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by Gabrielle Ruban ’18

KO’s cast and crew for 
the winter musical debuted their 
rendition of the timeless, ener-
getic, coming-of-age comedy 
“Pippin” for the entire school 
at 2 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 24.

With a 7:30 p.m. show on 
Saturday, Feb. 25, and a closing 
matinee at 2:00 p.m. on Feb. 26, 
KO’s theater department told the 
story of Pippin, a young prince 
on a search to find his iden-
tity and purpose. As a form of 
metafiction, Pippin’s life story 
is told by the cunning Leading 
Player, whose own purpose is to 
put on the best show possible.

Sophomore Daniel Carroll 
played Pippin, the innocent 
protagonist. Transformed into a 
crafty trio, the Leading Player 
was played by senior Connor 
O’Loughlin, junior Eloise Bavier, 
and freshman Remy McCoy.  

Pippin’s demanding father, 
King Charlemagne, was played by 

senior Tim Bucknam. Sophomore 
Ayla Schumann played Pippin’s 
sly stepmother, Fastrada. Sopho-
more Charles Coxon played Lewis, 
Pippin’s younger, somewhat osten-
tatious half-brother. Sophomore 
Olivia Coxon played Berthe, 

Pippin’s sassy and confident grand-
mother who encourages him to live 
every moment as if it’s his last.  

Senior Carolyn McCusker 
played Catherine, a widow and 
mother of Thea, who plays Pippin’s 
love interest in the Leading Player’s 

show. Eighth-grader Olivia Pear 
played Catherine’s daughter, Thea.

Throughout the musical’s 
metafictional play, the Leading 
Player guides Pippin through a 
variety of experiences that push 
him outside of his comfort zone.

“Pippin goes through many 
life changes,” said creative arts 
teacher Eric Langmeyer, who 
directed the production. “He 
participates in war, politics, 
sexual encounters, a romantic 
relationship, and is a new univer-
sity graduate pushed into the real 
world. All of his experiences 
are helping him find out who 
he is and what he stands for.”

Mr. Langmeyer said Pippin’s 
internal struggles with defining 
what makes him “extraordinary” 
can be very relatable and thought-
provoking for KO students.

“[Like Pippin,]  high-
schoolers are often on that same 
journey to discover what their 
passion is and how will they fit 
in and how can they make their 
life feel ‘extraordinary,’” Mr. 
Langmeyer said. “This show asks 
us great questions too: How far 
will you go to be extraordinary?  
How do you remain humble and 

Student cast of “Pippin” assumes magical poses in vivid costumes in front of colorful tents.  Photo by Ali Meizels ’19. Continued on page 8.

After 16 years as Director 
of the Middle School, Jane 
Repp will pass on the role to 
current Academic Dean Ann 
Sciglimpaglia, so she can return 
to teaching math full-time. 

Mrs. Repp became the 
Director of the Middle School 
back in 2000 when Ted Levine 
returned to teaching history. 

While Mrs. Repp said 
that she has thoroughly enjoyed 
her role in the Middle School, 
teaching is her real passion.

“It felt like we’d come to 
the end of a cycle and that it was 
time to again think about how, as 
a Middle School, we really need to 
grow,” Mrs. Repp said, “and I think 
maybe it’s somebody else's turn.”

Mrs. Repp has made many 
changes during her time as 
director of the Middle School. 

She said that during the 
first five years of her leader-
ship of the Middle School, she 
and the administration spent a 
lot of time tweaking the new 
schedule they implemented. 

Mrs. Repp said that the 
administration considered what 
they wanted to see in the future 
Middle School. They did not 
want radical change,  rather 
they wanted to continue the 
natural progression of KO.

Mrs. Repp has been closely 
working with Ms. Sciglimpa-
glia, Director of Teaching and 
Learning Asha Appel, and Asso-
ciate Head of School Natalie 
Demers on a committee focused on 

Sciglimpaglia to direct Middle School
by Adam Ovian ’18 finding ways to increase students’ 

knowledge and understanding. 
“[They have been getting] 

teachers to create experiences 
in their  classrooms where 
kids are more engaged with 
the material,” said Mrs. Repp. 

M rs .  Rep p  s a id  t he 
committee hopes to improve 
the Middle School experience 
through interdisciplinary work 
and tweaking course curriculums. 

“I feel like we’re sort of 
already on this path that [Ms. 
Scglimpaglia] is just going to keep 
us going down,” said Mrs. Repp.

Senior Noah Stanton, who 
attended the Middle School,  said 
that she is excited to see how 
Ms. Sciglimpaglia impacts King-
swood Oxford in her new posi-
tion. “Ms. Sciglimpaglia brings 

such a fun and dynamic energy 
to everything that she does. I 
cannot wait to see how she brings 
some of that enthusiasm to our 
youngest students,” said Noah.

Ms. Sciglimpaglia said that 
she is not looking to make signifi-
cant changes to the Middle School; 
rather, she wants to continue what 
they have already completed and 
put her stamp on the school through 
her own style of leadership.

Ms. Sciglimpaglia said she 
has several reasons for wanting to 
lead the Middle School. “It’s all of 
my favorite things,” she said. “It’s 
still getting to work with students, 
and it’s getting to work with 
curriculum and molding a plan in 
what happens in sixth, seventh and 
eighth grade,” she said. “I love KO 
and I'm so thrilled that I get to do 

Ms. Sciglimpaglia, currently 
Academic Dean, will assume the role 
of Director of the Middle School next 
year. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

all of those at my favorite school.”
Mrs. Repp and Ms. Scig-

limpaglia will assume their 
new positions at the start of 
the 2017-2018 school year. 

‘Pippin’ production finds its own 
‘Corner of the Sky’ on KO stage
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KO Cum Laude inducts 17 seniors
by Alec Rossi ’17

Seventeen members of the 
Class of 2017 were inducted into the 
Cum Laude Society on Thursday, 
Feb. 16 in Conklin Library. 

After the induction cere-
mony, the members and their 
families celebrated over a dinner 
followed by remarks from 
KO alumnus Brent Speed ‘05.

Modeled after the collegiate 
honor society Phi Beta Kappa, Cum 
Laude seeks to honor and recog-
nize the academic achievements of 
seniors in independent secondary 
schools all over the country.

This year, 21 percent of the 
senior class was inducted into 
the society. This year’s inductees 
were Ryan Albanesi, Grace Amell, 
Sasha Bash, Jacob Brown, Amanda 
Civitello, Shelby Fairchild, Noah 
Hawks-Ladds, Celia Jarmoc, Tara 
Kilkenny, Carolyn McCusker, 
Ambika Natarajan, Alec Rossi, 
Emilie Sienko, Ryan Silvers, 
Noah Stanton, Bonnie Stein-
berg, and Cassandra T-Pederson.

Selection into the Cum 
Laude society is competitive and 
typically limited to the top 20 
percent of the graduating class.

 In addition to academic 
excellence, inductees have to 
exhibit KO’s core values and 
principles of good citizenship. 
Emilie said that being inducted 

into the society was a testa-
ment to all of her hard work. 

“Being named to Cum 
Laude was such an honor,” she 
said. “It is nice to be recognized 
for the hours I spent on school, 
all while balancing sports, 
clubs and other commitments.” 

Span i sh  t eache r  and 
Cum Laude Chapter Presi-
dent Brenda Semmelrock said 
that the selection process typi-
cally begins in January after the 
release of first-semester grades. 

While members are not 
chosen until after the new 
year,  the speaker is often 
chosen in the October or 
November before the ceremony.

Mrs. Semmelrock said that 
the Alumni Office is crucial in 

finding a great speaker. “[The] 
Alumni Office has all the contact 
information and updates on what 
[alumni have] done,” she said. 
Mrs. Semmelrock also said that the 
Assistant to the Associate Head of 
School and Director of Communi-
cations and Marketing Blair Elliot, 
helps with seating, arranging the 
dinner, and sending out invitations.

The KO alum chosen 
to speak at the dinner must 
be a member of the society. 

This year’s speaker, Mr. 
Speed, was described by Mrs. 
Semmelrock as “a dynamic and 
well rounded person,” Mr. Speed 
won the Primus Medal – KO’s 
highest citizenship award for a 
male senior – as a student. While 
at KO, Mr. Speed was a senior 

prefect, Student Government 
speaker, news editor for the KO 
News and a varsity tennis player. 

Mr. Speed is currently a 
senior research fellow on the 
Committee on Capital Markets 
Regulation. He graduated from 
Harvard College with honors 
and then attended Harvard Law 
School. While at Harvard Law, 
Mr. Speed was also the editor 
of the Harvard Law Review.

Mr. Speed said that he 
has relied on his Kingswood 
Oxford education during both 
his career as a lawyer and as 
a student. “I’ve had to rely on 
what I learned at KO,” he said. 

Citing his experience with 
A.P. Economics teacher Tracy 
Deeter, Mr. Speed said that his 
knowledge of micro- and macro-
economics from her class has been 
helpful in analyzing business cases.

While at Harvard Law, 
Mr. Speed had U.S. Senator 
Elizabeth Warren as a contracts 
professor. He described her class 
as rigorous and often stressful, 
but said that the confidence 
he developed at KO allowed 
him to succeed in this course.

Charging the inductees to 
organize their time effectively, 
persevere, and care beyond self, 
Mr. Speed also said that his diffi-
culty in BC Calculus allowed 
him to accept and grow from 

failure after graduation. “When 
you face tough times...indi-
vidual failures don’t define us...
and if you move forward [from 
them] you’ll grow” he said. 

Mr. Speed participated 
in the Team Tobati service trip 
twice. He said that his experience 
there taught him the importance of 
helping others. He mentioned that 
he met his wife at Harvard while 
giving her directions to an event. 
To him, this reaffirmed the impor-
tance of reaching out to others.

B o t h  s t u d e n t s  a n d 
parents who attended the cere-
mony said that they really 
enjoyed Mr. Speed’s remarks. 

KO parent Donna Sienko 
said she enjoyed hearing about how 
Mr. Speed’s time at KO prepared 
him for professional success. 

“I thought he was fantastic. 
He did a great job of articulating 
how his time at KO shaped his 
future experiences,” she said.

Senior inductee Sasha 
Bash said that she also enjoyed 
the speaker. “He was a very 
engaging speaker,” she said. “He 
talked about a lot about KO’s core 
values and how these have helped 
him. It was great to hear from a 
successful KO graduate and how 
KO led him to where he is now.” 

Juniors are already working 
hard in order to be recognized and 
inducted into the society next year. 

 The 17 newest Cum Laude inductees pose for a group photo after the induc-
tion ceremony on Thursday, Feb. 16. Photo by David Newman ’80.

2020 field house comes into focus
by Adam Ovian ’18

The newly renovated field house has courts for tennis, basketball and volleyball. There is also an indoor track,  batting cages for softball and baseball, and a yoga studio. Photos by Shelby Fairchild ’17 

The Field House has been 
one of the most anticipated 
projects of the 2020 Vision 
and has just been completed.

The project was planned 
last year and construction began 
over the summer. Director of 
Institutional Advancement Randy 
Stabile said that the project 
finished on time and on budget.

While the decision to turn 
the rink into a field house upset 
the hockey team, ultimately 
the administration decided to 
continue with the project. The 
new Field House will be more 
accessible to a wider variety of 
teams than previously before.

Several key changes have 
been made to the space. Most 
importantly, the floor has been 
renovated. A top of the line seven-

teen layer floor has been put in that 
will give longevity to the space.

 The floor has been been 
strategically designed to allow 
multiple sports to use the Field 
House. “The coloring is such that 
tennis would be the primary use 
because it is a varsity sport and 
because the kids have to call their 
own lines and everything… There 
are lines for volleyball so they can 
play it in here, but it will be for 
intramural. [Play] won’t be highly 
competitive because it’s not the best 
surface for that,” said Mr. Stabile. 

There are also lines for 
basketball courts. A two-lane track 
has also been drawn around the 
courts and a batting cage hangs from 
the ceiling which can be lowered 
for baseball and softball practices.

In addition to the practice 
space, there will also be a gym for 
public use. This will supplement 

the current weight room which 
will be mainly used as a space 
for teams to work out. A dance 
and fitness studio has also been 
added. Both will be opened when 
they can be staffed later this year.

A handful of other changes 
have been made. A conference 
room for recruiters to meet with 

students was built and ceiling 
tiles to mediate echoing and a 
new sound system were also 
installed. The bathrooms have 
also been renovated and the tennis 
courts outside have been repaved.

The project cost a total of 
approximately $5,000,000 and 
all the funding for the project 
was taken out as a loan, to 
prevent an increase in tuition. 
The administration predicts that 
they will be able to make incre-
mental payments on the loans. 

At the entrance to the 
building, several hundred bricks 
have been laid which will bring in an 
estimated $90,000 for the project. 
Current families and alumni will 
be able to donate $300 to have 
their names carved in the bricks. 

“The title sponsor of the 
building will be the Hoffman 
Family. The Hoffmans along 

“As a graduating 
senior, I regret 
that I will not 
have the chance to 
use the field house 
facilities.”
– Meredith Ferris

with other  famil ies  made 
$2,000,000 in donations that got 
the project going, said Stabile.

The field house will have 
a soft opening soon with tennis 
practices shifting inside the space 
after break. A grand opening 
will be held at a later date.

M a n y  s t u d e n t s  s a i d 
that they were excited for 
the new field house to open. 

Senior  Alec Rossi said that 
he was eager to take advantage of 
the new resources.  “KO’s new 
field house is similar to gyms 
on college campuses. It will be 
great to have access to a track and 
more workout spaces,” said Alec.

Senior Meredith Ferris 
said that she wished the field 
house had been renovated sooner. 
“As a graduating senior, I regret 
that I will not have the chance 
to use the field house facilities.
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by Noah Stanton ’17

After every sports season, KO 
athletes, parents, and coaches come 
together to celebrate the success of all of 
our teams. Every team goes up on stage and 
each individual is recognized and receives 
a participation award. Coaches also have 
the opportunity to share the details of 
their season and present specific awards to 
players such as MVP or the Coaches’ Award. 

The KO News recognized that there 
are many successful components of the sports 
assembly. First, it includes both junior varsity 
and varsity teams. This is laudable because it 
is often easy for JV teams to be overlooked. 
Their hard work, dedication, and persever-
ance are important qualities that can eventu-
ally help lead players to the varsity level. 

Furthermore, the sports assembly 
emboldens the KO community to support 
one another and celebrate one another’s 
successes. Often the KO community sees 
only a big game or a championship, but, 
outside of this, only teammates, coaches, 
and parents are able to closely follow a 
team. With the sports assembly, everyone 
can learn about a team’s season and 

commemorate it. Thus, the sports assem-
blies are successful because they promote 
KO’s core values of respect, hard work, 
dignity, caring beyond oneself, and passion.

However, we suggest several changes 
to improve the event. Wednesday nights are 
tough nights for KO students. The combi-
nation of school, a sports game or practice, 
and sports assembly often leads no time 
for other work or personal commitments. 

If the sports assembly were moved 
to a Friday night, students would feel less 
stress and be able to balance sports and 
school work. Furthermore, all of the awards 
for each team could simply be read off at 
one time and students could stand up. This 
would make the assembly more efficient, 
while maintaining its integrity. Lastly, it is 
important to note that many teams also have 
dinners in which the coach speaks or awards 
are given, making the assembly redundant. 

Overall, the idea of the sports assembly 
is important as it encourages team sports and 
supporting members of the KO community. 
With these recommendations, the positive 
effects of the assembly could be even larger. 

Recently students have been sending 
out emails to the entire school. While 
the ability to pass a message to the entire 
student body is useful, there are often other 
and more appropriate venues for doing so. 

Weekly assemblies and announce-
ments on the daily bulletin, for example, 
are just two ways students can communi-
cate with the KO community. While sending 
mass emails seems like an easy way to 
contact the whole school, there are draw-
backs to this method of communication. 

Mass emails can start long email 
chains that everyone in the school receives. 
Not only does this clog up people’s email 
boxes, it creates unnecessary distractions. 
A recent mass email was sent to the entire 
school that resulted in students making 
rude jokes about specific social groups. 
While the email was sent with good inten-
tions, students took advantage of the chain.

Mass emailing brings light to 

an important life skill: email etiquette. 
English Teacher Pamela Frye recently 
praised her students’ use of email. Mrs. 
Frye said that she was surprised with how 
cordial and professional the emails KO 
students sent compared to her old school. 

Sending an email to a teacher that 
simply asks the question needed is curt. A 
proper email, however, addresses the recip-
ient, uses full sentences, and thanks the 
recipient at the end. While using this format 
does not take a lot of time, the effect is huge. 
It is important how we present ourselves 
through writing. Often times, first encoun-
ters and impressions are made over email.

Juniors were taught about proper 
online etiquette during college advising 
workshops. While this is a very beneficial 
skill when communicating with college 
representatives, this is a skill that should 
be further emphasized in freshman-year 
English classes and advisee groups.

‘Time out’ on extraneous 
sports assemblies 

Stop the spam! Mass 
emails inundate inboxes

Kids need to be 
held accountable

I love KO. With only two months 
until graduation, I have come to realize 
just how important this place is to me; it 
has molded me into who I am. Without this 
community, these teachers and students and 
friends, I would not be the same. We are 
so fortunate to grow up on a campus with 
people who care about and respect us, in an 
environment where we are encouraged to 
make mistakes in order to learn from them. 

However, as much I love KO – and 
I really, truly, honestly do love it – I do not 
think that it has been utilizing its tightly-knit, 
supportive community to its fullest extent. 
Some of my past editorials have been on 
the lighter side, but as a parting gift to the 
KO News, I want in this last issue to write 
honestly about something that has been 
turning my stomach for a very long time 
now, because I hope with all of my heart that 
maybe, just maybe, it might initiate change.

Our school’s core values state 
that KO students strive to “demonstrate 
honesty, integrity, and respect,” as well 
as to “take personal responsibility.” In a 
classroom setting, I think these values are 
rightfully emphasized: Students are consis-
tently warned about the perils of academic 
dishonesty, and if someone is caught for 
plagiarism, he or she is swiftly punished. 
This is something KO does very well. I 
feel that our graduates are sent out into the 
world with a real understanding of what it 
means to take responsibility for one’s own 
work, for we are taught not to cheat and are 
given consequences when cheating ensues.

