued to 
the news, as House Democrats 
bring in witnesses in their investi-
gation into corruption in the Trump 
White House. Many KO students 
are also keeping up-to-date on 
the impeachment happenings. 

While no KO students are 
old enough to have remembered 
any past presidential impeachment 
(or impeachment investigation) 
firsthand, I wondered what KO 
students had to say about the last 
two times a president was investi-
gated for impeachable offenses: in 
the 1970s with Watergate and in the 
late ’90s when President Clinton 
lied under oath to Congress.

I ventured into the archives 
(in the basement of Nicholson if 
you’ve never been) to find out. 
With the help of Spanish teacher 
and school archivist  Brenda 
Semmelrock, I dug through the old 
editions of the KO News to find 
out what KO students thought of 
the impeachment investigations, 
at the time they were happening.

F o r  c o n t e x t ,  M a y 
1973 marked the beginning 
of the House investigation 
into the Watergate break-in. 

About a year later, a contro-
versy erupted wherein President 
Nixon refused to turn over the tape 
recordings of his phone conver-
sations that may have included 

damaging information about his 
behavior. In the May 1974 Edition 
of the KO News, Rob Falk wrote in 
the segment “Issues at Hand” about 
the controversy and, that Nixon be 
required to turn over the tapes. 

“I do not want to dwell on 
the guilt or innocence of President 
Nixon in the Watergate Affair,” he 
wrote. “There are still more tran-
scripts to be released, and possibly 
more testimony to be heard. When 
all of the information is at hand, the 
Congress, the Senate, the American 
people, and the world will be able 
to survey the situation and arrive 
at a fair and rational verdict.”

There were relatively few 
mentions of the Watergate scandal 
in the old issues of the KO News, 
even though the affair lasted more 
than two years and ended with 
the resignation of the president. I

I n  a  s h o r t e r  p i e c e , 
the Nixon impeachment is 
mentioned in a Letter to the 
Editor entitled “The ominously 
increasing power of the press.” 

The author, G. Fowler, 
wrote: “[The press] have become 
the biggest example of the pot 
calling the kettle black when the 
press accused Nixon of going 
beyond his power and then abused 
its right by asking for a shield law.” 

Many of these sentiments 
are shared by Americans today 
about the media, especially when 
these ideas are fanned by the 
president himself, who often talks 
about the press’s bias against him, 

referring to news organizations 
like the New York Times and the 
Washington Post as “fake news.”

Flash forward to  the 
late Nineties, and a student 
condemned the Republican-
controlled Congress for attempting 
to use the Clinton sex scandal as 
a guise to remove the Demo-
cratically-elected president. 

“Our friends in Congress 
have made a decision. They 
have decided that instead of 
passing laws as is their custom, 
they’re going to try something 
new. In view of debating about 
new legislation, they’re trying 
to impeach Bill Clinton,” wrote 
Editor-in Chief Ben Johnson in 
“A Wyvern’s Tale,” “Because the 
man was not completely honest 
with the American public about 
his sex life, the federal govern-
ment is shutting itself down. 
I have a problem with this.” 

Another editorial, “Sex, lies, 
and K-O” written in the February 
1998 edition of the KO News, 
explored how the Clinton sex 
scandal might look if it happened 
in a school like KO, where the 
line between someone’s personal 
life and their public life is blurred.

It seems that even in the 
70s and 90s, students at KO were 
connected to the political sphere 
in ways KO students are today. 
Even without social media or the 
internet of today, KO students 
then were still tuned in to the 
issues that would affect them most.

by Braeden Rose ’21

KO’s EMTs
by Alyssa Pilecki ’20

The world of Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) is one 
that is unknown to many yet 
remains one of the most crucial 
and integral services provided. In 
the state of Connecticut, EMS is 
divided into four certifications: 
Emergency Medical Responders 
(EMR), Emergency Medical 
Technicians (EMT), Advanced 
Emergency Medical Technician 
(AEMT), and Paramedics. Each 
job has a different set of respon-
sibilities in ensuring the safety 
and improvement of the health 
of patients, and a certain list 
of requirements that one must 
complete in order to become one. 

While most at KO can 
agree that they struggle with an 
extremely busy schedule, seniors 
Spencer Schaller, Ethan Pinkes, 
Aiden Borruso, and Marwynn 
Somridhivej all decided to put 
more on their plates by completing 
such requirements and becoming 
registered EMTs. Each of the four 
boys became interested in EMS 
at different times and in different 
ways, but each had the common 
goal of giving back to their 
community and gaining experience 
in the medical field while doing so.

Part of becoming a certi-
fied EMT is taking a course. In 
his class, Spencer said they had 
lectures from their textbook in the 
morning and spent the afternoon 
actually practicing. “We had time 

to work on the skills first hand and 
run scenarios to prepare us for the 
State Practical exam,” he said. 

Aiden said he took a similar 
course. “It was a lot of work, 
but I had enough time because 
I started the EMT program the 
beginning of this past summer 
... I have been certified since 
the beginning of October.”

Also certified, Marwynn 
explained that while becoming 
an EMT certainly is not easy, 
it is not at all unmanageable, 
either. “You need to have a sense 
of time management and dedi-
cation to what you’re doing,” 
Marwynn said. Spencer agreed 
and said he would recommend 
that those with any interest in 
medicine become an EMT.  

Ethan, who actually became 
an EMR at the age of 14 years old 
before taking the EMT course, said 
he really appreciated his experi-
ences with EMS but believes he 
is actually meant to study political 
science and learn how to change 
medical policy issues, after seeing 
many of the same patients come 
back for the same treatment. 

Although they all still have 
a long way to go and experience to 
gain in their professional journeys, 
be sure to stop and ask Spencer, 
Ethan, Aiden, and Marwynn 
about EMS and learn more about 
this little known field of work.

For a more in-depth 
v e r s i o n  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e , 
visit  the KO News online.
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New restrictions don’t fix current culture
by Madeline Arcaro ’21 

In September 2019, faculty 
and staff got together to implement 
a new rule regarding the dining 
hall: each table has a maximum 
amount of students allotted 
to sit at it, and if the number 
exceeds the restriction, students 
will be asked to switch tables. 

The numbers were placed 
in a plastic holder on top of 
the table, but since then, most 
of them have been removed. 

The motivation for this 
new restriction has been fuzzy 
at best. Even faculty members 
don’t know the complete rationale 
behind it. Some say it’s due to a 
survey sent out many years back 
(anonymously) about KO culture. 

According to art teacher 
Greg Scranton, the lunch room 
being a toxic place came up 
numerous times in the survey, and 
teachers wanted a way to fix it. 

According to English 

teacher Heidi Hojnicki, students 
were leaving too many messes 
behind, and the lunchroom 
staff or students on lunch duty 
would be required to pick it up. 

Form 5 Dean Ronald Garcia 
said that the reasoning behind this 
new rule is a mix of the two: to 
improve the cleanliness, and to 
create “more inclusive groups.”

In a survey sent out to the 
whole school, 86.7% of students 
said that they do not believe 
that the lunchroom is a toxic 
place. “I’ve never felt uncom-
fortable, unsafe, or left out in 
the cafeteria in my six years at 
KO,” junior Emma Henry said. 

Senior Alyssa Pilecki said 
she agrees with Emma that the 

dining hall is not an unwelcoming 
environment.. “You either just 
sit with your group of friends, 
or if not then people you know,” 
Alyssa said. “If not that, then 
you can sit by yourself, which I 
know a lot of people don’t like 
to do that because of the stigma 
and embarrassment that usually 
comes with it, but honestly I don’t 
mind eating by myself if I have 
to. I usually like talking to my 
friends and being with them, and 
lunch is usually where I do that, 
but if for some reason I can’t, 
then eating by myself is fine.”

However, Chair of the 
English Department Cathy Schief-
felin said that the people who do 
seem to believe that the lunchroom 
isn’t toxic are the people who tend 
to have a big group of friends.

Junior Christina Lu said 
that she understands why the 
lunchroom can be toxic for some. 
“The lunchroom doesn’t seem 
like a toxic place at first: people 
are eating, socializing, heating 
up nachos, but at the same time, 
it is the place where new kids 
don’t know where to sit or there 
aren’t enough seats to sit with 
people you know,” Christina said. 

She also admits that it is hard 
to eat alone. “It is kind of ironic 
because let’s say there are a group 
of kids who are super inclusive 
— they offer seats to everyone, 
converse with anyone — there 
is still no possible way for them 
to include everyone,” she said. 
“When someone can’t be included 
by an inclusive group, they have 
to eat lunch alone and in a way 
they feel even more excluded 
than ever. I know that lots of kids 

are scared of the lunchroom as 
they are scared of eating alone.”

An anonymous source also 
admits that there is a lot of divi-
sion by social cliques and that there 
is not enough room for everyone 
to sit, making it a toxic place. 

Despi te  the differ ing 
opinions on the toxicity of the 
lunchroom, 100% of students in 
that same survey do not like the 
lunchroom requirement. Many 
students claim that it is causing 
more exclusion, which is the 
opposite of the intentions behind it. 

“Limiting the number of 
people that can sit at a table was 
intended to minimize exclusion at 
the lunch tables, but from what I’ve 
observed its causing friend groups 
to have to separate and leading 
to more exclusion,” Emma said. 

Junior Chris Morris said 
that he was kicked out of his seat 
by a teacher and does not like the 
new rule. “Friends and I have 
been moved because of it. Also, 
it sucks when you have more than 
seven or eight friends,” he said. 

Senior Jaden DiMauro 
said the biggest problem isn’t 
the rule itself: it’s the lack of 
communication about the rule 
and the reasoning behind it. 

