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School opens leadership center
by Benjamin Small ’19

Michael Roberts ’59 has 
donated over $500,000 to estab-
lish a leadership center at KO, 
called the Margaret E. and Henry 
R. Roberts Leadership Center. 

The center will not only 
encompass and expand on 
existing programs, such as VQV, 
career workshops, and internal 
and external internships, but it 
will also provide the basis for a 
host of completely new programs, 
including summer fellowships, 
and programs called Lunch and 
Lead and Class Connections.

“[Mr. Roberts] has been 
successful through his career and 
wanted to share that with his alma 
mater,” said Associate Head of 
School Natalie Demers. “What 
was important to us was not to 
create something completely 
new and just wedge it into KO. 
There are so many programs of 
excellence at KO already that we 
wanted to pull them together under 

one umbrella as well as add some 
new programs that will benefit the 
students and really create a seven-
year program so that students 

graduate knowing themselves 
and also who they are as leaders.”

Ms. Demers said she firmly 
believes that leadership is not just 

acquiring a title and that everyone 
is capable of being a leader.

“I think the idea of a lead-
ership center is actually monu-
mental,” said Dean of Students 
William Gilyard. “Examining 
the multiple styles of effective 
leadership is something that 
we want all of our students to 
go through. And having intern-
ships, both internal and external, 
gives students the opportu-
nity to diversify their skills.”

The programs that will fall 
under the leadership program’s 
umbrella will be funded by Mr. 
Roberts’ donation and will be 
based in the leadership center in 
Seaverns, under Alumni Hall.

“My hope is that underlying 
the different programs, there is 
a common theme throughout 
as to why you do community 
service, why you explore other 
countries, why you expose your-
self to opportunities,” said Mr. 
Roberts. “My hope is that from 
the principles of leadership, 

you’ll gain self-confidence and 
the confidence to be yourself and 
to live by your own principles.”

A completely new part of 
the program is summer fellow-
ships. “We know for many students 
getting a job over the summer is 
really important,” said Ms. Demers. 
“We also know that students may 
be interested in areas where there 
are unpaid internships, and we 
wanted to encourage students to 
pursue their own interests without 
being limited because they don’t 
have the funds. There will be an 
application process and the school 
will give [two] students a stipend.”

The existing internal and 
external internship programs are 
going to fall under the leadership 
center. “The external internship 
program has been kind of a rogue 
operation,” said Math Depart-
ment Chair and Internship Coor-
dinator Sandra Goss. “Now, we’re 
going to be proactive in finding 

 Continued on page 16.

Students utilize new field house 
by Esha Kataria ’20

On Monday, March 27, the 
Hoffman Field House opened to 
allow KO athletes to practice and 
make use of the state-of-the-art 
facilities. As of now, the track, 
tennis courts, hospitality room, 
and team rooms are available. 

The weight and aerobics 
rooms are yet to be opened. 
Additionally, there are three 
basketball courts, four volleyball 
courts, and a batting cage that will 
serve a variety of athletic needs.

Currently, the four Upper and 
Middle School tennis teams use the 
field house for daily practice. On 
days with inclement weather, the 
lacrosse, softball, baseball, and 
track teams also use the facility.

Freshman Alyssa Pilecki 
said she is thrilled about the new 
field house. “I think that the field 
house is great and adds to KO 

athletics in a major way,” she said. 
Athletic Director Debra 

Fiske said that she agrees that the 
field house is a useful space and 
can fulfill multiple purposes. “In 
general, it’s a great space that 
can be used for athletics, health 
and wellness, and team gath-
ering,” she said. “We don’t quite 
know the full magnitude yet, 
but the vision we have is great.”

Athletes said that the field 
house alleviates concerns about 
the weather. “I think that the 
field house is a great place for 
sports, especially tennis, and I 
don’t have to worry about the 
weather outside either,” freshman 
Jenna Blocher pointed out. 

Sophomore Erin Bowen said 
that she thinks the field house is a 
great addition to KO. “I’m really 
excited to use the indoor track 
and other facilities,” she said.

Alyssa said she really loves 

the elaborate sound system. “I 
like how you can play music 
during practice,” she said. 

Director of Facilities Larry 
Marciano said that the thought 
process of constructing the 
facility took about two years. 

The physical  process 
of actually converting the 
hockey  r ink  to  the  f ie ld 
house began in May of 2016. 

Ms. Fiske said the focus 
was on better utilizing the space 
and repurposing the area, since 
the hockey program simply 
did not include enough people. 

Junior Gabrielle Ruban said 
that she believes more students 
are now going to be able to benefit 
from the space. “The field house 
is really up-to-date and useful on 
various athletic fronts,” she said. 

Mr. Marciano also said that 
the field house is a big advance-
ment to KO athletics since it gives 

teams more area to practice in. 
Alyssa said she agreed.  

“Now we have seven tennis courts, 
instead of just three,” she said. 

Jenna said that she thinks 
it makes KO look more classy. 
“As a team, the field house gives 
us more confidence,” she said. 

Mr. Marciano said that the 
field house might also be used 
for special events, such as the 
prize assembly, and also acts as 
a backup location for graduation. 

Ms. Fiske said that she 
plans to call in an instructor to 
lead aerobics classes, introduce 
options for next year, and kick-
start the aerobics program at KO. 

Ms. Fiske also said that 
she predicts the weight room 
will be ready for use sometime 
after Easter, as the machines 
still need to be calibrated.  

F r e s h m a n  M a t t h e w 
Marottolo said he is impressed 

by the facility’s well-main-
tained appearance. “It looks 
really really clean,” he said.

Mr. Marciano said he wants 
to make sure that everyone is aware 
that there are no drinks, food, cleats, 
or gum allowed in the facility 
because they will ruin the floor. 

Jenna said that the field house 
is on a different level compared 
to other schools. “It’s so high 
quality, open, and welcoming,” 
she said. “And the best part is 
that it is connected to the locker 
rooms so it’s easily accessible.”

Mr. Marciano said that the 
field house had a $6 million budget. 

Freshman Harim Hahn said 
she thinks the facility is worth it and 
really shows KO in a new light. “I 
love that we invested in it,” she said. 

Ms. Fiske said that KO 
plans to have a grand opening 
for the Hoffman Field House 
sometime during Spring Sports 

Michael Roberts ’59 addresses the student body last Tuesday to share his 
ideas on what it means to be an effective leader.  Photo by Angie DeLucia’18.
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Todo es posible in Tobatí

The 19th annual KO trip 
to Tobati, Paraguay took place 
from March 12 to March 22. 

The mission of Team Tobati 
is to increase the opportunities 
available to the poor youth of 
Tobati, Paraguay and to offer 
KO students the fantastic expe-
rience of working for a greater 
cause in the developing world.

 “I loved getting to know 
the community better, helping 
the people and seeing the faces 
of the kids just having fun,” 
senior Tim Bucknam said. 

Nights in Tobati were 
filled with trips to the sports 
complex and Macchi School.

“My favorite game at the 
festival night was the slip and slide 
because it was so fun,” junior Colin 
Regan said. “It challenged our 
group a ton, but we worked together 
and ended up enjoying ourselves.”

Others agreed. “I enjoyed 
the dance competition because 
leading up to it, everyone didn’t 

really know how to dance, so 
it was entertaining trying to 
watch the dance teacher teach 
us,” junior Chris Healis said.

Team bonding was another 
huge part of the trip. “I loved team 
Energia,” junior Christina Daniels 
said. “Our group got along so 

by Haley Gervino ’18 well, and we got closer by the end 
of the trip. The dance competi-
tion was exciting for our group 
because we made it to the finals.”

Judging the competition was 
not easy, but Mr. Garcia knew how 
to handle it. “I was looking for a 
well organized, choreographed 

and joyful dance,” he said. “I 
wanted a dance that makes me 
feel happy and energized. I love 
fireworks, so the teams who 
used them didn’t get penalized.” 

Dancing wasn’t all KO 
students did in Paraguay. “I really 
enjoyed working in the garden and 

the puppies that were there were 
really cute and fun to play with,” 
sophomore Jane Dunbar said.

The temporary U.S. Ambas-
sador to Paraguay spoke to 
everyone who was involved with 
the trip. “I really enjoyed Hugo 
Rodriguez. He was only supposed 
to visit for 45 minutes, but he stayed 
for three hours,” Mr. Garcia said. 
“He was nice and funny; overall, 
I was really impressed with him.”

KO and Macchi students 
went on two hikes.“I really 
enjoyed both hikes, especially 
crawling through the cave and 
bonding with my Paraguayan 
friends,” junior Rob Downes said.

Next year will be the 20th 
annual trip to Tobati, so Mr. Garcia 
said he hopes many students go.

Mr. Garcia is already 
promoting next year’s trip. “March 
2018 will have to be bigger and 
better than anything we’ve done 
before,” Mr. Garcia said. “Proj-
ects will be bigger and better, 
everything will be worthy of the 
anniversary. Todo Es Posible.”Members of Team Tobati gather with local Paraguayans. Photo by  Ali Meizels ’19.

Model U.N. makes 
mark in Moscow

On March 22, 14 KO 
students along with two 2016 
graduates embarked on an eight-
day trip to Moscow and St. 
Petersburg to immerse them-
selves in Russian culture and 
participate in the St. Petersburg 
Model U.N. (MUN) conference.

The students were chaper-
oned by MUN Advisor Stacy Savin 
and Upper School Administrative 
Coordinator Donna Dudzik; they 
were accompanied by students from 
three other U.S. schools. Students 
from 14 other countries partici-
pated in the MUN conference. 

D u r i n g  t h e  c o n f e r -
ence, students discussed issues 
including human rights, terrorism, 
nuclear weapons, and environ-
mental regulations. Two KO 
students, junior Humza Rashid 
and freshman Esha Shrivastav, 
won awards in their committees 
in a group of over 700 students.

“I think that we were all 
blown away,” Ms. Savin said.  
“It was more than we ever ever 
expected. I had been [to Russia] 30 
years ago and it was straight out of 
the movies, but today is beautiful.”

by Karlton Gaskin ’19 The students stayed at the 
Hotel National Moscow for three 
days. Since the hotel is located 
within the Red Square, it overlooks 
the brightly colored St. Basil’s 
Cathedral. While in Russia, the 
students visited St. Basil’s Cathe-
dral Museum, Lenin’s tomb, the 
Bolshoi Theater, and the Kremlin.

“I thought it was really 
awesome because it is a really 
unique place,” sophomore 
Harris Jacobson said. “It has a 
very different historical past.”

Mrs. Dudzik said she thinks 
the trip was very successful 
overall. “We got to learn a lot about 
Russian history and culture that 
most of us never knew before,” she 
said. “When I was growing up we 
were taught that Russia was not a 
nice place, so for me it was great to 
see that there was so much beauty.” 

Humza said he also really 
enjoyed the trip. “The conference 
was so much fun, as I made a ton 
of friends and created resolutions 

Juniors spring into 
the college process

 On Tuesday, April 18, 
juniors students traveled to 
Watkinson School for the annual 
HAISSCCA College Fair. More 
than 100 different colleges and 
universities from around the North-
east came to talk to various students 
from private schools including 
KO, Avon Old Farms, Watkinson, 
Miss Porter’s and Westminster.

“The fair was very enjoy-
able, but I think it should have 
just been individual schools 
going at certain times because 
the lines were too long to 
talk to the [representatives],” 
junior Nicholas Casiano said.

S tuden t s  t r ave led  to 
Watkinson in shifts of two to three 
schools. KO went from 6:30 p.m. 
to 7:45 p.m. with Avon Old Farms.

“I thought it was very 
useful,” junior Emma Smith 
said. “It was nice to talk about 
colleges and what’s appealing 
about them with your classmates 
and sort of get excited about going 
through the process together.” 

Junior Jacob Rowland 
agreed with Emma. “I got a lot out 
of it and was able to learn about 
schools more in depth,” he said. 

But other juniors disagreed. 
“I didn’t really find it useful because 
I only talked to three colleges,” 
said junior Elijah Koduah.

Time management was 
necessary in order to visit all the 
colleges on students’ radar. “I didn’t 
talk to any colleges that weren’t on 
my list. I didn’t have much extra 
time to talk to more than the nine 
colleges that I wanted to speak 
to,” junior Noah Gibson said.

Emma took a different 
approach. “There were a couple 

by Haley Gervino ’18

that I talked to because the reps 
were engaging and interesting. 
I don’t know if it changed my 
image of the school but it was 
cool to talk to them,” she said.

Junior Gabrielle Ruban 
also said that the fair helped 
h e r  m e e t  n e w  c o l l e g e s .

“Like every other aspect of 
the college process, this college 
fair felt slightly overwhelming,” 
Gabrielle said. “However, it 
was a great opportunity to talk 
directly to representatives from 
colleges you’re interested in, as 
well as to discover new possibi-
ties. There were a few colleges 
that I had not really been inter-
ested in, but after talking to the 
reps, I’m starting to become 
more open-minded about them. ”

Overall, students said they 
enjoyed their time at the fair and 
found it very useful. College 
Advising made it possible to make 
the college process go smoothly. 

Members of KO’s Upper School Model UN team gather with chaperones in 
Russia, participating in a MUN conference. Photo courtesy of  Nat Bates ’18. 

“It was nice 
to talk about 
colleges and 
what’s appealing 
about them with 
your classmates 
and sort of get 
excited about 
going through the 
process together.”

– Emma Smith
“I think that we 
were all blown 
away... It was 
more than we ever 
ever expected”

– Ms. Savin

for the problems we were solving,” 
he said. “It was wonderful that I 
was able to win in Saint Peters-
burg’s Model UN. Just to go to a 
different country, and be able to 
express your ideas is a hard thing.” 

K O  s t u d e n t s  i n t e r -
acted with other  s tudents 
f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d . 

“I had lunch with people 
from Russia, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, 
China, Germany, Pakistan, and 
Morocco,” sophomore Jason 
Meizels said. “I got to discuss 
economic theory and censor-
ship and global politics with all 
these people. Symbolically, it 
was really significant, at least to 
me, to see all these people from 
across the world working together 
to solve international crises, even 
if only in the context of MUN.”

Ms. Savin is currently 
deciding on where the Model 
UN students will be traveling to 
next year. “We are looking at a 
few things. Stay tuned!” she said.
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by Hannah Bash ’18

Keep the spirit 
for JV sports

As you all know, KO requires that we 
play a sport every season, or participate in 
robotics or theater. For those of us who enjoy 
playing sports but are unfortunately not 
gifted athletes, JV teams are the perfect place.

However, around campus most 
JV sports are seen by our peers as a 
joke. Although JV sports aren’t at the 
level of varsity sports, they are just as 
competitive and contain the positive 
atmosphere many students search for. 

Playing two JV sports myself, soccer 
and lacrosse, I have seen the teams change 
over the past three years. JV soccer has 
always been extremely competitive for the 
years I’ve played on it, and we show just 
as much dedication as the varsity team. 

Our opponents in the league we play 
in always put up a good fight for us in each 
game, especially against schools like Loomis 
and Choate. Each year we manage to go up 
against these teams with intensity and skill. 

On the other hand, JV lacrosse has 
slowly diminished over the years. When I 
was a freshman, our team was booming with 
around 20 girls, and we matched our tough 
competitors with strength and endurance. 
However, this year we only have nine girls. 

The best part about JV sports is that 
they truly provide the team atmosphere 
that people want. I can’t say that I have 
ever walked away from a season without 
starting a new friendship with someone. 
The team brings kids together from all four 
years of high school, which I always find 
the most amazing part. Although every 
sport allows people to make new friends 
with the younger players, I strongly believe 
that JV sports are the most close-knit teams. 

This past year, after our soccer season 
ended, I heard two freshman girls talking 
to each other and what they said made 

my day. As I passed them in the hallway 
they said to each other, “I miss JV socc. 
I was so happy during soccer season.” 

Hearing this truly affirmed my 
belief that JV sports provide the perfect 
balance of competition and the healthy, 
positive team environment. On JV soccer 
we actually have valuable practices, but 
always fit in fun time to play games such 
as blob tag, handball, or what I like to call 
“dangerous” duck duck goose in the rain.

The one thing that is extremely 
important about JV sports is the atti-
tude each player has. No one should ever 
feel ashamed or embarrassed to be on a 
JV team. Although we are not varsity, 
JV teams play just as competitive teams 
and deserve the same amount of respect. 

When some people on the team are 
angry because they are on JV, it brings 
down the morale and makes other people 
feel bad. The whole point of JV teams is 
to maintain a positive atmosphere in which 
kids can have fun and develop their skills. 

Most important, please don’t quit if 
you don’t make varsity. Making varsity is 
not the be-all end-all, and it ends up hurting 
the JV team. When people decide to quit, 
it lowers the numbers on JV, possibly 
causing the JV team to no longer exist. 
JV provides the perfect place for kids 
to improve on their skills in a friendly 
environment and then hopefully move 
on to varsity the next year if they wish. 

I encourage anyone who wants to play 
a sport, but is worried about their skill level, 
to join a JV team because I guarantee you 
will have the best season ever. On JV you 
will make friends who will last throughout 
all of high school, enjoy competitive 
games, and still manage to have a fun time 
at practices! I couldn’t imagine not being 
on JV soccer or lacrosse, and I couldn’t 
be prouder to be a part of these teams.

Must finals be tests?
As the end of the year approaches, so 

do finals. As stressful as they may be, finals 
are generally good preparation for college 
(when such a test or project may effec-
tively determine your grade in the class). 
As per KO policy, each core class has a 
block of 90 minutes (two hours for English) 
during which the students take the test. 

We at the KO News agree that most of 
these tests are an important way for teachers 
to assess what students have learned over 
the course of the semester or the year (as 
well as being good preparation for college); 
however, we feel that testing students in this 
way does not accurately assess the skills 
students learn over the course of the year in 
their English classes. In other subjects (math, 
history, language, and science), chapter or 
unit tests are relatively common, so having 
a final test (that is usually an extension of the 
assessments that they have taken over the 
year); however, “tests” in English are much 
more uncommon: rather than tests, teachers 

often assign papers or other projects. While 
in-class essays and vocabulary quizzes 
may be a part of the class, these are not 
usually the focus of English classes at KO. 

Rather than assigning a test (which 
is usually one of the biggest grades of the 
semester), we propose that the English 
department moves toward project-based 
finals, such as a major paper or a different 
project that reflects the work students have 
done in the class. This would be a valu-
able opportunity for students to explore 
the writing process in more depth and 
explore connections between the texts 
they have covered over the semester. 

In addition to preparing students for 
their Senior Thesis, this type of final would 
prepare students for college classes that 
choose to assess students with a final paper 
or project (rather than a test). For these 
reasons, we believe that it makes sense for 
the English Department to assign a final 
paper or project, rather than a final test.

How to improve VQV
As many of you may know, King-

swood Oxford’s motto is “Vincit qui se 
vincit,” or “One conquers by conquering 
oneself.” As an institution, KO aims at 
ensuring that students not only grow along 
such a motto, but also that they develop the 
qualities demonstrated in our core values, 
such as such as integrity, respect, passionate 
learning, and caring beyond oneself.

Here at KO, these qualities are taught 
daily throughout each grade level; however, 
in their first semester, freshmen take part in 
a weekly seminar, named after our motto, in 
which the core curriculum seeks to develop 
such qualities. VQV incorporates topics 
such as friendships, relationships, self-care, 
social media etiquette, and sex education.

We at the KO News agree that VQV 
has greatly evolved over the years, even 
during the last two years alone. Origi-
nally, various faculty members at KO 
taught VQV workshops; now, however, 
School Counselor Chastity Rodri-
guez is the sole teacher. This allows the 
workshops to be more interconnected.

Keeping that in mind, everything can 
be improved and we have some sugges-
tions for possible modifications for our 
VQV seminar program. While there have 
been rumors about extending VQV into a 

seven-year program, we agree that, rather 
than repeating entire workshops, it would 
be better to refresh concepts and lessons 
throughout the Upper School years. 

This extension of the program 
would be a good improvement to KO’s 
curriculum, because certain subjects 
may be more relevant in later times than 
during freshman year, and it wouldn’t be 
surprising to see that much of the knowl-
edge gained during the traditional freshman 
year VQV (or not at all, if you came in as 
a sophomore or later) would be lost by the 
time one would actually want to use it.

In addition to lengthening the VQV 
program beyond first semester of freshman 
year, we also believe that KO should 
further expand the range of topics covered 
in VQV by adding more “adulting” skills, 
such as how to write a check, how to cook 
meals, how to pay taxes, how to sew, or 
even how to schedule an appointment.

As menial as some of these skills 
may seem, they are vital to adulthood. Even 
though KO is a college preparatory school, 
students should leave KO being able to take 
care of themselves on all terms, because, no 
matter what direction students take post-
graduation, they are placed on the path 
towards self-sufficiency and independence. Cartoon by Thomas Betts ’19.
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“Climate change is one 
of the great dangers we face, 
and it’s one we can prevent.” 
These are the words of one of 
history’s greatest minds, Stephen 
Hawking. But what does he mean? 

To answer this, we must 
look at the facts (no “alternative” 
ones, I promise,) and the effect that 
climate change, or global warming 
has on the planet we all call home. 

According to NASA, the 
average temperature of the Earth 
has risen by 1.7 degrees Fahrenheit 
over the past 100 years. This figure 
is staggering considering that, all 
it took was a two-degree drop to 
pluge the planet into an ice age. 
This increase is approximately 20 
times faster than a normal rate of 
temperature increase on a planet. 

It is no mere coincidence that 
this monumental surge in global 
temperatures began right after the 
Industrial Revolution. The world 
transitioned from manual labor 

and small farms to large factories 
powered by fossil fuels. When 
these fossil fuels are burned in 
large quantities they release exces-
sive amounts of greenhouse gases 
into the atmosphere, trapping heat.

These statistics may seem 
to make up irrefutable evidence 
supporting the existence of 
climate change. However, there 
are still many prominent people 
who have chosen to ignore the 
evidence presented to them and 
deny the existence of human-
perpetrated climate change. 

