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“My job as a writer is to 
record the human experience so 
the reader won’t feel alone,” said 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author 
Elizabeth Strout to a rapt audi-
ence of students and faculty on 
Friday, Dec. 2.  Ms. Strout is KO’s 
34th Baird Symposium author.

“She’s an incredibly realistic 
writer who forces her readers to ask 
really important questions about 
very basic needs in life, like love 
and connection and coping with 
guilt and sorrow,” said this year’s 
Symposium teacher Jackie Rubin.  

“She refuses to let her 
readers judge any of her charac-
ters,” Ms Rubin said, “because 
she paints them so meticulously 
and realistically that you have 
[an] understanding for every 
single one. Even if they do ridicu-
lous or awful things, you can see 
where they’re coming from.”

All students in the Upper 
School as well as most faculty 
have read or are in the process of 

reading Ms. Strout’s most famous 
work, “Olive Kitteridge,” a collec-
tion of short stories about a small 
community in Crosby, Maine, 
held together by the large pres-
ence of the eponymous character.

“It’s her Pulitzer-Prize 
winner,” said Ms. Rubin.  She 
explained that “Olive Kitteridge” 
is an encapsulation of Ms. Strout’s 
writing style, which is based 
more on characters than on plot.  

At the assembly, Ms. 
Strout read an excerpt from her 
first novel, “Amy and Isabelle.”  
She then explained that she 
loves each and every one of her 
characters, even the predatory 
teacher depicted in that novel.  

“She has such an inter-
es t ing perspect ive  as  the 
person who actually wrote [the 
stories],” said senior Symposium 
student Connor O’Loughlin. 

Connor said that he and 
the rest of the Symposium class 
would bash certain characters, 
but it was interesting to hear Ms. 
Strout’s viewpoint since she said 

she loves all of her characters.  
Then, Ms. Strout answered 

students’ questions, ranging from 
topics like the use of sex and water 
as symbols, to the arrangement of 
the stories in “Olive Kitteridge,” 
to Ms. Strout’s writing process.

 “She is constantly in a sort of 
writer’s mode every single time she 
interacts with something as she’s 
going through her daily life,” said 
senior Symposium student James 
Witt. “She’s constantly being 
inspired by her environment.” 

Students said they were fasci-
nated by the exact way in which 
Ms. Strout’s novels took form.  
“She never writes her books from 
start to finish,” said senior Sympo-
sium student Bonnie Steinberg. 
“She does it in pieces.  This made 
me see how her novels fit together.  
It’s interesting to look back at 
her books and imagine Strout 
writing from that perspective.”

During the assembly, Ms. 
Strout said that, when it comes 
to her work, she is a perfec-
tionist, going through many 

drafts, ultimately trying to 
create the best possible work.  

She writes all of her work 
by hand, she said, on her large, 
messy desk. Only later does she 
transcribe her work to a computer.
She also said that does not like 
other people telling her how to 
write or what to write about.

Students said that meeting 
with Ms. Strout reinforced their 
perception of her work. “I think 
it’s really important to put a face to 
words and to [Ms. Strout’s] incred-
ible way of understanding human 
emotion,” said senior Sympo-

Strout shares her writing secrets

sium student Rose Esselstyn.  
As per tradition, a member 

of the Creative Arts Department 
created an artistic representation 
of the Symposium author’s work.  

This year, creative arts 
teacher Scott McDonald made a 
pencil sketch of a mason jar. “I 
wanted to depict something very 
ordinary, but draw in such a way 
as to make it extraordinary,” Mr. 
McDonald said.  He said that his 
drawing represents Ms. Strout’s 
work because she takes the seem-
ingly simple and mundane and illus-
trates its beauty and complexity. 

Elizabeth Strout engages with students about her work. Photo by Clay Miles

by Benjamin Small ‘19

Conservative club emerges post election
In the wake of the November 

election, the nation has had a 
wide reaction to the results, 
ranging from peaceful to violent. 

Meanwhile, our leaders 
in government such as Presi-
dent Barack Obama, have urged 
tolerance on both sides, and, in 
a video posted on Youtube by 
his transition team, President-
elect Donald Trump urged unity 
amid rising political tension.

On a more local level, Dean 
of Students William Gilyard sent a 
letter to students and families with 
recommendations regarding how 
to best hold productive and civil 
discussions about the election. 

In late November, a club 
was created with the purpose of 
encouraging thoughtful polit-
ical discussion. Founded by 
senior Jack Antico, the Conser-
vative Acceptance Club has 

already held two meetings with 
about 30 to 35 people attending. 

The club was formed in 
order to create a place where 
both liberals and conserva-
tives alike could feel comfort-
able sharing their ideas openly. 

“I think with a lot of other 
clubs on campus geared towards 
more liberal and left-leaning 
students, it’s just them talking to 
each other; there’s no diversity 
of opinion… [The Conservative 
Club] can be a place where the 
two sides come together to talk, 
which is my goal,” said Jack.

At its first public meeting, the 
club held an activity where students 
spoke about legalizing marijuana 
and private school vouchers, 
from both sides of the debate.

One of  the  members 
who attended the meeting was 
senior Spencer Altman, who 
said he was pleased to see a club 
that respected his perspective.

He said the club is a place 
where his opinions are welcomed. 
“The supporting majority of King-
swood people are Democrats, so I 
think that the Republican voice 
should be heard, as it will now be in 
Washington, D.C.,” said Spencer.

Sophomore Matt Safalow 
said that conservative students 
at KO don’t feel comfortable 
sharing their feelings at other 
groups with political agendas.

Senior Shelby Fairchild  said 
she liked the way the club used parli-
mentary-style debate to respect-
fully discuss controvertial issues.

Jack said that the conser-
vative-leaning students at KO 
have been unrepresented. “There 
is a misrepresentation of conser-
vatism at KO. Just because 
some student don’t support 
the ideas doesn’t mean they 
should be dismissed,” he said. 

Jack dismissed any concerns 
about the club becoming a place 

for hate. He said that if anybody 
ever made jokes that are out 
of line or inappropriate that 
they would be asked to leave. 

He said that his goal is to 
get people to talk and learn about 
the other side and that he would 
prefer to not turn away students. 
“I don’t care how intolerant you 

are, I would rather people come 
and talk and have them be intol-
erant than not talk at all,” he said. 

Mr. Gilyard said that the first 
meeting where everyone defended 
both sides of an issue was an impor-
tant first step in understanding 
other people’s perspectives. 

“It doesn’t necessarily 
mean you’re going to agree 
with them, but for me, hopefully 
they further the goal that I have, 
which is to have conversations 
without insulting people and 
having a better understanding of 
who people are and critiquing 
ideas and not people,” he said.

Jack said the club will hold 
bi-weekly meetings for the rest of 
the school year. At each meeting, 
he said, they will be continuing 
discussions based on current 
events in a variety of activities 
that encourage communication 
and understanding on both sides.

by Adam Ovian ‘18

There is a misrep-
resentation of 
conservatism at 
KO. Just because 
some students don’t 
support the ideas 
doesn’t mean they 
should be dismissed.

– Jack Antico 
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Recently, the Math and 
Writing Center has opened in the 
bottom floor of Seaverns Hall for 
students to be tutored by their 
peers who excel in that subject. 
So far, this space has had mixed 
reviews and varied attendance. 

Although the math center 
has a handful of regular attendees, 
the writing center isn’t doing 
as well. Upper School English 
Department Chair Meg Kasprak 
said that she thinks because math 
is more of an everyday task and 
the topics are moving much 
faster, there is higher demand 
for help on practice problems. 
On the other hand, with English 
papers, most classes only have 
one assigned every two weeks 
or so. This in turn creates less 
demand for the writing tutors.  

The center’s original goal 
was to have a place that students 
can go for ideas to kick start a 
paper, help with editing, or advice 
on the organization of an essay. 

Another possible reason 
for the lack in attendance may be 
that our school always encour-
ages students to get help by going 
to see their teachers, said Mrs. 
Kasprak. This of course creates 
less need for the writing center. 

by Eliza Charette ’18

New math and writing center 
draws surprisingly few students 

Senior Abby McGuire said 
if she felt she needed help on an 
essay or writing piece, she would 
go directly to her teacher, the 
person who is grading that assign-
ment, rather than someone who is 
less familiar with the assignment 
and the material it is based on.

Other students, like junior 
Anthony Melody, felt like the 
writing center might be a waste 
of time. “Personally, I like my 
free periods. I wouldn’t want to 
waste that free time in the day at 
the writing center,” said Anthony. 

“I  also just  get  help 
from my personal friends, 
that way I know them well 
and respect their opinion.” 

Mrs. Kasprak said she 

understands this concern, but she 
feels that the few who have come 
in and talked with her have found 

that getting an opinion from an 
outside source other than your own 
teacher or friends was helpful to 
students stuck on a particular topic. 

“I don’t really know anyone 
in the math and writing center, I 
would rather know the people 
that are looking at my work, 
how do I know I will do better 
on it? Maybe the people don’t 
understand my assignments,” 
said freshman Addie Witkowski. 

As for the math center, indi-
vidual tutoring seems to be doing 
a little better. Some students like 
junior Hannah Bash and senior 
Bonnie Steinberg have regular 
meetings with students younger 
than them to help them out with 
homework or any questions 
they have on recent material. 

“ I  rea l ly  en joy  peer 
tutoring because I think it’s a 
unique opportunity to not only 
help the skills of somebody 
younger, but also to enhance my 
own math skills,” said Hannah.

Individual math tutoring 
is going very well, and students 
sometimes stop in the center 
for help on a specific problem 
when a  tu tor  i s  on  ca l l . 

Sophomore Benjamin Small 
said that he believed that math 
and writing center is benefical 
for students.“I think the center 

is a good idea in principal, but 
there are defintely flaws that need 
to be addressed, in order to best 
serve students.” said  Benjamin.  
        Benjamin pointed out that  
one of the problems causing low 
attendance. “The main diffiuculty 
is getting people to voluntarilty 
come to the writing center for help.  
        Student coordinators Alec 
Rossi and Emilie Sienko said 
they would love it if more 
students would come and take 
advantage of the resources avail-
able in the future, but they say 
that this will come with time.

Alec said that he believes 
more students will come to the 
center.“I am hoping that as more 
students become aware of the 
opportunities in the math center they 
will come for tutoring,” said Alec.

Alec also said that math 
center attendance would improve if 
teachers were to give great publicity 
to the services offered. “If teachers 
were to advertise the math center 
more during class, perhaps atten-
dance would improve,” said Alec. 

Although the success of 
these programs has not been 
what was initially predicted, the 
leaders and students involved 
are optimistic that participa-
tion will improve if they get 
students excited and involved.

Junior violinist Prithvi 
Gunturu has been selected to 
perform at Carnegie Hall in New 
York City on Feb. 2 through Feb. 6. 

He will play at this pres-
tigious orchestra hall through 
the Carnegie Hall High School 
Honors Performance Series, 
a program that chooses elite 
student musicians through audi-
tions to perform in the hall before 

Prithvi to play at Carnegie Hall
by Esha Kataria ’20 invited guests from collegiate and 

professional music programs. 
Prithvi said that he is very 

excited and happy to play in such 
a famous venue. “This is a huge 
deal to me,” he said. “I wasn’t sure 
if I was going to make it when I 
first applied, but Carnegie Hall 
is one of the most prestigious 
places a musician can play in.” 

His fellow musician, junior 
violinist Eloise Bavier, said she’s 
extremely happy for him. “Prithvi 

deserves nothing less than making 
his professional debut on the 
Carnegie Hall Stage,” she said. 

P r i t h v i  a p p l i e d  l a s t 
Apri l  and was compet ing 
against about 200 students. 

Prithvi has been playing 
the violin since he was four 
and has been taking private 
lessons for six years now. 

He joined KO’s Upper 
School Orchestra in his freshman 
year. Currently, he is the prin-

cipal second violinist, meaning 
that he leads the second violins 
sect ion of  the  orchestra . 

His fellow violinist, junior 
Leon Liu, said that Prithvi is a 
great leader along with being an 
amazing musician. “He pays close 
attention to the performance of 
other members in our section. He 
often points out where we could 
improve and shows us how,” he 
said. “While doing this, we see 
his patience and love for music.”

O r c h e s t r a  D i r e c t o r 
Richard Chiarappa has been 
teaching Prithvi for the past 
three years. “He’s very advanced 
and musical,” he said. “He 
studies privately and it shows.” 

Leon said that Prithvi is a 
fantastic musician to work with in 
the orchestra. “He’s talented, hard-
working and humble,” he said. 

Mr. Chiarappa agreed that 
Prithvi is indeed a hardworking 
and driven musician. “He wants 
to put forth his best sound,” he 
said. “His combination of person-
ality and talent makes him stand 
out and I’m thrilled for him.”

Eloise said that when 
Prithvi plays the violin, it reminds 
her of Itzhak Perlman, one of 
the best violinists in the world. 
“His impeccable technique and 
beautiful tone perfectly captures 
the Itzhak image,” she said. 

Leon said that Prithvi’s 
music is very clear and precise. 
“I seldom noticed any mistakes 
when he was playing,” he said.Orchestra member Prithvi Gunturu plays  his violin on the steps outside Alumni Hall.  Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17

Prithvi said he likes playing 
music because it’s an outlet for him 
to convey himself and his feelings. 
“It allows me to express myself 
in ways that I can’t normally, 
and also it’s fun,” he said. 

Eloise said that Prithvi’s 
music is full of feelings. “The 
emotion he brings to the music 
makes it come alive,” she said. 

Leon said that  he is 
extremely happy for Prithvi. “He 
deserves to be selected to play at 
Carnegie Hall because I’m sure 
he spent lots of effort on practice. 
He worked hard to get it,” he said. 

Mr. Chiarappa said that 
Prithvi is sincerely committed to 
his music. “He spent a summer 
in Italy studying music,” he said.

Prithvi said that the most 
important aspect of music is 
knowing what you are playing 
and how it fits in with the rest of 
the orchestra. “If you don’t know 
what to play or how to play it, then 
it will affect the whole ensemble 
that you are playing with,” he said. 

However, Prithvi said he’s 
not planning to pursue music as 
a career. “I’m more of math and 
science guy, but I probably will play 
in the college’s orchestra,” he said. 

As of now, Prithvi said he 
isn’t sure what pieces he will be 
playing at Carnegie Hall. Prithvi 
said that he will soon will find 
out what music he will be playing 
from the orchestra director so he 
can start rehearsing for upcoming 
per formance  in  February. 

“Personally, I like 
my free periods. 
I wouldn’t want 
to waste that free 
time in the day 
at the writing 
center.”
– Anthony Melody

The new tutoring center is below Alumni Hall. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17
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New math and writing center 
draws surprisingly few students 

The editorials below represent the collective 
opinion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Benjamin Waldman, Kate Betts, 
Mackenzie McDonald, Noah Stanton, Kelly Malo-
ney, Alec Rossi, Lauren Barnes, Gwyneth McDon-
ald and Sasha Bash.

A Wyvern’s TaleThe editorials below represent the collective 
opinion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Noah Stanton, Alec Rossi, Sasha 
Bash, Grace Amell, Ryan Albanesi, Carolyn 
McCusker, Isabel Kaufman, Tara Kilkenny and 
Aparajita Kashyap.

by Noah Stanton ’17
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The first time I tried to unsubscribe 
from the College Board was in the beginning 
of my junior year. Swamped with homework 
and stewing in stress, I sat on my bed, cloaked 
beneath the covers, notebooks, binders, and 
pencils scattered everywhere. Hearing my 
phone buzz, I triumphantly pulled it out of 
a pillowcase to see its screen illuminated by 
an incoming email. The subject line read: 
“Welcome Back!” The sender was none 
other than the illustrious College Board. 

It felt like they were mocking 
me. They were definitely mocking me. 
Fuming, I unlocked the phone and furi-
ously scrolled down to find the unsub-
scribe button, which I somehow managed 
to click despite its ridiculously small font. 

I was then directed to a separate 
page that presented me with a list of the 
various College Board newsletters I had 
supposedly signed up to receive; there 
were nine total, yet I could not recall 
ever giving out my personal address. 

Every time that I tried to uncheck a 
box, the screen switched to a College Board 
advertisement, and every time that I reloaded 
the unsubscribe page, those same nine 
newsletters were there, highlighted more 
fervently than before. This moment, the 
first of many like it, marked the beginning 
of my futile quest for freedom from the iron-
clad fist of the standardized testing industry.

Having taken one Practice Prac-
tice ACT, one Practice SAT, two ACTs, 
and two SATs all over the course of the 
past 12 months, I feel as though I have 
enough experience with standardized 
tests to validate my distaste for them.

Granted, the intentions of the corpora-
tions that market these tests were initially 
justified – using one standardized exam 
to create sizable benchmarks within the 
national population. However, over time, 
a huge disparity has arisen between inten-
tion and reality. What was once a humble 
and helpful business has devolved into 
an avaricious, convoluted, and obsolete 
system that truly benefits no one save itself.

The SAT, in particular, is simply inad-

equate. Because the test is based on random 
information as a way to estimate brain power, 
the more one studies this particular style of 
testing, the more he or she will succeed. 
The College Board offers a wide variety of 
review materials, but for families who must 
be subsidized just to get an admission ticket, 
purchasing these textbooks and attending 
these classes are not, in any sense, viable 
options. As a result, wealthier students are 
given the advantage, and the self-declared 
non-profit organization that releases the 
test profits the most from its existence. 

Additionally, claiming that colleges 
need standardized tests for admissions is 
unfounded; a four-year course transcript 
is exorbitantly more revealing of a high-
schooler’s character than a four-hour test 
score. An individual should be judged 
based on his or her own merit rather than 
overarching standards set by a self-serving 
company. Already, over 900 accredited 
colleges and universities have stopped 
requiring ACT/SAT test scores for under-
graduate admissions, and studies predict that, 
as time goes on, this number will only rise.

The same goes for AP exams, which 
are designed by nature to be humanly impos-
sible to succeed in. Getting a five on one 
of these exams is equivalent to answering 
approximately two-thirds of the mate-
rial correctly, which would equal a D- on 
any other test. Students are being set up 
for failure. On top of that, AP courses are 
geared toward the single goal of mastering 
the exam, meaning that teachers must 
plow through a certain amount of mate-
rial with little to no room for flexibility. 
By creating numerous different types of 
exams to prepare for, the standardized 
testing industry has single-handedly trans-
formed high school from what it should be 
– a time of self-discovery and exploration 
– to what it is now – four years of studying.

So the next time that I receive an email 
titled “More Changes to the SAT!” or “New 
Review Course, Only $100!” no matter how 
tempting it is, I will not simply close it out. 
I believe that there is an unsubscribe button 
somewhere, and one of these days, I plan 
to take out a magnifying lens and find it.

Standardized 
tests need to go

New winter break 
lacks student input

A pervasive and pernicious theme this 
year seems to be the lack of communica-
tion between the school administration and 
students. This leads to discontent and distrust 
among students, who feel they are not given a 
voice in decisions that directly impact them. 
For example, KO decided to add five days 
onto the school calendar to have a 180-day 
school year. As a result, four of these 
days were added before December break. 

But adding these specific days 
impacted the student body in various ways: 
the annual swim team trip had to be moved  to 
after Christmas, resulting in many students’ 
not attending, and athletes and their fans now 
have to juggle the KITS and schoolwork. 

In our view, students should have been 

involved in this decision. A poll could have 
been sent out to ask students which option 
would work best for them. In this case, 
students still might have chosen to have three 
school days before December break, but it 
would have been a consensus reached by the 
majority of students and the administration. 

Last year, the administration included 
the students in the process of redesigning 
the dress code. Students could attend focus 
groups to provide feedback and ideas. This 
inclusive process made students feel that 
they actually had a voice and were a part of 
the implementation of the new dress code. 

We believe a similar process should 
be followed whenever KO is consid-
ering putting new policies into effect. 

Collaboration at 
KO: Library Policy

Students frequently use the library 
as a place to get homework done and work 
on group projects. Whether visiting as a 
class to refine research skills or during a 
free period, students rely on this space to 
get school work done. While the majority 
of students respect the rules of the library, 
specifically the renewed focus on silence, 
some students use this place as a venue to 
socialize. While it is beneficial to discuss 
concepts with other students and healthy 
to decompress after a day of school work, 
the actions of others socializing and being 
unproductive often make the primary objec-
tive of the library – to study – unattainable.

While socializing in the library is 
unproductive, students should have the 
ability to talk about material from class in 
this space. There should be designated areas 
for talking, and group work and collabora-
tion should be encouraged. When students 
are forced to remain silent, ideas cannot 
be shared and a vital campus resource 
does not support the work of a group.

With the new Roberts Leadership 
Center and the renovation of the library into a 
new media center as part of the school’s 2020 
vision, the administration is stressing the 

importance of group work. To be succesful 
in a future career or educational endeavor 
students need to have the skills to succes-
fuly communicate their ideas with others 
and delegate tasks within a group. While the 
efforts of the trustees to establish a library 
focused on collaboratiom and communi-
cation are benefical to future students, the 
current policy of silence stifles students.

Many college libraries are divided 
into areas with different noise levels 
allowed. Students should have access to 
spaces where silence is mandated in order 
to work, as well as to areas were they can 
talk, discuss novels, and work as a group.

The creation of these different areas 
would lessen the burden on library moni-
tors. Through allowing students to select 
an area dependent on their activity, moni-
tors would not be forced to enforce a 
policy of silence or tell students to leave.

The KO News suggests the creation 
of  different spaces in the library where 
silence and talking are allowed. While this 
issue should be remedied with the renova-
tion of the new library, current students 
should  have the opportunity to reap 
the full benefits the library has to offer.

Happy Holidays to all 
from the editors 
of the KO News!
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Climate change is catastrophic for Earth
by Aparajita Kashyap ’18

I’m going to start off by 
saying that climate change is a 
fact. Air pollutants and green-
house gases are collecting in the 
atmosphere, trapping in heat, and 
the 10 hottest years in NASA’s 
134-year recorded history have 
occurred since 2000. To quote 
the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change, “Scientific 
evidence for warming of the 
climate system is unequivocal.” 

This is true: according to 
multiple studies done since 2007, 
95 to 99 percent of scientists and 
scientific publications agreed that 
anthropogenic climate change 
exists. Evidence ranges from 
receding glaciers and rising sea 
levels to ice cores and pollen anal-
ysis (which can tell scientists about 
the climate millions of years ago). 

Many people support their 
disbelief of climate change by 
saying something similar to, “but it 
is cold where I live,” or that “global 
warming has happened before.” 
In response to the first point, the 
difference between weather and 
climate must be specified: weather 
is a short-term description of 
atmospheric behavior (tempera-
ture, humidity, precipitation) that 
is constantly in flux. Climate, 
however, is a long- term pattern 
of weather over a large region (in 

the case of climate change, the 
entire Earth). One freak snow-
storm in March is therefore insig-
nificant and cannot be used as 
evidence regarding global climate. 

When people say that the 
Earth has been warmer than it is 
today, they are correct: the Paleo-
cene-Eocene Thermal Maximum 
(PETM) was a period of time 
approximately 56 million years ago 
when global temperatures were at 
least 5° C hotter than the current 
average global temperature. 

During the PETM, around 
five billion pounds of carbon 
dioxide were released into the air, 
and the temperature rose between 
6° and 9° C over 20,000 years. In 
comparison, fossil-fuel burning 
alone released 35 billion tons of 
carbon dioxide into the atmo-
sphere. Global temperature could 
also increase by 1° to 4° C in the 
next century (making the temper-
ature growth at least 10 times as 
fast as it was during the PETM). 

Another claim that has 
been gaining popularity among 
skeptics is that climate change 
is a hoax. However, no scien-
tific body of national or inter-
nat ional  scient is ts  re jects 
anthropogenic climate change. 

Even giant oil compa-
nies such as Shell and BP have 
acknowledged climate change 
as a legitimate global concern. 

Climate change is having 
a ruinous and complex impact 
on our oceans. The increase of 
carbon dioxide atmosphere is 
mirrored in the ocean, which 
leads to ocean acidification. Essen-
tially, the ocean is becoming more 
acidic, which makes survival 
harder for planktonic organ-
isms that depend on calcium 

No scientific 
body of national 
or international 
scientists reject 
anthropogenic 
climate change
carbonate to form their shells. 

Because these organisms 
make up the base of the food 
chain, entire ecosystems are 
being destroyed. The rising sea 
level has a multitude of negative 
effects, including the fact that 
slowing down ocean currents 
stymies carbon fixation, (which in 
turn causes a rise in atmospheric 
carbon, creating a vicious cycle 
that only intensifies the problem). 

Furthermore, the rise in sea 
level impacts humans as well. 
According to the U.S. Environ-

mental Protection Agency (EPA), a 
rise in the sea level due to currently 
melting glaciers in Greenland 
“would inundate coastal wetlands 
and lowlands, erode beaches, 
increase the risk of flooding, 
and increase the salinity of estu-
aries, aquifers, and wetlands.” 