“Not only is capping the 
number of students allowed to sit 
at a table a patently exclusionary 
action by the administration, but 
when students rightfully ask the 
teachers enforcing the rule for 
an explanation as to why they 
are being asked to move, the 
teachers are unable to provide 
any explanation,” Jaden said. 
“If the administration expects 
students to follow a rule, then 

“Limiting the 
number of people 
that can sit at 
a table was 
intended to mini-
mize exclusion at 
the lunch tables, 
but from what 
I’ve observed, its 
causing friend 
groups to have 
to separate and 
leading to more 
exclusion.”

–Emma Henry

they should be able to clearly 
outline why the rule is pertinent.”

60% of people said that they 
have been personally affected by 
the rule, and the other 40% admit 
to the rule not even being enforced 
in the first place. Ms. Hojnicki 
said that not all teachers enforce 
it, but she tries to. Mr. Garcia 
said that it is the responsibility of 
the teacher who has lunch duty 
to enforce it. Mr. Garcia said he 
has not gotten any feedback from 
students, but many students have 
been talking about the new restric-
tions and how to make them better.

“The way our lunchroom 
is set up, there is no way for 
everyone to be included,” Chris-
tina said. “The faculty think that 
the Middle Schoolers have an 
easier time at lunch socially by 

using the long tables that are 
connected to each other, but they 
apparently don’t think that high 
schoolers could suffer from the 
same social anxieties? They have 
set up the tables scattered every-
where and expect that 11 people 
per table was the way to go. I 
don’t really understand this logic.” 

Overall, more of the longer 
lunch tables was a common 
response  among  s tuden t s 
when asked what can be done 
to make the lunchroom more 
inclusive.Assuming the rules 
are followed to a “T” only 174 
students would be able to sit at 
the cafeteria at any given time. 

The circle tables are only 
allowed to have seven students 
each, and there are eight of them. 
Rectangle tables can only hold 
eight and there are 11 tables. 

There are also two coun-

“The faculty think 
that the Middle 
Schoolers have 
an easier time at 
lunch socially by 
using the long 
tables that are 
connected to each 
other, but they 
apparently don’t 
think that high 
schoolers could 
suffer from the 
same social anxi-
eties?”
 –Christina 

Lu

tertop spaces, which can hold 
30 people total. Assuming the 
faculty and middle schoolers 
are eating at the same time, that 
doesn’t leave enough room for 
the 500-some students to sit. 

The rules about lunch one 
and lunch two aren’t followed, so 
really up to 300 students can need 
seats at lunch. These rules will end 

“People just 
need to be more 
inviting.”

–Jacob Joseph

up forcing people to eat outside 
the room, or not eat lunch at all. 

Freshman Jacob Joseph 
said that it’s not up to the admin-
istration to make the lunchroom 
more inclusive. “People just need 
to be more inviting,” he said. 

A common response among 
students and faculty was that 
there needs to be clearer commu-
nication between both divisions. 
Students claim that faculty need 
to be more clear as to what the 
rules are and why they are put in 
place, and students need to express 
their opinions and ideas more. 

KO is seen as an inclusive 
place by most, and that inclu-

“If the adminis-
tration expects 
students to follow 
a rule, then they 
should be able 
to clearly outline 
why the rule is 
pertinent,”
 –Jaden 

DiMauro

sivity needs to continue on into 
the dining hall. Students agree 
that these new rules and regula-
tions are not the way to do it. 

KO students enjoy lunch in the dining hall without the overcrowding of  too many people at each table. Photo courtesy 
of Aiden Borruso, ’20
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Cross country team 
races to the finish 
by J.J. Hurley ’24

The Middle School cross 
country team finished this past 
fall with a strong season, whose 
highlights include much shorter 
race times, large increases 
in distance, and vast overall 
improvement for each member. 

During the Middle School 
fall sports assembly, Head Coach 
Jane Repp said she was happy 

about the impressive number of 
runners on the team and praised 
everyone’s improvement, no matter 
their grade or level of experience. 

Unlike previous years, 
this time the co-ed team had 
many runners, all of whom 
were talented, hardworking, 
and dedicated to the sport. 

Because they finally had 
enough runners to score, the team 
was able to place competitively. 
“Last year we weren’t able to score 
as much because…we weren’t 

able to have full teams. This year 
we were able to score,” Assistant 
Coach Meghan Farrell said. “The 
girls and boys did pretty well.”

On top of having more 
runners, Coach Farrell said she 
believes that the team improved a 
lot from last year. “The team has 
been prepared and ready to run, 
and we increased our mileage,” 
she said. “Last year we normally 
ran two miles each day, and this 

year we have been able to run an 
average of three miles on average.” 

Eighth-grader Luke Daugh-
tery, a three-year veteran runner 
who has taken a leadership role 
on the team this year, said he 
thought his toughest school oppo-
nent was definitely Renbrook. “[At 
Renbrook] there is a hill that you 
have to run up and down, and they 
were trained for that,” he said.

Seventh-grader  Sasha 
Dausey, a two-year runner 
and standout athlete, said she 

agreed with Daugherty that 
Renbrook was their toughest 
rival to beat but said it was also 
her favorite team to race against. 

“There was a boy from 
Renbrook that was really fast, 
and I was always a few feet 
behind him. It was fun because 
he kept me going,” she said. 

Dausey is known to always 
put her best foot forward and 
keep going, which has paid off 

several times throughout the 
season as she even placed 20th 
out of 120 runners in one race. 

Besides having a large 
group of returning runners, KO 
cross country looks forward 
to dominating in the next few 
years due to the leadership, 
talent, and fast times in the sixth, 
seventh, and eighth grades.

This successful season has 
really given them the momentum 
with which they can prepare for 
upcoming seasons moving forward. 

Eighth-grader Madison Bromberg stays focused and determined while running on the trail. Photo by David B. Newman. 

Boys soccer 
finishes 6-3-1 
by Tommy Vumbeck ‘24

The Middle School boys 
A soccer team finished this year 
with a spectacular winning season, 
establishing a record of 6-3-1. 

This record continues the 
team’s streak of consistently 
racking up winning seasons.

Head Coach Andy Krugman 
said he is proud of the team’s 
performance this season, espe-
cially considering that the team 
played some competitive oppo-
nents. “We have played a mix of 
skill leveled teams this year. We 
beat the teams we should have 
beat, and we lost to all of the teams 
that were better than us in hard-
fought battles. The game against 
Foote was an example,” he said.

Even the loss against Har-Bur 
turned into a positive experience, 
according to Coach Krugman. 
“The game that we lost vs. Har-Bur 
was our best game,” he said.

Eighth-grader JJ Hurley 
was new to soccer and liked 
his introduction to the game. “I 
think Mr. Krugman has made 

it very enjoyable,” he said. 
He also said he learned 

h o w  t o  p l a y  a n  i m p o r-
tant  posit ion,  on defense, 
that helped the team greatly. 

Coach Krugman looks 
forward  to  working  wi th 
players that will return next 
year. “There is an expecta-
tion that they [the returning 
players] will know the culture 
of being a year older,” he said. 

The boys team hydrates before the start of the game. Photo by David Newman.

“We have played 
a mix of skill 
leveled teams this 
year. We beat the 
teams we should 
have beat, and 
we lost to all of 
the teams that 
were better than 
us in hard-fought 
battles.” 
–Coach Krugman

What is clear is that boys 
soccer will continue to excel 
under Coach Krugman’s strong 
leadership and with strong 
returning players next season.
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This year the  Middle School 
field hockey team achieved a 
successful season with an unde-
feated record of 9-0. The team, 
which consists of an equal mix 
of sixth, seventh, and eighth-
graders, has been lead for the 
past decade by Head Coach 
Meredith Crowther, as well as 
Assistant Coach Sarah Nolan. 

Out of all nine games, 
the team’s favorite one was 
against the intimidating West 
Hartford Field Hockey League, 
in which the Wyverns came 
through with a victory despite 
the opposing team consisting of 
solely experienced eighth-graders. 

This, along with all the other 
wins for KO, only brought more 
power and motivation to the girls, 
who have improved tremendously 
this year.  “More important than 
an undefeated season is just the 

level of improvement throughout 
the season, and they all elevated 
their game,” Coach Crowther said. 

“I think their confidence has 
changed,” she continued. “Every 
year we have a new group of 
players, whether they are in sixth, 
seventh, or eighth, and they are 
always doing their best to remain 
confident.” Coach Crowther 
elaborated that learning to deal 
with competition against different 
schools and the variety of drills 
during practice enables players 
to feel positive about their play. 

This approach has proven 
to hold especially true with this 
year’s team. Eighth-grader Chelsea 
O’Donnell, who has played since 
she was in sixth-grade, said she 
was happy with both her team’s 
and her own improvement this 
year. “It was awesome and the 
best season ever for me. It’s been 
fun,” she said. She explained that 
she has brought all her effort each 

game and practice, and noticed 
she has been playing as well as 
she hopes to every time she picks 
up her stick. “For example, in a 
practice session, I hit an 84-yard 
drive, and I got to play every 
minute of every game,” she said. 

Similarly, eighth-grader 
Emma Barringer said she was 
impressed with how the season 
progressed, as well. “All the 
repetition and practice helped 
improve my confidence and skill 
for the games,” she said. “All of 
the games and practices were 
memorable for me. The whole 
season was [one] to remember.”

Looking to next year, a plen-
tiful number of talented returning 
players will fill the spots of the 
eighth-graders. These past few 
months have served as a corner-
stone for learning fundamental 
skills and improving the future of 
the team, and the winning streak 
is sure to continue next season.

Field hockey ends 
season undefeated

by Jaden Smith ’24

The Middle School field hockey team prepares for another victory with high enthusiasm. Photo by David Newman. 

Girls soccer shoots, scores
by Ava Cashman ‘24

Despite losing many eighth 
grade starters from last year, the 
Middle School girls A soccer 
team posted a phenomenal 2019 
season, finishing with a 5-1 
record. Falling 4-2 in their first 
game against Har-Bur Middle 
School, the team bounced back 
and won the following five games. 

