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Community celebrates MLK’s legacy 
by Esha Kataria ’20

On Friday, Jan. 18, at 9:00 
a.m., students and teachers cele-
brated the esteemed legacy of 
Martin Luther King Jr., coming 
together to listen to and appreciate 
various student voices on campus. 

Director of Diversity and 
Inclusion Joan Edwards said she 
wanted to do something different 
this year. “This school has tradi-
tionally had the MLK assembly 
ever since I can remember,” 
she said. “This particular year I 
was trying to think about how to 
center it towards young people.” 

She said that she wanted 
to find a way to highlight young 
voices at KO. “Even though we 
have had a lot of student engage-
ment,” she said, “I wanted to 
make sure that this was student 
voices. Young people are the 
future, and young people are the 
heart of civil rights movements.” 

A number of  various 
students participated in the event. 
Freshman Amrita Natarajan and 
freshman Kyalese Hunter func-
tioned as MCs of the assembly. 

Freshman Olivia Reynolds helped 
put together the music and initial 
slideshow presented before the 
assembly. Senior Matt Safalow 
gave a thought provoking speech 
on marginalism in today’s commu-
nity, drawing inspiration from 
Dr. King’s writings. Freshman 
Morgan Siegel shared a heartfelt 
poem, beautifully portraying her 
thoughts and emotions through 
words. Finally, junior Winston 
Ware delivered his own “I Have 
a Dream Speech” in which he 
drew on and echoed MLK’s larger 
visions for American society. 

Olivia said that a lot of 
thought went in when picking 
the songs for before the assembly 
started. “I tried to choose pieces 
from artists of color to build repre-
sentation for their music,” she said. 
“I also chose music from popular 
movie soundtracks, such as ‘Black 
Panther’ and ‘The Hate U Give.’ 
These movies both feature strong 
black lead characters, giving those 
actors and actresses a chance to 
be in the spotlight. They portray 
a strong message, one I believe 
to be in line with the one Martin 

Luther King Jr. was fighting for,” 
she said. “I chose the last song of 
the assembly to be ‘Alright’ by 
Kendrick Lamar, because I thought 
it gave hope, as he repeats through 
the song ‘We’re gonna be alright’. 
Because we are going to be alright, 
and overcome all the struggles 
the world is throwing at us.” 

Kyalese said this moment 
was really important for her as she 
believes Dr. King was a huge part of 
who she is today. “All my life I’ve 
been very vocal about how I feel 

about everything, and to speak in 
the honor of a man like this is really 
amazing,” she said. “We wanted 
to portray a man who ultimately 
knew the difference between 
right and wrong. It’s important 
to remember him because if we 
forgot about the past, history 
will keep repeating himself.”

However, Kyalese said that 
when society glorifies him, some-
times they can forget he is still 
human and think that we can’t make 
change the way he did. Instead, she 

said that she hopes the assembly 
inspired people to believe that they 
can make change in society as well.

Amrita said the assembly 
was an important moment for 
the community because it was 
a great way to draw inspiration 
from a legend in history. “The 
fact that he was able to do so 
much for our country is just so 
inspiring,” she said. “The whole 
idea of the assembly was to bring 
people together, and reinforce the 
idea of how the youth of today 
can help improve the world.” 

Winston said that with his 
speech, he just wanted to give 
something valuable, something 
that would encourage thought. “I 
wanted to just give my perspec-
tive, the essence of it being mostly 
just having a dream to belong in 
a place and not have to worry 
about something going wrong 
because of the way I look,” he said. 

Matt said he wanted to share 
a little bit from Dr. King’s “The 
Purpose of Education” speech. 
“Everyone knows MLK for the 
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Junior Winston Ware shares an inspriing speech. Photo by Jacqueline Pisani. 

On Monday,  Jan.  28, 
Broadway and film actress 
Deidre Goodwin visited KO 
to share her experiences in the 
acting industry. She addressed 
the entirety of the student body 
during an assembly from 2 p.m. to 
3 p.m. and then conducted a three 
hour masterclass with the cast of 
the winter musical “Chicago.” 

Deidre Goodwin is a female 
African American actress who 
has been in the film industry for 
over twenty years. She has been 
a part of 37 film and television 
shows and 10 Broadway shows.

The assembly started with 
a video created by senior Nick 
Spina, highlighting different 
aspects and moments in Ms. Good-

win’s career. Director of Theater 
Kyle Reynolds enthusiastically 
introduced Goodwin, mentioning 
her background and telling the 
story of the creation of “A Chorus 
Line,” while emphasizing the 
ideas of following your passion. 

She started with mentioning 
her childhood and how she tried a 
lot of different things. She knew 
she loved singing and acting from 
a young age. However, she started 
to pursue dance from the age of 
17 and pursued a dance major at 
Missouri State University. While 
surrounded with people much 
more experienced than herself, 
Ms. Goodwin said that it fueled 
her to keep pushing and doing her 
best. “I loved it, and I didn’t let the 
negative things distract me from 
my love and my passion,” she said. 

Ms. Goodwin expanded 
on her ideas by bringing in some 
advice central to her message. 
“Whatever your passion is, follow 
that voice,” she said. “Don’t 
limit yourself as to what your 
possibilities are; stay open to it.” 

Afterwards ,  Goodwin 
answered various questions posed 
by a panel of faculty and students. 
The panel included junior Remy 
McCoy, sophomore Olivia Pear, 
sophomore Sadie Margolis, 
Director of Diversity and Inclusion 
Joan Edwards, and Mr. Reynolds. 

One of the questions Ms. 
Goodwin answered was about her 
training and education. She said that 
she is always learning new things 
and one of her biggest inspirations 
was Paula Kelly. “It was the first 
time I saw someone who looked 

like me that planted a seed of ‘hey, 
maybe I can do that,’” she said. 

Later that day, she also held 
a masterclass with the “Chicago” 
cast of the winter musical during 
their rehearsal, and shared her own 

take on the show. She provided 
advice to the cast and even taught 
them some new dance steps. “She 
taught us some warm-up tricks and 

by Esha Kataria ’20

Continued on page 12.

Deidre Goodwin shows her moves during the dance portion of a  master class 
with the cast of “Chicago.” Photo by Ali Meizels ’19. 
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Ronny Romm hypnotizes KO
by  Shreeya Chalikonda ’ 21

by Lian Wolman ’ 19

On Friday, Jan. 25, hypnotist and 
mentalist Ronny Romm visited KO 
and brought a new form of entertain-
ment to the Upper School students. 

Ronny Romm is a renowned 
hypnotism specialist and ESP entertainer 
who has had over 5,000 cruise appear-
ances, over 1,500 college appearances, 
and many high school appearances. 

Specifically, he has visited many prep 
schools all around New England including 
Berkshire School, Taft School, Salisbury 
School, Canterbury School and many more. 

Ronny Romm has also come 
to KO to do a show in the past. “He 
came to campus a few years ago,” 
Student Government Adviser Mela Frye 
said, “and apparently was a massive 
success. The students really liked him.”

He has many videos up on his website 
(ronnyromm.com) that show his skill.

 “He’ll do these things where he 
hypnotizes kids and gets them to bark like a 
dog or dance,” Mrs. Frye said. “It’s not mean-
spirited; it’s all in good fun. He’s not getting 

you to reveal your deepest darkest secrets.”
Science teacher Fritz Goodman 

recalled the last time a hypnotist was on 
campus. “He put a $100 bill on the stage 
and he picked this big huge football player 
from the audience,” he said. “And he said 
the $100 bill weighed 1,000 pounds, and 
this guy couldn’t lift it up. It was so funny 
to watch this big huge football player not 
be able to pick up a tiny piece of paper.”

This was a different type of social 
event for the KO students. “I was really 
enthusiastic about this idea,” Form Four 
Vice President Sloan Duvall said. “One 
of our initiatives for this year was to 
create fun weekend social events for the 
KO community that weren’t just dances.”

S e n i o r  S p e a k e r  A n d r e w 
H o l l a n d  s a i d  h e  w a s  l o o k i n g 
forward to Ronny Romm’s arrival. 

“This is  something that you 
won’t get to see very often and could 
potentially be amazing,” he said.

Mr. Goodman agreed that the 
show was quite memorable. “In my 33 
years of teaching, the funniest thing 
I’ve ever seen on campus was what 

the hypnotist did to people,” he said. 
The show proved to be a success. 

About 20 students volunteered to be 
hypnotized and follow Ronny Romm’s 
commands. Sophomore Catherine Daniels 
was one of them. “I only remember dancing 
a little bit,” she said. “It was very scary.”

Many people in the audience also 
enjoyed the night. “I did not expect anything 
like that,” sophomore Brooke Seaver 
said, “and I want to go to another one.” 

Sophomore Eden Nenshati agreed 
that the event was one of a kind. “I thought 
it was amazing and very funny,” he said. 

Senior Ben Small said he found the 
event enjoyable. “It was very entertaining 
to watch people make fools of themselves,” 
he said. “I’m still wondering how much of 
hypontees’ actions were because of Ronny 
or because they were faking it. Regard-
less, it was very funny, and I am glad I had 
the opportunity to watch him perform.”  

 Like al l  SGA events  this 
year, donations were taken for Grace 
Academy and Covenant Prep which 
are two tuition-free middle schools 
for underprivileged kids in Hartford. 

A vibrant poster by junior Juliana Kulak  
promotes Ronny Romm’s hypnotic visit to KO. 
Photo by Shreeya Chalikonda ’ 21.

Teachers strive for equity in classroom
On Wednesday, Jan. 2, from 8:00 

a.m. to 3:15 p.m. the KO faculty partici-
pated in a faculty development day, learning 
how to improve equity in the classroom. 

 They began the day by splitting up 
into groups that they have been meeting 
with since the beginning of the year called 
Collaborative Learning Groups (CLG). 

“So for the first two hours on Jan. 
2 those groups met and shared some-
thing they had done and sort of how it 
had gone and got feedback from the rest 
of the group and the second hour every-
body in the group partnered up and shared 
together,” math teacher and Director of 

Teaching and Learning Jane Repp said.
There are many different CLG groups 

dedicated to different focuses including 
Equity in the Classroom, Student Led 
Class Discussion, Project Based Learning 
and Design Thinking and Student Choice. 

Spanish teacher Ron Garcia said that 
he is in the Equity in the Classroom group 
and prior to this day they sent out surveys to 
their students about equity in the classroom. 

Then from 10:00 a.m. to 3:15 
p.m. Jenna Chandler-Ward and Liza 
Talusan spoke to and organized activi-
ties for the faculty about equity. 

“It’s great to have people come in 
because it just encourages good conver-
sation about what it means to be a really 

good healthy community for every-
body,” Director of Academic Skills 
Jacquelyn Rubin said. “That’s important.”

Math teacher Danielle Hoff said 
that she really enjoyed one of the activi-
ties they did that was all about seeing 
different perspectives. “We looked at these 
pictures and we had to look at the certain 
things that stood out to us,” she said. 

Director of Diversity and Inclusion 
Joan Edwards said that the presenters were 
not afraid to ask the hard hitting questions.

“One of the two presenters said: How 
will your students know tomorrow that you 
did this training today?” she said. “We don’t 
always think about how will they know.” 

Ms. Edwards said it is time to move 
from talk to action to benefit the students. 
“I think there is obviously more that we 
could be doing about continuing to discuss 
and reflect but ultimately be need to take 
those and reflections and embed them 
into our work as educators,” she said. 

Ms. Repp said that this has been 
a slow process and it’s not done, but this 
type of work can’t be forced if it is going 
to me meaningful for the entire community. 

“It’s fun to watch the teachers grow and 
learn just like we want the kids to do and 
everything just makes it better for you all 
because that’s the goal,” she said. “How do 
we make everything best for the students.”

English teacher Ron Monroe said that 
he appreciated what the speakers shared with 
the faculty. “They were knowledgeable, they 
were enthusiastic, they worked well together, 
they challenged us, they brought a new 
perspective and they didn’t necessarily claim 
they had all the answers,” he said. “They 
were very kind of down to earth about that.” 

Ms. Repp said that equity in the class-
room can mean a lot of different things so she 
took a moment to clarify what equity in the 
classroom really means in the KO community. 

“It’s really about how to be aware of 
who the students are in your room and is the 
environment one in which they feel comfort-
able contributing,” she said. “Is the environ-
ment one where they see themselves? Is the 
curriculum one in which they see themselves? 
Is the language in the classroom inclusive?”

At the end of the day each teacher got 
into pairs or small groups to come up with 
some goals they are going to set to make their 

Mr. Gilyard, Ms. Edwards, Ms. Repp, Liza Talusan, and Jenna Chandler-Ward take a memorable 
selfie of themselves smiling for the camera after an important and productive faculty development 
day on Wedensday, Jan. 2. Photo by Dean of Students Will Gilyard. 

classroom environments even more equitable. 
When Mr. Garcia was asked about 

what his goal is for the future he said that 
he hopes to make every student feel impor-
tant when they enter his classroom. “I am 
more intrigued in some students’ activi-
ties and passions than others, and I would 
assume that students of whom I don’t share 
their passions and interests would feel 
that I am less invested in them,” he said. 

Ms. Hoff said that when she and her 
partner, Mr. Monroe, talked, they came up 
with activities they could do with their classes. 

Ms. Hoff said that the activity she 
planned for her class revolves around 
getting the students to talk with each other 
and even teach each other some math 
so that she is not just doing math prob-
lems on the board for the entire period. 

On Friday, Feb.1, Ms. Hoff and 
Mr. Monroe said that they plan on 
meeting with each other to discuss how 
their activities went in their classes. 

Many teachers said they are aware that 
they have room for growth when it comes 
to maintaining an equitable classroom. 

“We are working on raising our 
own awareness as teachers and as 
humans because even with all the work 
we have done, we still have a way to 
go,” school counselor Laura Doyle said.

All the teachers seem to agree that 
this is a very important topic for them to be 
covering as educators. “I am glad that we 
are continuing on the path of working on 
equity in our community,” Ms. Rubin said. 
“It’s important work that we are all behind.” 

Ms. Repp and Ms. Edwards already 
have plans for the future. “We have a couple 
of checkpoints over the course of the winter 
where people will check in with their part-
ners,” Ms. Repp said. “And then towards the 
end of the year we are going to really think 
about what we want the teachers to think 
about over the summer in terms of equity.”

Ms. Edwards added that some of 
the work teachers will be doing over the 
next few months might be off campus. 

She said some teachers will 
attend conferences to connect with 
other educators and learn even more 
about how to be a better educator. 

“It’s fun to watch the 
teachers grow and 
learn just like we 
want the kids to do, 
and everything just 
makes it better for you 
all because that’s the 
goal.”  
     –Mrs. Repp 
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A Wyvern’s Tale

includes information not found in the 
Bulletin. For example, the Jan. 3 Weekly 
included a list of key dates for 2018-2019 
and the Jan. 24 Weekly included the US 
Calendar of Events for January, both of 
which cannot be found in the Bulletin. 

Second, through the Weekly, parents 
seem to learn about KO events earlier than 
students. While this trend might not be system-
atic or intentional, it is certainly present. 

Third, KO should allow students to 
pick which form of information they prefer. 
For some, the Bulletin is amazing: whether 
it’s Monday’s lunch or a friend’s birthday 
we almost forgot about or upcoming club 
events, the Bulletin is where some go 
when they need KO-related information. 

I would like to acknowledge and 
commend Ms. Perkins for her efforts with 
the Bulletin. I think I speak for many when 
I say that the new and improved Bulletin 
is easy to navigate and very informative.

However, other students might simply 
prefer a more itemized email of the week’s 
goings-on. Alternatively, students could use 
the Bulletin for more day-to-day events—
like class schedules and lunch—and the 
Weekly for longer-term events. Whatever 
the case might be, KO should at least give 
students the option to pick for themselves.

In general, I think it’s important for the 
school administration to be as transparent as 
possible—with students and parents alike.

Back when KO was searching for 
a new Head of School, all of the emails 
concerning the Search Committee and the 
hired Search Firm went to parents and only 
the occasional email to students. Perhaps 
the rationale was “of course, students won’t 
care much about which firm KO’s hiring.” 
But I believe the administration should allow 
each student to decide for themselves what 
is and is not important to them. I’m not 
suggesting that Mr. Dillow should send his 
agenda to the entire school every day. What 
I am saying is that—when discussing impor-
tant, campus-wide issues—students should 
be informed to the same extent as parents. I 
believe a crucial step in this process is giving 
students access to the Wyvern Weekly. 

Treating students l ike adults 
conveys responsibility—something that 
KO hopes its students learn and embody. 
It also prepares us for the “real world,” 
to manage our own time and priorities, 
and to take ownership over our own lives

Overall, trusting students with the 
Weekly will enable us to better uphold 
KO’s values, giving us another tool to 
“take personal responsibility” and to 
“work hard, take risks, become involved.” 

Students deserve
Wyvern Weekly 

While the entire school shares a 
cafeteria the Upper School and Middle 
School paths do not cross over very often 
because of the drastically different daily 
schedules. There are a few programs 
that do bring the Upper School students 
and Middle School students together; 
however, many of the programs only 
reach a select number of students.

The Senior Advisor program 
has existed since around 2005 when 
Tamara Schurdak who was the Upper 
Prep form dean introduced the idea. 

This year, there are 12 seniors known 
as Senior Advisors who go down to the 
Middle School twice a week to meet with 
their assigned advisee group. They help 
the sixth-graders find their place in the KO 
community, talk about any pressing issues, 
enjoy snacks and play games together.

This time is very special for the 
seniors and sixth-graders and helps bridge 
the separation between the youngest class 
and the oldest. An idea that we at the 
KO News have is to expand the fantastic 
Senior Advisor program so that seventh 
and eighth-graders also have Upper 
Schoolers in their groups guiding them. 

This year, Dean of Students William 
Gilyard started an initiative to teach younger 
students about the Upper School. Upper 
School students go to the Middle School 
to talk about what they do on campus 
and offer any advice about transitioning 
to the KO high school. They also answer 
any questions the Middle Schoolers have 
for them regarding the Upper School.

Sometimes members of the Upper 
School SAAC attend Middle School 
SAAC meetings and encourage them 
to get involved in Upper School sports. 
They inform the Middle Schoolers of 
sporting events such as Hockey Night. 

There are also a few members of the 
Upper School SAAC who work on getting 
Upper School coaches to hold training 
sessions for young athletes or invite 
them to practice with the varsity teams. 

Recently, the MS girls basketball team 
practiced with the US girls varsity basket-
ball team which gave the younger athletes a 
chance to meet their possible future coach. 

While we applaud SAAC for 
taking this initiative, we hope that they 
continue to implement their plans. 

Wyverns Helping Wyverns is 
another program that was recently created 
to have the Upper Schoolers tutor the 

Middle Schoolers in any subject and 
help them get organized after school. 

Some Middle Schoolers utilize this 
program to get ahead in their classes while 
others just want to get out of a quiet study hall. 

The KO News thinks that a buddy 
system for an older student to work with 
a younger student during the day could 
be installed to help kids who need more 
support or just want to review material. 

We also think it is important to have 
more free time that aligns both with the 
Upper and Middle School so that programs 
like the tutoring one can be put in place. 

More similar free time would also 
allow students of all ages to participate 
in clubs because there are so many clubs 
that younger students could participate in 
such as the Green Team and Shatterproof.

Currently, it is hard to find time for  
Senior Advisors to visit their sixth-grade 
advisee groups becuase of the very different 
day-to-day schedules of the two grades.

 These seniors miss weekly Tuesday 
assemblies, which is not ideal because these 
assemblies often have important information 
for the week and club announcements. This 
group of seniors also misses out on some 
assemblies when they go to the Middle 
School on Fridays during PLB at 9:15 a.m.. 

In 2016, the KO News intro-
duced the “KO in The Middle” section 
of the newspaper for Middle School 
students to have a chance to write about 
what’s happening in the Middle School. 

During the Middles Schoolers eighth-
grade year, Mrs. Levine teaches a journalism 
elective for a quarter. Each Middle Schooler 
who wants to write for the newspaper has to 
take this class to learn how to interview people 
and write in the correct newspaper style. 

Head editors of the KO News and  Ms. 
Schieffelin, the Upper School journalism 
teacher, sometimes go to the class to offer 
advice, and they also edit the Middle School 
articles before they reach the print version. 

The KO News is trying to bring 
the two schools together with this 
initiative, and the editorial staff hopes 
that these young writers will join the 
Upper School news staff in the future. 

All of the pre-existing programs are 
very important for both the Upper and Middle 
Schools; however, there is so much more we 
could be doing to make the community feel 
united. The KO News urges the school to 
implement some new programs so that each 
student feels a great sense of community. 

A healthy school environment is one 
characterized by open communication. One 
of the most important roles of a school’s 
administration is to keep its student body 
informed about campus events and news.

However, the KO administration 
does not directly give students access to 
an important source of information: the 
Wyvern Weekly. Often times, student hear 
about upcoming events or past ones only 
from their parents. Why withhold poten-
tially valuable information from students? 

I believe that KO should send the 
Wyvern Weekly to students of all forms as 
well as to parents and faculty for two reasons.

First, having access to the Wyvern 
Weekly promotes student independence. 
KO espouses the idea that students should 
take ownership of their education. This 
kind of ownership manifests in many ways: 
be it, academic, extracurricular, or social. 

As students become older and more 
mature, we are increasingly in charge of 
our own lives. We rely on our parents 
less and less. Eventually, when we go 
off to college, we won’t have our parents 
with us at all times to tell us about an 
upcoming school event, for example. 

In college and in our lives beyond 
education, we will have to manage our 
own time and priorities and keep track of 
our own schedules. I think trusting students 
with the Weekly will instill some of the 
lessons that KO is trying to teach: responsi-
bility, independence, and time-management.

 Second, there are really no downsides 
to sending the Weekly to students. From a 
technological perspective, such a change 
would simply involve adding emails to 
the already existing list. Furthermore, it 
is not as if the Weekly contains sensitive, 
parent-only information; it simply tells 
parents what is happening on-campus.

Finally, if a student really doesn’t 
find the Weekly helpful and resent the 
lost Gmail inbox space, she or he could 
unsubscribe with literally two clicks.

Thus, those students who find value 
in receiving the Weekly will stay subscribed 
and those who don’t will unsubscribe.

Some may argue that the Weekly 
and the Upper School Daily Bulletin 
serve the same purpose and that giving 
students access to both would be redundant.

While it’s true that the Bulletin 
contains much of the same information 
as the Weekly, there are three reasons 
why this “redundancy” isn’t an issue.

First, sometimes, the Weekly 

by Ben Small ’19We’re all in this together



4 THURSDAY
January 31, 2019   News Opinions THURSDAY

January 31, 2019 5

On Friday, Jan. 25, from 
8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. students 
and parents attended the Summer 
Programs & Career Exploration 
(SPACE) Fair in Mead Dining 
Hall to learn about and explore 
the various summer opportuni-
ties offered from a multitude of 
local and national organizations. 

More than 15 vendors 
greeted the student body, offering 
a variety of programs ranging 
from public speaking to commu-
nity service to outdoor activities. 

Some of the organizations 
were the Westfield Academy, 
Where There Be Dragons, 
Junior Achievement, and Hurri-
cane Island Outward Bound. 
Many of the groups have been 
coming year after year to offer 
their programs; however, some 
of the newer ones included 
Outlander and Global Roots. 

Associate Director of 
College Advising Peggy Clark 
said that the purpose of the fair 
was to encourage students to try 
new things or hone in on one of 
their interests. “In general, one of 
the things KO wants students to be 
doing is to exploring their interests 
and trying new things,” she said. 

Ms. Clark said that in 
addition to academics, activi-
ties outside of the classroom are 

equally important to who students 
are. “The SPACE fair is an exten-
sion of that idea. You have a stretch 
of time which we want you to use 
productively and thoughtfully,” 
she said. “Yes, do use that time 
to recharge but also continue to 
refine and sharpen your interests.” 

Ms. Clark said the fair was a 
success because it was a one stop 
shop that would give students ideas 
of how they could effectively use 
their summer. “They are all learning 
opportunities,” she said. “The 
major idea is that we don’t want 
kids not doing something because 
they haven’t planned ahead.” 

A great number of students 
who attended said they really 

enjoyed the fair. Sophomore 
Shreeya Chalikonda said that she 
was amazed by the number and 
variety of organizations there. “It 
was really interesting, and I’m 
excited for the summer,” she said. 

Junior Sydney Taffe said 
she agreed that students had many 
options to choose from. “There was 
something for everyone,” she said.

Sophomore Rinese Ster-
ling said that the fair was a 
way to open up to new inter-
ests and learn more about how 
you can spend your summer. 

Freshman Lucia Volin said 
she agreed that the fair was a great 
opportunity for students. “It’s very 
interesting that there are all these 

places, all these different cultures, 
and ideas and how you can merge 
yourself with them,” she said. 

Freshman Amrita Nata-
rajan said that the fair saved her 
a lot of time from researching 
on her own. “It’s a wonderful 
place to discover new opportu-
nities that you otherwise would 
not have known about,” she said. 

Freshman Ajay Ganesh 
said he agreed that he found 
many topics and programs 
tha t  su i ted  h i s  in te res t s . 

Many vendors also enjoyed 
talking about their programs. 
“I think it’s awesome to see so 
many kids here thinking about 
the summer,” representative 
from Overland Lauren Earls said. 

Representative Sam Roy 
from Travel for Teens said she 
agreed that the event was very 
organized and accessible to parents 
and students. “KO does a great 
job putting this together,” she 
said. “It’s nice it happens during 
the day and students and parents 
can get to know their options.” 

Representative Meghan 
Henderson from Westfield 
Academy said that she enjoys 
being part of the fair every 
year. “We have had wonderful 
students at Westfield from KO,” 
she said. “I come here because 
I am really passionate about the 
power of respectful oral advo-

cacy for kids, and I think that 
KO is this community that’s ripe 
with students who are inclined to 
do it and can change the world.” 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A n n 
Henderson said she agreed that 
she loves to talk to students about 
how they can spend their summer. 
“We are here to promote good 
educational summer opportuni-
ties to students at KO and make 
sure everyone has an awesome 
summer,” she said. “We think 
that debate and public speaking 
is a great way of doing that.” 

Dean of Students William 
Gilyard said that at the end of 
the day, it’s about encouraging 
students to go out of their comfort 
zone and try something new. 
“The reality is that you come to 
a place like KO because you are 
afforded these opportunities and 
it’d be a waste to not take advan-
tage of all these incredible events 
and trips and possibilities that 
are out there for you,” he said. 

Ms. Clark said she agreed 
that the fair was a way for students 
to get the most out of their high 
school experience. “It’s about 
creating the understanding that 
making active choices to pursue 
what interests you and what it is 
that you love to do is how you set 
yourself up well to get the most 
out of KO,” she said. “I encourage 
students to continue that approach.” Students and teachers interacting at the SPACE Fair. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

On Thursday, Jan. 20, 37 KO 
students attended Yale’s annual 
Model United Nations conference.

KO students always enjoy 
this conference.“Yale hosts a four 
day conference every single year, 
and the Yale students run the whole 
show,”  Model UN advisor Stacey 
Savin said. “1600 students attend 
from all over the world. There is 
maybe 30 committees offered.” 

Preparation has to start well 
before the actual trip. “Before 
the conference starts, the Yale 
students will send us our assign-
ments of which countries we 
represent,” Ms. Savin said. “Then 
you spend four days in your 
committee which has from 100 
to 20 people, meet in two hour 
sessions, two to three times a day.” 

Ms. Savin said that students 
have won an award at the confer-
ence every single year KO has 
partaken, and that continued 
this year. Senior Jason Meizels, 
senior Sam Mazo, and junior 
Spencer Schaller all received 
awards during the conference. 

Jason was awarded an 
Honorable mention in the Press 
Corps special committee. Another 
Chair for Model UN, senior Ben 
Small was also part of the Press 
Corps special committee. While 
Ben has a history of doing well 
and receiving rewards, he was 
sick and unable to attend a lot of 
the conference. Fortunately some 
other students really stepped up. 

Sam also received an honor-
able mention in the specialized 
committee for Brexit Negotia-

tions. “This was my second year 
going to YMUN and first time 
in a smaller committee, with 
only 20ish people,” he said. “I 
definitely liked it a lot better, I 
could speak more frequently, 
and was  more  involved.”

Spencer was named the Inter-
national Court of Justice commit-
tee’s Outstanding delegate. “I was 
very grateful as it was my first 
time at Model UN and everyone 
else there had much more expe-
rience than I did,” Spencer said. 