Some of the most vulner-
able areas lie on the mid-Atlantic 
coast (around Maryland and 
North Carolina) and along the 
coast of Northern Florida. The 
increased salinity in areas such as 
the Everglades and along the Gulf 
Coast will decrease the amount 
of freshwater, and could even-
tually render those areas unin-
habitable, and at minimum have 
disastrous effects on the economy. 

This issue of climate change 
has been particularly troubling 
to some lately, especially since 
President-elect Donald Trump 
has selected Scott Pruitt to lead 
the EPA. In addition to being a 
staunch denier of climate change, 
Mr. Pruitt is currently suing the 
EPA and has done so many times 
before. He is particularly vocal 
against the Clean Air Act (which he 
sued in 2012) and the Clean Power 
Plan (which he is currently suing). 

The Clean Air Act has been 
instrumental in regulating emis-
sions of pollutants that “endanger 
public health and welfare.” This 
legislation has cut ground-level 

ozone, a dangerous component 
of smog, by more than 25 percent 
since 1980, phased out the produc-
tion and use of chemicals that 
contribute to the hole in the ozone 
layer, and reduced the lead content 
in gasoline, which has cut lead air 
pollution by 92 percent since 1980.

The Clean Power Plan 
aims to reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions by 32 percent within 
25 years. It focuses on reducing 
the use of coal, as well as 
increasing the use of renewable 
energy, and energy conservation. 

The reduction of smog 
and soot in the atmosphere will 
prevent 140,000 to 150,000 asthma 
attacks among children, and the 
EPA estimates that consumers 
will save $155 billion from 2020 
to 2030. While the plan is not 
perfect, getting rid of this plan 
entirely could be catastrophic. 

In addition to the devastating 
impact climate change will have on 
our environment, climate change 
could have a damaging impact on 
the human race as well. We have 
been taking small steps in the right 
direction, but we could soon be 
taking a huge, disastrous step back. 

As individuals, as a nation, 
and as a world, it is therefore 
imperative that we do everything in 
our power to minimize our carbon 
footprint and create a sustain-
able world for future generations.

Advice Column
Question: How do I know how for-
mally to interact with my teachers?

by Chastity Rodriguez

Yay dear One!! Good job 
being reflective and intentional, 
AKA mindful of your relation-
ship with your teachers. Many 
of us operate on autopilot, acting 
on past programming or social-
ization, and we never pause to 
reflect on how our actions and 
intentions impact our relation-
ships. This question speaks to 
your willingness and ability to 
be self-reflective, and I abso-
lutely want to commend you 
for that rare and mature stance. 

OK, so now we know your 
intention (to build a mindful 
relationship with your teachers). 
Let’s think about your desired 
outcome or why you want 
to build a mindful relation-
ship with your teachers. Is it to 
show respect? Are you seeking 
a mentor type relationship to 
go beyond the student-teacher 
dynamic? KO is built for that, 
by the way: our school’s core 
value of community reflects 
our teachers’ willingness and 
desire to really get to know their 
students beyond the classroom. 

Getting really clear about 
why you want to establish a 
mindful  relationship with your 
teachers and what you want 
that relationship to look like is 

important before you decide on 
your approach, which can either 
be direct or indirect. Depending 
on your own preferred method 
of communication, the direct 
approach can feel intimidating 
or liberating, as you are called 
to have a one-on-one conversa-
tion with your teachers where 

We never pause to 
reflect on how our 
actions and inten-
tions impact our 
relationships
you seek clarity on their expec-
tations and preferences for 
communication and relationship.

If your desired outcome 
is to make sure that you are 
showing respect, that conversa-
tion might look like this: “Hi, 
Mr. X. I want to make sure I’m 
being respectful. Is it OK if I 
joke with you from time to time 
or does that  land as disrespect?” 

If your desire is to establish 
a mentor-type relationship with 
your teachers, then that conver-
sation might look like this: “Hi 
Ms. X. I’m eager to establish a 
relationship with you beyond the 

classroom, and I’m wondering if 
you would consider mentoring 
me in blank.”  Or maybe it looks 
like this: “Mr. X,  I think you 
are brilliant, and I want to soak 
up as much of your wits and 
wisdom as I can. Would it be 
OK if I emailed you questions or 
thoughts I have from time to time 
or could we meet to discuss blank 
during one of your free periods?” 

If this approach is bringing 
up a chorus of “OMG yeah right” 
then you probably want to take 
the indirect approach or what I 
call the “wait and see” approach. 
Observe how other students 
interact with your teachers and 
see how they respond. Another 
indirect approach would be to 
find an example of a teacher-
s tudent  re la t ionsh ip  you 
admire and ask the student how 
they approached building it.

Now I am mindful of the 
fact that I have very specifically 
defined the parameters of this 
question in order to answer it 
more broadly, so if this response 
isn’t helpful or leaves you with 
more questions than clarity, I 
happily encourage you to email 
me directly to set up an appoint-
ment to discuss this more fully 
in the cozy confidential confines 
of the counseling office located 
in the basement of Roberts.

Why mental 
health matters 
by Vivian Goldstein ’17

If you look up “What is 
a mental health day?” the way 
I did to write this article and get 
an exact definition (which, by the 
way, is “taking time to recharge 
and balance out your emotional 
state”), the second result is “Mental 
Health: How to Take a Personal 
Day (Minus the Guilt!). I find this 
outrageous because the title auto-
matically insinuates that there 
should be some level of guilt to go 
along with taking a personal day.

When somebody takes a 
mental health day, the automatic 
response is to say “Oh, they’re 
just taking the day to be lazy and 
veg out.” When people take a day 
off because they’re sick or they 
take a week off because their leg 
is broken, we consider this valid. 

Many employers, teachers, 
etc., encourage this. They aren’t 
considered lazy, but the second 
somebody says they need more 
sleep or their depression is espe-
cially unbearable today, they’re 
written off. When and why did 
physical health suddenly become 
more valid than mental health?

I assume that the most 
common reason for people to take 
a mental health day is to catch up 
on work and/or to sleep, and what’s 
wrong with that? If I haven’t done 
the homework, I can’t contribute 
or be present and actively engage 
because I, quite frankly, just 

don’t know what’s going on. 
Furthermore,  in some 

classes the homework is more 
important than the actual class. 
In either case, wouldn’t it then 
be considered more productive 
for me to simply stay home? 

We act as if sleep is unnec-
essary, something that coffee or 
Monsters can be the perfect substi-
tute for, but sleep is about health. 
If we miss out on too much, we are 
put in a physically and mentally 
weaker state. Sleep is a requirement 
(quite literally to living), not some-
thing optional “if I have the time.”

Mental health days can be 
something far more serious as well. 
For anybody who needs to take a 
day because their depression won’t 
let them leave the house or their 
anxiety is crippling them, these 
days can be crucial to keeping a 
healthy mental state and preventing 
potential breakdowns. Even if one 
doesn’t struggle with something 
that has been diagnosed, anybody 
is susceptible to a panic attack 
or some other form of emotional 
breakdown. This is a possibility 
and problem for everybody.

Schools shouldn’t be afraid 
to promote mental health days. 
On the days where I’m exhausted 
beyond belief, five seconds away 
from falling asleep in my chair, I’m 
basically doing everything in my 
power just to stay awake. I guar-

Continued on page 5

Pruitt’s selection as EPA chief is ominous 
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Should marijuana be legalized?
Marijuana reconsidered
by Jake Kulak ’18

Marijuana is one of the 
safest and most widely used drugs 
in the United States and in the 
world. It can be used as a medica-
tion to prevent seizures in people 
who suffer from maladies such as 
Dravet syndrome and can provide 
a safe alternative to dangerous, 
commonly prescribed painkillers. 

It does not have the poten-
tial for physical addiction and 
has been used by an estimated 
44 percent of the population, not 
claiming the life of a single user. 
Today, any 18-year-old can walk 
into a gas station or convenience 
store and buy a pack of cigarettes, 
which kill 480,000 people a year. 

A 21-year-old can walk 
into a package store and buy 
alcohol, which causes 88,000 
fatal overdoses a year. But most 
adults can’t buy recreational 
cannabis, which has yet to cause 
the death of a single person. 

In fact, there is no scientific 
evidence pointing to a correlation 
between marijuana use and long- 
term brain damage, decreased 
IQ, or the development of mental 
health disorders. The vast majority 
of the scientific community agree 
that responsible, moderate use 
is safe for the average adult. 

Under marijuana prohibi-
tion, thousands of people have been 
unfairly arrested for possessing the 
drug and are sharing prison cells 
with violent criminals. In 2015 

alone 643,121 people were arrested 
for marijuana violations and of 
those cases 574,641 (89 percent) 
were for minor possession charges. 

The yearly cost for an inmate 
in a minimum security prison is 
$21,006, and 56 percent of all 
inmates are housed in prisons like 
this. With 757,969 people impris-

Marijuana tests 
positive only on 
the user inhaling 
the substance, 
and does not 
contaminate the 
surrounding envi-
ronment
oned for marijuana abuse, it comes 
to a total of $15,921,896,814 to 
keep these individuals impris-
oned. Over the course of the 
inmate’s containment which 
is an average of 36.8 months, 
$44,765,690,442 would have to 
be paid by the American taxpayer.

One of the biggest fears 
of people opposing the legaliza-
tion of cannabis is that it will 
make it more readily available 
for underage teens, and somehow 
lower the quality of life in places 
where it is made legal. After 
cannabis was legalized in Colo-

rado and Washington, polls found 
that the rate at which teens used 
cannabis remained unchanged 
since it had been legalized.

Many would argue that 
regulating and controlling a 
substance can help to keep it out 
of the hands of underage users. 
Polls have also shown that most 
teens agree it is easier to get 
marijuana than forms of alcohol 
such as beer and other liquors. 

The idea that recreational 
cannabis would cause a “gross” or 
“unhealthy” environment is also 
ludicrous. In 2010, researchers 
discovered that passively inhaling 
second-hand smoke in a real-life 
scenario does not cause a posi-
tive drug test in someone who 
has not directly smoked any 
marijuana. Marijuana tests posi-
tive only on the user inhaling the 
substance, and does not contami-
nate the surrounding environment.  

The War on Marijuana has 
not stopped marijuana use or avail-
ability and has wasted resources 
like money that could be better 
invested in our communities. 

According to federal statis-
tics, 44 percent of people self-
identify as having used cannabis 
at some point in their lives, and 
relatively few acknowledge having 
suffered significant deleterious 
health effects due to their use. 

Our public policies should 
reflect this reality, not deny it. It 
is unfair to continue to treat about 
half of all Americans as criminals.

‘Just Say No!’

Cartoon by Tom Betts ’19

Letter to the Editor

Loaves & Fishes 
thanks KO

We should focus on mental health
Continued from page 4

antee I’m not learning. It would be 
much more productive for every-
body if I, after taking a day off to 
catch up on some much-needed 
sleep, showed up thoroughly alert 
and ready to learn and contribute, 
as opposed to showing up for 
the expected days as a zombie.

If people object to mental 
health days for promoting irre-
sponsibility, then I ask them to 
consider this: do we not have a 
responsibility to taking care of 
ourselves and to setting an example 
for those who have mental health 

 is $200 worth 
promoting a 
culture where we 
are praised for 
“functioning on 
minimal sleep” 
and not taking 
care of ourselves?

problems but are too afraid to 
express them? We need to promote 
an understanding environment.

I was talking to a friend who 
objects to mental health days. He’s 
done the math and, for every day 
of school we miss, we waste about 
$200. I don’t mean to write that 
off, because it’s a lot of money 
– that’s approximately 20 meals 
at Chipotle – but is $200 worth 
promoting a culture that praises us 
for “functioning on minimal sleep” 
and not taking care of ourselves? 
Is $200 worth an anxiety attack? 
When did money become more 
important than our health?

For the sake of this article, 
the government holds the safety 
of its citizens more dearly than 
the liberty and rights of its citizens. 
This means that the government 
does not care if a program, such 
as NSA, violates your right in gray 
areas in order to keep you safe.

Smoking weed is NOT 
harmless to your physical health. 
One of the main arguments for 
the legalization of weed is that 
it is not terribly bad for you and 
that in many cases medical mari-
juana can be used as a treatment 
to certain mental disorders, such 
as PTSD.While I acknowledge 
that smoking medical marijuana 
to help ease some form of anxiety 
makes sense, it is choosing the 
better of two evils. If recreational 
marijuana is legalized, people who 
do not need the drug will abuse it. 
Smoking, the most popular way 
to consume and abuse cannabis, is 
bad for you. Period. If you need 
to be convinced why smoking 
anything, yes even organic, 
locally-grown kale, is bad for 
you, watch any video on smoking. 

To be clear, I’m not saying 
that weed should be illegal because 
it can be bad for you. If that 
were true, I’d be here saying we 
should ban alcohol and even cars 
because they might kill you. I’m 
simply acknowledging that if the 
government cares more about our 
safety than our rights to do drugs, 

by Jack Antico ’17 which usually is true, the govern-
ment should keep weed illegal. 
And we all know that banning 
cars and alcohol isn’t an option, 
but keeping the precedent is. 

What if weed isn’t smoked 
then? I’m not here to say that 
consuming cannabis by means 
of not smoking is physically bad 
for you, because it isn’t. I would 
argue, however, that weed for 
those without mental disorders 
is harmful for mental health.

Any form of cannabis is 
bad for mental health. Those with 
perfectly healthy mental systems 
who smoke weed can come to 
rely on the drug for an artificial 
high, as opposed to a natural one. 

Look at  other  drugs, 
such as Adderall, for example. 
This drug does wonders for the 
productivity of those with mental 
disorders such as ADHD. While 
it can help the productivity of 
someone who doesn’t have any 
mental disorder, the repeated use 
of the drug can result in a reli-
ance on the drug to get a once 
natural process of productivity.

Weed IS addictive for long-
term abusers – for anyone smoking 
weed for an extended period of 
time, three years or longer. And 
when people who believe that weed 
is not harmful or addictive use it for 
extended periods because of this 
belief, they often become addicted. 

For all these reasons, 
I  s t r o n g l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t 
weed should remain illegal.

Dear Friends,
We want to thank you once 

again for the absolutely incredible 
work your community continues to 
do on behalf of Loaves & Fishes 
Ministries. Today, two school vans 
and six carloads filled to bursting 
with 18 students, holiday food 
and turkeys arrived at our doors, 
driven by parents and teachers – 
the result of a community-wide 
effort led by Mrs. Elisabeth Repp 
from the Middle School to help 
feed our client families at Thanks-
giving – a record amount of food!  

A huge amount of work goes 
into this annual effort, which this 
year, was extremely well orga-
nized. We have bags and boxes 
crammed with stuffing, canned 
yams, potatoes, green beans, gravy, 
cereal, cranberry sauce, crackers, 
candy, and 12 turkeys – an unbe-
lievable amount. We now can 
give our clients everything they 
need for a Thanksgiving feast! 
In addition, we were handed an 
envelope with $40 in cash and a 
$25 Stop & Shop gift card, which 
will help immensely to purchase 
needed items for the soup kitchen.  

We are impressed by the 
spirit of caring that Kingswood Continued on page 20

We are impressed 
by the spirit of 
caring that King-
swood Oxford 
shows to others, 
and your students’ 
great interest in 
learning about 
and helping those 
in different and 
often difficult situ-
ations.
Oxford shows to others, and your 
students’ great interest in learning 
about and helping those in different 
and often difficult situations. We 
also wish to thank the Upper School 
for the collection of Halloween 
candy that was donated. It will be 
bagged and given to clients as a 
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KO Spaces
by David Marottolo ’18

The title of this crossword gives the theme that the 5 key words (Across 17, 26, 39, 54, 63) fit under. The difficulty level 
is a 4/5. If you’re interested in contributing your own puzzle to the newspaper, please email David Marottolo or Rob 
Kyff. Answers in the January issue of the KO News.

Across
1. Communications man from 1970’s 
military series
6. Popular English singer
11. Brit. slang, a person’s mouth
14. Luxury Honda SUV
15. Ballot-caster
16. The “Honest” President
17. Mandatory freshman locale
19. ___ Nabisco
20. Telepathy, for example
21. Not safe to touch, temperature-
wise
22. Receded, as the tide
24. Greek portico
26. A “fearless” room on campus
30. Hoisted (a flag)
32. Children’s author Carle
33. Preparatory bid
34. A delegate (abbr.)
36. Nitwit
38. Meditative practice, may involve 
koans
39. Newest building on campus
43. Ghostly exclamation
44. Type of article (abbr.)
45. 007 creator Fleming
46. Consumes (food)
48. Latin, “I know”
50. Mythological temptress
54. Where Outlook practices
57. Phobia many Trump supporters 
possess
58. Salami type
59. “Two” in Italy
61. Round-trip time (abbr.)
62. Psychedelic drug
63. It’s off-limits to ¾ of the Upper 
School
68. Habitat
69. Decorate
70. Italian peak
71. “To be” in Spain
72. Embankment, common in New 
Orleans
73. Max von ___ of “The Exorcist”

Down
1. Deems suitable for 17+
2. Common Spanish surname
3. Complain to a friend
4. Constellation “the Altar”
5. Hasty
6. “___ santé!”
7. Homer Simpson exclamation
8. Airport abbr.
9. Tenor role in “The Snow Maiden”
10. Author Gardner et al.
11. Type of bean
12. Decried in court
13. Scottish seaport
18. Gasp through tears
23. Compound banned from some 
plastics
25. Glow
27. Los Angeles suburb
28. Precursor to the cello (AKA viola 
da gamba)
29. Cause of Chipotle shutdown
31. Mexican currency
35. Coca Cola competitor
37. Beginning of a famous Christmas 
rhyme
39. Gather together
40. Like a propane stove’s base
41. Backstage theater job
42. Banded mineral
43. Snoopy, for one (pl.)
47. Increasing awareness through 
online platforms (abbr.)
49. Primordial being of Lovecraft’s 
51. Flip through an old favorite
52. Intestinal prefix
53. Later
55. Whiny in tone
56. Bronze age trumpet
60. DC Joker’s catchphrase, “It’s 
_____!” (2 wrd.)
64. Chemical suffix
65. Not adv.
66. Wrath
67. Vintage photograph auction site 
(abbr.)

YA fiction matters 
by Jessica Crouch

I can’t tell you how many 
times I’ve been on a plane or some 
public setting where I have found 
myself subtly covering the front 
of my young adult fiction book. 
I can’t put my finger on why I 
feel the need to defend my litera-
ture choices in front of complete 
strangers, but I do. I am certainly 
not the only adult who is a fan of this 
often misunderstood genre. With 
that being said, I think younger 
readers and adults alike can find 
great value in young adult litera-
ture, whether you’re a fan or not. 

Identity: I don’t think we 
ever stop trying to figure out who 
we are. No matter how much older 
we get, it doesn’t seem to get any 
easier. Books like “The Giver,” 
“Divergent,” “Paper Towns,” “Boy 
21,” and “Everyday” all show 
readers that there is value in the 
struggle for self-identity. Charac-
ters in these books have to fight for 
their right to be who they want to 
be. Simply enough, finding your 
voice is worth standing up for even 
if the world is stacked against you. 

Abuse: Young adult novels 
may have their flaws, but they do 
not shy away from tough subjects. 
Life stinks at times, and terrible 
things happen to good people. 
Why protect teenagers and young 
adults from this content? They are 
going to learn it, but through role 
models like the duo in “Eleanor 
and Park,” Charlie in “The Perks 
of Being a Wallflower,” or Junior 
in “The Absolutely True Diary of 
a Part-Time Indian,” readers of all 
ages are also shown ways of both 

dealing with and growing from it. 
Finding Meaning: If it’s 

not clear by now, the world is a 
crazy place and we are are along 
for the ride. Many young adult 
novels capture this frenzied chaos 
so beautifully. “The Fault in Our 
Stars” sums up the nature of life, 
stating that, while “some infinities 
are bigger than other infinities,” we 
all are given what we are given, 
and it’s entirely up to us to make 
the most of every single moment, 
because it’s all we have. “Monster” 
shows readers the dangers of lying 
to oneself. “The Hunger Games” 
brilliantly showcases the impor-
tance of the pursuit of truth. 

Loss: Unfortunately, with 
life comes loss, and books like 
“The Book Thief,” “Looking 
for Alaska,” and “Orbiting 
Jupiter” cover all the bases 
when it comes to the grieving 
process and subsequent accep-
tance of a loved one’s passing.

Love and Connection: 
Every single young adult novel 
on the planet follows some sort 
of storyline revolving around 
love. Whether it be funny, tragic, 
or unrequited, it’s there. Novels 
like “Eleanor & Park,” “Wonder,” 
and “Okay for Now” show young 
readers the importance of connec-
tion and belonging. We get a fresh 
perspective on something that, as 
adults, we can take for granted. 
It reminds us adults why fitting 
in and and finding love mattered 
so much and why it still does! 

I am making a pledge 
to no longer cover my young 
adult fiction novels in public 
and  ne i t he r  shou ld  you . 

Anti-abortion legislation 
attacks women’s agency
by Benjamin Small ’19

A woman’s agency as a 
human is contingent on her owner-
ship of herself. At the point at 
which the state unduly and unfairly 
restricts agency, the state dehuman-
izes individuals, subjecting them to 
a system of tyranny and slavery.

People must have ownership 
over their body; to say otherwise is 
to fundamentally undermine their 
agency. Agency is the ability of 
people to make their own decisions, 
to have “reason.” Decisions are an 
important manifestation of agency 
because they are the one visible 
way in which the amorphous 
idea of the “self” is expressed. 
Decisions regarding one’s body 
are particularly important.  

In order for humanity to 
exist in the first place, there must 
be a connection between the 
“self” and the body.  If a state 
claims control over one’s body – 
by telling an agent what she can 
or cannot do with her vessel – that 
state usurps control of that “self.”  

This system of state-owner-
ship is tantamount to slavery, an 
example wherein people literally 
do not own themselves.  Some 
exterior actor – be it the state 
or plantation owner – dictates 
the agency of slaves.  Slavery 
is categorically dehumanizing 
because it takes away agency – a 
defining characteristic of a “self.” 

Outlawing abortion imposes 
a similar slavery onto women.  

They are coerced by the state into 
performing actions that they, as 
agents, may not ultimately want.  
The state tells women that they 
do not own themselves; they are 
slaves to the states because the state 
has hegemony over their agency. 

The main opposition to 
abortion is that it kills a person, 
which is unjust. There is debate 
as to what constitutes a “person,” 
but I am going to assume that all 
fetuses are “people” and can feel 
pain. Why is it still justified for 
women to kill these “people?”

Ultimately, abor-
tion must be 
allowed by any 
legitimate govern-
ment because 
otherwise the 
state enslaves half 
of the population.

Abortion is equivalent to 
self-defense against the baby 
which fundamentally threatens 
the agency of the mother. The 
baby can affect the mother in how 
she perceives herself.  The mother 
can grow to love the baby or hate 
it;  either way, these emotions are 
forced upon her, often they are 
chemical. In order for a woman 

to have full agency over herself 
and her thoughts, she must be 
justified in removing threats 
against her principal agency.

In self-defense, an indi-
vidual can use lethal force when 
there is an imminent threat of death 
or severe bodily harm. In the case 
of abortion, the issues of extreme 
emotional harm must be consid-
ered, because often emotional 
torments can be far worse than 
physical ones. In order to maintain 
a sense of “self,” women must be 
able to defend themselves against 
encroachment from a foreign actor, 
just as a person with a gun to her 
head must be able to defend herself. 

Ultimately, abortion must be 
allowed by any legitimate govern-
ment because otherwise, the state 
enslaves half of the population, 
shackling them to a system of 
no-choice, of coercion. A state 
claiming freedom and liberty as 
core tenets must apply those values 
equally.  It is easy for many far-right 
conservatives to say that men have 
ownership of themselves, but not 
so easy to say the same of women.  

In this regard, efforts to 
reverse Roe v. Wade, defund 
Planned Parenthood, etc., drip 
with misogyny, as they are predi-
cated on the notion that women are 
less capable of having agency than 
men. A nation where “all men were 
created equal” must rid itself of the 
vestiges of bias, discrimination and 
patriarchy, so that “all are equal.” 
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Winter vacation ‘breaks’ tradition

Students have noticed that 
winter break starts later this year 
and has been reduced from two 
and a half weeks to two weeks. 

While this change may 
seem trivial, it has impacted 
the scheduling of team training 
trips, student vacation plans, and 
students participating in the KITs.

T h e  a l i g n m e n t  o f 
Hanukkah and Christmas this 
year has caused administration 
to push back the start of break. 

When these  hol idays 
fall on weekdays, the break 
is extended to accommodate 
the end of each celebration. 

But this year both cele-
brations end on the weekend, 
creating no need to have a full 
week off after New Year’s Day. 
This has caused the vacation 
to start on Wednesday, Dec. 21 
and end on Wednesday, Jan. 4.

