
What’s Inside this Issue:
ARTS IN-DEPTH SPORTSOPINIONS FEATURES

Thursday, February 6, 2020
Vol. 46      No. 5
www.thekonews.org

KO Model UN wins big at YMUN
On Thursday, Jan. 23, 

history teacher Stacey Savin and 
a group of KO students departed 
from KO to attend the Yale Model 
United Nations Conference or 
YMUN. This year, 36 KO students 
from all forms were in attendance. 

At YMUN, students partici-
pate in a variety of committees 
and must work together to tackle 
current issues in the world. “If 
you’re interested in international 
relations and current events, it is 
a forum where you can discuss 
these things,” Ms. Savin said. “The 
program is really popular, and I 
think all of the kids love it. It forces 
people to have actual face to face 
human contact and really connect.” 

This year the 36 students in 
attendance from KO participated 
in a wide variety of committees. 
In total, KO students partici-
pated in 24 committees including 

Ronny Romm hypnotizes audience

SPECPOL, which discussed 
Palistinean refugees, UNHRC, 
which discussed Global Perse-
cution of LGBT+ Popula-
tions and Human Trafficking in 
Conflict Zones, and many others. 

“I was on DISEC which 
dealt with Lethal Autonomous 
Weapons and Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation in the Middle East,” 

senior Bella Leuschner said. “I 
chose this committee because 
it was a very interesting topic 
that I felt was relevant to today.” 

Another student in atten-
dance was senior Spencer Schaller. 
“I was on the International Court of 
Justice, which is in the Hague and 
decides disputes between coun-
tries,” Spencer said. “I chose this 

committee because I had done it last 
year and I wanted to do it again.”

The YMUN conference 
stretches out from its opening 
ceremony on Thursday to its 
closing ceremony on Sunday, 
in which awards are given to 
exceptional delegates. During 
the conference students attended 
their committee sessions in class-

rooms all over the Yale campus. 
Since students participate 

in so many different committees, 
students are stretched out all over 
the campus. “I just want to really 
compliment the KO students,” 
Ms. Savin said. “I travel with kids 
all the time, but I think our kids 
are exceptional in that regard. I 
don’t have to worry that they are 
not where they are supposed to be 
they are well mannered and polite. 
They stay with each other across 
the grades and make the whole 
experience more enjoyable.” 

After all of the commit-
tee’s discussions were over, the 
students that performed excep-
tionally well were given awards at 
the end of the YMUN conference. 
This year, unfortunately, due to 
a health concern, the conference 
had to be cut short and all activi-
ties were cancelled on Sunday. 

On Friday, Jan. 24, hypnotist 
Ronny Romm visited Kingswood 
Oxford and performed for a large 
crowd of our high school students. 

Ronny Romm is a hypnotist, 
which means he uses hypnosis, the 
act of putting people in a trance-
like sleep while still being awake. 
His act involves using these hypno-
tized people to do funny skits.

After his show last year, 
many students were excited to 
hear about his return. This year’s 
show also attracted a significantly 
larger number of students due to 
the acclaim from the previous 
year. “The SGA decided to bring 
Ronny Romm back to KO due 
to the huge amounts of requests 
we received after last year’s 
show,” Form Five senator Sloan 
Duvall said. “Overall, I thought it 
was a very successful event that 
brought the community together.”

Ronny Romm started off 
the show with ESP, or extrasen-

sory perception. In other words, 
mind reading. He asked students 
questions about a hypothetical 
trip they would take. After asking 
them what room number they 
stayed at and the cost of the trip, 
he unveiled a sealed envelope 
with those exact numbers on it.

After this opening, he 
began his main talent, hypnosis. 

He called a small group of student 
volunteers onstage to join him 
and began his tricks. While some 
students didn’t fall under his spell, 
some students were able to fall 
completely into this state, at which 
point the fun began. Ronny Romm 
had students making outlandish 
claims, falling out of their chairs 
and participating in wacky stunts.

This year, students were 
charged for  entrance to the show, 
whereas last year it was free. 
SGA had to charge an admission 
fee for the show due to the cost 
of hosting it. While this did not 
detract from the experience, some 
students claimed that the cost made 
it less accessible and a bit more of 
a nuisance than what is intended 
to be, a fun experience for the 
students. Many students loved the 
show, and teachers loved seeing 
the students in a more laid-back 
setting. SGA advisor and English 
teacher Mela Frye especially loved 
the reactions of the hypnotized 
students. “It’s just silly things,” she 
said. “He gets them to quack like 
a duck, or moonwalk across the 
stage. It’s not shaming or embar-
rassing; it’s just funny and some-
thing everyone can laugh about.” 

Whi l e  Ronny  Romm 
was certainly a success, SGA 
will soon look to bring another 
event to the students and faculty. 
“For me, fun events like Ronny 

Romm, or other events like 
school dances and basketball 
games, while not being the most 
serious, bring the community 
together and act as a stress reliever 
in our busy lives,” Sloan said.

SGA speaker Jacqui Ouel-
lette, along with Sloan, Mrs. 
Frye, and the other SGA members 
helped bring Ronny Romm to KO. 
After a great show last year and 
demand from the students, they 
brought him back and organized 
this fun night for the commu-
nity. Jacqui said she agreed with 
Sloan’s notion. “We wanted him 
to come because he came last 
year and did a fantastic job,” she 
said. “The students enjoyed it, 
and it was nice for the commu-
nity to come together in that way.”

Hypnotist Ronny Romm 
entertained students and faculty 
through his wild, unbeliev-
able act,  but also allowed 
for the community to come 
together and have fun outside 
of their stressful school days. 

KO Model UN members smile for the camera before departing for Yale on Jan. 23. Photo by Jacqueline Pisani.

by Teddy Crowther ’22

by Aidan O’Loughlin ’20

Ronny Romm with sophomore Aaron Rotter. Photo by Aiden Borruso ’ 20.
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Musical to educate audiences
by Kathryn Westrick ’20

After much anticipation, Director of 
Theater Kyle Reynolds announced the 2020 
winter musical, “Thoroughly Modern Millie.” 

Set in New York during the 1920s, 
this musical tells the story of young Millie 
Dullmount, who moves from Kansas to 
the big city in search of a new life. Millie’s 
plan to find a job and marry a wealthy man 
quickly goes awry. A love story at its core, 
“Thoroughly Modern Millie” portrays 
many of the controversial events that took 
place during the time period, including 
Chinese immigration, the flapper move-
ment, human trafficking, and prohibition. 

In a letter sent home to KO families, 
Mr. Reynolds explained why he chose this 
musical. “So often musicals are just there 
for the applause,” Mr. Reynolds said. “The 
theater is a place to entertain and teach. 
‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’ provides our 
program with an opportunity to do both.” 

“Thoroughly Modern Millie,” the 
musical, is based on the original film that 
was released in 1967. As explained by 
the study guide in Mr. Reynolds’ letter, 
“Writer Dick Scanlan and composer Jeanine 
Tesori were dedicated to upending the 
racist stereotypes that are prevalent in the 
original film when crafting their approach 
to the stage version of the musical.”

It is not uncommon for a musical to 
be rooted in historical context. “Every show 
has a central problem,” Mr. Reynolds said. 
“What’s important is how we address it in a 
thoughtful way. We are not endorsing racism;  
we are portraying that it was very real.”

 Senior Remy McCoy, who is starring in 
the lead role as Millie, agrees with Mr. Reyn-

olds. “Even though 1920 seems like a long 
time ago, similar issues exist today,” she said.

As a whole, “Thoroughly Modern 
Millie” emphasizes the difference between 
good and bad. “When you put something 
as controversial as racism on stage, you 
have to make sure that it is obvious that 
the villain is the fool,” Mr. Reynolds said. 

According to Tony Award Winning 
Director Denis Jones, “Thoroughly Modern 
Millie” also reflects positive movements of 
change. “Women shed Victorian values by 
not only loosening their corsets and cutting 
their hair but also by starting to chart their 
own life courses,” he said. “This is the move-
ment Millie wants to be a part of, and New 
York embodied the spirit of that movement.” 

To help address these impor-
tant elements, Mr. Reynolds assembled 
a Collaborative Musical Committee. 

Consisting of several faculty 
members, the goal of this committee is to 
answer the question: “How might we create 
an opportunity as a means of promoting 
student awareness, cultural compe-
tency, and courageous conversations?”

During their first meeting, Mr. Reyn-
olds created a workshop in which committee 
members talked in small groups about topics 
relating to theater in general as well as 
“Thoroughly Modern Millie” specifically. 

Director of Diversity and Inclusion 
Joan Edwards was one of the faculty members 
on the committee. “I found the workshop to 
be very thought-provoking,” Ms. Edwards 
said. “Since 1920 was exactly 100 years ago, 
we are at a critical juncture in our history. 
We cannot avoid these conversations. I real-
ized that this committee was asking me to 
do what I ask other people to do: become 

comfortable with the uncomfortable.” 
Committed to getting the story right, 

Mr. Reynolds also reached out to students 
in the international program. “They are 
the experts,” Mr. Reynolds said. “I want to 
invest their opinions into the production in an 
authentic way.” Mr. Reynolds held a movie 
night to watch and discuss the musical. 

Playing the role of Bun Foo, a Chinese 
immigrant, senior Cecilia Wang is one of 
the international students involved in the 
musical. “I like how Mr. Reynolds cares 
about everyone’s perspective,” Cecilia said. 
“We talked about a lot of cultural details 
such as fashion, accents, and mannerisms.”

Always looking to utilize as many 
resources as possible, Mr. Reynolds 
continues to bring in experienced actors 
and actresses to work with KO students as 
they prepare for opening night. “I feel so 
passionately about ensuring that we have 
a strong connection with Broadway,” Mr. 
Reynolds said. “The best way to push our 
program to the next level is by learning 
from the professionals in our field.” 
Although this is only his second year 
working at KO, Mr. Reynolds has already 
brought six Broadway stars to campus. 

It is clear that all those involved in 
the musical are working hard to enter-
tain and educate. “Thoroughly Modern 
Millie” will premiere at Kingswood 
Oxford on Feb. 28 and 29 from 8:00 
p.m. to 10:00 p.m., with tickets avail-
able for purchase online or at the door. 

In addition to spreading aware-
ness, a portion of the proceeds will be 
donated to Connecticut’s Human Anti 
Trafficking Response Team (HART). 

Ryan Gordon Hockey Night draws crowds, 
raises over $10,000 to benefit Team Tobati 
by Cici Chagnon ’21

On Friday Jan. 10, from 7:00 
p.m. to 10:00 p.m., Kingswood Oxford 
played the King School for  this 
year’s Ryan Gordon Hockey Night. 

Although they suffered a 4-2 loss, 
the Wyverns played hard for the largest 
crowd since moving the event off-campus, 
and raised over $10,000 for Team Tobati. 

 Spanish teacher and Team 
Tobati founder Ronald Garcia said this 
was one of the biggest turnouts he’s seen. 

“This was, I thought, the biggest 
crowd that we’ve had since we’ve 
moved off campus,” he said. “We sold 
all of our shirts, and I ordered more than 
we normally do, so I was surprised by 
how big Hockey Night has become.”

 Sen io r  Co-cap ta in  Shane 
Dawson scored both goals for KO, 
while senior goalie Co-captain John 
McLaughlin came away with 30 saves. 

B o t h  c a p t a i n s  s a i d  t h e y 
agreed that  despite the loss,  the 
team’s effort and the support of the 
crowd made the night worthwhile. 

Shane said that the crowd is his 
favorite aspect of Hockey Night. “It’s 
the whole school, teachers, Middle 
and Upper School too,” he said. 

John said he agreed the crowd is a big 
part of what makes Hockey Night fun. “I 
think just having people there reacting to all 
the big plays and everything that happens in 
the game is always really exciting,” he said.

Although the high energy of the crowd 
is what makes Hockey Night fun for both 
players and spectators, both Co-captains 
said their strategy was to focus on the game 
itself. “We know from experience that it’s 

typically better to play Hockey Night as 
if it’s just another game,” John said. “So 
that’s kind of the mentality going in, trying 
to put aside the audience as much as possible 
and just go out there and do our thing.”

Hockey Night isn’t just for enter-
tainment, it’s also a big fundraiser for 
the Team Tobati service trip in March. 

This year’s Hockey Night proceeds 

will go towards building a kitchen for 
a grade school. “They use the kitchen 
to cook lunch for the kids,” Mr. Garcia 
said. “So that’s a project that we’re doing 
this March so all the Hockey Night 
money will go towards that project.”

Both Shane and John said they 
feel that helping Team Tobati is the most 
important aspect of the night. “The cause 
that it supports is still at the core, so I’m 

With fans behind them, the Kingswood Oxford varsity hockey teamstands for the National Anthem 
at their hockey night game against King School. The Wyverns lost 4-2. Photo by David Newman.

happy that that hasn’t fallen to the wayside 
and everyone recognizes that that’s the 
true purpose of the night,” John said.

Hockey Night began in 2000 when 
John Riley, a former math teacher and 
boys hockey coach at the time, went 
with Team Tobati and decided to get the 
hockey team involved. “He went on the 
trip and he wanted to do something to 

help raise money, so his idea was to make 
a big hockey game and so that’s where 
Hockey Night started,” Mr. Garcia said. 

Before the rink became the Hoffman 
Field House, Hockey Night included four 
games in total, including the boys and girls 
hockey teams as well as a Middle School team. 

Despite a great turnout, Mr. Garcia 
said the moving of Hockey Night has 
certainly changed the nature of the event. 

“We’d get the whole school so 
people would come for at least a little 
while,” he said. “So now it’s just a lot 
harder, so we get less people, but still a 
lot, which I’m surprised by how we’ve 
been able to build it back up,” he said.

“The cause that it 
supports is still at the 
core, so I’m happy that 
that hasn’t fallen to the 
wayside and everyone 
recognizes that that’s 
the true purpose of the 
night.”

 — John McLaughlin

Hockey Night is in honor of former 
KO student Ryan Gordon ’05, who passed 
away in 2006 from a medical condition.

 One of his many passions while 
at KO was managing the hockey team. 

His parents, Barry and Phyliss 
Gordon, have attended every Hockey Night 
since its founding, and this year they did 
the ceremonial puck drop. “Ryan Gordon’s 
parents really love seeing all the kids in 
the shirts that have their son’s name,” Mr. 
Garcia said. “They love Hockey Night.”

Despite the score, the enthusiastic 
crowd and raising money for a good cause 
made for another successful Hockey Night. 

Continued from page 1.

While there was no award ceremony, 
delegates from KO still won awards. Spencer 
Schaller won Best Delegate in ICJ and 
junior Chaitanya Karanam won Outstanding 
Delegate in Technological Future. 

“I was a little under the weather and 
feel like it partly affected my abilities, but I 
ended up pushing through and felt satisfied 
with my work,” Spencer said. “I was awarded 

“I would recommend 
going even if you have 
a slight interest as there 
is so much to do and so 
many people to meet.”

 — Spencer Schaller

YMUN

Best Delegate from my committee, so I 
guess I did better than I originally thought.”

While YMUN was cut short this year 
the people in attendance still had a great 
time. “It was a great experience and I am 
kind of sad that I am going to miss it next 
year,” Spencer said. “I would recommend 
going even if you have a slight interest as 
there is so much to do and so many people 
to meet.” Ms. Savin also recommend 
people try Model UN. “I don’t think there 
is much need for encouragement, because 
ironically Model UN is more popular and 
successful than the real UN,” she said. “All 
over the world young people really enjoy 
it, but anyone interested should try it out.” 
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ald and Sasha Bash.

The editorials below represent the collective 
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by Jaden DiMauro ’20New Year’s Resolutions
For a l l  Wyverns–  S tudents , 

Teachers, Coaches, Faculty, Staff, Parents, 
Alumni, Family Members, Everyone.

Be kind to one another. Don’t take 
this with a grain of salt. This is important. 
Instead of pointing out that this girl used too 
much contour or that person couldn’t lift 
100 pounds in the weight room or that kid 
couldn’t remember how to play all the notes 
in their scales, understand that everyone has a 
different talent and is starting off at a different 
point. What may come easy to you might be 
hard for someone else. Progress takes time 
and effort, so don’t bring other people down.

You have the power to forgive, 
so use it. Don’t forgive and forget every-
thing, because you won’t be doing your-
self any favors, but as time goes on, try 
to move on from or let go of past grudges 
and disagreements that are bringing 
you down. Not everything can be easily 
resolved, but some of the lighter issues 
in our lives can actually have a serious 
impact if we worry about them for too long.

Listen to the school’s mission state-
ment and core values. Dean of Students 
Will Gilyard brings them up whenever 
he can, and for good reason. They were 
designed to motivate us, all of us, to be 
the best versions of ourselves that we can 
be. Even if you don’t always follow them, 
don’t let that get you down. Use your low 
moments as learning opportunities and 
strive to be better, even if that’s not always 
realistic or possible 100% of the time.

Don’t be afraid to challenge 
someone. You’re in math class and you 
know you have the right answer while your 
peer is calling out the wrong one– challenge 
them. You’re on the court and your opponent 
is insinuating hurtful comments toward you 
or a teammate– challenge them. Your student 
believes they can slide by in your class with 
an easy A and put in minimal effort– chal-
lenge them. Your friend is about to make 
a really bad decision, whatever it may 
be– challenge them. There are numerous 
ways to challenge the people around you, 
so do it. (Of course, do so politely.) Tough 
times are when we learn the most about 
ourselves, especially when we are chal-
lenging others and forcing them to look at 
their situation from an outside perspective.

Make that personal New Year’s 
Resolution. There has been a lot of talk in 
the media recently about the ineffectiveness 
and outdatedness of New Year’s Resolu-
tions. They have some valid points; while 
New Year’s Resolutions may not be for 

everyone, which is certainly okay, they can 
still be useful for some, which is also okay. If 
you are interested in but unsure of a resolu-
tion, think about one thing you would like 
to improve in your life and give yourself 30 
days to make some progress. Set little goals 
for yourself each day, gradually increasing 
your expectations, and before you know it, 
the month will be up! Then, if you want to 
keep going, go for it. Otherwise, congratu-
late yourself on the progress you’ve made.

Don’t beat yourself up. If you mess 
up, no worries! Again, we are just people. We 
make mistakes, it’s natural, that’s how we 
learn. If you, for example, have a resolution 
not to eat cookies and you eat seven cookies 
on your third day of trying, don’t give up. 
Don’t be mad at yourself. Accept the fact you 
ate seven cookies and move on. The next day 
is a new day, go back to not eating cookies. 

Stop. Take the time to breathe. That’s it.
Balance your life out. If you’re 

stretching yourself thin, make the careful 
decision to pull back from some activities. 
On the other hand, if you have a lot of free 
time and are constantly bored, take up a new 
class, hobby, activity. Examples: trying a 
new sport, collecting vintage shirts, knitting, 
taking a cooking class, joining a book club, 
taking a scuba diving, EMT, or some other 
kind of cool course, reading one news article 
every day, finding out more about politics, 
joining a gym, taking a 15 minute walk 
every day, learning a new language, etc. 

Be true to yourself, not society. Now 
in these days, no one knows what they’re 
doing, and society’s rules and expectations 
certainly aren’t helping. If you like the 
changes you’re making, then you’re good. 
If you like the way you already are and no 
one else does, then you’re good. If you like 
the way you are and you also happen to be 
in line with society’s expectations, then 
you’re also good. If you like yourself, then 
you are good because your self-image is 
what matters. As long as you aren’t hurting 
anyone or anything, just keep doing what 
you’re doing and have faith in yourself. 

If you just read this editorial and 
rolled your eyes or groaned a hundred 
times because it’s, admittedly, corny, stop! 
These are little changes that can have a 
much greater impact on your happiness 
and self-esteem, which have been, admit-
tedly, a little low around campus lately.

The KO News believes that by 
maintaining a positive attitude and being 
kind to one another, we are  all one step 
closer to having a wonderful 2020!

When I first arrived at KO, a 
timid, skinny, skittish freshman, the 
last thing on my mind was my future, 
hidden behind a blurry shroud of vague-
ness and ambiguity. I was much more 
focused on the present, the pragmatic. 

Who was I going to eat lunch with? 
What sports was I going to play? How 
was I going to do all my homework? 
And as if this wasn’t enough, a sched-
uling error had been made, and the intro-
ductory  art class I had signed up for and 
had been very excited about, had been 
filled, leaving me without an elective. 

After a conversation with my adviser, 
during which I did my best to suppress the 
pent up tidal wave of emotion, brimming 
at the edge of my consciousness. I was 
given a list of electives aligning with my 
free periods, and after a great deal of angst 
and consternation, I settled on Journalism. 

Throughout Middle School, writing 
had always been something of a strength of 
mine. I always did well in English classes, 
even though I considered writing more 
of a chore than an activity for pleasure. 

As far as I was concerned, this was 
not about to change in this new journalism 
class. This was nothing more than a require-
ment, and an irritating one at that. I wasn’t 
expecting to enjoy myself, not to mention, 
discover a passion that I, now a senior, 
would consider as a viable career path. 

How did I get to this point, from 
apathy to ardor? My story is, to me, 
emblematic of the joys and benefits of 

the craft. First and foremost, journalism, 
specifically opinion writing, afforded me 
the opportunity to articulate and formulate 
ideas and opinions rattling around my head. 

Before being exposed to the world 
of opinion writing, these thoughts and 
ideas went largely unexpressed. And thus 
is the first joy of journalism: expression. 
And while this could certainly be said 
of writing in general, I am particularly 
partial to opinion writing as a medium. 

After finishing the Journalism elec-
tive, I joined the KO News as an asso-
ciate opinions editor. Opinions had not 
been one of my top choices, and while I 
had never lacked opinions, I had always 
been hesitant to share them with others 
out of fear of judgement or disagreement. 

As I began to write for the paper, 
however, I was encouraged to begin to 
branch out and share some of my political 
opinions – a topic which I am especially 
passionate about – even though they could 
be controversial. After my first political 
article was printed, I was quite nervous. 

I  was  unsure  o f  the  reac-
tion that my opinion would elicit 
among my peers and even teachers. 

While I did receive responses – both 
positive and negative – they were, for the 
most part, from people who wanted to 
continue the conversation I had begun 
in the piece in a dialectical manner, 
something which I was thrilled to do. 

After that first article, I discovered that 
through my writing, I could create an avenue 
through which I could converse with people 
who I may not have otherwise interacted with 
about topics which we were both passionate 
about, whether or not we agreed or not. 

As I continued to write, and 
subsequently have conversation about 
my writing, my confidence began to 
build and I could feel my freshman 
timidity begin to slowly ebb away. 

The State of the Wyvern has been put on hold 
for this year per a KO News administrative deci-
sion citing concerns with the size of the response 
pool. Due to logistical reasons, the survey had been 
distributed in two tranches: 95 students responded 
to the first part and 83 students responded to the 
second. Next year, the survey will be distrib-
uted in one complete questionnaire and we look 
forward to a more robust participation rate. Thank 
you to all those who submitted responses this year. 

State of Wyvern 
Report Postponed
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Roasting myself: Niki Taylor 

Kobe Bryant’s lasting legacy 

Buckle up,  everyone. 
You are  about  to  experi -
ence  someth ing  mag ica l . 

You are all about to learn 
some very interesting things 
about me if you didn’t know them 
already. For those of you who have 
never read a “Roasting Yourself” 
article, it’s basically an article in 
which the writer  exposes them-
selves and make fun of all of 
the stupid things they do, which 
is pretty much everything I do.

To start off, I’d just like 
to say that I am indeed a fake 
blonde and very proud of it. 

I ’ve  been  dy ing  my 
hair since the end of sixth-
grade and have gotten increas-
ing ly  b londe  ever  s ince . 

To  any  o f  you  who 
have seen me with my natural 
ha i r :  s t ay  qu ie t  o r  e l se . 

I also tend to chop all 
of my hair off to avoid mental 
breakdowns, but don’t we all?

Another gorgeous aspect 
of my physical appearance 
from middle school included 
the metal poles that were 
attached to my braces in order 
to fix my horrendous overbite. 

They screwed two metal 
poles into my mouth, one on each 
side, that each had a round screw 
bit protruding out of my mouth.
It was not cute to say the least. 

I truly don’t understand 
how I had more friends back 
then than I do now; I didn’t 
even want to look at myself for 
more than two minutes at a time.

Speaking of Middle School, 
I have not grown more than 
three inches since sixth-grade, 
and that’s not an exaggeration. 

I started sixth-grade at about 
four foot eleven inches, hit five feet 
in eighth-grade, and have stopped 
growing at approximately five 
foot one and a half inches. Watch 
out WNBA, I’m coming for you.

Also, if you drive, watch 
out for me as well. My license 
test is on February 13 and I can 
barely see over the steering wheel. 

If you see a tan Subaru 
coming at you on the highway, 
don’t worry; it’s just me on 
the wrong side of the road.

I also have a bad habit of 
constantly saying I’m going to 
fight everyone when I can’t even 

open water bottles on my own. 
My arms are abnormally 

small to the point where when my 
guy friends try on my jackets, their 
arms practically rip the seams open. 

Don’t get me wrong, I may 
be three feet tall, but I will fight you.

Something else that will 
never fail to get me bullied is 
the fact that I am gluten free. 

Let me get this straight 
though:  I  did not  choose 
the  g lu ten  f ree  l i f e ,  the 
gluten free life chose me. 

I may not be legally able to 
eat gluten, but that doesn’t stop 
me when there are chicken tenders 
in the caf with mashed potatoes. 

Or when mac’n’cheese from 
Nordstrom Cafe becomes available. 

Nothing can stop me from 
that mac’n’cheese. Nothing.

As many of you may 
know I am also a fan of accents. 

Niki Taylor posing gleefully with newfound celiac disease in September. Photo courtesy of Kristin Taylor.

NBA legend Kobe Bryant 
died on Jan. 26 in a shocking 
helicopter crash in California. 

It’s hard to believe that 
the Lakers superstar of 20 years 
was taken from us all too soon 
after such a freak accident. 

Bryant made an impact 
on the NBA, as well as on 
everyone who knew him, 
or watched him play on TV. 

After the news of his passing 
broke, one could not help but 
reflect on his time as a player.

“Kobe,” as we all knew 
him, was a five time MVP who 
carried the Lakers to a total of 
five league championships in 
2000, 2001, 2002, 2009, and 2010. 

Bryant was one of the 
greatest scorers of all time, 
coming in at number four 
with just over 33,000 points. 

Statistically, Bryant isn’t 
the greatest to play basketball. 

B u t  u n l i k e  L e B r o n 
James and Michael Jordan, 
Kobe had something about 
him that made him stand out. 

It may have been his incred-

Whether it’s British or 
Southern or Irish or Jersey, I never 
fail to make myself look like an 
absolute idiot when I start talking 
in one of my mediocre accents. 

I like to think that my 
British and southern accents 

are  ac tual ly  pre t ty  good.
My friends think otherwise. 

M y  I r i s h  a c c e n t , 
h o w e v e r,  s o u n d s  l i k e  a 
donkey trying to recite poetry.

ible finesse, or the fact that he is 
the most clutch player to ever step 
foot on a basketball court, but he 
simply brought something else to 

the table that nobody else could. 
This X factor is the vari-

able that I think made him so 
great that he may even surpass 
established greats like LeBron 
James and Michael Jordan.

H e  c o m m a n d e d  t h e 
r e s p e c t  o f  e v e r y o n e  h e 
played against, win or lose. 

N o t  o n l y  d i d  K o b e 

score tens of thousands of 
points, but he revolutionized 
how the game was played. 

Although he is no longer 
with us, Bryant’s spirit will live on 
forever in the NBA, through players 

who he coached and adopted his 
play style, like Devin Booker, who 
is one and the same with Bryant.