Spencer wants to return to 
this conference in the future.“I 
plan on going next year and 
applying to ICJ again or possibly 
the crisis committee, Spencer said. 
“I really enjoyed my experience 
of participating in the event and 
meeting other people with similar 
interests from other countries.” 

Ben enjoys participating in 
this club for various reasons.“In 
general Model UN is a very intel-
lectually stimulating activity,” 
he said. “You have to approach 
issues from a perspective that 
does not necessarily lie with your 
views, and it is very important 
to gain that global viewpoint.” 

While many students did 
well from KO and even received 
awards, no one was able to attend 
the award ceremony. Due to a 
snowy weather forecast, KO left 
early. “A lot of people left Saturday 
night,” Ms. Savin said. “Some 
schools left on Saturday morning. 
A number of our own kids’ parents 
came to get them. We moved up our 
departure, and we did not stay for 
the award ceremony, but when we 
found out later, we were thrilled.” 

MUN to Yale
by Aidan O’Loughlin ’20

SPACE fair is out of this world 

Schork’s Schark Tank 
On Friday, Jan.11, Spanish 

teacher Lynn Schork’s Spanish 
5AP class held their own version 
of the TV show ‘Shark Tank.’ 

Ms. Schork created, what 
her students like to call, Schork 
Tank when the TV Show first 
aired and it has developed into a 
very realistic project. “I have really 
tweaked and changed it into a true 
shark tank,” Ms. Schork said. 

Throughout the year the 
class rotates through different 
themes while preparing for the 
AP exam. “During the world of 
business theme, Shark Tank is 
the perfect thing to do with busi-
ness,” Ms. Schork said. “Using 
real world challenges, we teach 
students what it really takes to 
create a market and sell a product.” 

Students have to put in a lot 
of work for this project, including 
coming up with an original inven-
tion, a prototype, a budget, two 
ads and a proposal all in Spanish. 

“Students come up with an 
original idea and then make sure it 

doesn’t have a patent,” Ms. Schork 
said. “Then they have to do a proto-
type of that item, and they have 
to come up with a business plan, 
and figure out how much manu-
facturing costs. They also have to 
find out where they are going to 
manufacture it in the world and 
have to check the child labor laws. 
They have to decide whether to be 
green or not, and to make money 
or focus on the green aspect.” 

All the groups thought of 
interesting concepts. “My group 
came up with a bagel truck idea,” 
senior Lian Wolman said. “The 
bagel truck served two flavors 
of bagel in one. In the end our 
idea won; however, our presenta-
tion and advertisement did not.”

The ‘Schork’ Tank judges 
voted on best pitch, best print ad, 
best TV ad, and which product they 
thought would work best and earn 
the most money in the real world.  

Three Spanish teachers took 
on the personas of the actual sharks 
for the presentation. Spanish 
teacher Ron Garcia acted as Mark 
Cuban. Academic Technology 

by Aidan O’Loughlin ’20 Coordinator and Spanish teacher 
Juan Martinez was Kevin O’Leary. 
Finally Ms. Schork played the 
role of Lori Greiner. “We treat the 
kids like the real shark tank and 
are hypercritical in our decisions 
and comments,” Ms. Schork said. 

“This project was really 
fun but also very challenging,” 
Lian said. “We had to do every-
thing in Spanish and think on our 
feet. In addition, the judges were 
very honest. They told you if they 
thought it was ugly or dangerous, 
and it all sounded worse because 
it was in Spanish, but we all just 
laughed it off. They were all very 
convincing judges,” she said. 

This project is always a 
great time for the class.“I really 
love this project,” Ms. Schork 
said. “It has morphed into some-
thing that shows what it takes to be 
an entrepreneur. Students always 
seem to come up with something 
new. The kids did an awesome 
job this year. Their Spanish was 
really superior, truly incredible.”Ms. Schork’s Spanish class smiles together. Photo by Katherine Gianni.

“We treat the kids 
like the real shark 
tank and are 
hypercritical in 
our decisions and 
comments.”

–Ms. Schork

by Esha Kataria ’20
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As a junior in high school, 
my life is busy. Between balancing 
academics, extracurriculars, 
sports, piano lessons, prepping for 
the SAT, the college process and a 
social life, I barely have a minute 
to spare, much less 30 hours; 
however, it seems like the state 
of Connecticut feels differently. 

Getting your license is an 
exciting right of passage that 
most people look forward to, but 
in my personal experience, I have 
found the process to be extremely 
tedious and time-consuming. 

As someone who is currently 
trying to complete the 30 hours 
of required in class and behind 
the wheel lessons, I have come 
to the conclusion that the entire 
process could be condensed in 
half -- making the experience 
much better for everyone involved. 

I know what you’re thinking. 
I know that there are alternatives to 
taking the 30 hour class. One could, 
for example, take an eight hour 
course or even wait until they’re 18 
and bypass Drivers Ed all together. 

Despite these options, 
many people gravitate towards 
the 30 hour course because of the 
included benefits such as an insur-
ance discount, preferred testing 
locations and, of course, a more 
in-depth version of the curriculum. 

Before I get into the details 
about why I think 30 hours of 
Drivers Ed is excessive, I want 
to clarify a few things. First, I 
understand that there are rules for 
a reason. I recognize that a driver’s 
license is a privilege, not a right. 
Furthermore, I realize the impor-
tance of learning the rules of the 
road in order to ensure my own 
safety, as well as everyone else’s. 

Finally, I know that your 
experience with Driver’s Ed varies 
depending on which company you 
choose to take the classes through, 
so it is possible that your experience 
was or will be different than mine. 

The company that I take 
my classes through breaks up 
the 30 hours into 15 two hour 
classes. Out of the 15 classes, 
only about half of them are useful.

 I understand the value in 
attending many of the classes 
such as “Road Signs and Traffic 
Patterns” or “Alcohol and 
Drug Rules and Restrictions.” 

What I don’t understand 
is why I had to spend two hours 
last Thursday night “learning” 
about the dangers of driving 
when I “have a lot on my mind.” 
First, find me a teenager who 
doesn’t have a lot on their mind. 

Second, considering the fact 
that my driving teacher seemed 
so concerned with my stress 
impacting my driving, I found it 
ironic that my stress level would’ve 
been alleviated significantly if I 
could have, in fact, been home, 
studying for my APUSH test. 

How is my stress level going 
to impact my ability to navigate 
through an intersection, to merge 

onto the highway, to drive the 
speed limit or to parallel park? I 
know that sometimes in life you 
have to do things that you don’t 
want to do. I also know that nothing 
in life is handed to you: if you 
want something (like your driver’s 
license), you have to work for it. 

That being said, I still think 
a lot of the information we learn 
in Driver’s Ed simply isn’t useful.

I also feel like a lot of the 
class time isn’t productive. For 
example, at the beginning of every 
class the teacher has a ‘warm-up’ 
prepared that usually involves a 
word search or a group activity.

 I don’t know about the 
rest of the people in the class 
but personally, I didn’t sign up 
for Driver’s Ed as a social outlet.

 I give the teachers credit 
because I know they are trying 
to make the boring process more 
engaging but I would rather 
skip the pointless warm up if it 
meant getting out of class faster.

An additional example 
of why class time isn’t produc-
tive happened during the class 
regarding Alcohol and Drugs. 
We spent the majority of the class 
watching five videos, all of teen 
car crashes caused by substance 
abuse. I think the intention was that 
if we watched the videos enough 
times, the message would sink in. 

Let me assure you that 
the message was received after 
the first depressing and graphic 
video. If we had simply watched 
one of the videos instead of five, 
we could have saved a solid 
hour of valuable class time. 

Another one of the main 
reasons why I begrudge going to 
Drivers Ed is that, like most KO 

It’s no secret that the 
film industry is a field in 
which it is much harder for 
women to succeed than men. 

The recent announce-
ment of the 2019 Oscar nomina-
tions speaks to this statement. 

Specifically, no women 
were nominated this year for 
best director. This year’s nomi-
nees include, Spike Lee, Pawel 
Pawlikowski, Yorgos Lanthimos, 
Adam McKay, and Alfonso Cuaron. 

This is Spike Lee’s first 
nomination in the category, 
and he no doubt deserves it, 
as I’m sure the rest of these 
directors deserve recognition.  

However, this category 
seemed to completely ignore 
valid options such as Mimi Leder 
for “On the Basis of Sex,” and 
Josie Rourke for “Mary Queen 
of Scots,” among others as well. 

I t  is  unfair  for these 
women to go unrecognized 
for their exceptional work.

People might argue that this 
happened because those men are 
simply the ones who deserve the 
nomination based on their work. 
However, this might not be the case. 

In the last 91 years, only 
five women have been nominated 

for best director, which shows 
the clear disadvantage female 
directors are at in this industry. 

These five nominations 
include Lina Wertmuller for “Seven 
Beauties” in 1975, Jane Campion 
for “The Piano” in 1994, Sofia 
Coppola for “Lost in Translation” 
in 2003, Kathryn Bigelow for “The 
Hurt Locker” in 2009, and Greta 
Gerwig for “Lady Bird” in 2017. 

In those 91 years, far 
more women should have been 
acknowledged for their work. Out 
of these five directors, the only 
woman to ever win best director 
was Kathryn Bigelow in 2009. 

Another qualified director 
for the category was Marielle 
Heller for “Can You Ever Forgive 
Me?” Her lack of a nomination 
is particularly surprising because 
Melissa McCarthy was nomi-
nated for best actress, alongside 
co-star Richard E. Grant who was 
nominated for best supporting 
actor in “Can You Ever Forgive 
me?” Both Nicole Holofcener 
and Jeff Whitty were nomi-
nated as the film’s screenwriters. 
Seems like the director should 
earn her recognition too, right? 

In a Vanity Fair article, 
it was pointed out the fact that 
these female directors that have 
gone unrecognized aren’t being 

snubbed by awards because they 
aren’t amazing films, but rather 
because they didn’t have enough 
money to “launch a campaign.”

In order to get a nomina-
tion as a woman you must stay 
charming and humble and do a 
lot of work to promote the film. 

This is upsetting consid-
ering one of this year’s nominees, 
Pawel Pawlikowski didn’t seem to 
put much effort into campaigning 
for his f i lm, “Cold War.” 

Vanity Fair also shed light 
on the fact that Greta Gerwig, the 
last woman to be nominated in 
the category earned her recogni-
tion because a lot of money was 
poured into her campaign trail  
to ensure that people acknowl-
edged her work for “Lady Bird”.   

In the list of top 100 films 
of 2018, only four woman direc-
tors had their movies make the 
list. Only four percent of those 
directors were women. Although 
the issue of gender inequality 
in the film industry seems to be 
recognized more and more, the 
problem is clearly still there. 

Although the lack of 
female acknowledgement and 
respect in the film industry can 
be disheartening, if we continue 
the conversation, I believe 
this inequality will change. 

by Maeve McDonald ’19

by Kathryn Westrick ’20

As a new junior at KO, I 
came into this year with a fresh 
outlook on the activities that KO 
provides for its students. I was 
thrilled to see that KO offered 
team sports like field hockey, as 
well as plays and musicals, but 
disappointed when I was told that 
KO did not offer dance as a sport. 
How many prospective students 
have come to visit KO and felt 
this same disappointment? Maybe 
some even decided to look else-
where at one of the many other 
private schools in Connecticut 
with a dance program. I think that 
KO’s lack of a dance program 
creates a large gap in both the 
athletic program and art program. 

Dance is a unique activity 
that combines artistic expression 
with athletic ability. There are a 
wide variety of dance styles that 
students could have the oppor-
tunity to learn such as ballet, 
modern, hip-hop, jazz, African, 
contemporary, and many more. 
Dance at KO could be open to 
beginner and advanced dancers 
alike so that the less experi-
enced dancers could learn from 
the more experienced dancers.

Dance is also unique in the 
fact that dancers both strive for 
personal goals as well as work as 
a team. Students would be able to 

individually challenge themselves 
with stretching or technique as well 
as collaborating in group routines 
and with original choreography. 

As  a  dancer  mysel f , 
I can attest that dancing is, 
despite popular belief, a highly 
athletic activity that takes 
many hours of stretching, 
cardio, and technique to master. 

This is why there is no doubt 
that dance would qualify as a sport. 
The hard work and athletic ability 
of dancers is something that KO 
students could enjoy in many 
ways. KO students already enjoy 
participating in and viewing band 
or choir performances, so they 
would definitely enjoy watching 
dance performances as well. 

A large part of dancing 
is the performance aspect. At 
my former school, we would 
host a dance concert that would 
display dances from surrounding 
schools as well as our own. 

This was a fun way to meet 
performers from other schools, 
showcasing the hard work that 
each dance program put into 
their performances. It was also a 
popular event that non-dancers 
enjoyed watching. KO would 
benefit from showcases like these, 
and it would allow us to connect 
more with surrounding schools.

Besides dance perfor-
mances, the level of dance 

ability in the winter musicals 
would be raised greatly from 
KO having a dance program. 
KO musicals are often limited to 
shows that don’t have compli-
cated dance numbers because 
of the lack of dance on campus. 

KO musicals would be 
elevated to a higher standard if 
singers and dancers would be able 
to combine their talents and prac-
tice on campus all year. KO dancers 
are instead forced to dance off 
campus rather than pursuing their 
interests as part of the community. 

Why would we want KO 
dancers to have to find a dance 
program off of campus? Sopho-
more Snehaa Ram, who has 
danced outside of KO, agrees 
that dance should be offered. 

“I think offering a dance 
program, whether it be a club 
or a sport we get to do after 
school, would be really benefi-
cial to the people that already 
spend their time outside of 
school dancing,” Snehaa said.

Dance is an important art 
form and athletic activity that is 
missing on the KO campus. KO 
should be able to cater to the 
many dancers on campus instead 
of having them dance off campus. 
The more athletic opportunities KO 
can offer students on campus, the 
more diverse our community’s art 
and athletic programs will become. 

by Madeleine Pelletier ’20

I also feel like a 
lot of the class 
time isn’t produc-
tive. For example, 
at the beginning 
of every class 
the teacher has 
a ‘warm-up’ 
prepared that 
usually involves a 
word search or a 
group activity.

Women directors snubbed 
in 2018 Oscar nominations

Drivers ed is 
drivin’ us  crazy 

School misses out: 
why we need dance

students, I constantly have a lot 
of homework. I am sure you can 
imagine my excitement when 
my driving instructor decided to 
assign me driving homework too. 

The homework consists of 
a thorough review of the most 
basic rules. While it is neces-
sary to reinforce the funda-
mentals, I don’t see the value 
in reviewing such self explana-
tory concepts such as stop signs. 
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Hello everyone! I hope 
your  break was  awesome 
and that you feel recharged 
and ready to go for 2019. 

So I’m not usually one to be 
all “New Year New Me”, but today 
I want to share with you all a new 
frame of mind that I’ve adopted 
over the past few months that has 
worked really well for me and I 
think would be helpful for all of us 
this year. Now without further ado, 
let’s get into this round of getting lit 
in the opinions section with Janvi!

So basically, here’s the 
official mood for 2019: Energy 
reciprocation. What that means is 
that you need to match the energy 
being sent to you from any partic-
ular person or task in the universe, 
and send it right back. Confused? 
Don’t  worry,  I’ve gotchu. 

This is the year that we’re 
going to protect ourselves from 
burnout by working hard on 
the things that actually matter, 
while bidding a gracious “thank 
u, next” to things that just 
don’t. This helps us make the 
most out of all of our relation-
ships and experiences, which 
is exactly what we want, right?

For example, a lot of us prob-
ably have a New Year’s resolution 
that involves being more focused at 
school or getting a certain grade up. 

The reason we may not 
have achieved as much as we 
wanted to in the last semester 
is because we weren’t allotting 
each assignment the amount 
of our energy that it called for. 

So now what we can do 
is recognize how much impor-
tance each task holds – I need 
to be ready for this test, start 
outlining this paper, and definitely 
pay attention to those home-
work problems because without 
them I won’t be ready for next 
class – and address them as such. 

Maybe this means that 
you complete the study guide 

and ask questions ahead of time, 
or meet with your teacher to 
ensure your thesis is solid, or sit 
down with a couple classmates 
during a free period to put your 
heads together on the problems. 

If it’s important to you, 
then you should and in fact 
must make the time and space 
to get it done – no excuses! 

If it’s a lack of energy that’s 
holding you back from getting what 
you want, then you need to redirect 
it there. And of course, I under-
stand that for various reasons it can 
be incredibly difficult and heavy 
to refocus on school, I’ve abso-
lutely been there and it felt awful. 

The difference between me 
back then and you now, though, 
is that whereas I was a miser-
able mess who resigned myself 
to unhappy failure without ever 
trying to change my situation, 
you can turn your energy towards 
making a plan with your advisor 
and teachers to be as produc-
tive as you possibly can be. 

On the other hand, keeping 
on the same topic of schoolwork, 
some assignments just don’t 
need the amount of energy that 
you may be throwing at them. 

That’s actually a problem I 
personally faced this last semester 
and am working on changing in 
the new year. I would obsess over 
minor tasks, needing to get them 
“just right” and never fully getting 
there, and more often than not, 
turning them in at the last minute 
or even late and then getting 
points off for absolutely no reason 
other than my own indiscretion! 

Knowing what I know now, 
I would much rather have saved 
myself the headache of franti-
cally completing little assign-
ments and having my grade go 
down by degrees and just given 
them a tiny bit of my energy 
to get them out of the way.

So now, let’s move on to 
the really juicy part of this article: 
how to reciprocate energy when 

it comes to other people. Inter-
personal relationships are super 
tricky, but I believe that we all 
deserve honest, straightforward, 
and fun communication with 
others. Alright, let’s talk about it! 

I think we all know what 
it feels like to be ignored by a 
friend or crush, either outright or 
because they just aren’t showing 
the same enthusiasm towards you 
that you are to them. Even if you 
don’t consciously recognize it, you 
can feel it wearing you down, and 
yet for some inexplicable reason, 
you continue to always start the 
conversation, make the plans, 
etc. It’s tough to address, but if 
this describes you in any way, I 
need you to take a hard look at 
yourself and say: do I deserve 
to be treated this way? NO!

 I know that personally, 
being ignored or snubbed or 
feeling unimportant is one of 
the worst feelings out there, and 
it can really get you down and 
prevent you from living your 
own life. So what do we do? 

Yep, you guessed it – we 
reciprocate that energy. This 
doesn’t mean that we begin being 
rude and catty, because that in 
itself is as much if not more of an 
energy drain than we began with. 
Instead, pull back a little while 
still maintaining whatever level of 
contact they’re sending your way. 

This way we don’t have to 
worry about doing the wrong thing 
by them (after all, you’re only 
doing the exact same thing they’re 
doing to you), nor are we concerned 
about overstepping any boundaries. 

By the way, I know I say 
“we” a lot when it’s really just me 
talking at you, but I like to believe 
that as a certain Troy Bolton once 
said, “we’re all in this together,” 
and that even a tiny bit of this 
advice comes in handy. Anyways!

Obviously, it’s not like 
everyone you’re friends with 
hates you and wishes you would 
disappear. Many people are 

just used to having others make 
the first move all the time, and 
don’t see a reason to reciprocate 
that energy if they (correctly) 
anticipate you doing it for them. 

That’s another reason why 
this method works so well: if 
they’re suddenly missing your 
presence and want you in their 
lives, they WILL seek you out! 

They’ll  text you, ask 
what’s up, find you at lunch, help 
make plans, and whatever else. 

So qui t  reaching out 
first every time and see how 
many dead plants  you’ve 
been watering, my friends.

And now, for the finale, 
I’m about to offer you my ALL-
TIME ULTIMATE piece of 
advice. I know, I’m so generous, 
right? Oprah WHO! This is a 
mantra that honestly encapsulates 
everything I’ve explained in this 
article and has truly gotten me 
through the last year and a half 
of high school… and here it is: 
Not my circus, not my monkeys. 

Basically, if there’s an 
issue of any sort, whether it be 
work, home, school, friends, or 
anything, just ask: Are these my 
people to worry about? Is this 
a problem that I need to worry 
about? The answers to these ques-
tions will guide what you do next. 

For example, if two of your 
friends are fighting, then it IS your 
monkeys – you’re invested in both 
these people – but it is NOT your 
circus, i.e. their personal issue 
should stay between them. Once 
you’ve identified this, you can 
figure out the best way to support 
them, but you can make a conscious 
choice not to become an arbitrator 
or offer your own personal take 
on events, which could back-
fire and drag you into the mess.

If you have a group project, 
you can get your part done by 
realizing that the project and 
how you personally do on it is 
your circus, but your project 
partners are not your monkeys 

New year, new us: better energy
and you’re not responsible for 
micromanaging their actions. 

Seriously, this saying works 
EVERYWHERE; try it out for 
yourself! And don’t worry, you 
don’t become a supine robot by 
not getting emotionally invested 
in drama that doesn’t involve you; 
you’re simply being emotion-
ally conservative. (Conserva-
tive? Me? Now THAT’S some-
thing you won’t hear too often.) 

I promise, it’s so freeing to 
detach yourself from all the second-
hand stress you invite into your life 
just by not prioritizing your energy.

“Wow, Janvi,” you say, “I’m 
absolutely overwhelmed by all the 
spare energy and time I have now 
that I’ve quit watering all these 
dead plants! Now what do I do with 
all of this??” Amazing question! 
Now that you’ve reclaimed all that 
energy, you can invest it in yourself. 

Use that time to get ahead 
on some homework (or studying 
for standardized tests… ugh). 
Figure out summer jobs and intern-
ships and plans and set yourself 
up to thrive in the future. Spend 
your emotional labor by taking 
a little more time connecting 
with  s ibl ings  and family. 

Take  your  newfound 
energy and put it into hobbies 
(i.e. me, myself, and I activi-
ties) that you’ve neglected lately 
or have been wanting to try out. 

For example, I recently 
pulled out my giant basket of 
crochet supplies for the first time 
in a long while and ended up with 
a string of purple flowers which, 
albeit looking like a five year old 
made them, I’m really proud of! 

Or enjoy that new chunk 
of space you’ve cleared in 
your energy field for what it is: 
space. Take a long, deep breath 
– do you smell that? That’s the 
smell of peace, or something. 

It can get tough, I know. 
But you’re worth it. And THAT 
is the energy we’re bringing into 
2019. Until next time, stay woke! 

by Janvi  Sikand ’19

Roasting myself: Bella Leushner 
When I first sat down to 

write this article I thought, “Hmm 
a roast, where do I begin?” I am 
not going to lie to you, I have done 
PLENTY of things to be embar-
rassed about. So I decided to start 
where it all began, fifth grade. 

I, for some reason, thought 
it would be a smart idea to, right 
before my school photo, chop off 
all of my hair short enough so that 
it would hug my chin. I thought, 
“Oh my goodness, I could cut it 
like how all the celebrities are 
now!” WRONG! If you want to 
have your hair cut like a celeb-
rity, do not go to a small town 
place and pay roughly $15 for 
it. Go to a REAL professional. 

The delusional thoughts 
that were going through my 
mind, my style did not help me 
either. I decided to pair this god 
awful haircut with big baggy 
t-shirts, bootcut jeans, and tall, 

brown uggs, with a vibrant 
north face fleece because that 
was the style in fifth grade. 

Apparently the trend in 
5th grade was to dress as though 
Justice and L.L.Bean had both 
thrown up on you, eaten the 
throw up, and thrown up again. 

As my years progressed 
,my style got better, but not that 
much better. First off, I had 
braces, and as you may know 
braces mean hideous, painful, 
metal that covers your teeth and 
cuts your gums. It also makes 
your smile very uncomfortable. 

This is not meant to be 
offensive to those with their 
braces; mine were different than 
others. In order to fix my overbite, 
I had to wear rubber bands that 
attach to a brace on your tooth. 

However,  mine  were 
different, because I did not start 
with rubber bands. In order to 
prevent putting new brackets on my 
teeth, my orthodontist decided to 

add wires that would make a right 
triangle above on my teeth and on 
my gums. So any time I smiled my 
mouth would show all my teeth, 
all my gums, and all my wires, so 

that was great. Anytime I smiled, 
I was a full blown metal mouth. 

Even though my style was 
tragic nothing will ever be more 
upsetting than my love life. So 
this year I went to Yale Model 
United Nations, and while at 
YMUN we are allowed to go out 
and eat food. As my best friend 
Alex and I were out to dinner at 

a chicken nugget themed restau-
rant, I came across a serious 
case of foot in mouth disease. 

We were sitting at a table 
eating food and this very attractive 
boy walked over to us and said to 
me “What is that?” and pointed at 
my simple chicken nuggets with 
french fries. To which I respond 
with half a chicken nugget in 
my mouth “Nuggs.” Not chicken 
nuggets, not number #1 on the 
menu, but NUGGS. He replied with 
“Just chicken nuggets and french 
fries?” to which I responded more 
slickly, “Yeah” because literally 
any answer is better than “Nuggs.” 

He then proceeded to walk 
back to his friends and one of 
them slapped him on the shoulder 
and said “That was the best you 
could come up with? ‘What 
are you eating?’ It’s a chicken 
nugget restaurant. There are 
three things on the menu.” Over-
hearing this I thought: Wow this 
is my chance. Do something, 

Even though my 
style was tragic 
nothing will ever 
be more upsetting 
than my love life.

say something. Nope just sat 
there and never saw him again.

So just a tip, if a cute boy 
walks up to you and asks what 
you are eating, don’t say “Nuggs.” 

I also  have a serious addic-
tion to the “Vampire Diaries” 
franchise. So much so that when 
season seven was just released to 
Netflix and season eight was about 
to premiere one week after, and I 
unfortunately was still half way 
through season six, I grabbed all 
my comfortable pillows and blan-
kets and built a hut in my room 
that I left only five times a day for 
food and preseason volleyball. So 
in a week I watched 33 40-minute 
episodes, which is equivalent to 
22 hours of “Vampire Diaries” 
and that was on top of the other 
shows I was binging. So let’s just 
say I successfully accomplished 
that task and went on to binge the 
spin-off series, “The Originals” 
and am currently watching the 
spin-off of that series, “Legacies.”

by Bella Leushner ’20
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As many people, or at least 
any of those who read my articles 
are aware, I don’t tend to hold 
punches when it comes to my opin-
ions, of which there are a myriad. 

Often, the subjects of my 
ire are trivial and little more 
than passing annoyances, and 
when said subject is of a serious 
nature, it is usually evident. 

As a result, when I decided 
to write about what I believe to 
be the sinister and truly malig-
nant nature of psychics, fortune 
tellers and mediums, I feared 
that the line between trivial and 
serious would be blurred and thus 
want to make to you, my reader, 
clear that this is a matter upon 
which I am completely serious. 

Not only do I believe that in 
many cases, these self-proclaimed 
clairvoyants should be brought to 
justice via the judicial system, but 
in this age of informational enlight-
enment, their line of work should 
be exposed for what it is, a fraudu-
lent means by which to trick people 
at their most emotionally vulner-
able moments for monetary gain. 

Before I begin, I would like 
to address what I expect to be the 
primary objection to my argu-
ment: “How do you know that 
psychic powers do not exist?” 
The answer is quite simple: I don’t. 

H o w e v e r ,  a l l  t h e 

c u r r e n t  e v i d e n c e  p o i n t s 
against such an occurrence. 

For example, since 1964, 
an American magician by the 
name of James Randi has offered 
a substantial reward -- begin-
ning with $1,000 and eventually 
growing to its current $1,000,000 
-- to anyone able to demonstrate 
paranormal abilities under a series 
of controls set by Mr. Randi. 

These controls are non-
encumbering to the testee and 
allow Randi to determine whether 
the subject is indeed demon-
strating true psychic ability, or 
merely a trick, which would be 
revealed by the control conditions. 

The test has two stages, a 
preliminary stage in which the 
“contestant” is evaluated by a panel 
of objective scientists, and the final 
stage, where Randi is directly 
involved. To this day, no one has 
passed even the preliminary stage. 

While this is not conclu-
sive proof, the amount of money 
at stake and the longevity of the 
offer certainly suggests that if there 
existed those with true psychic 
abilities, they would have no 
problem passing Randi’s test and 
walking away with $1,000,000. 

This, of course, has not 
occured, leading me to believe 
that no such abilities exist. 

While the existence of 
psychic powers is, for the time 
being, up for debate, the supposed 

“powers” of the majority of 
psychics and mediums is not. From 
small window-shops to television, 
the tactics of these individuals 
are actually quite easy to iden-
tify, no psychic powers necessary. 

Take for example TLC 
medium Theresa Caputo. Capu-
to’s show, Long Island Medium, 
displays her alleged ability to 
communicate with the dead, with 
her demonstrating this ability in 
formal “reading” settings and in 
seemingly random encounters with 
strangers in public venues such 
as the street and super markets. 