Head Coach Kyle Chapman 
credited the team’s success to their 
strong leadership skills this season. 
He mentioned eighth-graders Ava 
Leshem, Sophia Radmanovich, 
Georgia Louis, and Kelly Step-
nowski, and seventh-grader Emily 
Knowles as key leaders of the 
team. “Sophia, Georgia, Emily, 
and the whole team has just been 
very enjoyable to watch them play 
soccer, so it’s been great,” he said.

Coach Chapman a lso 
praised Assistant Coach Hikmet 
Aslan for helping the girls work 
on their touches, finishes, and 
ball control, and he believed 
that it was a crucial factor in 

B soccer team ends 
season on high note

After a rocky first game, 
the Middle School intramural or 
B soccer team bounced back and 
was undefeated. Led by Coach 
Josh Garrison, the season ended 
with a respectable 2-1-1 record.

Coach Garrison raved about 
the team’s season. “It went quite 
well. We had a lot of people who 
were very new to soccer, and I 
think we exceeded our expecta-
tions,” he said. Not only did the 
team perform well in games, but 
they also did well in practice. 

“[The players were] prob-
ably one of the most enthusiastic 
bunches of kids out there. They 
might not be the most skilled 
and have the most experience, 
but they have tons of fun playing 
and that’s what I value,” he said.

Eighth-grader Ted Simons 
agreed the season went well. “Our 
first game we lost by a blowout 
score, but then we got it together 

and won the rest of our games,” 
he said. Not only were the players 
proud of their effort on the field; 
they also praised Garrison’s 
coaching. Sixth-grader, Lia Prahl 
felt Coach Garrison’s coaching was 
reflected in games. “He’s a really 
good coach. He listens to what you 
have to say, he doesn’t rush you 
on anything. He’s very kind and 
a really good teacher,” she said. 

According to Prahl, no one 
should be hesitant to join the team. 
“A lot of people say, like grades, 
people don’t like having B’s, but 
the B team is actually really nice 
because there’s a lot of people there 
that aren’t trying to really show off 
their soccer skills but learn about 
[soccer] with other people who also 
need to learn a bit more,” she said.

Thanks  to  the  g rea t 
team spirit, the season was a 
blast. With Coach Garrison 
leading the pack, there’s no 
doubt the team can keep up the 
winning streak into next season. 

by Owen Caligiuri ’24

Football triumphs

the girls’ skill development. 
“Hikmet is a genius. He’s 

awesome with the girls and all their 
success has been because of how 
he’s made them feel and what we’ve 
done in practice, and it’s just been 
really, really enjoyable,” he said.

Although the team had an 
exciting season all around, Coach 
Chapman considered their win 
versus Renbrook to be a highlight. 
“We were actually down so many 
players, including Georgia, Sophia, 
and Emily, so we had to really 
plug a lot of holes with people 
that were not normally asked to 
score goals and play defense. 
We actually took kids from other 
teams to fill in, and so it was a 
very exciting game. We won 2-1 
and I think those other girls that 
don’t normally score all our goals 
got to experience what that was 
like, so that was great,” he said.

Eighth-grader midfielder 
Sophia Radmanovich agreed with 
coach Chapman’s emphasis on 
leadership. “When I was in sixth 
grade I looked up to the eighth- 

graders, and over the course of the 
last three years, I just learned about 
being a leader on the team and 
being a good teammate,” she said. 

Sixth-grader midfielder 
Lindsay Stepnowski praised the 
eighth graders’ leadership this 
season. “They show the sixth 
graders how to be a teammate 
and work together,” she said.

Coach  Chapman  has 
some worries about losing many 
eighth-graders for next season 
but is excited to take on the chal-
lenge. Many of their strong rising 
eighth-graders are considering 
playing on the [Upper School] 
varsity team, which would make 
it even more difficult to rebuild 
for their upcoming season. 

“Even with our top returners 
they might not even be on our 
team, so there are a lot of unan-
swered questions and that’s 
exciting. My younger daughter 
will be coming next year, and 
I’m hoping to see that she makes 
the team and I get to have that 
experience as a dad as well.”  

by Jillian Alexander ’24

The Middle School football 
team achieved a victorious season, 
winning all five of their games 
thanks to the leadership of their 
Head Coach Matthew Kocay and 
Assistant Coach Beau Macksoud. 

Each time the team came 

together, every player was able 
to learn new plays and skills 
that led their way to victory. 

Coach Kocay has been 
a football coach for more than 
twenty years, and he hopes to 
coach for even longer. “I think 
that I want to continue to coach 
football for as long as I have 
the energy to do it,” he said. 

With his seasoned expe-
r ience,  Coach Kocay was 
able to brainstorm new strate-
gies, including emphasizing 
teamwork,  that  proved to 
be very useful this season. 

Eighth-graders Jack Decker 
and Owen Caliguiri gave props to 
Coach Kocay for inspiring their 
team to work together. “Kocay, he 
always has us out there working 
hard. We do one pair of jumping 
jacks that help us stay together 
as a team,” Decker explained. 
“The football team is an abso-

lute unit. Kocay teaches us the 
plays, tells us what to do, how 
to tackle; he does a lot for us.”

Caliguiri couldn’t agree 
with Decker more. “I feel like 
Coach Kocay has a really good 
coaching style where he’s strict 
so you can’t do anything goofy 
or joke around. He’s straight to 

the point, and he has a really good 
game plan every game, so he’s a 
really prepared coach which I feel 
like helped us win,” Caliguiri said.

Coach Kocay said he 
always encourages new and expe-
rienced students to join the foot-
ball program. “Most of the kids 
are all new to it, and I get really 
excited that they are willing to 
come out and try it when it’s 
something that’s hard and a lot of 
work,” he said. Coach Macksoud 
agreed and said he believes that 
both new and returning players 
are sure to learn the merits of 
hard work, teamwork, and effort, 
which are the team’s strategies 
for winning as much as possible.

With a large number of 
players returning to the team 
next year, the coaches look to 
improve their game plans even 
more so that the team is bound to 
have another successful season. 

 Eighth- grader Adam Merrit runs for another touchdown. Photo by David 
Newman. 
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In her dual role as a 
supportive team leader and a 
champion athlete, eighth-grader 
outside hitter Ava Cashman has 
exemplified team play as she 
guided her volleyball team to 
achieve the Middle School’s 
best record in program history.

 For her zealous efforts, 
Ava was nominated by her 
coaches as a stand out player 
who represented her team well. 

Cashman praised the way 
the team developed their game-
play throughout the season.

 “It was great seeing how 
much everyone has grown because 
there were a ton of new players this 
season,” she said. “We began the 
season with several shy players, 
but throughout the games and the 
season [I liked] seeing people make 
their first serve over or giving great 
passes. It’s those little moments 
throughout the season.” Cashman 
added that the  Middle School team 
had a fun season, and she enjoyed 
the light-hearted environment. 

C a s h m a n  f e e l s  s h e 
does her best to boost the 
team’s culture and optimism. 

“At practices, I am always 
just trying to keep being posi-
tive because I know sometimes 
people can get stressed while 
adapting a new skill,” she said. 
“That is why I am always encour-
aging on the court especially 
during games and practice.” 

Head Coach Stacey Tomkiel 
defines Cashman as a positive, 
motivated, and tough competitor. 

“Ava is always willing to 
lead a drill and acts by example by 
listening to the coaches and is also 
a team cheerleader too,” Coach 
Tomkiel said. “She is always on 
the court cheering for other kids, 
or if she is taken out of a game, 
she is screaming on the sidelines 
for those who are playing. She 
has a really positive attitude and 
awesome serve; she is always 
communicating with her team-
mates and is someone who doesn’t 
get down on herself.  Ava is a great 
leader during practice, but also 

has the skills to back it up too.” 
Assistant Coach Samantha 

Cassidy said that Ava’s willing-
ness to set a strong example 
and dedication to the sport are 
reasons for her nomination. 

“Ava has been in the 
program for all three years. She 
works hard outside of school as 
well, to continue practicing volley-
ball, even helping the other players 
with their skills during practice and 
always willing to demonstrate a 
play or drill,” she said. “On the 
court, she is always showing by 
example, really goes about prac-
ticing her techniques, and always 
calls the ball, which is helpful for 
the other players to see and mimic... 
she leads by example.” 

Seventh-grader teammate to 
Cashman, Niamh Foley, praised 
Ava for her excitement and lead-
ership on the court. “Ava is a 
huge part of our team and I think 
everyone on the team can agree 
with that,” she said. “She has taught 
me a lot, she knows how to lead 
the team and work us, while still 
keeping it fun. She is strong and 
competitive but keeps it goofy.” 

The team wrapped up 
the season with a solid 4-1 
record,  with contributions 
from all levels of players. 

Cashman is already thinking 
of next year. “I will truly miss the 
team,” Ava said, “but I definitely see 
myself playing volleyball in high 
school, and I am already looking 
forward to it. Go Wyverns!”

T h e  M i d d l e  S c h o o l 
field hockey team wrapped 
up a spectacular, undefeated 
season, scoring 30 goals in total, 
while only giving up three. 

Eighth-grader center-mid 
Olivia Gordon, played a huge 
role in the season’s outcome, 
scoring three goals of her own 
along with six assists. For her 
efforts, she was nominated by 
the coaches as a standout player. 

Head Coach Meredith 
Crowther, who has had the plea-
sure of coaching Gordon for 
two years, noted how essential 
Gordon’s position of center-mid is 
to the game. “The center mid posi-
tion which a lot of time she plays 
is such a critical position for the 
movement of the game both defen-
sively and offensively, so with her 
being there with her stick skills 
and game sense, she really has 
been able to distribute the ball out 
to the sides and up to our forwards 
which effectively helps us get 
to the goal and score,” she said.