The length of winter break 
is not merely dependent on when 
the holidays fall. “There’s always 
a target number of days we try to 

get,” said Director of Academic 
Planning Carolyn McKee. “The 
Connecticut Association of Inde-
pendent Schools (CAIS) recom-
mends a certain amount of days 
and we’re always aiming for it.” 

M a n y  s t u d e n t s  s a i d 
they  be l i eved  tha t  t h ree 
more days of school have 
been added to the calendar. 

However,  barring any 
snow days, students will attend 

169 days of school instead of 
the 168 days we had last year. 
This new schedule meets the 
recommendation set by CAIS.

Ms. McKee said that it is 
difficult to find a time to add days 
because KO already starts in late 
August and ends early in June. 

It was determined that 
the end of vacation would be a 
good place to add the extra day 
because of when the holidays end. 

“We wanted  to  have 
enough school in the first 
week back to make it worth-
while for teachers and students 
learning,” said Ms. McKee.

The decision to push back 
winter break caused the varsity 
swimming and diving team to 
change the date of their annual 
training trip to Orlando, Fla.

Senior Manisha Satheesh 
said that the change discouraged 
her from attending the trip this year.

“I wish I could go this 
year but the trip takes place over 
New Year’s and the team gets 
back the day before school starts. 
While the training trip is a great 

experience, it’s mentally and 
physically exhausting,” she said. 

Senior varsity girls basket-
ball Captain Kayla Glemaud 
said that she does not like 
having school after the KITs. 

“We play all weekend 
and [are] expected to study and 
prepare for all sorts of tests 
and major assessments [after 
the tournament],” she said. 

Senior varsity girls basket-
ball player Samantha DiBacco 
said that she agrees with Kayla. 
“It’ll be rough coming back after 
playing three games. I wish we 
didn’t have school like it’s been 
in the past. I’m honestly going 
to be worn out trying to keep up 

by Adam Ovian ’18 with classes and finding time to 
do homework,” said Samantha.

In addition, students said 
that coming back to school after 
a college acceptance or rejec-
tion could be difficult. “I think it 
could be very stressful for many 
students to go back to school and 
interact with students when they 
may have been rejected from a 
college,” said senior Alec Rossi.“It 
would be nice to have time away 
to process a college decision.”

Junior Aparajita Kashyap 
said that the change will force her 
to miss school. “It’s difficult to find 
a time to go to India during the 
school year. During the summer I 
wouldn’t have missed school but 
my family is also busier, ” she said. 

Some students like Aparajita 
said they will continue their vaca-
tions until the end of the week.

Ms. McKee said that the new 
vacation is a pilot for next year. 

The reception from students 
and faculty and the effectiveness of 
the three days of school will deter-
mine whether the extra days will 
be  implemented again next year.

“We wanted to 
have enough 
school in the 
first week back 
to make it worth-
while for teachers 
and students 
learning.”
 – Ms. McKee

“It would be 
nice to have time 
away to process a 
college decision.”
 – Alec Rossi

KO school store debuts
The  long-an t i c ipa ted 

school store, KO & Co., opened 
last month adjacent to the 
entrance to Tomasso Arena on 
the ground floor of Seaverns Hall 
and is now selling KO-themed 
clothing and paraphernalia.

The store features Under 
Armour capri leggings, zip shirts, 
soccer pants, fleece wear, sweat-
shirts and hoodies, as well as 
pom-pom hats, baseball caps, socks, 
hair ties and dri-fit head bands. 

D i r ec to r  o f  Summer 
Programs and Facility Rentals 
Sheri Shea, who is managing 
the new store, said that a lot of 
discussions, opinions, and time 
were devoted to designing, orga-
nizing and stocking the store.

 Renovations will continue 
as the store seeks to attract more 
customers. “The store is very 
busy and has very high demand 
due to the popular clothing 
items,” Ms. Shea said. “During 
lunch, I always meet many new 
kids and sell a lot of KO swag.” 

A school-wide vote last 
month asked students their 
opinions on three proposed 
names for the store. The options 
were “KO & Co.,” “Wyvern 

by Sophia Kaufman ’20

F r e s h m a n  M a r w y n n 
Somridhivej honored the death of 
Bhumibol Adulyadej, the Majesty 
King of Thailand, who died Oct. 
13, by creating a music video that 
ended up going viral in Thailand. 

Marwynn said he decided 
to make this video because 
of the momentous signifi-
cance of the King’s death. 

“The passing of the Thai 
leader had such a tremendous 
impact on Thailand,” he said.

Marwynn said he greatly 
admired the King for his service 
to his subjects. “He was out in 
the fields helping farmers grow 
crops like rice,” he said. “He 
was out in missions to examine 
the poor rural areas of Thailand. 
He has engaged in over 4,000 
developmental projects that he 
himself initiated,” said Marwynn.

Marwynn said that the Thai 
King is not indicative of the the type 
of king you would usually think of. 

“In his palace, it is not a 
typical golden residence with 
acres of riches and luxuries. It 
consists of multiple sectors, each 
one dedicated to experiments in 
the agricultural field,” he said. 

Even though Marwynn 
was not born in Thailand, 
both of his  parents were. 

“My family has strong roots 
in Thailand, and they are very 
proud of their heritage,” he said. 

Form Three Dean David 
Baker made an announce-
m e n t  a b o u t  M a r w y n n ’s 
making of the video at a school 
assembly on Tuesday, Dec. 6. 

“I heard about the video 
because an anonymous student 
sent me an email,” Mr. Baker 
said. “It was pretty cool that 
someone wanted to honor their 

friend and get them noticed.”
The  v ideo  Marwynn 

made showed him playing 
the song “Falling Rain” on 
the violin while his brother 
accompanied him on the piano. 

“The reason this went public 
in Thailand is that the video was 
found on YouTube and was 
described in a column in “Thai-
rath,” Thailand’s most famous 
newspaper,” Marwynn said. 

Then the article went even 
more viral. “Later, the article 
published on Thairath was seen 
by a TV station in Thailand, and 
that was the first time our news was 
aired on a public television station 
to thousands of viewers,” he said. 

Marwynn said that he 
chose to express his emotions 
through music was because 
the King was a great musician. 

The former king studied 
music extensively. “He studied jazz 
music here in America, and brought 
his unique style back to Thailand,” 
he said. “He has composed many 
pieces and songs, and I chose 
to play the song ‘Falling Rain,’ 
composed by His Majesty King.” 

Mr. Baker said that music 
can represent something bigger 
than just loss. “It’s something that 
a whole community can experi-
ence and embrace, and some-
times it can help us work through 
grief and loss,” Mr. Baker said.

He said that the song 
M a r w y n n  c h o s e  t o  p l a y 
reflects the emotions of the 
Thai population as a whole. 

“Playing this piece was 
essentially a tribute to the King 
and brought back memories of 
the immense impact of his reign 
and his contribution to the growth 
and prosperity of Thailand and 
its people,” said Mr. Baker. 

Wares” and “The KO-Op.” 
The breakdown of votes 

was third place, “The KO-Op” 
with 120 votes (24.3 percent); 
second place “Wyvern Wares” 
with 177 votes (35.9 percent), 
and first place “KO & Co.” 
with 196 votes (39.8 percent).

The store’s Under Armour 
clothing seems to be espe-
cially popular with both Middle 

and Upper School students.
“At my old school there was 

not a school store to buy clothes 
to show spirit,” freshman Skylar 
Kubas said. “I think that adding this 
new feature helps bring a new posi-
tive and spirited way to the school.” 

Freshman honors 
Thailand’s king

Neatly organized KO merchandise sits on shelves or in bins  at KO & Co., 
Kingswood Oxford’s new school store.  Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

by Lexi Kubas ’19

“I think that 
adding this new 
feature helps 
bring a new posi-
tive and spir-
ited way to the 
school.”

– Skylar Kubas

Senior Kayla Glemaud 
and junior Adam Ovian have 
been volunteering to advertise 
and work in the store. Ms. Shea 
recently announced that students 
can intern at the schools store 
to help with branding and sales.

KO parent and alumna 
Charna Kaufman has also been 
very involved with creating and 
sustaining KO & Co. “I enjoy 
meeting new members and students 
in the KO community, as well as 
selling gear that we all worked 
hard on to design and put together 
as a final product,” she said.     

Junior Adam Ovian said that 
volunteering in the store has been 
a valuable experience. “I thought 
[volunteering in the store] would 
be a nice way to spend some of my 
free time,” he said. “I think there’s 
some experience to be gained 
by working in the store...I’ve 
already learned, from a commerce 
perspective, about customer 
service and setting up supplies 
and merchandise,” said Adam.

In the future, Ms. Shea 
said that it is important for KO 
& Co. to have creative clothing 
for the students. “I think making 
sure there are items [that] are 
student updated and cooperate 
with the season will help [with] 
the sales and success of the store,” 
sophomore Evan Moore said.   

Eventually as the store 
grows, Ms. Shea said it will 
outgrow its current space and need 
to move to a bigger area where they 
can continue to supply the gear. 

Within the next couple of 
years, she said she hopes to create 
a KO & Co. website to allow 
customers to purchase items online 
and to foster communication with 
parents at home while ordering. 

Store hours are Mondays 
3 – 5 p.m., Wednesdays 12 – 2 
p.m., Thursdays 7:45 – 9 a.m. and 
Fridays during PLB (9 – 10 a.m.).
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English department 
considers changes

The Upper School English 
Department is planning to imple-
ment a modified curriculum during 
the next school year that it hopes 
will keep students engaged and 
ensure that novels, projects, poems, 
plays and units remain purposeful. 

Upper School English 
Department Chair Meg Kasprak 
said that she her department has 
been meeting every two to three 
weeks, not to change the curric-
ulum, but to decide what works, 
what doesn’t, and what needs  
revision. “Change is too strong a 
word; we are just kind of recon-
sidering,” Mrs. Kasprak said. 

During these meetings Mrs. 
Kasprak said that she and the other 
English teachers have discussed 
texts in every genre of literature. 

She said that the next step 
for the department is to decide 
which specific books and projects 
they will stick with for next year.

Academic Dean Ann Scig-
limpaglia said that the purpose of 
this project is to review what the 
department is doing. The Upper 
School English Department, she 
said, wants to analyze the books 
students read and decide whether 
or not those books still do the jobs 
the department wants them to do. 

She added that the removal 
of a book from the curriculum 

doesn’t mean that the book is bad; 
it just means that it is not doing 
what the department wants it to 
do anymore. “[English teachers] 
are thinking about what is best 
for you as a students. That is 
the driving force.” she said.  

English teacher Catherine 
Schieffelin said that, during the 
meetings, she and her colleagues 
have come to a consensus about 
what books to teach, but have yet 
to decide in which grades they 
should be taught. “As English 
teachers, we are always trying 
to keep the curriculum fresh and 
assess how the texts are working 
together and what the purpose 
of the curriculum is,” she said.  

She added that the English 
teachers are working on making 
the English curriculum more inte-
grated across the Upper School.

Mrs. Kasprak said that the 
schedule change in 2014 first drove 
this discussion because it became 
hard to fit the existing curriculum 
into one year. Even though the 
Upper School classes meet for 
as many minutes as they used to 
under the old schedule, there are 
fewer class meetings and thus 
fewer opportunities for homework. 

Another factor in this discus-
sion, Mrs. Kasprak said, is that in 
the last seven or eight years she 
has noticed that the way students 
approach reading has changed, 

probably because of online reading.
Freshman Ethan Pinkes said 

that studying poetry allows students 
to challenge themselves. “I liked 
the poetry unit that we did, and 
the project because we were able 
to explore different ideas,” he said. 

Other students said English 
classes allow them to make 
connections among pieces of 
literature. “I liked “Nine Stories” 
a lot because we were able to 
compare any stories in the book 
and to be in charge of what we 
included in the final paper,” 
said sophomore Olivia Coxon. 

Mrs. Kasprak said that 
the deadline for the curricular 
project is approaching in January. 

by Lian Wolman ’19

MUN prepares
for trip to Russia

On March 22, 2017, 14 
KO students along with two 
alumni from the class of 2016 
will embark on an eight-day 
trip to Moscow and St. Peters-
burg to immerse themselves in 
Russian culture and participate 
in a Model U.N. conference.

The students will be chap-
eroned by history teacher Stacey 
Savin and Upper School Admin-
istrative Coordinator Donna 
Dudzik and accompanied by 
students from three other U.S. 
schools. Students from 14 other 
countries will also be participating 
in the Model U.N. conference. 

“I didn’t think this genera-
tion would want to go,” Ms. Savin 
said. “They’re all into Euro-
pean countries. My generation 
was all about Russia. So it was 
pretty cool to see the turnout of 
how many kids wanted to go.” 

The two alumni will be 
going on the trip this year to 
help and make up for the trip to 
Paris, France, that they missed 
last year due to terrorist attacks 
in November, Ms. Savin said.

The students will be staying 
at The Hotel National Moscow for 
three days. The hotel was built in 

1903 by Russian architect Alex-
ander Ivanov and is located  within 
the heart of Moscow’s historical, 
culture and business center. 

Since the hotel is located 
within the Red Square, it over-
looks the brightly colored St. 
Basil’s Cathedral. “We’re staying 
at a hotel different than the other 
schools involved, because I’m 
that good,” Ms. Savin said. “You 
don’t want to worry about staying 
at a place that is icky and dirty.”

Mrs. Dudzik said she was 
excited to go to Russia with the 
students. “Ms. Savin and I work 
perfectly together because I know 
all the students and she is good at 
the planning,” Mrs. Dudzik said. 
“I am also excited to go, because, 
when I was growing up, Russia 
was our enemy, so it’s unreal to 
have the opportunity to go there. 

Senior Jack Antico said that 
he was excited to go on the trip. 
“There’s only three other U.S. 
schools attending the conference, 
so it will be a good way to meet kids 
from other countries,” Jack said. 

The participating students 
are currently going to meetings 
every Friday during PLB to prepare 
for the conference. “We haven’t 
been given our countries, but, when 
we do, our students will be working 
extremely hard,” Ms. Savin said. 

by Kartlon Gaskin ’19 
     and Haley Gervino ’18

Students ‘pawn’der chess 
at  KO-hosted tournament 

Replacing KO 
Hockey Night

Hockey Night has been a 
popular KO tradition for more than 
15 years, and, despite the demise of 
the KO ice rink this year, the school 
is considering plans to hold some 
version of the event this winter.

Spanish teacher and Form 
Six Dean Ronald Garcia, who is 
also the leader of Team Tobati, 
which sponsors the event, said he is 
currently looking for alternatives.

“We are committed to doing 
something,” Mr.Garcia said. The 
difficulty, he said, is finding another 
sport to play in its place. Mr. Garcia 
says that options include a faculty 
versus boys basketball team game, 
or something to do with squash.

He said the school has 
been trying to have an actual 
Hockey Night, featuring a KO 
boys varsity hockey game, but 
the has had trouble securing ice 
time for it at the Newington ice 
rink, where the team practices 
and plays games. “There is some 
difficulty getting another team 
and the Newington rink,” he said.

Director of Athletics Debbie 
Fiske said the school would like 
to hold a Hockey Night, but 
that it’s not going to be an easy 
task trying to get another team 
to play at a different facility.

In recent years, Hockey 
Night has honored the memory of 
Ryan Gordon, a former KO hockey 

player who passed away shortly 
after he graduated from KO. 

“We really want to do some-
thing in honor of Ryan Gordon,” 
Mr. Garcia said, “and we also want 
to raise money for our Tobati trip.”

Several  s tudents  said 
they would love to see some 
form of Hockey Night revived.

Sophomore Josh Leshem, 
while acknowledging that it’s 
pretty hard to have a Hockey Night 
without a rink, said it would still 
be cool to have one. “It would be 
nice to have a faculty versus boys 
basketball game too,” he said.

Junior Skylar Barron said 
Hockey Night was a big event  
that generated a lot of enthusiasm. 
“It was an awesome way for the 
community to get together and 
support the hockey team,” she said.

Skylar said that the school 
shouldn’t try to have an actual 
Hockey Night because it won’t be 
the same and the turnout wouldn’t 
be as big as it was the previous 
years because it would have to be 
off campus. “I think we should 
remember Hockey Night as it was, 
and not try to recreate it,” she said.

S o p h o m o r e  h o c k e y 
player Garth Swanson says he 
hates that the school hockey 
rink is gone because he loved 
playing in front of everyone on 
Hockey Night. “It was just an 
all-around fun night, and great 
experience to play in,” he said.

by Sean James ‘19

“As English 
teachers, we are 
always trying to 
keep the curric-
ulum fresh and 
assess how the 
texts are working 
together.”

– Ms. Schieffelin

The KO Chess Club hosted 
the 2016-17 Connecticut Scho-
lastic Blitz Chess Championships 
on Sunday, Dec. 11, in Alumni Hall. 

It’s one of 10 chess tourna-
ments in the Connecticut Scho-
lastic Chess Championship Series. 
About 50 elementary, middle and 
high school students competed. 

“In holding the tournaments, 
we’re trying to give the kids signif-
icant chess exposure and increase 
chess awareness,” said Alexander 
Lumelsky, co-founder of the 
Connecticut Chess Organization. 

Co-president of the KO 
Chess Club sophomore Benjamin 
Small said he started the club 
last year because he had an 
interest in chess and felt that 
he could benefit the commu-
nity by sharing his knowledge. 

“I created it in the hope 
that it will be in the venue 
so that people can, through 
friendly competition, increase 
skill and efficiency,” he said.

Co-president of the Chess 
Club sophomore Eryk Jones said 
that the the tournaments are a good 
way to bring the idea to chess to KO. 

This autumn has brought 
an increase in chess interest to the 
KO. Benjamin said this year there 

have been 15 to 20 participants at 
every meeting. “Last year the club 
wasn’t doing very well, and we 
only had one tournament,” he said. 

 Last year the club met 
Thursday mornings at 8 a.m. 
But now the club meets every 
Monday during lunch one in Ms. 
Appel’s room. “The move in 
time was the significant reason in 
the attendance,” Benjamin said. 

Eryk said that a lot of the 
new people coming into the club 
are freshmen. “The club consists 
of mostly underclassmen,” he 
said. “Chess club is good for 
people in every skill level to get 
better at chess and have a good 
time. If we get half the new 
people to join the club, then we 

by Kush Kataria ’20

are headed in the right direction.” 
Freshman Jaden DiMauro 

said he enjoys chess club greatly. 
“It has allowed me to play with 
new people and expand my 
knowledge in chess,” he said. “It 
has also allowed me to partici-
pate in tournaments and gain 
new experiences,” he said. “Even 
though chess club is a little 
chaotic at times due to the number 
of people, I like to play chess 
with anyone I want to and have 
a good time doing what I love.”

Benjamin sees new heights 
for the fast-growing club. “I 
know the guy that is in charge 
of the Watkinson chess club, 
so I want to organize an inter-
scholastic competition,” he said. 

Elementary school students compete in the Connecticut Scholastic Blitz Chess 
Tournament last Sunday in Alumni Hall. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.
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Calculating the cost of KO & Co. : 
where and how we get our apparel  

This year, KO students 
have welcomed the new school 
store with open arms. However, 
the opening of KO & Co. and 
changes in the Athletic Depart-
ment’s sports gear contracts have 
drawn attention to the affordability 
of different kinds of KO apparel. 

D i r ec to r  o f  Summer 
Programs and Facility Rentals 
Sheri Shea said that the new KO 
store buys about 15 percent of KO 
& Co. merchandise from TLM, a 
company run by former KO parent, 
Rob Mittleman, and 5 percent from 
various other vendors, such as 
Halo, which is run by the parents 
of senior Grace Miller and junior 

Carter Castanza. The remaining 
80 percent of merchandise comes 
from Atlantic Sportswear, the 
self-described “team apparel 
specialists” that supply all of KO’s 
uniforms and other team gear. 

As a joke, KO students 
were told that the three options 
for the KO Store’s names –  “The 
KO-Op,” “KO & Co.,” and 
“Wyvern Wares” – were devised 

by an outside branding company. 
In reality, they came from our 
very own Ms. Shea with the 
help of other faculty members. 

“My thought process was 
that ‘The KO-Op’ was the preppy, 
shortened version of the word 
cooperative, ‘Wyvern Wares’ was 
the athletic name, and ‘KO & 
Co.’ was fashioned after Tiffany 
& Co. while playing on our 
mascot KOKO,” said Ms. Shea. 
“In order to get the voice of the 
whole school heard, everyone 
was sent a Google Form to vote 
on the three names, and ‘KO & 
Co.’ was the ultimate winner.”

The prices of items at the 
KO store are fairly similar to 
those from surrounding schools. 
If a student were to buy the least 

expensive pom-pom hat, short-
sleeve t-shirt, sweatshirt, and 
pair of mid-calf socks from each 
store, the total bill would be $73 at 
Loomis, $90 at Choate, and $105 
at KO. A manager from Loomis’s 
school store, the most afford-
able of the schools we looked 
at, mentioned that economical 
prices were a priority at Loomis, 
saying, “We pride ourselves on 
fair and competitive pricing.”

While the four items listed 
are, overall, slightly more expen-
sive at KO, some students argue 
that KO’s items are of a better 
quality and well worth the price. 

“There are a lot of very high 
quality clothes at KO & Co. – Vine-
yard Vines, Under Armour, etc.,” 
said senior Alec Rossi. “So, while 
some of the prices are a little higher, 
the superior quality is well worth 
a few extra dollars in my mind”

The KO store is not involved 
in a contract that requires the store 
to purchase apparel or gear exclu-

sively from any one company. “It’s 
nice [that there is] not a contract 
because it allows us to carry many 
different brand names at various 
price ranges,” said KO parent and 
alumna Charna Kaufman, who 
is extremely involved in helping 
manage KO & Co. and running 
Hewett Day sales. Although 
there is no contract for KO & 
Co., the school store chooses 
to buy all its Under Armour 
gear from Atlantic Sportswear.  

Unlike the school store, the 
KO Athletics Department is bound 
under a new contract with Atlantic 
Sportswear this year. Director of 
Athletics Debra Fiske said she 
started looking into contracts 
with different companies last 
year and decided Atlantic Sports-
wear was the best option. “We 
became an all Under Armour 
school. Atlantic Sportswear also 
sells Nike and Adidas, but we 
chose Under Armour because we 
felt that would be the best bang 
for your buck,” Mrs. Fiske said. 

The contract is set for three 
years and requires all uniforms and 

team gear to be Under Armour and 
purchased through Atlantic Sports-
wear. In exchange, KO receives 
discounts on the merchandise they 
buy and “loyalty points” that can 
be put towards KO’s next purchase. 

“Our loyalty to them 
[Atlantic Sportswear] is kind of 
like everything in today’s day and 
age where your credit card gives 
loyalty points or you receive miles 
for flying, giving discounts toward 
future purchases,” said Mrs. Fiske. 
The merchandise KO buys from 
Atlantic Sportswear is about 40 
percent off the retail price and then 
the rewards points from previous 
orders result in further discounts. 

This new contract means 
that all team gear, such as extra 
sweatshirts, jackets, or shirts, 

must be ordered through this 
company as well. Although the 
apparel doesn’t have to be Under 
Armour, it must be ordered through 
Atlantic Sportswear, which is not 
always the least expensive option. 

Captain of the boys squash 
team, senior Ryan Albanesi said 
that this year his team will not 
be getting new apparel due to 
the pricing. “It’s just too expen-
sive, so we decided to keep the 
gear from last year that was given 
to us by the school,” Ryan said.

Senior Sasha Bash also said 
that the new contract had the unin-
tended side-effect of increasing 
prices for additional team gear. 

“Every year the JV girls 
soccer team orders shirts for warm-
ups, and they’re normally around 
$11-12 because we would just order 
from whatever company had the 
best price,” Sasha said. “However, 
this year we had to order them 
through Atlantic Sportswear and 
they cost each of us about $20.” 

Even though the KO store 
does not have a contract with a 
specific company, the more KO & 
Co. purchases merchandise from 
Atlantic Sportswear, the more 
rewards points our school receives. 
These reward points can in turn 
be used by the Athletics Depart-
ment to get cheaper uniforms. 

“This contract helps to 
make things possible that other-

wise, we just don’t have room in 
the budget for,” said Mrs. Fiske.

This is why about 80 percent 
of the items in the KO store are 
purchased from Atlantic Sports-
wear. “If the school store chooses 
to purchase items through Atlantic 
Sportswear, the school gets a 
discount on team uniforms,” said 
Director of Communications and 
Marketing Jacqueline Pisani.

“[The school store 
is able] to carry 
many different 
brand names at 
various price 
ranges”

– Mrs. Kaufman
“If a student is 
walking through 
...the Center in 
[KO] apparel, 
it’s like a walking 
billboard for our 
school”.

– Ms. PisaniThis graphic shows the total cost of one pom-pom hat, t-shirt, sweatshirt, and 
pair of mid-calf socks at each school store.. By Carolyn McCusker ’17

Many new items are on display at  KO & Co. .  Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17

by Carolyn McCusker ’17
 and Hannah Bash ’18

Jerseys are purchased from Atlantic Sportswear, which supplies 80 percent of the KO store. Photo by Clay Miles.