The nuances of Kobe’s game 

are what makes him so legendary. 
He may have ret i red 

back in 2016, but you can see 
bits and pieces of him wher-
ever you go in the NBA. 

When I say he revolution-

ized basketball, I mean that the 
game was comchanged forever. 

There will never be a time 
where the essence of his play is 
no longer recognized in the sport.

It always returns the topic 
of who is really the best though. 

If a player can set records, 
and win championships and 
MVPs, there’s no doubt that he 
could be the best in the league, or 
maybe even the best of all time. 

B u t ,  w h a t  h a p p e n s 
w h e n  t h e y  r e t i r e ? 

A  p l a y e r  i s 
d e f i n e d  b y  h i s  l e g a c y. 

Bryant was able to plant 
pieces of himself throughout 
the sport, and they will continue 
to  grow with  his  legacy. 

T h i s  i s  w h a t  t r u l y 
m a k e s  a  p l a y e r  g r e a t . 

The ability to continue 
making the sport better after leaving 
the NBA, or even passing away. 

Bryant was more than 
a hero to every basketball 
player in the world; he was an 
inspiration to any person who 
wanted to better themselves. 

T h e r e i n  l i e s  t h e 
true essence of greatness.

by Niki Taylor ’21

by Cohl D’Addabbo ’21

Basketball legend Kobe Bryant and daughter Gianna Bryant enjoy watching a game. Photo courtesy of Google Images.

Perhaps my 
biggest and most 
notable character 
trait is my obses-
sion with Marvel. 

I’m not quirky. I don’t know 
why I keep doing it. I need to stop.

Another one of my ~quirky~ 
traits is the fact that I only Snap-
chat people timer pictures. 

Just the other day I sent 
someone a timer picture of me 

balancing a full hamper on my head. 
My chiropractor would not 

be happy with me for this decision.
Perhaps my biggest and 

most notable character trait 
is my obsession with Marvel. 

If you’ve ever had an inter-
action with me then you prob-
ably know about said obsession, 
but I don’t think most people 
know just how bad it actually is. 

I have multiple walls in my 
room dedicated to just Marvel 
posters, pictures, and signs. 

I also have practically a 
closet full of Marvel clothing. 

Not to mention my Marvel 
toys, Crocs, blankets, stuffed 
toys, stickers, Funko Pops, a 
bookshelf full of magazines 
and concept art books, and 
vinyls from many of the movies. 

One could say that I’m a 
bit too invested in this cinematic 
universe considering I will only see 
it for the first time on opening day. 

I also have an album in my 
camera roll entitled “Gods” with all 
of the pictures and videos I have of 
Marvel characters, actors, scenes, 
and memes from Instagram. 

As of right now there are 
1,784 pictures in said album. 

With another 473 in an album 
entitled “cevans” as in Chris Evans. 

I  admit ,  I  may have 
somewha t  o f  a  p rob lem.

B u t  d o n ’ t  w e  a l l 
h a v e  o u r  o b s e s s i o n s ? 

M i n e  j u s t  h a p p e n s 
to be with superheroes and 
V E RY a t t r a c t i v e  a c t o r s . 

After writing this I think I 
have a stronger understanding of 
why I’ve gone from having 50 
friends to having five friends, max. 

But at least my mom 
s t i l l  l o v e s  m e .  I  h o p e . 
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Hypocritical celebrity climate ‘activism’
by Madeleine Pelletier ’20

First, the facts: A major 
report last month from the U.N.’s 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change said that to stabi-
lize levels of greenhouse gas emis-
sions would require investments of 
about $13 trillion through 2030 and 
transitioning from fossil fuels to 
low-carbon sources of energy will 
cost about $44 trillion between now 
and 2050 (Technology Review). 

Climate change is expen-
sive, and the longer govern-
ments wait to do something 
about the worsening issue, the 
more costly it will become. 

Where is this money going to 
come from? People tend to forget 
that climate change is currently 
affecting the lives of many people 
around the world. The most 
vulnerable targets of the climate 
crisis are people living in poverty. 

Climate change causes food 
shortages, displaces entire popula-
tions, and threatens people’s liveli-
hoods. “Three out of four people 
living in poverty rely on agriculture 
and natural resources to survive,” 
according to Mercy Corps. 

As there is an increasing 
amount of unpredictable weather 
patterns, shifting seasons, and 
natural disasters, these vulner-
able populations are threatened. 
This means that climate change 

is a matter of life or death. 
But what about the 1%? 

The richest people in the world 
who, conveniently, live on top of 
tall hills out of reach from floods, 
or the people who travel on 
private jets everywhere they go? 

I have yet to hear of 
one of these rich celebri-
ties who doesn’t claim to be 
a climate change “activist” 
(except maybe Donald Trump). 

Most celebrity “activ-
ists” are not only inactive when 
it comes to making a significant 
donation or cutting down their 
excessive carbon footprint, but 
also extremely hypocritical in 
how they live their lavish lives. 

For example, in 2017 the 
famous English actress Emma 
Thompson flew on a private jet 
to attend a climate change rally. 
According to the National Review, 
“International air travel is one of 
the most carbon-intensive things a 
person can do,” which puts a lot of 
celebrities who claim to be climate 
“activists” at a loss for excuses. 

A similar hypocritical event 
occurred when the British Royal 
couple, Prince Harry and Megan 
Markle, lectured the world about 
climate change. “With nearly 
7.7 billion people inhabiting 
this Earth, every choice, every 
footprint, every action makes a 
difference,” said Prince Harry, 

although he and his wife fly prac-
tically everywhere on a private jet. 

Forbes reported that in 
late July, Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Katy Perry, Chris Martin, Harry 
Styles, Nick Jonas, Priyanka 
Chopra, and Orlando Bloom 
flew by private jet to a Google 
conference about climate change .

This is the problem. Celeb-
rities don’t just fail to act in 
a meaningful way on climate 
change issues, but they also 
preach to everyone the serious-
ness of climate change while they 
simultaneously make no effort to 
follow their own dire warnings. 

As much as I find it posi-
tive for celebrities to be spreading 
these messages through their large 
public platforms and spheres of 
influence, it is troubling that they, 
themselves do not make an effort to 
reduce their own carbon footprints.

How can the public be 
expected to change their way 
of life when celebrities, who 
have a considerably larger nega-
tive impact on the environment, 
refuse to give up convenience 
for more eco-friendly choices? 

As Ricky Gervais comedi-
cally and scathingly pointed out in 
his opening speech for the Golden 
Globes, “You’re in no position to 
lecture the public about anything. 
You know nothing about the real 
world. Most of you spent less time 

in school than Greta Thunberg.” 
Gervais’ comment is on 

the nose; celebrities should use 
their power and privilege to actu-
ally change the world, not to 
lecture the public when they don’t 
follow the advice themselves. 

An example of celebrities 
who have actually practiced what 
they preach is the world-famous 
band Coldplay who decided to 
suspend their world tour because of 
environmental concerns. Although 
the band has grossed more than 
$500 million, they sacrificed their 
tour and earnings to make sure that 
they could make the tour more 
sustainable and carbon-neutral. 

If more celebrities like 
Coldplay would treat the climate 
crisis like the actual crisis that 
it is, the world would be in a 
much more positive trajectory 
towards fighting climate change. 

Fighting climate change 
takes an influential platform to 
spread awareness, sacrifices, and 
money. Celebrities tend to get 
stuck in the spreading aware-
ness phase by preaching about 
climate change on their social 
media or during award shows. 

Although this is an impor-
tant step, if we don’t begin to 
make actual changes, it will 
eventually become too late. 

Celebrities are more than 
capable of donating large sums 

of money to organizations that 
are fighting climate change on 
the front-lines like helping flood 
victims in Haiti or Bangladesh or 
to scientists who hope to create 
products that are more sustain-
able, reusable, and eco-friendly. 

Celebrities are also more 
than capable of sacrificing conve-
nience in their lives for the greater 
good. Impoverished populations 
across the world are already 
suffering, and climate change has 
already taken lives so the least 
that wealthy people of power can 
do is to cut down their carbon 
footprint. And honestly, do celeb-
rities really need private jets, 
10 pools, and motorized blinds? 

Sacrifices have to be 
made for there to be any prog-
ress fighting climate change and, 
naturally, the people who have 
the most should sacrifice the 
most instead of the people with 
the least, sacrificing the most. 

Desperate Democrats: a KO alum’s take on 
Ukraine, impeachment, and corruption
by John Leuschner ’18

On Feb. 13, 2016, Donald 
Trump debated his fellow Repub-
lican candidates in the presiden-
tial race. If not already clear to 
the American people, his platform 
as a Washington dissident would 
soon be affirmed. Throughout the 
evening, president Trump, right-
fully so, threw digs at our nation’s 
bureaucrats and establishment 
politicians on both sides of the 
aisle; he called the invasion of Iraq 
a “big fat mistake,” and further 
attacked the war hawk attitude 
present throughout much of D.C. 

In doing so, he created an 
array of enemies before the concept 
of his presidency appeared at all 
likely. Consequently, upon taking 
his oath of office, many of those 
thought to be constituents of the 
president proved to be conspirators 
attempting to oust his stint in office. 
Even more so, they were aided, 
and continue to be, by a media 
so partisan and corrupt it could 
rival that of the “news” in China.

The first of these attempts 
came with the idea that now Presi-
dent Trump, had colluded with a 
foreign government to advance his 
chances in the election. While this 
theory has largely been disproven 
through hours of testimony, it is 
important to note that the accusers 
repeatedly endorse the crime in 
which they based this accusa-
tion; calling for eleven million 
illegal aliens, or in PC terms 

“undocumented persons” to vote 
in a federal election is by defini-
tion foreign interference. Further-
more, the advantage any sizable 
campaign contribution could 
possibly offer pales in comparison 
to that of eleven million votes. 

However, in this scenario, 
interference would benefit the 
Democrats and so it is okay; in 
fact, it is encouraged because 
after all, those who endorse 
this idea, (the Democratic party 
and their puppets Don Lemon, 
Rachel Maddow, Chuck Todd) 
are America’s moral compass. 

With  e lect ion season 
around the corner and not a domi-
nant candidate in sight, nor the 
possibility for a massive foreign 
vote, the Democrats sought the 
only solution left: impeachment. 
This latest charade with Ukraine 
is nothing but that: a façade to 
designed to divert the American 
public from real issues and even 
more so an attempt to garner power 
without democracy. After all, if 
Trump really did do something 
wrong, the citizens of this country 
will have the opportunity to vote 
him out of office in less than a year; 
that is how democracy works. 

Unfortunately for the Demo-
crats, they have grown out of touch 
with a group of people who once 
comprised a large portion of their 
electorate and stand nearly no 
chance in winning the next elec-
tion. Therefore, they’ve reached 
the conclusion that the only logical 

thing left to do is have Adam Schiff 
throw his impeachment hail Mary. 
While CNN has described the 
congressman’s oration as if he’s 
Julius Caesar, any logical person 
should sense a feeling of disparity; 
one you’d expect from a man who 
knows he’s about to lose the very 
thing he cares most about. For 
Adam Schiff, that thing is the 
power of his party, and its disap-
pearance is becoming imminent. 

This past week Congressman 
Schiff gave testimony for nearly 
eight hours that was in no way 
pertinent to the articles of impeach-
ment brought forward. He vehe-
mently argued the necessity of the 
400-million-dollar Ukrainian aid 
package in the name of national 
security, exclaiming it’ll help us 
fight Russia over there “so we don’t 
have to fight Russia over here.” 

The idea that we are at war 
with Russia or would even want to 
be should be scoffed at by rational 
human; it would likely mean the 
end of the world as we know it. 

However, for Adam Schiff 
and his war hawk companions such 
a national catastrophe would likely 
mean a big pay day with defense 
contractors not dissimilar to Iraq or 
Afghanistan. There was never a real 
national security threat in either of 
those foreign policy disasters, just 
like there isn’t in Russia. Yet, every 
Democrat in D.C. seems to want a 
fight with Putin. You can’t blame 
them though; it won’t be there kids 
going to die in some foreign dump. 

As a matter of fact, their kids 
will likely sit around reaping the 
benefits of nepotism: a disgusting 
habit rampant throughout D.C., 
that when questioned can get 
a sitting president impeached.

While having said during a 
press conference in 2016 that “[we] 
need to fight the cancer of corrup-
tion,” there is no denying that Joe 
Biden and his son have some shady 
business dealings. As a matter of 
fact, three weeks following that 
same press conference Biden’s son, 
Hunter, was appointed to the board 
of Ukrainian natural gas giant, 
Burisma. At the time Burisma was 
under investigation for corruption 
by the Ukrainian government; this 
investigation would soon cease. 

Ukraine was not the only 
country where Biden had busi-
ness dealings that would suggest 
a conflict of interest. In December 
of 2013 then VP Biden, along 
with his son Hunter, was greeted 
by Chinese diplomats upon 
arriving in the great red state. In 
less than two weeks, Hunter’s 
investment group would have new 
business with the government-
controlled Bank of China, aiming 
to raise 1.5 billion in capital. 

Furthermore, as AG, Pam 
Bondi pointed out during her testi-
mony, multiple witnesses called 
by the Democrats from the NSC, 
DOS, and other agencies acknowl-
edged that perhaps there existed 
a conflict of interest regarding 
Joe Biden and his son’s inolve-

ment in both Burisma and China. 
In addition to the testimony 

by federal agents, bank records 
indicate that 3.1 million dollars 
was paid by Burisma, over the 
course of 17 months (approx. 83k 
per month), to Hunter Biden and 
his business associate. This level 
of compensation far surpasses 
that of board members at fortune 
100 companies like Goldman 
Sachs, one of the world’s leading 
investment banks; at Goldman 
Sachs, board members are highly 
qualified and have generally spent 
decades in the banking sector. 

Having no knowledge of the 
natural gas industry, nor the ability 
to even speak Ukrainian, Hunter 
Biden was asked whether he 
would have his board seat had his 
last name not been Biden; to this 
question he replied, “I don’t know, 
probably not.” If it is not clear in 
the evidence provided that daddy’s 
political power played a role in 
Hunter’s business, I encourage 
you to watch Ms. Bondi’s testi-
mony; I would gladly continue 
but am constrained by a word limit.

In closing I ask the following: 
would this corruption inquiry even 
be an issue had Biden not entered 
the 2020 presidential race and more 
so, as Biden is running against 
President Trump, does that fact 
grant him immunity from being 
prosecuted for blatant corrup-
tion? In regards to Nadler, Schiff 
and those pleading for impeach-
ment, Sic Semper Tyrannis. 

Fighting climate 
change takes an 
influential plat-
form to spread 
awareness, sacri-
fices, and money.
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YOU’re going to want to watch this
by Shreeya Chalikonda ’21

by Braeden Rose ’21

On July 23, 2007, in 
the idyllic Connecticut town 
of Cheshire, a home-invasion 
turned into a triple murder. 

The perpetrators entered 
the house of Jennifer Hawke-Petit 
and William Petit, a local doctor, 
and hit Dr. Petit with a baseball 
bat, rendering him unconscious. 

Dr. Petit was then tied up 
at gunpoint in the basement. 

The perpetrators continued 
through the house, finding the 
other three members of the family 
and binding them in their rooms. 

As the night dragged 
on, the perpetrators became 
increasingly violent with the 
family, raping the 11 year old 
Michaela as well as their mother. 

Dr. Petit managed to escape 
with life-threatening injuries but 
was unable to save his family. 

The  th ree  remain ing 
members of the family were 
tied up and left with pillowcases 
over their heads as the house 
was set ablaze so the perpe-
trators could flee the scene.

I start my opinion piece 
on the death penalty with this 
horrific crime because it helps 
put into perspective the crimes 
that we’re dealing with when 
we talk about the death penalty. 

Capital punishment is a 
controversial topic and is often 
thought about in vague abstrac-
tions about human rights and the 
sanctity of life, but it’s important to 
remember that we’re dealing with 
real people who have died at the 
hands of truly awful human beings.

When we argue about the 
morality of the death penalty—
we’re talking about cases like this: 
is it logical to argue that people 
who plan out a number of murders 
and execute those plans in a truly 
evil way, that they don’t deserve 
the harshest punishment possible? 

There are many arguments 
against capital punishment, 

and one of them is that death 
isn’t the harshest punishment 
possible in our justice system.

Instead, they argue, people 
like this should be sentenced to 
life in prison and be forced to 
spend the remainder of their life 
having the feeling of guilt eat 
them alive as they contemplate 
what they’ve done. I disagree. 

First of all, can we expect 
that somebody who had no 
problem planning a murder, 
and then carried it out in an 
extremely evil way would be 
able to feel enough remorse 
for it to be a punishment? No. 

Another common argument 
against the death penalty is that no 
human has the right to kill another 
person, unless it’s for self-defense. 

I will agree with this; 
however, the death penalty is not 
just some person killing a murderer 
because they want to, it is a society 
killing a murderer as a punishment. 

There are some collective 
rights that are not possessed by 
individuals—for example, the right 
to imprison somebody as a punish-
ment is a collective right that an 
individual person does not have. 

If you found somebody that 
was stealing from your car, then 
you locked them in your basement 
for three years with food and water, 
you would definitely be arrested. 

Why? Isn’t that what prison is? 
It’s because, while any 

Opposing Opinions: capital punishment
In favor of the death penalty Against death penalty

by Bella Leuschner ’20

For a long time, legaliza-
tion of capital punishment in 
Connecticut has been one of 
the most popular socio-political 
discussions discussed in our great 
state. Connecticut has performed 
126 on record executions from 
1639 to 2005. Capital punishment 
does not exist as an available sanc-
tion for a criminal defendant upon 
conviction for the commission 
of a capital offense since 2012.

In 2012,  Connect icut 
executed one individual as well 
as those who were still on death 
row waiting for their final day 
even after the state had banned 
it. The Connecticut Supreme 
Court found applying the death 
penalty only for past cases when 
it was legal as unconstitutional. 
Thus emptying Connecticut’s 
death row ward in their prisons. 

The reason why however 
that this form of punishment is so 
popular is the question of whether 
or not it is an inhumane form of 
punishment. I do not believe that 
the death penalty should exist, 
simply because although they are 
bad people that doesn’t neces-
sarily mean they have to die.

I would much rather have 
a mass murderer or a serial killer 
have to live out the rest of their 
lives in a prison because I feel that 
it is worse punishment. I believe 
that they should have no access to 
the outside world meaning no mail, 
no visitations, and no television 
privileges in a common room area. 

I feel that is much worse 
than the electric chair because they 
have to live out the rest of their 
lives in jail, rotting for whatever 
heinous crime they had committed. 
On July 23, 2007, Jennifer Hawke-
Petit and her two daughters were 
raped and murdered while their 
father and husband was injured 
during the home invasion. 

The police had arrested the 
two murderers, Steven Hayes 

and Joshua Komisarjevsky, and 
sentenced them both to death for 
their crimes. However, Dr. William 
Petit condemned the state’s deci-
sion to abolish the death penalty 
and decided to motion in favor of 
a life sentence in prison. During 
his trial, Komisarjevsky said “I 
will never find peace within. My 
life will be a continuation of the 
hurt I caused.” He continued. 
“The flock is now ticking and 
I owe a debt I cannot repay.” 

This is exactly why the death 
penalty should not exist because 
death is an easy escape route after 
committing such a crime. Hayes 
knew it too; his defense attorney 
noted that “Hayes smiled upon 
hearing the jury’s recommendation 
of a death sentence.” Hayes knew 
life would be easier for him if it just 
ended rather than living in a cell. 

I am not saying that whoever 
should be placed on death row 
will at some point feel remorseful 
for their crimes because in some 
cases they won’t. That is just 
how they are; for example, Tex 
Watson. The leading man in the 
Charles Manson murders. Watson, 
like the Petit murders had been 
pardoned of the death penalty,;he 
never showed any remorse for 
the seven murders he committed. 

Tex Watson was a brain-
washed member of the Manson 
Family Cult and became deeply 
religious, believing he was prac-
tically the second coming of the 
devil. The reason why him staying 
alive is also important is because 
he is an extraordinary case. He 
was a farm boy from Texas who 
was in a fraternity in college and 
all of a sudden became a cult 
member and convicted murderer. 

He is someone who is 
crucial to the study of psychology, 
and how to find signs of when 
someone is going to snap. Having 
these horrible human beings alive 
and studying them is also how our 
government can find similar traits 

[I]t’s important 
to remember that 
we’re dealing 
with real people 
who have died 
at the hands of 
truly awful human 
beings.

random person doesn’t have the 
right to lock somebody up as 
a punishment, a society does. 

 T h i s  i s  t h e  s a m e 
f o r  c a p i t a l  p u n i s h m e n t . 

I can’t kill somebody 
because they killed my friend, 
for example, but society can. 

And so long as the methods 
that determine somebody’s guilt 
or innocence are fair, then capital 
punishment is a fair punishment 
for somebody who deserves it. 

And if the methods that deter-
mine somebody’s guilt or inno-
cence are fair, and there is always 
room for improvement, that’s not 
something that stopping executions 
will help; rather, changes need 
to be made to the court system. 

 In addition, it’s not 
like criminals who commit 
these crimes are unaware of the 
consequences of their actions; 
they’re adults who decided, 
ahead of time, to kill somebody. 

They know that they could 
face the death penalty if they 
live in a state where it’s legal. 

To a certain degree, by 
continuing to live in a state/juris-
diction where the death penalty 
is legal, AND killing somebody, 
they’ve agreed that capital punish-
ment can be used against them. 

By living in a certain 
society, one signs a certain 
type of contract with society. 

They will get benefits, but 
they will have to sacrifice some of 
their personal freedoms to enjoy the 
safety that their society provides. 

In many cases, this includes 
the death penalty, not something 
that the government is forcing 
upon people, rather, a natural 
consequence of decisions that 
criminals made for themselves.

I  hope I’ve managed 
to convince you about how 
executing somebody can, in 
fact, be the moral thing to do 
under certain circumstances, and 
that the death penalty should 
continue to be legal in the US.

The show “YOU” made it’s 
return to Netflix with its second 
season released on Dec 26, 2019. 
After over a year since the first 
installment, the show’s creators had 
to up the suspense and creepiness. 

I have three words that 
describe the whole season: plot 
twist central. If you thought the 
first season was messed up and 
weird, watch the second one.

In the first season Joe Gold-
berg, the main character played by 
Penn Badgley, is overly obsessed 
with a girl named Guinevere Beck 
(played by Elizabeth L`ail) and 
he goes to extreme measures, 
including murdering people, in 
order to make her his girlfriend. 

At the end of the first 
season, his old girlfriend Candace 
(played by Ambyr Childers) 
comes back after being teased as 
dead. Throughout the first season, 

we see scenes of what Joe did to 
Candance and her friends, and as 
we watch Beck go through the 
same things, we can only see his 
psychotic nature show through. 

The last scene of the first 
season was Candace coming back 
,and they left us a year to ponder 
what might happen to Candace 
next and if she was even real 
or a ghost? At the beginning of 
the next season it doesn’t really 
address her arrival. It skips to 
setting the scene for the rest of the 
episodes. Joe Goldberg moves to 
Los Angeles even though that’s 
his least favorite place. He does 
so to stay hidden – we can only 
presume he is hiding from Candace 
or even the law for what he did in 
New York. He changes his name 
to Will Bettelheim, and it seems 
he also changed his ways of life. 

He sees a girl named Love 
(played by Victoria Pedretti), and 
he is immediately drawn back to 

his prior habits but also tries to 
stop the urge to stalk her. Instead, it 
seems as though Love knows a lot 
about “Will,” and she might even 
be pulling a Joe Goldberg on him. 
Then comes the first plot twist, 
which I won’t spoil completely, 
but let’s just say Will Bettelheim 
isn’t much different from Joe. 

In addition to growing a 
relationship with Love, Will works 
with Love and her twin brother 
Forty (played by James Scully). 
Forty becomes a huge part of 
this season as Love’s brother and 
also sort of as Will’s sidekick. 

Finally, as a way to show 
how Will/Joe has actually changed 
when he comes to LA, they intro-
duce two sisters who own and 
live in the same building as him. 
He grows a pretty tight connec-
tion to the younger one (played by 
Jenna Ortega). Added to the fact 
that she is only 15 years old, she is 
living alone with her older sister 

(played by Carmela Zumbado) 
who is an aspiring gossip journalist 
and doesn’t quite have her life 
together yet. Therefore, Will ends 
up playing a big role in her life for 
the time that they have together.

This show, especially the 
first season, does a really good job 
of putting in perspective what girls 
who live in the city alone have to 
deal with. It shows the reality of sex 
offenders and predators living in a 
very populated area. It also high-
lights the lengths gone for love. 
How far is too far even if it’s done 
with love? This show toys with 
that question a lot in the second 
season by involving many different 
characters in scandals and plot 
twists all while having the whole 
thing revolve around Will/Joe. 

I personally think the first 
season is better because the second 
was hard to get through. There 
were many interesting and fast 
paced parts of the second season, 

but there were some lulls in the 
show that made it boring to watch 
for long periods of time. They did 
really well with the pace of the 
first one and so many different 
things kept happening in the 
first one. Granted, a lot of events 
occur in the second one, maybe 
even more than the first, but the 
first season is a classic and not as 
forced, whereas the second season 
seems very forced and off. I highly 
recommend that if you watched the 
first season, you definitely need 
to see the second because it’s 
just another play on the human 
psyche of a murderer/predator. A 
little disclaimer, be ready to see a 
lot of blood and murder. It’s not 
over the top, but people do die. 

If you haven’t watched the 
first season yet, be ready to watch 
one of the creepiest shows ever that 
makes you want to close all your 
curtains and lock your windows 
and doors in the middle of the day. 

continued on page 12. 
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continued on page 12. 

‘You Oughta Know’ about ‘JLP’
by Madeline Acaro ’21

When the new smash hit 
“Jagged Little Pill” opened on 
Broadway in early December, 
it received hundreds of (well 
deserved) positive reviews and 
quickly became a front runner 
in the predictions for the 2020 
Tony Awards. I got the opportu-
nity to see the show right after 
Christmas, and it has since become 
my second favorite Broadway 
show I’ve seen (second only to 
“Hamilton,” because, come on). 

“Jagged Little Pill” is a 
jukebox musical, meaning the 
music was originally written as an 
album, not specifically for the show. 

The original album, by 
Alanis Morrisette was a 90’s 
classic and has some of the most 
iconic songs from the era. Most 
jukebox musicals don’t do super 
well on Broadway due to the 
story not always fitting in with 
the music, but the writer of “JLP,” 
Diablo Cody, did a fantastic job 
writing a story around the music. 

 The  show fo l lows 
the Healy family, a seemingly 
perfect family from the suburbs 
of Connecticut. Mary Jane, better 
known as MJ, was in a car acci-
dent in the beginning of the year 

and has since had an almost 
complete recovery. She’s envied 
around town: she goes to Soul-
cycle, eats perfectly, and has a 
great family. Her husband, Steve, 
just got a big promotion at work.

 Their son, Nick, recently 
got into Harvard. And Frankie, 
their adopted African-American 
daughter is invested in social 
justice and making the world a 
better place. That’s where things 
start to fall apart. MJ is addicted 
to opioids, and Steve is addicted 
to pornography and work. 

Nick starts to fall under the 
pressure of being the “perfect” 
son, and witness the rape of 
his friend Bella. Not knowing 
what to do, he doesn’t do or say 
anything. And Frankie feels 
out of place in her family, and 
turns to her best friend, Jo. 

Not only are they best 
friends; they’re friends with 
benefits. When Jo walks in on 
Frankie sleeping with a guy 
from her English class, she feels 
betrayed and hurt, and immedi-
ately tells her parents. Frankie 
then runs off to New York.