Assistant Coach Sarah 
Nolan complimented Gordon for 
her positive attitude. “I think she 
always keeps the team’s morale 

up,” she said. Coach Crowther 
agreed and added that Gordon is 
a consistently selfless player. “If 
she has an opportunity to pass or 
shoot, but the pass is the better 
option, she passes because she 
knows that that shot is going to 
be a better option from the other 
person,” she said. “She is the 
nucleus of the folks on the team.”

Gordon loves the fast pace of 
field hockey. “I like running with 
the ball, shooting, and passing,” 
she said. According to her team-
mates, Gordon has fulfilled that 
goal. Seventh-grader defender, 
Macey Kotowitz, admired Gordon 
for always staying positive. 

“She just makes my day 
better, a lot,” she said. Eighth-
grader veteran defender Chelsea 
O’Donnell agreed with Kotowitz. 
O’Donnell also added that on 
the field, Gordon is a big help 
to the defense as well. “If she’s 
playing mid, I know that she 
will always recover and come 
back and help us,” she said.

Gordon has surely set a good 
example on and off the field for her 
teammates. With her strong deter-
mination and positive attitude, 
there is no doubt that Gordon will 
have continued athletic success. 

A standout runner on the 
Middle School cross country 
team, eighth-grader Jaden Smith, 
contributed well to the team’s 
extremely strong season this year. 

Knowing this was his last 
season in Middle School, Smith 
wanted to finish with as much 
improvement as possible while 
serving as a leader of the team. 

His times decreased and 
he came in first place for KO on 
numerous occasions and as a result. 

With much admiration 
and support from his team-
mates, his accommodating and 
encouraging attitude in practices 
and meets have helped improve 
the spirits of the entire team. 

Assistant Coach Megan 
Farrell, in her second year of 
coaching the team, praised 
Smith’s competitive nature, 
as well as his displays of 
consideration and leadership. 

“He might be the only 
runner that has gone to every 
single meet, and that plays into 
how much he has improved. I 
think the younger runners see him 
as putting an effort in,” she said. 

Coach Farrell has worked 

closely with Jaden as they both 
were new to KO cross country last 
year. Having the pleasure of being 
his advisor, Coach Farrell has often 
seen his positive and humorous 
manner on and off the field. 

Both Coach Farrell and 
Head Coach Jane Repp appreciate 
Smith’s leadership and enthu-
siasm during meets and practices. 

“One of the things that 
makes Jaden stand out is that 
he is ready to run and he has 
been a leader on the team and 
has improved over the seasons. 
He helped by leading warmups 
and he is at every single cross 
country meet,” Coach Farrell said. 

Smith takes responsibility, 
as well, by volunteering every day 
to help conduct dynamic stretches. 

Smith pushes himself to be 
a remarkable and positive influ-
ence on all different runners. 

In practice, Smith always 
reaches out to other players and 
tries to help them develop their 
running strengths and techniques. 

“I was a leader because 
now, an eighth-grader on the team 
and has run for two years, I like 
being able to help the younger kids 
find their way and love for cross 
country. Being able to help them 

in practices if they had a question 
making them feel free to ask me 
or in a meet, if they need some 
encouragement because they were 
nervous, I would always offer it. 
It’s about a team effort, and being 
able to do your best,” he said. 

Smith enjoys traveling to 
different locations during prac-
tices. “Scenery plays an important 
role in my performance; it makes 
me push myself more when I can 
see new things every day,” he said. 

N o t  o n l y  i s  S m i t h 
praised by his coaches, but 
by his teammates as well. 

Audrey Karasik, a fellow 
eighth-grader cross country runner, 
only joined the cross country team 
this year, and Smith has already 
done his part to impact her season. 

“Well, he’s definitely a 
good runner, for starters, but 
he’s more than that. He is super 
kind and is always looking out 
for the team. He is just a really 
great teammate,” she said. 

The Middle School cross 
country team will miss Smith next 
year as he continues his running 
career in the Upper School. 

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  t e a m 
knows he will be successful and 
contribute much in future seasons. 

The KO middle school 
boys A soccer team wrapped 
up their season successfully, 
finishing with a record of 6-3-1. 
The only three-year veteran, 
eighth-grader sweeper Cole 
Banning, was prominent among 
those leading the team to victory.

Head Coach Andy Krugman 
had high praise for Banning. “On a 
game to game basis, that kid does 
not have off days. He just always 
gives one hundred percent. He leads 
this team by example,” he said.

 Banning has been playing 

for the defense since his first year 
on the team. He was selected for 
the team by Coach Krugman when 
he was in sixth grade, and has 
stood out since then. “He’s really 
smart. You know, he plays a posi-
tion that a lot of teams don’t play, 
so he fits our style and he knows 
our needs. He knows where he 
should be, he knows the angles, 
and he just knows how to play the 

position,” said Coach Krugman.
Banning enjoys and excels 

at his position, which is sweeper 
in the defense. Seventh-grader 
midfielder Graham Wiggen-
hauser commended his sweeper. 
“Cole always holds that back 
line. He has a big leg to take 
the free kicks, and he is a nice 
locker room presence,” he said.

Wiggenhauser has only 
known Banning for one year, but 
his impact on the team was imme-
diately obvious. “I think that 
our team would not be nearly as 
good without Cole, skills-wise, 
and just the support he brings 
to the team every day,” he said.

Eighth-grader goalkeeper, 
Alex Levin, praised Banning as 
a key factor to the success of the 
soccer team. “I think he really 
took charge of the defense and our 
team took him as a role model. He 
was the core of our defense. He 
helped on clears, he played very 
good positionally, and overall 
he was just a great defender. 
Everyone on the team took him 
as an example for that,” he said.

Banning’s soccer season 
may be over for this year, but 
Coach Krugman thinks that he has 
a future to look forward to on the 
soccer field. “He is definitely a kid 
who will play high school soccer. 
He will definitely play in the Upper 
School. It is just a question of if 
he will play JV or varsity, and 
the only thing that can hold him 
back would be his age,” he said.

Cashman stands out 
on the volleyball court

Banning, a 
soccer star

Olivia Gordon 
scores great goals

Jaden Smith leads way for 
strong cross country team

by John Kumpa ’24by Victoria Layden ’24

by Ashley Buckingham’24 by Emma Barringer ’24

“She has a really 
positive attitude 
and awesome 
serve; she is 
always commu-
nicating with her 
teammates and 
is someone who 
doesn’t get down 
on herself.” 
     –Coach Tomkiel

 

“On a game to 
game basis, that 
kid does not have 
off days.”  
 –Coach Krugman
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Coaches in the 

Spotlight

Mr. Cannata

by Joe Sabia ’24
James Livingstone ’24, 

and Madison Bromberg ’24

Steve Cannata has been an 
athletic trainer for 40 years, with 
36 of those years at KO. In addi-
tion, he has been the varsity base-
ball coach for the past 20 seasons. 

Students who have had 
the misfortune of being hurt and 
have gone to Mr. Cannata have 
found him warm and welcoming.  
Eighth-grader football player 
Carter Dyreson visited Mr. 
Cannata for an arm injury.  “He 
was kind and nice,” he said.

Mr. Cannata is never bored in 
his job because something is always 
happening in the trainer’s office. 

“It’s interesting because you 
never know what’s going to happen. 
You don’t know when some-
body’s gonna get hurt and what 
the injury is gonna be. You gotta 
be prepared for everything. No two 
are the same because each day is 
different and new. So it’s never 
boring. There’s always new things 
to learn and keep up on,” he said. 

Mr. Cannata has seen 
injuries ranging from broken 
femurs to concussions and is 
always prepared for any injury.

Being a trainer also has 
social benefits and the chance to 
be part of a community. “What I 
like best about being a trainer is 
that I get to deal with a lot of the 
athletes and get to know them, 
as well as I get to go outside and 
go to all the games,” he said.

Thanks to Mr. Cannata, 
everyone will have a safe and 
fun season for the rest of the year 
and the years to come. However, 
if a player does end up getting 
hurt, he or she will have a great 
trainer to help them heal faster as 
well as being helpful and friendly 
to all players who go to him.

Coach Chapman 
Middle School English 

teacher and Coach Kyle Chapman 
has held many different coaching 
roles in the past at KO. From 
serving as the girls varsity basket-
ball coach to the Middle School 
football coach, he’s basically done 
it all. However this past fall, this 
experienced coach wandered into 
unknown territory as the Middle 
School A girls soccer coach. 

Although this was his 
first time coaching the team, 
he led the girls like a seasoned 
veteran, finishing his first season 
with a record of 5-1, with the 
team’s only loss coming in a 
close game against the very 
talented Har-Bur Middle School.

Coach Chapman describes 
himself as the type of coach 
who considers his players’ 
needs first. “I’m more of a 
supportive coach, and I always 
try to ensure that everyone is 
having a good time and they 
know what’s going on,” he said.

Eighth-grader forward 
Georgia Louis and eighth-grader 

right mid Sophia Radmanovich 
both appreciate the way Mr. 
Chapman runs practice. “He 
always brings positive energy 
to the field,” Radmanovich said. 
Louis agreed. “He always brings 
fun to practice by letting us 
play World Cup instead of just 
doing drills every day,” she said. 

Seventh-grader center mid 
Emily Knowles felt the rookie 
coach conducted himself like 

Coach Repp
Middle School math teacher 

and cross country Head Coach, 
Jane Repp has been coaching 
cross country at the middle 
school for at least 10 years. 

In previous years, she has 
coached soccer, volleyball, basket-
ball, and softball; however, Coach 
Repp’s passion is running and 
cross country. As a student, she 
played field hockey in high school; 
she began running after graduating 
college. Coach Repp loves running 
because she enjoys spending 
time outside and exercising. 

Coach Repp continues 
coaching cross country because 
it’s a different kind of sport 
and more l ike swimming. 

“Everybody is supporting 
each other and helping each 
other be better, but everybody’s 
also focused on how they can 
better themselves,” she said. 

As a cross country coach, 
Coach Repp does her best to 
teach runners proper form. 