The show is very popular 
due to the understandable yearning 
which many have to communicate 
with dead loved ones, a fantasy 
that Mrs. Caputo not only indulges 
in, but has, like many other 
mediums, successfully monetized. 

However,  as  a  quick 
Google search will reveal, 
Mrs. Caputo’s methods are 
far from paranormal in nature. 

In 2012, Inside Edition 
executed a sting operation on 
Mrs. Caputo, with incredibly 
revealing results. Caputo, it turns 
out, gained personal information 
on guests which she would then 
claim she was receiving “from 
the beyond” from “selling seats 
through Ticketmaster and the use 
of credit cards, Facebook, Four-
square, Twitter” (csicop.org). 

During the shows, her 

staff would feed her information 
through an earpiece based on seat 
numbers, also imputed online. 
The same effect was accom-
plished in more informal setting 
via waivers, signed by prospec-
tive subjects of Caputo’s “gift.” A 
member of Caputo’s staff, using 
a laptop, would use the infor-
mation from the waiver to gain 
personal information about the 
person and convey it to Caputo. 

While technology has most 
certainly been an asset to modern 
day psychics such as Theresa 
Caputo, the same feat is possible 
using the riskier cold reading tech-
nique, in which the medium asks a 
subject of series of questions based 
on “body language, age, clothing 
or fashion, hairstyle, gender, 
sexual orientation, religion, 
race or ethnicity, level of educa-
tion,  manner of speech, place of 
origin, etc” (wikipedia.com). The 
medium then makes a series of 
guesses based on said factors and 
by paying close attention to body 
language. While an imperfect art, 
when done with a certain level of 
skill, close reading can appear to 
be just as mystical as the effect 
more modern psychics can produce 
with the use of technology. 

Finally, I would like to 
address what I believe to be the true 
reason psychics and mediums are 
so morally despicable, the way in 
which they have monetized grief. 

When one loses a loved one, the 
healthiest way in which to cope is to 
grieve for a time, but to eventually 
come to the recognition that they 
are gone and you need to move on 
with your life, just like that loved 
one would have wanted you to. 

This process also allows 
the person to come to the perhaps 
painful, but nevertheless prag-
matic, conclusion that they will 
never be able to communicate 
with the person they lost again. 

Instead of allowing this 
process to occur and the person 
grieving to gain closure, mediums 
and psychics, or as they have 
been colloquialized, “grief 
vampires,” stall and inhibit the 
process and give their victims 
a false idea that they are able to 
communicate with their passed 
loved one (as long as they keep 
paying the medium of course). 

This despicable exploi-
tation of people in their most 
vulnerable state should not only 
be societally shamed, but in my 
opinion prosecuted. While this 
may seem extreme, I believe 
it to be more than justified, 
and is not without precedent.

 In this era of information, 
there is no excuse for tolerating 
this scam routine any longer. 

It is time for society to 
once and for all, put an end 
to the psychics, mediums and 
their monetization of grief. 

by Jaden DiMauro ’20

Mediums and the monetization of grief

Not Relatable
by Madeline Arcaro ’21

If I’m being completely 
honest, I don’t get the hype 
around Ellen Degeneres. I think 
she’s decently funny, and what 
she’s done for countless people 
around the world is fantastic, but 
the most I’ve ever seen from her 
is a few one-minute segments of 
her show on Instagram. I’ve never 
really thought of her as a come-
dian. I’ve heard so many people 
hype up her new Netflix comedy 
special “Relatable” that I decided 
to watch it and judge it for myself. 

For the first 10+ minutes, 
Mrs. Degeneres talked solely 
about being gay. What she is, in 
my opinion, the most known for 
is that she was the first openly 
lesbian comedian/TV show host 
ever. She is keeping that repu-
tation up by only making jokes 
based on the fact that she is a 
lesbian, making it seem like 
that is her only personality trait. 

She’s clearly so much more 
than that. The fact that she is only 
really known for being a lesbian 
isn’t her fault, and that may be 
the only way she feels like she 
is “relatable” to the public. Also, 
the first 10 minutes didn’t even 
seem like a comedy show. It felt 
like a speech she was giving at an 
awards show. I didn’t find myself 
laugh even once within the first 
20 minutes of her entire show. 

Honestly, the beginning of 
her special just wasn’t relatable. I 
know that I’m not necessarily the 
target demographic as a 15 year 
old girl, so that might be why. But 

high school students don’t face 
nearly as much homophobia or 
hate that Mrs. Degeneres faced 
when she first came out in 2003, or 
that anyone else faced before. This 
isn’t necessarily true for everyone, 
but as a whole, my generation 
has become increasingly more 
progressive and accepting, some-
thing that her generation hasn’t 
necessarily adjusted to yet. 

Mrs. Degeneres did a 
whole segment in her show about 
her being nice, which seemed 
completely unnecessary. Like 
yeah, she’s nice. So is most of the 
world, and no one decides to stand 
up and talk about it for literally 20 
minutes. In her attempts at being 
relatable, she was almost too relat-
able to the point where everyone 
agreed with her and just nodded 
their heads, because there was 
nothing special about the segment. 
Her jokes were all just so well 
known and genuinely not funny. 
It’s all things I’ve heard before! 
Poking fun at white women in 
Priuses, talking about people who 
pronounce “library” as “li-bary,” 
it just seems so unnecessary and 
unoriginal. Mrs. Degeneres is 
funny in her own way, and she 
doesn’t need to push jokes on me 
that I’ve already heard 25 times.

She started in comedy, but 
Mrs. Degeneres has really found 
her niche market: middle aged 
moms who watch the talk show, 
and the occasional teenager 
through a one-minute segment 
on Instagram. There’s no point 
in going backwards once you’re 
already successful in what you do. 

(Bander)Snatch-es attention
by Snehaa Ram ’21

If you’ve been on social 
media for the past month, you’ve 
probably seen countless posts, 
tweets, videos, memes, and 
articles center around Netflix 
Or ig ina l  “Bander sna tch . ” 

Created by the producers for 
its corresponding TV series, “Black 
Mirror,” the film is one of a kind. 

The plot is “simple.” Stefan, 
the protagonist, is a video-game 
designer who has recently been 
spending his time delving into a 
novel called “Bandersnatch,” by 
Jerome F. Davies. The movie is a 
choose-your-own-adventure with 
countless endings and subplots. 
Stefan wants to create a game that 
does the intricate stories justice. 

However, the pressure he 
faces to make the game as accurate 
as possible while also dealing with 
his own personal issues proves to be 
harmful in every sense of the word. 

Possibly the most intriguing 
aspect of the movie is that you, the 
viewer, get to choose everything 
that happens, all the way down to the 
cereal Stefan eats in the morning. 

Every move, every step 
Stefan takes is at your fingertips. 
This freedom, however, comes at 
the cost of Stefan’s mental sanity.

The producers of “Black 
Mirror” use the decision making 
to beg a very interesting, mind-
consuming question: is there 
really such a thing as free will? 

For example, a renowned 
video game designer, Colin 
Ritman, tries to investigate the 
psychological aspects of the 

game’s creation and the toll it 
takes on Stefan behind their 
company’s back. In doing so, 
Colin’s views on the insignifi-
cance of life are explored through 
none other than an acid trip. 

He repeatedly mentions 
that each person’s life has no 
meaning and that once one ends, 
the next starts again. So, who really 
cares what you do in this life? 

Colin’s views along with 
Stefan’s psyche really start to 
get the viewer thinking about the 
realities of free will. However, 
I’m not surprised since anything 
made by the people at “Black 
Mirror” will cause you to lay 
awake questioning your existence.

“Bandersnatch” is also 
incredibly detail-oriented. For 
instance, if you pick Sugar Puffs 
for breakfast, an hour into the 
movie, you’ll see a commercial for 
the very same cereal. Additionally, 
there are plenty of Easter eggs to 
the actual episodes of the “Black 
Mirror” series. In one hidden 
ending that an exponential amount 
of viewers will not see (based on 
their choices), there are references 
to games within the show, such as 
“Nohzdyve” and “Metl Hedd.” 
And for the keenest, most obser-
vant viewers, the ending reveals 
a way in which the audience can 
download a specific software on 
Android or Google to play “Nohz-
dyve.” Essentially, Bandersnatch 
is very intricate, which is a really 
appealing element of the movie.

O n e  f e a t u r e  t h a t 
b l e w  m y  m i n d  w a s  t h e 
breaking of the fourth wall. 

When the fourth wall 
is broken, the fictitious char-
acter addresses the audience 
directly, as if they are real 
people that know you exist. 

This happens numerous 
times throughout the film, but 
specifically when Stefan asks the 
audience to give him a sign that we 
are the ones controlling everything. 

The most 
intriguing 
aspect...is that 
you, the viewer, 
get to choose 
everything that 
happens.

Of course, this is followed 
by a choice, but the feeling of 
Stefan hunting for all the answers, 
and pleading for your help is such 
an insane, indescribable feeling 
that has never been exemplified in 
any other movie. All in all, I really 
enjoyed the movie’s plot, and the 
complex course it takes to get to 
each outcome. If you happen to 
have a spare moment (or a spare 
couple of hours) I would highly 
recommend going through the 
movie a few times to try and see 
as many outcomes as possible. 

If  i t  makes i t  easier, 
try to to get a 5/5 on Stefan’s 
game. Here’s a hint: there are 
only two ways to get there, and 
you aren’t going to like either. 
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by Will Burstein ’20

“Bird Box” is a horror 
thriller film that has incited a new 
wave of idiocratic self-inflicted 
challenges. This time, rather than 
eating scrumptious detergent pods 
or getting deep in one’s feelings by 
jumping out of moving vehicles, 
youngsters are running about 
blindfolded doing miscellaneous 
things because, “Wow I saw that 
in a movie, it would be so funny/
quirky/epic/genius if I did that 
because that’s so silly and random 
and stupid, satirical irony amirite!” 

Even people’s favorite B-list 
celebrities like Jake Paul are going 
about literally (for emphasis) 
running through traffic blind-
folded--isn’t it great to be alive 
in a world where entertainment 
is just thriving!? So, I decided 
to take a look at this film and all 
the craze/controversy behind it. 

“Bird Box” is directed by 
Susanne Bier and based on the 
2014 post-apocalyptic novel by 
writer and singer Josh Malerman. 
The plot revolves around a myste-
rious force that is implied to 
embody one’s worst fear, and when 
witnessed by the naked eye, causes 
people to kill themselves or makes 
insane people evil for some reason. 
The viewer follows Sandra Bull-
ock’s character, Malorie, through 
her life in the new and ever-so 
spooky world. The acting in this 
movie was a bit iffy. By default I 
was already disappointed that Jim 
from “The Office” wasn’t there; 
instead they got that washed-up 
crack addict from “The Blind 
Spot” because the movie is about 
blindness or whatever. A lot of 
people commended the film for 
phenomenal acting, but I found at 
best it was just subpar. Mid-way 
through the movie I did notice the 
acting was a lot more believable, 
but generally it wasn’t amazing.
Malorie was written to be this 
very stereotypical raw, sassy, 
emo woman. And that’s fine, but 
the way it was put into action felt 
so forced. The writers made it a 
priority for the first half of the film 
to have Malorie say situationally 
inappropriate and rude comments 
to people for no reason. At the 
dawn of the end of the world, 
while Malorie and her sister are 
frantically trying to drive away, 
her sister tells her that she will stay 
with her, and then Malorie replies, 
“[But] I don’t have any clothes.” 
and that she can’t wear her sister’s 
clothes because “[She’s] not 
much of a chaps-and-boots gal.” 

I’m well aware that they’re 
trying to lighten the narrative a 
bit and have the audience have 
a little exhale out the nose or 
what-not, but it is just a rather 
pointless piece of dialogue, 
and it just works to invalidate 
the seriousness of the situation. 

The second issue I have with 
Malorie is just plainly the acting. 
For some reason that I don’t fully 
understand, Sandra Bullock is just 
inept at physical acting. When 
Malorie is at the hospital and 
sees a person bashing their skull 
against a glass panel repeatedly 
with a bloody indentation on their 

forehead, Malorie attempts to run 
away waddling and flailing her 
arms around as if she just had an 
uncomfortable confrontation with 
her high school sweetheart. And 
later on, when she is in the car 
with her sister, and their car flips, 
for a blissful ten seconds, Malorie 
is just waving around looking as 
if she’s open for someone to pass 
her a basketball or something. 

Besides the physicality 
of her acting, I also just think in 
general Sandra Bullock over-acts 
a lot. For the post-apocalyptic part 
of the film, Sandra Bullock char-
acterizes Malorie better as a recov-
ering crack addict suffering from 
withdrawal than a survivalistic, 
strong, hesistantly-loving mother. 
Whenever she is interacting with 
her children or scolding them she 
speaks and looks at them as if 
she is a military sergeant giving 
orders, and when she yells it’s just 
so frantic. I understand she’s this 
unhinged, emotionless woman 
who will arc into a loving mother, 
but that still doesn’t justify her 
acting like a psycho with the 
kids. It also just doesn’t work 
on a logistical level, because the 

 “Bird Box”: you don’t want to see 

audience is under the impression 
there are all these crazy lunatic 
people who are looking for people 
to convert, and then Malorie is 
just screaming out in the open 
over both small and large things. 

Lastly, Sandra Bullock 
just is challenging to believe 
in most roles because of her 
prevalence in film. It’s one of 
those things where you see her 
so much, in so many different 
roles, you kinda have this precon-
ceived idea when you see her. 

It’s the same reason that “La 
La Land” was a bit of a struggle 
acting-wise because trying to 
imagine Ryan Gosling and Emma 
Stone as struggling artists in Cali-
fornia, it just takes a bit more 
imagining. For all the other char-
acters, you can’t really complain 
as they were pretty minimally 
developed, and most were able to 
give somewhat convincing perfor-
mances. Although, I will point out 
one instance that comes to mind 
when thinking of these perfor-
mances, was when Tom (Malo-

rie’s love interest) was talking to 
the group about his experience 
with the supernatural madness at 
his construction zone. And while 
he describes how his contractor 
and operator brutally kill them-
selves, he has this look as if he’s 
trying to act serious but at the 
same time he just came up with the 
most hilarious joke and is trying 
to keep cool. But besides that 
anomalistic instance, it was okay.

I think I could pardon the 
mediocre acting if the writing was 
a bit better, but nonetheless, it was 
pretty bad.The way things were 
written, it led me to believe most 
of the plot was reverse engineered 
from the idea that Malorie must 
have two kids and must have one 
deceased love interest. I think this 
is mainly because of how weak 
the early-apocalypse storyline is. 

Each character  intro-
duced i s  par t ia l ly  devel -
oped and then ki l led off . 

The parallel narrative style 
could’ve worked if it was done 
in a way that actually provided 
substance and had some even-
tual divergence that resulted in 
the viewer gaining relevant and 

important information and having 
some form of “aha” moment, 
but it doesn’t. It just deflates any 
form of tension. By providing 
the viewer with what happens in 
the future, it is already known 
that Malorie is going to be on 
her own somehow with two kids. 
So when people end up dying, it 
really isn’t very striking as it’s 
kind of expected by the viewer. 

And it would make sense 
if they were trying to show some 
kind of contrast between pre and 
post-apocalyptic Malorie, but the 
weird thing is that her personality 
stays mostly the same besides 
some small deviations. When 
she’s with the kids, she shows 
a little concern about them, and 
nonetheless, she still has them 
named “Girl” and “Boy” until 
the very end of the movie and she 
doesn’t really nurture them. In the 
post-apocalyptic part of the story, 
she doesn’t have as many haha 
funny quips, but that’s more of a 
result of her being lonesome with 
two kids that she appears to just 

interact with on the bare minimum. 
There are also a lot of semantical 
flaws in the story and just things 
that make little to no sense. And 
usually it doesn’t really matter, 
but when everything is done so 
poorly, it gets easier to nitpick 
what was done wrong. And it’s 
fine to have fantastical/unrealistic 
elements in a movie when devel-
oping the universe it’s set in, but 
it just needs to be done in a more 
seamless way if it’s trying to evoke 
any sort of emotion in the viewer.

Firstly, the exponentiality 
of the epidemic/unknown entity 
seems pretty ridiculous, because 
no matter how fast it’s spreading, 
they would’ve at least had some 
sort of warning, especially because 
when they’re in the hospital and 
that woman is trying to kill herself 
against a window, a doctor says, 
“Code gray. Level one,” which 
implies that the doctors are aware of 
levels of this, and have somewhat 
of a code system implemented, so 
it only makes sense that Malorie 
would get some sort of state-
wide warning. Or perhaps in this 
universe they just have incredibly 
poor infrastructure, who knows. 

Secondly,  i t  is  never 
addressed why the monster/spirit/
thing can’t go inside. For an entity 
that’s supposed to be so powerful 
and unstoppable, it sounds kinda 
absurd for its Achilles heel to be 
entering different spaces. Also, 
Malorie and her kids are somehow 
able to row down a river blind-
folded? I understand how the 
current moves them down, but 
I feel like they’d still be pretty 
subject to veering off into random 
river banks unless Malorie just 
has the world’s finest internal 
gyroscope. And not to mention 
the literal bird-box. That box is 
being tossed around soaked in 
water, and somehow these birds 
are able to survive? And the birds 
themselves in the movie are meant 
to be similar to the birds that were 
used back in the mining days to 
warn miners of toxic gases like 
carbon monoxide, but there is just 
no preface at all to why birds are 
the only entity that is capable of 
predicting when the big scary spirit 
thing is around besides they just 

are. And it also is never explained 
why Malorie chooses to purchase 
those birds in the first place. And 
not even to mention that the birds 
appear to be exotic and from most 
likely a more tropical domain, 
meaning that they probably need 
pretty ideal conditions to thrive. 

People with mental health 
issues are also made to be the 
villains in this movie, which is just  
very random and a little bit offen-
sive. It makes sense they need some 
sort of maleficent entity to drive 
the plot, but converting people 
with mental issues into an enemy 
seems unjust. And the ending of the 
movie is just atrocious: the blind 
live in utopia for some reason. 
It doesn’t explain either how the 
blind people are able to defend 
themselves from all the crazy 
people and obtain food to sustain 
the large populous they’ve devel-
oped. Although, for all its faults 
and flubs, “Bird Box” was able 
to do some things well. Concep-
tually, I think it was pretty good. 

Having the plot revolve 
around an unseeable entity that 
is capable of transmuting itself 
into one’s deepest fears is pretty 
interesting. A lot of people 
complained that the movie wasn’t 
very good solely because there 
was no conclusion on what the 
monster was. But ending on an 
ambiguous note like that is much 
more creative than revealing that 
the monster was secretly Steve 
Buscemi or something. I also think 
they were really creative having 
characters adapt to the world 
they’re in. The use of the fishing 
line was a pretty intuitive catch 
and made it a bit more believable 
how Malorie was able to survive. 

Lastly, “Bird Box” has also 
spawned a lot of conspiracy theo-
ries that are around the lines of 
“[group] is blind to [thing] and 
how [thing] is really spooky to 
acknowledge.” These theories are 
generally pretty stupid and are 
rather big stretches, but they exist 
because that’s what happens when 
anything is left abstract. Some of 
the more popular ones are, “It 
could be about racism,” “It could 
be about social media,” “It could 
be about why tea is better than 
coffee.” While all of these tech-
nically work, I’m rather doubtful 
that these theories were taken 
into consideration when writing 
the story. I think ultimately the 
conclusion that can be derived is 
one about the struggles of parent-
hood as the movie mainly focuses 
on Malorie and her children and 
the conclusion is that she finally 
names them, so there probably is 
some relation there. Nonetheless, 
“Bird Box” is just a basic horror 
thriller, and nothing more. It’s 
watchable, it’s fun, there’s a little 
bit of romance, but it isn’t going to 
be getting any awards (or maybe it 
will considering the literal trash fire 
that was “Bohemian Rhapsody” 
was able to win Best Drama), but 
I digress; it’s just a movie. If you 
want a movie that can stand on 
its own, watch “Green Book” or 
“Creed II” or “Space Jam,” but 
if you’re in need of some mind-
less media, “Bird Box” is for you.

Movie poster for the 2018 Netflix movie “Bird Box”. Starring Sandra Bullock, John Malkovich, and Machine Gun 
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‘Dumplin’ inspires self-love
by Madeline Arcaro ’21

I’ll admit it: I like slightly 
cheesy and depressing teen fiction 
novels. That’s not a secret. With 
that being said, I can’t stand that 
in movies. I don’t even really like 
movies to begin with, if I’m being 
completely honest. I don’t have a 
very long attention span, and a lot 
of times, movies just don’t keep 
me entertained for a long time. 

The book “Dumplin” is 
one of those books that I started 
to read and got bored with, so I 
never finished it. When the movie 
came out, I didn’t even really 
want to watch it. However, I heard 
amazing things about it, and saw it 
all over Buzzfeed for a few weeks, 
so I decided I was just going 
to bite the bullet and watch it.

And I really liked it. I 
didn’t think I would because the 
book didn’t interest me at all. 
Usually I like the movie much 
less than the book, but I genuinely 
thought that this movie was better. 

The best part of the movie 
easily was the casting. I wouldn’t 
go so far as to say that the cast 
was “star-studded,” but almost 
every actor or actress was a 
person who I had seen in some 
movie or TV show before. Jennifer 
Aniston played Rosie, the main 
character Willowdean’s mom. 

While I’m not the biggest 
“Friends” fan, I will admit any 
day that Ms. Aniston is a fantastic 
actress, and I personally think 
she pulled off her character in 
this movie better than a lot of 
other characters she has played. 

Dove Cameron has always 
annoyed me for no apparent 
reason, but she really stuck out to 
me in “Dumplin” as Bekah. She 
had this energy about her that 
she hasn’t really had before, and 
I thought that the character was 
perfect for her. On the same note, 
former Disney star Luke Benward 
played Bo, Willow’s love interest. 
He and Ms. Cameron had a lot of 
on-screen chemistry when they 

both starred in “Cloud 9,” and 
though they weren’t love inter-
ests of each other in “Dumplin,” 

the chemistry has carried through. 
And, the casting of both 

Millie and Willowdean, the two 
heavier-set girls in the movie, was 
absolutely perfect. A lot of times, 
movies won’t cast overweight 
actresses to play overweight char-
acters, instead opting to put skinny 
actresses in fat suits (I’m looking at 
you, “Insatiable”). Maddie Baillio 
especially, who at only 16 years 
old became the breakout star of 
“Hairspray Live!” was amazing as 
Millie, and is someone who I hope 

to continue seeing in movies. Dani-
elle Macdonald, who you might 
know from “Bird Box,” stunned 
watchers as Willow, and was the 
perfect casting choice for the lead.

That brings me to my next 
point. This movie, completely 
unlike “Insatiable,” showed girls 
watching that body weight really 
just doesn’t matter, and that anyone 
can do anything. It’s a cheesy 
message, sure, but it’s something 
that a lot of young girls could 
really stand to hear nowadays. 

With shows like “Insa-
tiable” fueling eating disorders 
with lines like “skinny is beau-
tiful,” it’s important for people 
to hear that they should be happy 
no matter what they look like. It’s 
also important to show overweight 
girls in mainstream movies who 
aren’t trying to lose weight to be 
“prettier.” It’s all about self confi-
dence for the girls in the movie, 
which is one of the most important 
messages to be putting out there.

Another thing that I really 

This movie... 
showed girls 
watching that 
body weight 
really just doesn’t 

enjoyed about this movie was 
that romance wasn’t a prevalent 
part of it. Don’t get me wrong – 
I love romance in movies, but 
with a movie like “Dumplin” it 
just wasn’t necessary. There was 
the perfect amount in “Dumplin,” 
with Willowdean’s crush, Bo, 
being only a side character. The 
romance wasn’t used to move 
the story along but instead as 
a touch to empower Willow. 

And yes, the story was 
cheesy, and predictable, but 
that’s okay. If you’re looking 
for something to watch absent-
mindedly while doing some-
thing else, it’s perfect for that. 

If you want something 
that’s hard-hitting or cinemati-
cally amazing, this probably isn’t 
the movie for you. It’s certainly 
not for everyone, but if you’re 
someone who leans towards cute, 
cheesy movies like “The Kissing 
Booth,” first of all, I can’t relate, 
but second, you’re probably 
going to really love “Dumplin.”

Ariana’s Instagram
by Niki Taylor ’21

Ariana Grande. A name I 
don’t like to be typing into my 
computer, but alas, here I am. 
This time I’m here to review none 
other than her Instagram account. 
Spoiler alert: I hate it. As one of 
her 143 million followers, I get 
to see her daily posts pop up on 
my timeline. Just let me explain 
something real quick before I start. 
I follow her, yes, but this does not 
mean in any way that I want to 
see her posts. I would rather not 
have to look at pictures of her 
everyday, but for this article to 
be properly written, I had to keep 
myself updated on the account. 

When first looking at her 
account, I noticed that her profile 
picture is just black. I have a lot 
of questions, but no answers. 
Then I noticed that she has posted 
3,847 times as of January 21, 
2019. This is absolutely insane. 
It would take me days to go 
through all of her posts and that 
is definitely not what I would 
want to spend my time doing. 

Next comes her bio which 
reads “thank u, next.” When 
looking at someone’s instagram 
I do not need a constant reminder 
of a song that I absolutely hate. 
Don’t even get me started on the 
link she also includes to her most 
recent single “7 Rings.” Long 
story short, that song angers me. 

Her Instagram, however, 
doesn’t necessarily anger me. It 
just bothers me. There are daily 
posts of her from the music video 

Her Instagram, 
however, doesn’t 
necessarily anger 
me. It just bothers 
me.

to “7 Rings” in which she is either 
wearing diamond dog ears or has 
an excessively long ponytail. As a 
girl I know that ponytails can be 
extremely painful, and I just want to 
know how she got around without 
anyone stepping ad pulling on it.

I have also come to notice 
that quite a few of her posts 
are rotated either to the side or 
completely upside down. I do 
not like this. If you are going to 
post a picture on Instagram, why 
can’t it just be regularly oriented? 
I do not need to be straining my 
neck in order to see this girl’s 
posts that I really would rather 
not have to look at in the first 
place. Thanks for that, Jaden. 

There is actually one thing 
that I like about her account: the 
fact that she doesn’t post sponsored 
pictures or ads from what I can see 
of her recent activity. I absolutely 
hate when celebrities post promo-
tions for products such as FitTea. 

That stuff cannot be good 
for you; and the fact that celeb-
rities, those who a lot of people 
look up to, promote companies 
and products like that is infuri-
ating. I can’t believe I am actually 
about to say this, but Ms. Grande 
has actually gained a little bit of 
my respect after I noticed that. 

Let’s not get too out of 
hand here though. Another of 
the things that I dislike about 
Ms. Grande’s Instagram account 
is that many of her pictures 
look l ike they’re blurred. 

It gives the photos a vintage 
vibe to them which I don’t neces-
sarily dislike, but the fact that 
every single picture looks like this 
aggravates me. Once in a while 
to mix up the feed is perfectly 
alright, but Ms. Grande, you 
really need to shake things up a bit. 

To sum it all up, I would 
rather never have to look through 
Ms. Grande’s Instagram account 
for more than five seconds ever 
again, and I don’t plan on doing so. 

Kylie’s launch: sorta sweet
by Madeline Arcaro 

I’m unhappy to admit that 
I actually like Kylie Cosmetics. I 
wanted to be against it, I wanted to 
hate what I bought, and I didn’t. I 
didn’t want to try Kylie’s makeup, 
because I was a little hesitant to 
support someone who I didn’t 
think worked hard for what she 
has. My other problem with it 
was that I would have to pay for 
shipping from Kylie’s website, 
because it wasn’t sold in stores. 

Recently, Kylie Cosmetics 
hit Ulta, and the products became 
much more accessible to me. I 
had heard amazing things about 
her lip products, and as someone 
who loves a matte lip, I wanted the 
chance to try Kylie’s. When I heard 
that Kylie’s sold for $17, I decided 
to suck it up and try them out, with 
the purpose of writing an angry 
review about how much I hated 
them and that they weren’t worth it.

Obviously, that didn’t 
happen, as I’m sitting here about 
to write a glowing review of the 
Kylie Cosmetics “Sorta Sweet” 
collection. My collection of Kylie’s 
products has accumulated faster 
than I’d like to admit. I got a lot of 
them for Christmas, including the 
entire “Sorta Sweet” bundle. The 
bundle came with an eyeshadow 
palette, and three lip products. 