Ms.  Pisani  sa id  tha t 
the establishment of a school 
store with more accessible 
KO gear was very important 
from a marketing standpoint.

“If a student is walking 
through Westfarms or the Center 
in Kingswood Oxford apparel, 
it’s like a walking billboard for 
our school,” Mrs. Pisani said.

“This contract 
helps to make 
things possible 
that otherwise, 
we just don’t 
have room in the 
budget for.”

– Mrs. Fiske
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Improvisational comedy 
has faded from the KO scene in 
recent years, but junior Zack Herz 
has founded a new improv club 
that will soon kick off its weekly 
meetings during PLB. Zack said 
he is reviving improv at KO to 
encourage students to shine a 
light on their creative and comedic 
personalities, as well as to develop 
their confidence and acting skills. 

The club will focus on devel-
oping improvisational acting and 
performance skills through games 
and brief scenes. No acting experi-
ence is required, and all students 
are welcome to participate. The 
club is intended to be fun for both 
actors and non-actors, said Zack. 

“Improv is very comedic. 
The awkwardness is very funny 
because most people have to 
say the first thing that pops into 
their head,” he said. Creative arts 
teacher and theater director Eric 
Langmeyer says that improv is 
a great skill for students to have.

“Basical ly,  improv is 
awesome for four simple reasons,” 
Mr. Langmeyer said. “One, it 
teaches you the value to say ‘yes’ 
to everything in life! Two, social 
benefits! We all need to become 
better at interacting with others 
live versus a screen nowadays. 
Three, how to accept failure and 
move on. Four, laugh! The ability 
to laugh at oneself and the situ-
ation at hand is often the best 
medicine for life’s challenges.” 

Freshman Maggie Eberle 

Herz improves 
improv club
by Amelia Boardman ’20 said she is especially excited 

about the club. “I’m looking 
forward to the acting and freedom 
of expression in the improv 
games,” she said. “I joined the 
club because I wanted a place to 
share my creativity and acting.” 

Zack said that improv is 
great for developing acting and 
public speaking skills, but is also a 
good way for students to gain confi-
dence and relieve stress. “It helps 
people come out of their shell, 
come away from their shyness 
and be more comfortable,” he said. 

Mr. Langmeyer said that 
improv can provide an impor-
tant outlet for self-expression. 

“Improvisation is a source 
of deepening the self-awareness 
in students as they find ways to 
express their ideas, opinions, 
and feelings through the phys-
ical action of improvisation,” he 
said. “I find that students want 
to have voice and want an outlet 
to share their voice. More impor-
tantly, students discover the role 
of empathy as well. Students in 
improv become more compas-
sionate and understanding as 
they act out various situations 
and resolve them, get to remake 
them, and see life in a new lens.”

Maggie said she hopes 
that not only theater-lovers will 
join the group, but that it will 
also attract students who simply 
want to take some risks. “If you 
love theater or putting yourself 
out there, go for it!” she said. “If 
you want to come out of your 
shell, you should definitely try it!”

Japanese comic book 
spirals out of control

Written by Junji  I to, 
“Uzumaki” is a three-volume 
horror manga series in which a 
Japanese coastal town, Kurouzu-
cho, is plagued by a super-
natural curse involving spirals. 

Initially, everyone is either 
terrified of the spirals or they’re 
absolutely infatuated with them. 
However, as the whole town 
spirals into madness (no pun 
intended), it completely trans-
forms: once a harmonious, 
provincial  community,  the 
spirals have caused Kurouzu-
cho to turn into a literal Hell.

Like Elizabeth Strout’s 
“Olive Kitteridge,” “Uzumaki” 
is split into chapters that tell 
mini-stories about different civil-
ians in the town as their lives are 
disrupted by the infestation of 
spirals. As in “Olive Kitteridge,” 
each narrative in “Uzumaki” 
has the presence of the teenage 
protagonist Kirie Goshima.

Prior to “Uzumaki,” my 
only other exposure to Japanese 
pop culture had been limited to 
the Studio Ghibli films and the 
anime series, “Tactics,” “Tsuku-
yomi: Moon Phase,” “Elfen Lied.” 

Aside from that, I have never 
really delved deeply into the world 
of Japanese literature, comics, 
movies, or television series. 
Keeping my lack of knowledge 
in mind, I can say that “Uzumaki” 
is very well-made, although it has 
some substantial flaws as well.

Much of this manga’s 

fame comes from how gut-
wrenching, traumatizing, grue-
some, and truly horrifying the 
illustrations and plot points are. 

With scenes involving canni-
balism, mental breakdowns, hospi-
talizations, vampirism, human 
mutilation, murder, and obsessive 
behavior, it is very understand-
able why many are left aston-
ished and disturbed after reading 
this notorious horror series.

Th i s  manga  i s  ve ry 
successful in creating emotional 
responses from its readers; as 
I read through it, I could feel 
myself cringing from all the gore. 
In general, I’m pretty emotion-
ally tough when it comes to 
horror movies and things like 
that, and so the fact that I even 
felt myself having a reaction 
to this manga says something.

Along with that,  this 
manga is also very thought-
provoking: as the townspeople 
live under the control of the spirals, 
their true colors are revealed. 

This  series  expresses 
how truly selfish we are as 
human beings and how in times 
of crisis, no matter how posi-
tively we portray ourselves, 
our self-serving, human nature 
will inevitably show through. 

Rather  than  working 
together to find ways to escape 
the control of the spiral, the war 
becomes between the people, 
fighting against one another. 

One of the noticeable flaws 
of “Uzumaki” is that Ito never 
really explains just how the 

spirals originated in Kurouzu-cho.
Throughout each volume, 

the only information about the 
origin that we receive, is from 
Kirie’s boyfriend, Shuichi Saito, 
who is one of the few charac-
ters to not completely submit 
to the power of the spiral. 

But even then, Shuichi only 
offers general theories and never 
anything certain. Shuichi’s most 
notable theory is that the town has 
experienced a complete spiral take-
over centuries before, and that this 
is simply a resurrection of the curse.

As creative as the narra-
tives are, there gets to be a point 
where it becomes tiring to see the 
same general idea: The spirals 
have taken over the characters’ 
lives and as a result, they’ve 
lost their sense of humanity. 

Fortunately, Ito probably 
saw this as well and wrote the 
series to be short. While it is only 
20 chapters, reading this series 
is very emotionally draining. 

All in all, if you’re looking 
for an intense horror manga, 
“Uzumaki” is the one to read.

Wyvern Invitational A Cappella 
Festival to be hosted for 9th year

KO will host the ninth 
annual Wyvern Invitational A 
Cappella Festival (WIAF) in 
Roberts Theater from 7 to 10 p.m. 
on Friday, Jan. 27 and from 6:30 
to 10 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 28. 

The festival is being held 
later in January than in recent 
years because it was switched 
with the Choral Expo, which 
will be held on Friday, Jan. 6, 
said creative arts teacher and 
choral director David Baker.

The change to having the 
festival on both Friday and Saturday 
means that the top eight groups 
from the previous year’s competi-
tion will be competing on Saturday 
night, singing two songs each, 
and the other groups will perform 
on Friday night, Mr. Baker said. 

Saturday’s competition, 
known for being enormously 
entertaining, sold out extremely 
quickly, due to the festival’s 
popularity. All of the proceeds 

by Gabrielle Ruban ’18

by Maeve McDonald ’19 from the WIAF go to Team Tobati.
Oxfordians, KO’s all-

female group, and Crimson 7, 
KO’s all-male group, will be 
performing on Saturday night 
and competing for the various 
prizes that can be earned. 

“I really enjoy singing 
and the competition that goes 
along with it, and the WIAF 
is the epitome of both of these 
things,” said sophomore Charlie 
Coxon, a member of Crimson 7.

Among the possible prizes 
to be awarded are best group, best 
female soloist, best male soloist, 
best choreography, best vocal 
percussion, and others. “We don’t 
just give awards for best group. 
There are lots of different areas for 
groups to excel.” Mr. Baker said. 

Mr. Baker said that some 
of KO’s top competitors include 
Lexington and B Sharp from 
Conard High School. “But you 
just never know. There's always 
surprises.” Mr. Baker said. 

During last year’s concert, 

a member of Oxfordians, senior 
Carolyn McCusker, won best 
female soloist. “Singing a solo 
was pretty scary, but it's not too 
bad once you get used to the 
crowd. I'm really excited to go 
again this year,” Carolyn said.   

Although Saturday night is 
when the competition happens, 
a night of great entertain-
ment is lined up for Friday too. 

Among other  groups, 
KO’s Middle School vocal 
ensemble will be performing. 

Also performing on Friday 
is Backtrack, a professional 
a capella group. This group 
features Andrew Kim, who spent 
time last year working with KO 
chorus groups on their music.

Members from Backtrack 
will also be judging Saturday's 
competition. Mr. Baker said that 
Mr. Kim is going to work with 
others to improve the festival 
this year. “We figured, let’s bring 
in someone who really knows 
a capella,” Mr. Baker said. 

The festival is also recorded 
on a live feed, so people have the 
option to watch the action unfold 
online. Mr. Baker said that the 
WIAF has grown immensely 
since it first began nine years 
ago. The festival, which started 
with only three groups singing 

to compete, now includes 16 
groups, and may continue to grow. 

Mr. Baker said that he is 
always thinking about ways to 
improve the festival. He said he 
is considering adding a Saturday 
workshop for the groups partici-
pating in the festival in future years. 

The Oxfordians, an all-female group, performs a piece at the WIAF in Roberts 
Theater last year. Photo courtesy of Kingswood Oxford’s Facebook page. 

All in all, if 
you’re looking 
for an intense 
horror manga, 
“Uzumaki” is the 
one to read.
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For the first time in KO 
history,  the Upper School 
orchestra accompanied the KO 
choir groups Outlook and Voce at 
this year’s Candlelight Concerts. 

The three groups combined 
to perform “Tollite Hostias” 
by Camille Saint-Saëns at the 
two concerts at 4:30 p.m. and 
6:30 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 4 
in the candle-lit Alumni Hall.

“This is the first time that 
the combined choirs sang with the 
Upper School Orchestra, which 
is quite momentous,” said junior 
David Marottolo, a member of 
Outlook who sang on Sunday night.
David also played the organ at the 
concerts, which was another unique 
feature of this year’s Candlelights. 

“The use of the organ is 
particularly exciting, as this 
marks what I like to think of as 
its inaugural’ performance,” said 
David, who also accompanied 
Voce, the Upper School advanced, 
all-female choir, on piano. 

“David Marottolo’s playing 
an organ solo to start the concert 
is new and special because it’s 
the first time the organ has been 
played in over 20 years here at 
KO,” said creative arts teacher 
David Baker, who directs the 
co-ed select choir Outlook. 

T h e  M i d d l e  S c h o o l 
orchestra also performed at 
the  Candlel ight  Concer ts . 

The directors of the various 
ensembles  that  performed 
are creative arts teacher and 
director of the orchestra Richard 
Chiarappa, creative arts teacher 
and director of Voce Steven 
Mitchel l ,  and Mr.  Baker.

All four groups have spent 
the past three months practicing in 

preparation for their performances.
 “The students [in Outlook] 

have been working a lot on 
blending vowel shapes and 
dynamic contrast to make music 
interesting,” Mr. Baker said. 

Mr. Baker praised Outlook 
for the work they’ve done on  
musical technique. “They are 
doing a really nice job with it 
so far,” he said, “Learning how 
to sing with an organ was tricky 
at first, but they got the hang of 
it, and I think it sounds cool.” 

David said he devoted hours 
to rehearsing with each group as 
their piano or organ accompanist.

“On a personal level, I’ve 
spent time working with each 
group as an accompanist, and 
also practiced extensively on the 
KO organ in Alumni Hall, getting 
a feel for the acoustics of the 
instrument in that space,” he said.

T h e  c o n c e r t  o p e n e d 
with an organ piece written by 
David, entitled “Variations on 
an English Carol.” The Middle 
School and Upper School orches-
tras played several pieces, such 
as “Academic March,” a piece 
arranged by Mr. Chiarappa. 

“The first concert went 
well,” junior violist Anthony 

Melody said, “and the second 
one we played much better. The 
violin duet by juniors Ellie Bavier 
and Prithvi Gunturu sounded 
amazing in the second concert. 
The audience turnout was 
good, and the whole orchestra 
worked hard, and it paid off.” 

In addition to two combined 
pieces, Outlook sang “African 
Noel” by Victor C. Johnson, 
“Once in Royal David’s City” by 
H.J. Gauntlett with organ accom-
paniment and two soloists, senior 
Lauren McPherson and junior Lily 
Hammer, and “Ave Verum Corpus” 
by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
with organ accompaniment, 
featuring several string players. 

Voce sang “No Time” 
and “She Sings,” both accom-
panied on piano by David. 

The  two choi rs  a l so 
combined  to  s ing  “Oseh 
Shalom,” a quodlibet by cantor 
Rochelle Nelson, and “Tollite 
Hostias” by Camille Saint-Saëns, 
accompanied by the orchestra.

“I’ve been going to those 
concerts almost all my life,” 
freshman Voce singer Molly Jones 
said, “but this year I think we got 
so much better; we’re stronger 
and more confident as a group.”

Candlelight Concerts light 
up Alumni Hall with music
by Nell Schwartz ’19

Fantastic Beasts 
spins off the charts

When “Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find Them” came out in 
theaters on Friday, Nov. 18, it was 
surrounded by controversy as many 
avid and loyal Harry Potter fans 
experienced a range of emotions.  

Many loyal fans wondered 
how the famous wizarding world of 
the Harry Potter books and movies 
could possibly be channeled, let 
alone recreated, in a new film. 

Nonetheless,  the new 
movie delivers a different yet 
exciting portrayal of magic, as a 
host of new characters and never-
before-seen fantastical creatures 
are introduced and revealed.

The story follows a wizard 
named Newt Scamander (Eddie 
Redmayne) and the escalating 
developments following his 
arrival in New York City in 1926. 

Newt, a magizoologist, is on 
a trip around the world to find and 
study more magical creatures.  His 
brief stop in New York is prolonged 
when one of his creatures, a 
Niffler, escapes from his magical 
suitcase and Newt must capture it.  

Jacob Kowalski  (Dan 
Fogler), a non-magical man 
living in New York, accidentally 
switches suitcases with Newt while 
auror Tina Goldstein (Katherine 
Waterston) briefly arrests Newt 
for being an unregistered wizard.  

Although Newt is soon 
reunited with his suitcase and 
does not actually get arrested, 
Jacob and Tina learn of Newt’s 
creatures and stick with him as he 
faces more problems in the city.

As these main characters 
learn more about each other, 
another plot thickens. Many 
recent attacks and destructive 
incidents in New York City have 

alarmed its citizens, and, as non-
magical people largely condemn 
those with magical powers in 
wizard-phobic America, many 
believe it to be a force of magic.  

Percival Graves (Colin 
Farrell), auror and Director of 
Magical Security for the Magical 
Congress, thinks it is an Obscurus, 
a destructive force within a magical 
child that is sometimes released.  

Graves offers Credence 
Barebone (Ezra Miller) freedom 
from his cruel mother at the 
orphanage if Credence finds 
the host of the Obscurus.  

The screen time is divided 
between these two groups, Newt 
and his new friends and Credence 
and his family, until their stories 
merge at the end in a final conflict.  

A mixture of adventure and 
discovery in addition to dark-
ness and peril, the film success-
fully conveys the excitement and 
dangers of the wizarding world.  

J.K. Rowling’s novel, 
“Fantastic Beasts and Where 
to Find Them” is purport-
edly a textbook containing the 
history of Magizoology, the 
study of magical creatures.  

This book is the same 
textbook Harry Potter and all 
Hogwarts first-year students use 
in “Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone,” and contains notes written 
by Harry, Hermione and Ron.  

The film highlights a stark 
contrast between the magical 
and non-magical, exploring 
the role of wizards and witches 
in twentieth century America. 

Viewers meet Newt, his new 
companions, and the dark force 
plaguing the city, but, more impor-
tantly, they see what happens when 
his suitcase, containing a variety 
of magical creatures, is left open.

Combined performance of “Tollite Hostias.” Photo by Nat Bates ’18. 

by Tara Kilkenny ’17

Musician of the Month: Charlie Coxon
His colleagues and teachers 

say this talented, red-haired soph-
omore is energetic and enthusi-
astic. They say that he has perfect 
pitch, which means that he can 
reproduce or identify any note. 

In addition, they say he 
astonished KO students with 
his stunning performance as 
Toby, the assistant to the demon 
barber, in the KO musical 
“Sweeney Todd” last winter.

These are among the 
many reasons that sophomore 
Charlie Coxon has been named 
KO’s Musician of the Month. 

Charlie said music has 
always been part of his child-
hood. “Instruments didn’t interest 
me; singing did,” he said. Charlie 
added that he has been inspired 
by his dad, who is part of a 
small band with some friends. 

Charlie sings in the KO’s 
co-ed select choral group, Outlook, 
and the all-boys a cappella group, 
Crimson 7. He also likes to sing 
barbershop music, which is 
four-part male harmony music 

that quartets of barbers used to 
sing in barbershops. “I really 
like to sing anything that’s chal-
lenging for my voice,” he said. 

Charlie said that he prac-
tices singing music every single 
day. “I don’t know when the 
last day I didn’t sing [was],” 
he said. “Different notes have 
different colors in my brain.” 

Char l ie’s  outs tanding 
voice earned him a spot in the 
CMEA’s Northern Regional 
Honors Choir this past fall. 

Director of Crimson 7, 

David Baker, who also worked 
with Charlie with Camp KO a 
capella in the summer, describes 
Charlie as an intellectual musi-
cian. “He’s very thoughtful 
about how a piece of music 
works, harmonies, and progres-
sion of pitches,” Mr. Baker said. 

He adds that Charlie is a team 
player and has lots of energy on 
stage. “Overall one of the best traits 
Charlie has is [that] he’s willing 
to take risks,” Mr. Baker said. 

One of Charlie’s fellow 
singers in the Crimson 7, junior 

David Marottolo, described 
Charlie as very skilled singer who 
is also very humble. “Charlie really 
has a lot of energy, he’s also a very 
consistent singer,” David said.  

David said that Charlie 
energizes the entire ensemble and 
always seems to enjoy the music 
he sings. “He’s also a really good 
supporting singer; he helps blend 
with the group,” David said. 

Another of Charlie’s fellow 
singers, junior Zachary Herz, 
said that Charlie has perfect 
pitch. “I like to ask him for a 
pitch when I need it,” he said. 

He added that Charlie has a 
great voice. “He’s definitely very 
energetic; he adds excitement to 
the people around him,” he said. 

Charlie said that he partic-
ipates in a theater program 
every summer in Glastonbury, 
his hometown. “It’s called 
Glastonbury Youth and Family 
Services and they put on several 
shows every year,” he said. 

Charlie also mentioned that 
he found himself in an uncom-
fortable position this summer 
when he played the role of a 

seagull character in a production. 
“It’s hot and cramped in the 

dressing room,” he said, “Since I 
was in a bird costume and had to 
dance, I was constantly sweating.” 

Charlie said that playing 
Toby in KO’s musical “Sweeney 
Todd” last winter presented 
unique challenges. “Usually, the 
challenge is learning lines and 
music,” he said. “For me person-
ally, it was being able to play 
Toby convincingly and fluidly so 
it didn’t feel awkward onstage.”

In this winter’s KO musical, 
“Pippin,” Charlie will be playing 
Lewis, half-brother to Pippin 
and son of Fastrada. So keep an 
eye out for Lewis in “Pippin.” 
Knowing Charlie’s acting and 
singing skills, Lewis is likely to be 
a character you won’t soon forget. 

by Luv Kataria ’20

Musician of the Month Charlie Coxon. Photo by Nat Bates ’18.

“I don’t know 
when the last day I 
didn’t sing [was].” 
   – Charlie Coxon
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Langmeyer’s debut, ‘Arabian 
Nights,’ enchants KO audiences 

When King Sharyar ’s 
wife cheats on him, he kills both 
her and her lover. Due to his 
broken heart, he remarries and 
kills a new woman each night. 

But when Wazir’s daughters, 
Scheherezade and Dunyazade, are 
the only women left, Scheherezade 
decides to delay the deaths of both 
her and her sisters by telling King 
Sharyar stories that end in cliff-
hangers each night, forcing him 
to keep her alive for another day. 

Now, if you’re wondering 
what happens next, perhaps you 
missed KO’s fall play, “Arabian 
Nights,” on Thursday, Nov. 17 
and Friday, Nov. 18. But fear 
not! You’re about to find out!

The play presents Scheher-
ezade’s stories as she tells them to 
the king. Scheherezade was played 
by senior Poppy Sheehan and the 
King Sharyar by senior James Witt. 

The first story was about 
a merchant who is punished for 
rudely rejecting his perfect love. 
This man is tricked into marrying 
an ugly woman until he apolo-
gizes to his perfect love and is 
freed from the other woman. The 
merchant and his love are then 
married for the rest of their lives. 

The next story was about 
a court jester, who is unwillingly 
married; he ends up discovering 

that his wife has four lovers. He 
takes these lovers to the king and 
each one tells a story in order 
to be spared from punishment. 

After Scheherezade tells 
these stories, the king realizes he 
has fallen in love with her! They 
get married, and Dunyazade gets 
married to the king’s brother.

The end of  the  play 
presented a complete plot twist 
that the audience did not expect. 

Creative arts teacher Eric 
Langmeyer, who directed the play, 
said he chose to present “Arabian 
Nights” for several reasons. “When 
I was researching scripts, I had a 
strong desire to produce a large-
ensemble cast production with 
the potential for great stagecraft 
as well as dance,” he said. “After 
reading over many scripts I opted 
for this version mainly for a few 
reasons: its humor, its theatricality, 
and its depiction of normal people 
who go through extraordinary 
circumstances. You met rich people 
and poor people, good people 
and bad people going through 
dramatic and comedic circum-
stances – just as you would from 
another play from any culture.”

Creative arts teacher Mark 
Kravetz, the technical director for 
the production, said he and Mr. 
Langmeyer teamed up to create 
the set design for the production. 

Since the play is a series 

of stories and those stories are 
supposed to be flashbacks, he said, 
they wanted to create a temple that 
looked like ruins to fit the tale. 

The result was a false 
proscenium and the back wall was 
a collapsed structure. On top of the 
stage there was a slightly raised 
platform where most of the action 
between characters took place. 

Mr. Kravetz said the process 
of creating the set involved 
a give and take between the 
director and the set designer. 

Mr. Langmeyer would come 
up a few ideas and run them by 
Mr. Kravetz. Then Mr. Kravetz 
would go off and design the set, 
and Mr. Langmeyer would say 
what he liked and disliked about 
the set and what he felt it needed.

“Since the set was very 
simple, there were not many 
conflicts with it,” said Mr. Kravetz. 
“The lighting dictated the mood 
for the stories and setting, so 
we didn’t have to do much with 
changing the physical setting.”

The costume designer was 
Vivianna Lamb and the set painter 
was Margaret Messerschmidt. 

This play differed from 
previous plays that KO has 
presented mainly because it 
included a fair amount of impro-
visation. Mr. Langmeyer encour-
aged the students to explore their 
characters and give suggestions 

while allowing the players to 
create their own unique actions. 

He said that rehearsals 
involved a lot of spontaneous 
and creative responses from 
the students and a willing-
ness to become a team that 
fabricated something colossal 
that could please everyone. 

Because everyone had to 
cooperate and collaborate with 
one another, he said, the most diffi-
cult part in the production process 
was finding a time when everyone 
could be there. Sports and school-
work created many conflicts. 

But Poppy said that all the 
scheduling hassles were worth it. 
“Honestly, there is not much about 
the theater that I don’t like,” she 
said. “However, if I had to pick 
something, it would probably 
be the time commitment, simply 
because it makes it more difficult 
to finish my work on time. That 

by Ishaa Sohail ’20

Students perform Arabian Nights in Roberts Theater. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

Assembly to 
celebrate winter

Senior  Tim Bucknam 
has been leaving a mark as one 
of the elite filmmakers of the 
school. His passion and thrill 
for shooting and producing 
movies sets him above the rest.

Tim was first exposed to the 
art of filmmaking when he was 
little and watched “Mary Poppins” 
on VHS. While in fourth grade, 
Tim got his first video camera. 

“Getting this camera was 
one of the coolest things ever at the 
time,” Tim said. “Now I could make 
my own stories in my own world.”

The five-minute uned-
i ted videos that  he made 
were not anything like the 
movies he saw on TV, he said. 

“But the feeling of being able 
to express myself and my thoughts 
visually is what really drew me to 
film in the first place,” said Tim. 

Tim loves to watch movies, 
whether good or bad, for inspiration 
and is always willing to learn from 
what he watches. The directors he 
looks up to the most are Quentin 
Tarantino, because of his strong 
dialogue, and Alejandro González 
Iñárritu and Stanley Kubrick, 
because of the way they tell stories 
through the camera and frame. 