“ I  some t imes  fo rge t 
about making sure to teach 
breathing because to me it’s 
so normal to breathe when 
I ’ m  r u n n i n g , ”  s h e  s a i d . 

Coach Repp also focuses on 
teaching new runners to pick their 

knees up while running. “It’s about 
really almost fighting your body’s 
impulse to stop and walk,” she said. 

While at meets and prac-
tices, Coach Repp enjoys watching 
the runner’s progress throughout 
the season. “We notice if some-
body even if they aren’t running 
faster, they are running stronger, 
their form is better or they can run 
farther,” Coach Repp said. She finds 
it interesting to observe runners 
improve their times throughout 
their middle school years.

Runners on the team 
appreciate practices that Coach 
Repp plans out. A new seventh 
grader to the team, Jessica 
Mulligan said that Coach Repp 
mixes up practice routines. 

“Mrs. Repp works really 
hard to have interesting practices 
that are very diverse. We go to 
the reservoir, Elizabeth Park, 
and we do a bunch of different 
campus runs. She works very 
hard to make us better runners 
,and she pushes me to get faster 
and faster each practice,” she said. 

Also new to the team, 
eighth-grader Tommy Vumback 
likes the advice she gives before 
a meet. “She shows us the course 
and tells us what spots we have to 
run on our toes or heels,” he said. 

Part of the team’s success 
can be attributed to Coach Repp’s 
strong knowledge of the sport. 
Thanks to her expertise, the team 
had a fantastic 2019 fall season.

Lights unite
by Alex Levin ’24

This year KO students have 
enjoyed many entertaining ways 
to grow as a community. Some of 
the fun events this year were the 
games under the lights. It seemed 
everyone had a great time at both 
night games. These events also 
brought friends, students and fami-
lies from the entire school together.

Eighth-grader  Griff in 
O’Shaughnessy enjoyed the 
games a lot. “The game was a 
great community activity; there 
were many people there, you could 
get food, watch the game and hang 
out with your friends,” he said. 

The Middle Schoolers had 
an exciting time at the games 
which brings up the question, what 
about a spring game under the 
lights for the middle school teams?

“That would be great 
for middle school sports,” said 
O’Shaughnessy. “Especially 
lacrosse in the spring is a big deal, 
and people want to watch it.” 
Eighth graders Charlotte Sorensen 
and Sophia Radmonovich were 
also very supportive of this idea. 
“The team playing would have 
to be lacrosse,” Sorensen said. 
“That would be really fun.”

According to Director of 
Athletics Debbie Fiske, this is 
not out of the question.“I’m up 
for anything that gets the students 
excited about making their experi-
ence at KO better, but the problem 
with the spring is that it gets darker 
later which causes the problems of 
how late the game will go as well 
as the expense of the lights,” said 
Mrs. Fiske. “It becomes a more of 
a “bang” for your buck scenario.”

Students also realize the 
challenges in achieving this goal. 
“That would be great if we can get 
around to getting that to happen,” 
said O’Shaughnessy. “If we really 
push for it starting now we could 
probably get that to happen.” 

Even if KO is unable to 
schedule a game at nightime, 
there could still be other options. 
“With the SAAC group for the 
Middle School, we could get it 
to be student driven, and we are 
always looking for ideas that 
get excitement and commu-
nity together,” said Mrs. Fiske. 

Regardless of the time 
of day, a school wide athletic 
event would be fantastic for 
school spirit and promoting more 
connections between the Middle 
and Upper School students. 

by Audrey Karasik ’24

Despite playing competi-
tively for only a few years, the 
Middle School volleyball team 
crushed the competition this 
season with an overall record 
of four wins and one loss. 

In  add i t ion  to  the i r 
success ,  the  p layers  a lso 
had a good time together.

Head Coach Stacey Tomkiel 
said she was pleased with the team’s 
progress this season. “We came 
from behind, and we beat a really 
skilled team when we went against 
Rumsey. It was our last game, and 
we won by only two points to 
win three out of five,” she said.

Eighth-grader Jillian Alex-
ander is proud of the season and 
how well the team has played. 
“The season has gone great; we 
had our last game on Nov. 6, 
which we won;  it was very nerve-
wracking, but altogether, we’ve 
had five games and only lost 
one,” she said. “We had a really 
great season and it’s all due to the 
players on the team who really 
went after the ball. As a team, 
we have truly progressed a lot.”

Alexander said she loves 
being a part of the team, espe-

cially as a leader. “When we had 
the current sophomores, they made 
me feel like I was a part of the 
team, and that is what I am trying 
to do with the sixth-graders and 
some new seventh-graders. It’s 
nice to make them all feel like a 
part of the team, and it’s nice to 
feel like a role model to them so 
that they can always talk to you,” 
she said. “I want them to feel 
comfortable with the sport so that 
next year they can be someone 
that the new kids look up to.” 

Eighth-grade libero Allie 
Arcaro had a  similar view of 
the season. “It has been fun, and 
score-wise, we won all of our 
games except one,” she said. 
The one loss of the season was 

a veteran on the sidelines. “He 
gives off an ‘I’ve been a coach 
for a while’ vibe,” she said. 

Coach Chapman’s first 
season was a successful one, 
and he hopes to mimic that same 
success next year. That’s easier 
said than done, as the team will be 
losing many of their star players 
as they make their way into the 
upper school programs. He’s 
looking forward to seeing how the 
younger players on his team step 
up, and to coaching his younger 

daughter who will be coming into 
the program next year. For now, 
he’s shifted his attention to the next 
team he’s coaching, the Middle 

Coach Cannata looks on from the side-
lines. Photo by David Newman. 

Coach Repp smiles for the camera. 
Photo by Aiden Borruso ’20.

Coach Chapman rallies the team. 
Photo by David Newman. 

Volleyball serves victory
to Rectory’s high school team 
and even then,  Arcaro said she is 
incredibly proud of the way the 
team persevered throughout it.

As the team is mostly 
comprised of talented eighth-
graders, Coach Tomkiel said 
she is hoping the remaining 
players will step up next year. 

“Well, we are going to have 
a much smaller team; we are losing 
seven of our lovely Form 2 players 
who are moving on, so it’s going 
to be a year where we are going 
to hope to get some new players 
in and get the excitement up,” she 
said.  “But we’ve also  got some 
players that improved a lot over 
this year, so they will have a lot 
more playing time next year.”

Eighth-grader Jillian Alexander ‘24 bumps the ball. Photo by David Newman. 



20 Friday
December 13, 2019 MS Sports Sports Friday

December 13, 2019 21
KO S&D dives into new season

The boys and girls swim-
ming and diving teams look to 
bounce back after a loss in their 
season opener against a tough 
Hopkins team on Dec. 4. The 
Wyverns competed hard but even-
tually fell 89-71 to the Hilltoppers. 

“For the first meet of the 
season, I think it went really 
well,” sophomore Allison Wild-
stein said. “There were many 
close races and even some best 
times, which is an amazing 
way to start off the season.”

The girls team has a young 
roster this year, consisting of only 
two seniors and many under-
classmen. However, they make 
up for their youth with their talent 
and flexibility. “I would say that 
we are a very versatile team,” Head 
Coach Kata Baker said. “A lot of 
girls can swim a lot of different 
events, which is very helpful.” 

Despite the loss, the girls 
squad had some impressive show-
ings in their first meet of the season. 
Junior Risha Ranjan achieved 
first place in the 500, along with 
freshman Hanna Kraus who placed 
third. Senior Co-captain Cai 
Kuivila came in second place in 
the 50 freestyle, sophomore Stella 
Risinger placed second in the 100 
fly, and Wildstein earned second 
place in the 100 backstroke as well.

Another challenge the team 
faces is numbers, as most teams 
they face have more swimmers. 
With this disadvantage also comes 
limited swimmers for each event, 
which is why their versatility is key.

Something that the girls 

take pride in is their chemistry 
and support for one another. “The 
team chemistry is really good 
this year,” Risinger said. “The 
girls are really bonding and are 
super supportive of each other 
in every way, and the captains 
and returning swimmers do an 
awesome job uniting everybody.”

A typical practice for both 
teams will include three or four 
sets of a certain length, like ten 
100’s, and they all have to be 
done in a certain time or interval. 
During their interval training, the 
swimmers are usually focusing on 
a certain skill as well. However, 
as the team goes deeper into the 
season, they begin to specialize 
and have certain swimmers 
focus on one or a few strokes. 

“The end goal for now is 
for everyone to start swimming 
different events, figure out what 
events they want to do, and work 
on their skills,” Coach Baker said. 
“You really don’t know what you 
need to work on in practice until 

you race, and so racing gives us 
an opportunity to implement what 
we’ve been working on in practice.”

The KO girls swim team 
hopes to finish out 2019 strong, 
and come into 2020 even better. 
“Overall, this season is going 
to be a good one, and I see our 
team growing closer with every 
day the season brings,” Wild-
stein said. “During our upcoming 
invitational on December 14th, 
it will be exciting to see our 
team compete with more teams 
than one, as well as finish off 
strong before the new year.”

On Dec. 7, both the boys and 
the girls teams defeated Wilbraham 
and Monson by a large margin to 
secure their first wins of the season. 
Next Saturday, KO swimming and 
diving will compete in their annual 
KO invitational tournament, and 
then come into the new year with 
a matchup against Northfield 
Mount Hermon School on Jan. 
15. Following that meet, the boys 
and girls teams will take on Suff-

ield Academy and then Canterbury.
The boys team also competed 

very hard in their first meet against 
Hopkins. There were some great 
performances from seniors Ben 
Zamstein, Nick Traver, and Jamie 
Amell, who all had two second 
place finishes in their events. 
Freshman Eli Brandt placed first 
in the diving event, and sophomore 
Marrich Somridhivej achieved a 
new personal best in the 50 free.  

The boys team has many 
strengths this season including 
their enthusiasm and will-
ingness to try new things. 

