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Kushner inspires young KO writers
by Will Martin ’14

For this year’s Baird English 
Symposium, KO welcomed 
renowned playwright Tony 
Kushner, who came to speak to 
students and faculty about his 
experiences writing plays and, 
most recently, the screenplay for 
the award-winning film “Lincoln.”

While at KO, Mr. Kushner 
addressed assemblies for the 
Upper and Middle School. Though 
Symposium authors usually 
deliver lectures or readings at these 
assemblies, Mr. Kushner instead 
answered questions from students.

Senior Matthew Kahn said 
he enjoyed the question-and-
answer session. “I really liked the 
assembly,” said Matt. “When other 
Symposium authors have come to 
our school, some kids would get 
bored in the audience, but Kushner 
really kept the audience involved.”

During the assembly Mr. 
Kushner gave advice to young 
writers from his wealth of expe-
rience with different subjects. He 
said that, while his writing did 
reflect his early and current life, he 
makes an effort not to completely 
base any of his works on his life.

“Everything I write I’m sure 
has pieces of my life in it,” said Mr. 
Kushner. But he cautioned writers 
not to base a story on their lives.

Mr. Kushner also said that 
writers should make an effort to 
write about subjects they do not 
personally know a lot about. “I don’t 
think that you have to stick with 

your experiences and that’s all you 
can write about,” he said. “Try to 
use your imagination and research 
and analyze other cultures.” 

Mr. Kushner said that if 
a writer fails in writing about a 
subject he or she does not know 
completely, it becomes inter-
esting to the reader in a different 
aspect. “To some extent you might 
fail, but failure is fascination and 
shows the distance between the 
writer and the situation,” he said.

Mr. Kushner said that one 
of his greatest influences and 
heroes is the exceedingly famous 

16th-century writer and play-
wright William Shakespeare. 
“Shakespeare is the greatest 
speaker, writer, and poet that has 
ever lived,” he said, “He’s every-
where and in everything I write.” 

Kushner also said that he had 
similar respect for American presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln. “Nobody is 
on the same level as Shakespeare, 
but Lincoln is in the class of genius 
that comes the closest,” he said.

He said that his becoming a 
playwright was largely influenced 
by Shakespeare. Initially a medi-
eval studies major at Columbia 

University, Mr. Kushner said he 
took a Shakespeare course in his 
junior year that steered him into 
the path of being a playwright. 

But he did mention that he 
felt as though he was destined 
to become a playwright due to 
his parents’ affiliation with and 
interest in theater and music. 
“It was probably preordained 
that I was a writer,” he said.  

He also said that he has a great 
respect for Steven Spielberg, who 
directed the film adaptation of Mr. 
Kushner’s screenplay for the film 
“Lincoln.” “[Spielberg’s films are] 

masterpieces of narrative construc-
tion,” he said. Mr. Kushner also 
said that he thought very highly of 
Daniel Day-Lewis’ interpretation 
of Lincoln for the film. “Daniel  
was great. He was the definitive 
version of [Lincoln],” he said. 

Mr. Kushner also said that 
writing plays and writing screen-
plays for films are very different 
enterprises. “Screenplays and 
plays are two different art forms,” 
he said. “Writing with theater 
should be more dramatic. I had 
to hold back with ‘Lincoln.’” 

He said that the formali-
ties of writing the two genres 
differ as well.   “A play is copy-
righted, so I own it. I don’t own 
[my] screenplays, so it changes the 
relations with the writing,” he said.

Students of the this year’s 
Symposium class, which studied 
Mr. Kushner’s writing during the 
first semester, said they enjoyed 
both the class and the actual 
on-campus vist from Mr. Kushner.  

“The Symposium class was 
really fun,” senior Lauren Goldman 
said. “We had a very diverse group 
of people in our class, so it was 
interesting to hear everyone’s 
points of view on Kushner’s plays.” 

Senior Rayva Khanna 
agreed. “I really enjoyed my time 
with Tony Kushner,” said Rayva. 
“It was nice to ask him ques-
tions on his plays, and I loved 
the risks he took in his writing. I 
thought he did a great job at the 
assembly and meeting him was 
a truly fantastic experience.”

Model UN Team wins big at Yale
Thirty-six KO students 

attended 39th annual Yale Model 
United Nations Conference in New 
Haven, Conn., as mock ambassa-
dors to the United Nations from 
Thursday, Jan. 24 to Sunday, Jan. 27.

The goal of Model United 
Nations is to educate students 
about current events and issues 
facing the UN. History teacher 
and faculty head of the Model UN 
Club at KO, Stacey Savin, accom-

panied these students throughout 
their journey from being accepted 
into the group to attending 
Yale Model United Nations.

“Model UN is an educa-
tional outreach sponsored by the 
UN in which students play the 
role of ambassadors at a mock 
UN,” Ms. Savin said. “They are 
assigned to different committees 
based on the real United Nations.”

Ms. Savin said that Model 
UN competitions are held at the 
college, high-school, and middle-

school levels and are offered all 
over the world. She said that to 
be part of Model UN, students 
must write essays and participate 
in meetings before they attend the 
competition at Yale. “Students have 
to write an essay to get into Model 
UN, and, once they are in, they 
are assigned a country to research 
and a committee,” she said. 

This year, KO students 
represented Yemen, Great Britain 
and Malaysia. KO students also 
sat on specialized committees, 

such as the Hong Kong Reunifica-
tion Committee, the Press Corps 
and the Security Council. Once 
students arrived at Yale, they were 
split up based on their committees.

Ms. Savin said she was very 
pleased by the students’ leader-
ship and participation at the event. 
“Everyone did a great job and put 
in a lot of effort, especially in their 
position papers,” Ms. Savin said.

Three KO students were 
recognized for their performance 
and won awards. Seniors Brooke 

Goldsmith and Rayva Khanna 
served in the Arab League and 
won an award. Also, senior 
Ruthie Dannehy, who was in the 
Press Corps, received an award.

Brooke said it was really 
exciting to win. “I was so 
happy to have won,” she said. 
“It’s fun to be recognized after 
all the work you have put in.”

Ruthie said she had a good 
time at Model UN. “I enjoyed 

by Grace Jarmoc ’14

continued on page 15

Playwright Tony Kushner answers studemts’ questions at the Upper School Assembly. (Photo by Garrett Meccariello)
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Kunc asks students to live courageously

On Thurs. Jan. 31st, guest speaker 
Norman Kunc came to the KO campus to 
speak during a 3X assembly about living 
a life with cerebral palsy and the “stuff 
he’s learned.”  Mr. Kunc was introduced 
by Head of School Dennis Bisgaard, who 
said that Mr. Kunc’s powerful message 
of diversity would be mind blowing.

Mr. Kunc (pronounced “Koonz”) and 
his wife Emma Van der Klift have spent 
more than 30 years running The Broad 
Research Centre, located in Vancouver, 
British Columbia. Their practice helps 
individuals with disabilities and their 
families live rich and meaningful lives in 
their communities through training, coun-
seling and mediation on disability issues.

Mr. Kunc began his speaking 
career after he was offered the oppor-
tunity to write a book about over-
coming his disability and completing 
school all the way through university.

He began his talk by answering some 
commonly asked questions that he has encoun-
tered living with cerebral palsy, such as, 
“How did I get cerebral palsy?” “Am I going 
to die?”  and “How do people react to me?”  

“If someone came to me with a cure 
for cerebral palsy, I’d turn it down,” said 
Mr. Kunc. “Having cerebral palsy is a part 
of my life, and, if I got cured, that part of my 
identity would be gone, and I like who I am. 

“What I think people with disabilities 
want the most,” he said, “is to be authentically 
included in their communities, whether it is in 
their workplace, schools or neighborhoods.” 

Mr. Kunc encouraged KO students to 
be creative in finding ways to include those 
who have disabilities, and reflected on the 
innovations of his own friends by talking 
about how he was able to play baseball with 
them when he was in school. Because it took 
him 13 seconds longer than the other players 
to reach first base, he was given a 13-second 

start, but no more, which he considered a 
fair accommodation. “Sometimes I was 
safe, and sometimes I was out,” he said.

Above all else, Mr. Kunc encour-
aged students to be curious. “When we 
become curious, we suddenly start to see 
beyond what we think we know,” he said.

Mr. Kunc touched upon the idea that as 
a society, we accept cultural narratives that are 
not always true.  For example, a wheelchair 
usually goes along with the connotation that 
a person has a disability, and therefore cannot 
do certain things.  But that, in fact, is false, as 
Mr. Kunc displayed in video clips of wheel-

chair-tango dancers and extreme athletes.
Mr. Kunc then said that, along with 

cultural narratives, we feel pressure to be 
better than who we are, and, even when 
we get there, we still feel we don’t belong.  
“How much easier would life be if we didn’t 
feel the pressure to be better?” he said.

The assembly was summed up with the 
“stuff I’ve learned,” a humorous yet powerful 
list of the knowledge that Mr. Kunc has gained.  

First on the list was to “value your own 
diversity.”  Mr. Kunc used an example of a 
glass half full of water, with the water repre-
senting a person’s strengths, knowledge and 
achievements, and the empty portion repre-
senting certain weaknesses that one may have.  

“See the whole glass as the way you’re 
supposed to be,” said Mr. Kunc.  Also falling 
into this category, he said, was the chal-
lenge to “recognize your gremlin, and call 
forth your ally.”  Mr. Kunc explained how 
each person has the right to be who he or 
she is, and even though their inner gremlin 
isn’t going to shut up, they can concen-
trate on not listening to what he has to say.

The second thing Mr. Kunc said 
he has learned is to “seek the story in a 
stranger.”  “It is normal for us to make a 
split-second decision on whether someone 
is worth knowing or not,” said Mr. Kunc. 
“However, getting to know someone’s 
story is true diversity, and you should 
always be curious about someone’s story.”

The final thing that Mr. Kunc said he 
has learned is to “live courageously.” One 
of his favorite stories, he said, is about two 
dogs, one representing courage and one 
representing fear.  “There are always fights 
about whether courage or fear is going to 
win, but in the end the dog who wins is the 
one that you feed the most,” said Mr. Kunc. 

“When we learn to be coura-
geous, we get practice at resisting 
fear, and by teaching this to your chil-
dren, we can start to build a generation 
where kids feel good enough,” he said.   

 
               

by Sarah Gianni ’14

Time travel possible, UConn prof says
by Katherine Gianni ’14

On Fri., Feb. 1, physicist Dr. Ronald 
Mallett spoke as the 2013 Stroud Science 
Symposium speaker about the possi-
bility of physics supporting time travel. 

Dr. Mallett was introduced by senior 
Riley Risteen, who briefly touched upon 
his life as a physics professor at UConn as 
well as his achievements as an author of the 
book, “Time Traveler: A Scientist’s Personal 
Mission to Make Time Travel a Reality.” 

Dr. Mallett said his interest in time 
travel began when he was an 11-year-old, 
a year after his father’s death from a heart 
attack. Dr. Mallett said that ever since his 
childhood he has always wondered if it 
would be possible to go back in time and try 
to find a cure for his father’s untimely death.

In the beginning of his studies, Dr. 
Mallett said he was worried about how 
people would perceive him if they knew he 
was legitimately interested in studying time 
travel. “I studied black holes as a cover in 
college so I wouldn’t be looked at as insane,” 
he said.  However, as time went on he finally 
admitted his real motives for studying 
time travel to his colleagues. 

One of the largest inspirations for Dr. 
Mallett’s study was the work of well-known 
physicist Albert Einstein, “Einstein looked at 
the light in terms of his theory of special rela-
tivity,” said Dr. Mallett. “Time slows down for 
a moving clock; time is affected by motion.”  
Under Einstein’s reasoning, if an object is 
going fast enough, time will slow down, thus 
validating Dr. Mallett’s theory of time travel. 

Norman Kunc challenges KO students to value diversity at assembly. (Photo by Garrett Meccariello 

Physicist Dr.  Ronald Mallet enlightens students on time travel. (Photo by Rudy DeBerry ’13)

When asked about Dr. Mallett’s 
presentation, students expressed a range 
of opinions.  “It was interesting to hear 
a physicist talk about something that 

I always thought everyone believed 
was fiction,” said junior Virginia Villa. 

Senior Brooke Hayes echoed Virginia’s 
positive attitude about the speaker.  “I think 

Dr. Mallett’s presentation really captured 
the attention of many students because 
there were so many questions!” she said. 

But some students voiced different 
opinions. “I think that the speaker was 
a little bit over my head,” said freshman 
Melissa Lord, “I think I would have gotten 
a little more out of the assembly if I had 
understood more fully what he was saying.”

Senior Blake Randall said he agreed 
with Melissa’s thoughts about the speaker.  
“I thought it was all very interesting,” he 
said,  “but he seemed a little over confident 
about the possibility of time travel, which 
was odd, because even though it all made 
sense theoretically, it was still a little odd that 
he was so confident in its happening soon.”

Dr. Mallett wrapped up his presenta-
tion with words of wisdom to the students. 
“Choose a path for yourself,” he said. 
“Find a passion. If you do that, you will 
be happy with whatever path you choose.” 

Some students said they appreci-
ated his guidance. “The advice Dr. Mallett 
gave at the end of the speech was, I think, 
the best stuff he said throughout the entire 
presentation,” said junior Sarah Gianni.

The assembly ended with physics 
teacher and robotics coach Sarah Lamb 
speaking about the inspiration Dr. Mallett 
had on her when he was her professor 
at UConn.  He said his influence really 
solidified her thoughts on wanting to 
be involved in the realm of physics.  

She then invited all students with 
further questions to attend a reception for Dr. 
Mallet during fourth, fifth and sixth periods. 
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As recent speaker Norman Kunc taught 
us, each person has a story, but even though 
we at KO refer to ourselves as a close commu-
nity, do we really know each others’ stories? 

Diversity trainings in the Upper School 
happen maybe once a year, twice in a good 
year. When we were in the Middle School, 
we had diversity trainings every month.

People still remember the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. assemblies from a couple 
of years ago, and how powerful they were. 
We even dedicated all of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. day to diversity training. We 
would separate into smaller workshops 
with groups consisting of all different 
friend groups and grades. Now we have a 
40-minute assembly where students give 
speeches and we watch maybe one video.

Some students have said that these 
diversity trainings even make them feel 
awkward at certain points because they feel 
as though it is the a small group of students 
telling the majority what they are doing wrong. 

Why do we not have more diver-
sity trainings? Does our school think it is 
not important? Do we feel as though other 
activities may be more important than that 
of trying to bring together our community? 

Even short diversity trainings 
would help. Seniors say they remember 
an X-period diversity training last year in 
which each student answered questions 
about themselves and their identities. That 

sheet was then given to a random person 
and, when the questions were called out, 
that person would stand up according to 
the answer on the sheet. The senior class 
felt that this not only brought them closer 
as a grade, but also made each of them 
feel more comfortable in their own skins 
knowing so many others were just like them. 

We have so many faculty and even 
students who could give great diver-
sity trainings or assemblies, but we 
never seem to make the time for them. 

A couple of years ago, Senior 
Associate Director of Admissions and 
Diversity, Inclusion and Cultural Compe-
tency Advisor Joan Edwards led a great 
assembly about diversity that some of the 
older students still say was one of the best. 

We always reach outside our commu-
nity to see new interesting people, and it is 
absolutely wonderful, but sometimes the KO 
News staff feels like just by reaching inside 
our own community and finding out more 
about ourselves and others who we think 
we might know around us is more helpful.

KO as a whole needs to start reading 
other peoples stories and start learning 
about people whom we might not know 
so much about. More diversity train-
ings will not only make KO a better and 
a more open place, but this training will 
help KO become the truly close commu-
nity that we all talk about so often.

The end of the first semester always 
brings about a concoction of different 
emotions to the average KO student. 

There is the joy that we survived 
another four months of high school, the 
dread of having to get through four more 
months and, most of all, the nervous-
ness surrounding grades and comments. 

All KO students are in some way 
or another anxious about what their first 
semester reports will show. However, when 
the official and final copies of grades and 
comments are sent home toward the end of 
January (and the second semester ones in the 
beginning of June), the envelope arrives in 
mailboxes addressed to the student’s parents, 
as opposed to being addressed to the student. 

Upon first consideration, this is not a 
big deal at all. In most cases, the parents are 
the ones who are paying for their top-notch 
education at KO, and yes, because they 
sign the check, they should have the right 
to see and receive our grades and comments. 

However, the KO News believes 
that the envelope should arrived addressed 
to the student, or at least with the student 
as a byline alongside their parents. We 
students are the ones who work tirelessly 
and put insane amounts of effort in order 
to produce the grades within the envelope. 

It is our personalities and class participa-
tion that are highlighted in the comments. 

Besides being our emotional support 
during the semester, our parents are not the 
ones who create the grades. It is students 
that earn them, and therefore, students 
should be the ones to receive them. 

Many advisors show students 
unofficial reports of these grades and 
comments before they are mailed home, 
so the students at least know what to 
expect from the grades and comments 
that arrive in the mail for their parents. 

Although this is true, it would 
still be respectful for the students to 
be able to receive the reports and take 
some responsibility for our educations. 

After all, KO is a “college prepara-
tory school” and in college, grades are 
released to students, who are then encour-
aged to share their grades with their parents. 

In college, it is the same situa-
tion where parent’s role is to pay and 
the student’s role to learn and earn the 
grades. The KO News feels that this is 
a fair way of distributing the grades. 

KO should learn from the colleges 
that it is preparing us for, and let us take 
some responsibility for our education 
by addressing them to us in the mail.

Diversity 
on the decline?

Making and 
earning the grade

The Kingswood Oxford campus has 
been graced with a number of wonderful 
speakers recently, from a time-travel expert 
to a disabilities advocate with cerebral palsy 
to a Pulitzer Prize-winning and Oscar-nomi-
nated playwright. All of these speakers had 
something valuable to tell us, and we were all 
incredibly lucky to be able to experience them.

All of these people are leaders in their 
respective fields, and are incredibly knowl-
edgable about their topics. That being said, 
not all of what they said was agreeable with 
the entire KO community, and that’s all right.

Maybe we don’t all have the same 
political views as Tony Kushner does, but 
that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t listen to him. 

I’d like to think that all thoughts and 
ideas have some value to them, and regard-
less of whether or not I agree with Mr. 
Kushner’s politics, I respect him for being 
so forthright and open about his views. 

All of us (even the teachers) are 
still learning and growing, and we should 
never shut out new ideas by great thinkers.

I know that some people were upset 
by the fact that Mr. Kushner brought 
up politics at all, and, while I agree that 
politics are generally not considered 
topics for polite conversation, I don’t 
necessarily believe that our assemblies 
should be limited to polite conversation. 

A huge part of growing is learning to 
challenge what you’re told. I think it’s great 
that people disagreed with Mr. Kushner (I 
know where you’re coming from; I spent an 
entire semester disagreeing with him), but 
that doesn’t give you a free pass to not listen 
to him. He has more than earned our respect.

It’s easy for me to argue that Mr. 
Kushner has earned the right to speak 
controversially to an audience and expect 
us to stay and listen rather than leaving 
the auditorium out of frustration, but 
what should we do when we don’t agree 
with an assembly that fellow students put 
together, such as the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day assembly about economic justice?

The fact of the matter is, a group 
of students worked hard to put that 
assembly together, and they did it to 
honor the legacy of Martin Luther King, 
Jr., not to insult anybody in the audience. 

It’s unfortunate that the message 
of the assembly came across as an 
attack on the student body, rather than 
a call to consider what can be done to 
make the world a fairer place where 
everyone truly has the ability to compete.

While both of these assemblies brought 
up controversial topics, there’s one key differ-
ence between them. After the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day assembly, students had time set 
aside during which they could discuss their 
views with fellow advisees, and then respond 
to the group that put the assembly together.