Despite drawing inspira-

tion from others, Tim said that 
his work is unique to himself 
and does not directly resemble 
to work of other directors. 

This fall Tim has been busy 
with three simultaneous projects. 
He made an almost feature-length 
documentary, “Todo es Posible,” 
about Team Tobati and their 2016 
service trip in Paraguay. It depicts 
how the organization started 
and its impact on the commu-
nity of Tobati and the volunteers. 

He also made a mini-movie 
on the Wyvern in Space Project, 
documenting KO students’ launch 
and retrieval of a payload sent 
into space via weather balloon.

Tim’s third project was 
a six-minute short film titled 
“Captive,” which he made in 
collaboration with other film-
makers at a workshop  last summer.  

Tim said he considers himself 
to be a self-taught filmmaker. He 
first started making videos in fifth 
grade, and, when he got his first 
computer in seventh grade, he 
was able to teach himself how to 
edit with Windows Movie Maker. 

Tim credits much of his 
growth to creative arts teacher Mark 
Kravetz, who has helped him in 
many ways during his time at KO. 

“If it hadn’t been for Mr. 
Kravetz, I wouldn’t be able to make 

the movies I have made,” Tim said. 
“He was the one that showed me 
how to write a script, how to make 
a shot list and how to have good 
shot continuity. He even helped me 
through the ‘Todo es Posible’ film 
by giving me feedback and helping 
me make a new genre of film that 
I had never explored before.”

Tim has some ideas for future 
films, but said he plans on taking a 
break from filmmaking for a while. 

“Now that ‘Todo es Posible’ 
is out of the way,” said Tim, “I want 
to take some time to enjoy my last 
year in high school and think about 
what I’m going to do in the future.”

Tim’s goal is to stay with 
filmmaking and participate 
in college and in later years. 

“I made a promise in 
eighth grade that I  would 
become a successful  f i lm 
director one day,” said Tim. 

by Jacob Brown ’17

The annual all-school 
Winter Assembly will take 
place from 11:40 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 21.

Periods A, F, C and G will 
be shortened by five minutes and 
advisee period will be eliminated 
that day to accommodate the 
50-minute assembly, which will 
begin at the conclusion of period G.

According to  h is tory 
teacher Ted Levine, who is orga-
nizing the event, the assembly 
will feature Middle School and 
Upper School choral and instru-
mental groups, as well as several 
other readings and presentations. 

“The assembly is just a 
way to bring the community 
together one more time before 
we go on vacation,” Mr. Levine 
said. “The traditional theme is 
essentially being together and 
being part of the community.”

Besides the choral and 
instrumental groups, there will 
be some wonderful surprises, Mr. 
Levine said. “We try to have some 
good laughs, we hope.” he said.

Freshman Ella Schwartz 
said that her choral group, Voce 
Novissima, will be singing two 
songs at the assembly. “One is 
called ‘The Musicians,’ and we 

will be singing it with the Middle 
School Choir,” she said. “The other 
is called ‘O Lilizela,’ and we will 
be singing that with the Middle 
School and also maybe Outlook.”

Mr. Levine plays a vital 
role in arranging the assembly. 
He makes a list of all the students 
who will perform and makes sure 
that everything is up and running. 

“This is all about the 
students,” he said. “The faculty is 
way in the background for this one.”

Mr. Levine added that 
several faculty members will be 
helping the students prepare for the 
assembly, including creative arts 
teachers David Baker, director of 
Outlook and Crimson 7;  Richard 
Chiarappa, director of the Middle 
and Upper School Orchestras; 
and Steven Mitchell, director of 
Concert Choir and Voce Novissima.

by Esha Shrivastav ’20

“This is all about 
the students. The 
faculty is way in 
the background 
for this one.”

– Ted Levine

Artist of the month:
Senior Tim Bucknam

being said, putting in the time 
is absolutely worth it when you 
can put on a spectacular show.”

Mr. Langmeyer said the 
contributions of the student actors 
were critical. “The input and 
involvement of the actor is key 
and necessary to the success of the 
show,” he said. “The adventure lies 
in challenging your imagination 
and your creativity and your ability 
to take responsibility for creating a 
work of art. And I am very proud 
of the final art that was created.” 

Senior Shelby Fairchild, 
one of the featured actors in 
“Arabian Nights,” said she was 
happy the play provided so 
many characters and compo-
nents to work with and examine. 

“I liked the meta story 
with the story within the story,” 
she said, “because there were so 
many characters to explore and so 
many relationships to explore.”

“Now I could 
make my own 
stories in my own 
world.”   
     – Tim Bucknam
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Fashionista of the month: 
Junior Denny Puka
by Isabel Kaufman ’17

You may have seen this 
new stylish student walking 
around campus, and wondered 
who he is…junior Denny Puka 
is known for his trendy wardrobe 
and clearly puts a great deal of 
effort into his outfits each day. 

He has a very unique look 

Student leaders of month:
Alec Rossi, Emilie Sienko

Seniors Alec Rossi and 
Emilie Sienko, through all of their 
accomplishments and busy sched-
ules have taken on yet another 
important role in our KO commu-
nity. These two students have been 
named the coordinators of the KO 
Tutoring and Enrichment center. 

You may have noticed 
that the space in Seaverns 
called Commons, is no longer 
the freshmen hang out. A few 
of our KO students and faculty 
have renovated the room, as it 
now serves as the space for peer 
tutoring in math and English. 

by Isabel Kaufman ’17

Each period during the 
day, this space is filled with 
the assigned tutors ready to 
work one on one with students. 

Although this process 
does not sound too compli-
cated, both Alec and Emilie 
have put a great deal of time and 
effort into seamlessly forming 
the schedules of which tutors 
have what free periods, and 
tutoring kids themselves as well. 

“We aided in the setup of the 
center through collaborating with 
Head of the Math Department 
Sandra Goss,” said Alec.“We had 
a meeting with Mrs. Goss over the 
summer to talk about our plans, 

going and is certainly one to care 
about appearance. Denny has 
certainly set high standards for 
himself, as he has come to school 
with a new trendy outfit each day. 

Denny said he does not 
base his wardrobe on any partic-
ular fashion icon in that field of 
work, but he did find some of his 
inspiration from, he said, from 
“this old man [he] saw walking 
on the street in New York City.” 

Denny sa id  that  th is 
man had on “the most beau-
t i fu l  denim jacket  and  a 
wonderful pair of cuffed pants.”

the physical setup and furniture 
for the room, and how we will 
run the program and attract a 
variety of kids,” said Emilie.

As it is now up and running, 
Alec and Emilie have agreed that 
those students who have used the 
tutors have gotten a lot out of the 
experience, but they do not believe 
that enough students are taking 
advantage of this opportunity. 

Tons of hard work has gone 
into this process, between figuring 
out the scheduling, and meeting 
with individual math teachers to 
get a sense of their teaching style. 

The tutors and coordina-
tors of our Enrichment Center 
an ready for more action. They 
have been through various train-
ings and are eager to help students 
who may be struggling with their 
math work or English essays. 

“I am happy to be a part 
of this program because, when 
I was a freshman, I remember 
needing a tutor for math. I like the 
idea that others have the oppor-
tunity to have this help readily 
available through each day of 
the school year,” said Emilie. 

Alec and Emilie have 
started up a terrific program, 
which they hope will continue 
to grow and be more and more 
successful in years to come.

Unlike many students, 
Denny’s fashion inspiration 
does not necessarily come 
from a famous actor or model. 

Af te r  desc r ib ing  the 
look of the city man, Denny 
said that his ideal outfit would 
be similar to that of this man. 

Denny said if he were to 
pick out his all-time favorite outfit 
it would be a khaki color polo hat, 
his large denim jacket with pink 
and purple sleeves, which he got 
at Savors, a sweatshirt underneath, 
a pair of light blue faded mom 
jeans that he cuffs at the bottom, a 
pair of vans, and a very important 
detail… black socks for the cuffs.

Although today many lazy 
teens enjoy sitting home on their 
couch and ordering new clothes 
off different websites, Denny 
does the complete opposite. 

He believes that shop-
ping in stores is much better 
and more efficient because 
i t  is  fast  and “physical .” 

Ordering online takes 
several days or even weeks some-
times. Denny says that he does 
not like waiting for the clothing 
after he has seen it and placed his 
order. Shopping in  stores also 
allows you to try on the appro-
priate sizes, Denny explained. 

He enjoys walking out of the 
store holding new bags of clothing 

that he is able to wear the next day. 
Purchasing most of his 

clothing at Nordstroms and Savers, 
Denny said that these are his favor-
ites because, he said, they “have 
such beautiful and unique clothing.” 

His favorite articles to buy 
are sweaters, jackets, and shoes, 
especially during this time of 
the year when it is hard to step 
outside without various layers. 

Denny says  he owns 
many different colors and 
s tyles  of  sweaters ,  so he 
can change it up each day. 

When playing it safe, 
Denny said that the colors 
black and gray are nice to wear 
because they are very common 
and they are not offensive colors.

On the other hand, Denny 
owns many items of clothing 
with brighter colors that stand 
out. He acknowledges that 
his wardrobe does consist of 
many neutral color pieces to 
tone down the brighter fabrics. 

As he said when describing 
his outfit of choice, he owns 
an oversized denim jacket 
with pink and purple sleeves.

As bold and different as 
this item may be, Denny has the 
style and courage to rock the look.

Denny is not hard to find 
walking around the KO campus. 
Look for the nicely dressed, well 
put together, very trendy, junior 
male, with cuffed pants, and you 
have found our stylish student!

With  so  many tes t s , 
papers, and projects coming 
up in the next two weeks, it can 
be hard to think beyond next 
period, never mind next week. 

However, after all the chaos 
of school winds down, students 
will have two hard-earned weeks 
of winter break to rest and relax. 

Many students said they 
plan to spend this time with 
family and friends; whether at 
home or on a tropical beach, 
they said it would not really be 
the holidays if they were not 
surrounded by their loved ones. 

For junior Riley Johnson, 
visiting family means a trip to 
Chicago, where he said he will visit 
his sister and his grandparents, and 
see a Harlem Globetrotters game. 

Vacation vs. stay-cation: how KO 
students plan to spend winter break
by Emma Smith ’17

“I can’t wait to 
spend time with 
my cousins and 
whole family... 
For me, family is 
what Christmas is 
all about.”

– Christina 
Daniels

However, Riley said he and 
his family prefer to actually cele-
brate Christmas in their own home. 

“There’s always some-
thing special about being at 
home and waking up and running 
downstairs and opening pres-
ents under the tree,” he said. 

Riley is not the only one 
planning to see his family this 
winter break. Junior Apara 
Kashyap said she and her family 
will travel to India, to visit 
extended family that she has not 
seen in a very long time. “We don’t 
really celebrate Christmas when 
we’re there,” Apara said, “but it’s 
a different type of holiday spirit.” 

The idea of holiday spirit 
certainly seems to be an important 
factor in people’s winter break plans. 

Junior Skylar Barron said 
she and her family are going to 

New York, where they will go 
ice skating at Rockefeller Center 
and see the Christmas tree. Junior 
Olivia Rossi said she will get in the 

winter spirit by going on a skiing 
trip with her family in Vermont. 

Not everyone has tradi-
tional wintery plans and trips 
with family though. Members 
of the swimming and diving 
team will be traveling to Florida 
together just after Christmas, to 
bond as a team and continue to 
train for their big season ahead. 

Similarly, junior Ryan 
Goss will travel to Florida with 
his team to play in a premiere 
soccer tournament during break. 

Some students, such as 
junior Christina Daniels, are 
lucky enough to be able to travel 
to a warm and tropical destination 
just to relax on the beach. Chris-
tina will be visiting Mexico with 
her relatives. “I can’t wait to spend 
time with my cousins and whole 
family,” she said. “For me, family 

Junior Denny Puka poses for a 
picture. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

Seniors Alec Rossi and Emilie Sienko boith help  coordinate the tutoring 
center located below Alumni Hall. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

He believes that 
shopping in stores 
is much better 
and more efficient 
because it is fast 
and “physical.” 

is what Christmas is all about.” 
For junior David Marot-

tolo, winter break is also a 
valuable t ime at  home to 
focus on his musical talent. 

David said he just finished 
applying to a variety of compo-
sition programs, and plans 
to spend over break going 
to different recital halls and 
working with fellow musicians. 

Others still are capitalizing 
on the rare free time to simply 
unwind at home with their families. 
Sophomore Katherine Mikaelson 
said that her only goals over break 
are to eat, sleep, and relax at home. 

No matter how KO students 
are planning to spend their break, 
whether scoring goals in Florida 
or ice skating in New York, winter 
vacation is undoubtedly the 
most wonderful time of the year. 
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In just one year Ms. Dolan 
went from sitting at a desk 
crunching numbers to standing in 
front of desks teaching numbers. 

One would never guess that, 
before coming to KO, calculus 
teacher Anna Dolan worked as an 
analyst at the Massachusetts-based 
financial firm Volition Capital. 

She described the atmo-
sphere of her last job as “Head 
down. Keep quiet. And don’t 
make the partners angry.”

This is one of the reasons 
she said she decided to switch 
to the field of teaching. She 
said that she wanted to be part 
of a school again, to feel the 
campus and sense of community. 

She claims her adjustment 
was easy thanks to the welcoming 
community, especially her office 
buddy Mrs. Garcia. “She helps 
me a lot, from checking answering 
machines or struggling through a 
problem in math,” Ms. Dolan said.

Mrs. Garcia isn’t the only 
teacher who has worked closely 
with Ms. Dolan during her transi-
tion. Science teacher Tim Allerton 
spoke highly of Ms. Dolan’s work as 
his assistant JV girls soccer coach.

“Despite not knowing 
anything about the game, she 
worked to learn as much as she 
could and wanted to be able help 

If you attended the Winter 
Band Concert last Thursday, you 
saw the Middle School Band, Upper 
School Wind Ensemble, and Upper 
School Concert Band all perform.

You may have also been 
surprised to see an unfamiliar but 
clearly talented guest conductor 
in military uniform conduct a 
song for each of these groups.

The man you saw was 
Lieutenant Commander (LCDR) 
Adam R.  Wil l iamson,  the 
seventh director of the United 
States Coast  Guard Band.

LCDR Williamson worked 
with all three ensembles in the 
two weeks leading up to the 
band festival to help students 
prepare for the concert and guest 
conduct a song for each group.

E v e r  s i n c e  L C D R 
Williamson picked up the saxo-
phone in fifth grade, he said he 
hasn’t stopped playing music.

“I found a passion for 
[music] very early,” he said. “I 
just started to put in more time 
and effort, and the more I did that, 
the more I enjoyed it. When it was 
time to start looking at colleges, 
I knew I had to do music.”

After taking the saxo-
phone seriously in high school, 
he attended the Crane School of 
Music at the State University of 
New York at Potsdam, N.Y., to 

continue studying music seriously.
“It’s a pretty competitive 

field, so I used my time to explore 
my options,” he said, ”and studied 
teaching and performance.”

Graduating in 2001 with a 
bachelor’s degree in music educa-
tion and saxophone performance, 
LCDR Williamson decided to head  
to Indiana University to pursue a 
master’s in saxophone perfor-
mance after he found that he really 
wanted to study performance.

“I found myself putting 
time and energy more into the 
performance subjects than the 
education subjects,” he said.

LCDR Williamson said 
that the process of studying 
music in college was very hard, 
but enjoyable at the same time.

“There was a passion, 
but there was also a ton of time, 

effort, and work,” he said. “I say 
work, but the whole process was 
very enjoyable. It doesn’t feel like 
work when you enjoy it; it feels 
like a great way to spend time.”

He added that  main-
taining a consistent work ethic 
and discipline was lots of work.

“The toughest part was 
the consistency,” he said. 
“It’s like an endurance race. 
It takes a lot of determina-
tion, commitment, and vision.”

However, his hard work paid 
off, and his discipline and focus 
made him a perfect candidate for 
the US Coast Guard Academy.

After getting his master’s 
from Indiana University, LCDR 
Williamson went to New London 
to join the United States Coast 
Guard Band, which is one of 11 
premier bands in the country. The 

U.S. Coast Guard Band frequently 
plays in Washington D.C., at presi-
dential and cabinet-level functions 
on formal and informal occa-
sions, holds concerts at the United 
States Coast Guard Academy, 
and goes on tour every year.

“After my master ’s, I 
came directly into the Coast 
Guard Band,” he said. “It was 
one of those dream jobs. The 
position opened up, and I got 
to audition [for saxophone].”

After a few years of 
performing in the band, Williamson 
made the transition to conducting 
after developing an interest in 
the art. He was mentored by a 
conductor at the Hartt School at the 
University of Hartford, and soon 
auditioned to become the director 
of the U.S .Coast Guard Band.

S o  w h a t ’ s  i t  l i k e 
b e i n g  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  a 
United States premier band?

“There are really phenom-
enal players that are in the group, 
and they challenge you to do your 
best every day,” he said. “My 
colleagues hold me accountable to 
bring a high level of musicianship.”

As director of the Coast 
Guard Band, LCDR Williamson 
has toured around the world.
The band also tours one region 
of the U.S. every five years.

“A few years ago, we did 
a tour in Taiwan, and that was an 
amazing experience. The audiences 

were great, and it was fun to explore 
new places,” he said. “We go on 
a tour every year, and it’s always 
an amazing experience to explore 
different parts of the country.”

Instead of devoting all 
of his time to the Coast Guard 
Band, LCDR Williamson spent 
the past few weeks working 
with ensembles here on campus.

“It’s been really fun working 
with the bands. It’s been interesting 
to see what challenges are similar 
and different,” he said. “With the 
Coast Guard Band, when we show 
up, the music is at performance 
level the first time. The things 
we focus on are small details.”

In contrast, he said, “The 
difference is that the level of 
detail with the Coast Guard 
Band is very small, but we’re 
working on more fundamental 
concepts  in high school.”

E i t h e r  w a y,  L C D R 
Williamson said that he has 
enjoyed working with the 
groups on campus, just as 
much as he loves his very 
different job at the Coast Guard.

Whether working with 
the highly trained Coast Guard 
Band or the up-and-coming 
KO Concert Band, Lieutenant 
Commander Williamson brings 
a tireless work ethic, always 
commanding a great result.

 
Dark-haired with the hint of 

a mischievous smile, junior Neil 
Hemnani concentrates intently 
as he attempts to solve a Rubik’s 
cube and achieve his best time yet. 

His fingers twist and spin 
like the legs of a crazed spider 
as he whirs a scrambled, patch-
work cube into perfect align-
ment with a solid color on each 
face – red, orange, yellow, 
green,  blue,  white.  Done!   

Neil said his first time solving 
the cube took him four days, 
however, with practice and help 
from Youtube, he soon got faster.

Much faster. His current 
best time to solve the multi-
colored, plastic puzzler is 7.78 
secs, only three seconds off the 
world record of 4.74 secs. set 
by Mats Valk of the Netherlands 
on Sunday, Nov. 6, 2016 at the 
Jawa Timur Open in Indonesia.

Now let’s unscramble the 
Rubik’s cube mystery of Neil’s story. 

On a brisk winter day in 
December, 2014, Neil said he and 
his father stopped at a puzzle store. 
Neil went in hoping to find a fun 
game, though, when he arrived 
at the register, due to his father’s 
persistence, he found himself with a 
Rubik’s cube in his hand. Now, it’s 
impossible to see him without one!

“No one really cubes,” Neil 
said. “Most people find it surprising 
because it’s easier than it looks.”

Neil collects different sizes, 
types, shapes, and colors of the 
puzzle and owns 22 cubes total.

“When I had him two 
years ago he would bring it 
[the Rubik’s cube] to class,” 
Spanish teacher Brenda Semmel-
rock said. “He was so fast.”

The Rubik’s cube was 
popular in the late 1970s and 1980s.  
“He’s bringing back a new fad,” 
Ms. Semmelrock, his advisor, said.

I t  w a s  j u n i o r  K y l e 
Zimmerman who first got Neil 
interested in speed cubing. “Neil is 
very quick at solving it,” Kyle said. 
“Obviously there are faster people 
out there, but he is getting closer 
and closer to their times,” Kyle said. 

When Kyle and Neil were 
freshmen, Kyle said, they spent 
every moment of their free 
periods solving Rubik’s cubes.
So what makes Neil so fast? 

Kyle said it’s that Neil is 
always looking to improve. “His 
ability to focus on practicing for 
hours at a time and his ability to 
learn new algorithms allow him 
to improve so quickly,” Kyle said.

Neil said he went to a 
competition in Norwich, Conn., 
with Kyle and junior Ryan Streett, 
but did not do as well as he wanted.

“It’s addicting and really fun 
to break your best times,” Neil said.

Nei l  sa id  he  doesn’t 
c o n s c i o u s l y  t h i n k  w h i l e 
cubing. “It’s kinda’ medi-
tating,” he said. “It’s calming, 
because, when you do the cube, 
you’re not thinking about it.”

Despite how calm Neil said 
he feels, anyone watching him 
is shocked at how fast he turns 
and spins the cube like a wiz. 

in any way that she could,” he said. 
He mentioned that her daily 

work with sophomore goalie 
Maeve McDonald especially 
showed her willingness to help. 

Her attitude certainly paid 
off, said the girls on the team. 
“She was always so peppy and 
cheered us on during practice and 
games, even when it was freezing 
out,” noted junior Hannah Bash. 

Her soccer girls aren’t the 
only people who sing Ms. Dolan’s 
praises. “The energy she has in the 
classroom is great,” said senior Will 
Gitlin. “She’s also supportive.”

Even  wi th  her  work 
on the field and in the class-

Coast Guard conductor hits high ‘seas’
by Neil Hemnani ’18

Lieutenant Commander Adam R. Williamson, 7th Director of the United 
States Coast Guard Band, joyously conducts KO’s bands. Picture by Shelby 
Fairchild ’17.

Solving Neil From finance to 
factoring functionsby Taline Norsigian ’19

by Olivia Rossi ’18 room, Ms. Dolan finds time to 
advise a group of freshmen. 
She said they often eat snacks 
and have many conversations.

With all the things Ms. 
Dolan is involved in, there is no 
wonder her schedule is always 
different; she said this is something 
she enjoys about her work here at 
KO. “It’s a lot more dynamic here 
[than my previous job] because it 
isn’t the same thing every day.” 

In less than a year, Ms. 
Dolan has completely trans-
formed the capacity in which 
numbers play a part in her work: 
from calculating to teaching, from 
silent to speaking, from VC to KO. 

Ms. Dolan flashes a smile. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.
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Chapman changes course 
by Emma Smith ‘18

Any athlete knows that 
sports can be draining, challenging, 
time consuming, and frustrating.  
However, the more hard work 
you put in, the more likely you 
are to be rewarded down the road. 

The KO girls basketball 
team has been waiting for this 
reward for quite some time. 

After a few disappointing 
losing seasons, which many 
attributed to the team’s switching 
coaches annually for the past 
four years, new Girls Varsity 
Basketball Head Coach Kyle 
Chapman thinks that he can 
be the one to make a change. 

First and foremost, Mr. 
Chapman said that he is working to 
alter the way the players see them-
selves. “There have been a few 
down years here,” he said, “but 
[basketball] was something that we 
were once really successful at. I’m 
just trying to return the program 
to those days, and I think it begins 
with an attitude and the way 
that we think about ourselves.” 

Tactically, Mr. Chapman is 
also switching up the game plan. 
“In terms of style of play,” he said, 
“I really want to bring a fast-paced, 
aggressive style where we run up 
and down the floor all the time, 
and try to score a lot of points.” 

P l a y e r s  h a v e  b e e n 
responding well to Mr. Chapman’s 
changes, both on and off the court. 
Senior co-Captain Kayla Glemaud 
said that Mr. Chapman has been 
the most energetic and passionate 
of the KO coaches she has played 
for over the past four years. “He 
goes into every game wanting to 
win,” she said. “He wants to go 
in and play until there are zero 

seconds left. It doesn’t matter if 
we’re up or we’re down, we’re 
just going to play our hearts out.” 

Players also noted that Mr. 
Chapman coaches fearlessly and 
is extremely invested in the team. 

“He’s strong willed and 
speaks his mind,” junior Skylar 
Barron said, “which shows that 
he cares about the team and that 
he’s invested. He picks us up 
when we’re down, which makes 
it easier to play, because we want 
to win for ourselves and for him.” 

Aside from his incon-
trovertible focus and passion, 
Mr. Chapman has formed a 
strong connection with the 
team because, as a Middle 
School English teacher, he is on 

campus during the school day. 
Players said they like being 

able to go meet with him any 
time, to talk about basketball or 
anything else on their minds. 

In addition, Mr. Chapman 
is chock full of motivational 
tact ics to inspire players. 

“I remember the first prac-
tice,” Kayla said. “He put the 
score from last year’s Taft game 
up on the scoreboard, so every 
time we felt like giving up, we’d 
look up at the board and see how 
much we lost by last year. That 
was kind of a mark of motivation 
for us in practice, and something 
I’ve never experienced before.” 