The colors in the palette were 
beautiful. It’s a nine pan palette 
with a mix of warm and cool toned 
mattes and shimmers. The colors 
are all very wearable, which is 
good coming from a brand that’s 
newer to the game. With brands 
like Too Faced, who have been 
around forever, it’s good to go for 
a colorful pattern because they’ve 
been in the industry for forever. 
Colored shadows are much harder 
to create, especially when they are 
cruelty free or vegan. With a brand 
that’s only been around for four 
years, and creating eyeshadow for 
two, it’s smart to do more neutral 

palettes because they will almost 
definitely have better quality. 

While the colors are stun-
ning in the palette, the packaging 
itself is poorly made. This might 
just be the specific palette that I 
own, but three of the nine pans 
in the palette aren’t completely 
glued down into the cardboard 
packaging. They spin around 
when you swirl your brush in. 
It’s fine, and it’s not a dealbreaker 
for me, but it’s annoying. When a 
palette costs $42, which is about 
average for a high end palette, 
it should not be poorly made. 

Besides my rant about the 
packaging that no one but me 
cares about, the formula of the 
palette is really nice. It’s described 
as “velvety” on Ms. Jenner’s 
website, and I would vouch for 
that description. It’s very powdery, 
which doesn’t bother me, because 
once they are placed on the eyes 
the shadows feel really nice and 
soft. The shadows blend really 
nicely. The darkest shade in the 
palette, Spiced Plum, is the only 
one that doesn’t blend great, which 
is a little upsetting because it is the 
only shade that can really deepen 
up a look in the entire palette.

The downside that I noticed 
with the palette is that it isn’t 
super pigmented, which isn’t 
ideal because it is so neutral. That 
being said, the palette is great for 
a beginner who is just learning 
how to do eyeshadow because the 
shadows are so buildable. The lip 
bundle came with three lip prod-
ucts. There’s a matte liquid lip 
called Maliboo, a velvet liquid 
lip called Boy Bye, and a Super 
Glitter Gloss called Glitz. Maliboo 
is a brown/mauve, Boy Bye is a 
purply nude, and Glitz is full of 
champagne and bronze glitter. 

I love Kylie’s matte formula. 
I think I have twelve of her matte 
lipsticks, and the formula of 
them is really thin while still 
being opaque, which I love. It 

isn’t super drying either, so I can 
wear them in the winter without 
my lips completely peeling.

I love the color of Boy Bye, 
and while it is a little extreme 
to wear to school (for me), I’d 
wear it when I go out. That being 
said, I don’t, because it is one of 
Kylie’s velvet lips. I hate her velvet 
lipsticks. They don’t dry down 
completely, which makes sense 
because velvet lips aren’t supposed 
to, but it gets everywhere. It 
doesn’t stay on your lips at all, 
which is a huge downside for me. I 
have bullet lipsticks that last longer 
on my lips than the velvet ones 
do, so I am not a fan of Boy Bye.

And lastly, Glitz. I do like 
the color of Glitz. Kylie’s lip 
glosses as a whole are not sticky, 
which is super nice. The problem 
with the Super Glitter Glosses is 
that they are exactly what the name 
suggests. They are so glittery. I 
don’t love glittery lip glosses. I 
like more opaque finishes and 
shimmer finishes, but I don’t like 
glitter sitting on my lips. So for me, 
this gloss isn’t ideal. It is a nice 
topper and I probably will wear 
it occasionally, but it is far from 
my favorite. If you are someone 
who does like those types of 
glosses, however, I would totally 
go for it because it is gorgeous. 

The Sorta Sweet bundle 
is really great, honestly. There 
are some downsides, but for the 
average makeup consumer who 
doesn’t do artistry or things like 
that, I would highly suggest it. 
The nice part about the bundle is 
that you can buy all of it, for $80, 
or you can purchase what you 
want from it for various prices. 
If I could suggest anything, I 
would recommend either the 
Maliboo liquid lip or the palette.

I didn’t expect to like Kylie 
Cosmetics, and while I’m still a 
little bitter that I did, almost every-
thing I got from them is fantastic, 
and I have to give Ms. Jenner credit. 
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Upper, Middle School singing 

On Friday, Jan. 11, all nine of 
Kingswood Oxford’s choral groups 
performed at the 2019 Choral Expo 
in Roberts Theater. The expo, a 
culmination of the groups’ work 
from the first semester, included 
both the Middle and Upper School. 

The Middle School groups 
(Upper Prep Choraliers, Canta-
bile, Octopipers, and F2B) and 
the Upper School groups (VOCE 
Novissima, Outlook, Oxford-
ians, Crimson 7 and Concert 
Choir) all came together to put 
on a spectacular performance.

Director of Choral Music 
Steve Mitchell said that the groups 
have been hard at work learning and 
sight reading music and building 
their repertoire. “The Choral 
Expo that happened on January 
11th is a showcase, it’s a chance 
for all the choirs in the school 
to show a little bit about what 
they’ve been working on,” he said.  

For this year’s concert, 
Director of Crimson 7 and 

Outlook as well as co-Director 
of Concert Choir David Baker 
and Mr. Mitchell decided to 
focus on the theme of light. A 
lot of the pieces performed at 
the expo dealt with this theme, 
such as “Will There Really Be a 
Morning” by Craig Hella Johnson. 

“That’s kind of about being 
alone in darkness and will I ever see 
the light again, will I ever be happy 
again, is kind of what it says,” said 
Mr. Mitchell. “We paired it with 
a concert choir piece called ‘I 
Can See the Light of a Clear Blue 
Morning,’ so it went from ‘will 
there ever be a morning’, and then 
we moved into the actual morning 
where it mimics the sunrise.”

Senior Olivia Coxon, who 
is apart of Oxfordians, Outlook, 
and Concert Choir, was the soloist 
for “I Can See the Light of a 
Clear Blue Morning,” which was 
performed by the Concert Choir. 

“It’s really pretty and it’s 
kind of a high solo. I’d say it’s 
like a soprano solo,” she said. 

Mr. Baker said that Olivia 

was consistent through the audi-
tion process, and the mixed 
sound and transitions between 
her lower and higher voice 
were especially impressive. 

Mr. Mitchell agreed that the 
mixed sound in between was where 
she showed how much she under-
stood the lyrics and how to phrase 

the piece.“There’s only one other 
singer in the world, who works 
with the man who wrote that song,” 
he said. “Who I’ve ever heard sing 
that piece as well as Olivia Coxon.”

Juniors Remy McCoy 
and Jacqueline Ouellette also 
had big solos, as well as seniors 
Eryk Jones, Dan Carroll, and 

Charlie Coxon. “Eryk, Charlie, 
and Dan are four-year seniors, 
so they’ve been in the group for 
all four years,” Mr. Baker said. 
“They’re invaluable, they know 
so much about Crimson 7 in terms 
of its traditions, in terms of how 
rehearsals are run, what to expect 
in terms of performances, and they 
help the younger guys kind of 
figure out how to be performers.”

This was also the first year 
that the Upper and Middle School 
sang an a capella set together. “It 
was nice to see kind of where our 
singers begin and then kind of 
where they go and I know the boys 
in Crimson 7 said it was really 
cool to open up for the Middle 
Schoolers,” Mr. Baker said. 

Sophomore Snehaa Ram, 
who sings in VOCE and Oxford-
ians, said she really enjoyed 
listening to the Middle Schoolers. 
“I definitely like listening to the 
Middle Schoolers because the high 
schoolers don’t get to listen to any 
of them, and they’re all really cute 
and talented, so that’s fun,” she said. 

by Cici Chagnon ’21

Art students construct 
‘tapestries’ around KO

Walking around the campus 
of KO, students and teachers 
may notice tape put up on the 
walls made to look like various 
different scenes. These impres-
sive installations certainly liven 
up campus, but why are they there?

The projects, which have 
been up since the fall, were done 
by students in art teacher Katie 
Burnett’s class, Outside the Box. 
There are three designs in total: 
a compass in a hallway of CT, 
waves by the CT fish tank, and 
an Alcatraz cell on a pair of doors 
in Roberts Theater (although the 
last one has been taken down). 

Outside the Box is new to 
the KO art department, and Ms. 
Burnett describes it as a culmina-
tion of different mediums. “It’s 
not like painting, drawing, print-
making, sculpture; it’s a class that 
encompasses all of those things,” 
she said. “So I give a theme or a 
project or an assignment and the 
students have to solve it in any way 
they want.” The prompts students 
are given can be completed using 
any form of art they want, whether 
that be coding, photography, 
drawing, or in this case, tape. 

“Outside the Box is different 
than any other class because you are 
allowed to express each assigned 
project in any media you want to 
explore, even if Ms. Burnett is not 
very experienced in that certain 
area,” said senior Lian Wolman.

Sophomore Ava Radmo-
navich likes the flexibility of the 
class. “She’ll give us a prompt 

but we can kind of take it in our 
own way so she’s not telling 
us what to do; we can kind of 
be more creative,” she said.

For this particular project, 
the prompt was to find a way to 
temporarily beautify a certain 
space on campus. “We were trying 
to get art out into the community 
and what better way than to start 
with our own,” said Ms. Burnett. 
Lian said the process began by 
looking at examples of using tape 
to make art. “Each artist’s work 
we saw used their physical space 
to bring the tape to life,” she said. 

Then students took photo-
graphs of different areas around 
KO that they might want to work 
with. Afterward, they drew on the 

photos with sharpies to brainstorm 
ideas and see which ones work 
best. “It was just a way to interact 
with the Kingswood community 
and beautify places on campus that 
they thought needed a little extra 
pizazz,” Ms. Burnett explained. 

Ava, who worked on the 
waves by the fish tank in CT with 
sophomores Bella Herz and Jaden 
Paldino, said they chose the space 
because of how central to campus it 
is. “It’s kind of a public spot, lots of 
people walk by there, and the fish 
tank would fit in the wave so we 
thought that was a cool idea,” she 
said. The large spirals they created 
took three weeks to complete.

The second project, a 
compass, was made by seniors 
Lian  Wolman and Maeve 
McDonald. “Our final two ideas 
were either a compass or a sun,” 
Lian said. They ultimately ended 
up creating a compass, and decided 
the hallway outside of science 
teacher Tim Allerton’s classroom 
would work well. “We thought 
that the area outside of Mr. Aller-
ton’s room would be a great place 
to work because there is so much 
open empty space and we thought 
that the already existing blue in the 
area would complement the blue 
tape we used,” Lian said. She also 
said the height of the project made 
it difficult to complete; they had to 
bring two ladders into the hallway 
each class they worked on it. 

Outside the Box has all 
new students second semester, 
and Ms. Burnett said she is inter-
ested to see what they do with the 
prompt. “More to come,” she said.  The tape compass project in the CT 

hallway. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19

MLK inspires
US students

civil rights movement, but a 
lot of people don’t know his other 
writings,” he said. “It’s important 
to know about his legacy and the 
other things he advocated for.” 

The community responded 
with mixed feelings on the whole 
event. Ms. Solomon said she 
loved to hear students’ view-
points and their heartfelt honesty. 
“I thought everyone was very 
brave getting up and baring their 
soul,” she said. “I admire them. I 
think it’s very important that we 
remember what he worked so hard 
for. We’ve made some amount 
of progress but not enough.”

Senior Katherine Mikaelson 
said she agrees that the assembly 
was a moment worth remem-
bering. “I think it was good that 
students got to speak their true 
thoughts to the community,” 
she said. “The speeches really 
addressed issues that are stigma-
tized or ignored on a daily basis.” 

Freshman Lucia Volin said 
she thought the assembly was 
powerful in the most important way.

 “ I t  r ec rea t ed  some 
of history’s best moments 
in a way that makes it seem 
relevant to today,” she said.

However, junior Made-
line Pelletier said the assembly 
wasn’t very focused and should 
have been more educational. 

“There weren’t very many 
speakers, and very few of them actu-
ally mentioned MLK,” she said. 

Sophomore Jane Liang 
said she agreed that the assembly 
wasn’t what she had expected. 

“I didn’t really feel that inspired 
afterwards since the assembly 
was a bit off topic and more just 
students ranting about society.” 

Nevertheless, Dean of 
Students William Gilyard said it 
is important to remember what Dr. 
King fought for and believed in. 

“It’s important to honor the 
full breadth of what Dr. King has 
given to us as society.” he said. “It 
was another opportunity to give 
kids a chance to express them-
selves and their truth in a different 
kind of venue, and it was inter-
esting to see what the kids came 
up with. It speaks volumes about 
what his legacy means to them.”

“I think it was 
good that students 
got to speak their 
true thoughts to 
the community.
The speeches 
really addressed 
issues that are 
stigmatized or 
ignored on a daily 
basis.”

–Katherine 
Mikaelson

Continued from page 1.
by Cici Chagnon ’21

groups perform at Choral Expo

Crimson 7 performs at Choral Expo. Photo courtesy of Davud Newman.
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‘Chicago’ looms on horizon

With two months  of 
rehearsals down and one to go, 
preparations for KO’s production 
of “Chicago” are in full swing. 
Kyle Reynolds, theatre director, 
along with his dedicated cast 
have been putting in up to eight 
hours of rehearsal time per day 
for a show that has been described 
as “one you will want to see 
multiple times” by cast members. 

“Chicago” is an American 
musical classic set in Chicago in 
the 1930s. The Broadway revival 
is the longest running American-
musical in Broadway history. 
Centered around main characters 
Roxy and Velma, this show tells a 
tale of crime, intrigue, and deceit. 

“The play dives into how 
they manipulate, story-tell and 
use their musicality to really fluff, 
or perhaps change, reality,” said 
Mr. Reynolds. Sophomore Olivia 
Pear who plays June, describes 
“Chicago” as a Broadway classic. 
“There are blood and murder but 
there are also softer songs and 
love stories too,” said Olivia. “It’s 
everything you need in a show.”

It all started when Mr. Reyn-
olds picked “Chicago.” “I like to 
get input from Todd Millen, my 
department chair, Caroline McKee, 
[director of the Upper School], 
Will Gillyard, [dean of students], 
and Joan Edwards, [director of 
diversity and inclusion] because 
I want to make sure I am picking 
a show that works well for the 
entirety of the Upper School,” 
said Mr. Reynolds. However, 

picking “Chicago” was no easy 
task. Kingswood Oxford has 
applied for the rights to Chicago 
10 times and has been denied each 
time. However, the 11th time’s the 
charm for KO and Mr. Reynolds 
couldn’t be more excited. “It is a 
really big deal that we have the 
opportunity to put it on,” he said.

It seems like Mr. Reyn-
olds made a great choice based 
on the response he received 
after announcing “Chicago” 
as this year’s winter musical. 

Faculty, staff, and students 
alike all seem excited about this 
performance. Theatre students 
seem especially enthusiastic. “I 
was so excited when I heard it 
was Chicago,” said junior Remy 
McCoy, who plays the lead, Roxy. 
“It is one of my favorite musi-
cals.” Senior Kate Brough, who 

plays lead Velma was surprised 
“Chicago” is this year’s musical. 
“I didn’t think we would ever 
get the rights to it,” Kate said.  

Mr. Reynolds and prospec-
tive cast members geared up 
for auditions as soon as school 
got back from Thanksgiving 
break. Senior Dan Carroll, who 
plays lead Billy Flynn, felt that 
the audition process this year 
was different than in the past. 

“The audition process relied 
heavily on dancing, which I was 
certainly not used to and I don’t 
think I was alone in that feeling,” 
Dan said.  He also noted that 
anxiety was high because no one 
had any experience with what 
Mr. Reynolds looks for. “My 
immediate thought is the best 
fit for the role,” said Mr. Reyn-
olds. “I think that seniority might 

be a little birdy in the back of 
my head, but training and tech-
nique outway seniority for me.”  

When casting was done, 
the 39 member cast moved 
right into rehearsals the next 
week.  The rehearsal schedule 
has been called “intense” by 
the director and cast members. 
Rehearsals range from one hour 
up to eight hours on weekends.  

Mr. Reynolds describes 
their rehearsals as a “triple-
threat schedule.” Cast members 
are singing, dancing, and acting 
the entire time. “They might be 
dancing with me for two hours, 
then they go sing for an hour, then 
they come back to me and we block 
a scene and then they go sing some-
thing else,” said Mr. Reynolds. 

Remy also said that they 
have packed rehearsals. “There 

is a lot of dancing in Chicago, 
so a lot of our rehearsals 
have been dancing,” she said. 

Junior Joey Fago and 
sophomore Sadie Margolis were 
chosen as the dance captains. “We 
lead the warm-ups and we help 
people further their knowledge 
of the dance style,” said Sadie.  

Cast members agree that 
rehearsals have been better than 
ever due to Mr. Reynold’s leader-
ship style. “He runs it like it’s a 
professional theater, which I really 
like,” said Remy. Kate appreci-
ates how Mr. Reynolds helps the 
performers dig deeper into scenes. 
“Mr. Reynolds sets aside time to 
do in-depth scene analysis, to think 
about why we are saying the things 
we are saying, and what our char-
acter wants in the scene,” Kate said.

Mr. Reynolds and his cast 
are planning on continuing to 
work hard every day rehearsing 
“Chicago” until their first show on 
Feb. 22.  After their initial in-school 
performance for all students, they 
have a second performance at 
7:30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 23 
and a matinee performance at 
2:00 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 24. 

Cast members could not be 
more excited to perform. Sadie and 
Remy look forward to the crowd’s 
response, while Olivia is excited for 
everyone to see how hard they have 
been working. Kate is especially 
excited for everyone to see their 
opening number, “All That Jazz.” 

Mr. Reynolds is sure this 
production will be a hit. “I don’t 
think I need to get them excited. I 
think they are going to be excited 
about it themselves,” he said.

by Sloan Duvall ’21

Talented sophomore Emma 
Henry’s artistic creations have been 
showcased at KO in many different 
forms, but Emma has been devel-
oping her knack and love for visual 
arts since a young age. From the 
first to the sixth grade, Emma 
took classes at the Connecticut 
School of Art. Emma said that 
she really enjoyed the creative 
process of art that the school 
provided.  “We would do pretty 
unique projects, like we felted 
tropical fish. Another time we 
did 3-D paintings of monsters we 
[made],” she said. “I learned that 
art isn’t just traditional paintings.” 

Emma said when she came 
to KO, she really liked it because 
of the numerous art electives that 
the school offered to Middle and 
Upper Schoolers, especially sculp-
ture. Some of Emma’s sculptures 
include a basketball with wings, 
which she said combined her 
love for basketball and sculp-
ture. Another memorable piece 
that she made in eighth grade 
was a clay bust of Dobby from 
the Harry Potter storyline.  

Emma said that she really 

Junior Remy McCoy amd sophomore Sadie Margolis pose before rehearsal for the musical “Chicago.” Remy has a 
lead role as Roxie Heart and  Sadie is playing a cellblock girl.  Photo courtesy of  Sloan Duvall ’21. 

appreciates how the different 
mediums of art are separated 
at KO, so students can focus 
on specific skills. She also said 
that she likes how teachers are 
willing to mix different mediums 
to express a specific project that 
students have in mind. “They 
did a good job in teaching me the 
art forms and teaching me that 
there is more than one way to 
accomplish a project,” she said. 

Last year, Emma took sculp-
ture with creative arts teacher 
Scott McDonald and this year she 
took drawing with creative arts 
teacher Katherine Burnett. Mr. 
McDonald and Ms. Burnett both 
described Emma as extremely 
inventive and talented technically. 
Mr. McDonald said that Emma 
made incredible sculptures in his 
sculpture class last year that were 
interesting and meaningful. “I 
think she’s really good at coming 
up with creative ways to commu-
nicate her ideas in art,” he said. 

 Ms. Burnett said that in her 
drawing class, Emma was always 
enthusiastic, eager, and happy to 
take on the next project. “[Emma]’s 
also really supportive of every 
other artist in the class,” she said. 

Mr. McDonald furthermore 

commented on Emma’s sculp-
ture of a flying basketball. He 
said that the project was called 
“object transformation,” and 
Emma used a basketball for her 
project, and made the feathers of 
the wings out of the basketball 
itself by cutting out pieces of it. 

Another sculpture she made 
was for a project about inequality; 
the sculpture addressed the issue 
of people without money not 
having a voice, partially about 
people buying other people’s 
silence. The sculpture she made 
was named “Hush Money”; she 
cast a classmate’s face and made 
two faces that represented two 
different people. One person 
had their finger in front of their 
mouth, as in a “be quiet or hush” 
manner; and the other person had 
a dollar bill over their mouth.  

“I think we are excited 
working with her.” Mr. McDonald 
said. “She’s a sophomore, so she is 
just getting started in our program. 
She’s on course to become one 
of our advanced art students.” 

Emma said that she’s 
not thinking about majoring 
in art in college but definitely 
wants to continue taking art 
courses, specifically drawing. 

Senior Elise Gendrich is not 
only a singer, but also a talented 
musician who plays the trumpet. 
However, Elise’s main music 
focus at the moment is singing. 
She is part of Outlook,Oxfordians 
and has taken part in musi-
cals since she began at KO. 

Elise’s love for music began 
in the fourth grade when she 
decided to try playing instruments. 
“I started playing the trumpet 
in band in fourth grade and also 
the school talent show,” she said. 

Elise joined chorus in sixth 
grade and her love for singing has 
grown ever since. “I started really 
liking chorus in sixth grade; that 
was the first year it was optional 
and I almost didn’t stick with it, 
but now I’m really happy I did,” 
Elise said. Ever since then Elise 
began to focus on her singing. 

She still plays the trumpet 
for commencement and the 
KIT’s pep band, but other-
wise she focuses on singing. 

“At KO I was in Voce for my 
first two years, and then the past 
two years I've been in Outlook. I 
also have been in Oxfordians the 
past two years, and I've done the 

musical every year,” she said. 
Elise mainly focuses on 

music inside the KO community. “I 
don't really do music outside of KO, 
but I don't think that's a problem 
because all the activities at KO are 
time consuming as it is,” she said. 

Inside the KO community, 
Elise is inspired by the KO music 
teachers everyday. “I am really 
impressed by both choral teachers 
at KO because I've learned a 
lot from them and they're both 
amazing singers. They inspire me, 
and I am so happy to have worked 
with both of them,” she said.

Elise worked with both 
music directors David Baker and 
Steve Mitchell to practice her solo 
piece that she auditioned with 
for Regionals back in November. 
“I had an audition for Regionals 
in November, where I sang two 
scales, sang a solo piece, and 
did sight reading,” Elise said. “I 
practiced for the sight reading 
with a packet of examples and 
worked on the solo piece with 
both Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Baker.” 

Mr. Baker was happy to 
rave about Elise. “She brings great 
energy,” he said. “She cares so much 
about the music. She continues 
to grow as she’s been here.”      

by Luv Kataria ’20

Artist of the month
by Jacqueline Dugan 

Elise Sings
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What songs are Wyverns bumping this winter?
by Alyssa Pilecki ’20

Amidst a sea of tweets about 
alternative R&B singer Frank 
Ocean’s album “blond” reintro-
ducing itself into the Billboard Top 
200 (currently holding spot 167), 
famous rapper Future announcing 
his upcoming album, and pop 
star Ariana Grande starting off 
2019 with her latest single “7 
Rings,” the scene for music is 
clearly more diverse than ever.

Nowadays, artists can 
be found attempting to stretch 
music to its limits and blur the 
clear-cut lines between genres, 
like the boy band Brockhampton 
does – their songs “1999 Wild-
fire,” “Rental,” and “Bleach” 
being very well-received. Yet, 
while many people enjoy artists’ 
experimentation, various others 
are die-hard fans of the oldies, 
such as The Rolling Stones or 
The Beatles, which can often 
serve as inspiration for new songs. 

At Kingswood Oxford, there 
is also a wide variety of taste in the 
types of music that complements 
the nation’s trends. Unsurpris-
ingly, most tended to lean towards 
listening to well-known rap and 
pop songs, such as “Taste” by Tyga 
or “Be Alright” by Dean Lewis.

Taylor Swift continues to 
be a mainstay in people’s playl-
ists, with junior Remy McCoy 
saying she really likes “Picture 
to Burn.” Many others are ready 
for Rihanna’s new album to come 
out, which is gathering excite-
ment from all over the nation. 

Ariana Grande still holds 

the number 3 spot on the Bill-
board Top 100 for her smash 
hit “thank u, next” and can be 
heard loudly belting through 
headphones all around campus.

Popular rap and hip hop 
songs that students said got 
them hyped up were “bleed it” 
by Blueface, “looking for me” 
by SG Tip, “Real Ties” by Lil 
Skies, and “Mo Bamba” by 
Sheck Wes; the artists they said 
they liked were Post Malone, 
Drake, Trippie Redd, Travis 
Scott, Cardi B, and Juice WRLD. 

Junior Niko Rodriguez 
said right now he likes the song 
“Thotiana,” which is another 
hit by Blueface. The albums 
“Glockoma” by Key Glock, “i 
am > i was” by 21 Savage, and 
“Hoodie SZN” by A Boogie wit 
da Hoodie were recently released 
and highly praised; “Graduation” 
by Kanye and “Recovery” by 
Eminem, although older works, 
still continue to be favorites. 

Rhythm & blues, including 
alternate R&B, is quite popular at 
KO, as well: sophomore Snehaa 
Ram said she really enjoyed most 
songs by Blackbear, specifically 
the song “idfc,” while junior 
Ishaa Sohail said she loves all 
of Frank Ocean’s work. She said 
her favorites had to be “Bad Reli-
gion,” “Nature Feels,” “Solo,” 
“Self Control,” and “Novacane.” 

Khalid is another highly 
appreciated singer, with his single 
“Better” currently topping Bill-
board’s Hot R&B Songs; the 
controversial late rapper/R&B 
s i n g e r  X X X T E N TA C I O N 

also has two songs on that list, 
“Arms Around You” with Lil 
Pump, Maluma, and Swae 
Lee at number 4 and “whoa 
(mind in awe)” at number 7. 

Senior Ben Small said he 
enjoys listening to Queen and 
David Bowie. “Their music 
can capture my true emotions, 
and it is just good,” he said.  

Some teachers also weighed 
in on the kind of music they liked. 
Librarian Nancy Solomon said she 
likes music that is both good in its 
melody and significant in its lyrics, 
which she said comes together 
perfectly in her favorite song 
“American Pie” by Don McLean. 
It is a social commentary on how 
Don McLean believes music died. 

Mrs. Solomon said she listens 
to oldies like those when she is with 
her husband but also likes more 
current music when on her own. 

“I like the oldies, but I also 
like new music,” she said. “I really 
like Bruno Mars, and I’d say he’d 
be my favorite musician because 
I always enjoy all of his music.” 

Mrs. Solomon went on to 
say that while she is not completely 
opposed to rap, she refuses to 
listen to the kind that degrades 
women. “Some rap is absolutely 
fine, but if it’s against women 
and insulting, then I do not like it 
and do not listen to it,” she said. 

Creative arts Director 
Todd Millen said he listens to 
a wide range of music but tends 
to fall back on classical music 
and bluegrass, which he said 
is “like hick country music.” 

He said one of the groups 

he enjoys listening to most is 
called Nickel Creek, which blends 
elements from folk and blue-
grass. “I like almost everything 
they do, like with ‘The Light-
house’s Tale’ and ‘This Side,’” 
he explained. “The music Nickel 
Creek creates has a lot of guitar, 
mandolin, and violin; usually 
there should be banjos, too, but 
they don’t really use them.” 

A few students also veered 
away from the pop and rap genres, 
instead focusing their tastes on 
Broadway hits and classical 
operas while others preferred 
alternative or indie music. 

Junior Maggie Eberle said 
she actually enjoyed both, citing 
the soundtrack for “Anastasia” 
and Hozier’s latest EP, “Nina 
Cried Power,” as well as her 
excitement for their upcoming 
album, set to be released in 
2019. The entire soundtrack for 
the musical “Hamilton” is still 
loved and listened to by many.

Ishaa said she liked the 
song “Junk of the Heart” by 
The Kooks, a pop/alternative/
indie British band. “I really like 
it because it’s a cute and happy 
song, and it always manages to 
put me in a good mood,” she said.

Mr. Millen said he noticed 
people at KO generally like 
rap, hip hop, and classic rock 
but said there is a fanbase 
for each of the other genres.

 As for what he really thinks 
about music nowadays, Mr. Millen 
said he’s heard a lot of homoge-
neity in music now because many 
songs are based off the same one 

or two chords and thus artists 
have a narrow range to work with. 

“A lot of it sounds iden-
tical, but I wouldn’t be surprised 
if in a few years this generation 
[Gen Z] thought that any music 
created then would be worse 
than from 2018, for example.” 

