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Trustees review proposed dress code

Board authorizes next phase of 2020 Vision
by Eliza Charette ’18

In a vote late last month, the 
KO Board of Trustees voted to 
authorize the contract to construct 
KO’s new Athletic Center. The 
current rink will become a multi-
use field house. This vote was a 
milestone for KO’s 2020 Vision, 
a multi-year renovation project. 

Director of Institutional 
Advancement Randy Stabile said 
the authorization of the contract 
is also an encouraging step 
toward the renovation of Conklin 
Library, the next step of the plan.

Mr. Stabile said this was a 
huge feat because the Advancement 
Office had to show that the money 
they had raised would completely 
cover the construction. Mr. Stabile 
said that KO is dedicated to not 
using operating funds for the 
project and to finishing these reno-
vations solely on gifts from donors.

To make the plan feasible  
KO has had to monitor the cost of 
different project components.“The 

architects and other members 
of this renovation have had to 
decipher what the school needed 
versus what it was they wanted 
but may be unnecessary to this 
addition,” said Mr. Stabile. 

Mr. Stabile said that a high-
light of the new athletic center is the 
flooring. He said the material will 
be of the highest quality and will 
be suited for tennis, but will also 
support volleyball and basketball. 

To research potential 
flooring options, Head Girls 
Tennis Coach Ronald Garcia and 
Director of Athletics Debbie Fiske 
traveled to other schools to iden-
tify the best quality material for 
installation in the new field house.

S i n c e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n , 
students have expressed excite-
ment about the new facilities.

“I am excited for the change 
in this school, and I think it’s great 
that...teams will benefit from the 
renovation,” said sophomore 
Keegan Toland. “I think it will 
be beneficial that the school is 

progressing athletically, consid-
ering the fact that a majority 
of the students are involved 
[in athletics],” said Keegan. 

The construction is begin-
ning in July and expected to be 
finished by February. No delays 
in construction are expected, 
despite the exposure of the 
foundation of the current area. 

Engineers  have  even 
run tests on the area to prevent 

any delays during the building 
process. Mr. Stabilie said that 
the main goal is to finish the 
renovation by the spring season. 

The  nex t  p ro jec t  i n 
this process will be the reno-
vation of Conklin Library. 

However, the plans of this 
are still in the preliminary stages. 
This is largely due to the fact that 
only 50 percent of the money 
needed for the new field house 

has been raised. The remainder is 
projected to be raised by the end 
of February when the construc-
tion is expected to be completed.  

O n c e  t h e  c o n s t r u c -
tion of the new field house 
begins, the architects will start 
drafting plans for the library, 

S t u d e n t s  s a i d  t h e y 
a re  a l so  exc i t ed  fo r  the 
renovation of  the l ibrary. 

“As of right now, the library 
is the perfect place to study and 
get work done,” said sopho-
more Skylar Barron. “I can’t 
even imagine how great it will 
be once all the renovations and 
plans are completed,” she said.

While students are looking 
forward to using the completed 
athletic center and library, some 
expressed concern that the reno-
vations will not be completed 
in time for them to enjoy. 

The Advancement Office 
assures students that they are 
putting their best effort to get reno-
vations done as soon as possible. 

by Grace Amell ’17

After a year of debate and 
discussion, a new dress code for 
the 2016-2017 school year has 
been proposed to Kingswood 
Oxford’s Board of Trustees. 

The proposed dress code, 
the first major change in the code 
since 1991, would be gender 
neutral and is intended to promote 
equality for all KO students.

 In addition, the dress 
code has  been s impl i f ied 
to provide clear guidelines 
that specify what clothing is 
allowed, as opposed to listing 
the items that are not permitted.

The Board of Trustees 
was presented with a proposal 
that was split into three sections: 
bottoms, tops, and dress-up days.

In the “bottoms” section, 
the proposal allows pants, 
shorts (in September and May), 
skirts and dresses no shorter 

than mid-thigh, and speci-
fies that denim is not allowed.

The “tops” section states 
that  s tudents  may wear a 
collared shirt, blouse, or sweater 
or a non-collared shirt with 

a vest, sweater, or cardigan. 
Students may not wear 

graphic t-shirts or athletic clothing, 
including baseball hats, sweat-
shirts, sport sandals, sweatpants, 
and yoga pants. Ties are optional.

In the “dress-up days” 
section, the  clothing options 
are slightly more formal. Attire 
on dress-up days includes 
dress pants or a skirt, a collared 
dress shirt and blazer, a dress, 
or traditional cultural apparel. 

Dress shoes are required, 
sneakers are not permitted, 
and t ies  remain opt ional .

The proposed dress code 
also includes a section about 
the spirit of the dress code. 

This section maintains that 
the goal of KO’s dress code is 
to assure that all students come 
to campus each day dressed in 
a neat and appropriate manner. 

It notes that dress can 
be an expression of individu-
ality, but should also reflect a 
student’s role as a learner and 
participant in the community. 

This section also explains 
that the “spirit” of the dress 
code is not open to debate, and 

that students, parents, and KO 
must work together to uphold it.

Assistant Head of School for 
Student Life Carolyn McKee said 
that the form deans and adminis-
trators who originally designed the 
proposed new dress code had two 
goals: to make a dress code that 
was equal to all and gender neutral.

She noted that in September, 
Head of School Dennis Bisgaard 
charged the form deans to assess the 
dress code and then improve it to 
make it more equitable and simpler.

Ms.  McKee said that 
they added more criteria for the 
new dress code once they had 
begun research at other schools. 

“Soon after we started 
looking at [the dress code] a lot of 
schools with new gender neutral 
dress codes came into the mix,” she 
said. “We decided to make [gender 
neutrality] one of our goals, too.” 

Head of School Dennis Bisgaard and Director of Athletics Debbie Fiske help 
trustees break ground for the new field house. Photo by Michelle Murphy. 

Girls track 
and field wins 
New Englands

Page 28

Is mental 
illness 

trivialized?
Page 5

Students run 
Shakespeare’s 
Twelfth Night 

Page 13

Beloved
teachers say 

farewell to KO
Pages 15-18

Students 
branch out 
for college

Page 21

Continued on Page 6. 

Juniors Grace Amell and Alec Rossi, left, are following the proposed daily 
dress code. Juniors Emilie Sienko and Jeffrey Baker, right, are dressed in 
line-- with the proposed dress-up day guidelines. Photo by Shelby Fairchild 
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Feder inspires graduates to say ‘Yes’
by Grace Amell ’17

In his commencement 
address this morning, math and 
creative arts teacher Joshua 
Feder spoke to the Class of 
2016. His message centered on 
the power of the word “yes.”

Mr. Feder, who began 
teaching at KO in 2013, was elected 
by the members of the senior class 
to be the commencement speaker. 

Mr. Feder said he was 
excited and honored to have been 
chosen. “I had been thinking during 
my time here what I would want to 
say in a speech,” said Mr. Feder.  “I 
was thrilled when [Form Six Dean 
David] Hild let me know that I 
had been chosen,” said Mr. Feder.

In an interview prior to 
giving his speech, Mr. Feder said 
that he planned on addressing 
the idea of saying “yes” because 
he felt that the word symbol-
izes opportunity and agreement. 

“When you are presented 
with opportunities or questions, 

your response should reflect a 
willingness to experience all the 
possibilities instead of shutting 
yourself out,” he said. “This is 
how we grow – by trying some-
thing and learning from it,” he said.

During his time at KO, 
Mr. Feder has got to know the 
Class of 2016 on a very personal 
level. “I have really bonded with 
this class in particular,” he said.

Mr. Feder said his theme 
was inspired by his summer job at 
the New London Barn Playhouse 
in New Hampshire, where the 
word “yes” is a guiding principle. 

“When we are presented 
with an opportunity, we try to find 
a solution,” he said. “Lots of places 
say ‘no’ because they don’t have the 
time or money, but we try to make 
it work. It is an incredible driving 
motto and vision,” said Mr. Feder.

His speech mentioned this 
experience and related it to an 
anecdote about John Lennon, 
who attended an art exhibit that 
included a piece of art that was 

simply the word “YES.” His 
encounter with this artwork even-
tually led to his marriage with 
the artist of the piece, Yoko Ono.

Mr. Feder teaches an acting class in Blackbox. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17

On Monday, May 18, 
sophomores voted for two candi-
dates, one male one female to 
serve on the school’s Citizenship 
Committee (CitCo). This year the 
spots were awarded to sophomores 
Skylar Barron and Prithvi Gunturu.

Sophomores who wanted 
to run for the position wrote an 
essay explaining to others why 
they felt the position was impor-
tant and why they would be a 
good representative for the class. 

“I think that it is important 
to have kids representing their 
peers because they have a fresher 
understanding of the situation and 
I would love to give back and serve 
the community by being on the 
committee,” said sophomore Abby 
Eberle who also ran for the position.

CitCo consists of a male and 
female member of both the 11th 
and 12th grades, as well as a group 
of faculty members. The committee 
is headed by Upper School History 
Department Chair Ann Serow.

The goal of CitCo is to 
involve students in the disciplinary 
process; the elected members judge 
their peers who have disobeyed 
the rules of the community. The 
inclusion of 11th and 12th grade 
representatives gives faculty 
members on CitCo the perspec-
tive of a student in high school. 

Members of CitCo said they 
agreed with this goal.“The involve-
ment of students in this committee 
allows us to have a voice and 
share our opinions regarding the 
consequences for our peers,” said 
Skylar. “This allows for a wider 
range of perspective and opin-
ions, resulting in a more fair and 
unbiased decision,” said Skylar.

When looking for a candi-
date, sophomores said they hoped 
for a fair, trustworthy and open-

Barron, Gunturu 
elected to CITCO
by Eliza Charette ’18 minded person who will decide 

what is right for the commu-
nity. “I look for a candidate who 
doesn’t pick favorites and will 
be consistent in their punish-
ment for every student,”  said 
sophomore Haley Carangelo.

The role of these repre-
sentatives is to be impartial and 
dependable. The meetings are 
confidential; the representatives 
are not allowed to talk about what 
goes on during these meetings or 
who has been reported to CitCo. 

In addition, representa-
tives must understand that this 
position is an honor and can be 
taken from them at any minute, 
if they themselves break a rule.

“We must try new 
things, or we will 
be stuck in our 
ways, rotting and 
falling behind.”

– Mr. Feder

 “I will be sure to 
bring an equitable 
opinion to the 
table.”

– Skylar Barron

Skylar said that she appreci-
ates the opportunity to serve her 
peers on CitCo. “I am honored to 
have been chosen, especially due 
to the fact that there were such a 
large number of viable candidates 
running. I will be sure to bring an 
equitable opinion to the table that 
will result in fair consequences 
for my classmates,” she said.

Prithvi said he agreed with 
Skylar. “I’m honored to be a part 
of our Citizenship Committee for 
our junior and senior years at KO,” 
he said. “As a representative of this 
committee, I will be sure to put my 
best foot forward, I will provide 
my honest and fair opinion on the 
matters at hand and I promise to 
uphold our school values,” he said. 

The Speakers’ Show-
case, held on Thursday, May 
19, in the cafeteria, was the 
second annual  Showcase .

The Speakers’ Showcase is 
an event designed to let parents 
and other interested students see 
what the Forensic Union does and 
give student speakers a chance 
to perform speeches they have 
prepared throughout the year. 

Club leaders said they 
hope the event will  build 
greater interest in the Forensic 
Union and lead to more people 
want ing  to  ge t  involved .

Interviewed before the event, 
senior Mark Sheehan said, “Student 
speakers deliver after-dinner and 
persuasive speeches they have 
prepared throughout the year, 
and the Forensic Union officers – 
Evan Kelmar, Ahmad Chughtai, 
Joanna Williams, and myself – 
will have a demonstration debate 
round to show parents and others 
how debate works,” said Mark. 

The debates are often 
comical as officers debated 
the resolution ‘This House 
prefers Hogwarts to Harvard’.

Forensic Union Faculty 
Advisor and Upper School English 
Teacher Sarah Whalen said it’s fun 
for speakers to demonstrate their 
skills to others. “We show the best 
of the best, and Forensic Union 
happens behind closed doors, so 
this is more public and is also for 
the parents,” said Ms. Whalen. 

Juniors Connor O'Loughlin, 
Shelby Fairchild and sophomore 
David Marattolo delivered after-
dinner speeches, and juniors 
Adam Kim and Noah Stanton 
and sophomore Apara Kashyap 
delivered interpretive readings. 

A p a r a ' s  i n t e r p r e t i v e 
reading was the same one 
with which she won Speakers’ 
Forum earlier this year.  

Noah also delivered the 
interpretive reading that  she 
preformed during last year’s 
speakers’ forum.  “I think the 
Speaker’s showcase is a really 

great way for the Forensic Union 
to get some exposure,” said Noah.

Noah also said that  she hopes  
that more students will attend the 
Speakers’   Forum in the future.

J u n i o r  S a s h a  B a s h 
s a i d  s h e  w a s  u n a b l e  t o 
attend the Speakers’ Forum.  
“I really wanted to attend because  
I believe it is important to support  
groups on campus, however I 
had prior obligations,” she said.

Each year, roughly 70 
students participate in Forensic 
Union. This means they come to 
weekly meetings and observe, dare 
to face off against a classmate in 
a small setting (with a bobble-
head prize on the line), compete 
in local, national or interna-
tional debates, or compete at the 
World Debate Championships.

Retired English teacher 
and founder of the Forensic 
Union Robert Googins said 
that the purpose of Forensic 
union is to increase student 
interest in public speaking.  

by Jeffrey Baker ’17

Speakers show off skills 
at second annual showcase

Congrats to Speaker’s Forum Winners:
Aparajita Kashyap (1st place),  Olivia Rossi 
(2nd place), Phoebe Taylor (3rd place), Abby 
Eberle (4th place), and Mark Place (5th place)

Mr. Feder went on to 
mention that, with the evolving 
world, new points of view are 
prevalent in everyday life. “We 
must try new things, or we will 
be stuck in our ways, rotting and 
falling behind,” he said. “Change 
can be scary…but guess what? 
You won’t know if the next step 
is right or wrong until you try it.” 

He added that when a person 
changes, he or she must embrace 
the difference. “Say ‘yes’ and you 
can experience all the joy of being 
on that journey,” he said. “You 
can only grow by embracing it, 
trying it, and learning from it.”

Mr. Feder’s speech ended 
with an encouraging charge 
to the Class of 2016: “As you 
all go out into the world … I 
charge you to be YES people… 

Jack Barry, 
SGA President
Emilie Sienko, 
Treasurer
Laura Polley, 
Secretary

Class of 2019

Josh Leshem, 
President
Dan Carroll , 
Vice President

Class of 2018

Noah Gibson, 
President
Abby Eberle, 
Vice President

Class of 2017

Adam Kim, 
President
Josh Bobruff, 
Vice President

Student Government Election Results

Embrace the journey, do some-
thing new, and when presented 
with a challenge, a question, 
or an opportunity, say YES.”

Mr. Feder’s commence-
ment address marks his last 
experience as a teacher at KO.

Mr. Feder plans to apply 
for a master ’s program in 
directoring this September. 
He will also go on a cross-
country road trip this summer. 



2 FRIDAY
May 27, 2016 News Editorials FRIDAY

                                            May 27, 2016 3

KO News Editors 2016 – 2017
Editor-in-Chief
Noah Stanton

News Editor
Grace Amell

Associate News Editors
Eliza Charette
Adam Ovian

Benjamin Small

Features Editor
Isabel Kaufman

Associate Features 
Editors

Vivian Goldstein
Neil Hemnani
Olivia Rossi

Emma Smith

Arts Editor
Tara Kilkenny

Associate Arts Editors
Jacob Brown

Gabrielle Ruban

Sports Editor
Ryan Albanesi

Associate Sports Editors
Will Gitlin

Michael Loughran
Ben Putterman

Kyle Zimmerman

Opinions Editor 
Aparajita Kashyap

Associate Opinions 
Editors

Jack Antico
John Ezzo

Managing Editor 
for News, Sports and 

Investigative Journalism
Alec Rossi

Managing Editor 
for Features, Arts 

and Opinions 
Sasha Bash

Photography Editor
Shelby Fairchild

Associate Photography 
Editors

Angie DeLucia
Ali Meizels

Investigative 
Journalism Editor 

Carolyn McCusker

Technical Editor
Dhruv Sheth

Cartoonists
Jack Barry

Thomas Betts

The editorials below represent the collective 
opinion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Noah Stanton, Alec Rossi, Sasha 
Bash, Grace Amell, Ryan Albanesi, Carolyn 
McCusker, Isabel Kaufman, Tara Kilkenny and 
Aparajita Kashyap.

Associate Investigative 
Journalism Editor 

Hannah Bash

Exams are rolling around and so 
is the stress. Is part of this stress due to a 
quick review week? Many students at KO 
do not have a lot of experience with exams, 
in part because we do not have midterms 
(and we are by no means saying we 
should). For freshmen, these are their first 
exams ever in the Upper School. Because 
of this, it can be overwhelming trying to 
study a semester’s worth of material. As 
a result, review should start earlier than 
just the week before exams. Even if it is 
not actually “review week,” teachers can 
begin to prepare their students for finals. 

For example, some teachers put 
optional review questions on assign-
ment sheets with the daily homework. 

This encourages students to take a look 
at past material so it is not a total surprise 
during review week. Even just getting 
familiar with older material is good because 
it will not be as stressful right before exams. 
This method could be especially effective 
for math or science classes where there 
might be a lot of units covered on the exam.

Furthermore, some teachers give 
review quizzes periodically. These 

quizzes cover all material that has already 
been tested on (for either the year or the 
semester, depending on the class). While 
this might seem bad, the quizzes are 
worth a low value and are only three ques-
tions. Therefore, it does not add any addi-
tional stress to the class and ensures that 
students still remember older material. 

These strategies do not necessarily 
apply to English classes; however, English 
classes could start preparing in advance 
by thinking about connections between 
past books they read during the semester 
and the current book. This will get people 
to start thinking about older books in 
advance and looking at the commonalities 
that exists within a year’s worth of texts. 

Overall, these are just some possibili-
ties to try and make review week seem a little 
less daunting. If students are already famil-
iarizing themselves with the material before 
review week, it will leave more time in review 
week to effectively go through the material.

The KO News staff wishes all 
students, both new and old, good 
luck on their exams. Remember to 
breathe and  have faith in your efforts.

 Cherish your KO habits
With the arrival of graduation, 

a new group of KO alumni will be 
faced with the challenges of adapting 
to the real world. Thrust into adult-
hood, the class of 2016 will be forced 
to make decisions with consequences. 

Having the ability to make choices 
–  where you go to college, your major, 
a potential career path – is daunting and 
often the first decision made without 
the consultation of authority figures.

Despite the challenges posed by 
maturation, KO graduates are capable of 
advocating for themselves, exploring new 
opportunities, and learning with the motive 
of curiosity rather than tangible gain. 

In the midst of all of these changes, 
one must remember where they came from. 
It is imperative to never forgot the lessons 
taught from the start of childhood to the 
last words of the commencement speaker.

By continuing to act in ways 
congruent with KO’s core values, success 

in an ever-evolving world is  attainable. 
Remembering to “demonstrate 

honesty, integrity and respect” is vital 
to establishing connections both within 
the personal  and professional sphere. 

“[Caring] beyond self” allows one 
to  act ethically and make decisions that 
take into account society as a whole.

 While these statements may now 
seem corny or  merely pedantic mantras 
in the handbook, following the guidelines 
estbalished for success at KO will translate to 
great personal and occupational satifaction.

As the seniors spend their final 
days on  campus, it is important that 
everyone remembers the values and 
habits they established while KO students.

 In times of doubt or uncertainty, 
reliance on  models of character will   
provide the greatest chance for success.

Despite changes in age or setting, 
remember to act with your mind, 
heart, and with your KO education.

Practice makes perfect: 
Reviewing before exams

A Wyvern’s Tale

Graduation is one of the few days 
of the year that’s riddled with age-old 
school traditions. Seniors glide down the 
aisles of the Green, girls donning white 
dresses and red roses as in in the days 
of Oxford, while boys sport crimson 
ties to represent their Kingswood roots. 

The entire KO community comes 
together to watch our oldest students 
receive their diplomas, signifying their 
advancement onto bigger and better 
things, yet for those of us left behind, the 
daunting question remains: What’s next?

For me, the scariest moment happens 
before the ceremony even begins, when all 
students from Upper Prep to Form Six gather 
in Roberts Theater to prepare for the big day. 

After speeches are given and 
the seniors are dismissed, each grade 
takes its new place in the auditorium 
seating arrangement to symbolize 
their new positions within the school. 

The moment is really quite dramatic, 
and it’s come to mean a lot to me over the 
course of my past six years here. Although 
I’m only walking a few feet to sit down 
in a slightly different area, I always feel 
as if everything changes, because it does. 
No matter what form you’re in, no matter 
how old you are, you will always hold 
your head a little higher as you leave that 
assembly, and this year was no exception.

Moving from the junior to the senior 
seats was a really big moment. I’ve been 
watching it happen for years and years 
without truly knowing what it meant, but now 
that I’ve experienced it firsthand, I realize just 
how important this transition is for everyone. 

As we move up in seats, we move 
up in rank, and in doing so we take on a 
greater leadership responsibility. New 
seventh-graders are no longer the youngest; 
new eighth-graders become the leaders 
of the Middle School; new freshmen 
start a fresh page of their academic 
lives; new sophomores are expected to 
become more self-sufficient; new juniors 
are finally upperclassmen; new seniors 
become the leaders of the Upper School. 

Every student is given an incredibly 
different role within the community, and 
looking forward into next year, it’s important 
to embrace these changes as much as we can.

So, in the way of this assembly tradition, 
I would like to share a few words of advice 
in how we, as a KO community, can fulfill 
our new positions as best as we possibly can. 

To the incoming Form One class: in 
many ways, your lives will change a lot 

next year. Teachers won’t be there to hold 
your hands anymore, and you’ll have to 
navigate your classes on your own, which 
can be pretty scary. However, make sure 
to look out for the new sixth-graders, 
the babies of the school, and help them 
in any way you can; after all, you know 
what it feels like to start somewhere new.

To the incoming Form Two class: 
you’re on top of the Middle School! 
This role is really, really, fun, but just 
remember that it can also be incredibly 
rewarding. It’s your job to lead the sixth 
and seventh grades, so make sure to set 
a good example. They look up to you.

To the incoming Form Three class: 
welcome to the Upper School! You can 
expect a lot more work next year, but also a 
lot more independence. You’ll be given the 
wonderful gifts of free periods, customized 
schedules, and a shorter school day, so it’ll 
be really important for you to find a balance 
between your academic and your social 
lives. It may get tough at times, but always 
keep your heads up; you’ll get through it.

To the incoming Form Four class: as the 
barrier between the upperclassmen and the 
freshmen, it’s going to be your job to connect 
the Upper School. Try your best to reach out 
to everyone that you can, and enjoy every 
moment possible before junior year begins. 

To the incoming Form Five class: 
welcome to the busiest year of your lives. 
College prep, standardized tests, and AP 
exams are all in your near future, so the only 
piece of advice I can give you is to manage 
your time well. I know that it’s going to be 
hard, but try not to get too caught up in the 
whirlwind of work; do your best, but don’t 
put yourself into overdrive. Take time to 
keep doing the little things that you enjoy, 
because they’re all that’ll keep you sane.

And to the incoming Form Six 
class: the Upper School is ours now. We 
can either leave it to figure everything out 
itself, or we can reach out and nurture it, 
mold it, lead it. The dynamic of next year 
is entirely dependent on our behavior, so 
now it’s our responsibility to choose how 
we want to act. I’m so excited to see all 
of the good that we’ll do for the school 
over the course of the next 12 months!

To the class of 2016: Congratu-
lations on surviving. You made it! We 
all look up to you as inspirations, and 
know that we will be here on campus to 
support you whenever, if ever, you need it.

I would like to thank anyone 
reading this issue for taking the time 
to do so, and from the entire KO News 
staff, we wish you all a great summer!

by Noah Stanton ’17

Taking a good 
lead into 2017
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Energy and enthusiasm 
of students is extraordinary
by Sarah Whalen

Tonight, as I watched Emma 
Cowper’s beautifully conceived 
and truly funny version of “Twelfth 
Night,” I was absolutely tickled, 
not just by Zack Waskowicz’s 
fuss with an overstuffed golf bag 
or Mark Sheehan’s drunken antics, 
or even Evan Kelmar and Nic 
Bisgaard’s rhythmic and ridiculous 
spoken word; instead, I was tickled 
by the clear example of genuine, 
authentic enthusiasm I witnessed. 

I kept pinching myself as I 
remembered there was no teacher 
telling Emma what to do and 
when to do it. She was not getting 
paid for this. She was not even 
expecting a grade at the end of this 
journey (or maybe she is, in which 
case, whoever’s in charge, give her 
an A, for the love of god!). Instead, 
Emma chose to execute her own 
vision on her own time and worked 
hard to get it done. She wasn’t the 

only enthusiastic one involved in 
the project; her cast also worked 
tirelessly throughout the process. 
My advisees Shelby Fairchild and 
Tim Bucknam ran their lines during 
every free moment they could find. 

I often found the cast 
traversing the steps of Alumni 
Hall and practicing their staging 
in all kinds of weather, sometimes 
in complete darkness, and once (I 
think) in the rain. The reward for 
them was simply: fun (learning 
Shakespeare was just an added 
bonus). Enthusiasm, authentic 
engagement, and fun were at the 
heart of this very successful project. 

When I got home from 
Emma’s show, I got a text from my 
advisee, Julia Goldsmith, who is 
making some of her famous cookies 
for me to bring to my family’s 
Memorial Day gathering in Long 
Island. She asked me what kinds of 
cookies I was looking for, to which 
I responded “anything summery!” 

I was honestly hoping for a 
few brightly colored circles over 
which my family could “ooh” and 
“aah” and then eat. Instead, Julia 
sent me a collection of about 25 
different ideas she had, everything 
from brightly colored blue whale 
cookies to flip flops, beach balls, 
and bikini cookies. Julia is another 
example of a student who, without 
being prompted, has chosen to 
go above and beyond the call of 
duty. Julia chose the challenge for 
herself, and her enthusiasm and 
willingness to try something new 
is what will make her successful. 

When I think about it, I 
realize I see this kind of enthu-
siasm from students all the time: 
the Forensic Union kids spend 
their Sundays embroiled in Parlia-
mentary Extemporaneous debate; 
the football players spend time 
over the course of the summer 
training; students write poetry and 
fiction to submit to Epic; oh, and 

David Marottolo gave up his PLB 
to play an ORGAN CONCERT. 