Mr. Kushner said some things that 
students didn’t agree with, and unless those 
students attended the evening program 
(after which Mr. Kushner remained in the 
lobby for about an hour answering ques-
tions), they never had the opportunity to 
challenge Mr. Kushner’s words directly. 

I know that a few students and 
teachers were upset that they didn’t have 
the chance to argue with Mr. Kushner, 
and, though I’m not sure what this would 
have accomplished, I can see where these 
students and teachers are coming from. 

It can be frustrating to hear views 
that we don’t agree with and then not have 
a forum in which we can vocally disagree 
with them, but I think that this was actually 
a very good exercise for the KO community.

I really don’t think that the KO commu-
nity is offended enough. I hate to generalize, 
but I feel as if we sometimes get so caught 
up in being agreeable and politically correct 
that we forget to argue with each other or 
to bring up anything at all controversial. 

In doing that, we fail to offend 
each other, and I think that accepting 
offensive statements with class is an 
important skill for college and beyond. 

All of us will eventually leave the 
KO bubble for a world in which people 
will say things that we don’t always agree 
with, and sometimes people may say 
things that we find personally offensive, 
but that doesn’t mean we lash out at them. 

When handled properly, contro-
versy is  just  another  interest ing 
conversation-starter, and it can only 
expand a person’s ways of thinking.

Handling 
controversy 
with class
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You know that saying “Oh 
my gosh, that was soooo last 
year” about your outfit from that 
really annoying girl who thinks 
she is the next Joan Rivers?

I’m sure you all do, and 
we all dislike people like that 
(if you are one of those people, 
please stop). Unfortunately, I 
am about to take that stance. 

This little obsession over 
Emoji’s is “sooo last year” (imagine 
me saying that in a really obnox-
ious Regina George voice) and it 
needs to stop as soon as possible. 

I’m so done with people 
texting me with these little 
pictures that I should somehow 
translate into messages. Let’s take 

for an example when someone 
sends you multiple Emoji’s in 
one message without it containing 
any letters in the alphabet!

 The obsession with these 
Emoji’s has gone way too far and I 
am begging you all to stop, because 
it is damaging society as a whole. 

For example the other day 
I asked my friend why she was 
not at school and she proceeded 
to send me an Emoji of a round 
yellow circle with eyes and a 
napkin covering its (is that the 
politically correct term?) mouth. 

It turned out to be displaying 
a face mask similar to the ones 
surgeons wear during surgery, 
which I was supposed to know 
because I learned the language of 
Emoji overnight. I looked at this 

Emoji for a solid minute trying to 
depict what this friend of mine was 
trying to say like it was a message 
from some alien civilization.

 It finally hit me during Latin 
class (no I wasn’t texting in class 
Mr. Rains, don’t worry) that she 
was saying she was sick! I saw 
this as an opportunity to voice 
my opinion on the fact  – how I 
believed Emoji’s were degrading 
this society, which we would all 
like to keep on track. This turned 
into an argument that lasted for 
a solid 30 messages about how 
unbearable these Emoji’s are to 
myself, and other human beings 
on this planet we all call home. 

I mean, what is next? Is one 
of my friends going to notify me 
of the fact they cannot complete 

their desired actions on the toilet? 
Are they going to send me the 
Emoji’s signifying they cannot, 
then the one signifying a poop 
(which for some reason has a 
smiley face on it), and finish it off 
with the one that signifies tears 
coming out of an Emoji’s face? 

Think about it for a second.
How would you react to this text 
message? I know for sure the 
friendship between this friend 
and me would be in real question. 
Don’t dismiss this as something 
that won’t happen, because it prob-
ably has, and probably will again. 

We need to stop our little 
Emoji craze right now because it 
is damaging society in more ways 
than it is helping it. I am disgusted 
at the fact that people have the 

nerve to do this on a daily basis like 
it’s some game! I’m taking a stand, 
and I invite all of you aboard. It’s 
called the #NoEmoji campaign, 
where, whenever one texts you with 
an Emoji, you refuse to respond. 

You can voice your opinion 
over on Twitter or Facebook (I 
wouldn’t use the hash tag there 
because people get really emotional 
when you use hash tags on Face-
book) or on any other social media 
site. We didn’t learn the alphabet 
back in preschool to use Emoji’s 
as a way to express ourselves!

 This is our chance, King-
swood Oxford community, 
to put a stop to a horrible and 
society degrading act! Stand 
up and take a stance by joining 
the  #NoEmoji  movement!

Join the movement: #NoEmojis

It is an understatement 
when I say that I am disap-
pointed in the thefts that have 
happened to my fellow Wyverns 
and me.  These recent events 
have left the thief’s victims with 
a lost sense of security, replaced 
with a strong feeling of violation.

For me, the thief stole a lot 
more than just my laptop.  The 
laptop that I worked all summer 
to buy, right before coming 
to KO.  I have lost countless 
pictures with sentimental value.  

Pictures of milestones in 
my life, as well as my family’s, 
gone.  Pictures of relatives that 
are no longer with us, gone.   They 
can never be replaced.  Tons of 
documents, adding up to hours 
and hours of work, gone.  And 
just in time to start the biggest 
paper of my life: Senior Thesis.

I take responsibility for not 
backing up my photos and docu-
ments, but I never could have 
imagined that my laptop would 
be stolen from our community.  

I still can’t comprehend 
something like this happened to 

multiple people on campus.  Once, 
OK, there’s a slight glitch in the 
Matrix.  But multiple times? I just 
don’t get it.  We leave our backpacks 
by the cafeteria every day, and think 
nothing of it.  We leave our back-
packs in the lobby of Roberts every 
assembly, and casually wander 
off to take our seats. Why now? 

My feeling of security has 
been seriously compromised.  The 
moment I opened my backpack 
and realized what was missing, a 
sudden rush of emotions hit me. 

 Everything from confusion 
to betrayal came over me.  I walked 
away with an overwhelming 
feeling of violation, and a lack of 
trust for humanity.  But hey, what 
goes around  comes around, right?

To those of us who have 
learned our lesson the hard way, 
it is what it is.  As tough as a 
lesson as it was, it will definitely 
be of use to us in the future.  

So to those of you who were 
not affected by it, please take this 
as a lesson and lock your stuff up 
when it is not near you.  Make 
sure you back up your documents, 
photos, and music, because you 
never know what can happen.  

by Marissa Landino ’13

by Jack McGuire ’14

When I was a little kid, 
I always dreamed of what it 
was like to be older.  I wanted 
to grow up as fast as possible 
and be treated like an adult. 

 Now I’m nearly an adult, but 
I frequently find myself wishing 
to go back in time to when I was 
young.  It seems as if, no matter 
how old you are, you always 
want to be a different age.  So, 
what really has been the best age? 

Being 8 is awesome.  You’re 
young, wild and free.  Every big 
decision is made for you by 
your parents or your teachers, so 
there’s no chance for you to make 
the wrong decision and get hurt.  

When you’re 8, you’re too 
young to understand all the prob-
lems in the world, and, in this case, 
ignorance really is bliss.  If you fall 
and scrape your leg, your mom or 
dad is always right there to pick 
you up and hold you when you cry.  

At 8, you start to get 
some minor responsibilities and 
privileges.  You get to ride your 
bike around the neighborhood 
with your friends and stay out 

when it gets dark to play games 
of flashlight tag or manhunt.   

Fast-forward to 13 and you’re 
a new teenager, every parent’s 
worst nightmare.  You can finally 
go out to the mall without supervi-
sion, or to the movie theater without 
being chaperoned by an adult. 

 Cell phones are a must so 
you can call and text your friends 
until the early hours of the morning, 
gossiping and flirting.  Eighth grade 
makes you feel like a million bucks; 
you finally get to rule the Middle 
School.  Talking behind other 
people’s backs and who kissed 
who during “Truth or Dare” are 
the talks of the grade. Smothering 
parents start to get on your every 
last nerve, and you can’t wait to 
move out and make your own rules. 

At 18, life just keeps getting 
better and better.  With the pres-
sures of school finally lifted, it 
seems like you can release all the 
stress that has been building up for 
the past four years.  You’ve applied 
and been accepted (well, hope-
fully) to college and have some 
idea of what you want to do in life.  

It’s your last summer with the 
friends you’ve grown up with before 

everybody goes their own way.  
You can drive and go on the road 
trips you always see in the movies.  

Everybody becomes a little 
mischievous and gets into some 
trouble here and there, but that’s life.  

College is coming up, 
and that means starting over.  
Making new friends and moving 
in to a dorm room hours away 
from your parents may seem 
scary, but it’s exciting, too. 

Every age has its perks and 
downfalls. Looking to the future, 
there are so many new milestones 
yet to come.  Graduating from 
college and starting a life in the 
“real world” seems so far away.  

Eventually marrying your 
one true love and moving out into 
your own house will be crazy.  

You may become a parent 
and raise kids of your own, only 
to then become a grandparent and 
help raise your grandchildren.  No 
matter how old you are, people 
always want what they can’t have.  

We need to live in the moment 
and take advantage of every oppor-
tunity because, before we know it, 
those are going to be the moments 
we look back on and wish to relive.  

by Shelby Smith ’13

Age is but a number Lesson learned

Shout out to Julia McGowan 
for suggesting this at the Student 
Government meeting last week.

What we are proposing to you 
is a KO edition of Silent Library. 

For those of you who have 
never heard of this, it is kind 
of like a game show where a 
group of people will walk into 
a library and sit around a table. 

They will each pull and flip 
a card to determine who will be 
participating in the next event. 
One person then pulls the wheel 
deciding which event will be played. 

(Usually these events 
are  pa in fu l  o r  t e r r i fy ing 
for the contestant but I’m 
sure we could keep it PG.) 

The other people in the 
room who are watching cannot 

make too much noise or the noise 
meter goes into the red zone 
and no money will be earned. 

(We wouldn’t have to play 
for money…maybe just dress down 
days or chicken nuggets, which-
ever you feel is more valuable.) 

I think this would just be 
some good humored fun not looking 
to tease or torment any students. 

I am proposing that maybe 
we could start this during X-Periods 
or maybe during an assembly. 

M a y b e  i f  t h a t  g o e s 
well, there could be a teacher 
edition. (You’re first Mr. Jones.)

So I will leave you with some 
food for thought, (no I am not actu-
ally giving you McNuggs) but, the 
infamous, prior Connecticut native 
Mark Twain once said, “Humor 
is mankind’s greatest blessing.” 

by Alayna Putterman ’14

MTV’s ‘Silent Library’ game at KO

Contestants on MTV’s “Silent Library” gameshow high-five and fist-bump after successfully completing a challenge.
(Photo courtesy of Google Images)
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Modernizing security on campus

Every parent hopes to wake 
up and find his or her child tucked 
safely in bed in the morning. On 
Dec. 15, the families of 20 children 
woke up to find those beds empty.

While it pains me to write 
about this topic, it’s some-
thing that does in fact need to 
be talked about. I’m not here 
to argue the Second Amend-
ment; that’s not my place to say.

However, I am here to 
discuss the safety and precautions 
we have available to us.  When 
people went back to school after 
winter break, whether we want 
to admit it or not, a number of us 
were worried when we went back.

Just like after the shootings 

in Aurora, Colorado, this past 
summer, we were once again fright-
ened to go somewhere. After these 
incidents, we become fearful, yet 
the issue never seems to be fixed.

On an open campus like KO, 
we are very susceptible to a breach 
of security. We always seem to 
practice fire drills every month, 
even though KO’s never had a fire. 

Yet, we never seem to have 
practice for a lockdown, which 
didn’t occur until last week.

It takes much longer for KO 
to lock all the doors in Roberts 
or Seaverns then it does in CT, 
with just a click of a button.

I bring this up because 
KO i s  in  g rea t  need  o f 
upgrade and modernization. 

Hopefully KO will use money 

in the future to accomplish this. 
With record breaking 

donations this year, this may 
be more possible than ever.

While it’s great that KO 
has the ability to prevent an 
atrocity like that with the click of 
a button in one building, why can’t 
we do this in all the buildings?

By decreasing the amount of 
time it takes to initiate and complete 
a comprehensive shutdown of a 
building, there are a much higher 
chances of preventing a horrendous 
attack, like the one in Newtown.

In addition to upgrading the 
defensive structural component of 
KO, we need to ask ourselves: How 
quickly could we stop a shooting?

To be completely honest, 
even though the West Hartford 

Police Department isn’t that far 
away, having armed guards on 
campus could be a positive solution.

In case there was ever a 
need, armed guards who are 
professionally trained would be 
able to potentially stop something 
like Newtown from occurring. 

We can do our very best 
in order to hide from a shooter 
during a lockdown, by following 
all the procedures possible, 
but we are still sitting ducks. 

The only thing that is going to 
stop someone like Adam Lanza from 
shooting others is physical force.

Guns aren’t pretty, but when 
needed are effective in their use as 
a deterrent and necessary to stop-
ping sick men like Mr. Lanza. 

We trust the police to 

use guns to protect us, so why 
shouldn’t we trust profes-
sional armed guards as well?

I’m not saying to have 
a gun in every class – just one 
man per building who would 
be able to act as a deterrent.  

No one likes the idea of 
guns, but they’re necessary. 

It’s time to stand up and 
defend ourselves. We can no 
longer sit in the darkness and wait 
for another tragedy to happen. 

I t ’s  t ime  to  p ro t ec t 
ourselves and be ready, to make 
sure something like Newtown 
never  occurs  ever  aga in . 

Armed guards and upgraded 
buildings will make sure that 
every parent wakes up to find 
their child tucked safely in bed.

by Max  Bash ’15

      Overheard at ‘Wood
 
 

“I’d be OK with Texas becoming a country.” 
~ overheard in the cafeteria

“Maybe we’re like the same person...”
~ overheard in Roberts

“Can’t a man hum and not be judged?”
~ overheard in Seaverns

“Don’t be afraid of the data. Embrace the data.”
~ overheard in CT

“They could put poison ivy in my salad, and I would never know.” 
~ overheard in the cafeteria

Jessica Joyce, will you go to Prom 
with me?
                      ‑ Peter Fisher



6 THURSDAY
February 7, 2013 News News THURSDAY

February 7, 2013 7
KO launches new summer camp 
by Katherine Gianni ’14

This summer, KO is spon-
soring a new summer program 
called Camp KO, a summer camp 
open to all students from both 
KO and other schools around 
Connecticut that offers programs 
in both the arts and athletics. 

Sessions at Camp KO 
will be held at three separate 
times during the course of the 
summer: June 10 to 14, July 8 
to 19, and July 21 to August 2.  

Director of Summer Programs 
Sherri Shea will run the camp with 
help from KO faculty and coaches.  

“Our mission for camp KO is 
having kids persue their passions,” 

said Mrs. Shea. “This is the first year 
KO is doing this, so we really want 
to maximize the facility and get as 
many kids as possible on campus,” 

Camp KO will be offering a 
wide variety of activities, including 
print making, book binding, Model 
UN, robotics, creative writing 
and journalism to name a few.  

Campers will also be able 
to participate in a wide range 
of sports, including basketball, 
lacrosse, field hockey and tennis.

The sessions will run every 
day Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

The entire camp will be 
brought together three times a 
day, once for a fitness class in the 

morning, a second time for lunch, 
which may also include guest 
speakers, and a final time at the end 
of the day for cool down. The cool 
down includes activities such as 
yoga and tai chi.   

Camp KO will be encour-
aging students to pick a sport and 
an art program to help them main-
tain focus on their true passions.

“The focus of Camp KO 
is to encourage students to pick 
something they have a passion 
in,” said Mrs. Shea. “This idea 
is what makes Camp KO differ 
from other summer programs.” 

Focusing on one sport, 
art activity or writing skill 
makes Camp KO different from 

another camp being held on 
the KO grounds this summer 
called the 2-4-1 Sports Academy.  

The 2-4-1 Sports Academy 
will be run by Steve and Kerry 
Boyle and will offer many 
different sports, demonstrating 
the camps philosophy that 
“Life’s 2 Short 4 Just 1 Sport.”

While Camp KO differs 
slightly from this philosophy, 
both programs share the same 
goal in making the experience 
the best it can be for the campers.

“I’d love to have between 
100 to 200 students participate in 
every session,” said Mrs. Shea. “I 
know that everyone who partici-
pates will truly enjoy it because 

the faculty and coaches here are of 
such high quality . . . the faculty 
really does make the camp.”

“We hope to have a website 
all about Camp KO linked to 
KO’s formal website by the end of 
February,” said Mrs. Shea.  This 
website will provide campers 
and their families with more 
information about Camp KO, 
including complete lists of activi-
ties, and dates for the program.

KO has hosted various 
athletic and arts programs on 
campus during past summers, but 
has not offered a summer program 
of its own since the late 1980s. 
1970s and 1980s but has not held 
an acedemic program since  then.

MLK assembly targets economic gap
by Samatha Pinkes ’14

This year’s Martin Luther 
King assembly took a different spin 
on the typical diversity assembly. 

Instead of simply focusing 
on Martin Luther King’s affect on 
society, and his role in the civil rights 
movement, the assembly covered a 
variety of topics revolving around 
economic diversity today, specifi-
cally the large difference between 
the poor and the rich of today, 
and the economic opportunities 
for women versus those for men. 

People had many different 
reactions to these controver-
sial and eye-opening topics, 
including those of confusion, 
admiration, and sympathy. 

Some students appreciate 
the unique perspective of the 
assembly.  “It was really interesting 
that they took a different route than 
a regular diversity assembly,” 
said sophomore Becca Goldman. 

Junior Mary Lessard said 
had similar ideas.  “I liked that they 
didn’t just talk about civil rights, 

but that they also applied Dr. King’s 
thoughts to different problems that 
we have in society today,” she said.

Junior Tucker Charette 
said that he would have preferred 
hearing about more influential 
advocates of the civil rights move-
ment. “I used to enjoy hearing 
about civil rights advocates around 
the time of Martin Luther King 
because they were the ones who 
had to overcome the most adversity, 
but I felt that the people we heard 
about were not as meaningful as 
those who spearheaded it,” he said.

Others found the assembly 
to be a bit superficial.  Some opin-
ions included that the presenters 
only skirted around some of 
the issues, instead of really 
delving into their significance.  

“It was a lot of telling 
what they’re about to say, 
but not really saying it,” said 
sophomore Ally Balcezak.

Junior Peter Fisher said 
he agreed.  “I thought that they 
didn’t go into detail and that 
they kept introducing something 

new that they never actually 
went into detail about,” he said.  

A third group of students 
found the assembly to be inspi-
rational and eye-opening to the 
amount of suffering still present in 
the world today.  “I thought it was 
very awkward because it kind of 
made me feel badly about having 
these privileges when other people 
don’t,” said sophomore Julia Bayer. 

Freshman Dylan Udolf said 
that he thought the assembly was 
very inspirational.  Freshman Mick 
Hains said he felt the same way. 

“It made me realize how 
lucky our community is to have all 
the opportunities we do,” he said. 

Junior Jake Leshem said that 
he liked the discussion in advisee 
groups after the assembly.  “I 
thought it was a good idea to meet 
in advisee groups after the assembly 
to discuss how economic diver-
sity cannot be as evident as other 
types of discrimination,” he said.

 

Seniors Stephanie Fagbemi and John Peavy speak on economic and gender 

inequality. (Photo by Garrett  Meccariello ’13)

On Saturday, March 23, 
Kingswood Oxford will host its 
very first Middle School Model 
United Nations tournament for 
over 100 participating delegates. 