Mr. Millen explained that 
he finds it funny how most people 
tend to think the music of their 
childhood was the best, and all 
music created after that went 
downhill. “It’s usually because 
the music reminds them of their 
great childhood, so nothing 
will ever really live up to that.”

While a lot of people at 
KO tended to be specific in their 
music tastes, some like junior 
Hannah Shames simply said they 
are mostly indifferent and enjoy 
listening to whatever is playing on 
Kiss 95.7. “I don’t really prefer one 
song over another, so I just turn on 
Pandora or the radio and listen to 
whatever is on there,” she said. 

If you want another place to 
listen to whatever is on, are looking 
for inspiration, or just want to 
expand your music tastes, head over 
to the KO News website (www.
thekonews.org) to find a play-
list with all the works and artists 
mentioned here as well as a mix 
of throwbacks and new releases. 

Also, stay tuned for the next 
two renditions of this article: one 
in May, in which I’ll delve into the 
music trends between each form, 
and one in December, where I will 
round up all the hits of 2019 and 
contrast them with those of 2018.

Fashionista of the month: Juanita Asapokhai

C o n s i s t e n t l y  a d d i n g 
a bright and fun tone to the 
KO campus, junior Juanita 
Asapokhai loves to represent 
herself through her fashion sense.  
Everyday we can expect stylish 
and creative outfits from her.

Juanita mainly loves to shop 
at Marshalls because they have 
great prices and many exciting 
deals. Along with this, she shops 

at H&M, Forever 21, and Char-
lotte Russe. All of these stores 
have many different options to 
help show off her unique ways. 

When describing her styles 
in a few words, Juanita stated 
that her outfits are a reflection of 
how she is feeling that day when 
putting together the overall look. 

In addition, she loves to 
observe and get inspired by 
people that wear fascinating 
clothes. From there, she mixes, 
matches, and adjusts it to fit her 
own personal style and avoid 
copying anyone else on campus. 

On the weekends, Juanita 
says that her clothing options are 
usually more relaxed and comfy 
because she doesn’t need to be 
aware of following the everyday 
school dress code. “There is more 
flexibility, so I usually wear a 
dress or something easy to lounge 
around the house in,” Juanita said. 
At school, Juanita wears a lot of 
skirts with sweaters and tights 
based on the specific season. Her 
outfits are always varied, but they 
often stem from a standard interest 
or love of a basic outfit example. 

She also loves to add a 
variety of earrings to her outfits 
to add a pop of interest. When 
she wears a plain or less standout 
outfit, she makes sure to either 
match her earings with her shirt, 
or wear extravagant earrings to 

stand out. Along with earrings, 
Juanita also loves to wear rings 
and other sorts of jewelry. 

As a favorite piece of 
clothing, she loves to shop, buy, 
and wear sweater dresses. “I love 
to wear these [sweater dresses] 
because they are easy to throw 
on, very warm, fit well, and get 
everything you need from a dress 
and simple outfit,”  Juanita said.

by Sophia Kaufman ’20

“I love to wear 
these [sweater 
dresses] because 
they are easy to 
throw on, very 
warm, fit well, and 
get everything you 
need from a dress 
and simple outfit.”

–Juanita 
Asapokhai

Her dresses, skirts, shirts, 
and overall outfits are mainly 
based around darker colors with a 
splash of brighter tones for fun; she 

also loves to wear a lot of yellow 
to show off her trendy styles.

Although her looks are 
very noticeable, she doesn’t 
have a particular favorite brand, 
but instead pays attention to 
the clothes she wears rather 
than the name that it holds. 

Some inspiration for Juanita 
is  the wide range of YouTubers 
such as Hitomi Mochizuki, Sammi 
March, Rian Phin, and Vereena. 
Each individual has unique styles 
but varied trademark elements to 
make them different from the rest. 

“An example of their 
uniqueness is when Vereena 
attaches colored barrettes to her 
pants to match the color scheme of 
her outfit,” Juanita said.  “Hitomi’s 
use of sleepwear and menswear 
as outer layers is also original.”

Although she does not 
specifically dress like any of 
these YouTubers, she has the 
mindset that the fashion abili-
ties are endless for everyone.

Lastly, Juanita states that 
she thinks that everyone in high 
school is their own trendsetter 
and inspired by everyone’s styles 
around. She is not particularly 
sure if she herself is a trendsetter, 
but that as a whole, everyone can 
build off of each others looks.

The KO community looks 
forward to seeing Juanita continue 
to experiment with her style. 

Juanita is stylish with gold hoops and a 
red belt. Photo by Taline Norsigian ’19.

Goodwin
corrected our moves in 

the opening song of Chicago, 
which is ‘All That Jazz,’” 
junior Cecil ia  Wang said. 

Students said they really 
enjoyed being part of the master-
class and listening to all Ms. 
Goodwin had to share. “She was 
incredibly supportive of everyone 
in the cast answering all or ques-
tions and perfecting parts of our 
opening number,” sophomore 
Olivia Pear said. “She was so kind 
and took our number to a new level 
finding lots of little subtle changes 
that made it ten times better. Her 
confidence and fun was still so 
professional and I have never 
learned so much in three hours.” 

Remy said she agreed 
that Ms. Goodwin’s words were 
invaluable. “She was very nice and 
supportive and had many correc-
tions for the cast as a whole,” 
Remy said. “We worked on 
some technical things with ballet 
and turns and then we did some 
flick kicks which was very fun.”

Mr. Reynolds said that 
Ms. Goodwin’s advice means a 
lot to the community. “It is very 
exciting for experienced people 
to come to KO and shed light 
on what we are doing here,” he 
said. “She has a wealth of knowl-
edge and expertise to share.” 

Continued from page 1.



12 THURSDAY
January 31, 2019 Features Features THURSDAY

January 31, 2019 13
Bob Biella: behind the badge
by Taline Norsigian ’19 

It’s late. No one is inside 
any buildings. Campus is closed. 
Everything is locked up for the 
night, notably your phone, perched 
on a desk inside a classroom that 
you forgot to grab before leaving 
the room. While rubbing your 
eyes of the most unfathomable 
mistake made during fifth period, 
suddenly a light flashes before 
your eyes. Cruising by is Campus 
Security Guard Bob Biella, KO’s 
proud campus protector since 
2013. You are safe from a night 
of worrying, and you are eter-
nally grateful for Mr. Biella.

A typical afternoon for Mr. 
Biella entails coming to work at 
2:30 p.m., obtaining the schedule 
for the afternoon and ensuring 
the correct doors are unlocked 
for event purposes or afternoon 
games. He then patrols campus at 
3:00 until he enforces no illegal 
parent parking at the bus stop. 
From around 4:00 to 5:00 he 
patrols campus and confirms that 
all the Middle School windows 
and doors on the lower floors are 
locked. Once finished, he checks 
in with the cleaning company staff. 
At 6:00, Mr. Biella checks that all 
the buildings are locked besides 
the buildings open for that partic-
ular night. Around 8:15 to around 

9:20, he makes sure all doors are 
closed, all lights are off, and that 
the cleaning company members 
have gone. He then checks at 
9:30 that everyone is off campus, 
followed by patrolling campus 
from 10:00 until 10:30. After 
campus is secure, he heads home 
to his cat, Candy at 11:00 p.m..

Mr. Biella’s role encom-
passes operating maintenance 
and security. He serves as an 
advisor and host at times as well. 

Mr. Biella’s multifaceted 
job requires him to check the 
roofs for leaks, burgling system 
for malfunctions, and parking 
lot for any suspicious activity. 
He often communicates with the 
head of school to make sure kids 
get safely picked up if any emer-
gency situations arise, by notifying 
students in buildings when they 
must evacuate or moving traffic 
out of the way for maintenance. 

“I’ve caught pipes bursting 
because of ice in the winter, and I 
checked out that fire a few weeks 
ago,” he said. “All the maintenance 
men were gone by that point, so I 
got a call. When I went to check 
the room where they thought the 
smell of smoke was coming from, 
I felt the door and it wasn’t hot, so 
I opened it and there was smoke 
everywhere. I couldn’t see.” 

There are definitely high-

lights to patrolling KO. “I think 
the best part of the job is pretty 
much when I get to the school 
buses at the end of the afternoon,” 
he said. “You just see what’s 
being going on in America for 
hundreds of years and will be 
going on for the next hundred 
years, kids getting onto the bus.”

An extra perk is being at 
a school and problem-solving 
each day. “I’m in a learning 
environment,” he said. “Even 
though I’m 57 going on 58, 
I can still learn something.”

Despite this, every job has 
struggles, and guiding parking 
for big events is one for Mr. 

Beilla. Awareness is another. 
“It’s a matter of being vigi-
lant and persistent,” he said.

Prior to working at KO, Mr. 
Biella served four years active duty 
in the Air Force and was a member 
of the National Guard for 25 years. 
After working at such a high pres-
sure job, Mr. Biella said he is 
happy to work in contract security.

His first job as a guard was 
at a factory in Meridan, Conn., 
where he witnessed violations of 
EPA pollutions and was on watch 
for breaking and entering to steal 
valuable metals. Thereafter, he 
worked at Northeast Utilities.

If Mr. Biella was not a 

security guard, he said he would 
love to work in real estate 
as he said he feels energized 
about homes and communities. 

During the week, Mr. 
Biella spends time maintaining 
his house and assisting his father. 
When he used to be able to get 
away, Mr. Biella often vaca-
tioned at serince locations from 
West Point, NY and Niagara 
Falls to Vermont and Maine.

While visiting the Pocono 
Mountains, PA, Rocky Moun-
tains, NC, or White Mountain, 
NH, Mr. Beilla used to hike.

While growing up in 
Wethersfield, CT, Mr. Biella 
passed by the back of KO three 
times a week, but never knew 
what the building was. While now 
knowing what KO is, unfortu-
nately, we won’t have Mr. Biella’s 
around for much longer, as he plans 
to move down south next year. 

Whenever Mr. Biella is on 
campus, he wants to be a helping 
hand. If you ever are stuck at 
KO because your battery does 
not start, just call for campus 
security and Mr. Biella will 
be able to jump start your car. 

“I try to pretty much give 
the image that I’m here for 
support and not enforcement,” he 
said. “Whatever their [students] 
needs are they can come to me.

Mr. Biella is always on watch while on patrol. Photo by Taline Norsigian ’19.

E v e r y  c o u p l e  c a n 
recount how it all began. Here 
are the first pages detailing 
how two KO teachers found 
love right here on campus.

Once upon a time, in 
a land that you walk on each 
day, physics teacher Kathleen 

by Taline Norsigian ’19 

Ms. DiSanto smitten with Mr. Brodeur at KO. Photo courtesy of Ms. DiSanto.

A KO love story for the ages

DiSanto and French teacher Ryan 
Brodeur were just two teens in 
high school. Out for the season 
due to injuries, Ms. DiSanto, a 
freshman cross country runner, 
sat on a bench outside Alumni 
Hall, holding her team’s sweats 

and cheering as runners briskly 
ran passed her. As remembered by 
Ms. DiSanto, Mr. Brodeur, a KO 
junior, wore a collared shirt open 
over a white t-shirt, a Red Sox 
hat, and hemp necklaces. He was 
on an intramural team, so he was 
just hanging out with his guitar.

“I remember thinking 
he was super cute, but he was 

a junior,” Ms. DiSanto said. 
Mr. Brodeur recollects the 

day as well. “I too remember the 
location.” he said. “I thought she 
was super cute, but I was a junior.”

Mr. Brodeur caught Ms. 
DiSanto’s affection at the Florida 

swimp trip when they started 
becoming friends. After the trip, 
during a Shield and Dragon 
meeting, Mr. Brodeur left early 
and asked Ms. DiSanto to let 
him know what he missed. So, 
she called him… on the landline. 

Later that year, Ms. DiSanto 
told Mr. Brodeur’s best friend that 
she liked Mr. Brodeur. When Mr. 
Brodeur found out in the library, 
he said he didn’t believe it.

Flipping forward to the 
first week of school in 2000, 
Mr. Brodeur knew he liked Ms. 
DiSanto, despite the grade differ-
ence. “I was in first house because 
I enrolled in Mr. Jones’s History of 
Religions class,” he started. “By the 
way, I dropped that class like it was 
hot. Anyways, I remember walking 
out of First House, and there was 
Ms. DiSanto walking right along 
the houses, and I remember 
thinking, ‘There goes the love of 
my life,’ and I missed my chance.”

Lucky enough for Mr. 
Brodeur, Ms. DiSanto was not going 
to let him get away just yet. He’d 
need to wait for college for that.

“I remember he was sitting 
on the Green reading a book 
and I walked up to him.” Ms. 
DiSanto recalled. “I knelt down 
and said, ‘I just wanted to tell you 
that I really like you,’ and then 
something about throwing up.”

Mr. Brodeur was hesitant 
at first. “First off I was super 
pumped that you [Ms. DiSanto] 
told me,” he said. “I thought, 
‘That’s really great, but I’m still 
an upperclassman and going to 

college,’ so I kinda brushed it off.”
That plan worked well, 

as the two ended up talking 
for two hours after that and 
at the end, he asked her out.

“Before we went out, there 
was this event called the Cupcake 
Classic that was open to anyone,” 
he said. “You got a cupcake after 
running the three miles or some-
thing. I decided to run in the 
Cupcake Classic, which was a 
terrible idea because I had never 
ran before. I flat out sprinted for 
a mile to impress Ms. DiSanto 
and then walked the other two.”

Ms. DiSanto said she 
remembers being concerned. 
“I was still injured, so I was 
a timer,” she said. “When he 
passed by I said, ‘Slow down!’”

By the end of a date at 
the Durham fair it was official. 
Ms. DiSanto and Mr. Brodeur 
were a couple. They even shook 
hands on it. “A firm hand-
shake,” Mr. Brodeur commented. 

Once settled into their 
relationship, they usually hung 
out in the basement of Roberts 
or walked on the Senior Green. 
When not at KO, the lovebugs 
would hangout at Borders Book-
store, drive around and talk, 
sometimes go to the movies, other 
times the mall, or go out to dinner 
every once and awhile. They also 
attended all their proms together.

Did they know that they 
were the one for each other? 
“Yeah, I told her I loved her after 
we’d been dating for a month, 
and I meant it,” Mr. Brodeur said.

He showed it by giving her 
gifts. “There used to be a flower 
shop down on Farmington,” he 
said. “I would get her flowers and 
put them into her locker.” Aw, how 
sweet. “Then they’d die because 
she forgot about them,” he added.  
He continued to get her flowers 
while he attended Trinity College.

The rest, as they say, is 
history. Or in this case, we all 
know that the couple lived happily 
ever after, getting married after 
college, both ending up working 
in education, and then Mr. Brodeur 
followed Ms. DiSanto to KO. The 
couple will have known each 
other for 19 years in September.

“When we were together, 
it was just easy,” Ms. DiSanto 
said. “We’re really lucky.”

What’s  i t  l ike  being 
back a t  KO as  teachers? 

“I remember certain memo-
ries from high school being here, 
but less as the year moves on,” he 
said. “We create new memories 
that replace the old.”Ironically 
enough, Mr. Brodeur was voted 
Most Likely to Return as a 
Teacher for senior superlatives, 
and he said he was super annoyed.

Ms. DiSanto said it depends. 
“It’s nice to know the structure of 
the day and culture of the school,” 
she said, “but it’s a disadvan-
tage to assume that some things 
are the same when they’re not.”

While the beginning chapter 
of how this pair met is closed, their 
fairytale ever after has only just 
begun as they continue the relation-
ship in the place where it all started. 
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If you have gone to the 
mall and purchased clothing in 
the past 20 years, this article is 
for you – and it’s time for us to 
talk. Specifically, we need to talk 
about the relationship between an 
item you purchased on sale from 
Forever 21, the growing masses of 
landfills that contaminate the water 
supply in East African countries, 
and the low life expectancies of 
grossly underpaid workers in 
Asian sweatshops sewing shirts 
together for less than $1 a day. 

We need to acknowledge the 
ways in which our clothes act as 
silent killers of the environment 
and contribute to the suffering 
of impoverished people in the 
Global South. There are cruelties 
and crimes occurring around the 
world because of clothing, and 
fast fashion is to blame – but in 
this situation, you and I are both 
the victims and the perpetrators. 

First, let’s go over some 
vocab! What is “fast fashion?” 
It refers to the current modus 
operandi of the fashion industry: 
cheap clothing sold by massive 
market retailers to model the 
latest runway fashion trends. 
Basically, when you hear the 
words fast fashion, visualize the 
red lettering and bright lights of 
H&M, the black-and-metallic 
color scheme and atmosphere 

of Spanish-owned Zara, and the 
aforementioned, internationally 
recognized Forever 21. These 
stores slide new pieces on to their 
racks two to four times a week; 
the result is a minute-by-minute 
record of every twitch that happens 
in fashion. What was in last week 
is old this week – a tactic used 
by product manufacturers called 
built-in obsolescence – and you 
will likely buy both items anyway, 
because they are both cheap.

This constant replacement 
and restocking is reflective of 
a larger scheme in the fashion 
industry – large companies 
replacing instead of replenishing.  

The limited time frame 
in which items are available 
encourages more frequent visits 
and purchases, so retailers can 
avoid marking items down. But 
what becomes of the clothes that 
don’t sell? What happens to the 
clothing that a former wearer 
kindly dropped in the local Good-
will or Salvation Army that is 
unable to find a second home? 

There are two potential 
routes. Route One: the garments 
make the swift transition from 
unwanted items to international 
commodities. They are sold to a 
middle-man company, like Trans-
Americas Trading Co. based in 
New Jersey; combed through for 
resalable gems (e.g. vintage items); 
and then shipped around the world 

– specifically East Asia, Eastern 
Europe, Latin America and Eastern 
Africa, according to Newsweek. 
Once the item hits the Global 
South, it will likely be sold once 
more – maybe by a street vendor 
in Kenya, as featured in the CBC 
News documentary on fast fashion, 
or other East African countries. 

The cheap prices of these 
clothes are hard to beat, and domi-
nate the national brands and textile 
manufactures. Member nations of 
the East African Community, like 
Kenya, Rwanda, and Burundi, 
began an initiative to bar second-
hand clothing from the marketplace 
by 2019, according to BBC News. 
The quality of these items is low as 
well, and what isn’t bought at this 
final destination is thrown away – 
into a landfill, now as textile waste. 

The Institute of Sustain-
able Communication reports that 
the fashion industry is one of the 
top three water pollutants in the 
world. Environmentally destruc-
tive and health-harming substances 
are emitted in the creation of fast 
fashion-produced garment, like 
NO2, a greenhouse gas (contrib-
uting to global warming) which 
Forbes reports is “200 time for 
damaging than CO2”; lead makes 
it way into water when it is used to 
dye synthetic fabrics and dropped in 
a landfill. In other words – we hurt 
ourselves with the clothes we wear. 

In Asian countries, leather 

tanneries dispose of the substances 
used in the tanning process (treat-
ment of animal hides) into the 
water sources and soil outside 
the tannery. This practice is even 
more grievous when you learn 
that a child may have been the 
one tanning the item, exposed to 
a cancer-causing chemical like 
formaldehyde. In addition, the 
water and soil being polluted are 
frequently low-income, impover-
ished communities, as many large 
companies outsource their labor.

So what can we do, at KO 
and beyond, to mitigate this crisis? 

We as consumers need to 
commit to sustainable and ethical 
fashion. Sustainable fashion 
addresses the environmental 
consequences: what chemicals 
and dyes the clothing is made of, 
what could impact the enviroment 
if the item ends up in a landfill, 
how biodegradable is the fabric? 

Ethical shopping addresses 
the human offenses of fast fashion: 
how is the person making this item 
being treated? In what working 
conditions are they laboring, for 
what pay, exposed to what chemi-
cals, protected by what laws? 

The first step in heeding the 
call to be a more conscientious 
shopper is to do some serious 
research; you’ll find yourself 
crossing more and more stores off 
your list of mall stops when you 
look into the information published 

Most KO students know 
about the brown house. You know, 
the one on Boulevard, behind Seav-
erns? This house, 1438 Boulevard, 
is owned by KO and is vacant. 
That seemed to be the extent of 
the average student’s knowledge 
of the house.  What you may not 
know is KO does not only own that 
one house; it actually owns seven.

The diagram shows property 
owned by KO outlined in green.

KO bought each house 
one-by-one once the opportunity 
emerged. Five of these homes 
are situated on Boulevard, four 
of which are teachers’ residences. 
It’s no coincidence that these 
five are all adjacent to each other 
because the school deliberately 
acquired them through various 
purchases because of their location.  

“The houses are key struc-
tures for the school to have for 
a couple of reasons,” Colleen 
Woerlen, director of Finance & 
Operations, said. “Firstly, they sit 
on the back entrance to the school, 
so we have maintenance vehicles 
coming in and out of that entrance 
very often. Also, it makes it better 
for neighbors, so we don’t interfere 
with them or get any complaints.” 

In 2011, KO purchased the 
last house after the previous owner 
passed away. At that time, it was 
the only house in the Boulevard 
row that KO didn’t own. “So 
when the opportunity arose to buy 
it, it was essential that we obtain 

that house,” Ms. Woerlen said. 
This house, the one purchased 
in 2011, is 1438 Boulevard. 

The houses’ primary purpose 
that Ms. Woerlen mentioned is to 
house teachers. The houses are 
particularly useful to settle young 
teachers in the area, Ms. Woerlen 
explained. “It’s a hiring incen-
tive to some of our new hires. 
Moving into the Hartford area has 
a high cost, and living on campus 
can be extraordinarily valuable 
for new teachers to the area.” 

For example, English teacher 
Cameron Biondi lives in one of 
the houses, and he said it helped 

persuade him to come to KO. 
“It’s very helpful,” he said. “I’m a 
teaching apprentice, and there are 
a lot of similar jobs at boarding 
schools. Part of the enticement [at 
boarding schools] is dorms, and 
day schools can’t do that. So part 
of my arrangement is living on 
campus, which is definitely a plus.” 

On Outlook Avenue, KO 
owns two residences positioned 
next to campus. One, 111 Outlook 
Ave, is vacant, like the brown house. 

KO has never used the house 
for faculty housing because of its 
condition and required repairs, 
but the address does house elec-

trical panels and utility boards 
for the fields that it overlooks. 

For example, the score-
boards and sprinkler system all 
run through the driveway that 
105 and 111 Outlook share in 
the four-bay garage, making 
it difficult to sell. “As we’re a 
landlocked school, it’s essential 
that we utilize as much property 
as possible,” Ms. Woerlen said.

The f inal  house that 
KO owns is  the Head of 
School’s house, which shares 
a driveway with 111 Outlook. 

As for the future of the 
vacant houses, it’s difficult for 
the school to find a proper use 
for them. “We’ve been looking at 
refurbishing the brown house, to 
possibly make way for it to be used 
as a maintenance shed,” Director 
of Facilities Larry Marciano said, 
“but it’s hard to expand the foot-
print of the campus. The town 
is very restrictive about that.”

Mr. Marciano is referring to 
the complicated process of zoning 
classifications. Currently, the 
Boulevard houses are classified 
by the town as “Use Code 101,” 
which, according to the town, 
refers to a residential dwelling.  
It’s difficult for the school to make 
use of these vacant properties 
because the lot needs to be clas-
sified as “commercial” to be used 
for school functions. “Getting the 
lots reclassified takes a lot of time 
and money,” Mr. Larciano said.

However, that doesn’t mean 
that KO doesn’t have any plans 

for the vacant houses at all, it 
just means that it takes additional 
time and planning. “Any work on 
those houses would be a part of a 
larger beautification and enhance-
ment project, which the board 
hasn’t decided on officially as 
of now.” Ms. Woerlen said. She 
also mentioned that, if the main-
tenance shed were to be moved to 
the brown house, the current main-
tenance garage would be modified 
for other uses. “The first thing you 
see when you drive up to the school 
shouldn’t necessarily be that 
garage, but again, all plans are very 
tentative at this point,” she said.

Looking from an economic 
angle, KO actually pays prop-
erty taxes on some of the houses 
and the lots. Usually, non-profits, 
like the school, are exempt from 
local property taxes, but not in 
this case. West Hartford, which 
collects the property taxes, says 
that those properties aren’t part 
of the school’s central mission 
as a non-profit. They are zoned 
as residential property and there-
fore taxed. However, KO doesn’t 
pay property taxes on the two 
Outlook houses, since each serves 
the school’s central purpose.

Ms. Woerlen said that, 
despite the maintenance costs 
and property taxes,  the houses 
are a worthy investment because 
they are valuable assets for hiring 
new teachers.The homes provide 
a unique way for the school to 
draw talented educators from 
all over the state and country. 

about their ethical and sustain-
ability practices (or lack thereof).

Second step: identify to what 
extent sustainable and ethical shop-
ping can exist in your closet given 
your current finances, because 
the price of humanely-made 
and green-conscious clothing is 
on the high side. Though your 
wallet may be sore, you can 
count on the clothiers being paid 
a livable wage and laboring in 
reasonable conditions – so check 
out Everlane and LA Bloom. 

If regularly buying or 
working towards affording more 
pricey pieces isn’t in the cards 
for you, there are several other 
avenues you can go down to 
support the cause. The easiest way, 
requiring the least effort (but the 
most discipline) – buy less! The 
less you buy, the less likely you 
are to toss an item away, the less 
you contribute to global landfills 
and pollution, plain and simple. 

Otherwise, continue to shop, 
but do so with intention; break the 
staring contest you have with the 
fashion industry and purchase 
items that will have long closet 
life. Better yet, take the things 
you don’t like in your closet, 
give them to your friends, and 
take some of theirs! Thrift shop-
ping and clothing exchanges are 
two prime examples of ways to 
extend the life of your clothes and 
prolong their journey to a landfill. 

by Juanita Asapokhai ’20

Why shopping is self-sabotage

by Braeden Rose ’21

KO’s cottage collection right around the corner

The bolded areas represent KO houses surrounding campus, in which teachers 
and fellow KO community members live. Photo courtesy of Braeden Rose ’21.
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by Ishaa Sohail ’20 

 Have you ever  sat 
in a class and wondered how 
what you were learning was 
going to help you in the future? 

Have you ever  come 
home from a sports game on a 
Wednesday night to a huge pile of 
homework sitting on your desk that 
you wish you didn’t have to do? 

Have you ever wondered 
how all of your high school expe-
riences were going to benefit 
you once you left high school? 

KO’s ultimate mission is 
to not only inspire its students 
to excel in the courses that 
they take but also lead lives of 
responsibility and engagement 
after their time in high school. 

KO seeks to accomplish this 
goal by nourishing its students’ 
talents in a community full of 
teachers, friends, and families.  

At KO, students don’t 
fall through the cracks. In some 
ways, this can seem burdensome 
because it can be hard to slack off 
or go under the radar, but it also 
means that teachers and students 
get to know each other well. 

In our curriculum, students 
are constantly forced to collaborate 
with others, advocate for them-
selves, and learn how to commu-
nicate with adults. These skills  
can be a byproduct of attending a 
small, private school where your 
science teacher often doubles as 
your athletic coach who you can 
talk to whenever you need to. 

composed of a variety of explor-
atory subjects: English, Math-
ematics, Modern Languages, 
Science,  History,  Creative 
A r t s ,  a n d  t h e  C l a s s i c s .

Senior Mia Seymour said 
that the variety of classes and 
extracurriculars that KO offers 
has truly allowed her to not only 
explore new areas of interests, 
but also the areas in which seem-
ingly disparate subjects overlap. 

“All of my classes have chal-
lenged me to consider the greater 
impact or meaning of what I was 
learning, which is a satisfying 
connection that I think can be made 
across the curriculum,” she said. 

Mia greatly appreciates 
the curriculum that KO has to 
offer, but she did say that one 
thing that she personally strug-
gled with was taking advantage 
of the electives that KO offers. 

“I think that it can be difficult 
to fit in interesting electives when 
your core course load is already 
rigorous,” she said “However, it’s 
not something that can’t be done 
and I wish that I had taken more 
of the electives offered here.”  

The English department’s 
goal is for students to under-
stand the power of language. 

The English curriculum  
challenges students to read a variety 
of texts that depict a range of 
different perspectives  and points-
of-view that often let them reflect 
on experiences that they have 
endured in their very own lives. 

They are able to do this 
in classes ranging from the 
Baird Senior Symposium class 
to a freshman English class 
that is simply revolved around 
tell ing each other stories. 

We e k l y  a s s i g n m e n t s 
include blog posts, critical 
analyses, poems, and more. 

Each English class allows 
its student to practice their 
public speaking and listening 
skills,  which help tremen-
dously for effective communi-
cation within the community.