The intricate story covers a 
lot of things: drug addiction, rape, 
sexuality struggles, racism, and 
the typical angsty high school life. 

It can get hard to follow 
the storyline, but if  the audience 
pays attention, it’s not super diffi-
cult to understand. The story rips 
at your core and makes you think 
about your life, and how things 
aren’t as perfect as they may seem. 

Alanis Morrisette’s “Jagged 
Little Pill” is overall an amazing 
album, and transferred beauti-
fully into the stage production. 

The iconic “Ironic” is set in 
a writer’s workshop in an English 
class, with students criticizing the 
fact that it isn’t actually ironic, 
where Morrisette (who had a huge 
part in the production of the show) 
gets to make fun of herself and 
gives a nod to the original criti-
cisms of the writing of the song.

“All I Really Want” is set 
up as an argument with Frankie 
and MJ, and is a perfect vehicle 
to demonstrate a real mother-
daughter relationship. “Head Over 
Feet” is adorable, and Phoenix 
(the boy who Frankie falls in love 
with) and Frankie sing a cute duet. 

All of the music in the 
show is amazing, but the true 
show-stopper is the notorious 
“You Oughta Know,” sung by 
Jo. Lauren Patten, who plays Jo, 
gets an incredibly well-deserved 
standing ovation every night 

after that song, and words cannot 
describe the emotions that she 
pulls out of herself when she sings 
the song. It’s truly gut wrenching. 

While Patten is easily the 
standout of the show, Celia Rose 

Grammys entertain
by Joey Fago ’20

The 62nd Grammy Awards 
took place on Sunday, Jan. 26, at 
the Staples Center in Los Angeles. 

For the second year in a 
row, singer Alicia Keys hosted the 
awards show and did not disap-
point. With the tragic passing of 
Kobe Bryant, sadness filled the air 
of the awards. “We’re all feeling 
crazy sadness right now,” Keys 
said in her opening monologue, 
“standing here in the house that 
Kobe Bryant built...we never imag-
ined in a million years we would 
have to start the show like this.” 

Over the course of the 
night, there were 22 separate 
performances from various artists 
ranging from some of the newest 
artists like Billie Eilish, to verteran 
performers such as Aerosmith. 

Lizzo, who was the most 
nominated artist of the night, 
opened the show with a medley 
of her hit songs “Cuz I Love You” 
and “Truth Hurts.” At the very 
beginning of the performance, 
Lizzo dedicated her performance 
to Kobe Bryant and then launched 
straight into her song “Cuz I love 
You.” This song showcased her 
vocal talents, while her perfor-
mance of her hit song “Truth 
Hurts” got the audience to their 
feet and prepared them for one 
of her signature flute solos. 

I enjoyed Lizzo’s perfor-
mance even though I am not a huge 
fan of her music. The energy that 
she brought to her performance set 
the tone for the night, making her 
the perfect choice to open the show. 

The night consisted of many 
tribute performances, but the one 
that stood out to me the most was 

the Nipsey Hustle tribute. The 
performance opened with a spot-
light on rappers Meek Mill and 
YG, transitioning over to John 
Legend on the piano, accompa-
nied by a choir with features by 
DJ Khaled and Kirk Franklin. At 
the end of the performance, the 
onstage screens projected images 
of both Nipsey Hustle and Kobe 
Bryant. Overall, the performance 
was extremely entertaining, 
and every artist visibly gave it 
their all to pay tribute to Nipsey.  

Ariana Grande performed 
a melody of songs from her hit 
album, “thank u, next.” She started 
her performance standing in front 
of an orchestra, singing a mashup 
of her song “Imagine” and the 
classic show tune, “My Favorite 
Things.” Then, she quickly tran-
sitioned into her more up-beat 
songs “7 Rings” and “Thank U, 
Next,” accompanied by back-
ground dancers and a set change. 
The performance that Grande gave 
was exactly what I expected from 
her, and she never fails to entertain 
any audience she is put in front of. 

Lil Nas X’s performance of 
“Old Town Road” and “Rodeo” 
had me cringing at some moments 
and smiling at others. The perfor-
mance opened with Nas alone 
but soon transformed as he began 
walking around a revolving set, 
leading into a showcase of verses 
from artists such as k-pop group 
BTS, Mason Ramsey, and Billy 
Ray Cyrus. I thought the overall 
idea of the performance was clever, 
but the vocals from Lil Nas and 
his overall performance fell short. 

My most anticipated perfor-
mance was from 18-year-old break 
through artist, Billie Eilish. She 

performed her song “when the 
party’s over,” accompanied by her 
brother Finneas on piano. Billie’s 
soft yet haunting voice flowed 
through the ballad, showing the 
audience and viewers at home 
that she is a unique artist. This 
performance stood out because it 
was not overproduced with back-
ground dancers, light changes, 
and costume changes; it simply 
showcased the originality of Billie 
as an artist. Unlike many, I was 
not surprised that she won five 
awards, including the four biggest 
categories: album, song and record 
of the year, and best new artist.  

Demi Lovato, performing 
live for the first time since being 
hospitalized in 2018 for a drug 
overdose, gave the most raw and 
vulnerable performance of the 
night. Performing her new ballad, 
“Anyone,” was no easy feat for 
Lovato, as she choked up at the start 
of the song and had to start over. 

Finishing the song while 
tears streamed down her face 
as she belted some of the most 
vocally demanding notes of 
the night, earned her a well-
deserved standing ovation. 

I have always been a fan 
of Lovato due to her immense 
amount of talent. I can easily 
say that this was my favorite 
performance of the night .

The night was filled with 
both dramatic ballad perfor-
mances and show stopping melo-
dies from the years biggest stars. 

From witnessing this 
years newest artist, Billie Eilish,  
sweep every major category, to 
watching artists pay tribute to 
Kobe Bryant, the 62nd Grammy 
Awards is one for the books. 

Mendes’ magic
by Bella Leuschner ’20

A new World War I film 
called “1917” swept through 
the Golden Globes and the SAG 
Awards. Directed, co-written, 
and produced by Sam Mendes, 
the movie will keep you holding 
your breath through the entire 
film. Starring George MacKay 
and Dean-Charles Chapman, two 
young British soldiers during 
World War I  deal with a task of 
delivering a message calling off 
an attack doomed to fail. The 
pair has to cross no man’s land, 
move through abandoned German 
trenches, pass through aban-
doned homes, and cross through 
German-occupied territories. 

The only reason why these 
two are tasked with such a chal-
lenge is that Chapman’s character, 
Lance Corporal Blake’s older 
brother, is one of the 1,600 men 
that will die if they fail this mission. 
I know sounds similar to “Saving 
Private Ryan,” with the whole 
playing the brother card. However, 
the movies could not be more 
different. The way that “1917” 
was shot has to be one of the main 
factors keeping your in your seat. 

The whole movie is done 
in one singular shot. That means 
there are no breaks. Everything 
is at a constant moving pace, 
which gives you the same feeling 
of angst that the two young men 
are facing. There is no stop-
ping to rest for the night because 
if they get to the base after 
dawn, it will have been too late. 

Another thing that makes 
“1917” so interesting  is that 
this is a story we do not learn 
in our everyday modern world 

history class, although we do 
learn of details regarding certain 
areas they travel through. This 
film was not based on a true 
story, which makes my anxiety 
so much worse because I can’t 
think, “Oh someone survived 
to tell what they went through.” 

I have never been more 
nervous about a character’s 
survival in any movie because it 
wasn’t ever predictable, which 
is what is so fantastic about the 
movie. You could think one thing 
is going to happen, and then some-
thing you never even considered 
being a threat became a threat. 

What is so unique about 
the film is that the two leads 
were not big name actors before. 
I had never seen either of them 
as a lead in anything else and I 
love when that happens, because 
I feel it’s the actors’ oppor-
tunity to prove themselves. 

Sam Mendes was very smart 
when casting because not only did 
he use no named actors as the leads, 
but he cast very strong supporting 
actors to play simple roles for about 
five minutes each. Colin Firth 
played General Erinmore, and he 
spoke for probably three minutes, 
which I find crazy because he is 
such a well known British actor. 

Anyway, the movie is one 
hour and 59 minutes, which I know 
sounds long, but it was worth it. 
It’s so action-packed that it only 
feels like you’re sitting there for 
30 minutes. The movie has done 
exceptionally well at the awards: 
it was nominated for an Academy 
Award for Best Picture as well 
as winning the Golden Glove for 
Best Motion Picture—Drama. 
The movie is currently in theaters 

 The story rips 
at your core and 
makes you think 
about your life 
and how things 
aren’t as perfect 
as they may seem. 
Gooding is stunning as Frankie. 
Her voice projects through the 
theater gorgeously, and she is 
amazing as her character. One 
thing that is unique about the 
Broadway production is that 
almost all of the actors have been 
in the show since the very begin-
ning in 2017, and have had years 
to develop the characters that 
they play. This leads to a uniquely 
close-knit cast and actors who 
know their characters more than 
anyone else ever would. Even the 
ensemble members have their own 

characters, which makes more of 
an impact than one would think.

“Jagged Little Pill” deserves 
all the praise and more. Audi-
ences who like Dear Evan Hansen 
will definitely enjoy “JLP.” The 
emotion you feel are very similar, 
and it hits just as hard. Having seen 
both, they both require a mature 
mindset, but “JLP” creates a lot 
more opportunities for audiences 
to think and absorb the material. 

One thing that makes the 
show stand out is that the story 
could be made into a play, without 
the music (although the music 
adds so much). I can’t say the 
same about a lot of musicals. A 
logistical thing to note is that the 
theater recommends only 14 year 
olds and above to see the show, 
no younger. I actually got stopped 
at the door to be given a warning 
that I might not be mature enough 
to see it, because they thought I 
was 12. I definitely agree with the 
recommendation, and would even 
say that it should be raised to 16. 

Overall, “Jagged Little Pill” 
is a wonderful show, and hope-
fully will win as many Tonys 
as it deserves. It is a fantastic 
show and will leave audi-
ences crying and happy at the 
same time. Bring your tissues. 
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Scorsese scores again Raving about ramen

‘Rise of the Skywalker’ falls short

by Aakash Gunturu ’22 by Shreeya Chalikonda ’21

by Niki Taylor ’21

Martin Scorsese’s latest 
film, “The Irishman,” was 
recently nominated for ten 
Academy Awards, five Golden 
Globes, and ten BAFTA awards. 

As of now, the film has 
received 307 award nomina-
tions and won 58 of them.

The film is based on the 
true story of Frank Sheeran, a 
Pennsylvanian truck driver who 
becomes part of a crime family. 
Scorsese mainly selects movies 
with a true story behind it. 

This is evident through 
“Goodfellas” (1990), based 
on Henry Hill, “Wolf of Wall 
Street,”(2013), based on Jordan 
Belford, and “Casino” (1995), 
based on Frank Rosenthal

His most recent film, 
“The Irishman” follow the true 
events of Frank Sheeran, Jimmy 
Hoffa, and Russel Bufalino. 

Did Scorsese cast the 
right actors for their roles? 
For the most part, each actor 
played their role perfectly.

The first main actor in the 
film was Al Pachino playing 
the infamous Jimmy Hoffa. 
Hoffa was a labour union 
leader who meddled in politics. 

To government officials, 
Hoffa was meant to be seen 
as a radical. To lower ranking 
people, he was meant to be seen 
as a savior who would fulfill 
all their hopes and wishes. 

The fi lm did a great 
job in showing both angles 
o f  t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  r a c e . 

At times, the film would 
show government officials 

conversing negatively about 
Hoffa, in a way that seemed to 
portray him as reformist for the 
worst. The other moments showed 
Hoffa as more of a saint who 
would satisfy the public’s needs. 

Personally, I think Paci-
no’s best acting took place 
when he was alone with only 
Sheeran. Only then would Hoffa 
be portrayed as a “good guy.” 

He wasn’t either of the 
personalities the people portrayed 
him as. He was himself, a person 
who wanted the best. We see 
later that Pacino’s acting was 
the only thing that covered 
up Hoffa’s true intentions.

Pacino’s mafia role has 
been astonishing ever since he 
played Micheal Corleone in the 
“Godfather.” Similarly, Robert 
De Niro has also been spectacular 
since his role as Vito Corleone in 
the “Godfather.” De Niro plays 
Frank Sheeran in “The Irishman.” 

Sheeran was developed to 
be a confident, ruthless, and loyal 
hitman. His catchphrase was, “I 
heard you paint houses.” The paint 
refers to the blood splatter on the 
walls after someone was killed. 

Although this may be true 
,we see De Niro play Sheeran as 
a slightly compassionate and hesi-
tant guy during the end of his reign. 
I believe this was more accurate as 
it showed more human in Sheeran. 

De Niro’s acting as a young 
Sheeran was equally fantastic. 
The young Sheeran was untested 
and willing to prove his loyalty 
to the Bufalino crime family. 

He eventually proved 
his loyalty which gave him the 
ability to move up in ranks in the 

crime family. De Niro’s confident 
acting portrayed young Sheeran 
as he was meant to be, phleg-
matic and ready to do anything.

Finally, we see Joe Pesci play 
the one and only Russel Bufalino. 
Bufalino was probably the hardest 
character to read in the film. 

He kept most of his thoughts 
to himself and wasn’t very 
outgoing. Pesci played this role 
flawlessly. In past Scorese movies, 
Pesci played loud and ambitious 
characters. The role of Bufalino 
may have been the hardest to play 
as he expressed the most emotion 
while being the least approachable. 

An issue with the film that 
connected with the acting was the 
CGI. The film flipped back and 
forth from the past and present. This 
required young and old characters. 

At this point, De Niro was 
76, Pesci was 76, and Pacino 
was 79. They were meant to 
look like they were 20 to 30. 

The production staff spent 
lots of money on the CGI age 
generator but it didn’t work as well 
as it could have. This affected the 
way you perceive each character. 

Overall ,  the plot was 
intense with many twists and 
turns every time you think you 
know a character. One issue 
I could see as problematic 
was the number of characters. 

The film introduced many 
characters without giving an 
explanation of who they are 
and why they are important. 

Due to Scorsese’s casting for 
the film, the plot, and the true story 
behind it, “The Irishman” became 
a nominee for the Golden Globe 
Award for Best Motion Picture. 

Kaliubon Ramen is a new 
restaurant in the center located at 
54 Memorial Rd, West Hartford, 
CT 06107. It opened on Jan 22, 
2020 and in only its first week has 
heard a lot of buzz around the KO 
community. I went the first day it 
opened, so here are my thoughts.

Even before we walked 
in, we could smell the food from 
outside. It was very welcoming 
and got us in the mood for Asian 
food. When you walk in, there is 
a bar to one side. The decorations 
are modern with blue neon lights 
on the walls.  It’s a really cool vibe.

There is limited seating, 
but it’s totally worth it. Most 
of the tables are for two people 
but there are some larger booths 
towards the back. They seated 
us pretty quickly, and our server 
came out to greet us shortly after. 

We were there for lunch, 
and so we were given the lunch 
menu. They offered 11 different 
ramen options (prices ranging 
from $11-$13) and they even 
have gluten free noodles. They 
had a lunch combo option that 
included your choice of ramen 
and one of the starters for only $15. 

We ordered the lunch combos 
with garlic edamame and the pork 
bao as our choice of starters. The 
garlic edamame was a spin on 
regular edamame and came with a 
coating of spices and garlic. I never 
thought spicy edamame would 
taste good, but it was amazing. 

The pork bao was pretty 
interesting. It was a really weird 
texture, but the pork tasted good 
and it was a good size to start off 

the meal. I probably wouldn’t get 
it again, but if you’re fine with 
the sticky, doughy texture of 
the bao, then it’s a good option. 

As for ramen, I ordered the 
tokyo chicken ramen, which I was 
very surprised by. For only $12 
,there was so much ramen. The 
chicken and noodles were very 
good. Just a little warning before 
you go, they give you chopsticks 
and eating the noodles with chop-
sticks is very difficult but makes 
the experience so much better. 

My friend ordered the 
wonton ramen. She thought that 
it was really good because the 
broth flavor was perfect with 
just the right amount of meaty 
flavor and spice. The ramen is 
served with an egg as well, and 
she thought it was very authentic. 

As for drinks, they had stan-
dard drinks like soda and juices, 
but they also had bubble tea. I 
ordered the cappuccino milk tea 
with tapioca bubbles. It was a 
pretty average tasting bubble tea; it 
wasn’t much better than any other 
bubble tea I’ve had before, but it 
wasn’t bad. My friend got the rose 
milk tea, and that one was really 
interesting. I was kind of skeptical 
about the rose, but it surprised me. 

We were in a rush while we 
were eating, so I worried that it 
would take a while considering 
it was a sit down restaurant, but 
they brought out the food pretty 
fast and it came out hot so they 
made it fresh. It tasted fresh too. 

Next time you need a 
place to get food in the center, 
go to Kaliubon. I won’t hesi-
tate to say I will be going back 
for more ramen. It’s addicting!

Trying to figure out how 
to properly end a trilogy is no 
doubt quite difficult. Trying to 
figure out how to end an entire 
saga that is probably one of the 
most popular movie franchises 
in history can be a bit trickier. 
Trying to do both in a way that 
pleases everyone: impossible.

The ninth installment of the 
Star Wars saga was released on 
December 20, 2019. Raking in a 
rather disappointing $374 million 
in its opening weekend, “Star Wars: 
The Rise of Skywalker” did not 
live up to most fans’ expectations.

After the controversial 
eighth installment, “The Last 
Jedi,” fans were hoping for a 
better way to end the trilogy/
saga. Director JJ Abrams took 
the reigns from “The Last Jedi” 
director Rian Johnson and made a 
seemingly half-hearted attempt at 
returning to the style of previous 
installments such as episode 
one “A New Hope” and episode 
seven “The Force Awakens.”

Most fans consider “The 
Force Awakens” to be one of, if 
not the, best of the saga. Abrams 
was also the director of that 
film, so it was even more disap-
pointing that he didn’t live up to 
his first project with the franchise. 

Abrams did return to the 
style of previous films and did a 
pretty good job at making the plot 
feel like it did during the 80s at the 
peak of the franchise; however, 
the movie lacked in enrapturing 
most audience members’ attention. 

Following the plot lines 
and character arcs of previously 
introduced characters like Rey 
(played by Daisy Ridley), Kylo 
Ren (played by Adam Driver), 
Finn (played by John Boyega), 
and Poe (played by Oscar Isaac), 
“Rise of Skywalker” does a 
mediocre job at giving everyone a 
journey and ending they deserve.

Don’t get me wrong; I’m 
actually a fan of the movie. 
It just didn’t live up to what 
I thought it was going to be.

The CGI was incredible, the 
soundtrack was extremely well 
fitting, and the acting on all parts 
was superb; the plot however, could 
have been improved upon a bit. 

Honestly, it’s just lazy 
writing at this point to throw the 
audience back into the neverending 
question of who Rey really is. 

If the writers wanted to 
make her character and this story-
line the main one, then maybe they 
could’ve done a better job with it. 
Instead, they just made her the 
granddaughter of Emperor Palpa-
tine, who’s supposed to be dead. Big 

whoop. Give me a better plot twist. 
Daisy Ridley shone bright 

in this movie despite her char-
acter arc and writing. Her acting 
and mannerisms were spot on 
as usual and truly brought her 
character to life and allowed the 
audience to connect with her.

Other notable performances 
came from John Boyega and Adam 
Driver whose  characters were 
both given better writing and arcs.

I’m personally a big fan of 
Kylo Ren which made his screen 
time that much more enjoyable 
for me – especially his char-
acter development throughout 
the movie and into the finale. 

Sacrificing himself to save 
Rey proved to audiences that he 
is much more than just a kid who 
was drawn in by the dark side and 
that the dark side doesn’t have 
a permanent hold on anyone.

John Boyega was given 
good personal writing; however, 
his journey throughout the movie 
wasn’t as strong as it could 
have been. It was a whole lot of 
bouncing around the universe 
on a seemingly never ending 
quest to find a Sith pathfinder.

The highlights of this 
film were no doubt the appear-
ances by familiar faces that all 
Star Wars fans know and love. 

The late Carrie Fisher 

reprised her role as General Leia 
through the magic of CGI and 
unused footage from “The Force 
Awakens.” We may have lost Leia 
(for good) in this film, but seeing 
Carrie Fisher on the big screen again 

was certainly a treat for everyone.
Another returner caught 

most by surprise when he showed 
up in the middle of the movie 
out of nowhere on some obscure 
planet. Billy Dee Williams 
reprised his famous role as Lando 
Calrissian from the original 
trilogy and brought some much 

needed familiarity and sense of 
style that the older films held. 

Both Mark Hamill and 
Harrison Ford also reprised 
their roles as Luke Skywalker 
and Han Solo, respectively. 

Even though their characters 
had both died in previous movies, 
Hamill and Ford were able to 
continue their characters’ presence 
in a way that made the film feel like 
some of the original ones – a feat 
that JJ Abrams probably wouldn’t 
have been able to accomplish 
had it not been for their return.

This film follows the 
journey of the Rebel Alliance in 
their journey to try and stop the 
Final Order, under the control of 
Emperor Palpatine, from rising. 

By incorporating stun-
ning fight scenes, whether it was 
hand-to-hand combat, lightsaber 
duels, or ships being shot at in 
the middle of space, Abrams 
was able to successfully create a 
sense of danger and adrenaline.

Moving forward, there isn’t 
a clear path that the franchise 
will seemingly take in expanding 
upon the characters that audiences 
have come to know and love. 

Wherever Disney takes us in 
the future in the cinematic universe 
about a galaxy far, far away, fans  
everywhere know that no matter 
what, we are in good hands. 

The CGI was 
incredible, the 
soundtrack was 
extremely well 
fitting, and the 
acting on all parts 
was superb; the 
plot however, 
could have been 
improved upon a 
bit.
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Welcome Director of Facilities Justin Wolfradt
by Esha Kataria ’20

On Tuesday Dec. 10, the 
KO community welcomed Justin 
Wolfradt as the new Director 
of Facilities at assembly, while 
bidding goodbye to Larry 
Marciano, who worked at KO 
for a number of years before 
heading off to retirement. 

Mr. Wolfradt earned his 
bachelor of science degree in 
general studies and engineering 
management as well as a master’s 
of science in construction manage-
ment from UConn. He worked 

in the facilities department of 
UConn Health for 15 years, 
pursuing projects on environ-
mental controls, HVAC, and also 
running general maintenance. 

Mr. Wolfradt said he decided 
to take advantage of this oppor-
tunity at KO because he knew it 
would be a great jump in his career. 

“At organizations like UConn, 
since they are so big, things tend 
to be siloed, so for facilities you 
only really work on capital proj-
ects and renovation,” he said. “But 
at KO, those silos are combined 
into one, and facilities encom-

passes all of those, so I can get 
much more opportunity here.” 

Starting in May of last 
year, Director of Finance and 
Operations Colleen Woerlen led 
a hiring committee comprised of 
faculty and staff to help decide 

the position of Director of Facili-
ties. The team reviewed over 60 
resumes, interviewed, and then 
welcomed five candidates onto 
campus. Ms. Woerlen said that 
Mr. Wolfradt stood out because 

of his immense knowledge 
and experience. “He has had a 
succession of promotions, and 
also a great education,” she said.

Committee member Carolyn 
McKee said she agreed that Mr. 
Wolfradt was the best candidate. 
“He had overseen some large 
projects at UConn Health and is 
very clearly a team member,” she 
said. “There were big shoes to fill 
with Mr. Marciano leaving, and 
we were looking for somebody 
with managerial experience, and 
someone who understands the 
demands of a school and wanted 
to be part of a community. He has 
been great, and we are excited to 
welcome him to the community.” 

After being hired in mid-
November, Mr. Wolfradt worked 

“He has had 
a succession 
of promotions, 
and also a great 
education.”

 — Colleen 
Woerlen

with Mr. Marciano until the end 
of December, which helped him 
transition and really learn about 
the buildings and the campus. 
Mr. Wolfradt’s role on campus 
encompasses overseeing the 
daily operations, maintenance 
of the facilities, and looking 
for different opportunities and 
contracts for cost effectiveness. 

He is also working on a 
maintenance plan to align with 
the school’s strategic plan and 
build for the future. “It has been 
great,” he said. “Some of the chal-
lenges I have faced is to break the 
status quo, and identify where we 
can improve as a whole. We have 
the LED lighting that will help get 
the campus get to 100% LED for 
energy savings in March, and there 
is also a possibility of renovating 
the library or building a new one.” 
He said that he looks forward to 
embarking on new endeavors. 

“What excites me the most is 
the possibility of capital projects, 
putting a mark on the campus, 
and becoming a part of the KO 
community which has been so 
welcoming,”  he said. “When I 
came and interviewed here, the first 
thing I noticed was the pride and 
how happy everyone is here. The 
facilities crew took great care of 
the campus and building and made 
me want to be a part of it too.” 

We welcome Mr. Wolfradt 
and are excited to see his plans 
for the school come to life.  

“The first thing I 
noticed was the 
pride and how 
happy everyone is 
here.” 
 — Justin Wolfradt

Swim team training trip 3v3 is successful
by Marrich Somridhivej ’22

On Dec. 31, 2019, 10 swim-
mers and two coaches of the King-
swood Oxford Swimming and 
Diving team gathered bright and 
early at Bradley Airport to travel to 
Orlando, Flo. for their 30th annual 
training trip. They kicked off the 
new year by spending six days 
training hard and had fun together. 
They returned on Jan. 5, 2020.

by Marrich Somridhivej ’22

On Monday, Jan. 6, the 
Kingswood Oxford boys basket-
ball team hosted a 3v3 basketball 
tournament to raise money for a 
program in Boston that promotes 
autism awareness and inclusion in 
sports. A total of 30 teams played, 
which consisted of alumni, parents, 
and both Upper School students and 
Middle School students, some even 
from outside the KO community.

The tournament ran for 
two hours. During the first 
hour, each team played six 
games against other teams. 

“Based on how you did there, 
the top teams were seeded, and then 
we did a single elimination tourna-
ment for the second hour,” Spanish 
teacher and varsity boys basketball 
assistant coach Ronald Garcia said. 

When the tournament 
concluded, medals were given 
out to each member of the team 
that performed the best in each 
division. There were four divi-
sions: middle school, high 
school varsity and JV, and adults.

As part of a charity basket-
ball game at TD Garden in Boston, 
the KO boys basketball team raised 
money for an autism awareness 
and inclusion in sports program. 

“All teams that play in 
Boston Garden on that day need 
to raise at least $7,200, so we 
had different ideas of ways to 
raise money for that program,” 
Mr. Garcia said. “The 3v3 was 
one of the ways to raise money.” 

According to Mr. Garcia, 
junior Carter Meshanic proposed 
the idea of a 3v3 tourna-
ment. This idea proved to be 
successful as 30 teams partici-
pated and $900 was made. 

The basketball team also 
hosted events subsequent to the 
3v3 tournament to raise money, 
such as an NBA 2K20 video 
game tournament in November 
and t ickets for the game. 

Each team was charged 
$30, and extra money was 
donated as well. Mr. Garcia said 
his favorite part of the tourna-
ment was that everyone enjoyed it. 

“Everyone had fun, and it 
was nice playing against different 
people,” he said. “We had great 
varsity players who were playing 
against Middle School [students] at 
some point, or playing against older 
people and everyone had fun.”

Mr. Garcia and the boys 
basketball team hopes that the 
game at TD Garden can be some-
thing they look forward to every 
year, as it is a great experience for 
the players and they get to raise 
money for a good cause. “Hope-
fully we are able to do the game 
at the Boston Garden every year,” 
Mr. Garcia said. “If we do, then 
we’ll raise money every single 
year. We are also hoping to do 
something to raise money over 
the summer for next year’s game.”