History teacher Stacey Savin, 
advisor of the Upper School’s 
Model UN, decided to hold the 
KO Middle School tournament 
based on her experiences teaching 
summer Model UN programs 
at the John Hopkins Center for 
Talented Youth in California. 

“California has a number 
of middle school Model UN 
programs,” said Ms. Savin. “We 
don’t have any in Connecticut 
and I felt the time has come.”

The idea of having the 
KO middle school tourna-
ment has been under consid-
eration for quite some time.  

“The idea was pitched last 
year, and we picked it up this year,” 
said KO Model UN Chairman 
Tyler Whirty, a senior.  “Ms. Savin 
decided it would be a good idea 
for our Model UN to put some-

thing on for the Middle School.”
By hosting the tournament, 

the KO team hopes not only to create 
a unique opportunity for middle 
schoolers around the state but also 
to help improve their own skills.  

by Emily Lowit ’15

“It’s an emphasis 
on our global 

view.”

- Mrs. Savin

“It’s a great opportunity 
for our team to brush up and 
run a program and spread the 
knowledge and ability they’ve 
gained,” said Ms. Savin.  “It’s an 
emphasis on our global view.”

As soon as the event was 
announced at the end of December, 
there was an eager response 
from the area’s middle schools, 
including the KO Middle School.  

“There are 15 schools so 
far from all over the state, from 
Madison to Hartford, Bran-

ford, Southington and other 
areas,” said Ms. Savin.  “The 
reaction was phenomenal.”

Attracted by this unique 
opportunity, middle schools have 
been eager to sign up their teams.  

“We’ve had a lot of people 
interested, and, even though there’s 
still a lot to do, it’s going to happen,” 
Tyler said.  “What we’re doing 
here is unique to Connecticut.”

The goal of the Model 
UN tournament is to teach kids 
how the United Nations works.  

“Kid ambassadors are 
assigned are assigned to commit-
tees that are simulations of real- 
world committees,” said Ms. 
Savin, “such as UNICEF, and 
environmental programming.”

As in the High-School 
version of Model UN, the delegates 
will go through the parliamentary 
schedule and participate in commit-
tees working to pass resolutions. 

For the middle schoolers it’s 
going to be a bit of a simplified 
version.  “They presumably aren’t 
going to be able to handle the 
scope or detail of Yale,” said Tyler.  

“The only difference is the depth 
at which things will be discussed.”

Most of the time, Model 
UNs are held as high-school or 
college events, and are usually 
held at colleges, just as when 
KO’s Upper School team went to 
the Yale Model UN tournament.  

“For most high school Model 
UN’s, you go to colleges, while this 
one is being held by a high school, 
and that is very rare,” said senior 
Kiki Thorington, chairman for the 
KO Model UN.  “I’m sure that 
there are going to be different rules 
because they’re younger kids.”

T h e  t o u r n a m e n t  i s 
being held during the last 
weekend of  March break.  

“What we’re 

doing here 

is unique to 

Connecticut.”

- Tyler Whirty

“We’re having it March 23,” 
said Ms. Savin, “because we have 
to do it when the school’s cleared.”

Both Mrs. Savin and the 
KO Model UN heads are excited 
about this a groundbreaking 
event from the Connecticut area.  

“I’m meeting with the head 
of the UN foundation in Manhattan, 
and they’re excited [about the 
program],” said Ms. Savin.

Middle School to host Model UN
First in Connecticut

Seniors  elected 
to Cum Laude

Twelve seniors have 
been elected to Cum Laude, the 
school’s academic honor society.  
They will be inducted into Cum 
Laude at a dinner later this month. 

The seniors are: Shane 
Carroll, Lauren Goldman, 
Brooke Goldsmith,  Sam 
Hammer, Caley Henderson, 
Spencer Murray, Joseph Rogus, 
Andrew Sikora, Mark Toubman, 
Jacob Waskowitz, Austin 
Williams and Brenda Winn.
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Portal survey: Students like resources 
but want easier access to information
by Sarah Gianni ’14

A few weeks ago, a survey was 
sent out over FirstClass to all KO 
students asking them various ques-
tions about the new student portal.  

The questions allowed 
students to elaborate on whether or 
not they liked the portal, tell how 
their teachers were using it, and 
voice their suggestions on what 
they would like to see changed 
concerning their portal experience. 

“About 65 percent of students 
responded, with the Upper Prep 
and Form Four students being the 
biggest responders,” said Director 
of the Middle School Jane Repp, the 
KO faculty member in change of 
putting the portal survey together.  

“I thought the response 
we got back was great because 
it was not only really specific 
and honest, but it was also 
very positive,” said Mrs. Repp.

Mrs. Repp said that the 
majority of the students who partic-
ipated in the survey said that they 
liked the teachers who posted their 
assignments right on the dashboard, 
as well as extra, helpful resources 
like video clips or different 
websites under the resources tab. 

During the professional devel-
opment day on Wednesday, Jan. 2, 
Mrs. Repp presented the results of 
the survey to the entire faculty.  

“One of the major points I hit 
on during my presentation to the 
staff was that the students wanted 
more ‘one-click’ stuff on their 
teachers’ portal pages,” said Mrs. 
Repp, “in that they liked only having 
to click on one link to get them to 
the page or document they need.”

Mrs. Repp also said that 
students preferred to have a 
few assignments on the portal’s 

calendar as opposed to having 
all of their assignments up at one 
time. Students also requested that  
teachers make sure that if they 
say they will post something on 

their page, that they actually do it. 
After the presentation, faculty 

members broke up into groups by 
form to discuss the student’s feed-
back, and share with one another 

what was working on their indi-
vidual pages and what was not.

The discussion also devi-
ated to whether or not KO will 
still be giving out planners to 

students, as the portal has become 
somewhat of an electronic 
planner for some students where 
all of their information is avail-
able right on their teacher’s page.

“We definitely want to 
continue giving out planners to 
Upper Prep students as that type 
of organization is really helpful to 
them,” said Mrs. Repp, “but as the 
kids grow up and begin to figure 
out what works for them, it begins 
to be their choice on how they 
keep their assignments organized.”

After the small group discus-
sions, teachers had the choice of 
having time to go and work on 
their own portal pages, or to sit 
in on workshops where they had 
the opportunity to learn more 
about how the portal works, and 
what they can add to their pages. 

“Overall, I was really 
impressed by how much valu-
able information we got from the 
survey,” said Mrs. Repp.  “It opened 
up a conversation about the portal 
between teachers and students, 
and it was good to highlight the 
helpful things teachers are doing, 
as well as the not so helpful things 
so we can all strive to be better.” 

Photo of the Kingswood Oxford School Portal. (Photo by Garrett Meccariello ‘13)

KO welcomes Venezuelans to campus
by Lina Volin  ’15

This April, the Upper School 
will welcome guest students from 
Venezuela to KO, who will spend 
a three-day sojourn in America.

The Upper School is 
preparing for the arrival of Vene-
zuelan students in April, while 
the Middle School is currently 
enjoying the presence of Venezu-
elan students through the 12-year 
old, one-way exchange program.

Twenty-four students in 
their senior year of high school 
will arrive at KO from Colegio 
Guayamurí, located on Marga-
rita Island in Venezuela on 
April 22 and depart on April 24. 

Spanish teacher Lynn Schork 
said they will stay at a hotel on the 
Berlin Turnpike owned by a former 
KO student. Eighteen of them will   
spend three days at KO, while the 
other six will attend Watkinson. 

The students each year 
attend sporting events, concerts, 
and any other events going 
on at KO for those three days. 
“We host an ice cream social, 
just to mingle,” said Spanish 

teacher Brenda Semmelrock. 
The Venezuelan students 

also participate in classes. “I think 
just sitting in the class and listening 
to them in English gives them a 
whole new feel for the language,” 
said Mrs. Semmelrock.  

Ms. Schork agreed. “They 
find the English classes very 
interesting,” she said. “The 
arts, music and technology 
classes are usually favorites.”

Outside of school, the 
Venezuelan students go ice-
skating and visit the mall. “They 
love the mall because they don’t 
have a huge, Westfarms place at 
home,” said Ms. Schork. They 
also visit Boston and New York 
as well as Six Flags on their 
way to and from West Hartford. 

The experience is positive 
for Upper School students as well. 
“It gives our kids a feel for how 
it is to be a senior in high school 
on an island in Latin America, 
and to see what they’re faced with 
that we might not be faced with 
here,” said Mrs. Semmelrock.

The Upper School students 
also participate in a pen-pal system 

called e-pal, which commences 
next week. The Spanish 4, 4H, 
5 and AP classes are assigned a 
partner in Venezuela to email. 

“Some of those people are 
coming, some of them aren’t, but 
everyone has the opportunity to 
do a pen-pal program through 
email,” said Ms. Schork. “The 
point is to make that personal 
connection so when they come 
to visit, there’s people here 
they know and can connect to.” 

Mrs. Semmelrock elabo-
rated on the e-pal program. 
“When the kids come over here 
at the end of April, we pair them 
with the person they’re emailing 
so there’s a relationship they’ve 
already developed,” she said.

The Middle School also has 
a one-way exchange program with 
a school in Venezuela. Twelve 
12-year olds (six go to the KO 
Middle School, six to Watkinson’s 
middle school) stay in two apart-
ments in Manchester for one month. 

They attend El Colegio Inte-
gral El Ávila in Caracas, Venezuela. 
The first group arrived Jan. 12, 
and the next group will arrive on 

Feb. 9. This group is accompanied 
by two of their teachers, Piarella 
Marulanda and Rosalinda Perez.

During their stay at KO, 
the students have a normal 
class schedule and go to 
sports; one of them recently 
performed in the band concert. 

Outside of school, the 
students take trips to Boston 
and New York. The presence 
of the Venezuelan students 
provides various benefi ts 
for KO Middle Schoolers. 

“There are a lot of cultural 
differences in how students and 
teachers interact that they can 
see,” said middle school Spanish 
teacher Erica Costantini. “There 
are study habits and ways of doing 
things, like taking notes, that are 
different in Venezuela. I think KO 
students get that vision, that there 
are different ways of doing things.”

Ms. Marulanda also noted 
some differences in the strate-
gies used in teaching. “One of 
the biggest differences is that, at 
our school, teachers are the ones 
who move. At this school, the 
students are the ones that move; 

they’re not used to the fact that at 
every class they go to they’ll be 
with different people,” she said.

Mrs. Costantini also praised 
the team-teaching effect, as 
she teaches her Spanish classes 
alongside Ms. Marulanda. She  
described how one of the high-
lights of the exchange is when 
the Venezuelan students make a 
presentation each year at the end 
of their stay on varying topics. 
“Sometimes there’s a focus on 
culture, where they talk about the 
history of Venezuela,” she said. 

“One year,” she said, “they 
focused on the geography in 
Venezuela. In certain parts of the 
country they have specific foods, 
specific dances, and specific people 
that they celebrate for that region.”

Ms. Schork voiced her 
hopes for the future of the 
program. “Hopefully, at some 
point in the future, when the 
political climate is a little more 
stable, I would love to take a June 
term or some sort of trip down to 
Margarita and do that exchange 
we really started to do,” said Ms. 
Schork. “That would be our goal.”

“Students wanted 

more ‘one-click’ 
stuff on their 
teachers’ portal 

pages.”              

    - Middle School   

       Director Jane  

       Repp
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Five Kingswood Oxford 
students  t r iumphed at  the 
Connecticut Regional Scholastic 
Awards ceremony. The exhibi-
tion was held at the University 
of Hartford on Jan. 27, with 
over 130 participating schools. 

Junior Taylor Kennedy 
received a Gold Key, the top 
honor, for drawing; Junior Reid 
Collins received the Silver Award 
in printmaking; seventh-grader 
Caroline Doyle received an Honor-
able Mention in printmaking; 
junior Hope Kim received an 
Honorable Mention in drawing; 
and senior Caley Henderson 
received Honorable Mentions 
in drawing and photography. 

The Connecticut Regional 
Scholastic Arts program is an 
affiliate of the National Scholastic 
Art Awards program and The Alli-
ance for Young Artists and Writers. 

The Scholastic Art and 
Writing Awards were estab-
lished in 1923, with its most 

notab le  a lumni  inc lud ing 
writer and poet Sylvia Plath. 

The judges of the program 
have a background in visual 
and literary arts. The Scholastic 
Art and Writing Awards are the 
largest source of scholarships 
for young artists and writers. 

The Connecticut Regional 
Scholastic Art program was estab-
lished in 1927 to showcase the talent 
of students from both public and 
independent schools in grades 7-12. 

Out of the 2,000 entries 
submitted, a panel of judges 
selects 175 students for gold 
awards, 153 students for the 
silver key awards, and 283 
students for honorable mentions. 

Taylor’s piece, titled “Dusk,” 
featured the silhouettes of five 
people in a forest. Originally, her 
work began as an assignment in her 
drawing class with Creative Arts 
Department Chair Scott McDonald. 

She said she intended for 
the piece to have somewhat of an 
ominous tone. “While I was drawing 
the piece, I wanted it to be really 

dark,” she said. For this reason, 
Taylor decided to draw silhou-
ettes. “I really love the way that 
silhouettes look and I like artwork 
with a hint of mystery,” she said.

Junior Hope Kim received 
recognition for her talent in drawing 
as well. Her work was an abstract 
self-portrait done in charcoal. She, 
like Taylor, did not expect that 
this artwork would be submitted. 
“It was just one of the homework 
drawings I’d done for my Portfolio 
Prep class,” she said. “It was one 
of those pieces that I had not really 
planned on making, but I decided 
to try and experiment with different 
methods of using charcoal.”

Hopes said she wanted to be 
creative and add a personal signa-
ture to her work. “One of the things 
that made this drawing unique, is 
that the right eye of the portrait was 
done on a separate piece of paper. 
I then proceeded to attach it to 
the drawing on a crooked angle,” 
she said. “I also deliberately left 
finger prints on the drawing in 
order to add a personal touch.”

Living in an age and culture 
where movies are produced every 
week, it becomes increasingly more 
difficult to delve back and find 
respectable movies from the past. 

Additionally, with tech-
nology changing so rapidly, movies 
made in the early 2000s are much 
lower quality than those made 
today. As a result, these movies are 
often placed in the same catego-
ries as movies from the twentieth 
century, thrown into a cardboard 
box and carried into the dusty attic.

But do not fear! Those 
dusty classics are still held dear 
to the hearts of the teachers 
at KO, who, in the past week, 
shared the movies they would 
recommend to the community. 

First, I wandered through 
the open door of student coun-

selor  Chast i ty  Rodriguez. 
Immediately I was trans-

ported from the unaesthetic 
basement of Roberts and into 
an office with the coziness of a 
warm house on a winter’s day. 
Complete with dimmed lamps and 
rugs, the room could have been 
taken directly out of her house. 

Anyway, Ms. Rodriguez 
quickly recommended the film 
“What the Bleep Do We Know,” 
a documentary-style film about 
reality and quantum physics. 
“It takes a topic that is hard to 
grasp and makes it graspable 
and tangible for a nonscien-
tific mind like mine,” she said.

During a slow portion of 
musical rehearsal for “Footloose”, 
I talked to creative arts teacher Lud 
Baldwin. With his interest in theat-
rical performances, Mr. Baldwin’s 
suggestion must have some higher 

merit than the rest of teachers. Or 
perhaps that is just my opinion. 

“I have a movie that nobody 
knows,” he said, “ It is ‘Stage 
Beauty,’ and it’s most disturbing. 
It’s about the time when women 
were no longer able to act on stage.” 

With great acting that will 
make you uncomfortable, this 
movie is “incredibly sexy” as 
Mr. Baldwin said. This movie 
was the first thing Claire Danes 
(the main character from the TV 
show “Homeland”) did after 
college, and Mr. Baldwin said 
it is the best thing she ever did. 

English teacher Ronald 
Monroe teaches a course on Alfred 
Hitchcock, so I expected him to 
say something by that director. 
However, after I explained what 
I was doing to mollify the confu-
sion that swept over his face as I 
entered his office, Mr. Monroe 

said, “I don’t have one favorite, 
but I have a few I really like. 
Some I really like are Australian.”

 The first he suggested 
was “Breaker Morant” which 
he said was “a great movie 
about royalty and treason and 
the values that one lives by.” 

Mr. Monroe’s second film 
was “Rabbit-proof Fence,” a 
journey movie about an indig-
enous population, followed by 
what he said was the greatest film 
adaptation from a novel, “To Kill 
A Mockingbird.” “The casting 
and the script are amazing,” 
he said. “They knew what to 
include and what not to include.”

Finally, I walked across 
the hall to English teacher David 
Hild’s office. Without having 
to think about my question, he 
answered, “My favorite movie 
is clearly “Caddyshack,” which 

is a comedy made in 1980 with 
Bill Murray and Chevy Chase. 

“I could watch it a thousand 
times and still enjoy it,” he said. 
When I revealed that I had never 
seen the film before, he gave me 
a blank stare and said, “You’re 
kidding me. I feel quite sorry for 
you.” Mr. Hild strongly recom-
mends the movie to anyone who 
has not seen it, for he believes, 
“If you don’t laugh, you have 
something wrong with you.” 

One interesting thing I 
noticed about this set of inter-
views, was the way people talk 
about films like possessions, 
saying they “have” movies instead 
of saying “there are” movies. 

I suppose we all do this 
with literature and music too, 
turning something somewhat 
intangible into something to own. 

In early January, visiting 
artist Ted Efremoff returned to 
campus after his presentation 
earlier in the year to work with 
various art classes. In each class, 
Mr. Efremoff created a project, 
using the common themes of 
frustration and change. The main 
purpose of the project was to create 
an artistic way to reduce frustration, 
while using a different medium. 

With the Introduction to 
Studio Art class, Mr. Efremoff 
helped the class create a punching 
bag with stickie notes, noting 
things that students were frus-
trated about in their everyday lives. 

The Introduction to Studio 
Art class then displayed the 
punching bag outside of Roberts 
theatre, so that KO students could 
add a stickie-note, and punch the 
bag to release their frustration. 

They also placed a sign, 
urging students not to write down 
each other’s names. By the end of 
the day, there were hundreds of 
stickie-notes all over the punching 
bag, with additions such as “home-
work,” to the “Westie tennis team.” 

Senior Brooke Hayes said 
she really enjoyed the project 
and thought it was interesting 
and helpful. “I added non-tennis 
players to the punching bag to 
be funny! It was fun to get to go 
to school and release my frustra-
tions on a punching bag. Not many 
people can say that,” she said. 

The New Media class used 
physical mediums to express 
frustration and encourage change 
as well. The class first created a 
list about everything they’d want 
to change in their lives. This list 
grew more specific when they 
started talking about the King-
swood Oxford campus specifically. 

Some students said they 
would want to get rid of the 
Roberts building. Then senior Kiki 
Thorington said, “This school isn’t 
good for anyone that has crutches.” 
The stuudents in the class agreed 
and Kiki continued, “I had crutches 
for a week and the stairs around 
campus were so hard to navigate.” 

Thus the New Media class 
decided to write their project with 
chalk on stairs all over campus. 
Each student transformed a nursery 
rhyme to encompass the danger of 
stairs on campus. Kiki transformed 
the London Bridge nursery rhyme 
to, “The boy on crutches is falling 
down, there wasn’t an elevator.”

Junior Ashish Jaswal said 
he really enjoyed the project as 
well. “I thought it was a creative 
way to encourage change, and 
I thought it was interesting that 
we used nursery rhymes. It was 
a great way to end the class.” 