“Everybody has to try new 
things every season like swimming 
new events or doing a different 
relay,” Head Coach Alex Kraus 
said. “As a whole, I would say 
there are a lot of people on the 
team that have an extra year of 
experience, which makes our team 
more experienced all-around.”

Similar to the girls team, 
they all share supportive attitudes 
and are always cheering each 

other on. “One of the team’s many 
strengths, I feel, is the incredible 
support we share for one another, 
not only during meets but on a day-
to-day basis,” junior Co-captain 
Walter Kraus said. “If we are in 
the middle of a particularly hard 
set or workout in practice, I will 
always see swimmers helping 
each other get through the prac-
tice and cheering each other on.”

Some challenges that swim-
mers always face are staying in 
shape and perfecting technique. 
“Challenges are always getting 
in shape by getting physically 
stronger, and stronger in terms of 
endurance,” Coach Kraus said. 
“Developing skills and tech-
nique is also very important.”

The team’s chemistry is 
another factor that has played 
a role in their success so far.  

“There is too much to be 
said about the chemistry of this 
team,” Kraus said. “With close 
quarters in the pool and locker 
room showers, the team sees a 
lot of each other. The Florida 
trip during Winter break also 
positively impacts the team.”

Having added some new 
players to the mix this season, 
the Wyverns look forward to the 
rest of the winter, and hope to 
do even better than last season. 

“The next couple of meets, 
people are looking to really set 
into the swim season and be back 
where they were towards the end 
of last year with their times,” 
junior Eden Nenshati said. “This 
season has a lot of promise to it 
with all of our swimmers eager 
to get better and improve.”

by Christian Pedro ’22

Hockey hopes to turn it around
by Keegan McMahon ’21

The boys varsity hockey 
team has been practicing for three 
weeks now, getting ready for a big 
season with hopes for breaking a 
.500 season. The team is led by 
Head Coach John Hissick and 
seniors wing Shane Dawson, center 
Karstian Lang, defender Aidan 
Marchand, wing Aiden Borusso, 
and goalie John McLaughlin. 

The team has many goals for 
the season, including continuing 
the momentum from last season 
since they finished the season with 
a record above .500 for the first time 
in many years. Another big goal for 
the team is to make Hockey Night 
successful, which means both 
raising money for Team Tobati 
and playing a great game as a team. 

“Wins are always impor-
tant, but we are younger this 
year, more so than in the past 
few years, causing us to need to 
develop our younger players so 
that they may contribute early 
on,” Coach Hissick said.  “We 
have a team goal of making the 
FAA league playoffs this year.” 

With only a couple of prac-
tices under the boys’ skates, they 
are building good team chemistry. 
“We have a lot of young players, 

but overall our roster is a little 
smaller than we would like,” 
McLaughlin said. This will help 
the team bond and also recognize 
their strengths and weaknesses.

“Everyone is also able 
to contribute in games and 
practices because of their low 

numbers,” McLaughlin said.   
Normal practices consist of 

fast-paced drills, lots of activity, 
and always improving on skills the 
team needs. Everyone gives their all 
at practice, and they are rewarded 
in the games with playing time. 

The team has many strengths 

because of their different skills 
levels. One of these strengths 
includes moving the puck very 
well. “The team needs to do a 
better job of attacking the offen-
sive end of the ice,” Coach Hissick 
said, “Creating opportunities to put 
the puck in the net will be critical.” 

This could help the team create 
second and third opportunities. 

The boys played Brunswick 
School on Wednesday, Dec. 4 
and did not pull a win out, losing 
7-1. The team played well and 
did not give up throughout the 
whole game. Junior defender Cohl 
D’Addabbo had the only goal of 
the game during the second period. 

The team is looking forward 
to their next few games after 
playing their home opener against 
Harvey on Saturday, Dec. 7. “It’s 
always exciting to play at home 
for the first time, even if it’s not 
necessarily a rivalry or a must-
win game,” McLaughlin said.
The team lost to Harvey 8-1, 
but the Wyverns played strong 
throughout the whole game.

“McLaughlin brings a lot 
to the team as the goalie and this 
being his fourth year starting in 
net. He works hard every practice,” 
Coach Hissick said. McLaughlin 
said that he started playing hockey 
at eight years old and became 
a goalie at thirteen. He has big 
hopes for the upcoming season.  

The boys’ next game 
is Wednesday, Dec. 15, at 
their home rink, the Crom-
well Skating Center. Come 
support your fellow Wyverns!

Junior Co-captain Risha Ranjan dominates the 100 butterfly against Wilbraham & Monson. Photo by David B. Newman.

Senior center Shane Dawson faces off against Harvey in the team’s home-opener. Photo by Julie Richardson. 
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JV teams start their seasons strong

With the beginning of 
the winter season, the various 
JV teams at KO have started to 
prepare for the upcoming season.  
After the first few weeks of prac-
tice, teams have finalized their 
roster and have started to prac-
tice. Many teams have had new 
and emerging players, and some 
have even picked up new coaches. 

Starting off with JV boys 
basketball, the team has a new 
Head Coach, Josh Barthelmess. 
Coach Barthelmess talked 
about his goals for the season. 
“Growth,” he said. “I want every 
player to grow and get better. I 
want to prepare as many players 
as possible for the varsity level 
and to build a team bond.” 

Coach Barthelmess said he 
plans to work on fundamentals. 
Whether that be ball handling, 
passing, or shooting, Coach 
Barthelmess wants to have every 
player be well-rounded. The JV 
boys basketball team had their 

first game on Friday, Dec. 6, 
against Westminster. The Wyverns 
went on to win the game 57-37. 

A typical practice starts out 
with a few fundamental drills, and 
then the rest of the time is split 
between offense and defense. 
After a few weeks of practice, 
one player in particular has stood 
out, freshman Josh Zukowski. 
Zukowski has demonstrated 
good basketball instincts as well 
as an amazing work ethic. “He 
really impressed me the first 
few days of practice,’’ Coach 
Barthelmess said. “I can’t wait 
to see what he does the rest of 
the season.” Overall, with a new 
coach as well as skilled players, 
JV boys basketball is looking 
to be an exciting team to watch. 

Secondly, the girls JV 
basketball team is looking strong 
as well, with six returning players. 
With over half the team returning, 
the team has been able to bond 
and play together quickly. “I 
want the team to learn to play 
together because they can accom-

plish more together rather than 
playing independently,’’ Head 
Coach Ronald Monroe said. 

He said that the older 
players have been helpful in prac-
tice, teaching and motivating the 
new players. “We have continued 
the work ethic from years prior,’’ 
Coach Monroe said. “This has set 
the tone for the younger players 
to play hard in practice as well as 
games.” The Wyverns had their 
first game on Thursday, Dec. 
5, against Taft. The Wyverns 
went on to win the game 43-17. 
Freshman guard Hailey Williams 
led the team in points, scoring 
14 in total. Sophomore guard 
Caroline Dawson also had an 
amazing game, scoring 11 points. 

Thirdly, the JV girls squash 
team started the season off with 
six returning players and six 
new players, most of whom had 
never played squash before. “It 
was hard at first having to teach 
new players the game on top of 
helping the returning players 
improve their game and strategy,’’ 

Head Coach Cameron Biondi said. 
After a few weeks of practice, 
however, the new players are really 
starting to improve to become 
excellent squash players. One 
player in particular is freshman 
Lucia Gomez. Gomez has never 
played squash before this season. 
However, she has improved 
immensely in such a short period 
of time, moving up to the number 
6 spot. Another player who has 
stood out is senior captain Anusha 
Memon. Memon is a dedicated 
player and a good captain, helping 
and supporting the new players.  

Looking forward in the 
season, the Wyverns hope to 
improve their mental toughness 
and not let bad moments ruin 
matches. The Wyverns also want to 
work on playing at the highest level 
possible. The JV girls squash team 
has their first game on Saturday, 
Jan. 11, against Millbrook. 

Lastly, the JV boys squash 
team has four returning players this 
season and a bunch of promising 
new players. With so many new 

players, practices have been domi-
nated by drills and fundamentals. 
The returning players have done a 
great job working with new players 
and helping them to improve their 
games. Out of the returning players, 
sophomore James Beerbower has 
stood out in practice.  Beerbower 
is focused, giving it a hundred 
percent every practice according 
to his teammates and coaches. 
“James is a dedicated player, and 
practices a lot,’’ junior Jaden Wein-
stein said. Another player who has 
stood out is senior Ben Iozzo. He 
has done a great job welcoming 
and coaching new players as 
well as continuing to improve his 
own abilities. Iozzo has been an 
amazing captain so far this season. 

As for the rest of the season, 
the JV boys squash team  want 
to help new players improve 
as well as continue the level of 
play and intensity of last season. 
The JV boys squash team has 
their first game on Wednesday, 
Jan. 11 against Westminster 
School and Berkshire School. 

by Conor Caneday ’21

Boys squash prepares 
for a winning season 
by Jaden Weinstein ’21

The varsity boys squash 
team is expected to have a 
successful season. The team has 
gained new members who will 
help lead the team with their 
success. So far the team has shown 
their talent in their first games in 
the WALKS Tournament, where 
each player showcased their skills.

 In the Walks tournament 
at Loomis, on Dec. 5, the Wyverns 
took on Avon, Westminster, Suff-
ield, and Loomis. “The tourna-
ment we played in was a good 
experience for the team before 
the league begins,” Head Coach 
Robby Lingashi said, “because it 
allowed some of our new as well 
as old varsity members to gain 
experience in match play and 
allowed the team to get a feel of 
what to expect in future games.” 

Senior Co-captain Nick 
Choo was excited with the outcome 
of the tournament. “Despite coming 
back from an extended Thanks-
giving break, the team fought hard 
against some of the best compe-
tition in the country,” Choo said.