The boys varsity basket-
ball team still enjoyed the experi-
ence of playing at TD Garden and 
raising money for a good cause.

The team swam at the Rosen 
Family YMCA Aquatic Center. 
Each day they had two practices: 
a morning practice from 7:00 a.m. 
to 9:00 a.m., or 5:00 a.m. to 7:00 
a.m., depending on if there was an 
activity planned in the afternoon 
or not, and an afternoon prac-
tice from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

According to science teacher 
and swim coach Alex Kraus, having 

two practices a day provided the 
students on the trip some more 
challenges and room to grow. 

“If someone is doing 
way more workout[s] during a 
day than they are used to, then 
they will adapt and grow to 
that,” he said. “There are a lot 
of education pieces to the trip.”

T h e  p o o l ’s  d i m e n -
sions were 50 meters by 25 
yards, which allowed for long 
course meters practice in the 
morning and short  course 
yards practices in the evening. 

“The long course 50 meters 
practice definitely provided addi-
tional challenge, as we normally 
swim in short course 25 yards,” 
senior Co-captain Marwynn 
Somrdhivej said. “Not only is 
each lap a little more than twice 
as long, we lose an extra flip turn 
in the middle, so it provides some 
more challenge to the workout.” 

Traveling to Florida as a 
team allowed for team bonding. 
“It’s better if you travel and if you 
have the team be the main focal 
point of the six days, being with 
one another, and team bonding 
being the focal point for those six 
days,” Coach Kraus said. “So then 
people aren’t at school, aren’t at 
home. Being with one another and 
doing the workouts becomes the 
main part of the day and I think 
it has a really positive effect,” 

On two of the days, there 
were activities planned for 
the team: a visit to Aquatica, 
and  a  v is i t  to  Seawor ld . 

On the days that no after-
noon activities were planned 

by the coaches, the members 
of the team decided to find 
things to do on their own. 

For example, on the second 
day, the boys played mini golf and 
the girls went indoor skydiving. 
“These activities gave us time to 
have fun and spend time together. 
It certainly allowed for team 
bonding which was one of the focal 
points of the trip,” Marwynn said.

Coach Kraus said his 
favorite part of the trip was seeing 
how the trip allowed for change 
and growth in his swimmers. 

“That change doesn’t always 
happen down in Florida,” he said. 
“Sometimes the impact happens 
in Florida and the change happens 
two weeks, three weeks later.”

The team looks forward to 
seeing the impacts of the Florida 
trip inside and outside of the pool.

“Being with one 
another and doing 
the workouts 
becomes the main 
part of the day, 
and I think it has 
a really positive 
effect.” 

 — Alex Kraus

“It certainly 
allowed for team 
bonding, which 
was one of the 
focal points of the 
trip.”

 — Marwynn 
Somridhivej

New Director of Facilities Justin Wolfradt. Photo by Amelia Boardman ’20
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Professional development helps KO

On Monday, Jan. 6, like 
many instances throughout the 
school year, KO’s faculty engaged 
in professional development 
sessions dedicated to improving 
their teaching skills, and how to 
apply those skills to the classroom.

On that Monday, the faculty 
had a professional develop-
ment day before students came 
back from winter break. The 
teachers had department meet-
ings, and looked at the school’s 
course of study to see how they 
wanted to change what classes 
they offered going forward. 

 Spearheaded by Director 
of the Upper School Dan Gleason, 
Director of Teaching and Learning 
Jane Repp, and Director of Diver-
sity, Inclusion, and Cultural 
Competency Joan Edwards, 
professional development’s main 
goal is to provide teachers with all 
the resources they need to create 
a successful learning environ-
ment. New methods, or different 
ways of teaching are all discussed 
to better these teachers. “Profes-
sional development exposes 

teachers to new ideas or new ideas 
of doing things that they wouldn’t 
have come across on their own,” 
French teacher Ryan Brodeur said.

Throughout many profes-
sional development sessions 
this school year, Dr. Gleason 
and his team have looked at two 
major target points for them 
to focus on: strategic plan-
ning and culture and climate. 

Strategic planning looked at 
how teachers viewed the school, 
and what the school wants to 
improve in the future. “[Profes-
sional development] allows you 
to check in with the needs of 
your staff and faculty, and under-
stand what people need, and 
address it,” Dr. Gleason said.

Ms. Edwards has led the 
other initiative of professional 
development here at KO, focusing 
on the culture and climate of the 
school and how to be equitable in 
the classroom. “I want teachers to 
understand that there is a differ-
ence between equality and equity,” 
Ms. Edwards said. “Equality is 
giving each student the same 
thing, while equity is giving 
each student what they need.” 

This idea of equity has been 
stressed to teachers in all different 
classroom settings, whether it be 
an art class or an English class. 
Ms. Edwards and the other profes-
sional development leaders said 
they hope that teachers understand 
how equity correlates to good 
teaching, and that teachers must 
understand the power and privi-
lege they control in the classroom.

Some ways that teachers 
have been adapting to these new 
methods are through profes-
sional development days, and 
required reading. The goal is 
to become more acustomed to 
these  new ways of teaching.

Teachers are required to 
read certain books throughout 
the school year, such as “Cultur-
ally Responsive Teaching and 
the Brain” by Zaretta Hammond, 
which stresses how a balance of 
taking risks and feeling comfort-
able allows for a student to most 
productively learn. Many profes-
sional development days are also 
planned throughout the year.

Teachers have most certainly 
seen the effects of professional 
development in their classroom, 

as they frequently strive to imple-
ment these new strategies for the 

by Teddy Crowther ’22 an equal opportunity to learn,” 
English teacher Mela Frye said. 
“I can’t imagine anything more 
important as a teacher than creating 
an equal environment where kids 
are fully capable of learning.”

Teachers are always learning 
new methods or new strategies, and 
the way they teach is constantly 
changing. While students may 
think teachers teach simply 
because it’s their job, they do it to 
help students learn, develop and 
prosper. “When you achieve some 
sort of job status or credential, 
you don’t stay in a fixed place,” 
Dr. Gleason said. “There’s always 
new interests, new approaches, 
and there’s always new research.”

Overall, professional devel-
opment helps teachers improve 
skills that they use every single 
day. “Professional development 
to me, is care, so that teachers can 
teach effectively,” Ms. Edwards 
said. As the school year powers 
on, these teachers and profes-
sional development leaders will 
continue to incorporate new 
methods and strategies to make 
KO into a place where students 
can prosper and successfully learn.

“I want teachers 
to understand that 
there is a differ-
ence between 
equality and 
equity. Equality 
is giving each 
student the same 
thing, while equity 
is giving each 
student what they 
need.”

 –Ms. Edwards

Fiesta de despedida
On Friday, Jan. 17 from 

7 p.m. to 9 p.m., freshmen and 
sophomores gathered in the 
Dining Hall for one last dance 
with freshman Lucia Gomez.

Lucia left her hometown of 
Madrid, Spain to spend the first 
semester of her freshman year 
at Kingswood Oxford. A fluent 
English speaker and lover of 
American culture and food, Lucia 
thoroughly enjoyed her time at KO. 
“There are no words to describe 
this amazing experience because 
it was just incredible,” Lucia said. 
“I have met amazing people. I 
would repeat it every single year.”

Organized by freshman and 
sophomore Student Government 
representatives, the dance was 
advertised as “Come Fly with Lu 
Rosalia” and students were told 
to wear pink, red, or white. Form 
Three president Jacob Joseph 
said making the dance in honor 
of Lucia was an obvious choice. 
“She’s made such a powerful 
impact on our grade, so we almost 
felt obligated to do something 
for her because of how much 
she has done for us,” Jacob said. 

The dance was themed after 
Lucia’s favorite song “Con Altura” 
by ROSALIA. The music video 
takes place on a plane and features 
pink, red, and white flowers. The 
cafeteria was decorated with 
rainbow lights and a matching 
flower photo backdrop for photos 
with Lucia. “The decorations 
matched perfectly with Lucia’s 
bright personality,” freshman 
Anabelle Jacobs said. The SGA 
representatives also put out snacks 
as a fun component of the dance. 

Freshmen and sophomores-
danced the night away to a great DJ 
and also viewed a homemade slide-

show of pictures of Lucia’s time at 
KO. “The slideshow was so cute 
but also bittersweet because it made 
me remember all the fun memories 
I have made with Lucia,” senior 
Anusha Memon said. “We are all 
going to miss her so much; KO 
will not be the same without her.”

Sophomores Katharine 

by Sloan Duvall ’21

Doar and Emma Levinbook 
echoed Anusha’s feeling. “Right 
away when Lu came to KO, she 
was the sweetest person ever,” 
Katharine said. “So many people 
love her, and it’s amazing there 
is an entire dance just for her.” 
Emma agreed that Lucia has 

left her mark on KO. “We have 
all enjoyed getting to know Lu, 
and she has made KO such a 
brighter community,” she said.  

Although Lucia is sad to 
depart KO and the US, she is 
excited to return home. “I have 
missed my parents and siblings 
of course, and my friends,” Lucia 

said. “Also I am much more 
independent in Spain than here 
because you depend on someone 
to drive you everywhere.” 

While for some the dance 
ended in tears, Lucia described this 
event as her “last perfect memory 
of KO.” ¡Adiós por ahora Lucía!

Water main break
by Cici Chagnon ’21

On Monday Jan. 27, a 
schoolwide email was sent out by 
Administrator Lindsay Perkins, 
notifying students that all rest-
rooms in the Roberts building 
could not be used. The email came 
in response to a water main break. 
The break was caused by a rock 
which crushed a main pipe. The 
pipe was repaired and water was 
back on in Roberts by the next day.

The break was discovered at 
7:30 a.m. on Monday by Director 
of Facilities Justin Wolfradt. 
“Monday morning, I was reviewing 
invoices for monthly utility bills,” 
he said, “and came across one of 
them that was an anomaly from 
what it should be, triple checked 
it, and found the meter number and 
I called the Buildings and Grounds 
guys and had them check it right 
away because if it was correct that 
that bill was what it was then that 
meant we had a major water leak.”

After Buildings and Grounds 
found the pipe, they opened the pit 
to find it was completely flooded.  
Mr. Wolfradt said they used a sump 
pump to remove excess water, then 
called MDC, the water company, 
to notify them of the water break. 

The next step was to call 
Before You Dig to prevent acci-
dentally hitting underground utility 
lines. “We looked at the plans, 
and we had two water main lines 
coming off of three valves and a 
natural gas line and electrical utili-
ties all in that area,” Mr. Wolfradt 
said. “So they came out as well; 
they marked all the pipes and the 
electrical and the natural gas.”

A construction company 
then came to excavate the area 
in order to find where the water 
was coming from. “At that point 
we isolated it, meaning that we 

turned the valve off and we had 
to shut down Roberts building for 
water for the day,” Mr. Wolfradt 
said. Once a five-and-half feet 
deep, eight by six hole was dug, 
the problem was discovered. “It 
was a four-inch water line that 
basically got crushed by rock 
from settling at some point, and 
we were able to make the repair,” 

“It was a four-
inch water line 
that basically got 
crushed by rock 
from settling at 
some point, and 
we were able to 
make the repair.”        
    –Mr. Wolfradt

Mr. Wolfradt said. He continued 
to say that unfortunately a lot of 
the sidewalk in front of the Nich-
olson building had been dug up, 
and will be repaired in the spring. 

The Building and Grounds 
crew worked until 5:30 p.m. 
when the repair was completed. 
“After the leak, we had to turn 
the water back on, flush all the 
systems in Roberts because sedi-
ment usually settles once you 
turn water off, and we changed 
filters” Mr. Wolfradt said.

After 14 hours of work, 
turning the water back on 
and changing filters, every-
thing was back on t rack. 

T h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e 
Building and Grounds crew 
for your hard work on campus.

Students take one final photo with Lucia Gomez. Photo by Sloan Duvall ’21

benefit of the students. “It helps 
me be a more observant teacher 
in the classroom, and where I can 
hopefully create an atmosphere 
all my students feel safe and have 
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Upper and Middle School perform 
with passion at 2020 Choral Expo
by Samhita Kashyap ’22

On Thursday, Jan. 16, all 
the choral groups from KO’s 
Middle and Upper School show-
cased their talent at the 2020 
Choral Expo in Roberts Theater. 

Groups from the Middle 
School (Upper Prep Choraliers, 
Cantabile, Octopipers, and F2B) 
and the Upper School (Voce, 
Outlook, Oxfordians, Crimson 7 
and Concert Choir) all performed 
selections of what they had been 
working on for the first semester.

Unlike in past years, this 
concert didn’t have a theme. 
Instead, Director of Choral 
Music Steve Mitchell  and 
Director of Outlook David Baker 
selected songs that they loved 
and really wanted to perform. 

“When Mr. Baker and I 
were looking at music before 
the school year started, we kept 
pulling out songs that we loved, 
but we weren’t finding a theme 
that was guiding us,” said Mr. 
Mitchell. “We kept finding songs 
that we enjoyed and we thought 
the choir would like, which is 
what really guided our choices.” 

The concert began with 

the Middle School choral groups 
singing together and then in 
different groups, performing 
songs like “This is Me,” “The 
Rhythm of Life,” and “My Girl.” 

“It’s always great to see the 
middle school perform because 
they show so much passion and 

excitement in their singing, and 
the choral expo was no excep-
tion,” senior Remy McCoy said. 

The concert then transitioned 
into the Upper School perfor-
mances, beginning with Voce and 
Outlook. Both Mr. Mitchell and 
Mr. Baker were excited to see 
how the change in location from 
Alumni Hall would affect the 
pieces and how it could improve 
the singers’ skills. “I wanted to be 

able to do pieces that could have a 
different sound and experience in 
Roberts in a good way that teaches 
you, which can be a little tricky 
from time to time,” Mr. Baker said.

Oxfordians and Crimson 7 
both performed songs that they 
were considering for WIAF. 
Compared to some of the other 
music, a capella provides an 
opportunity for a more relaxed 
time so that students can enjoy 
listening to music that they would 
hear on a daily basis. “I think 
because it is popular music, it 
makes students feel an easier 
connection to it,” said Mr. Baker

The penultimate perfor-
mance consisted of the Concert 
Choir performing three very 
different pieces. First was “Ev’ry 
Time I Feel the Spirit” with solos 
by juniors Brieanna Tate and 
Braeden Rose. “Because I was 
able to connect to the lyrics and 
it was in my vocal range, I audi-
tioned for the solo, and it was 
really fun to sing,” said Brie.  

The second piece performed 
was “If You Believe in Music” 
with senior Matt Marottolo as a 
soloist and sophomore Minseo 
Kim singing a riff to fill out the 

First-class brass player, senior 
Alma Clark shines on trumpet

Phenomenal Photog-
rapher Walter Kraus

Senior Alma Clark recently 
made an impression on the KO 
community by playing her trumpet 
in front of the whole upper school 
as a member of the Jazz Band. 

She first started playing 
the trumpet in sixth grade. “I 
played for a little while then after 
some time I joined my middle 

school jazz band, and I have been 
playing jazz ever since,” she said. 

Alma’s middle school 
took part in a Regional and 
All State program, and when 
she was in eighth grade, Alma 
was a member of the advanced 
All State Symphonic Band. 

When she came to KO as 
a freshman, Alma was only in 
the concert band, but it did not 
take long before she tried out and 
got accepted to the Jazz Combo. 

Alma was up for a huge 
change, though, firstly because 
jazz does not use typical sheet 
music like a concert band. It 
follows a loose format where 
there is a head, which is the tune, 
followed by about thirty seconds 
of playing, then everyone else 
using the same chords as the 
first part with improvisation. 

A l m a  e n j o y s  t h e 
format of the music. “It gives 
you a set of tools, then you 
have to use them,” she said. 

According to Creative Arts 
Department Chair Todd Millen, 
Alma has greatly improved as an 
improvisational player.“She takes 
time to listen the playback and 
learn all her chords and scales,” 
he said. This is important for 
improv. “Within music, it is all 
about finding your own style and 
imitating others, so everything is 
new, but over the past few years, her 
palette has grown and she can play 
even more,” Mr. Millen continued.  

Since he has taught Alma 
for three years, Mr. Millen 
has been able to work with 
her and understand how she 
grows and develops as a player. 

“Alma’s a person that 
takes everything she does very 
seriously and does it the best 
of her ability, so for me it has 
been fun to see her instrumental 
growth because whenever I 
give her a task and a completion 
date, it is always done,” he said.

In the Jazz Band, Mr. Millen 
said he likes to use the analogy of 
a crock pot vs. microwave. “A lot 

by Jamie Amell ’20

Junior Walter Kraus has 
been interested in photography 
and capturing beautiful moments 
even before he came to KO. Walter 
said that since art teacher Greg 
Scranton is his uncle, Walter has 
always been exposed to the art. 

Walter said his love for 
photography really started from 
his love of observing beautiful 
aspects of nature. “I love going 
on a hike and taking a picture,” 
he said. “I also love aesthetically 
pleasing pictures, and the process 
of taking pictures, editing them. Or 
taking a simple picture and making 
it look nice through editing.”

Walter took film photog-
raphy through Camp KO about 
two summers ago and learned 
a lot. Mr. Scranton recalls that 
they worked on how to shoot 
traditional black and white film 
photography and how to record it. 

Mr. Scranton said that 
one Walter’s approach is unique 
because he started with film 
and went to digital, which is the 
opposite of what most students 
do. “Because his process was 
different, he has a different sensi-
bility. He is very thoughtful with 
his compositions, because in film 
photography you can’t shoot 
endless. So, he’s pretty thoughtful 
about what he shoots, he considers 
the composition,” he said. 

 Right now, Walter is 
taking Photography I with Mr. 
Scranton and plans to take Photog-
raphy II next year. Due to sched-

of people tend to operate on the 
microwave mentality, meaning 
they have to do something now 
then it is done, but Alma does 
not,” Mr. Millen said. “She real-
izes that she has to do some-

by Luv Kataria ’20 uling reasons, Walter takes Photo 
I during the time when Photo II 
meets, so he has a lot of one on one 
time with Mr. Scranton. Because 
of that, Walter’s growth has 
been quicker than most students. 

Walter’s currently working 
on a project called Cinematic 
Stills, in which he has to make each 
photo look like it is a still from a 
movie, but there’s a narrative built 
in it. “He works independently, so 
he has to be self motivated. I’m 
looking forward to having him 
in Photo II, given his versatility 
between digital and analog photog-
raphy abilities,” Mr. Scranton said.

Walter also has an Insta-
gram page where he displays his 
beautiful photos. Walter started 
the page with his drawings and 
some photos. He recalls taking 
some of the photos with his dad’s 
camera when they were in Colo-
rado and observing his grandma’s 
beautiful backyard with flowers. 

He explained that  he 
was just messing around at 
first but enjoyed what he was 
doing, so he started an account 
and plans to keep updating it. 

Throughout his time at 
KO, Walter has explored all 
different types of art at KO 
including print-making, stage-
craft, drawing, painting, graphic 
design, and is involved in Concert 
Choir as a member of C7. 

Although Walter’s passion 
for the arts started at a young age, it 
continues to flourish. “I would like 
to keep doing photography because 
it is what I enjoy most,” he said. 

Senior and jazz extraordinnaire Alma 
Clark smiles for the camera. Photo 
by Amelia Boardman ’20.

“[Alma] realizes 
that she has to do 
something over 
time, slowly... She 
takes her time 
making sure it is 
done, and done 
well.” 

–Mr. Millen

thing over time, slowly. And the 
result is awesome when she does 
that. She takes her time making 
sure it is done, and done well.” 

Alma has embraced being 
a musician and has picked up lots 
of other instruments over the years 
such as keyboard, harmonica, 
and she has even taught herself 
electric guitar! Recently she 
got a drum set to add to the list.  

Although this is Alma’s 
last year playing at KO, she has 
quite a future. “Alma is still a 
growing student musician and she 
has a bucket load of talent. The 
sky is her limit if she learns to 
dig for herself,” Mr. Millen said. 

“I think it was 
a really good 
idea and a light-
hearted way 
to wrap up the 
concert because it 
got the audience 
laughing.”

–Remy McCoy

“I think because it 
is popular music, 
it makes students 
feel an easier 
connection to it,”

–Mr. Baker

sound of the full choir. “Matt 
has a wonderful sense of the 
jazz style so this kind of gospel 
piece is a good fit for his voice 
and style,” Mr. Mitchell said. 

Perhaps the most anticipated 
song of the night was “Bohemian 
Rhapsody” complete with lighting 
and a student guitarist. “I think 
it was a really good idea and a 
light-hearted way to wrap up the 
concert because it got the audience 
laughing, which is always a good 
way to end a concert,” Remy said. 

At the end of the concert, 
all the Middle School singers 
were standing on stage along 
with the Concert Choir and they 
sang a song titled “Siyahamba.” 
“What’s really awesome about 
having everyone on stage is during 
Siyahamba is that it really shows 
the journey that we all make from 
our first years at KO up to our 
final years, and, as a senior, it was 
definitely a bittersweet moment,” 
senior Maggie Eberle said.

Overall, Mr. Baker and Mr. 
Mitchell are very proud of all the 
students that put their time and 
effort into helping to create the 
Choral Expo.  “I believe showing 
what we are working on rather 
than a final product has created 
a good growth mindset for the 
students, and I look forward to 
seeing how we can further develop 
their skills,” Mr. Baker said. 

Upcoming events  for 
Concert Choir include preparing 
for a concert in March where 
they will be performing a piece 
commissioned for them. Written 
by colloquy artist Shawn E. 
Okpebholo, who will be coming 
to KO later in the year, the piece 
is titled “Left Foot, Peg Foot.” 
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KO students represent in 
Regional Honor Concert

Broadway actress brings 
her show biz smarts to KO

WIAF a success once again!
by Alyssa Pilecki ’20

This  yea r,  ove r  400 
people from near and far gath-
ered in Roberts Theater on 
the evening of Saturday, Feb. 
1,  to cheer on the choirs in the 
Wyvern Invitational A cappella 
Festival (also known as WIAF).

New England’s largest a 
capella festival for independent 
schools, WIAF has proven to be a 
time of great joy and accomplish-
ment each year for the past 12 years.

This time around, ten choir 
groups participated. In no particular 
order, they are as follows: Crimson 
7 and Oxfordians from Kingswood 
Oxford, Pitchpipes and Onomato-
poeia from Lexington High School 
in Mass., Strawberry Fields from 
Bristol Eastern High School, Be 
S#arp from Conard High School, 
A Cafella from Hall High School, 
Ethel Walker School’s The 
Grapes, Fairfield Ludlowe High 
School’s Close Harmony, and Miss 
Porter’s School’s The Perilhettes.

In order to sign up for the 
festival, invitations are sent out 
to surrounding schools in New 
England in September. These 
schools are required to verbally 
commit by October and officially 
send in papers by December. Once 
registration is over, the musical 
groups double down on practicing 
and preparing for the big night.

All groups were said to 

by Isabelle Rome ’21 by Braeden Rose ’21

There are many different 
ensembles students at KO can 
participate in, whether it be the 
band, choir, or orchestra. While 
these on-campus groups make 
wonderful music, many musi-
cally inclined students want to 
show off their skills at an even 
higher level. The Regional 
Honor Concert is the quintessen-
tial place for KO’s musicians to 
showcase their abilities and work 
with other passionate performers. 

 The CMEA’s (Connecticut 
Music Educators Association) 
program holds this competitive 
music festival each year for both 
vocalists and instrumentalists. 
KO has been involved with the 
Regional Honor Concert for as 
long as Creative Arts Department 
Chair Todd Millen can remember.  

To join, students must audi-
tion with their choir, orchestra 
or band teacher. The audition 
process consists of a solo piece 
of the musician’s choice, scales, 
and sight-reading. There is not 
a huge time commitment, as 
students receive the music for the 
concert ahead of time. The musi-
cians are expected to practice 
their given music on their own 
by the time of their performance. 

However, the weekend of 
the performance is jam-packed. 
This year, the concert took place 
from Friday, Jan. 17 to Saturday, 
Jan. 18 at New Britain High 

School. The theme was love and its 
presence in different aspects of life.  

This was Junior Sadie 
Margolis’s second year in the 
Regional Honor Choir. “I would 
100% recommend it to other 
musicians,” Sadie said. “You 
make new friends who share 
your same passion, sing great 
songs, learn from well-known 
conductors, and make music.”  

S o p h o m o r e  M a r r i c h 
Somridhivej experienced the 
concert for the first time in the 
Honor Orchestra. Marrich said 
he had a really great experience 
performing, although the pieces 
were sometimes challenging to 
play. At times, the music was 
so challenging he had to “fake 
bow,” a string instrument play-
er’s equivalent of lip syncing.

While Marrich has been 
playing the violin for six years, 
he actually had less experi-
ence compared to his peers. 

“Most of the people in the 
regional orchestra had about 10 
years of experience,” Marrich 
said, “so I was sitting next to 
people who were much more 
experienced than me and I 
learned a lot.” He said the Honor 
Orchestra really was a chance for 
him to play with talented musi-
cians to up his own musical skill. 

The Regional Honor Concert 
is a wonderful tradition that KO 
partakes in, and is a great opportu-
nity for any musician who wants to 
push themselves to the next level. 

Broadway actress Kate 
Marilley visited KO recently, 
leading a dance workshop 
with both students and faculty. 
Ms. Marilley, who has played 
numerous roles on Broadway in 
“The Prom” and “My Fair Lady,” 
taught students who are in the 
musical, as well as faculty, how to 

do one of the final dances in “The 
Prom,” a new Broadway musical.

Theater Director Kyle 
Reynolds first learned about Ms. 
Marilley during a workshop he did 
in New York City over the summer, 
where a portion of the program 
included a dance workshop, taught 
by Ms. Marilley. The dance number 
they worked on was the same 
that Ms. Marilley taught at KO.

“She was an amazing 
teacher and dancer, and we just 
clicked pretty instantly,” Mr. 

Reynolds said. Soon after, he 
knew he wanted to bring her to 
KO to do a dance workshop, so 
he approached the school with 
the idea and it was approved.

“Originally, we planned on 
her coming in on a Monday and 
Tuesday, so she could teach the 
dance on a Monday, and return 
the second day to lead the number 
everybody had learned in front 

of the school for an assembly,” 
Mr. Reynolds said, “but then 
Kate was booked for a Broadway 
show, and on Broadway you 
have Mondays off but not Tues-
days, so we decided to just have 
her come in on that Monday.”

Ms. Marilley was inter-
ested in theatre at a young age 
and did a number of regional 
and professional productions 
before she graduated high school. 

Students and staff alike 
enjoyed Ms. Marilley’s master 

class. “It was hard work, but also 
a lot of fun,” said sophomore 
Samhita Kashyap. Ms. Marilley 
had a Q&A session at the end 
of the master class where she 
shared stories and advice. She 

“I love doing 
both, I love 
performing, but 
I also love to 
teach,” 
–Ms. Marilley
shared the story of when she had 
to play Dee Dee Allen in one of 
the first couple weeks that “The 
Prom” was on Broadway. Without 
costumes or ever rehearsing as 
the part, she gave a stunning 
performance that critics loved. 

In addition, she acknowl-
edged being kind, paying atten-
tion, asking questions, and 
being full of energy goes a long 
way no matter where you are. 

Her professional career in 
theater allows her to perform, but 
also teach workshops like the one 
that Mr. Reynolds attended. “I love 
doing both, I love performing, but 
I also love to teach,” she said.

The KO Theater Depart-
ment has benefited enormously 
from Ms. Marriley’s master-
class as she shared insight 
into her life on Broadway.