In fact, in regards to climate 
change President Donald Trump 
said on Twitter: “Ice storm rolls 
from Texas to Tennessee – I’m 
in Los Angeles and it’s freezing. 
Global warming is a total, and 
very expensive, hoax!,” “This very 
expensive GLOBAL WARMING 
bulls**t has got to stop. Our planet 
is freezing, record low temps, 
and our GW scientists are stuck 
in ice,” “The concept of global 
warming was created by and for 

the Chinese in order to make U.S. 
manufacturing non-competitive.” 

These tweets are not only 
shocking in their ignorance and 
absurdity, but are also, in fact 
dangerous. If our own presi-
dent is so uneducated about the 
effect humankind is having on 
the environment and is unwilling 
to regulate the amount of green-
house gases being emitted into 
our atmosphere by manufacturing 
facilities, we are moving closer to a 
polluted planet that is unfit for life. 

Even at KO, there are people 
who deny the existence of climate 
change. One anonymous response 
stated that, “Global warming is a 
myth for people to begin recycling, 
which does nothing for the planet.” 

On the contrary, recycling 
paper actually lowers the amount 
of paper sent to landfills, which 
in turn reduces the emmisions of 
methane, a greenhouse gas which 
contributes to glabal warming. 
Recycling also reduces the number 
of trees cut down, leaving more 

trees standing to absorb carbon 
dioxide, another greenhouse gas 
contributing to global warming.      

In light of Earth Day this 
past Saturday, April 22, we 
should be creating solutions 

to our global warming issues 
and helping to preserve this 
beautiful planet we call home. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y,  s o m e 
still deny the cold hard facts, 
which just creates a larger issue.

 

A warning about global warming
by Jaden DiMauro ’20

A Planet-Friendly Word Search

CLEAN
CLIMATECHANGE
CONSERVATION
EARTHDAY
ENERGY
ENVIRONMENT
EXTINCTION
FOREST
FRESH

GLOBAL
GLOBALWARMING
GREENHOUSEGASES
HOME
LAND
MOON
NATURE
OCEANS
OZONE

by Eliza Charette ’18

PLANTS
RECYCLE
REDUCE
RESOURCES
REUSE
SPACE
SUN
WATER
WILDLIFE

Happy Earth Day! 
#savetheplanet

• “Without addressing climate change we 
set the stage for something that we cannot 
stop in the future.”

• “I think if it is real it is pretty bad, but I 
don’t know a lot about the subject.”

• “It’s a myth made up by people that are 
bored. I call it THE SEASONS!! The earth 
gets warmer or cooler depending on the 
season.”

• “There is evidence through the climate 
change on earth, the rising temperature of 
the oceans, and the accelerated melting of 
ice in the arctic.”

• “It’s not real. We shouldn’t need to have 
everything change because the tempera-
ture on one day went up one degree from 
the temperature it was five years ago.” 

• “Three years in a row it was the hot-
test year on record. The only time most 
people even give half a thought to it is on 
Earth Day, which is once a year. People 
are naive and uneducated on the subject 
at hand and how dire it is.” 

• “It’s natural. If humanity is doing any-
thing at all, we might be speeding it up; 
but it is a natural occurrence.”

What KO  thinks:

We can all save the Earth. Here are the best ways:
• Anything plastic, glass, or paper – recycle!!
• Turn off the lights when you exit a room.
• Watch your waste. Reuse anything you can; it really helps. (Plus it 
saves money.)
• Carpool! Some of the best memories are from car rides with 
friends, plus it helps to save emissions and money.

This graph shows the 
results of a poll of KO 
students taken on Sunday, 
April 23.
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For most kids, a normal 
day would look like waking 
up, saying goodbye to their 
parents, going to school, then 
coming home to their parents. 

This  is  not  the  case 
for people like me, aka a 
faculty kid, aka a “fac brat.” 

As  you may a l ready 
know, my dad, Scott McDonald 
is one of the Upper School art 
teachers. I have mixed feel-
ings about being a faculty kid; 
right now I’m going to focus on 
what annoys me most about it. 

I know there are plenty 
of other students at KO who 
have parents who work here. 

However, I am the only 
faculty kid who is actually in 
my parent’s class. Don’t get 
me wrong; I enjoy taking art 
with my dad, but there are 
definitely some downsides.  

I can’t count how many times 
I’ve had people complain to me 
that my dad gave them a sub-par 
grade in art as if they expect me to 
be able to do something about it. 

This  may come as  a 
surprise, but I don’t waste my 
time at home trying to finesse 
my dad into giving you a better 
grade. That’s not even allowed. 

The worst is when someone 
asks me what my grade is in art, 
and. if I happen to have an A, I 

get a look. A look that screams: 
“Well of course you have an A. 
The teacher is your dad.” Most 
people don’t actually say that, 
but I know it’s what they are 
thinking when I get that look. 

by Maeve McDonald ’19

I encountered an even 
worse situation a few months 
back when I got the news that 
my dad would be chaperoning 
the dance. I was disgusted. 

That may seem a little 
dramatic, but can you imagine if 
one of your parents decided to tag 
along at a social event to make 
sure that you and your friends 

The perils and pitfalls 
of being a faculty kid

Jason Meizels demonstrates how to draw an eye step by step. Drawing by 
Jason Meizels ’19.

Step-by-step Art
Want to become an artist? 

Look no further. In the first insall-
ment in this opinions page feature, 
sophomore Jason Meizels demon-
states how to draw  an incredibly 
realistic eye. First, he sketches the 

general outline of the eye, then 
a more detailed version adding 
the pupil. Next, he adds color to 
the iris and then the eye lashes. 
Follow these steps, and you too 
will be able to draw a perfect eye.  Netflix recently aired its new 

single-season show “13 Reasons 
Why,”  based on the best-selling 
book. The series contains 13 
episodes: each one is dedicated to 
a certain person who contributed 
to our main character, Hannah 
Baker, committing suicide. 

I n  o u r  s o c i e t y,  t h e 
percentage of teens who have 
attempted suicide at least once 
has risen since 2005. According 
to childtrends.org, “...in 2015, 18 
percent of teenagers had attempted 
suicide.” That is the highest 
percentage since 1990, when the 
rate was at a high of 20 percent.

Mental health is not a joke; 
from watching this show I was 
reminded in every episode that 
what we may see as an innocent, 
teasing joke could be something 
that is really affecting someone’s 
self esteem. Sometimes bullies 
don’t even know they are bullying 
until after the damage is done. It is 
so important that we, as students, 
friends and allies, step up when we 
think that someone is saying some-
thing that may hurt others feelings.

Hannah Baker, to express the 
reasons for killing herself, decided 
to create 13 tapes, each dedicated 
to a portion of her life that became 
messed up, leading her to kill 

herself. Through all of the episodes 
she is constantly bullied in school 
and on social media. Pictures are 
leaked, rumors are spread, people 
start to hate her, and she is even 
raped. These subjects can be diffi-
cult for a TV show to really depict. 
These are events and feelings 
that must be executed carefully; 
if not done correctly this show 
could be very offensive or false. 

Netflix must have realized 
this because they actually hired 
eight executive producers who all 
put so much thought into every 
scene and how it should be shot. 

In the follow up 30-minute 
show “13 Reasons Why: Behind 
the Tapes,” the actors and producers 
talk about the process of creating 
this show and how they feel 
about it. It was really interesting 
to hear the opinions of the actors 
who had to do these awful things 
to Hannah. They even talk about 
how, before episodes that were 
particularly disturbing or strong, 
the actors met with counselors and 
psychiatric doctors to learn what 
it was like to feel those emotions.

I know that some of the 
topics in the show may seem 
over the top and these 13 reasons 
probably wouldn’t happen to one 
girl. But I think it is so important 
that we educate ourselves and 
the community around us about 

suicide, bullying, rape, etc. By 
using a TV show, and especially 
on Netflix, which is something 
teenagers spend most their time 
on, is a great way to educate while 
still being entertaining. Whether 
the viewers realize it or not, they 
are being shown what is it like to 
be bullied. As viewers, we connect 
with Hannah and her friends and 
put ourselves in that same situa-
tion. In turn, this makes us reflect 
on the way we act toward others.

This will open conversations 
about how some people feel that 
there is no way they can feel happy 
again, so why not just feel nothing?  

We are lucky to be in a 
school that is small enough and 
diverse enough to have lots of 
support for people who are strug-
gling with mental health and 
bullying. With the addition of “A 
Minute for Mental Health” by 
junior Gabrielle Ruban, and other 
conversations that KO is trying 
to facilitate, we can provide the 
best education and awareness of 
depression and suicidal thoughts. 

After watching the whole 
season, I feel that, although it was 
an emotional roller coaster and 
very entertaining, it opened my 
eyes to how messed up high school 
can be and how we all need to be 
supporting one another instead 
of pinning down one another.

by Eliza Charette ’18

TV Show exposes bullying, 
mental illness, and rape

“I hear people talking 
about other people behind their 
backs, and I’m scared they are 
doing the same about me.”

OK dearOne, with the 
way this statement is worded, 
I’m going to have to make some 
assumptions here so my advice 
makes sense. My first assump-
tion is that these people are all 
in the same friend group. I’m 
basing this assumption on the 
fact that people don’t usually talk 
about other people in front of 
outsiders. so I’m assuming you 
are an insider in this friend group. 

My second assumption 
is that what they are talking 
about isn’t positive or kind, 
otherwise you wouldn’t be 
scared that they were doing the 
same thing behind your back. 
Gossip is another word for 
talking about someone behind 
their back in a negative way.  

So with these assumptions 
in mind, I am going to rephrase 
your statement into the following 
question, one which I believe 
many young people can relate to:  
I hear my friends gossiping about 
our friends behind their back. 
Do you think they are doing the 
same thing behind my back? 

And my response has two 
parts which can be summed 
up by the following apho-
risms: “Birds of a feather flock 
together” and “Trust your gut.”

First ,  this  mind-gut 
connection isn’t just a meta-
phor.  Our brain and gut 

Advice Column
by Chastity Rodriguez

For most kids, 
a normal day 
would look like 
waking up, saying 
goodbye to their 
parents, going to 
school . . . This is 
not the case for 
people like me, 
aka. a faculty kid, 
aka a fac brat. 

 

are behaving? No thank you.
Quite often, I will have 

people ask me for a pair of scis-
sors or tape, or something of that 
nature. At first I am confused 
why they have selected me, 
of all people to help them. 

Then, I remember that 
my dad is the art teacher, and 
these kids just assume that I 
know where everything is. 

Sorry to disappoint you, 
but I’m just about as likely as 
you to be able to find a piece of 
poster board in the art room. 

My dad is also the head 
coach of the varsity volleyball 
team. Since I’m not on the team, it 
doesn’t affect me much. However, 
sometimes volleyball players 
will come talk to me instead of 
my dad. A couple of times, I’ve 
been asked if people think my 
dad would let them skip practice 
because they have so much work.

Better yet, I have had people 
ask me how they can move up from 
JV to varsity. The answer is, I have 
no idea. I am not my dad, so if you 
need to talk to the art teacher or 
the volleyball coach, go to him.

Although there are some 
cons to being a faculty kid, it 
isn’t all bad. Afterall, I don’t pay 
to go to school. Often, people 
ask me if it is awkward in class,  
and the answer is not at all. 

I actually enjoy having 
my  f a the r  a s  a  t e ache r. 

are actually connected by 
a network of neurons and a 
highway of hormones and 
chemicals that are constantly 
providing you with feedback.  

You know that feeling you 
get in your gut when you walk into 
a room and you can tell you were 
juuuust the topic of conversation? 
Chances are your gut is right. 

I say chances are because 
you can’t trust your gut if it has 
been compromised by trauma 
(perhaps being the target of gossip 
in the past) or guilt (perhaps 
you can’t stop yourself from 
gossiping about your people). If 
this is the case and your gut is 
compromised, I suggest making 
an appointment with me to learn 
how to begin healing your gut! 

The second aphorism 
is another way of saying 
“Game recognizes game,” 
which is another way of saying 
people who are on the same 
wavelength of life tend to 
gravitate toward each other. 

Basically, if your friends 
spend a lot of their time 
gossiping about whoever isn’t 
in the room then chances are 
they are absolutely doing the 
same behind your back too. 

And if you realize that is 
the case, and you would like some 
help figuring out how to have a 
courageous conversation with 
them about it, come see me, you 
can email me your free blocks 
so we can set up a time to chat 
in the confidential cozy confines 
of the counseling office located 
in the basement of Roberts. 
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Amazon’s new hit “The 
Man in the High Castle” explores 
a chilling alternate reality. What 
would our world look like if 
World War II had ended differ-
ently? What would that mean 
for us and the United States? 

Well, that nightmare is care-
fully envisioned and depicted in 
“The Man in the High Castle,” 
a TV show based off on the 
book written by Philip Dick. 

In the show, Germany and 
Japan have won WWII. The United 
States is split up into three parts: 
the East Coast is Nazi territory, 
the Japanese occupy the West, 
and the middle is a buffer zone for 
people, such as African Ameri-
cans and gay people, who are not 
welcome in either of the territories. 

The show takes place around 
the 1960s. Swastikas hang every-
where and the Statue of Liberty 
wears a Nazi banner while saluting 
Hitler. In the Pacific states, white 
people are second-class citizens 
and must bow down to any Japa-
nese person before talking to them.  

While there are many 
thought provoking themes exam-
ined throughout the show, there 
were two I found particularly 
compelling. A character’s devel-
opment that I found most inter-

esting was Obergruppenfuhrer 
John Smith, an American high-
ranking Nazi official. Right from 
the start, he is the “perfect” Nazi. 
Smith is cruel, smart, and truly 
believes in the Reich. He is ruth-
less and kills multiple people. 

As the show continues, 
we meet his family. He has 
a pretty wife who cooks and 
takes care of the family and 
home effortlessly, two young 
girls and a boy, and even a dog. 

Seeing them sit down at the 
breakfast table in their nice but 
modest home is troubling. On one 
hand, they look like the picture- 
perfect family. And then you almost 
forget that their dad works for the 
Reich and kills people, and they all 
live wonderful lives just because 
they are part of the Aryan race. 

However, Obergruppen-
fuhrer is put to the test when he 
learns that his son Thomas – who 
also exemplifies the “perfect” Nazi 
– is sick. While taking Thomas 
to the doctor for a simple pulled 
muscle, he learns that Thomas 
actually suffers from Landouzy-
Dejerine Syndrome, a serious 
degenerative disease. The doctor 
tells him that “What must be 
done can be done in the kinder 
setting of your home,” implying 
that he must kill his son. But 
why does he need to kill his son 

just because he has a disease?
 In the Reich, anyone who 

is sick is coined a “useless eater” 
and must be killed for the greater 
good. Obergruppenfuhrer does not 
accept his son’s fate and goes to 
great lengths to change it; he kills 
the doctor with the medicine he 
was supposed to kill Thomas with 
and makes plans for Thomas to 
be “kidnapped” in South America 
while on a Nazi Youth trip so 
that he can live the rest of his life 
with “Semites” (Jewish people). 

While you feel terrible for 
Obergruppenfuhrer and even 
worse for Thomas, you can’t help 
seeing the great irony. While Ober-
gruppenfuhrer would imprison 
another father for these same 
acts, it is somehow OK for him 
to do it for his family. He believes 
that his son, who is consid-
ered “defective” in the Reich, 
should live, but that others who 
are also “defective” should not. 

Furthermore, it is revealed 
that Obergruppenfuhrer’s brother 
also suffered from this disease 
and thus he was a carrier for the 
disease. This means that Obergrup-
penfuhrer did not in fact have “pure 
genes” and should have never 
had kids under laws of the Reich. 

It just goes to show how 
easy it is to follow or enforce 
orders when it affects other 

people but not yourself; if you 
would not submit your own 
family to such orders then do not 
bring them upon other families.

Within the show, many 
Nazis such as Obergruppen-
fuhrer truly believe that they are 
making the world a better place. 
They think that if they nuke Japan, 
the perfect and pure Aryan race 
can finally populate the whole 
world. As a result, there will be 
no more war, suffering, or imper-
fection. However, what is most 
disturbing about their philosophy 
is why can’t they make the world 
a better place with everyone and 
all of our diversity? Why are 
they so scared of difference? 

On the other hand, there are 
a group of heroic people who make 
up the resistance movement. These 
characters demonstrate bravery 
and virtue among all the evil, 
even if it means risking their lives. 

I think these characters 
resemble people during the Holo-
caust who hid and saved Jewish 
people. These people are often 
called “righteous gentiles” because, 
while they easily could have turned 
a blind eye, they instead risked 
their lives to do what was right. 
Similarly, in the show, people in 
the Resistance are tortured and 
killed, yet this does not stop the 
Resistance from continuing to 

fight for what they believe in. 
This TV show is an impor-

tant reminder of how lucky I 
am. Today, I can proudly state 
that I am Jewish. I can light the 
menorah on my windowsill with 
little fear. I can go to temple 
freely and practice my beliefs.

 But this luxury was stripped 
away from many of my ancestors, 
and even currently there are various 
places throughout the world where 
Jewish people face persecution. 
Furthermore, while the history of 
the Holocaust focuses mostly on 
Jewish people, as they composed 
the largest group murdered, let 
us not forget the other people 
targeted – gays, gypsies, mentally 
disabled people, African Ameri-
cans, people with different political 
views, and anyone else who did 
not fit the part of the Aryan race. 

“The Man in the High Castle” 
is a cold portrayal of what could be 
if we stop fighting for what is right. 
It shows the severe consequences 
of  turning a blind eye to injustice 
when it does not directly affect us. 

We must continue to ques-
tion, to think, to fight, and to 
educate so that we can live in a more 
inclusive world. Instead of waiting 
for another atrocity to happen, 
which will force the next genera-
tion to vow not to repeat history, 
let us actually prevent it now.

by Sasha Bash ’17

Show illuminates chilling alternate history

Hello everyone! Between 
AP and finals prep, the changing 
weather, sports commitments, and 
cafeteria food, spring 2017 is, well, 
getting a lil’ crazy. Everyone’s 
under immense pressure of some 
sort; I know I am for sure! And 
when I get stressed, I sometimes 
start to think of really crazy ideas 
and theories. So, to get them off 
my mind and maybe even amuse 
the masses, here are a couple: 

First, the anti-spy movie. 
Here’s something I observed, 
and an idea that I came up with 
consequently (ha! How’s that for 
scientific method?) Anyways, 
it’s interesting how a lot of those 
cool spy movies start with an 
older gentleman in the fedora 
and trench coat or whatever 
older spy gentlemen wear, slip-
ping the hero a manila envelope. 
He usually says something like, 
“your mission, should you choose 
to accept it, is to…” and explains 
what needs to be done. And of 
course our hero accepts, because 
that’s what spy heroes do, right? 

But that leaves us to ponder, 
what if the young prodigy spy 
DIDN’T accept the mission? 
Would the spy agency find a 
replacement for him? And even if 
they did, wouldn’t their original 
go-to man now be privy to the infor-
mation held in the manila enve-
lope? Don’t shoot the messenger, 
but the mission-bestowing old 
guy just dropped some serious 
info. What if that gets out? Does 

the agency have all the potential 
spies sign a confidentiality docu-
ment prior to telling them what’s 
up? The information divulged is 
usually top secret and the mission 
itself highly illegal, so I don’t 
imagine that such an agreement 
would hold up too well in court. 

So I guess it’s pretty fortunate 
that all the spy-movie heroes are 
the really committed types, willing 
to risk life and limb for the job after 
dropping just about everything else 
going on in their lives. Can there 
be a movie about this, please? 

Second, teeth roll call. 
Recently, I bit down upon an 
almond very hard and in a weird 
angle. It felt as if some bit of my 
tooth had gotten chipped! In fact, 
in that moment, I totally believed 
that I had just completely lost a 
tooth. In a frenzy, I wondered, 
“What have I done?! Will this 
single ill-timed bite ruin my life? 
Am I gonna be a gap toothed 
monster forever?!” You see, being 
toothless is really only cute if 
you’re a dragon in a Dreamworks 
or Pixar hit animation. At that 
point in time, there was no mirror 
around to check, and I couldn’t 
even grab my phone to see. And 
because this particular object was 
an almond, every little piece of it 
in my mouth felt like a shard of 
enamel. I certainly didn’t want 
to spit it out and look gross with 
ground-up almond and (possibly) 
a tooth in there. Instead, I bit the 
bullet (GET IT???) and swallowed 
everything. Eventually, I ended up 
running my tongue over my teeth 

and finding that they were all still 
there, and basically sobbing with 
relief. I say that I would pay not 
to have gone through that trauma. 
But would I really? That experi-
ence gave rise to one of my wildest 
ideas yet: the tooth roll call. What 
if your teeth could talk to you? Like 
in a class, when the teacher takes 
attendance, and you yell, “HERE!” 
because you are a good young 
student who shows up to class 
without fail.  Just imagine each 
tooth saying, “Here!” whenever 
you’re worried that one had spon-
taneously fallen out, or if you just 
wanted to conduct a quick check.

This of course leads to the 
clause that the teeth must each have 
their own mouths, and each of their 
teeth must have their own teeth. It 
would go on and on forever, like a 
beautiful Fibonacci spiral of teeth 
having teeth, each announcing its 
presence in roll call. And that’s it. 

So there you have it, a 
couple wacky things that have 
been on my mind for a bit. I think 
about these things a lot, you know, 
like at 2 a.m. when I probably 
should be sleeping. “But Janvi,” 
you say, “aren’t you a high school 
student trying to gear up for exams 
and other things right now?” And 
to that I say, yes, I am. But when 
I’m studying quietly, there’s 
a good chance I’m internally 
screaming about butter cookies 
vs. cookie butter, or what it would 
feel like to be an earthworm. 
Or, of course, about my teeth 
having teeth. Thank you, I hope 
you are all sufficiently amused.

by Janvi Sikand ’19

Innermost ramblings 
of a stressed teenager 

Noah: I remember my first 
day of sixth grade, looking up at 
my Senior Advisors, thinking that 
I would never be like them; they 
were so different from me in every 
way – taller, louder, wiser – that I 
could not imagine myself standing 
in their shoes. Fast forward seven 
years, and I am suddenly finding 
myself in that place exactly, 
unable to comprehend that 
this will be my last month as a 
student at Kingswood Oxford.