In fact, as I write this, there 
is someone playing the bagpipes 
on the street downstairs outside of 
my window. They aren’t particu-

Her enthusiasm 
and willingness to 
try something new 
is what will make 
her successful. 
larly good, but gosh darn, they’re 
certainly trying! And no one is 
listening (except me, it seems). 
No one is applauding. No one is 
requesting that they play “A Call 
to Arms” one more time. And yet, 
the little bagpiper just continues 
to play. Because they want to. 
Because they feel compelled. 

Because, perhaps, they want to 
prove to themselves that they can. 
Like Julia, like Emma, like David, 
like the football players and the 
speech writers and the poets, this 
bagpiper just wants the opportu-
nity to share with the world the 
thing that excites them the most. 

I would love to find a 
way to inspire this kind of 
learning in the classroom; the 
kind that comes from within. 
I imagine I’ll spend my whole 
career finding ways to do this; I 
certainly haven’t figured it out yet. 

Until I do, I will continue to 
soak up the little opportunities that 
present themselves along the way, 
and applaud, applaud, applaud all 
of the engaged, authentic, enthu-
siastic learners (and directors, and 
bagpipers, and bakers, and organ 
players) I’m lucky enough to meet.

Advice Column
Question: How do you deal with situations 

where you feel as though you’ve been sacrificing 
your own well-being too much for the sake 

of your friends? 
by Chastity  Rodriguez 

Sarah Whalen teaches English at 
the Upper School. 

So, first forgive your-
self fast for putting yourself 
last, dear One!  And then 
get ready to set new bound-
aries with your friends! 

What are those, you ask? 
Boundaries are your values 
and are representative of how 
much or little you respect your-
self. In order to set healthy 
boundaries, you need to know 
what your core values are. 

The good news is you’re 
figuring out that answer right 
now, every day. Even better? 
Friendships are wonderful labo-
ratories that can help bring into 
stark relief what your values are. 

For example, I spend 
my workdays listening to and 
giving wise counsel to students, 
my peers, and my son, so from 
Monday through Friday I am 
absolutely unavailable to my 
friends if they need my profes-
sional perspective. I need that 
downtime to recharge for the 
next work day and my friends 
understand and appreciate my 
boundary . . . and wait until the 
weekends to blow up my phone!!  

It’s important to note that 
this boundary is not about my 
friends; it’s entirely about me. 
When I communicated this 
boundary to my friends, I made 
sure they understood that it is 
in place to protect my spirit and 
isn’t about avoiding them or 
distancing myself from them. 

But what if your friends 

don’t respect your boundary? 
The one you communicated 
to them clearly and lovingly 
and from a place of power? 

It’s easier to know how to 
respond to a boundary break if 
we decide in advance what the 
consequences will be, and the 
best way to figure that out is 
by sitting quietly with yourself 
and making this all about you. 

In other words, do not 
worry about your friends’ 
feelings when you are setting 
and maintaining boundaries. 
Continuing with my example: 
If a friend calls me repeatedly 
during the time they know I’m 
unavailable, I simply don’t 
pick up. They know the deal. 

If that sounds harsh to 
you, remember this: Friends 
will understand. And if they 
don’t, perhaps your relation-
ship isn’t mutually nutritive. 
And if that’s the case, then 
watch closely because you are 
about to experience one of my 
favorite side effects of setting 
and maintaining boundaries: the 
wheat will for sure be separated 
from the chaff in your life!! 

Ideally, talking to your 
friends about your boundaries 
will impact you both for the 
better.  As Carl Jung said, “The 
meeting of two personalities is 
like the contact of two chemical 
substances: If there is any reac-
tion, both are transformed.”

Ms. Rodriguez is the Upper 
School counselor  at KO. 

Age-old advice for 
graduating seniors
by David Marottolo ’18

At this point, the school year 
is beginning to wrap up. As classes 
meet for the final few times, gradu-
ation begins to loom ever larger on 
the horizon. In light of the swift 
approach of commencement, I 
thought that I would write a more 
light-hearted article and take a 
look at some common advice 
given to seniors on graduation.

First: Be yourself/know 
yourself. According to the well-
known politician Gabrielle 
Giffords, “You cannot authenti-

cally live anyone’s life but your 
own. That is the deal life offers us.” 
So much of school is spent discov-
ering who you are; now is the time 
to begin using that knowledge. 

Second: Make your own 
future/have big dreams. There 
is (quite literally) no limit to the 
possibilities in store for you next 
year. Whether you’re a graduating 
senior or an upcoming freshman, 
now is the time to start planning 
for the future that you wish to see. 
After all, it’s only by pursuing 

Continued on page 5

“You cannot 
authentically live 
anyone’s life but 
your own. That is 
the deal life offers 
us.”

– Gabrielle 
Giffords

Cartoon by Jack Antico ’17
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Tracking trends: increasing use 
of mental illnesses in conversation

“This is so depressing.” 
“Don’t be so OCD.” “I liter-
ally just had a panic attack over 
this.” These, and other similar 
phrases, are all things that I have 
heard quite often around campus. 

Something that is very 
prevalent in today’s society, espe-
cially among teenagers, is the 
causal self-diagnosis of mental 
illness. Unless you are exceed-
ingly careful and/or resilient to 
picking up vocabulary that you 
hear everywhere, chances are that 
you may have said something like 
this. (I know that I sure have.) 

On the surface, it is not 
something that seems bad; often-
times, you don’t even register the 
distinction when someone refer-
ences a mental illness in everyday 
conversation. In common English, 

“depressed” now means the same 
thing as “sad,” and “having a panic 
attack” means being worried or 
stressed out about something. 

The difference is that 
sadness is a normal human 
emotion. People feel sad, and, 
while it is not a great feeling, they 
cheer up and the sadness goes 

away. Depression, on the other 
hand, is an illness for which one 
of the many symptoms is sadness. 

Similarly, as high school 
students with a lot on our plates, 
we tend not to accurately distin-
guish between panic attacks and 
general, everyday stress. There 
are going to be huge tests that 
you are worried about failing, or 
those papers that might not get 
done on time. However, this is 
entirely different from having 
“a panic attack,” which is a clin-
ical term for a medical episode, 
or being clinically depressed. 

As a high school student 
who is not really qualified to talk 
about this, I cannot give you a 
precise definition of depression 
or tell you exactly what a panic 
attack feels like, but I urge you to 
talk to an adult who knows what 
they are talking about, whether you 

by Aparajita Kashyap ’18 want to learn more or you think 
that you might be experiencing 
a mental illness. (Ms. Rodri-
guez is a great person to talk to.)

Now, why is is the misuse of 
terms like “OCD” and “anxiety” 
harmful? To begin with, it trivial-
izes the illness and changes the 
associations people have with the 
words. If we as a society asso-
ciate being depressed only with 
being “sad,” we will view depres-
sion as something that is easily 
surmountable and something that 
will go away in a little while. 

However, this is very much 
not the case. If a person has a 
mental illness, society should 
take their symptoms seriously, 
and not just tell them to “suck 
it up” because it is something 
that “everyone experiences.” 

As we hear these words 
more often, we become desen-

sitized to them and start taking 
mental illness less seriously.

Furthermore, we already 
have a word for “sad” (the 
word is “sad”). If we make 
the word “depressed” mean 
“sad,” what word are we going 
to have left to describe the 
feeling of clinical depression?

In conclusion, I know that 
this article is unlikely to change 
much. This problem is not just 
at KO; it is a national (and even 
international) shift in vernacular 
that a kid at some prep school 
will not really be able to change. 

However, I hope that this 
article brought to your attention a 
problem that you can be mindful 
of in the future. I would like to 
urge you to think twice before 
casually throwing words associ-
ated with mental illness into a 
completely unrelated situation. 

Dirty dishes 
of lunch duty

Cartoon by Tom Betts ’19

by Jack Antico ’17

Tell me this isn’t familiar: 
You sit down at a messy lunch 
table, and a teacher on lunch duty 
comes over the next second and 
tells you to clean up the mess, 
even though you didn’t do it. 
Usually, you grudgingly help 
clean up the mess, and maybe 
the teacher helps a little too. No?

Maybe it’s just me, but this 
seems to happen all the time. This 
is the problem with the lunch duty 
system: Teachers and students are 
forced to clean up even though 
they didn’t do anything wrong. 

Students are taught that, 
if they are clever, the rules don’t 
apply to them, and the already 
busy students, teachers and kitchen 
staff are forced to work harder.

The most fundamental 
flaw of the system is that it 
punishes law-abiding citizens 
while rewarding rule-breakers, 
which is really the nicest word 
to describe people that do this. 

The current lunch duty 
system is solid, but I think it 
could be improved. The way 
the current lunch duty system 
works is that teachers are sched-
uled for lunch duty once every 
every couple of weeks. Teachers 
perform lunch duty in pairs. 
This is also a problem because 
teachers are expected to police the 
entire cafeteria when hundreds of 
students are eating lunch at a time. 

It’s just not fair to ask 
a teacher to keep track of 50 
students at one time, and then 
clean up after them when they 
inevitably fail, especially when 
they didn’t even make the mess.

I t’s  also unfair  when 
teachers ask students who didn’t 

do anything wrong to help clean 
up the mess (and annoying when 
teachers ask students to make 
sure they clean up when they’re 
in the middle of talking at lunch). 
The system is just not effective. 

Other students seem to 
agree. “Some people care but 
some people don’t. Students 

can exhibit  disrespect  for 
teachers,” said junior Alec Rossi. 

Here is my solution. Teachers 
would still be on lunch duty, but if 
they catch someone leaving their 
dishes behind, the student is given 
lunch duty for a week, meaning 
that the student would have to give 
up the lunch period that they do not 
use (Lunch 1 for underclassmen, 
Lunch 2 for upperclassmen), and 
the last 10 minutes of their lunch 
period for the rest of the week. 

Also, instead of giving 
students detentions after school, 
(which usually result in students 
being late to important after-school 
commitments), give the student 
lunch duty for a week. And, if 
students stopped getting caught 
with leaving a mess, teachers 
could go back to it and it wouldn’t 
be as bad because everbody 
would clean up after themselves.

The most funda-
mental flaw is that 
it punishes law-
abiding citizens 
while rewarding 
rule-breakers.

Words of wisdom for 
our graduating class
Continued from page 4

a goal you truly care about that 
you will grow as an individual. 

Third: Remain curious. 
As the comedian Carol Burnett 
once said, “We don’t stop going 
to school when we graduate.” 
Learning is a part of life, and 
it’s something that you’ll always 
be involved in. The purpose of 
school is merely to show you 
how. So it may seem redun-
dant, but retain your curiosity. 

Fourth: Don’t be afraid of 
failure. This is touted very often 
as key graduation advice. In fact, 
it’s become somewhat cliché. But, 
it has incredible value to it – as so 
many teachers know, the mistakes 

This is all advice 
that you will test 
the validity of in 
the next several 
years. It’s up to 
all of you to deter-
mine how much of 
it applies to you.
we make are the things we regret 
the most, but need the most as well. 

I’ve kept my comments brief, 

because you will hear this advice 
many times in the next week, and 
I am no expert on these subjects. 

Most important, I keep this 
short because this is all advice 
that you will test the validity 
of in the next several years. It’s 
up to all of you to determine 
how much of it applies to you. 

I’d like to close this article, 
and this school year, with a 
quote from former NBC News 
anchorman Tom Brokaw: “You 
are educated – your certification 
is in your diploma. You might 
think of it as the ticket to the 
good life. Let me ask you to think 
of an alternative: Think of it as 
your ticket to change the world.”

As we hear these 
words more often, 
we become desen-
sitized to them 
and start taking 
mental illness less 
seriously.
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by Kate Betts ’16

Tradition: Keeping up with change
When I first applied for 

an editorship on the KO News, 
the big idea I pushed was to 
make the KO News go digital. 

Caught up in my desire to 
have more of the student body 
actually read the articles their 
peers worked so hard to write, as 
well as my conviction that people 
my age wouldn’t pay attention 
to anything that didn’t come on 
a screen, I argued time and time 
again that the newspaper I loved 
so much would never survive if 
we didn’t change with the times.

The only headway I ever 
made in this quest was to have 
PDF copies of the paper available 
on the student portal – not quite 
the website and social media push 
I had in mind, but progress none-
theless. However, the first time 
I read an edition online before 
reading the print version, I found 
the experience to be wildly unful-

filling: something about struggling 
to hold open those large, cumber-
some pages and to read that tiny 
text was what made my hard work 
creating the newspaper feel like 
a real, tangible accomplishment.

Therefore, I argue that 
there is an importance in the 
continued fight to preserve print 
media in this digital age we live 
in, and with that, an importance 
in the preservation of tradition 
in our rapidly changing world.

This, of course, is not to 
say that adaptation and change 
are not vitally important to 
forward progress, but rather that 
in looking to future success, we 
shouldn’t blind ourselves to the 
successes of the past, nor should 
we allow change to happen too 
quickly for fear of forgetting 
just where we’ve come from.

Something I’ve learned to 
trust implicitly this year in PoliSci 
is the brilliance of James Madison, 
and some of the many safeguards 

he built into the design of our 
governmental system were meant 
to prevent any legislation from 
passing too quickly, to prevent 
lawmakers from getting caught 
up in a frenzy and failing to reflect 
on the implications of their actions.

Maybe it’s impending-
graduation-induced nostalgia, but 
I can’t help feeling saddened by 
all the things that have changed 
during my time here, and that 
will change soon after I leave. I 
feel that this school’s adminis-
tration faces a lot of pressure to 
keep up with the times, and, with 
no Madisonian checks on their 
actions, has a tendency to make 
these leaps forward sometimes at 
the expense of some good things.

Attempting to make the 
dress code more inclusive, altering 
the schedule to be more like those 
at other private schools, changing 
the athletic facilities to better 
accommodate the sports that have 
better track records here – all are 

entirely understandable adapta-
tions. However, I believe part of the 
reason alums and current students  
love this school is because there 
is a certain old-fashioned charm to 
attending a New England college 
prep school with brick buildings, 
sprawling grassy lawns and, yes, 
boys in ties who play hockey, 
and that oftentimes, students and 
teachers have struggled in the wake 
of logistical changes to school life.

My recommendation to 
the administration and student 
body is to address the current 
needs of the school and of the 
students without forgoing the 
ways of the past entirely, because 
I believe that doing so is vital 
to the preservation of the char-
acter and integrity of this school. 

Of course, there are excep-
tions. My English class recently 
discussed a passage in Harper 
Lee’s “Go Set a Watchman,” in 
which a character argues that the 
people in mid-1950s Alabama are 

merely frightened by how fast 
change (the Civil Rights move-
ment) is occurring, and that is what 
motivates their backlash. However, 
when people are being denied 
basic human rights and rights of 
citizenship in this country, there 
is no place for tradition in argu-
ments against it, because it is truly 
inexcusable that the preservation 
of anyone’s way of life should 
come at the cost of another’s.

So, to the administration: 
Rather than enacting blanket 
changes, accommodate your 
students’ needs by encouraging 
their use of a right to self-advo-
cate and choose the degree to 
which they would like to adhere 
to this school’s traditions. Keep up 
with educational trends, but defer 
to the faculty and students who 
have to live and learn according 
to whatever changes are made. 

In short, don’t let the 
glimmer of the future distract 
from the brilliance of the past.

Anarchy at last?
Disclaimer: This essay is a satire! 
It’s intended to show what would 
happen if someone carried the 
“small government/individual 
freedom” argument to absurdity. 

As much as we like to pride 
ourselves as being “The Land of 
the Free,” we are relatively limited 
in what freedoms we actually have, 
especially with the government 
regulating what firearms we can 
own and how fast we can drive. To 
add insult to injury, we willingly 
pay them thousands of dollars in 
taxes, which are little more than 
legal theft. Each year, so-called 
“elected” representatives pass 
new legislation to further govern-
ment involvement in the life of 
everyday people. Currently, the 
state of Connecticut is the largest 
employer in Connecticut. The only 
obvious way combat our govern-
ment’s blatant overreach of its 
boundaries is by abandoning it 
all together and living in anarchy.

The main points people 
bring up as far why we need 
government include the generic 
road and sewer argument: Basi-
cally, the government provides 
infrastructure. I think we can 
survive with a few more potholes 
and going back to using the 
great outdoors as a bathroom.  

Also, the U.S. has some of 
the worst infrastructure among 
developed countries: The Wash-
ington Post speculates that two 
trillion dollars are needed to fix 
U.S. infrastructure, and since our 
infrastructure is so weak, it’s not 
as if we will be missing too much.

The next big issue that 
comes up with this plan is protec-
tion. With complete anarchy 
there is bound to be a couple 
of murderous gangs running 
around.  There is a solution to this: 
Everyone gets a Glock 19, and the 
problem is solved!  Studies have 
shown that as more people carry 

guns crime rates decrease.  The 
Crime Prevention Research center 
has found that 11.1 million Ameri-
cans have a conceal carry permit 
and as a potential result homi-
cides have dropped 22 percent.   

Life  would be bet ter 
without government: Currency 
would become superfluous, and 
people could barter for goods 
instead. It’s much easier to carry 
around livestock and raw mate-
rials than it is to carry dirty green 
paper and annoying change.  

Hospitals would prob-
ably shut  down,  but  that 
would be a good thing because 
everyone knows that hospitals 
are just a pacifier the govern-
ment uses to make us feel safe.  

Humans should go back 
to archaic methods of healing 
like using gin as disinfec-
tant, drilling holes in people’s 
heads to relieve the pressure, 
and eating sheep stomachs.  

If you are resourceful 
enough, you can find a substitute 
for practically anything: Coal 
and gas can be substituted for 
cow dung, while stagnant pond 
water is a great replacement for 
so-called “filtered” government 
water that is packed with lead.

Standardized education 
would be a myth; instead of toying 
around with all this evolution and 
math nonsense, parents could 
teach their kids how to kill and 
skin pigs with their bare hands.

Also,  you needn’t  be 
worried about foreign inva-
sion. Which is better protection: 
expensive weapons or a group 
of nomadic barbarian people 
slowly devolving into apes? 
Foreign invaders won’t stand a 
chance against these new warriors.

Don’t lie to yourself: You’ve 
thought about this utopian lawless 
civilization before, whether you 
just didn’t want to go to work 
or when you saw that Discovery 
Channel special about that guy who 
lived in the wilderness for 20 years. 

by John Ezzo ’18
‘Calling’ all kids to 
give up their phones
by Elise Gendrich  ’19

I think it would be a pretty 
safe bet that if you are reading the 
KO News right now, you prob-
ably own a cell phone, and that 
phone is probably a smart phone. 
Have you ever thought about how 
much you are connected to it? 

Have you thought about 
how you always have access to 
it or how many things you do 
with it? It isn’t hard to see why 
when there is so much inside. My 
sister, an avid “Doctor Who” fan, 
compares it to a TARDIS: It’s a 
little box with a whole lot inside. 

Anyway, earlier this year 
my grades didn’t quite reach 
honor roll, so my parents took 
away my phone to help me 
focus better on schoolwork. 

I had my phone only for 
special events or when I had 
weird pickup times and my 
parents and I would need to be 
able to communicate quickly, 

and I have to say, I learned some 
things from those few months.

Phones really are great for 
their original purpose, which 
is communicating with friends, 
parents, and teachers. You can go 
on Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter, 
and other social media to keep up 
with your friends’ lives. They are 
also a fast and easy way to look up 
homework, fun facts, or videos to 
show your friends. If you are bored, 
your smartphone will have games, 
like the infamous Neko Atsume or 
Heads Up. They even have timers, 
maps, google drive, pictures, and 
notes; the list could go on and on. 

My point is, phones are 
really helpful and beneficial, but 
not having one made me notice 
a few things. The biggest thing 
was that I could focus on what 
was happening around me more. I 
missed fewer funny or informative 
moments because I wasn’t playing 
games or looking up “one quick 
thing” on my phone. I took more 
interest in what my friends were 
doing while we were together.

Because I could observe 
people more, I realized that we 
always have our phones. Think 
for a minute: It’s in your pocket 
or backpack all day long, and, 
while you probably don’t have 
it for sports, besides that, it’s 
always in reach. This can be 
nice in situations in which you 

Board to review dress code plan
Continued from page 1

The improvements to the 
dress code took a while to perfect. 
Ms. McKee said that they altered 
the proposal numerous times. 

“We did a lot of research in 
terms of looking at other schools,” 

she said.“For some schools, we 
looked at the rationale, and, for 
others, we looked at the specific 
requirements. You can find all types 
of dress codes, from uniforms to 
the requirement that you have to be 
covered from the neck to the knee. 
We needed to meet the girls and 

boys at an equal level of formality,” 
As of now, the dress code 

has not been approved by the 
school’s board of trustees, so 
everything is very up in the air. 
However, for whatever is decided, 
Ms. McKee said: “Enforcement 
is really going to be the key. “

My sister . . . 
compares it to  a 
TARDIS: It’s a 
little box with a 
whole lot inside. 

are alone, like waiting in a line 
or eating lunch, and you can use 
your phone to look less awkward. 
However, it can be interesting to 
talk to people around you instead. 

Don’t think that I have 
anything against phones; they 
are amazing creations, and I have 
nothing against talking to people 
online instead of in real life. It’s 
just that not having your phone 
for even a day can make you feel 
lighter or more in touch with what is 
around you. Oh, and my grades did 
improve, if you were wondering.

So my final suggestion 
would be to try, for one normal day, 
to not use your phone. Even while 
you do little things, like leaving it 
in your bag during lunch or during 
a class, see what goes down. 

And, of course, if you 
don’t have your phone with 
you, there is no worry about 
its getting broken or lost.

Not having your 
phone can make 
you feel lighter 
or more in touch 
with what is 
around you.
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KO ‘WALKS’ away with best essay

Junior Chloe Ezzo won the 
54nd annual WALKS Founda-
tion Constitution Essay Contest, 
marking the second year in 
a row that a KO student has 
won the competition. Senior 
Benjamin Waldman won last year. 

Chloe accepted the award 
as a dinner hosted by Westmin-
ster School on Tuesday, April 26.

The WALKS Foundation, 
organized in 1956, is composed of 
five independent private schools 
in Hartford County: Westmin-
ster, Avon Old Farms, Loomis 
Chaffee, Kingswood Oxford, and 
Suffield Academy, all of which 
annually rotate to host the event.  
KO was the host of 2015, and 
Westminster was the host of 2016.

In the Constitutional Essay 
Contest, U.S. history students 
from each of the five WALKS 
schools compose research papers 
exploring different aspects of the 
Constitution, and two finalists are 
selected from each school to repre-
sent them at the celebratory meal.

This year, KO finalists Chloe 
and junior Alec Rossi attended 
the dinner with Head of School 
Dennis Bisgaard and History 

Department Chair Ann Serow. 
Although the theme for 

the essay varies every year, it 
always contains both constitu-
tional and judicial elements, so 
that the research can be truly 
complex and involved. For 
instance, students often cite court 
cases as means to base their 
opinion on the issue at hand.

This year’s topic exam-
ined how personal privacy 
is or is not protected by the 
U.S. Constitution, particularly 
in the digital age regarding 
threats of domestic terrorism. 

This topic incorporated 
a broad range of sources to 
draw information from, such 

by Noah Stanton ’17

Chloe Ezzo ‘17 at the WALKS Foun-
dation. Photo by Dennis Bisgaard.

Director of Academic 
Skills Jacquelyn Rubin said 
it is crucial to get scattered 
Middle Schoolers organized.

The new “Wyverns Helping 
Wyverns” program allows well-
organized Upper School students 
to aid their Middle School peers 
by providing planning exper-
tise and time management skills.  

“It’s a way to strengthen 
our student community by having 
supportive overlap between Upper 
and Middle School students, 
which is advantageous for 
both,” said Ms. Rubin, founder 
of Wyverns Helping Wyverns.

Ms. Rubin said she fore-
sees that the initiative will have 
tremendously beneficial impacts 
on Middle Schoolers’ lives.

“The  Midd le  School 
students that I work with don’t 
really get how to organize, how 
to study and how to effectively 
manage time,” said Ms. Rubin.

She said that she imagines 
the Upper and Middle School 
students sitting side-by-side at 
a table and the older students 
guiding the younger. “I envision 
the older student saying ‘OK, 
what are you going to do next?’ 
‘Did you send your assignment 
to your teacher?’ ‘Do you need to 
print that out?’” said Ms. Rubin.

In addition to benefiting 
Middle Schoolers, the program 
also aims to give Upper School 
students new skills and expertise.  

“It’s a great opportunity for 
[older] kids,” said Ms. Rubin.  “It’s 
definitely a confidence builder. It 
shows [Upper School students] 
why their organization strategies 

by Benjamin Small  ’19

Upper Schoolers to help 
Middle Schoolers study

“I was speechless. 
I wasn’t expecting 
to win anything, 
and I felt very 
fortunate that my 
essay had been 
chosen.”

– Chloe Ezzo

After being relocated to the 
basement of Nicholson during the 
renovation of Roberts, the archives 
have just recently been reopened. 

The archives are curated 
and organized by Spanish teacher 
Brenda Semmelrock, who has 
been organizing the place-
ment and subsequent filing of 
old photographs, newspapers, 
records, clothing, and other relics.  

Mrs. Semmelrock said 
that the move to Nicholson has 
required a lot of work both on 
her part and that of the mainte-
nance staff, who transported all 
of the boxes from Roberts to an 
outside storage facility and then 
to the basement of Nicholson.

Within the new archives 
space, memorabilia is organized 
chronologically, by media type 

and the institution it is associ-
ated with. There is a room for 
Kingswood memorabilia, Oxford 
memorabilia and a room for 
Kingswood Oxford memorabilia 
after the two schools combined. 

B e f o r e  t h e  a r c h i v e s 
were moved to Nicholson 
there was not great separa-
tion between the distinct areas.

During Reunions Mrs. 
Semmelrock uses old KO 
News issues and pictures to 
create displays for alumni.

 KO alumna Mary Martin 
’77 said that the displays of 
the archives are one of her 
favorite parts of the reunion. 

“It’s fun to look at those 
pictures and share the memories 
with the classmates your with at 
the reunions,” said Ms. Martin. 

However, many current KO 
students said that they were not even 

aware of the archives’ existence. 
“Before Mrs. Semmel-

rock’s announcement I did not 
know that KO maintained a 
space for old Kingswood and 
Oxford school memorabilia,” 
said junior Matthew Rossi. 