In a social setting, however, I have 
seen these very same values – honesty, integ-
rity, and respect – tossed aside. Technology 
plays a huge role in our day-to-day lives, 
and although it can serve as a great tool for 
connection, I believe that social media and 
the anonymity it provides will be the down-
fall of this generation. The simple truth is that 
with a screen to block their faces, people are 
undeniably much crueler. However, words 
spoken online are still words spoken, and 
they should therefore receive the same conse-
quences as if they were spoken aloud. This 
is where I believe that KO has been at fault.

As high school students, we are young; 
we say and do stupid things. Yet for us not 
to have consequences for our rash actions 
is to deprive us of a lesson in differentiating 
right from wrong, in becoming caring and 
compassionate and considerate adults. When 
disrespectful situations occur on campus or 
over social media – and particularly when 
they are brought to the attention of the admin-

istration – there should be repercussions.
We pride ourselves on our sense of 

community, on the respect with which we 
treat one another and the high standards that 
we hold ourselves to, and, whether we like 
it or not, this community does not disap-
pear when students leave campus at 3 p.m. 
Through social media, the KO community 
exists 24/7, and these same standards must 
be upheld in all areas of its being. Cases 
of bullying or harassment may not always 
be black-and-white, and most do not merit 
extreme punishment, such as suspension.  

But to sweep these instances under the 
rug because they are complicated is to take 
the easy way out. This lack of reaction not 
only demeans the plight of those affected, 
but it also empowers these perpetrators to 
hurt others even more, particularly when 
they know that the administration is aware 
of their misconduct and still chooses to 
turn a blind eye. Kids need consequences. 
Without them, they will continue to act with 
only themselves in mind, rather than with 
consideration of everyone else around them.

This is one of the reasons why I am 
so proud to be a part of CITCO. As opposed 
to simply punishing students based on the 
protocols for their crimes, we sit down 
with each defendant and mediate a sincere 
discussion about what their actions mean in 
context. The goal of CITCO is not to simply 
hand out punishments; it is designed to give 
students an understanding of right from 
wrong, to allow them an opportunity to take 
responsibility for their misdemeanors and 
re-enter the world with a new perspective. 
This is what KO is about, has always been 
about, and it is how we should be treating 
these more delicate situations, particularly 
those involving social media: by addressing 
them outright rather than pushing them aside.

We are so fortunate to belong to such 
an amazing community where, in almost 
every facet of student life, our core values 
and mission statement are upheld to a T. I 
think it is a shame, however, that within this 
safe environment, our school has not been 
seizing the opportunity to teach its students 
about morality and compassion in addition to 
math and science. Out in the real world – in 
college, grad school, and beyond – people are 
not as forgiving as they are here. We might 
never get this chance to improve ourselves 
again. KO must nurture its students, yes, but 
it must also be firm with them when they 
lack an understanding of the effects of their 
actions. As tricky as it might be, we have to 
help each other grow; it is the only way to 
improve the world, one morally conscious 
Kingswood Oxford graduate at a time.
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Audience a major key for musical
by David Marottolo ’18

I’d like to start off by making 
it clear that, yes, this is an article 
supporting mandatory attendance 
at the KO winter musical. As such, 
it is a direct refutation of the article 
published in the last issue of the KO 
News which spoke out against this 
practice. My article is in no way 
meant as a personal attack to the 
writer of that article or the article 
itself, merely as a (hopefully) artic-
ulate response to what some see as 
a contentious topic on campus.

No doubt there are some 
readers saying, “So what? The 
musical’s over – who even cares 
any more? Is this even relevant?” 
As you might have guessed, my 
answer is a resounding YES. I 
believe that making attendance 
at the winter musical manda-
tory sets an important precedent, 
one which I will elaborate on in 
the conclusion to my arguments.

The most common argument 
against mandatory viewing of the 
musical is that it’s inconsistent with 
school behavior for other sporting 
events. To be clear, the musical is 
a full-season sports commitment 
(and, despite what some might 
have you believe, everyone on the 
cast and crew treats it as such – 
there is no question of the musical’s 
status as a sport). So if we treat it 
as a sport, then why should the 

Senior thes(is) 
wasted potential
by Vivian Goldstein ’17

 If I had to define the goal 
of senior thesis in one sentence, it 
is combining your own ideas and 
passion for academic pursuit with 
the research of another scholar to 
come to some new and original 
idea or understanding, all while 
having FUN (despite the fact 
that it’s not very fun). The idea 
is not only brilliant, but admi-
rable. The problem is that it’s 
hindered by its current format.

As it is, the senior thesis 
is basically a very long English 
paper, but the nature of an English 
paper is restrictive. Why can’t 
students explore a new mathemat-
ical concept, create and perform 
a new musical piece, or take an 
internship at a science institute? 

All of these possibilities 
would much better suit the purpose 
of senior thesis and are more 
beneficial to students as a whole. 
Therefore, it’d be more beneficial 
to shift the format of senior thesis 
to that of a capstone or project.

Personally, I would continue 
writing an English paper because 
that’s what I enjoy, but I can guar-
antee at least half of the school 
disagrees with me. For those 
students, writing another paper 
is nothing more than a chore. 

Wouldn’t it be consider-
ably better if they were genu-

inely interested and passionate 
about what they were doing?

For  a  s choo l  whe re 
“embracing intellectual curiosity” 
is a core value, it is missing out 
on a huge opportunity to foster it! 
If students’ curiosity leads them to 
the stage rather than the English 
classroom, why stop them? 

Allowing them to do some-
thing they’re passionate about 
works hand-in-hand with curi-
osity, engagement, and more 
lasting lessons; (that might also 
achieve the goal of being FUN!).

Furthermore, as a prep 
school, specifically writing an 
English paper doesn’t help to 
prepare every student for college. 
If a student, for example, hoping 
to be a science major does intri-
cate and important work studying 
and publishing a paper on biology 
in high school, it’s significantly 
more pertinent to his or her 
future than an English paper.

Restricting students to 
this forced format hinders their 
writing and exploring abilities. 
Writing is undoubtedly important 
in college, but there are so many 
other forms of writing: historical 
research papers, labs, or published 
m a t h e m a t i c a l  a rg u m e n t s . 

After four years of high 
school English courses, students 
generally know how to write a 
literary analysis paper. For those 

wanting to branch out, learning 
and developing the ability to write 
other types of papers in a safe envi-
ronment is infinitely more helpful.

Other schools have less 
specific,  interdepartmental 
“capstone” projects that are 
wildly successful. A friend of 
mine, interested in teaching, was 
a teaching assistant at another 
public school, which cemented 
her decision to become a teacher 
and helped her decide what 
age group she wants to teach. 

On an even more impres-
sive note, true story: A kid started 
a soccer ball company as his high 
school “capstone’’project. It is now 
called Eurosport and he’s ridicu-
lously rich and retiring in his 20s.

I will not argue that the 
current format isn’t helpful. It is, 
and it does accomplish its mission. 
But, it’s not the most flexible and 
efficient way to serve the needs and 
interests of  all students. And isn’t 
that what senior thesis is really 
about: the betterment of students?

It’s true that this approach 
would put more strain on other 
departments, but other depart-
ments have already discussed this 
and come to a consensus: They 
don’t care and everybody is on 
board. So what are we waiting 
for? Let’s expand this wonderful 
ideal from that of an English thesis 
to more of a “capstone project.”

Wage gap a lie?
by Jack Antico ’17

Almost everyone has heard 
the phrase, “a woman makes 78 
cents on the dollar compared to a 
man.” While not factually incorrect, 
this statement is a blatant manipu-
lation and distortion of the truth. 

Studies that have found this 
seemingly 20 percent tax paid 
by all women to the patriarchy, 
simply took the median average 

of a male worker and the median 
average of a female worker, and 
did a percentage difference. Yup, 
all it takes is some fifth grade math 
(remember mean, median, and 
mode?) to push a false narrative 
that has changed American politics. 

Half of the people still 
reading this are probably already 
mad because I’m challenging 
their belief that if a man and 
woman work the exact same job 
for the exact same hours, the 
women will make 20 percent less. 

I’m not surprised. Unfortu-
nately, the White House and many 

The cult of domes-
ticity excluded 
women from the 
workforce, and 
forced them to 
stay at home with 
their kids. 

feminist groups have continually 
pushed the falsehood of a female 
wage gap instituted by the patri-
archal elite secretly running the 
world. A Forbes article wrote that 
even “the White House Equal Pay 
website reports, ‘On average, full-
time working women earn just 78 
cents for every dollar a man earns.’” 

Let me be clear: I’m not 
saying there was never discrimi-
nation against women in the 
workplace. There has abso-
lutely been blatant, stupid, and 
awful discrimination in the past. 

Women were often limited 
to only working clerical, and 
secretarial work. Before that, 
even “women need not apply” 
signs were not unheard of. 

The cult of domesticity 
excluded women from the 
workforce, and forced them to 
stay at home with their kids. 

There are many arguments 
that can be made for and against 
the wage gap, and I could spend 
the rest of the 200 or whatever 
words I have left trying to explain 
them. Yes, if businesses could get 
away with paying their workers 
20 percent less, they would 
mostly hire women to cut costs. 

Yes, 58 percent of college 
degrees go to women and college 
graduates make more on average 
than non-college graduates. Yet, 
I wouldn’t argue that this is a 
result of the matriarchy trying 
to keep men down. Instead, I’ll 
examine the actual cause of 

Continued on page 16

Continued on page 6

musical be given preferential treat-
ment? – or so the argument goes.

Perhaps it’s because musical 
theater is inherently a performance 
art, unlike more “athletic” sports. 
The presence of an audience is 
necessary for a musical perfor-
mance. Of course, having fans 
cheering you on is a boon when 
playing against a tough adver-
sary. But for most sports, you’re 
not primarily competing for your 
fans; you’re playing for your 
teammates, your coaches, to boost 
your team’s ranking and to earn 
respect from your fellow players. 
You’re also playing against 
another team or other athletes.

For the musical, however, 
you’re not just performing for 
the rest of the cast. You’re not 
performing for your “coach.” And 
you’re definitely not competing 
against other schools. The entire 
point of the musical is to perform 
for a live, attentive audience.

The writer of last issue’s 
article also proposed that the “big 
games” of other sports should be 
treated equally with the musical 
performance, but again, the attempt 
to equate one with the other falls 
flat. The school cannot be expected 
to transport the entire student body 
to New Englands or Founders, 
especially if it’s in another state like 
Rhode Island or Vermont. I hope 
the above has made it clear that, if 

we treat the musical as a sport, any 
similar arguments against manda-
tory attendance ultimately fail.

But what if we don’t treat 
the musical as a sport? The writer 
of last issue’s article asked, why 
prioritize the musical over other 
forms of art such as “taking 
penalty kicks or returning points?”

Frankly, my opinion on this 
matter is an unpopular one, but I’ll 
share it anyway: I don’t consider 
such displays of athletic prowess 
to be art. Yes, certain levels of skill 
merit praise and attention, but they 
cannot be held to the same aesthetic 
level as musical theater or photog-
raphy or dancing. These all require 
skill, yes, but there’s an emotional, 
pseudo-philosophical essence that 
is not necessary for excellence in 
more physical sports, but abso-
lutely vital to activities such as the 
musical. Some may naturally not 
agree with this, and I welcome such 
disagreement (as long as it goes 
beyond a simple “You’re wrong”).

The author of the previous 
issue’s article then went on to 
assert that, if we treat the musical 
as simply another art form, we 
shouldn’t elevate it to a more 
prominent position than other 
KO music performances. First 
off, I am more than amenable to 
making all ensemble performances 
at KO mandatory. However the 
musical, both in scope of perfor-

mance and in terms of time 
and budget, clearly outweighs 
these other  performances.

Thus it is clear that, sport or 
not, the musical is a performance 
that should remain mandatory.

The third key argument 
that the writer of the previous 
article made is that many students 
leave this “mandatory” perfor-
mance early. In my opinion, this 
is emblematic of a larger problem, 
one which I will address fully at the 
end of this article. I’m not going 
to provide any estimated statis-
tics or guesses as to crowd size, 
nor can I provide any information 
about where students hang out if 
they refuse to attend the musical. 

Suffice it to say that using 
the failure of students to attend as 
justification for not attending is 
ridiculous. I’m entirely in favor of 
stricter enforcement of attendance 
at the winter musical, if it mitigates 
the use of the dubious actions of 
a small minority of the student 
body as a tool to lessen one’s 
own guilt over not supporting 
one’s friends’ performance. 

Such behavior is decidedly 
low-brow, and yes, I’m talking to 
all of you who ditched the perfor-
mance (swimmers, you’re excused, 
though failing to adjust the team’s 
schedule well in advance of this 
clearly foreseen conflict seems 
rather inconsiderate of the students 

involved in the show). Honestly, 
people will always find a reason 
to leave if they set their minds to 
it, but this does not countenance 
the condoning of such departures.

The final two arguments 
proposed by the previous article 
were that a) “it forces kids [...] to 
come to the school musical even 
though [they] don’t want to” and 
such kids will “go on their phones, 
[...] and talk to their classmates,” 
and b) “it can build resentment 
between the arts staff and athletes.” 
I will dissect these two claims as 
impartially as possible. Disre-
garding the fact that the first state-
ment is essentially a threat of poor 
behavior if mandatory attendance 
is not removed, blaming such 
actions on the mandatory nature of 
the performance is a non sequitur 
argument, a logical “leap of faith” 
as it were. There is no proven corre-
lation between being required to 
watch a performance and behaving 
disrespectfully to one’s friends. If 
students aren’t mature enough to 
behave respectfully and watch 
their peers on stage, that shouldn’t 
be the administration’s problem. 
As for the second argument, I 
would argue that supporting your 
friends as they perform bene-
fits our “vital sense of commu-
nity,” as opposed to damaging it.
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Sanctuary cities create a more 
secure place for everyone
by Aparajita Kashyap ’18

Recen t ly,  “ sanc tua ry 
cities” have become a hot topic 
in America. Different sanc-
tuary cities, counties, and states 
have different policies, but in 
general, the phrase refers to 
places that welcome unauthor-
ized immigrants and will not use 
municipal/local funds to enforce 
national immigration laws. 

Essentially, these cities 
leave immigration enforcement 
to the federal government, so that 
the city police force can focus 
on crime and other local issues. 
According to the 2012 Supreme 
Court case Arizona v. US only the 
federal government has authority 
over immigration enforcement.

In Connecticut (which is a 
sanctuary state along with Cali-
fornia, Rhode Island, New Mexico, 
and Colorado), for example, local 
law enforcement does not carry out 
requests made by ICE (Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement) 
unless there is a judicial warrant, 
the individual has been convicted 
of a (violent) felony, or the person 
is an identified gang member. 

While there are other 
criteria and the policy is more 
nuanced, sanctuary cities are 
essentially this: If unauthorized 
immigrants commit a serious 
crime, they will be turned over to 
ICE (at which point deportation 
is likely). No one is suggesting 
that criminals of any type be 
allowed to roam free in the streets. 

While some people believe 

Crime rates have 
not been rising 
as a result of the 
influx of immigra-
tion, because they 
have not been 
rising at all.

that sanctuary cities will increase 
crime, studies have shown 
that this is false. In general, 
the increase in immigration in 
the past two decades has not 
increased crime; in fact, crime has 

been decreasing since the 1990s. 
While these statistics do 

not necessarily prove that the 
increase in immigration has 
caused the decrease in crime, 
they suggest that crime rates have 
not been rising as a result of the 
influx of immigration, because 
they have not been rising at all.

Most studies show that 
being a sanctuary city has no 
real impact on the crime rate, 
and some studies (such as one 
conducted by the University of 
California at San Diego) even 
show lower rates of crime. 

Logically, this actually 
makes sense. Encouraging a 
good relationship between all 
people (including undocumented 
immigrants) and the police is 
imperative to keeping a city safe. 

Undocumented immigrants 
will be much less likely to report 
a crime (that they witness or that 
they are a victim of) if they fear 
police officers asking them about 
their immigration status or turning 
them over to ICE. Ultimately, 
this makes the entire city safer. 

Many people in the United 
States stereotype undocumented 

immigrants, calling them aggra-
vated felons and associating 
them with crimes such as murder 
and firearms or drug trafficking. 
According to the CRS (Congres-
sional Research Service), the 
vast majority of undocumented 
immigrants do not fit this descrip-
tion; additionally, they make 
up a smaller percentage of the 

inmate population in state prisons 
(compared to their percentage of 
the total U.S. population). The 
vast majority of people who are 
detained by ICE are charged with 

“immigration offenses” (essen-
tially trying to enter or exist in the 
country). These offenses make up 
49.6 percent of all federal arrests, 
which means that the government 
is spending billions of dollars 
to imprison people who pose 
virtually no threat to the public. 

One common argument is 
that these immigrants are here 
without documentation, so they 
should automatically be deported. 

However, I (and many 
other people in this country, as 
evidenced by the fact that over 200 
cities call themselves sanctuary 
cities) believe that, while immi-
gration reform may be necessary, 
mass deportation is not the solu-
tion; it is never right to rip an inno-
cent family apart, nor is it right to 
detain people who pose no threat 
to the United States for months 
on end (as ICE does) before 
throwing them out of the country. 

From both a humanitarian 
and economic perspective, sanc-
tuary cities make sense. They 
promote the safety of all people, 
and they are protecting the right 
that all human beings should 
have: to live a life free of fear. 

The govern-
ment is spending 
billions of 
dollars to 
imprison people 
who pose virtu-
ally no threat to 
the public.

Advice Column
Question: What should I do when my friend 

doesn’t like the way I act and says I need to change 
to be friends with them?

by Chastity Rodriguez

OK dear One, first let’s 
define friendship as a mutually 
nutritive relationship where 
each person is accepted for who 
they are and can be vulnerable 
with each other without fear.  

Based on your question, 
it sounds like this person is a 
classmate and not a friend. A 
classmate is someone we are 
kind, polite, and respectful 
toward but not someone with 
whom we feel safe sharing 
personal deets or our flaws.

That said, if you would 
like to try to develop a friendship 
with this person, then you, dear 
One, have some thinking and 
deciding to do. You might ask 
yourself: Are they asking me to 
change aspects of my personality 
I already know are problematic 
and want to change anyway? 