Taylor Kennedy’s drawing“Dusk” won a Gold Key in the Connect-

icut Scholastic Art Awards. (Photo courtesy of  Taylor Kennedy)

KO artists recognized by regionals

Playlist Episode 4: Movie Edition

Efremoff punches problems

Student have left notes on the punching bag outside of Roberts. (Photo by 
Garrett Meccariello ‘13).

by Rayva Khanna ‘13

by Thomas Wilson ‘14

by Rayva Khanna ‘13
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On Tuesday, Jan. 15, King-
swood Oxford held its annual 
after-school choral concert.  

Nine choral groups from both 
the Upper and the Middle School 
performed in the concert. The 
Middle School groups included the 
Upper Prep Choraliers, Octopipers, 
F2B and Cantabile. For the Upper 
School Voce Novissima, Outlook, 
Oxfordians, Crimson 7, and 
the Concert Choir performed.

The songs ranged from 
“What Makes You Beautiful” by 
One Direction to “Never Gonna 
Give You Up” by Ricky Astley. 
All of the choral groups joined 
together to sing the school song 
“Hail Kingswood Oxford.” 
The concert concluded with 
the song “We Need A Word.”

Although the choral concert 
was an overall success, there were 
bumps in the road. Scheduling was 
definitely an issue at this year’s 
concert because is was held on a 
Tuesday. They are usually held on 

Fridays. “Unfortunately, we had 
some conflicts with the schedule,” 
said choral director David Baker. 
“It was extremely stressful 
and will never happen again.”

Mr. Baker’s students said that 
having the concert on a Tuesday 
put pressure on them to finish 
their work. “It was hard having the 
concert on a Tuesday. I still had a 
lot of work to get done for the next 
day,” said sophomore Ava Tankala. 
“It was just really irritating.”

Despite the difficulties, 
the singers pushed through 
and impressed their teachers, 
parents, and fellow students. “I 
was really proud of them,” said 
Mr. Baker. “They did a great job 
handling the stress and workload.”

The schedule wasn’t the 
only conflict for the concert. 
Some of the singers felt there 
was a split between the all-
girl groups and all-boy groups.

Senior Amanda Pratt, who 
sings for Oxfordians (the all-girl 
group), said that it is harder to 
pull off humor as a girls group. 

“It’s hard to be an all-girl 
acapella group,” said Amanda. 
“The boys always do some-
thing funny, but, if we try to 
be funny we aren’t taken seri-
ously, and we just look stupid.”

Still, the Oxfordians and 
Crimson 7 pulled through and 
performed a variety of musical 
styles. “What made this event 
so rewarding for me and my 
colleagues,” said Marcos Carreras, 
coordinator of vocal music, “is 
that we were able to present 
the full range of amazing talent 
we have in our community.”

In the end, the concert was 
a tribute for the senior performers. 

Senior Molly Miller said she 
was especially nostalgic looking 
back on her choral experience 
as a whole. “It was really great 
singing that final song with every 
group in the school,” said Molly. 
“It brought back some really great 
memories of my experiences here 
at KO. It was really nice to see 
the entire KO music community 
come together on one night.” 

Last semester, creative arts 
teacher Greg Scranton taught 
Photography 1. This class captured 
the photos displayed on the wall 
outside the gallery in Roberts, 
near Creative Arts Department 
Chair Scott McDonald’s art room. 

Black and whites, colorful 
arrangements, dulled tones – all 
of these color schemes were 
found in this display, with one 
thing in common: people. “[This 
assignment] was portraiture and 
street photography,” said Mr. 
Scranton, “portraiture being 
anything that deals with people.” 

The students were required 
to take 20 portraits and 10 street 
photos. Street photography is 
taking pictures in urban envi-

ronments, although it is not 
restricted to an actual street, said 
Mr. Scranton. “Typically street 
photography is to capture the 
environment as it is,” he explained. 

Commonly, street photog-
raphy is not staged or posed. In 
fact, the subject is often unaware 
that he or she is being photo-
graphed. This was the case 
for junior Nick Lange’s two 
photos hung on the corkboards. 

Nick chose to photograph 
strangers, although many of the 
pictures are of students at KO. He 
captured two shots, one of two 
women walking in West Hart-
ford Center (titled “Cold Day”), 
and another of a woman’s hat at 
a football game (titled “Light 
Halo”). None of these three 
subjects knew they were being, 

nor did Nick tell them afterward. 
The students were occa-

sionally allowed to leave campus 
and head to the Center for street 
photography. “Whenever we saw 
an interesting scene, we took a shot 
of it and moved on,” said Nick. 

Out  of  the  s tudents’ 
numerous photos, they could only 
hang one (or in Nick’s case, two). 
Mr. Scranton guided the photogra-
phers into making the best decision, 
but it was ultimately their choice. 

“I encourage the students 
to be their own best critics,” said 
Mr. Scranton. “Part of becoming 
an artist is being able to discern 
from your own work what is 
strong – what has potential.”

Although Nick owns two 
of the photos on the display, he is 
the only student fortunate enough 

to have more than one hanging. 
The original plan was for 

everyone to print two of their 
pictures, but this plan did not work 
for technical reasons. However, 
Nick was ahead of the game, 
having already printed two photos. 
Nick said that he chose these two 
photographs because, he said, 
“they were the most interesting 
photos [he’s] taken. They caught 
the eye more than any other.” 

There were not many restric-
tions to this project. However, the 
students were limited to the tradi-
tional methods of editing photo-
graphs. “They’re only allowed to do 
things that they’re allowed to do in 
the dark room,” said Mr. Scranton.

Junior Thomas Wilson said 
that he was a fan of the portraits 
of his fellow students. “[Portrait 

subject and student] Cat Flaherty 
looks absolutely fantastic,” he said.

Thomas also said that he was 
fascinated by the concept of street 
photography. “I really like the idea 
of taking pictures of random people 
on the street who  are unaware 
they are being phtographed.”

Mr. Scranton also teaches 
a Photography 2 Advanced class, 
during fourth period in the second 
semester. There are still a few 
available slots in this class. If you 
are interested in taking Photog-
raphy 2 Advanced, Mr. Scranton 
said to come speak with him. 
Potential photography students 
must have completed the Photog-
raphy 1 class or show a very 
strong interest in photography.

The photos of strangers 
are still up in the Roberts lobby.

Playwright and Oscar 
nominee Tony Kushner visited 
campus Friday, Jan., 18 as the 30th 
annual symposium author. Criti-
cally acclaimed for his “Lincoln” 
screenplay, Kushner exhibited his 
talents as a writer, and as a successful 
playwright, captivating his KO 
audiences with his intelligence. 

The Symposium class 
studied almost all of Mr. Kushner’s 
works from his first play, “A Bright 
Room Called Day,” to his famous 
gay fantasia, “Angels in America.” 
The night before the assembly, Mr. 
Kushner dined with the Sympo-
sium class, where they asked him 
specific questions about his work. 

Mr. Kushner’s works vary 
significantly, but they all have an 

underlying tone of criticism of 
politics or social issues. He noted 
that his favorite play is “Caro-
line, or Change,” which is based 
on his real life experience with 
his childhood nanny, Maudie. 

Eighth-grader Ramona 
Khanna said that the storyline 
was incredibly interesting. “I 
really thought that Kushner did 
a great job portraying conflict 
throughout the play. I also thought 
his decision to make the book 
a musical was wise because 
there was so much emotion.”

Senior Brenda Winn also said 
that “Caroline, or Change” was one 
of her favorite plays. “I thought it 
was so interesting, that Kushner 
introduced so many pressing 
issues into one play; racism, anti-
Semitism and economic tension. I 

think it takes real talent to do that.”
Some students outside of the 

Symposium class had the special 
opportunity to have lunch with 
Mr. Kushner. “I’m very grateful 
for that experience,” said junior 
Maddie Pazzani. “I really wanted 
to talk with him, and I’m glad 
I got the chance, even though I 
wasn’t in the Symposium class.”

Maddie said that she appre-
ciated Mr. Kushner’s words of 
wisdom. “As someone who is 
considering a career in theater, 
I was curious about his thoughts 
on breaking into show busi-
ness,” she said. “He gave me 
some great advice that will 
stick with me for a long time.”

Many of the Symposium 
students agreed that “Angels 
in America” was overall their 

favorite piece of work. “‘Angels’ 
was definitely my favorite out 
of Kushner’s plays,” said senior 
Ned Meade. “It definitely has 
more controversial material, but 
reading it was my favorite part of 
the senior symposium experience.”

Some students were inter-
ested in his strong personal 
opinions.“I didn’t agree with 
everything Kushner had to stay, but 
I still found it interesting to think 
about,” said senior Molly Miller.

Senior Caley Henderson 
said that the most rewarding part 
of the experience was getting to 
actually meet Kushner and ask 
him questions about his work.  

“It was so interesting to 
meet Tony Kushner because we 
had been studying him for so long. 
We’d almost elevated him to celeb-

Choral expo exposes KO talent

Strangers achieve model status

rity status. We asked him questions 
that were hard to answer, like ‘How 
does inspiration strike you?’” she 
said. “It was interesting to hear him 
say that the best plays he’s ever 
written were written on planes.”

Senior Kiki Thorington 
said she respected the risks 
he took throughout his career. 

She said she specifi-
cally enjoyed being able to have 
dinner with the playwright, 
getting a more personal look of 
who Mr. Kushner is as a person. 

“I really enjoyed having 
dinner with Mr. Kushner,” she 
said. “In many of his books, he 
goes on rants about politics and 
the social structure, so it was 
interesting to see that in reality, 
he is a pretty relaxed man. I like 
how he takes risks in his writing.” 

Kushner’s visit stirs students     

by Anya Delvanthal ’15

by Reilly Callahan ’15

by Rayva Khanna ’13

Photography class focuses on street scenes:

Sophomore Grace Gentile, a member of the Oxfordians, belts out a solo at the 
Choral Concert on Tuesday, Jan. 15. (Photo by Garrett Meccariello ‘13)
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Those who have known 
senior Mike Turro since he 
arrived at KO are fully aware of 
his incredible skill. While we know 
about the great artists and violin-
ists at KO through the artwork we 
see and the concerts we attend, 
it is rare to find someone with 
such an unshowcased talent like 
Mike’s. This edition’s Art Spot-
light focuses his guitar virtuosity 
and delves deep into his passion.

On a stroll through the hall-
ways of the Roberts building, I 
found Mike messing around with 
his guitar, strumming out various 
chords and fingering certain notes. 
An audience of semi-interested 
friends was sprawled out around 
him, casually suggesting songs.

After a pause in his playing, 
I interrupted the concert and began 
the interview. “I started in seventh 
grade,” he said. “My uncle, who 
loves to play, introduced me to it.” 

As all prodigies begin, 

Mike taught himself how to play, 
learning “Sweet Child O’Mine” 
by Guns N’ Roses first. He would 
noodle around with his guitar and 
figure out the notes little by little. 

Mike is currently a part (or 
should I say “a quarter”) of the 
band “Three Quarters,” consisting 
of former KO students Scott 
Levine and David Girard. As a 
part of the band, Mike said he is 
inspired to play more often, and 
he has performed at a few venues, 
including The Underound in West 
Hartford, block parties, the epic 
coffee house and talent shows. 

When asked about where his 
guitar will take him in the future, 
Mike responded, “I don’t know if 
I’ll pursue a career. Although it’s 
probably my favorite thing to do.” 
He practices every day for at least 
an hour, playing songs on one of 
his six guitars. “My favorite song 
to play is probably “Eruption” by 
Van Halen,” he said, which consists 
entirely of an almost two-minute 
guitar solo by Eddie Van Halen. 

Over the years, Mike has 
become better and better at his guitar 
paying skills. “I started putting 
videos on YouTube, and I’ve gotten 
some pretty decent comments,” he 
said, “I’ve been able to see how 
my playing has progressed. Now 
I’m confident that it sounds good.” 

On his favorite guitar, 
the EVH Wolfgang, Mike took 
a song submission from senior 
Blake Randall and began to 
play “Knocking On Heavens 
Door” by Bob Dylan. However, 
instead of simply playing the 
simple chords, Mike made the 
song much more complex, 
creating a mesmerizing sound.

As an avid reader, I’ve been 
dismayed by the responses I’ve 
heard lately when I ask if anybody 
has a good book to recommend. 
My inquiry is often met with 
raised eyebrows or a chuckle, 
usually paired with something 
like “You read?!” or “I haven’t 
read a book for fun since middle 
school!” Well folks, I decided that 
enough is enough. I’ve spent this 
past week searching the campus 
for a selection of good reads that 
will keep me satisfied for months. 

I began my quest for fellow 
readers with sophomore Cole 
Adams. Cole recommended “A 
Portrait of the Artist as a Young 
Man” by James Joyce, a novel 
about a young man’s path towards 
choosing an artistic life. Cole 
deemed it “poetic and moving,” 
especially praising Joyce’s style. 
“The stream-of-consciousness 

style makes it feel like you’re 
inside the mind of the protago-
nist as he changes,” he said. 

Next, I badgered junior 
Hope Kim for her favorites. She 
recommended “Thirteen Reasons 
Why” by Jay Asher, a tale about 
a teenage boy who receives a 
set of tapes recorded by a girl 
who recently committed suicide, 
detailing the reasons behind her 
death. “The story progresses 
quickly and has its shocking and 
bittersweet moments,” Hope 
said. “It handles the heavy issue 
of death, but leaves the reader 
inspired to do good for others.” 

Hope also had a soft spot 
for “The Hunger Games” trilogy 
by Suzanne Collins. “Knowing 
how popular the series was, I had 
to read them,” she said. Hope 
said that the suspenseful plot 
intrigued her, adding “I usually 
find love triangles corny, but 
‘The Hunger Games’ handles this 

KO a capella groups Crimson 
7 and Oxfordians displayed high 
energy and excitement at the Fifth 
Annual Wyvern Invitational A 
Capella Festival on Saturday, Jan. 5. 

The WIAF is now the 
largest, high-school a capella 
festival in the country. This year 
it consisted of 14 a capella groups 
from nine different public and 
private schools, including Avon 
Old Farms, Conard High School 
and Choate Rosemary Hall. 

The schools battled it out in 
Roberts Theater for nearly three 
hours, each group singing two 
songs. In their down time, the groups 
practiced their songs, gave pep 
talks, and observed other schools’ 
performances via live video stream. 

“Logistics are difficult,” 
acknowledged  Oxford ians 
director, creative arts teacher  
Marcos Carreras. Despite tech-
nical difficulties, the groups were 
able to hear their opponents sing. 

“It was really nice because 
we got to see the other schools’ 
performances,” said junior Mary 
Colliton. “They’re so fun to watch, 
and I’m glad I got to see them.” 

Crimson 7 Director David 
Baker said he would like to see 
a high-definition stream next 
year. Bur he said he recog-
nizes the improvement from last 
year’s black-and-white stream.

Crimson 7 performed 
“Rains in Asia” and “Never 
Gonna Give You Up.” Mr. 
Baker said the boys had a very 
successful night, performing better 
than they ever had in rehearsals. 

“They went out there and 
had a great time, and they were 
confident,” he said. “I am so so 
so happy with their performance.” 

Mr. Baker said that he is 
proud that Crimson 7 competed and 
held their own, against larger, more 
polished groups. “We have a great 

group of guys,” said senior Andrew 
Sikora. “We all worked hard, and it 
really paid off this year.” Crimson 
7 placed seventh and earned second 
place for best choreography. 

The Oxfordians performed 
“Not Over Someone Like You” 
and “Strong Enough (Someday).” 
The girls came together as a 
group on stage, attacking the two 
medleys with vigor and spirit. 

The mash-ups were tricky 
to write and sing. Mr. Carreras 
explained that the songs’ chords 
had to mesh well, and the message 
needed to remain coherent. 

But the mash-ups may have 
been too similar. Mary pointed out, 
that they both had the message of 
“girl power.” She and Mr. Carreras 
both agreed that the songs had too 
many solos (nearly all the girls 
had a solo) and that that may have 
been distracting to the judges. 

But Mr. Carreras said he is 
extremely happy with the girls’ 
performances. “I thought they did 
a fabulous job,” he said. “They 
were singing for each other, and 
that’s a really big moment for the 
group.” The girls came in 13th.

Junior Maddie Pazzani said 
she had a fantastic time at this 
year’s WIAF. “It was nice to see 
what other  groups in the area 
were doing,” she said.  “The only a 
capella groups I had ever seen were 
at KO, so it was a huge learning 
experience. I got to see some old 
friends of mine that went to other 
schools. B-Sharp was incredible.” 

The festival is always 
successful, selling out within 
weeks. The event raised $7,000 
that will promote a music program 
in Tobatí. One particular crowd 
pleaser was an impromptu beatbox 
battle that left the audience in awe. 

“It’s such a unique opportu-
nity,” Mr. Baker said, “and the fact 
that it’s on our campus, run by us, 
and raises a ton of money for Tobatí 
makes it unbelievably special.”

cliché in an interesting fashion.”
Senior Taelor Scott gushed 

about her most recent find, “Never 
Let Me Go” by Kazuo Ishiguro. 
Verging on science fiction, the 
book explores the lives of three 
friends raised to be organ donors 
as they look back at their time 
in school together. “It has a 
strangely peaceful voice over 
a terrifying plot,” Taelor said. 

Since I’m the one writing this 
gosh-darn article, I might as well 
toss in my own recommendation: 
“Memoirs of a Geisha” by Arthur 
Golden. Set in Japan in the early 
19th century, this novel follows the 
life of a girl torn from her small 
fishing village to the city of Kyoto, 
where she would later become a 
celebrated geisha. What really 
stood out for me were the well-
developed and realistic charac-
ters– none of them are completely 
likable, but they all come together 
to form a fascinating story.

The same set of seniors 
seem to grace our stage and fill 
our gallery again and again, and 
as the class of 2013 is abuzz 
with college news, let’s take a 
look into the college plans of a 
few of our favorite senior artists. 

Senior Ned Meade said that 
he hopes to focus on painting, 
drawing and photography in 
college, whether he goes to 
an art school or a university. 

“Whatever path I take, I’m 
looking forward to a compre-
hensive art-based education,” 
he said. “KO’s great, but it’s 
not that focused on art. Hope-
fully an art program will be more 
productive and I can learn more.” 

Once Ned has fully devel-

oped his artistic skills, he plans 
to continue doing art as a career. 
“I’ll probably end up applying 
art somehow to a regular career,” 
he said. “I know that whatever 
I want to do for a career, it has 
to be related to expression.” 

Senior Rudy DeBerry, who 
spent the past year exploring 
photography, said he intends 
to take a practical path while 
keeping photography in his life. 

“I want to have a more prac-
tical profession,” he said. “I plan 
on majoring in communications.”  

In  addi t ion to  recre -
ational photography, Rudy said 
that he hopes to mix his artistic 
talents with business savvy. 

“I plan on start ing a 
part-time photography busi-
ness in college, similar to what 

I do now, except with money.”
Although senior Blake 

Randall will be sorely missed 
by the cast of the annual winter 
musical, he said that he is “beyond 
excited” to be attending Texas 
Christian University next year, 
where he has been accepted into 
the musical theater program. 

Blake said that he is looking 
at his college experience as 
training for his future. “I want to 
pursue musical theater because 
I’ve never really liked anything 
other than performing,” he said. 

Blake said he would not 
mind acting on stage, but he has 
another goal in mind. “My real 
dream is to become a movie actor,” 
he said. “Although that is a long 
way away, I still have hopes.”

by Thomas Wilson ’14

by Natalie Goldstein ’14

by Maddie Pazzani ’14

by Maddie Pazzani ’14

Guitar guru: Mike Turro

Wowing WIAF The KO book club

Seniors plan artistic futures

Feet up, fingers flying, senior guitar player Mike Turro has no reason to fret. 
(Photo by Rudy DeBerry ‘13)

“It’s probably my 
favorite thing to 
do.”