Sophomore Eliza Charette 
said she admires Mrs. Semmelrock 
for her dedication to preserving the 
past.“Her persistence and dedica-
tion to the archives of Kingswood 
Oxford is admirable,” she said. 

Junior Grace Amell said 
she agreed with Eliza. “As 
the child of a KO alumna, it 
would be really fascinating to 
see what life was like during 
that time period,” Grace said. 

Mrs. Semmelrock said 
that students are welcome to 
tour the archives. Many alumni 
who have recently graduated 
have even visited, she said.

by Alec Rossi ’17

Remodeled school archives reopen

Mrs. Semmelrock proudly diplays the archives in its new location in Nicholson. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17

as the Fourth Amendment, the 
Patriot Act, and the inner work-
ings of the C.I.A. and N.S.A.

The selection process 
for Kingswood Oxford final-
ists is quite extensive. After the 
U.S. history students write their 
essays in the weeks before March 
break, each U.S. history teacher 
selects the top essays from his or 
her classes. The student names 
are removed from these papers, 
and they are then reviewed by 
a history teacher who has no 
students competing in the contest. 

That teacher then recom-
mends which two of the papers 

should represent KO in the event. 
Then, within the WALKS 

sphere, a guest judge reads the 
essays of each of the 10 total 
finalists (two from each school)  
and scores them individually, 
revealing his or her final deci-
sion at the end of the dinner. 

Attorney Barry Deonarine, 
who is a graduate of both Westmin-
ster and Harvard University, served 
as the guest judge and keynote 
speaker this year. “He offered 
an interesting perspective on the 
relevance of electronic surveil-
lance in the digital age,” Alec said.

The evening’s schedule 
consisted of a welcome reception 
with fruits and cheeses, followed 
by the dinner itself, and then the 
presentation of awards to final-
ists. All of the attending students 
were given the book “Playing to 
the Edge: American Intelligence 
in the Age of Terror” by Michael 
Hayden, as well as a certificate.

Chloe said that she was 
ecstatic when it was announced 
that she had placed first in the 
contest. “I was speechless,” she 
said. “I wasn’t expecting to win 
anything, and I felt very fortunate 
that my essay had been chosen.”

For incoming juniors plan-

work and it’s great leadership.”
Upper School mentors 

agreed. “I’ll definitely gain 
patience and the ability to commu-
nicate with younger people,” said 
freshman Ananya Alleyne. “I’ll 
learn how to become the teacher 
and how to teach something 
in multiple ways, if the first is 
not understood,”  said Ananya.

Currently, eight Upper 
School students have signed up 
for Wyverns Helping Wyverns, 
which counts as a “category 
C”  a th l e t i c  r equ i r emen t .  

Participating Upper School 
students will meet with Middle 
School students three times a week.

In addition to founding 
Wyverns Helping Wyverns, Ms. 
Rubin has started a program called 
“Parents Helping Parents,” which, 
she said, adheres to the same 
rationale as her other program.  

“It’s a support group and safe 
place for parents of students with 
focus problems,” Ms. Rubin said.

If intersted in the program 
students should contact Ms. Rubin.    

“It’s a way to 
strengthen our 
student commu-
nity by having 
supportive 
overlap between 
Upper and Middle 
School students.” 
 – Mrs. Rubin

Under the current Consti-
tution, mass warrantless surveil-
lance is absolutely illegal and 
all too similar to the invasive 
searches conducted under the 
Writs of Assistance. Americans’ 
electric communications should 
be protected against government 
intrusion similar to written corre-
spondence. However, woefully 
inadequate privacy legislation 
and the third-party doctrine 
are anathema to the American 
right to privacy and render it an 
utter sham. It is acceptable for a 
person’s information, whether 
that be in the form of a text, email, 
or cellphone to be searched with 
a warrant and probable cause, 
but surveillance programs give 
the government the latitude to 
search private information at 
will, needlessly undermining 
Fourth Amendment rights.  

Excerpt from Chloe’s essay: 

ning to participate in the contest 
next year, Chloe explained that 
all you can do to ensure success is 
to try your hardest in preparation, 
research, and writing of the essay.  
“I tried to write as well as other 
people have in previous years,” she 
said, “but you never really know.” 
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Shea, Kelmar win top senior awards

Continued on page 7.

Sen io r s  O l iv i a  Shea 
and Evan Kelmar won the 
school’s top citizenship awards 
at Tuesday’s Prize Assembly. 

Olivia won The Gold Seal, 
the highest citizenship award the 
school can bestow, given to a girl 
in the Sixth Form for outstanding 
qualities of character. Evan won 
The Primus Medal, presented 
by Edith Greenough Lewis and 
the highest citizenship award 
the school can bestow, given to 
that boy in the Sixth Form who 
has contributed most during the 
past year to the life of the school. 

Aw a r d s  r e c e i v e d  b y 
other students are as follows:

The Brandeis University 
Book Award for social action 
and civic engagement is given to 
a member of the Fifth Form who 
has demonstrated academic excel-
lent and a commitment to commu-
nity service – Shelby Fairchild.

The Brown University Asso-
ciated Alumni Award is given to 
that member of the Fifth Form 
who combines a high degree 
of ability in English expres-
sion with outstanding personal 
qualities – Poppy Sheehan.

The Cornell Club of Greater 
Hartford Book Award is given to 
a member of the Fifth Form who 
has shown an interest in extra-
curricular activities and school or 
community projects – Sasha Bash.

The Dartmouth Club Book 
Award is given to a member of 
the Fifth Form in recognition of 
outstanding academic and lead-
ership qualities, coupled with 
imagination, concern for others, 
and loyalty to school, family 
and friends – Emilie Sienko.

The Fairfield University 
Book Award is given to that 
member of the Fifth Form who 
combines special sensitivity 
and seriousness in scholarship 
with commitment and achieve-
ment in community affairs or 
athletics – Cassandra T-Pederson

The Harvard-Radcliffe 
Club of Northern Connecticut 
Prize is given to that member of 
the Fifth Form who combines 
excellence in scholarship with 
significant achievement in 
other fields – Noah Stanton.

The Mt. Holyoke Club Book 
Award is given to a member of 
the Fifth Form who has produced 
an outstanding academic record 
while exhibiting qualities of lead-
ership and service in the school 
community – Carolyn McCusker.

The University of Penn-
sylvania Book Award is given 
to a member of the Fifth 
Form who has demonstrated 
academic excellence and inno-
vative involvement in extracur-
ricular activities – Alec Rossi.

The St. Lawrence University 
Book Award is given to a member 
of Form 5 who has displayed a 
significant commitment to commu-
nity service – Bonnie Steinberg.

The Smith College Book 
Award is given to a woman 
member of the Fifth Form in 
recognition of academic distinc-
tion. This excellence may be 
for outstanding achievement in 

English and/or distinction in the 
liberal arts and/or special perfor-
mance in fine arts – Chloe Ezzo.

Trinity Club of Hartford 
Prize is given to a member of 
the Fifth Form who has devel-
oped and practiced a true 
interest in the principles of good 
government – Kayla Glemaud.

The Wellesley Club of Hart-
ford Prize is given to a woman 
member of the Fifth Form who 
has demonstrated intellectual 
curiosity and excellence in schol-
arship and who exemplifies the 
Wellesley motto, “non ministrari, 
sed ministrare” (not to be served, 
but to serve”) – Ambika Natarajan.

The Yale Club of Hartford 
Prize is given to a member of the 
Fifth Form in recognition of scho-
lastic achievement, leadership, 
effective teamwork and organiza-
tional abilities – Ryan Albanesi.

The Williams Memorial 
Prize for Mathematics, given in 
memory of W. O. Williams and in 
the name of F.I. Catlin ’43 and R.J. 
Catlin ’43, is given for excellence 
in mathematics to a student in the 
Upper School – Nicholas Giamalis.

The Critchfield Prize for 
Science is given by Horace E. 
Rockwell ’39 in memory of his 
classmate, Thomas R. Critch-
field, to the student who has 
performed outstandingly in 
science – Kyle McLaughlin.

The Rensselaer Prize is 
presented by Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute to the Fifth 
Form student most compe-
ten t  in  ma themat i c s  and 
science – Amanda Civitello.

The Goodman Banks 
English Prize is given to a 
student in the Upper School 
for excellence in the field of 
English – Benjamin Waldman.

The Terwilliger Prize, given 
in the name of R.C. Terwilliger 
’33, is given to a student in the 
Upper School for excellence in 
English prose – Alexa Casale. 

The Brendan Gill ’32 
Writer of Promise Award, in 
memory of the renowned writer 
and essayist, Brendan C. Gill 
’32, is given by the Gill family 
to the Upper School student who 
has shown the most interest and 
promise in developing his or 
her writing craft – Chloe Ezzo.

The Stewart Prize for Public 
Speaking is given by P.R. Stewart 
’32 to a student in the Upper 
School who is judged to be the best 
public speaker – Mark Sheehan.

The Forensic Union Award 
for Distinguished Service is 
awarded to a member of the 
Sixth Form who has excelled 
in formal debate and has served 
the Forensic Union with partic-
ular loyalty, enthusiasm and 
dedication – Evan Kelmar.

The Conklin Prize, endowed 
in honor of Mr. and Mrs. William 
P. Conklin, is given to a student 
for excellence in United States 
history – Alexandra Burke.

The William Ainsworth 
Greene Memorial Prize, given 
by his three sons, is given to that 
member of the Fifth or Sixth Form 
who has shown the greatest interest 

in international and current affairs 
– Ahmad Chughtai and Luke Mills.

The Abraham Kopplemann 
Prize, endowed by Mr. Kopple-
mann, is given to that student 
who has demonstrated interest in 
and awareness of the fundamental 
principles of democratic govern-
ment – Kendall Allerton, Sarah 
Kavalkovich and Alison Klute.

The Wyper Prize, endowed 
in the name of James Wyper Jr. 
’36 and John Wyper ’38, is given 
to an Upper School student for 
excellence in Latin – Alexa Casale, 
Shelby Fairchild and Adam Kim.

The Bissell Prize, endowed 
by Mr. Richard M. Bissell, Jr., is 
given to a student in the Upper 
School who has excelled in the study 
of French – Carolyn McCusker.

The Ernest  W. Smith 
Prize for Spanish, endowed by 
Ernest W. Smith, Jr., is given to 
a student in the Upper School 
who has excelled in the study of 
Spanish – Cassandra T-Pederson.

The Chinese Language and 
Culture Prize is given to the Upper 
School student who, during his or 
her time at Kingswood Oxford, has 
excelled in the study of Chinese, 
both by demonstrating academic 
strength in the Chinese language 
and by embracing the culture of 
China – Christopher Carangelo. 

The Mixed Chorus Award 
is given to a student in the Upper 
School for outstanding service to the 
Mixed Chorus – Robert Yirigian.

The Kingswood Oxford 
Band Award presented to the 
instrumentalist who has demon-
strated outstanding musicianship, 
leadership, and dependability as a 
member of the concert band or wind 
ensemble – Sarah Kavalkovich.

The Louis Armstrong 
Jazz Award is presented to the 
instrumentalist who has demon-
strated outstanding musician-
ship, leadership and depend-
ability as a member of the jazz 
band – Matthew Goldman.

The Nat ional  School 
Orchestra Award, given to a student 
for outstanding dedication, service 
and musical contributions to the 
orchestra – Nicholas Giamalis.

The Music Award is given 
to a boy in the Upper School 
for his outstanding musical 
abili ty – Joshua Pugliese.

The Jane Hamilton Fisk 
Award is given to a girl in the Upper 
School for her outstanding ability 
or interest in music or musical 
organizations – Lauren Barnes. 

The  Ed i th  and  Sau l 
Shulansky Performing Arts 
Award is given to that member of 
the Fifth Form judged to be the 
most accomplished performer by 
the arts faculty – Noah Hawks-
Ladds and Connor O’Laughlin.

The William A. Greene 
Memorial Prize for Dramatics is 
given to that student in the Sixth 
Form who has contributed most 
to the Dramatic Society – Emma 
Cowper and Hayley Eicher.

The Technical Theater Award 
is given to a member of the gradu-
ating class who has demonstrated 
talent, dedication, and a thirst for 
knowledge in the support of the 

performing arts – Ahmad Chughtai.
The Eli Udolf Art Award is 

given by Mr. and Mrs. Leonard 
Udolf in memory of his father, 
Mr. Eli Udolf, to that student 
in the Sixth Form whose port-
folio of work demonstrates 
creativity approaching profes-
sional caliber – Brittany Schwartz.

The C. Francis Beatty, 
Jr. Photography Award is given 
to a student for excellence in 
photography during the current 
school year – Alexandra Zilahy.

The Robert A. Lazear Award 
is given to a senior girl who by 
her example and dedication has 
contributed the most to Kingswood-
Oxford athletics – Kelly Maloney.

The William R. MacDonald 
Prize is given by the Class of 
1962 in honor of William R. 
MacDonald, faculty member from 
1931 to 1962, and is awarded to 
that member of the graduating 
class who has proved himself an 
outstanding athlete and who best 
exemplifies diligence in prac-
tice, sportsmanship, and spirit of 
competition – Koby Quansah.

The Senior  Award is 
awarded to a three-sport athlete 
who demonstrated a positive atti-
tude, outstanding sportsmanship 
and dedication to team effort – 
Michael Haines and Olivia Shea.

The Herman Paul Kopple-
mann Award is given to that 
member of the newspaper 
staff  who has outstanding 
promise in the art of commu-
nication – Benjamin Waldman.

The Andrew Blodgett Award 
is given in memory of Andrew 
Blodgett III of the Class of 1958 
to the student in the Fourth Form 
who possesses qualities of help-
fulness, friendliness and good 
citizenship – Benjamin Tauber.

The Aanon J. Ahl Award 
is given in memory of Aanon J. 
Ahl, Class of 1993, to a member 
of Form 4 whose enthusiasm, 
curiosity and passion for learning 
inspired his or her classmates and 
teachers – Aparajita Kashyap.

The Graham Anthony, 
Jr. Prize is given in memory 
of Graham Anthony, Jr. ’39, to 
the outstanding student in the 
Fourth Form – Abigail Eberle.

The Class of 1988 Award, 
endowed by that class in their 
Third Form year, is given to that 
student of the Third Form who 
possesses qualities of friend-
liness, helpfulness, and good 
citizenship – Madison Henry.

 The First Year Award is 
given by Mr. Nathaniel Saltonsall 
II to that Upper School student 
who, during the first full year at 
Kingswood-Oxford, has shown 
strong academic achievement 
and has displayed responsibility, 
maturity, cooperation and loyalty 
– Eloise Bavier and Mia Seymour.

The Jeffrey Bittner Prize is 
given in memory of Jeffrey Bittner 
’92 by Middlebury College, where 
he was a member of the Class of 
1996, to an exceptional student in 
the sophomore class who possess a 
strong sense of self, determination 
and selflessness – David Marottolo. 

The Gretchen Bauver Award 

is given in honor of Gretchen 
Bauver, math teacher at King-
swood-Oxford from 1972 to 
1992, to the eighth-grade student 
who has shown the most growth 
in the field of math – Matthew 
Miano and James Ravalese.

The Anounshjka Mead 
Writing Award is given to that 
student who has contributed most 
to the literary life of the Middle 
School – Ethan Levinbook.

The Middle School Achieve-
ment Award is given to that 
student who has demonstrated 
the most personal and academic 
growth during his or her Middle 
School career – Shane Dawson.

The Annual Alumni Char-
acter Awards are given by the 
Kingswood-Oxford Alumni 
Association to a girl and boy in 
the Second Form for their lead-
ership, maturity, citizenship and 
concern for the welfare of the 
school – Justin Barron, Jacqueline 
Ouellette and Spencer Schaller.

The First Year Award is 
given to a Middle School student 
who in his or her first year at 
Kingswood-Oxford has shown 
strong academic achievement 
and has displayed responsi-
bility, maturity, cooperation and 
loyalty – Mai Lin Pomp-Shine.

The Richard C. Buckley 
Award is given in memory of 
Richard C. Buckley, Class of 
1980, to the senior who possess 
qualities of loyalty, good humor, 
courage and the ability to 
accept both success and defeat 
gracefully – Joanna Williams.

The Robert A. Falk Prize, 
given in memory of Robert 
Falk ’80, is awarded to the 
Sixth Form student who has 
excelled in journalism and has 
been an active participant in the 
competitive sports program at 
the school – Kathryn Adams.

The Nelson P. Farquhar 
Award, presented by the commu-
nity government, is given that 
that member of the Sixth Form 
who has given outstanding 
service to the community 
– Alexandra Banasiewicz.

The Class of 1958 Prize, 
given in memory of Richard B. 
Bulkeley III, is given to that member 
of the Sixth Form who possesses 
qualities of modesty, reliability, 
and integrity – Kyle McLaughlin 
and J.  Benjamin Sullivan.

The Merritt Prize, estab-
lished by Mr. Joseph Merritt in 
the names of Robert P. Merritt 
’29 and Philip J. Merritt ’33, 
is given to that member of the 
Sixth Form who best exemplifies 
the results of the Kingswood-
Oxford education – Briana Kirton.

The Fortiter Prize, founded 
by Mr. Francis Goodwin Smith in 
the names of three sons, all gradu-
ates of the school, is presented to 
that member of the Sixth Form 
who has developed and displayed 
the qualities of courage and 
perseverance – Lauren Barnes.

The  Turhan  Michae l 
Ergin Award is given to that 
member of the Senior Class 
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Prefects for 2016-17

 Senior Advisors for 2015-16
Celia Jarmoc
Tara Kilkenny
Michael Loughran
Abby McGuire
Faith Pease
Bonnie Steinberg
James Witt

Ryan Albanesi
Ben Coady
Trey Dugan
Kayla Glemaud
Noah Hawks-Ladds
Carolyn McCusker

Jack Barry
Sasha Bash
Jacob Brown
Rose Esselstyn
Meredith Ferris
Will Gitlin
Julia Goldsmith

Laura Polley
Alec Rossi
Manisha Satheesh
Ryan Silvers
Noah Stanton
Cassie T-Pederson

KO does Earth Day
by Mark Sheehan ’16

The Green Team, KO’s envi-
ronmental club, observed Earth 
Day this year by showing a video at 
assembly and selling baked goods 
at lunch, but the club was unable to 
implement some of its other plans. 

Earth Day, observed on 
April 22 each year since 1970, is 
intended to raise awareness about 
various issues facing the environ-
ment, and a wide variety of events 
are held all throughout the world.

Members of Green Team 
said they viewed Earth Day this 
year as a time to increase aware-
ness about environmental issues 
within the KO community and to 
raise money for Mission Blue, also 
known as the Sylvia Earle Alliance. 

Mission Blue was founded 
by Sylvia Earle, a renowned ocean-
ographer, with the goal of securing 
protection for marine ecosystems 
she calls “hope spots,” areas that 
she has identified as being espe-
cially important to Earth as a whole. 

According to the organiza-
tion’s official website, “Mission 
Blue is an initiative of the Sylvia 
Earle Alliance to ignite public 
support for the protection of Hope 
Spots – special places that are 
vital to the health of the ocean – 
through the creation of a global 
network of marine protected 
areas to safeguard 20 percent of 
the ocean by 2020.” The organi-
zation focuses on education and 
advocacy in order to enact legisla-
tion protecting these hope spots.

Five beloved U.S. teachers to leave 
by Kate Betts ’16

Green Team originally 
hoped to raise money for Mission 
Blue by selling T-shirts and having 
a dress down day on Earth Day 
for students who bought and wore 
the shirts. But school administra-
tors, including Assistant Head of 
School for Student Life Carolyn 
McKee rejected the plan because 
she said there had been too 
many dress down days recently. 

Ms. McKee suggested as an 
alternative that Green Team sell 
plants for students to plant where 
they chose, but a lack of neces-
sary time and funding prevented 
them from implementing this idea.

Although they were unable to 
hold a dress down day, Green Team 

Continued on page 10

As the Class of 2016 leaves 
campus as students for the final time 
this spring, five of their teachers 
will also be “graduating” from KO.

After 16 years teaching 
at KO and 40 years teaching 
chemistry, Dean of Studies 
and Chemistry teacher Dennis 
Sullivan said now finally feels 
like the right time to leave, espe-
cially as his youngest child is 
graduating in the Class of 2016.

Mr. Sullivan said he enjoyed 
his time at KO. “I’ve been happiest 
[here] of all the schools I’ve taught 
at,” he said. Mr. Sullivan cited the 
people at all levels of the school 
as the differentiating factor and 
expressed his great appreciation for 
the ways in which KO has impacted 
his and his children’s lives. 

His own influence on count-
less students also cannot be over-
looked. “He uses calm and cool 
composure to help his students 
be successful in the sciences,” 
said junior Manisha Satheesh.

Since KO was his first 
teaching job, 11 years later 
Latin teacher and Boys Varsity 
Soccer  Assistant Coach Travis 
Rains has learned a lot when it 
comes to what it takes to teach 
teenagers a dead language.

Of course, he credits the 
school with some of his students’ 
success. “What you have here is 
an environment where kids are 
really pushed and encouraged to 
do their work, be good citizens.. 
be their best selves, and that does 
not happen at all schools,” he said. 

Senior Alexa Casale, who 
is the senior prefect for Mr. 
Rains’ freshman advisory group 
and has been his student for four 
years, said she can’t imagine her 
high school experience without 
him.“He feels like an exten-

sion of family to me,” she said.
Three years ago, math 

teacher and cross ountry and 
rrack coach Scott Rodilitz also 
started his teaching career at KO 
straight out of college, and now 
will be leaving to pursue further 
education in graduate school.

He credits his own students 
for motivating him to return to 
being a student himself. “Though 
teachers always say they learn 
a lot from their students, it’s 
true,” he said. “I’d say they’ve 
taught me to be a more curious 

and interested individual,”
Mr. Rodilitz’s students 

cite his energy and genuine 
passion for math as reasons why 
his classes are so enjoyable.

“He uses his enthusiasm 
for math to try to make each class 
an adventure,” said senior Emma 
Cowper, a student of his for the 
past two years. “He’s always avail-
able for as much extra help as you 
need, and genuinely cares about 
each of his students,” she said.

Two-and-a-half years ago,  
math and creative arts teacher 

Joshua Feder’s interest in working 
in a high school theater position 
brought him to KO to direct his 
first of three winter musicals here. 
Though he too will be leaving to 
pursue graduate-level education, 
he feels as though he’s accom-
plished a lot in his short time here.

“I feel like I’ve done good 
work in making the theater 
program take a step in a new 
direction,” he said, something 
with which students dedicated to 
the theater program agree whole-
heartedly. “Since my freshman 
year, I can’t believe how far we’ve 
come,” said four-year theater 
veteran, senior Lexi Banasiewicz.  

After only two years at 
KO, a daily hour-long commute 
will drive English teacher and 
advisor to the Forensic Union  
and Orange is the New Gray Sarah 
Whalen away from KO to teach 
closer to her New Haven home.

However, she too feels that, 
in the “microcosmic little world” 
of KO, she’s managed to make 
waves during her short stay, espe-
cially in the clubs she advises.

“I know that if [Orange is the 
New Gray] doesn’t continue as a 
formal club, at least the conversa-
tion has been started,” she said.

These teachers will be deeply 
missed by the KO community.

From left to right: Mr. Rains, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Rodilitz, Mr. Feder, and Ms. Whalen. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

Continued from page 8

Prize Assembly honors students
who combines an enthusiasm 
for athletics and the performing 
arts or visual arts with a sincere 
love of people and a friendly, 
outgoing nature – Joshua Pugliese.

The Tyler C. Tingley Award 
is given to that member of the 
Senior Class who, in addition to 
excelling in academics, has, by 
dint of his or her selflessness and 
dedication, embodied the King-
swood-Oxford goal of “caring 
beyond self” and has helped 
other members of the commu-
nity to flourish and grow – Nye 
Deskus and Nicholas Giamalis.

The Stewart Lindsay Jr. 

Award is awarded to a student in 
the Upper School who demon-
strates the same qualities of schol-
arship, leadership, and thoughtful-
ness that Mr. Lindsay embodies 
during his career at Kingswood-
Oxford as a teacher, coach and 
administrator – Michael Hains.

The Katherine Long Day 
Award is given in memory of 
Katherine Long Day ’28 to that 
girl in the Fifth Form who, in 
the judgment of the Head of 
School and Faculty, has displayed 
exceptional qualities of character 
and integrity – Grace Amell.

The Jonathan Downs 
Prize, endowed by the friends of 
Jonathan Downs, is given to the 

boy of the Fifth Form who has 
contributed most to the class in 
helpfulness, good fellowship, 
and humor – Connor O’Loughlin.

The Dux Prize is awarded 
to the student in the senior 
class with the highest academic 
average for the year – Benjamin 
Sullivan and Benjamin Waldman. 

The Robert B. Swain III 
Memorial Award honors that 
continuing teacher in his or her 
first five years of teaching overall, 
who best exemplifies Bobby 
Swain’s outstanding attributes as 
a student and teacher: a serious, 
self-disciplined approach to 
learning and a sense of human– a 
combination that enabled him to 

inspire in others a spirit of coop-
eration which made scholarly 
disciplines a pursuit both joyous 
and rewarding – Elisabeth Repp.  

The Charles W. Collins 
Award is presented to a K-O 
faculty member for excellence 
in teaching – Ann Sciglimpaglia.  

The Joseph and Jo-anne 
Alissi Coaching Award honors that 
returning coach who best exempli-
fies Joeseph and Jo-anne Alissi’s 
outstanding contributions to 
Kingswood-Oxford: Joseph, who 
spent 48 years as  a teacher, coach, 
athletic director and cherished 
friend, and Jo-anne, who spent 22 
years in the athletic department 
as a coach and assistant athletic 

director. Joseph was a Springfield 
College and National Hall-Of-
Fame wrestler and official and 
was awarded the Founders League 
Swan Award in 2002 recognizing 
him for his outstanding work in 
developing  leadership and charcter 
in his students. The Jo-anne Alissi 
Field Hockey Award was created 
in Jo-anne’s honor to be given 
to the player who best embodies 
her selfless spirit and enthusiasm 
that she shows. The award honors 
that returning coach who best 
exemplifies  Joseph and Jo-anne’s 
sportsmanship, professionalism, 
enthusiasm, dedication and posi-
tive impact they had on every 
athlete and student. – Matt Kocay 
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raised money for Mission Blue by 
selling Earth-themed pastries at lunch 
on Earth Day. “We did end up making 
some money selling food,” said Green 
Team President senior Chris Carangelo, 

Additionally, Green Team arranged 
for a video to be shown at assembly,  which 
was a trailer for an upcoming Netflix 
exclusive documentary on Sylvia Earle’s 
marine conservation work with Ocean Blue. 