Mr. Chapman has also 
taken the team to watch a UConn 

women’s basketball practice, 
to see first hand the energy and 
enthusiasm that they practice with. 

His team-building tactics do 
not end there; he said he texts the 
players frequently to offer coaching 
advice and encouragement, 
watches game film as much as 
possible, and has one-on-one meet-
ings with players to discuss what 
he needs from them as an athlete. 

The team has even been 
working with a practice squad 
of boys from IBA, to push 
them to play faster and harder 
against  s t rong opponents . 

What drives Mr. Chapman 
to invest so much energy and time 
into his team? It has less to do 
with the physical sport of basket-
ball than you might think. “I have 
an opportunity to affect a lot of 
people’s lives,” Mr. Chapman 
said, “and I take that very seri-
ously. I want to coach and teach 
girls how to be tough, and how to 
be strong, not just on the basket-
ball court, but everywhere. I take 
that very seriously, and I’m using 
basketball as a vehicle to do that.” 

Mr. Chapman’s intentions 
to change the team dynamic and 
have an impact on and off the 
court have certainly not been lost 
on the players. “I think he makes 
us more of a team,” junior Mait-
land Bailey said. “We’re more 
connected, we like hanging out 
together, we always talk, and he 
keeps us really close, without 
every little thing having to be 
about basketball. He’s making 
us closer outside of the sport.” 

So what should we expect 
from the new and improved KO 
girls basketball team this season? 
Kayla Glemaud said it best: “I think 
we’re gonna shock some people.”

Girls Basketball Coach Mr. Chapman smiles big. Photo By Ali Meizels ‘19.

It’s been a blue year without 
Christmas music. No doubt that 
last christmas the radio stations 
were taken over by holiday spirit, 
but for many, the long year away 
had them asking the stations to 
please come home for Christmas.

When the stations finally 
began the onslaught of holiday cheer 
the question “Do you hear what I 
hear?”  floated around campus.

Some people immediately 
prepared for the holiday season by 
putting together playlists of their 
favorite Christmas jingles. “As 
soon as Christmas music comes out 
I make a playlist and [my friends 
and I] listen to it all the time,” said 
junior Haley Carangelo. “It just 
instantly puts you in a good mood!”

She was not alone in her 
opinion; everyone agreed with the 
fact that Christmas music helps it 
begin to look a lot like Christmas. 

The Christmas music seemed 
to make everyone excited, even 
junior Anthony Melody. “It just 
puts me in a good mood!” he said. 

Not only does holiday music 

help people have a more holly jolly 
Christmas, but when you find your-
self saying baby it’s cold outside it 
can be sure to warm your heart. 

“ [ C h r i s t m a s  m u s i c ] 
helps raise the morale in cold 
winters,” said junior Ryan Goss. 

Christmas music applies 

not  just  to students cele-
brating Christmas, but anyone 
wanting to relish in the winter 
wonderland  of  this  chil ly 
season, no matter the religion.

“I love [Christmas music],” 
said senior Sasha Bash. “We don’t 
get to decorate a tree or celebrate 
Christmas, so it’s nice to listen to 
the music and get in the spirit.” 

But junior Ellie Bavier 
argued that Christmas music 
doesn’t have to be listened to only 

Christmas Music: The Secret for 
Warming a KOld Heart This Winter
by Olivia Rossi ‘18 when Santa Claus is coming to 

town. “I love it so much I start 
listening to it in July,” she said. 

S e n i o r  S a m  M a r c h 
echoed this thought. “I can 
play it any time of the year and 
it gets me happy!” she said. 

Even though Christmas 
music has been around for years, 
people said they they still got 
excited over new edits or songs. 

“I love the new stuff too, not 
just the classic,” said junior Eliza 
Charette, “like Ariana Grande, 
Sam Smith, Justin Bieber, or even 
the classics like Micheal Buble.” 

But some people aren’t so 
quick to fall in love with Christmas 
music, “It’s a bit dramatic for 
me,” said senior Rose Esselstyn. 

Senior Ryan Albanesi agreed 
with Rose. “[Christmas music] 
really isn’t my favorite,” he said 

Whether  people  sa id 
they l iked i t  or  not ,  one 
thing is for sure: Christmas 
music isn’t only for the kids. 

English teacher Cath-
erine Schieffelin, Upper School 
English Department Chair 
Meg Kasprak, and Spanish 

“I love it so much 
I start listening to 
it in July!”

– Ellie Bavier 

“It just instantly 
puts you in a good 
mood!”
– Haley Carangelo 

teacher Brenda Semmelrock 
all praised the holiday music.

When it came to people’s 
favorite songs, “All I Want for 
Christmas Is You” by Mariah 
Carey sure gets people in the mood 
to rock around the Christmas tree. 

More than 70 percent of 
people asked said Ms. Carey’s 
hit was their holiday favorite. 
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein-
deer,” “Frosty the Snowman, 
“Christmas in Prison,” “Charlie 
Brown,” “Baby It’s Cold Outside,” 
and “The First Noel” were also 
mentioned as fan favorites.

One thing these interviews 
proves is that Buddy the Elf’s 
wisdom always holds true: The 
best way to spread Christmas 
cheer is singing loud for all to hear.

HOLIDAY 
PLAYLIST 

1. All I Want for 
Christmas Is You 
by Mariah Carey 

2. Mistletoe 
by Justin Bieber

3.Winter Wonder-
land 
by Leona Lewis 

4. Have Yourself 
a Merry Little 
Christmas 
by Sam Smith

5.Winter Things 
by Ariana Grande 

6. Let It Snow 
 by Jessica 
Simpson

7. Jingle Bells 
by Diana Krall 

8. Jingle Bell Rock 
by Daryl Hall and 
John Oates

9. Santa Tell Me 
by Ariana Grande 

10. Santa Baby
by Madonna

11.Baby It’s Cold 
Outside 
by Idina Menzel 

12. True Love 
by Ariana Grande 

13. Frosty the 
Snowman
by Fiona Apple

14. December 
by Ariana Grande 

15. Silent Night 
by Kelly Clarkson

16. A Holly Jolly 
Christmas 
by Lady Ante-
bellum

17. Mistletoe
by Justin Bieber



Strout chats with KO’s youngest
by Landon White ’21

KO’s 2016-2017 Baird 
English Symposium author Eliza-
beth Strout described the diffi-
culties of becoming a published 
writer during a visit to the 
Middle School on Friday, Dec. 2. 

“My first book took me 
about seven years,” Ms. Strout 
said. “For two years I couldn’t 
find an agent.” She also added 
that her first book wasn’t published 
until she was 43-years old. 

She then read a passage 
from her book “The Burgess 
Boys,” which she said was based 
on a real event in the begin-
ning and then fictionalized. 

Ms. Strout is an American 
novelist, academic, and short 
story writer. She has published 
five novels, written the intro-
duction to a short story collec-

tion, and has even had one of her 
novels turned into an HBO series.

Ms. Strout was a former 
lawyer who attended Syracuse 
University College of Law but then 
became an award-winning writer, 
writing the book “Olive Kitter-
idge.” She won a Pulitzer Prize 
for fiction for “Olive Kitteridge” 
and wrote her debut novel “Amy 
& Isabelle,” which was turned 
into a movie three years later.

After reading, she opened 
the microphone to any students to 
ask her questions. Sixth, seventh, 
and eighth graders lined up and 
asked her difficult questions.

During the question and 
answer period, Ms. Strout revealed 
that she was inspired to write as 
a child when her mother gave 
her lined paper and asked her 
to write about what she did that 
day at school. Elizabeth Strout 

said her favorite writers were 
William Trevor and Alison Row.

Ms. Strout told the students 
that she sometimes bases her 
novels on news stories and likes 
to write about people. “I think 

people are so interesting,” she said. 
When she starts a novel, Ms. 

Strout said she doesn’t judge her 
characters. “When I go to the page, 
I go without judgment,” she said. 

An important feature of 

Ms. Strout’s visit to KO was the 
Symposium class for KO seniors, 
an honors class taught by Director 
of Academic Skills and English 
teacher. Jackie Rubin. Her students 
came down every week to read a 
piece from the author. The Middle 
School prepared for the visit by 
having Symposium students come 
and teach Middle School English 
classes alongside their teachers.

The reason Ms. Rubin 
selected Ms. Strout as the 
Symposium writer was that she 
is one of Ms. Rubin’s favorites. 

Ms. Rubin said that the 
Symposium program is valuable 
to all KO students. “They get to 
meet a real living author,” she 
said. She described Ms. Strout 
as “an exquisite author” and 
said the English Symposium is 
“a way to introduce new authors 
and different styles of writing.”

MS newspaper debuts
by Henry Krieble ’21

Five eighth-grade boys are 
producing stories that will appear 
in a section of the KO News 
devoted to the Middle School. 
The new four-page section will be 
called “KO News in the Middle.” 

The new section is the product 
of a new sports journalism course 
that began this fall after the five 
boys expressed interest last spring. 

Interested in having a voice 
in the paper, the boys began to 
chat with Lynne Levine, a Middle 
School English teacher. The elec-
tive began to form, and during the 

first week of November, the class 
came together for the first time. 

“At the beginning of 
each class, we read an ESPN 
sports article and analyze the 
different writing styles and 
strategies used,” said Jessica 
Crouch, Middle School sports 
journalism and English teacher. 

Although the students began 
simply writing about sports, they 
quickly showed interest in writing 
more than just that. When the 
class found out the Upper School 
was adding four pages to KO 
News just for them, they were 
both excited and overwhelmed. 

Understanding that each 
of them would have to write 
more than just one article, they 
decided to include articles about 
Middle School news, covering 
stories from community service 
to  Pul i tzer  Pr ize-winning 
author Elizabeth Strout’s visit. 

The Middle School sports 
journalism class had the opportu-
nity to meet with KO News editors 
and Rob Kyff, the Upper School 
journalism teacher. KO News 
Editor-in-Chief Noah Stanton 
edited and laid out In the Middle. 

When starting a new article, 
the students experiment with 
writing interesting and gripping 
leads. These leads often require 
“who, what, where, when, why 
and how,” setting the tone for the 
rest of the story. “There is a lot 
of trial and error. We help each 
other produce the best product 
we can,” said Ms. Crouch. 

T h e  c l a s s  c o n t i n u e s 
to spark excitement, inter-
esting younger kids in getting 
involved in the KO News. 

“I hope this elective only 
continues to grow,” said Ms. 
Crouch. “The boys have done a 
great job of generating a buzz in 
the Middle School hallways. I 
hope the momentum continues 
to grow for years to come.”

Rising athletes 
thrive on varsity
by Garrett Mastella ’21

This winter, several students 
in the Middle School are playing 
Upper School sports. They play 
basketball, squash, and hockey. 
In the fall, there were a few 
students playing Upper School 
sports. They played football, 
cross country, and field hockey.

“It’s a really good experi-
ence to play with kids who have 
so much more experience than 
me,” said eighth grade boys varsity 
squash player Henry Krieble. Some 
of the students he plays with are 
four or five years older than he is.

These students in Upper 
School sports would have a lot of 

trouble getting their homework 
done if not for sports study hall. 

This is an opportunity 
for these students to get their 
homework done in the middle 
of the day, as their sports 
commitment is later in the day.

The Upper School students 
on the squash team have accepted 
Henry as one of their teammates. 
He says they have been very kind to 
him, and he believes that it is impor-
tant to have friends on the team to 
make the experience more fun.

Having both a Middle 
School and an Upper School on 
one campus allows for this unique 
opportunity for skilled athletes 
in the Middle School to thrive.

Thanks to everyone 
who contributed to 

the Loaves and Fishes 
food drive!

Symposium authot Elizabeth Strout shares her insight. Photo by Clay Miles.

KO News in the Middle writers are, from left, Garrett Mastella, Landon White, 
Harry Krieble, Ben Boyd and, bottom, Kyle Frankel. Photo by Jessica Crouch.
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Middle School students continue 
to give back this holiday season
by Kyle Frankel ’21

Middle School students 
col lec ted  about  70 boxes 
of canned foods to deliver 
to Loaves and Fishes Soup 
Kitchen in preparation for the 
Thanksgiving holiday this year. 

The food drive lasted 
from Monday, Nov. 14, to 
the last day before school let 

out for Thanksgiving break.
This was just one of the 

many activities and events the 
Middle School participates in to 
help out the community. There 
are many efforts made, from 
regular trips to schools, retire-
ment homes, and soup kitchens, 
to toy drives for the needy.

Every week on Tuesday 
and Thursday, a select few 

Middle School students in 
all  different grades go on 
communi ty  se rv ice  t r ips . 

“I think it’s a great program 
that gives back to the local 
community and exposes our 
students to the diversity of our 
surrounding neighborhoods,” 
said Middle School Administra-
tive Coordinator Suzanne Hayes.

The kids either go to the 

Fox School to help out in class-
rooms, St. Mary’s Home to play 
bingo with the senior citizens 
who reside there, or Loaves and 
Fishes Soup Kitchen to help 
serve meals to people in need. 

Most of the kids want to 
go on community service trips, 
but the only drawback is that 
when they go, they must miss 
their sports practice that day. 
¨Some kids do not want to miss 
sports, but I find that most kids 
are eager to go at least a couple 
times a year,¨ said Mrs. Hayes.

Before school lets out for 
winter break, the Middle School 
will hold the annual Giving Tree 
Toy Drive. The drive used to be 
run by Mrs. Horowitz, who is no 
longer with the school, but the 
drive will still continue to happen.

Every year, a tree is put 
up in the Middle School with 
slips of paper hanging on it and a 
bowl of candy canes on the table.

The students can take a 
candy cane if they also take a 
piece of paper. The paper has 
different toys written on it, and 
the gender and age of the child 
it is for. They then bring in the 
toys and put them under the tree.  

Before winter break, the 
toys are delivered to the kids 
who asked for them. It helps 
children in need and gives 
them the one toy they wanted.

The community service 
program is so important at the 
school because it exposes kids 
to the local neighborhoods while 
also helping all kinds of people, 
and it will hopefully continue 
to happen in the years to come.

The Middle School Giving Tree, an 
annual tradition, continues to grow 
in 2016. Photo by Noah Stanton ’17.

Forum faces election
by Ben Boyd ’21

Middle School students 
and teachers discussed their feel-
ings about the recent presidential 
elections on Wednesday, Nov. 30.

“It my job to have all of the 
students’ views heard,” said Kathy 
Dunn, associate director of the 
Middle School and French teacher.

This day started because 
a few Middle School students 
wanted to talk to Mrs. Dunn 
about the election and how 
they  fe l t .  S tuden t s  were 
worried about things they were 
hearing in the news and media. 

“I wanted the diversity day 
to be focused on what they want 
to talk about and not what the 
teachers want,” said Mrs. Dunn.

All Middle School students 
were required to complete a 
survey based on their feel-
ings about the election results.

“ I  w a n t  t o  k n o w 
more,” “I don't care,” “I am 
pleased,” and “I am disap-
pointed” were the four options 
the students could pick from.

Upper Prep, Form One and 
Form Two students all attended 
the various breakout sessions 
together. It’s not a common occur-

rence to combine all three forms. 
Facilitators gave a prompt to 

the students, in which they all had 
10 seconds to express how they felt. 
The two questions that the students 
had the choice of answering 
were “I hope...” and “I feel…” 

“Kingswood Oxford is 
leaning more to the left than to 
the right in terms of the polit-
ical spectrum,” said Mrs. Dunn.

All in all, Director of 
the Middle School Jane Repp 
said that she considered the 
reflection activity to be a 
success. “I thought that this 
day went very well,” she said. 

Middle Schoolers place their donations in the area for the Loaves and Fishes food drive. Photo taken from Facebook.

Girls ‘B’ Basketball 
prepares to rebound
by Garrett Mastella ’21

The Middle School girls B 
basketball team is a group of 15 girls 
looking forward to a great season.

Over half of the girls 
on the team are sixth graders. 

They are working hard and 
improving a lot. Eighth-grader 
Molly Carroll is leading the 
team, and Head Coach Katherine 
Nicholson believes that others 
will emerge as athletes and team 
players as the season goes on.

Coach Nicholson said she  
enjoys coaching this team. “I 
always look forward to teaching 

students about a new sport or 
developing students’ skills.”

“I always look 
forward to 
teaching students 
about a new sport 
or developing 
students’ skills.”

– Mrs. Nicholson

Coach Nicholson believes 
that defense makes a team 
better, so she will be teaching 
how to play effective defense 
this year. However, most of 
the practice before winter 
break is going to focus on skill 
building and learning the game.

The team does have some 
tough games ahead of them.

 Coach Nicholson  said 
she thinks that different teams 
are always better each year, but 
last year, Rectory was tough. 
She also said that boarding 
schools tend to be a bit more 
difficult than day schools.

Boys ‘B’-ball 
works hard
by Ben Boyd ’21

The Middle School boys 
B Basketball Team is shoot-
sing for a great season ahead. 
On Monday, Jan. 9, the season 
will kick off on the road against 
Solomon Schechter Day School.

With their first  game 
just shy of a month away, the 
Wyverns are striving to improve 
their ball handling, grow as a 
team, and build team chemistry. 

“I know we will do just that,” 
said Head Coach Josh Garrison.

Alongside the excep-
tion of one returning player, the 

team is brand new. Seventh-
grader Noah Hamilton and sixth-
grader Mitchell LeGeyt both 
have outstanding ball handling 
skills, Coach Garrison said. 

The team is young but are all 
hard workers. The roster is filled 
with five sixth graders, five seventh 
graders and two eighth graders. 

Coach Garrison said he has 
high expectations for the only two 
eighth-graders on the team, Eden 
Nenshati and Conor Canaday, who 
have big shoes to fill because of 
the number of eighth-graders who 
moved up to the A Basketball team. 

During practice, the team 
first starts out working on drib-
bling the ball. They then shift 
focus to moving on offense, 
and, at the end of practice, they 
scrimmage against one another, 
pulling in all of their new set 
pieces they worked on in practice. 

“I am very excited for the 
season ahead, but it is going to be 
a challenge,” Coach Garrison said. 

After playing Schechter, the 
squad takes a road trip to Williston 
Northampton Wednesday, Jan. 11.  

“I am very excited 
for the season 
ahead, but it is 
going to be a 
challenge.”
– Coach Garrison

KO News in the Middle 
wishes everyone 
Happy Holidays!
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The Middle School girls A 
basketball team aims for a domi-
nant season thanks to a strong 
eighth grade roster. With their 
first game against The Hopkins 
School on Wednesday, Dec. 14 
the girls will have a home court 
advantage to kick off the year.

The turnout for tryouts 
was immense compared to 
last year. “We had 30 girls this 
year and last year only 20,” 
stated Head Coach Judy Bailey.

Due to the turnout, Coach 
Bailey took a larger roster 
than she expected. “I have 14, 
which is the biggest team I have 
had in a long time,” she said.

On the team, seven of 
the girls are eighth graders, 
six are seventh graders, and 
there is only one sixth grader. 

Coach Bailey said the 
Wyverns “will play man to man” 
for defense, and for offense the girls 
will be “going to do read and react 

With many new players 
this year, the Middle School 
boys A basketball team will 
use teamwork as their golden 
brick road toward success. 

Every player on the roster 
this year is new to the team except 
one, which means many of the 
players will be thrust into new 
game plans and systems than they 
are used to. The team has 12 players 
on the roster, and many of them 
are eighth graders who will look 

to lead the team toward success.
However, the eighth graders 

will not be the only leaders on the 
team. “Almost every player on 
the team has an opportunity to 
play a large role and be a leader,” 
said Head Coach Matt Kocay.

After losing almost all of the 
team last year to the Upper School 
program, the team will need to 
focus on teamwork to win games. 

“As much as I would like 
to concentrate on skill develop-
ment, which is what this group 
still needs a lot of, I have chosen 

After coaching varsity 
swimming and diving in the 
Upper School, Assistant Coach 
Clay Miles hopes to strengthen 
the Middle School swimming 
team and lead them to victory. 

Both Coach Miles and Coach 
Erika Costantini, and the swim-
mers are excited about this year’s 
swim season. Coach Miles hopes 
that everyone’s techniques improve 
and that they learn a lot more 
about the details of swimming. 

The squad has a tough 
season ahead of them, with 
all four of their meets taking 
place on the road against a 
variety of different schools. 

After losing a few very 
strong and skilled swimmers to the 
varsity team, some may argue that 
this is a rebuilding year for them. 

Although they have lost 
these kids, there is still hope. “I 
always look to all of my eighth 
graders to step up,” said Coach 

to focus on team play and how 
good we can be as a unit rather 
than depend on individual devel-
opment,” said Coach Kocay.

Coach Kocay is the new 
head coach after Kyle Chapman 
moved up to coach Upper School 
girls varsity basketball. Coach 
Kocay used to coach the B team, 
so he has coached many of the 
players on the team before. Since 
it is mainly a new team this year, 
they will face challenges this 
season, but even through hardships 
the focus will still be playing as 

Boys ‘A’ Basketball shoots for 
success in their upcoming games
by Kyle Frankel ’21 a team. “Having only one returner 

and being undersized, we will have 
many challenges, all of which can 
be overcome if [we] play as a unit 
and a team,” Coach Kocay said.

Their first game will be 
after winter break when they face 
off against The Rectory School on 
Saturday, Jan. 7.The Wolves will 
be a tough opponent for their first 
game, so they can find aspects to 
improve on during the season.

With the long season ahead, 
the team looks to add onto what is 
already a proud legacy of success.

“Almost every 
player on the team 
has an oppor-
tunity to play a 
large role and be 
a leader.”

– Coach Kocay

Girls ‘A’ hoops looks  
toward season ahead
by Landon White ’21 … basically a five out offense.” The 

five out offense will allow the girls 
to create space by having everyone 
outside of the three-point line.

Some key returners are 
eighth-grader Emma Henry, 
seventh-grader Caroline Dawson, 
and seventh-grader Lindsey 
Bailey. Players from the “B” team 

who have moved up are eighth-
graders Cecilia Rossi, Cattlin 
Budzik, and Margo Dowgiewicz. 
New faces to the school who stand 
out are eighth-graders Brieanna 
Toedt and Kayla Danler.“We 
got some height this year, which 
is great,” Coach Bailey said.

Some teams the squad has 
an eye out for are The Hopkins 
School and The Rectory School. “I 
would love to beat [those teams] 
because they beat us handily in 
the past,” Coach Bailey said. She 
said she thinks the team will be 
competitive with Hamden Hall 
Country Day School and Foote.

Coach Bailey said that 
she structures the practice 
strategically.“We always run 
out full court drills first…. full 
court dribbling and passing,” she 
said. “Then they have half the 
court and do half court drills.”

The goals for the season, 
she said, are that everyone grows 
as a basketball player and they 
develop a knowledge of the game.

“We always run 
out full court 
drills first...full 
court dribbling 
and passing. Then 
they have half the 
court and do half 
court drills.”

– Coach Bailey

MS swim team 
‘dives’ right in
by Henry Krieble ’21 Miles. “How they act inside 

and outside of school is a very 
influential factor to who gets 
to swim what during meets.” 

The swim team’s first 
meet will occur on Wednesday, 
Jan. 18 at the Foote School.

The team hopes to get 
off to a quick start and grab the 
momentum from the other schools. 

The team practices at 
University of St. Joseph and the 
American School for the Deaf.

At the beginning of the 
year, in order to prepare for the 
physical requirements of a long 
swimming season, they do a lot of 
dry land training and working out. 

They later on move into the 
pool and begin working on tech-
nique and improving their times. 

Although this is definitely 
a rebuilding year for the team, 
they hope to have a strong season 
during which swimmers improve 
their times dramatically and 
become fully aware of the details 
and techniques of swimming.

Middle School Trivia Corner

Where in the world was 
the original location of the 

KO Middle School before it 
moved?

a. Where the new hotel is being 
built in Blueback Square

b. The former Oxford campus on 
Prospect Street

c. On the corner of Trout Brook 
Drive and Asylum Avenue

d. In the city of Oxford, England

In what year did the 
current main Middle School 

building, Estes Building, 
open?

a. The building was opened in 
2003

b. The building was opened in 
1997

c. The building was opened in 
2008

d. The building was opened in 
2011

Other than Mrs. Repp, what 
current KO faculty member 
has served as Director of the 

Middle School?

a. Ted Levine used to be Director 
of the Middle School

b. Meg Kasprak used to be 
Director of the Middle School

c. Fritz Goodman used to be 
Director of the Middle School

d. Peter Jones used to be Director 
of the Middle School

In what year what a sixth 
grade class added to the 

Middle School for the first 
time?

a. A sixth grade class was first 
added in 1999

b. A sixth grade class was first 
added in 1972

c. A sixth grade class was first 
added in 2001

d. A sixth grade class was first 
added in 1985

Who was Mr. Estes, the 
namesake of the Middle 

School building, in relation 
to KO?

a. Former Chairman of the KO 
Board of Trustees

b. Founder of the Kingswood 
Oxford Middle School

c. Former Head of School before 
Dennis Bisgaard

d. Former Director of the Middle 
School

Question 1: Question 2: Question 3: Question 4: Question 5:

Answers: 1.b, 2.a, 3.a, 4.d, 5.a
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Generous in her responses 
and kind-hearted in her comments, 
Pulitzer-Prize winning writer 
Elizabeth Strout could have 
just stepped out from one of her 
novels, her characteristic chuckle 
and genuine smile reminiscent 
of a small-town Maine resident. 
Wearing a red blouse draped 
by a blazer and pink scarf, Ms. 
Strout described her passion for 
writing, delineating her process, 
or lack thereof, of creating char-
acters that are distinctly human. 