For example, do you lie 
to impress or when in distress? 
Are you self-deprecating and 
fishing for compliments more 
often than not? Is there a petty 
side to you that keeps you from 
enjoying your time fully? Do 
you lead with pessimism and 
sarcasm and spend a lot of your 
time sitting in judgment? If 
these are the things this person 

is asking you to change in order to 
maintain a friendship with them, 
then by all means thank them for 
shining a light on parts of yourself 
that you want to work on as well 
and be really grateful that you have 
somebody who will be patient 

Be mature and 
kind and have 
a courageous 
conversation 
instead...
with you while you do that work!

Alternatively, is this person 
asking you to change parts of 
yourself you absolutely love and 
wouldn’t change in a thousand 
years? For example, are you an 
outside-of-the-box thinker whose 
perspective on the world isn’t 
easily digested? Are you comfort-
able being fully expressed and 
love attracting attention because 
you know what to do with it? 

Do you think that sitting 
around and talking about other 
people is beyond boring and 
you’d rather be discussing 
and debating the latest events 

happening in the world around 
you? Do you like talking to new 
people and trying new things? 

Whatever it is about your-
self, if you love it, then definitely 
don’t lose it and definitely not 
to maintain a relationship with 
someone who cannot or will 
not accept you for the unique 
awesomeness that is YOU.  

If, after giving it some 
serious thought, you decide 
that you no longer want to 
maintain a relationship with 
this person, please don’t ghost 
them. Be mature and kind and 
have a courageous conversa-
tion instead, during which 
you let them know you wish 
them well but you love your-
self as is and you aren’t going 
to be changing anytime soon.  

This avoids the hurt feel-
ings and confusion ghosting 
leaves in its wake and bonus! 
It gives them the chance to be 
self-reflective, and who knows 
what good might come of that?  
And if you are curious about 
what constitutes a courageous 
conversation, please email me 
your free blocks so we can 
set up a time to chat in the 
cozy confidential confines of 
the counseling office located 
in the basement of Roberts.

@ me next time
A closer look at subtweeting:

by Janvi Sikand ’19

OK everyone, let’s talk 
about subtweeting. I’m sure you all 
know what this is… or don’t you? 
Ha, figures. Some people, I swear.

All right, all right. Subt-
weeting, in my experience, is 
the practice of indirectly refer-
encing another person by making 
a snide comment without neces-
sarily naming any names. The 
name comes from Twitter, 
because that’s where, as we all 
know, loads of nasty people 
make terrible comments about 
others (see what I did there?). 

H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  t e r m 
c a n  b e  u s e d  i n  a  v e r y 
wide range of  s i tuat ions . 

Nowadays ,  i t ’s  used 
mostly in real-life situations, 
like when someone says some-
thing rude that’s clearly in refer-
ence to another person, but 
never directly mentions them. 

This situation is the origin 
of the phrase “@ me next time,” 
when the person being subt-
weeted tells the subtweeter to Continued on page 6

It’s natural to 
want to blow off 
steam with snark, 
but maybe not the 
best idea.

go ahead and say their name the 
next time they want to be petty.

On that note, is subt-
weeting petty? In my opinion, 
it sure is. It’s natural to want 
to blow off steam with snark, 
but maybe not the best idea. 

Every one of us, though, is 
guilty of having done it at some 
point or another. If you say you 
haven’t – that you’ve never once 
muttered something which points 
out a beef you have with another 
person – then I advise you take 
a nice, long look at yourself and 
reconsider. Still haven’t changed 
your mind? Well, I mean, not 
everyone can be as completely 
perfect as YOU, now can they?

See that? That’s petty. Trying 
to drag a person, especially around 
others, without outright saying 
you’ve got a problem with them is 
petty. It can be a low blow and, to be 
honest, subtweeting is scary some-
times because you never know for 
a fact who’s being referred to. 

Like in the example I gave 
in the last paragraph, I bet at 
least a few of you might have 
taken it personally or felt just a 
bit attacked. What if the writer 
of this article hates me? Do their 
words apply to anything I’ve 
done? Did they say that because 
I’ve been acting pretentious lately? 

In such circumstances, 
subtweeting can induce a lil’ 
spook in your friends and peers, 
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Fearing failure and recognizing risk
by Asha Appel

Way back in September, 
when we weren’t crossing 
our fingers for snow days and 
counting the days to Spring 
Break, I was walking by the 
group of benches on the walkway 
between Seaverns and CT. 

A bunch of sophomores were 
hanging about, enjoying the warm 
sun and being together, and Sean 
James, a new Form 4-er, yelled 
my name. When I turned, he had a 
football poised over his shoulder; 
“Catch,” he said to me, smiling. 

This was terrible. Surely 
I  would miss i t .  Whoosh, 
right through my open arms. 

Or it would hit me in the 
head and I might be knocked 
unconscious with only this group 
of sophomores to call 911. Teacher 
down. Yeah, Ben Tauber was right 
behind me, and he would catch it 
if I missed, but no matter what, 

there would be public ignominy, 
and I would feel old and less-
than-spry and uncoordinated 
(all of which is true, but seeing 
it splayed out on the sidewalk is 
painful, nonetheless). No way. 

See here’s the thing: We 
are all terrified of failure. We 
are all terrified that someone is 
going to see us as vulnerable 
and flawed and less-than. And 
we’re all terrified of that public 
eye of judgment, the one that 
grades and assesses and assumes. 

Even as I write this, I 
doubt and fear: Will anyone read 
this? If they read it, will it make 
sense? Will it speak to someone, 
anyone, in the KO community? 
Do I really know how to use a 
semi-colon? (Ok, I do, but still.) 

But isn’t this the opposite 
of what I didactically and tire-
somely repeat to my students: “I 
want you all to be comfortable 
with being uncomfortable.” I say 

these words year after year to 
kids, thinking that I’m inspiring 
at least some of them to try new 
things, to embrace failure, to 
experiment, to seek the next thing. 

When I’m really on a roll, 
I recite Rilke to them: “The 
point is, to live everything. Live 
the questions now. Perhaps you 
will then gradually, without 
noticing it, live along some 
distant day into the answer.” 

I downplay grades and focus 
on the process. I emphasize revi-
sion and progress, not results, 
and I expect kids to be fearless 
and courageous in confronting 
the challenges of reading and 
writing. And I believe all of this. 
I really do. It’s just that I don’t 
always take my own medicine. 

On the one hand, as Whitman 
says, I contain multitudes and 
very well, I contradict myself. Of 
course, we can’t always live by 
the credo we establish. So I should 

give myself a break, right? Well, 
no, because even more than risk-
taking, I value effort.  And when 
we know what matters to us and 
what we value, we can do our very 

... We are all terri-
fied of failure. We 
are all terrified 
that someone is 
going to see us as 
vulnerable and 
flawed and less-
than.

best to do things that uphold those 
values (and resist those things that 
oppose them) even when there 
are consequences like ignominy 

and embarrassment and isolation. 
We can recognize the feeling 

of fear in our stomachs, name it, 
and then do the thing inciting that 
breathlessness, that ache anyway. 

We can be Lady Gaga 
jumping off that roof into the 
abyss of starlight and dark-
ness and screaming people 
who may or may not adore us. 

As the amazing Kathryn 
Schultz writes in her recent article 
for The New Yorker, “We will 
lose everything we love in the 
end. But why should that matter 
so much? By definition, we do not 
live in the end: we live all along 
the way.” Indeed, life isn’t about 
the losing. It’s about the finding. 

And so it is that when 
Sean smiled in that now familiar 
impish way and said, “Comfort 
in risk taking, Asha. Comfort 
in risk taking,” I nodded. And 
then I closed my eyes (really, I 
did). And Sean threw the ball.

by Kata Baker

I’ll admit I love musicals. 
I grew up listening to Sond-
heim, Andrew Lloyd Webber and 
Rodgers and Hammerstein on the 
CD player in my parents’ kitchen. 
I was fortunate enough to attend 
numerous shows on Broadway and 
have always sought out an oppor-
tunity to visit local town theaters. 

So  manda tory  a t t en-
dance at the KO winter musi-
cals not only seems reasonable 
to me, I enjoy going every year. 

I know many students, 
faculty and staff feel the same 
way. The musical is a unique and 
fun break from the daily grind 
at KO – and it’s a rare oppor-
tunity to see our students and 
classmates shine in their talents. 

But I’d argue that whether 
we like musicals or not shouldn’t 
matter. Nor should its ambig-
uous categorization as an after-
school sport, in the rare position 
as the sole activity with manda-
tory attendance. Nor can rude 
audience participation stand as 
an argument against manda-
tory participation. That’s simply 
not what we at KO aspire to be. 

As members of the KO 
community, one of our core 
values (the one that perhaps 

by Dan Carroll ’19

It was sixth grade when 
I went to my first open house at 
KO. It was not my last, and at 
every tour and event I went to, I 
heard similar stories. “There are 
no cliques at KO. We don’t have 
locks on our lockers because 
we trust one another. We value 
the KO community.” The core 
values were read to us prospective 
students by teachers and students. 

In case you’ve forgotten, 
here are the highlights: “King-
swood Oxford inspires students 
...by nourishing their talents 
in a community of teachers, 
students and friends...Demon-
strate honesty, integrity and 
respect...Care beyond self.” 

Caring beyond self, also 
known as empathy, is a pretty 

Wage gap a lie?
Continued from page 4

of this difference in median salary 
and if there even is a wage gap.

The myth of the wage 
gap ultimately results from the 
choices men and women make. 

Quite simply: Men work 
longer hours at full-time jobs, and 
as result get paid more. Women 
work fewer hours at part-time 
jobs, and as a result get paid less. A 
2015 American Time Use Survey 
by the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistic reports that men worked 
8.2 hours per day, compared 
to women working 7.8 hours. 

In a job with 40-hour 
workweeks and a month off, 
those 24 minutes add up to 
5,760 minutes or 96 hours.

Fur thermore ,  s tay-a t - 
home moms are much more 
common than stay-at-home dads.

This could be a result of 
the fact that girls are taught from 
a young age that women should 
stay at home from television shows 
or Disney movies, stopping them 
from having as successful busi-
ness careers than they would have 
had without children. However, 
no one is directly forcing 
women to have kids and stay at 
home, thus making less money. 

Wa g e s  c a n  o n l y  b e 
compared between two genders 
in individual cases, which is 
very hard to do on a large scale. 

In some instances, men 
and women are paid differently 
for the same work, sometimes 
the men making more, some-
times the women making more. 

Thus, determining the actual 
wage gap is very hard to do. This 
is very important because it means 
that all wage gaps are estimations. 

The story about 
subtweeting
Continued from page 5.

and not the good kind. You 
don’t want that, do you now?

And that’s precisely why 
I’m writing this article. I person-
ally decide the topic of each 
and every column I do and, 
to be honest, it doesn’t take 
much for me to go off on rants. 

Sometimes I get very close 
to doing that here. But of course, 
I can’t make this my personal 
monthly diatribe for the whole 
school to see. So, instead, I tell you 
this: The urge to say things of the 
petty variety overcomes everyone 
at some point or another, but you 
should give it a serious thought 
before saying just anything. 

Make sure you consider 
whether dragging this person is 
going to reflect badly on you as a 
person, or bring to light something 
that you or they wouldn’t want 

spread. If you MUST subtweet 
someone, do it on your own time 
and do it, preferably, around people 
who won’t form a bad image of the 
person you’re talking badly about. 

And if it’s a problem you 
think can be sorted out face-to-face, 
I implore you, talk it out with them. 
Yep, that’s right. @ them next time. 
Whatever you choose to do, good 
luck! Ha, I know you’ll need it. :)

Make sure you 
consider whether 
dragging this 
person is going to 
reflect badly on 
you as a person.

resonated most with me) is 
caring beyond self. The cast and 
crew displayed this core value 
in their commitment to putting 
this production together for us. 

Theater, unlike sporting 
events, relies on this beautiful 
reciprocal relationship – the actors 
perform for the audience, and audi-
ence responds with their undi-
vided attention, respect, and joy.

And so, I encourage us as 
a community to put our inter-
ests aside, keep our cell phones 
in our pockets and give our full 
attention and open minds to 
those inside (and outside!) our 
community who perform for us. 

They have spent grueling 
hours crafting a unique, imagi-
native and beautiful product for 
us, the audience. These perfor-
mances, such as the winter 
musical, represent an oppor-
tunity for us to practice caring 
beyond self. We are lucky to 
be the recipients of such a gift. 

Winter musical provides 
chance to care beyond self 

Kata Baker is the Form Four Dean 
and a science teacher at KO.

straightforward idea. I’m not 
going to explain what empathy is, 
because we all should’ve learned 
it when we were five-years old. 
It is because of this that I am 
shocked by a lack of empathy, 
specifically regarding the semi-
required attendance of the musical.

People love to complain 
about how the musical is required. 
A common grievance is that sports 
games don’t have required atten-
dance. I think something that 
is overlooked is that KO sports 
aren’t ignored like the arts. Every 
pamphlet and booklet KO sends 
out advertising the school details 
every sport offered, and shows 
off our teams’ winning records. 

The majority of KO’s social 
media posts are about our sports. 
Teams announce the results of 
each game or meet during our 
Tuesday assemblies. It is diffi-
cult to forget KO athletics.

 Kingswood Oxford has 
always called itself a commu-
nity, where everyone is treated 
with respect and care. However, 
students have written articles 
disrespecting the importance of 
the musical, people have scheduled 
sports so that students can’t go to 
the musical, and students purposely 
avoided attending the musical. 

These are not character-
istics of a community, and they 
are not part of our core values. 
Communities support and respect 
each other. If we don't exhibit 
our core values, then they're 
not values; they're just words.

If we don’t exhibit 
our core values, 
then they’re not 
values; they’re 
just words.

The musical is a 
unique and fun 
break from the 
daily grind at KO 
– and it’s a rare 
opportunity to see 
our students and 
classmates shine 
in their talents. 
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KO alum recounts Everest summit
by Kush Kataria ’20

K O  a l u m n u s  M a r k 
Milewski ’88 described his 
adventurous ascent of Mt. Everest 
at an all-school assembly on 
Friday, Feb. 3, and told students 
they should set and achieve 
equally lofty goals of their own. 

“Not everybody wants to 
climb Mt. Everest,” he said, “but 
there’s got to be some challenge 
you want to achieve. Who knows 
what it may be, so start setting those 
goals and doing them. The ques-
tion is, ‘What is your Everest?’”

He said that the King-
swood Oxford motto, “Vincit 
Qui Se Vincit” (One Conquers by 
Conquering Oneself) inspired and 
sustained him through his conquest 
of the highest peak in the world. 

Mr. Milewski, who holds a 
bachelor’s degree from Syracuse 
University and master’s degrees 
in history and in business from 
the University of Connecticut, is 
an assistant professor of business 
at Tunxis Community College.

After being introduced at the 
assembly by science teacher Alex 
Kraus, who was his coach on the 
KO swim team, Mr. Milewski 
shared photographs and anec-
dotes as he described the many 
challenges he encountered and 

overcame on his expedition to 
the top of Everest last spring, 
ranging from cold temperatures to 
crevasses, from ice falls to illness.  

He credited his years at 
Kingswood Oxford with providing 
him with many of the skills he 
needed for his accomplishments, 
including time-management and 
working under pressure. He said 
KO taught him “the whole-person 
ethos” of mind, body and spirit. 

He also talked about other 
previous experiences that led 
him to climb Mount Everest. 

As a Boy Scout in Troop 
25 in Manchester, Conn., he 
said, he learned the virtue of 
trustworthiness and attained 
the rank of  Eagle  Scout . 

He said that being a Boy 
Scout has translated into his own 
life. “The whole idea of trust-
worthiness is very important,” 
he said. “You are going to do 
what you say you’re going to do.” 

He briefly shared his 
climbing and hiking experiences in 
the Colorado Rockies, Mt. Elbert, 
the Appalachian Trail, and Mt. 
Rainier, and said that, after setting 
the goal of climbing the highest 
peaks on all seven continents, he 
has now ascended five of them.

Mr. Milewski explained 
the process of arriving in Nepal 

and preparing spiritually for the 
expedition with prayer flags. At 
the conclusion of the assembly, 
Mr. Milewski presented the 
school with a prayer flag he had 
carried to the top of Mt. Everest.

He told the audience how 
he spent weeks at base camps 
becoming acclimated to the alti-
tude by going up and then coming 
down. He said this tedious but 
necessary routine showed how 
important preparation and prac-

tice are, because, without those 
weeks of practice, climbing to the 
top would have been impossible. 

He explained that he almost 
didn’t make it to the summit. When 
weather conditions were uncer-
tain, he decided not to try for the 
summit, but the next day, when 
the weather was expected to be 
better, he was offered a last-minute 
opportunity to go up, so he took it.

 To emphasize his point 
that each person should formu-

late a goal and should strive to 
accomplish it, Mr. Milewski 
quoted Walt Disney: “All our 
dreams can come true, if we have 
the courage to pursue them.” 

Several students said they 
found the assembly compelling. 
“I thought the story was very 
interesting,” freshman Zachary 
Barrett said. “We got to experi-
ence the trip and go on a journey 
as the speaker was talking. A take 
away I had from this assembly was 
that anything was possible and 
never be afraid to try new things.”

Freshman Ben Clark agreed. 
“I thought the assembly was inter-
esting and kind of cool,” he said. “It 
is cool to see what you can do and 
accomplish if you try hard enough.”

Ben said the assembly was 
different from other assemblies 
because it is aspiring and moti-
vational. “A take away from the 
assembly is that you can do a lot 
of stuff if you put your mind to it 
and have the resources,” he said.

Zach said he thought the 
Everest assembly was the best 
assembly so far this year, but 
he added that he’s not heading 
for Nepal anytime soon. “Even 
though Everest sounded really 
cool,” he said, “after learning 
about the dangers, I prob-
ably won’t ever climb it.”

Mark Milewski ’88 shares his experiences in summiting Mount Everest with 
the  KO community on Friday, Feb. 3. Photo by Jacqueline Pisani.