So much has happened in 
my time at this school. I’ve made 
some great friends, I’ve learned 
about the world around me, and 
I’ve grown as a person, for better 
or for worse. Looking back, there 
are so many little things that I 
never expected to feel nostalgic 
about, things that I never really 
understood would eventually come 
to an end. Every class I’ve taken, 
every club I’ve been a part of, and 
every little homework assignment 
I’ve completed have all contributed 
to bring me to where I am today.

Alec: The coming weeks 
mark the end of many of my KO 
experiences. The robotics season 
ended a few months ago, the band 
concert is this Friday, and my expe-
rience on the KO News ended last 
month. All of these experiences 
were the basis for many of my 
friendships and largely responsible 
for filling up my time on weekends 
and after school. While I have not 
been here for seven years, I find it 

hard to imagine a weekend without 
a News Day, a Wednesday after-
noon without a game, or a Monday 
morning without band rehearsal.

I remember my first day at 
KO vividly. The first class I had 
was Mr. Allerton’s Earth and 
Environmental Science class. I 
knew no one at KO and tried hard 
to succeed academically, meet 
new people, and create a home 
away from home for myself. 

Years of classes, sports, 
and clubs has created a network 
of connections that I am sad 
yet ready to leave behind.  

Noah & Alec:  Despite being  
1,007 miles and 156 miles away, 
respectively, we are both confi-
dent that the friends we’ve made 
and the things we’ve learned will 
follow us to our new destinations.

With  a  combined 11 
years here in hand, we implore 
students to make the most of 
the time they have left at KO. 

This can be accomplished 
by: 1. Playing a sport you’ve 
never tried before 2. Joining a 
club for no reason and sticking 
with it 3. Getting involved with 
art and theater on campus 4. Trav-
eling with KO 5. Making personal 
connections with your teachers 6. 
Asking a question or speaking at an 
assembly 7. Getting involved with 
the Middle School 8. Spending a 
day at KO from dawn to dusk 9. 
Taking time each day to remember 
the little things 10. Failing at 
least one test to learn from the 
experience 11. Doing some-
thing out of your comfort zone.

by Noah Stanton ’17
  and Alec Rossi ’17

Senior Spring: The 
first of many lasts
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Alumnus engages KO journalists

On Friday, April 7, the 27th 
Baird Journalism speaker, Jonathan 
Blitzer ’03, engaged, edified, and 
informed KO News editors as well 
as a number of faculty members.

Mr. Blitzer shared his 
personal career path, some 
of the stories that he has 
written, and the lessons he 
has learned along the way.

During his time at KO, 
Mr. Blitzer served as the Asso-
ciate Editor-in-Chief. He is 
currently a contributing writer 
and a member of the edito-
rial staff at The New Yorker. 

At the magazine, Mr. Blitzer 
mostly covers issues related to 
immigration policy and always 
attemps to reveal a greater societal 
message through the lens of a char-
acter, narrative, and gripping story.

“ I  f o c u s  o n  p e o p l e 
whose story i l luminates a 
larger issue or trend,” he said.

When attending Columbia 
University, Mr. Blitzer confessed 
he was nervous about the world 
beyond academics. “There’s no 
template or path,” he said about 
his career. “It’s OK not to know, 
but be open to the possibilities.”

A Fulbright Scholarship 
allowed Mr. Blitzer to travel to 
Spain during a time where austerity 

measures had mobilized large 
numbers of citizens to protest the 
government on a near-daily basis. 
Mr. Blitzer said he was puzzled 
and concerned by the apparent 
disparity between the amount of 
unrest, anger, and energy of the 
protesters and the Madrid media’s 
depiction of them. “The articles 
I was reading were missing huge 
swaths of the public,” he said.

KO News Faculty Advisor 
Rob Kyff said he thought Mr. 
Blitzer’s ideas about the nature of 
finding fulfilment in one’s career 
was a particularly important one 
for the student editors to hear. 

“You should pursue your 
curiosity and interests and don’t 
try to define yourself by narrow 
career standards,” said Mr. Kyff. 
“[Mr. Blitzer] got into journalism 
by actually pursuing some of his 
intellectual interests, particularly 
his interest in Spain, and he was 
flexible enough and courageous 
enough to take some risks and do 
what he wanted to do and then 
ended up in a very good position to 
utilize his passions and his talents.”

Mr. Blitzer said that he 
constructs his stories around a 
character. Through narrative, Mr. 
Blitzer said he uses the particular 
circumstances of the character to 
paint the reader a vivid, immer-
sive, realistic picture. “Writing is 

almost incidental to being in the 
world and being with other people 
and their perspectives,” he said.  

By engrossing himself 
in others’ perspectives, Mr. 
Bl i tzer  sa id  he  i s  be t te r 
able to i l lustrate a  s tory. 

“I spent two years working 
along the US-Mexico border,” he 
said. “I wanted to explore the space 
in between. What does that look 
like? I just tried to explore the phys-
ical land, but I ended up profiling 
this woman, Claudia. She’s trans-
gender and crossed the border to 
get her hormones. The story ended 
up being called ‘Crossing Over.’ ”

In addition, Mr. Blitzer told 
the rapt and attentive audience 
about a story he wrote about the 
seemingly bizarre industry of 
call-centers in El Salvador that 
employ deportees from the US, 
due to the demand for native 
English speakers. Mr. Blitzer 
chose to explore this phenomenon 
through the eyes of Eddie Azora 
– a man who was deported from 
the U.S. and started an English 
language school in El Salvador.

Mr. Blitzer also recounted 
an experience where he was 
held at knife-point at a McDon-
ald’s by a Dominican general 
when documenting a histori-
cally significant baseball game 
in the Caribbean country. 

“You put yourself in some 
weird places,” he said. “That’s the 
fun of it. And there’s a moment 
when the person [being written 
about] sees themselves in the 
writer, people recognize them-
selves in prose. I don’t know if 
these stories make real change 
– lead to policy – but I can give 
these people back their lives.”

When putting one’s self in 
another’s life, Mr. Blitzer said 
that it is imperative not to judge 
but also not to flinch and only 
then will the writing be reflective 
of its subjects and their identities.

This particular Baird Jour-
nalism dinner was also significant 
because it was the last time that 
Mr. Kyff will host the event since 
he is retiring as the KO News’ 
advisor after 28 years of service.

English teacher and next-
year’s KO News advisor Catherine 
Schieffelin said she echoed Mr. 
Blitzer’s appreciation for Mr. Kyff. 

“I thought it was really 
special how Mr. Blitzer really 
gave kudos to Mr. Kyff for all the 
selflessness and dedicated work 
he’s done for the KO News,” she 
said, “and the way he’s really 
influenced kids over the years.”

Senior and Managing 
Editor Alec Rossi  agreed.  

“I thought [Mr. Blitzer] was 
a great last speaker to end Mr. 

by Benjamin Small ’19

Kyff’s career.  He worked with Mr. 
Kyff and his passion and commit-
ment and what he ended up doing 
with journalism is a testament to all 
that Mr. Kyff had instilled in him.  
So I think that was a fitting tribute 
that [Mr. Blitzer] had embraced 
journalism with the same vigor 
Mr. Kyff tries to teach it with.”

Mr. Kyff said that his last time 
hosting was a bittersweet moment. 

“I did feel a sense of sadness 
that this will be the last time I’ll be 
hosting the dinner,” Mr. Kyff said. 
“But I feel very encouraged that 
this tradition will continue. I feel a 
satisfaction in that we’ve founded a 
strong tradition that will continue.” 

Jon Blitzer ‘03, a writer for The New 
Yorker magazine, addresses the 27th 
annual Baird Journalism Dinner on 
Friday, April 7, in the Upper School 
library. Photo by Ali Meizels ‘19.

Bowen wins Speakers’ Forum
For the past few weeks, the 

sophomore class has been partici-
pating in Speakers’ Forum, one 
of the KO English Department’s 
longstanding and unique traditions. 

Speakers’ Forum was started 
about 20 years ago by former 
English teacher and Forensic 
Union founder Robert Googins. 

In addition to teaching 
multiple sophomore English 
classes, Mr. Googins was the 
faculty advisor for Forensic 
Union, so he drew from his expe-
rience with interpretive reading 
in public speaking tournaments. 

“In concert with the other 
sophomore English teachers of 
the time,” said English teacher Ron 
Monroe, “he pretty much created 
what is now Speakers’ Forum.” 

As of this year, Speakers’ 
Forum wi l l  be  named in 
memory of  Mr.  Googins , 
who recently passed away.

The project is a form-wide 
interpretive reading competition. 
Sophomores must select a piece of 
fiction, practice it, and perform it 
in front of their class. The students 
grade one another, and the two 
highest scorers from each class 
advance to the semifinals round. 

This year, the semifinals 
were held on Thursday, April 
20, and were judged by Director 
of Academic Planning Carolyn 
McKee, history teacher Ted 
Levine, science teacher Lisa 
Bailey, creative arts teacher Wayne 
Pierce, and senior Ariba Memon. 

The top five speakers from 

that round performed their readings 
the next day in front of the Upper 
School. The assembly was emceed 
by senior Connor O’Loughlin, 
and the judges for this final round 
were French and Spanish teacher 
Jonathan Briggs, Director of 
Diversity, Inclusion and Cultural 
Competency Joan Edwards, 
history teacher Robert Kyff, Mrs. 
Monica Bisgaard, and seniors 
Noah Stanton and Issie Pratt. 

“In both the semifinal 
round and the final round, the 
judges are historically teachers 
or staff members who are not 
English teachers or Forensic 
Union officers,” said Mr. Monroe. 

In fifth place was sophomore 
Janvi Sikand, with the short story 
“Zombie” by Chuck Palahniuk. 

In fourth place was sopho-
more Sophie Overstreet, with 
a reading from “The Hunger 
Games” by Suzanne Collins. 

In third place was sopho-
more Dan Carroll with a short 
story by David Sedaris called 
“The Migrating Warblers.” 

In second place was sopho-
more Andrew Holland, with a 
selection from “One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo’s Nest” by Ken Kesey. 

Sophomore Erin Bowen won 
the competition with a selection 
from “Gone Girl” by Gillian Flynn. 

“I actually felt much more 
nervous going into my speech for 
semifinals than I did for finals,” 
said Erin. “I had a lot of fun with 
my reading at finals and surpris-
ingly felt very comfortable on stage 
despite being a normally anxious 
person when it comes to public 

speaking. I was definitely shocked 
to win and have immense respect 
for all of the other speakers.” 

The criteria for judging are 
the same across all three rounds: 
“They’re looking for the help-
fulness of the introduction, and 
familiarity with the piece,” said 
Mr. Monroe. “They’re looking 
looking for polish, pronun-
ciation, emphasis, varying of 
volume and tone, ability to speak 
in different voices if need be.”

Each sophomore English 
teacher prepares his or her 
students differently. “I allow them 
a lot of time to find a piece that 
they’re comfortable with and that 
fits their personality so that they 
are at their best when they give 
the reading,” said Mr. Monroe. 

Ms. Schieffelin agrees with 
the importance of choosing a 
piece. “I’m really impressed this 
year that kids are not just resorting 
to humor,” she said. “There are 
some perennial favorites, like 
David Sedaris and BJ Novak, but 
I also have a number of really 
serious pieces. This year, I’m also 
impressed that students are going 
with classic stories that I haven’t 
seen much in recent years.” 

Erin says that finding a 
good selection was challenging. 
“I was juggling between several 
pieces for over a week,” she 
said, “and felt conflicted over the 
piece I chose, wanting to change 
it at several points in my editing 
process. Eventually, I decided to 
stick with it and edit the piece in 
a way that was a better experience 
for me to read dozens of times.” 

by Aparajita Kashyap ’18

SAGE Dining
debuts menu app

SAGE Dining has developed 
an app called “Touch of SAGE” 
to tell students and faculty the 
lunch menu on any given day.

The app is easily avail-
able for download in the iTunes 
store and the Google Play store. 
The app can be downloaded 
on Android and iOS systems.

 Once the app is installed, all 
that students need to do is create an 
account, and enter KO’s zip code, 
06119. This will give students 
the option to select KO, and 
figure out what will be for lunch.

It is possible to see what 

is for lunch every day until June 
5, which is the last day of Upper 
School exams. The app allows 
students to plan ahead even before 
lunch is set up in the cafeteria. “I 
think the app is easy to use, and I 
like to look ahead to see when my 
favorite meals are served,” sopho-
more Camilla Berckemeyer said. 

Students can check to see 
what lunch is at anytime of the 

“It allows users 
to connect with 
SAGE 24/7 in 
the palm of their 
hands.”

– Ms. Eaton

day. “The Touch of SAGE app 
is making meal planning easy,” 
said Marketing and Commu-
nications Director for SAGE 
Dining Teresa Eaton. “It allows 
users to connect with SAGE 
24/7 in the palm of their hands.” 

Many students and faculty 
have dietary restrictions, so the 
app helps them see what they 
can eat. “It allows users to view 
the menu, favorite and recom-
mend menu items, create a 
custom allergen profile, give 
feedback and reviews of menu 
items, view events, and contact a 
SAGE Manager,” Ms. Eaton said.

This app would be helpful 
to many students, but some 
said they were not aware that 
it even existed. “I have never 
used the app, but I think it is 
really good because people are 
always asking what’s for lunch,” 
freshman Jamie Scarpantonio said. 

Sophomore Evan Moore 
said he had never seen the app, 
but said he agrees that it would be 
helpful. “I have never seen the app 
or used it, but I would use it to see 
what’s for lunch that day,” he said.

S e n i o r  A l e c  R o s s i 
agreed. “I’m very excited 
to try the new app.” he said.

English Teacher Cath-
erine Schieffelin says she looks 
forward to using the new app. “I’m 
starving when I get for lunch,” 
she said, “and immediately go 
for the first thing I see, but, if I 
can know what will be offered, 
I can plan ahead and gravitate 
more toward the healthier foods.”

by Lian Wolman ’19

Tournament named for former teacher Robert Googins
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( N o t e :  T h i s  re v i e w 
m a y  c o n t a i n  s p o i l e r s . ) 

Throughout  the  20th 
century, the question of human-
ity’s future on planet Earth 
has been greatly debated, both 
in science and in pop culture. 

With our current state 
of human evolution yielding 
a seemingly inevitable doom, 
many individuals have intro-
duced the concept of eugeni-
cally enhancing the species with 
the incorporation of artificial 
intelligence and technology. 

Eugenics has gained noto-
riety for how it has been imple-
mented in the 20th century by 
figures such as Adolf Hitler; 
however, even with this nega-
tive reputation, the true goal of 
eugenics is to improve the genetic 
standing of our future human race. 

True eugenics  is  not 
built on racism or ableism. 
Eugenics is built on ensuring 
the continual existence of our 

species against all possible envi-
ronmental evolutionary obstacles.

Keeping that in mind, 
some say it has become clear 
that humanity cannot survive if 
we focus only on improving the 
biological components that we 
are born with. These individuals 
believe that the only way we as 
a human race can survive is if 
we accept the idea that our future 
doesn’t lie in our human shells, but 
rather, that it lies within the world of 
artificial intelligence and robotics.  

On Friday, March 31, Para-
mount Pictures released science- 
fiction action film, “Ghost in 
the Shell.” Directed by Rupert 
Sanders, “Ghost in the Shell” is 
based on Masamune Shirow’s late 
1980s, cyberpunk seinen manga 
series, “Ghost in the Shell,” which 
also was adapted into an anime 
film of the same name in 1995.

“Ghost in the Shell” is 
the story of a future in which 
humanity and technology have 
finally merged; however, as with 
anything, success comes at a price, 

by Gabrielle Ruban ‘18

‘Ghost in the Shell’: a cyberpunk thriller 
and “Ghost in the Shell” raises the 
ethical and philosophical ques-
tions: What is human identity? 
What does it mean to be self-
aware? Is it ethical to sacrifice the 
safety and lives of others, for the 
future of everyone else? When 
does human enhancement cross 
into the sphere of “playing God?”

“Ghost in the Shell” follows 
the life of cybernetic human 
Major Motoko Kusanagi (played 
by Scarlett Johansson), a high-
ranking intelligence agent in the 
anti-terrorist bureau, Section 9. 

The movie opens up with the 
introduction of Hanka Robotics, 
which is the fictional world’s 
leading developer of human 
enhancement and artificial intel-
ligence, and their underground 
project to develop a mechanical 
alternative to the human body, a 
“shell” that can integrate the human 
brain and its consciousness with 
state-of-the-art augmentations. 

Major, being a product of 
this experiment, becomes increas-
ingly distressed by her inability 

to remember her past. With the 
belief that memories define and 
distinguish the fundamentals of 
humanistic, conscious individu-
ality, Major exhibits a disconnect 
that is often seen in hypothetical 
cybernetic-human worlds: No 
matter how much we try to arti-
ficially emulate the human brain 
and its consciousness, there are 
certain senses that cannot be tech-
nologically recreated with an algo-
rithm or mechanical framework.

The film opens up with 
Major and her team successfully 
shutting down a terrorist attack 
against Hanka Robotics, in which 
an unknown being who goes by the 
name Kuze, has hacked a mechan-
ical geisha and attempts a killing 
spree at a Hanka business meeting. 

As Major investigates 
this attack, it becomes clear that 
anyone with any sort of mechan-
ical enhancement, no matter 
how small, can be manipulated 
and taken over by Kuze. While 
following this case, Major also 
goes on a parallel quest of self-

discovery in which she not only 
reacquaints herself with aspects 
of her past life but also learns 
the dark truth behind her resur-
rection as a cybernetic human.

“Ghost in the Shell” has 
received a lot of criticism for 
whitewashing in its casting 
because Johansson, a white Amer-
ican actress, plays the Japanese 
protagonist. Many have dispar-
aged the film for this reason, yet it 
has still managed to gross $154.8 
million dollars in box offices. 

I highly recommend seeing 
the film for two main reasons. 

First, the creation of the film, 
specifically the CGI, was absolutely 
remarkable. The post-modern, 
dystopian Japan was industrial 
and grungy, yet also thriving with 
neon colors and bright lights. It 
was absolutely mesmerizing to 
watch action scenes that took place 
throughout this sharply drawn city. 

Second, this movie’s deep, 
existential themes are thought-
provoking and leave viewers with 
great post-film conversation topics. 

Eve ry  s tuden t  l ooks 
forward to the last semester of 
school because it means spring 
weather and the end of classes. 

But students involved 
in theater also look forward 
to the tradition of seniors’ 
creating a play or musical 
performance for the spring. 

This year, seniors Shelby 
Fairchild and Connor O’Loughlin 
will be displaying their indi-
vidual pieces respectively, 
at 6 p.m. on Friday, May 19. 

Shelby’s piece, a one- 
act play titled “The Violence 
Ballet,” is about 15 minutes in 
length. She co-wrote the play 
over the summer while attending 
the National Student Leader-
ship Conference’s Acting Inten-
sive program at Yale University. 

“When we first started 
creating the play, there was a 
whole ton of different ideas and 
approaches we were going to take, 
but everyone agreed that tackling 
the issue of domestic violence could 
be the most powerful and some-
thing the authors could relate and 
contribute their ideas to,” she said.

For the last three weeks, 
Shelby and 11 student actors 
have been rehearsing this short 
play that Shelby hopes will be 
informative and touch the audi-
ence. “They were my classmates, 
so the play represents a little 
bit of all of us,” Shelby said. 

She said that, although  
theme is dark, it’s something 
crucial for teenagers to learn 
about now. “The audience should 
expect a theater piece devised 
from a prompt,” she said, “and our 
question was ‘How does domestic 
violence affect the home?”

The play begins with an 
off-stage instance of domestic 
violence. “This stands out from 

Come to Cabaret and 
‘The Violence Ballet’

everything, and every play that has 
been done here before in previous 
years,” Shelby said. “The rest of 
the play follows how characters 
react and cope with the domestic 
violence. None of their coping 
mechanisms are healthy. The play 
ends in confrontation which in 
itself has an ambiguous ending.” 

Shelby said the message the 
audience extracts from the play is 
crucial. “I want them to see that 
sometimes you can notice when 
someone is suffering, but other 
times, especially if you don’t know 
someone that well, you can’t see 
the full picture so you can’t be 
quick to judge them,” she said.

In the play, senior James 
Witt plays Frank, the abusive 
husband, and sophomore Janvi 
Sikand plays Renee, Frank’s wife. 

Their children, Alex and 
Jamie, are portrayed by freshman 
Elan Stadelmann and junior Apar-
ajita Kashyap. Freshman Maggie 
Eberle plays Jamie’s friend, Leilah.

Directly following this deep 
play will be Connor O’Loughlin’s 
piece, a cabaret, completely sepa-
rate from “The Violence Ballet.” 
He and 18 other students will sing 
an abundance of musical theater 
songs, such as “I Hope I Get It” from 
“A Chorus Line”  and “Our Time” 
from “Merrily We Roll Along.”

“While there is no plot, the 
songs will all be based around 
a central theme: expectations,” 
Connor said. Connor added that 
cabarets have been performed 
before and that, if students could 
pull off a Shakespeare produc-
tion, last year, then “we can 
certainly size up the cabaret.” 

The cabaret, which will 
last for about an hour, should be 
extremely fun to watch Connor 
said. “I just wanted to do it 
because I wanted to sing some 
cool songs I really like with 
some fun people,” Connor said. 

by Nell Schwartz ’19

For some people passions 
form at a very young age; this is the 
case for junior Gabby Rusconi with 
singing. Her love of singing started 
at the age of four as she constantly 
sang around the house. As soon as 
she was able to, she joined choir 
and has been singing ever since. 