Students are able to learn 
how to keep an audience engaged 
while building their confidence 
as well through a variety of 
harknesses, speeches, formal 
debates, and presentations. 

M a n y  s t u d e n t s  f i n d 
t h e m s e l v e s  c o n s t a n t l y 
pondering why they must take 
a math class, but whether it is 
managing money or baking a 
souffle, math is everywhere! 

Math creates discipline by 
strengthening students’ reasoning 
skills. Students are able to develop 
these skills, as well as creative-
thinking, in a learning environ-
ment that fosters perseverance, 
self-discipline, and participation. 

These skills often appear in 
math classes, ranging from Algebra 
I to Multivariable Calculus.

Although it is very diffi-
cult to learn, studying a modern 
language helps keep you connected 

to the outside world. Knowing 
more than one language opens a 
window of leadership opportu-
nities, personally and globally. 

In addition, knowing more 
than one language allows one to 
participate in genuine commu-
nication both in and out of the 
classroom. KO’s options for 
modern languages include French, 
Spanish, and Chinese that differ in 
levels such as regular classes to AP. 

In a variety of lab class-
rooms, KO students are able to 
improve their evidence-based 
outlook of modern science in 
a first-hand curriculum. Each 
science class is designed to teach  
each student entry to primary prin-
ciples of the scientific process. 

Students are even able to 
take part in foreign travel and 
study-abroad programs in order 
to practice what they have learned 
and experience the culture. 

In history courses, teachers 
br ing modern meaning to 
events that occurred in the past. 
Students learn how to enjoy 
as well as analyze historical 
events. The curriculum teaches 
students to to read closely, write 
adequately, to think objectively 
and to speak authoritatively. 

The Classics Department 
help students learn how to translate 
original works in Latin and Greek 
from some of Rome’s greatest 
authors (such as Cicero, Caesar, 
Catullus, Ovid, and Vergil) while 
still building strong language 
skills. Students that take Latin 
or Greek learn how to approach 
the fundamental components of 
Latin grammar and vocabulary.

KO is also a member 
of Global Online Academy 
(GOA), an organization that 
allows students from indepen-
dent schools around the world 
to pursue their passions through 
a digital classroom. The classes 
are taught by experienced faculty 
and students are able to learn 
with peers from around the globe.

Some GOA classes are 
Arabic I, II, and III, Japanese, 
Creative Writ ing,  Medical 
Problem Solving I and II, 
Abnormal Psychology, Bioethics, 
Comparative Politics, Film-
making, Game Theory, and Poetry.  

M o r e o v e r ,  K O  h a s 
many clubs that students can 
participate in that allow them 
to explore their  interests .

These  c lubs  inc lude: 
Model UN, Mock Trial, Invest-
ment Club , Forensic Union, KO 
News, GSA, SGA, Orange is the 
New Grey, Green Team, Shatter-
proof, United Students and more.  

Gabrielle Ruban ’18, a 
first year at Emory University 
just outside of Atlanta, Georgia,  
said that KO facilitated and 
catalyzed emotional, intellec-
tual and social growth for her. 

“I was able to enter college 
having had a lot of experience in 
knowing how to email faculty and 

In order to graduate from 
KO, one must fulfill the following  
requirements: four full-year credits 
in Upper School English, three full-
year credits in an Upper School 
lab science, three full-year credits 
in Upper School mathematics 
through Form 5, three full-year 
credits in Upper School history 
through Form 5 (one year must 
be U.S. History), three consecu-
tive full-year credits in a foreign 
language (modern or classical), one 
and a half credits in Upper School 
creative arts, two and a half credits 
from other courses (for a total of 
20 credits), 30 hours of commu-
nity service and also satisfactory 
completion of athletic requirement. 

K O ’s  c u r r i c u l u m  i s 

also how to properly articulate 
questions and discussion points 
with my professors,” Gabrielle said. 

Gabr ie l le  added  tha t 
while her friends at school are 
extremely hardworking and 
intelligent, they are awestruck 
at the idea of writing a five-page 
paper double-spaced in a week. 

“We were writing easily 
more than that almost every 
other week in Ms. Schief-
fel in’s  sophomore Honors 
English class,” Gabrielle said. 

KO core curriculum prepares 
students for college and more 

Universities and Colleges that KO students 
have attended/currently attend: 

- Dartmouth College 
- Emory Univeristy 
- Boston University 
- Boston College
- Ithaca College
- Fordham University 
- Colgate University 
- Johns Hopkins University 
- Northeastern University 
- Yale University  
- Bates College 
- Vassar College
- Syracuse University 
- Fairfield University  

“Kingswood 
Oxford talks about 
college readiness, 
but doesn’t actu-
ally address what 
this means to each 
individual.” 
– Vivian Goldstein 

’17 Ambika Natarajan ’17 is 
another KO alum who currently 
attends Emory as a sophomore 
and is pursuing a major in chem-
istry. Ambika said that the rigor 
at KO is somewhat representa-
tive of what she sees in college. 

“The  col lege  c lasses 
a r e  h a r d e r  a n d  r e q u i r e 
more work,” Ambika said.

“I feel like I had more 
time to work in high school 
because of the structure opposed 
to now in college,” she said.

Vivian Goldstein ’17 is a 
writing major at Ithaca College 
and said that while she knows you 
can’t get rid of the core curriculum, 
she wishes there had been more 
opportunity to focus on what inter-
ested her during her time at KO. 

She said  that  a lmost 
e v e r y  m a t h  a n d  s c i e n c e 

course she took was effec-
tively useless to her in college.

“Sophomore year geometry 
was never helpful. Sophomore 
year biology played no role. Junior 
year chemistry never came up, not 
even for a second. And so, for me 
personally, those parts of the curric-
ulum were useless,” Vivian said. 

Furthermore, she said 
when she took a placement test 
of her “math readiness level,” 
she was placed in the highest 
bracket despite consistently 
being in the lowest possible 
math classes in high school. 

“Kingswood Oxford talks 
about college readiness but doesn’t 
actually address what this means 
to each individual,” she said.  

Junior Alyssa Pilecki said 
that the curriculum here has helped 
her to become a more creative 
thinker and fluent speaker, taught 
her about responsibility and time 
management, and allowed her to 
take initiative for her learning. 

“Overall I feel like it’s 
preparing me for college and 
the real world,” Alyssa said. 

Additionally, she said that 
while there are some aspects 
that she thinks could improve, 
she genuinely enjoys coming 
to school and couldn’t imagine 
herself  at  another school. 

“Personally, I have stuck 
with Mock Trial and the KO 
News, and I also joined Model 
UN this year,” Alyssa said. “I 
really enjoy being a part of all the 
clubs, they all have helped me to 
learn more about the current world, 
expose me to new experiences, 
and develop real-world skills.”

Classes at KO are difficult, 
and you have to study a lot, but it’s 
worth it because you’re prepared 
for life after high school. Also, 
most of the teachers here are open 
and kind and are willing to give 
out extra help when it’s needed.

“I’m really proud and 
happy to go to KO,” Alyssa said. 

“All of my classes 
have challenged 
me to consider the 
greater impact or 
meaning of what 
I was learning.”       
– Mia Seymour
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This year, the KO Middle 
School Robotics team placed 
second out of 300 teams in 
the  Regional  tournament . 

They  ach i eved  even 
more when they moved on 
to  the  Sta te  compet i t ion.

So many people signed up 
for the club that the students had 
to be split up into two teams based 
on their experience with robotics. 
Team 1 was led by robotics teacher 
Mike Ligon, and Team 2 was 
led by Middle School math and 
robotics teacher Megan Farrell.

Each team worked very 
well together and earned some 
of the highest scores they had 
ever achieved, scoring 144 
and 106 points, some of the 
best in the State competition. 

“I liked seeing how the teams 
worked together and competed 
for the first time,” Mr.Ligon said.

Head Coach Ligon thinks 
there are two reasons for their 
newfound success. First, there was 
a lot of interest in being a part of 
the team from the student body. 

They  a l so  compe ted 
in the Farmington Regionals 
this year instead of the Hart-

Robotics breaks school records
ford Regionals, as in the past.

Upon arrival at the Regional 
competition, both teams realized 
that they needed to step up their 
game if they were going to win 
against their skilled opponents. 

The teams worked hard 
and achieved two great scores; 
Team 1 scored 82 points while 
Team 2 gained 69 points. Their 
scores allowed them to move 

to the State competition, an 
amazing new achievement.

At the State competi-
tion, the teams earned gigantic 
scores with Team 1 snatching 
144 points and Team 2 seizing 
106 points out of about 350.

Team 1 remodeled their robot 
after the first competition.“Team 
1’s score was a result of their 
changes,” Coach Ligon said. 

“After the first competition, they 
changed their robot to a gear driven 
system.” This improved system 
gave the robot a new burst of power 
to excel in the State competition.

Coach Ligon also compli-
mented Team 2.  “Team 2 
improved their score using 
their  teamwork,  combined 
effort and will to win,” he said.

Now that the competi-

by Arav Kumar ’23 tion is over, the robotics classes 
have individual projects where 
they are creating machines 
to solve real world problems.

Two experienced roboti-
cists, eighth-graders Joe Nathan 
and Brendan Mastella, have 
some amazing new ideas for 
their life changing robots.

Joe loves to ski and he knows 
the risks of getting buried in snow, 
so he decided to create a robot that 
digs out skiers and saves them. “It 
will move up and down the hill and 
dig around in the snow to find and 
rescue stranded skiers,” he said.

Brendan on the other 
hand enjoys a pristine outdoor 
environment which led him to 
creating his Eco Cleanup Robot. 

“It can maneuver around 
many different types of terrain 
and pick up the trash left behind 
to keep the environment clean 
and make public places more 
enjoyable for everyone,” he said.

N e x t  y e a r  t h e  h a r d 
working students can look 
forward to joining the Robotics 
Club at the Upper School. 

Current students in seventh-
grade should be ready for a great 
experience if they decide to take 
robotics as an elective next year.

This year the KO Middle 
School faculty changed the 
study hall rules much to the 
dismay of the students, espe-
c ia l ly  the  e ighth-graders . 

The two major changes are 
that students in the Middle School 
are no longer allowed to wear 
headphones during study hall and 
are also assigned to specific rooms. 

Head of Middle School 
Ann Sciglimpaglia said that these 
rules are in place to keep track 
of and benefit all of the students.  
“One, assigned study halls are for 
faculty to be able to keep track 
of children and to make sure we 
know where everyone is,” she 

Students protest new study hall rules
said. “Part of it is safety, part of 
it is being more organized, and 
part of it is being more prepared 
for freshman year with assigned 
study halls with no choices.” She 
also wanted students in study 
halls to simply disconnect from 
outside disruptions for a moment. 

“ H e a d p h o n e s  m a k e 
a distraction and [don’t] let 
students get work done,” she 
said. “When I walk into a room 
with everyone wearing head-
phones it makes me feel like we 
aren’t a community. It seems we 
are not caring what others say.” 

One exception to the new 
headphone rule is that students 
may use them if they have an 
assigned video or language lesson.  

Eighth-grade students do 
not believe a ban for listening 
to music should be the case. 
“Headphones block all the noise 
around and also we should be 
able to go in any room we want 
with any people we want to,” 
eighth-grader Devin Wolff said.  

R e t u r n i n g  s t u d e n t s 
have noticed the difference 
because of how drastically the 
rules have changed and have 
some ideas for improvement. 

“We should make it so there 
are rooms where you can talk or 
rooms that are quiet along with 
having headphones on,” Devin said. 

Since music helps many 
students relax during study halls 
and focus on their homework, 

by Matt Champagne ’23

should this rule have been put in 
place? The Kingswood Oxford 
Middle School students say no.

“Part of it is 
safety, part of 
it is being more 
organized, and 
part of it is being 
more prepared 
for freshman year 
with assigned 
study halls...”

–Ms. Scig

“We should make 
it so there are 
rooms where you 
can talk or rooms 
that are quiet 
along with having 
headphones on.”

–Devin Wolff

The Middle School robotics team competes in a regional tournament against 300 teams. Photo by Meghan Farrell.
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At 6:00 p.m. Friday, Nov. 9, 
the eighth-grade Mock Trial team 
loaded into a KO school van. After a 
two-hour study hall, the Mock Trial 
students were ready to get going. 
Their destination was Harvard 
University in Cambridge, Mass. 

The Harvard Mock Trial 
Conference is usually meant for 
high schoolers, but the Middle 
School Wyverns are a remarkably 
strong team. Their prowess allows 
them to participate in the confer-
ence evenly with high school teams. 

Mock Trial Faculty Advisor 
Lynne Levine said she is greatly 
impressed with the Middle 
Schoolers. “Because our team 
has done so well Mr. C. [Head 
Coach Ryan Costantini] has gotten 
permission to bring the eighth-
graders, and it always seems to 
work out…. He makes it like a treat 
for the eighth-graders,” she said. 

In 2013, the KO Middle 

School Mock Trial Team took 
their first trip to Harvard Univer-
sity. The team has participated in 
the event at the University annu-
ally since then.  Harvard Mock 
Trial students teach seminars and 
coach individual teams to compete 
in a scrimmage against another 

team attending the conference.  
According to Mrs. Levine, the 
Harvard students are passionate, 
driven and helpful. That attitude 
greatly helped the KO Wyverns 
develop their Mock Trial skills. 

KO students found the 
trip as a whole exciting and 

enjoyable. However, there were 
some highlights that everyone 
agrees made the trip a particu-
larly valuable experience. These 
included the lectures, the Harvard 
students, the enchiladas, the 
ice cream social and talking 
to other Mock Trial students. 

“We got to talk to other 
people that did Mock Trial 
from other states and other 
schools and that was really 
fun and fresh,” eighth-grader 
witness Hana Roggendorf said.

Maison Jobe, a Harvard 
freshman from Minnesota, was 
the Wyverns’ group leader. 
She helped the team come up 
with ideas for the scrimmage 
that was going to happen at the 
end of the weekend. She was 
patient, helpful and attentive, 
according to the eighth-graders. 

“She was very effec-
tive in helping us review the 
case and find strategies for the 
lawyers,” Mrs. Levine said. “I 

Mock Trial travels to Harvard
by Sarah Cioffi ’23 really enjoyed her enthusiasm.” 

The last portion of the 
conference was a scrimmage 
against a group of high schoolers 
from Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Since 
there were 11 roles in the scrim-
mage, each of the Mock Trial 
Wyverns was able to get a part. 
After the scrimmage, awards were 
bestowed upon the best lawyer and 
best witness. Eighth-grader lawyer 
Jordan DiMauro was named the 
best lawyer due to her relentless 
cross-examination of her witness. 

Overall, this year’s trip 
to Harvard was a success. “I 
thought it was very successful, 
I think you all did a very good 
job, we probably had more kids 
new to Mock Trial this year than 
previous years, but everyone 
did really well and performed 
really strongly. I was very 
impressed,” Mr. Costantini said.

He and  Mrs .  Levine 
said they look forward to 
a n o t h e r  s u c c e s s f u l  y e a r. 

A Committee for the Community
by Evelyne Beaule ’23

This year, Mrs. Dunn noti-
fied 11 eighth-grade students 
about a new system in place to 
help our Middle School orga-
nize the numerous fundraising 
ideas that students have and to 
coordinate when they occur. 

The fundraising committee 
consists of eighth-graders Quin 
Kearney, Jordan DiMauro, Alex 
Arnold, Alina Vaughn, Anna-
belle Jacobs, Eli Brandt, Hana 
Roggendorf, Mac Lewis, Madi 
Oh, Olivia Dufresne-Achatz, and 
Sarah Cioffi. These students were 
chosen because they either held a 
fundraiser in the past year or made 
announcements about a cause and 
collected money to support it. 

The committee has four 
roles: two co-chairs, Jordan and 
Quin, one secretary, Sarah, two trea-
surers, Eli and Alina, and regular 

Securing safety
by Sam Bromberg ’23 

Starting after the winter 
break, KO’s campus has been 
undergoing additional safety 
procedures. These extended 
acts of safety include more fire 
drills at various times of the 
day, as well as lockdown drills. 

Most students do not know 
what to do if there is a lock-
down or fire drill during gym 
or lunch because in the past 
these drills only have happened 
during advisee period. If the 
drills are at different times of 
the day, this will help students 
know what to do in any situation. 

Prior to the increased safety 
precautions, the campus has also 
experienced smaller steps designed 
to keep everyone safe. For starters, 
some of the doors into the build-
ings are locked all the time. 

In addition, all the doors are 
locked after a certain time in the 
day. “We also changed the locking 
time of the doors to 4 p.m.,” Head 
of Buildings and Grounds Larry 
Marciano said. A security guard 
also makes his rounds around the 
campus starting after classes end.

Most students do not like 
that some of the doors into the 
building are locked, because it 
restricts how they get to a class. 
“I think that the locked doors are 
pointless,” eighth-grader Ethan 
Shames said. “If someone really 

wanted to come into the school 
and do bad things, they could just 
go through the unlocked doors.” 
However, Shames added that 
he does think it is important for 
students to feel safe at school. 

Students are most inconve-
nienced by the side doors to Roberts 
being locked. These doors are how 
most students arrive to their music 
class, which takes place in Roberts. 
“I don’t like that the side doors 
of Roberts are locked because 
it is usually how I get to band,” 
eighth-grader Arav Kumar said.   

The school also hired a 
professional security inspector to 
make further suggestions of what 
needs to be changed, to keep the 
school safe. This was requested 
by KO’s new Head of School Tom 
Dillow. One of the aspects of KO 
that Mr. Dillow cares the most 
about is that the students feel safe. 

The new security changes 
take some getting used to for 
teachers and students. “At first 
it was confusing, but then we all 
understood which doors we could 
use,” Middle School English 
teacher Mrs. Lynne Levine said. 

“We are looking into more 
and more ways to make the school 
safer. Those ways are having a buzz 
type entry for parents and visi-
tors at the doors,” Mr. Marciano 
said. As the year progresses, KO 
will continue to investigate more 
changes to keep students safe. 

“This committee 
exposes these 
students to a 
great leadership 
role and lots of 
responsibility. The 
students are the 
ones in charge 
and are always 
leading the meet-
ings.”

–Mrs. Dunn

The eighth-grade mock trial team and coaches pose together, pleased after the 
scrimmage at Harvard University in early November. Photo by Seth Cioffi ’23.

Locked doors direct Middle School students. Photo by Sam Bromberg ’23.

board members, Alex, Annabelle, 
Hana, Mac, Madi, and Olivia. 
The positions were decided based 
on what roles students voted for. 

The fundraising committee 
meets once every week to discuss 
how they can raise money. In 
order for a specific fundraiser 
to be chosen, students have to 
make a pitch to the group that 
includes the organization and 
how the money is to be raised. 

Before this system, too 
many fundraisers were being 
pitched to Mrs. Dunn; therefore, 
the committee was formed to 
improve how they would choose 
each fundraiser. “We choose 
three different fundraisers for 
the first semester and three for 
the second,” Co-chair Quin said.

The most common fund-
raising ideas are dress down days 
or requesting that students donate 
items, such as toys or food.  One 
dress down day per month is 
allowed; therefore, one fundraiser 
is assigned to each month.The 

“Our goals for 
the future are to 
raise more money 
and help the 
less fortunate by 
contributing to the 
community.” 
–Jordan DiMauro

Fundraising Committee Co-Chairs 
Quin Kearney and Jordan DiMauro. 
Photo by Alex Arnold ’23.

fundraisers for the first semester 
were March For Our Lives, which 
was a dress down day and walkout, 
pitched by Jordan and Quin. The 
day before winter break was a 
Pajama day which raised money 
for CCMC (Connecticut Chil-
dren’s Medical Center) pitched by 
eighth-grader Hallie Braunstein. 

Lastly, a dress down day 
and animal photo contest was 
held on January 18th. This event 
included a free photoshoot with a 
student’s pet for Animal Fostering 
and Animal Safety, pitched by 
sixth-grader Miya Scranton for the 
Animal Fostering Organization.

“I think that this committee 
exposes these students to a great 
leadership role and lots of respon-
sibility,” said Faculty Advisor 
Mrs. Dunn. “The students are 
the ones in charge and are 
always leading the meetings.”

Co-chairs Quin and Jordan 
both believe that the committee 
is effective and raises a lot of 
money because of the fundraisers. 
“Our goals for the future are to 
raise more money and help the 
less fortunate by contributing 
to the community,” said Jordan.

Three more fundraisers 
will be considered for the second 
semester of this year. Students 
who would like to make a pitch 
can attend a meeting during 
advisee group or a study hall.



18 THURSDAY
January 31, 2019 MS Features MS  Features THURSDAY

January 31, 2019 19

Every year in the weeks 
leading to winter break, the 
Kingswood Oxford Middle 
School community donates 
Christmas presents to children 
throughout greater Hartford. 

They put these presents 
under a Christmas tree located 
in the Middle School’s Oxford 
hall, known as the Giving Tree.

The Giving Tree tradition 
was started by former longtime 
KO Middle School English teacher 
Mrs. Nancy Horowitz, years ago. 
She was inspired by Mrs. Christine 
Davis who also used to work at KO. 

Mrs.  Davis was very 
involved in her community and 
told Mrs. Horowitz that children 
in her community weren’t getting 
Christmas gifts because their fami-
lies couldn’t afford to buy them. 

After years of leading this 
tradition of giving back to the 
community, Mrs. Horowitz left 
the Middle School and looked for 
someone to carry on the tradition.

Middle School Spanish 
teacher Mrs. Erika Costan-
tini quickly stepped up and 
offered to continue organizing it. 

“I wanted these families to 
wake up Christmas morning to a 
really special gift,” Mrs. Costantini 
said. She also mentioned that she 
wanted to continue the Giving Tree 
for her advisees and that the Giving 
Tree  is part of her Christmas now.

In the Middle School the 
Giving Tree is a big operation 
with multiple people helping out. 
It all starts with Mrs. Horowitz 
supplying Mrs. Costantini with a list 
of children, their age, their gender, 

and what gift they would like. 
T h e n  M r s .  C o s t a n -

tini’s advisee group makes 
tags with this information 
to be hung up on the tree. 

Next, members of the King-
swood Oxford community take 
a tag and buy the requested gift. 
As a thank you for supplying a 
gift they receive a candy cane. 

Lastly, history teacher 
Mr.  Andy Krugman helps 
to deliver all of these gifts. 

English teacher Mrs. Lynne 
Levine said that the reason members 
of the KO community don’t wrap 
the gift is so the children’s parents 
can wrap the item for their child.

Eighth-Grader student 

At the beginning of every 
school year the eighth grade 
students all load into a bus 
and drive to Camp Winona in 
Maine, ready for class bonding 
and some fun in the sun.

The eighth grade Winona trip 
has been going on for many years at 
KO. The trip is led by Form 2 Dean 
and science teacher Clay Miles.

Mr. Miles has been teaching 
at KO for 29 years, and has been 
going to Camp Winona for 34 
years where he was both a camper 
and is still a counselor. The trip 
started as an orientation trip for 
the grade so that everyone has a 
chance to get to know one another 
outside of the classroom. “The 
trip gets everyone out of their 
comfort zone,” Mr. Miles said. 

He said he thinks that it is 
important that everyone tries some-
thing new that they are not experts 
at, like camping or canoeing. 

This trip entails a five hour 
bus drive to Bridgton, Maine where 

Eighth-grade trip to Winona: 
an adventure to remember

Camp Winona is located on Lake 
Winona. Here is where the students 
make lifelong memories with their 
classmates to begin their final 
middle school year. “My friends 
and I had a good time staying 
up late to talk and play cards,” 
eighth-grader Pierce Flynn said.

The trip lasts three days, two 

of which are spent a on a camping 
trip. The grade is split into a few 
groups consisting of around 10 
students each. To get to their camp-
site each student must canoe or 
kayak on Lake Winona with their 
belongings until the group reaches 
their designated area for the night.  

English teacher and advisor 

Beth Repp has gone on the trip 
three times. She said that the 
trip teaches the students how to 
rough it, by which Mrs. Repp 
means the camping part of the 
trip. The students stay in tents, 
cook dinner and breakfast by the 
fire and enjoy other fun activities. 

Some groups even took 

the boats out at night. ¨It was 
amazing to be out on the 
water, and see the clear sky,”  
eighth- grader Elliot Shani said.

E v e n  s o m e  o f  t h e 
seniors still remember their 
good times at camp Winona,

Some students loved the 
outdoors, while others hated 
it. ¨There were so many bugs,” 
senior Tally Halcombe said.  

Others enjoyed sleeping 
outside overnight. ̈  Camping over-
night was a interesting experience,¨ 
senior Michael Autorino said. 

However, most students 
agreed that overall the trip was  good 
fun and a great way to make friends.

The trip provides a great 
opportunity for new eighth-graders 
to get to know their classmates. 
“The trip helped me get a foot in the 
door and develop some relation-
ships that made the first day easier,” 
eighth-grader Maggie Dwyer said. 

No doubt, this trip will 
continue to engage the eighth 
grade students for years and 
help foster new friendships. 

by Ethan Shames ’23

S t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n 
required to  take a  publ ic 
speaking class in seventh grade 
for at least the past 15 years. 

So four years ago, current 
Head of the Middle School Ann 
Sciglimpaglia, also known as Ms. 
Scig, and science teacher Clay 
Miles decided to give the students an 
opportunity to utilize the skills that 
the students learned in their class.

When Ms. Scig was Co-Form 
2 Dean with Mr. Miles, they had a 
collective idea to begin a tradition 
of eighth-graders giving a speech 
on a topic of their choice to the 
entire Middle School community. 

When she became the only 
Form 2 Dean, she decided to imple-
ment the idea. “When the topic 
of the speech is important to the 
speaker, it is the most memorable,” 
Ms. Scig said. ”Typical topics 
are ones about family members 
or friends, past experiences, or 
ones just to make people laugh.”

Ms. Scig said there were 
many funny speeches, but her 
favorites were about anything from 
M&M’s to summer camps, choco-
late chip cookies, and dad jokes. 

Ms. Scig thought that it was 
very important that every eighth-
grader should have the chance 
to give a speech. “I think it has 
become a rite of passage, and I 
think it’s a great way to show off 
what they have learned in public 
speaking,” she said. “I think it’s 
a great way to show leadership, 

I think it’s a great way to show 
community, and a great way to say 
goodbye to the Middle School.” 

Ms. Scig is happy with how 
it has played out. “I think it has 
grown over the years to be much 
more thoughtful and personal,” 
she said. “Kids would either talk 
about relatives, sports, and things 
the kids had done to impress 
other kids. However eventu-
ally the kids figured out that the 
speech wasn’t about it, it was 
about them, and they were much 
more personal and authentic, 
and when they are personal and 
authentic, everybody is in on it, 
and it makes it that much better.”

Eighth-grader Aarav Kumar 
said he enjoyed the overall experi-
ence. “People enjoyed it. However, 
it did turn out worse than I thought 
it would be because the video I had 
set up, the audio and the anima-
tion were not in sync,”  he said.

Arav came up with his idea 
because of his love of anima-
tion. “I really like watching 
animation online, and I tried 
to make it my hobby.  When it 
came time to my eighth grade 
speech, I decided to do it about 
something I’m interested in.”

Arav had his idea planned 
out for a long time.“I had the 
animation planned out over the 
summer, but the specifics in the 
speech were decided later.” Ms. 
Scig believes giving speeches 
will remain a very important tradi-
tion and a positive experience for 
eighth-graders for years to come. 

Mathieu Champagne takes a tag 
every year. “I think it is a nice 
way to feel like you are really 
helping someone out instead 
of just getting gifts,” he said.

 Mrs. Levine said that to her 
it is part of the Christmas season. 
Mrs. Levine knew Mrs. Davis 
and enjoys helping out because 

“It is a great project. I think 
about how much my family has 
and I realize that if we don’t buy 
things for these kids, they won’t 
get one present. It is so important 
that they get at least one,” she said.

Every year around Christmas 
time the Kingswood Oxford 
Middle School will continue to 
give back to the greater community.

MS students give back

by Theo Stephan ’23

by Elliot Shani ’23

Eighth-graders
deliver speeeches

Eighth-graders leap into the lake at Camp Winona in what was an exciting bonding trip. Photo by Clay Miles.

The MS Giving Tree gives back to community. Photo by Elliot Shani ’23.
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Middle Schoolers enjoy tasty 
mid-morning snack tradition
by Alex Arnold ’23

Everybody loves snacks, so 
why not add them to the school 
day? When Middle School math 
teacher Mrs. Jane Repp was the 
Director of the Middle School, 
she began the tradition of snacks. 
“We started having snacks in 
the Middle School when we 
changed the schedule to have a 
four period day instead of a seven 
period day, and that was prob-

ably ten years ago,” she said. 
After that snacks become an 

event almost every day, for a KO 
Middle School student.  At first 
snacks were a big hit. However, “It 
must have been like three or four 
years ago and every single student 
government speech was about 
snack, and what they wanted, and 
what they were going to make 
happen for snack,” said Mrs. Repp.