Broadway star Kate Marilley surrounded by cast of “Thoroughly Modern 
Millie” after an intense hour and a half of  practicing a dance from the 
musical “The Prom.” Photo by Jacqueline Pisani.

have done particularly well. 
According to Creative Arts 

Department Chair Todd Millen, 
the competition was extremely 
tight. “In the end, the top six or 
seven groups were very closely 
bunched. The placement could 
have gone in any direction, but 
I’m proud of everyone that came 
out and did their best,” he said.

Mr. Millen elaborated that 
the top two, however, were clear 
from the start. “Close Harmony and 
Be S#harp had strong performances 
and were winners from the begin-
ning,” he said. “In my opinion, the 
song of the night was definitely 
Crimson 7’s rendition of ‘Midnight 
Train to Georgia,’ though.”

It was for this second-act 
performance that senior Matthew 
Marottolo received the award for 
Outstanding Male Vocalist. “I 
think it was cool that his brother 
[David Marottolo] arranged it, 
and [Matthew] was able to win an 
award with it,” Mr. Millen said. 

David, who graduated 
from KO with the class of 2018, 
had actually come to WIAF and 
performed with his choral group 
from Trinity College in Hartford. 

According to Mr. Millen, 
the performance was meant to 
act as a form of entertainment for 
the audience as the judges calcu-
lated final scores and placements.

As for the results, Close 
Harmony came in first, Be 

S#arp was in second, Onomato-
poeia in third, and Crimson 
7 in fourth. Oxfordians came 
seven  po in t s  beh ind  C7 . 

Along with Matt’s award, 
KO was represented by junior 
Henry Mandell for Viewer’s 
Choice Beatbox Battle Winner.

The other  awards  of 
the night were as follows: 
Outstanding Female Soloist went 
to Hannah Kim of Onomato-
poeia, Outstanding Student Direc-
tion to Be S#arp, Outstanding 
Vocal Percussion to Dan Winter 
of Onomatopoeia, Oustanding 
Student Arrangement to Marcus 
Priede of Close Harmony for 
“End of Love,” and Outstanding 
Student Choreography to Straw-
berry Fields for “Uptown Funk.”   

The performers all seemed 
to feel accomplished with their 
efforts in singing. For example, 
Oxfordians seniors Sophia 
Kaufman, Remy McCoy, and Alex 
D’addabbo said they believed their 
performance went extremely well. 

“We sang ‘Cheap Thrills’ 
by Sia and a mashup of ‘Just the 
Way You Are’ with Just A Dream,” 
Alex said. “I definitely liked 
the second performance better.”

Sophia elaborated that this 
was due to the fact that Oxford-
ians also had choreography to go 
along with the song. “We got to 
dance and move around, so it just 
made it all the more fun,” she said. 

Sophia also said she enjoyed that 
both songs came from the popular 
2012 movie “Pitch Perfect.”

According to Sophia, WIAF 
is the most exciting time of the 
year for singing. “We work all 
year for this one event, so it’s 
really cool to see everyone come 
together and connect for one big 
performance in the end,” she said.

Remy said she agreed 
with Sophia. “I’m super proud 
of all of us and the work we 
did for WIAF!” she said.

As well, Oxfordian Samhita 
Kashyap said she not only enjoyed 
performing, but getting to experi-
ence other groups’ styles as well.  

Based on reactions from 
the crowd, the hard work put 
into performing really became 
obvious on stage and audi-
ence members were delighted 
by the phenomenal singing. 

Senior Alma Clark, junior 
Cici Chagnon, and junior Chris 
Morris were all in attendance and 
said they loved the whole WIAF 
experience. The beatboxing 
portion was a fan-favorite for most.

Alma said she would defi-
nitely recommend that those 
who have never been to WIAF 
before definitely go next year. 
Cici said she agreed. “There’s so 
many cool performances with not 
only singing, but they do  a lot 
of choreography, too,” she said.

The whole event is mainly 

organized by five KO faculty 
members on the WIAF committee: 
Mr. Millen along with Crimson 7 
Director David Baker, Oxfordians 
Director Steve Mitchell, Spanish 
teacher Ronald Garcia, and 
Spanish teacher Juan Martinez.

You may be wondering why 
two Spanish teachers are involved 
with a singing competition. Mr. 
Martinez is a skilled tech genius 
and takes care of the festival’s 
technical aspects, while Mr. Garcia 
is involved because he organizes 
the annual service trip to Para-
guay called Team Tobatí, which 
WIAF benefits. This year, tickets 
cost $15 each and over $7,800 
was raised toward Team Tobatí. 

Although Mr. Millen is not 
a choir teacher himself either, he 
is chairman of the committee. He 
uses every opportunity he can to 
remind the KO community about 
WIAF months in advance, and 
encourages everyone to buy tickets 
and come out to support their peers. 

As the choir directors, 
Mr. Baker and Mr. Mitchell 
both take WIAF very seri-
ously and use the night as an 
opportunity for their students to 
improve as much as possible. 

Overall, WIAF 2020 turned 
out to be a fun, successful, and 
enjoyable night for all those 
involved! Special congrats to 
Crimson 7 and Oxfordians for their 
impressive placements, as well!
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Interviews with the stars behind  
‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’

Remy McCoy
by Emma Levinbook ’22

Cecilia Wang
by Alyssa Pilecki ’20

No need to look any further 
for this year’s musical “Thor-
oughly Modern Millie”’s Bun Foo, 
our very own senior Cecilia Wang! 

In her first-ever speaking 
role, Cecilia said she is extremely 
excited to be portraying the 
character of Bun Foo, even with 
the controversy associated.  

“The show itself is about this 
small-town girl Millie who wants 
to be a part of the flapper lifestyle 
and perform on stage when she 
accidentally becomes entrapped 
in a white slavery ring in Hong 
Kong. My character is one of the 
two Chinese characters helping the 
white owner Mrs. Meers [who is 
played by junior Braeden Rose] 
with this business,” she explained.

“The show is generally 
regarded as racist and I agree with 
this view, but I think [Theater 
Director Kyle Reynolds] is taking 
the right approach,” she said. “I 
love the fact that he is acknowl-
edging the racism head-on 
instead of trying to ignore it 
or dance around it. Mr. Reyn-
olds is doing his best to make 
everyone aware of the contro-
versy instead of trying to hide it or 
mess it up even more somehow.”

Cecilia said she enjoys 
being able to play an actual 
character this year as she has 
more lines and can dive deeper 
into acting. Still, you will find 
Cecilia involved with two singing 
numbers during the production!

Like many other theater 
members, Cecilia said she is 
most looking forward to trying 
on her costume. “Mr. Reynold’s 
been trying to make sure we will 
all be comfortable with what we 
are wearing on stage,” she said. 

Cecilia said she appreci-
ates being part of the KO Theater 
Department, and especially enjoys 
working with Mr. Reynolds and 
Choir Director Steve Mitchell. 

Looking toward the future, 
Cecilia said she plans on joining 
an a capella group in college 
or singing in a music festival 
while  possibly continuing 
her involvement with theater.

G ood  l uc k ,  C ec i l i a ! 
You will have an amazing 
performance, you got this!!

Joey Fago
by Sophia Kaufman ’20

Kyleace Hunter
by David Shi ’22

Elan Stadelmann
by David Shi ’22

Sophomore Kyleace Hunter 
is looking forward to giving a 
riveting performance as nightclub 
singer Muzzy Van Hossmere in the 
musical. A wealthy widow, Muzzy 
acts as the main character Millie’s 
mentor and guide while she 
navigates her complex love life.

Kyleace said she loves 
every aspect of being in the 
musical, especially being given 
the amazing opportunity to play 
Muzzy’s character. “Honestly, this 
character is such an icon,” Kyleace 
said. “To bring her to life is kind 
of a dream come true to me.”

Now an enthusiastic theater 
kid, Kyleace said that she most 
enjoyed seeing the musical 
slowly but surely come together. 
“My favorite aspect by far is 

Sadie Margolis
by Emma Levinbook ’22

With her thrilling tap 
dancing numbers and incred-
ible vocals, senior Remy McCoy 
will certainly impress audiences 
with her performance in “Thor-
oughly Modern Millie,” playing 
the lead, Millie Dillmount.

Millie is a young girl who 
moves to New York City from 
Kansas looking for adventure, 
but with very little money in her 
pocket. “She is hopeful and bright-
eyed, but is also spunky and has 
a tough city side,” Remy said. 

In the play, she stays at the 
Hotel Priscilla while looking for a 
job, and Millie makes it her mission 
to marry her wealthy future boss. 
However, throughout the play, 
Millie has many encounters with 
a man named Jimmy Smith, and 
she eventually falls in love with 
him. Torn between Jimmy and rich 
men, Millie eventually realizes that 
love is more important than money 
and that being “modern” is less 
important when it comes to love.

Remy appreciates “Thor-
oughly Modern Millie” because of 
the variety of fun elements it offers, 
such as dances, sets, and songs. 
“It’s a classic and Millie has such 
an amazing journey throughout 
the show,” Remy said. “It’s a blast 
learning numbers and rehearsing 
scenes while also trying to figure 
out her development in the story.”

She also remarked that 
because the KO Theater Depart-
ment has become much more 
professional over the past couple 
of years, being a part of this year’s 
musical is such an amazing experi-
ence for her and her peers alike.

Because of Remy’s exten-
sive experiences with theater, this 
year’s musical will only be all the 
more bittersweet. “I have loved 
all things theater and singing ever 
since I was little and have been a 
part of the KO musicals since 8th 
grade, so it’s only natural to keep 
doing the musicals,” she said. 

This  cer ta in ly  seems 
to be true, as Remy will be 
attending the impressive NYU 
Tisch School of the Arts next 
year for drama – congratula-
tions, Remy, and best of luck!

Maggie Eberle
by Emma Levinbook ’22

Braeden Rose
by Emma Levinbook ’22

In this year’s musical, 
senior Joey Fago holds the 
strong lead role as Jimmy Smith. 

As Joey steps up in his 
part, he stated that he is looking 
to work hard and improve his 
musical skills. “I am self-aware 
when it comes to my abilities and 
I know what I need to improve 
on when it comes to singing, 
dancing, and acting,” he said.

Even so, Joey said he 
is very excited to take on this 
role to portray Jimmy’s confi-
dent, witty, and likable spirits. 
The pressure to do well does 
not get into his head, though.

“I would say I am very 
humble when i t  comes to 
performing. I am not always 
looking for the spotlight yet I am 
enjoying the challenge of playing 
a leading character in ‘Thoroughly 
Modern Millie,’” he explained.

Joey has  been doing 
musical theater for as long as he 
can remember, debuting in his 
second-grade production of “The 
Wizard of Oz.” Since then, he 
has participated in twelve shows. 

During his freshman year 
at RHAM (Regional Hebron, 
Andover, and Marlborough 

High School), he also attended a 
half-day program at the Greater 
Hartford Academy of the Arts 
to study musical theater. After 
his switch to KO in his sopho-
more year, he continued his 
love for musical theatre through 
his role in the ensembles of 
“Spelling Bee” and “Chicago”.

The entire KO community 
looks forward to seeing Joey take 
on the role of Jimmy and watching 
the musical come together.

Miss Dorothy, a kind and 
bubbly character who does not 
understand how life operates 
outside of her privileged bubble, 
will be played by senior Maggie 
Eberle. Miss Dorothy yearns to 
see how the “other half” lives, 
so she gives up all of her money. 
With only $25 to her name, she 
sets out for New York with the 
hope of becoming an actress.

At the beginning of the 
musical, Miss Dorothy is clue-
less, expecting the finest things 
in life. However, after meeting 
Millie Dillmount, a struggling 
actress in New York, the two 
become best friends, teaching each 
other the different sides of life.

Maggie was eager to be a 
part of the show.“I am a big fan 
of Sutton Foster, who played 
Millie in its Broadway revival,” 
she said. “It’s exciting tackling a 
character that is unlike me. Playing 
her is challenging and fun.”  

M o r e o v e r ,  M a g g i e ’s 
passion for performing extends 
into other theaters, as well. For 
example, she recently performed 
“Something Rotten” at the 
Warner Theater in Torrington. 

 “I have been doing it for a 
very long time and I don’t see a 
world where I’m not doing theater,” 
she said. “Since it’s my senior 
year, it’s my last show, so I am 
very excited for people to watch.”

 Well, Maggie, KO is 
excited to watch you! We are 
sure you will put on a stellar 
p e r f o r m a n c e  a s  a l w a y s !

Junior Sadie Margolis is 
excited to play the comedic role 
of uptight teacher Miss Flan-
nery and be the dance captain in 
“Thoroughly Modern Millie.” 

The first time the audi-
ence sees her, she is yelling at 
Millie for walking into Sincere 
Trust, Miss Flannery’s office 
place. This is due to her old-
fashioned and strict nature.

“Miss Flannery likes old 
ways and traditions,” Sadie said. 
“For example, she hates the new 
bob cuts and blush on women’s 
faces... But really, throughout 
the whole show, you see her 
progress into a woman that’s 
accepting of the modern era.”

Sadie was thrilled about 
this year’s musical selection. “It 
brings light to such unique and 
important topics with fun dances 
and songs,” she said. Additionally, 
Sadie loves to tap and as dance 
captain, she gets to work with the 
dancers to teach this dance style. 

Sadie is not an amateur 
when it comes to the world of 
musical theater. She has partici-
pated in nearly 30 other musi-
cals, she has taken dance lessons 
since she was little, and she has 
taken voice lessons since she was 
seven. “I love it and I want to do 
it for the rest of my life and be 
on Broadway,” she said eagerly.

It is the ability to tell a 
story through musicals that Sadie 
enjoys the most. “I get to make 
people laugh, cry, and smile and 
it’s the best feeling to know I’m 
in a character’s shoes, bringing 
a story to life,” Sadie said. 

Although Sadie is the 
opposite of Miss Flannery, she 
enjoys taking on the role. “It’s 
super fun to get out there and 
embrace another role without 
holding back,”  she said.

Sad ie ,  we  wish  you 
good luck and all the best!

working with my fellow cast 
members to put together this narra-
tive,” she said. “It’s really cool 
watching how far we can come 
as a cast from beginning to end.” 

While in rehearsal she 
makes her portrayal look easy, 
being part of the musical is truly a 
tough and laborious process. “We 
work so hard for months and the 
end product isn’t always guaran-
teed to reflect the effort,” Kyleace 
explained. “The hardest part is defi-
nitely dancing; not everybody is 
born with hand-eye coordination.” 

D e s p i t e  t h e  c h a l -
lenges, Kyleace is grateful 
for the support of fellow cast 
members who have given her 
the motivation to work so hard.

Junior Braeden Rose will 
be playing the villainous role of 
the two-faced Mrs. Meers, whose 
real identity is Dan Crumpet.

Braeden’s character is a 
white, failed actor who disguises 
himself as Mrs. Meers, an 
unassuming elderly Chinese 
woman, in order to secretly 
participate in a life of crime.

He runs the Hotel Pris-
cilla, a place for young actresses 
who cannot afford a full room or 
an apartment. “So his nefarious 
plan is to kidnap these women, 
who usually have no family to 
check up on them, and sell them 
to his contacts in Hong Kong, and 
that’s how he supports himself,” 
Braeden said. “Essentially what 
he/she’s doing is sex trafficking.” 

“Dan is obviously the 
villain of the show, and Mrs. 
Meers is his disguise because 
nobody really assumes that 
she’d be up to anything. To be 
clear, Mrs. Meers and Dan are 
the same person; Mrs. Meers is 
just his persona,” he explained.

Braeden’s favorite part of 
the production is “Forget About 
the Boy,” an exciting tap number. 
“I think it’s really cool because 
it’s very mesmerizing seeing a 
bunch of people tap dance in 
sync, so it’s really something that 
a lot of people at KO will get to 
watch for the first time,” he said.

As they say in show biz, 
break a leg, Braeden!! (Not actu-
ally, though!) KO looks forward 
to your portrayal of the villain.

KO, get ready for senior 
Elan Stadelmann, who will give an 
exhilarating performance as Trevor 
Graydon in this year’s production . 
Trevor is the owner of the company 
in which the main character 
Millie works and he is also the 
man she initially hopes to marry. 

In the musical, Elan will 
be featured in a lively and fast-
paced song as well as a partner 
dance with fellow cast member 
s en io r  Magda len  Ebe r l e .

Elan is grateful for the 

rare opportunity to play Trevor. 
He loves the feeling of being in 
power and imposing in the room. 

“I like being the one who 
needs to be impressed in the 
room,” Elan said. “Like me, he 
is also a romantic, who gets a 
chance to feel vulnerable onstage.” 

Although he loves theater, 
Elan explained that the work put 
into the musical is deceptively 
huge and being involved with it 
is actually really hard, especially 
having to learn the complicated 
choreography. “Hours and hours 
of work go into the musical, in and 
out of the dance studio,” Elan said. 
“I’ve lost hours of sleep for this but 
I wouldn’t want it any other way.” 

Despite the challenges, 
Elan said that his favorite aspect 
of being involved in the musical 
is the close relationships he 
built with people on stage.

We  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r 
hard work and can’t wait to 
see you shine on stage, Elan!!
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KO’s very own Tik Tok stars go viral
by Braeden Rose ’21

TikTok. Love it or hate 
i t ,  you’ve probably heard 
of it. Recently, the app has 
exploded in to  popular i ty, 
particularly among teenagers. 

TikTok has more than 
500 million monthly active 
users, with a majority of them 
being young, as are its content 
c rea tors ,  o r  “TikTokers .”

Unbeknownst to many, the 
individual with the most followers 
at KO is not a student, but rather 
a staff member. Middle School 
receptionist Brittany Dix has nearly 
eight hundred thousand followers 
on TikTok. Ms. Dix’s posts consist 
of her one-year-old daughter, Lily, 
doing things like dancing, trying 
on outfits, or just being cute. “I 
think TikTok just really loves 
babies, and I think that’s why it’s 
doing so well, and the fact that 
Lily is just smiling non-stop, all 
day, every day,” Ms. Dix said. 
“She’s just happy all the time, so I 
get good footage no matter what.”

Ms. Dix downloaded the 
app over the summer when she 
heard many of the Camp KO 
campers talking about it. She 
found it very entertaining, and 
after a while, she tried filming 
a video with Lily that garnered 
more than thirteen thousand likes. 

After a couple of videos, 
her sixth quickly accumulated 
more than a million views. “This 

video had completely blown 
up, so I decided to keep making 
TikToks with Lily,” she said.

Ms. Dix’s most popular 
video has more than 50 million 
views and almost four million 
likes. One of the cool things she 
mentioned about it was that Mariah 
Carey ‘favorited’ Lily’s video. The 
video features Ms. Dix hiding 
behind a wall and holding Lily, 
having her dance along with a song. 

“That video, it was insane, 
and I gained three hundred thousand 
followers from that,” Ms. Dix said.

Ms. Dix’s TikTok account 
also opened the door to many 
opportunities that she wouldn’t 
have had without it. “I’m going to be 
opening a college savings account 
for Lily very soon,” she said, 
“and that’s something I wouldn’t 
have been able to do, at this point 
in her life, without TikTok.” 

Ms. Dix’s following is so 
large that she is able to make money 
from her TikTok videos, usually 
from brand sponsorships and deals. 

“I just got signed by 
Walmart and Procter and Gamble 
for their diapers,” she said. Ms. 
Dix will be paid per video she 
makes, and will receive free 
diapers. Ms. Dix also opened a 
PO Box so Lily’s fans could send 
her gifts, like stuffed animals. 

“People send so many 
things; it’s so sweet,” she said, 
mentioning that she goes to the 
post office almost daily in order to 

pick up the gifts that they receive.
“Somebody just crocheted a 

shawl and sent it to us and some-
body sent a stuffed Spiderman,” 
Ms. Dix said, explaining that 
in a previous TikTok video, she 
showed Lily falling in love with 
a plush Spiderman at a store, so 
somebody got her one. “It’s defi-

nitely changed our lives,” she said.
Junior Evan Banning and 

sophomore Lexi Vail are the 
KO students with the highest 
following and have similar stories 
of acquiring such popularity. Both 
downloaded the app and began 
making videos. “After a while of 
just watching videos, you want 
to try making one,” Evan said. 

Evan began making mostly 
funny videos on the app and 
found success relatively early, as 
just his fifth video became viral. 
It now has about two million 
views and almost 300,000 likes.

In the video, he pretends 
to be seven feet tall and ducks 
under a bunch of things like 
a ceiling fan or a doorframe. 

“A lot of people thought 
I was being serious and called 
me a liar,” he said. “And I have 
no idea why that video specifi-
cally blew up; it wasn’t my 
funniest video or anything.”

His other viral TikTok 
depicts him and many of his 
friends playing the game “light as 
a feather, stiff as a board,” where 
people are able to pick a person 
up with just their fingers by 
evenly dividing the weight. The 
TikTok currently has 3.2 million 
views and almost 600,000 likes.

Evan current ly  pos ts 
less frequently than he did in 
the summer, due to how busy 
he is at school and at home. 

“When you’re in the middle 
of your junior year, obviously 
your number one priority is 
school, not making TikToks, so 
it’s hard to find the time,” he said.

Similar to Evan, Lexi 
said she enjoyed watching 
TikToks and decided to start 
making them. Her first TikToks 
were mostly softball related. 

“In the spring, softball and 

Fashionista: junior Sadie Margolis

baseball TikToks take up a lot of 
the For You page, and in the fall, 
it’s football and soccer TikToks,” 
she said. The For You page is the 
constant stream of videos that 
TikTok thinks you’ll like, similar 
to Instagram’s Explore page.

Lexi’s viral moment came 
right after last school year finished 
in June, when she made a TikTok 
demonstrating how to make edible 
cookie dough. In the video, she 
gives viewers the recipe as she 
makes it, and it currently has 5.2 
million views and 800,000 likes.

“I made that video and went 
to go watch a movie, and people 
were texting me, saying ‘Lexi, I 
saw you on the For You Page, so 
it was kind of funny,” she said.

Lexi started making videos 
more frequently over the summer, 
and had one series of videos where 
she talked about making a friend 
on the beach. “For that, I gained 
about 5,000 followers,” she 
said. Lexi stopped uploading as 
frequently as school got underway, 
but still makes videos occasionally. 

While Evan, Lexi, and Ms. 
Dix all started making videos 
just for fun, for Ms. Dix, it has 
become much more of an obliga-
tion, with her various sponsor-
ships and brand deals.  

“Even though I post daily, 
I only spend about 15 minutes 
filming,” she said. “For the 
rest of the day, I just get to be a 
mom and take care of my baby.”

Ms. Dix’s daughter Lily dressed up 
cute. Photo courtesy of Ms. Dix.

by Sophia Kaufman ’20

Talented, fun, and fash-
ionable, junior Sadie Margolis 
has shown her amazing style 
every day on the KO campus. 

Sadie loves to shop at several 
different stores, including Planet 
Blue, Free People, Lululemon, 
LF,  and Brandy Melvi l le . 

In these stores, she often 
shops for several different styles, 
accessories, and items of clothing. 

Some accessories she 
loves to add to her outfits 

include necklaces and earrings. 
She often likes to layer several 
different pieces, in addition 
to mixing up many different 
earrings throughout her piercings.  

Sadie would describe her 
fashion sense as comfortable 
and fun with a touch of boho. 

With a diverse sense of style, 
she certainly has so many opportu-
nities to feel and look her very best.

When  shopp ing ,  she 
leans towards neutrals  in 
the winter and pastels and 
floral patterns in the spring.

“I love dressing for all 
seasons,” Sadie said. “When 
the sun is out, you can dress in 
rompers, sundresses, jean shorts, 
and tank tops – all bright colors. 
Winter is fun because you can layer 
and wear different, cozy textures.”

Although she loves to 
dress up and look nice, she 
also loves to get comfy on the 
weekend. Sadie can often be seen 
wearing Lululemon leggings 
and Free City sweatpants. 

If she is going out in public or 
to an event she will dress it up with 
jeans and a sweater or bodysuit. 

Sadie states that although 
she is totally fine dressing up 
Monday through Friday, it is a 
nice chance on the weekends to 
relax and wear easier clothing. 

In order to build outfits for 
school and her outside life, she often 
can be caught online shopping. 

“I have an addiction to 
online shopping, so I will look 

Sadie Margolis smiles for the camera in style, showcasing her fashion sense 
while wearing Wyvern red and black. Photo by Amelia Boardman ’20.

at how the models online layer 
and make cute outfits, and 
then often use pieces I already 
have, or buy new additions.”

On top of this outfit-making, 
she also gets inspired to shop 
by the show, “The Bachelor.” 

Sadie  i s  a  huge  fan 
and often looks through the 
seasons to see which girls have 
the best sense of style and 
takes inspiration from them. 

She considers the celeb-
rities and contestants as trend-
setters and gains a lot of 
confidence from their looks. 

However, she said she 
doesn’t think of herself as one. 
“I really don’t think about myself 
as a trendsetter or much about 
starting ‘trends.’ I like to dress for 
myself. Last summer, I got purple 
highlights in LA, which made 
me feel unique,” she explained.

Sadie definitely stands out 
with her unique choices and posi-
tive vibes all the time. Throughout 
the past few years, she has stayed 
true to herself when it comes to 
her fashion and style choices. 

She says that besides her 
“Justice” phase in elementary 
school, she hasn’t changed too 
much, except for her piercings. 

Every year she adds one, and 
she is up to six piercings now. “It’s 
fun to change it up!” she exclaimed. 

Sadie said she thinks 
that her earrings add style to 
her outfits, especially her big 
gold star and heart hoops. 

As Fashionista of the Month, 
Sadie urges everyone to be confi-

“Always stay true 
to yourself, but 
use fashion as a 
way to express 
yourself...be bold 
and get what’s 
hiding on the 
back shelf or in 
a boutique that 
no one has heard 
of or can recog-
nize.”

 –Sadie Margolis
dent with their own unique style. 

“Obviously, always stay 
true to yourself, but use fashion as 
a way to express yourself and get 
people to know the real you. Don’t 
get what everyone else is wearing; 

be bold and get what’s hiding on the 
back shelf or in a boutique that no 

one has heard of or can recognize.” 
From the whole KO commu-

nity, we thank Sadie for all the 
amazing fashion tips and ideas, 
and we look forward to seeing 
even more looks in the future! 
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speaKOut is a monthly 
column focused on diversity 
and inclusion, meant to bring 
new voices into the KO News. 

Through interviews with 
students outside of the domi-
nant culture at KO, speaKOut 
strives to raise awareness for 
how we can make KO a more 
supportive community that 
celebrates our differences. 

For my first interview I sat 
down with Ishaa Sohail. Ishaa 
is a four year senior, KO News 
Managing Editor for Multi-Plat-
form Communications, Model 
UN chair, Shield and Dragon tour 
guide, and practicing Muslim. 

I was interested to hear 
what Ishaa, who is Pakistani, 
had to say in light of the current 
conflict in the Middle East with 
Iran. Ishaa is proud of her heri-
tage and religion and she stressed 
the importance of accepting 
who you are and embracing it. 

How do you self identify?
I  am a Pakistani Muslim.

Can you think of an instance 
when you have felt uncom-
fortable at KO due to your 
race/religion/background?

Honestly, just the fact that 
people never bring it up, which 
honestly can make me feel discrim-
inated against because it feels like 
they think they shouldn’t talk 
about or don’t want to talk about it. 

I  remember when the 
shooting happened in the mosque 
last March and none of my friends 
asked me if I was okay. They all 
know that I am Muslim and no one 
checked in on me. I just feel like I 

would have checked in on them if 
it had been a church or something, 
but people seem kind of hesitant 
to bring up being Muslim to me.

Have you ever had to defend 
your race /re l ig ion /back-
ground to another student or 
try and debunk a false state-
ment made based on your 
race/religion/background?