Part of Gabby’s love for 

Singer of the Month: 
junior Gabby Rusconi
by Olivia Rossi ’18

singing came from the environ-
ment she grew up in. Gabby said 
her dad always played music 
around the house, which fostered 
her love for singing and music.

Besides  her  dad,  the 
singer that inspires her the most 
is Amy Winehouse.  “She just 
embodied everything I love 
about music and I wanted to be 
like her,” she said about Wine-
house. Gabby also mentioned that 
Stevie Wonder and the Beatles 
are some of her other favorites.

Although these are her 
top three favorites, Gabby said 
she can often be heard singing 
Adele or pop music around 
school and even in the shower. 

One of the things Gabby 
enjoys most about singing is that 
she can sing a song differently 
than the artist’s original rendition. 

At KO, Gabby has pursued 

Gabby Rusconi sings a solo in“Love on Top” in the Beyonce 
Medley performed by Oxfordians. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

“Hopefully in 
the future I will 
be able to sing 
in festivals and 
have my own 
concerts.”

–Gabby Rusconi 

her love of singing and is currently 
involved in concert choir, Voce, 
Oxfordians, and Camp KO singing. 

In addition, she said her 
singing continues out of school.  
Gabby also mentioned that she 
sees singing in her future. “Hope-
fully in the future I will be able 
to sing in festivals and also have 

my own concerts, but nothing too 
big because I just want to make 
music not be famous” she said. 

Recently Gabby, along with 
freshman Remy McCoy, was 
awarded a scholarship for their 
love of music. “It’s really cool that 
the Class of ’66 awarded me with 
it because of their classmates’ love 
for music,” commented Gabby. 

The scholarship sponsors 
a singing activity of their choice 
over the summer; Gabby has 
decided to attend KO’s acapella 
camp. She said she loves the 
camp because she has gone there 
since the first year it started.   

Senior Noah Stanton, a 
member of Oxfordians, said 
Gabby’s singing capabilities are 
beyond extraordinary. “Her solo 
in our performance of a Beyonce 
medley most definitely brought 
the entire composition together 
for the audience,” said Noah. 

“She just 
embodied every-
thing I love about 
music and I 
wanted to be like 
her.”

– Gabby Rusconi
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Student vocal ensembles 
presented a variety of classical, 
jazz and popular music at the Upper 
School Choral Festival on Friday, 
April 21, in Roberts Theater. The 
groups performing were Outlook, 
Crimson 7, Oxfordians, Voce 
Novissima, and the Concert Choir. 

Choral Fest delights audience 

Oxfordians perform one of two songs,“Work Song,” with senior soloist Shelby 
Fairchild ’17, far right, at the Choral Fest. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19. 

Creative arts teacher David 
Baker directed Outlook and 
Crimson 7, and creative arts teacher 
Steven Mitchell, a new teacher at 
KO, directed Voce Novissima, 
Oxfordians, and the Concert Choir. 

The songs performed by 
Crimson 7 were “Wonderwall,” 
“Stand By Me,” and “Bring It On 
Home.” The group’s performances 
featured numerous soloists. 
“Wonderwall,” by Oasis, included 
a solo performed by senior Ryan 
Albanesi; “Stand By Me,” by Ben 
E. King, had a solo performed by 
freshman Matthew Marottolo. 

In addition to solos, Crimson 
7 featured three duets in “Bring 
It On Home,” by Sam Cooke. 
The duet singers were Ryan and 
senior Clayton Barnes; junior 

Zachary Herz and sophomore 
Dan Carroll; and sophomores 
Charlie Coxon and Eryk Jones. 

Ryan said that, although 
the arrangements were made 
a little late, he thinks the 
concert still went very well. 

“The spring concert is 
always my favorite,” he said, “I’m 
just really happy that for my last 
time everything went smoothly. 
Outlook and Crimson 7 were a 
little rushed preparing our music 
this year, but I’m proud of the way 
our music turned out. I’m also 
extremely proud and thankful for 
how the guys backed me up on my 
solo because I was really nervous.”

Outlook performed two 
jazz songs: “The Way You Look 
Tonight,” by Dorothy Fields and 
Jerome Kern, and “I’ve Grown 
Accustomed to Her Face,” by 
Alan Jay Lerner and Frederick 
Lowe, which was a brand-
new arrangement devised by 
guest composer Phil Mattson.

Outlook also performed the 
traditional folk song “Shenan-
doah,” and “Chanson d’automne” 
(Song of Fall), composed by KO 
junior David Marottolo. The song’s 
lyrics were written by French  
poet Paul Verlaine, but David 
composed the piece for Outlook.  

Mr. Baker said the concert 
was creative, and included a variety 
of music. He said that, although 
the concert was earlier in the year, 
the students managed beautifully. 

Voce Novissima performed 
“No Time,” by Susan Brumfield, the 
traditional Colombian song “Maxi-
mina,” the Japanese children’s 
song “Hotaru Koi,” and “Without 
A Song,” by Vincent Youmans. 

One of the performances 
by the Oxfordians included 
“Work Song,”  by Hozier, 
featuring solos by seniors Faith 
Pease and Shelby Fairchild. 

They also sang “Beyonce 
Medley” by Beyonce Knowles. 
It included solos by seniors 
Claudenique Cousins, Lauren 
McPherson, and Noah Stanton, 
junior Gabby Rusconi, and 
sophomore Ol ivia  Coxon. 

Gabby said that Oxfordians 
performed very well and that the 
group has been doing very well 
over this past year. “The group 
this year has been super fun to be 
a part of, and I am so proud of all 
the girls in the group,” she said.

Lauren said that the concert 
was different than past concerts, 
but it ran extremely well. “This 
time, instead of each group singing 
through their songs alone on stage, 
Mr. Baker and Mr. Mitchell had us 

by Luv Kataria ’20

Students ate ice cream and 
read poetry in order to raise money 
for Loaves and Fishes in KO’s 
annual Empty Bowls event on 
Monday, April 24. Empty Bowls 
is an international grassroots 
movement to help end hunger.

Any school that wants to 
hold an event can make bowls out 
of ceramics or different materials. 
Then people donate the wanted 
amount for the food in the bowl, 
such as ice cream or soup. The 
money made from this event is 
donated to Loaves and Fishes. 

Middle School Creative Arts 
Department Chair Katherine Nich-
olson teaches many art classes, 
including an eighth-grade ceramics 
class. “I thought it was a great 
focus for my eighth-grade ceramics 
class for many reasons,” she said. 
“It gave them functional art and 
a purpose that helped people.”

Mrs. Nicholson said that 
her classes made around 300 
bowls. Each bowl was sold 
for $10 with ice cream inside. 

Hood and Whole Foods 
donated the supplies for the food 
that was served in the bowls, so all 
of the $10 donated for each bowl 

Empty Bowls helps to fill 
Loaves and Fishes pantry 
by Lian Wolman ’19 will go to Loaves and Fishes. In 

the past years, Mrs. Nicholson said 
that the event has raised between 
$1,500 to $2,000 each year. 

This is the second year that 
KO has added a poetry reading to 
the event, providing KO students 
with the opportunity to read 
their own poetry. “The timing 
of it fit perfectly because April 
is National Poetry Month and 
we are always writing poetry 
in our English classes at this 
time,” Middle School English 
teacher Kyle Chapman said. 

Any student in the Middle 
School can read his or her own 
poetry. Mr. Chapman said that last 
year, 20 students read poetry and 
10 signed up for this year. “I’m so 
impressed that kids are that brave 
to not only write poetry, but stand 
up and read it by choice,” he said. 

Many students said they 
really enjoyed the event. “It’s 
awesome!” eighth-grader Ahana 
Nagarkatti said. Ahana also made 
the posters for the event, which 
were very colorful, and filled with 
pictures of the event from past years. 

In the first two years KO and 
Watkinson hosted the event, but 
for the past three years it has been 
held on the Senior Green at KO.

“I am grateful for 
every student’s 
willingness to 
try new things 
and explore their 
voices.”

– Mr. Mitchell

go up all together and sit behind 
one another,” she said. “I like 
how this concert was run better 
than in past years because it was 
more efficient and gave me more 
time to watch my peers perform!” 

T h e  C o n c e r t  C h o i r 
performed four songs, including 
“We Are,” by Ysaye Barnwell, 
and “Esto Les Digo,” by Kinley 
Lange, featuring a solo from 
sophomore Emma-Kate Johansen.               

The other two were the 
American gospel song “City 
Called Heaven,” and “I’ve Got You 
Under My Skin,” by Cole Porter. 

Mr. Mitchell said that the 
ensembles sang to celebrate and 
support one another. “I have been 
very impressed with the level of 
musicianship demonstrated by 
so many students in our choral 
department,” he said. “We have 
really good singers at KO.” 

Gabby said that the concert 
has truly evolved throughout 
the years. “This year has defi-

“This year has 
definitely changed 
for the better in 
the choir program 
and I couldn’t be 
happier.”

– Gabby Rusconi

nitely changed for the better in 
the choir program,” she said,  
“and I couldn’t be happier. Mr. 
Mitchell has changed a lot about 
music here at KO, and I think 
it has turned out really well.”

History teacher Rob Kyff 
said he was impressed by the vocal 
skills and passion the students 
brought to their singing. “Several 
of the pieces were very beautiful 
and moving, especially David 
Marottolo’s composition,” he said. 

All of the ensembles came 
together to perform one last 
song, “Dies Irae,” by Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart. “I am grateful 
for every student’s willingness to 
try new things and explore their 
voices,” said Mr. Mitchell. “It has 
been a great first year for me!”

by Olivia Rossi ’18

Art, for many, is something 
fun to look at or admire, but for this 
month’s artist, art has been a huge 
part of her life since middle school.

Junior Alicia Henry began 
her artistic journey in middle 
school after a back injury. She said 
the injury left her with free time so 
she was in search of activities to do. 

One of her friends suggested 
art, and ever since then drawing 
has been an interest of hers.

Unfortunately, as the work-
load in school got more demanding 
Alicia said she often doesn’t have 
time after school with home-
work. However, she didn’t let this 
interfere with her creation of art. 

Alicia is part of Port-
folio Prep Honors, a year-round 
art class that gives her a set 
period to work on her pieces. 

“I like that Portfolio Prep 
has been forcing me to draw 
and improve because it’s nice 
to draw in school,” she said.

Alicia has also forced 
herself to try out different 
media to work with. Even 
though she said that Portfolio 
Prep has helped her expand 

her comfort level with multiple 
media, she still has a favorite. 

“My favorite medium has got 
to be charcoal. I used to hate it but it 
seems to be my best medium,” she 
said. “But oil pastels are also cool.”

Although Alicia said she 
is very picky about her work, 
her favorite piece is a charcoal 
drawing of a slipper that she did 
last year. “It’s hanging on my 
mom’s wall,” said Alicia, showing 
her happiness with the piece.

As for this year, Alicia said 
she doesn’t have any favorite piece 
of artwork yet, but she mentioned 
that her current work of art, an oil 
pastel of stained glass, has promise. 

O n e  o f  t h e  t h i n g s 
Alicia loves about art is that 
she can express herself and 
not  have any boundaries . 

“Plus it’s something in 
which you can visually see 
your growth, which I think 
is kind of cool,” she said.

Watercolor painting by Alicia. Photo courtesy of Alicia Henry ’18. 

Artist of the Month:
Charcoal expert Alicia Henry
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Outlook thrives in Atlantic City
by Gabrielle Ruban ’18

On Thursday, April 6, KO’s 
select choral group, Outlook, 
traveled to Atlantic City, N.J., to 
perform junior David Marottolo’s 
award-winning choral composi-
tion, “Chanson d’automne,” at 
the Young Composer Concert 
at the Eastern Division Confer-
ence of the National Asso-
ciation for Music Education. 

Creative Arts Depart-
ment Chair Todd Millen said 
that the National Association 
for Music Education (NAfME) 
is the umbrella organization for 
all levels of music education 
associations, such as CMEA for 
both regionals and all-states. He 
explains that, while David was 
the first KO student to be selected 
for the Young Composer Concert 
section of the Eastern Division 
Conference, a handful of KO 
students have performed in the 
All-Eastern Honors Ensembles in 
the past in both the band or choir.

Creative arts teacher David 
Baker said that David introduced 
the idea of writing a choral piece 
for Outlook last spring. Mr. Baker 
encouraged the idea, saying he 
expected the piece to be about 
three- or four-minutes long; 
however, when the following fall 
came along and David returned 
with an 11-and-a half-minute-
long, three-movement piece, 
he was definitely surprised.

David said that both Mr. 
Baker and his composition 
teacher introduced him to this 
competition. Having written 

“Chanson d’automne” earlier 
over the summer, he decided to 
apply for this competition. He 
said that this was his first time 
applying and participating in 
the Young Composer Concert 
at the Eastern Division Confer-
ence, but he has applied to other 
composition competitions before.

David said that, when 
writing this choral composi-
tion, he not only didn’t start 
from the beginning, but he also 
gained new inspiration as he 
proceeded through the movements.

“It’s interesting because 
it actually did not start with the 
poem,” David said. “I tend to 
start, even with choral pieces, 
with the music first and then try 
to find some lyrics that would fit 
with the meaning of that music. 

For me, it started with the seeds 
of the idea, and in particular, the 
second movement actually came 
to me first. I started looking for 
text that would fit, and once I 
found Paul Verlaine’s “Chanson 
d’automne,” the meaning of 
the poem helped inspire the 
rest of the two movements.”

David praised Outlook for 
their great performance, because 
circumstances weren’t necessarily 
on their side, in terms of venue.

“I thought Outlook did very 
well,” he said. “It was certainly 
the best it had sounded, espe-
cially in tough conditions, with 
the room not being great acous-
tically. People finally started to 
feel what the piece was really 
about while they were singing it.”

Mr. Baker agreed with 

David, and added that Outlook’s 
professionalism and maturity 
were really visible that day.

“The ensemble students 
were true professionals that day,” 
Mr. Baker said. “When they asked 
questions, they asked good, helpful 
ones, and their maturity was 
fantastic, in terms of the long drive 
and with handling their academic 
work. They were so respectful 
and represented their families, 
themselves, and KO very well.”

Mr. Millen praised David 
for his development into a 
mature composer and applauds 
him for creating such a well-
made choral  composi t ion.

“David’s growth as a 
composer has been incredible to 
watch,” Mr. Millen said. “The 
piece itself had some wonderful, 

music moments. You can tell 
he’s really learning how to write. 
He started writing for the wind 
ensemble as a sophomore, where 
he wrote wonderful composi-
tions for us. Just watching the 
evolution of his compositional 
technique and how he writes 
in general has been awesome.”

Mr. Baker said that David’s 
hardworking yet easygoing atti-
tude toward his craft makes him 
a great composer to work with.

“David was constantly 
remarking on what we should 
do. Even up to the performance 
he was giving notes on ways it 
could be improved,” Mr. Baker 
said. “I think what makes his 
work and him as a musician so 
successful and scholarly, is that 
he is incredibly flexible and that 
he’s always trying to improve 
his craft. He’s never adamant or 
stubborn about his music unless 
he’s really thought about it. He’s 
very flexible and is always willing 
to try things in different ways.” 

Mr. Millen said he was 
amazed to see such a diverse variety 
of composers and compositions 
at the Young Composer Concert.

“All the compositions were 
incredibly different,” he said. 
“The creativity of the human spirit 
really struck me, when listening 
to each of the compositions 
being performed. Here you are 
with a 10-year-old girl, a college 
guy, and everything in between. 
They were all working under the 
same framework and rubric, and 
yet they all came up with such 
a variety of different things.”

KO’s select co-ed choral group, Outlook, performs “Chanson d’automne” in Atlantic City. Photo by Todd Millen.

Mattson ‘jazzes’ up KO
by Ishaa Sohail ’20

On Tuesday, April 4, music 
composer Phil Mattson visited 
KO. Mr. Mattson currently resides 
in Studio City, Calif., and works 
as a vocal coach, pianist, arranger/
composer, conductor, and teacher.

Mr. Mattson has served as 
the Director of Choral Activities 
at Foothill College in California 
and at Gonzaga University in 
Washington. He has also taught 
at Pacific Lutheran University 
in Washington and The School 
For Music Vocations in Indiana. 

He completed his under-
graduate studies in philosophy and 
religion and music at Concordia 
College in Moorhead, Minn. Mr. 
Mattson graduated summa cum 
laude, and then he completed his 
graduate work in choral literature 
and conducting at the Univer-
sity of Iowa as an NDEA Fellow.

He has written many arrange-
ments for the vocal jazz ensemble 
and choir. The Manhattan Transfer, 
Chanticleer, The Real Group, The 
Dale Warland Singers and The 
Four Freshmen are some of the 
ensembles that have commis-
sioned his arrangements. He has 
also edited the arrangements of 
Gene Puerling for publication.

In addition, Mr. Mattson 
has also served as the Vocal Jazz 
Director for The Stan Kenton 

Clinics and as the ACDA National 
Repertoire and Standards Chair 
for Vocal Jazz. Not only has he 
directed choirs and composed 
music, but he has also been nomi-
nated for two Grammy awards.

Mr. Mattson has had a 
love for music for as long as he 
can remember. “I heard the G7 
chord when I was four or five, 
and the hair on my back of my 
head stood up. I’ve been inspired 
ever since that reaction,” he said.

He was originally supposed 
to come to KO in the spring of last 
year to work with the variety of 
vocal groups we have on campus, 
but he was unfortunately seri-
ously injured in a motorcycle 
accident and was unable to attend. 

Instead of ignoring the 
incident and pushing away his 
visit, creative arts teacher David 
Baker waited for Mr. Mattson to 
be in a healthy condition to work; 
coming to KO was his first public 
appearance since the accident. 

Mr. Baker met Mr. Mattson 
in 2009. Mr. Baker had found out 
that he was going to be directing 
both the Concert Choir and 
Outlook (at the time it was called 
“Chamber Jazz”), but he was 
not familiar with jazz as a genre. 

He went to a workshop 
in Minnesota on vocal jazz for 
educators to work on learning 
jazz as a whole. At the work-

shop there was a large group of 
people in a jazz ensemble and 
each person was given three solos 
to perform at the final concert.

When they weren’t working 
in the jazz ensemble or on their 
solos, the students were given the 
opportunity to do scat singing, 
music theory classes, music 
directing classes, and much more. 

Mr. Mattson trained Mr. 
Baker on how to direct jazz 
music. Because Mr. Baker had 
such an amazing experience 
with Mr. Mattson, Mr. Baker had 
the idea to invite him to work 
with the students here at KO. 

Mr. Mattson worked with 
five different vocal groups on 
campus: Upper School Concert 
Choir on his arrangement of 
“I’ve Got You Under My Skin,” 
Voce Novissima on “Without 
a Song,” and Outlook on his 
brand-new arrangement of “I’ve 
Grown Accustomed to Her Face,” 
a jazz version of a song from 
the musical “My Fair Lady.”

Although this song is usually 
performed by the male lead, Mr. 
Mattson turned it into a bassanova. 
Mr. Mattson also worked with the 
Middle School’s group made up 
of seventh and eighth graders, 
Cantabile, on his song “Simple 
Gifts.” Lastly, he worked with a 
student run barbershop quartet 
on “I Will Be Seeing You.” 

Music of the Night
by Nell Schwartz ’19

The Upper and Middle 
School instrumental groups will 
perform a concert titled “A Little 
Night Music” on Friday, April 28.

The orchestras will perform 
six pieces beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
in Alumni Hall, said creative arts 
teacher Richard Chiarappa. “I really 
tried to mix it up in terms of style,” 
he said. “We’re doing what would 
be considered classical music, 
such as Mozart, and we are doing 
‘Bavarian Rhapsody,’ so that’s 
a totally different style as well.” 

The orchestra will also 
premiere a piece composed by Mr. 
Chiarappa called “The Serenity 
Prayer,” which will feature four 
vocalists, senior Poppy Sheehan, 
junior David Marottolo, and soph-
omores Charlie and Olivia Coxon.   

Another highlight of the 
night will be that two eighth-
grade students, David Shi and 
Sung Min Cho, will perform in 
the cello section for the pieces 
“Bavarian Rhapsody,” “Lucio 
Silla,” and “The Serenity Prayer.” 

The orchestra concert will 
close with a classic piece called 
“Moon Dance” that has a jazzy 
and rock feel. Mr. Chiarappa said 
this is the perfect choice to end 
the concert with because it is a 
good transition into the music 
that the band will play afterwards. 

“It’s the best piece to end with 

because then the parents who need 
to go over and listen to band were 
sent off on the right note from us 
with a more band sound,” he said.  

The Middle and Upper 
School jazz bands and ensembles 
will then perform beginning at 
7:30 p.m. in Roberts Theater. 

The Middle School Jazz 
Band will kick off this portion of 
the concert with jazz standards that 
provide opportunities for solos 
and improvisation. From there, 
Creative Arts Department Chair 
Todd Millen said the music will 
become progressively stranger. 
“At the end of the night, the last 
piece will have absolutely nothing 
to do with the first piece,” he said.

Mr. Millen also said that the 
Goodman Banks artist, electro-
acoustic violist and composer 
Martha Mooke, inspired him 
to select more nontraditional 
music. “We commissioned a 
piece from her called ‘Kayo-
matique,’ so that’s going to 
be our central piece,” he said. 

The concert will also feature 
“Epinicion,” a piece based on a 
Greek war cry that has no time or 
key signature. “It’s a chance to push 
people’s ears and get them to listen 
to something that they wouldn’t 
normally,” Mr. Milllen said.

Junior Nat Bates said 
“Epinicion” is his favorite piece. 
“It’s a little out there, wierd, and 
interesting at the same time.”
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Scranton sways to rock music

If he’s not teaching photog-
raphy or working in his office in 
the basement of Roberts Theater, 
creative arts teacher Greg Scranton 
is most likely spending his time 
listening to music. Lots of it. 

Growing up with classic 
rock and pop, Mr. Scranton has 
been a music junkie starting 
from a young age. “The first LP I 
purchased with my own money was 
Michael Jackson’s “Thriller” at the 
KO Book Fair in 1983!” he said.