A variety of snacks are 
offered in the Middle School, 

from Fruit Roll Ups to Goldfish. 
The biggest hits, however, are 
Smartfood, Gushers, Fruit Roll 
Ups, and Goldfish. There are 
restrictions though on the foods 
that are served in the Middle 
School because some people 
have allergies, and snacks have 
to meet nutritional requirements. 

The Middle School gives 
Head Chef Mr. Brian Woerlen 
a budget for the snacks and he 
orders them.  “Mr Woerlen brings 
the snacks over on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, and Thursdays,” said 
Middle School Administrative 
Assistant Ms. Brittany Dix. “Each 
snack cannot cost more than 
twenty-five cents per person.” 

Students seem to be a little 
disappointed on Wednesdays 
because there is no snack on this 
day, since it is a short day. “We 
decided that on Wednesdays 
that there will be no snack,” said 
Mrs. Repp. Friday is also a no 
snack day, because of advisee 
snack during the advisee block.

Even though Kingswood 
Oxford students are respectful of 
the rules, sometimes they want an 
extra snack. This is mostly when 
there are extra snacks that the 
students try and take more. Ms. 
Dix is the snack server, so when 
kids try to steal  an extra snack she 
has to prevent them while simul-
taneously having to remember 
who already has had a snack. 

Despite this small problem, 
snack has been a great addi-
tion to the Middle School, and 
students look forward to it. 

KO welcomes 
Mr. Gurganas

Ms. Dix gives a snack to Quin Kearney ’23. Photo by Alex Arnold ’23.

by Devin Wolff, ’23

There is a new teacher in 
the Chinese classroom who has 
brought his experience with both 
Chinese language and culture 
to his students. Chinese teacher 
Jeff Gurganas has taught both 
English and Chinese during 
his past years of teaching. 

M r.  G u r g a n a s  w e n t 
to Watford College in Spar-
tanburg, South Carolina. “I 
majored in Chinese in college, 
and always had an interest in 
Asian art,” Mr. Gurganas said. 

“I like everything about 
Chinese, from the culture to the 
language and the country; I like all 
parts,” Mr. Gurganas said. That is 
how he learned Chinese. He really 
just has a good feel for the language.  

“He is very nice teacher and 
he comes up with good ideas to 
make Chinese class fun,” eighth-
grader Elliot Shani said. “Over three 
years my experience has showed 
me that Chinese is really hard and 
boring, but this year it has gotten 
a little bit less boring and easier.”

Eighth-grader Andreas 
Rollán said Mr. Gurganas has made 
learning Chinese very enjoyable.

“This is my first year in 
Chinese and it is really hard, but 
I like it a lot so far and I really 
like Mr. Gurganas because he is 
really nice and always helps me,” 
Andreas said. “Also we always do 
really fun activities in class that 
help me learn Chinese better.”

Mr. Gurganas is not only 
a teacher; he also is the assis-

tant boys A basketball coach. He 
brings good energy to the team, is 
always positive and will always 
gives players a high five. “I have 
really enjoyed being part of the 
basketball team this year and have 
enjoyed helping [boys A basket-
ball coach Matt] Kocay,” Mr. 
Gurganas said. He will be coaching 
track and field in the spring.

KO students said they 
are enjoying the enthusiasm 
that  Mr.  Gurganas br ings 
to class and to the court. 

 Jeff Gurganus, Chinese teacher 
extraordinaire. Photo courtesy of  
Devin Wolff ’23.

Gov. for the students
by Ethan Leshem ’23

In every aspect of school 
life, faculty members are in 
control,  except in Student 
Government .  The Student 
Government plans students’ 
social events such as dances, 
holiday celebrations and more. 

Students who want to run for 
Student Government must make a 
speech. If they run for the major 
roles of Treasurer or President, they 
speak to the entire Middle School. 

However, if they want to 
be a Form Representative they 
speak only to their grade. After 
a day or two of campaigning, 

the students go to a “voting 
booth” or Assistant Director of 
the Middle School Mrs. Dunn’s 
office to cast their votes. This year, 
eighth-grader Ethan Leshem was 
elected president; eighth-grader 
Madison Oh was elected vice 
president and eighth-grader Jacob 
Joseph is this year’s treasurer. 

Mrs. Dunn is the leader 
of Student Government and 
has been for 15 years. “I expect 
social events each year, Field 
Day and what students want to 
have each year and what they 
are motivated to have,” she said.

In previous years the only 
events student government dealt 

with were the dances and Field 
Day. Mrs. Dunn said she has 
experimented with new alterna-
tives because some kids don’t 
like the dances. “Some of the 
dance alternatives had gone great 
like the Monster Mash Pumpkin 
Bash and the students will defi-
nitely agree,” Mrs. Dunn said. 
The Pumpkin Bash had a donut 
eating competition, pumpkin 
carving and a pumpkin decorating 
contest. In addition, the Pumpkin 
Bash had a spikeball tournament. 

Eighth-grader Ethan Shames 
also commented on the changes 
to social events: “Mixed feel-
ings, some events have gone 
great like the Pumpkin Bash and 
the dances have also gone really 
great in the past too,” he said.

Any student is welcome to 
attend a meeting and may choose 
to help plan and run events. “It all 
depends on how motivated they are 
because they could be a bystander 
and sit in the background or they 
could volunteer and be into it,” 
she said. The newcomers can also 
volunteer for helping out with 
Field Day or setting up events. 
Upcoming events include a dance 
in January and two other events that 
the Student Government will plan,

Student Government Officers Madi Oh, Jacob Joseph and Ethan Leshem. 
Photo by Kathy Dunn.

Drake: a review
by Quin Kearney ’23

Since I am a big fan of 
hip-hop music, Drake, also 
known as Champagne Papi, is 
one of my main idols. He is an 
obvious role model because of his 
successful career, his unique heri-
tage, and because he is just a good 
person who shows his generosity. 

 Drake has a unique 
ethnic and religious background. 
His father is an African-Amer-
ican Catholic, and his mother 
is white, Canadian, and Jewish. 
While he considers himself to 
be a black man, according to the 
website Factinate,  “Being Jewish 
is kind of a cool twist,” he said.

Drake’s parents divorced 
when he was five, and he was raised 
by his mother in Toronto, Canada. 
He attended Jewish day school, had 
a Bar Mitzvah, and celebrated the 
Jewish holidays with his mother.

“ B e i n g  a n  o u t s i d e r 
made me stronger,” Drake 
said  during an interview. 

His high school experience 
was not easy. It was a time of loneli-
ness and feeling different. “Nobody 
understood what it was like to be 
black and Jewish,” he said. Drake 
later dropped out of school to 

pursue his acting career and only 
has a high school education.

Drake began his career as 
an actor in the show Degrassi and 
voicing a mammoth named Ethan 
in Ice Age: Continental Drift. 
Although he almost took a day job 
working at a restaurant, music ran in 
his family, so he followed that path. 

This path was evidently 
the correct one to take consid-
ering that he later went on to 
become one of the world’s 
most popular recording artist. 

He had 2016’s best-selling 
single with “One Dance,” and 
“Views” was the third best-selling 
album in the world. The single 
hits, “God’s Plan” and “In My 
Feelings,” were both very popular 
appearing at number 1 on the 
top 100 charts throughout 2018.

Drake’s music video for 
his popular song “God’s Plan,” 
shows him buying things for 
people in need, which portrays 
his caring and humanitarian side. 

Drake is a very good role 
model for young people who 
are trying to make a differ-
ence. His well-earned popu-
larity spreads far beyond his 
amazing music. He continues to 
impress people around the world.
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Hockey Night scores in 2019
by Jacob Knowles  ’20

On Friday, Jan. 4, two buses 
full of students and the Kingswood 
Oxford hockey team took a trip to 
the International Skating Center 
in Simsbury, CT for Kingswood 
Oxford’s annual Hockey Night. 

Hockey Night began at 
7:00 p.m. and went until 10:00 
p.m..This hockey game is one 
that the students, faculty, and 
players look forward to every year.

After the emphatic game, 
the ice rink opened up for a free 
skate for everyone. Also, ice skates 
were supplied to students who did 
not have their own pair of skates. 

The only expenses at 
the event were the actual 
entry fee, food, and drinks. 

T h e  s t u d e n t s  s a i d 
that they enjoyed the game. 

“The game was really 
fun to watch, but the free skate 
with all your friends is really 
a blast,” junior Kyler Dzeilak 
said, “I don’t even know how 
to skate but it was still fun.” 

The free skate was an 
hour long from 9:00 p.m. 
to 10:00 p.m. right after the 
conc lus ion  o f  the  game. 

Many students got to 
try skating for the first time 
and even learned how to skate 
from some of their more expe-
rienced fr iends,  al l  while 
laughing and having a good time.

On this night, the hockey 

team faced off against Hamden Hall 
Country Day School, where they 
played a great game, dominating 
their opponent with a 9-1 win. 

Multiple different players 
on the team scored and the whole 
crowd went crazy with each 
goal scored. Spanish teacher 
Ronald Garcia said that the 
fans were incredible and the 
team put in a fantastic effort. 

The bleachers were packed 
with students all wearing their 
hockey jerseys, KO apparel, and 
mostly their hockey night- T-shirts.
The hockey night T-shirts are a 
large part of the annual tradition. 

In  school ,  the  week 
before the event these shirts 
are sold for $20 each, which 
allows a student to have a 
dress down day on that Friday.

The shirt also grants them 
free access to Hockey Night. 

Senior Garth Swanson 
played very well knocking in 
three goals for Kingswood 
Oxford, along with junior 
Karstian Lang who scored two 
goals, and a few other players 
who each scored a goal a piece. 

“The intensity in rink is 
amazing,” Karstian said after 

the game, “and the energy from 
the fans in the bleachers really 
makes for a great environment 
to play in. It’s a lot of fun.”

A few years back King-
swood Oxford’s  r ink was 
taken down in order to intro-
duce a new athletic facility. 

Since then Hockey Night has 
been moved and held off campus, 
in Simsbury, and of those few years 
of having the event off campus, 
this year’s turnout was the best.

“Hockey Night was always 
my favorite event of the year, so I 
am really happy that  we had a large 
turnout and spirited crowd for my 
last year,” senior Lian Wolman said. 

The venue is 30 minutes 
away from campus, so in prior 
years, many students did not 
attend due to the long trip. 

But this year the commu-
nity came together and made this 
Hockey Night a special one for sure. 

KO had to get two large 
fan buses in order to accom-
modate all the students who 
were going to the hockey game. 

A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  f a n 
buses, many students drove 
themselves  to  the  venue.

Given the success of 
this year’s Hockey Night, it is 
clear that the tradition won’t 
come to an end anytime soon. 

Everyone had a blast at 
the event, and the community 
is definitely looking forward 
to seeing the tradition carry 
on into the coming years. 

Roberts Theater on fire
by Casey Qi  ’19

On Tuesday, Jan. 7, several 
firetrucks pulled up to Roberts. 

Dean of Students Will 
Gilyard said that he pulled the 
fire alarm after discovering a 
“stage fire” in Roberts theater. 

“There was a mechanical 
malfunction with the stage in 
Roberts, causing a fire in the 
control room,” Mr. Gilyard 
said. “I saw the security guard 
trying to figure out what was 
going on, and when we opened 
the door to the control room, we 
found white smoke coming out.” 

Mr. Gilyard said that it was 
when they located the smoke that 
he pulled the fire alarm.“The trucks 
arrived within an hour,” he said. 
“And luckily no one was hurt.”

Director of Facilities Larry 
Marciano explained the cause 
of the accident. “The wires that 
receive current from the main 
elevator room to operate the 
stage lift became tangled up and 
disconnected,” he said. “When 
this happened it caused a short 
that knocked out the power and 
caused a plastic circuit board 
that controls the transformer in 
the elevator to melt and smoke.” 

Mr. Marciano said that there 
was no fire but only the smell of 
melting plastic and the smoke 
from the plastic melting. “The fire 
department came, and the power 
was shut down to the unit and 

the building aired out,” he said. 
“Al l  th i s  exc i tement 

lasted two hours with no other 
damage occurring, and at no 
time was anyone in danger of an 
injury and no one was harmed.”

Mr. Marciano said that 
the lift has been repaired and 
that all wires are appropriately 
harnessed, confirming that all is 
well in the theater orchestra pit. 

Senior Ben Small said he 
found the response comforting. 
“I was with some friends, and 
we all smelled what appeared 
to be burning wood,” Ben said. 
“It’s great that even though the 
‘fire’ wasn’t that dangerous, 
KO and the fire department 
responded appropr ia te ly.”

When the fire trucks drove 
up, many students were still 
at their after school commit-
ments and had no idea of what 
was happening on campus. 

“I was at practice when the 
fire trucks actually came but right 

“All this excite-
ment lasted two 
hours with no 
other damage 
occurring.”           
–Mr. Marciano

when I got out and went into the 
locker room people were yelling at 
me to go look at Roberts,” senior 
Lian Wolman said. “Everyone 
in the locker room was specu-
lating what was happening but 
know one really knew the actual 
reason for the fire trucks’ arrival.” 

Some students were in 
Roberts for their after school activ-
ities during this time. “Somebody 
came into the room and told us we 
needed to evacuate because of a 
fire but there were no alarms going 
off,” senior Maeve McDonald said,  
“but, when I started leaving the 
building, the alarms started going 
off and I saw the firetrucks drive up.  

Junior Esha Kataria said 
that it got very chaotic. “I was 
trying to get picked up, but all the 
entrances were blocked with fire 
trucks,” she said. “It took like a 
half an hour for my mom to come 
get me. But I’m glad they took 
the proper safety precautions.” 

Senior Ali Meizels said 
she was rehearsing for the 
musical when the Building and 
Grounds crew told everyone to 
leave. “We didn’t know there 
was a fire but when we left we 
saw all the fire trucks,” she said. 

“It  wasn’t  scary, just 
weird.” Thankfully, no one was 
hurt and school resumed safely 
the next day. “I’m just happy 
that everyone was safe and the 
fire department responded in 
a timely manner,” Esha said. 

Rabbi Philip Lazowski 
inspires KO students

Enriching class discus-
sion, Holocaust survivor Rabbi 
Philip Lazowski attended KO’s 
International Human Rights 
class on Jan. 15, at 2:00 p.m.

As a witness of the atroci-
ties of the Holocaust, Rabbi 
Lazowski will never forget 
what he lived through as a boy. 

I n  2 0 1 4 ,  h e  s h a r e d 
his stories at an assembly to 
the entire KO student body. 

Rabbi Lazowski was born 
in 1930 in a region of Poland 
ruled by Communist Russia until 
1941. When the Germans invaded 
his hometown of Bielica, Rabbi 
Lazowski was separated from his 
family and had to survive on his 
own. In 2006, Rabbi Lazowski’s 
autobiographical account of the 
Holocaust, “Faith and Destiny,” 
was published, taking its place next 
to the several other novels he wrote. 

For the past five years, he 
was instrumental in the Senate’s 
passing of The Holocaust and 
Genocide Education and Aware-
ness Act, in his role as a chap-
lain to the state Senate. The law 
commenced the teaching of 
genocides at public schools in 
Connecticut. The International 
Human Rights class activity 
asked questions during Rabbi 

by Taline Norsigian ’19 Lazowski’s stay. Students said 
they appreciated his contributions 
to their previous discussions on 
the Holocaust, other genocides, 
human rights, and current events. 

“I thought the speaker 
was absolutely amazing,” senior 
Ayla Schumann said. “I feel so 
lucky to have had the oppor-
tunity to hear his stories.”

J u n i o r  J o h n  D o a r 
agreed that what he had to 
say  was  ve ry  impor tan t . 

“I thought he was really 
inspiring,” he said.“It was 
incredible that he believed in 
God while he went through 
the tragedies of the Holocaust 
and his faith was so strong.”

Rabbi  Lazowski  sa id 
in order to remember geno-
cides, communities must start 
spreading awareness .“You 
have to be able to stand up for 
justice,” Rabbi Lazowski said.

“After hearing him speak, 
I think that it is crucial to learn 
about genocide in school,” Ayla 
said. “We need to be better. We 
should never joke about these 
tragedies, but certainly learn 
about them and from them.”

While not every student has 
heard Rabbi Lazowski’s words 
directly, they still hold crucial 
meaning to our understanding 
of survival and remembrance.

Kingswood Oxford’s hockey team anxiously awaits the start of the game. Photo by David Newman.
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Girls squash smashes its way to 
victory after mid-season hiccup

The girls varsity squash 
team started out the season with 
a 4-0 record, beating teams such 
as The Ethel Walker School with 
an impressive score of 6-1, and 
sweeping Suffield Academy, 
Millbrook School, and Canter-
bury School with a 7-0 score. 

It wasn’t until back to back 
losses against Choate Rosemary 
Hall and Westminster School 
that the team struggled a little 
bit. The only person to win in 
both matches was sophomore 
Isabelle Berckemeyer. She played 
a tough match in the number 
three slot, pulling out a win. 

“After those tough losses, 
everyone decided to set new 
goals for the remainder of the 
season,” Head Coach Cameron 
Biondi said. “The goals could be 
as broad as having confidence 
when playing or as specific as 
improving their drop shot.”

The goals that each player 
set seem to have improved 
the players’ skill. This can be 
seen in a recent 5-2 victory 
over Kent School on Jan. 19. 

“We had multiple players 
who performed well,” Coach 
Biondi said. “We had a shortage 

of players so a lot of players 
were playing up. I’m very 
proud of many of the players.” 

There were two players 
whose performances made them 

stand out. The first was senior 
Claudia Petrie. Petrie normally 
plays in the fifth slot, but due to a 
shortage of players, she had to play 
in the fourth spot. In the first game, 

she couldn’t pull out a win. But, 
after the hard defeat, Petrie went 
on to win the next three games, 
and the whole match. “Claudia 
recentered herself after the loss 

and went on to win the match,” 
Coach Biondi said. “I was very 
impressed by that, and that’s 
why she stood out in that match.” 

Another stand out player 
was freshman Amrita Nata-
rajan. Natarajan’s match was the 
closest out of all the match ups. 
She played a five game match, 
winning multiple times in extra 
points. Finally, after the long and 
grueling match, she pulled out the 
win. “It was the first five game 
match she won,” Coach Biondi 
said. “Everyone was so happy 
for her, and she got praise and 
congratulations from everyone.”  

The team then faced a 
talented Taft School on Saturday, 
Jan. 26 where they lost 6-1.

Even though things look 
like they are turning around for 
the Wyverns, a challenging rest of 
the season lies ahead. With tour-
naments such as the High School 
Nationals and New Englands, 
the girls need to stay focused 
and continue to set and follow 
through with their goals if they 
want to win in the big tournaments. 

The girls have a upcoming 
squash tournament at Avon Old 
Farms School this Friday, Feb. 
1, where they hope to build 
some momentum as they reach 

by Conor Caneday ’21

Senior Claudia Petrie prepares to smash the ball against her opponnent from Millbrook. Photo by David Newman.

Wyverns dive into pool hoping for success
The boys and girls swim-

ming and diving teams are keeping 
pace in the pool as they approach 
the middle of the season; they are 
led by senior captains Thomas 
Betts and Ellis Winfree and junior 
captain Esha Shrivastav. The boys 
have their minds set on winning 
New Englands with a record of 5-1 
while the girls hope to better their 
scores and improve on working 
together with a record of 0-5. 

The Wyverns have many 
important meets this year but thus 
far the KO Invitational has been 
their most competitive. The boys 
team grabbed the invitational win 
with a full score of 195 points. 

“The most important meet 
for me so far was the KO invi-
tational,” Betts said. “It is great 
to host so many schools at once 
and have lots of competition.”  

The KO Invitational encour-
ages the boys team to be part of 
past traditions.  “The invitational is 
very important for us because the 
younger kids on the team are able 
to learn the atmosphere of what 
championships are like,” sopho-
more Eden Nenshati said. The 
Wyverns competed in many events 
that day and came in first in the 50 
meter freestyle, 100 yard under-
water relay, and the diving events.

The boys team then headed 
to Florida for a winter holiday 
training period.  “Florida is a time 
where we are pushed to our limit,” 

Nenshati said. The team has hard 
practices and everyone on the team 
tries their hardest to work on the 
small details to better their skills. 

They fly, swim, sleep, walk, 
and eat together over a week period. 
“Florida is a great place for team 
bonding, and we had secret santa 
and got to go to Disney,” sopho-
more Walter Kraus said. Addition-
ally, the team sleeps four to a room, 
so whether they like it or not, they 
get to know each other quite well.

The team then jumped back 
into the pool against Northfield 
Mount Hermon and sneaked away 
with the win with a score of 95-85.  
They started the day off with a win 
in the 200 medley led by junior 
Ben Zamstein, junior Jamie Amell, 
Winfree, and freshman Zeno Chen. 
The team also took first place in 
the diving events, the 200 IM, 
100 free, and the 100 butterfly. 

The team worked hard 
together and the following week 
shut down Avon Old Farms, 
winning by 11 points, 96-85.

Standout performances of 
the day were junior Nick Traver 
who finished first in the 200 
meter free and the 100 meter free.  
Zamstein took an early lead in the 
400 meter free, finishing first while 
Winfree swept away another first 
place finish in the 50 meter free. 
The team then traveled to Suff-
ield Academy where the Wyverns 
came out with another win. 

All these wins are results 
of hardwork and dedication in all 

of the  practices. “In practice, we 
have been working on building 
good habits and improving 
fitness levels,” Betts said.  

Head Coach Alex Kraus 
explained that practices are 
designed to cycle through all 
exercises pertinent to swimming 
and diving. They have certain 
practices dedicated to tech-
niques, strokes, and isolation of 
certain body parts including the 
arms, biceps, triceps, kicking, 
heart and lungs, and endurance.  

The team has many strengths 
throughout each event and each 
practice. “In the water or out of 
the water, we all have our different 
strengths,”  Walter Kraus said. 

The team also has many 
versatile swimmers who may 
specialize in certain events but 
can swim in almost any other 
event.  The team is willing to 
work hard and gets pumped 
before every game together. All 
members of the team are compat-
ible with one another and bring 
a level of enthusiasm which is 
sustained through the entirety of 
each meet. “The older kids tend 
to teach the less comfortable kids 
and everyone has really great 
sportsmanship,” Coach Kraus said.  

The girls team is short in 
numbers as they do not have many 
swimmers, but they make up in 
their spirit as they always cheer one 
another on. The girls’ record does 
not reflect the amount of hard work 
they put in each day at practice.  

Although the girls team 
have yet to win a meet, they 
continue to devote themselves 
to working hard each day in 
their pursuit of their first victory. 

The KO Invitational was a 
learning experience and despite 
placing sixth in the meet, the team 
refused to give up. The girls swam 
consistently throughout the after-
noon with newcomers competing 
in events they had never tried. 
The afternoon was deemed a 
success after the small Wyvern 
team became closer and realized 
what they needed to work on.  

The next two meets resulted 
in losses against Northfield Mount 
Hermon School and Suffield, but 
the Wyverns endured and proved 
that it took more than a couple of 
losses to beat down their spirits.  

The individual meets are an 
accumulation of small victories 
focused on gradual improvement 
with the end goal being to put all 
their training towards a good show 
in Founders and New Englands.  

Head Coach Kata Baker 
said that the goals for this year’s 
swimmers are to always push 
themselves to go a distance longer 
and to achieve their best times. 
The swimmers worked hard and 
focused on supporting and staying 
close with fellow teammates. 
“This is a rebuilding year, so our 
goals are to make everyone more 
comfortable,” Coach Baker said.  

There are only 10 swim-
mers on the girls team so they 

are still trying to work together 
and find their more comfortable 
events. “The team’s goals this 
year are simply to keep working 
on getting better as individual 
swimmers and to get closer to 
our teammates,” Shrivastav said. 
The girls are focused on growing 
and developing as swimmers.  

To accomplish these goals, 
the team has to work hard in 
every practice and push them-
selves to become better.  Coach 
Baker pointed out that this is the 
middle of the year which means 
that fatigue rises, and they have 
to push through the tougher days.

Coach Baker takes notes 
during meets so she can focus on 
the specifics during practice. The 
team does a lot of drill work, but 
this is also the fun part of the year 
because they usually have a meet 
every Wednesday and Saturday. 

The team’s strengths lie in 
their ability to be close with one 
another and to always communi-
cate with one another. “Everyone is 
always ready to work hard and get 
better, and is always encouraging 
and supportive of other swimmers’ 
goals,” Shrivastav said. All swim-
mers on the team are very versatile 
and many can swim freestyle but 
also have the ability to compete 
in a relay or long distance race.  

 The boys  and gi r l s 
swimming and diving teams 
have their next away meet 
on Saturday, Feb. 2, at 3:15 
against Saint George’s School.  

by Keegan McMahon  ’21



22 THURSDAY
January 31, 2019 Sports Sports THURSDAY

January 31, 2019 23

Boys squash is off to a rough 
start this season with a 1-6 record 
but the team is looking to improve 
going into the end of the season.

On Wednesday, Jan. 9, the 
boys squash team traveled to 
Westminster School where they 
lost 2-5. On Saturday, Jan. 12, 
the Wyverns beat Portsmouth 
Abbey School in a close 4-3 
match. This marked the squash 
team’s first win of the season, and 
it happened in exciting fashion. 

“Everyone on the team 
played hard and fought for extra 
points,” senior Eryk Jones said. 
Wins in this match included 
junior Matt Marottolo, sophomore 
Henry Krieble, freshman Teddy 
Keegan, and senior Sam Mazo.

On Wednesday, Jan. 16, the 
team traveled to Choate Rose-
mary Hall to face off against both 
Choate and Avon Old Farms, but 
unfortunately the Wyverns were  
unable to win a match, losing 
to both Choate and AOF 7-0.

On Saturday, Jan. 19, the 
Wyverns hosted  Kent School where 
they were missing four crucial 
players, and unfortunately the team 
couldn’t pull out a win and lost 7-0.

On Wednesday, Jan. 23, 
KO traveled to Loomis Chaffee 
School where they faced a very 
talented opponent, and lost 7-0.

On Saturday, Jan. 26, 

the Wyverns hosted Millbrook 
School where they lost in a close 
4-3 match. This was a hard fought 
match that came down to the wire 
for the Wyverns, but unfortunately 
the injury of Mazo during his 
match made it difficult to recover.

Senior Captain Aidan Shea 
expressed how it is difficult to 
get wins because of the level of 
competition that the Wyverns 
face on a match-to-match basis. 
“It’s so hard for us because we 

play boarding schools,” Shea said. 
Since KO is facing many schools 
that heavily recruit during the 
regular season, they often find 
themselves in tough matches.

Despite the fact that the 
competition tends to be more 
skilled, that hasn’t stopped the KO 
team from working hard. “We’ve 
done well at improving the funda-
mentals of our game so we can 
bring our playing to the next level,” 
Marottolo said. Shea also added that 

by Nick Traver ’20

Despite tough losses, boys squash 
hopes for post-season success

this is one of the hardest working 
teams he has ever played on. 

Head Coach Robby Lingashi 
explained how the team is finding 
some success after the building 
season last year. “This year we 
look much stronger than last year 
and there is a lot of young players,” 
he said. “We are only gradu-
ating three players from varsity.” 

S h e a  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
team has great  chemistry. 
“We get along really well 

with each other,” Shea said. 
Marot tolo added that 

this season the team has really 
come together and supported 
each other despite adversity.

Both Shea and Marot-
tolo are hoping to overcome 
this rough patch and finish this 
season strong. “We hope to get 
a few more wins,” Shea said. 

Maro t to lo  was  more 
ambitious. “One goal we have 
this season is to win New 
England’s,” Marottolo said. 
“We’ve come within one point 
within the last couple of years 
and want to finish it off this time.” 

Coach Lingashi echoed 
Marottolo’s optimism. “I think 
we are going to do good in 
New England’s,” he said. “Last 
year we came in second nd this 
year, with the way  the guys 
are playing, we can win it.”

The boys squash team 
mainly plays Class A schools 
during the regular season’ 
however, they play in the Class 
C New England Championship. 