KO community donates
42 pints at blood drive

On Monday, March 6, 
students, faculty, and members 
of the KO community gathered 
in Soby Gym to donate blood 
during the 17th annual Warren 
Baird Memorial Blood Drive.

This year’s goal amount 
of blood was 52 pints, and this 
goal was unfortunately not met 
with 42 successful donations. 

There were 69 signups 
to donate blood, and typically 
around 80 percent of the signups 
are successful. Many students were 
not allowed to give blood because 
of their insufficient iron levels.

Director of the Middle 
School Jane Repp is the faculty 
coordinator of the event. She said it 
was the second year that the event 
took place before spring break. 

“In the past it was chal-
lenging because of spring sports. 
People didn’t want to give blood 
because they didn’t want to miss 
practice or a game,” Mrs. Repp 
said. “It also takes away the 
issues that we have with students 
who have traveled to Paraguay.”

Seniors  Laura Pol ley 
and Alec Rossi and juniors 
Gabrielle Ruban and Angie 
DeLucia served as student 
chairs of this year’s blood drive. 

Alec said he is  very 
excited to help lead the blood 
drive again.“We made such an 
impact last year and I am hoping 
to help as many people this year 
as we did last year,” he said.

by Grace Amell ’17 Mrs. Repp said that the chairs 
are vital in running the blood drive. 

“Once the chairs and I meet 
with the Red Cross, the students 
take over the whole event,” she 
said. “I’m used to working with 
middle schoolers, so it is so cool 
to see the initiative the chairs 
take, especially since I’ve known 
some of them since they were 12.”

She added that this level 
of organizaton is unusual in 
a high school blood drive. 

“The Red Cross tells us to 
call people and find other ways 
to solicit donors, but all we have 
to do is sit in the cafeteria and all 
the spots fill up,” Mrs. Repp said. 
“That is a testament to the Upper 
School community. It’s a really 
amazing thing to watch happen.”

This year marks the last 
year that Mrs. Repp is planning to 
run the blood drive, mostly due to 
scheduling difficulties. “It’s hard 
because of the Middle School 
and Upper School schedules,” 

she said, “but this year [Dean of 
Students Will] Gilyard has made 
coordinating much easier, and 
that was the only reason why 
I was planning to step down.”

Mrs. Repp also said that 
working with the student chairs is 
a key part of the event. “We have 
gotten to this place where they just 
run the whole thing,” she said.

Alec said that he agreed 
with Mrs. Repp. “Mrs. Repp 
is instrumental in helping with 
the blood drive, but much of the 
work in registering donors is done 
by student volunteers,” he said.

Senior Noah Stanton is 
donating blood for the first time 
this year. “I’m so excited to 
be able to give something that 
I have so much of to people 
that are in need,” she said. 

Junior Nat Bates said he 
agreed with Noah. “A lot of my 
friends donated blood last year and 
I am happy and excited to finally 
help the cause myself,” he said.

Faculty creates 
own dress code
by Grace Amell ’17

On Jan. 4, the new faculty 
dress code took effect. This 
marks the first time that KO 
faculty have had a formal, 
written dress code to abide by. 

A s s o c i a t e  H e a d  o f 
School Natalie Demers said 
that the purpose of the faculty 
dress code was to put common 
s e n s e  d o w n  i n t o  w o r d s . 

P rev ious ly,  the  on ly 
guidelines were that faculty 
must be dressed professionally. 

“If there is one thing we 
know it’s that everyone’s under-
standing of words  is different,” 
said Mrs. Demers. “‘Profes-
s iona l ’ means  someth ing 
different to everyone at KO.”

The only noticeable differ-
ence between the new written 
dress code and the former expec-
tations is that men are no longer 
required to wear ties, although 
many men still choose to do so. 

“There are some faculty 
that like the tie and prefer that 
look that aren’t in favor of the 
new dress code because they are 
disappointed that some of the 
traditional elements of our attire 
are lost,” said Mrs. Demers, “but 
no one is protesting desperately.”

E n g l i s h  D e p a r t m e n t 
Chair Meg Kasprak said that 
she does not wish that ties were 
still a part of the dress code. 
“Respect does not derive from 
what you wear;  respect derives 
from your behavior,” she said. 

Mrs .  Kasp rak  added 
that the faculty dress code 
should represent the same 
spirit as the student dress code. 

“If what we are trying to 
model is that the student dress 
code should be gender neutral, 
then faculty dress code should 
be gender neutral as well, and 
ties are not gender neutral.”

According to Mrs. Demers, 
the dress code conversation arose 
last year while looking at the student 
dress code. “The faculty wanted to 
have the same conversation about 
ties getting eliminated,” she said. 

A survey was conducted 
in the fall, and then a proposal 
was presented to Mrs. Demers, 
Director of the Middle School 
Jane Repp, and Head of School 
Dennis Bisgaard in November. 

Mrs. Demers said that one 
reason that writing down the dress 
code officially was important is that  
faculty new to KO  had nowhere 
to look for official clothing 
requirements. “It gave everyone 
a common understanding of how 
we want to represent ourselves as 
adults in this community,” she said.

The written dress code 
outlines the spirit of the dress 
code as well as requirements 
for normal dress, dress up days, 
and fall and spring dress code in 
August, September, and May.

There are a few exceptions to 
the faculty dress code, such as  the 
Athletics, Buildings and Grounds, 
and IT departments, which have 
their own dress code requirements. 

Members of the KO community donate blood at the Warren Baird Memorial 
Blood Drive in Soby Gym on Monday, March 6. Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18.
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‘Pippin’ dazzles student audience

Junior prom season 
emerges in full bloom

In the days leading up to 
Saturday, April 1, juniors are 
getting excited for their very 
own “night to remember.” This 
year’s junior prom theme is 
“Under the Big City Lights.” 

Although the parent prom 
committee does not want to give 
too much information away in 
order to keep it a surprise for the big 
night, they said that the dance will 
be covered in lights and hopefully 
take the students and their guests to 
a dreamlike place for a few hours.

A key part of prom for many 
girls is the prom proposal. Recently, 
junior Keegan Toland asked junior 
Haley Carangelo by standing 
outside her door with balloons that 
lit up and a poster he made that 
read, “It would light up my world 
if you went to prom with me.” 

Haley said the best part of this 
ask was that she was not expecting 
it: she thought she was just having 
a casual Friday night in when 
her friend junior Hannah Bash 
said there was a surprise outside.

In contrast to the classic 
flowers and chocolate prom 
proposal from guy to girl, this year, 
juniors Skylar Barron and Amiya 
Young decided to break the tradi-
tion and ask their friends to prom. 

“I loved that I [asked] 
instead of him because it made 
it more fun and especially more 
unexpected,” said Skylar. “It 
didn’t fit into the norm; therefore, 

it got more attention than other 
asks, which is awesome, but for 
Michael [Goldschlager], who is 
super shy, he probably wasn’t 
the biggest fan. However, I loved 
asking him and he loved it too.” 

A lot of people felt pressured 
to create or receive the perfect 
proposal to make the moment truly 
special.  Both Amiya and Skylar 
agreed that after they asked their 
dates, it took away a lot of the pres-
sure and they were able to make it 
fun and exciting for their friends.

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e 
proposal, the junior girls have 
created a Google Document 
dedicated to the dresses and 
dress options girls are consid-
ering wearing. This is to avoid 
people wearing the same dress. 

With the implementation 
of this helpful Google Docu-
ment, guys who are inviting 
girls who do not attend KO 
can see what the other girls are 
wearing and decide what type of 
dresses they would like to wear. 

“I love seeing every-
one’s dresses because they’re 
all so unique and each dress 
fits perfectly with the girl that 
posted it,” said junior Gabrielle 
Ruban. “The Google Doc has 
also been a great way to get dress 
inspiration and store ideas, too.”

In addition to the theme, 
proposals and dresses, all the 
juniors said they are excited 
to have a night together that 
they will remember forever.

by Eliza Charette ’18

Mooke composes with 
unique twist for KO band

Martha Mooke, an inno-
vative electro-acoustic violist, 
will visit KO in late April as the 
school’s second Goodman Banks 
artist. She has written an original 
piece, “Kayomatique,” that she will 
perform with KO’s Upper School 
band and wind ensemble at the 
spring band concert on April 28.

The pioneering violist 
defies classical genres by mixing 
traditional music and instruments 
with electric strings and noises.  

Critics have described 
her hybrid sounds as thrilling 
music that  resonates with 
the  ear  o f  the  audience . 

“The concert’s theme is new 
and modern music, including music 
written 450 years ago to present, 
so the piece she composed for us 
fits right into the repertoire,” said 
senior French hornist Alec Rossi.  

Creative arts teacher Wayne 
Pierce said Ms. Mooke will bring a 
variety of musical knowledge and 
talents to share with KO students.  

“Mooke is primarily a string 
player, but has composed for 
bands too; she knows the instru-
ments well,” he said.  “She deals 
with great elements of music like 
improvisational performance, 
all across the board instruments, 
composition, and a wide range 
of musical interests and expe-
rience, and that’s what made 
her a good fit for the school.” 

Dr. Pierce, the KO teacher 

who invited Ms. Mooke to KO, 
said he first met her 15 years 
ago at the University of Hart-
ford. “When I contacted her last 
spring, I reminded her that I had 
seen her at this workshop and we 
made that connection,” he said. 

The two talked about her 

coming to the school, and they 
worked out a plan for her to compose 
an original piece for the KO band. 

Upper School Creative 
Arts Department Chair Todd 
M i l l e n ,  w h o  d i r e c t s  t h e 
Upper School band, said Ms. 
Mooke’s piece is challenging. 

“When we received the 
piece it was tough because it’s 
nothing like the kids have ever 
done before,” he said.  “There is 

by Nell Schwartz ’19

confident in the spotlight? What 
job is going to make me happy?”

With this show in partic-
ular, Mr. Langmeyer said that he 
wanted KO to make this show its 
own. As a result, while directing, 
Mr. Langmeyer worked with 
music director Steve Mitchell 
and the rest of the cast and crew 
to find ways to incorporate their 
own unique twist on the show.

In KO’s take on “Pippin,” 
various artistic changes were 
made. Aside from simply split-
ting the role of the Leading Player 
into three parts, Mr. Mitchell 
also had to rewrite the arrange-
ment of some solos in order to fit 
the vocal ranges of the new three 
Leading Players, in addition to 
incorporating some harmonies.

In addition, some solo 
numbers were performed by those 
who were not the designated 
leading roles. For instance, typi-
cally sung as a solo by Pippin, the 
number “With You” was sung by 
senior Poppy Sheehan.  The solo 
“Glory,” typically sung by the 
Leading Player, was sung in KO’s 
production by junior Zachary Herz.

Mr. Mitchell  explains 
that when it came to directing 
the music for the show, a lot of 
his vocal direction for the indi-
vidual roles was influenced by 

the persona of each character. 
“The interesting part of 

the show for the individual char-
acters is the roles they play. 
They’re stereotypes throughout 
the entire show,” Mr. Mitchell said.  

“So, for Catherine as the 
love interest, she had to sing 
in this very sweet way because 
that was her character,” he said. 

“[King Char lemagne] 
was gruff, Pippin was innocent, 
Fastrada was sexy and conniving, 
and so, as I taught them to use 
their voices for those songs, I 
was portraying that character.”

When reflecting on Mr. 
Langmeyer’s directing style, Tim 
said he really liked how Mr. Lang-
meyer encouraged the actors to dig 
deep into developing the charac-
ters, even if it meant making a 
few wrong turns along the way, 

“Coming from a background 
of theater education that was 
centered around middle schoolers 
and high schoolers, Mr. Langmey-
er’s style of directing focuses a lot 
more on cast unity and chemistry 
between the actors than simply 
doing the part right,” Tim said.  

“With that being said, he 
created an environment where it 
was OK to take risks and make 
mistakes, because you knew you 
had the support of the cast,” he said.

Elle said that Mr. Lang-
meyer’s enthusiasm for the show 

and his drive to have the actors 
really involved in the personifica-
tion of their characters not only 
made his directing stand out, but 
also made the show come to life.

“Mr. Langmeyer is really 
passionate and loves what he 
does,” Ellie said.  “He’s really big 
on character development and the 
relationships between all the char-
acters, and so part of his directing 
was having us interact a lot with 
one another on stage, even if it was 
just in the background of a scene.”

Mr. Mitchell said that he 
and Mr. Langmeyer collabo-
rated a lot when directing the 
cast through the rehearsals.

“If Mr. Langmeyer wasn’t 
there, we shared some respon-
sibilities,” Mr. Mitchell said. “I 
choreographed some songs too, 
we just kind of did it as a team 
this year, because it was our first 
year to work together and also our 
first year here at KO, in general.”

Elle said that throughout 
the rehearsals and performances, 
Mr. Mitchell, as the music 
director for “Pippin,” was a very 
empathetic and positive figure.

“Mr. Mitchell is really 
good at talking to the kids and 
he is really understanding about 
the fact that we’re going to get 
distracted sometimes and not 
focus all the time, because he knew 
we’d get what we need to get done, 

anyway,” Ellie said. “When he was 
in the pit while we were on stage, 
he was always smiling and clap-
ping for all of us. It was really nice 
having his optimism and support.”

Even though there was some 
uncertainty with the outcome of 
the cast list, Elle said that there was 
definitely a change of heart towards 
the end of the rehearsal process.

“It  was better than I 
expected,” she said. “When I 
first saw the cast list, I was a little 
bit skeptical of how things were 
going to turn out, but then seeing 
everything come together in the 
final weeks made me realize just 
how well Mr. Langmeyer and Mr. 
Mitchell did with the casting list. 

“Everyone really started 
stepping it up during hell week,” 
she said, “by getting really focused 
and engaged during the final 
rehearsals. This paid off in the end 
because everyone ended up doing 
a great job portraying their char-
acters during the performances.”

Both Mr. Langmeyer and Mr. 
Mitchell said they were delighted 
with the outcome of the perfor-
mances. Mr. Mitchell said that, 
while the performances weren’t 
flawless, the cast acted profes-
sionally throughout the shows.

“I was really pleased with 
the performances, I was proud of 
and impressed by the people on 
stage, and I was working with a 

pit of professional musicians who 
were really stunned by the quality 
of the talent. As often happens in 
theater, the second performance 
never goes as well,” he said. 

“I was really pleased with the 
work of every single person on that 
stage,” he said. “They were brave, 
they had good quality sounds, 
they were all singing really well. 

Mr. Mitchell said that 
everyone recovered gracefully 
from mistakes. “When mistakes 
happened, and there were, they 
were so aware and smart that 
they fixed it and got right back on 
track. The audience was unaware 
of anything being wrong unless 
they completely knew a song.”

Even though he acknowl-
edged that none of the perfor-
mances were perfect, Tim praised 
the cast and crew for their compo-
sure and perseverance through 
any of the mistakes made.

“For the Friday show, we 
definitely hit every point that we 
needed to hit,” Tim said. “Every-
thing went well, but, with the 
Saturday and Sunday show, there 
were a few mistakes here and 
there, but we were able to move 
past them and professionally 
keep the show moving forward. 

“It says a lot about the 
cast,” he said, “when they can 
make mistakes and still calmly 
continue on with the show.”

Continued from page 1

“Her incorpora-
tion of instru-
ments like the 
electric viola give 
the piece a very 
unique, exciting 
timbre that differs 
from ordinary 
band music.”
–David Marottolo

nontraditional notation and open 
sections for improve, but the 
kids are doing very well navi-
gating the music and practicing.”

Senior trombonist Grace 
Amell, a player in Wind Ensemble, 
said that Ms. Mooke’s music 
is both special and fun to play, 
as well as a new experience for 
the band to learn and perform. 

“During some sections,” she 
said, “people have to make jungle 
noises with their instruments or 
stand up and play with their back 
to the audience. In addition, while 
the band plays our parts, Martha 
Mooke will be playing a solo on 
the electric viola, which will give 
the piece a very distinctive sound.” 

Junior clarinetist David 
Marottolo said that “Kayoma-
tique” blends classical and pop 
styles. “Her incorporation of 
instruments like the electric viola 
give the piece a very unique, 
exciting timbre that differs from 
ordinary band music,” he said. 

While band members said 
the piece is new and exciting, 
they said it has also been difficult.  

“Because this is the only copy 
of the piece and no other recording 
is out there of it, the students have 
to practice by just reading the 
music and memory,” Mr. Millen 
said.  “They are working on it.” 

Alec said he is eagerly antic-
ipating the performance.  “I am 
looking forward to hearing how 
the piece progresses and seeing 
the audience’s reaction,” he said.
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Senior Jane Shafer has 
been leaving her mark as one of 
the elite artists of the school. Her 
passion and thrill for drawing and 
painting sets her above the rest.

Ever since Jane was a young 
girl, she could often be found 
with a pencil and pad of paper, 
doodling and creating elaborate 
pieces of work. “I've been taking 
art classes since middle school and 
I always enjoyed them,” Jane said, 
“but I never made art outside of 
school until freshman year when 
I took the drawing class that KO 
offers. It wasn't anything special; 
it was mostly just sketches of 
inanimate objects on my desk.”

Jane said she enjoyed her 
casual sketches, but the drawing 
course really changed her perspec-
tive on designing and forming 
various figures and allowed her 
to gain a much more serious 
outlook toward her artistic skills.

Jane loves the leisure of 
creating and working on art. “I 
find art to be really relaxing and a 
creative outlet for me,” said Jane.   
“When I'm upset about some-
thing, it helps to start doodling,”

Once Jane’s hobby became a 
passion, she transformed her work 
from doodles in the side of her 
notebook to intricate projects that 
devote serious time and thought. 

“The project I'm currently 
working on is a mandala, 

Artist of the Month: 
senior Jane Shafer 

which is kind of a geometric 
figure that is made out of a lot 
patterns,” said Jane. “It contains 
some religions meaning and 
it represents the universe.”

Jane says she has been 
working on this project for a while 
and, when she is not at home doing 
schoolwork, she is often devoting 
her spare time to this project.

Jane’s full devotion to this 
piece of work has not stopped her 
from looking ahead to her future 
projects. In fact, she often plans 
and lists upcoming projects in 
advance so that, once she does 
finish, she is not stuck waiting 
for a brilliant idea to strike.  