Well, one instance I can 
remember about me being Pakas-

tani specifically,  was during my 
freshman year.  I was talking 
about what math class I was in 
and this kid made a comment 

about how I should be in a higher 
math class because I wasn’t white. 

I was just confused about 
why that mattered because 
one’s race shouldn’t deter-
mine what classes they’re in. 

Looking back on it, I know 
that he was making a joke, but 
that still doesn’t make it okay.

Have you ever seen offensive 
images or comments online - 
possibly posted by members 
of the KO community - that 
target your ethnicity/race?

Recently with all the news 
about Iran, there were a lot of 
people online making jokes about 
World War 3 and how everyone 
was going to get drafted. It really 
annoys me because in reality, 
people aren’t going to be drafted. 

The people who are going 
to be truly affected are those in 
Iran and Iraq. It hurts me to see 
people not taking it seriously and 
realizing that there were going 
to be lives lost. There are some 
jokes that just take it too far. 

 
Has a teacher/student ever 
assumed that you were an expert 
on people of your same race/
background/religion? 

I remember during my 
freshman year in “Empires and 
Republics” we studied Islam. 
The way my class was taught 
wasn’t what I had learned from 
my family or the Mosque. 

I t  w a s  m o r e  o f  a 
factual story and stereotypes 
people assume about Islam. 

Religion is a very personal 
topic and I didn’t like the way it was 
being discussed because it made it 
seem cut and dry like math class. 

I remember when I had to 
study for the test on Islam and I 
couldn’t remember something 
in class, people said: “You’re a 
Muslim you should know this.” 
I felt like everyone expected 
me to know everything which 
put a lot of pressure on me.

Overall, do you think KO has 
been successful in creating a 

diverse community that respects 
and celebrates its differences? 

I think in a sense. This isn’t a 
problem necessarily unique to KO, 
but taking time off for holidays has 
been difficult. I remember my soph-
omore year for one of our holidays, 
we didn’t get that time off at KO. 

Personally, I decided not 
to stay home from school that 
day because I didn’t want to 
miss anything. That’s pretty 
difficult because it’s me being 
forced to choose between my 
education and my religion. 

However, I do remember 
that last year at Ramadan, [Dean 
of Students] Will Gilyard and 
[Director of Diversity and Cultural 
Inclusion] Joan Edwards sent out 
an email about accommodations 
relating to fasting and praying. 

That was an example 
of KO being accommodating, 
and I hope in the future KO 
keeps helping the small Muslim 
community we have on campus.

W h a t  c a n  K O  d o  t o 
make its campus a more 
i n c l u s i v e  c o m m u n i t y ? 

The great thing about KO is 
that we have so many resources – 
from the school and from our peers 
– that can help us become more 
educated on topics that we don’t 
know a lot about. A way to make 
the topic of race and for me, being 
Muslim, is just to talk about it more. 

Talking about stereotypes or 
individual experiences can make 
KO a more inclusive community 
because it’s breaking barriers and 
assumptions between individuals. 

In order to become more 
inclusive,  we must recog-
nize that there are differences 
between us. We simply just 
need to know more about them. 

Frantic students studying 
in the library, colder weather, and 
endless repeats of “All I Want For 
Christmas Is You” all signaled the 
coming of the holiday season and 
the much-anticipated winter break.

After a challenging and 
swift week of midterms, many, 
if not all, of the KO commu-
nity looked forward to the 
arrival of a much-needed winter 
break accompanied by the 
scenery of a winter wonderland.

Both students and faculty 
have expressed their apprecia-
tion for the time to allow them 
to unwind, relax, and enjoy the 
holidays with friends and family.

That said, here are some 
of the highlights from break! 

Some students such as 
sophomore Olivia Reynolds 
stayed home in Connecticut, 
spending time with her family 
and shopping with her little sister.

 “Winter break really 
gave me the time to spend some 
quality time with my friends 

and family,” Olivia said. “I also 
was able to get closer with my 
cousin who visited from London.”

Several students also used the 
three week period to unwind after a 
long series of exams and projects. 

Sophomore Benjamin Baby 
chose to spend his time relaxing 
by watching “The Witcher” on 
Netflix and sleeping in. “Honestly 
I think I might have slept 25 hours 
a day,” Ben said, laughing. 

Many students, like freshman 
Sattah Phouthakoun, spent 
their winter break traveling and 
connecting with friends and family. 

Sattah spent a week in Texas. 
“Everything is bigger in Texas,” 
Sattah joked, “even salads!” 

While only her first time 
away in Texas, she said she 
hopes to have the opportunity 
to visit again next winter break. 

“It was a great opportu-
nity to get closer to my family 
and friends,” Sattah said. “I 
also made many new friends 
and visited many parts of Texas 
including Rice Universi ty 
and the University of Texas.”

Similarly, freshman Jacob 
Joseph used the surplus of time to 
go on a foreign excursion. With his 
family, Jacob visited Kenya and 
Tanzania for ten days after enduring 
a grueling 17-hour-long flight. 

In East Africa, Jacob 
and his family went on several 
safaris and got a first-hand 
look a t  Afr ican  wi ld l i fe . 

Perhaps the most shocking 
part of the trip was the Joseph 
family’s surprise visit by a group 
of terrifying apex predators. 

“During a storm, our Jeep 
got stuck in the mud,” said Jacob. 
“There was also this huge group of 
lions standing only ten feet away!”

Sophomore Amrita Nata-
rajan also traveled abroad to 
India, where she visited her 
grandparents and spent some 
quality time with her cousins. 

Amrita said that a memo-
rable part of her trip was 
going up to the overbearing 
mountains for a few days. 

“The views up there, 
especially of the coffee planta-
tions, were just spectacular,” 

Amrita added. “We also saw a 
surprising amount of goats and 
cows, which honestly may have 
made the view even better!”

Teachers  and facul ty 
members also had quite an 
exciting break. Librarian Nancy 
Solomon continued her regular 
visits to South Carolina to escape 
the wintry Connecticut weather. 

“The 70-degree weather was 
certainly a surprise, but a welcome 
one for sure,”  Mrs. Solomon 
said. “Usually when I go down 
there, it’s about 50 [degrees].” 

M r s .  S o l o m o n  a l s o 
added that she saw a surprising 
amount of alligators out and 
about in the Palmetto State.

N o t  e v e r y o n e , 
however, spent their break 
just relaxing. Some used the 
time for some serious work. 

T h e  s w i m m i n g  a n d 
diving team, for example, trav-
eled to Orlando from Dec. 31 
to Jan. 6 to train hard and enjoy 
the beautiful Florida scenery. 

Senior Marwynn Somrid-
hivej went on the trip and had a 

speaKOut: senior Ishaa Sohail
by Sloan Duvall ’21

great experience overall. “The trip 
was very tough,” Marwynn said, 
“but overall, it was a great bonding 
experience, and I feel much closer 
to my teammates as a result.” 

The team also gathered 
to celebrate the coming of a 
new decade on New Year’s 
Eve, armed with party blowers 
and festive glasses. 

The schedule for the trip was 
very taxing with two-hour practice 
sessions twice a day for the week-
long duration of the trip. Marwynn 
added that most practices were 
from 6-8 a.m. and 4-6 p.m. 

“The practices over in 
Florida were much different 
from our regular practices,” said 
Marwynn. “While strenuous at 
times, I definitely feel much better 
in shape than before.” 

So whether you went on wild 
African safaris, reconnected with 
friends and family, or unwinded 
at home watching Netflix, we at 
the KO News hope you all had 
a wonderful winter break and 
are refreshed enough to take on 
the daunting second semester!

Wyverns’ winter break festivities
by David Shi ’22

Senior Ishaa Sohail hopes to make KO a more diverse and inclusive place for 
everyone. Photo courtesy of E.B. Taylor.
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Words spread faster than a virus
by Madeline Arcaro ’21

Talk about the coronavirus 
has taken KO like a plague in the 
few weeks that school has been 
in session after winter break. It 
has become even more serious 
after a scare at a Model U.N. 
competition at Yale University 
over the weekend of Jan. 24-26. 

On the last day of the 
event, the end of the conference 
was cancelled due to an interna-
tional student showing flu-like 
symptoms, which alerted the 
Yale New Haven doctors of a 
possible coronavirus outbreak. 

In an “overabundance 
of caution,” Yale decided to 
call off the last day’s events, 
i n  the  sma l l  chance  the 
student did have coronavirus.

T h e  c h a n c e s  o f  t h e 
student having it were low, 
especially because they had 
been diagnosed with influenza. 

A week later, the student’s 
results came out where they 
tested negative for corona. 

As this virus is new, research 
for it has not been well-developed. 
Scientists say that it does spread 
like the flu (person to person) and 
that each person who is infected, 
if not quarantined, can infect 
anywhere between 1.5-3.5 people. 

It also affects the same 
demographics as most strains 
of the flu: infants to young 
chi ldren,  and the elderly. 

This virus can be caught 
by breathing in air around a sick 
person (which then drops to the 
ground), making it harder to 
catch than illnesses like tuber-
culosis and chickenpox, but 
more contagious than an illness 
like hepatitis, which can only 
be caught through direct contact 

with someone’s bodily fluids. 
It is also less “scary” than 

the flu, as it is much less wide-
spread and deadly. However, 
the flu is less contagious. 

The death rate of corona-
virus is around 3% as of right now, 
but it is difficult to understand how 
lethal new diseases are. As of Jan. 
30, the first (and only) diagnosed 
spreading of the virus in the United 
States has been announced by the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). The disease 
spread between a couple living 
together, one of whom had 
not gone to Wuhan (where the 
disease spread from) recently. 

There are currently six 
confirmed cases of coronavirus in 

the United States, with 92 cases 
pending. Most of the 12,000 cases 
(as of Feb. 1) have been on Main-
land China, and 259 people have 
died from coronavirus. There is 
currently a “level 4” travel advi-
sory put in place by the United 

UPDATE: As of February 2, there have been 14,642 confirmed cases, and 305 deaths. Chart courtesy of  BBC.

States recommending that citi-
zens do not visit China right now. 
A level 4 is the highest level.

While the chances of 
catching coronavirus are low, 
students are still scared, especially 
those who went to the Model U.N. 
conference.“It was very scary,” 
senior Bella Leuschner said. “I was 
especially scared because during 
the first session on Friday I had 
kids coming in with masks on, and 
then all of a sudden my chair had to 
leave due to a medical emergency.” 

At the time that they left, 
students did not know that the 
student had tested negative for 
coronavirus, but did know that he 
had tested positive for the flu. To 
calm down students who might 
have been a little scared about 
the outbreak, Head of School 
Thomas Dillow sent out notices to 
faculty directly after the incident.

“I have spoken to the lead 
doctor at Yale Medical who is 
fielding calls from participants of 
the Model UN Conference,” he said 
in his letter. “She reiterated that 
they do not believe the student has 
the Coronavirus as the student has 
already been positively diagnosed 
with a common form of influenza.  
They are testing further ‘just to 
be extra safe’, and indicated that 
they would be very surprised if the 
student was also carrying the Coro-
navirus. They are not quarantining 
anyone at Yale nor are they recom-
mending that the participating 
schools need to do so at this time.”

No one at KO has been 
quarantined per this recom-
mendation, however a school in 
Miami, Fla. has decided to keep 
30 students and three teachers 
home until the test results came 
back from the student at Yale. 

KO did put in place poli-
cies to prevent the disease, 

however. They are the following: 
“1. We are not hosting 

anyone on campus who is 
from or has traveled recently 
to Wuhan city Hubei province.

2. We are not hosting anyone 
on campus who is experiencing 

“I believe my 
family is an 
epitome of 
millions of other 
families out there 
in China.” 

–Jean Wang

symptoms of any illness (this is 
not a departure from past policy).

3. Travelers from other 
parts of China are welcome to 
campus, as are guests from any 
other part of the world, as long 
as they are not experiencing any 
symptoms of illness.  At this 
stage, the CDC has labeled areas 
of China outside of Hubei prov-
ince as a Level 1 travel advisory, 
which is ‘business as usual but 
take precautions if you encounter 
symptoms of illness.’” (The 
travel advisory has since changed 
to a Level 4, as stated above)

N u r s e  B e t h  S c u l l y 
mentioned the best way to avoid 
catching the flu (and the corona-
virus, by extension) is to wash 
hands frequently and stay home 
if you’re sick. Something else that 
has generated conversations was 
that it might not be as big of a deal 
as some people are making it out to 
be. On campus, people have been 
making jokes about the disease, on 
two different ends of the spectrum. 
Senior Alyssa Pilecki mentioned 
that she has heard jokes about 
drinking the beer Corona and being 
cured. A common joke is students 
saying that they have the virus. 

With the developments 
about the disease, some people 
claim that despite how horrible 
it is for the victims, the chances 
of someone nearby having 
the illness is extremely slim.

 “I think that although this 
is an emergency and I feel very 
bad for the people who died, I 
think the world is blowing this 
out of proportion,” said Alyssa. 

Evidence seems to back this 
up, as diseases such as SARS, 
or Severe Accute Respiratory 
Syndrom are much more deadly 
than coronavirus. SARS, which 
emerged in 2003, is an illness 

caused by a coronavirus. It had 
a lethality rate of 9.6%, and has 
since become extremely rare. 

Something to note: a coro-
navirus is a type of virus that can 
cause mild-moderate diseases 
in humans. The coronavirus in 

“[T]he fact that 
people have been 
making jokes 
about it in general 
kind of hurts 
since it’s such a 
serious problem 
in China right  
now, and my mom 
risks so much to 
help control the 
problem.”

–Jane Liang

question is called either the Novel 
coronavirus or the Wuhan coro-
navirus, but is often shortened. 

One thing that has been 
emerging was an overwhelming 
concern for our 16 international 
students, many of whom are from 
and have family in China. “I am 
particularly concerned about our 
Chinese students and how they 
must be feeling at this time,” 
said Mr. Dillow in his email to 
the faculty. “I am thankful we 
have colleagues like you that can 
help support them and make sure 
they are not feeling stigmatized.”

Junior Jane Liang said that 
due to her family’s location, they 
are not as affected by the corona-
virus outbreak as some others have 
been, but that because her mom is 
a doctor, she’s been in the office 
for two weeks straight. This made 
it nearly impossible for her family 
to celebrate the New Year at all.

Junior Felix Fei also 
mentioned that his family has not 
been able to leave the house at all, 
because of how many people are 
traveling due to the holidays in 
China. Jane added that she wasn’t 
feeling stigmatized due to this 
outbreak, which is a good reflection 
on the faculty and students at KO. 

When asked to talk further 
about the effects of coronavirus 
on her experience at KO, she did 
talk about jokes heard around 
campus, like Alyssa mentioned. 

“I mean, it’s not about any 
jokes specifically,” Jane said, 
“but just the fact that people 
have been making jokes about it 
in general kind of hurts since it’s 
such a serious problem in China 
right  now, and my mom risks so 
much to help control the problem.”

Senior Jane Wang said that 
her family has been affected by 
the disease. “My family had to 

stay at home most of the days to 
avoid getting infected,” she said. 
“When they went outside doing 
grocery shopping, they had to wear 
special masks (medical masks or 
N95 masks) and medical gloves. 
They washed their hands many 
times when they went home.”

Both Jean and Jane said 
that they have heard of masks 
selling  out quickly, and Jane 
suggested KO students think of 
donating to help with this shortage. 

Jean said that food at 
grocery stores also sold out very 
quickly since everyone wanted 
to store food in order to stay 
home. “I believe my family is an 
epitome of millions of other fami-
lies out there in China,” Jean said. 

Outside of the KO commu-
nity, recent controversy has 
emerged from UC Berkeley in a 
tweet that they released, explaining 
how xenophobia can be one of the 
reactions to the threat of corona-
virus with the explanation: “Please 
recognize that experiencing any 
of these can be normal reac-
tions and that over the next few 
days or weeks you may experi-
ence periods of…Xenophobia: 
fears about interacting with 

those who might be from Asia 
and guilt about these feelings.”

A viral tweet reacting 
to this by Adrienne Shih, an 
editor at the Los Angeles Times 
said, “When is xenophobia 
ever a ‘normal reaction’?”  

An outbreak in disease 
can always lead to racism says 
TIME Magazine. “Already, 
movements on social media 
have sprung up to counter racist 
stereotyping. For example, in 
France the hashtag #JeNeSuisPa-
sUnVirus, meaning ‘I am not a 
virus’ is widely being used,” said 
Jasmine Aguilera from TIME. 

With the threat of corona-
virus rising, it’s more important 
than ever that KO becomes a 
community and works together 
as a whole to prevent racial 
stereotyping, and on another 
level, make sure that everyone 
at KO stays safe and healthy.
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TikTok: showcasing 
creativity in community 
by Ava Cashman ’24

More than 500 million 
active users worldwide. The most 
downloaded app on the app store 
in 2019. Over one billion videos 
viewed every day. You may 
assume that these statistics are for 
a globally used service, a staple in 
daily life, but they actually belong 
to an up and coming streaming 
app that is taking the world 
by storm. This app is TikTok.

TikTok is an app where users 
can create and share short videos 
of themselves, and also watch 
videos made by other creators. 

The app is centered around 
its “For You” page, where videos 
recommended to users are 
displayed. This is where most 
users find content. Getting on 
the “For You” page is a goal for 
many creators, as it helps distribute 
their content to a wider audience. 

Most videos are about 15 
seconds long, each with its own 
story and creative elements, 
and there is a constant flow 
of new content, which makes 
TikTok addictive to constantly 

scroll through. This app has 
grown and spread across the 
country very quickly, including 
here at Kingswood Oxford.

Many students from KO 
enjoy using TikTok. However, 
two students, junior Evan Banning 
and sophomore Lexi Vail have 
found great fame through the 
app. Evan has gained over 45,900 
followers and has received over 
1,200,000 total likes across his 
videos. Lexi has over 43,900 
followers and gained over 
1,100,000 likes from her videos.

There is a wide variety of 
content across TikTok, and often-
times people’s work goes viral 
for seemingly random things.  
Evan agrees that the unpredict-
ability of the app has helped 
his channel grow. “My tiktok 
where I pretended to be tall...
went viral for no reason at all. It 
wasn’t even funny and there was 
zero effort put into that,” he said. 

Using TikTok has made 
many of its users’ more creative 
thinkers when listening to everyday 
music. “Normally I will hear a 
song and I realize that I can relate 

one of the lyrics to something or 
to a trend that’s already going 
around on TikTok,” Evan said. 

In December the KO News 
descibed TikTok as an “...outlet 
for people to make fools of them-
selves.” This has been a controver-
sial topic among the KO commu-
nity. Lexi disagrees. “I just use it 
to express myself because I like 
telling stories and making people 
laugh and smile and I enjoy putting 
my ideas out there. I don’t think 
of it as a way to make a fool of 
yourself unless you like doing that 
to make people happy,” she said.

TikTok’s popularity at KO 
has spread not only among the 
students but even to the faculty. 
Middle school office adminis-
trator Brittany Dix has found 
not only enjoyment from the 
app, but also fame for her and 
her one-year-old daughter Lily. 

“I actually downloaded 
TikTok as a joke and once I started 
scrolling through it I realized how 
addicting it was. It took me about 
two weeks until I made a video, 
which was of Lily doing a trend, and 
I got 13,000 views in four hours. I 
felt so famous at the moment and 
it just became addicting,” she said.

H e r  f a m e  h a s  o n l y 
grown from there, and she 
now has amassed over 687,700 
followers and 15.3 million likes. 

“It turned out to be that I’m 
documenting Lily’s life and all of 
the stages she is going through 
and all of the milestones...so many 
opportunities have come from 
TikTok. It has definitely had a posi-
tive influence on my life because it 
came at a time where I was really 
down with my dad passing away, 
so this has really been helping 
me through it in a way because 
it distracts my mind,” she said. 

“It’s been really heart-
warming and I just love all of 
my followers and I love that 
people like to watch Lily. It’s 
just so cool to think about and 
TikTok has been awesome for us 
and such a blessing,” she said. 

Alex Levin: 
the producer
by John Kumpa ’24

We all have something 
that we feel passionate about. 
For some it is sports, for others 
it is art, but for eighth-grader 
Alex Levin, it happens to be 
producing music and beats.

Alex has been making music 
for the last two years. He started 
in Mr. David Zucker’s electronic 
music class, and immediately 
fell in love with creating music. 
This passion was apparent to 
other students, and his impact on 
the class has been very positive.

One of Alex’s classmates, 
eighth-grader Jack Decker, has 
enjoyed Alex’s presence. “A 
lot of times when we get there, 
he is doing work, even when 
other people aren’t,” he said. 

Another one of Alex’s class-
mates, eighth-grader Finn Boyd, 
agreed. “When he is working, he 
is just working and not letting 
anything distract him for the whole 
60 minutes of the class,” he said.

Alex’s teacher, Mr Zucker, 
is very experienced in making 
music. He spoke very highly of 
Alex’s producing ability. “He 
only works. He is super focused 
on learning the programs. He 

really fine tunes his music, and 
is committed to making his 
music the best it can be,” he said. 

According to Mr. Zucker, 
Alex’s love for music has expanded 
outside of the classroom. “He set 
up a studio at his house because he 
was so inspired to make music, and 
he has learned tons of things about 
music there,” said Mr. Zucker.

Although Alex has only 
been learning electronic music 
for one year, he has already 
focused in on trap music, which 
includes hip hop and rap. It is 
his favorite to learn and create.

The formula for Alex’s 
success in music is very simple. “If 
you’re starting out making music, 
all you have to do is work hard, 
because with all of the resources 
available today, if you want to 
achieve, it you can,” he said. 

Those who would like 
to listen to Alex’s music can 
find his creations easily. He 
is on SoundCloud, where his 
username is Blast Off Beatz. 

Even though he is only 
an eighth-grader, Alex has high 
ambitions with music, as well 
as high goals. As we have seen 
with countless artists, age plays 
little factor in the music industry.

Alex Levin gets ready to mix some beats. Photo courtesy of Alex Levin ’24.

Ms. Dix poses with her adorable daughter, Lily, the subject of many of the 
TikTok videos that have garnered her fame. Photo courtesy of Ms. Dix. 



18 Thursday
February 6, 2020 MS Features MS Features Thursday

February 6, 2020 19
Zucker makes music
by Alex Levin ’24

Walking past the music 
technology lab, you can hear 
spacey synths, bouncy hi-hats, 
and hard hitting 808’s. You 
may see Mr. Zucker in the lab, 
directing this symphony of rap 
and hip hop sounds. This is the 
e-music lab, run by Mr. Zucker. 

Mr. Zucker has experienced 
a diverse background of all types 
of music. An ‘88 graduate of 
KO, he built his own recording 
studio while in high school. “Me 
and my brother used to make a 
lot of music together. I was two 
year pre-med and then I wanted 
to take a break and play music. 
I wound up going to Skidmore 
College for music,” he said.

 While at college, Mr. 
Zucker was part of various bands. 
After he graduation he joined drum 
and bass as well as jazz bands and 
travelled all over the country and 
the globe performing. “I’ve been 
in all of the United States. New 
Orleans was especially crazy. 
There is just such a deep musical 
connection to the city,” he said. 

Mr. Zucker has studied 
music in India and has played 
an Indian fusion band. He has 
performed jazz and blues in 
Amsterdam and Germany, and 
created various musical score 
for movies. Mr. Zucker’s start 
in music is largely in due to his 
family. “My mom was a pianist 
and I would listen to her play and 
sit underneath the piano. I never 
really took lessons until later so I 
would just play around with things. 
I had a musical family,” he said.

Giving, growing for greater good
by Victoria Layden ’24

Continuing an on-going 
and  much-en joyed  t r ad i -
tion, each week two groups of 
Middle School students leave 
campus to perform various acts 
of service in the community. 

Groups travel to places such 
as St. Mary’s nursing home, Fox 
Elementary School in Hartford, 
Loaves and Fishes soup kitchen, 
and a new addition, the Auer 
farm. The program is designed for 
the students to integrate with the 
community, help others, and impact 
the lives of those around them. 

English teacher Beth Repp 
manages the program and has been 
involved for eight years. Her goal 
for the community service program 
is to help others and to make some-
one’s day better on a personal level. 

“I feel that the purpose of 
our service program is to widen 
our horizons and increase our 
empathy, change our perspec-
tives and just work on becoming 
better people,” said Mrs. Repp. 

Mrs. Repp additionally has 
made personal connections with 
people from each service site. 

“I have grown to care for 
them, I have known them for 
eight years! The experience has 
been so powerful,” she said. It 
has also been beneficial for the 
students. “I think that any kind of 
service landing on volunteerism 
is really important for the people 
who are volunteers, they must 
stretch themselves, widen their 
perspectives, and also to be on the 
receiving end,” said Mrs. Repp.

The students in the Middle 

School are very enthusiastic 
about community service trips. 
“It really brightens my day, all of 
the little kids get so excited and 
are so wonderful to work with,” 
said seventh-grader Sydney 
Parker. “I feel very grateful for 
what I have that many of these 
people do not have, and I am 
always thinking about what 
more I can do to help them.”

Eighth-grader Chelsea 
O’Donnell loves working with all 
age groups and improving people’s 
days. “The Middle School has a 
very awesome program, we are so 
fortunate,” she said. Sydney agrees. 
“It is so special to experience 
someone’s happiness,” she said. 

Unfortunately, St. Mary’s 
Day Center is closing and will 
be missed by all of the students. 
According to Mrs. Repp, the 
program is seeking a replace-

ment and additional service sites. 
“We are going to be doing 

some river clean-up in the future 
where we would be working to 
decrease our environmental litter. 
The planet is changing and we need 
to change the way that we affect 
the planet,” she said. She loves 
the community service program in 
the Middle School; however, she 
would love to grow it even larger. 

Middle School students 
have greatly embraced this 
program here at KO and would 
love for it to continue and expand. 
“It puts Middle Schoolers in 
places or situations where they 
usually wouldn’t find themselves. 

I think it reminds them that 
the world is really big and it needs 
help. People are going through 
things and we can definitely 
help them as one person, or as a 
group of people,” said Mrs. Repp. 

Tuckler says hola to KO 
Interesting, fun, and verbal 

explain why Señora Tuckler is 
such a great addition to our school. 

Señora Tuckler is a Spanish 
teacher on both campuses. Señora 
began teaching in September. 
So far her students have been 
impressed and excited in her class. 

“She’s a good teacher and 
she teaches in a different way than 
most of my other teachers,” said 
eighth-grader Charlotte Sorenson.

Señora Tuckler has taught 
in a variety of schools throughout 
her life. “I’ve taught for 18 years 
in Toronto, and I taught elementary 
and high school, and I taught in a 
Catholic public school,” she said. 

Señora Tuckler said she has 
adjusted to the change. “There is 
a big difference between a Cana-
dian public school and an Amer-
ican private school,” she said. 

Students have enjoyed her 
style of teaching. Eighth grader 
Ted Simons said, “We do a lot of 
different activities.” This variety 
has has helped him improve his 
skills. “She is a verbal teacher and 
it’s not all bookwork, like when 
we learned the salsa dance,” he 
said. Charlotte agreed. “I like her 
style of teaching because she is 
really relaxed overall,” she said. 

Señora Tuckler is also 
a Spanish 1 teacher in the 

Nolan joins MS
by Audrey Karasik ’24

The newest addition to 
the Middle School faculty, the 
thoughtful and caring science 
teacher Ms. Sarah Nolan, is 
beloved by her students and fellow 
faculty members. Over the course 
of the last four months, the students 
have really gotten to know her 
as a teacher, coach, and advisor, 
and they have great things to say.

Seventh-grader Jessica 
Mulligan is a student in Ms. Nolan’s 
earth and environmental sciences 
class and admires her as a teacher. 
“Ms. Nolan’s teaching style pushes 
us to be better students. She helps 
us become more aware of our 
surroundings and how science 
is connected to them,” she said.