The team is hoping that 
its experience in tough matches 
will help them win the trophy 
they’ve been so close to obtaining 
in the recent years. Even though 
the Wyverns haven’t compiled 
many wins this season, they 
still show tremendous improve-
ment that will hopefully propel 
them to success in the future. Senior Captain Aidan Shea shows great technique and balance as he lines up a backhand. Photo by David Newman 

Junior varsity players of the moment 
impact their teams on the hardwood
Girls squash

Girls basketball

Boys squash

Boys basketballThe JV girls squash player 
of the month is freshman Mack-
enzie Caruso. This is Caruso’s 
first time playing squash, and 
you would never know by the 
way she plays. She has improved 
t r e m e n d o u s l y  t h r o u g h o u t 
the season and impressively 
climbed up on the team’s ladder. 

Caruso had a spectac-
ular win against Millbrook 
School on Saturday, Jan. 5. 

She played number seven 
on the ladder and was able to get 
the impressive win to help the 
team. “Her commitment to trying 
something new and developing 
her skill is commendable,” Head 
Coach Cameron Biondi said.

Coach Biondi said that 
during the first few practices 
the new players were learning 
how to swing their rackets 
with proper form and Caruso 
picked up the swing very well. 

She has improved in her 
swing and is now more versa-
tile on the court. “She is able to 

The JV girls basketball 
player of the month is freshman 
guard Caroline Dawson. In two 
consecutive games against North-

Ther JV boys squash 
team is young and ready to 
compete. Head Coach Robby 
Lingashi said that every player 
on the team is performing well 
and there is not a huge differ-
ence between these players. 

Therefore,  there isn’t 
one  spec i f i c  p l aye r  who 

field Mount Hermon School 
and Hopkins School, Dawson 
sank two key three pointers. 

These clutch baskets were 
the difference maker in the team’s 
win against Hopkins School. 

She has stepped up for the 
team and made a huge impact. 
“She has gotten a lot more confi-
dent in her shot,” Head Coach 
Ronald Monroe said. “She is 
ready to take the harder shots.” 

Coach Monroe said that 
Dawson is a fantastic guard, but 
she still has room for growth and 
improvement going forward in the 
season. “As the season goes on 
and she gains more playing time 
experience, I hope she improves on 
her ball handling skills and defen-
sive skills,” Coach Monroe said. 

stands out. “Everybody puts 
in a effort to get better and 
improve,” Coach Lingashi said. 

He did mention some 
players though. Coach Lingashi 
said that freshman Aidan Dillow, 
who has just started playing 
squash this season, has improved 
a lot and moved up the ladder 
to the number seven position. 

Coach Lingashi  a l so 
ment ioned  tha t  f reshman 
Carter Smith, who is number 
1, and freshman Henry Pelle-
tier are both really skilled. 

He said that they both bring 
a lot of energy to the team. Both 
Smith and Pelletier attended 
the KO middle school and have 
a good squash foundation.

Coach Lingashi  sees 

The JV boys basketball 
player of the month is sopho-
more guard Nate Capodice. 

He is a dynamic player 
who has  led the team in 
scoring. Throughout the month, 
Capodice averaged double 
digits as the team made a strong 
showing, with a 5-1 record. 

He scored a high of 13 
points during the Westminster 
School game on Saturday, Dec. 
1, and another 13 points against 
The Gunnery on Saturday, Jan. 16. 

“Nate has done a great job at 
the point guard position directing 
the offense and protecting the 
basketball,” Head Coach John 
Capodice said. Capodice is a 
versatile scorer and plays a huge 
role in the success of the team. 

He is a great ball handler 
and has superb court vision.
Capodice is a true threat from 
anywhere on the court, and always 
brings positive energy to practice. 

hit backhand and forehand very 
well,” Coach Biondi said. “This 
is very hard to do, especially if 
this is your first season playing.”

Coach Biondi said that 
he expects that as the season 
progresses, Caruso will be able 
to hit shots further down the 
court. “I can see her move up the 
ladder and play in more impor-
tant matches,” Coach Biondi said.

by Kush Kataria ’20
“Everybody 
puts in a effort 
to get better and 
improve.”

–Coach Lingashi

“I can see 
[Caruso] move 
up the ladder 
and play in 
more important 
matches.”

–Coach Biondi

bright futures for these players. 
“I can’t wait to see them grow 
moving forward and get to the 
next level,” Coach Lingashi said. 

Boys squash is off to a rough 
start this season with a 1-6 record 
but the team is looking to improve 
going into the end of the season.

On Wednesday, Jan. 9, the 
boys squash team traveled to 
Westminster School where they 
lost 2-5. On Saturday, Jan. 12, 
the Wyverns beat Portsmouth 
Abbey School in a close 4-3 
match. This marked the squash 
team’s first win of the season, and 
it happened in exciting fashion. 

“Everyone on the team 
played hard and fought for extra 
points,” senior Eryk Jones said. 
Wins in this match included 
junior Matt Marottolo, sophomore 
Henry Krieble, freshman Teddy 
Keegan, and senior Sam Mazo.

On Wednesday, Jan. 16, the 
team traveled to Choate Rose-
mary Hall to face off against both 
Choate and Avon Old Farms, but 
unfortunately the Wyverns were  
unable to win a match, losing 
to both Choate and AOF 7-0.

On Saturday, Jan. 19, the 
Wyverns hosted  Kent School where 
they were missing four crucial 
players, and unfortunately the team 
couldn’t pull out a win and lost 7-0.

On Wednesday, Jan. 23, 
KO traveled to Loomis Chaffee 
School where they faced a very 
talented opponent, and lost 7-0.

On Saturday, Jan. 26, 

the Wyverns hosted Millbrook 
School where they lost in a close 
4-3 match. This was a hard fought 
match that came down to the wire 
for the Wyverns, but unfortunately 
the injury of Mazo during his 
match made it difficult to recover.

Senior Captain Aidan Shea 
expressed how it is difficult to 
get wins because of the level of 
competition that the Wyverns 
face on a match-to-match basis. 
“It’s so hard for us because we 

play boarding schools,” Shea said. 
Since KO is facing many schools 
that heavily recruit during the 
regular season, they often find 
themselves in tough matches.

Despite the fact that the 
competition tends to be more 
skilled, that hasn’t stopped the KO 
team from working hard. “We’ve 
done well at improving the funda-
mentals of our game so we can 
bring our playing to the next level,” 
Marottolo said. Shea also added that 

by Nick Traver ’20

Despite tough losses, boys squash 
hopes for post-season success

this is one of the hardest working 
teams he has ever played on. 

Head Coach Robby Lingashi 
explained how the team is finding 
some success after the building 
season last year. “This year we 
look much stronger than last year 
and there is a lot of young players,” 
he said. “We are only gradu-
ating three players from varsity.” 

S h e a  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
team has great  chemistry. 
“We get along really well 

with each other,” Shea said. 
Marot tolo added that 

this season the team has really 
come together and supported 
each other despite adversity.

Both Shea and Marot-
tolo are hoping to overcome 
this rough patch and finish this 
season strong. “We hope to get 
a few more wins,” Shea said. 

Maro t to lo  was  more 
ambitious. “One goal we have 
this season is to win New 
England’s,” Marottolo said. 
“We’ve come within one point 
within the last couple of years 
and want to finish it off this time.” 

Coach Lingashi echoed 
Marottolo’s optimism. “I think 
we are going to do good in 
New England’s,” he said. “Last 
year we came in second nd this 
year, with the way  the guys 
are playing, we can win it.”

The boys squash team 
mainly plays Class A schools 
during the regular season’ 
however, they play in the Class 
C New England Championship. 

The team is hoping that 
its experience in tough matches 
will help them win the trophy 
they’ve been so close to obtaining 
in the recent years. Even though 
the Wyverns haven’t compiled 
many wins this season, they 
still show tremendous improve-
ment that will hopefully propel 
them to success in the future. Senior Captain Aidan Shea shows great technique and balance as he lines up a backhand. Photo by David Newman 

Junior varsity players of the moment 
impact their teams on the hardwood
Girls squash

Girls basketball

Boys squash

Boys basketballThe JV girls squash player 
of the month is freshman Mack-
enzie Caruso. This is Caruso’s 
first time playing squash, and 
you would never know by the 
way she plays. She has improved 
t r e m e n d o u s l y  t h r o u g h o u t 
the season and impressively 
climbed up on the team’s ladder. 

Caruso had a spectac-
ular win against Millbrook 
School on Saturday, Jan. 5. 

She played number seven 
on the ladder and was able to get 
the impressive win to help the 
team. “Her commitment to trying 
something new and developing 
her skill is commendable,” Head 
Coach Cameron Biondi said.

Coach Biondi said that 
during the first few practices 
the new players were learning 
how to swing their rackets 
with proper form and Caruso 
picked up the swing very well. 

She has improved in her 
swing and is now more versa-
tile on the court. “She is able to 

The JV girls basketball 
player of the month is freshman 
guard Caroline Dawson. In two 
consecutive games against North-

Ther JV boys squash 
team is young and ready to 
compete. Head Coach Robby 
Lingashi said that every player 
on the team is performing well 
and there is not a huge differ-
ence between these players. 

Therefore,  there isn’t 
one  spec i f i c  p l aye r  who 

field Mount Hermon School 
and Hopkins School, Dawson 
sank two key three pointers. 

These clutch baskets were 
the difference maker in the team’s 
win against Hopkins School. 

She has stepped up for the 
team and made a huge impact. 
“She has gotten a lot more confi-
dent in her shot,” Head Coach 
Ronald Monroe said. “She is 
ready to take the harder shots.” 

Coach Monroe said that 
Dawson is a fantastic guard, but 
she still has room for growth and 
improvement going forward in the 
season. “As the season goes on 
and she gains more playing time 
experience, I hope she improves on 
her ball handling skills and defen-
sive skills,” Coach Monroe said. 

stands out. “Everybody puts 
in a effort to get better and 
improve,” Coach Lingashi said. 

He did mention some 
players though. Coach Lingashi 
said that freshman Aidan Dillow, 
who has just started playing 
squash this season, has improved 
a lot and moved up the ladder 
to the number seven position. 

Coach Lingashi  a l so 
ment ioned  tha t  f reshman 
Carter Smith, who is number 
1, and freshman Henry Pelle-
tier are both really skilled. 

He said that they both bring 
a lot of energy to the team. Both 
Smith and Pelletier attended 
the KO middle school and have 
a good squash foundation.

Coach Lingashi  sees 

The JV boys basketball 
player of the month is sopho-
more guard Nate Capodice. 

He is a dynamic player 
who has  led the team in 
scoring. Throughout the month, 
Capodice averaged double 
digits as the team made a strong 
showing, with a 5-1 record. 

He scored a high of 13 
points during the Westminster 
School game on Saturday, Dec. 
1, and another 13 points against 
The Gunnery on Saturday, Jan. 16. 

“Nate has done a great job at 
the point guard position directing 
the offense and protecting the 
basketball,” Head Coach John 
Capodice said. Capodice is a 
versatile scorer and plays a huge 
role in the success of the team. 

He is a great ball handler 
and has superb court vision.
Capodice is a true threat from 
anywhere on the court, and always 
brings positive energy to practice. 

hit backhand and forehand very 
well,” Coach Biondi said. “This 
is very hard to do, especially if 
this is your first season playing.”

Coach Biondi said that 
he expects that as the season 
progresses, Caruso will be able 
to hit shots further down the 
court. “I can see her move up the 
ladder and play in more impor-
tant matches,” Coach Biondi said.

by Kush Kataria ’20
“Everybody 
puts in a effort 
to get better and 
improve.”

–Coach Lingashi

“I can see 
[Caruso] move 
up the ladder 
and play in 
more important 
matches.”

–Coach Biondi

bright futures for these players. 
“I can’t wait to see them grow 
moving forward and get to the 
next level,” Coach Lingashi said. 
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Sophomore Isabel Berck-
emeyer is the girls player of the 
month for her dominance on the 
squash court. Berckemeyer has 
been one of the top contributors 
and key players for the squash 
team during the past two seasons. 

In the first part of the season, 
Berckemeyer went on a winning 
streak and won eight out of 11 
matches. These wins solidified 
Bekemeyer’s spot as a crucial 
player on the team. “Those first 
matches really helped me with my 
confidence,” Berckemeyer said. 
“Now, I don’t doubt myself as 
much, and I play with confidence.” 

Soon afterwards, Bercke-
meyer played her toughest match 
so far against Westminster School. 
Berckemeyer knew it would be a 

challenging match, but when her 
teammates started to struggle, 
her confidence faded away. “I got 
into my own head,” Berkemeyer 
said. “I lost my focus as a result. 
I struggled in the beginning.” 

Berckemeyer started out 
the match with two losses but 
after a quick break, she was able 
to recenter and concentrate on the 
match. She went on to win the 
next three games and the match. 
“I was so impressed by her,” Head 
Coach Cameron Biondi said. “The 
match demonstrated her ability and 
how she always plays to the end.”

Berckemeyer and the rest 
of team went on to set goals on 
how they can improve as players. 
Berckemeyer set the goal to learn 
how to vary her shots more. “I 
need to work my dropshot,” she 
said. “As I go on to play better 
and better opponents, I need to 
switch up my shots to keep my 
opponent on edge if I want to win.” 

In a recent game against 
Kent School, she varied her shots 
and won the match.“I started 
to improve on my shots and it 
helped,” Berkemeyer said, “but I 
still have a lot more to improve on.”

In the next few weeks, 
Berckemeyer and the team are 
going to play in the High School 
Nationals and the New England 
tournaments .  Berckemeyer 
will be a vital player for the 
Wyverns, especially if she keeps 
improving like she has been doing. 

“After watching her match 
against Westminster,” Coach 
Biondi said, “I’m excited to 
see her showcase her skills and 
play in competitive matches.”

Isabel         
Berckemeyer

Players of the
Moment:

by Conor Caneday ’21  
and Sean James ’19

Sophomore backetball player Hunter Meshanic. 
Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

Sophomore squash player Isabel Berckemeyer.
Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

Head Coach Alex Kraus 
is most commonly known as 
the human genius, comic book 
fanatic who teaches chemistry 
and physics; however, what 
many people probably don’t 
know is that Coach Kraus is the 
coach of both the boys track and 
field team and the boys swim-
ming and diving team, the latter 
of which has won three straight 
New England championships. 

He also won the M.D. Nadal 
Sportsmanship Award in 2018, a 
great honor that recognizes one 
Founder’s League coach every year, 
within all coaching disciplines. 

He was also an extremely 
talented collegiate swimmer and 
one of the few teachers able to 
teach a variety class at KO; he 
has taught AP English, different 
science classes, Latin, tutored in 
math, and is basically a human 
encyclopedia who would make 
a terrific partner on “Jeopardy!”

Most people don’t know 
many, if any, of these things 
about Coach Kraus, though. 
He is a man that despite all of 
his accomplishments, doesn’t 
truly care about the recognition. 

He’s more concerned about 
the experience, as he said his best 
moments of collegiate swimming 
weren’t winning races but truly 

being confident in the pool and as a 
member of the team. “I remember 
getting used to college level events 
like the 200 fly or 400 IM,” Coach 
Kraus said, “and halfway through 
freshman year just feeling like I 
could do all of those events, even 
if it was the thousand free. I felt 
like I belonged, and I felt strong.”

The feeling of belonging 
and strength is Coach Kraus’ 
number one concern as the 
swim team coach. “For me wins, 
losses, and times aren’t the 
highest goals,” Coach Kraus said. 

He said that you can’t 
force belonging into the lesson 
or workout for a specific day, 
but gradually over time the 
swim team becomes a very 

close knit community. “My 
favorite moments of coaching 
are when the team  [members] 
get comfortable with being 
themselves,” Coach Kraus said. 

He said that he doesn’t 
always know why his teams seem 
to suddenly click most years, 
whether it’s because of the grueling 
practices, like hundred-hundreds, 
or the fact that the team is seeing 
a lot of each other, both time-wise 
and physically. He said that those 
moments are some of his favor-
ites, when it doesn’t matter about 
ability, popularity, or any other 
characteristic, and people just 
accept everyone for who they are.

This accepting everyone and 
becoming a close team also helps 

the Wyverns in the pool. One of 
the team’s main focuses is positive 
energy, as for every race there must 
be at least one person cheering 
each person on. This stems from 
Coach Kraus as he says the thing 
he misses most about swimming, 
and something he wants everyone 
to strive for, is being a supporter 
while accomplishing their goals. 

On Coach Kraus’s team, 
supporting one another is more 
important than anyone’s skill set, 
and that’s why captains in the 
past haven’t also been the best 
swimmers, but they’ve been the 
best motivators. “Kraus always 
emphasizes the importance of team 
unity, and because of this I have 
grown closer to my teammates,” 
senior Co-captain Tom Betts said.

Coach Kraus has a different 
way of running his team than most 
coaches. “In practices usually a 
coach will be constantly screaming 
at you to push you harder but 
Mr. Kraus’ way of doing that is 
through encouragement,” senior 
Co-captain Ellis Winfree said. 

Winfree described Coach 
Kraus as having a quiet compas-
sion for others which is evident 
with the way he ends all of his 
emails, saying “you are loved.”

Over Coach Kraus’s 33 
years coaching swimming and 
diving, he has created an environ-
ment and culture where people can 

be themselves, be confident, and 
be together. Coach Kraus helps 
guide people in more ways than 
just swimming. “Mr. Kraus knows 
things about me that I don’t even 
know about myself,” Winfree said. 

The KO swim team is a 
unique blend of people with many 
different personalities. “We are one 
big family, and Mr. Kraus is the 
father,” senior Nick Spina said. . 

Mr. Kraus is a man of so 
many great accomplishments, 
but his primary concern is being 
a great man. Maybe that’s why 
the swim team has been so great 
in recent years, or has always 
had great chemistry because of 
its great coach, Coach Kraus.

Coach of the Month: Alex Kraus’ unique 
coaching philosophy leads to team success

The  boys  baske tba l l 
player of the moment is sopho-

more forward Hunter Meshanic. 
Meshanic has been doing a 

tremendous job in all facets of the 
game and has been a huge help 
to the team’s success this year. 

Junior forward Jackson 
Wolff said that Meshanic is one of 
the most fun people to play with. 
“He’s always got that smile on his 
face and he can always bring that 
smile to your face as well,” he said. 

In the first game of the 
season, Meshanic held a guy who 
was five inches taller than him to 
a solid seven points. Don’t think 
that was a fluke because the next 
game the team traveled to Avon 
Old Farms and Meshanic was 
matched with a six foot 10 inch 
post-grad student. Meshanic shut 
him down as well, holding him to 
just four points and two rebounds 
as Meshanic went on to grab seven 
rebounds and notched eight points.

Senior guard Nick Bray 
said Meshanic just amazes him 

because you don’t think he’s 
going to get all the rebounds that 
he does, but all of the sudden you 
just see Meshanic with two hands 
on the ball clearing some space 
and ready to run the fastbreak. 

Head Coach Brad Seaman 
speaks very highly of Meshanic. 
“He plays a lot like his older 
brother, Jackson, but he also 
does a great job of stretching 
the floor, which makes him 
such a vital piece to the team. 
He’s got a great left hand, and 
great footwork around the rim.” 

Meshanic is only a sopho-
more, which means that he has a 
very bright future ahead of him if 
he continues to play at this caliber. 

Meshanic is one of the 
toughest kids around and one of the 
best teammates to have as well. If 
something is hurting or bothering 
him, you could never tell, and he’s 
always going to go out of his way 
to make his teammates feel better. 

Hunter        
Meshanic

by Nick Traver ’20

Coach Kraus with alumnus Prithvi Gunturu ’18. Photo by David Newman.

“My favorite 
moments of 
coaching are 
when the team  
[members] get 
comfortable 
with being them-
selves.”

–Coach Kraus
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KO hockey skates back into form
The KO hockey team is off to 

a strong start with a 5-4 record. The 
team consists of four seniors, five 
juniors, five sophomores, and four 
freshmen who have  came together 
to form one cohesive group. 

This year, the Wyverns 
focus is on fostering a good team 
environment. “The team is very 
tight, and we have amazing team 
chemistry,” senior captain forward 
Garth Swanson said. “This season, 
we have been able to translate a lot 
of the locker room chemistry to the 
ice, which has helped us succeed.” 

After winter break, the team 
competed against Hamden Hall 
Country Day School on Friday, Jan. 
4. Swanson scored 35 seconds into 
the first period on a goal assisted 
by senior defenseman Calvin Beck 
and senior forward Jack Gao. Later 
on in the first period, sophomore 
defenseman Cohl D’Addabbo 

and junior forward Karstian Lang 
each scored building their lead 
to 3-1. In the end, KO notched 
six additional goals to win 9-1. 

After returning from winter 
break some of the players had other 
commitments. “Several players 
had conflicting activities such as 
Model UN right after break, but 

going forward, we will be ready 
to compete as a full team,” Head 
Coach John Hissick said. “It is 
also important that everybody 
comes back healthy and puts forth 
the same kind of effort that we had 
in the beginning of the season.” 

The team started out 
very strong with four wins, and 

right now is experiencing a bit 
of a dip, but the team is confi-
dent they can bounce back 
even stronger than before. 

Freshman forward Sean 
Gilland is a dominant force on the 
ice and is really helping the team 
this year. “Sean has stood out 
throughout the season. He has a lot 
of heart when it comes to this game 
and it always gives it everything 
he’s got,” Swanson said. In addi-
tion, Swanson said that sophomore 
forward Mitchell Autorino has 
improved tremendously from last 
season and is a real impact player.

For some of the younger 
players on the team, it is their 
first time not playing on a peer 
age group level. “It is difficult 
for some of the smaller players 
to compete against much bigger 
and faster guys, in addition to 
playing a much faster game,” 
Coach Hissick said. “However, 
this forces us to play more as 

a  team and allows us compete.”
On Wednesday, Jan. 9, the 

Wyverns jumped out with an early 
lead against the Forman School 
with a goal by junior forward 
Shane Dawson, assisted by sopho-
more forward Will Elliott to make 
it 1-0. Later in the period, sopho-
more forward Keifer Jaffee scored 
on a pass from Michale Autorino to 
make it a 2-0 game. The Wyverns 
found the back of the net again 
in the first period when senior 
forward Michael Autorino assisted 
Gilland to bring the score to 3-0 at 
the end of the period. In the end, 
the Wyverns won the game 5-2.

The Wyvern’s next game 
was against South Kent on 
Saturday, Jan. 26 where they won 
8-2. “It is a game that we always 
look forward to,” Swanson said.  
“In our past two games with 
them, we’ve lost despite the fact 
that we have outplayed them, 
so it was great to get a win.”

by Jamie Amell ’20

Girls basketball 
continues to fight

Boys basketball catches fire 
heading into final stretch

The boys varsity basketball 
team is 9-6 and is ready to make 
the final push for the playoffs.

The boys basketball team 
ended 2018 with a 5-1 record, 
taking a tough but hard fought 
loss in the championship game 
of the Kingswood Oxford Invi-
tational Tournament.  Head 
Coach Brad Seaman said the 

Junior Karstain Lang skates past an oppenent. Photo by Newman Photgraphy.

by Jamie Amell ’20

The girls varsity basketball 
team is off to a tough start with 
a record of 0-11. Although the 
Wyverns have not won a game they 
are optimistic about their teamwork. 

The girls still remain posi-
tive. “We have been working 
really hard as a team to improve 
each day and use difficult games 
to get better,” senior Co-captain 
forward Jane Dunbar said.

The team uses every game 
as an opportunity. “We look 
forward to every game equally 
because every game is chance to 
either improve or to measure how 
much we already have improved,” 
Head Coach Quinn O’Brien said. 

The Wyverns are trying to 
focus on the process this year. 
“That process includes coming 
together as a team, getting better 
individually, staying positive, and 
playing with energy, effort and 
enthusiasm,” Coach O’Brien said. 
“From that perspective, I am very 
proud of how we have done so far 
and where we are headed both for 
the rest of this year and the future.”

The Wyverns had a tough 
40-72 loss to Wilbraham & 
Monson Academy (WMA) on 
Wednesday, Jan. 9. Senior point 
guard Desiree Davis had a strong 
performance, scoring 19 points 
and had five steals. Senior center 
Madi Henry and senior wing 
Charlotte Cyr contributed five 
and four points respectively. 
The Wyverns had strong defense 
efforts by freshman wing Megan 
Murphy, freshman point guard  
Natalia Correa, and Dunbar. The 
defense forced WMA to turnover 
the ball throughout the game.

Throughout the season, the 
team has been able to build and 
maintain good chemistry on the 
court. “We stick together really 

well and have not had issues 
with the team turning on each 
other and fighting even when 
we have tough games,” Dunbar 
said. She said that the team is 
really supportive of one another 
which makes practices, games 
and bus rides really enjoyable. 

This year, the team only has 
five returning players. “All of the 
new players have had to step up 
and play large roles on the team 
in positions they might not be 
used to and all of them have been 
doing a great job,” Dunbar said. 

On Wednesday, Jan. 23, the 
team played the Hotchkiss School 
at home. Although they lost 24-42, 
they still had a good fight. Going 
into the second half of the game, 
KO had to come back from a four 
point deficit, but in the end they 
were not able to fill the gap. Cyr 
and junior center Audrey Decker 
had standout performances and 
contributed eight and seven 
points, respectively. Henry had 
a strong performance in the post 
position and scored four points.  

Dunbar is excited for the 
coming weeks. “I am looking 
forward to all the games, espe-
cially Senior Day because 
hopefully we will  be able 
to win that game,” she said. 

Coach O’Brien said he is 
hoping for success in the future. 
“We are looking for a sustained 
and well-executed effort for 
a full 32 minutes and every 
game presents an opportunity 
to make that happen,” he said.

On  Friday, Jan. 25, the girls 
basketball team hosted Westmin-
ster School where they fell short, 
losing 37-34. This was a hard 
fought game that came down to the 
wire, but KO couldn’t pull it off.

On  Monday, Jan. 28, the 
girls basketball team traveled to 
Miss Porters School,  losing  26-58.

by Sean James ’19
and Lian Wolman ’19

team was just gassed since it was 
their third game in three days. 

The first four games of 
the new year were against Mill-
brook School, The Taft School, 
The Hotchkiss School, and The 
Pomfret School. The team went 
0-4 in those games but fought 
hard. Coach Seaman said even 
though senior point guard Sean 
James went down, it meant guys 
had to step up which would be 
a good challenge for the team. 

James had to sit out the first 

four games of the new year with 
tendinitis in his hips. “It was tough 
to sit out, and it was the last thing 
I wanted to do, but I knew I had to 
get healthy in order to get the most 
out of the season,” James said.

After those four games, the 
boys got back on track and back 
to their usual ways of winning. 
The team has learned how to use 
what other teams might view as a 
weakness to their strength. “The 
team is good at running the floor 

since; we are smaller than most 
teams, we have to be faster,” 
senior guard Kyren Petteway said. 

Then the Wyverns trav-
eled to The Gunnery School on 
Wednesday, Jan. 16, and got a big 
win on the road, 73-55. Senior 
guard Nick Bray unloaded 22 
points in the first half, having 
one of the best first half perfor-
mances the team has seen all 
season. He finished with 26 points.  

Next, they invited West-
minster School to their home 

gym and also finished with a big 
win at home, 61-44. Bray and 
junior forward Jackson Wolff 
both made three three-pointers 
that day. Coach Seaman said it 
was a great atmosphere because 
it was one of the only Friday 
night games the team had. 

This team welcomed two 
new players, with a last name the 
Kingswood Oxford family is used 
to hearing. Sophomore forward 
Hunter Meshanic and sophomore 
forward Carter Meshanic trans-
ferred in from E.O Smith, and 
made an impact on the team imme-
diately. In their first prep game 
against a challenging Westmin-
ster team, C. Meshanic grabbed 
20 rebounds and H. Meshanic 
shut down their six foot nine 
inches center to just seven points. 

After that game, everyone 
not only knew that the team was 
going to be promising, but the 
Meshanic twins were going to be 
a force to be reckoned with. After 
their game against Westminster, the 
boys invited the strong Berkshire 
School team to Hewett gym. It was 
a great game to watch because the 
starting five all finished with 10 
plus points, making them virtu-
ally impossible to stop. They ended 
up rolling over Berkshire 79-50. 

Wolff said this game was 
really great overall. “They were 
a pretty good team but we played 
really well together that day and 
everyone was involved in the win,” 
he said. “It was a real team effort.”

On Friday, Jan. 26, the boys 
traveled to Choate Rosemary Hall 
to play a Friday night game. Choate, 
being 6-2 in Class A, thought they 
would roll over the Wyverns, but 
we fought to the final buzzer, 
losing 57-55 to a very gritty and 
talented Choate team. “The team 
fought hard, and that was all he 
could ask for,” Coach Seaman said. 

Seniior captain Sean james dribbles past with ease. Photo by David Newman.