At assembly the next week, Green 
Team also showed a video from Nature 
is Speaking, a video series created by 
Conservation International in which 

celebrities voiceover nature to raise 
awareness about environmental issues.

 The video shown at assembly featured a 
voiceover by acclaimed actress Julia Roberts 
as Mother Nature explaining that humans 
need her although she doesn’t need them. 
Green Team originally hoped to show other 
videos from the series at future assemblies, 
but this idea proved logistically difficult.

In the future, the Green Team has 
devised various other plans. For example, 
are attempting to secure a grant to improve 
energy efficiency at the Macchi School, 
an elementary school in Tobati, Para-
guay, heavily supported by KO students 
and faculty in its Team Tobati program.

Green Team is active
Continued from page 9 Best of luck 

to the 
Class of 2016!

Kathryn Adams   University of Michigan
Kendall Allerton  Lasell College
Marissa Aniolowski  Seton Hall University
Jacob Appleton  University of Connecticut
Alexandra Banasiewicz Bentley University
Lauren Barnes  Loyola University Maryland
Miranda Bascetta  Furman University
EJ Beerbower   Worcester Polytechnic Institute
Kate Betts   University of Vermont
Nicolas Bisgaard  New York University
Jared Bolden   Pace University, New York City
Bradley Bowers  Villanova University
Austin Briggs  Bentley University
Christopher Carangelo Loyola University Maryland
Alexa Casale   Tulane University
Ahmad Chughtai  Trinity College
Emma Cowper  Middlebury College
Eoghan Coyle   Bentley University
Isabelle DeFlippo   University of North Carolina 
     at Wilmington
Jared DeFlippo   University of Louisville
Alexis DeLucia  College of the Holy Cross
Nicole Demers  Endicott College
Nye Deskus   Bowdoin College
Hayley Eicher  Syracuse University
Richard Ferris  Franklin and Marshall College
Thomas Fitzgerald   Lynchburg University
Nicholas Giamalis  Brown University
Griffin Gildersleeve  College of the Holy Cross
Matthew Goldman   Salve Regina University
Michael Hains  Boston College
Jacob Hallenbeck   Marist College
Omar Hashmi   University of Connecticut
Saif Hashmi    University of Connecticut
Zachary Hoffman   The University of Tampa
Andre Jett   Bowdoin College
Manavi Katechia  University of Connecticut
Sarah Kavalkovich   Wheaton College
Kyle Keenan   University of Vermont
Evan Kelmar   Dartmouth College
Dohyung Kim   University of California, San Diego
Briana Kirton  College of William and Mary
Emily Kirton   New York University
Alison Klute   University of Miami
Elinor Kraus   Skidmore College
Grant Kravetz  University of Rochester
Brendan Lantieri  Fairfield University
Andrew Lemkuil  Dartmouth College
Austin Lemkuil  Villanova University

David Lessard  Providence College
Julian Lombardi  Champlain College
Kelly Maloney  Villanova University
Rachel Maselli  Nichols College
Robert McCabe   Ursinus College
Gwyneth McDonald Central Connecticut State University
Mackenzie McDonald University of San Diego
Natalie McDonough  Stonehill College
Kyle McLaughlin  University of Vermont
Luke Mills   Drexel University
Hope Nemirow  Fairfield University
Ryan Nesbit    Nichols College
Melani Norsigian  Trinity College
Alexandra Perron   Hobart and William Smith Colleges
Erin Persico    University of Rhode Island
Rebecca Powers  The University of Tampa
AJ Przystawski  Sacred Heart University
Joshua Pugliese  Hobart and William Smith Colleges
Koby Quansah   Duke University
Jacqueline Raymond University of Hartford
Morgan Risinger  Southern Methodist University
Kaleigh Sanders  The University of Alabama
Jenna Scarpantonio  Manhattan College
Brittany Schwartz   Union College
Olivia Shea   Dickinson College
Mark Sheehan  Oberlin College
Dhruv Sheth   Northeastern University
Alex Smoolca  Stonehill College
Benjamin Steele  University of Connecticut
Dylan Stewart   University of New Haven
 J. Benjamin Sullivan Wesleyan University
Gabriella Sullo  Bentley University
Carter Swanson  University of Notre Dame
Dylan Udolf   Northeastern University
Vinz Umali   Central Connecticut State University
Benjamin Waldman  Yale University
Holden White   Wake Forest University
Joanna Williams  University of Connecticut
Jack Wolf   Wesleyan University
Gabriel Wolman  Cornell University
James Woods  IMG Academy
Richard Woods  The Citadel
Isaiah Wright  Temple University
Lily Wu   Washington University in St. Louis
Robert Yirigian  Assumption College
Jack Zeligson   University of Michigan
Alexandra Zilahy  Saint Michael’s College
Andrew Zimmerman Drexel University
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Congratulations Brittany!
We are so proud of you and all of your 

accomplishments. We wish you continued 
success at Union College and always!

Love, Mom and Dad

The Kingswood Oxford 
choral groups closed out another 
tremendous year with perfor-
mances at both the Choral Festival 
and a concert in Blue Back Square. 

Both the male and female 
choir groups opened up their 
doubleheader  of  concer t s 
with a performance called 
the Choral Festival, which 
took place in Roberts Theater. 

“It was a riveting perfor-
mance by not only the concert choir 
but by every group that performed,” 
said sophomore Ryan Goss. “We 
worked really hard all semester 
to perfect the songs we sang and 
the star-studded chorus delivered 
a phenomenal performance.”

Many of the fans said they 
were moved by this outstanding 
performance. “The concert was 
just terrific,” said junior Matt Lord. 
“It made me wish that I was in the 
choir so that I could be up there on 
stage with so much talent. I stayed 
until the very end because I was 
so blown away by all the perfor-
mances and didn’t want to leave. 
I wish I had come to every other 

Choral Fest and Blue Back Square 
concert highlight KO vocal talent

concert they put on this year.” 
These  s tudents  spent 

long hours preparing for such 
an important concert. All this 
time and energy allowed for the 
students to master each piece. 

“I think the concert went 
so well because of our inten-
sive preparation,” said junior 
Ben Coady. “This hard work at 
times isn’t easy in the hectic life 
students have to deal with, but it 
was well worth it because of the 
incredible concert we put on.”

The teachers in charge 
of each group challenged their 
students to perform harder 
pieces and have them step 
outside their comfort zones.

“For the Choral Festival, 
we performed extremely difficult 
pieces,” said junior Celia Jarmoc. 
“We were nervous to perform 
some of the most difficult pieces 
we have ever dealt with, but ulti-
mately we pulled through by 
working together and practicing 
the music in and out of class.”

A s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e 
formality of the Choral Festival, 
the performance in Blue Back 
Square was much more relaxed. 

Students were able to perform 
more modern a cappella pieces 
and they felt less pressured 
than at the Choral Festival.

“After we got through those 
difficult pieces we performed 
in the Choral Festival, we had 
a great time learning new, fun 
pieces that we performed in Blue 
Back Square,” said Celia. “It was 
a cool experience performing 
in front of not only my parents 

by Jacob Brown ’17

and people I knew, but also 
people who were strolling by.”

Sophomore  Gabr ie l le 
Ruban, a member of both Outlook 
and Oxfordians, agreed with Celia. 

“There was a lot of pressure 
with the Choral Festival,” Gabri-
elle said, “because, in Outlook, we 
were still learning some of music 
the day of the concert. In Oxford-
ians, we had already memorized the 
songs, and so there wasn’t as much 

Oxfordians perform Aretha Franklin’s “Natural Woman,” with Nique Cousins as soloist. Photo by Ali Zilahy ’16.

‘Civil War’ lives up to expectations

of a crunchtime with preparing for 
the concert. I felt a lot less stressed  
for the Blue Back concert.”

The choral groups look 
to have another successful year. 
“There are many young stars that 
will have a chance to shine next year 
in each of the choral groups,” said 
junior Jack Barry. “I look forward 
to another year in which I can put 
forth my best effort in a group that 
has always meant a lot to me.”

There  may be  s l ight 
spoilers in this review. “Captain 
America: Civil War” (“CA:CW”) 
the highly-anticipated, Marvel, 
superhero film, was released 
in the United States on May 6 . 

A s  o f  M ay  2 1 ,  t h e 
film had surpassed the $1 
billion mark in revenue, and 
cont inues  to  make  more . 

Making roughly $181.8 
million on its domestic opening 
weekend, “CA:CW” has been 
a blockbuster of great success, 
receiving a 90 percent on Rotten 
Tomatoes and a 5/5 on Empire.

“CA:CW” is the follow-
up film to “Captain America: 
The First Avenger” and “Captain 
America: The Winter Soldier.” 

I’ve seen a majority, if not all, 
of the Marvel Cinematic Universe 
(MCU) films, and, unlike most of 
the movies that are titled under 
one superhero, “CA:CW” features 
prolonged appearances from many 
other superheroes, which is some-
thing that I really enjoyed because 
of how unconventional it is.

In “CA:CW”, aside from 
Captain America, himself, you also 
had a huge superhero ensemble 
that included Iron Man, Black 
Widow, Hawkeye, Spiderman, War 
Machine, Vision, Black Panther, 
and Ant-Man. As you can tell, 
that’s a lot of other heroes that 
are intertwined into this storyline.

I’m not big into action or 
superhero movies, and I don’t 
read comics or avidly follow the 

storylines of superhero universes 
like MCU or DC Extended 
Universe (DCEU). Even though 
I’ve seen many of the MCU 
movies, I still feel as though I 
don’t enjoy them as other kinds 
of movies, for several reasons.

To me, action movies in 
general, are so long; I can’t focus 
on any film for more than 90 
minutes, without questioning why 

I’m sitting there in the first place. 
Regardless of the storyline, if I sit 
down and watch a movie that’s 
longer than 90 minutes in one 
sitting, it starts feeling like a chore. 

Along with that, the lengthy 
fighting scenes in action movies are 
not typically my thing, and I often 
find myself feeling as though I can’t 
catch a lot of the storyline because 
I don’t read the comics beforehand.

With that being said, I did 
really enjoy watching “CA:CW”. 
Even though it was 147 minutes 
long, I found myself engaged 

the entire time, because the plot 
and the mini subplots were so 
engrossing. Yes, the main plot 
was interesting, but I always 
appreciate the mini subplots 
because they’re like little cool-
downs from the actual plot itself. 

Along with feeling absorbed 
the entire time, I felt like I was actu-
ally able to follow a lot of the plot 
too, which caught me off guard. 

When you’re not a comic 
enthusiast, it can be hard to some-
times know everything that the 
movie references because not every 
reference made was explained or 
introduced in a previous movie.

I  feel  as though this 
review wouldn’t be complete if 
it just came from the perspec-
tive of a moviegoer who doesn’t 
read comics and has a hard time 
watching these kinds of movies. 

When I saw the movie, 
I went with a bunch of people, 
most of whom are pretty into 
the Marvel movies or the 
Marvel comics themselves.

Senior Saif Hashmi, a 
passionate comic book reader, 
was kind enough to offer his own 
insight on the film. Saif said that 
he expected the movie to be better 
than its prequels and to have 
lots of great action sequences. 

He also said he expected it 
to follow the comics, but still be 
different enough to be unique, 
since MCU and the Marvel 
Comics have their own sepa-
rate, independent universes. 

Saif also said he was unsure 
of how they were going to present 

the whole civil war aspect, since 
Marvel Studios didn’t have 
the rights to many of the char-
acters that would be needed.

 “The movie shattered my 
expectations and lived up to all the 
hype that surrounded it,” Saif said, 
“This was definitely the Avengers 
movie that everyone wanted to 
see, as Avengers 2 wasn’t as great 
as everyone thought it would 
have been. The Russo Brothers 
killed it and they greatly set up 
movies for the new characters that 
were introduced to this movie, 
Spider-Man and Black Panther.”

by Gabrielle Ruban ’18

Continued on page 12

“The movie    
shattered my 
expectations 
and lived up to 
all the hype that 
surrounded it.”

– Saif Hashmi

Saif said he recognized 
the fact that it’s hard to compare 
the movie and the comics, 
because of rights reasons.

“Now the movie had the 
same general idea as the comics 
did, where there was Team Iron 
Man vs Team Captain America,” 
Saif said, “They did have some 
differences, like changing the 
name of the Registration Act 
to “the Sokovia Accords.” 
I believe you can’t neces-
sarily compare it to the comics 

Movie Review
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because in the comics, Marvel 
has every character and every 
tool in the box to use and incor-
porate, but once again the movie 
had limited characters to use.”

 Saif said that the movie 
was also more about Captain 
America wanting to clear The 
Winter Soldier’s name of a 
crime he didn’t commit, more 
so than the Sokovia Accords. 

Saif explained the differ-
ences between the comics’ 
Regis t ra t ion  Act  and  the 
movie’s  Sokovia Accords.

“The movie’s Accords was 

slightly different to the Regis-
tration Act,” Saif said. “In the 
movie, the superheroes only 
could go to locations around the 
world that were approved by the 
United Nations. The Registration 
Act had the heroes register them-
selves to the government, and 
also were required to reveal their 
secret identities, if they had one.”

Saif said that this movie 
can  appea l  t o  eve ryone .

“Even if you had no prior 
knowledge of the previous 
movies or the comics, it still 
could be enjoyed.” Saif said. 
“If you’re someone who loves 
action and explosions, this movie 

‘Captain America’ 
packs explosive action
Continued from page 11 had plenty of it. At its very core 

it’s about two best friends who 
are passionate about what they 
believe in, and, because they 
don’t agree, they have to fight, 
and it almost tears the friend-
ship apart; you can even argue 
that it does. Anyone who loves a 
good movie can get behind that.”

“ C A : C W ”  e x c e e d e d 
expectations and definitely 
appeals to wide demographic. 

Even  though i t  i s  a 
sequel, this movie can defi-
nitely be enjoyed on its own. 

I highly recommend going 
to see this movie, and many 
other fans would do the same. 

TV Shows to binge 
watch on Netflix:

Chicago emcee Chancelor 
Bennett has been on a steady 
incline ever since his debut project 
“10 Day,” under the alias “Chance 
The Rapper.” With collabora-
tions with artists such as Justin 
Bieber and Kanye West under 
his belt, Chance has managed 
to successfully navigate the 
music industry, despite having 
no label, major or otherwise, 
backing him through this process. 

But Chance had no way 
of knowing where his path 
through the world of entertain-
ment would lead him. Despite 
this uncertainty, there is a great 
deal of foreshadowing displayed 
in each of the works of art used 
as album covers for the three proj-
ects solo Chance has dropped.

Upon seeing the three covers 
next to each other, it isn’t hard to 
notice a pattern. Chance is initially 
looking up on his “10 Day” cover; 
on the following cover (“Acid 
Rap”) he is starting straightfor-
ward, presumably looking someone 
or something dead in the eyes. 

On the final cover in the 
trilogy, “Coloring Book,” Chance 
is looking down. Although it may 
seem to just be a meaningless 
pattern, these covers actually offer 
a lot more insight into the music on 
the album, and Chance’s personal 
life than one would initially assume.

“10 Day” features a young 
Chance, presumably in high school 
due to his varsity jacket, captured 
from a low angle. He is the only 
thing in the painting, other than 
the deep blue sky behind him. It 
is worth mentioning that the art is 
done it such a way that it is very 
reminiscent of a comic book, 
further propelling imagery of a 
childhood and youthfulness. This 
is topped off with a tiny tag, also 
styled in a comic book-esque way, 
saying “Chance The Rapper.” 

Upon releasing this tape, 
Chance was still just a high-
schooler. He had no experience 

being a professional musician. 
His only buzz was really inside 
Chicago, up until the point that 
he released this project. The 
bewildered and amazed look on 
Chance’s face on this cover as 
he stares up into the sky signifies 
his fascination with the glitz and 
glamour that is the life of a rapper. 

Considering that Chance 
was only a high schooler when 
he wrote and recorded this tape, 
the subject matter of the project 
is filled with nostalgia for the past 
as well as a retelling of his recent 
experiences as a student. Chance 
is still just a kid during this era of 
his music, a talented kid, but a kid 
nonetheless. This lack of expe-
rience in the real world makes 
the rap world appear even more 
appealing to him. This is his oppor-
tunity to escape. As he said on 
“Brain Cells” of the same project 
“[He’s] finally finding a way to 
kindly tell these toddlers toodles”

Just a year and 27 days later, 
Chance released the project that 
propelled him into the conver-
sation. This cover features a 
slightly more matured Chance, 
staring the listener directly in 
the eyes. It is worth noting that 
this cover is predominantly 
purple, while the cover of “10 
Day” is blue and the cover of 
“Coloring Book” is more pink/red. 

This shows that, while 
Chance did drop two other 
collaborative projects between 
the release of “Acid Rap” and 
“Coloring Book,” this is the 
true middle project, due to its 
color fitting the scheme. Chance 
looks less mystified in this cover. 
Frankly, he looks scared, almost 
shaken. He is staring rap dead in 
the face and now sees that it isn’t 
the glamorous life that so many 
emcees portray it to be through 
their music. This cover is the only 
one in which there is something 
other than Chance and the sky 
prominently featured. There are 
also a silhouetted forest just behind 
Chance, possibly showing that 

Chance needs to find what makes 
him different in order to make it 
to the height that he had initially 
dreamed of reaching on “10 Day.” 

Despite looking much 
older on this cover, Chance still 
repeatedly raps about his child-
hood. This could be due to 
nostalgia’s comforting nature. 
Sometimes Chance doesn’t want 
to continue and deal with the 
responsibilities of adulthood; he 
just wishes he were a kid again. 

This is most blatantly shown 
on “NaNa,” a song whose refrain 
is simply the words “na na na/na 
na na.” Chance so badly wants to 
give up and go back that he reverts 
to baby talk during this track. 
However, as shown by the final 
track on the album “Everything’s 
Good,” Chance has made it through 
the woods and is ready to continue.

On the final cover of the 
series, Chance is, for the first time, 
smiling as he looks down from 
a surreal, red sky. The strange, 
warmness of the sky could be 
just a regular sunset. However, it 
more strongly evokes a dreamlike 
energy. This ties directly into the 
repeated motif of heaven, God, 
angels and religion throughout 
the project. While in his past 
two projects Chance paved the 
way for himself, he realized that 
religion and God could help him 
in his personal life, which was 
thus translated into his music. 

But, although Chance not 
going through this journey alone, 
he still revisits his own personal 
past just as frequently as before. 

The nostalgia on this 
tape can be read as a longing to 
go back. However, if one were 
looking at this project in context 
with the other two, the reason 
for the nostalgia is obviously a 
looking back on what got Chance 
to where he is now. This idea is 
backed up by the smile. Chance 
is thrilled he finally made it to 
the point he wanted to be as he 
set out to reach back in 2012. All 
there is left to ask is, what’s next?

Take a chance and analyze 
Chance the Rapper’s albums
by Nic Bisgaard ’16 -Friends

-Parks and Rec
-Alias
-Bob’s Burgers
-The Office
-Black Mirror
-Friday Night Lights
-Nikita
-The Walking Dead
-New Girl
-One Tree Hill
-Scandal
-American Odyssey
-Jessica Jones
-Breaking Bad
-House of Cards
-Lost
-Agents of Shield
-Law and Order: SVU
-SNL
-The Fringe
-Tiny House Builders
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Musician of the Month: Ellie 
Kraus sings her way to the top

Senior Elinor “Ellie” Kraus 
is this month’s featured musi-
cian. Throughout her seven-year 
career at KO, Ellie has partici-
pated in a variety of different 
choral and a capella groups.

In her three years at the 
KO Middle School, Ellie was 
a member of two ensembles, 
Upper Prep Choraliers and Canta-
bile.  As an eighth-grader, Ellie 
took part in KO’s oldest student 
organization, the select, all-
girls choral group Octopipers.

In her freshman year at 
the Upper School, Ellie was a 
member of the select, all-girls 
choral group Voce Novissima, 
and the Upper School Concert 
Choir. Since her sophomore year, 
Ellie has been a part of the Upper 
School all-girls a capella group, 
Oxfordians, and the premier, 
co-ed choral group Outlook.

Along with her passion of 
singing, Ellie is also a self-taught 
ukulele player, and she is still 
in the long process of learning 
how to play the piano and guitar 
to add to her musical repertoire.

Aside from music, Ellie  is 
also very involved in athletics 
around campus. She plays on the 
girls varsity field hockey team, 
the girls varsity ice hockey team, 

by Gabrielle Ruban ’18 and runs on the varsity track 
and field team as a co-captain.

Despite this busy schedule, 
Ellie has always been able to 
make time to be an active partici-
pant in school run choral groups.
Singing has become an impor-
tant part of her life and time 
at KO.  “I’ve been singing for 
forever,” Ellie said, “Even before 
I could really talk. I have never 
done any official voice lessons 
or anything like that, but along 
with practicing on my own, I have 
sung at KO for all seven years.”

Ellie plans on attending Skid-
more College next year in Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y., where she hopes to 
continue advancing her education 
and singing as well. “I hope to 
join at least one a capella group in 
college,” Ellie said, “and possibly 
even minor in voice performance.”

Ellie enjoys singing a variety 
of genres of music and one of her 
vocal influences is indie-pop singer 
Ingrid Michaelson. “In terms of my 
favorite genre to sing, it’s tough 
to choose one, but I would say 
pop music is my favorite to sing, 
even though it’s not my favorite 
genre to listen to,” Ellie said.

An experienced singer, Ellie 
advises others interested in singing 
to sing all the time. “A piece of 
advice I could give for becoming a 
stronger vocalist is to sing as much 

as you can, even if it is just for fun 
and to constantly practice, so you 
can get better in your technique and 
develop a style unique to yourself.”

Senior Ricky Ferris has sung 
alongside Ellie for many years 
at KO. Ricky, also a seven-year 
senior, said he has had a very posi-
tive experience singing with Ellie.

Featured vocalist Ellie Kraus has sung and performed at KO since her sixth grade year. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

“Ellie is amazingly talented,” 
Ricky said, “And it has been really 
great having somebody who is so 
fun and who really enjoys singing 
with me for all these years.”

Ricky explained that Ellie’s 
good concentration skills and 
fun personality make rehearsal 
all the better. “In rehearsal, she 

is focused and is always ready 
to try new things or step out of 
her comfort zone,” Ricky said, 
“Even with all that, she can 
still have lots of fun doing so 
and with the rest of the group.”

Ellie has been very successful 
in  her KO singing career and looks 
to further that next year in college. 

Students run, perform ‘Twelfth Night’ 
by Tara Kilkenny ’17 creating the set. Lexi Banasiewicz, 

as stage manager, made sure the 
cast did what they were supposed 
to so the show could run smoothly.

Emma said she wanted to 
direct a play of her own based 
on her previous experience 
with theater and her desire to do 
more. “I’ve performed with a 
young adult Shakespeare troupe 
for four years, and I decided I 
wanted to try to direct some clas-
sical theater myself as a senior 
project,” Emma said. “Lexi and 
Kate are two of my best friends, 
and they are equally as well versed 
in theatrical production, so they 
seemed to be the natural choices 
for partners in this undertaking.”

The three seniors said they 

On the steps of Alumni 
Hall, KO actors and actresses 
performed a modern adaptation 
of Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night” 
on Friday, May 20 and Saturday, 
May 21. This entirely student-
run production highlighted the 
leadership and dedication of the 
members of KO’s theater program.

Three seniors worked 
together to run the show. Emma 
Cowper was the director, running 
rehearsals and effectively guiding 
both the actors and the play itself. 
Kate Betts assumed the roles of 
producer and costume director, so 
she assisted in managing the play 
as well as making the costumes and 

really enjoy Shakespeare and have 
wanted to perform one of his works. 
“All three of us have been wanting 
to do Shakespeare, and this has 
been in the works for a while,” said 
Kate. “We didn’t end up doing a 
Shakespeare play in the fall, so we 
decided we would do it ourselves.”

The KO production of 
“Twelfth Night” featured two 
contrasting storylines; one has 
a more serious and melodra-
matic tone, and the other is more 
comedic. The play included a 
large cast, with few main roles 
and several auxiliary roles, 
so students were involved in 
a variety of different ways.

“‘Twelfth Night’ is one of my 
favorite Shakespearean comedies, 
and it lends itself particularly well 
to contemporary adaptations due 
to its timeless physical humor and 
mischief,” Emma said. “I thought 
it would be more accessible to the 
KO community to do something 
contemporary...It also has quite 
a small cast of very outlandish 
characters, which seemed appro-
priate for KO's theater program.”

The rehearsal and produc-
tion processes occurred in normal 
fashion, similar to other KO 
productions, but not being on the 
stage in Roberts Theater was a 
major change.  Junior James Witt, 
an actor in the play, discussed 
this difference. “Being outside 
comes with challenges, like the 
weather and the wind,” said 

James. “It’s different, but we’ve 
all gotten used to it, and it makes 
sense to do the play outside.”

Many of the actors and 
actresses in “Twelfth Night” have 
performed in other KO plays 
and musicals together. There 
were some freshman new to the 
group, however, so students of 
all different levels of experi-

ence worked together to make 
it happen and have fun. “I think 
it’s a great show,” Kate said. “It 
was supremely well cast, which 
makes a huge difference when 
the actors have a connection with 
their roles and with each other.”

Despite having to schedule 
around actors’ extracurricular and 
sport commitments, rehearsing 
and preparing for the final produc-

Connor O’Loughlin and Poppy 
Sheehan prepare for the perfor-
mance. Photo by Mrs. Kasprak.

“It was supremely 
well cast, which 
makes a huge 
difference when 
the actors have a 
connection with 
their roles and 
with each other.”

– Kate Betts

tion ran smoothly. “Everyone 
was able to memorize their lines 
quickly and really familiarize 
themselves with the play,” said 
junior Poppy Sheehan, who 
played Viola/Cesario, “and I really 
think we’ve come a long way.”

Members of the theater 
program displayed their hard work 
and dedication at the final shows 
on Friday and Saturday.  Emma 
said she hoped this production 
of “Twelfth Night” would better 
familiarize the KO community 
with Shakespeare. “I’ve been 
trying with this project to make 
[Shakespeare’s work] more acces-
sible to the general student popu-
lation,” said Emma. “I think the 
contemporary setting will help 
with that, and I trust my actors to 
communicate the story in a way that 
can be understood by everyone.”