- Mike Turro
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Snapcha t  i s  a  photo 
messaging application for iPhones 
and Androids. When using the 
app, users can take photos, 
record videos, add text and draw-
ings, and send them to certain 
friends who also use the app. 

Users set a time limit for 
how long recipients can view 
their photos, up to 10 seconds, 
after which it will be deleted 
from the recipient’s device 
and the company’s servers.  

Snapchat has become very 
popular throughout the KO campus. 
Students in all grades say they’ve 
found enjoyment in the app.  

“It’s fun and easier than 
texting because you can add 
expressions to your texts,” said 
sophomore Narineh Torosyan.  
Other students agreed with 
Narineh, saying they find Snap-
chat easier than texting as well.  

Students said they enjoy 
the ability not only to send words 
to their friends, but also to send 
pictures of expressions, too.  It 
makes it more like a real conversa-
tion without being in the same room.

Many s tudents  raved 
about the app.  “I LOVE Snap-
chat,” said junior Sarah Neary.  

Senior Mason Corbett 
agreed, “I think it’s a really 
a w e s o m e  a p p , ”  h e  s a i d . 

Snapchat enthusiasts unani-
mously praised the feature of 
the app that deletes photos after 
a certain amount of time.  “You 
can send people weird photos, 
knowing that they won’t save 
them or post them on the internet,” 
said freshman Kyle Keenan.

On the other hand, some 
students found less delight when 

SGA Update

Since the last update in 
the KO News, Student Govern-
ment has been very busy, and we 
have accomplished a great deal. 

Our biggest accomplishment 
was a successful pilot program 
for an announcement slideshow 
on the TV monitors in the lunch 
room. It was up for a few days 
and received a lot of attention. 

We think that this new 
medium for announcements can be 
a huge asset to our community and 
we would like to see it grow into 
something that more clubs can use. 

That said, the SGA is 
looking into working out some 
technical and administrative 
kinks to ensure that it can be a 
staple part of our community. 

If you have any questions 
about it, feel free to ask one of the 
Student Government for details 
about our vision for the future. 

Student Government has 
also continued to host dodgeball 
during 8X, to sustain our relation-
ship with Sage dining, and to meet  
the needs of the individual student 
that are brought up at our meetings. 

For example, we have 
worked to try and get the locker 
rooms to be open in the morning 
for a set amount of time so students 
are able to put their bags away. 

Moreover, we have supported 
many clubs by approving their 
funding proposals; the Green 
Team’s Green Cup Challenge is a 
great example of an individual club 
working to accomplish its own goals 
and taking advantage of Student 
Government’s resources. The SGA 
welcomes any requests for funding 
because we are here to support 

the student body and to improve 
student life in any way we can. 

The month of February is set 
to be an even bigger success than 
the last few weeks because we have 
two very special events coming up. 

For Valentine’s Day, we 
will be continuing the tradition 
of selling flowers and messages 
for one dollar; however, this 
year, we will be selling choco-
late roses instead of carnations. 
We are very excited about it. 

But before we get to Valen-
tine’s Day we have another big 
event: an SGA dance. On Saturday, 
Feb. 9, there will be a dance from 
8 p.m. to 11 p.m. We really hope 
everyone will come and have a good 
time because, let’s face it, there 
ain’t no party like an SGA party. 

‘Twas the night before Hockey
Night and Anthony Giordano...

by Tyler Whirty ’13

by Melissa Gitlin ’13

A Day in the Life of a Hockey 
Night player: Anthony Giordano

7 a.m. – The alarm rings, and 
senior boys varsity hockey Captain 
Anthony Giordano, goalie for the 
team, wakes up ready for the biggest 
game day of his Kingswood Oxford 
career. After getting clean shaven, 
he makes himself a black coffee 
and one egg over easy because he 
says he needs “straight protein.” 

Senior, Alec Goodman, 
arrives at Anthony’s house at 
around 7:45 a.m. to drive him to 
school, Anthony says, “I wanted 
to save my legs for the game.”

8:32 a.m. – Anthony arrives 
at Spanish teacher Ronald Garcia’s 
class, where he aces his quiz. Mr. 
Garcia then makes the girls in his 
freshman Spanish class create signs 
for Anthony to hang up at the game. 

By second period, Anthony 
is on to his second breakfast. He 
travels to Bruegger’s Bagels for 
his classic order of a cinnamon 

using Snapchat.  “I think it’s a 
really poorly designed app.  It’s 
hard to use and confusing,” 
said senior  Sam Hammer.  

While most people didn’t 
agree with Sam, he does make 
a valid point.  It can be a bit 
confusing, and does have its 
glitches.  In addition, the notifica-
tions are silent, so you never know 
when you get a new Snapchat.  

The app was recently 
introduced to Android, and it’s 
apparently quite hard to use.  
“It’s terrible for Androids,” 
said freshman Koby Quansah.

However, looking at the big 
picture, the app is designed well.  

There is another use for Snap-
chat that can be quite controversial.  

“It’s an excuse to send inappropriate 
photos because they only last for a 
few seconds,” said a student who 
preferred to remain anonymous.  

While this isn’t what Snap-
chat is predominately used for, it 
does happen, and some teachers 
and parents are upset by it.

Other students said sending 
Snapchats can be a bit awkward.  “I 
don’t like Snapchat.  It’s awkward 
to make faces at a screen and send it 
to people,” said junior Mia Ziahly.  

Overall, Snapchat is really 
popular among KO students 
and other teenagers around the 
world.  Snapchat’s new update, 
allowing videos to be sent, will 
surely make it even more popular.  

Senior John Peavy poses for a Snapchat. (Photo courtesy of John Peavy ’13)

Students love Snapchat

“We are here 

to support 

the student 

body and 

to improve 

student life 
in any way 

we can.”         

           - Tyler  

          Whirty

sugar bagel with strawberry cream 
cheese, just like every game day. 

Time slowly creeps by until 
lunch. He makes a sandwich and 
drinks cranberry juice and mentally 
prepares for the game ahead. After 
lunch he takes a nap to rest up for 
the game, and he also listens to 
Jimmy Buffet to get pumped up. 

During seventh period 
he has to take two puffs of his 
inhaler, and by 8X he is  at 
Subway for his second sandwich 
of the day, trying to pack in more 
protein with a cold-cut combo. 

Time slowly passes as 
the excitement of the game gets 
greater and greater. By 5 p.m. 
he is cheering in the stands for 
the girls hockey team. He cheers 
a lot, but not too much to waste 
his energy for what lay ahead.

When it is time for his 
team to go get ready for the 
big game, Anthony puts in his 
earphones and listens to hard-
core rap with artists like Waka 
Flocka, Trinidad James and MGK. 

Anthony says that, right 

before he is about to leave the 
locker room to get prepared, 
he “breaks stuff, hydrates, and 
listens to some Ray Lewis 
for a little self meditation.”

7 p.m. – game time. Pads are 
on, mental preparations are already 
taken and the game is about to 
begin. As he steps onto the ice, 
nothing gets to him. Though he 
says he “loves when people cheer 
for [him],” he must be in his own 
state of mind to save that little 
black puck from going into the net. 

With his mother Fran, his 
sister Maddie and his grand-
mother Flo in the stands, his 
core support group is there. 

During the game, Rye 
Country Day puts up a fight, 
but it is no match for Anthony, 
and KO comes out with the W.

After the game, Anthony 
celebrates with a six pack of 
Gatorade, and all the alumni have 
a group party in the locker room. 
Then Anthony goes home and goes 
to his room to sleep after his long 
day of festivities and hard work.  

Varsity hockey goalie Anthony Gior-

dano gets ready for Hockey Night. 
(Photo by Garrett Meccariello ’13)

 Game time. Pads 

on are on, mental 

preparations are 

already taken and 

the game is about 

to begin. As he 

steps on to the ice, 

nothing gets to 

him . . . He must 
be in his own state 

of mind to save 
that little black 

puck from going 
into the net. 
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Oscar hype lightens, brightens 
monotonous month of February

As hard as it is to believe, 
February is already upon us.  Now 
I realize that when I mention 
February most people picture 
heart shaped boxes of choco-
lates, cheesy oversized teddy 
bears and everything plastered in 
an overwhelming shade of red.  

Do not worry KO students, 
there is more to February than 
bitter cold, a lack of three-day 
weekends and Valentine’s Day.  
In fact a big celebration is held on 
the twenty fourth with everything 
from Anne Hathaway to statues 
of golden men. This gathering 
is none other than the Oscars. 

Although this event is meant 
to commemorate the best in films 
and acting during the year of 2012 
when I asked both students and 
teachers about their opinions on 
the category of best film, I was left 
with varying responses. The most 
overwhelming reply I received was 
a simple question:  What movies 
are nominated? This question was 
met with much difficulty from my 
side because even I was not aware 
of the movies that were so artfully 
directed, acted in and staged 
that they deserved a prestigious 
nomination from the academy. 

After a quick Google search I 
was once again met with confusion.  
In the list of nine films, I had only 
seen two, and three of them I had 
not even heard of before.  To make 
sure I was not the only one who 
felt this way I polled the students.    
Luckily, junior John Chatigny was 
also having the same feelings as I 
was.  He had only seen Lincoln due 
to the fact that the whole school 
had seen it together.  Instead his 
response was, “I hope ‘Les Misera-
bles’ wins because my mom really 
liked it,” says John, even though he 
had never seen the movie himself. 

John was not the only one 
to believe that the Hugh Jackman 

and Anne Hathaway tearjerker 
should win the award.  Freshman 
Ali Zilahy agreed wholeheartedly. 
“‘Les Miserables” should defi-
nitely win because the songs were 
amazing and very emotional, the 
overall story made me cry,” says Ali.   

Another movie that is 
receiving Oscar buzz from 
both the academy and the 
students is “Silver Linings Play-
book,” a dramatic comedy on 
mental illness with Jennifer 
Lawrence and Bradley Cooper. 

“It was overall a very 
heartwarming story and I loved 
Jennifer Lawrence in it.  I thought 
it was amazing how a story on 

by  Mary Lessard ’14

Middle Schoolers enthusiastically 
contribute to Upper School teams

For a Middle School 
student to be able to play a 
sport that is normally reserved 
for Upper Schoolers,  they 
must have significant talent.  

For example, senior Eva 
Stys, captain of the ski team, 
says that Form I student Nina 
Pennoyer participates on the ski 
team.  Since there is no ski team 
in the Middle School, Nina’s only 
opportunity to play her sport is 
to play alongside older students.  

However, Nina has had 
previous experience of skiing outside 
of school and is extremely talented.  

“She is currently number 
two on the team and she is able to 
hold her own against older oppo-
nents,” said Eva.  In the ski meets 
so far this year, Nina has placed 
in the middle ranges of ranking.  

Senior Melissa Gitlin has 
been swimming on the Upper 
School team since she was in sixth 
grade and she is now the captain 
of the swim team.  “Everyone 
was always inclusive and we 
had great experiences, like going 
on the trip to Florida,” she said.  

Now as captain of the team, 
she has other Middle School 
students to help.  Melissa says 
that the team tries to be inclusive 
to all of the team members so 
that everyone can help everyone.   

Junior Callie Miles also is 
on the swim team, too.  “They do 
really well in meets, you would 
never know that they’re younger 
than us, everyone feels pretty 
impressed by their talent and ability 
to swim at this level,” she said.  

For some students, playing 
Upper School sports is very time 

consuming.  Since the Middle 
School’s schedule does not match 
with that of the Upper School, the 
Middle Schoolers are not always 
able to make it to every practice. 

“[Nina] usually shows up 
to practice 15-30 minutes late, 
she does not take the bus there 

by Dylan Borruso ’15 with us but she comes back 
with us at about 6:30,” said Eva. 

 This can make it very diffi-
cult for the Middle Schoolers 
to be able to stay ahead of their 
work but Eva says that she thinks 
Nina is very capable of time 
management since she has skied 
outside of school for a long time.  

Melissa said that  the 
time management these Middle 
Schoolers learn is important because 
“they will be in high school in a few 
years and it’s important they learn 
how to manage their time now.” 

“It was hard to make prac-
tices because of the different 
schedule and because I played on 
an outside team but it prepared 
me for this year,” says freshman 
Carter Swanson, who played 
hockey with the varsity team 
last year as an eighth grader.

Eighth grader Sharon 
Frankel is extremeply involved 
in the Upper School sports 
p r o g r a m  p l a y i n g  v a r i s t y 
soccer and varsity ice hockey.  

“She has a lot of energy and 
works really hard. You just have 
to turn on a switch and she just 
goes and goes,” said varisty soccer 
captain and senior Shelby Smith.

Va r i s t y  i c e  h o c k e y 
captain and senior Marissa 
Landino agreed, “She contrib-
utes a lot to the team and also 
brings a lot of energy.”  

Although it is a tremen-
dous commitment for Middle 
School students to play Upper 
School sports, the ones that do 
are very talented at what they do.  

Teams are very supportive of 
all their members, even if they have 
trouble coping with the schedule.  

When it comes to the Middle 
Schoolers who take this huge 

Eighth grader Sharon Frankel plays two varsity sports: girls ice hockey and 
girls soccer. (Photo by Lydia Bailey ’15)

“It was hard to 
make practices 

because of the 
different schedule, 
and because I 
played on an 

outside team, but 

it prepared me for 
this year.”

- Carter Swanson
commitment, they perform as 
well if not better than their high 
school counterparts, despite diffi-
culties they might have arriving 
to practice on time or getting 
school work finished on time.  

It is very impressive of 
them and they are deserving 
of their spots on their teams.  

a subject as serious as bipolar 
disease could be both comedic 
and uplifting at the same time” 
says junior Caitlin Hettrick. 

One movie that is not 
receiving as much attention by the 
student body is “Argo”, a drama 
based on real life events.  Although 
Math teacher Danielle Hoff has 
not seen it, she would love to see 
the Ben Affleck directed movie 
do well at the Oscars. “I really 
appreciate how they were able to 
discuss a topic that most people 
are afraid to and make it into a 
successful movie,” says Ms. Hoff.

Now I  could  not  be 
talking about the Oscars without 
mentioning the critically acclaimed 
dramatic history of the passing 
of the thirteenth amendment, 
“Lincoln”.  This movie holds a 
special place in all of our hearts 
at KO because of our connection 
with Tony Kushner, the writer of 
the screenplay and our symposium 
speaker.  Not only is the academy 
giving “Lincoln” its stamp of 
approval, but both students and 
teachers are also raving over its 
acting, direction, and the screen-
play. “There was a lot of hype 
on ‘Lincoln’ before it came out,” 
explains sophomore Melanie Doot, 
“and there is still a lot of hype 

now even after it has been out for 
a while.  You don’t see that very 
often which makes me think that it 
is going to do well in the Oscars.”

Melanie is not the only one 
who has faith that “Lincoln” is 
going to fare well later in February.  
English and Science teacher Alex 
Kraus also believes in the Daniel 
Day Lewis film.  “It has a big name 
director and several big name 
stars and I think that could carry 
it to win the overall best picture 
award,” explains Mr. Kraus.

 Although there are many 
great films that are nominated 
for Oscars, KO students found 
themselves wishing for more 
teen friendly movies such as 
the smash hit ‘Pitch Perfect’ or 
‘Batman the Dark Night Rises’ to 
be part of the festivities.  Sopho-
more Jack Reich agrees says, 
“I don’t really know any of the 
movies that are nominated but 
‘Batman’ was an amazing movie 
and perfect way to end the series.”

Even though the average 
student does not recognize the 
titles of most of the movies nomi-
nated such as “Beasts of the 
Southern Wild” and “Amour”, 
it is sure to be a fun filled night.  
Make sure to tune in on Feb. 24 
to see who the Oscar will go to! 

Les Miserables is nominated  for several Oscars. (Photo from Bing Images)
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Internet cheating: a KO problem?
by Rachel Yirigian ’14

KO students are fortu-
nate enough to have tools such 
as laptops and tablets that 
provide opportunities to further 
enhance their leaning experience.  
However, the Internet is a tool 
that is easy to abuse and misuse.

Integrity is one of the most 
important aspects of the KO 
community.  Students promise to 
abide by this principle when they 
sign their Handbook Receipt and 
Acknowledgment Form in the fall.  

Unfortunately, the resources 
provided by the Internet open many 
doors for students to cheat, some-
times without their even knowing.

Plagiarism is addressed in 
every class at the beginning of 
each year.  KO teachers make a 
conscious effort to communicate to 
their students what is and what is not 
acceptable when using the Internet 
by stating their rules in a syllabus. 

However, students can 
be tempted into abusing the 

Internet’s  resources  when 
c o m p l e t i n g  a s s i g n m e n t s .  

Whether it is copying and 
pasting Wikipedia paragraphs 
into history papers, or taking 
ideas from Spark Notes, students 
must exercise self-discipline 
when they do school work. 

History teacher Scott Dunbar 
encourages his students to use 
Internet sources for research proj-
ects.  “The Internet gives students 
today a much wider range of 
materials than was the case 
when I was a student,” he said.  

Mr. Dunbar explained that 
students most often have trouble 
siting sources when they use the 
internet as a tool for research.  
“My projects are designed to 
be almost cheat proof because, 
one way or another, my students 
must research their respec-
tive project topics,” he said.

He said that as long as his 
students make sure they write 
down where they got their infor-
mation, and adequately cite the 

Locking down official 
lockdown procedure
by Naomi Letourneau ’14

As many of you know 
we had a lockdown a couple 
weeks ago, to practice what an 
actual lockdown might be like. 

After the saddening event 
in Newton, Conn., many schools 
have been going over their lock-
down procedure, including KO. 

On Jan. 2, while most of you 
were out enjoying the last day of 
break, the teachers were at school 
reviewing the lockdown process 
with the West Hartford police. 

They found flaws in our lock-
down, and promptly fixed them. At 
the end of the day, both the teachers 
and the West Hartford police were 
satisfied with our lockdown plan. 

In KO history there has 
only been one lockdown. It was 
just an average day in October, 
2006, when all of a sudden 
something strange happened. 

“The phones just started 
talking,” explained History Depart-
ment Chair Ann Serow. The phones 
told all of the classrooms that 
there was a lockdown going on.

 No one  knew what 
had happened, and no one 
rea l ly  knew what  to  do .

“We had discussed lock-
downs in faculty meetings, but we 
had never actually practiced them,” 
explained history teacher Rob 
Kyff. They knew somehow to get 
in a corner of a classroom and wait, 
so that is exactly what they did. 

Some of the kids in Mr. 
Kyff’s A.P. U.S. history class 
had phones and reported what 
had happened. They explained 
that there had been a fatal acci-
dent on the corner of Troutbrook 
Drive and Boulevard and that an 
occupant of one of the cars had 
fled the scene and had run toward 
the KO campus. Some witnesses 
said he was brandishing a gun, so 
the police told KO to lockdown. 

The most memorable part of 
the lockdown was when a helicopter 
landed on the varsity baseball field. 

“We knew we were not 
supposed to leave our corners, 
but you could feel all the 500 
pairs of eyes shifting toward 
the field and watching the heli-
copter land,” Dr. Serow said.

To some it was fascinating and 
made them feel safer knowing that 
people were here to help; however, 
it frightened others because they 
knew the situation was serious. 

“It  felt  l ike forever,” 
explained Doc Serow. “We had to 
have been sitting for maybe two 
hours.”  Mr. Kyff explained that 
he actually started to teach again. 

He started talking about 
the nature of state constitutions 
written during the Revolutionary 
War.  “After about five minutes 
of my droning on, I could tell the 
students weren’t listening, so I gave 
it up,” he said. “ After that, we just 
shared anecdotes and stories until 
the whole thing was over.  I don’t 

sources, they will benefit from the 
resources the Internet has to offer.  