Although he grew up mainly 
with classic rock, Mr. Scranton is a 
big fan of indie music nowadays.

“My origins are with Jimi 
Hendrix, Led Zeppelin, The 
Grateful Dead, The Doors,” he 
said. “Lots of classic rock. What I 
found most interesting about that 
time period was when I would read 
about an artist like Led Zeppelin, 
they would talk about these other 
groups [and artists], and I’m like, 
‘Who the heck is Robert Johnson?’ 
He’s like the guy who they attribute 
to selling your soul to play music.”

This research, reading, and 
digging for samples is how Mr. 
Scranton has developed his music 

taste and found new artists over 
time. Mr. Scranton cited Jimi 
Hendrix as an example, of a musi-
cian who talked about playing 
with Sam Cooke and about his 
different musical influences.

Mr.  Scranton said he 
gets into a research loop and it 
always leads him further down. 

“For me, that’s what’s most 
interesting,” he said. “Not the 
bands on the top, but what influ-
ences them and makes them tick.”

One of Mr. Scranton’s 
favorite examples of a common 
sample is the Amen break. The 

Amen break is a four-bar drum 
solo recorded by Gregory Coleman 
in the song “Amen, Brother” by 
The Winstons, released in 1969. It 
has been sampled in many hip hop 
songs, including “Straight Outta 
Compton” by N.W.A. Having been 
sampled well over 2,000 times, the 
Amen break changed sampling in 
music, especially hip hop, forever.

“This drum beat, when 
it breaks, was the beginning of 
almost all hip hop,” said Mr. 
Scranton, “and that set a course 
for the rest of hip hop music, 
and to me that is so awesome!”

Mr. Scranton doesn’t just dig 
through interviews and samples, 
and listen to indie music, however.

“I like a lot of stuff that’s 
underground, that’s not main-
stream. I totally dig some main-
stream music, but far less than I 
do stuff on the fringes. Not today’s 
mainstream music,” he said. “I’m 
seeing PJ Harvey soon in Phila-
delphia, and she’s about as main-
stream as it gets [for me],” he said. 
“Think of her as like Amy Wine-
house, but from 20 to 30 years ago 
and a little more edgy. She doesn’t 
have the soulful voice, but she’s 
more rough around the edges.”

Mr. Scranton said he likes 
listening to music in his office at 
home, often on vinyl, which he 
enjoys more than digital music.

“I’m less of a format snob 
than I am a genre snob, to which 
I will admit,” he said. “However, 
vinyl is as close to a literal trans-
lation of the music as you can 
get with the microscopic sound 
waves etched into the vinyl 
itself, whereas digital formats 
are lossy and sometimes heavily 
compressed to the point where 
it sounds like you’re listening to 
the music inside a sewer pipe.”

Scranton’s Selections:

by Neil Hemnani ’18

“The United States of  
     America” by The United  
     States of America. 
“Daydream Nation” by Sonic    
     Youth 
“Dinsaur” by Dinosaur Jr. 
“Pangaea” by Miles Davis 
“Loveless” by My Bloody       
     Valentine 
“The Piper at the Gates of      
     Dawn” by Pink Floyd 
“Physical Graffiti” by Led    
     Zeppelin
“Spiderland” by Splint

Mr. Scranton shows off his vintage Ipod and vinyl. Photo by Nat Bates’18.

Fashionista of the Month: 
senior Abby McGuire 

Whether she is scoring on 
the lacrosse field, playing in the 
orchestra, or hanging out with her 
sixth-grade advisee group, senior 
Abby McGuire is always dressed 
to impress. Abby is a fashion icon 
around campus, making her this 
issue’s Fashionista of the Month. 

Abby says that her ward-
robe comes from a variety of 
stores. While her favorite place to 
shop is Urban Outfitters, she said 
that she also frequents Madewell, 
Nordstroms, and Lucky Brand. 

Her favorite clothing choice 
is a black cardigan from Nord-
strom. Abby said she loves this 
sweater because it serves as a staple 
for a variety of outfits. “It goes with 
just about everything,” she said. 

Senior Celia Jarmoc said 
that Abby is extremely talented 
at layering her looks. “Abby 
often combines dark fabrics, with 
lighter jackets or metal jewelry. 
The contrast of colors really 
makes her standout,” Celia said.

by Sasha Bash ’17
 and Alec Rossi ’17

Senior Bonnie Steinberg 
agreed. “Abby always layers her 
outfits to add depth to the look,” 
Bonnie said. “If she wears a simple 
dress, she will add a leather jacket 
or cardigan to polish off the look.”

Abby says one of her favorite 
outfits for school is a black-and-
white checkered quilt dress with 
a black leather jacket and black 
booties. “That is my go-to outfit 
for any dress-up day,” Abby said. 

But when dressing more 
casually for school, Abby says 
she loves to wear her black 
pants with a white long-sleeve 
waffle shirt and vans. “I love 
wearing that outfit to school 
because it is easy and comfort-
able but still stylish,” she said.

In addition to her styling 
prowess, Abby often utilizes 
other props and accessories to 
enhance her look. For example, 
Abby always carries around a 
large Starbuck’s travel mug so she 
can stay hydrated and fashion-
able at the same time. The sleek, 
matte black coloring provides 
contrast to the lighter fabrics and 
matches with all of her outfits. 

Abby’s fashionable mug 
has been noticed by her peers. 
“Seeing Abby’s signature matte 
black travel mug is honestly 
the highlight of my day, every 
day,” senior Noah Stanton said. 

In addition to her travel mug, 
Abby loves jewelry, such as chokers 
and bracelets. She also sports 
multiple rings. “I love wearing 
jewelry because it is an easy way 
to spice up an outfit,” Abby said.  

Abby’s style is reminiscent 
of New York City daily fashion. 
“Abby has a trendy New York vibe 
to her style, but she doesn’t over do 
it, ” senior Manisha Satheesh said. 

Senior Abby McGuire stands tall in a 
stylish leather coat. Photo by Angie 
DeLucia ’18.

Single-sex classes? A-OK!
While one might think 

an all-boys class would be jam 
packed with shenanigans and an 
all-girls class would be filled with 
chatter, the two single-sex classes 
at KO this year have proven that, 
regardless of the make-up of the 
class, students will work dili-
gently and be determined to learn.

Last semester, English 
teacher Ron Monroe taught 

a n upperclass elective called 
“Crossing New Frontiers,” 
which centered around fiction 
of the American West. This 
year the class was all boys.  

On the other hand, English 
teacher Asha Appel currently 
teaches an all-girls senior thesis 
class called “Descendents of 
Holden,” a course focused on 
literature of youthful alienation.

Both Mr. Monroe and Ms. 
Appel said the dynamic of their 
classes differed from a co-ed class.

“I think that this particular 
class requires a sense of trust, 
and, as a result, kids become 
really close,” Ms. Appel said.

Girls in the class said 
they feel comfortable and trust 

one another. “Everyone here 
has real conversations and isn’t 
worried about what they say,” 
senior Meghan Dalton said.

Ms. Appel said the class is 
raw and allows girls to let their 
weaknesses and fears show. “Girls 
feel like they are being judged 
around guys, so we curve a bit 
of our best selves,” Ms. Appel 
said. “When girls have all-girls 
classes they feel like learners.” 

Some students in the all-
girls class said they felt more 
comfortable focusing on feminist 
ideas in their senior theses. “It’s 
fun to be in a class where you 
could be like, ‘Yeah I’m a femi-
nist,’” senior Faith Pease said.

Dur ing  c lass  d i scus-
sion, girls said they could be 
more open and discuss more 
personal experiences because 
they were all girls. In the class-
room, students said they felt safer.

Some students in the all-boys 
class said they felt less pressure 
when talking about certain issues. 

“At some points there 
were things in the book that were 
degrading toward women, and 
usually we would tip toe around 
the subject, but I felt like we could 
discuss the material openly,” 
junior Keegan Toland said.

Mr. Monroe said the boys 
class was just like any other class 
when it came to the work ethic of 
the students. “It wasn’t locker room 
talk or ‘Let’s talk about sports all 
day.’ It was just as focused as any 
other class,” Mr. Monroe said.

Students said they felt a 
marked difference.  “It seemed like 
people were less worried about what 
they said because there weren’t 
girls in the class,” Keegan said.

Female  s tuden ts  had 
similar responses. “I don’t 
think about what I’m saying 

by Taline Norsigian ’19

Even then, Mr. Scranton 
often listens to music on his 
iTunes and spotify. So what 
does Mr. Scranton not like?

“I loathe contemporary 
Country or Pop Country or what-
ever music sings about red solo 
cups, patriotism bordering on 
nationalism, and cheeseburgers 
in paradise,” he said. “Other-
wise I am willing to give it a try.”

Mr. Scranton started his 
vinyl collection at a young age, 
and his enthusiasm for researching, 
collecting, and listening to music 
has only grown from there.

“I’d like to think 
that just because 
it was an all-boys 
class it didn’t 
mean the class 
came from one 
point of view.”

– Mr. Monroe

because I don’t think how a 
guy will judge me,” Faith said.

Students from both classes 
said the class was a positive expe-
rience. “It’s more relaxed than 
a co-ed class and everyone was 
friends in the class,” Keegan said.

Senior Grace Miller agreed.  
“The class gave us an opportunity to 
become better friends,” Grace said.

Students from each class 
said they would take a single- 
gender class again. One female 
student even said her favorite 
class was Descendants of Holden.

Prior to coming to KO, 
Mr. Monroe taught at an all-boys 
school and Ms. Appel taught 
at all-girls school. Mr. Monroe 
said part of the reason he came 
to KO was that KO is coed, 

“I think that this 
particular class 
requires a sense 
of trust and, as 
a result, kids 
become really 
close.”

– Ms. Appel

while Ms. Appel was not neces-
sarily looking for a coed school.

“I’d like to think that, just 
because it was an all-boys class, 
it didn’t mean the class came 
from one point of view. Everyone 
is different,” Mr. Monroe said.

While in each class the 
English books, teacher, and subject 
were the same as in previous years, 
the experiences students had 
this year were clearly different.
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If you thought senior 
Ambika Natarajan was well into 
her senior slide, think again.

While Ambika’s daily 
routine may include some Frisbee 
throwing or hanging out on the 
Senior Green from time to time, 
most of her day is filled with clubs 
and varsity sports commitments.  

Ambika is one of six 
students on the council for the 
United Students club, an active 
member in Model United Nations, 
a designated leader in the Writing 
Center, a participant in GSA, a 
violinist in KO’s orchestra, and to 
top it off, a double varsity athlete.  

Whatever the activity is, 
Ambika pours her heart into 
what she is doing. As a leader 
of United Students, Ambika 
sends out emails to the group, 
plans and facilitates meetings, 
and tries to involve the KO 
community as much as possible.   

Ambika said United Students 
has given her a way to allow 
people to see what she was seeing. 

“United Students is a general 
diversity group that discusses 
issues, such as age, gender, race, 
and socio-economic status,” 
Ambika said. “In the group I 

get to cooperate with others and 
listen to other people’s ideas.”

The drive to join United 
Students came from Ambika’s 
annual trips to India for six weeks 
in the summer during which she 
visits family and strengthens 
he r  cu l tu ra l  background . 

“I think growing up in 
the United States, I always 
h a v e  m y  I n d i a n  c u l t u r e 
w i th  me , ”  Ambika  s a id .

While staying in India, 
Ambika said she saw interac-
tions between both extremes 
on the socio-economic scale.  

From those experiences, 
she became interested in the 
diversity in people’s status and 
threw herself into the group.

Two years ago, Ambika 
attended the Student Diver-
sity Leadership conference 
(SDLC) in Connecticut, where 
she led a discussion group.  

When Ambika was a junior, 
she traveled to Tampa, Fla., for the 
National Student Diversity Lead-
ership Conference, which taught 
students how to lead discussions.  

“From being a part of 
United Students, I gained the 
confidence to take responsibility 
for my actions,” Ambika said.

Ambika joined the council 

for United Students when she 
was a sophomore and led an 
activity for the entire seventh 
grade in which students watched 
a video on economic status and 
discussed what each student 
took away from the video.

In addition to her leadership 
role on United Students, Ambika 
also plays varsity squash in the 
winter and varsity tennis in the 
spring. Ambika truly cares about 
both teams and her teammates. 
“I try to get to know everyone 
on the team,” Ambika said.

Aside from sports, Ambika 
participates in the Model U.N. club 
at KO. Ambika has participated in 
Yale Model U.N. for the past two 
years and facilitated KO Model 
U.N. (a middle school confer-
ence) for the past three years.

“I love helping out the 
middle schoolers and facili-
tating their discussions so they 
can learn more,” Ambika said.

To add to the never-ending 
list of Ambika’s involvement, 
she is also a designated leader 
in the writing center. Further-
more, Ambika achieved Cum 
Laude because of her deter-
mination to do well in school.

Students and teachers alike 
have noticed her tireless effort.  

Student Leader of the Month: Ambika Natarajan
by Taline Norsigian ’19 “She is very well know for initia-

tive and carrying out ideas,” said 
freshman Juanita Asapokhai, 
who is a part of United Students. 
“Whenever we have an event, 
Ambika sends out the emails.”

Senior Cassie T-Pederson 
agreed. “She’s the person who gets 
the ball rolling and keeps us on track 
to plan meetings,” Cassie said.

Not only is Ambika driven 
to lead United Students, but 
she also has years of experi-
ence with the group and cares 
tremendously about it. “Ambika 
genuinely cares about us and 
United Students,” Cassie said.

Director of Diversity, 
Inclusion, and Cultural Compe-
tency Joan Edwards, the faculty 
advisor of United Students, 
described Ambika as reserved, 
yet diligent and thoughtful. 

“In the beginning she was 
quiet and I remember saying, ‘Your 
quiet voice will command people’s 
attention because they’ll have to 
lean in to listen,” Ms. Edwards said.

Ms. Edwards said Ambika is 
not a flashy person who tries to boost 
her ego, but someone who genu-
inely cares about the KO commu-
nity and never lets people down.

“I think it’s good to be 
the person who has the incen-

tive to stand up for an issue that 
the person feels needs atten-
tion,” Ambika said. “In a way a 
leader resembles vulnerability.”

Ambika’s influence on KO 
has not only reached the Upper 
School, but also the Middle 
School, showing all students that 
when you take risks for what 
you believe in, you will be a 
leader far beyond high school.

Senior Ambika Natarajan is a leader 
of United Students and the writing 
center.   Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

How do you spend your 
snow days? Do you catch up on 
homework? Do you play outside? 
Or do you just spend the day 
sleeping as much as you can?

For senior Julia Gold-
smith, her tradition on snow 
days  has  a lways  been to 
bake any type of dessert . 

On one particular snow day 
during her freshman year (2013-
2014), Julia and her older sister tried 
making sugar cookies with royal 
icing, which became their go-to 
baked good. Eventually, this tradi-
tion grew into a booming business.

R i g h t  b e f o r e  M a r c h 
break, Julia taught a class at the 
Grace Academy in Hartford, 
an all-girls school for grades 
five through eight. In the class 
students learned how to make 
her signature cookies and the key 
aspects of how to run a business.

Ju l i a ’s  mom,  Laur i e 
Goldsmith, had already been 
volunteering at the school. At 
her suggestion, Julia came in 
during an early Thursday to 
talk to the girls at the school. 

Julia discussed not only 
her cookie business, but also how 
she will attend Tulane University 
next fall and the sports she plays.

After Julia’s talk with the 
students, the principal took her 
aside and asked her if she could 
teach a class on how to make 
her cookies. Without any hesi-
tation, Julia said she would.

She gave a presentation 
about herself and the business, 
and then performed a nerve-

racking demonstration showing the 
girls how she baked her cookies.

“I was really nervous that 
they were gonna think it was 
stupid or they wouldn’t be inter-
ested,” said Julia. “When I was 
giving the presentation, I was 
so nervous I couldn’t even write 
straight. But they were going 
crazy for the simplest cookies.”

After that, all the girls made 
their own cookies as Julia walked 
around and helped. In total, the 
group made over 100 cookies 
and used 100 bags of frosting.

Julia said she brought so 
much frosting because she wanted 
the group to go all out with base 
coats, thick coats, and writing. 
Each kid made five or six cookies 
and went home with four bags of 
frosting for their families to enjoy.

The girls ended up being 
very interested during the class, 
which surprised Julia.“After the 
class,” she said, “Three girls went 

up to the principal and said they 
wanted to start their own cookie 
businesses and be just like me.”

However, that wasn’t what 
surprised her most. Julia said 
she was impressed by the girls’ 
generosity with their cookies.

“What I took away,” Julia 
said, “is that teaching girls as sweet 
and as thankful as that taught me 
more than I was teaching them 
because those girls had nothing 
and yet [on] every cookie they 
made, they put someone else’s 
name on it and they wanted to 
give it to that person. One of 
the girls even made a cookie 
for her mom’s boss’s birthday.”

After the class, the girls 
sold the cookies they made in 
order to raise money for St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital.

Julia’s cookie business with 
her sister, which started during 
her freshman year, will stay open 
even though Julia will be attending 
Tulane University this fall. 

Julia said that her sister 
is graduating from college and 
getting her own apartment, so 
she can do big orders from there. 

On top of that, Tulane has 
extremely long breaks. Julia said 
break is when she gets the bulk 
of her orders, so she’ll be able 
to work during that time as well.

Now, some of you may 
be asking, do Julia and her 
sister want to turn the cookie 
business into a full-time gig?

Julia said her sister and 
herself joke about it all the time.

“That would be so much 
fun,” she said, “but we don’t have 
any definite plans right now.”

Goldsmith teaches cookie 
art at Grace Academy 
by Neil Hemnani ’18

Julia Goldsmith and her sister run a 
cookie-decorating business. Photo 
courtesy of Julia Goldsmith’17.

RTS room shut 
down indefinitely
by Neil Hemnani ’18

If you spend time in the base-
ment of Roberts or just walk through 
its halls, you’ve definitely seen 
the RTS room, located in R-009.

Opened in 2010, RTS was 
a place where students could 
come together to play computer 
games on a local area network.

Earlier this month, RTS and 
the room right next to it, nicknamed 
the “Based Playground,” were 
indefinitely closed due to inappro-
priate behavior, such as yelling, 
cursing, inappropriate jokes, and 
disrespect of school property.

Mr. Gilyard said that the 
behavior in the room has been a 
problem throughout the year, and  
that he has been getting complaints 
from different people on campus, 
including admissions and faculty.

“After those conversations,” 
he said, “what was the final straw 
was that I got three emails in a row, 
and so I was, like, ‘These conver-
sations aren’t working, and I can’t 
put an adult in there, so I’m going 
to have to close this place down.’ ”

Junior Varun Tankala agreed 
with Mr. Gilyard’s decision.

“I definitely feel like it was 
a completely appropriate deci-
sion on Mr. Gilyard’s part,” Varun 
said. “We’ve had multiple warn-
ings, so it was honestly unsur-
prising when he closed it down.”

School Counselor Chas-
tity Rodriguez said that kids 
should be able to handle their 
own conflicts, but the line 
in RTS was being crossed.

Mr. Gilyard agreed.“I want 
students to be able to handle their 

own conflicts,” he said, “but if you 
ask someone to stop and they don’t, 
then there’s a respect issue. That, 
human-to-human wise, is an issue.”

Ms. Rodriguez said she 
believes the room became prob-
lematic because the part of RTS 
with the computers was closed, 
pushing everyone into the small 
space of Based Playground. In 
addition, the seniors who occu-
pied the room last school year were 
more mindful of their behavior.

Jun io r  L i ly  Hammer 
agreed and also suggested 
reopening the larger computer 
room because people have 
been known to use that room 
more responsibly  in past years.

Ms. Rodriguez said she 
thinks that part of the problem 
is that students are afraid to 
report bad behavior in the room.

“You can report inap-
propriate behavior according to 
the handbook, but kids avoid 
that because of the culture of 
snitching,” she said. “Snitching 
is when you tell on somebody 
that’s doing something that’s 
only hurting themselves, not 
anyone else. That’s snitching.”

Ms. Rodriguez said that she 
thinks the room will stay closed 
until students come together, create 
a proposal to open the room, and 
bring it to her and Mr. Gilyard.

Mr. Gilyard said he wants 
to educate the KO community 
about the Student Handbook 
so that students use it more to 
report innapropriate behavior.

“Sometimes kids make a poor 
choice,” he said, “but I like to think 
that kids are cognizant and aware.”
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Solomon’s surprising story
by Emma Smith ’18

If your afternoon study 
sessions tend to reach the point 
of being boisterous, you might 
not be fond of the voice telling 
you to “Please quiet down or 
find another place to work.” 

We’ve all been there. But 
Upper School Librarian Nancy 
Solomon’s role on campus is 
greater than simply making sure 
the library is a quiet and produc-
tive learning environment. 

In her 21st year at KO, 
Mrs. Solomon spends most of 
her time in the library, where 
she works and meets with 
her freshman advisee group. 

Even if you do not person-
ally know Mrs. Solomon now, the 
whole KO community will get 
the chance to hear from her as the 
Commencement Speaker in the 
spring. Mrs. Solomon said that 
though she has not written anything 
down yet, she has a good idea 
about what she would like to say. 

Her job involves organizing 
books in a logical manner, making 
sure that the school has up-to-date 
sources any time a teacher decides 
to cover a new topic, and instructing 
students on the most effective ways 
to research and use the material 
she has made available to them. 

Before working at KO, 
Mrs. Solomon worked at a variety 
of fascinating jobs. She double 
majored in economics and elemen-
tary education, two of her greatest 
interests, and began her career 

as an elementary school teacher. 
After having children of 

her own, Mrs. Solomon worked 
part time, taking on whatever 
job seemed interesting to her. As 
a highly intelligent and qualified 
person, Mrs. Solomon had the 
chance to work as an assistant to 
the head of an architectural firm, 
a church secretary, and a chil-
dren’s librarian at a public library. 