Lexi Banasiewicz as Olivia and Tim Bucknam as Malvolio rehearse for 
“Twelfth Night,” directed by Emma Cowper.  Photo by Mrs. Kasprak.
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Chloe is a ‘Fresh Voice’ in poetry 
competition and summer festival
by Tara Kilkenny ’17

As a winner of the “Fresh 
Voices” Poetry Competition, 
Chloe Ezzo is will read her poems 
in this year’s Sunken Garden 
Poetry Festival at the Hill-Stead 
Museum in Farmington. Chloe 
has always pursued the arts 
through music, and her interest in 
creative writing and her achieve-
ment in the competition reflects 
her creativity and dedication.

About 100 students entered 
the competition, and 15 finalists 
were chosen after a reading of the 
poems. Of the 15, five winners 
were selected. Students were 
allowed to send up to five pages 
of poetry to the contest, with one 
poem per page. Chloe submitted 
four poems, including “Sound 
Advice” and “The Tenth Prayer.”

Chloe’s interest in poetry 
stemmed from reading and 
studying poems in her English 
class. “Mrs. Kasprak taught me 
how to appreciate poetry,” Chloe 
said, “and when I submitted 
a poem as an assignment, she 
suggested that I enter this contest.”

After becoming familiar 
with poetry in English class, it 
was apparent that Chloe was both 
talented and interested in this 
style of creative writing. “We did 
a brief unit of the poetry of Richard 
Wilbur, and we worked through 

his poems and talked about 
them,” said English teacher Meg 
Kasprak. “And Chloe’s earlier 
project with ‘Hamlet’ that involved 
poetry was very good, so I’m not 
surprised she entered the contest.”

Chloe wrote many poems, 
including the pieces she sent 
to the competition, over March 
break. Chloe read “Young People’s 
Poetry” and spent a lot of her free 
time reading and writing poetry.  

Chloe said she has a very 
specific brainstorming and writing 
process when working on her 
poems. She always works in her 
notebook, where all of her poems 
are written.  “Every time I have an 
interesting idea I write it down,” 
said Chloe. “I write dreams, songs, 
random words, and conversa-
tions. I write down these lists and 
lists of words, then I see what I 
like and pull it into my poetry.”

She writes several drafts, 
allowing herself to try many 
possibilities until she finds what 
she likes best. “It’s a slow buildup 
but the writing process is usually 
quick,” Chloe said. “I’m very 
specific about words because I 
think all poetry should be beautiful 
and create certain images, moods, 
and feelings with its versatility.”

When Chloe entered “Fresh 
Voices,” she chose poems and 
received help from her teacher 
with reading them. “I helped 

Chloe mostly with the reading, 
because, in order to be accepted, 
students have to read their 
poems like they’d read them at 
the festival,” said Mrs. Kasprak.

Chloe will read her poems 
at 6 p.m., Wednesday, Aug. 17. at 
the Sunken Garden Festival. She 
will also learn at a workshop with a 
professional poet, Kwame Dawes, 

Chloe is a winner of the Fresh Voices Competition and Sunken Garden Poetry Festival. Photo by Dennis Bisgaard.

Porfolio Prep art on display in gallery
by Hannah Bash ’18

Intricate and amazing 
artwork from the Portfolio Prep 
Honors class has been showcased 
in the Patricia Rosoff Art Gallery 
for all students and faculty to 
observe and enjoy. This work 
combines almost everything that 
the students have created this year.

Creat ive  ar ts  teacher 
Greg Scranton, the teacher of 
various school-wide art classes, 
including Portfolio Prep Honors 

during the spring semester, said 
that this class of seven girls is 
extremely talented. “They are 
an incredible group of students,” 
he said, “some of the finest I’ve 
worked with since I got here.” 

Creat ive  ar ts  teacher 
Scott McDonald teaches the 
fall semester of the course.

Mr. Scranton said the idea of 
the gallery came from the students 
and that he included some history 
into their showcase. “I told them a 
little bit about a salon-styled show-

case, which originated in Paris 
when galleries were small and they 
would fill the walls with numerous 
different types of artwork.”

For the second semester 
class, students complete more 
independent work, said junior 
Bonnie Steinberg, a member of the 
class. “The class has recently been 
working on each person finding 
their own style and each person 
developing a more cohesive body 
of work for their portfolio,” Bonnie 
said, “whereas earlier in the year 

we worked on basic art skills and 
stretching our artistic ability.”

Mr. Scranton agreed. “Most 
of the work that was made during 
the second semester,” he said, “is 
of their own designs and choice 
of their medium, which is a goal 
of mine in the second half. I want 
the students to make their own 
work independent of the teacher.”

Junior Meredith Ferris said 
students in the class enjoy great 
freedom to complete any project 
they wish and experiment with 
various types of mediums and ideas.

“Since each student focuses 
on the type of artwork they love, 
the pieces in the gallery are 
extremely diverse and are spread 
across many different mediums.” 
Meredith said, “However, inside 
the gallery, each artist’s style 
is unique and can be identified 
by their cohesive collection.” 

Junior Sasha Bash, a student 
in the course, said the artwork 
reflected both commonality and 
individuality. “Although people 
went in different directions for 
different pieces,” she said, “the 
overall techniques and themes 
generally remained the same.” 

Bonnie said she had water-
color paintings, acrylic paintings, 
and still life pieces on display 
in the gallery. Specifically, she 
had a watercolor of her feet in 
a hammock, a watercolor of a 
zebra, a still life of flowers in 

a vase, and a still life of fruit. 
On the complete oppo-

site end of artistic media, junior 
Kayla Glemaud, displayed lots 
of artwork using spray paint that 
she believes caught everyone’s 
eye. Kayla describes her art style 
as very “expressive and open.”

“I can’t focus on the tiny 
details in my work, but rather 
colorful and vivid types of 
things,” Kayla said. “As a result, 
I have fallen in love with street 
art, graffiti, and spray paint. 
One of her pieces in the gallery 
includes different words overlap-
ping each other in spray paint. 

Other  ar twork in the 
gallery included a ski village 
made by junior Jane Shafer, 
portraits made by junior Alex-
andra Burke, and a painting of a 
forest with a hidden message in 
it made by junior Noah Stanton. 

“The gallery was such a 
great opportunity to show our 
whole bodies of work and it 
was really nice to see every-
thing that we are proud of out 
on display,” said Meredith. 

Students in the course 
sa id  t ha t  Po r t fo l i o  P rep 
Honors is the perfect class for 
incoming juniors who love art 
and wish to make a portfolio 
for their college application.  

Kayla said, she would “10 
out of 10” recommend this class to 
students involved with art at KO.Artwork by each Portfolio Prep student is on diplay in the Patricia Rosoff Art Gallery.  Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

who will also read that night.
Students are welcome to 

support and listen to Chloe’s poems 
at the festival in the summer.  Mrs. 
Kasprak said the festival is great.  

“I encourage kids to come 
out and listen to Chloe, as it’s a 
lovely place and festival,” said 
Mrs. Kasprak. “Chloe seems to 
love words and language, and 

this is her way of celebrating it.”
As for the future, Chloe 

plans to write more poetry. “I 
will continue to write poetry 
because it’s something I really 
love to do,” she said. “You can’t 
become any more creative with 
writing than when you’re working 
with poetry, and I’m glad I have 
this way to express myself.”
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“Because I am a fash-
ionista” said senior Jacob 
Hallenbeck when asked why he 
thought he was chosen for this 
issue’s Fashionista of the Month. 

Although he claims that 
his fashion is undeniable, he 
also argued that the dress code 
has held him back in a way.

Jacob is not a fan of the 
tie rule. He said that he would 
prefer to leave it out of his 
everyday outfits. He claims this 
is not only for convenience, but 
also so he can abandon it so he 
can take more “fashion risks”.

“I feel like you can ‘stylize’ 
more without a tie,” he said. 

“Also, then you don’t have 
to wear a button up so you can 
wear nice overcoats and sweaters 
and stuff,” Jacob was sure to add. 

On a good day, Jacob will 
lay his clothing out before he 
goes to bed. He said that this 
lets him display his options 
and admire his fashion choices.

Not only does this habit let 
him look at his upcoming outfit, 
he said, but it also allows him to 
decide what he thinks will match 
how he is feeling for the next day.

“But when I’m feeling more 
laid back and want a comfort-
able day, I will pick out my outfit 
in the morning,” said Jacob. 

He confided that his favorite, 
and most noticable school outfit 
is a pair of khakis with a “nice” 
hoodie added for comfort, a vest 
over it for warmth and to enhance 
the look, a finishing touch of a 
hat that he said “tops it all off.” 

His unique shoe style further 
helps him stand out. The “usual” 
shoe for Jacob proudly features a 
swoosh on it. But he added that 
occasionally he changes it up with 

Fashionista of the month Jacob Hallenbeck. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18

KO’s Fashionista of the 
Month: Jacob Hallenbeck 
by Isabel Kaufman ’17

When it comes to academic 
performance, having the world 
at your fingertips can be both 
an ally – and a distraction. 

Though the practice of 
using smartphones is warmly 
welcomed at KO, some of the 
school’s highest achieving 
upperclassmen do not use them.

These students have a 
variety of reasons for their nonuse 
of cellphones, mostly stem-
ming from their parents, with the 
exception of junior Chloe Ezzo. 

“I do not believe in the prac-
tice of forced labor and sweat-
shops where they’re produced in 
Asia, and do not plan on owning 
one because of this and a variety 
of other reasons,” she said.

“I don’t see them as neces-
sary, and I certainly do not want 
to be one of those people who’s 
stuck to their phone all the time 
where I could be doing some-
thing more productive,” she said.  

However, this idea of addic-
tiveness and distraction was not 
common among other students 
who do not use smartphones. 

“If  I  want  to ,  I  can 
always distract myself with 
something else like watching 
TV or surfing the internet,” 
senior Emma Cowper said. 

Junior Adam Kim agreed. 
“I don’t see it [using a cell-
phone] as a whole lot more of 
an advantage because there are 
distractions everywhere you turn 
whether that be with other tech-
nology or with friends,” he said.

Top students said the 
ability to be easily social and 
constantly contacted by other 
students can be a distraction and 
that it’s also possible to have a 
social life without a smartphone. 

Adam sees not having 
a phone as a social advantage 

“It’s nice to be able to 
moderate who can reach you at 

virtually anytime of day,” he said.
Emma echoed this idea. “I 

like being able to control who can 
contact me because it allows me to 
be isolated and to concentrate when 
I need to,” she said. “However, I 
have been less involved socially, 
and I have to be more interactive 
at school to have a social life.”

The idea of sociability and 
its relevance to smartphones is 
also an important topic to Chloe. 

“I think not having a cell 
phone shows you who your 
friends are in that, if they really 
care about you and want to 
reach out to you, they’ll write 
you a letter and make more time 
for you in person,” she said. 

Although these students 
who do not use smartphones 
see a  re la t ive correlat ion 
between their disuse and high 
achievement, senior Benjamin 
Waldman, who will attend Yale 
University next year, disagrees.

Ben says that having the 
ability to regulate your own use 
and not waste time is the key. 

He also claims that having 
a smartphone can be an ally in 
some cases with being able to 
contact teachers at any time.

Having less contact with 
students and faculty for academic 
purposes was also a common 
disadvantage expressed by students 
who do not use smartphones. 

Some other disadvan-
tages they expressed were the 
lack of being able to easily 
schedule events and be alerted 
of them on time, and not being 
able to easily listen to music.

So if you are or strive to be 
at a high level of academia, having 
a smartphone is not your enemy 
and in some cases can be helpful. 

Some students suggested 
a less radical alternative to 
going phoneless: If you feel 
distracted by your phone, try 
putting it in another room while 
studying or simply turn it off.

Not so smart phones

vans or boots. He said that this 
change is completely based upon 
the upcoming weather forecast.

Accessory wise, Jacob 
says he will always be wearing 
his necklace. But to spice it 
up, he says some days he can 
be caught wearing “the ring.”.

Although this is what he 
calls it, this is his flashy football 
ring that he loves to wear proudly. 

Other days he mentioned 
that he rocks the three rubber 
bracelets  in  order  to  add 
a bit of color to the outfit. 

Although Jacob loves to 

discuss his style with others, 
even without the discussion, 
others notice him. “He has worn 
sweatpants and a sweatshirt to 
school before,” senior Holden 
White said, “but he actually 
rocks them and pulls it off.”

Jacob said the dress code 
holds him back, so he will do what 
he has to in order to be comfortable 
and as fashionable as he can be.

Although he may not 
be in dress code every day 
of the week, many agree that 
Jacob looks fashionable and 
put together no matter what. 

by John Leuschner ’18

The departure of KO faculty: Josh Feder

You might catch him 
onstage, helping an actor act out 
a monologue. If not, you’ll see 
him in the classroom explaining 
the laws of sines and cosines, 
or  the  midpoint  formula .

Musical director and math 
teacher Joshua Feder, who has 
taught at KO for two-and-a 
half years, will be leaving KO 
at the end of the school year.

Mr. Feder initially came to 
KO during the winter season of 
2013 to direct the musical that 
year, “The Drowsy Chaperone.”

However, he soon took 
the role of a math teacher as 
well because of his previous 
experience with tutoring math 
students in New York City.

Before coming here, Mr. 

Feder was a freelance musical 
director, working mainly in 
New York City, Connecticut and 
New Hampshire, while tutoring 
students in math on the side.

Mr.  Feder said he is 
most happy about how the 
shows at KO have turned out.

“I think the shows have 
been extraordinary,” he said. “I 
push people really hard, and they 
really rise up to the challenge.”

Mr.  Feder  is  leaving 
his job here so that he can go 
achieve his next goal: get a 
master’s degree in directing.

“I will definitely miss the kids 
and this theater program,” he said, 
“but I’ve known for five years that 
I’ve wanted to go to grad school, 
and I know now is the right time.”

This summer, Mr. Feder 
will go work at a theater program 
in New Hampshire, but after that, 
he’ll travel cross country to visit 
old friends and grad schools. 

He plans on applying to grad-
uate programs in December to get 
a Master of Fine Arts in directing. 

The schools he’s most 

This is the first of several 
farewell articles to the faculty 
departing from KO. The rest 
of these articles can be found 
on pages 16, 17, and 18.

by Neil Hemnani ’18

interested in going to are in 
New York, California, Chicago, 
Pennsylvania, and the New 
England area as a whole.

Mr. Feder said he wants to get 
his MFA in order to improve upon 
certain aspects of his directing.

These mainly include 
being able to better communi-
cate ideas to actors and learning 
about untraditional design, 

I will definitely 
miss the kids 
and this theater 
program,but I’ve 
known for five 
years that I’ve 
wanted to go to 
grad school.”

– Mr. Feder 

the future, or even at a college.
However, his focus right 

now is traveling the country and 
then getting a directing MFA.

Although we won’t see him 
in Roberts Theater working with 
students every day, or in class-
rooms teaching students about the 
miserable things called proofs, you 
can bet that Mr. Feder will continue 
to do great things in the future.

visual, and vocal techniques.
After he gets his MFA, Mr. 

Feder said he wants to go back 
to working with professional 
theater companies again, but 
he also wants to keep working 
with teens and younger people.

As for teaching, he said he 
has no idea if he’ll be doing so in 
the future. Mr. Feder said he might 
return to teaching at a school in 

Creative arts and math teacher Josh Feder. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.
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Forensic Union club advisor, 
English teacher, junior advisor, 
and friend are all titles used to 
describe Sarah Whalen and are 
all reasons she will be missed.

After  two years,  Ms. 
Whalen is leaving KO. Although 
she hasn’t been here for very 
long, students agree tht her years 
here have been very influential.

Ms. Whalen has coached 
Forensic Union and helped the team 
get to the International Indepen-
dent Public Speaking Competiton.

She will be leaving the group 
in the capable hands of English 
teacher Beth Repp and a new 
teacher who will help run the club.

Ms. Whalen has inspired and 
educated her students in the class-
room in many ways, whether she 
is making Shakespeare text more 
accessible by performing it or 
engaging  her students in thoughtful 
conversations about current events.  

She has started the women 
empowerment group on campus, 
Orange is the New Gray, perhaps 
her proudest achievement because 
of its ability to raise important 
discussions about coeducation 
and female culture on campus.

Although the future of the 

group is uncertain, she really 
hopes it continues. However, 
even if Orange Is the New Gray 
ends up absorbed by other social 
justice groups, Ms. Whalen said 
she will still be pleased because it 

Whether tirelessly working 
to make everyone’s class requests 
work or teaching students about 
the chemical elements of life, 
Director of Studies and science 
teacher Dennis Sullivan has 
exerted a profound impact on 
all those he works with at KO.

After teaching at KO for 
16 years, Mr. Sullivan is retiring 
from teaching. Previously, Mr. 
Sullivan taught chemistry at 

Durham Academy in Durham, 
N.C.,  and Rye Country Day 
School in Rye, N.Y.\Mr. Sullivan 
said that, after teaching for so long, 
he feels now is the time to stop.

“My son is also graduating 
this year,” he said, “and I’m ready 
to move on to the next phase of 
my life. There are things like 
grading that I’ve had enough of.”

He also cited his long 
commute to school from Long-
meadow, Mass., as another 
hard thing about teaching.

Mr. Sullivan said he’s 
happiest about how he’s always 
made the schedule, which he 
does every summer for about two 
months. He’s also happy about 
what he’s accomplished with 
chemistry here and the success 
of the AP chemistry program, 
where he’s mastered the art of 
teaching two years worth of 
college chemistry in nine months.

Mr. Sullivan said he’ll miss 
teaching, but he’s really looking 
forward to a slower pace of life and 
traveling with his wife now that 
his son will be going to college.

Mr. Sullivan said he looks 
forward to traveling, although he 
isn’t quite sure where he wants 
to go yet. After years of plan-
ning our schedules, Mr. Sullivan 
said he doesn’t want to make any 
more long-term plans and wants to 
take retirement one day at a time.

Mr. Sullivan said he will 
still come back occasionally 
during the course of next year to 
help out whenever it is needed. 

He also will help current 
Assistant Head of School for 
Student Life Carolyn McKee learn 
how to schedule classes next year, 
because she is taking over that duty.

Mr. Sullivan said he looks 
forward to taking life slowly now as 
he enjoys retirement with his wife.

Sarah Whalen

will at least remain on the radar. 
Her greatest  memory, 

however, cannot truly be tied to 
a specific event or summarized 
in a single phrase. “There are 
so many personal moments that 
were wonderful and so many little 
moments that happened in class 
that are totally magical and there 
are the performances I watched 
and I was just amazed,” she said.

However, if she had to choose 
one moment that she particularly 
rememebers with great fondness, 
she said it would be singing “Baby 
It’s Cold Outside,” with creative 
arts and math teacher Joshua 
Feder at Epic Coffehouse this year

The perfomance brought 
happy winter cheer while also 
raising awareness about rape.

She said she’s deeply sad to 
be leaving all of the kids she’s taught 
and connected with, Mr. Feder, 
and the special KO community.

She said KO has always 
felt like a place where change can 
truly happen just from ideas put 
into practice. And, although she 

by Vivian Goldstein

English teacher Sarah Whalen. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

Dennis Sullivan

“There are so 
many moments 
that happened in 
the class that are 
totally magical.”

– Ms. Whalen

by Vivian Goldstein
“I’m ready to 
move on to the 
next phase of my 
life.”

– Mr. Sullivan

Prefect or advisor?

Photo of Director of Studies and science teacher Dennis Sullivan. Photo by 
Shelby Fairchild ’17 .

said she’s sad to be leaving KO’s 
magical microcosm, she said 
she is very excited to continue 
her life in New York City and 
continue to make change there.

The plan to go to New 
York has always been there, 
she said. In fact, it never left.

Ms. Whalen had planned 
on staying and living in the city 
forever until her fiancé got into 
a residency program at Yale and 
she decided to move with him.

With the hour-long drive 
from New Haven every morning 
slowly “killing her,” the end of 
her husband’s resdiency program, 
and the suburban atmosphere 
of Connecticut that is antithet-
ical to anyone in their twenties, 
Ms. Whalen said she is ready to  
keep moving forward in her life.

Ms. Whalen will continue 
teaching English when she moves 
to New York.  “I’m interviewing 

now, which is really scary,” she said. 
She said she also hopes 

to get back to her artistic life in 
the theater, to reconnect with her 
friends in the city, and to leave 

her students with a belief in the 
future and in themselves that she 
said is best summarized by a quote 
from “The Help”: “You is kind, 
you is smart, you is important.”

If you came to KO in sixth 
grade or attended freshman year, 
you probably cherish fond memo-
ries of the senior advisors or 
senior prefects who worked with 
your advisee group. Their names 
might bring to mind a friendly 
face, or delicious baking, or just 
a helpful source of information. 

This spring, juniors had 
the opportunity to apply for the 
positions of senior advisor and 
senior prefect. Some juniors 
had a tough decision to make: 
which should they run for? 

Senior advisors mainly 
work  wi th  s ix th  graders ; 
their goal is to make the new 
students’ transition to KO as 
simple and painless as possible. 

They are assigned to an 
advisee group that they bring food 
for and do activities with. They 
also take trips with the Upper 
Prep class, such as the overnight 
trip to Camp Jewell in September. 

Senior prefects spend 
time with freshman advisee 
g r o u p s ,  h e l p i n g  t h e m 
adjust to the Upper School. 

Prefects  at tend every 
advisee group with the freshmen, 
and work closely with them to 
guide them through their year. 
As a final gift to the freshmen, 
the prefects perform a hysterical 
skit for the entire Upper School. 

Most juniors said that 
they have known that they 
wanted to be either a senior 
prefect or a senior advisor since 
they first came to the school. 

“I think  [I wanted to be a 
prefect] because of my senior 
prefect Sam Wiseman,” said junior 
Cassie T-Pederson. “He was really 
great as a prefect, and he was really 

nice to us. I’ve always had it in 
the back of my mind that I want 
to apply for prefect junior year.” 

Julia Goldsmith, who will 
be a senior advisor next year, 
felt similarly. “Ever since I was 
in sixth grade and I had my own 
senior advisors, “ Julia said, “I 
knew that I wanted to be one.” 

J u n i o r s  g e n e r a l l y 
said they made their deci-
sion based on the age of the 
students they would work with. 

“I feel like its easier to form 
lasting bonds with freshmen,” said 
junior Noah Stanton, “because 
they’re a little bit more close to 
your age. Also, the schedules line 
up a lot better for high schoolers.”  

Cassie agreed. “I think a lot 
of people who applied for senior 
advisor have more experience with 
kids,” Cassie said. “I love kids, but 
I honestly don’t have much expe-
rience hanging out with them.”

T h o s e  j u n i o r s  w h o 
did apply for senior advisor 
said they are very excited to 
work with younger students. 

“I’m looking forward to 
bonding with the kids in my 
group,” Julia said, “and making the 
transition from elementary school 
to middle school enjoyable.” 

Junior James Witt said 
he has a different reason for 
becoming a senior advisor. 

He came in sixth grade, 
and said he loved spending time 
with his own senior advisors. 

“I feel like it’s a full circle 
kind of thing,” James said. “It would 
be some kind of poetic justice.” 

Whether for philosophical 
reasons or just because it seems 
exciting and fun, senior prefects and 
senior advisors alike are looking 
forward to spending time with 
their new advisee groups next year.

by Emma Smith ’18
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Although his mathematical 
knowledge is sure to impress 
people and his knack for running 
is clear, it is math teacher Scott 
Rodil i tz’s  shining person-
ality that people will not forget 
after he leaves KO this year.

Af ter  three  years  of 
teaching at KO, mathematics 
teacher Mr. Rodilitz is leaving.

Despite his brief time at 
KO, he’s managed to bring home 
several wins for the girls cross 
country team, boys track and 
field team, and implemented a 
new math elective, Game Theory.

He said he’s very glad to have 
had the opportunity to make math 
more available to kids and to instill 
a love of running in kids, which he 
admits isn’t always the easiest feat.

Out of everything, Mr. 
Rodilitz said he will miss the energy, 
enthusiasm, and passion of the 
kids he works with every day and 
his colleagues, although it would 
probably be more apt to call them 
friends, he’s met along the way.

The reason Mr. Rodilitz is 
leaving our school is to go back 
to school himself. He will be 
attending Yale graduate school 
next year. He has always planned 

on going back to grad school, but 
has been prolonging it for awhile. 

“I was prolonging it until 
it wasn’t an option. [Until I 
decided] it’s something I want 
to do. I have to do it,” he said.

He plans to earn his Ph.D. 
in applied mathematics, work 
as a teaching assistant, and 
get involved in Yale’s running 
community, (although he said 
he’ll mostly be doing it for fun). 

Whether you know him 
for his Latin announcements, 
soccer coaching, laid-back 
personality, or his hair, he will 
surely be missed next year.

Latin teacher and soccer 
coach Travis Rains, who has 
taught both at the Middle School 
and Upper School, is leaving 
after 11 years of teaching at KO.

Mr.  Rains said he is 
saddest to be leaving behind 
all of the students he’s taught 
and connections he’s made.

“I think I will definitely miss 
coaching the soccer team – I’ve 
hit many people in the head – and 
because I traditionally have the 
students for multiple, years and I get 
to know them very well. Y’know, 
that’s a little tough,” he said.

In terms of accomplish-
ments, outside of founding the 
Doctor Who club, which he 
said jokingly, Mr. Rains said he 
couldn’t really come up with 
one.“I don’t know. What have I 
accomplished?” he asked humbly.

 Never a man for big things, 
he said he tended to find his happi-
ness in the smaller things. These 
things include being around some 
pretty cool people and getting paid 
to do what he’s most passionate 
about: translating Latin, every day.

Mr. Rains will be headed 
to Duluth, Minn., because of 
his wife’s job and will be a stay 
at home dad. Although he said 
he loved his time at KO, he said 
he’s very enthusiastic about 
having a year or so off to read 
Latin texts that aren’t normally 
in the high school curriculum and 
spending time with his children.

by Vivian Goldstein ’17 by Vivian Goldstein ’17

Scott Rodilitz Travis Rains

          Math teacher Scott Rodilitz, left, and Latin teacher Travis Rains. Photos by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

Michelle Murphy
by Vivian Goldstein ’17

Although you may not see 
Mrs. Murphy in your day-to-day 
activities, she’s a constant staple 
in your life – through every adver-
tisement and every newsletter 
– and it will be sad to see her go.