He also said that the occa-
sional problems are not always 
due to being lazy or consciously 
cheating.  He said that, more 

“The Internet 
gives students 

today a much 

wider range of 
materials”

 - Mr. Dunbar

often than not, students simply 
lose track of what information 
they gather from which source.

“In the old days, we had to 
physically take books and flip to the 
information we wanted,” he said, 
“It made it a lot easier to remember 

where we found our research 
because we had to do more than 
click on link after link after link.”

English teacher Catherine 
Schieffelin said she also explains 
her rules on Internet use clearly 
at the beginning of the year.  

She says her syllabus clearly 
outlines what is and is not allowed 
in her class.  In addition, she said 
she repeatedly tells her students 
that paper topic ideas taken from 
SparkNotes.com are not their 
own and therefore not acceptable.

In addition she said that 
Sparknotes in general is not a 
substitute for reading assign-
ments.  “My students can’t simply 
look at summaries of books 
online in lieu of reading the actual 
book, I don’t allow it,” she said.

She also said that students 
don’t benefit in the long run from 
using websites to read summa-
ries of books.  “They don’t learn 
how to comprehend reading 
and that is an essential skill for 
their future,” she explained.

However, Ms. Schieffelin 
also uses the Internet to further 
enhance her class experience.  She 
said that some of her classes use a 
class blog where they post ideas 
and comments about the reading 
assignment.  “It really encourages 
students to immerse themselves 
in the pieces we read; they get 
the chance to share ideas even 
after the bell rings,” she shared.  

She also said that she finds 
YouTube videos and articles that 
she shares during class.  They help 
communicate ideas and give new 
perspectives on pieces of literature.

Both Ms. Schieffelin and 
Mr. Dunbar use similar strate-
gies to detect abuse of Internet 
sources.  They both said that the 
main method is not a method at all.  

“Once the year starts, many 
teachers assign papers to get a 
sense of each students writing style.  
Then, if they turn in a paper that 
doesn’t reflect their writing habits 
and characteristics, I can address 
the problem,” Ms. Schieffelin said.

think my students ever forgave me 
for trying to teach in the middle 
of a lockdown,” said Mr. Kyff. 

Later that day police found 
the fugitive down the road hiding 
somewhere, not on the KO campus. 

This event startled many 
students, teachers and parents, 
but after that there still were not 
many talks about what to do in 
a lockdown. After the scare had 
died down, the school stopped 
practicing lockdown procedures. 

However, after the inci-
dent that occured a few months 
ago, KO has taken matters 
more seriously and everyone 
knows what to do if we are ever 
faced with a similar situation. 

Many people think KO is a 
dangerous place, because it is an 
open campus and anyone can walk 
on; however, we are such a small 
school and we know every face. 

If a faculty member sees 
someone on campus they do not 
know, maintenance is notified right 
away to keep a watch on them. 

Also, because our campus has 
many buildings, if anything were 
to happen in one, the others would 
be notified right away and would 
have more time to take caution 
and prepare safety procedures. 

We never know what could 
happen, but practicing and knowing 
exactly what to do is important.  

Lockdown drills are important 
to take seriously because we might 
face a time when it isn’t just a drill.

Spring to life at the Spring Dance 
8‑11 on Saturday Feb. 16!

Reviving our 

suffering spirit
by Eva Stys ’13 

 and Sophie Kruger ’14

All across the KO campus, 
the student body would agree that 
school spirit has suffered as of late. 
There has been less attendance to 
games and sporting events, and 
during Spirit Week in the fall fewer 
and fewer people participated. 

 “There has been a significant 
decline in spirit and I wish it could 
be better,” said senior Patrick Kilk-
enny. Students all across campus 
feel the same way as Patrick does, 
some more strongly than others. 

When asked about spirit 
at KO, sophomore Max Bash 
said, “It’s a disaster. All of 
us as a student body should 
work on being more spirited.” 

Many agree with Max’s 
spirited declaration. “A heavier 
emphasis should be put on the 
students’ generating spirit rather 
than the school having to orches-
trate things through the WNSA 
[Wyvern Nation Spirit Association 
],” said senior Spencer Murray.  

Senior Tyler Whirty, who 
is one of the heads of the WNSA, 
says he realizes that he and senior 
Shane Carroll, who is the other 
head of the WNSA, haven’t sent 
as many emails as they would 
have hoped to send this year. 

“We may have something 
to do with the fact that school 
spirit has changed,” Tyler said.  

However, lots of students 
say that it should be the student 
body should play a role as well. “It 
should be the students getting spir-
ited,” said Patrick, “We shouldn’t 
just rely on one group of people.” 

S p e n c e r  s u g g e s t s 
bringing back the pep rally. 

Tyler blames the problem on 
communication. “We had a decent 
crowd at hockey night and KIT’s 

but those aren’t really under the 
domain of WNSA, in that they have 
a bunch of other venues of adver-
tising. There seems to be a discon-
nect somewhere else,” Tyler said.  

KO students as a whole 
just aren’t as enthusiastic about 
sporting events as they used to be. 

Could this be an issue of 
public school verses private school? 

Many students seem to 
think that students at public 
schools are more spirited and 
attend more sporting events. 

In the years to come, students 
should work on getting their 
friends pumped up to go to sporting 
events and games.  If we are more 
spirited, then the KO commu-
nity as a whole will be closer. 

Although we’re strong 
proponents that scapegoating is 
wrong in every way, I feel we 
have no choice in this case.  This 
decline in spirit and lag in enthu-
siasm is to be blamed on the cold 
winter months.  We’ve had an 
excuse to be absent - it’s the winter.  

However, January has faded 
and spring rapidly approaches.  
Now is the time to rejuvinate 
our sense of pride in KO.  Don’t 
just attend the games on the 
field, but support everyone. 

Stop by the Forensic Union 
Public Speaking Tournament on 
March  3, cheer on the robotics 
team, or even push yourself to read 
another article in the KO News.

There are so many ways to get 
involved and this is our chance to 
revive KO’s spirit and support our 
fellow peers in all their endevors.

It’s time to take actions now! 
Don’t wait for your friends to 
invite you to a game, invite them.  
Be the change in the KO commu-
nity that you are looking to find.  

Don’t  be the sheep, be 
the shepherd.  Be a leader.       
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NHL Lockout: Repeating History?
by John Peavy ‘13

The National  Hockey 
League, like every professional 
sports league, is a business. The 
owners and management in the 
league offices are more concerned 
with hockey-related revenue and 
controlling cap circumvention than 
with Stanley Cup and Hart Trophies. 

Lockouts are a part of the 
game and every hockey fan should 
realize that. They are especially part 
of the game when it is growing at 
the rate the NHL has been. During 
the first lockout in the 1994-95 
season, the highest paid NHL 
player was Wayne Gretzky and 
he made $3.66 million that year. 

During this current NHL 
season the highest paid player is Shea 
Weber and he is paid $14 million. 

Lockouts occur when the 
Collective Bargaining Agree-
ment between the league and 
the NHL Players’ Union expires. 

The CBA is an agreement 
that sets economic rules between 
the owners and players so there is 
no conspiring against one another. 

It is made so that the 
players don’t get abused by 
owners, and it also protects the 
teams from going bankrupt.

The lockout that  just 
took place was the NHL’s third 
lockout since Commissioner 
Gary Bettman was hired. While 
many hockey fans have blamed 
Commissioner Bettman for the 
lockouts, it is not entirely his fault. 

Commissioner Bettman has 
to ask the owners for permission 
to lockout the players, and they 
allow him to every single time. 

The reason these lock-
outs occur is because the NHL 
has changed so much since 
Commissioner Bettman was 
hired. Since the 1994-95 lockout, 
the NHL has added four teams 
and has relocated four teams. 

Many of the teams that have 
been added by either expansion or 
relocation have been moved into the 

Kidnapping, singing, KGB,  
Michael Jackson at YMUN
by Sophie Kruger ‘14

It was a little strange that there 
was loud banging on the door, but 
we all thought the door was stuck.  
Then the two barged in, turned the 
lights off, and charged toward me.  

It was the first time anyone 
had ever charged at me with a 
sword and a stick, but I was being 
abducted, so I guess the ambi-
ance was relatively appropriate.  

I’ve had nightmares about 
being taken hostage, just not 
at Yale Model United Nations 
in the midst of discussing 
pressing international crises.  

As the delegate representing 
the United Kingdom in the Secu-
rity Council, I decided to send in 
secret operatives to Venezuela 
when we learned they received 
enriched uranium from the Taliban.  

I felt I didn’t have much 
choice other than to destroy the 
dangerous material.  Anyway, I 
learned that my operatives had 
been killed and that the Russian 
delegation had nearly collapsed 
when they learned that the UK 
had defied Venezuela’s national 
sovereignty. And then the Yale 
students were offering me snacks 
as I waited in the room which 
was my designated holding cell.  

It sounds strange, but every 
word of it is true.  We hear about 
Model United Nations and how 

high-school students solve the 
world’s problems in four days, 
but we don’t always hear about 
what goes on in these committees.  

I thought my experience 
was entirely unbelievable, but I 
started talking to other KO Model 

“A girl sang her 

resolution because 

no one was 

listening to her.”

- Jake Leshem

United Nations delegates and I 
heard stories of other committees 
that were even more extraordinary 
than those of the Security Council.

Junior Abhilash Panthagani 
represented Malaysia in the 
Special Summit on Technology.  
His “enemy” in the committee 
presented a resolution that 
subsequently failed to pass. 

“ I  c l a p p e d .  T h e n  I 
almost got kicked out of my 
room,” Abhilash reported.  

However, that was not the 
most incredible attempt to pass 
a resolution in his committee. 
“A girl sang her resolution 
because no one was listening to 
her,” junior Jake Leshem said.

As a representative of 

Yemen on the Special Political 
and Decolonization Committee 
(SPECPOL), junior Jake also 
recalled a girl singing a song 
from “Phantom of the Opera” 
during a committee session.  

“She was from China 
representing the Philippines 
and she was really hard to 
understand,” Jake described. 

But it was not just the 
committees that were unbelievable, 
but some of the people as well.  

Senior Tyler Whirty repre-
sented the United Kingdom in 
the Group of Twenty (G20). “I 
met a kid whose dad builds all the 
power plants in Russia,” Tyler said.  

He then added some of his 
own speculation with a laugh: 
“He probably knows Putin.”

Outside committee, KO 
students met all sorts of different 
characters.  At the delegate 
dance, a delegate from China 
approached junior Allie Kyff.  
“Do you dance like Michael 
Jackson?” he asked curiously.  

The delegate dance gave 
KO students a refreshing break 
from hours of intense and even 
outlandish committee sessions.

Whether it’s being taken   
hostage,  potential  Russian 
mobsters, or even Michael Jackson, 
this year’s Model United Nations 
conference at Yale provided far 
more than solving global crises.

“Revenue sharing 

is not just an NHL 
problem, every 

lockout in the past 

three years has 

addressed this 

problem.”

- John Peavy

“Lockouts are a 

part of the game 
and every hockey 

fan should realize 
that.”

- John Peavy

Sun Belt region of the United States. 
This is considered not only 

Commissioner Bettman’s biggest 
mission but also biggest blunder, 
seeing as how many teams in the 
Sun Belt region are also the teams 
that are hemorrhaging money. 

The NHL is the only profes-
sional sports team in the United 
States to lose a season to a lockout. 
In 2004-05 the NHL canceled its 
season entirely because of the labor 
negations that could not be settled. 

The reason for that lockout 

wasn’t all economic.  Due to what 
is called the “Dead Puck” era that 
took place in the years before that 
lockout, the NHL made rule changes 
to make the game more exciting. 
However, eight years later, the 
NHL and NHLPA’s CBA ran out 
and another lockout commenced. 

In the past, the lockouts 
were something that many fans 
viewed as necessary because 
the lockouts usually about 
glaringly obvious problems 
that needed to be addressed. 

One of these problems was  
during the ’04-’05 lockout when the 
salary cap was instituted. However, 
in the most recent lockout, there 
was absolutely nothing that needed 
three and a half months to fix. 

The core economic issues 
that were on the table during this 
lockout were revenue sharing, 
contracts, and the salary cap. 

Revenue sharing is not just 
an NHL problem, every lockout in 
the past three years has addressed 
this problem. After the ’04-’05 
lockout the NHLPA was able to get 
57 percent of all hockey- related 
revenue the NHL brings in. In the 
recent NFL and NBA lockouts, a 
main issue was that the owners 
thought the players took in too 
much of the revenue.  Luckily, 
they were able to negotiate down 
to a 50-50 revenue sharing. 

After that happened in 
other lockouts, it was obvious 
that the players union was going 
to have to negotiate down to 50 

percent of hockey-related revenue. 
Both sides finally agreed 

on 50-50 during early October, 
which if it had been the only 
problem, would have meant a 
full season. However, there were 
still issues the league thought 
needed to be addressed, namely 

contracts and the salary cap. 
The NHL, like every profes-

sion sports league (with the excep-
tion of the MLB), has a salary cap 
in order to ensure parity. The salary 
cap and original contract rules 
were set in the ’04-’05 lockout. 

The NHL’s salary cap was 
originally set at $39 million, 
however,  this rose to $70 
million for the 2012-13 season. 

As the salary cap grew, so 
did the average yearly salary. 
It required the NHL’s general 
managers to get creative and in 
the process they started to circum-

vent the salary cap by struc-
turing contracts to fit the year.

They would either front 
load the contract because they had 
salary cap space and wanted a long 
contract or they would backload the 
deal because they didn’t have salary 
cap space but wanted the player. 

A prime example of a front-
loaded deal is Calgary Flames 
goalie Miikka Kiprusoff, who 
signed a six-year, $35 million 
deal. He got paid $8.5 million 
of this deal in year one of the 
contract and will get paid $1.5 
million in his last year of the deal.  

An example of a back-loaded 
deal is New Jersey Devils left 
winger Ilya Kovalchuk who signed 
a 17-year, $100-million deal. The 
deal gives him $6 million in year 
one and $10 million in year eight. 

The NHL combatted these in 
the latest lockout by putting in rules 
that the max years a team can give 
a player is six, however a team can 
give its own players eight years. 

The NHL also brought the 
salary cap down to $63 million 
for next year, which will give 
teams with a lower budget a 
chance to compete with teams, 
like the Washington Capitals. 

These issues were settled 
in mid January and gave the fans 
a 48-game season as opposed to 
82-game season. However, the 
biggest issue is that the new CBA is 
still not perfect, and during the next 
eight years the NHL will realize that 
and there will be another lockout.

GAO Update
by Mark Toubman ‘13

The Global Awareness 
Organization has benefited 
immensely from some worldly 
outside speakers in the past month.

The first speaker was a 
relaxed discussion with visiting 
artist Ted Efremoff.  The discus-
sion, administered over lunch in 
Enlgish teacher Heidi Hojnicki’s 
classroom, was informative 
as well as thought provoking. 

We asked him a wide range of 
questions, from “Have you always 
been interested in art involving 
social justice or did the social 
justice part come after the art?” to 
“What newspapers do you read?” 

One of his fascinating 
responses was when we asked 
him whether he was involved in 
any social justice issues when he 
was our age. He responded with 
an abrupt “no,” laughed and then 
qualified it by explaining that he 
was more concerned with the 
usual issues that plague teenagers. 

It was not until later in his 
life, when he started thinking 
about what questions he wanted 
to pursue and try to answer with 
his art, that he began pondering 
these worldly issues. He also 
attributes his origins in the Soviet 
Union to be a factor in this.

GAO discussed our second 
speaker, symposium author Tony 
Kushner, in a meeting a few days 
before he arrived on campus. 

Mr. Kushner’s works and 
ideologies often expand beyond the 
scope of the United States, and we 
wanted to get a taste of that before 
his arrival. Therefore, we looked 
at his work “Homebody/Kabul,” 
a play that only the symposium 
class had read. This play ambi-
tiously discussed and portrayed 
the harsh lifestyle of Afghanistan 
in the late 1990s, as well as the 
influences of these conditions. 

Our group, after reading 
a few excerpts, discussed the 

“Mr. Kushner’s 

works and ideolo-

gies often expand 
beyond the scope of 
the United States.”

authenticity of Mr. Kushner’s 
depiction as well as how his 
personal biases affected the play. 

Although Mr. Kushner did 
not mention “Homebody” in his 
presentation, the participants 
in this discussion had an extra 
lens through which to view him.

GAO has had a great month, 
but as we look ahead, we would 
love to expand. If these activities 
sound interesting to you, please 
stop by 5X in Ms. Hojnicki’s room, 
or email Mark Toubman or Lina 
Volin to get more information.
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Three seniors honored at Model UN
Continued from page 1

the discussions and activities that 
my committee took part in,” she 
said. “It was a really unique trip in 
comparison to past years because 
I got to focus on journalism. It was 
very rewarding to be recognized 
for something I enjoyed so much.”

Rayva said she gained a lot 
from Model UN. “I was able  to 
meet people from various back-
grounds. I made friends with a 
girl from Morocco!” she said. “I 
got to practice my public speaking 
skills. It also helped me brush up 
on my general knowledge and 
made me more aware of current 
international affairs.” 

Ms. Savin said that, in all 
of the years that KO has attended, 
at least one student has won 
an award or been recognized.

In comparison to other 
years, Ms. Savin said there 
were a few new committees this 
year, but Yale Model UN typi-
cally follows a similar format.

This year proves to be 
an important one in Model UN 
history at KO because our school 
is sponsoring a Model UN program 
for middle-school students.

 “We are going to be spon-
soring the first model UN in 

the greater Hartford area for 
middle-school students,” Ms. 
Savin said. “Our model UN 
students will be the chairs of the 
committees and so far we have 
about 100 students attending.”

Ms. Savin said this is a great 
opportunity for the KO students 
who participate in Model UN 

because they will not only be able 
to be delegates, but they will also be 
able to manage a competition and 
train the middle-school students.

Senior Jennifer Traver, who 
represented Malaysia at Model UN, 
said she enjoyed the experience, 
“It was great working with other 
schools to solve issues that are 

currently being faced by the UN,” 
she said. “Overall it was a great 
experience, and I recommend other 
students participate in future years.”

Junior Jake Leshem, who 
represented Great Britain, also 
said he very much enjoyed Yale 
Model UN. “It was a great oppor-
tunity to have a fun experience 

and to meet lots of new friends.”
Junior Allie Kyff, who also 

represented Great Britain, and was 
attending Model UN for the second 
time, said she appreciated the expe-
rience, “It was a really nice time,” 
she said. “ I got to meet so many 
cool people and got to catch up 
with people I met from last year.”

KO Model UN delegates gather at Yale University’s Battell Chapel holding their country placards. (Photo by Andrew Leu ‘13, Yale University)

 On March 10 emotions will 
overwhelm scores of young students 
around Connecticut as they await 
the mail’s arrival. Their stomachs 
will be filled with butterflies as 
they open their letters from King-
swood Oxford to see if they have 
been accepted or denied admis-
sion to the school for next year.

A ton of work by the 
admissions office and the appli-
cants leads up to this moment.  

 The long process begins 
when a student demonstrates 
an interest in the school by 
coming to campus for an open 
house or an interview and tour. 

“We love to get students on 
campus,” said Director of Enroll-
ment Management Jim O’Donnell. 
“It is extremely important for 
prospective students to see what 
it is actually like on campus.” 

It is important, he said, to 
see the faces of KO because this 
helps the students envision what 
their experience could be like. 

The process continues when 
the prospective student decides to 
apply. He or she must complete an 
in-depth application to ensure that 
the admissions office will have a 
full understanding of the student. 