Jane is very active as an artist 
in the KO community. She currently 
takes an all-senior Studio Seminar 
class, filled with students equally 
as dedicated to their art work. 

by Jacob Brown ’17

Senior Jane Shafer poses with her recent ballpoint pen drawing 
displayed in the KO art gallery. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

Coffeehouse 
displays talent

Senior Sasha Bash, who 
is  also in the Studio Seminar 
class, said that Jane  has a unique 
art perspective. “I am always 
impressed with Jane’s work 
and her  creativity,” she said. 
“Whenever I look over in class, 
she is working hard  and has a 
clear direction for her piece. Her 
current mandala peice is extremely 
intricate and complex. It requires 
a lot of focus and attention!”  

Senior Vivain Goldstein 
agreed. “Jane  puts so  much into all 
of her pieces,” she said. “She really 
puts her heart into it,” she said.

In college next year, Jane 
said she does not plan on giving up 
on her passion. She wants to either 
add art classes to her course load or 
even minor in fine arts. No matter 
what she chooses, it is clear that 
Jane has a bright artistic future.

Student musicians, dancers 
and writers showcased their 
talents at the Epic Coffeehouse in 
Commons from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on 
Friday, Feb. 3. The event, orga-
nized by KO’s literary magazine, 
Epic, incorporated a Valentine’s 
Day theme and brought scores 
of students together to share 
their art skills and abilities and 
have an enjoyable experience.

“The whole point of coffee 
house is to have a medium for 
people to express themselves,” 
junior Chiara Rego said.  Epic Event 
Manager junior Skylar Barron 
said Coffeehouse attendance was 

by Haley Gervino ’18 strong. “The turnout is usually 
very good,” she said. “It also varies 
on how well we start publicizing 
it and advertising it in advance. 
But a good amount of students 
performed and came to watch.”

Epic Co-editor senior 
Julia Goldsmith said that the 
event drew so many students 
that some had to sit on the floor.

The performances were 
the main focus of Coffee-
house,  and many students 
were involved in presenta-
tions both on and off the stage. 

Freshman Remy McCoy, 
who sang “I’m Yours” by Jason 
Mraz, said she felt a little nervous 
at the beginning but began to feel 
more relaxed as she performed.  
“I was just most comfortable 
with the song, and I could play it 
easily on the ukulele,” she said. 

Several students said they 
liked the casual, spontaneous nature 
and atmosphere of Coffeehouse. “I 
enjoyed Coffeehouse,” senior Tim 
Bucknam said, “because it was 
nice to see other kids stepping up 
and performing in front of people.” 

Epic editors said they 
will not be hosting another 
Coffeehouse this spring due to 
prior commitments of students.

However, they stressed 
that they will be publishing 
a spring issue of the literary 
magazine for those who want 
to submit their art or writing 
as well as read others’ work.

Freshman Maggie Eberle performs 
at the Epic Coffeehouse in Commons. 
Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

KO sends five to annual All-States
Six KO students have been 

selected to perform at the Connect-
icut All-State Music Festival 
at the Connecticut Convention 
Center in Hartford from Thursday, 
March 30 to Saturday, April 1. 

The All-State Festival, 
sponsored by the Connecticut 
Music Educators Association, 
presents concerts featuring 
the best scholastic musicians 
in Connecticut  each year. 

The six KO student musi-
cians who will be attending 
are freshmen Harim Hahn and 
Matthew Marottolo, sophomore 
Charlie Coxon, juniors Zachary 
Herz and David Marottolo, and 
senior Noah Hawks-Ladds.

Upper School Creative 
Arts Chair Todd Millen praised 
the four dedicated students he 
has worked with as instrumen-
talists – Harim, Matthew, David 
and Noah. “They are incredible 
musicians who have talent and 
work hard,” said Mr. Millen.

Mr. Millen described the 
All-State Festival as a celebra-
tion of some of the top student 
musicians of the state, as well as 
a conference for music teachers. 

Mr. Millen said that excel-
ling in music takes a lot of self-
discipline and practice, and that 
these students are willing to put in 

by Luv Kataria ’20 the hours necessary for success. 
“When they have a free period, they 
are usually practicing,” he said. 

Creat ive  ar ts  teacher 
David Baker said that the All-
State Festival offers students a 
great experience and the oppor-
tunity to collaborate with some 
of the best student singers 
and musicians in the area. 

He said that the singers he 
has worked with, Charlie and 
Zachary, ask great questions and 
continue to both study and perform. 
“They care about understanding the 
theory behind the music,” he said. 

Mr. Baker said that Charlie 
and Zachary have started a student 
barbershop quartet, which is a 
group of four people who sing in 
close harmony. “Charlie is really 
working to expand his vocal range, 
which is a difficult challenge, but 
something he’s doing well,” he said. 

Mr. Millen described the 
instrumentalists he works with 
as hardworking and talented. 
“David challenges me to think 
more deeply about music,” he 
said, “Harim might be the most 
naturally gifted player I have 
worked with in the last 20 years.” 

Mr. Millen said that Noah 
has some of the best ears and keeps 
things light, and that Matthew 
plays with passion and musicality.

“The  wind  ensemble 
wouldn't be the wind ensemble 

without Harim, David, Noah, 
and Matt,” Mr. Millen said.

Matthew, also a vocalist 
and member of Crimson 7, was 
the top scorer for vocals while 
performing in the Middle School. 

In addition, he performed 
a solo in Crimson 7 in the song, 
“Stand by Me.” Matthew attri-
butes much of his musical growth 
to his hard work and partici-
pation at KO. “KO has taught 
me many lessons,” he said. 

Matthew said that his 
goal as he moves forward is to 
make it into All-Nationals, but 
that he is currently happy about 
making All-States. “It is a good 
opportunity to make music 
with a group of singers who are 
excited to be there,” he said. 

This is Noah’s third year 
performing in All-States, and 
he described the environment 
as a great place to hang out 
with friends and play music. “I 
think I’ve grown a lot musically, 
and these festivals have given 
me the great opportunity to be 
around great musicians,” he said. 

He said that he believes 
that he has played strongly in 
the various ensembles he has 
participated in. “They [the 
other KO students] are all really 
strong players who I’ve enjoyed 
making music with,” he said. 

David, who started playing 

both the clarinet and piano in 
fifth grade, will be attending 
All-States  for  the second 
time. “I started with music in 
elementary school,” he said.  

When he arrived at KO, 
he was part of the concert band 
and choir.  In his freshman 
year, he joined Crimson 7, and 
in sophomore year he joined 
Outlook and wind ensemble.

David said that, on a 
competitive level, he intends to 
prepare for the concerts in order to 
play well. “I do my best to practice 
my part ahead of time,” he said.

He said that he knows 
most of the clarinet players in 
the region as well as who he 
will be playing with. “I think it’s 
really fun because the groups 
sound incredible,” he said.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  D a v i d 
described All-States as a great 
chance to play challenging music. 
“All of the kids who made it 
this year deserve to go,” he said. 

Charlie is going to All-States 
for the first time. “Now, as I’ve 
gotten into my sophomore [year], 
there’s a lot more [groups] to join,” 
he said. Charlie is part of Crimson 
7 and Outlook here at KO. “Any 
music [singing] group that I 
could have joined, I did,” he said.

He said the All-State 
festival allows musicians to do 
more material as they progress. 

“I think that it’s a really good 
opportunity to learn and grow 
as a singer, more than you could 
learn from Regionals,” he said. 

Harim played a concerto 
with the Upper School orchestra 
last year when she was in Middle 
School. She has already been to 
Regionals three times while at 
the Middle School. “Mr. Millen 
helped me a lot,” she said. 

Harim is a member of 
the wind ensemble at KO and 
is also part of the Connecticut 
Youth Symphony and Greater 
Har t ford  Youth  Ensemble 
w i t h  D a v i d  a n d  N o a h . 

She spends each Sunday 
with David and Noah and 
they play music together.

Zachary is going to All-States 
for his second time and has been 
taking voice lessons for a year and 
a half. “I have been able to develop 
a strong vibrato and have learned 
better vowel shapes,” he said. 

Zachary is part of Crimson 
7, Outlook, and Lightly Seasoned, 
the barbershop quartet. He said that 
he did well last year at Regionals 
with a score of 182 out of 198.

He described All-States as 
a really fun time and a chance 
to meet new people. “The 
singing itself is phenomenal 
and so are the directors,” he 
said. “It’s like a giant conven-
tion with singers and musicians.”
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Aside from teaching and 
mentoring KO students in her 
art classes, creative arts teacher 
Jacquelyn Gleisner creates her own 
artworks, designs, and projects.  

She recently opened an 
art show, entitled “Ouroboros,” 
at the Mazmanian Gallery at 
Framingham State University.  

The show began on February 
21 and will be open until March 
24, an exhibition of the hard work, 
dedication, and thought she has 
invested in the pieces displayed.

Ms.  Gle isner ’s  show 
features a variety of different 
a r t  f o r m s  a n d  f i g u r e s . 

 A unique part of the display 
is her utilization of a collection of 
30-foot long scrolls, which serve 
as large-scale abstract paintings. 

The scrolls are painted 
to resemble abstract forms of 
fine art traditions and patterns 
such as weaving,  embroi-
dery, tapestry, and macrame.

“I cut up four of the scrolls 
and made three-dimensional 
pyramids that cover a portion 
of the gallery floor and vary in 
size,” Ms. Gleisner said. “These 

pyramids show that form can 
be treacherous, but the colors 
are super bright and vibrant.”

Also highlighted in Ms. Glei-
sner’s show are four sketchbooks.  

Her sketchbooks consist of 
portions of paintings and unused 

pieces from other areas of the show.
“I experiment with colors, 

designs, patterns, and work 
through my ideas in the sketch-
books,” she said. “Connections 
can be made throughout the show 
because I save the paper pyra-

mids to make something new of 
them.  It’s super resourceful and 
gives this art lots of identities.”

Ms. Gleisner’s ideas and 
inspirations go into her sketch-
books as well, as they are the 
location of many of her experi-
ments with form and color.  

She also provides a blank 
sketchbook in her art show where 
people can trace their hands and 
draw, which she plans on incorpo-
rating in her future works as well.

The objective of Ms. Glei-
sner’s scroll art and the other 
works displayed in her show 
is to instigate more discussion 
about art and its interpretation.  

“I hope to start conversa-
tions about where and how art 
lives in this world,” Ms. Gleisner 
said. “My art becomes perfor-
mative in a way; when I unroll 
the art, people ask me about it.”

O u t s i d e  o f  “ O u r o -
boros,” Ms. Gleisner places her 
scrolls in unconventional and 
surprising places: in a parking 
garage, on a playground, on a 
tennis court, and other sites.  

“I like the idea that I’m 
making these really big and bright 
paintings and people who might 

not normally see or seek out art 
will interact with them for a short 
period of time,” said Ms. Gleisner. 
“I’m making things that are acces-
sible to a large number of people.”

In her first year at KO, 
Ms. Gleisner currently teaches 
two sections of Introduction to 
Studio Art in the Upper School 
as well as painting and sculpture 
courses in the Middle School.

“I want to expose students to 
different types of art, show them 
examples of work throughout art 
history, and find ways that people 
can communicate visually using 
art,” she said.  “It is important 
to work on a variety of things 
in class and I try to encourage 
students to keep an open mind.”

As for her future plans, 
Ms. Gleisner said she will 
continue both creating her own 
art and teaching art classes at KO.  

She will  teaching AP 
Ar t  His tory  next  year,  a 
course that was temporarily 
suspended but will be re-intro-
duced into the KO curriculum.  

In addition, Ms. Gleisner is 
opening another art show in New 
Haven next month, continuing to 
share and spread her art and ideas.

by Tara Kilkenny ’17

Gleisner showcases scrolls, sketches 
in exhibit at Mazmanian Gallery

Ms. Gleisner’s colorful, abstract sketchbooks are included in her show, 
“Ouroboros.” Photo courtesy of Jacquelyn Gleisner.

As the winter season came 
to a close and the lights went up 
on “Pippin,” sophomore Dan 
Carroll mesmerized his audiences. 

For this epic effort, it was an 
easy decision to nominate the musi-
cal’s lead as Musician of the Month. 

Throughout the musical, 
Dan’s  performance show-
cased  h i s  b ravery,  in te l -
l igence ,  and  compass ion .

 His latest role is an exten-
sion of Dan’s involvement in KO’s 
performing arts. He is an active 
participant in music groups, such as 
Crimson Seven, and Concert Choir.

Last year, Dan was a 
featured singer in KO’s perfor-
mance of “Sweeney Todd.”  Dan’s 
interest was sparked by the musi-
cal’s score and outstanding cast. 

As a veteran of the KO 

musical scene, Dan said he was 
elated to be chosen for the lead 
role in “Pippin.”  Although the 
role was both time-consuming 
and challenging, Dan took 
it on with great enthusiasm. 

“I was surprised to be 
chosen for this role because I 
did not audition for it. Although 
rehearsals went fairly smooth, I 
felt pressure to earn the respect 
of  my fe l low classmates , 
faculty, and parents,” Dan said.

Dan worked extensively 
with creative arts teacher Steve  
Mitchell on vocals and with 
his peers on memorizing lines. 
He complimented his fellow 
actors on helping to make 
the experience less stressful.

Producers  and actors 
referred to Dan as authentic 
and dedicated. They said his 
open-mindedness and strong 

work ethic helped the other cast 
members achieve success as well.  

“Dan shows such relent-
less effort, steadfastness, compe-
tence, and attention to detail,” 
said creative arts teacher and 
“Pippin” director, Eric Lang-
meyer. “He works so hard at 
mastering a moment on stage, 
a dance, or a song. Acting isn’t 
just about memorizing lines or 
relishing in the spotlight.  It is 
the pursuit of excellence that Dan 
demands of himself and his peers.” 

Mr.  Langmeyer  s a id 
Dan’s performances improved 
each time the musical hit the 
stage. His demand for perfec-
tion was evident in his flaw-
less performances, he said.

Senior Carolyn McCusker 
said she is proud of Dan for 
his work. She said he was 
the perfect actor for the role. 

Carolyn said she was also 
impressed with Dan’s ability to 
take direction and sing notes that 
pushed him out of his comfort zone.

Dan said he was pleased to be 
able to incorporate both his acting 
and musical skills in “Pippin.” 

“I was amazed by Dan’s 
welcoming personality,” said 
freshman Remy McCoy.  “As a 
freshman, it can be intimidating, 
and Dan brought everyone in.  
This allowed the cast to form 
a close family in the process.”     

Dan said he hopes to continue 
his musical career in the future. 

by Sophia Kaufman ’20

Dan enthusiastically  
carols in ‘Pippin’

Dan Carroll shares his musical talent at KO. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

KO’s Big Band and Jazz 
Ensemble ventured to the Hynes 
Convention Center in Boston on 
Saturday, Feb. 11 to perform and 
compete in the annual Berklee 
College High School Jazz Festival. 

Junior bass guitarist Jacob 
Kulak won an award at the festival 
for being the best soloist in both the 
KO Big Band and the Jazz Combo. 

Jazz ensembles from 127 
schools in 15 states performed 
throughout the day at the festival. 
Each of the groups was adjudi-
cated by a panel of Berklee’s top 
faculty members and received a 
written critique of its performance.

Members of  the top-
ranked ensembles were awarded 
partial scholarships to Berk-
lee’s five-week Summer Perfor-
mance Program, and individual 
students were invited to audi-
tion for scholarships toward this 
same five-week program as well. 

The day’s events also 
included performances by 
Berklee faculty, tours of Berklee’s 
campus, and open jam sessions. 

Ensembles  performed 
in competing categories deter-
mined by school size, but schools 
could also choose to participate 
in a non-competing category. 

Creative arts teacher Wayne 
Pierce said he cares more about 
the rich exposure students derive 
from the festival than the scores 
they receive. “The experience that 
the students get are more important 

to me than the scores,” he said.
KO’s Big Band comprises 

the Jazz Ensemble plus nine 
other students: freshmen Zach 
Barrett, Élan Stadelmann, Niko 
Rodriguez, Cai Kuivila, Amelia 
Levine,  Ben Clark,  Aidan 
O’Loughlin, and Alma Clark, 
and junior David Marottolo. 

The Big Band performed 
“Senorita Fajita,” “Lowdown 
Slowdown Blues,” and “Just 
A Closer Walk With Thee.” 

The jazz combo performed 
“Birdland,” “It Don’t Mean A 
Thing If It Ain’t Got That Swing,” 
and “The Tiger Of San Pedro.” 

Dr. Pierce said he thinks this 
year’s KO groups were much better 
than they have been in years past. 

“We may not have had 
as many soloists this year, as 
opposed to previous years,”  said 
Dr. Pierce, “but I think that the 
group playings have been better 
than many years in the past.” 

Trumpeter Noah Hawks-
Ladds said he felt the KO 
Jazz  Ensemble  fe l t  more 
comfor tab le  and  open  in 
front of an audience this year. 

”I think that the Jazz 
Ensemble has changed a lot for 
the better,” said Noah, “because 
we’ve become more comfortable 
playing in front of other people. 
It’s really improved us as players.” 

Jazz Ensemble member 
senior trumpeter Tim Bucknam said 
that he loves how organic live music 

Continued on page 16

by Ishaa Sohail ’20

KO band jazzes it up 
at Berklee Festival
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Inspired by his trendy 
friends back home in China, soph-
omore Tong Lei displays his high 
fashion attire every day through 
the halls of Kingswood Oxford. 

Tong says that he loves to 
wear known brands, but style 
is really about what feels good 

by Isabel Kaufman ’17

Looking breezy in Yeezys 
and looks good on each specific 
person. Designer clothes may be 
what a person wants, but the way 
they wear it is all that matters. 

C o m i n g  f r o m  C h i n a 
with a high standard of stores 
and shops, Tong explains that 
his all-time favorite store and 
brand is Alexander McQueen. 
Their unique and detailed items 

catch his eye and draw him in. 
Being “stuck” in West Hart-

ford right now, Tong says that he 
really has no option other than 
shopping online. He prefers to 
be in the stores and able to try 
the items on. Over many week-
ends Tong ventures to Boston 
to hit up the designer stores 
that he is used to back at home. 

This high-fashion shopper 
says that his favorite store in 
Boston is Riccardi because of 
their cool and unique styles. 