Coach Lingashi said he 
believes the Wyverns are going to 
have a successful season because of 
the talent they have acquired from 
practice. “The team is working 
very hard, and they are training 
right, doing lots of drills prac-
ticing rails and boasts,” he said. 

The Wyverns practice 
everyday, mainly hitting the ball 
in drills which has made the team 
more experienced. “The whole 
team is solid, and there is not a 
big gap in skill level, and the team 
gets a lot out of practice,” Coach 
Lingashi said. This year, the 
Wyverns gained three very talented 

sophomores: Aidan Dillow, Henry 
Pelletier, and Carter Smith. With 
the addition of these players, they 
will contribute to the team’s depth, 
making the bottom of the ladder 
very strong. The team does not 
have a big drop-off in skill, which 
will really contribute to its success.

Choo said he agrees with 
Coach Lingashi about the depth 
within the team. “The determi-
nation and perseverance that 
the underclassman had during 
the offseason is going to lead 
to a very successful season 
and a strong team,” Choo said.

In practices, challenges 
occur weekly, where one player 
is able to challenge another to 
move up the ladder. Challenge 
matches have really shaped the 
ladder and have put the players 
in the place where they will 
be the most successful. Chal-
lenge matches are also beneficial 

because they allow the players 
to gain experience in match play 
and playing different players.

Coach Lingashi mentioned 
his goals of the season are to 
possibly move up to class B in 
order to play more challenging 
teams. He also wants to win the 
championship at the end of the 
season, which he thinks is possible 
if the team continues to push them-
selves, as well as if they are deter-
mined through the whole season.

“The outlook of the team this 
year is very strong, and we have 
a very strong team bond, which I 
think will really lead us to have a 
great season this year,” Choo said. 
He desires to win the New England 
championship this year, as they 
did last year, and he hopes to be a 
great mentor to the new, younger 
members of the squash team. The 
Wyverns’ next match is on Dec. 
14, against Williston Northampton.

Girls basketball 
wins first game
by Nick Traver ’20 

Head Coach Quinn O’Brien 
has a unique composition of players 
this season. He has four seniors, 
only one who has been on the 
team longer than two years, zero 
juniors, three sophomores, five 
freshmen, and a seventh- grader. 

It’s safe to say that this team 
hasn’t played with each other very 
much, and that can often lead to 
problems early on in a season. That 
didn’t happen for the Wyverns.

The  g i r l s  baske tba l l 
team opened up their season at 
Taft on Thursday, Dec. 5. In a 
hostile environment, the team 
rallied behind senior Captain 
Angelina Maselli who scored 
14 points. The game finished 
34-30 with KO ahead at the end.

The Wyverns then had their 
home opener on Saturday, Dec. 
7 against Williston Northampton 
School. This game came down to 
the wire, and unfortunantly KO just 
came up short, losing 55-50 in over-
time. Despite the loss, this was a 
well-played game by the Wyverns. 

“Everyone played their role 
and did what they were supposed 
to do,” senior Molly Jones said. 
She also credited sophomore 
Lindsay Bailey and seventh-
grader Emily Knowles on playing 
tremendous defense on Williston 
Northampton’s best player.

These games will hope-
fully serve as a springboard for 
the girls basketball team, espe-
cially after a tough season last 
year. Coach O’Brien decided to 
switch things up this season in 
the hope of bringing KO back to 
their winning ways. “We have 
decided to do some things this 
year that are new for everyone,” 

Coach O’Brien said. “It has helped 
bring about a spirit of cohesion.” 

The biggest change from last 
season to this season is the style 
of basketball that the girls team 
plays. Last season, a few players 
took the majority of the shots, 
but this season everyone plays 
together as a team. “Everyone 
has everyone’s back,” Jones said. 

She also added that the 
biggest improvement the team 
needs to make this season is 
gaining confidence in this new 
system of basketball. Jones said 
she was optimistic that once this 
young team begins to trust their 
shot and trust their touch when 
driving to the basket, that the 
team will drastically improve.

Coach O’Brien also compli-
mented his team on their willing-
ness to accept this change. “The 
team spirit and mature under-
standing that we are all in this 
together has really been helpful 
as we fight through learning 
new concepts in very limited 
time,” Coach O’Brien said.

One of the focal points of 
Coach O’Brien’s coaching philos-
ophy is team chemistry.He said he 
believes that no matter the record, 
if the team works and interacts 
with each other well that everyone 
will have a positive experience. 

The girls basketball team 
will continue their season with the 
KITs Quarter Finals this Friday 
at 7:00 p.m. vs. Capital Prep 
Harbor School in Hewett gym. 

And keep your eyes on 
the KITs this weekend. If the 
Wyverns win this game, they 
will play Saturday at 3:00 p.m. 
in Hewett gym, and if they reach 
the finals, that game will be on 
Sunday in Hewett gym at 1:00 p.m. Sophomore Henry Pelletier lunges for a ball. Photo courtesy of  Ben Baby ’22.
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Players of the
Moment:

by Nick Traver ’20 
and Jaden Weinstein ’21

Carter Smith
Sophomore Carter Smith is 

a very talented squash player, and 
he will be a great help to the team’s 
success, which is why he deserves 
player of the moment. Carter Smith 
has been playing squash since 
seventh grade. Last year, Smith 
played number two for JV, but 
since then he has practiced almost 
every day over the summer and 
was determined to make the 2019 
boys varsity team. His persever-
ance paid off as he is now playing 
at the number eight spot for varsity.

Smith worked hard during 
the offseason, which will help 
him win lots of games this season. 
“During the summer, I practiced 
with my teammate [sophomore] 
Henry Pelletier, during which we 
did drills and played games to 
prepare for the season as well as 
clinics run by our coach,” Smith 
said. Since Smith has practiced 
the whole summer, he has become 

an extremely talented player with 
lots of experience with the sport.

Smith is such an amazing 
player, due to his strong athletic 
ability. “One aspect of my game 
that contributes to my success is 
that I never give up, and I run to 
every ball no matter how hard 
they are to get to,” Smith said. He 
described how his determination to 
win really aggravated his opponent 
as he is able to get to almost every 
ball due to his speed and agility.

Smith is going to be a 
great addition to the team; being 
at the number eight spot, he is 
making the bottom of the ladder 
very strong, which will be a 
factor of the team’s success. “I 
am looking forward to practicing 
and playing matches with my new 
team, and I think that our depth 
is really going to contribute to 
the team’s success,” Smith said.

In the WALKS tourna-
ment at Loomis, on Dec. 5, the 
Wyverns took on the following 
squash teams: Loomis, Avon, 
Westminster,  and Suffield. 

In Smith’s game against 
Suffield, he was very controlled 
through the match and was 

focus on winning, which lead 
to him winning the first game 
11-3. In the second game, Smith 
played just as remarkable against 
his opponent, winning 11-7.

In Smith’s first game against 
Westminster he was down 7-4, but 
he did not allow the score to get 
the best of him. Smith persevered 
through the game and came back 
to win 11-8. Smith won the second 
match, being very composed and 
ending with a final score of 11-7. 
“Carter played exceptionally well 
in the tournament,” Head Coach 
Robby Lingashi said. “Although 
his opponents were very skilled, he 
gave it his all, and he won in a lot 
of his games.” Smith’s two other 
opponents, Avon and Loomis, 
both were very skilled. Smith 
ended up losing these games, 
but he played with his heart, 
creating a very competitive game.

“I am excited to have a 
competitive squash season and 
share many memorable memo-
ries with the team,” Smith said. 
Smith said he is excited for the 
season and he believes that the 
Wyverns have a good chance of 
winning New Englands this year.

Boys basketball secures first home win 
The boys basketball team 

currently has a 1-1 record after 
playing two very strong games, 
despite losing one of them. 

Speaking of familiar faces, 
the team is bringing back three 
of their five starters (senior 
forward Jackson Wolff, junior 
combo guard Carter Meshanic, 
and junior forward Hunter 
Meshanic) and two key players 
off the bench from last year 
(senior guard Calvin Schumacher, 
and senior guard Jordon Walker). 

In addition to the returners, 
a couple of talented new transfers 
have joined the jeam: freshman 
forward Gavin Griffiths who 
transferred in from Simsbury High 
School and junior point guard Ben 
Merritt who transferred in from The 
Master’s School in West Simsbury.  

Head Coach Brad Seaman 
talked about the team’s goals for 
the season. “Our tangible goals 
are winning the KIT champion-
ship, the  Class B championship, 
at the Boston Garden,” Coach 
Seaman said. “Our staff also 
wants our players to learn how 
to be great teammates, leaders, 
role-models, and most impor-
tantly to have fun and compete. 
We constantly preach to be 

present and to enjoy the moment.”  
Both the coaches and the 

players have been preparing for 
the season since the end of last 
year’s season. “Our offseason 
started immediately after last 
season ended. Some of our 
players participated in Strength 
and Performance in the spring, 
preparing their bodies to become 

stronger, faster, and overall more 
athletic,” Coach Seaman said. 
“We also had 34 Open Gym 
sessions for our incoming players 
to play against college players 
and alumni. Also, this summer 
most of our team went to a camp 
together, which allowed them to 
both play together and to spend 
time getting to know each other.”  

This year the team has an 
opportunity of a lifetime. On 
Jan. 25, they will be playing at 
the TD Garden, which is where 
the Boston Celtics play. This 
game will be played as part of a 
rivalry day where teams play a 
rival and, the profits made from 
this day go towards allowing 
kids with autism to participate 
in sports. The team will take on 
their rival Pingree at 6:00 p.m.

As of right now, the team 
looks to have many strengths. 
Merritt talked about what he feels 
are the team’s best strengths. 
“We have no trouble scoring 
the ball. Everyone can shoot the 
ball pretty well, and we have a 
couple of slashers that are great 
at finishing around the rim,” 
Merritt said. “Our other strength 
is team chemistry. Everyone on 
the team not only gets along well, 
but also are friends despite being 
together for such a short time.” 