Born in Portland, Maine, 
Ms. Strout is no stranger to small 
town living. Describing her 
childhood as isolating, she often 
sought recluse in nature and her 
writing. “I was alone a lot as a kid 
because we lived on a dirt road... 
I had a whole series of great aunts 
that lived on this road, so there 

weren’t really kids around,” she 
said. While Ms. Strout says she 
felt “alone a lot in the world,” 
she added, “I wasn’t unhappy”. 

To cope with her geographic 
separation, Ms. Strout developed 
a keen awareness of the world 
around her and a self-sustaining 
inner fortitude. “I think that being 
solitary...helped me develop inner 
resources,” she said. Ms. Strout 
said that these inner resources have 
helped her through the writing 
process. “A writer really has to 
have inner resources because so 
much of the work is done alone. 
You’re just alone with the work.’

The child of a high school 
English teacher and a parasitolo-
gist, Ms. Strout credits her mother 
as a source of inspiration. Ms. 
Strout’s mother wanted to be 
a writer and encouraged her to 
practice writing and reading from 
a young age. “My mother…helped 

me because she...gave me those 
notebooks so I just immediately 
thought in terms of sentences.” 

In high school, Ms. Strout 
had the opportunity to have her 
mother as a teacher. However, 
this was in an independent study 
because Ms. Strout’s mother 
did not want her in her class. 

Ms. Strout said that it was 
always very awkward when her 
mother would read her work. 
“She gave me A’s, which I 
thought seemed immoral, but 
she was a very moral person so 
she must have liked what she 
saw, but she never really said it.”

Initially reluctant to brand 
herself a writer, Ms. Strout 
feared that others would pity her 
for her lack of publication. “I 
do remember coming home in 
college and announcing to my 
mother that I really was going 
to be a writer,” she said. Her 

mother responded, “‘You have 
always had an excess of words.”’ 

Early in her career, Ms. 
Strout doubted her own ability. 
“I had always intuitively under-
stood that my writing wasn’t 
quite good enough. It was getting 
into different magazines every so 
often, but it wasn’t good enough.” 

But Ms. Strout said that 
she believed that she became a 
writer when drafting “Amy and 
Isabelle.” “It wasn’t until I was 
writing ‘Amy and Isabelle’ that 
I began to understand that I had 
control over the sentences in a way 
that a real writer did, and I intui-
tively understood that,” she said.

When writing her first novel, 
Ms. Strout said that it was easier 
for her to take risks in characteriza-
tion. “I had the freedom of thinking 
that no one was going to read 
[‘Amy and Isabelle’]. So, even 
though I was writing for a reader, 

I didn’t know if it was going to get 
published...There was a freedom to 
that [I] have never had since and 
it helped me.” Ms. Strout said 
that this initial anonymity gave 
her the courage to take risks in 
plot and characterization in her 
future novels. “It allowed me 
to go places in that book that I 
might not have gone if I thought 
it was actually going to be read.”

To the surprise of much 
of the Upper School, Ms. Strout 
described her writing process as 
both haphazard and unconscious. 
When asked about how she writes 
her novels, Strout replied, “the 
truthful answer is I have no idea. 
I don’t really know how I do it.” 
Strout writes her novels in scenes 
and by hand. She said that she often 
writes a whole scene and may not 
return to it for many months. “[The 
scenes] just get shoved around 
my table and then I begin to see 

Listening to Liz: Strout reveals 
her unconscious writing process
by Sasha Bash ’17
 and Alec Rossi ’17

the connections between some 
of them. And then it arises, there 
will be some story that arises.” 

But Ms. Strout said the 
process that comes after discov-
ering a story is daunting. “When 
I see the connections between 
the scenes, it [becomes] a very 
uneasy process for a year or 
two of not knowing how to 
harness it…that is the most 
painful part of writing for me.”

In this phase, Ms. Strout 
lets her mind go in whatever 
direction it leads. “I am amazed 
at my unconscious and how 
much it works in my favor as  a 
writer,” she said. “The last two 
paragraphs of ‘Olive Kitteridge’ I 
wrote way before I knew it would 
be the end of the book. But I 
wrote ‘end?’ and I didn’t lose it.”      

The next part of Ms. Strout’s 
process consists of cognizant deci-
sions and details. “The last part is 

where I make conscious decisions 
because a lot of [the previous 
phase] is unconscious,” she said. 

When making decisions 
in plot Ms. Strout considers the 
reader. “[I consider the reader], 
particularly towards the latter 
part of the process when I am 
making conscious decisions, 
but I am always thinking of the 
reader. For me, it’s a dance. I am 
never writing this for myself. I 
am always thinking what does 
the reader need right now.”

Characters are the driving 
force of Stout’s novels and the indi-
vidual scenes she writes. “There is 
always a character in [my scene]. I 
mean, I am very character driven so 
there is always a character that I am 
dealing with.” Strout commented 
that she often thinks of her charac-
ters daily. “I do think about them 
an awful lot. I really do,” she said.

Ms. Strout often spends 
many years writing a novel–
taking seven years to write her 
first book. Ms. Strout described 
her process of finishing a charac-
ter’s storyline as both taxing and 
cathartic. “There is a physicality 
to it that is hard to describe...
there is a physicality, something 
physically exhausting about it...
because I am writing by hand, but 
I am [also] living two lives at the 
same time, my life and the char-
acter’s life, so there is something 
so exhausting about it, and yet 
so lovely and freeing and fun.”

Before writing a novel, 
Strout extensively researches the 
subject matter. This enables her 
to create characters that accu-
rately represent a setting and 
provide a realistic perspective 
on an issue or life in a specific 
geographic area.  For example, 
Ms. Strout’s novel “The Burgess 
Boys” includes narrative from 
members of the Somali community 
in the fictional Crosby, Maine. In 
describing her process for writing 
these narratives, Strout says her 
biggest decision was whether or 
not to take on a Somalian point 
of view–a narrative she has 
never experimented with before.

After deciding to take a 
risk and write from the perspec-
tive of a Somali immigrant, Strout 
tried to learn as much about the 
culture as she could. “I started 
at the very beginning with a 
book on the history of Somalia. 
I read and read and read right up 
through their current troubles,” 
she said. One day, Strout found 
a book of 300 Somali proverbs. 

Ms. Strout claps during the Symposium master class in which students present their work. Photo by Clay Milies.

“[The scenes] just 
get shoved around 
my table and then 
I begin to see 
the connections 
between some of 
them. And then it 
arises, there will 
be some story that 
arises”
– Elizabeth Strout

 “I am amazed at 
my unconscious 
and how much it 
works in my favor 
as  a writer. 
– Elizabeth Strout

Continued on page 20

“I was so excited because if you 
understand the proverbs of a 
culture you can understand the 
culture a little better.”  After this 
extensive research process and 
meeting with various Somalis, 
Ms. Strout finally felt she could 
take on Abdikarim, one of the main 
Somali character’s point of view.

Alike “The Burgess Boys” 
in which Strout immersed herself 
in a community incongruent with 
that of her own, in her second 
novel, “Abide with Me”, she 
explored congregationalist teach-
ings and philosophy to portray 
Tyler Caskey, a minister and the 
novel’s protagonist. “I immersed 
myself and practically gave 
myself an independent theological 
course of being a congregational 
minister... because I realized all 
his references are going to be 
religious.” In order to accurately 
portray Tyler’s thoughts, Ms. 
Strout went to a theological semi-
nary and found a course catalog of 
someone Tyler’s age. This allowed 
her to accurately depict the expe-
rience of a minister in the 1960s. 
Her usage of primary texts written 
during this time period ensured 
authenticity in Caskey’s experi-
ence. In an effort to best describe 
Tyler, Ms. Strout carried pieces 
of him with her in her daily life. 
“I would travel the subway with 
the proverbs and religious books.”

Just as Ms. Strout researched 
to become Abdikarim and Tyler, 
she acted out scenes in “Olive 
Kitteridge” to imagine how certain 
characters would act and respond 
to different stimuli. For example, 
the vignette “A Different Road” 
consists of a shooting at a hospital. 
Due to the intensity of the scene, 
characters reveal their true nature 

through raw and unpredicted 
reactions. In order to accurately 
represent Henry, one of the main 
characters in “Olive Kitteridge”, 
Ms. Strout sat in a bathroom with 
her hands tied behind her back 
as if she was actually being held 
hostage. This is when she realized 
that Henry would pee himself, a 
response attuned with his character. 
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“It just makes so much 
sense…that one would fall in love 
with the person that is keeping them 
alive.” Because it was a traumatic 
situation for Olive, Ms. Strout 
realized she could use memory in 
order to tell her story. “I figured 
out she had been traumatized and 
therefore her memories…were 
paint splotches on her brain… 
and then I realized now I can tell 
it in that way, just those splotches 
that she remembers,” she said.

One theme pervasive in Ms. 
Strout’s work is the unreliability of 
memory and one’s unconscious. 
Ms. Strout said that the mystery of 
memory is what interests her as a 
writer. “It is a dream for a novelist 
[to write about memory] because...
it’s a mystery, and there is no real 
way of knowing.” Ms. Strout said 
this ambiguity causes characters to 
“[live] quietly with their trauma.” 

In “The Burgess Boys,” 
Bob’s memory shapes his identity 
and relationship with Jim. Despite 
the seeming dysfunctionality of 
the two’s interactions, with Jim’s 
frequently chastising Bob for 
his inefficacy as a lawyer and 
ex-husband, Ms. Strout cited this 
relationship as her favorite. “I just 
feel like I never ever doubted that 
Jim did not love Bob deeply. In 
my mind [Jim] loved [Bob] deeply 
and Bob knew that,” she said. 

Many critics have observed that 
her work is so engaging due to the 
moral ambiguity of her characters.

When asked if the relation-
ship between Henry and Olive in 
“Olive Kitteridge” was healthy, 
Ms. Strout said she believed 
that it was mutually beneficial 
in certain aspects. “Honest and 
truly, I did not think Olive and 
Henry had a terrible marriage. I 
thought their marriage worked 
for them in a way,” she said. She 
noted that the complicated nature 
of any marriage is what makes it 
engaging to read and write about.

Furthermore, while writing 
“Olive Kitteridge,” Ms. Strout 
recalled feeling conflicted about 
Olive’s character. “I remembered 
thinking, [Olive has] gone too far. 
But then I remembered thinking, 
no, you have to let her do it…don’t 

protect her, let her be Olive,” she 
said. “So I very consciously said, 
‘Do not censor her.’ My characters 
have to be allowed to be who they 
are and, if they do something, it has 
to be believable to who they are.”

Ms. Strout said her life expe-
rience has greatly influenced her 
writing. Because she has had a 
series of odd jobs, Ms. Strout is 
able to successfully convey the 
experiences of her characters. “I 
worked in [an] office [similar to 
that] in “Amy and Isabelle”...all 
those awful, awful jobs I had, they 
have all been helpful,” she said. 

Despite having a series of 
unpleasant jobs and career false 
starts, Ms. Strout said that she still 
has little and big bursts in her life, 
a concept she introduces in “Olive 
Kitteridge” to describe memo-
rable moments. “[My doormen] 
are just pleasant and [they are] 
like a little burst. Or if someone 
is nice in the post office...then 
it is nice, like a burst,”she said.

Despite KO students’ 
being a young audience for Ms. 
Strout, whose work is mature and 
serious, Ms. Strout said that she 
was not surprised that students 
connected with “Olive Kitter-
idge.” “Every reader brings their 
life experience [to the book]....It 
pleases me to have young people, 
first of all reading ‘Olive,’ and, 
second of all, liking it,” she said. 
“To me, that is a happy thing.”

Continued from page 19

Strout shares her 
writing process 

Loaves & Fishes 
thanks KO 
treat as they leave the dining room 
after our Thanksgiving meal here. 

Loaves & Fishes could not 
function at the same level without 
Kingswood Oxford’s generosity 
and support in furthering our work 
in the Asylum Hill neighborhood 
of Hartford.  We thank you for 
your continued generosity to us.

Our general programming 
is growing as we seek to meet 
the ever-growing demand that 
exists in Hartford and beyond 
due to the continued economic 
hardship we see around us. 

We are continuing to reach 
greater sections of the Hartford 
population and beyond, and as we 
have moved our business offices 
into a new building in Hartford 
that Loaves & Fishes owns. We 
are now able to expand our job 
training and financial literacy 
programs as we increase our 
overall organizational stability.

We remain committed 
to continuing our core mission 
of providing nutritious food at 
our noon meal and in our pantry 
program, even as we develop new 
offerings that focus on small-
scale economic development.

Our purpose is to strengthen 
the soup kitchen program and 
other related services in order to 
help families provide food for 
both parents and children in the 
household, and to help improve 

the situation in the home to alle-
viate root causes of poverty facing 
families in our neighborhoods.  

We not only know our 
clients on a personal level, but our 
clients are an important source 
of information about changing 
needs, current situations, and gaps 
in programming that need to be 
addressed in the Hartford area. 
We want you to know of our appre-
ciation. We hope you all enjoy 
the upcoming holiday season.

Sincerely,
 Alyce F. Hild  

 Allison Hild Petrie

We remain 
committed to 
continuing our 
core mission of 
providing nutri-
tious food at our 
noon meal and 
in our pantry 
program, even as 
we develop new 
offerings...

Continued from page 5

Girls squash wins big; starts 2-0
The  vars i ty  g i r l s 

squash team’s high expecta-
tion for the season showed 
in their first match as they 
crushed Ethel Walker.

K O  b e g a n  t h e i r 
season at home against 
Ethel Walker and pulled 
through on almost all ends 
winning 6-1. The Wyverns 
have lots of experience – 
they have nine returning 
members – and this propelled 
them to a great first win. 

T h e r e  w e r e  t w o 
standout performances 
on the day against Ethel 
Walker from sophomore 
No. 4 player Cami Berck-
emeyer and sophomore No. 
2 player Ananya Alleyne. 

Berckemeyer has been 
playing the best squash she 
has ever played recently, 
which was apparent when she 
crushed her opponent 3-0. 
Berckemeyer won all three 
games she played by a sizable 
margin, 11-5, 11-2, 11-2. 

Alleyne similarly anni-

hilated her opponent as she 
won her match 3-0. Alleyne 
did not give Ethel Walker a 
chance, winning 11-2, 11-4, 
11-3 in her individual games. 

Both Berckemeyer 
and Alleyne played great 
defense, each giving up a 
total of only nine points in the 
three games of their matches. 

“This match against 
Ethel Walker was a confi-
dence builder, but there is 
always room to hit better 
and tighter rails,” said 
Head Coach Andy Carr. 
“To improve we need to 
clean up the drop shots 
and hit consistent serves 
that hit off the side walls.”

 There are a few 
players, such as senior No. 
6 player Rose Esselstyn and 
senior No. 3 player Cassie 
T-Pederson, who have expe-
rience and can contribute to 
the team’s success this year. 

C o a c h  C a r r  s a i d 
these two seniors are great 
players to have on the team 
because they always come 
to practice with a posi-

tive attitude ready to play. 
Both of these players’ 

hard work in practice 
paid off, as they each 
won their  f irst  match 
against Ethel Walker 3-0. 

In addition to the 
powerful group of seniors, 
there is also a group of 
young players to contribute 
to the team’s success. 

No. 5 player eighth-
grader Cindy Smith is the 
youngest player on the 
team and Coach Carr said 
she brings a lot of energy, 
which helps the squad’s 
success. Smith’s energy on 
and off the courts showed 
as she won her first match 
against Ethel Walker 3-0. 

With the high expecta-
tions of the team this year, 
the team decided to join 
high school nationals for the 
first time in team history. 

“The  team rea l ly 
wanted to play last year, and 
this year our team is so into 
squash that they are excited 
about it,” said Coach Carr. 
“The tournament is in the 

Hartford area this year, so 
it is more accessible than it 
has been in the past. I think 
we are one of the stron-
gest teams we have had at 
KO in the past 10 years.”

Following the match 
against Ethel Walker, KO 
traveled to Suffield Academy 
and shut them out, winning 
by a score of 7-0, the first 
time the girls varsity squash 
team beat Suffield Academy 
in the past six years. 

Senior Co-captain No. 1 
player Julia Goldsmith picked 
up her first win on the year 
against Suffield Academy. 

It was a hard fought 
match by Goldsmith, and 
her determination led her 
to attaining the 3-2 win. 

“ M y  l a s t  m a t c h 
against Suffield was really 
tough, but I kept working 
hard and pulled through 
with a strong win in five 
games,” said Goldsmith.

The team is hopeful 
that two key players, senior 
Faith Pease and junior 
Emma Smith,  wil l  be 
healthy enough to return to 
the squad after winter break. 

KO looks to continue 
their successful season 
in a few key matches 
coming up on the schedule.    

After returing from 
winter break, the Wyverns 
will face off against a tough 
Millbrook School, followed 
by another home match 
against Canterbury School. 

by William Gitlin ’17

Senior Co-captain No.1 Julia Goldsmith finesses a drop shot just above the tin 
in the home opener against Ethel Walker School. Photo by Shelby Fairchild 

“My charac-
ters have to be 
allowed to be who 
they are, and, if 
they do some-
thing, it has to be 
believable to who 
they are.”

by Ryan Albanesi ’17
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by Ryan Albanesi ’17

 Mark Billingsley started playing basketball when 
he was just seven years old. Now a senior, he will lead 
the boys varsity team as captain as they begin competing 
in the annual Paul “Frosty” Francis Kingswood Oxford 
Invitational Basketball Tournament this Friday, Dec. 16. 

Billingsley first picked up a basketball after watching 
his older siblings play, he said. “It’s something we all do, 
that’s been passed down through my family,” he said. Inter-
estingly, Billingsley has played the same positions since his 
first few years in the game, point guard and shooting guard. 

As the Wyverns prepare for the start of their 
home-court tournament, Billingsley says the team is 
working mostly on consistency and transition. “We’ve 
been concentrating on our transition game for the most 
part, especially getting back on defense,” he said. 

However, the team has already performed well, even 
early in their winter schedule. In their first game, against 
St. Mark’s School on Friday, Dec. 2, the squad won 75-53. 

This year’s team has made many improvements 
compared to the past few seasons, Billingsley said. “We 
have more subs this year and more options too. That 
first game we came out with a lot of energy and then 
had a lot of energy throughout the entire game,” he said. 

However, the boys struggled to maintain their energy 
in their second and third games, both losses, to West-
minster School and Avon Old Farms on Saturday, Dec. 
3 and Wednesday, Dec. 7, respectively. After once again 
starting their competitions with high energy, the boys 
lost their drive during the second half, Billingsley said.

Billingsley said he is working on aspects of his own 
personal game, too. “I’m trying to be a better leader overall, 
because I think [the team] feeds off my energy,” he said. “If  I can 
be more positive and more energetic, I think we will be fine.” 

Next year, Billingsley is planning on attending 
college where he can continue to play basketball.

Kayla 
Glemaud

Since fourth grade, senior Co-captain Kayla 
Glemaud has been drawn to the intensity and physicality 
of basketball. Since her freshman year, Glemaud has been 
a key leader and offensive weapon for the Wyvern squad. 

With the girls varsity basketball team’s changing its 
head coach leadership each year for the past four seasons, 
things have not always been simple for Glemaud as a 
leader. However, like most of the difficulties she faces 
on the court, Glemaud has met this challenge head-on.

“It’s definitely a lot of pressure on me. I 
try to make sure that there is a good relation-
ship between the team and the coach,” she said. 

This year, that mission to connect team and coach has 
been pretty easy, Glemaud said. “I love [new Head Coach 
Kyle] Chapman. I believe in everything he tells me and I 
respect his knowledge in the game. To have the trust I do is 
going to make the season something remarkable,” she said. 

Under Coach Chapman, the girls have started off the 
season with a record of 2-3. The Wyverns have elevated their 
play in many ways since last season, Glemaud said. “We’re 
faster than last year, we have more energy, and we have 
a different mindset. We go into every game thinking and 
believing we can win…that’s a change in culture,” she said. 

But the girls are working hard to improve their 
offensive play, especially in moments after they have 
forced a turnover on the defensive end of the court. 
“Once we’ve turned the ball over, we need to execute 
and score, which means working with each other and 
playing to each other’s strengths,” Glemaud said. 

As Co-captain for a second season, Glemaud has 
been working on aspects of her own game as well. “I’m 
trying to be more vocal, and to not wear my emotions on my 
face as much,” she said. Glemaud is also looking forward 
to playing basketball at the collegiate level. “The talent 
is going to be up, the speed is going to be up, it’s only 
going to push me to be better and I’m just really excited to 
have to push myself even more than I am now,” she said.

Madi 
Kalkstein

There’s must be something about the number: 
just like Glemaud, senior Co-captain Madi Kalk-
stein first picked up a basketball when she was in  
fourth grade. Since she can remember, she’s attended 
UConn games using season tickets with her family, 
she said. “I was always around the game,” she said. 

The girls varsity basketball team began the winter 
season with a competitive, physical game against a talented 
Taft School team, ultimately losing 55-38. However, 
the squad rebounded immediately, defeating Williston 
Northampton soundly 46-34 on Saturday, Dec. 3. The 
girls then beat Cheshire Academy by a score of 58-44 on 
Monday, Dec. 5 before falling to Berkshire School at home 
on Wednesday, Dec. 7 by a score of 63-50. Most recently, the 
squad fell to Choate Rosemary Hall on Saturday, Dec. 10.  

“We may be 2-3, but we beat one of the 
best teams in our league and that lets me think 
that the best is really yet to come,” Kalkstein said. 

The girls have come together in an impressively 
short amount of time, and that is in large part thanks 
to the strong role model the girls have in Kalkstein. 

When the invitational tournament begins, a staple 
of KO athletics for the past 54 years, the girls squad will 
face off first against Sacred Heart at 7 p.m in Hewett Gym. 

Last season, the girls defeated the Hackley School in a 
nailbiter first round by a score of 45-41. In that tournament, 
Kalkstein was named to the girls All-Tournament Team. With 
a 2-3 record, the girls are working hard to improve several 
physical aspects of their game, but a significant goal to reach 
before the KIT begins is completely mental, Kalkstein said. 

“Since the KITs are such a big deal for us, we’re 
like any other team and we would absolutely love to 
win…but we need to just go play as hard as we can and 
together as a team treating it like any other game,” she said. 

Now in her fifth and final year playing basketball 
in the KO uniform, Kalkstein also plans on attending 
college to continue fulfilling her love for the sport.

Previewing the KITs: 
Spotlight on the captains: 

54th Annual KIT Bracket
54th Annual Kingswood Oxford Invitational Girls’ Tournament Bracket 54th Annual Kingswood Oxford Invitational Boys’ Tournament Bracket
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Billingsley
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Players of the

Moment:
Seniors Ryan Albanesi 
and Julia Goldsmith

Senior boys varsity tennis and squash Captain Ryan 
Albanesi. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

Senior girls varsity tennis and squash Captain Julia 
Goldsmith. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

by Michael Loughran ’17      
       and Will Gitlin ’17

Primarily a tennis player, 
senior Captain Ryan Albanesi 
began playing squash in the Middle 
School when he decided to try out 
for the KO varsity squash team 
and made it as an eighth grader. 

Since both tennis and 
squash are racquet sports, Alba-
nesi decided to try it because he 
had always played tennis and 
figured the two sports were very 
similar. He quickly realized that 
even though they are both racquet 
sports, they are very different. 

“There was definitely a 
learning curve,” he said. “I realized 
pretty quickly that the swings them-
selves and just the way you have 
to approach the ball is completely 
different for both sports.” 

Although he learned that the 
two sports are not as similar as he 
had originally thought, Albanesi 
enjoys playing squash for the same 
reason he enjoys playing tennis. 
“You’re on the court by yourself, 
and as much as it is you against 
your opponent, it’s also very much 
you against yourself,” he said.

After being on the team for 
five years now, Head Boys Squash 
Coach Robby Lingashi has gotten 
to know Albanesi pretty well and 
praises not only his ability as a 
player on the court, but also his 
ability as a leader for the team.

“On the court, his forehand 
is very, very strong, and he is able 
to overpower his opponents some-
times,” he said. He also acknowl-
edged the separation between 
squash and tennis when he jokingly 
said that Albanesi’s forehand 

really love both,” he said. “They 
also understood that I’m learning 
things in squash that I can use on 
the tennis court and vice versa.”