Tong describes his ideal 
and perfect outfit as “a pair of 
Yeezys, a ripped vintage T-shirt 
with a bomber jacket over it 
(they are very popular this year), 
and a pair of comfortable pants.” 
He says that he is trying to find 
stylish accessories right now 
that he could add to his outfits. 

The ban of graphic tees from 
the KO dress code is one that Tong 
disagrees with, but he says that he 
is learning the ropes and finding 
the articles of clothing that he 
likes that are still in dress code. 

Since he has been in 
the US, Tong said that he gets 
compliment after compliment 
on his outfits each day. He says 
that back in China his friends 
are way more fashionable than 
he is and they steal the spotlight. 

Tong is certainly stealing 
the spotlight here at King-
swood Oxford with his designer 
attire and his way of wearing it.

Tong Lei posing on the stairs of the house in his signature distressed tee, 
sneakers, and leather backpack. Photo by Angela Yang ‘18.

electives at secondary schools.
Although Mr. Tang is 

secluded at the top of the white 
house, he drives to Lexington, 
Mass., each weekend to be with his 
family.  TTMr. Tang has a 12-year-
old daughter, Kira, and he said he 
loves to ride bikes, play table tennis, 
and play board games with her.

When Mr. Tang is not 
teaching a class, he said he 
enjoys cooking ethnic foods 
such as Chinese or Mexican, 
reading,  and watching al l 
different kinds of movies. Mr. 
Tang said he loves analyzing and 
discussing movies with others.

In Mr. Tang’s free time, he 
said he enjoys playing basket-
ball, squash, and swimming.

When in the classroom, 
Mr. Tang said he tries to make his 
students more politically aware and 
engaged. “For me, I learned that 
students learn best when driving 
the learning process,” he said.

Students said they have 
noticed Mr. Tang’s drive for 
history.  “He is really passionate 
in conversations, and during 
class he reinforces what we’re 
learning,” senior Laura Polley said.

Senior Samantha March 
agrees. “His teaching style is 
discussion based, so we talk a 
lot in class,” Samantha said.

In order for students to 
collect their thoughts, Mr. Tang 
said he asks them to think about 
questions, work in small groups, 
and participate in workshops. 

New history teacher Scott 
Tang said he is excited to be back 
in the classroom teaching, even 
though the space he’s teaching 
in may not be the conven-
tional classroom he is used to.

Inside the white house 
with red shutters at KO is where 
most history classes meet. 
Mr. Tang’s Political Science 
students become engrossed in 
heated discussions over quint-
essential American politics.

They say Mr.  Tang’s 
relentless passion for history 
and learning shines through 
these red shuttered windows 
and illuminates class discussion.

Mr. Tang arrived at KO in 
January to teach Political Science, 
a course for seniors that prepares 
them for the Advanced Placement 
Exam in American government.

Before coming to KO, Mr. 
Tang taught at the Moses Brown 
School in Providence, and last 
year at the Beaver Country Day 
School in Chestnut Hill, Mass.

Born in Arizona, Mr. Tang 
earned his undergraduate degree 
at the University of Arizona, 
where he majored in political 
science, and earned his graduate 
degree in history at the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley.

During his career, Mr. 
Tang has taught world history, 
current events, film, literature, 
multi-ethnic courses, and senior 

Tang brings passion to poli sci

What  key  p i eces  o f 
advice do Team Tobati veterans 
have for Team Tobati rookies? 

Keep an open mind. Stay close 
to your friends.Wear sunscreen. 

About half of the 77 
students and 12 teachers who 
will be departing for the Team 
Tobati trip this Sunday, March 
12, will be making the service 
trip to Tobati for the first time. 

Team Tobati is an all-volun-
teer non-profit organization dedi-
cated to improving the lives of 
disadvantaged youth in Tobati, a 
village in the Tobati district of Para-
guay with a population of 9,688. 
With the active support of Tobati 
community leaders and organiza-
tions, the team constructs class-
rooms and schools, funds impor-
tant social programs, and supports 
medical services and initiatives.

Form Six Dean Ronald 
Garcia, who is the founder and 
leader of Team Tobati, said students 
shouldn’t worry about anything 
and that people are usually much 
more comfortable in Tobati than 
they thought they would be.

“The kids usually love 
forming new friendships with the 
Paraguayan students, and they 
don’t expect these bonds to form 
this quickly, but they do,” he said.

Junior Ryan Goss, who is 
returning to Tobati this year, said 
he was a bit apprehensive when 
he first took the trip last year. 
“Honestly, when I went last year, 
I did not know what to expect,” 
he said. “I think my main incen-
tive for going was originally that 
I wanted to be warm and with 
my friends, who were all going.” 

Ryan said his main piece 
of advice for Tobati rookies is 
to embrace the new. “Go in with 
an open mind, try everything, 
including the food, and give the 
people a chance,” Ryan said.

Mr. Garcia agreed. “Be 
open to new experiences, a new 
culture, and new people,” he said.

When asked to elaborate on 
his tips for first-time travelers, Ryan 
addressed homesickness. “If you 
get homesick, which I know a lot 
of people do because they’ve never 
been away from home, stay close 
to your friends,” he said. “They’ll 
remind you of things back home.”

Ryan said to wear shorts 
and lots of sunscreen because, in 
his experience, some people have 
gotten sun burned there.His last tip 
was to make sure to stay around 
someone who can speak Spanish 
well. “It’s not necessary, but it’s 
helpful because the locals cannot 
speak a word of English,” he said.

Sophomore Elise Gendrich, 
who is traveling to Tobati for the 
first time, said she can’t wait to go. 
“I’m super excited because I’ve 
never been to South America, and 
I’ve heard a bunch of things about 
the trip,” she said. “I’m going this 
year because freshman year you’re 
still adjusting to a new high school 
environment, and you don’t want 
to travel so far away. Also, this 
year I know much more Spanish, 
which will be helpful in Paraguay.”

Sophomores Rita Zhao and 

Tips for Tobati
by Esha Shrivastav ’20 Tong Lei and freshman Jean Wang 

offered varied opinions on the trip.
“For me, it’s not that big 

a deal,” Rita said. “I’ve traveled 
to a lot of countries, but not with 
my friends. I’m basically going 
for the volunteer hours, but I’m 
also going because my room-
mate Angela [junior Angela Yang] 
told me it was fun,” Rita said.

Tong said the trip would 
be a very normal experience for 
him as well. “I do this all the 
time,” he said. “It is my first time 
building with bricks, though, 
and, while I’m not excited about 
the work part, I am looking 
forward to the long plane ride.”

Jean, who had originally 
planned on visiting her parents 
in China over spring break, said 
that, while she is excited to go to 
a new country with her friends, 
she is disappointed because she 
won’t get to see her loved ones. 

When Jean found out she 
would be the only freshman on 
this year’s Tobati trip, she said 
she didn’t care. “I really don’t 
care if I am the only freshman 
because I will always be around 
my Chinese friends,” Jean said.

When it comes to embracing 
the new, Elise said that was the 
reason she came. “So much of 
this is new for me,” she said, 
“and I’m excited to help with 
all of their jobs. I also heard 
there’s a dance competition at 
the end of the trip, which will be 
great because I love dancing.”

She also said she was 
excited to stay with a host family. 
“The best part is, I’ll get to prac-
tice my Spanish with people 
who are experts at it,” she said. 

Rita agreed. “I will be able 
to speak Spanish with others who 
speak it in real life, and not just 
in a classroom,” she said. “When 
I lived in China, we didn’t have 
trips like these, so this is really 
new for me. One reason I am 
happy is because all of the Chinese 
people are together because 
we requested it to Mr. Garcia.”

She also said she was 
thrilled about playing card 
games and poker with all her 
friends when she gets there. 

But students traveling for 
the first time did express a few 
concerns about the trip. “I heard 
it’s extremely hot and there’s a lot 
of sun and bugs, neither of which I 
am particularly fond of,” Elise said.

Ri ta  said  she wasn’t 
looking forward to not having 
air conditioning and WiFi for 
the entire duration of the visit. 

Both Elise and Rita voiced 
reservations about the food. They 
said they’ve been told the food 
is good, but they’re not looking 
forward to eating only cooked vege-
tables and large amounts of meat.

Mr. Garcia said that new 
Tobati voyagers have nothing 
to worry about. “I think the 
main thing students going for 
the first time should remember 
is that they’re going to love it,” 
he said. “Everyone who has 
gone has loved it, and it’s an 
amazing time – new people, 
new culture, new food, a new 
language and new experiences.”

“I try to create an environment 
for the students’ voices through 
class discussion,” he said.

Students said Mr. Tang 
understands the seniors’ hectic 
lives. “Mr. Tang is really flex-
ible in changing what we’re 
doing in class, and, if we have a 
heavy workload, he will adjusts 
assessments ,”  Laura said .

One take away Mr. Tang 
said he wants seniors to learn 
is what roles they can play in 
society. “It’s a lot of fun to essen-
tially build on their [students’] 
knowledge,” Mr. Tang said. 

“I want students to come 
away with a clear understanding of 
the complexity of political issues.”

Although Mr. Tang teaches 
to less than one fourth of the Upper 
School tucked away in a nook on 
campus, he hopes to reach students 
by engaging them in conversa-
tion and creating a mark that 
extends far beyond the classroom.

by Taline Norsigian ’19

Mr. Tang is KO’s new poli sci teacher. 
Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

New history teacher
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Some may say being Editor-
in-Chief of the KO News was a 
long time coming for senior Noah 
Stanton, who has been in love with 
the newspaper since middle school.

In fact, one of the first 
things she did freshman year 
was sign up for the journalism 
course and, with some gump-
tion and dedication, she’s risen 
through the ranks ever since.

Despite having written news 
articles for a majority of her time 
on the paper – as Associate News 
Editor and News Editor, respec-
tively – Noah said that writing her 
column, “A Wyvern’s Tale,” has 
been her favorite thing to write. 
She said she loved the amazing 
ability to share her opinions to 
a respectful group of readers.

But she said her biggest 
achievement as Editor-in-Chief 
is not any particular article she 
has written, but instead the 
personal life lessons she has 
gained and the sense of commu-
nity she’s fostered among the staff.

“I’m really proud of how 
well the staff worked together 
this year. I feel like we’ve come 
a really long way and developed 
a really great community on the 
newspaper, which is something 
I’ve always strived for,” she said.

Ultimately, what stuck with 
Noah were the amazing people she 
got to spend time with and support. 
When she leaves for Vander-
bilt University, she will defi-
nitely look for the same connec-
tions on that newspaper as well.

“It was one of the most 
rewarding experiences of my 
high school career,” she said.

Unless this is your first time 
reading the KO News, the name 
Alec Rossi probably sounds very 
familiar to you. As Managing 
Editor of News, Sports, and Inves-
tigative Journalism, senior Alec 
Rossi’s influence finds its way to 
just about every page of the paper.

During his time on the 
paper, Alec has also served 
as an editor for the Investi-
gative Journalism section.

But Alec said that he has 
most enjoyed his role this year, 
because it has allowed him to 
become involved with writers 
and stories relating to all different 
facets of the KO community.

Alec said that his favorite 
part of writing and editing for the 
KO News has been the oppor-
tunity to hear new and inter-
esting stories on a regular basis.

“Every month I’m talking 
to someone new and learning 
about someone new on campus,” 
he said. “I think I’ll miss meeting 
all these different people and 
having all these interesting 
conversations all the time.”

Alec said his favorite story 
assignment was for investigative 

Moving deftly back and forth 
between sections, giving advice, 
offering quotes, proof-reading, all 
are things you can find senior Sasha 
Bash doing as the Managing Editor 
of Art, Features, and Opinions. In 
fact, on the KO News, it’s hard to 
find a page or person that Sasha 
hasn’t influenced in some way. 

Sasha’s journalism endeavor 
began freshman year when she 
enrolled in the journalism class; she 
was driven by her her desire, she 
said, “to express her ideas clearly 
and effectively through writing.” 

Shortly after the course, 
Sasha began moving up the 
ranks of the KO News and found 
herself as the Associate Opin-
ions Editor sophomore year. 

Through this position Sasha 
said she learned to stretch herself in 
two ways. “I learned to go outside 
of my comfort zone because I 
had to find people to write opin-
ions articles and also be comfort-
able with putting my opinions out 
for everyone to see,” she said. 

During her junior year 
Sasha took advantage of her 
new position as Opinions Editor 
and helped initiate the advice 
column by Upper School Coun-
selor  Chast i ty  Rodriquez. 

Not only did Sasha make 
this helpful addition to the section 
but she also wrote influential arti-
cles herself. “One of my favorite 
articles I wrote was about gender 
discrimination outside of the 
US,” she said. “I discussed a lot 
of issues that people might not 
know about to spread awareness.”

As a Managing Editor 
this year, Sasha stepped up 
to the plate and the section 
editors have nothing but praise. 

“Sasha is always helping 

The last issue of the KO 
News featured an article by senior 
and News Editor Grace Amell 
on the front page. Not new to 
the front page or tough articles, 

Grace has been writing and 
editing for the KO News since her 
sophomore year. Grace got her 
start with the paper when she took 
the journalism elective with history 
and English teachr Rob Kyff.

“[Senior] Sasha Bash took 
[journalism] and started writing 
for the news,” she said, “and I 
thought it would be fun to get 
involved with the paper.” Near the 
end of her sophomore year, Grace 
became an Associate News Editor.

“When I was in journalism 
and learning all the writing 
styles, news was the one that 
interested me the most,” said 
Grace. “It had the most pressing 
and important issues and I had 
lots of fun writing the articles.”

Now the News Editor 
in her senior year,  Grace 
said she’s l iked the news 
section even more this year.

“I’ve really enjoyed [being 
head news editor] because 
there lots of new stuff with 
the dress code, administration 
changes, and the other things 
happening on campus,” she said.

 After three years of 
writing for the arts section, senior 
Tara Kilkenny acts as an anchor 
for the whole department.This 
year, as the Arts Editor, Tara has 
been in charge of making sure 
the arts section is runs smoothly.

Tara said she truly enjoys 
her role on the KO News. “I think 
it’s my favorite position to be 
in,” Tara said, “mostly because 
I get to work with more editors 
across different sections, as 
well as help and guide my asso-
ciate editors within my section.”

“It’s cool to receive all 
the articles and kind of run the 
section with my associates.”

Despite being busy with 
school work, sports commitments, 
and writing and editing, Tara 
said that carving out time for the 
KO News has led to her favorite 
memories, like Sunday News Days 
spending time with her friends.

“I’ve made a lot of friends 
on the News, so I like working 
with all the editors, although it’s 
hard work,” she said. “It’s fun 
to kind of come together and 
make the news that morning.”

Another special moment on 
the News for Tara was when she 
wrote an article about the 2015 
winter musical, “Legally Blonde,” 
which made the front page.

“When I wrote it I didn’t 
know it would be on the front 
page,” she said, “I just wrote 
it, but I liked that article a lot 
because it sort of required that I 
get invested in the topic. I talked 
to a lot of people across the arts 
department, so it got me more 
involved, which was great.”

Though Tara is still unsure 
as to where she will attend college, 
she said she hopes to continue 
writing for some sort of publica-
tion. She said she thinks this will 
be a great opportunity for her to 
get involved in a new community.

As for advice for potential 
future KO News writers, Tara said 
she would suggest putting in time 
and effort to do your best work.

“If you’re interested in 
journalism,” she said, “be dedi-
cated to it and show interest, 
because passion for the news goes 
a long way. As long as you’re 
willing to put in the time and 
the work, it’s really rewarding.”

In three years of writing, 
Tara has certainly put in plenty 
of valuable time and effort; it 
seems fitting that she, much 
like the KO News staff, has 
found her work so rewarding.

Associate Arts Editor 
Senior Jacob Brown has been 
writing for the KO News since 
he took journalism in his sopho-
more year with Mr. Kyff. Jacob 
initially wanted to try journalistic 
writing just to try something new.

“My sister was in the 
paper and my parents were big 
on extracurriculars,” he said. “It 
was something to do, so I was 
like ‘Why not give it a try?’”

Jacob writes the Musician 
or Artist of the Month article 
every issue. He said that the 
Musician of the Month profile 
of Ryan Goss was his favorite.

Jacob said he has grown 
to really enjoy being an editor 
in the arts section as well as 
the News Day environment.

“I’ve gained an apprecia-
tion for the people who write arti-
cles and papers, every day, for a 
living,” he said. “It’s a lot of work.”

A fond farewell to senior editors
Noah Stanton
by Vivian Goldstein ’17

Alec Rossi
by Emma Smith ’18

Sasha Bash
by Olivia Rossi ’18

Grace Amell
by Neil Hemnani ’18

Tara Kilkenny
by Emma Smith ’18

Ryan Albanesi
by Olivia Rossi ’18

Students love the sports 
section to read more about games 
they didn’t get to see; teachers 
read to learn the athletic side 
of the pupils who learn in their 
classrooms; and coaches and 
athletes live for the publica-
tions of their greatest plays. 

Most important, senior Ryan 
Albanesi goes to the sports section 
to see how all the hours of his hard 
work as Sports Editor, inspiring 
and informing students about 
athletic spirit, paid off on paper. 

Ryan first dove into jour-
nalism by taking the class soph-
omore year. Almost immedi-
ately Ryan said he was forced 
to expand his comfort zone 
through interviews for his articles. 

It wasn’t long before Ryan 
became an integral part of the 
KO News; he was a writer doing 
his sophomore year and secured 
the spot of Associate Features 
Editor in his sophomore year. 
Finally, by senior year Ryan 
was the editor we know today. 

“Being the sports editor I had 
to talk to coaches I wouldn’t have,” 
Ryan said. He also discussed the 
impact this has had on him. “All 
the players and captains were 
older than me, so now I’m more 
confident talking with people 
not just in my grade,” he said.

Ryan said his article on the 
retirement of Peter Jones as head 
boys varsity soccer coach was very 
meaninful for him. “It was impor-
tant to me because I wanted to make 
sure we honored him,” he said.

Ryan has had a huge 
impact on his associates’ time 
on the paper. “He always keeps 
us on task and helps out when-
ever we need him,”senior 
M i c h a e l  L o u g h r a n  s a i d . 