Mrs. Murphy has worked at 
KO for four years as the Director of 
Communications and Marketing.

O f t e n  n o t  w o r k i n g 
directly with the students. Mrs. 
Murphy is behind the scenes, 
making sure things are running 
smoothly and accordingly for us.  

During her t ime here 
she’s implemented the “Wyvern 
Weekly” e-newsletter and gotten 

“ink” for the KO students, 
alumni, and programs either 
in local newspapers or on TV.

Although she’s leaving 
a lot at KO, she’ll be taking 
so  much  of  i t  wi th  her. 

For example, she will 
remember the great cafeteria 
food, all of the amazing friend-
ships she’s made, and Pat Rosoff 
Day, where all of the bright colors 
students wore made a tragic day 
something beautiful and joyous. 

Mrs. Murphy will be leaving 
to become Director of Advance-
ment at Malta House of Care Foun-
dation in Hartford, an organization 
dedicated to bringing free health 
care in a large van to people who 
otherwise wouldn’t get health care.

This cause is very impor-
tant to her, and she said she’s very 
excited to seize the opportunity.

Although she is sad to be 
leaving the Kingswood Oxford 
communuty, Mrs. Murphy is 
ready to take on her new job 
and carry everything she has 
learned from KO over to the 
Malta House of Care Foundation.  

“I have been a donor 
and a volunteer in this group 

for a few years now because I 
believe strongly in its mission,” 
she said. “It’s a place that’s 
very dear to my heart, so when 
the opportunity to work there 
presented itself, I jumped at it.”

Although leaving is bitter-
sweet, she’s looking forward 
to positively affecting these 
different neighborhoods and 
the free time that will be avail-
able to her to spend more week-
ends and days with her children.

Joshua Bezdek
Though many may be unfa-

miliar with first-year creative arts 
teacher Joshua Bezdek, he has 
certainly filled an important role in 
the artistic side of the school, along 
with the community as a whole. 

Teaching both Middle and 
Upper School classes, Mr. Bezdek 
reached out to a variety of students 
and explored many fields of art. 

He worked this first year 
as a part-time teacher, spending 
most of his time in the art room. 

by Isabel Kaufman ’17

Middle school 
students are able 
to sink deeper 
into the artwork 
without the stress 
of other very chal-
lenging classes.

– Mr. Bezdek

In the Upper School, Mr. 
Bezdek took over the introduction 
to art classes, teaching the students 
the basics of art and background 
behind what they will be doing. 

Moving onto the younger 
students, he teaches Middle School 
painting, along with sculpture. 

“Middle School students 
are able to sink deeper into the 
artwork without the stress of 
other very challenging classes,” 
he said. He said he likes to chal-
lenge himself to see how far he can 
push the creativity of his students. 

Mr. Bezdek will teach in 
the art deparment at Miss Porter’s 
School next year.  The job oppor-
tunity happened to pop up unex-
pectedly, and he said that he could 
not pass up a chance to work 
at the same school as his wife. 

“Since we are both teachers, 
we have never been able to work 
together, but it has finally happened 

where there are needs in my area 
of teaching along with my wife’s at 
the same school,” said Mr. Bezdek. 

To make to transition, he 
is running a painting class this 
summer at Camp KO, and plans 
to continue this class for years to 
come. Luckily for both faculty and 
students, he says that leaving the 
campus for good is not his intention. 

Congratulations to my amazing 
Grandson, Nic Bisgaard.

I’m so proud of you! 
Love, Grandma Ruth

Director of Communications and Marketing Michelle Murphy. Photo by 
Shelby Fairchild  ’17.

Creative arts teacher Joshua Bezdek. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

Although he admits his  
his far-off expected gradua-
tion date will test his patience, 
he couldn’t be more excited to 
be working on hard puzzles and 
riddles for long periods of time 
and letting his “inner nerd out.”

Don’t be afraid that he’ll 
disappear forever. Because Yale 
is still nearby, Mr. Rodilitz plans 
to return to KO for the occasional 
meet or just to pop by and say hi!
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Seven years of singing, 
of combining voices to make 
music, have not only helped 
these singers perfect harmony 
but also find a love of singing 
that can only come with time. 
Certain things just click when you 
have been singing with the same 
people since sixth grade at KO.

Everybody’s journey began a 
little differently. Some, like senior 
Hope Nemirow or senior Lauren 
Barnes, began singing by chance. 

Others were inspired by 
people in their life to sing. Senior 
Rob Yirigian was inspired when 
he watched his sister sing in 
sixth grade. Similarly, senior 
Gwyneth McDonald’s grandpa 
loved s inging and passed 
that same love down to her.

There’s something enig-
matic about what makes singing 
special to people. For Rob, it’s 
the energy that comes from 
it. “It’s almost like getting a 
shot. It revs you up,” he said. 

For others, the value of 

singing comes less from the 
actual singing but from the expe-
rience of going on chorus trips 
or bonding with people who are 
just as interested in the same 
things you are, a feeling that 
resonated with hope. There are 
so many reasons that the passion 
for singing cannot truly be placed.

Regardless of the reason why, 
they all fell in love with singing 
and have grown along that journey. 
Lauren remembers how different 
she was as a singer in sixth grade. 

“One of  our  favori te 
lines from “The Unseen Play-
mate” was ‘he sings when he 
tinkles the musical glass’…  [it] 
really goes to show how much 
we got done if anything had 
the slightest bit of sixth grade 
humor,” she said. Now that she’s 
grown up, she’s more mature 
and has become a role model.

Gwyneth also stepped 
into the mantle of role model by 
making personal changes to inspire 
others. She said she gained more 
confidence in herself and her abili-
ties and never gave up on what 

The Senior Green buzzes, 
the sports fields shout with senior 
days, and the classrooms relax in 
accomplishment. It’s the same for 
all seniors as, day after day, gradu-
ation approaches. The atmosphere 
of anticipation cannot be contained.

The excitement about the 
festivities of the upcoming week 
is ringing through the school; it’s a 
feeling that most seniors share. All 
seniors interviewed said they felt 
not only this excitement but also 
the similar thrill of a fresh start.

“It’s kinda scary, but it’s also 
like nobody else I know is going 
to be there so it can be my thing,” 
said senior Isabelle Deflippo, 
who will attend the University 
of North Carolina Wilmington. 
“I’ll always miss my friends 
but I’m excited for a new start.”

The feeling of apprehensive 
excitement and appreciation of a 
new start was shared among many, 
but of course for Isabelle it wasn’t 
only the idea of a fresh start that she 
said got her excited. “Also, I can’t 
wait for the warmer weather,” she 
said, “regardless of the long drive.” 

The long drive Isabelle 
addressed is another factor other 
seniors mentioned. Carter Swanson, 
who is attending Notre Dame in 
the fall, shares Isabelle’s acknowl-
edgment of the long distance. 

But Carter said he won’t 
let this fact bring him down. “I 
think it’ll be tough to leave every-
thing we’ve known for four years 
behind, but it’ll be fun to make new 
friends and start over,” he said. 

Once again the feeling 
of delight for a new year, new 
place, and new friends can not be 
contained or diminished regardless 

of the uncertainty of leaving what 
the senior have known for so long.

Not only is it the idea 
of leaving the well-known 
that can rattle some seniors, 
but also the idea of change.

“I’m excited for college, 
but changing my whole routine 
and schedule is kind of stressful,” 
said senior Kendall Allerton 
who will attend Lasell College.  

But she also said that, 
despite the stress that comes 
she knows is approaching, “I’m 
excited to meet new people though 
and learn more about everything.”

She also mentioned that the 
opportunity to learn more was 
another reason for excitement.

This is a feeling senior 
Jimmy Woods shares as he leaves 
to attend IMG Academy for a post-
graduate year for baseball. “It’s 
different than college, but it’s a step 
toward where I want to be,” he said. 

He said that, even though 
it won’t be like a college atmo-
sphere, he’s excited about the 
prospect of a new place and 
the opportunity to improve in 
an important aspect of his life.

“I don’t mind taking the 
extra year if it means achieving my 
goal. I’m in no rush,” Jimmy said.

All seniors interviewed 
said their excitement could not be 
contained for almost the same exact 
reasons: a new chapter in their lives.

But even though the excite-
ment for that same idea bubbled 
among the students, it was the tiny 
details of excitement the seniors 
shared that let their goals stand out. 

Whether it be the warm 
weather, new friends, or the oppor-
tunity to learn and improve, all 
seniors said they can’t wait to go 
make another school their own!

Seniors’ seven years of singing

If you’ve been a Spanish 
student at the Middle School or the 
Upper School, you might’ve had 
her as a teacher. If not, you might’ve 
had her as coach for a season.

Spanish teacher  Kate 
Reigeluth, who has taught at KO 
for five years, will be leaving 
after this year to move to New 
Hampshire with her husband.

Before coming to KO, Mrs. 
Reigeluth taught Spanish at Fair-
field Country Day School, a K-9 
all boys school in Fairfield, CT.

At KO, Mrs. Reigeluth 
has taught Spanish at the Middle 
School and Upper School, 

by Vivian Goldstein ’17

From left to right, seniors Lauren Barnes, Gwyneth McDonald, Rob Yirigian, 
Ellie Kraus and Hope Nemirow. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

Seniors excited, 
nervous to leave
by Olivia Rossi ’18

Kate Reigeluth

made her happy in life, setting 
an example for future singers 
and soloists. “Mr. Baker has also 
taught me what it means to be a 
great teacher, and he showed me 
how a good mentor can instill 
confidence in others,” she said.

Rob’s growth was more 
physical than Lauren’s or Gwyn-
eth’s, as he went from the highest- 
pitched boy in the choir to one of 
the lower ranged boys in the choir.

A s  t h e y ’ v e  g r o w n , 
they’ve all made new friends 
and gotten more comfortable 
performing, some even getting 
solos as they’ve grown as artists. 

Gwyneth said she loved 
singing “Honeymoon Avenue” by 
Ariana Grande this year because it 
was perfectly in her range and she 
even got a solo in it! “I also really 
vibed with the message of the song, 
so I was able to channel a lot of 

emotion into the piece,” she said.
Lauren, on the other hand, 

couldn’t really choose one 
piece and was stuck in a three-
way tie between “Waiting on 
the World to Change,” which 
she had a solo in, “Runaround 
Sue,” and “Ave Maria,”; all 
are three very different songs. 

But for her, it seemed 
less about the song choice and 
more about just having a good 
time. “I want to be the person 
whose dancing and having a 
good time on stage. I just always 
want to have fun!” she said.

Rob said he loved performing 
his solo in “Drag Me Down” by 
One Direction and making others 
feel good when they hear his voice. 
“I am a legendary singer,” he said. 

The five seniors all plan 
to continue singing in college. 
“I hope that I can find groups in 
college,” said Lauren. “Because 
you’re not going to remember 
stuff from the tests, but you’re 
still going to remember the songs 
you sang . . . Music is one of 
those things you don’t forget.”

coached boys and girls cross 
country, and coached “B” girls-
basketball at the Middle School.

When Mrs. Reigeluth first 
came to KO, she came because 
her fiance (now her husband) got a 
job at Westminster School teaching 
English and coaching track and 
field, so she and her husband 
had to move for the new job.

Mrs .  Re ige lu th  s a id 
that coming to KO has taught 
her  a  lot  and helped her 

by Neil Hemnani ’18 become a much better teacher.
“As soon as I stepped 

on campus,” she said, “I real-
ized that I was surrounded by 
extremely talented teachers.”

Taking risks with her 
students is one of the best 
opportunities Mrs. Reigeluth 
said she has had at this school.

One of these was the 
flipped classroom, a system where 
students learn new material at 
home and do “homework” in class.

For this system, Mrs. Reige-
luth went as far as making her own 
videos for homework every night 
to teach her students the material.

Another  one of  Mrs. 
Reigeluth’s favorite experiences 
here at KO has been working 
with the Middle School Google 
Ninjas, students who teach the 
entire Middle School about tech-
nology in education through 
assemblies and a help desk.

“It’s been fun to see the 
amount of expertise [the students] 

“I’m going to 
miss the deep 
commitment of 
my students,” she 
said, “the wild 
energy of Middle 
Schoolers, their 
excitement...

– Mrs. Reigeluth

have in technology,” she said.
Mrs. Reigeluth has decided 

to move again after five years 
because her husband has been 
working as Assistant Director 
at Camp Pasquaney, a summer 
camp at Newfound Lake in New 
Hampshire, for over a year now.

“We’ve been spending 
m u l t i p l e  w e e k s  a p a r t , 
which is  hard,” she said.

Mrs. Reigeluth will now 
teach Spanish at The Derry-
field School, a 6-12 school, 
in Manchester, N.H., while 
also coaching crew there.

What will Mrs. Reige-
luth miss most about KO?

“I’m going to miss the deep 
commitment of my students,” she 
said, “the wild energy of Middle 
Schoolers, their excitement, and 
I’ll miss the support and profes-
sionalism of my colleagues. I think 
we have a special combo of devoted 
students and dedicated teachers.”

Spanish teacher Kate Reigeluth. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.
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Assistant Editor at Food52 
in New York City Caroline 
Lange ’11 spoke at the 26th 
annual Warren Baird Journalism 
Dinner on Monday, April 25.

Started in 1991 by former 
staff members of the KO News, 
the dinner was established as a 
way to honor Warren Baird, a 
former English teacher and 21-year 
faculty advisor to the newspaper. 

This year many former KO 
News editors and current parents 
attended the dinner to honor 
the legacy of Mr. Baird. Scott 
Schwartz ’76, Mary Martin ’77, 
Jon Kaufman ’85 and former KO 
art history teacher Mariah Klaneski 
Resiner ’00 were all in attendance.

Despite the fact that Ms. 
Lange was the youngest speaker 
in the history of the event, 
current editors said they were 
impressed with her eloquence 
and current career footing.

Junior Noah Stanton said 
that Ms. Lange’s passion greatly 
contributed to her success. “I think 
it’s really inspiring how Caroline 
was able to pursue a career in some-
thing she never thought she could. 
It just goes to show that you can 
be anything you want,” said Noah.

While at Kingswood Oxford, 
Ms. Lange served as the features 
and copy editor for the KO News. 

She also wrote reviews of area 
restaurants. Ms. Lange cited her 
tenure on the KO News as a cata-
lyst for her love of print journalism.

While Ms. Lange said 
that she enjoyed the casualness, 
analytic capabilities and quick-
ness of online journalism, she 
said there is something special 
about print journalism. “I love 
print journalism,” said Ms. Lange.

After graduating from KO 
in 2011 Ms. Lange received a 
B.A degree in creative writing 
f rom Barnard  Col lege  a t 
Columbia University. Ms. Lange 
said that her experience at KO 
convinced her to study writing.

Ms. Lange said that she 

Journalists feast on Lange’s words
was initially hesitant to become 
a writer given the profes-
sion’s volatility and instability. 

“I remember talking to 
Asha [Appel] about how nervous 
I was about entering the field of 
writing…she [said] it’s the best 
skill to have and [that] it’s also 
just a lot of fun,” said Ms. Lange.

While at Barnard, Ms. 
Lange was head writing fellow 
at the Barnard College Writing 
Center, assistant copy editor 
for the Columbia Daily Spec-
tator’s blog and coordinator 
of community-building activi-
ties for first-year students.

During her studies at 
Barnard, Ms. Lange completed 

many internships, including 
positions at Sweet & Bitters 
Quarterly, Edible Brooklyn, and 
The Daily Meal, all websites 
focus ing  on  cooking and 
New York City area dining.

Ms. Lange said that her 
experience as an intern was invalu-
able to her career. “[Life is] all 
about making connections. Writing 
is about meeting people. It amazes 
me constantly how once you have 
met one person the connections all 
sort of web out,” said Ms. Lange

Citing the prevalence of 
new media sources in online 
journalism, Ms. Lange said that 
it was important to be flexible at 
the start of your career. “Say yes 

to things you are truly interested…
you can write about anything you 
want to write about and make a 
career around it,” said Ms. Lange

With the publication of 
content online Ms. Lange said 
that editors are now able to quickly 
analyze the popularity of an article. 

The desire for quick enter-
tainment has made it difficult 
to find the optimal length of an 
article for publication. “People 
have a lower patience for longer 
pieces. [At Food 52] we are 
always trying to increase the 
number of views on the site…
[and] we experiment a lot with 
capturing readers,” said Ms. Lange

Citing the importance of 
social media in journalism, Ms. 
Lange spoke about the impor-
tance of maintaining a strong and 
respectable digital media presence. 
“Social media response [to content] 
is really important. Having an Insta-
gram presence is huge,” she said.

Junior Grace Amell said 
that she was interested in hearing 
about Ms. Lange’s success 
thus far, despite her young age. 

“It was inspiring to hear 
about a journalist who is already 
so established just a year or so out 
of college,” she said. “It shows 
that whatever your interests are, 
if you immerse yourself in what 
you love you can achieve success.”

by Alec  Rossi ’17

Seniors savor 
their 7 Years 

On Monday, May 16, seven-
year seniors gathered in the dining 
hall for a dinner to celebrate their 
completed time at KO. With parents 
in tow, the students conversed with 
teachers and friends over dinner. 

Each seven-year senior 
can choose two faculty guests to 
attend the event with them. Many 
advisors and Middle School 
teachers attended. Associate 
Director of the Middle School 
Kathryn Dunn organizes the 
event each year. “It's a fun and 
feel good evening. The speeches 
are always really good,” she said.

The evening’s program 
consists of a slideshow featuring 
seniors throughout their years 
at KO as well as speeches from 
students and administrators. 

This year's speakers were 
seniors Hayley Eicher, Evan 
Kelmar, and Dylan Udolf. Hayley 
talked about her journey from 

sixth grade to senior year, Evan 
gave an entertaining after-dinner 
speech, and Dylan spoke about 
how KO allowed him to pursue 
his passion for snowboarding 
while still getting an education.

The Seven-Year Dinner 
is a great way to meet up with 
old friends, said Ms. Dunn. 

It’s cool to see how people 
have changed over the time, 
and mostly how their relation-
ships have changed.” she said.

Ms. Dunn said that that 
25 students  who at tended 
t h e  S e v e n - Ye a r  D i n n e r. 

With only 32 students in 
that sixth grade year, that means 
almost 80 percent of students 
from that particular class stayed 
all the way to senior year.

The Seven-Year Dinner 
is one of many events seniors 
will attend during the last week 
of school. In addition, they are 
involved in the Senior Prom, 
senior recitals, and Class Night. 

by Adam Ovian ‘18

Seven Year Seniors pose together for the last time. Photo by Greg Scranton.

 Seniors  Luke Mills , 
B e n j a m i n  Wa l d m a n  a n d 
M a r k  S h e e h a n  w o n  t h i s 
year ’s senior thesis prizes. 

Each year the English 
department awards prizes for 
the top three or four best theses, 
which are chosen at the discre-
tion of the English department 
as a whole. Each winner receives 
a book chosen specifically for 
them because of its relation-
ship to the topic of their thesis. 

 “The theses submitted 
for consideration for an award 
are reproduced without names 
attached, and then shared in a  
google folder for the entire English 
department to read,” said Mrs. 
Kasprak. “After reading the essays, 
we gather to vote as a group to 
choose the essays which conform 
to the established criteria.”

 Mrs. Kasprak said that, 
in order to judge the essays, 
the English teachers estab-
lished a set of criteria for what 
defines an “excellent thesis.”

These criteria include the 
following: 1. Elegantly crafted 
and polished. 2. Original (at least 
to the author). 3. Well developed 
and finished. 4. Drawn from 
a sufficiently broad variety of 
secondary source material. 5. 
Fun to read. 6. Reflective of the 
students’ sincere connection to 

the literary material and the inves-
tigation. 7. Correctly MLA cited.

“One must integrate a 
variety of skills well, including 
close reading of primary sources, 
an attention to structure, persever-
ance in searching for helpful and 
appropriate secondary sources, 
a willingness to edit (and even 
discard) some element or section 
that you've worked hard on,” said 
Mrs. Kasprak. “Mostly writing 
a thesis affords the opportunity 
for students to develop an ener-
getic imagination and apply it 
to a topic that excites them.”

Mrs. Kasprak said that the 
best part about teaching a thesis 
class is learning about a new topic 
from each of her students. “In 
some ways, that's also the most 
challenging because you have to 
juggle so many different topics, 
students and abilities simulta-
neously,” said Mrs. Kasprak. 

“The worst part of teaching 
thesis (though totally neces-
sary),” she said, “is the single 
weekend in which teachers read 
and comment on all twelve rough 
drafts. Each draft (about 15 to 25 

pages) needs work, and offering 
help and suggestions often takes 
at least two hours per essay.”

Luke’s thesis explored 
the implications of betrayal 
a s  p o r t r a y e d  b y  S h a k e -
speare in two of his tragedies, 
Julius Caesar and Coriolanus. 

“I argued that Shakespeare 
presents betrayal as a confusing 
and self-destructive act that 
causes traitors to betray their 
own values as well,” said Luke.

Luke said he had recently 
read “Julius Caesar” and really 
enjoyed it; this is how he found 
his thesis topic. “I decided to read 
“Coriolanus” as well because 
I knew it was also a Shake-
spearean tragedy set in ancient 
Rome so I thought it might 
be interesting if I could find 
some way to compare the two.”

Luke said that he enjoyed 
writing his senior thesis, though 
the assignment was very chal-
lenging. “It was a lot of work but I 
also enjoyed the process and found 
it very rewarding to really develop 
my thoughts on a deeper level 
than I had in the past,” he said. 

Theses awarded for 
extraordinary effort

by Gwyneth McDonald ‘16

Former editors senior Kate Betts and Lexi Banasiewicz pose with Caroline Lange ‘11. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ‘17.

Best wishes to the 
Class of 2016 

from the KO Faculty and Staff



20 FRIDAY
May 27, 2016 News Under the Radar FRIDAY

May 27, 2016 21

Two fundraisers established 
by students took place in the KO 
community on Saturday, May 
7. Cars Against Colon Cancer 
and a Fun Run for South Sudan. 

From 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
scores of people came to a 
car show at KO to join the 
fight against colon cancer. 

Junior Benjamin Coady 
organized Cars Against Colon 
Cancer to raise awareness for 
colon cancer prevention. “I 
started Cars Against Colon Cancer 
because my grandma was diag-
nosed with colon cancer and I 
wanted to do something to help 
her,” he said. “I combined my 
love for cars and my desire to 
raise awareness for colon cancer 
prevention and created the event.”

The event consisted of 
exotic cars parked in Outlook 
Circle. Colon cancer preven-
tion pamphlets were also passed 
out. All of the money raised is 
being given to the American 
Cancer Society and so far $3,493 
has been raised, said Benjamin. 

The cars were provided by 
private owners and car dealerships, 
Benjamin said. “Most of the cars 
were owned by private owners. I 

met many of the owners because 
I have volunteered at other car 
shows. New Country Motors in 
Hartford brought six Mercedes.”

Despite the rain, around 
100 people showed up, including 
people outside of the community. 
This number did not include the 
car owners. Unfortunately, some 
people did not show up with their 
cars due to the rain because they 
did not want to get their cars wet.

“Overall, the event really 
went well,” said junior Jeffery 
Baker, “I liked the vibe set by 
both the owners of the cars 
and the viewers as well. I hope 
they can continue this tradi-
tion as it brings a different kind 
of culture to this campus.” 

Benjamin said that he plans 
on doing the event again next year.

A second fundraiser occured 
in the same week, this one 
raising money for South Sudan. 

This fundraiser was a 5K 
at KO that raised around $400 
for Water for South Sudan. 

It was initiated by a group 
of sixth-graders, said Upper 
Prep Dean Andy. Carr.“Two 
years ago, a group of sixth grade 
students decided they wanted to 
raise money to build a well in 
South Sudan after reading the 

book a ‘Long Walk to Water’ 
for summer reading,” he said.

Middle School English 
teacher Kyle Chapman said that 
the Middle Schoolers were very 
moved after reading the book and 
wanted to make a change. “They 
were inspired to try and help 
some villages in South Sudan 
get wells for water,” he said.

Mr. Chapman also said that 
this was not the first fundraiser that 
the group has organized. “They 
started fundraising, and they have 
done different events in the past, 
such as selling rainbow loom brace-
lets at Huit Day or selling water at 
dance recitals,” Mr. Chapman said. 

This year, they decided on 
a fun run because it was inclu-
sive to both the Upper and Middle 
schools. “The idea came from the 
fact that we think school-wide 
activities, between the Upper 
school and the Middle School, 
are a lot of fun,” said Mr. Carr. 
He added that KO’s campus made 
it seem easy to plan and utilize.

Mr. Chapman said that he 
and Mr. Carr joked around about 
doing a fundraiser where he would 
run a 5K and then training for a 
couple of months and run another 
5K in which people could donate 
money for every second of time cut. 

“This morphed into a race against 
the fastest guy around [Scott] 
Rodilitz,” Mr. Chapman said.

Due to Mr. Rodilitz’s speed, 
Mr. Chapman was given a head 
start. A Middle School math class 
calculated how much of a head start 
Mr. Chapman should be given, said 
Mr. Chapman. “Mrs. Repp’s math 
class took my 5K time and Mr. 
Rodilitz’s 5K time and figured out 
how much of a lead I should get. 
It worked out well because the 
race was very close in the end.”

Mr. Chapman won by about 
200 yards. However, whoever lost 
had to wear a dinosaur costume for 

a whole day, said Upper School 
math teacher Mr. Rodilitz. “I am 
glad I participated in the event for 
a good cause,” Mr. Rodilitz said.

The race between Mr. 
Rodilitz and Mr. Chapman took 
place at 8:30 a.m, but anyone 
could run at 9 a.m., Mr. Chapman 
said. “A handful of Middle 
School kids, parents, and teachers 
were there. They each paid 
$15 to run and get a T-shirt and 
there were donuts afterwards.”

A l t h o u g h  t h e  e v e n t 
was great, Mr. Carr said they 
could have raised more money 
had it not been a rainy day.

Two charity events benefit important causes
by Sasha Bash ‘17

Cars Against Colon Cancer attendees: From left, juniors, Luke Gioffre, Ryan 
Clifford, Matt Lord, Ben Coady. Photo by Shelby Fairchild  ’17

Form Three  s tudents 
took a step into history on 
Monday, May 2, during a field 
trip to the Mark Twain House. 