Among all her fascinating 
endeavors, Mrs. Solomon said 
that her favorite job was working 
with a group of young Japa-
nese women studying at college. 

She said her duty was 
mainly to ensure that they would 
be comfortable as citizens in the 
U.S., a country that is cultur-

ally very different from Japan. 
Mrs. Solomon said she 

enjoyed this challenge immensely. 
“For the final exam,” she said,  “we 
went to the mall where I had set 
up a scavenger hunt for them with 
store owners. They had to approach 
Americans and be nosy in order 
to find out information, which is 
not what they were used to doing. 
It was a really fun experience.” 

Mrs. Solomon also said 
she has fond memories of her 
time as a children’s librarian. 

“When I worked there,” 
she said, “I started the toddler 
story hours. They had never had 
story hours for children younger 
than three, but I took them at 18 
months. I had gotten toy musical 

instruments, and at the very 
first story hour we had a parade 
through the entire library and we 
made so much noise. I thought I 
might be fired, but the children 
loved it, the parents loved it, and 
the patrons in the library loved it.” 

Now that she works at  KO, 
Mrs. Solomon spends more time 
suppressing noise than she does 
making it (for a good reason, 
because it is, after all, a library). 
Mrs. Solomon said that her 
favorite part of her job is working 
individually with students. She 
is very committed to supplying 
the KO community with valid 
and convincing sources on either 

side of any topic, so that students 
can learn and form their own 
opinions without being unfairly 
influenced one way or another. 

“Ever since I was a kid I’ve 
always loved solving puzzles,” 
she said, “and that’s how I view 
research. It’s like someone gives 
me a situation that I know nothing 
about, and it’s exciting for me to 

Mrs. Solomon poses in the library. Photo by Nat Bates ’18
“She is honestly 
one of the most 
approachable 
people I’ve ever 
met in my life,”
– Gabrielle Ruban

learn about it. Every day someone 
comes with something new, so 
I get to interact with all these 
different people all day and get to 
know them on a one to one level, 
and solve mysteries at the same 
time. It’s the perfect job for me.”

Mrs. Solomon’s love for her 
job is infectious. Junior Gabrielle 
Ruban, who was a member of Mrs. 
Solomon’s advisee group during 
her freshman and sophomore years, 
said that Mrs. Solomon has been a 
great mentor to her in many ways. 

“She is honestly one of the 
most approachable people I’ve 
ever met in my life,” Gabrielle 
said. “Whenever I have an issue, 
even now that she’s not my current 
advisor, I feel like I can go to her 
with anything. Even with papers, 
she’s one of the best people to 
go to, since she’s always good 
about giving you great sources.” 

Junior Kevin Augustine, 
another member of Mrs. Solo-
mon’s advisee group last year, 
said he admires how generous and 
compassionate Mrs. Solomon is. 
“Mrs. Solomon arranged a baby 
shower for Mr. and Mrs. Baker,” 
Kevin said, “and it was a complete 
surprise to them. She got gifts, 
bought baby books, bought them 
a cradle, and there were balloons 
and a cake. She coordinated the 
whole thing. It was one of the most 
memorable moments for me.” 

Are you curious about 
what you might learn from 
her? You may just have to 
quiet down, sit still, and listen. 

Restaurant Review: 
Monte Alban is éxcito
by Jaden DiMauro ’20

Tucked away on Farm-
ington Avenue in Hartford is 
a little Mexican restaurant, 
Monte Alban. The exterior 
draws the eye with its vibrant 
colors reminiscent of Mexico. 

Upon entering, we were met 
with a cheerful smile and relaxing 
music that made us feel at home 
instantly. The inside of the restau-
rant is covered in Spanish-style tile 
and beautiful artwork that made the 
jam packed restaurant feel open. 

For appetizers we ordered 
the chips and guac and were not 
disappointed. The chips (obviously 
handmade), gave that satisfying 
crunch we all know and love. The 
guacamole itself was a spectacular 
marriage of flavors and textures. 

The smooth chunks of 
avocado, melded seamlessly with 
the sweet tomatoes and spicy 
onions, giving off a zesty hint 
of lime. The dish was accom-
panied by a small portion of 
salsa that offered a sweet and 
spicy alternative to the guac. 

The entrees were just as 
satisfying as the appetizers. The 
tostada bowl did not look like 
much at first glance, but rather 
a pile of lettuce, tomatoes and 
beans. However, when cut into, 
we discovered a warm, crunchy 

layer of tortilla at the bottom. 
The cool, creamy avocado and 
sour cream on top balanced 
out the cruch of the tortilla and 
lettuce, creating the perfect bite. 

“This crunchy 
delight – an 
explosion of 
flavors – made it 
a highlight of the 
meal.”
– Jaden DiMauro

The veggie quesadilla 
was a pressed tortilla wrap with 
sauteed onions, peppers, mush-
rooms and broccoli, seasoned 
with traditional Mexican spices, 
salt and pepper, and served 
with guacamole. This crunchy 
delight – an explosion of flavors 
– made it a highlight of the meal. 

Monte Alban is located at 
531 Farmington Ave., in Hart-
ford. They are open seven days 
a week. Their phone number 
is 860-523-7423 and they can 
be found on the web at: http://
montealbanhartford.com.

Future of the fieldhouse
by Emma Smith ’18

The Hoffman Fieldhouse, 
the newest and brightest addition 
to the KO campus, is something 
different to every student. It is 
known as the old hockey rink, 
the new home of IBA, the indoor 
track, and even (unofficially) the 
Dayna Lord Memorial Stadium. 

The field house offers a 
variety of amenities. Not only is 
it home to four tennis courts, but 
it also includes three basketball 
courts, locker rooms, a confer-
ence room with a television, a 
dance studio, and a fitness center.

During the spring season, the 
main inhabitants of the fieldhouse 
are the boys and girls varsity tennis 
teams. Girls Varsity Tennis Head 
Coach Ronald Garcia said that the 
team has been greatly enjoying 
the new space. “I think it’s more 
fun to be in the new facility than 
the old facility,” Coach Garcia 
said. “Fun creates enthusiasm, 
and enthusiasm creates winners.” 

Members of the tennis 
team also gave positive feed-
back about the new courts. Junior 
Harry Krause, who plays boys JV 
tennis, said the vibrant facility 
brings new energy to their prac-
tice. “The courts are much flatter 
and cleaner,” he said. “Practice 
is much more fun because the 
game feels fresh on a new court.” 

Senior Ambika Natarajan, a 

member of the girls varsity tennis 
team, said that she thinks the 
new fieldhouse reflects the tennis 
program’s legacy of success. “I 
think it’s a really good repre-
sentation of the team,” she said. 
“It’s brand new, which I think is 
good because the team has been 
doing so well for so many years.” 

Players also said that 
they love the speaker and sound 
system, allowing the boys and 
girls tennis teams to listen to 
their own music during practice, 
which they said brings energy 
and adds to the motivation to win. 

Though athletes are gener-
ally very enthusiastic about the 
new fieldhouse, they also had 
some suggestions to offer. “I 
feel like there could be more 
bleachers,” Ambika said. “It 
would be fun if there were more, 
especially for bigger events 
so more people could come.” 

Girls varsity tennis player 
sophomore Molly Baron said she 
is looking forward to the field-
house being fully functional. “I 
really like the gym,” she said, 
“because people can watch us 
and exercise at the same time, but 
unfortunately it’s not open yet.” 

Director of Athletics Debbie 
Fiske said that while feedback 
about the new fieldhouse is over-
whelmingly positive, it is still 
a work in progress. “You can’t 
make everybody happy,” she said, 

“but it’s been very well received. 
When everything really comes 
together, I feel like I’ll be able 
to take a deep breath and really 
enjoy it, but it does feel like 
all those hours are paying off.” 

Even with all the beautiful 

new features, Mrs. Fiske had no 
trouble picking out her favorite 
aspect of the new facility. “It’s 
the hospitality room,” she said, 
“because it’s for eating and social-
izing and doing things. I think 
that’s what gets people excited 
to congregate and talk about 
athletics, and that’s what I’m 
really looking forward to seeing.”

Whatever the fieldhouse has 
to offer you, whether it be a place 
to practice and compete, fitness 
equipment to stay in shape, or even 
a spot to meet with people over 
food, its state-of-the-art accom-
modations are sure to help you 
perform at your highest potential. 

 “Practice is 
much more fun 
because the game 
feels fresh on a 
new court.” 

– Harry Krause
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O’Loughlin excels at world debate tourney 
On April 3, senior Connor 

O’Loughlin flew to Sydney, 
Australia to compete in the 
World Individual Debating and 
Public Speaking Champion-
ships (WIDPSC). He returned on 
April 17 after touring Sydney and 
participating in the competition.

Connor  qual i f ied  for 
this debate during the Inter-
national Independent Schools 

Public Speaking Competition, 
which took place in October. 

There, he was a finalist for 
two out of the three events he 
competed in (After Dinner and 
Impromptu Speaking), and he 
was the second place American 
speaker of the entire competition. 

At  WIDPSC,  Connor 
also did extremely well. He 
competed in four events: Inter-
pretive Reading, After Dinner 
speech, Impromptu Speaking, 
and Parliamentary Debate. 

Of these categories, both 
After Dinner and Interpretive 
Reading are prepared events. 
For After Dinner, Connor wrote 
a five-minute satirical speech, 
and for Interpretive Reading, he 
selected and abridged the story 
“Nipple Jesus” by Nick Hornby. 
Connor scored in the top quar-
tile of speakers, and he was a 
finalist in Interpretive Reading. 

“Nipple Jesus is a good 
story,” said Connor. “It’s one 
of only two that I’ve read 
that has changed the way I’ve 
thought about something.”

By listening to other 
speakers and debaters, Connor 
says he learned a lot about different 
cultures and styles of debate. For 
example, Connor described how 
certain debaters will twist a reso-
lution to fit something that they 
want to debate about. Connor 
says that the general atmosphere 

of the debate was actually quite 
friendly. “Everyone was really 
nice,” he said. “In the competi-
tion, it definitely got competitive, 
but people still had a good time.” 

Other than competing at 
WIDPSC, Connor was able to 
explore Sydney. “After adjusting 
to the time difference (14 
hours), I climbed the Sydney 
Bridge, saw the Sydney Opera 
House, and I went to the zoo.” 

Connor describes the high-
light of his trip, however, as 
seeing a platypus. “Going in, my 
goal was not to win or to place; 
it was to see a platypus. And I 
did. I saw two separate platypi.”

Connor has been a part of 
Forensic Union for four years 
(he is currently one of the presi-
dents), and he says that public 
speaking has helped him a lot. 
“I think that public speaking is 
one of the most valuable skills 
you can have, other than not 
being a bad person,” he said.

English teacher and Forensic 
Union teacher Michelle Schloss 
says that Connor’s enthusiasm has 
led him to be successful during his 
time as a part of Forensic Union. 

“He’s able to demon-
strate that it’s OK to put your-
self out there in a way that 
can feel uncomfortable,” she 
said, “which flying across the 
world and debating with people 
you don’t know definitely is.”

Accepted students 
get a feel for KO

On Friday March 31, 50 
accepted students and their fami-
lies visited KO for the day.  They 
experienced and learned about the 
various aspects of student life; the 
prospective students also went 
through a comprehensive program 
to see everything KO has to offer.

The students attended 
a mini VQV session led by 
School Counselor Chastity 
Rodriguez and interacted with 
other prospective students. 

Then, they attended an 
academic panel led by current KO 
students, Math Department Chair 
Sandra Goss, English Depart-
ment Chair Margaret Kasprak, 
Director of Diversity, Inclusion, 
and Cultural Competency Joan 
Edwards, and Associate Head of 
School Natalie Demers. Finally, 
the students went to lunch with a 
student host and attended a class. 

The parents also attended 
a separate academic panel and 
heard about how students engage 
and balance their studies with 
extracurriculars and sports. 
Both groups started and ended 
with combined assemblies.

Director of Enrollment 
Management Sharon Gaskin 
said that it was an enjoyable day. 
“It was all about thinking about 
if KO is a good fit academi-
cally and socially,” she said. 

Freshman Alyssa Pilecki 
said she enjoyed having a an 
accepted student shadow herfor the 
morning. “I liked bringing around 
a shadow and showing her all the 
great aspects of KO,” she said.

Junior Justine Strom agreed 
that it was a great time. “It’s nice to 
see some new faces and to get to talk 
the incoming students,” she said. 

Ms.  Gaskin said that 
Accepted Students Day was quite 
successful and all the feedback 
was positive. Most of all, she said 
that KO students sold the place. 

Ms. Demers agreed. “The 
students were incredible,” she said.

Sophomore Erin Bowen 
said that she thoroughly enjoyed 
the day. “Everyone worked hard to 
make sure the day ran smoothly, 
and I think it overall [was] really 
successful,” she said. “I had a great 
time answering questions and 
showing them around the school.” 

Alyssa said the best part 
was the musical performances 
at the end. “Everyone there 
did an amazing job,” she said.

Justine agreed that the 
performances at the end balanced 
the day out. “I think it was orga-
nized pretty well and it was a 
bunch of information to take 
in all in one day, but they did 
have enjoyable entertainment 
like the musical performances 
at the end of the day,” she said.

Erin said that she thought 

the program was worth it and 
completely effective. “I think 
Accepted Students Day is a 
great opportunity for possible 
incoming students to get a feel for 
the school community,” she said.

Ms. Gaskin said they 
didn’t make any major changes 
to last year’s program. “We 
took the best from last year 
and made fun edits,” she said. 
“This year was cool because 
the field house just opened.”

Justine said that everyone had 
a great time despite the rain that day.

Alyssa agreed. “My shadow 
was very engaged and was listening 
and answering questions,” she said. 

by Aparajita Kashyap ’18

“He’s able to 
demonstrate that 
it’s OK to put 
yourself out there 
in a way that can 
feel uncomfort-
able, which flying 
across the world 
and debating with 
people you don’t 
know definitely 
is.”

– Ms. Schloss Connor O’Laughlin salutes his native land at the World Individual 
Debating and Public Speaking Championships in Sydney. Photo courtesy 
of Mrs. O’Laughlin. 

by Esha Kataria ’20

Car display 
fights cancer

Roaring engines and rare, 
expensive, flashy sports cars are not 
exactly what come to mind when 
you think about fighting cancer.

But senior Ben Coady has 
successfully combined car shows 
with his passion for cancer research, 
producing a program that provides 
societal benefit, while giving the 
community the opportunity to 
see a vast array of different cars.

On Saturday, May 13, 
in the Trout Brook parking 
lot, local car dealerships and 
private collectors will display 
30 to 40 cars in an effort to raise 
awareness about colon cancer.

Last year, Ben started a 
program called Cars Against 
Colon Cancer to raise dona-
tions for the American Cancer 
Society. “The program is mean-
ingful to me because my grand-
mother has colon cancer,” he said. 

A v a r i e t y  o f  c a r s , 
including American muscle 
cars and new exotic cars, 
will be on display, said Ben. 

The cars will be supplied 
by a combination of local car 
dealerships such as New Country 
Motors and Miller Motor-
cars and private collectors.

Last year, the program 
was very successful, said Ben. 
He said he was able to collect 

by Benjamin Small ’19 a total of $3,500 in donations. 
The admission to the event is 
free, but donations are encour-
aged. Ben said a table will be 
set up where people can donate.

A car show is a successful 
way of engaging people and 
raising donations, said Ben. “I 
think people just enjoy cars, 
and cars bring people together.”

A number of KO fami-
lies have volunteered their 
cars for the show. “The Peter-
sons and Gallicks will  be 
displaying their cars,” said Ben.

S o p h o m o r e  R y a n 
Peterson said that his grandfa-
ther will be volunteering some 
of his antique American cars. 

“He’ll bring his 1934 
Ford and his 1965 Corvette,” 
said Ryan. “And his friends will 
bring four to five other cars.” 

After Ben graduates, Ryan 
said he plans to lead Cars Against 
Colon Cancer. “This is my second 
year helping Ben with the car show, 
and I hope to take his role as the 
leader after he graduates,” he said. 

Ryan said that fighting colon 
cancer is a worthy pursuit and 
that as many people as possible 
should support the event. He said 
that he is eager to ensure that the 
event runs smoothly, while raising 
awareness and money. “It’s a 
good cause,” he said. “Everyone 
should come out to support it.”

Ms. Gaskin said that she 
has received several contracts 
since Accepted Students Day. 
“It’s both exciting and nerve-
racking for us all at the same 
time,” she said. “It looks like the 
kids that have been accepted are 
a talented group of kids who will 
add to the diversity we have in 
terms of talents and strengths.” 

“The kids that 
have been 
accepted are a 
talented group.”  
        – Ms. Gaskin
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O’Loughlin excels at world debate tourney 

The decision that King-
swood Oxford’s international 
students make to leave the 
country they know and love to 
move halfway across the world 
often goes underappreciated. 

For many of us, leaving 
the country for a vacation is 
the biggest trip that we will 
make in our adolescence. KO’s 
foreign students manage to 
take the change all in stride. 
This is the second year that KO 
has had a significant international 
student population. Below is an 
examination of how the process 
works from deciding to study 
abroad to starting school at KO.

Deciding to come to America
Why do people decide to 

leave in the first place? Everyone 
has their own motivations, but 
many students leave for two main 
reasons: to experience life in a 
different culture and to learn in a 
different kind of education system.

“I studied English when 
I was very young, like, since 
kindergarten,” said junior Angela 
Yang. “I’m really familiar with it, 
and I wanted to further my study.” 

She added, “I also really 
liked the methods that Ameri-
cans teach . . . In China it’s more 
about exams; here it’s about like 
different fields of stuff and they 
value more than the score (which 
can be bad sometimes), but I just 
felt like that was my kind of thing.”

Junior Leon Liu expressed 
similar feelings. “I like the educa-
tion system here better than the 
one in China,” he said. Both of his 
parents studied in the U.S. for at 
least two years and he had been to 
the U.S. when he was very young. 

Both of those reasons made 
him want to return to the U.S. 
to study in high school. “Since 
I was very young,” he said, “I 
was planning to come here, and 
the goal is to go to college and 
probably stay here for the rest 
of my life, but I don’t know.”

Leon said that the Amer-
ican system is more independent. 
“It requires less task skills,” he 
said. “The Chinese system looks 
more at the test scores and less 

by Adam Ovian ’18

KO’s International Students: 
Why and how do they come?

on your skills and abilities as 
individuals. Here you’re looked 
at as a well rounded person.” 

    Finding schools
As more and more students 

have left China to study inter-
nationally, an industry of inter-
national student agencies to 
advise students has cropped up. 

These agencies help students 
find schools and help them 
communicate with them. They 
also guide students through the 
process of applying to schools, 
and they connect Chinese students 
with American families who 
want to become host families.

Many students find their 
services helpful because they 
may be unsure where to look 
at the start of the process. 

Others, like Leon, found 
Kingswood Oxford without direct 
help from an agency. “I didn’t 
go to an organization at first for 
picking schools, because I never 
trusted them. One of my mom’s 
friends worked at an organiza-
tion and she recommended some 
schools to me, and one of them 
was Kingswood Oxford, and 
I looked into it and it matched 
me and my scores, my expecta-
tions, the location, and every-
thing, so I came here,” said Leon. 

Leon said that he distrusts 
these organizations because 

he thinks that they can be too 
impersonal and don’t make an 
effort to get to know their clients. 
Although, it should be noted 
that he communicated indi-
rectly with an organization by 
speaking to his mom’s friend. 

But Director of Diversity, 
Inclusion and Cultural Compe-
tency Joan Edwards said these 
organizations can be beneficial 
to families starting the process.

“Students who are relocating 
from another country sometimes 
hire an educational consultant or 
a consultant organization to make 
it easier for them to figure which 
schools, which regions they want 
to apply to,” she said. “This is 
the same with those international 
student organizations, and we 
partner with three we have vetted 
and we have working relation-
ships with, so they know the type 
of students that we’re looking 
for in terms of their academic 
ability, their readiness to be 
involved in all areas of the school.”

KO works with three inter-
national agencies: AIEP, Nacel 
Open Door, and Ivy International. 
Many boarding schools with larger 
programs have their own resources 
to take care of the entire process, 
but because KO’s program is 
smaller they work with agen-
cies who are able to provide this 
kind of administrative assistance.

     Applying to KO
Admissions takes into 

consideration the number of 

foreign students they want to 
accept, just like any other demo-
graphic at KO. “We have a sense 
of boy-girl [ratio], town. We pay 
attention to those numbers so 
that they don’t get out of control 
with any group. So international 
students are just another cohort 
like that,” said Ms. Edwards. 

She said that KO also looks 
for students who are strong English 
speakers. “We have a sense of how 
many students are interested in us, 
she said, “and we make sure that 
they are admissible, particularly 
around the level of English they 
can speak, because we don’t offer 
English as a second language… 
For us the students have to be really 
very adept and skillful at speaking, 
reading, and writing English, 
keeping in mind that they’re not 
going to be as fluent, especially 
when they get here as [compared 
to] an American student.”

    Applying for Visas
For anyone who wishes 

to study in the U.S., they must 
attain an F1 student visa. King-
swood Oxford is able to grant 
s tudent  visas through our 
Primary Designated School 
Officer (PDSO) Joan Edwards.

“It’s an official role with the 
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity (DHS),” she said, “and I am 
the school’s representative to the 
government in terms of making 
sure that all of the rules and regula-
tions about the fair and legal issu-
ance of visas are done correctly.” 

Almost every school, public 
or private, that has international 
student programs has a PDSO. 
Within the DHS, Ms. Edwards 
works with the School Exchange 
and Visitor Program (SEVP) 

which certifies schools to be able 
to grant student visas and enroll 
the recipients in their institutions.

  When they get here
When international students 

are accepted to KO, Interna-
tional Student Coordinator 
Katherine Grossweiner said that 
she works to help international 
students transition smoothly 
into the KO community and to 
support them while they are here. 