Eighth-grader Arianna 
Whalen is in Ms. Nolan’s advisee 
group and really appreciates having 

Mr. Zucker strums his guitar. Photo 
courtesy of Alex Levin ’24.

Ms. Nolan smiles for the camera. 
Photo by EB Taylor. 

her alongside chorus director Mr. 
Steven Mitchell this year. “Mrs. 
Nolan is incredibly helpful with 
school and life because she is 
great at giving advice,” she said. 
“You can go to her for a solution 
when you’re stressed about home-
work or multitasking and she will 
say something that will calm you 
down and make you feel better.”

As wonderful as a teacher she 
is, the students aren’t the only ones 
who admire Ms. Nolan. Co-advisor 
Mr. Mitchell has nothing but 
great things to say about her. 

“Ms. Nolan is one of the 
most thoughtful caring people I 
have had the pleasure of working 
with at KO,” he said. “She really 
cares about every one of our 
advisees, and she is constantly 
asking questions about how to 
follow up and help them and 
I really like that about her.”

Ms. Nolan enjoys the 
atmosphere and community at 
KO. “[My favorite thing about 
being a teacher is] probably my 
students and my coworkers; 
everyone that works here is so 
dedicated and the students are 
always engaged they just make 
it a fun place to be,” she said.

Overall, Ms. Nolan has 
proven to be a wonderful addition 
to the middle school. The students 
are extremely pleased that she 
decided to teach at KO this year.

Mr. Zucker’s music style is 
always evolving. “Right now I’m 
in bluegrass but I studied clas-
sical music and I’ve been in a lot 
of drum and bass bands,” he said.

Eighth-grader Jack Decker 
enjoys Zucker’s teaching greatly. 
“He’s taught us a lot. We started 
off in Garageband which was a 
really simple digital audio work-
station, and we’ve gone on to 
complicated programs like Fl 
studio. He’s been at our side the 
entire time helping us,” he said. “I 
have more respect for the people 

that make the beats for rap songs. 
After doing E-music I know it’s 
ridiculously hard. It’s crazy.”  

Mr. Zucker has had lots of 
experience in the music industry, 
and has advice for young producers 
and musicians. “Work really really 
hard. You just gotta work hard 
and promote and market your 
music. Also, try to experiment in 
different genres.” Mr. Zucker is 
greatly responsible for my start 
in music, and has influenced 
my production and creativity. 
“I’m just trying to inspire kids 
here like you,” said Mr. Zucker.

by J.J. Hurley ’24 Upper School. Ashley Buck-
ingham, an eighth grader in that 
class also enjoys her teacher. 

“Ms. Tuckler cares a lot 
about making sure her students 
understand the material. She is 
always willing to accept ques-
tions and go over topics the class 
is struggling with,” she said.

Señora Tuckler has been 
a great addition to not only our 
Spanish department but also to 
our Middle School in general. She 
is here to stay and her students 
are happy to have her here. 

“There is a big 
difference between 
a Canadian public 
school and an 
American private 
school.”

–Señora Tuckler

Seventh-graders Jessica Mulligan and Isabel Mendelovici help younger 
students with their schoolwork. Photo courtesy of Victoria Layden ’24.

Senora Tuckler flashes a smile. Photo by EB Taylor. 
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Class divisions 
about politics
by Joe Sabia ’24

Like most of the country, 
the Middle School students are 
divided on their political opin-
ions. I surveyed the 14 students 
in the eighth-grade journalism 
class to discover their opinions 
on current politics.  The answers 
were pretty diverse and creative.

The first question asked 
what news channels students 
watch. Five watch Fox News, 
four students watch CNN and one 
student watches NBC and the rest 
don’t watch the news. One student 
said, “I only watch real news, 
not trash, that is I mean CNN.”

The  second ques t ion 
asked if students talk about the 
impeachment process at home. 
Most of them actually do watch 
and talk about the impeach-
ment process with their families.

However, not everyone 
agrees with that and some 
students indicate that they do 
not watch the impeachment 
process at home or talk about it.

The question asking if 
students agree that the country 
has been divided through politics 
elicited many answers from the 
14 students. One wrote, “Defi-
nitely, if the liberals don’t get 

their way they will always try and 
get it.... or blame it on Trump.” 
Others had a different opinion. 
“The country has been divided 
by politics. Most current news 
has partisan sides. The country 
has been divided by parties and 
current news,” two students said.  

The last question stirred 
the most diverse answers of all. 
The question asked if current 
politics change the way they 
think about our country’s leaders. 
The answers ranged from top 
to bottom and left to right. 

For example “TRUMP 
2020” one student said. Another 
said, “Current politics somewhat 
change how I think about our 
country’s leaders and it makes 
me more unsure and cautious.” 

One student even said 
“Sometimes yes. Trump has 
done good and bad so far while 
in office. I think he has done 
fairly well as the president.” 

These responses show how 
divided everyone in our country 
is and how even kids are far 
apart because of our country’s 
political gap. It would be better 
for the country if this divide 
can be healed so everyone can 
get along better and not be so 
cold and spiteful to each other. 

MS Students in the US
by Jaden Smith ’24

Taking an Upper School 
class as a Middle Schooler has 
become more common this school 
year. The Upper School classes that 
Middle Schoolers take are Geom-
etry Honors, Algebra 2 Honors, 
Latin 1 and 2 and Spanish 1. 
Upper School language classes are 
relatively new for middle school 
students. In the past, new eighth-
graders would have to take a sixth-
grade level language. But a policy 
change gave new eighth-graders a 
way to take a high school level class 
that allowed them to catch up and 
take the level 2 class as freshmen.

This year, there are a total 
of 17 Middle Schoolers taking an 
Upper School class. The increase 
in number has caused issues in 
some students’ schedule given the 
difference in schedules between 
the two campuses. One of the 
flaws in the schedule is meeting 
with teachers for extra help. 

Three-year math teacher, 
Chris Vicevich, thinks that there 
should be more time for extra 
help. “Some people have study 
halls that match my free period 
every two weeks and these are 
sort of challenging things. I 
wish for their sake there was a 
better way to do that,” he said. 

When taking an Upper 
School class students may also 
become intimidated by the older 

students. Some students say that 
there is no problem with taking 
a class with people who are two 
or three years older, but some 
students say that it is a bit of a chal-
lenge. Eighth grader, Luke Daugh-
erty, is one of two students his age 
who take Latin 2. He enjoys the 
class but not always the partner 
work. “The only thing that is odd 
is partner work because it’s all 
sophomores and it is weird because 
I don’t know any of them,” he said. 

Latin 2 teacher, Maureen 
Lamb, described the mature way 
the eighth graders present them-
selves with in her class. “I didn’t 
even know that they were eighth 
graders at the start of the year. 
They were very mature and they 
do all of their work,” she said. 

Ms. Lamb believes that a 
Middle Schooler taking an Upper 
School level class is a great oppor-
tunity to interact with the Upper 
School. “I think it’s a really good 
thing for Middle Schoolers to see 
what we are doing at the Upper 
School because sometimes I feel 
like we don’t interact a lot that it’s 
hard to see what the Upper School 
does and what it is like,” she said. 

Middle School Director 
Ann Sciglimpaglia says that the 
students’ reactions to this new 
concept gives an insight to faculty. 
“It gives the faculty an opportunity 
to see how the eighth graders do in 
those classes and if that is some-

thing that all eighth graders should 
take part of in the future,” she said.

Taking an Upper School 
level class as a Middle Schooler 
is a great opportunity for Middle 
Schoolers to get a taste of the 
Upper School and for different 

level students to integrate. Come 
next year, these students will 
have a better grasp on how the 
Upper School works This will 
continue to be an opportunity 
for all kids who need enrich-
ment in math and languages. 

“It gives the 
faculty an oppor-
tunity to see how 
the eighth-graders 
do in those 
classes and if 
that is something 
that all eighth-
graders should 
take part of in the 
future.”   

–Ms. Scig

MS student 
government
by Thomas Vumback ’24

In early fall, a new group 
of Student Government Repre-
sentatives was elected alongside 
the President and Vice President.

 T h e  e i g h t h - g r a d e r s 
leading the group are Presi-
dent Owen Caliguiri, along with 
Vice President James Living-
stone. Student Representatives 
were also elected in each form. 

Student Government is 
in charge of all student social 
events and ideas. “The part we 
focus on the most is letting the 
kids make up the ideas and then 
share them with the teachers to 
see if they will change it,” said 
Faculty Advisor Peter Burdge. 
He has said that his first year as 
the advisor has been great so far.

One new feature has been 
the Suggestion Box. Students can 
place a small piece of paper with 
a suggestion in the box, which 
is then considered at meetings. 

So far,  one aspect of 
middle school life has completely 
changed because of the suggestion 
box. This is that snack changed 
from Thursday to Wednesday. 
“Based [on] that people put 
the snack on Wednesday and 
that was changed, it has been a 
success so far,” said Mr. Burdge.

Owen has enjoyed being 
the president. “My favorite part 

of being the president is to be able 
to have mutual respect among all 
my classmates. I like being able 
to have the power to change the 
school for the better,” he said. 
This came after he convinced 
the faculty to change a rule about 
using headphones during study 
hall. Before he became involved, 
nobody could use headphones at 
all, but now if the screen is facing 
the proctor, students can listen to 
music while completing work. 

James has loved many of 
the ideas brought up during meet-
ings. He also looks forward to a 
specific event that has occurred 
at the school for years. “Field 
Day is my favorite. It’s always 
fun to be able to do games that 
almost everyone enjoys,” he said. 

Field Day is a special event 
during which four teams battle 
it out in many different sports 
and games, such as dodgeball 
and relay races.  The team with 
the most points at the end of the 
day is declared the winner. The 
student government has been in 
charge since it began in 2008 
by then student government 
president Samantha Udolf’12

Later in the year student 
government will be organizing 
two school dances and the spring 
picnic. They will continue coming 
up with great ideas for events and 
spirit days for the rest of the year.

Speak, read, listen: MS 
Model UN covers it all
by James Livingstone ’24

If you’ve ever wondered 
where to go if you’re interested 
in cooperating with others to 
solve real-life problems dealing 
with countries in our world today, 
the Middle School Model UN 
Club is the best place for you.

Model United Nations, or 
Model UN for short, is the perfect 
place for students who are inter-
ested in putting themselves in 
the shoes of a United Nations.  

In this club they have the 
opportunity to work with students 
from KO, as well as other schools, 
to solve issues like hunger, pollu-
tion, workers’ rights, and more.

Each year, schools are 
alloted a certain number of coun-
tries based on how many delegates 
participate in the club. This year 
KO was given five countries 
divided among the 23 students 
who took part in Model UN. 

These countries were 
Afghanistan, India, the United 
Kingdom, the Congo, and Thai-
land. The students chose which 
of these countries they’d prefer 
to represent, or which organiza-
tion they want to be placed on: 
the World Health Organization or 
the Industrial Labor Organization.

 At the final conference, 
three rooms for each organiza-
tion are the center of the action 

where a delegate from each 
of the five countries attends to 
discuss their country’s issues. 

Facul ty  advisor,  and 
Middle School History Teacher, 
Andy Krugman then does his 
best to allow every student to be 

placed in the organization that 
they decided to choose and to 
represent their preferred country, 
although a few students have to 
settle for their second choice. 

Model UN was founded by 
Upper School History Teacher 
Stacey Savin and only occurred 
in the Upper School until seven 
years ago, when she reached out 
to the Middle History Depart-
ment because she was inter-

ested in instituting it on the 
Middle School level. Ever since, 
the club has been a successful 
part of the middle school. 

According to Mr. Krugman, 
the club is a great way to learn the 
skills that students will need in 
the future. “In terms of the skills 
the students learn, they learn 
research skills, they are pushed 
out of their comfort zone, they 
improve their communication 
skills, and they figure out how to 
make deals and take risks,” he said. 

The student delegates 
have nothing but praise for the 
club. Seventh-grader Sandy 
Cloud enjoyed the aspect of 
cooperating with others to 
achieve a common goal. “My 
favorite part was presenting 
and discussing with students 
from other schools,” he said. 

Guru Anand,  another 
seventh-grader and participant 
of Model UN urges students to 
join the club and give it a try. “I 
would recommend the club to 
others because it was a fun and 
informative experience,” he said.

The Model UN club is a 
great way for kids to interact 
with each other as well as prepare 
themselves for the years ahead. 
It allows students to build strong 
friendships, learn many new 
lessons, and discuss impor-
tant topics with their peers. 

Sandy Cloud ‘25 and Guru Anand 
‘25, Model UN delegates. Photo 
courtesy of James Livingstone ’24
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KO students are often kept 
up to date on-campus events from 
last week’s basketball game to 
the newest meal offered in the 
cafeteria. However, what is often 
left out is what’s going on when 
students set foot off-campus. 
Some of our community members 
have very unique hobbies. 

One of KO’s own,  eighth-
grader, Hana Haxhaj, spends 
much of her time outside of 
school on the track, dirt biking. 
After gaining interest in this 
sport from her brother, she has 
been competing ever since. 

When Hana’s brother was 
11 years old he got into a dirt 
biking accident, running into 
a brick wall, which resulted in 
his head cracked open. Surpris-
ingly, this inspired eight-year-
old Hana to start dirt biking. 

“I made it my goal to 
be better than him and not 
crack my head open,” she said. 

However, it was diffi-
cult to find a team close by. 

I n  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  f o r 
someone Hana’s age there 
are currently no organiza-
tions or teams that she can join. 

So, Hana began competing 
alone until she was scouted 
by other teams, including the 
New York team she currently 
competes with now—Empire MX.

With this team, Hana 
p r a c t i c e s  t w i c e  a  w e e k 
with  races  every Sunday. 

Before each race, competi-
tors view the track first, before 
completing one or two laps around 
the track depending on the length. 

The first person to reach 
the finish line wins. The races 
are grouped by engine size, the 
amount of power the bike has. 

Hana competes in the 250 
cubic centimeter group. However, 
she has made it her goal to one day 
compete in the 450 cc, the division 
with the most powerful engines. 

What stands out to Hana 
is the adrenaline rush she gets 

during the races. “When you’re 
in the air there’s no feeling 
like that when you have all 
the equipment on,” she said. 

H a n a  d o e s  a d m i t , 
however,  t ha t  t h i s  spo r t 
i s  v e r y  m a l e - d o m i n a t e d . 

She says that there are only 
one or two girls, racing in her 
division, including herself. She 
does not let this hold her back, 
and claims that it allows her 
to get to know her team better.

 “It’s kind of harder to 
bond with them, but they’re 
super inclusive and super nice 
to me, so they make it easy 
to talk to them,” she said.

When classmates and 
teachers find out about Hana’s 
dirt biking interest it comes 
as a surprise, as Hana is not 
one to talk frequently about 
her life outside of school. 

“I thought it was super 
cool, but I was a little surprised 
because she doesn’t talk about 
the things she does outside of 
school very much, but as soon as 
I knew about it she was happy to 
tell me more about what she was 
doing and how exciting it is for 
her,” said her advisor and chorus 
director, Mr. Steve Mitchell. 

One of Hana’s fellow advi-
sees, eighth-grader Cole Banning, 
claims that Hana’s interest has 
helped him gain a better under-
standing of the sport. “Since 
she’s in my advisee group I’ve 
definitely learned more about it 
and understand the sport a little 
more,” he said. However, Cole 
not only admires Hana for her dirt 
biking success but also for her 
likable personality. “She’s only 
been good to me and she’s really 
nice to other people, too,” he said. 

Mr. Mitchell agrees with 
Cole. “I think she is accom-
plished, but also humble, and 
that’s a nice combination,” he said.

Hana thinks more people 
should become interested in her 
sport. “I would tell people that 
its a super fun sport and they 
should participate in it,” she said. 

by Emma Barringer ‘24by Ashley Buckingham ’24

Hanna Haxhaj

After 40 years of thrilling 
battles, the galaxy will no longer be 
at war. Star Wars films have drawn 
fans from all around the world 
for the past 40 years and have 
earned around 65 billion dollars. 

It’s because of the franchise 
popularity that the announce-
ment of the ending movie series 
had people surprised and heart-
broken. In my opinion, the series 
ended in an outstanding final film.

The newest movie released 
is “The Rise of Skywalker,” 
the ninth film in the series. 

The Star Wars plot is known 
to include some of the most recog-
nizable and significant characters 
like Darth Vadar or Luke Skywalker. 

Emperor Palpatine, a sith 
lord in the galaxy, was a very 
prominent part of the new film. 
Overall, it is sad the saga has 
come to a close; however, it 
ended with a good finish. If I 

was to make some changes, I 
would recommend more ground 
fights instead of all air battles. 
I also hoped the movie would 
give us a little more background 
on Supreme Leader Snoke, but 
sadly they barely mentioned him. 

If I had to rate the movie, 
I would give it a solid eight 
out of ten because of the heart-
warming and sensational ending. 

S t u d e n t  o p i n -
ions of the movie varied. 

“ I  l oved  i t !  I t  was 
one of my favorites,” said 
eighth-grader Jack Decker. 

Luke had more criticism.“I 
liked it, I felt like some of it was a 
little odd because they were chasing 
after artifacts for a lot of it,” he said.

 Some did not like the 
ending or thought the plot was 
challenging to understand. 

Even if students did not 
enjoy “The Rise of Skywalker,” 
the re  wi l l  s t i l l  be  more 
Star Wars coming to enjoy.

Star Wars comes to end
by Owen Caligiuri ‘24

 “Frozen 2” is a lively, enter-
taining, animated musical for fans 
across the world. This adventurous 
movie is about the young queen 
Elsa on a search to find herself, 
called by a mysterious echo 
leading her to her fate. The char-
acters who join her are her sister 
Anna, Olaf, and Kristoff, along 
with Sven, the reindeer. Each char-
acter has a purpose to this journey.

 Anna wishes to be closer 
to Elsa when she feels they are 
becoming distant. Elsa’s gift of 
magic is the reason they are so 
distant in the original movie. 
Kristoff has been struggling to 
find the perfect way to ask Anna to 
marry him, and comic figure Olaf 
continues to give advice to those 
who need a laugh and comfort.

 Although the plot includes 
all of the characters, it’s mainly 
based on Elsa’s journey and 
discoveries. As the team set out 
to find the truth behind the super-
natural events occurring in Aren-
delle, they individually grow as 
characters. However, as in the first 
movie Elsa remains the main char-
acter. Her quest pushes the plot.

The famous songs are what 

drive fans to watch both Frozen 
movies. “Let It Go” is one of 
the biggest hits from the first 
movie. Many who haven’t seen 
the movie have heard the songs. 
Each melody includes a message 
about growing as an independent 
woman, and Elsa is a perfect 
example of this, a unique queen 
with abilities like no other. The 
Frozen franchise continues to 
satisfy the audience with more 
catchy songs. “Frozen 2” includes 
the song “Into The Unknown,” 
which many viewers suspect that 
it will be as great as “Let It Go.”

Before the movie started, 
I had many suspicions of how 
Frozen 2 would end, thinking 
that this movie would be as 
cheesy as the first movie. But 
this sequel has many twists 
and turns making it a hundred 
percent better than the original. 

Despite the fact that Rotten 
Tomatoes indicates that people 
enjoyed Frozen more than “Frozen 
2,” fans are happy to see that 
there isn’t an end to the story of 
Elsa, Anna, Kristoff, Olaf, and 
Sven. Many wish to see the next 
chapter of Elsa and Anna’s life, 
and only the best is yet to come 
for this heartwarming sister duo.

Let it go, ‘Frozen 2’
by: Jillian Alexander 24’

A tradition for over 20 years, 
the Giving Tree has been a helpful 
and generous event to connect 
with citizens of Hartford and 
improve their Christmas holiday. 
The Giving Tree is a community 
service project in which students 
take a tag off a Christmas tree indi-
cating what a child from a Hartford 
church wants for his or her holiday 
season. Along with this informa-
tion, the tag includes the child’s 
gender and age to make the gift 
easier to select. Then the tag-taker 
buys this gift and places it under the 
tree to be delivered to the church 
at a later date. These acts of kind-
ness, big or small, can truly make a 
difference for a child’s holiday and 
can make their day a little brighter. 

This KO tradition started 
back when the middle school 
campus was in the current loca-
tion of Bristow Middle School. 
Former English teacher Ms. 

Nancy Horowitz became close 
to custodian Ms. Christine 
Davis and thought of this idea to 
help the children at her church, 

The 7th-day Adventist Church 
in Hartford. From that idea 
came the Giving Tree, which 
has remained an annual event.

 Former Spanish teacher 
Erika Costantini took over the 
project until she moved last spring. 
Now, history teacher Peter Burdge 
and English teacher Beth Repp 
are in charge. New to the Giving 
Tree, they are very passionate 
about this project. “I think it’s 
the idea that we, as a school and 
community, are willing to help 
others and volunteer ourselves. 

I think it’s important that 
we recognize that we are lucky to 
receive presents for the holiday and 
I think it’s great that students can 
understand that that’s not the case 
for everyone,” Mr. Burdge said. 

Students do realize this 
responsibility and how vital 
it is to understand the impor-
tance of giving. Eighth graders 
Maia Killory and Ava Leshem 
have truly realized this after 
donating during their years at KO. 

“I think it’s a nice idea to give 
to people that don’t have as much 
as you, and I am imagining that 
she is happier when she sees my 
gift,” Maia said after buying dolls 
for a child through the Giving Tree.

 Ava agreed. “I think it’s 
important because some kids 
don’t have what we have: go to 
a nice school, have nice clothes, 
and have toys to play with.

 By giving these gifts, 
it  makes them feel happy, 
warm, safe, and special during 
the holiday season,” she said.

The Giving Tree is impor-
tant to the middle school commu-
nity and teaches the importance of 
giving as well as receiving during 
the holidays. It is a tradition that will  
continue for many years to come. 

The act of giving

by Madison Bromberg 

 N o v e m b e r  1 2 , 
2 0 1 9  i n t r o d u c e d  a  n e w 
ad-free s treaming service. 

The new Netflix compet-
itor,  Disney+, is on many 
Disney fans’ TV screens .

N u m e r o u s  N e t f l i x 
viewers enjoy the wide variety 
of films that it has to offer.

 On the  o ther  hand, 
Disney+ watchers appreciate 
that all Disney, Pixar, Star Wars, 
Marvel, and National Geographics 
shows and movies are located 
in  one s t reaming service. 

This is an advantage for 
those who love these films. 

Netflix carries many different 
shows including their own originals. 

Some  shows  inc lude 
“Stranger Things,” “That 70’s 
Show,” “Grey’s Anatomy,” 
“ P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n , ” 
a n d  “ J a n e  t h e  Vi r g i n . ”

On the other hand, Disney+ 
has many childhood favorites that 
appeal to a wide variety of people . 

Middle-school English 
teacher Anastasia Quinn loves 
having access to Disney+.

 “I grew up watching classic 
Disney movies like ‘The Little 
Mermaid,’ ‘Beauty and the Beast,’ 
[and] ‘Aladdin’ so I was really 
excited to be able to watch them 
whenever I wanted to,” she said.   

E i g h t h - g r a d e r ,  M a i a 
Killory, has both Netflix and 
Disney+. She likes Disney+ better. 

“I t  has  every Disney 
and Pixar movie,” she said. 

Maia also watches films on 
Netflix for the numerous shows 
and movies that she is able to 
watch with a monthly subscription.

One of the least expen-
sive streaming services, Disney+ 
charges its users $6.99 a month or 
$69.99 per year ($5.83 per month). 

N e t f l i x ’s  p r i c e s  a r e 
higher at $9 to $16 per month.

Eighth-grader avid Netflix 
watcher Emma Korn, prefers 
the way Netflix is formatted. 

 “I like that all the shows 
are there and that it has sugges-
t ions  for  you,”  she  sa id . 

Emma likes that there is a 
display of shows and movies that 
she is currently watching so she 
can easily find where she left off.  

Even though Disney+ 
is used to watch movies Mrs. 
Quinn finds ways to incorporate 
her subscriptions to streaming 
services into her curriculum. 

“I love having access to 
all of those streaming services 
because if I ever want to have a 
TV show or movie to compare 
what we are reading to or to 
have fun things to do,” she said. 

Both streaming services 
have their  pros and cons. 

With t ime, there will 
be  severa l  add i t ions  and 
changes to benfit the overall 
customer,  and they l ikes . 

Try out Disney+ and Netflix 
to find which one you prefer. 

Netflix
Disney+ 

vs.

The MS giving tree. Photo courtesy 
of Emma Barringer ’24. 
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Boys squash shows improvement 
looks forward to playoffs again

The boys varsity squash 
team is off to a great start this 
season, cranking out win after win 
in the first half of the season. The 
Wyverns have improved greatly 
since the beginning of the season. 
With almost half the team being 
underclassmen and new to playing 
varsity, they have made great 
strides since the start of the season.

 “I’m really impressed with 
the underclassmen,’’ junior Jaden 
Weinstein said, “They are able 
to compete against some of the 
best players in our league.’’ One 
of the underclassmen, sophomore 
Carter Smith has really stood out 
this season. Smith is quick on his 
feet and a strong server, making 
him a deadly force on the court. 

Sophomores Aidan Dillow 
and Henry Pelletier are also new 
to the varsity level. They have very 
quickly acclimated to the varsity 
level, adding depth to the ladder, 
rounding out the team. Dillow and 
Pelletier have both been consis-
tent contributors to the team’s 
success despite this being their 
first season at the varsity level. 

Coming back from winter 
break, the Wyverns have played 
games and some tough oppo-

nents. “The team is solid,” Head 
Coach Robby Lingashi said. 
“There is no gap in skill level.” 
This success can be attributed to 
the intense practices day in and 
day out. From constantly prac-
ticing the fundamentals, to diffi-
cult drills, to weekly challenge 
matches, the team has become very 
strong as a whole and there is no 
drop in skill towards the bottom 

of the ladder. This has greatly 
contributed to the team’s success. 

M o s t  r e c e n t l y,  t h e 
Wyverns beat Westminster 4-3 
on Wednesday, Jan. 15. This is 
the first time the Wyverns have 
beaten Westminster in about 10 
years. It proves they are a tough 
opponent to anyone and a force 
to be reckoned with. The wins 
are due to the outstanding effort 

from the younger players. “Dillow 
and Pelletier played outstanding 
matches,” junior Co-captain 
Henry Kreible said, “The were 
playing tough opponents.” With 
the big contribution from Dillow 
and Pelletier, the Wyverns 
were able to get the tough win. 

The Wyverns sadly didn’t 
have the same kind of success 
against Choate and Avon Old 

Farms on Wednesday Jan. 22 or 
Kent on Saturday Jan. 25. “They all 
have well established programs,” 
Kreible said, “we knew both 
were going to be tough match”. 

The Wyverns have also dealt 
with a few injuries. Early into 
the season, junior Ethan Raisner 
suffered a torn ACL, putting him 
out for the rest of the season. 
More recently, Krieble hurt his 
knee as well and has dealt with 
long term back problems. With 
Krieble not playing his best, the 
Wyverns lose one of their best 
players. Thankfully, Krieble will 
be back to a hundred percent 
soon and able to lead his team. 

Looking towards the second 
half of the season, the Wyverns set 
a few long term goals.  “We want to 
become more consistent,’’ Kreible 
said. “Sometimes we are amazing 
and sometimes we aren’t. It’s 
something we have to work on.” 
Additionally, the Wyverns want to 
continue to improve their overall 
gameplay as well as have the new 
players improve so they can domi-
nate in harder and harder matches. 

In the coming weeks, 
the Wyverns go on to play 
Pomfret on Wednesday, Feb. 
12, and Greens Farm Academy 
on  Wednesday,  Feb .  19 . 