They beheld the sweeping 
staircase, the meticulously sten-
ciled walls, the purposefully 
ostentatious dining room and 
most importantly the study and 
desk where Mark Twain penned 
“The Adventures of Huckle-
berry Finn” and “Tom Sawyer.”

The freshman class ventured 
to the Mark Twain house as part 
of its discussion of “The Adven-
tures of Huckleberry Finn.”

The museum that owns the 
house, located a mere 10 minutes 
from KO, offered students an array 
of activities: a tour of the house 
itself, a short documentary film, 
a creative writing workshop and 
an exhibit on the Twain family.

“I think it’s important to 
understand the historical context 
of ‘Huck Finn,’ particularly 
because it’s a hard book for 
freshmen,” said English teacher 
Catherine Schieffelin, the coor-
dinator of the Mark Twain house 
trip.  “To throw freshmen into 
‘Huck Finn’ without a flotation 
device is potentially harmful.”

Ms. Schieffelin said that she 
feels as though the trip provides 
that flotation device because it 
gives students historical insight 
and contextual information so they 
can better understand the novel.

Other teachers agreed.  “I 
think without the history, ‘Huck 
Finn’ means nothing,” said 
English teacher Sarah Whalen.  
“Without [the history], it’s just a 
story about two guys on a river.”

Many teachers and students 
said that seeing the house illumi-

Frosh visit Twain House
by Benjamin Small ’19 nated their understanding of the 

novel. “I learned about [Mark 
Twain’s] opinions on slavery, how 
he treated his slaves and servants,” 
said freshman Amy Mistri. “ All of 
this led to a greater understanding.” 

Others agreed. “I learned 
about his beliefs on life, which 
came through in the text,” said 
freshman Jason Meizels.  “He 
disregarded society as conformist.  
His disdain for society comes 
through in  ‘Huck Finn.’”

Jason added that  the 
turning point was when Huck 
chooses to help his friend Jim – a 
runaway slave – and accept the 
consequences.“The turning point of 
the story is when Huck decides that 
humanity is inherently flawed and 
must be questioned,” said Jason.  

Students said they felt that 
the visit allowed them to learn 
about Mark Twain as a person, 
rather than an idealized author.  
“Going to the Mark Twain 
house, I learned more about Sam 
Clemens the person instead of 
Mark Twain the writer, like I 
did in school,” said Amy.  “[I 
learned] where he lived, where he 
spent time with his family, how 
he interacted with his children.”

Teachers agreed. “With 
authors of such stature, we 
forget they’re real people,” said 
Ms. Whalen. “To see where 
he ate and slept was exciting.”

Students also said that they 
learned about various events in 
Twain’s life that inspired and 
affected his writing. “I learned 
that Mark Twain’s failed invest-
ment impacted his life and [that] 
he made much of his money 
as a traveling speaker,” said 
freshman Rabih Chughtai. “I 
really appreciated how he gave 
people an understanding of status.” Mr. Bisgaard and Mr. Levine enjoy dinner with John Wang ’88 (their host) and family. Photo courtesy of Mr. Bisgaard

On Saturday, April 9, long-
time history teacher Ted Levine 
and Head of School Dennis 
Bisgaard traveled to China to 
meet with families of students 
currently attending KO. They 
returned on Saturday, April 16.

During the trip, the two 
faculty members visited both 
Shanghai and Beijing. “We spoke 
to parents about how their kids are 
doing and allowed them to learn 
more about us [and the school], 
because they may have only 
come here once before,’ said Mr. 
Levine. “We reconnected [with] 
and met some parents for the 
first time. We also met with the 
agencies that help Asian fami-
lies apply to American schools. 
We want to make this as good 

Bisgaard, Levine travel to China
by Adam Ovian ’18 an experience for students from 

China to come here and study.”
The 2015-2016 school 

year was the first time KO 
enrolled foreign students and 
provided them with an Amer-
ican prep school education. 
Previous years have seen small 
contingents, but this year there 
have been many more students, 
primarily from Asian countries.

“We are slowly building a 
program. I think it is an advan-
tage for us because it welcomes 
different perspectives into the 
community. We will build slowly, 
we won’t be a program with tons 
and tons of students from other 
countries,” Mr. Levine said.

Mr. Levine said that he 
thinks that it is better to have 
fewer international students in 
comparison to other schools 

because it allows for the foreign 
students at KO to be more 
involved in the KO community. 
Complete immersion is the goal 
of programs like that of KO, and 
this school year has been viewed 
as a success by the administration.

In addition to meeting 
with families, Mr. Bisgaard and 
Mr. Levine also attended one of 
the largest conferences between 
private American schools and 
their counterparts in East Asia. 

The event was directed by 
the Online Education Symposium 
for Independent Schools, which is 
an association that unites American 
and Asian independant schools.

 Other local prep schools 
were also in attendance, such 
as Choate Rosemary Hall, 
Watkinson, Westminster, Miss 
Porter’s and Loomis Chaffee.
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Happiness in higher education:
how KO students find their fit
by Carolyn McCusker ’17 
 and Hannah Bash ’18

When it comes to colleges, 
it’s no secret that KO students 
tend to gravitate toward mid-sized, 
liberal arts schools in the North-
east. However, in recent years, 
students have begun to walk the 
road less traveled, branching out 
both to areas of the country and 
areas of study that were previ-
ously unpopular or unconsidered. 

D i r e c t o r  o f  C o l l e g e 
Advising Zaira Santiago said 
that KO students’ historic 
tendency to stay in the North-
east has some practical reasons.

 “The Northeast is very 
dense with colleges,” Ms. Santiago 
said. “Also, KO is a day school, 
so most kids have families that 
live in the area. For college, 
many students like to be close 
to home and to their families, 
so they stay in the Northeast.”

  While two seniors this 

year will travel to California 
next year for college, one of 
them, senior Dana Kim, made the 
decision to go to the West Coast 
partially for the same reason most 
other students stay in the North-
east: to be closer to her family. 

“I chose [The University of 
California at San Diego] because 
it is closer to home, since I’m 
from Korea,” Dana said. “Also, 
I want to study engineering, and 
California is more known for that 
and has lots of start up compa-
nies in that field,” said Dana.

However, unlike Dana or the 
other seniors staying in the North-
east, senior Mackenzie McDonald 
went against the trend of staying 
close to home by choosing 
the University of San Diego.

“I have always been drawn 
to the California vibe, so when I 
started the college process, looking 
out west was a super exciting pros-
pect for me,” Mackenzie said. “But 
I also wanted to make sure that the 
school I picked was the right fit for 
me, because obviously  moving so 
far away is a really big deal. I had 
the opportunity to visit USD, and 
as soon as I got on campus I had 
that moment you hear people talk 
about where you just feel at home.”   
KO students also tend to gravi-
tate towards mid-sized colleges. 

“Lots of kids want the 
medium size, around 6,000 
to 10,000 [students],” said 
Associate Director of College 
A d v i s i n g  P e g g y  C l a r k .  

However, this trend has 
also been challenged in recent 
years as students began to branch 

out more and look at larger 
schools, according to Mrs. Clark. 

“Something interesting is 
that students are starting to look at 

larger universities like Michigan 
State, University of Wisconsin, 
University of Alabama, Ohio 
State University, and Univer-
sity of Texas,” said Mrs. Clark. 

These larger schools offer a 
change of scene for students looking 
for a large sports program and a 
campus driven by school spirit.

Ms. Santiago said she 
agreed with Mrs. Clark.“My 
experience as a college advisor 
is that kids looking at bigger 
schools tend to want more of a 
school spirit with lots of sports,” 
said Ms. Santiago. “There are all 
these little aspects that person-
alize even the bigger schools.”

Mrs.  Clark said that , 
even though KO students come 
from a small school, they’re 
prepared for whatever size 
college they want to go to.

“I always feel that KO kids 
can actually handle a bigger school 
because of the self advocacy skills 
they’ve learned at KO,” said Mrs. 
Clark. “In college, they don’t 
come looking for you like they 
do here. Our kids know how to 
go about it when they need to. I 
don’t worry about them going off 

“KO kids can 
actually handle 
a bigger school 
because of the self 
advocacy skills 
they’ve learned at 
KO.”

– Mrs. Clark

This map of the Class of 2016’s college enrollment shows that most students plan to attend college in the Northeast, but 
it also points out that some are branching out to the South and the West next year. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

“I’ve ... been told 
that it’s really 
easy to make a 
big school smaller 
but really hard 
to make a small 
school bigger.”
– Kathryn Adams

to a big campus because I think 
they have the ability to leverage 
the resources at any size college.”

Ms. Santiago agreed with 
Mrs. Clark’s statement that KO 
students can indeed handle a larger 
university despite the fact that KO 
is extremely small. “The skills 
you learn through the culture at 
KO prepare you very well to be 
a self advocate at a college where 
the numbers are much larger,” she 
said. “Kids here are so comfort-
able speaking with adults, so it 
helps them build a relationship 
with their professor. Meeting 
with your teachers is seen as a 
strength here, not a weakness. 
KO kids are just go-getters; all 
these skills allow our kids to 
succeed in a larger university.”

Senior Kathryn Adams, who 
will attend University of Michigan 
next year, said that she made the 
jump to a large university because 
she wanted a change from the 
small high school atmosphere.

“The school spirit [at the 
University of Michigan] is tremen-
dous, and I think the big school 
atmosphere really plays a big part 
in that,” Kathryn said. “I’ve always 
been told that it’s really easy to 

make a big school smaller but really 
hard to make a small school bigger 
so that’s what I kept in the back 
of my mind during the process.” 

 “Finding the 
right college is 
not about the 
name; it’s about 
finding the right 
place.”

-Ms. Santiago

Although a school’s name 
used to be much more prominent in 
the decision process, Ms. Santiago 
said that now kids tend to look at 
the whole picture and many other 
factors besides the reputation. 

“Kids are a lot more prag-
matic now,” Ms. Santiago said. 
“Reputation still matters in terms 
of where you decide, but it seems 
that kids look at a lot more factors 
now than just that, like whether 
the school is close to a city, has 
good dorms and food, how much 
tuition is, and will it set me up for 
the future I want. Students today 
look at a lot more aspects of the 
university than just the reputation. 
For example, Northeastern has 
gotten so popular because they 
have a very defined plan of getting 
you from college to a job with their 
co-op program,” said Ms. Santiago.

One of the many factors 
that kids look at now is money, 
said Mrs. Clark. “As a day school 
I don’t think we’ll ever have the 
geographic spread that the boarding 
schools have; and it’s not just about 
our kids’ interests; it’s also about 
money  – there are some very prac-
tical implications to it,”  she said.

For example, Ms. Santiago 
said that there has been a recent 
surge in the enrollment of KO 
students to in-state schools, 
such as UCONN. Money can 
be a beneficial factor for these 
schools because in-state tuition 
is often lower than out-of-
state colleges and universities. 

Overall, Ms. Santiago said 
that the college decision should 
come down to personal fit with the 
individual students, not reputation.

“College is not a prize to be 
won, it’s a match to be made,” Ms. 
Santiago said, quoting a familiar 
college-advising maxim. “That 
encapsulates our philosophy here, 
because finding the right college 
is not about the name; it’s about 
finding the right place for you 
that will allow you to succeed.”

Most Popular Colleges 
for KO Seniors 

by Graduating Class
2011 – 2016

2011  University of Connecticut (4)
 Union College (4) 

2012  University of Connecticut (8)
 Union College (5)

2013  University of Connecticut (5)
 Bates College (3)
 Lehigh University (3)
 Quinnipiac University (3)
 Trinity College (3)

2014   University of Connecticut (8)
    Boston University (5)
 Union College (4)

2015   University of Connecticut (11)
 New York University (4)

2016  University of Connecticut (6)
 Bentley University (4)
 University of Vermont (3)



Congratulations Kelly!
 and the KO Class of 2016!

  “I’ll be there for you, like I’ve been there before. 
I’ll be there for you, cause you’re there for me too.”

We are so proud of you – Go Wildcats!!!

We love you Kell Bells
Mom, Dad, Conor & Griffin

Nicolas Coltrane Bisgaard

Congratulations to you 
and the Class of 2016 

Mom, Dad, Saudea and Blu

Sometimes a picture 
just says it all. 

Congrats, Evan!
Love, Caitlin and Todd



Congratulations 
Andrew and Austin 

and the 
Class of 2016 

  

We love you both!  
Mom, Dad and Emily

 

We are so proud of you!
 Love, 

Congratulations
Zach!

Mom, Dad, Adam, Jess, Brett, Lindsay and Craig
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Players of the

Moment: 

by Will Gitlin ’17 and Michael Loughran ’17
Junior girls lacrosse goalie Celia Jarmoc. Photo 
by Angie DeLucia ’18.

Freshman varsity boys tennis player Luke Riemann. 
Photo by Ali Zilahy ’16.

Celia 
Jarmoc

Luke 
Riemann

Celia Jarmoc and 
Luke Reimann 

Freshman Luke Riemann 
has had a very successful start to 
his KO career on the boys varsity 
tennis team, finishing the regular 
season undefeated by winning 
all 14 of his singles matches. But 
Riemann has had success on the 
tennis court long before his time 
at KO. He first picked up a racket 
when he was four years old and 
was taught the game by his father. 

Riemann played in his first 
competitive tournament at the 
age of eight and earned second 
place, igniting his tennis career.

Along with being introduced 
to the game by his father who played 
college tennis, Riemann said he 
has an inherent love for the game. 
“It’s just something I’ve always 
loved to play,” he said. “I love the 
fact that it’s an individual sport, 
and, when you get on the court, 
you have no one but yourself.”

He also praised the game 
for its three major components. 
“Tennis is a combination of 
physical, mental and emotional 
strength,” he said, “and, in order 
to compete at a high level, you 
need to be good in all three phases 
of the game. I like tennis because 
it challenges you in many ways.”

As a freshman, Riemann has 
played the majority of the season at 
the No. 4 seed, but after a season of 
solid play, he has recently moved 
up to the No. 3 seed for singles. 

“It’s easy to forget that he’s a 
freshman because he performs at a 

level beyond most freshmen,” said 
Head Coach Andy Krugman. “You 
usually get a good performance 
from him, and, even when he’s not 
playing his best, he is still playing 
very well. He expects from himself 
a certain standard of excellence 
which is reflected in his play.” 

Although he has won all 
of his singles matches in the 
regular season, his most impor-
tant victories came against Hotch-
kiss on Saturday, May 7, and in 
the finals of the New England 
Tournament Sunday, May 22.

Agains Hotchkiss, Riemann 
was the last person on the team 
to play, and the outcome of his 
match would decide the outcome, 
as it was tied 3-3. Riemann was 
down 7-5, 4-1 and fought back 
to force a second set tiebreaker, 
which he won 7-4. He prevailed 
in the third set, winning 6-1 
and secured the victory for the 
team. He notched a similar, last-
match win at New Englands. 

This is the first t ime 
Riemann has competed on a tennis 
team, and he is enjoying this new 
aspect of the sport. Prior to coming 
to KO, he always competed 
individually in tournaments.

In his first year on the team, 
along with impressing people 
with his superb play, Riemann 
has made a significant impression 
on his teammates and coach for 
his kind personality off the court 
and competitiveness on the court. 

“He is a very nice kid 
and a talented kid who’s soft-
spoken and modest,” said Coach 
Krugman. “We had a very good 
team to begin with, and he has 
been a huge addition and has 
performed even beyond anyone 
could have reasonably expected.” 

His doubles partner, junior 
Ryan Albanesi also applauds 
what Reimann brings to the 
team. “As my doubles partner, 
Luke is constantly backing me 
up and leading the way,” said 
Albanesi. “So far this season, 
he’s really been the guy a lot of 
our matches have come down to 
and he’s stepped up every time. 
As a freshman especially, he is 
a special player and great kid.”

Riemann is also active 
outside of school, competing 
in USTA tournaments for his 
age group. From solid play in 
these tournaments, Riemann has 
earned the rank of the sixth best 
player in New England for ages 
14 and under, and is 21st in New 
England for ages 16 and under. 

After the season ends, 
Riemann looks to work on his 
craft over the summer, training 
to compete in local as well as 
some national tournaments.

Junior girls varsity lacrosse 
goalie Celia Jarmoc has demon-
strated excellence on and off field 
leadership as she has led her team 
to a record of 8-8 this season. 

Jarmoc first started playing 
lacrosse when she was only 
eight years old, and, because 
her town did not have a girls 
lacrosse team, she motivated 
herself to travel to Suffield, 
Conn., a few times a week to play. 

On Jarmoc’s Suffield team 
she was solely an attackman, but 
everyone had to take a turn at 
goalie each season, and Jarmoc 
was very hesitant to step in net. 
After a few years on her Suffield 
lacrosse team, Jarmoc entered the 
KO Middle School in sixth grade, 
where her goalie career began. 

“I love playing lacrosse, 
mostly because it has been 

a part of my life for so long 
now,” said Jarmoc. “I grew up 
playing lacrosse, and having 
my mom coach me on my Suff-
ield lacrosse team growing up 
made the sport a family affair.”

Whether Jarmoc is in the 
goal or playing attack, lacrosse has 
always been a de-stressor, allowing 
her to forget about anything 
else going on in her life. This is 
Jarmoc’s first year on the varsity 
lacrosse team and, with the combi-
nation of working together as a 
unit and hard work in practices, 
Jarmoc was able to be successful 
in accomplishing her goals. 

“Celia has been a consis-
tent performer in the net for us 
this year,” said Head Coach Tim 
Allerton. “As it is her first year 
playing on the varsity team, she 
has given us opportunities to win 
games and over the season she has 
become more and more confident.” 

As a member of this team, 
Jarmoc has learned how to inte-
grate her job as a goalie, into 
their jobs as offensive and defen-

sive players, realizing that the 
goalie position is a key part of 
the overall unit. Jarmoc looked 
forward to going to practice 
every days, usually starting off 
working with the goalies, and 
then moving on to drills with 
the attack and defensive players. 

As the goalie, Jarmoc 
always does her best to save every 
shot that she can, but she credits 
her high success this past season 
to her strong shutdown defense in 
front of her. Jarmoc has a lot of 
trust in each defender in front of 
her, and, when the ball does come 
to her end of the field, everyone 
contributes their best to force the 
opponent out, preventing the shot, 
and often creating a turnover. 

“Going from junior varsity 
to varsity was a big jump, as 
the shots come much faster this 
year,” said Jarmoc. “The biggest 
stride that I made has been that 
I have had to learn to shake off 
the nerves before the game. Mr. 
Allerton has taught me that it is 
close to impossible to save every 

shot, but the few that you can 
save are extremely important.”

Jarmoc has grown to become 
more comfortable in the net this 
year, and thus her confidence has 
risen. This has offered her the 
opportunity to be more aggres-
sive when an offensive player 
is coming down the field. This 
season, Jarmoc has learned that 
although most of her job is done 
inside of the goal crease, in order to 
be a better goalie, she needs to have 
the knowledge to know when it is 
more effective to step out of the 
crease, and challenge the opponent. 

She has also learned that, 
even though there is only one 
goalie on the field, and it’s not 
an individual position as she 
has learned to step out and work 
with the defense in order to 
advance the ball up the field. 

Jarmoc said she doesn’t have 
any plans for playing lacrosse in 
college and is focusing on making 
the best of her high school seasons. 
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On Saturday, May 21, the 
varsity baseball team played 
their final game of the season 
losing to Loomis Chaffee 16-6. 

Though they ended the 
season with a difficult match up, the 
team had an impressive 10-6 record. 

After a slow start in April, the 
team racked up seven straight wins 
over Westminster, Kent, Hotchkiss, 
Hamden Hall, Gunnery, South 
Kent and Wilbraham Monson.

  Head Coach Steve 
Cannata said he was happy with 
the team’s efforts especially later 
in the spring season. “We started 
off the season rough, but the 
team was able to push on and 
finish off the season with impor-
tant wins,” said Coach Cannata.

He said he was also pleased 
with the upperclassmen’s leader-
ship on the team. “We had a strong 
team this year and talented players 
who came ready to play,” he said. 
“Ryan Nesbit and Jimmy Woods 

contributed to the team on and 
off the field. They helped in their 
positions on the field and helped 
the younger players on the team 
adjust to the speed of a (varsity) 
game,”  said Coach Cannata.

Assistant Coach Ryan 
Radmanovich said he agreed. 
“We have many talented players 
on the team this year...It is great 
to have players who are able 
to give performances that can 
change the outcome of a game.” 

Coach Cannata stressed 
how the seniors always strove 
to get better and push each other 
as hard as they can during each 
practice and game.“Holden, 
Austin and Ryan pitched some 
great games this season,” he 
said. “Jimmy Woods and Matt 
Goldman also put in constant 
performances in games and helped 
maintain the infield’s success.”

Co-captain Ryan Nesbit 
expressed some frustration that 
the team didn’t achieve its full 
potentional. “The team this year 

has a lot of talent, and we really 
work hard,” he said. “However, 
we haven’t performed our best 
in some of our games due to 
the nature of a baseball game to 
have any outcome, no matter the 
talent of the team,” said Nesbit. 

Senior Co-captain Jimmy 
Woods said that he enjoyed his 
final season on the team and is still 
hopeful about the team’s future. 

“The  ta len ted  young 
players on this team have greatly 
improved since the beginning of 
the season and will help lead the 
team next year,” he said. “The 
younger players on the team 
have also stepped up this season 
and will fill the roles left behind 
by the seniors on the team.” 

Underclassmen also praised 
the seniors. “The seniors have 
been great leaders to the team 
this season,” said junior outfielder 
Trevor Krupp. “They continuously 
motivate the younger members of 
the team during tough games and 
in practice and have guided and 

lead the team to the success we 
have experienced this season,” 

Junior outfielder Drew 
Nemirow agreed with Krupp and 
added that, although the seniors 
are leaving, he believes that the 
younger players are prepared for 
success next year and have already 
stepped up to fill the void of 
departing seniors. Coach Cannata 
and Coach Radmanovich also said 

they hope to continue the baseball 
team’s success with a strong and 
talented team for next season.

Coach Cannata said that the 
loss of senior players will be tough 
for the team.“Although the loss of 
the senior players will be difficult, 
the younger players on the team 
have showed their ability and 
skill to strive for a positive season 
next year,” said Coach Cannata.  

Varsity baseball hits stride late in season
by Nick Ravalese ’17

The girls varsity lacrosse 
team took advantage of their 
depth this season to defeat many 
tough opponents, finishing their 
campaign with a .500 record. 

For the past three weeks, the 
team’s schedule has been packed 
with games, which meant that 
there was limited time for practice. 

On Thursday, May 5, the 
girls were victorious against Ethel 
Walker School. After being down 
in the first half the girls came back 
to win 12-9. Sophomore midfielder 
Abby Eberle, freshman attackman 
Nicole Genga, and freshman 
midfielder Mia Seymour each 
had a goal. Sophomore attackman 
Maitland Bailey, sophomore 
attackman Haley Carangelo and 
sophomore midfielder Julia Lant-
ieri each had two goals and junior 
attackman Isabel Kaufman scored 
an impressive three goals.  

The girls were able to respond 
well to Ethel Walker’s playing 
style by switching around their 
defensive strategies to help stop 
Ethel Walker’s powerful shooters. 

   Not only have the younger 
players on the team made impor-
tant goals but they have also 
been helpful on defense. They 
helped the more advanced 
players stop their opponents 
from scoring in a smart fashion. 

   On the following Monday, 
May 9, the Wyverns played a 
strong Loomis Chaffee squad. 
Although the girls lost 19-3 
there were some impressive 
plays. Junior goalie Celia Jarmoc 
made 10 exceptional saves and 
both Bailey and Lantieri scored. 

    One of the better games 
of the season took place on 
Wednesday, May 13. The girls 
annihilated Westover School with 
a final score of 21-3. Jarmoc and 
freshman goalie Madi Henry both 
took turns in net and each had 
several saves. Kaufman had a 
notable performance and scored six 
goals. Genga had three goals and 

Eberle, Lantieri, Seymour, Bailey, 
Carangelo and senior Co-captain 
defenseman Kelly Maloney 
all contributed to the 23 goals. 

    On Saturday, May 14, 
KO faced one of their tougher 
opponents of the season. The 
girls lost 14-1 to the powerful 
Williston Northampton School. 

Only a few days later on 
Wednesday, May 18, the girls 
lost 20-17 to Hopkins. They had 
a strong first half but the Hopkins 
girls came back in the second half. 
The Wyverns had to take chances 
which led to Hopkins scoring. 
Lantieri had an impressive game 
by scoring five goals and having 
two assists. Once again, Jarmoc 
had an extraordinary game with 
six saves. Eberle, Bailey, and 
Carangelo each had three goals. 

A c o m m o n  p r o b l e m 
throughout the season was 
when their opponents gained 
momentum by scoring two or 
three goals in row and the team 
was never able to come back. 

The girls often had strong 
first halves. They would almost 
always be up by several goals or 
just behind by one or two points. 
At the start of the second half 
they would go down by just a few 
goals and sometimes wouldn’t be 
able to recover. “Throughout the 
season we had trouble winning the 
majority of the draws in the second 
half of the games,” said Kaufman 

Jarmoc was a significant 
contributor to the team. Even in the 
Loomis Chaffee game she made a 
huge impact on the final score. Her 
10 saves prevented the Wyverns 
from losing by over 20 goals. 

Kaufman also had a stellar 
season. She scored in most of 
the games and in one of her 
best games, against St. Luke’s 
School, she scored five goals. 

KO had a close game on 
Saturday, May 21 against Kent 
School but lost 16-15. Kaufman 
scored late in the game to tie it 
up, but Kent was able to score 

Girls lacrosse finishes season .500 

Senior Co-captain Ryan Nesbit deals in a pitch. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

another goal and time ran out.
A good amount of the team 

will not return for next season with 
six seniors graduating. “Since the 
four graduating seniors are all 
defenders we are definitely going 
to miss their leadership and dedi-

cation they give,” said sophomore 
Eliza Charette. “We will need to 
work extremely hard next year 
to make our defense strong but 
I am confident that we have the 
players to be able to accomplish 
this task.” The team is hoping to 

get several players next year to 
make up for the loss of the seniors. 

Many younger players on 
the team have already stepped 
up and taken leadership posi-
t ions ,  hoping for  another 
successful season next year. 

by Kyle Zimmerman ’18
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Boys tennis caps off undefeated 
season with New Englands win
by William Gitlin ‘17

The boys varsity tennis 
team won the Class A New 
England Championships last 
Sunday to cap off an outstanding 
14-0  regular season record 
that earned them the title of 
Founders Leauge Champions. 