Ryan has to agree that, 
beyond enhancing the enjoyment of 
sports by others, the paper has had a 
wonderful effect on his life as well.

Jacob Brown
by Neil Hemnani ’18

journalism; he wrote about polit-
ical bias in the classroom, and the 
concept of teachers passing on 
political ideologies to students.

Alec said this article stood 
out to him because of how invested 
he was in the topic, and because 
he was very happy for the oppor-
tunity to hear opinions from many 
different teachers and students. 

If you aspire to write for 
the KO News, he suggests that 
you put yourself out there and 
ask the difficult questions. “I 
think the most important tip is 
just to be persistent,” Alec said. 

“I think a lot of times 
when you’re writing an article 
it can be enhanced by having a 
different perspective or asking a 
difficult question,” he said. Have 
the courage to talk to different 
people and make connections.”

Next year, Alec will attend 
Dartmouth College, where he hopes 
to study English and economics. 
Alec also hopes to continue 
writing for the school paper and 
other campus literary publications.

As he pursues future 
success, Alec’s hard work and 
excitement about all facets of  
writing and editing will certainly 
be missed on the KO News.

all the sections, even the associ-
ates,” said junior Eliza Charette. 

Senior Isabel Kaufman 
agreed. “She always acts as the 
mediator between the news and 
features sections to make sure 
there isn’t overlap,” she said. 

Sasha’s influence on the KO 
News is evident through the success 
of the opinions section she helped 
develop and the praise from all the 
editors she has helped this year.

But Sasha said the impact 
has not been one sided and that 
she plans to continue her jour-
nalistic endeavors in college by 
joining the school paper at Wash-
ington University in St. Louis.

Some of Grace’s favorite 
articles that she’s written or 
worked on include stories 
that the KO News has broken.

“We’ve been able to break 
a couple stories which was inter-
esting,” she said. “When the new 
dress code was announced, I got 
to talk to people like Director 
of Academic Planning Carolyn 
McKee and find out the dress 
code before it was released.”

What’s  the  best  par t 
of  being a  News Edi tor?

“I think it’s interesting to talk 
to people you never come across,” 
she said, “and getting to be involved 
with a lot of the community.”

Without being on the news-
paper, she wouldn’t have had the 
chance to learn about the unique 
double life cafeteria worker Jason 
Hunt, who provides catering to 
KO students and popstars alike.

Grace  sa id  she  a l so 
l ikes  newspaper  wri t ing’s 
object ivi ty and challenge. 

“In news,  you’re not 
forming an opinion or taking 

a stance,” said Grace. “You’re 
writing objectively, so main-
taining objectivity while catering 
to everyone is a challenge.”

Grace said that writing for 
the KO News has made her realize 
not only the importance of jour-
nalism, but of collaboration as well. 

Although she doesn’t plan on 
being a professional journalist, she 
does want to write for her college 
paper in the future, still working 
on tough, news-breaking articles.
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Senior editors reminisce about KO News 

Whether it be fashionista 
of the month, fun “promposal” 
stories, or intriguing plans over 
break, the Features Section 
is the go-to section for fun. 

Being the Features Editor 
is no small task, but senior 
Isabel Kaufman manages the 
section with ease and experience. 

After taking journalism 
during freshman year, Isabel 
kickstarted her time in the KO 
News. By junior year Isabel had 
secured the spot of Features Editor 
and started to run the section.

Although Isabel takes on 
multiple articles every month, you 
can count on the fashionista -of-the-
month article to contain her byline. 

She declared that these 
articles are her favorite to write 
because, she said, she loves “new 
clothing styles and seeing how 
different people like to express 
themselves through clothes.”

As the editor of such an 
entertaining section, Isabel said 
she enjoys the fun in journalism 
as well. “I love News Day because 
I have so many friends there, so 
it’s fun to work all together.”

But fun aside,  senior 
Vivian Goldstein  praised Isabel’s 
productiveness. “She always 
comes in with article ideas, but 
also makes sure to get everyone 
else in the section involved.” 

Junior  Nei l  Hemnani 
agreed. “She is good at looking 
over and approving my page 
once I’m done,”  he said.

But, besides the impact 
Isabel has had on the feature 
section writers and associate 
editors, she said she has been influ-
enced by the KO News as well. 
“It has taught me a lot about the 
importance of communication and 
collaboration,” she said, “and has 
allowed me to meet new people.”

Isabel Kaufman
by Olivia Rossi ’18

William Gitlin
by Emma Smith ’18

After writing for the sports 
section for two years, few people 
know more about the ups and 
downs of KO athletics than senior 
Will Gitlin. Serving as a writer 
for the sports department last 
year and as an Associate Sports 
Editor this year, Will has plenty 
of experience writing about all the 
different sports teams on campus.

Will said he has particularly 
valued his time on the KO News 
because of how it has advanced 
his writing skills overall. He said 
that being an editor has helped 
him learn more about the school, 
while also practicing describing 
events in a compelling way.

Among the numerous arti-
cles he has written, Will said his 
favorite was the profile of the foot-
ball team just after they won a New 
England Championship. He said 
this was a particularly fun article 
to write because of the excitement 
surrounding the team’s victory.

Overall, Will said he has 
especially enjoyed writing for 

the News because of the oppor-
tunities it has opened up for him 
to learn new information about 
the school and sports teams 
that he might never know about 
if he was not writing about it.

In terms of advice for 
people interested in writing for 
the paper, Will said he suggests 
fo l lowing  your  in te res t s . 

“Pick a section that you love 
and you want to write about,” he 
said, “because the next couple 
of years you’ll be surrounded by 
it. Make sure it interests you.”

Though Will said he does 
not plan to pursue journalism 
or writing in college, he said 
he will never forget his experi-
ences writing for the KO News. 

What will he miss the 
most? In his words, “Coming in 
for News Day with all my pals.” 

Vivian Goldstein
by Neil Hemnani ’18

If you picked up the last 
edition of the KO News, you 
probably saw an article about the 
women’s march on Washington 
D.C., on Jan. 21 of this year. 

That piece, and many other 
amazing articles, were written 
by senior Vivian Goldstein, who 
has been an Associate Features 
Editor for the past two years.

Vivian took Mr. Kyff’s jour-
nalism class in her freshman in 
hopes of becoming a better writer.

“I want to be a writer, and 
I was like, ‘This sounds like a 
cool writing course!’” she said. 
“Also, I don’t like art classes.”

Now having been writing 
for the features section for several 
years, Vivian said her favorite 
articles have been the ones that 
she said “forced [her] to go 
around and get different options.“

“It allows you to get to know 
the student body better,” she said.

Vivian’s favorite articles to 
write have been her article about 
the women’s march in the last issue 
and her article about Brendan Kiely, 
who visited KO last October, and 
the Black Lives Matter movement.

“The thing that I like is 
that you can tell stories, inspire 
yourself, and inspire others,” said 
Vivian. “It’s an interesting experi-
ence to speak to all the people you 
normally don’t have an excuse to 
talk to, and get varied answers.”

Vivian is not only a writer, but 
she’s also an important part of the 
team of editors that comes together 
on Sundays to lay out the paper.

“Laying out is hell, but it’s so 
rewarding and so fun,” she said. “I 
would do it for a living if I could!”

In addition to acknowledg 
ing the difficulties of laying out, 
Vivian also said that newspaper 
writing is inherently difficult.

“You have to do your best 
to try to be unbiased,” she said.

As a future writer and 
English major, does Vivian 
want  to  be  a  journa l i s t?

“I don’t see journalism in my 
future, but I see the lessons I learned 
[from the KO News] helping me in 
the future,” she said. “KO News is 
awesome and you should join it!”

Carolyn 
McCusker
by Vivian Goldstein ’17

From the very beginning 
in her journalism class, senior 
Carolyn McCusker was drawn 
to the news-reporting and inves-
tigative side of journalism.

In her class, she wrote a piece 
about a poster outside of the nurse’s 
office warning against smoking 
and investigated its offensive 
claims. Her investigative streak 
only grew as she graduated to 
Associate News Editor and finally 
Investigative Journalism Editor.

Despite, the incredibly hard 
job of investigative journalism 
entails – from filling up an entire 
page each month to finding a 
new and worthy topic – Carolyn 
loved it. “I’m pretty proud of 
one article we wrote this year 
about sex ed… I put so, so much 
work into it.” She said this story 
allowed her to gain an interest in 
the smaller things and view the 
world with a new perspective.

Even on days where she’d 
have to come in at 8a.m. on a 
Sunday morning, she found the 
experience rewarding, and Carolyn 
always found a bright side. 

“I really like the people 
in the KO News. Everybody 
is so supportive… [and] it’s 
nice to see everyone,” she said.

After the impact jour-
nalism has had for her in high 
school, Carolyn said she has no 
intention to stop writing. “I had 
a good time as a writer and it 
changed my KO experience.” 
In the future, she said she hopes 
to work, in some capacity, on a 
newspaper or magazine in college.

Michael 
Loughran
by Isabel Kaufman ’17

Filling the position of 
Associate Sports Editor this past 
year, senior Michael Loughran 
has contributed great amounts 
to this section of the newspaper. 
Michael took the journalism 
course during his junior year 
and began writing articles for 
the paper by second semester. 

Though it was a tough 
decision whether or not to add 
this class into his heavy course 
load, the busy junior decided 
just in time that he wanted to 
follow in his sister’s footsteps 
and be a part of the KO News. 

By the end of his junior year, 
due to his hard work and dedica-
tion to KO News, Michael earned 
an associate sports editor position. 

He said he loved being 
part of the sports section because 
of his love for KO athletics 
as well  as his teammates. 

Michael said that his favorite 
sports article to write is boys 
squash. “It is not too popular of a 
sport,” he said, “and it does not get 
much attention, so I enjoyed being 
able to go watch their matches 
and report on something not 
many in the school knew about.”

Michael cites past New 
Days as his favorite memories 
because he was able to work 
closely with a group of his best 
friends. He conceded that there 
were certainly a few bumps in 
the road, but he took on the chal-
lenge and said it felt rewarding 
when his page was completed 
and he had completed his task. 

Overall,  Michael says 
he enjoyed his time on the KO 
News and has learned a lot 

Ben Putterman 
by Isabel Kaufman ’17

Working as a part of the KO 
News for two years now, senior Ben 
Putterman has grown as a writer, 
reporter, and editor. He started his 
sophomore year in the journalism 
class, and by the second semester 
of this same year his articles were 
being published in the newspaper. 

This year, Ben is a part of the 
sports section as one of the asso-
ciate editors. He has confidently 
taken this role alongside a few of 
his good friends in the senior class. 

Ben says that his love 
for sports and the teams at KO 
are really what interested him 
in being a part of this section. 

He said his favorite article to 
write is the player of the moment 
profile because it is a more detailed 
spotlight on one specific athlete. “It 
is cool to find out more about one 
person than just talk about how the 
team is doing this year,” he said. 

Through the hard work and 
long News Days, Ben says he 
learned a great deal from being 
a part of the KO News, and he 
highly recommends that more 
students to take this opportunity. 

Shelby Fairchild
by Vivian Goldstein ’17

Always looking for a 
reason to use her camera, it 
only made sense that senior 
Shelby Fairchild would even-
tually come to be Photog-
raphy Editor for the KO News.

Making the switch from 
personal photography, where 
she has more creative liberty, 
to professional photography 
was initially difficult, but now 
the switch couldn’t be easier. 

In fact ,  she said the 
hardest part of being Photog-
raphy Editor has very little to 
do with photography, and much 
more to do with organization.

Trying to make it to games 
or coordinate times to take photo-
graphs of people was always 
difficult, she said, which was why 
one of Shelby’s first papers, the 
September issue, is the one she’s 
proudest of. Organizing the profile 
pictures for all of the new teachers 
was a colossal feat in and of itself.

But ultimately, she said, 
being Photo Editor was a lot 
of fun (and it came with a few 
special rewards). “An unex-
pected perk of being the photog-
rapher is that I have my own 
photo album of KO events that I 
can look back on later,” she said.

Although Shelby adores 
taking photos, her favorite part 
of the paper was spending time 
with the rest of the staff. “I think 
my fondest memory would be 
hanging out with everyone on 
News Days or planning meeting.”

At Skidmore College, 
Shelby plans  to  cont inue 
working for the her school’s 

Senior editors gather on their last News Day. Photo by Nat Bates’18.

Jack Antico 
by Isabel Kaufman ’17

Going the extra mile to 
complete the journalism course 
over the summer of junior year 
is just one example of senior 
Jack Antico’s dedication and 
passion for the KO News. 

Eager to be a writer and even-
tually an editor, Jack voluntarily 
took on this daunting task during 
his time off of school. As a result, 
he earned the position of Asso-
ciate Opinions Editor for this year. 

While Jack took the jour-
nalism course over the summer, he 
started his journalism career here 
at KO just like the other students 
in the class as a writer for the KO 
News. Jack confidently worked 
his way up to an editor position. 

Jack always writes solid 
and thoughtful articles, as he 
is a key member to the group. 

Jack says that his favorite 
article to write was the one about 
the KO winter musical. “I enjoyed 
writing this piece because it 
was a big topic of conversa-
tion around campus,” he said.

He said he enjoys writing 
opinions that are relevant around 
campus and will  grab the atten-
tion of the students and teachers. 

Jack encourages everyone 
to contribute in one way or 
another to the KO News. Whether 
on the staff or not, anyone is 
able to be part of the newspaper 
through the opinions section.
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Stroud speaker describes 
research on weight change

Stroud Science Sympo-
sium speaker Dr. Sabrina Diano, 
a professor at the Yale University 
School of Medicine, spoke about 
the genetic and environmental 
factors that lead to obesity to an all-
school assembly on Friday, Feb. 10.

Science Department Chair 
Fritz Godman said that Dr. Diano 
was chosen because he found her 
presentation, which he had seen 
while visiting Yale, very interesting 
and because her delivery was suit-
able for a high school audience.  

“The subject of obesity is 
in the news; it’s something people 
are talking about,” he said. “The 
obesity rates are increasing in 
the United States; it’s a public 
health problem; it’s something 
that touches the lives of many 
different people, so it’s especially 
relevant to high school kids.” 

Many students found Dr. 
Diano’s presentation fascinating. 
“I absolutely loved it,” said junior 
Gabrielle Ruban. “As someone 
who is interested in both neurosci-
ence and endocrinology, I loved it.”  

Mr. Goodman said that 
the presentation explored an 
aspect of science that people 
do not  often learn about. 

“Usually, you just hear 
about the fact that there’s greater 
obesity rate in the United States 
now than there was a decade 
ago, but you rarely hear about the 
science,” he said.  “So we tried to 
combine the science with some-
thing of sociological relevance.”

Sophomore Erin Bowen 
said she agreed, and that she 
was impressed with Dr. Diano’s 
research. “I liked how she attached 
the mice together...combining 
their circulatory systems, so they 
would affect each other,” she said.

But other students said 
that  the presentat ion was 
too  compl ica ted ,  mak ing 
it difficult to pay attention. 

“I thought it was an inter-
esting topic,” said sophomore 
Jason Meizels. “It was a bit 
complex. Plenty of people got 
lost within the presentation.” 

Other students said the 
presentation was too esoteric.  

“Eventually, it got really 
technical and too science-
oriented where I didn’t under-
stand much of it,” said freshman 
Esha Kataria. “She used a lot 
of big words and phrases that I 
wasn’t familiar with, so I did get 
confused and bored, eventually.” 

Other students said they 

did not understand the presenta-
tion for several reasons. “She 
talked very fast, very scientifi-
cally, not a lot of teenagers would 
understand what she was saying,” 
said sophomore Kevin Boley.  

But science teacher Alex 
Kraus said that he thought having 
the symposium on a compli-
cated subject was beneficial. 

“I think it’s OK if the science 
assembly goes over our heads a 
little bit,” he said.  “You hear criti-
cisms like ‘that didn’t work for the 
Middle School,’ but I think it’s OK 
if that happens every now and then.”

Mr.  Goodman echoed 
Mr. Kraus’ comments. “Every-
one’s going to bring a different 
l eve l  o f  unde r s t and ing . ”

by Benjamin Small ‘19

KOMUN probes 
world issues

On Saturday, March 11, 
208 middle school students from 
around Connecticut will negotiate 
with each other, write resolu-
tions, and represent their nations 
at the fifth annual KO Model 
United Nations (KOMUN).

Members of KO’s Upper 
School MUN team will serve 
as chairs for the nine different 
committee rooms. Students will 
represent 23 different coun-
tries, ranging from Kazakh-
stan to Japan. They will be 
discussing topics including 
internet free speech, gender 
equality and the refugee crisis.

This year’s conference will  
be the largest in the event’s history 
with delegates from 13 different 
middle schools in Connecticut.

“ [The  middle  school 
students] are interested in world 
affairs and have a chance to 
discuss these issues with their 
peers from across the state,” said 
MUN advisor Stacey Savin.  “We 
have had amazing feedback from 
these kids to our chairs, telling 
them how [KOMUN] boosted 
their confidence as speakers.”

Upper School students 
said the experience of chairing a 

committee is very rewarding. “I’m 
really looking forward to chairing,” 
said senior Alec Rossi. “I’m confi-
dent that the quality of the dele-
gates will remain high as ever.”  

Other students agreed.  
“It’s fun to see middle schoolers 
tackle world problems and see 
their intelligent, and sometimes 
entertaining, solutions to them,” 
said sophomore Amy Mistri.

KOMUN offers middle 
schoolers a unique opportunity said 
senior Manisha Satheesh. “[The 
conference] is a unique introduction 
to MUN, writing resolutions and 
debating world issues,” she said. 

The KO Upper School 
MUN team attends the annual 
Yale MUN conference in January. 
Upper School students said that 
KOMUN gives them an oppor-
tunity to use what they learned 
at the Yale conference. “I think 
[KOMUN] is a great experi-
ence because you understand 
YMUN more and get the oppor-
tunity to lead younger kids,” 
said sophomore Rabih Chughtai.  

Manisha said she agreed. 
“MUN procedure and resolution 
drafting are some of the hardest 
things to learn,” she said. “By 

by Benjamin Small ‘19

Dr. Diano speaks about her research.
Photo by Jacqueline Pisani.