The application includes 
short-answer questions, an essay, 
teacher recommendations, grades, 
a graded writing sample, and a 
standardized test score: Secondary 
School Admission Test for Upper 
School applicants and the Otis–
Lennon School Ability Test 
for Middle School applicants. 

The short answer questions 
are self-reflections that give the 

admissions office an insight into 
the student. The admissions office 
gives the prospective students four 
choices for the essay question. “We 
hope one will resonate with them,” 
said Senior Associate Director of 
Admissions Rebecca Benavides. 

This essay is a tool to 
see the prospective students’ 
thoughts, Mrs. Benavides said. 
She explained that the admission 
office does not take a red pen to 
each essay and that they are not 
hunting for grammatical errors. 

But, because KO is a 
writing-intensive school, the 
admission office is looking to 
make sure that they will not 
struggle in future English classes. 

The teacher recommenda-
tions allow the admissions office to 
see what the student is like in class. 

The graded writing sample 
is another opportunity to see the 
student’s writing ability. The admis-
sions office needs to ensure that the 
student can thrive in the commu-
nity, and this is one way to do so. 

Sometimes students are 
unable to provide a writing sample 
because the school that they attend 
does not have a big focus on writing. 

If this happens, the admis-
sion office turns to the writing 
portion of the S.S.A.T.’s or they call 
the prospective student’s English 
teacher. “Teachers are usually 
very willing to have conversa-
tions,” said Mrs. Benavides. 
“They are able to clarify any ques-
tions or concerns that we have.”

Standardized tests are 
the only area of the application 
where the applicants are all on 
the same playing field. “Having 
straight A’s doesn’t neces-

sarily mean that a student will 
succeed at Kingswood Oxford,” 
said Mrs. Benavides. “Different 
schools have different standards.” 

But the admission office 
understands that not all students 
are great at standardized tests, 
said Mrs. Benavides. Many 
factors go into a student’s 
succeeding or not succeeding 
on the S.S.A.T.’s, and therefore 
there is no minimum score at KO. 

Some students may have 
more academic resources than 
others, and it’s possible that some 
students know tricks that can 
help them do better on the test. 

For example, it is beneficial 
to leave some answers blank on the 
test. The admission office is able 
to see if the student was aware 
of this trick through the report 
they receive. Mrs. Benavides said 
that they consider this when they 
review a student’s application.

Some other factors could 
be that someone had been sick or 
something had happened to the 
student that day that distracted them. 

Overall, the test is usually 
a good indicator of whether a 
student will succeed. “Through 
research, we have seen a corre-
lation between success on the 
S.S.A.T.’s and success at King-
swood Oxford,” said Mrs. Bena-
vides. The average S.S.A.T. score 
for a Kingswood Oxford admit 
is between 60 to 65 percent.

Last but not least, the admis-
sion team looks at the prospec-
tive student’s academic records. 
“Students need to be able to 
thrive,” said Mr. O’Donnell. 
“Academic records are the best 
way to be able to predict that.” 

Mrs. Benavides echoed that 
view. “We need to ensure that that 
the student can handle the rigors 
of Kingswood Oxford,” she said. 

In addition to looking for 
strong academics, Mr. O’Donnell 
said that the prospective student’s 
character is extremely important. 
“Their character must be consistent 
with the nature of the school,” he 
said. “They must be a good person.”

The admission off ice 
also looks at what a student can 
bring to the KO community. The 
category includes talents such 
as athletics, arts, and music. 

“We never compromise 
academics for athletics,” Mrs. Bena-
vides said. “A program changer 
is not guaranteed an acceptance 
letter, but it could give them a leg 
up on other prospective students.” 

In addition to coaches’ 
recruiting prospective athletes, 
creative arts teachers Richard 
Chiarappa and Todd Millen 
recruit people to be in the 
orchestra and band, respectively. 

Another factor is  the 
student’s interest in trying new 
things at KO. For example, 
students can show interest in 
clubs such as Model UN, Forensic 
Union, the KO News or epic. 

In addition, the admission 
staff are aware of when an appli-
cant is a child of an alum or if they 
are part of a family who already 
has students who go to KO. Having 
a connection does not guarantee 
an applicant admission, but it 
does help, Mr. O’Donnell said. 

KO typically admits 344 
students a year. That is 50 to 
60 percent of the applicants. 
Out of those students there 

is usually a 60 percent yield. 
The admission staff are not 

the only people who have a deci-
sion to make. The prospective 
students have to choose KO as well. 

New England is a mecca 
for private high schools, so 
prospective students usually 
have a plethora of choices. 

Each student has his or her 
own reason for coming to KO. 

“I liked the smaller class 
sizes,” said freshman Kelly 
Maloney, who started at KO 
last fall, “The environment was 
very welcoming, and King-
swood Oxford had a lot of 
great opportunities to offer.”

Other students also said 
they liked the small class size. “I 
chose KO because I really benefit 
from the small class size,” said 
junior Alayna Putterman. “I also 
really liked the amount of work 
and effort the teachers put in.”

Another reason students said 
they chose to stay is their loyalty 
they feel to the school. “I was on 
varsity sports in the Middle School, 
and I would have felt like a traitor 
if I had left,” said senior Mark 
Toubman. “I don’t think I could 
have looked at Mr. Krugman in the 
eyes at a tennis match if I had left.” 

A lot of students also benefit 
because KO is not a boarding 
school, like so many other New 
England private schools are. “I 
liked that KO is a day school,” 
said Mark. “I felt like I still needed 
parental involvement in my life.” 

Once the admission office 
and prospective students come 
together and make a decision, they 
pave the way for years of continued 
success at Kingswood Oxford.

by Brooke Goldsmith ’13
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Players of the 
Moment:

Seniors 
Joe Rogus 

and 
Melissa Gitlin

Senior swimming Co-captain Melissa Gitlin 

(Photo by Rudy DeBerry ’13)

Senior skiier Joseph Rogus 

(Photo by Rudy DeBerry ’13).

Boys hockey continues to fight hard
by Griffin Maloney ’14

Driven by a strong defense 
and a wall of a goaltender, 
the boys varsity hockey team 
has not been able to hit twine, 
resulting in a 10-2-1 record.

The young team, with 
only four seniors, uses its 
youth as an advantage by 
being resilient on the ice. 

“We battle hard in the defen-
sive zone and move the puck when 
we need to,” Head Coach Ben 
Adams said. “We put on the pres-
sure but cant put the puck in the net.”

K O  h o s t e d  Tr i n i t y -
Pawling Sat., Jan. 19, and lost 
9-0. “The game was close for 
two periods. Then the team let it 
slip away,” said Coach Adams.

For the next game, KO 
traveled to King and Low-
Heywood Thomas School and 
squeaked out their second win 
of the season, 3-1. 

“We came out slow against 
King but we had enough to be able 
to push ourselves to win,” said Tri-
captain defender Joe Lancioni. 
“Even with the adversity, we battled 
through it and got a solid win.”

The team’s strength is 
their defense and playing their 
systems, which gives the team 
the best chance possible to 
be successful, said Lancioni.

Tri-captain goaltender 
Anthony Giordano is ranked ninth 
in best save percentage in all of divi-
sion one with a percentage of 92.8. 

Giordano has saved 530 
shots and only let in 41 goals. 

“It is nice to know that 
Anthony is in net,” said junior 
forward Matt Gutermann. “We are 
confident that he will save almost 
anything that comes his way.” 

Senior Brandon Viglia-
tura leads the team in points 
with seven on the season so far. 

Second in points is the 
eighth-grade forward Chris 
Adamsons with four points 
and third is senior forward Dan 
Kennedy with three points. 

Hockey night was the team’s 
first win of the season in a 4-2 thriller 
against Rye Country Day School.

“Hockey night is the best 
night of the year,” said Tri-captain 
forward Brandon Vigliatura. 
“Having the fans behind us brought 
out a high level of play in us.”

“It was a great night of 
hockey,” said Coach Adams. 
“It was also nice to give back to 
Team Tobati and Project Purple.”

The coaches are always 
willing to help and they push 
the team to reach their poten-
tial as players, said Lancioni

Gutermann says the coaches 
push the players at practices to 
work hard and get better every day.

“ T h e  g a m e  p l a n  o n 
offense is different than it was 
last year. Last year we tried to 
spread things out,” said Coach 
Adams. “This year the goal is 
to keep it compact on offense.”

Gutermann said the team has 
endured a long and tiring season so 
far, but they are not giving up yet. 

“Even though we have had a 
lot of losses,” he said, “it helps us 
determine what we have to work on.”

He said he has high hopes for 
the boys to finish the season strong, 
and hopefully get a  few more wins.

With great coaches the team 
is confident they will finish the 
season strong, said Vigliatura. 

With half of the season 
under their belt the hockey team 
is ready to fight till the end.

Senior Tri-captain and forward Joe Lancioni ’13 skates with the puck away 
from Trinity-Pawling on Hockey Night. (Photo by Garrett Meccariello ’13).

Melissa 
Gitlin

Joseph
Rogus

by Taryn Braz ’14

Senior swimming Co-captain 
Melissa Gitlin first began swim-
ming in the fourth grade at the 
JCC, when the coach of the team 
told her that she should try out. 
Gitlin and fellow swim team senior 
Captain Grace Kaufman swam on 
that team until freshman year.

In sixth grade Git l in 
joined the varsity swim team 
in what would be a big chal-
lenge for many, but not for her. 

Since sixth grade Gitlin has 
only improved and has become one 
of the best swimmers on the team.

“Gitlin is probably our 
best butterfly-er in 10 or 12 
years,” said Coach Miles.

While Gitlin does admit 
that the butterfly is her favorite 
race, she is also willing to 
swim anything to help her team 
win, even if that means going 
outside of her comfort zone. 

Gitlin was named one of the 
swim captains this year because of 
her swimming skills and willingness 
to try new strokes, but also because 
she has great leadership qualities. 

As a captain, Gitlin has 
goals for her team, which is 
very young this year with the 
majority being underclassmen, 
and  on ly  a  few sen iors . 

“My main goal is just that 
everyone enjoys the season. 
There will be days where it will 
be really hard, but no one will 
remember those days. Everyone 
will remember all the fun we 
have as a team,” said Gitlin.

For herself Gitlin also has 
season goals, but one very important 
one is always looming over her head.

“Ever since I was in sixth 
grade I have always wanted to break 
the 100 fly record, so I really want 
to accomplish that this season,” 
says Gitlin. Gitlin has just over 
a second that she needs to shave 
off in order to break that record. 

Coach Miles also has some 
goals for her, mainly involving New 
Englands at the end of the season.

He is also optimistic for her 
quest to break the 100 fly record. 

While this is the end of her 
time on the Kingswood Oxford 
swim team, Gitlin will defi-
nitely leave a legacy on the team.

She also will leave a 
lasting impression on Coach 
Miles, who has coached her 

since she was in sixth grade.
“It’s going to be very strange 

without Gitlin,” said Coach Miles. 
“She has become like a second 
daughter because I have known 
her for so many years. It’s going 
to be hard to say goodbye.”

S e n i o r  s k i e r  J o s e p h 
Rogus first began skiing his 
freshman year after a friend 
convinced Rogus to join him.

“Initially the idea of racing 
intimated me,” said Rogus, 
“but I think it was the thrill of 
competition and the challenge 
that this new sport presented me 
with that led me to be hooked.” 

One thing that sets skiing 
apart from other sports is that it can 
be both competitive and noncom-
petitive. Rogus said this is one of 
the main reasons he enjoys skiing. 

“The races are challenging, 
but being able to go out and carve 
some tracks is always relaxing. 
Because skiing offers both of those 
facets is the reason that I have loved 
it since I started,” said Rogus. 

While he enjoys the fact 
that skiing offers two sides to the 
sport, Rogus also loves the sport 
because it is the closest thing 
one can get to flying over land. 

In just two years at KO 
Rogus has proven to be one of the 
hardest workers on the ski team.

“Rogus is always the first 
one on the mountain and the last 
one to leave the mountain. He 
very much leads by example, 
which is the reason he is very well 
liked on the ski team,” said Head 
Skiing Coach Jonathan David. 

“[Rogus] works so hard at 
practice,” said senior Co-captain 
Eva Stys. “He gets everyone pumped 
and ready before their races.”

In the short amount of time 
that Coach David and Rogus 
have worked together, Coach 
David said, Rogus has improved 
his technique dramatically. 

“He is much more balanced 
on his skis and has cut out a lot 
of wasted movement,” Coach 
David said. “This is due to him 
being a very coachable skiier.”

One of Coach David’s main 
goals for Rogus is to see him in 
the top 10 consistently during the 
in-season races and to also shoot for 
a top 15 at the championship races. 

“I used to like Giant Slalom 
more, but when I started hitting 
gates this year I’ve come to 
like Slalom more,” said Rogus. 
“Slalom is the quicker of the 
two and is also the more chal-
lenging, requiring the highest 
level of awareness and agility.”

In the team’s first slalom race 
of the season Rogus skiied 56.61 
secs. in the first run and 56.17 in the 
second run, which were good for 
24th and 22nd place respectively. 

“My main goal for this 
season is to consistently improve,” 
Rogus said. “Since skiing is an 
individualized competition I can 
only pay attention to my own times 
and change my own technique. I 
try and seize every run for what it’s 
worth and do better every time.” 

Rogus is always eager to 
get better at skiing, and is always 
willing to put in one more run 
in order to improve his times.

At the end of the day, skiing 
will always be there for Rogus, 
whether he continues racing or 
hitting the slopes for a relaxing day. 

“It has been a huge plea-
sure racing with the whole team, 
and my time with them has 
been a cornerstone of my high- 
school experience,” said Rogus. 
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Girls varsity basketball steps    
into paint, but also shoots for 3s
by Matt Luther ’14

Young swimming and diving 
teams show strong improvement 
by Becca Goldman ’15

The KO swimming and 
diving team made a splash this 
season, triumphing in numerous 
meets so far despite having a 
fairly young group of swimmers. 

The team underwent many 
changes this year, from the loss 
of 15 seniors in the spring to the 
addition of a new coach, French 
teacher Dr. Jonathan Briggs.  

“Dr. Briggs is an amazing 
coach,” said sophomore Matthew 
Guerrera. “He really pushes us and 
you can tell he knows the sport.” 

Freshman Grace Percival 
agreed. “Dr. Briggs truly cares about 
the athlete. He focuses on technique 
and is very motivational,” she said. 

Dr. Briggs said the team has 
been very welcoming. “Everyone 
was great,” he said. “The only tough 
part was learning the workouts.” 
Dr. Briggs said that the swimmers 
have varying degrees of experience 
in the sport, which makes adjusting 
the workouts difficult at times. 

Head  Coach  Clayton 
Miles also mentioned some of 
the challenges of having a large 
group of novice swimmers. 

“Swimming is a sport 
where discomfort is the norm, 
which is hard to get used to,” he 
said. “Many swimmers are still 
learning how to make it through 
the entire two-hour practice.”

Both coaches also spoke of 
the rewards of having such a young 
team. “They want to learn so much 
and the improvement comes in big 
increments,” said Coach Briggs. 

Coach Miles agreed saying 
that he enjoyed watching the 
athletes improve every week. He 
said that the Founders League and 
New England championships hold 
a lot of promise for the team. “I 
really want to finish the season 
with as many best times as we 

can muster,” Coach Miles said. 
T h e  s w i m m e r s  h a v e 

already shown great improve-
ment in their times according to 
Head Coach Alexander Kraus. 
Freshman Ali Zilahy has already 
shed an entire minute from 
her 500-yard freestyle time. 

Coach Kata Baker referred 
to similar improvements and 
spoke about the diligent way her 
swimmers dove into Friday’s 
three-hour 100-100’s workout.

S e n i o r  C o - c a p t a i n 
Grace Kaufman sa id  that 
t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  s t r o n g 
freshmen on the team this year. 

“Freshmen Olivia Shea 
and Jackie Raymond have been 
consistently strong swimmers 
this year along with seasoned 
junior Callie Miles,” she said.

Percival also said that 
the  team has  shown vast 
improvement throughout the 
season despite many illnesses. 

“Since the weather has been 
so cold and the flu has been going 
around a lot of people were sick, 
which took a toll on the team, 
but now that everyone is back 
to good health the hair icicles 
aren’t as threatening,” Percival 
said, referring to the frozen hair 
possessed by many of her team-
mates after a cold winter’s practice. 

The swimmers recently 
swam a close meet against Kent, 
in which they were defeated, 
but not for lack of effort. 

Coach Briggs said that the 
team showed a strong will racing 
despite the absence of 11 of the 
team’s 27 swimmers. “Kent has 
definitely become the school to beat, 
and we came pretty close for such a 
small showing,” said Coach Briggs. 

Junior Jaqueline Dufour 
said that the team’s meet against 
Miss Porter’s and AOF was simi-
larly challenging, though the 
team came out of it with a win. 
“The girls team really rallied 
halfway through and made a 
strong comeback,” said Dufour. 

 The coaches attribute the 
team morale as demonstrated 
at Porter’s to the three senior 
captains. “They are doing their 
jobs as captains and their sense 
of humor keeps everyone loose,” 
said Coach Miles of senior 
Co-captains Grace Kaufman, 
Melissa Gitlin and Shane Carroll. 

Captain Brittany Vose ’13 shoots a lay up against Hotchkiss. (Photo by 
Garrett Meccariello ’13)

The varsity girls basketball 
team has seen its share of games 
and has learned about its own 
strengths and weaknesses so far 
this year. Their record is 5-9, but 
they’ve still taken many posi-
tive lessons out of each game.

On Monday, Feb. 4 the 
team played agains Hamden 
Hall, and ended up losing 59-33.

A number of  injured 
players on the team made the 
game more difficult. “Seeing 
as three of our starters couldn’t 
play and we only had two substi-
tutes, the outcome was OK,” 
said junior Brooke Goldsmith.

The team won 41-19 
against Millbrook School on 
Wed., Jan. 30. “We were passing 
really well,” said Goldsmith. 

This year, the team has been 
aided by a new assistant coach, 
Kim Iacovazzi, who has been 
sharing her expertise with the 
team. “She brings energy, experi-
ence, and a fun, basketball-loving 
attitude to every practice and 
game,” said junior Helena Roland. 

Leadership is important, 
and with more than one leader, 
the team is able to really stay 

together.Assistant Coach Iacovazzi 
has earned the favor of her team 
with a positive attitude, and also 
greatly helps the team’s skill and 
form. “She’s very enthusiastic,” 
said Goldsmith. “She brings a new 
element of energy to the team.”

Senior Captain Brittany Vose 
not only shows serious leader-
ship, but is also an extremely vital 
member of the team as point guard. 
“Brittany’s feel for the court is an 
important aspect of her game,” 
said freshman Jeana Willis, “and 
it really helps others stay focused.” 

The team’s strengths and 
weaknesses can lead them to 
victory or defeat. Their strengths 
include outstanding speed, as well 
as transition baskets (stealing the 
ball from the team and making 
a quick and easy basket), which 
can sometimes give them an 
important point advantage. 

Other strengths include key 
players who rise to the challenge 
in tight situations. “Jeanna Willis 
has taken a huge role this year by 
taking it up a notch and making key 
baskets for us,” said Roland. “As 
a freshman, she is skilled beyond 
her years and a huge amount of 
responsibility falls on her shoul-
ders as one of our leading scorers.”

Having lost several games, 
the team certainly knows what 
it has to work on.  “Team chem-
istry is a big thing that we can 
strengthen,” says junior Abbie 
Mancinelli. Working together 
to score those extra hoops could 
improve the team by a large margin.

The team is definitely 
concerned with improving 
their shooting. “Our shooting 
percentage is nowhere near where 
it should be,” said Goldsmith, 
“but we’re trying to get there.”