Boys basketball come up with two 
clutch wins to end the losing skid

The boys varsity basketball 
team has played on some big stages 
this season: from the KITs to TD 
garden. They still have a particular 
stage in mind though: playoffs. 

The boys basketball team 
ended the month of December with 
an important 58-49 win over Avon 
Old Farms School followed by 
emerging victorious in the KITs. 
The Wyverns dominated all aspects 
in all the games of the KITs, to 
much of the pleasure of their fans. 
They defeated Kents Hill School 
83-50, Hopkins School 69-48, 
and Storm King School 76-58.

January is the most impor-
tant month in the boys basketball 
team’s season just because of 
the sheer number of games. The 
Wyverns picked up right how 
they left off, dominating Mill-
brook School with a decisive 
58-43 win on Saturday, Jan. 11. 

After a short one day rest, 
the Wyverns faced a talented 
class A Taft team on Monday, 
Jan. 13. The shots weren’t falling 
like they typically do for KO, but 
they stay in the game because 
of some tremendous defense. 

Senior forward Captain  
Jackson Wolff, who is typically a 
sharpshooter, decided to alter the 

game and scored five consistent 
baskets off the dribble. This caused 
a huge shift in the game according 
to Head Coach Brad Seamen. The 
Wyverns were able to win the game 
52-45 in a close grind-it-out game.

The team then faced the 
Hotchkiss School on Wednesday, 
Jan. 13. The Wyverns fell short 
in this matchup, losing 71-55.

KO then  t raveled  to 
Pomfret School on Saturday, 
Jan. 18, where they lost a close 

51-44 game. Despite playing 
good defense, which has been a 
strong part of the Wyverns’ game 
this season according to Coach 
Seamen, the Wyverns weren’t 
able to put the ball in the basket.

After these two losses, 
the Wyverns bounced back 
with a dominating win against 
the Gunnery School, winning 
71-54. This was a big bounce 
back game for the wyverns after 
losing their previous two games.

The team then faced West-
minster School on Friday, Jan. 24. 
The Wyverns were defeated, losing 
84-79. KO played tremendously on 
offense, but Westminster had the 
hot hand. They were shooting an 
unreal percentage from the field.

The Wyverns traveled to T.D. 
Garden, the home of the Boston 
Celtics, the next day on Saturday, 
Jan. 25. The team lost 63-47 team 
to Pingree School on the parquet.

On Tuesday, Jan. 28, King-

swood Oxford faced off against 
Berkshire School, losing 56-39. 
The team had some difficulty 
operating their offensive sets in 
this competition, according to 
junior center Hunter Meshanic.

The Wyverns then faced 
Choate Rosemary Hall on Friday, 
Jan. 31. The team was playing 
in honor of Kobe Bryant, asking 
all of the fans to wear purple 
and yellow. The Wyverns domi-
nated this game, winning 76-58. 
H. Meshanic and Wolff had 
great games in honor of Kobe. 
Junior guard Carter Meshanic 
also recorded a double-double.

On Saturday, Feb. 1, KO 
traveled to the Gunnery School, 
winning by just under ten points. 
The team played great defense 
in this low scoring matchup, 
with senior guard Jordan Walker 
recording a couple of steals.

C o a c h  S e a m e n  i s 
ve ry  p roud  of  h i s  t eam. 

“ We ’ r e  a  t e a m  t h a t 
pools from a thirty mile radius 
competing against recruited 
athletes and PGs (post gradu-
ates),” Coach Seamen said. 

Going towards the end 
of the season Coach Seamen 
wants to capitalize on his deep 
second unit and put pressure on 
opposing teams by running a trap.Senior point guard Jordon Walker runs the offense during the Friday night game of the KIT’s. Photo by David Newman.

by Nick Traver ’20

by Conor Caneday ’21

Senior Matt Marottolo hustles to get the ball in an intense match vs. The Westminster. School. Photo by David Newman.
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Girls varsity basketball clinches a 
critical win heading into post season

The varsity girls basket-
ball team has had a rough go of 
it recently, losing five of their 
last six games, but competing 
in every one of them. They 
currently hold a 4-8 record.

On Wednesday, Jan. 15, they 
fell to Wilbraham and Monson 
Academy with a score of 46-31, 
due to Wilbraham and Monson 
rebounding and transition play.  
Then, on Saturday, Jan. 18, they 
lost to Hamden Hall Country Day 
School by a score of 48-34 due to 
lack of energy and lots of turnovers. 

The following Wednesday, 
the girls lost again to Miss 
Porter’s School by a score of 
65-35 due to Porter’s intense 
pressure throughout the game. 

In the girls’ most recent 
game, Saturday, Jan. 25, they 
lost to Cheshire 38-34, despite 
an increase in energy and 
execution in the second half. 

Against Hotchkiss, the girls 
kept the game close but even-
tually fell short, losing by four 
points. In the girl’s most recent 

game, they demolished Westmin-
ster, winning 66-25 and putting an 
end to their recent losing streak.

Head Coach Quinn O’Brien   
talked about why he thinks the team 
is struggling lately. “From a tech-
nical standpoint, we have not shot 
the ball well so far this season,” 
Coach O’Brien said. “I think a few 
games that we have lost this year, 
we played as aggressively and 

executed on both ends as well as 
needed to.  We just were unable to 
make enough shots to put the game 
away.” Part of the challenge is 
that the KO basketball team faces 
schools that can bring in post-
graduates and teams with housing 
on campus, which allows them to 
recruit from anywhere rather than 
a set area. Against some of these 
teams, it feels almost impossible 

to compete. “I truly believe we 
can win any game we play even 
if the other team has a better 
record or historically has been a 
better team,” Coach O’Brien said. 
“You do not want to defeat your-
self before the game even starts.”

Senior forward Co-captain 
Audrey Decker talked about what 
she feels the team’s strengths 
are. “I think we have great team 

chemistry; whether it’s going 
to UCONN basketball games 
together or just laughing in the 
locker room, we really bond 
well as a group,” Decker said. 

Sophomore forward Linsday 
Bailey also commented on what 
the teams strengths are. “I think 
our team strengths are sharing 
the ball to find the best available 
shot and our team defense when 
we are all paying attention,” 
Bailey said. “I think we played 
the best we have so far this year 
in the second half of the Cheshire 
game, so we will have good 
energy going into our next game.”

There have been many 
standout players this year, 
according to Coach O’Brien. 
“Our senior Co-captains Ange-
lina Masseli, Molly Jones and 
Audrey Decker have been greater 
leaders for us,” said Quinn.  
“Our freshmen Kameryn Perry 
and Jordan DiMauro have been 
great additions this year as well 
as a seventh-grader on our team, 
Emily Knowles, has been a very 
effective addition to our team 
as well,” Coach O”Brien said.

by Hunter Meshanic ’21

Boys hockey skates to 
victory, 4-6-1 record 

The varsity boys hockey 
team has a 4-6-1 record coming out 
of a tough loss against St. Luke’s 
School on Jan. 22 with a final 
score of 5-4. A big moment for the 
team was Hockey Night on Friday, 
Jan. 10, against King School. 

Head Coach John Hissick 
said that the crowd was great 
and supportive on Hockey Night. 
Junior center wing Will Elliot said 
that even though the Wyverns 
scored two goals, the team was 
playing a bit selfishly, making the 
team lose the puck often. Coach 
Hissick said he agrees that the 
team needs to possess the puck 
a bit better, especially along the 
wall and in the corners. “We 

Boys basketball 
plays at Garden

A dream of many young 
basketball players is to play on the 
court of their favorite NBA team, or 
where their idol played. For the KO 
boys basketball team, this dream 
became a reality on Saturday, 
Jan. 25 when they played at TD 
Garden, the home of the Boston 
Celtics. They played Pingree in a 
rivalry game as part of a day-long 
event to raise money for autism 
inclusion in sports. Unfortunately, 
the team lost, 63-47 , but everyone 
enjoyed the whole experience. 

The team rented a coach 
bus for the journey to Boston, 
bonding even more on the bus 
ride down and eating in the 
historic Four’s restaurant across 
the street from the garden.

“It was a great experience 
standing on the same court where 
all of my favorite players have 
played, especially Derrick Rose,” 
junior point guard Ben Merritt said. 
Merritt scored nine points in the 
game, all off of three point shots. 

Freshman Cole Ellis skates hard down the ice. Photo by of  David B. Newman.

by Kush Kataria ’21 by Hunter Meshanic 

Boy varsity basketball poses for a photo before game. Photo by Kris Wolf

Sophomore Lindsay Bailey dribbles the ball down the court against Greens Farms Academy. Photo by David Newman

Senior forward Calvin 
Schumacher also was awestruck 
at what he was experiencing. “It 
was a once in a lifetime experi-
ence,” Schumacher said. “To 
play on an NBA court, especially 
one where 17 championships 
have been won, was incredible.”

Even though the team lost 
the game, everyone still enjoyed 
playing on the court and even sitting 
on the bench. Junior sharpshooting 
12th man Jack Kinney talked about 
his experience on the sidelines. 
“Even sitting on the bench was a 
great experience,” Kinney said. 
“Getting to sit where many of the 
greatest players to ever live had 
sat and played is mind-blowing.”

Unfortunately, the Celtics 
were on a road trip during the game, 
so the KO team wasn’t able to 

meet any of their favorite players. 
All in all, playing at the 

Garden was a great experience 
for everyone involved. Not many 
people can say that they’ve scored 
a bucket on the Garden floor 
where the Boston Celtics play.

are trying to work on posses-
sion more in practice and how to 
create space,” Coach Hissick said. 

The Wyverns followed 
Hockey Night with two consecu-
tive wins against Hamden Hall by 
4-2 and Wooster School by 7-3. 

Senior goalkeeper Captain John 
McLaughlin said that both games 
were fantastic wins. “In both games 
there were no individual superstars 
and everybody contributed and was 
a team effort,” McLaughlin said. 
“Our systems went well and our 
passing was good, allowing us to 
come back and win those games.”

The team then faced 
Rye Country Day School on 
Wednesday, Jan. 15 and despite 
playing their best they couldn’t 
come up with the win with a 
final score of 9-1. But, the team 
came back stronger than ever 
against Wooster School again on 
Monday, Jan. 18, and won 7-3. 

Coach Hissick said that the 
team’s strengths are their back line 
which consists of upperclassmen 

who have four years of experi-
ence. Elliot also mentioned that 
the chemistry between the offense 
and defense in improving. “Our 
systems on offensive and defense 
are starting to work better as the 
season has gone along,” Elliot said. 

McLaughlin said that the 
team’s goals are to improve from 
last year and have another above 
.500 record. Last year was the first 
year in a very long time that the 
team had a winning record, but 
fell just one game short of making 
the playoffs. “We want to make 
the playoffs,” Coach Hissick said. 
“This means that we have to win 
60% of your league games, which 
is difficult but I think we can do it.”

Coach Hissick said that 
offensively the team is young and 
small, but they are hard working. 
This year the team doesn’t have 
their star player, Garth Swanson, as 
he graduated last year, so players 
had to step up leadership wise. 

Coach Hissick said that 
junior Cohl D’Addabbo has been 
outstanding and has a strong 
defensive presence. Elliot also 
agrees that D’Addabbo is a really 
fast skater and can handle the 
puck well. “When he wants to be 
he can be the best player on the 
ice,” Coach Hissick said. “He 
can skate around everybody.”

C o a c h  H i s s i c k  a l s o 
mentioned that McLaughlin 
has been great in net this year 
and has been competing hard. 
“This may be his best season 
yet ,”  Coach Hissick said.

The team faces Wooster 
School again on Friday, Feb. 7 
followed by Hamden Hall on 
Wednesday Feb. 12. “I am really 
enjoying this season,” Coach 
Hissick said. “This is a good 
bunch who work hard and are 
resilient in the face of adversity.” 



22 Thursday
February 6, 2020 Sports Sports Thursday

February 6, 2020 23
Players of 

the Moment
Sophomore Amirta Natarajan plays a hard oppe-
nent at their home courts. Photo by David Newman. 

 Amrita Natarajan

by Jaden Weinstein ’21 and 
Nick Traver ’20

Junior Mike DeMio catches his breathe after 
working hard on the court. Photo by Kris Wolff.

You may have seen her 
hitting perfect rails, or excellent 
drop shots on the squash court; 
the January player of the moment 
for the girls varsity squash team 
is sophomore Amrita Natarajan. 
Natarajan has been playing squash 
for six years, and this year she is 
number six on the team. Natarajan 
has had a number of wins this year 
which has really contributed to 
the success of the squash team.

In her previous year playing 
squash, Natarajan played at the 
number ten spot for KO. Since 
freshman year she often played 
in the off-season and worked 
hard to improve her skills, which 
ultimately lead to her playing at 
the six spot this year. “I feel like 
this year my court movement 
improved which allowed me 
to get to more shots, and also I 
became a lot more focused while 
playing which contributed to my 
success,” Natarajan said. Nata-
rajan has become a major asset to 
the team with her dedication and 
focus during the squash season.

Not only is Natarajan a 

talented squash player, but she 
is also a great source of encour-
agement for the younger players. 
“I always try to be enthusi-
astic on the courts, and I try to 
hype up the younger players on 
the team to help them through 
the season,” Natarajan said. 

Natarajan said her favorite 
moments on the squash team 
revolve around her spending time 
with her teammates. “Our bus rides 
have been so fun, and sometimes 
we will stop at McDonalds on the 
way home from matches which 
is a lot of fun,” Natarajan said.

Head Coach Cameron 
Biondi said that Natarajan is an 
asset to the team and he commends 
her commitment. “Amrita is a 
very positive person in general, 
and although squash has a chal-
lenging practice schedule she 
always manages to make time 
for squash practice, always being 
focused on the court,” he said.

Currently Natarajan is unde-
feated in the regular season, and 
Natarajan claims that her best 
match of the season was against 
Millbrook on Jan. 11. “My match 
against Millbrook was a great 

match because I was down 2-0 
in games, but then I came back 
to win 3-2,” Natarajan said. “The 
match was very intense because 
my opponent was very skilled, 
and I was very proud of myself 
for being focused the whole 
match and not giving up during it.”

Natarajan said she is hoping 
to achieve many goals throughout 
the season, including winning 
New Englands and Nationals. 
“My hope this season is to get 
into the top five,” Natarajan said.

Natarajan is off to a great 
start, winning many matches for 
the team, but also helping boost 
the team’s mentality. She is a vital 
player of the team and is hoping 
for a great rest of the season.

Mike DeMio

DeMio first made the 
varsity basketball team his sopho-
more year, and he quickly identi-
fied his role: to be a spark plug.

 “I need to bring energy to 
every game,” DeMio said. That 
is exactly what he does according 
to Coach Seamen. In particular, 
a few weeks ago, the team was 
down four points against The 
Gunnery School; then DeMio 
went in for only eight minutes. 

When he came out, the 
Wyverns were up 12, and it was 
a completely different game. He 
also sparked a 9-0 run against 
Hotchkiss School to keep King-
swood Oxford in the game.

Seamen said it’s not that 
DeMio is a knock down shooter; 
it’s that he is willing to work 
harder than everyone else on the 
court. “He’s willing to to dive on 
the floor for a loose ball or fight 
for a rebound,” Coach Seamen 
said. His energy is also conta-
gious, as his teammates, and even 
the fans get excited when DeMio-
goes in the game. “You can see 
the passion in his face and the 
love he has for the game,” junior 
super-fan Kyle Frankel said.

Despite DeMio’s averaging 
just a few points a game, with a 
season high of around six points, 
the team stats drastically improve 
when DeMio goes on the court. 

“His stats might seem 
pretty empty,” Coach Seamen 
said,  “but  his  plus-minus 
proves that when he is on the 
court, the team plays better.”

DeMio doesn’t only bring 
the energy on game day; he 
brings it to everything he does. 

Coach Seamen said that 
DeMio pushes everyone in prac-
tice and even brings spirit to the 
basketball team’s group chat.

“He’s kind of annoying,” 
junior Hunter Meshanic said. 
“He’s always in your face and 
never gives you an inch of space.”

This however, is exactly 
what Coach Seamen is looking for.

“ I  want  peop le  who 
a r e  go ing  t o  work  ha rd 
everyday,” Coach Seamen said. 

DeMio said his goal for the 
rest of the season is to do anything 
he can to help the team win games. 
With that in mind, DeMio wants 
to continue to play terrific defense 
and improve his scoring ability.

Junior Mike DeMio is not 
your typical player of the moment. 

He’s not a starter, and even 
Head Coach Brad Seamen said 
he didn’t have the best stats. 

However, Coach Seamen 
chose DeMio because of the 
energy and passion he brings 
to  each and every game.

Wyverns squash competition 
by  Christian Pedro ’22

A s  t h e y  a p p r o a c h 
midseason, the girls varsity 
squash team hopes to extend their 
success after a hot start at 4-1. 

T h e  l a d y  Wy v e r n s 
triumphed over their first four 
opponents of the season by large 
margins beating Ethel Walker 
6-1, Suffield Academy 7-0, Mill-
brook 5-2, and Canterbury 6-1. 

However, following their 
four-game win streak, KO suffered 
tough losses to Westminster 7-0 and 
Choate 7-0 who have always been 
tough opponents in past seasons. 

“Westminster and Choate are 
probably the strongest teams we 
play all season, so we all tried our 
best even though we lost,” junior 
Sloan Duvall said. “However, 
these matches helped us a lot 
when we played Kent. Everyone 
was matched super evenly, so we 
knew it would be a close match.”

Throughout  the  f i r s t 
four matches many of the girls 
earned undefeated records. 

Junior co-captain Izzy 
Berckemeyer, senior Amelia 
Levine, sophomore Amrita 
Natarajan, and Duvall were 
all 4-0 to start the season. 

When asked about what has 
contributed to the team’s success 
so far this winter, Head Coach 
Cameron Biondi emphasized 
their strong middle of the ladder. 
“The middle of our ladder is both 
strong and successful, as well 
as close to each other in level,” 
Coach Biondi said. “Since we are 
able to to win these matches in the 
middle, it becomes more likely 
for us to win the overall match.”

Desp i te  los ing  th ree 
seniors last year, the girls have 
not skipped a beat as each player 
has stepped up in the ladder 
and performed this season. 

Coach Biondi has also 
commended the girls ability 
to communicate and coach 
each other when necessary. 

Berckemeyer has noted some 
additional team strengths as well. 
“We all have good mental tough-
ness,” Berckemeyer said. “That 
is going to ultimately help us win 
a lot of matches going forward.” 

Some challenges the team 
has faced this season include 
playing five out of their eight 
matches so far on the road. 

This causes them to have to 
adjust to other courts quicker, which 
is never easy, but KO has managed 

to do so pretty well thus far. 
Also, almost all of the 

matches they’ve played have 

either been big wins, or big 
losses which Coach Biondi 
indica tes  doesn’t  prepare 

you too well for the playoffs. 
During practice, the team 

focuses on a mix of drills and game-
play with a touch of conditioning. 
“In practice we do about half an 
hour of drills followed by another 
half hour of playing,” junior 
co-captain Sydney Smith said. 
“Sometimes we’ll do conditioning 
at the end of practice as well.”

The girls also promote a 
positive team environment and 
are all really close with each other.

 “As a small team, we are a 
very close-knit group and support 
each other a lot in our matches,” 
Duvall said. “No one ever leaves 
after their match is over. We all 
cheer for each other and offer advice 
and support in between games.”

Since their two losses against 
Westminster and Choate, KO has 
redeemed themselves with two 5-2 
victories against Kent, and Loomis 
who are both tough competitors.

Going forward, the girls 
are away for two matches against 
Suffield and Taft, and then are 
back for a two-game home-stand 
against Hopkins and Pomfret. 

The girls squash team looks 
to finish out the regular season 
strong and continue winning as they 
make their way into the playoffs.  

Junior co-captain Izzy Berckemeyer smashes the ball against a tough oppe-
nent at the Wyverns home courts during a match. Photo by David Newman. 
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KOSD dives into depth of season
The boys and girls swim-

ming and diving teams are 
making big splashes in the pool 
as they approach the middle of 
the season; the boys team is led by 
senior Co-captains Nick Traver 
and Marwynn Somridhivej and 
junior Walter Kraus while the girls 
team is lead by senior Co-captains 
Esha Shrivastav and Cai Kuivila 
and junior  Risha Ranjan. 

The boys currently have 
a 3-2 record, improving with 
each meet as they go along in 
their long season. The girls have 
a record of 2-4 showing their 
improvement from last year. 
Both teams are looking ahead 
to taking on New Englands.

The Wyverns have many 
important meets this year, but 
the KO invitational on Dec. 14 
challenged the boys team for 
the first time. They took home 
third place working hard all 
the way through the last swim. 

 The boys team then headed 
to Florida for a winter holiday 
training period. “The team worked 
hard and everyone that went 
benefitted,” Head Coach Alex 
Kraus said. The team enjoyed 
the warm weather, and fun team 
activities including Seaworld. 
“The Florida trip has been, is, 
and always will be extremely 
mentally and physically chal-
lenging,” W.Kraus said.  The team 
practiced two hours in the morning 
and afternoon every day, leaving 
the evening for team building. 

The trip creates great bonds 
within the small squad that help 
them push through the grueling 
conditioning. “The Florida trip 
is usually my favorite week of 
the year, as I get to bond and 
interact with the team on new 
levels, spending the entire day and 

night with them,” W.Kraus said.
 The Wyverns’ most recent 

meet was against the Avon Old 
Farms Winged Beavers. Although 
a home meet, it was unusual to 
have an only male meet with no 
girl swimmer attendees. The girls 
helped prolong the meet and rest 
in between events. The girls also 
cheered the boys on and helped 
them push through events.  Traver 
was a standout swimmer, swim-
ming in the 100 and 200 freestyle.  

Another standout swimmers 
thus far into the season is senior 
Jamie Amell in the breaststroke. 
Senior Will Layden and Kraus 
have been swimming in all their 
events very consistently. Freshman 
Eli Brandt has been diving well and 
helping the Wyverns to more wins. 

The team is looking forward 
to a big workout next Wednesday. 

The team will swim for three 
hours and this is not an easy task. 
“It is a nice accomplishment once 
you finish,” Coach Kraus said. 
The boys team works very well 
together as many swimmers are 
returners. “The team chemistry 
is unlike any I have ever seen,’’  
W. Kraus said. “It is a very stable 
group of swimmers and who 
each offset each other personality 
causing the team to get along very 
well. Personally, it is one of the 
places where I feel most comfort-
able in my own body, as well as 
where I feel most accepted.”

The girls team is bigger in 
numbers this year having a twelve 
girl squad. They have a great 
spirit, always seen cheering each 
other on. The girl’s record does not 
reflect the amount of hard work 
they put in each day at practice.  

The girls were excited 
about winning the meet against 
Wilbraham and Monson on Dec. 
7 since it shows the kind of poten-
tial the team has. The team is also 
very excited for Founders and New 
England’s at the end of the season. 
The girls team has also been 
adjusting to welcoming many new 
girls to team, and those girls are still 
finding their place among the team. 

The individual meets are an 
accumulation of small victories 
focused on gradual improvement 
with the end goal being to put all 
their training towards a good show 
in Founders and New Englands.  

The team’s most recent 
meet was on Saturday, Jan. 25th 
against Canterbury. The girls 
swam to victory even though 
they were missing some swim-
mers. “People swam new events 

and we ended up finishing top 
three in most of the events 
within the meet,” Kuivila said. 

Some standout swimmers 
this year are Kuivila who has 
shown up ready for each meet, as 
well as sophomores Allie Wildstein 
and Stella Risinger who have been 
swimming very well. Freshman 
Charlotte Eberle and sophomore 
Ashleigh Stepnowski are learning 
to dive and have been doing a 
great job at trying their best each 
day. “The girls want to become 
stronger, get to know each other a 
little bit more,” Coach Kraus said.  

The team goals are to have 
fun but to also keep working 
to get in shape and to keep 
improving every day. “We are 
looking forward to a championship 
season as a whole,” Kuivila said. 

To accomplish the girls 
‘goals, the team has to work hard in 
every practice and push themselves 
to become better.  The team needs 
to push through the middle of the 
year and tougher harder days. The 
team does a lot of drill work but 
this is also the fun part of the year 
because they usually have a meet 
every Wednesday and Saturday. 

“The team chemistry is very 
mixed this year since it is a diverse 
group of girls.  Age-wise, form-
wise, there are big differences,” 
Coach Kraus said. This has not 
hurt the girls as they have over-
come and adapted to many chal-
lenges. The girls team is still trying 
their best and get along pretty well. 

The team’s strengths lie in 
their ability to overcome chal-
lenges and to always communicate 
with each other. All swimmers on 
the team are very versatile and 
many can swim freestyle, but 
also have the ability to compete 
in a relay or long-distance race.  

 The teams have their next 
away meet at Westminster on Feb. 12.

by Keegan McMahon ’21

Not only does this versatile 
man coach hockey, but he also 
coaches JV boys soccer in the fall 
and girls lacrosse in the spring. 

He has been coaching 
hockey for 20 years, and this 
is his seventh year at KO. 

He started his KO journey 
in the 2012-13 season as the 
girls hockey coach. If you 
haven’t guessed yet, the January 
Coach of the Month is hockey 
Head Coach John Hissick. 

When asked his coaching 
philosophy, he responded that he 
wants his players to remember 
the good times and practices. 

“I want our players and team 
to be the best they can possibly 
can and develop to become 
better and better,” Coach Hissick 
said. “But, most importantly I 
want the experience to be fun.”

Junior center wing Will 
Elliot said that Coach Hissick 
is very understanding and one 
of the best coaches he has ever 
had. “He is very understanding 

about academic life and even 
though he is strict he understands 
high schoolers,” Elliot said.

When asked what his 
favorite coaching memory was 
he responded that he had many 
top ones including his very 
first win as the girls hockey 
coach in his second year when 
the team played up in Boston. 

There is also Hockey Night 
in the old rink and winning those 
games with a fantastic crowd. 

“ D e f e a t i n g  L o o m i s 
Chaffee after a very long time 
during this year’s JV soccer 
season and having 21 game 
win streak with girls lacrosse 
were among my top coaching 
memories,” Coach Hissick said. 

Coach Hissick has been 
playing hockey and lacrosse 
ever since he can remember. 
He played college hockey 
and lacrosse  a t  Southern 
New Hampshire University. 

When asked what his 
favorite playing memory is, 
he responded playing youth 
hockey with Ryan Leetch. 

With years of experience 
under his belt, Coach Hissick 
is a great fit for the KO hockey 
program. Elliot said that Coach 
Hissick has a variety of drills 

and practice plans to help the 
team out. He also pointed out 
that he is a great motivator, and 
his halftime speeches rile up the 
team. “Coach has given me some 

specific small pointers which help 
me improve my game,” Elliot said. 

Coach Hissick brings a fierce 
and competitive energy to every 
practice and game, motivating 
the players and lifting spirits. 

H e  c a r e s  a b o u t  a l l 
his players and is  always 
focused on the end goal . 

As a former soccer player for 
Coach Hissick, I vividly remember 
his iconic halftime speeches, 
riling the team up when we were 
down and motivating us to win. 

This year he helped the 
junior varsity soccer team win 
every game but one, beating 
tough opponents like Loomis for 
the first time in a very long time. 

After the Loomis win, 
I remember him jumping up 
and down with excitement 
which s imply shows how 
invested he is in the team and 
how much he cares about it. 

Coach Hissick’s char-
acter and experience make him 
such a great coach and more 
than worthy for the January 
Coach of the Month ti t le.

by Kush Kataria ’20

Coach of the moment: John Hissick
Junior Co-captain Walter Kraus swims to the finish. Photo by David Newman. 

Coach Hissick carefully observes a hockey game. Photo by David Newman.