This is the first time since 
the 1970s the boys have had 
an undefeated season and the 
first time in school history the 
boys have won New Englands.

In their 14 regular season 
matches, KO shutout multiple 
teams including Hamden Hall 
Country Day School, Gunnery 
School, Westminster School, 
and Avon Old Farms School. At 
many times, facing much larger 
schools, the boys relied on the 
team’s depth and resilience to 
come away without any losses. 

“A number of people 
have come up big throughout 
the season to help us win,” said 
Head Coach Andy Krugman. “I 
think that we have as good of a 
one- two punch as any team in 
New England, with Matt Lord 
at No. 1 and Jacob Appleton at 
No. 2,” said Coach Krugman. 

Junior No.3 doubles player 
Ryan Albanesi said that the team 
did a great job resisting an overly 
confident attitude as the season 
went on. “I think that we have 
done a really good job at taking 
each match one at a time,” he 
said. “Our goal was always to 
go undefeated but we stayed 

Senior Captain No. 2 Jacob Appleton returns a hard-hit serve in a heated 
tennis match against the Salisbury School. Photo by Ali Zilahy ‘16.

focused on winning each indi-
vidual match as it came up.”

Recently, KO came away 
with two explosive wins against 
Hotchkiss School and Taft School, 
winning both matches 4-3. Against 
Hotchkiss School, freshman 
No. 3 singles and No. 3 doubles 
player Luke Riemann lost his first 

set against a talented opponent 
but stayed strong as he won the 
second and third sets, giving KO 
the win on the day. Taft School 
was also a difficult 4-3 victory. 
The squad did not lose a doubles 
point the entire season, including 
at the New England tournament. 

“Many people have come 
up clutch this season at times 
when we really needed them,” 
said junior Matthew Lord. “This 
is the most complete team that 
I have ever been a part of at KO 
as all of the players have made 
major contributions to the team 
in order for us to be successful.”

KO then swept Hamden 
Hall Country Day School 7-0 
and defeated Berkshire School 
4-2 four days later. KO did not 
stop their quest for an unde-
feated season as they finished 
out their last match against 
Salisbury School, winning 6-0. 

KO then played in the 
Southern New England Tennis 
League Tournament. KO was 
not as successful as they were 
hoping to be, strugglinh without 
Appleton, out with an injured 
shoulder.  KO placed third 
behind Taft and Hotchkiss. 

The boys found more 
success at the New England Tour-
nament. The top eight schools in 
New England attend this tourna-
ment, which is set up as a head-to- 
head format, meaning teams have 
to win a total of four points in a dual 
match format to win and move on.  

In the first round, KO beat 
Choate 4-0, clinching the doubles 
point with wins at No. 2 doubles 
and No. 3 doubles. KO then 
advanced to the semi-finals where 
they faced a tough Hotchkiss team, 
whom the boys only beat 4-3 
earlier in the season; however, in 
the tournament KO swept Hotch-
kiss 4-0. After winning the doubles 
point, Lord, J. Appleton, and soph-
omore Will Appleton contributed 
to the sweep by winning in singles. 

In the finals against Taft, 
the Wyverns once again won the 
doubles point as well as No. 1, 
and No. 2 singles, then lost at  No. 
4, No. 5, and No. 6. This left the 
result of the entire tournament 
to Reimann at No. 3 singles. In 
a dramatic finish in a third set, 
the freshman clinched the dual 
match and the Wyverns won the 
tournament, putting  the ultimate 
finishing touch on their season.  

Softball finishes year 
with semi-finals game
by Ben Putterman ‘17

The girls varsity softball 
team ended their season in a 
dramatic fashion after a series of 
hard-fought games this spring. 
The team finished the regular 
season with a 9-6 record and was 
hopeful in their post-season play.

The last three games were 
particularly tough, as the teams 
were harder to handle than the 
series of easier games that they had 
earlier in the season. Two losses 
came against Williston School 
and the Loomis Chaffee School.

The match up against 
Williston forced the Wyverns 
to face an extremely talented 
pitcher. Therefore, it was hard 
to generate offense and contain-
Will is ton’s s trong hi t t ing.

In the game against Loomis 
Chaffee, the team trailed 9-0 
after five innings. However, 
they eventually tied it up 9-9. 
After the seventh inning Loomis 
pulled ahead and won 10-9.

In the final matchup the 
Wyverns took the field against 
the Tigers of Suffield Academy. 
Heading into the game, they 
knew that a win would qualify 
them for the post-season tour-
nament, but a loss would leave 
them just short. “We had a very 
big defensive game. [Junior Third 
Baseman] Noah Stanton had a 
great game at third and made two 

noticeably nice plays,” said junior 
Co-Captain Pitcher Isabella Pratt.

The team went into New 
Englands confident in the way 
they were playing and expected a 
better result against Ethel Walker 
School. “Having a harder schedule 
at the beginning of the season 
really helped us prepare for this 
weekend,” said Head Coach Jay 
Bradley. “We managed to navigate 
our way through our hard schedule 
and still get the results we wanted.”

After trailing by only two 
runs up until the fourth inning, 
the Wyverns ultimately lost the 
game 8-0. Overall, they had a 
competitive game but the lack of 
offense really hurt their chances 
of outscoring their opponent. 

First-year member of the 
squad and a crucial factor in the 
team’s success, Coach Bradley has 
influenced each of the girl’s skills 
and experiences. “He focuses a lot 
more on skills than we have in the 
past and we are physically and tech-
nically getting better as a team,” 
said Pratt. “We have improved 
over the entire season and I think 
that he will make the program 
even better in the coming years.”

In practice the team focuses 
a lot on skills and technique 
in order to improve their play. 

Pratt described how prac-
tice is usually game oriented and 
that Coach Bradley likes to incor-
porate aspects from the previous 

game that weren’t as good into the 
upcoming practices. For example, 
in order to prepare for their game 
against Ethel Walker School, 
the team worked especially hard 
on defending bunts and hitting.

Both Pratt and senior 
Co-Captain Nicole Demers led 
the team through their play and 
their ability to work together. 
“She shows a lot of leadership 
with it being her fourth year on 
the team,” said Pratt. “Younger 
kids on the team look up to her 
because of her skill and the way 
she conducts herself during prac-
tices and games,” said Pratt.

Another key player on the 
team has been sophomore Skylar 
Barron, who has stepped in at 
the catcher position this season. 
Demers praised Barron’s play 
behind the plate. “She consistently 
throws out runners and, as we have 
progressed through the season, 
teams have become very reluctant 
to attempt to steal bases,” she said. 

The team had a very accom-
plishing season and put in an 
immense amount of effort each 
and every day in order to achieve 
their goals. Coach Bradley also 
said he was greatful for Assis-
tant Coach Danielle Hoff for her 
four years serving as a part of the 
tight-knit varsity softball squad.

Stanton said she appreci-
ates Ms. Hoff. “Ms. Hoff was 
always there for us,” said Stanton.

Congratulations 
to the 

Class of 2016!
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The end of a Mile(s)-long journey 

This past winter season was 
capped by an incredible honor for 
Kingswood Oxford’s Head Coach 
of boys and girls swimming and 
diving Clayton Miles, who is 
retiring from coaching at the Upper 
School after 26 years. Coach 
Miles also received the NEPSSA 
Distinguished Service Award. 

Coach Miles first joined 
the KO swimming program 26 
winters ago, at which point he 
encountered Head Coach Alex 
Kraus, who at the time was in his 
fourth season coaching the swim 
team. Immediately, both knew 
things were about to change. 

“I knew right away when 
he visited campus, right away 
I thought two things: It’s going 
to be hard working with him, 
and then I thought, it is going 
to be great,” Coach Kraus said. 

It did not take the two long 
to discover their blatant differ-
ences, both in personality and in 
coaching styles, Coach Kraus said. 

Coach Miles  said he agreed. 
“We’re like this weird old married 
couple...he’s thoughtful and quiet, 
and I am out there, going to say 
exactly what I am thinking… but 
we had this thing where for the 
first 15 years of coaching we didn’t 
even need to talk…we were so on 
the same page even with different 
approaches,” said Coach Miles.

Head Coach Kata Baker 
said there has been nothing quite 
like witnessing Coach Miles in 
his element, coaching on the 
side of a pool, during the entirety 
of her KO coaching career. 

“The thing that has always 
struck me about Mr. Miles is that 
he is a perfectionist, so what that 
translates to is this passion where, 
when he tells a kid to do this or 
that he then asks if they feel the 
difference. That’s where a lot of 

coaches would stop, but Miles 
can look at that kid and say, ‘Did 
you really feel it?’ And he will stop 
practice and hold kids accountable 
because he wants them to actually 
get better,”  said Coach Baker.

Coach Miles said that he 
credits most of his coaching style 
to his own high school coach 
at Deerfield Academy, Larry 
Boyle, who was also a propo-
nent of hard work coupled with 
sportsmanship, grace, and class. 

“To be a great athlete,  [is 
to] not just to have athletic gifts 
but [be] classy and tough and 
resilient…it’s almost an anti-
quated thing,” Coach Miles said. 

C o a c h  M i l e s ’s  s e l f -
acknowledged strong personality 
and constant need to see swim-
mers do their best hasn’t always 
been easy for him to possess.  

“I struggle with the way 
that I am. First and above all I 
love my athletes, but I know I’m 
not easy. I think you either step 
up, or you don’t, and if you step 
up it matters how you do that. 
What are you prepared to do to 
step up, what are you willing to 
give up and what are you willing 
to give…I know sometimes when 
I get going the kids aren’t ready 
to hear it and it doesn’t always 
come off well,” Coach Miles said. 

Coach Baker agreed. “With 
his passion comes frustration for 
sure, because teenagers are teen-
agers and they have bad days 
and he finds that hard to stand 
sometimes,” said Coach Baker. 

Yet, Coach Miles has 
found his own way of dealing 
with the challenges of never 
lowering his high expectations, 
mainly in the form of humor. 

Coach Baker said that 
Miles’s humor allows him to deal 
with his high expectations.“He has 
humor to deal with that frustration, 
and his energy, his passion, he’s 

really good at noticing when a kid 
is having an off day and following 
through, having a conversation 
with them and talking things 
through,” Coach Baker said. 

Junior Amanda Civitello  
“Mr. Miles reinvented my way of 
thinking. He took a little freshman 
swimmer and taught me how to 
find a new sense of purpose in the 
sport. He’s been my friend, my 
coach, teammate, teacher, and basi-
cally just my rock,” said Civitello.

Senior Co-captain David 
Lessa rd ,  agreed ,  echo ing 
verbatim the phrase “my rock”.

Later, junior Jack Barry 
uttered the exact same words 
in reference to Coach Miles. 

 Coach Kraus said that 
Coach Miles wants his athletes to 
be confident in their succes.. “He 
wants you to adhere to the letter 
of the law and the spirit of the law 
and he wants you to swim well and 
do every little thing right–but he 
wants that because he wants you 
to succeed...and have confidence, 
not for himself,” said Coach Kraus.

Coach Kraus said that 
winning is not Coach Miles’s top 
priority. “Only fifth or sixth on 
his list is going fast or scoring 
points, those aren’t the things 
that are terribly important to 
him,” Mr. Kraus said. “Even if 
he knew somehow you would 
get 50th place, he would not 
change his standards or his level 
of excitement one bit, and that’s a 
special thing,” said Coach Kraus. 

On Saturday, March 5, 
the New England Prep School 
Swimming Association gave 
recognition to all that Coach 
Miles has accomplished in his 
coaching career in the form of 
the Distinguished Service Award. 

The honor is only increased 
by the fact that the award is not 
necessarily given every year, but 
only when the coaches within the 

organization feel it is truly deserved. 
Coach Kraus presented the 

award to Coach Miles. “Even 
after 26 years, Clay is passionate 
about this sport…whenever Clay 
coaches, he is all in, 100 percent. 
He is not sitting still, he is not quiet, 
and he is never holding back,” 
said Coach Kraus in his speech.

Coach Miles isn’t the first 
KO coach to ever be given this 
distinction. However, Coach 
Miles explained that what truly 
allowed him to realize the magni-
tude of the honor was realizing 
who the other recipients have been. 

Mr. Miles said the other 
recipients of the award amazed 
him. “That’s really why the award 
blew my doors off, the fact that I 
am mentioned in a group where 
he [Deerfield coach Larry Boyle] 
and some of the old guys that I 
know and love are also named. It 
doesn’t make sense to me, because 
they are who I predicated my entire 
career and views on,” he said. 

However, stepping down as 
head coach after 26 years of New 

England tournament victories, 
swimmers going on to collegiate 
competition, and most of all a true 
sense of community that is founded 
on his presence, Coach Miles might 
be the only one surprised to see his 
name in such revered company. 

Coach Bakers said that 
Coach Miles was very deserving 
of the award. “We felt it was 
an honor nobody could have 
deserved more,” Coach Baker said. 

Unsurprisingly, Coach 
Miles gravitated quickly back 
toward talk of his beloved KO 
swimmers, saying they are 
who he truly wants to thank. 

“I wouldn’t trade a thing 
over the last couple of decades…I 
have been exposed to some of the 
best kids I could have ever hoped 
for, the most hard working, resilient 
kids that I know, and I am thankful 
for them. They are the ones in 
there doing the work, coming to 
the pool every day, they are the 
ones that I pushed and prodded 
into people that maybe they were 
not ready to be,” said Coach Miles. 

by Ryan Albanesi ’17

Varsity golf swings for excellence
Despite a tough schedule, 

the Kingswood Oxford varsity 
golf team finished the season 
strong with a record of 15-18, 
bat t l ing to  the  very end. 

The team this year is 
young, with only three seniors. 
Senior  Joshua Pugliese said that 
the team’s young age does not 
impact them negatively.“We are 
a tight knit group; we have a lot 
of fun which allows us to stay 
relaxed, which is very important 
in the game of golf,” said Joshua.

On both Thursday, May 5 
and Tuesday, May 10, the boys 
traveled to Farmington Woods 
Golf Course to compete in the 
Coppola Cup. The competition was 
between KO, Suffield Academy, 
Avon Old Farms and Loomis 
Chaffee School. “For the Coppola 
Cup, we met our expectations; we 
placed third, ahead of Suffield and 
behind AOF and Loomis,” said 
Pugliese. “Farmington Woods is 
a very difficult and tight course, 

and everyone did pretty well. With 
AOF and Loomis being two of the 
top teams in New England, we 
expected to place behind them, but 
shot well with them on the second 
day, only two strokes higher.” 

On Wednesday, May 11, 
the Wyverns competed against 
Berkshire School and Hotchkiss 
School at Wyantenuck Country 
Club. In this match, the team 
was missing both senior Captain 
Carter Swanson and Pugliese and 
only competed with five players. 

Junior Ben Putterman said 
the shortage of players makes 
the game more intense. “Because 
we were only playing with five 
players, we knew that there 
was no room for error,” said 
Putterman. “We knew we had 
no room for error, which forced 
us to come in with good scores.” 

Freshman Ned Blanchard 
finished with a 78, freshman Garth 
Swanson had an 80, Putterman 
had an 81, freshman Tommy 
Dallahan had an 82, and senior 
Kyle Keenan shot a 91. Overall, 

the team beat both Berkshire 
School and Hotchkiss School.

On Saturday, May 14, the 
team traveled to Crumpin-Fox 
Club to face Northfield Mount 
Hermon in match play, a type of 
scoring. Dallahan had the only 
win for the Wyverns of any of 
the six singles. The Wyverns also 
split the best ball pairs to fall 6.5 
to 2.5. “Northfield Mount Hermon 
is always a challenge; we played 
the best we could,” said Pugliese.

On Wednesday, May 18, 
the team traveled to New Haven’s 
Yale Golf Course to defend their 
hold on the Keyes Plate. The 
teams they competed against 
were Trinity-Pawling School, 
Kent School and Hopkins School. 

KO put up a hard-fought 
battle against these teams to 
turn in their best performance of 
the season. The Wyverns ended 
with the leading score of 196. 
Following KO respectively were 
Hopkins (198), Kent (199) and 
Trinity Pawling (212). This was 
a big success for the Wyverns, 

especially since Kent had defeated 
them twice earlier in the year. 

Swanson was the match 
medalist scoring a 35. Following 
Carter was freshman Garth 
Swanson (36), Dallahan (39), 
Pugliese and Keenan both shot 
43s.The team had a great match 
and defended the Keyes Plate.

On Saturday, May 21, the 
team competed in the Founders 
League Championships at Taft 
School. C. Swanson led the team 
with a score of 73, receiving 
second in the tournament overall. 
Garth Swanson scored a 79, 

by Kelly Maloney ’16
“We knew we had 
no room for error, 
which forced us to 
come in with good 
scores.”

– Ben Putterman

Blanchard an 82, Pugliese an 86, 
Dahllahan a 92, and Keenan a 99. 
“It was a really tight match; we 
were within 10 strokes of the third 
place team,” said Carter Swanson. 

The Wyverns played their 
final match at Oak Ridge Golf 
Course on Wednesday, May 25, in 
the KO Invitational Tournament.

With three seniors gradu-
ating along with Blanchard 
and Dallahan not returning to 
KO their sophomore years, 
the team looks for players on 
the junior varsity squad to step 
up their game for next season. 

“Although we are losing 
five players next year, I am 
still confident in our ability 
as a team to compete with the 
tough opponents we will face,” 
said junior Michael Loughran.

Putterman said he agreed 
that players on the team will 
have to step up. “Everyone 
is going to have to play their 
best every single match to win 
and if we do this, we can have 
some success,”  said Putterman.

Boys swimming and diving Head Coach Clayton Miles. Photo by Ali Zilahy ’16
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Track and field sprints to top 
of New Englands competition
by Ben Putterman ’17

The girls track and field team 
won the New England Champion-
ships on Saturday, May 21 at the 
Hyde School in Woodstock, Conn. 

Senior Co-captain Emily 
Kirton, who was named Most 
Valuable Competitor at the cham-
pionships, turned in a remarkable 
range of top-notch performances. 

She won the 100 meter high 
hurdles and long jump, and came 
in third in the triple jump. She 
jumped her season-best distance 
of  16’ 10.25” in the long jump. 

Junior Kayla Gelmaud 
placed first in the shot put, throwing 
a new personal best of 32’ 1.75.” 

Junior Sam March place first 
in the triple jump, setting a new 
school record and also placed third 
in the 100 meters and 200 meters. 

Sophomore Emma Ouelette 
placed second in the 400 meters. 

The 4 x 100 meter relay 
team of Kirton, Gelmaud, March 
and senior Co-captain Ellie Kraus, 
placed first in their event. Their 
time of 50.95 secs. was a season 
best and a new school record.

T h e  r e l a y  t e a m  o f 
Kraus, Glemaud, Ouelette and 
freshman Erin Bowen took 
third place in the 4 x 400. 

After rebounding from an 
injury, junior Co-captain Laura 
Polley placed eighth in the triple 
jump with a jump of 30’ 6.00.” 

The boys team took sixth 
place in the championships. 
Senior Co-captain Mick Hains 

won the 800 meters in a time of 
1:58.53, and sophomore Keegan 
Toland took second in the shot 
put with a throw of 44’ 6.50.” 
Senior Co-captain Koby Quansah 
took second in the triple jump 
and fourth in the long jump. 

Sophomore Trey Taylor, 
s e n i o r  C o - c a p t a i n  K y l e 
McLaughlin and senior Rob Yiri-
gian took fifth place in the 400, 3000 
and 110 high hurdles, respectively. 

The 4 x 400 relay team 
of Hains, Taylor, freshman 
Coltrane Joseph and junior Jack 
Barry took fifth in their event.

A week earlier at the 
Founders League Champion-
ships, several personal and 
school records were set even 
though the teams did not finish as 
well as they would have hoped. 

Hains set the school record 
in the 800 with a time of 1:55.82 
and Toland set the school record 
in shot-put with a 46’ 9.75” throw. 

“It feels really good knowing 
I’m a leader...and now I feel closer 
to the amount of success Mick 
has in his events,” said Toland.

Hains was praised by 
numerous teammates. “Mick is an 
extremely hard worker who always 
strives for perfection and will 
continue to do so in the future as 
he wraps up a great track season,” 
said Junior Noah Hawks-Ladds.

I n  t h e  t r i p l e  j u m p 
Quansah just missed the school 
record with a 42’ 0.5” jump. 

On the girls team, Kirton 
has been extremely impressive 

in the hurdles and several other 
events, which included a first place 
finish at Founders. Also, Kraus 
improved quickly this season in 
the hurdles and competed well 
in the 4 x 100 and the long jump.

Although the girls competed 
against tough teams at Founders 
and didn’t finish as well as they 
wanted to, they knew they could 
do better at New Englands. 
Ultimately, the girls finished in 
first place and brought home a 
championship for the Wyverns. 

In the field aspect of the 
sport, javelin and shot-put throwers 
Toland and Barry have also contrib-
uted greatly to the team’s success. 

Along with the enthusiasm 
these two bring to the team, 
they are also tough competi-
tors in their events. At Founders, 
Toland placed 22nd in the 
javelin, and Barry placed 17th.

With such a talented 
group of individuals, the team 
makes sure to work together 
in order to be as successful as 
possible. “It’s not all about indi-
vidual...because the majority of 
the events [consist of] multiple 
people competing or throwing 
at the same time,” said Toland.

With a number of injuries 
on both the boys and girls teams, 
members of the team have had 
to fill into different positions and 
events. “We have had to overcome 
aches and pains and injuries which 
takes a different kind of discipline,” 
said Head Coach Alexander Kraus. 

Coach Kraus said the six 

captains have also have made a 
huge contribution to this disci-
pline and have pushed the team 
through the struggles this season. 
He said Captains Hains, Kirton, 
Quansah, Kraus, McLaughlin, 
and Polley have not only made the 
season enjoyable but also led by 
example through their work ethic.

Along with these leaders, 
each member of the coaching staff 
contributes to the team’s improve-
ment in their own way. “Although 
there are a lot of coaches on the 
team, they work together to help 
uplift the team and to focus on each 
individual member,” said Hains.

H o w e v e r ,  c e r t a i n 
coaches specialize in certain 
areas and events. Toland said 
that  Assistant  Coach Will 

Gilyard and Coach Kraus are 
constantly critiquing his form. 

Hains said that Assistant 
Coaches Scott Rodilitz, David 
Baker and Fritz Goodman are 
helping him run better and pushing 
him to achieve the most he can.

Coach Kraus stressed how 
his main goal for the season 
included the team members 
pushing one another to get 
better, while also maintaining a 
positive environment for each 
of the athletes to compete in. 

Barry, along with other 
members of the team said they 
enjoyed their time on the team this 
season. “Not only have I improved 
in my events, but I have also created 
better relationships with many 
of my teammates,” Barry said. 

Senior Co-captain Ellie Kraus hurdles past the competition at Wilbraham 
Monson. Photo by Alexander Kraus.

Girls tennis finishes undefeated 
by Michael Loughran ’17

Senior Allie Perron stares down the tennis court. Photo by Ali Meizels ’18.

The girls varsity tennis 
team had an absolutely dominant 
season, finishing the regular season 
undefeated, winning the Coe de 
Villafranca Tournament as well as 
the New England Championship.

On Saturday, May 14, KO 
traveled to Kent School to take 
part in the Coe De Villafranca 
Tournament against several 
teams in a round-robin style 
format. The top four seeds, senior 
Co-Captains Allie Perron, Morgan 
Risinger, and Olivia Shea, as 
well as freshman Lexi Kubas, 
competed in this tournament.

This tournament is deter-
mined by a points system from 
winning individual matches, 
and at the end of the day, the 
Wyverns racked up the most 
points and left with the victory.

Coming off the victory at 
the Coe de Villafranca Tourna-
ment, KO faced a solid Taft team, 
on Monday, May 16 and won 8-1. 

Then on Tuesday, May 17, 
the team capped off an unde-
feated regular season in dominant 
fashion against a stellar Hotchkiss 
squad. In their last home match 
on senior day, the three seniors 

delivered quality performances, 
leading the team to victory.

This was a special victory, 
not only because of what the team 
achieved in winning, but also the 
way in which they won the match.

“For many years, Hotch-
kiss has been our most difficult 
opponent,” said Head Coach 
Ronald Garcia. “We beat them 
in every match and won 6-0. 

We have never had a year with a 
result like that against Hotchkiss.”

Coming into the season, 
Coach Garcia believed that his 
team could have potentially won 
every single match, but the team 
exceeded his expectations by how 
dominant they were throughout 
the entirety of the season.

“I thought we could go 
undefeated, but we haven’t even 

played a close match this season,” 
said Coach Garcia. “Every match 
has been a decisive victory, and 
I didn’t think that would have 
been the case coming into the 
season,” said Coach Garcia.

The team was able to 
carry the momentum of a superb 
victory against Hotchkiss and an 
undefeated regular season in the 
New England Championships.

On Saturday, May 21, the 
girls traveled to Miss Porter’s 
school to face Berkshire in the 
semifinals. The team earned a 
bye in the quarterfinals because 
they were the No. 1 seed 
coming into the tournament.

The Wyverns defeated 
the Bears handily, winning 
8-1 with solid performances 
from Risinger and Perron.

The team earned a spot in 
the finals on Sunday, May 22, 
and faced Hopkins in the cham-
pionship. After rushing out of 
the gates with a fast start, the 
Wyverns found themselves up 
3-0. Then Risinger and Perron 
won their singles matches to 
secure the victory, winning 5-0.

Not only was this a special 
match because they won the 
championship, they also avenged 

their loss in the final round 
of the New England Champi-
onship last year to Hopkins.

“Last years loss was the 
most painful loss in the history of 
sports. We were up 4-2 and only 
had to win one more match but they 
came back to win 5-4,” said Coach 
Garcia. “So winning this year 
against them was much better.”

The girls tennis program 
is known for having successful 
seasons, but the 2016 season 
was unprecedented as this was 
the first time that they went both 
undefeated and won the cham-
pionship in the same season.

“This was our best season 
yet because the absences of the 
Lords [Melissa and Dayna] forced 
every single one of us to rise up and 
try out hardest to hold the title of 
being a strong team,” said Perron. 

The Wyverns won every-
thing they possibly could this 
season, and they did it by domi-
nating the competition. The team’s 
closest match this season was still a 
victory by significant margin, 7-2. 

This is the second time that 
the team finished undefeated, 
the first time in 2009. KO also 
won the New England Cham-
pionships in 2014 and 2011.  
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