“There are a wide range of 
things I do to help support our 
international students,” she said,  
“such as organizing the interna-
tional student orientation at the 
start of the school year, communi-
cating with incoming international 
students over the summer, staying 
in touch with students’ agencies, 
helping organize celebrations of 
traditional Chinese holidays for 
our students, and helping teachers 
with any questions specific to 
international students,” she said. 

While Ms. Grossweiner 
is not an advisor per se, she 
checks in with the interna-
tional students regularly to see 
how they’re doing and to help 
them if they have any questions.

Ms. Edwards encouraged 
students to welcome interna-
tional students to KO. “I want to 
make sure that anybody who is 
reading this article knows how 
phenomenal it has been to have 
this unique cohort of students in 
our school,” she said. “We’ve had 
international students in the school 
for years . . . We’ve had Venezu-
elan and Australian students who 
we’ve had visiting for years. I 
would love for people to just 
know and appreciate the diver-
sity that these students bring.”

KO’s international students pose with school administrators. Pictured, from left: Head of School Dennis Bisgaard, 
junior Angela Yang, Director of Diversity, Inclusion and Cultural Competency Joan Edwards, senior Ophelia Deng, 
sophomore Linda Hu, sophomore Helen Lu, sophomore Rita Zhao, sophmore Katherine Mikaelson, sophmore Tong 
Lei, freshman Jean Wang, sophomore Jack Gao, sophomore Casey Qi, junior Leon Liu, and International Student 
Coordinator Katherine Grossweiner. Photo by Director of Communications and Marketing Jacqueline Pisani .

Numbers of Chinese secondary school students studying the U.S. from April 2014 to March 2017. Data courtesy of the 
Student Exchange Visitor Information System and the Department of Homeland Security.

“The Chinese 
system looks 
more at the test 
scores and less 
on your skills 
and abilities as 
individuals. Here 
you’re looked at 
as a well rounded 
person.” 
     – Leon Liu

• The number of  non-immigrant Chinese    
    students  in the U.S. has increased by       
    30 percent in the last two years
• There are 11 Chinese students at KO.
• Chinese students account for more    
    than 30 percent of the international      
    students in the United States.

 Did you know?
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kids who want to do internships, 
as well as finding businesses that 
would be interested in having 
some of our kids intern there.”

Ms. Goss said that a 
leadersh ip  center  encom-
passing the external intern-
ship program will make it more 
streamlined and accessible. 

She also said that internships 
foster motivation and prioritiza-
tion among participating students. 

“It’s a big responsibility,” 
she said. “It forces kids to think 
about what’s important to them.”

In tandem with the new 
leadership program, Mr. Gilyard 
said he has been working to 
remodel KO’s VQV program, 
named af te r  the  school ’s 
motto, “Vincit qui se vincit.”

“This summer, I worked 
with Ms. Rodriguez to create a 
program for the freshmen that is 
rooted in mindfulness and really 
about getting kids to be intro-
spective, to be reflective,” said 
Mr. Gilyard, “and getting kids to 
understand their world through 
the lens of mindfulness, so they 
examined things like relationships, 
friendships, decision-making, how 
to deal with stress or anxiety.” 

Mr. Gilyard said he feels that 
the VQV program fits nicely under 
the overarching idea of leadership. 
“We’re going to make a seven- 
year course and house it under 
the umbrella of leadership,” he 

Roberts ’59 speaks 
about leadership
Continued from page 1.

Golf aims high, drives 
forward despite losses
by John Leuschner ’18

Driving, chipping and 
putting like PGA players, the 
varsity golf team has now had 
two podium finishes against 
some of New England’s finest.

After  shooting some-
what high in their first match of 
the season this past Saturday, 
April 15, the boys were able 
to rally and improve their 
overall score by five strokes on 
Wednesday, April 19, against 
Westminster, Kent, and Loomis.

The Wyverns had a tough 
Saturday battling Loomis and the 
Gunnery in fair weather and on 
unpredictable greens at Winton-
bury Hills Golf Course. They 
fell to Loomis by 19 strokes 
and to Gunnery nine strokes, 
collectively shooting a 201.

“We’ve focused a lot on 
fundamentals,” said senior Michael 
Loughran, who shot a 42 on 
Saturday. “Golf is very largely a 
skill-related sport, and we all have 
our own areas to work on, whether 
it be putting or hitting a wedge.”

Senior David Yandow led 
the charge, shooting a 38, followed 
by senior Ben Putterman and and 
eighth-grader Henry Krieble 
who both shot 39, Loughran 
who shot a 42, sophomore Garth 
Swanson with 43 and finally 
senior Jacob Brown with a 45. 

“Though we lost  this 

match,  the boys left  with 
style and our heads held high 
knowing anything can happen 
come Wednesday,” said Brown.

B r o w n  w a s  r i g h t , 
as he himself shot a 39 on 
Wednesday, improving six 
strokes from Saturday and 
finishing third in KO’s lineup. 

But it wasn’t only he whose 
score improved; Swanson also shot 
a 37. These scores helped KO to 
take third in this mini-founders 
tournament with an astounding 196.

“Our goal is to shoot under 
190, and, if we improve week to 
week like we have so far we’ll be 
in great shape,” said Swanson.

Golf is as much a psycho-
logical game as it is a skill game 
which this match certainly proved. 
The team battled through varying 
weather on the fairways while each 
golfer kept a positive mindset no 
matter how the last match went, 
which is evident in their scores. 

In a further testament to 
the mental attitude of the team, 
eighth-grader Krieble played No. 
1, directly competing with a golfer 
from Loomis who will be golfing 
for Dartmouth College next year.

Besides attitude, however, 
the team’s strength lies in not only 
in its depth, but also in its character, 
as previously displayed by Brown.

“We have pretty solid depth, 
and anyone can shoot a good score 
at any time,” said Head Coach 

Scott Dunbar. “The guys are all 
confident in each other regard-
less of them all being some-
what new; four of the sox have 
never golfed on varsity before.”

Brown predicted a strong 
second half of the season.“I 
honestly don’t see a whole lot 
of weaknesses and think this 
season is going to be a huge one 
with the way we’re all going at 
it,” he said. “We just need the 
rain to stop so we can get more 
live practice on the course.”

In addition to shooting 
below 190, the boys have some 
trophies they’re vying for this 
season, at both the Founders 
Tournament and the KO Invita-
tional. With these first two matches 
under their belt, they faced Taft 
and Kent yesterday for a show-
down at Watertown Golf Course.

Varsity softball has started 
their season slowly with a 2-3 
record but is looking to improve in 
upcoming games to earn a playoff 
spot at the end of the season.

On Saturday, April 15, the 
team fell to Cheshire Academy 
4-3 in their third loss of the 
season. KO held the lead until the 
last inning when Cheshire scored 
the runs needed to win the game.

Despite the loss, the team 
played well with offensive 
improvement from freshman 
outfielder Trinity Hudson, as 
well as huge performances from 
senior pitcher Co-captain Issie 
Pratt, who struck out nine batters 
and hit a two-run home run.

The team recorded their 
first win on Wednesday, April 19, 
when they topped Choate 11-4. 

Junior pitcher Noelani 
Jackson-Sherman pitched all 
seven innings to earn the win. 
Again, Pratt was key to the team’s 
success with a triple and homerun 
as well as several impressive 
defensive plays at shortstop.

On Saturday, April 22 the 
team competed against Mari-
anapolis Prep and came out 
with an 8-0 win. The game 
was the best one so far with the 
defense recording no errors.

Senior second baseman 

by Grace Amell ’17

Co-captain Grace Amell said that 
Pratt and junior catcher Skylar 
Barron both had great games. 

“[Pratt] threw the best game 
I’ve seen her pitch in the past four 
years despite a minor injury,” she 
said, “and Skylar had two really 
important hits with a three RBI 
triple in the first inning and another 

RBI single in the sixth inning.”
Sophomore third baseman 

Kaylee Diaz also contrib-
uted to the win with an RBI 
single in the sixth inning.

Despite their  start ing 
record, the team has demon-
strated much strength, including 
strong hitting from the middle 

of the lineup and great improve-
m e n t  f r o m  t h e  o u t f i e l d .

One of the team’s biggest 
challenges is inexperience. Six 
of the nine starters are new to 
the team or do not have a lot of 
softball experience. The infield 
consists entirely of rookies.  

However, Head Coach 
Jason Bradley said he has been 
impressed with many of the newer 
players: “Hudson, [freshman first 
baseman] Skylar Kubas, and 
[junior outfielder] Victoria Vasquez 
are all helping to contribute to 
the team’s success,” he said.

Amell agreed. “Many of our 
underclassmen have been playing 
really well, especially Trinity, 
who has been getting on base 
regularly by slapping, and Skylar 
Kubas at first base,” she said.

Pratt added that having 
Jackson-Sherman as a second 
pitcher has been helpful so far. 

“Last year I was the only 
pitcher, so I pitched every game, 
which was tiring and didn’t 
leave any room for injury,” 
she said. “It has been nice to 
have [Jackson-Sherman] also 
pitching this year, and she has 
been throwing really well.”

C o a c h  B r a d l e y  a l s o 
said that the more experi-
enced players have been instru-
mental in leading the team. 

“The returning players 

from last year picked up right 
where we left off,” he said.

Amell agreed, saying that 
Pratt has been leading the team 
both offensively and defensively. 

“Without Issie’s pitching, 
the team wouldn’t be nearly as 
successful,” she said, “and she is 
really strong in the middle of our 
batting lineup. She has already 
hit multiple homeruns this year.”

Pratt cited Barron as a 
returning player who has contrib-
uted to the team’s success. 

“As a pitcher it is really 
important to have someone 
I can trust behind the plate, 
and she definitely takes on 
that job very well,” she said.

“Her hit t ing has also 
come in handy as she is now 
one of our top power hitters.”

She added that Amell has 
also been a strong player. “On 
defense, Grace can cover a lot 
of ground at second and takes 
charge with just about every-
thing hit to the infield,” she said.

Coach Bradley said he is 
looking forward to seeing what the 
team can do next. “I’m feeling good 
about our remaining schedule and 
the success we can grab,” he said.

The team will face Kent 
at 3:30 p.m. on Spring Sports 
Day this Saturday, and then is 
back in action against Taft two 
days later on Monday, May 1.

Softball swings for strong finish

said. “Because many leaders [talk 
about], including myself as one 
of the leaders of this school, the 
importance of knowing one’s self, 
the importance of being reflective, 
thoughtful about one’s decisions.”

Another new component 
is a program called Lunch and 
Lead. “The goal is to bring in 
leaders from various fields or 
professionals from various fields 
to talk about their journey,” said 
Ms. Demers. “Covering career 
and industry, but also their own 
personal journey. This commu-
nity is so incredibly generous 
with their time and talents and we 
need to take advantage of that.”

Associate Director for the 
Middle School Kathryn Dunn is 
spearheading a similar program 
for Middle Schoolers called 
Brunch and Lead. “I thought it 
might be interesting to do the 
same kind of thing but more 
in-house,” she said. “Connecting 
the Middle School student govern-
ment kids with the Upper School 
student government kids. It’s 
about giving the younger kids the 
benefit of some of the experiences 
that the older kids have had.”

Mr. Gilyard said he thinks 
that all of the various leadership 
programs are a natural result 
of KO’s identity. “All of these 
[programs], in my mind, are 
rooted in our mission and our 
core values,” he said. “Ideally, 
leaders  are  demonstrat ing 
honesty, integrity, and respect.”

Freshman Trinity Hudson runs toward third base during a recent game. Photo 
by Ali Meizels ’19

Sophomore James Amenta hits a 
beautiful swing during a recent 
match. Photo by Danielle Hoff. 
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Undefeated girls tennis aims 
for another New England victory
by Esha Shrivastav ’20

The girls varsity tennis team 
at KO has a reputation for winning. 
This season they have played 
four schools (Watkinson, Kent, 
Cheshire and Choate Rosemary 
Hall) and have won against all four. 

According to Head Coach 
Ronald Garcia, the hardest 
match was against Choate Rose-
mary Hall, which they won 7-2. 
“This was a tough one because 
we all didn’t win. All of our 
players didn’t win,” he said. 

Sophomore Co-captain Lexi 
Kubas, one of the key players on the 
team, said that she was very happy 
with how the season has gone so far. 

“Our season has been great; 
we haven’t lost any matches,” 
she said. “Our closest match 
was 7-2 against Choate, and 
with losing a few key players 
this year, it was so awesome that 
we won by the same amount as 
last year. We’ve won most of 
our matches against everyone, 
which is really awesome.”

Kubas is often referred to 
as the star of the team, although 
she says that the coaches preach 
the importance of team instead of 
just one individual. “I have been 
playing tennis for about eight 
years,” she said. “My dad and I 
used to just play for fun, so I guess 
that’s how I got into the sport.” 

When asked whether she 
expected to become captain, Kubas 
said she did  not expect it. “Being 
captain this year along with Faith 
and Nicole [seniors Faith Pease 

and Nicole Galik] is so much fun. 
Yeah, I’ve always wanted to be 
captain but I’m just trying to learn 
new things every day,” she said.

According to Coach Garcia 
and freshman Jenna Blocher, some 
of the key players on the team 
are Kubas, eighth-grader Ahana 
Nagarkatti and Pease. According 
to Kubas, however, the whole 
team is a collection of key players. 

“I think that everyone 
contributes to the team a huge 
amount because everyone’s 
match counts, and, no matter 
what position you play you’re 

Lexi Kubas hits the ball from behind the net. Photo by David Newman. 

trying your very best to win,” she 
said. “Everyone has been doing 
really well this season, so I would 
say everyone is a key player.”

When discussing team 
camarade r i e ,  Kubas  s a id 
the team members always 
have  each  o ther ’s  backs . 

“The KO tennis team is just 
so supportive of each other and 
everyone is always cheering each 
other on,” she said. “It really helps 
everyone stay confident and so no 
one will get down on themselves.” 

Coach Garcia said that for 
all 19 years that he has coached 

the varsity team, the team 
members start out as just team-
mates, but, as they play with 
one another and get to know one 
another, they become good friends.

A typical practice, according 
to Blocher, is quite tiring but 
is only about an hour long. 

“This year we have numerous 
new starters, so we’re doing a lot 
more matches and intense compe-
titions during practice in order to 
build confidence,” she said. “No 
matter what, Coach Garcia empha-
sizes energy and toughness.”

Coach Garcia expanded on 

“I think that 
everyone contrib-
utes to the team 
a huge amount 
because every-
one’s match 
counts and no 
matter what posi-
tion you play 
you’re trying your 
very best to win”

– Lexi Kubas

their practices. “It depends on the 
team and the year. Last year, we 
had a veteran confident team, so 
we had very laid back practices 
filled with fun drills,” said Coach 
Garcia, “but this year is different, 
and we’re getting better every day.”

Kubas expressed the team’s 
desire to win. “Our goal this year 
is to go undefeated,” said Kubas. 

Blocher agreed on that 
goal. “This is my first year on 
the team, but I can tell that it’s all 
about winning and Coach Garcia 
loves to win,” Blocher said. “We 
want to win the Founders League 
Championship. We want to win 
the New England Championship. 
Essentially, we just want to win.”

No time to re(lax) for girls lacrosse
The girls varsity lacrosse 

team has experienced one of its 
most successful seasons in recent 
memory with a 3-2 record. They 
started off the season well with what 
Head Coach Timothy Allerton and 
freshman attack player Addison 
Witkowski described as “the 
most interesting game” against 
Pomfret, which they lost 14-13. 

“The first half was really 
great. Everyone played so well and 
Mia [sophomore Mia Seymour] 
scored within the first 10 seconds. 
It was so amazing,” said Witowski. 
“But then the other team started to 
come back and ended up winning, 
but it was really close and the 
game could’ve gone either way.” 

Coach Allerton said that the 
team let the game get away. “We 
were winning the entire game,” 
he said, “and then, in the last 
two minutes, we kind of gave it 
away. It was the first game of the 
season though, so it’s tough.”.

The team has played 
against Suffield, Canterbury, 
Cheshire and Miss Porter ’s 
School as well, and has won all 
but the game against Canterbury. 

“I try to preach team to 

the girls,” said Mr. Allerton. “So 
I wouldn’t exactly say there are 
any key players. So if you look 
at our scoring, it’s kind of spread 
out between five to six players, 
instead of just one or two.” He did 
cite the strong play of midfielders 
junior Co-captain Abby Eberle, 
junior Julia Lantieri and Seymour.” 

Witowski also said that 
the team has a very strong 
attack with junior Maitland 

Bailey, senior Isabel Kaufman, 
and sophomore Nicole Genga. 

When asked about the differ-
ence between the KO team and 
the teams at other schools, both 
Coach Allerton and Witkowski 
said that the boarding schools 
that they play often have lacrosse 
players who have been playing 
for a while, and they don’t. 

“I think the team camara-
derie is good. We’re still trying to 

get to know each other so I guess 
it’s developing,” said Witkowski.

Coach Allerton agreed. 
“The team camaraderie is good,” 
he said. “There’s bound to be 
fights and disagreements and 
drama. It’s a rollercoaster ride.”

Witkowski spoke of the 
team’s goals for this season. “I 
think success for our team is 
very different for everyone. For 
some of the experienced players, 
they want to win the game. For 
less experienced players, it’s just 
about performing better than you 
did last time or getting used to 
your position,” said Witkowski.

Coach Allerton mentioned 
that there is still room for improve-
ment. “Right now our biggest goal 
on the field is clearing from the goal 
and bringing the ball up the field,” 
said Coach Allerton. “One of the 
reasons why is because we lost four 
senior defenders, who had been 
starting together for three years.” 

Coach Allerton said that 
the team’s goal for this year is to 
finish .500 or better. “We’re not 
trying to shoot low,” said Coach 
Allerton, “but it’s a matter of 
not letting those games that we 
almost could’ve won slip away.” 

Eberle said she’s very 

by Esha Shrivastav ’20

proud of the team. “I think 
we’ve performed well so far,” 
she said, “and I think with, 
so many new people on our 
team, we are doing great.”

“I think success 
for our team is 
very different for 
everyone. For 
some of the expe-
rienced players, 
they want to win 
the game. For 
less experienced 
players, it’s just 
about performing 
better than you 
did last time” 
   – Addison  
             Witkowski

Sophomore midfielder Mia Seymour goes head-to-head with a player from 
Pomfret. Photo by David Newman
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Players of the

Moment:

Sophomore sprinter Broox Bolden. Photo by Angie 
DeLucia ’18

by Kyle Zimmerman ’18              
        and Sean James ’19 Senior varsity girls tennis Co-captain Faith Pease. 

Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18.

Sophomore Broox Bolden 
and Senior Faith Pease

Although he is only a 
sophomore, sprinter Broox 
Bolden has the leadership skills 
of someone twice his age. 

Bolden started running 
when he was only eight years 
old. He said it was some-
thing he was just meant to do. 

Back in 2010, Bolden 
competed in both the 100 and 
200 meter runs. In the 100 he 
ran a 15.73 seconds, while in 
the 200 he ran a 31.72. Then, in 
2013 he ran a 12.73 and a 26.97 
in the 100 and 200, respectively. 

Bolden then decided to up 
his training and eventually began 
to compete at a higher level. “I ran 
in the USATF Junior Olympics in 
Florida where my relay team came 
in ninth in the 4x100,” he said. “We 
also placed seventh in the 4x400.” 

He also competed in the 
Hershey’s Junior Olympics, 
where he came in fifth place in 
the 400. A year later, he went 
back to that same meet and this 
time he placed third in the 400. 

Next came the indoor Junior 
Olympics. “My relay team came 
in fourth place in the 4x200 and 
we got third in the 4x400,” he said.

He started running track 
for KO when he was in eighth 
grade, “Since then, his times have 
really come down quite a bit,” 

Head Coach of Boys and Girls 
Track and Field Alex Kraus said.

Coach Kraus said Bolden’s 
time drops have occurred because 
he trains right and challenges 
himself to be the best that he can 
be. Coach Kraus said that he is 
impressed with his work ethic. He 
said that he likes the way he warms 
up and how he warms down every 
single day. “It’s stuff like that that 
makes him stand out,” he said. 

Bolden’s leadership skill 
really came out this season 
when he was somewhat forced 
to show it. “He has this new 
leadership role because we lost 
a lot of sprinting seniors,” said 
Assistant Coach Tricia Watson. 
“He’s really stepped up to take 
this role even as a sophomore.” 

On Saturday, April 8, 
the track team had their first 
meet. There were three other 
teams (Wilbraham and Monson, 
Pomfret, and Hyde School) which 
meant the sprinting events would 
have some serious competition. 

But these are the moments 
where Bolden thrives. In the 100, 
he battled two strong Pomfret 
runners and managed to place first, 
with a time of 11.6. He then went 
on to win the 200 with a time of 
24.7 in yet another very tight race 
between him and Pomfret runners.  

F o u r  d a y s  l a t e r  o n 
Wednesday, April 12, the team 
had a meet against Marianapolis. 
Once again, Bolden seemed to 
dominate his competition. In the 
100 he ran a 11.4 and in the 200 

Broox 
Bolden 

he ran a  23.1. Both times were 
much faster (in the track world) 
than his times in the previous meet. 

It is clear that his leadership 
is helping some of the younger 
runners on the team, especially 
sprinters. “He showcases his 
competitive edge and training with 
the younger athletes,” said Coach 
Watson. “He has his own style 
as a runner, which is inspiring.” 

Coach Watson said Bolden’s 
competitive edge rubs off onto his 
teammates, which allows them 
to train harder and run faster. 

This season is big for Bolden 
because he has set goals that 
he works at every day. “I want 
to be in the top eight for New 
Englands and Founders,” he said. 

Coach Kraus said he 
thinks Bolden’s times will 
continue to drop as the season 
progresses. “He’s going to be 
able to participate in some of the 
bigger meets this year,” he said. 
“I am hoping that he can place.”

As of now, the only thing 
standing in the way of Bolden 
placing in the championship meets 
are the speedy and older postgrad-
uates from other schools, recruited 
for the schools’  football teams, who 
always show up at the spring track 
meets to test their dominance in the 
speed events, said Coach Kraus. 