The team also has a couple 
of weaknesses that need to be 
improved as the season goes on. 
C.Meshanic spoke on what he 
thinks the biggest weakness the 
team faces are. “As a team, we 
sometimes struggle with commu-
nication on defense, which leads to 
easy buckets for the other team,”  
C. Meshanic said. “However, as 

our team continues to grow closer 
and the newer players become 
comfortable in our system, I 
believe that our defense and 
communication will improve.”  

In the team’s first game at 
St. Andrews on Wednesday, Dec. 
4, they hung around for most of the 
game, but eventually St. Andrews 
pulled away to win 81-66. The 
KO team saw a familiar face in 
this matchup as KO alum Sean 
James (Class of 2019) is currently 
doing his postgraduate year at the 
school. Griffiths and C. Meshanic 
both had monster games, scoring 
31 points and 22 points respec-
tively. C. Meshanic also pulled 
down a team high seven rebounds.

The team bounced back 
with a massive victory over 
Wesminster on Friday, Dec. 6. 
The boys started out slow in the 
first half, only leading by five at 
halftime, but in the second half 
they outscored the Martlets by 21 
points, ending with the final score 
of 67-41. There were big perfor-
mances from H. Meshanic with 
22 points and 10 rebounds and 
C. Meshanic with 16 points and 
15 rebounds. Griffiths also added 
15 points and seven rebounds.

The team’s next game is 
home against AOF on Dec. 11. They 
look to extend their winning streak.

by Hunter Meshanic ’21

Carter hits a corner shot. Photo by David Newman.Angelina attacks. Photo by David Newman.

Angelina Maselli
The person at the helm, 

leading the girls basketball team, 
is senior point guard Captain 
Angelina Maselli.  

Head Coach Quinn O’Brien 
expressed how Maselli has really 
stepped up. “From organizing 
a group chat in order to stay in 
touch over break to pushing for 
a fall league and summer leagues 
to spending time after practice 
discussing coaching philosophy 
and questioning me in appro-
priate ways, she has stepped up 
as a leader, ” Coach O’Brien said. 

He added that Maselli really 
complements him well, being the 
voice of the team in the coach’s ear. 
“I believe that it is not about being 
right but about getting it right, and 
Angelina certainly helps me focus 
to that end,” Coach O’Brien said.

Maselli has had a very 
strong start to her senior campaign. 
In the team’s home opener against 
Taft, Maselli had a crucial 14 
points in the team’s close contest. 
She also made some clutch shots in 
the Williston Northampton match 
up as well, ending with 22 points.

Maselli has also been 
a big part in developing team 
chemistry. “I like the cohe-
sion we have shown early on,” 
Coach O’Brien said. “On and 
off the court she sets an example 
by constantly pushing herself 
and teammates to get better,” 
sophmore Natalia Correa said.

“It is vital that we lay the 
groundwork and emphasize the 
importance of team chemistry,”  
Coach O’Brien said. Maselli is a 
big part in creating this team envi-
ronment. She is also the only four 
year member of the varsity team. 
“What I like most about playing for 
KO is the culture and the competi-
tion,” Maselli said. She also stated 
that she has worked incredibly hard 
over the previous years to develop 
a good culture. And it worked. 
“She has helped lead the team by 
her positive attitude,” Correa said. 
Efforts like these are the reason 
that Maselli is a two year captain.

Maselli began playing 
basketabll in fourth grade and 
discovered her true passion in 
middle school. Maselli loves 
playing for KO. “What I like most 
about it, I couldn’t say just one 

Junior Hunter Meshanic struts his stuff. Photo courtesy of the Meshanic family.

thing,” Maselli said. “I just have 
a love for the sport.” She will be 
continuing her basketball career 
next year at the current Empire 
8 champions, Hartwick College.
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Coach of the Month: boys varsity 
basketball Head Coach Brad Seaman

Sneakers squeaking on the 
court, the whoosh of a ball going 
through a net, the blow of a whistle. 
All of these sounds have been a 
part of Brad Seaman’s life first 
as a player, and now as a coach. 
Boys basketball Head Coach Brad 
Seaman is the Coach of the Month 
for December because of his indi-
viduality as a coach.  

He has driven his players 
hard this year, leading the basket-
ball team to a 1-1 record in his 
second year as head coach. Before 
that, he was an assistant coach at 
KO for two years and worked as 
an assistant coach for years before 
that at the Brimmer and May 
School in Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

The summer of his freshman 
year, he officially started to 
coach when he coached an AAU 
team. This is probably what set 
him on the path to becoming 
a full-time coach as he got a 
taste of what it felt like to teach 
others how to play the game. 

Coach Seaman started 
working as an assistant coach at 

by Hunter Meshanic ’21

Girls squash swings to victory in season 
opener, beating Loomis and Suffield

The varsity girls squash 
team looks forward to a great 
season with high hopes. The Divi-
sion 5 reigning champions played 
their first game on Wednesday, 
Dec. 4 in the WALKS tournament. 

Junior Co-captain Isabel 
Berckemeyer said that going into 
this tournament, the team was 
pretty nervous as the team didn’t 
have a legitimate practice since 
last Monday. Despite the nerves, 
the team did fantastic. They beat 
Suffield Academy 4-3 and Loomis 
Chaffee School  4-3 but ultimately 
fell to Westminster School 5-2.

This team has lost only 
three seniors from last year and 
gained two new high schoolers 
and one new middle schooler. 

Head Coach Cameron 
Biondi said players would now 
have to move up the ladder and 
step up to the challenge. “I think 
the season is going pretty well 
so far considering we lost three 
seniors who were all in the top 
five of our ladder,” Berckemeyer 
said. “Players are really step-
ping up this year and putting 
the work in to become better.” 

Senior Amelia Levine 
said she agrees on the power of 
the youth of the team. “We lost 
three seniors last year that were 
high seeds, so everyone has to 
step it up this year,” Levine said. 

Coach Biondi said that the 
team did goal setting in the very 
beginning of the year, so they are 

coming into the season knowing 
what they need to work on. He also 
added that the team has good depth. 
“The middle of our team is really 
similar in levels, which is good 
in matches,” Coach Biondi said. 

A big goal of the team this 
year is resilience and mental forti-
tude. “The team is trying to be 
mentally strong during a match 
and persevering on without getting 

in their head,” Coach Biondi said. 
Berckemeyer echoed the 

importance of mental fortitude 
during matches. “Mentally, we 
are a really strong team this year, 
and we have all learned to fight 
through points and come back 
from losing,” Berckemeyer said. 

Another goal is for the 
younger players to rise up to the 
challenge and step up. Coach 

Biondi said that the team hopes to 
win the Division 5 championship 
again or even move up to become 
a division 4 team. “The goal of the 
season is to have really good sports-
manship and to be leaders on and 
off the court,” Berckemeyer said. 
“We are also looking to always 
give 100% and not give up.”

The team looks forward to 
playing Loomis Chaffee School, 

the Brimmer and May school his 
senior year of college at Suffolk 
University in Boston. He quit the 
basketball team this same year 
so that he could begin to pursue 
the next part of his journey with 
basketball and become a coach. 

The previous three years at 
Suffolk, he had been playing as 
a point guard and also a power 
forward when most of the team’s 
big men were injured and someone 
needed to step up to get rebounds. 

Coach Seaman’s coaching 
philosophy is similar to most 
coaches but also has more compo-
nents to it. “I want my kids to have 
fun and compete,” Coach Seaman 
said. “This is their high school 
experience, and we want them to 
look back in 5 or 10 years fondly 
of their time playing here at KO.” 

Junior forward Carter 
Meshanic talked about what he likes 
about Coach Seaman’s philosophy. 

“He likes for us to shoot a lot 
of threes and to run in transition, 
which is how the game is played 
now. I think it’s great because 
we play against a lot of teams 
whose coaches are stuck in their 

who they beat last year after 
a very long time. The also are 
eager to play Suffield Academy 
after losing to them last year. 

After placing eighth last 
year in the New England Cham-
pionship, the girls look to a great 
season. “We are a strong team 
again this year, and we hope 
to win another national cham-
pionship title,” Levine said.  

Coach Biondi hopes to 
work on communication between 
the players and the coach. “I 
am returning to the team this 
year, so I know the team and 
hopefully work to better the 
communication between me 
and them,” Coach Biondi said. 

Berckemeyer said she looks 
forward to a successful season. 
“I am looking forward to seeing 
what this team is capable of, and 
although they are a long way away, 
I am excited for Nationals and 
New England,” Berckemeyer said.

ways and make players play into 
a system rather than how they are 

used to playing. Coach gives us 
mostly free reign,” Meshanic said. 

This past year, after losing 
two starting guards and the team’s 
two leading scorers, Coach 
Seaman was able to go out and 
bring in some new talent to fill 
the massive shoes left behind. 
He brought in junior guard Ben 
Merritt and  freshman forward 
Gavin Griffiths who will both 
make an immediate impact this 
year. He also brought in a couple 
other young players who will be 
able to develop in the system and 
will make significant impacts 
on the team in years to come. 

Coach Seaman always 
wants the team to have lots of 
energy, whether it’s in practice or 
in warmups just before a game. 
“When we do our warmup drills, 
we have goals that we have to 
meet, and if we don’t get there, 
then we have to run,” Meshanic 
said. “The only way to make 
those goals is to support each 
other and to bring lots of energy.”

Coach  Seaman,  wi th 
his extensive basketball back-
ground, brings a lot to the 
basketball team and makes 
his players better each day. Head Coach Brad Seaman poses for a picture. Photo by Amelia Boardman ’20.

Junior Co-captain Isabel Berckemeyer hits an amazing shot against her opponent. Photo courtesy of David Newman.

by Kush Kataria ’20
“We lost three 
seniors last year 
that were high 
seeds, so everyone 
has to step it up 
this year.” 

–Amelia Levine 