Over time, Albanesi learned 
that he had to take a different 
approach to squash, because it is not 
the same as tennis. He also learned 
that the two aren’t completely 
different either. “People would 
always tell me that the two sports 
are way too different, but there are 
shots and slices that I could never 
hit when I played tennis . . . until 
I started playing squash,” he said. 

Albanesi has a diverse skill 
set that allows him to be successful 
on both the squash and tennis court. 

Senior Co-captain No. 1 seed 
Julia Goldsmith has demonstrated 
excellence on and off the squash 
court this year in her attempts 
to have the most successful 
season of her squash career. 

Goldsmith first started 
playing squash for the KO Middle 
School team when she was in 
seventh grade. Her friend Abby 
Leblanc convinced her to play 
squash and eventually ended up 
teaching Goldsmith the basics 
of the sport, such as how to hold 
a racquet correctly, the rules of 
the game, and simple tactics. 

Goldsmith felt compelled 
to first attempt the sport after 
she had the opportunity to watch 
her brother play squash for four 
years in high school at KO and 
thought that she would also 
enjoy playing. After first playing, 
Goldsmith loved the sport, and 

her squash career took off from 
there as she played for two years 
in Middle School and then four 
more years in Upper School. 

As this is Goldsmith’s 
second year as a captain and 
the No. 1 player of the varsity 
girls squash team, she knew 
she had to come into the season 
prepared to achieve excellence 
for herself and as a team. “This 
past offseason, I have worked on 
multiple facets of my game,” said 
Goldsmith. “My drop shots have 
become a lot lower and harder to 
get to. My backhand return has 
also become stronger, and I now 
have a more diverse selection of 
shot opportunities that I learned.”

Goldsmith plays a different 
styled game than most players, as 
her biggest strength on the court 
is her ability to slow down the 
game and be patient. Her high 
lob serve deep into the corner is 
highly effective against the tough 
opponents she faces each week. 
She can visually slow down 
the game and the pace of the 
game during points, which is an 
ability that very few players are 
fully capable of accomplishing.

“Julia tries really hard and 
is put in a tough position playing 
the best players on our opponents 
teams match after match,” said 
Head Coach Andy Carr. “ She is a 
great teammate though, because she 
wants the team to win, and regard-
less how she does in her match, she 
is quick to turn around and root on 
her teammates to do their best.”

Goldsmith’s first matches 
were on the road at Loomis Chaffee 
School in the WALKS tournament.

In this tournament, Gold-
smith faced off against Suffield 
Academy, Westminster School, 
and Loomis Chaffee School. In 
her match against Suffield, she 
shut out their No. 1 player and won 
2-0. Goldsmith’s successful perfor-
mance faltered after the first strong 
win as she lost to Westminster 
school 2-0. Following this tough 
loss, Goldsmith played Loomis 
Chaffee; the match was tied 
1-1 and she had to win the third 
game to secure the win; however, 
she ended up losing a tight third 
game 18-16 and the match 2-1.

“I  p lan  to  be  rea l ly 
supportive of everybody, because 
that seemed to be a good tactic 
in helping the team strive to be 
our best last season,” said Gold-
smith. “I am always trying to 
be a role model in practice and 
matches for how the rest of 
the team should act and play.”

After the WALKS tour-
nament, Goldsmith faced off 
against Ethel Walker School. 
Even with some close games, 
such as the third game where 
she  los t  11-9 ,  Goldsmith 
ended up losing her match 3-0. 

Goldsmith was talking to 
coaches for a while last year, but 
after visiting Tulane she fell in 
love with the school and found it 
was more important to be in love 
with a school and confident with 
her decision than to continue her 
squash career at a school that is 
not perfect for her. Goldsmith will 
attend Tulane University next year, 
making this her last competitive 
year of squash, and plans to play 
only recreationally after this year. 

Ryan Albanesi

Julia Goldsmith

Boys squash enters winter break 
with 1-1 record and momentum 

would be about 10 times better if 
he primarily focused on squash, 
because he has so much potential. 

Albanesi is one of four 
seniors on the boys varsity squash 
team, which also consists of four 
underclassmen and one eighth 
grader. Coach Lingashi noted that 
the seniors have been excellent 
for the team by encouraging and 
motivating the younger players, 
but that Albanesi has gone above 
and beyond. “Ryan’s got it,” Coach 
Lingashi said. “He’s a great leader. 
Everybody on the team listens to 
him and if I leave stuff with him, I 
don’t really worry, because he is so 
organized and I know he’ll do it.”

As captain and No. 1 seed, 
Albanesi leads the team both on 
and off the court. The team faces 
very talented opponents in the 
Founders League, so as the No. 1 
seed, he is facing the very best and 
acknowledges that he must be on 
top of his game to compete and win. 

He also acknowledges that 
it has been increasingly diffi-
cult to keep playing squash as he 
has gotten older. “A lot of tennis 
coaches told me that I couldn’t 
do both, because the squash 
swing would automatically mess 
up my tennis swing,” he said. 

But the love of the sport 
kept him coming back for more 
despite the advice of several 
coaches. He thanks both Coach 
Lingashi and boys varsity tennis 
Head Coach Andy Krugman for 
working with him so he could 
play both sports. “The two of 
them have been really helpful, 
because they both understood that 
I wanted to play both because I 

by Michael Loughran ’17

The boys varsity squash 
team looks to have a successful 
season with a team that is 
filled with a steady balance 
of upper and underclassmen. 

After graduating only a 
single senior this past spring, the 
team consists of four seniors, 
one sophomore, three freshmen, 
and even one eighth grader. 

Coming into the season, 
Head Coach Robby Lingashi noted 
that this year would be an important 
year for the younger players on the 
team to pick up some experience. 
“We got a lot of new players, which 
is really good for the upcoming 
years, but this season is impor-
tant for developing their skills and 
gaining some experience,” he said.

He also said that the senior 
leadership has been very impor-
tant, because they have been a 
great source of encouragement and 
motivation for the younger players.

The team began their season 
with the annual WALKS tourna-
ment hosted by the Westmin-
ster School on Wednesday, Nov. 
30. In this preseason warmup, 
the players were able to tune 
their skills against competitive 
schools, including Westminster, 
Avon Old Farms, Loomis Chaffee 
School, and Suffield Academy. 

Senior No. 5 seed William 
Gitlin said he appreciated this 
event. “The WALKS tourna-
ment was good for the team,” 
he said, “because it allowed 
us to get comfortable playing 
against quality opponents again 

after the long off-season.”
Coach  Lingash i  a l so 

acknowledged the long off-
season and credited the Wyvern 
Squash Club for being extremely 
beneficial for his players. “Since 
the court is open all year, they are 
playing a lot more than just during 
the season,” he said. “That is a 
great advantage because a large 
part of the team are members of 
the club, so they are practicing 
even when there’s not practice.”

For their first regular-season 
match, the team hit the road 
to take on a talented Williston 
Northampton squad on Saturday, 
Dec. 3. The Wyverns lost 5-2 
with wins coming from Gitlin and 
eighth grader No. 6 seed Henry 
Krieble. Despite losing by three, 
the match was much closer than 

the score, as there were multiple 
matches in which KO lost 3-2. 

Although the match didn’t 
end the way they wanted it to, 
the team looks to remain positive. 
“This was a tough first match of 
the season, but even though we 
lost, the team was very competi-
tive, and most of the matches 
could have gone either way,” said 
senior No. 2 seed Ben Putterman.

In another very competi-
tive away match with Deerfield 
Academy on Wednesday, Dec. 7, 
the Wyverns finished victorious, 
winning 4-3, led by dominant 
performances from Gitlin and 
Putterman, who won their matches 
3-0 and 3-1, respectively. Gitlin is 
now 2-0 on the season after not 
allowing a single point in the third 
game of his match Williston match. 

“This win was really impor-
tant, especially for the younger 
players who might have been 
disappointed after the first match 
and were preparing for a tough 
season,” said senior Captain No. 1 
seed Ryan Albanesi. “We showed 
that we can win and I’m proud 
of the guys who stepped up.” 

Along with victories by 
Putterman and Gitlin, freshman 
No. 4 seed Nick Chu came back 
to win his match, and sophomore 
No. 3 seed Aidan Shea secured 
the victory for the Wyverns. It 
was important for the Wyverns 
to have a victory under their 
belt, since the team doesn’t have 
another match for over a month. 
The next match for the Wyverns 
is scheduled for Wednesday, Jan. 
11 against the Westminster School. 
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The  boys  vars i ty 
basketball team continues 
to improve their chem-
istry in order to perform 
to their fullest potential 
in the upcoming KITs. 

   After only a few days 
of practice, the team trav-
eled to St. Mark’s School. 
The game was on Friday, 
Dec. 2,  and the Wyverns 
defeated the Winged Lions 
by over 20 points, with 
a final score of 75-53. 

Head Coach Garth 
Adams said that it was nice 
to play a team in their own 
class, class B, for their first 
game. They had a couple 
of solid players, he said. 

Coach Adams said 
he was impressed with the 
depth of the team. “We were 
able to wear them down 
with our depth,” he said. 

Senior Nick Ravalese 
said that the team showed 
defensive skills and effort. 

“We worked hard 
and competed against our 
opponents until the final 
buzzer,” he said. “We fought 
for the ball on defense 
and communicated and 
created space on offense.” 

In  the  game,  KO 
had a very quick start. 
The Wyverns started off 
the game with a 16-6 run 
and never looked back. 
“[Freshman] Jackson Wolff 
played a huge role off the 
bench in this game,” junior 
Jackson Meshanic said.

The next  day,  on 
Saturday, Dec. 3, the squad 
traveled to Westminster 
School, where they lost 71-66. 

This year, Westminster 
upgraded their team, said 
Coach Adams. They added 
two strong players, including 
a very quick point guard. It 
was a competitive game 
that could have gone either 
way, said Coach Adams. 

The boys were sluggish 
in the first half, but competed 
in the second. “We competed 
though and came back with 
a lead for a portion of the 
second half,” said Ravalese. 

The playing style 
of Westminster was one 
that the Wyverns were not 
expecting. “Westminster 
was able to play the game at 
their speed,” said Meshanic. 
“They were able to force 
us into unneeded turnovers 
and score in transition.” 

On Wednesday, Dec. 
7, the team traveled to Avon 
Old Farms School where  
after being behind at half-
time 38-24, they lost 63-54. 

“We really made an 
effort to come back and make 
it a better game,” said sopho-
more Sean James. Avon had 
several players who could 
dunk the ball, said James. 

The Wyverns’ offense 
improved during the second 
half of the game, but they 
were not able to come back. 
Even with the loss, James 
said that KO had a few 
exciting drives to the basket.  

Coach Adams said that 
even though all the players 
are talented, there are several 
who stand out among the rest. 
He said that senior Captain 
Mark Billingsley is showing 
a lot of leadership so far. 

Meshanic  agreed . 
“Mark Billingsley is doing 
a great job as our captain 
and leader,” he said. “He 
has his leadership skills, but 
he is also a good player on 
the court. In the Avon game, 
James led the team on the 
defensive and offensive end. 

James also pointed out 
that Billingsley is one of the 

better shooters on the team. 
C o a c h  A d a m s 

also praised Meshanic. 
“Jackson has started off 
very strong inside,” he said. 

James agreed. “He 
is one of our dominant 
players down low,” he said. 

Coach Adams said the 
team plans to be as competi-
tive as possible this season. 
“If we find ourselves in 
[the] top eight, we could be 
the champs,” he said. “We 
would also like to win [the] 

Boys basketball optimistic despite 
one win in opening three games

KIT. This team would love 
to hold the champ trophy.” 

James said that he 
has high hopes, and he 
thinks that the team has a 
chance to win this weekend. 

“I believe this team 
can be one of the strongest 
teams Kingswood has had 
yet, due to the fact that we 
are all very talented and we 
can all play together,” he 
said. “Coach Adams talks 
about knowing your team-
mates well, and that we do.”

by Kyle Zimmerman ’18

Junior Jackson Meshanic aggressively denies a Westminster player a layup in 
the Wyverns’ 71-66 loss on Dec. 3. Photo courtesy of Peter Meshanic.

Boys hockey seeks improvement 
after facing early season losses

After losing their first 
three games of the season, the 
boys varsity hockey team will be 
looking to build on their tough 
losses and improve their results for 
their upcoming games this season.

The squad lost 8-2 to St. 
Luke’s on Saturday, Dec. 3; 11-2 to 
Worcester Academy on Wednesday, 
Dec. 7; and 9-2 against Roxbury 
Latin on Saturday, Dec. 10. 

Head Coach Ben Adams  said 
the team’s three losses so far this 
season have revealed both weak-
nesses and strengths of the team. 

“The first couple games of 
the season have shown how we 
need to improve this season if we 
want to compete against and beat 
our opponents,” he said. “Although 
the score of our losses have been 
difficult, the team has shown its 
ability in offense, defense and 
organization across the ice.” 

The team also looks to use 
each practice to improve and better 
themselves for their next game. 

“While we are practicing, so is the 
other team,” said Coach Adams. 

“Practice each week is an 
opportunity to work harder and 
improve more than our oppo-
nents. Each day [we] practice in 
order to compete in each game.” 

Senior Drew Nemirow 
said the team is making adjust-
ments to improve. “The season 
so far for us has been a process,” 
Nemirow said. “We have been 
working hard on systems to 
organize ourselves on the ice.”  

Despite losing their first 
three games of the season, the team 
has shown flashes of brilliance 
and several individual players 
have shown their ability to score. 

“Drew Nemirow has been 
a standout player on the team 
this season,” senior Josh Bobruff 
said. “He is our top scorer and 
also helps create and assist goals 
for other players on the team.” 

Nemirow said several 
players have excelled in both prac-
tices and games so far this season. 

“The standout players so 

far this season have been my 
line mates, [sophomore] Garth 
[Swanson] and Josh [Bobruff],” he 
said. “We work together to build 
up our attack and have been able 
to score some goals as a result.” 

Coach Adams said he has also 
been impressed with Nemirow’s 
ability in front of goal this season. 

“Last year he was a main 
goal scorer for the team, and 
he continues to do the same 
this season,” he said. “He is 
not only great at finishing an 
attack, but helps begin them 
and set up his teammates.” 

N e m i r o w  h a s  b e e n 
successful in front of the net 
this season, scoring two goals 
in the game against Roxbury 
Latin School, as well as scoring 
one and picking up an assist 
against Worcester Academy.   

The team has not only 
been motivated by their recent 
losses, but also by members of 
the team who have established 
themselves as important leaders. 

Coach Adams said that 

the senior members of the 
team look to help improve the 
squad in and out of practice. 

“Josh and Drew have 
distinguished themselves [as] 
leaders of the team,” he said. 
“Each week, they look to not only 
improve themselves as players, 
but everyone on the team.”

The team has also set goals 
for themselves this season,. They 
hope that they can improve as a 
team as the season progresses. 

“The goal for this season is 
to use each practice and game as a 
chance to better ourselves as indi-
vidual players and communicating 
as a team,” Coach Adams said.

“We have many games 
before the end of the season and 
have to play better in each than 
we did in our last,” he added. 

Bobruff and Nemirow said 
the key goal for the team this year 
is improvement. “The goal for the 
season is for everybody on the 
team to get better over the course of 
the winter season,” said Nemirow. 
“The wins and losses don’t matter 

as much to us as improvement.” 
Bobruff  agreed.  “Our 

goal for the season is do the best 
we can this season. We need 
to use each practice as a day to 
improve our ability and team 
chemistry in order to compete 
the remainder of this season.” 

The team aims to improve 
their performance on the ice 
and prepare before competing 
in their next game of the 
season against Rye Country 
Day School on Friday, Jan. 6.   

by Nick Ravalese ’17

Wyverns win 
soccer honors

The New England Prep 
School Soccer Association has 
named senior Sam March to 
its All-New England Team, 
senior Trevor Krupp to the 
Connecticut All-State Team, 
and history teacher Peter Jones, 
who retired last year after 25 
years as head coach of KO boys 
soccer, to its Hall of Fame.  



20 THURSDAY
December 15, 2016 Sports Sports THURSDAY

December 15, 2016 2124 THURSDAY
December 15, 2016 Sports Sports THURSDAY

December 15, 2016 21
Girls basketball starts off strong, 
faces Sacred Heart in KIT Friday
by Ben Putterman ’17

After finishing their last 
season with a disappointing record 
of 5-15, the girls varsity basket-
ball team expects a much better 
season this winter. Heading into 
the KO invitational tournament, 
the girls have a record of 2-3.

This season, the girls say 
they can have a more successful 
record than in previous years. 

Although they believe 
they can achieve a .500 this time 
around, senior guard Co-captain 
Kayla Glemaud said she just 
wants to have an impressive 
last season during which they 
go out and shock other teams. 

“ I n s t e a d  o f  t e a m s 
looking forward to playing us, 
I want them to feel scared and 
intimidated when they have 
to play KO,” Glemaud said.

In the Wyverns’ first game 
on the road this year, the girls faced 
a competitive team from Williston 
Northampton. Although the team 
has struggled greatly against 
the Bobcats in the past, they 
came out on top this year, 46-34. 

Glemaud described the 
game as very fast and highly 
energetic. “We never took our 
foot off the gas,” she said. “We 
played for each other, and even 

if they scored, we kept going.”
At home on Wednesday, 

Dec. 7, the team suffered a loss to 
Berkshire 63-50, and their most 
recent game ended in a 54-37 loss 
against Choate Rosemary Hall. 

Facing a squad with several 
girls over six feet tall, the team had 
difficulty defending them in the 
post. Offensively, the team strug-
gled to hit shots. But both senior 
guard Co-Captain Madi Kalkstein 
and Glemaud finished with 13 
points and 12 points, respectively.

Despite this tough loss, 
the team is still determined to 
perform well in their upcoming 
competitions. “We are working 
hard in practice and we just need 

more togetherness and team play 
to be successful,” said Kalkstein.

Th i s  season ,  Midd le 
School English teacher Kyle 
Chapman, who once played for 
the UConn men’s basketball 
team, has taken over as head 
coach, Coach Chapman said 
his team has several strengths: 
many returners, a solid base, 
many talented offensive players. 

But he acknowledges chal-
lenges as well. “We need to learn 
how to win, which is something we 
haven’t done in the past few years,” 

“We  never took 
our foot off the 
gas. We played 
for each other, 
and even if they 
scored, we kept 
going.”
– Kayla Glemaud

he said. “It’s a learning behavior 
because they have had a lot of 
coaches, so everything is new form 
them. The have to learn to have 
trust in the coach and in each other.”  

Glemaud sa id  Coach 
Chapman is the most enthusiastic 
and devoted coach she has ever 
had in her basketball career. “He 
has such optimism and motivation 
to be better and is really changing 
the culture around,” she said.

With Glemaud starting 
her fourth year on the squad and 
Kalkstein beginning her fifth 

season, they each have experience 
that allows them to help the team 
significantly each and every game. 

Kalkstein helps the team by 
encouraging everyone while also 
helping them improve their skills, 
said junior post Skylar Barron. 
“Glemaud is the ideal representa-
tive of how we should all play and 
always has a positive attitude.” 

To improve their overall 
play, they have put in an extraordi-
nary amount of hard work in prac-
tice the past few weeks. Through a 
mix of skill work, shooting drills, 
and organizing plays, the team 
has already progressed as a unit 
this season. In addition, the team 
focuses on their conditioning 
and scrimmages very often, so 
they are ready for their games.

The team will play in the KO 
Invitational Tournament on Friday, 
Dec. 16 and have high expecta-
tions for the weekend. “With Mr. 
Chapman as the new coach and 
our team’s new attitude, I think 
we are capable of winning the 
KITs as long as we play to our best 
ability every game,” said Barron.

Coach Chapman said his 
overall objective is improve-
ment. “A main goal is to just 
get better,” he said, “playing 
with energy, playing the type 
of basketball I want to play.” 

After championship season, 
swimming, diving look to success 
by Kyle Zimmerman ’18

Senior Amanda Civitello swims briskly down lane. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

With a positive attitude and 
a competitive mindset, the swim-
ming and diving team looks for yet 
another successful season this year. 

On Wednesday, Nov. 30, 
the team traveled to Hopkins 
School for their first meet. Both 
the boys and the girls lost to the 
strong Hopkins team with scores 
of 97-83 and 101-71, respectively.  

“It went pretty well especially 
for a meet this early in the season,” 
said Head Coach Alex Kraus said. 

He added that it’s chal-
lenging to swim a meet on 
the eighth day of the season, 
said Coach Kraus. This early 
meet got the season underway. 

Senior Co-captain Jack 
Barry had a solid 200 freestyle 
race, said Coach Kraus. He swam 
it in 1:55.63, which, Coach Kraus 
said was quite good, consid-
ering that he’s not  yet in shape. 

Junior Tim Petit placed 
second in the 200 IM with a time of 
2:14.53. In the boys 50-yard free-
style, two Hopkins boys placed first 
and second, but sophomore John 
Hagberg and junior Jaron Stake 
placed third and fourth with times 
of 23.53 and 25.24, respectively. 

The girls races were even 
more competitive. In the girls 
200 medley-relay at the start 
of the meet, senior Co-captains 
Amanda Civitello and Grace 

Amell, senior Laura Polley, and 
junior Emma Ouellette, KO placed 
second with a time of 2:05.5. 

In the 50 freestyle, Ouel-
lette grabbed second with a time 
of 27.72, and junior Noa Boyd 
placed fourth with a time of 30.11. 
Civitello had strong swims in the 
200 freestyle and the 500 freestyle 
with times of 2:15.02 and 5:59.12. 

Only a few days later, 
the boys team swam against 
Wilbraham and Monson while 
the girls team swam against 
both WMA and Ethel Walker. 

Both the boys and the girls 
defeated the Titans with final 
scores of 102-57 and 58-40, 
respectively, and the girls were 
close behind Ethel Walker 
School with a score of 56-42.

In the WMA/Walker meet, 
both Ouellette and senior Manisha 
Satheesh swam their first 100 fly 
races of the season with times of 
1:17.43 and 1:21.06, respectively. 
Civitello placed first in the 500 free 
and Polley placed third in the 100 
backstroke with a time of 1:15.56. 

Against WMA, the boys 
team also had several events 
that stood out. In the boys A 200 
medley relay, comprising of 
freshman Ethan Brown, freshman 
Jamie Amell ,  junior  Kyle 
Zimmerman, and Hagberg, KO 

placed first with a time of 1:51.55. 
In the boys 200 freestyle, 

Petit, Barry, and sophomore Ellis 
Winfree all placed in the top 
three. Senior Co-captain Noah 
Hawks-Ladds placed second 
in the 500 free with a time of 
5:55.65, and both the A and B 
400 free relay teams defeated the 
Wilbraham and Monson A relay. 

Coach Kraus cited several 
new swimmers who have stood 
out the most. “Ethan Brown, 
[freshman] Ben Zamstein and Jamie 
Amell are solid swimmers,” he 
said. “They are all in solid shape.” 

Against Hopkins, Brown 
won the 500 yard  freestyle with a 
time of 5:11.94 and placed second 
in the 100 backstroke with a time 
of 1:01.68. Against Wilbraham and 
Monson, he won the 100 back-
stroke in a time of 1:00.13 and won 
the 200 IM with a time of 2:14.05. 

Amell swam both the 200 
IM and the 100 breaststroke in the 
first two meets. In the 200 IM, he 
swam 2:28.22 against Hopkins 
and 2:28.63 against Wilbraham 
and Monson. His first two breast-
stroke times against Hopkins and 
Wilbraham and Monson were 
1:10.62 and 1:11.83, respectively. 

Zamstein swam the 100 
backstroke at the Hopkins meet 
with a time of 107.34, and then 

placed third at the Wilbraham and 
Monson meet with a time of 1:08.56. 

The diving team this season 
consists of junior Kian Issari, 
junior Carter Castanza and sopho-
more Isabelle Raymond. Raymond 
competed against two talented 
divers at Hopkins and placed third 
with 126.75 points. Castanza and 
Issari placed first and second. 
Castanza had an impressive first 
meet with score of 164.80, and 
Issari had a score of 127.30. 

Three days later at the 
Wilbraham and Monson and 
Ethel Walker meet, Raymond 
had no competition, but she 
improved her previous score and 
finished with a score of 139.65. 
Castanza placed first with a score 
of 171.60, and Issari placed third 
with a final score of 126.50.

A week later, the Wyverns 
hosted the KO Invitational. “I 
created the meet to add a little 
pizzaz and variety to the beginning 
of the season,” Coach Kraus said. 
“Many teams only have one dual 
meet in December, which seems 
both dry and boring. This meet 
hopefully adds fun to the season.”

On Wednesday, Jan. 11, 
they will swim against North-
field Mount Hermon School, 
and a week later, they will swim 
against  Suffield Academy.

Sophomore Desiree Davis masterfully dribbles. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.