With his determination to 
run in college motivating him 
every day, Bolden said he is 
looking forward to another two- 
and-a-half seasons of track to 
become the best that he can be. 

It was only at the start of 
her freshman year that senior 
captain Faith Pease decided to 
become serious about tennis. 
Pease started playing tennis when 
she was only  nine years old, but 
she says it was mostly just for fun. 

“I think my greatest accom-
plishment has been winning New 
Englands in my freshman and 
junior years,” Pease said. “In 
the finals last year I won both 
my doubles matches and my 
singles match against Hopkins, 
a team I had never person-
ally won against.” Pease said 
that this was one of her favorite 
moments of her tennis career.

“She is an outstanding 
cap ta in  and  compe t i to r, ” 
Head Girls Tennis Coach Ron 
Garcia said. “It gives me great 
comfort to know that she is 
leading our team this year.”

Playing tennis is only 
one of Pease’s athletic talents. 
She played varsi ty  vol le-
ball last fall and captained 
the squash team last winter. 

Senior teammate Grace 
Miller praised Pease’s leadership. 
“She always brings enthusiasm and 
positivity to the practice setting and 
she is the same way on game days.” 

Miller said the season is 
going great so far, even though 

Faith 
Pease

Boys tennis wins KITs once again 
The  boys tennis team started 

their season off with a blast by 
winning the KITs and their first 
match against Deerfield Academy. 

The other teams competing 
in the KITs were Choate, Hotch-
kiss, Deerfield, Hall High School, 

Westminster, Lawrenceville (N.J.), 
and Groton. KO once again proved 
to be the best, finishing with 25 
points to edge out Deerfield and 
Choate who tied for second place 
with 22 points. Head Coach Andy 
Krugman said that the team has 
great depth this year, meaning that 
every player has the ability to win, 

rather than just a few great players.
Senior captain Brian Gould 

said that the season is going 
really well and the team has a 
good quick start. “We won our 
first few matches in the KITs and 
against Deerfield and we have a 
chance of going far,” said Gould. 

Coach Krugman a lso 
mentioned that one of the 
team’s strengths is that they 
have the top player in New 
England, senior Matt Lord. 

He said that, while having 
Lord helps, it doesn't make any 
difference if just one person 
wins. “One person doesn't win a 
tennis match,” Coach Krugman 
said. “There have to be enough 
strong players to have both 
individuals and the team win.” 

Gould said that, team wise, 
the team is looking to be back in 
the New England Tournament 
and going far. He says that the 
team is strong at the top, but the 
bottom could use improvement.

Before the KITs the team 
also faced the challenging Buck-
ingham Browne & Nichols team 
on March 31 for a scrimmage , but, 
unfortunately, KO lost the scrim-
mage. “They were better than us, 
but it was a good learning expe-
rience,” said Coach Krugman. 

But after the KITs, the team 
faced Deerfield Academy on April 
12 and won 4-2. Coach Krugman 
also said that sophomore Adam 
Sonntag had a nice win against 
Deerfield. He added that junior Will 
Appleton and sophomore Luke 
Riemann are off to a good start. 

The team lost two impor-
tant players due to gradua-
tion, so the younger and older 
guys have to step up and fill 
the spots said Coach Krugman. 

However, he said that the 
team has great senior leader-
ship and most of the players 
are returning, although the new 
players are also doing well. “My 
older teammates have more expe-

rience, and they help us [the new 
players] develop and show us 
what to do in certain situations,” 
said freshmen Avadh Shastri.  

“We lost  two players 
last year, and we picked up 
one player this year, so we are 
slightly weaker,” said Gould. 
“But we still are contenders.”

Shastri said that playing 
on the team is fun and enriching. 
He said that he is adjusting pretty 
well, coming in as a freshmen. 
“Playing with more experienced, 
state- and nationally-ranked, 
players is a great opportunity 
which I am trying to take full 
advantage of. Playing everyday 
improves my consistency,” he said. 

Coach Krugman said the 
team’s goal isn’t conquest but 
instead it’s character. “I want my 
players to work hard, be good 
teammates, be the best people they 
can be, and improve. If you do all 
of those, all other goals should 
take care by themselves,” he said. 

 

Senior Matt Lord anxiously waits as junior Will Appleton serves the ball in a 
doubles match. Photo by Julie Kindl.

by Kush Kataria ’20

there has been an adjustment to 
the atmosphere without last year’s 
seniors Allie Perron, Morgan 
Risinger, and Olivia Shea on the 
team. “But I can tell the team has 
pushed through it and it seems 
to be working out just fine. We 
haven’t lost a match so far, and 
we don’t plan to,” Miller said. 

Senior teammate Julia Gold-
smith says that Pease has great 
energy and that really motivates 
the team. “She is a fierce compet-
itor and always brings her A game 
to every match,” Goldsmith said. 

Pease’s leadership has 
propelled the team to an unbeliev-
able start to the season. They have 
played four matches so far and 
have defeated Watkinson 9-0, Kent 
9-0, Cheshire 9-0, and Choate 7-2. 

Goldsmith said the season 
is going along really well. 
“We have won every match 
and we are getting along great 
as a team,” Goldsmith said.

Coach Garcia said that 
Pease and sophomore Lexi Kubas 
are among the best captains he’s 
ever had the pleasure of coaching. 

This year is the first and 
only year Pease has been captain 
of the girls varsity tennis team, 
and she is loving every minute 
of it. “It’s been great! I love this 
team so much, and I am truly 
honored to be the captain of such 
an amazing program,” Pease said.

Pease says the goal for the 
season is make sure the team does 
the best they can. “Everything for 
us, nothing for them,” she said. 
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Track starts the season off strong, 
Vaughn breaks school 400 record

Even though the girls 
and boys track teams have 
many younger athletes this 
season, both squads have started 
their seasons off quite strong. 

Their first meet of the season 
took place at Wilbraham Monson 
Academy on Saturday, April 8, just 
two weeks after returning from 
spring break. The KO boys placed 
third in this quad meet, just a few 
points behind Wilbraham and Hyde 
School and well ahead of Pomfret. 

The girls, however, domi-
nated their competition. Neither 
Hyde nor Pomfret came anywhere 
near the score of the KO girls. 

The girls had a total of 
eight first-place finishes that day. 
Freshman sprinter Ainsley Vaughn 

placed first in the 200 with a time of 
26.4 seconds and also won the 400 
by almost 11 seconds with a time of 
60.7. Senior Laura Polley won the 
300 intermediate hurdles by over 
three seconds with a time of 57.2. 

Senior Sam March placed 
second in the 100 with an 
impressive time of 13.2. Senior 
Kayla Glemaud came in close 
behind her with a time of 13.9, 
and sophomore Desiree Davis 
placed fifth with a time of 14.04. 

Davis also placed fourth in 
the 200 with a time of 29.9. The 
girls won both the 4x100 with a 
time of 52.8 and the 4x400 with a 
time of 4 minutes, 51.1 seconds. 

The running events on the 
boys team were also successful, 
even though it was only their first 
meet. Sophomore Broox Bolden 

won the 100 and eighth-grader 
Jeffery Davis placed fifth with a 
time of 12.0. In the 200, Bolden 
placed first once again while Davis 
and freshman Winston Ware placed 
third and fourth respectively. 

Junior Will Beerbower 
placed fourth in the 400 with a time 
of 60.0 and sophomore Coltrane 
Joseph won the 800 by nearly 
seven seconds with a time of 
2:18.9. Senior Jack Antico placed 
sixth in the 1500 and fourth in the 
3000 with times of 5:27 and 13:45.

The 4x100 was one of the 
closest races of the day. KO placed 
second, only 0.4 seconds behind 
Wilbraham and Monson. The boys 
won the 4x400 with a time of 3:53.6. 

T h e  g i r l s  t e a m  h a d 
several first-place finishes in 
the field events as well. Eighth-
grader Abby Fernald placed 
first in discus by throwing 52 
feet, nine inches and senior 
Amanda Civitello placed second. 

Glemaud threw 31’0” 
in the shot put and Civitello 
threw 19’3”, placing sixth. In 
javelin, Fernald placed second 
and Civitello placed fourth. 

Senior Sam March won 
the long jump and triple jump. 
KO only has one high jumper, 
junior Amiya Young, who jumped 
4’0” to tie for second place 
with Wilbraham and Monson. 

On the boys side, junior 
Keegan Toland placed first in the 
shot put by nearly nine feet. He then 
placed third in javelin right behind 
senior Jack Barry, who threw 
114’10”. Davis placed third in the 
long jump and freshman Jaime 
Amell placed fourth in triple jump. 

A s s i s t a n t  C o a c h 
Tricia Watson said that she 
thought the team did rela-
tively well for their first meet. 

She then mentioned the 
team's motivations. “The girls 
are coming off winning New 
Englands,” she said. “They are 
pursuing another championship. 
The boys on the other hand have 
a chance to be in the top three 
standings at New Englands.” 
After the first meet, it was clear 
that these goals were more 
reasonable than they had seemed. 

On Wednesday, April 12, the 
team had a home meet against Mari-
anapolis Prep. The meet started off 
raining, but luckily, as the meet 
came to an end, so did the rain. 

Toland once again won the 
shot put, throwing 40’2”. In the 
discus event he beat his last meet’s 
throw by over 26 feet and placed 
first with a distance of 102’10”. 
Davis won the long jump and Amell 
placed second in the triple jump. 

For the girls, Glemaud 
placed second in the shot put 
by throwing 27’2” and Civi-
tello  threw 59’10” to place third 
in discus. Junior Emma Ouel-
lette won the long jump, while 
March placed second. Polley 
won the triple jump and beat her 
previous distance by five inches. 

The running on the girls 
team was exceptional that day. 
Head Coach Alex Kraus pointed 
out Vaughn as a standout. She 
won the 200 with a time of 26.3.  

According to coach Kraus, 
Vaughn broke the school record 
in the 400 with a time of 59.60.

Other standout runners that 

day for the girls team include soph-
omore Mckenzie Piehl who won the 
1500 with a time of 5:55.3, Fernald 
who ran the 3000 in a time of 12:52 
and placed first, and sophomore 
Erin Bowen, who placed second 
in the 400 with a time of 67.40. 

The boys also had another 
successful day in terms of 
times.  Antico placed second 
in the 1500 and freshman Will 
Burstein placed third with 
times of 5:16.3 and 5:36.8. 

In the 100, Bolden won 
with a time of 11.4, and Davis 
placed second with a time of 11.6. 

This sprinting duo then 
placed first and second once 
again, this time in the 200 with 
times of 23.1 and 24.6. KO’s 
4x400 team made up of Barry, 
junior Varun Tankala, Joseph, 
and junior Trey Taylor placed 
first with a time of 3:50.0. 

Coach Kraus said that 
Marianapolis was a big team. 
“They scored in some events 
where we weren’t ready,” he 
said. For example, they had 
several high jumpers who all 
scored for their team while the 
KO boys have no high jumpers 
and the girls only have one. 

Yesterday, Wednesday, 
April 26, the team traveled to a 
competitive away meet against 
both Canterbury School and Suff-
ield Academy. This Saturday, April 
29, they will have yet another away 
meet, this time against Greenwich 
Academy and Taft School. With the 
busy schedule ahead, the runners 
have only one thing on their mind: 
having a successful New England 
Championship like last year.

Senior Captain Kayla Glemaud  finishes strong in 100 relay. Photo by Ali 
Meizels ‘19

by Kyle Zimmerman ’18

Boys lacrosse faces challenges 
in early season, record now 0-5 

The boys varsity lacrosse 
team has struggled through the 
first part of the season. They have 
faced a total of five teams so far, 
and lost all of their games. They 
faced St. Luke’s School, Mill-
brook School, Greens Farms 
Academy, Canterbury School, and 
Williston Northampton School. 

Head Coach Mark Conklin 
said that the team has had couple 
of good games offensively, and 
that the team has defended well, 
doing a good job of limiting other 
team's’ offensive opportunities.

“We have good senior lead-
ership with six seniors, who have 
played multiple years and have 
a lot of experience,” said Coach 
Conklin. He said that the seniors 
have rallied younger guys to buy 
in to what they have accomplished. 

Senior Co-captain Donald 
Dugan said that season is going 
well and that the team is coming 
together and the captains have 

been playing well. “The team's 
strength is its chemistry and 
being able to work together on 
offense and defense,” said Dugan. 

He also said that senior 
midfielder Joshua Bobruff has 
been very effective in face offs, 
and that the midfielders are playing 
well. He also praised senior attack 
player Matthew Rossi and senior 
Co-captain midfielder Owen 
Cotthaus for being great leaders. 

This year, the team’s roster 

is small, with only 14 players 
able to play, said Coach Conklin. 
Even though the roster is smaller 
than last year’s, the players are 
passionate about what they are 
doing. “It has been demanding of 
the players, since they are on the 
field so much and there is little 
resting,” said Coach Conklin. 

Dugan said that the team 
could do a better job becoming 
disciplined and playing with 
confidence. “The team’s roster is 

small this year, and players have 
to play more than they usually 
do,” said Dugan. He said that the 
team has great leadership and that 
junior David Arcesi and senior 
goalie Timothy Bucknam have 
been great vocal leaders. Dugan 
said his personal goals include 
changing the culture and creating 
a tight team. He also wants to 
have fun in his senior year. He 
said that goals for the team would 
include playing hard through 
all four quarters and having a 
close team. “With the leadership, 
we have through the coach and 
captains, so the chemistry has 
been able to thrive,” Dugan said. 

Coach Conklin said that, 
compared to last year, the kids 
have a lot more heart and they have 
bought in to what the team is doing 
culturally. He also said that he 
hopes that the team sets the culture 
that allows the program to grow 
in and outside of lacrosse. He said 
that the goal of the team, is not only 
to make the Fairchester League 

playoffs, but also to use lacrosse as 
a vehicle to become better people. 

Dugan, who has played 
with the team for four years, said 
that, ever since Coach Conklin 
has arrived, the win-loss category 
hasn’t affected the team. “The 
team stays positive and with out 
heads up,” Dugan said. “The team 
is coming together and changing 
the culture so that the culture is 
more important than the wins.”

Coach Conklin said that 
the addition of Coach Randle 
has been beneficial to the team. 
He said that he is running the 
offense in a dynamic way and 
using many different formations. 
With the different addition, he 
said that the kids enjoy having 
a good challenge. “The team 
has the potential of improving 
every day,” said Coach Conklin. 

“I think sometimes looking 
at a team that started 0-5 and not 
having good success, but the kids 
are great and they give it everything 
they have, every game,” he said. Senior Josh Bobruff faces off against Cheshire. Photo by Angie DeLucia ‘18

by Kush Kataria ’20
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Fueled by booming hits 
and rapid pitching, along with 
some seasoned players, the 
varsity baseball team main-
tains a 2-5 record that is hardly 
a display of what they can do.

After winning their first 
game of the season in a total 
blowout against a worthy West-
minster, the Wyverns struggled 
somewhat as their schedule began 
to heat up. Nevertheless, they 
were able to come away with a 
win at Kent only to make them 
hungrier for another victory.

The Wyverns dominated 
this group of Martlets from the 
get-go, when senior shortstop 
and captain Drew Nemirow 
crushed the first hit of the season 
to bring home junior pitcher Ben 
Tauber for the first run of the year. 

The hitting wasn’t the only 
piece that led to this 10-1 victory, 
but also consistency on the mound 
from sophomore pitcher Evan 
Moore and senior pitcher James 
Barnes. However, weather has been 
an area of concern for practice.    

“We had a pretty solid 

Baseball struggles with tough 
competition early in season

showing in our first game,” said 
junior catcher Mark Place. “Westy 
hadn’t been outside yet just like 
us and we were ready to play after 
a strong preseason in Florida.”

The following match up 
would be a trying one against 
the Hopkins School. After a 
crushing home run from senior 
outfielder Rob Siuta on the first 
pitch of the game, the Wyverns 
briefly enjoyed a 1-0 lead. 

Despite being down eight 
runs in the third, the boys fought 
their way back to fall short of a 
victory by only four runs after 
failing to capitalize on loaded bases 
in the third and fourth innings. 

“This was a tough one to lose 
since it was almost all mental,” said 
junior catcher Jimmy DiVirgilio. 
“Our focus faded somewhat early 
in the game and by the time we got 
it back together it was a bit late.”

Facing Choate Rosemary 
Hall was not dissimilar; the 
Wyverns held the game tied at 
1-1 through the first four innings 
as Moore controlled the mound.

But as the fifth inning came 
around, the Wyverns began to give 
up run after run and were never able 

to get another RBI, losing 17-1.
Senior  capta ins  Alex 

Cahill and Drew Nemirow aren’t 
too worried though. “We have 
a lot of team chemistry and a 
group of guys who will work 
for each other,” said Nemirow. 

Cahill agreed. “All we 
have to do now is get outside 
more to be able to work through 
some different situation play 
scenarios,” he said, “and BP 
(batting practice) of course.”

Against Kent, the team was 
able to dominate at a steady pace 
throughout the game and walk 
away with a 9-4 win. Freshmen 
Justin Barron and Jack Marshall 
shone, each notching an RBI. 

Then, facing the Winged 
Beavers of Avon Old Farms 
in the coming week would be 
a truly memorable ballgame.

With Suita and Cahill 
injured, the team geared up to face 
the Cerberus of NEPSAC baseball. 
This proved to be no matter for 
the Wyverns as they remained in 
the game, neck in neck, until the 
seventh inning when they failed to 
tie the game up 7-7 with two men 
on base. It was a crushing defeat but 

a huge stride in the right direction.
“This one was really 

tough,” said Moore, “but if we 
can play like that, I don’t think 
the rest of our schedule should 
be an issue, especially with not 
having two of our main guys.”

While they are a somewhat 
older varsity team almost solely 
composed of returning players, 
over 50 percent of the starters 
are new. Though he’s an under-
classman, Moore has began to fill 
the gargantuan shoes left to him 

by former pitcher Holden White, 
who now plays at Wake Forest. 
Similarly, his catcher, Mark-
Place, is also a first-time starter. 

The boys have had almost 
a week to recover and are ready 
to face Trinity-Pawling at home 
at 4:15 p.m. on Monday, April 
24. Later in the week, they get 
back on the road to play Hotch-
kiss on at 3 p.m. on Wednesday, 
April 26. The captains have rallied 
their troops and the team is ready 
to fight hard and finish strong.

by John Leuschner ’17

Sophomore Evan Moore winds up for a pitch. Photo by Angie DeLucia ‘18. 

Angie DeLucia excels on snowboard 
at Copper Mt. for USASA nationals 

Junior Angie DeLucia 
boarded her plane and traveled to 
Copper Mountain, Colo., for the 
USASA snowboarding nationals. 

She was away from Friday, 
March 31 to Friday, April 7, but 
she said she wanted to stay in Colo-
rado. “It was so much fun I didn’t 
want to come back,” DeLucia said. 

“We had to drive on a long 
highway in the mountains for 
about two hours, until we finally 
got to the resort,” DeLucia said. 
“At the resort, there was an East, 
Center, and West village,” she said. 

The village had a lot of 
restaurants, cafes, donut and 
ice cream shops all very close 
to where she stayed. “I was 
staying right outside the center 

village so everything was in 
walking distance,” DeLucia said. 

On Saturday, she had a full 
day of training. “We could go to 
any event that we wanted,” she 
said. “I went to giant slalom in 
the morning, then to boardercross 
after, and slalom later that day.” 

That night there was a 
parade for all of the competi-
tors, and they were all announced 

as teams. DeLucia is part of 
the Southern Vermont Series. 

The next day, nationals 
s t a r t e d .  S l a l o m  w a s  o n 
Sunday, which is when snow-
boarders are being timed as 
they race next to each other. 

“I ended up getting eighth 
place, which was the cutoff, but 
the judges messed up the board 
so it was written in that I got 10th 
place.” She ended up leaving and 
missing the final rounds because 
she thought she didn't make it, but 
received eighth place in the end. 

She had a few days in 
between her races, so she was 
able to go into the town of Frisco 
where there were some shops. 
Wednesday was boardercross. “I 
made it to the quarterfinals, and 
I got 15th place,” DeLucia said. 

T h e  l a s t  r a c e  s h e 
had was  giant  s la lom on 
Thursday. “I got 18th place 
and it was a little disappointing 
because I fell,” DeLucia said. 

There were a lot of high-
lights to her trip. “I was able to 
meet a lot of new people from all 
the way out west and other places 
which was really cool,” she said. 

She also received a spon-
sorship from Donek Snow-
boards, a renowned company. 
“They had an essay contest about 
how everything ties into your 
life, and I ended up winning!” 

DeLucia said that she 
“won a snowboard – any type 

that I wanted and I love that 
company so I really wanted to 
talk to them about a sponsorship.”

Luckily, DeLucia didn’t 
have to reach out to them because 
they found her first. “At the end of 
the week the rep said, ‘Welcome 
to the team’ and said ‘No need 
for a sponsorship application we 
want to sponsor you,’ ” she said.

B e s i d e s  t h e  s n o w -
boarding company, she also 
received a sponsorship from 
Lululemon,  in  Westfarms. 

Another part of the trip she 
really enjoyed was getting to be 
with her team one last time since 
it was the last tournament of the 
season. “It was my first nationals 
and it was really fun being able to 
experience it with them,” she said. 

She said she wants to 
improve things for next year such 
as getting out there so she can 
become acclimated to the weather. 

“It was really hard to 
breathe,” she said. “It was also 
my first year using the snow-
board hardboots, so becoming 
more experienced using it 
will make me a lot better.” 

She is attending several 
camps over the summer so she 
can learn a more about snow-
boarding out west, and since there 
is still snow in Canada, she will 
be able to gain more valuable 
experience in snowboarding there.

Next year she is hoping to 
go as far as she can in the sport.

Junior Angie DeLucia  races down the slopes of Colorado in front of her competition. Photo courtesy of Angie 
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