Head Coach Ronald Monroe 
agrees, and said that he would like 
to see the team be able to main-
tain their high level of playing 
for longer periods of time.

“We’d love to be able to 
shoot about 33 percent from the 
floor,” said Coach Monroe. “Right 
now we’re struggling to get one 
out of four. Our shot selection is 
good, but we just need execution.”

Injuries plague the team, 
although they are fighting through 
their losses. Roland is currently 
out with shin problems, and junior 
Caroline Kaufman has a broken 
ankle. Fortunately, sophomore 
Joanie Burzymowska is back on the 
court after an injury she sustained, 
and will surely help the team out. 

Matt Luther ’14 swims the butterfly. (Photo by Clay Miles)
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Boys squash plays consistently
by Mary Colliton ’14

Boys varsity squash had 
a smashing win on Wednesday, 
Jan. 30, beating Canterbury 
6-2, and are looking forward 
to the rest  of the season.

With new coach Chris 
Weed, the team says that this year 
has run differently than in years 
past, and they say each player 
has improved a lot. Coach Weed 
taught French and coached squash 
at KO  until the early 2000s.

“He’s great at organizing 
practice,” said senior Captain 
Mark Toubman. “He doesn’t see 
us around school every day, but 
he definitely knows KO and repre-
sents a lot of the values we have.”

Coach Weed says the 
team is working hard, and is 
hoping for a winning season.

“We want to train hard and 
improve our overall fundamentals 
because most of the players on the 
team have not had varsity experi-
ence,” he said. “We are looking to 
be aggressive in match play but 
also smart about our shot selection. 
We are building for the future of the 
program since we will lose our No. 

1 and No. 2 players after this year.”
Overall, everyone agrees 

that the team has improved a lot 
since the beginning of the season.   

“For the first couple of 
weeks, it’s all about getting the rust 
out and learning the basics again,” 
said Toubman. “Now that we’re 
well into the season, everyone has 
improved so much.” However, 

 

“It’s like a 
completely 

different team 
from the begin-

ning of the season. 
Everyone has a 

lot more game 

experience, which 
helps a lot.”         

    - Eighth-grader   

     Ben Putterman

the team agrees that there is still a 
lot of room for improvement “You 
get better with every match you 
play,” said Toubman. “We all work 
on identifying what we did well 
and what we didn’t do well after 
each match, so that we know what 
to work on for the next match.”

Coach Weed agreed. “I 
see no reason why they will not 
continue to benefit from their hard 
work, regardless of the scores that 
are posted,” he said. “The team 
should see much reward in the 
future for their current effort.” 

Despite a  few disap-
point ing  meets ,  the  team 
is looking forward to their 
upcoming games and are hoping 
for a few more wins this season.

“The more matches you play, 
the better you get,” said Toubman. 
“There are some meets coming 
up that are definitely winnable.”

E i g h t h - g r a d e r  B e n 
Putterman agreed. “There are a 
few meets in the next couple weeks 
where we could do really well. I’m 
really looking forward to them.”

In practice,  the team 
has been working a lot on 
game strategies and shots.

“Practice normally includes 
some drills of the fundamentals, 
and some conditioned games where 
players have certain restrictions or 
target shots,” said Coach Weed. “I 
am working on getting players 
to make smart shot decisions, to 
move efficiently as they approach 
and come out of their shots.”

Because there are a lot 
of inexperienced players, the 
team is also working toward 
teaching those players how 
a varsity-level sport works.

“I want the less experienced 
players to work hard and eliminate 
careless errors,” said Coach Weed.

Toubman agreed. “A lot of 
practice is learning to play the 
right shot at the right time, and 
focusing on game situations,” 
he said. “Everyone really needs 
more experience through playing 
matches, and we’re working hard 
to mimic that during practice.”

P u t t e r m a n  s a y s  t h a t 
b e i n g  o n  t h e  t e a m  h a s 
helped him improve a lot. 

“Being a new player, the 
team has really helped me to 
improve my skills and know 
what to do in game situations,” 

Injuries hobble boys 
hoops’ quest for win 
by Abbie Mancinelli ’14

Varsity boys basketball has 
played a tough schedule with a 
0-12 record, but after close games 
and not so close games, the team 
continues to learn and improve.

Starting off the season with 
many injured players, the team 
has looked to some of its younger 
members to step up and fill in for 
older players who have been injured.

“We’re a young team 
adjusting to a new coach and a new 
system of play,” said junior Griffin 
Maloney, who is out for the season 
with a shoulder injury. We have a 
lot of injuries forcing younger kids 
to step up. The team isn’t quite 
there yet, but we are gaining expe-
rience and we are on our way.”

S e n i o r  C o - c a p t a i n s 
Patrick Kilkenny and Tyler 
Whirty echoed Maloney’s atti-
tude about moving forward 
despite missing injured players. 

“The guys who can play need 
to focus on staying healthy, and the 
guys who are hurt need to focus 
on getting better,” Kilkenny said.

Whirty agreed. “We were 
affected both consciously and 
subconsciously at the beginning 
of the season,” he said, “when 
we started without juniors Zack 
Goldman and Willie Baron. Now 
Baron is back but Goldman is gone, 
I wouldn’t say we’re as affected 
but it is still there. We really miss 
Griffin, and now Vinz is out too, 
but we’re working through it. 
The effect is more on morale and 
positivity rather than chemistry.” 

J u n i o r  D a n t e  C i o f f i 
agreed with the co-captains. 

“The younger players have 
really stepped up to help out the 
team a lot. They’re doing a really 

great job, doing exactly what we 
need them to do,” said Cioffi. 

Playing against teams that 
have bigger, stronger players 
has been tough for the guys also.

“We can only go up from 
here,” says Whirty. “We are working 
together as a team and changing the 
culture of our program. Obviously 
we want to win a game so that’s 
a goal, but there is a larger desire 
towards setting up future success.” 

In practice, the boys focus 
on improving their team chem-
istry and becoming stronger. 

“Every day we work hard 
and strive to improve together. 
There’s been a complete change 
effort and skill wise since day 
one. We are getting there,” says 
Kilkenny. “Practices are high 
intensity with special focus on 
detail. We aim to do things right 
and go hard while doing them.”

Cioffi agreed. “Practices are 
really tough. We do a lot of drills and 
scrimmages to help us get better,” 
he said. “We do things and do them 
again until we get them right, so 
we focus on fundamentals a lot. 

Durelle Brown and Jim 
Weeks, head and assistant coaches 
respectively, have been working 
together to help the team improve. 

“Coach Weeks knows a lot 
about the game, and he is really 
passionate about it, too. He and 
Durelle work really well together, 
and their coaching ideals match 
up pretty well,” says Cioffi. 

Kilkenny agreed. “Coach 
Brown and Coach Weeks comple-
ment each other’s coaching 
styles,” he said. “Coach Brown 
promotes effort and intelli-
gence, while Coach Weeks 
pushes us and makes us tougher.” 

Girls squash is on fire 
this year, playing one of their 
best years in recent history. 

They’ve beaten every team 
they’ve played this year, with the 
exception of Suffield, and they’re 
looking forward to continuing their 
success against Pomfret and Berk-
shire to expand on their 5-2 record.

Before the game at Taft 
Head Coach Andy Carr said, “If 
we play well, we should do well 
and win,” and that’s exactly what 
they did, winning 6-1. Senior 
co-captain Brooke Hayes said 
that her senior Co-captain Lauren 
Goldman, “pulled out a great 
five game match with her oppo-
nent, which was really exciting.”

According to Goldman, 
“ T h e y  c a m e  o u t  r e a l l y 
strong.” But the girls ended 
up winning 6-1 over Taft. 

A couple of weeks ago, 
the girls were supposed to 
play against Choate, but it was 
canceled due to a snow day. 

However, they were able 
to make it to the Hopkins tour-
nament against Canterbury, 
Pomfret and other schools.

“ I t  went  rea l ly  wel l 
and  everyone  t r i ed  the i r 
hardest, really showing how 
much [ they’ve]  improved 
this year so far,” said Hayes. 

L a s t  w e e k  t h e y 
augmented their record with 
a  win  agains t  Mil lbrook. 

“We’re pretty strong this 
year and have only lost twice,” 
said Goldman. “All our wins 
have been either 7-0, or 6-1.

The team looks as if 
they have a  good chance 
a t  m a k i n g  t h e  p l a y o f f s . 

“We’re a good team that has a 
good shot at making it high up during 
the postseason,” said Goldman. 

Hayes added that they’ll 
probably be in the top of the 
B bracket for the playoffs. 

While it may be too early 
to tell, Coach Carr  shares the 
sentiment. “They’ve been playing 
very well since the loss to Suff-
ield,” said Coach Carr. “They’ve 
stepped it up and everyone’s 
been a lot better in matches.” 

Some of the past couple 
of wins haven’t been easy, but 
KO has escaped with the win. 
This is possible only with the 
arsenal that this team has to offer.

“[Senior] Steph Fagbemi at 
No. 7 and [junior] Claudia Udolf 
at No. 1 have really helped out the 
team this season in their respec-
tive seeds,” said Coach Carr. 
They’re both undefeated and 
Udolf hasn’t lost a single game. 

While Udolf continues to be a 
dominant force on the squad, other 
players have stepped it up a lot. 

Everyone is  doing a 
good job, but Sophia Harrison 
has been the most noticeable. 
Harrison has jumped from the 
No. 7 seed to the No. 3 seed. 

“Even though she’s been 
playing higher up she’s consis-
tently performed,” said Carr.

She’s  c lear ly  one of 
the most improved players. 

“Although the ladder for 
seeds hasn’t changed that much, 
she’s worked her way up to where 
she is right now,” said Goldman. 

In addition to Harrison other 
young players are helping out as well. 

“One of the eighth graders on 
the team is one of our top players, 
and a couple of our sophomores are 
big assets as well,” said Goldman.

he said. “I feel like I’ve improved 
a lot now that I’m on the team.”

 Toubman said that a lot of 
the reason the team has improved so 
much is because of the new coach. 

“Coach Weed has coached 
squash at KO previously,” he said. 
“He definitely knows the school and 
knows what we need to work on.”

P u t t e r m a n  a g r e e d . 
“Because he has worked at KO 
as a squash coach before, he defi-
nitely knows what to do. We’re 
a lot better because of him.”

The team played Pomfret 
yesterday. Before that match, 
Coach Weed said, “It is hard for 
me to know what to expect from 
Pomfret since I have not seen their 
team play before. But based on 
their record so far, it looks like it 
will be a challenging match-up.”

Toubman says that he 
is excited to see how the team 
does the rest of the season.

“We’ve improved so much, 
and I can’t wait to see what else we 
can improve upon,” said Toubman.

The team looks forward 
to the rest of the season, and 
hopes to get a few more wins 
under their belt before it closes.

Girls squash builds momentum 

with impressive 5‑2 record
by Max Bash ’15 The captains have kept 

up their end of the deal as well. 
“They’ve done a good job 

of setting the tone, both in prac-
tice and matches,” Carr said, 
“They’re both serious, while main-
taining the fun aspect of squash. 

While the captains aren’t 
super strict, players say, they 
keep the attitude to work hard and 
also have fun at the same time. 
Players say they like to have fun, 
but that they’re always motivated.

The team has been working on 
various items throughout practices. 

“We’ve been focusing on 
reading our opponents and antici-
pating where they’ll hit it,” said Carr. 

In addition to that they’re 
working on technique, Goldman 
said. Drives have been improving 
a lot. They’ve achieved this by 
matching different people up 
and playing games in practice.

Working on moving back 
to the “T” and always being 
ready for the next shot is on 
our minds as well, said Hayes. 

A couple days ago the 
Wyverns suffered only their second 
loss of the season to the same team 
they lost to the first time, Suffield. 

“We knew it was going to 
be one of our toughest matches 
of the season,” said Hayes. Sadly, 
they didn’t come out on top.

They may not win all 
of their games, but they “give 
100 percent and leave every-
thing on the court,” said Hayes. 

This helps them to prepare for 
every single game.The team has also 
“focused on keeping our outlook 
on one match at a time,” said Carr.

In the near future the squad 
will play Berkshire and Pomfret. 
They’ll head for the New England 
tournament later this month. 
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Girls hockey faces tough losses 
by Brenda Winn ’13

 The KO girls hockey team 
has faced a tough season and strong 
opponents so far. Despite their 
record of two wins and 11 losses so 
far, the team continues to play with 
a spirit of competition and heart 
that the scoreboard does not show. 

“While our record does not 
show it,” said Head Coach Kath-
leen Wiggenhauser, “we have 
been competitive in almost all 
of our games this season, often 
losing by just one or two goals.” 

The team started winter 
vacation by traveling to the South-
field School Hockey Tournament 
in Brookline, Mass. Here, the girls 
lost three games and tied one. 

Senior Co-captain Marissa 
Landino said the results from 
the weekend were not as good as 
the team was hoping they would 
be, however they learned a lot 
about what they have to work 
on for the rest of the season. 

Coming back from break, 
the team lost four consecu-
tive games to Worcester, Rye 
Country Day, Canterbury (on 
Hockey Night) and Westminster. 

Even though they could 
not pull through with enough 
goals to win these games, their 
level of play increased dramati-
cally through these games. 

In particular, the 3-2 score 
against Canterbury on Hockey 
Night and only losing by two goals to 
Westminster showed improvement. 

This paid off when the 
team faced Canterbury again on 
Sat., Jan. 19, a tilt they won 1-0 
in overtime. Junior Co-captain 
Naomi Letourneau highlighted 
this goal as one of the best 
plays in the season thus far. 

 She said that in OT, 
junior Megan Geier back checked 
and caught the Canterbury girl on 
a breakaway and then the puck 
went down to the Canterbury 
zone, where KO had a couple 
more chances to score. The puck 
went back into the KO zone and 
sophomore Alex Breen passed 
it to Letourneau behind the net. 

Letourneau then skated with 
the puck to the red line which opened 
up a pass to junior Sarah Neary. 

Neary went down the zone 
and backhanded a shot into the goal 

through the five hole and the girls 
won their first game of the season.

The energy from the Canter-
bury win carried the team on to beat 
Portsmouth Abbey 5-0 the following 
Wednesday. Unfortunately, the 
girls fell to Loomis Chaffee, 
Millbrook and Hall-Conard high 
school in the next three games. 

KO played Hall-Conard in 
an exciting game on Sat., Feb. 
2 at the XL Center in Hartford. 
Landino said they had some 
good plays against Hall-Conard. 

“We worked the puck well 
down low in the offensive zone and 
we had plenty of opportunities for 
goals,” she said. “Unfortunately, we 
were only able to put one in the net, 
and that was not enough for a win.”

Letourneau said the team 
is young and still developing. 
“Everyone is learning and knowing 

Ski team races toward the finish
by Matt Gutermann ’14

After weeks of anticipation, 
the varsity ski team finally has made 
it out of the gates, and is headed full 
speed towards the season ahead.

The team started off their 
season with a meet at Butternut 
Ski Area in Massachusetts. 

“We had  on ly  th ree 
on-snow practices before our 
first race,” said senior Joe Rogus. 
“We were all a little apprehen-
sive about it, however I think 
the team really did pull through 
to put together a good showing 
despite the limited preparation,” 

Senior Co-captain Eva Stys 
agreed with Rogus that the team 

did very well despite their limited 
preparation, and both are confi-
dent that the team will perform 
well in the season to come.

The team also had some-
thing else to prepare for rather 
than just skiing, a new coach. 

Head Coach Jonathan David 
has received high praise from 
the student leaders of the team.

“He knows each of our abili-
ties and adjusts his advice and drills 
so that we can all get the most out 
of each run despite our widely 
different skill levels,” said Rogus.

So far  the  team has 
welcomed their new coach 
with open arms, and really 
embraced his help and advice. 

“We all love the new coach. 
He’s really nice and he’s giving 
us lots of new and useful tips for 
improving our racing,” said Stys.

Other than getting used 
to a new coach, the team 
has been faced with another 
chal lenge,  a  young team. 

The team consists of many 
underclassmen, which is a bump 
in the road that the team believes 
they will be able to overcome.

“For  a  young  t eam, 
we look pretty good so far, I 
am confident that we will do 
well this season,” said Stys.

Rogus said that the age of 
the team is not a big factor because 
he knows that everyone who gets 

on the bus for practice every day is 
passionate about skiing and willing 
to do whatever it takes to win.

Stys agreed with Rogus 
and said the future looks 
bright for the young team.

The team’s final regular 
season meet took place yesterday 
at the Dave Rockwell GS Cham-
pionships at Ski Sundown. 

After this final meet, the 
team will head to Shawnee Peak 
for the NEPSAC Class B champi-
onships at 9 a.m. on Wednesday 
Feb. 13 and the SL Championships 
on Wednesday Feb. 20 at 2 p.m. 
at Ski Sundown in New Hartford.

“The  whole  t eam i s 
looking to do well at New 

Junior Co-captain Naomi Letourneau pushes the puck past a Hotchkiss opponent. They lost the game 4-0.  (Photo by Garrett Meccariello ’13)

Thursday, February 7

• JV Girls Basketball away 
 vs. Miss Porter’s – 4:30 
p.m.
• Varsity Girls Basketball 
away vs. Miss Porter’s – 
4:30 p.m.
   
Friday, February 8

• Varsity Girls Squash 
away vs. Loomis Chaffee – 
4:30 p.m.
• Varsity Boys Basketball 
home vs. Portsmouth Abbey 
6 p.m.
    

Englands in February,” said Stys.
Both Rogus and Stys said 

the team has a very good chance 
during their meets to come. 

“I am confident that we 
will be able to compete strongly 
against certain schools in our 
league like Porter’s, Ethel Walker 
and Trinity-Pawling,” Rogus said. 
“In past years we have fluctuated 
ahead and behind them, however 
this year’s team is much more even 
and consistent in ability and times, 
which should show in our results.”

The team will continue 
to work hard in anticipation of 
the New England Champion-
ships and will not stop working 
as long as there is snow to ski on.

their position better,” she said. “We 
are developing not only as indi-
vidual players, but also as a team.” 

Because they are so young, 
she said they have a lot to work on 
and learn. She also said their size 
and lack of numbers this season 
has been the biggest challenge.

“We had injuries in the 
beginning of the season and that 
slowed us down, and most of 
the teams are just bigger,” she 
said. “So, a lot of times, that 
poses our biggest challenge.”

Coach  Wiggenhause r 
said that the biggest difference 
in these close games is experi-
ence and maturity, and KO has 
a very young team this year. 

“I’ve coached for long 
enough to experience these 
lows,” she said.  “And this group 
will be that much stronger and 

more competitive next year with 
these games under their belt.” 

She also added that the team 
has a large number of eighth- and 
ninth-graders who are on regular 
shifts on defense, and although 
that is great experience for them, 
it is also really challenging.

For the last few games of 
the season, KO will face some big 
competitors, like Choate, Kent, 
Gunnery and Millbrook, again. 

Letourneau said that they 
plan on working hard and putting 
more pucks in the net to get a 
couple of more wins. She wants 
the team to come together more 
as a team and have a strong finish 
that can be carried on to next year. 

Coach Wiggenhauser said 
that, at this point in the season, 
they are focusing on learning 
and trying to stay positive. 

Upcoming 
Wyvern Games
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Winter sports: a season in review

All photographs by Garre4 Meccariello

Clockwise from top-left: Sophomore TJ Nesbit shoots a hoop against Pomfret in a boys varsity basketball game; 
freshman Becca Powers passes the puck in a girls varsity hockey game; freshman Jeanna Willis fights off a player from 
Hotchkiss in a girls varsity basketball game;senior Steph Fagbemi slams the ball in a girls varsity squash game; senior 
Joe Rogus races down the hill in a varsity ski meet.