K O ’s  e i g h t h - g r a d e r s 
immersed themselves in the 
writing of William Shakespeare 
on Monday afternoon, Feb. 27 
during the Elizabethan Experience. 

The Form Two event, 
held during the school day in 
the Black Box Theater, was a 
scaled-down version of Elizabe-
than Night, which has been a KO 
tradition for more than a decade.

In past years, Elizabethan 
Night has been held in Alumni 
Hall on a Friday evening and 
included a wedding recep-
tion and feast for Romeo and 
Juliet, acted out by students.

But, because this year’s 
event took place during the time 
usually set aside for sports and 
lunch, it had to be cut short, so the 
wedding reception was deleted.

English teacher Lynne 
Levine, who coordinated the 

event, said eliminating the feast 
meant that much less time was 
needed to prepare the event, while 
still achieving the same payoff. 

After performing scenes-
from the play, the eighth-
graders walked to Alumni 
Hall for a 40-minute dinner.  

Mrs. Levine said it was 
very important for students to 
act out scenes from Romeo and 
Juliet. “I want them to under-
stand the play and be in it,” 
she said. “It is a much different 
experience than just reading it.” 

Several students agreed 
that it was helpful to perform 
scenes from the play rather 
than just reading them.“It was 
fun for the most part,” eighth-
grader  Ju l ia  Dugan sa id .  

Some students said that 
they wished the Elizabethan 
Experience had been more more 
similar to Elizabethan Night. 

“I didn’t feel it was all that 

by Maeve McDonald ‘19

Elizabethan event enlightens

Both  the  Upper  and 
Middle School Mock Trial 
teams have attained success 
i n  r e c e n t  c o m p e t i t o n s . 

On Tuesday, Feb. 28, the 
Middle School team advanced 
to the next round of competition, 
while on Monday, Feb. 27, the 
Upper School team reached the 
second round of the quarterfinals. 

The Middle School team 
grappled with the case of the State 
of Connecticut v. Willy B. Freeman. 
This case involved the mysterious 
death of a restaurant owner who 
participates in illegal business. 

For middle school compe-
titions, each trial is broken into 
rounds. The Kingswood Oxford 
team won the first two rounds 
and will  compete in the state 
semifinal on Thursday, March 9.

The Middle School team is 
led by Ryan Costantini and English 
teacher Lynne Levine as well as 
parents Theresa Ravalese and Rob 
Scheinblum. The two parents help 
to ensure that the student’s argu-
ments are logical and effective.

While the Middle School 
team advanced to the next round, 
the Upper School team did not. 

The Upper school quarter-
finals were held at Kingswood 
Oxford and consisted of three 
rounds starting with 23 teams.

This year the Upper School 
team dealt with the case of B.W. 
Holstein v. Jersey. In this civil 
negligence case, a bull escaped 

from from Babbling Brook farm, 
causing a car accident. The bull had 
to be euthanized, causing a severe 
financial loss for the plaintiff.

Randomly chosen for the 
play-in round, KO’s plaintiff team 
competed against the defense team 
of South Windsor High School. 

KO won the trial and 
then advanced to the next 
round of the day, involving 
the top 16 teams in the state.

After the first round of 
competition, KO’s defense 
team went against Ridgefield 
High School’s plantiff team. 

Senior Captain Grace 
Amell said that the trial was a 
very even matchup. “That trial 
was extremely close,” she said. 

“In the seven years I’ve 
been doing Mock Trial, it was 
the closest trial that I’ve ever 
been in and the best trial that 
I’ve ever been in” she said.

Grace said that she was 
very proud of the team’s perfor-
mance during the competition.  
“In my mock trial experience at 
KO, this is the strongest team we 
have had and the most prepared 
we’ve been for a trial,” she said.

Sophomore timekeeper 
Matthew Safalow said that the 
team performed well despite losing 
in the second round. “I thought 
that although we lost the second 
round, both teams were really 
great and it was the best we have 
ever performed. The witnesses 
were also really great and handled 
cross exam really well,” he said.

immersive,” eighth-grader Jacob 
Scheinblum said. “I think that, 
because the feast was entirely cut 
out and some of the activities were 
shortened to fit it into a school day 
rather than having a dedicated 
night for the Elizabethan Experi-
ence, it became less engaging and 
immersive for many students.”

Eighth-grader Emily Karasik 
agreed that the event would have 
been better with the feast scene. “I 
wish that we put on an actual show 
and did it at night with real props, 
not just ones that broke every 
time they were used,” she said. 

It was originally scheduled 
for the Friday before Presidents 
Day weekend, but was resched-
uled because many students were 
going away for the long weekend. 

Mrs. Levine said that for 
next year, eighth-graders might 
read Shakespeare’s comedy “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream” 
instead of “Romeo and Juliet.” 

Eighth-graders pose in their Elizabethan-style dresses before their big performance. Photo by Ali Meizels ‘19.

Mock Trial 
teams successful

Continued on page 16.

by Alec Rossi ‘17
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How KO handles harassment
by Carolyn McCusker ’17  

           and Hannah Bash ’18

Every KO student signed a 
handbook at the beginning of the 
school year that made us aware 
of what constitutes harassment: 
“verbal abuse of any nature, the 
use of e-mail or the Internet to 
create an intimidating, hostile, 
or offensive atmosphere, and 
commentary about an individu-
al’s physical appearance or abili-
ties,” as well as other behaviors. 

Although many students 
may have overlooked this section 
when they signed the handbook, 
it’s important to revisit the topic 
in order to address issues of harass-
ment in the community and how 
the KO administration deals with it.

Upper School counselor 
Chastity Rodriguez said it is 
important to understand the 
difference between harassment 
and bullying. “Harassment is 
outlined in the handbook; it’s an 
unwelcome joke, verbal abuse, 
commentary about physical 
appearance, etc,” Ms. Rodriguez 
said. “If I’m doing that to you 
every single day and targeting it at 
you, then that becomes bullying.”

Associate Director of the 
Middle School Kathy Dunn further 
clarified the definition of “bullying.”

 “The legal definition of 
‘bullying’ has three parts,” Mrs. 
Dunn said. “First, it is intentional, 
hurtful behavior that endangers 
another person physically or 
emotionally. Second, it includes 
an imbalance of power; the perpe-
trator could be physically larger, 
older, socially more powerful, 
etc. Third, bullying is a repeated 
pattern of behavior over time.”

 According to Ms. Rodri-
guez, harassment happens much 
more often than bullying in the 
Upper School. Director of the 
Middle School Jane Repp said 
that the situation is similar in 
the Middle School. “Under the 

legal definition, it rarely happens 
because that requires repeti-
tive behavior,” Mrs. Repp said. 

  Junior Olivia Rossi said that, 
although these terms have different 
definitions, both situations should 
be dealt with. “Even if it’s not 
bullying, harassment is something 
that needs to be addressed and 
have consequences,” Olivia said.

Mrs. Dunn noted that it’s 
important for students to tell 
teachers about it when they’re 
being targeted. “We hold students 
accountable all the time, but 
we can’t catch every incident,” 
Mrs. Dunn said. “I would hope 
that every student in this school 
has a relationship with at least 
one adult they could talk to.”

Ms. Rodriguez also stressed 
the importance of officially 
reporting incidences of harass-
ment or bullying to teachers. 

“We need to have one 
person who’s brave enough to 
walk into Mr. Gilyard’s office 
to say, ‘I’m filing an official 
complaint,’” Mrs. Rodriguez said. 

“If it’s just in the ether, and 
we hear about it as adults [we 
cannot do anything because]we 
live in such a litigious society 
right now, unfortunately. Ideally, 
a parent hears this story and they 
are deeply ashamed of their son 
and they partner with the school to 
correct him,” Mrs. Rodriguez said. 
“Worst case scenario, they say, 
‘How do you know this? Who told 
you this? Prove it; we’re getting our 
lawyers.’ And so we have to have 
somebody stand up and report it.”

Junior Eliza Charette 
said that some students have 
trouble coming forward with 
an official report because they 
don’t want to hurt their social 
standing with their friends. 

“A lot of harassment and 
or bullying comes from your 
friends,” Eliza said. “It’s hard 
to out those people and tell your 
school about it because you 

don’t want to lose your friends.” 
Ms. Rodriguez agreed 

that many students are afraid of 
the consequences if they come 
forward. She said that many 
students who are being harassed 
come into her office but don’t 
want to file an official report. 

“Imagine how frustrating it 
is as an adult, to be handcuffed,” 
Ms. Rodriguez said. “You can’t 
do anything until the victim 
comes to you and says: ‘I want 
you to investigate this.’ The person 
has to come in and report it.”

In recent years, social media 
has had an increasing impact on 
the KO community’s dynamic. 
“Social media has ramped up 
mean behavior because it allows 
for there to be a screen in between 
the person they’re saying some-
thing to, which makes it easier 
to be mean,” said Mrs. Dunn.

Dean of Students, Will 
Gilyard said that social media 
has changed the KO commu-
nity. “I think social media has 
a major impact on us; the more 
education we can get around 
digital citizenship and things of 
that nature, hopefully kids will 
be more responsible,” he said.

 Middle School Counselor 
Laura Doyle said that social 
media has definitely made it 
harder for kids. “I certainly hear 
kids coming in and saying they 
feel left out because these kids did 
something and I didn’t get invited, 
but I saw it on social media.”

In addition, Mrs. Repp 
commented on the fact that social 
media has taken away the alone 
time that kids need. “Mostly 
for me it just makes me sad that 
these kids never get a break. The 
phones create FOMO [fear of 
missing out] for everyone all the 
time,” she said. “People need 
time to be their true selves.”

Mr. Gilyard agreed that 
social media  doesn’t allow for 
kids to get a break. “When I was 
younger, if there was any kind of 
conflict it ended when you got 
home. That’s not the case now. I 
think there’s a little bit of addic-
tion to social media,” he said.  
“Kids sleep with their phones, 
and if it buzzes you wake up. So 
if at one in the morning you see 
something  done in school or some 
kind of embarassing moment 
then that continues to, as Ms. 
Rodriguez probably says, disrupt 
your central nervous system.”

   Ms. Rodriguez said 
that social media gives some 
students a space to do or say 
things without feeling they will 
be held accountable by teachers. 

“Having conse-
quences as a 
result of your 
actions is a part 
of learning.”

– Olivia Rossi

“I think students today are 
‘adult wranglers,” Ms. Rodri-
guez said, “which means they 
know how to present appropri-
ately in front of the adults in the 
community so as to not ruin their 
chances of going to colleges or 
getting anything on their record, 
but they feel a certain freedom 
through social media, which they 
feel is a safer place to speak the 
less ‘noble’ side of their character.”

Mr. Gilyard also commented 
on how students use social media 
in an inappropiate manner. “On 
social media you can almost be 
anonymous and be really rude 
and mean in many ways, he 
said.  “It’s unfortunate that many 
people choose to go that route.” 

An important part of the 
culture in the Middle School 
is Diversity Days. In a broad 
sense, Mrs. Dunn said that Diver-
sity Days are once-a-month 
workshops to help kids learn 
how to better understand one 
another and be a good person.  

A strong emphasis is placed 
on the idea of perception and 

“Learning takes 
place in the after-
math, in how 
teachers, parents, 
kids respond.”

– Mrs. Dunn

tolerance of other people’s differ-
ences, said Mrs. Repp. Diver-
sity Days grapple with topics 
such as race, religion, socioeco-
nomic status, sexual orienta-
tion, ethnicity, and many more. 

Mrs. Repp said that she 
hopes kids think about ques-
tions of perception during these 
days and are conscious of the 
fact that what they see is not 
the whole story to someone. 

She said these days give 
students the opportunity to 
ask, “Who am I? What do I 
present myself as? Do people 
perceive me as who I really am? 
What assumptions do I make 
about other people?’” she said. 

Lately, she said, The Middle 
School has placed an emphasis on 
how to have a conversations with 
someone that has a different view. 

For example, around the 
time of the presidential elec-
tion, Middle Schoolers were 
offered the option to speak with 
someone from the opposing 
side in a mediated conversation.

In the Middle School, after 
a report of harassment is made, 
there are steps in place to deal with 
the issue. Typically, the first step 
is for the advisors of the students 
involved to talk to each other. 

If the behavior continues, 
Mrs. Dunn said that the Form 
Dean gets involved. Lastly, 
Mrs.  Dunn gets  involved, 
because she is the Associate 
Director of the Middle School. 

In terms of consequences, 

Students connect through social 
media, but sometimes this can lead 
to harasssment. Photo by Shelby 
Fairchild ’17.

Mrs. Repp said that, when someone 
is unkind to someone else, that 
student receives a Saturday 
detention. When the student 
comes in for detention, he or she 
has to reflect on the situation. 

“That’s what I love about 
the Middle School disciplinary 
system,” Mrs. Repp said. “It’s 
about growth. Our assumption 
is that the kids want to be good 
people and everyone makes 
mistakes, so how can we help 
get them in the right direction.” 

Mrs. Dunn said the goal of 
the Middle School disciplinary 
system is to help students grow. 
“We focus on allowing kids to 
make amends for the things that 
they’ve done that they shouldn’t 
have and repairing the damage,” 
she said. “We want to see that 
they have learned something.”

Eliza, who went to the 
Middle School, said that the school 
does a good job of educating 
students about harassment through 
Diversity Days, but that it has 
some room for improvement as far 
as implementing effective conse-
quences when harassment happens. 

“I think KO is good at 
educating kids about bullying 
in the Middle School, but they 
don’t enforce it well,” Eliza said.

Mrs. Dunn said that many 
Middle School students are at a 
developmental stage when they’re 
figuring out what it means to be a 
friend and a community member. 

“I t ’s  developmental ly 
appropriate with kids at this age 
to experiment with friendships, 
loyalty, power, and control to 
learn,” Mrs. Dunn said. “While 
it is developmentally appro-
priate and necessary, doesn’t 
mean it’s OK. Learning takes 
place in the aftermath, in how 
teachers, parents, kids respond.”

 Olivia said that, even if 
students are at a stage in their 
life when they need direction 
and teaching about relation-
ships, they should still face 
consequences for their actions. 

“Although it’s true that kids, 
especially Middle Schoolers, are 
learning how to navigate social 
relationships, having conse-
quences as a result of your actions 
is a part of learning,” Olivia said.

While issues of harassment 
are always difficult to solve, it’s 
clear that students and faculty alike 
are looking to make KO a safer and 
more inclusive place for everyone.

The KO Community Handbook outlines actions that harassment includes, but 
is not limited to just these actions. Photo by Carolyn McCusker ’17.
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Students and faculty compete at trivia nights
KO held two trivia nights 

during the past two weeks, the 
first-ever trivia night for faculty 
and staff on Thursday, Feb. 
23, and the fourth-annual Teen 
Trivia Night on Friday, March 3. 

Teen Trivia Night was 
organized and coordinated by 
freshman Emily Lemkuil to raise 
money to support research for 
brain tumors. Emily said that 
93 students attended the event, 
which raised more than $2,000.

Emily’s mom was diag-
nosed with a brain tumor 10 years 
ago, which is why she is and her 
brothers, Andrew ’16 and Austin 
’16, began this trivia night in 2014. 

The Teen Trivia night 
involved groups of seven to eight 
people in the cafeteria competing to 
answer questions, while enjoying 
a meal catered by Naples Pizza, 
California Pizza Kitchen and A.C. 
Petersen’s Restaurant. Emcees for 
the event were history and creative 

A team of eight seniors competes at the Teen Trivia Night on Friday, March 3. 
Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17 
arts teacher David Baker and math 
teacher Will Amarante. The contes-
tants competed to win cash prizes. 

Emily said that each person 
on the first-place team won $60, 
each person on the second- 
place team won $40, and each 
person on the third-place team 
won either $20 or a gift card. 

At the beginning of the 
night, junior Mark Place talked 
to the participants about his expe-
rience with brain tumors. “He 
talked about how his brother had 
a brain tumor and his long road 

to recovery,” senior Sasha Bash 
said. “I think it was really nice of 
him to open up to the audience.”

Students said they appre-
ciated the variety of questions, 
which provided everyone with the 
opportunity to win points for their 
teams. “There were questions with 
different topics and varying diffi-
culty, which created good compe-
tition during the night,” junior 
Keegan Toland said. Sasha said 
that on the last question of the Teen 
Trivia Night, each group was able 
to wager as many points as they 

had earned throughout the game. 
“My group wagered a lot of points 
and got the question right, bringing 
us to second place,” she said.

At the end of the night 
Team Pictionary came out on 
top. Their members were juniors 
Eliza Charette, Skylar Barron, 
Ben Tauber, Keegan Toland, 
Mason Bowers, Anthony Melody, 
Ryan Goss and Will Appleton. 
“My team worked really well 
together,” said Skylar, “and we all 
got along which helped us win.” 

Teachers and staff members 
who participated in the Faculty 
and Staff Trivia Night said they 
were very pleased with what they 
learned about their colleagues 
during the trivia competition. 

“I enjoyed getting to hang 
out with people I don’t normally 
see in a more relaxed setting, and 
to see what knowledge people have 
beyond what we know they have,” 
Executive Assistant to the Head 
of School Sherri Malinoski said.

Teachers said the event gave 

them a chance to interact outside 
their normal work environment and 
even exposed their hidden talents. 

“I think my colleagues were 
really surprised that I am a super-
hero comic expert,” English teacher 
and Director of Teaching and 
Learning Asha Appel said. 

Mr. Baker and history teacher 
Jim Weeks served as emcees.  

The Winners,  a  team 
comprising Dean of Students Will 
Gilyard, Director of the Middle 
School Jane Repp, Director of 
Diversity, Inclusion and Cultural 
Competency Joan Edwards and 
Associate Head of School Natalie 
Demers, lived up their team name 
and won the event in the final round.

Math teacher Denise Garcia 
said that her team, Dolan’s Solons, 
was winning for the majority of 
the time until the final jeopardy 
round, when they lost it all. In 
the spirit of competition, she still 
enjoyed the night. “Competing 
was fun. I like to compete,” she 
said. “I hope we do it again.” 

teaching it to younger students, 
we are able to gain more knowl-
edge and insight that we can use.” 

In addition to benefiting 
middle schoolers, Ms. Savin said 
that KOMUN gives Upper School 
students valuable experience. 
“[KOMUN] gives them the expe-
rience of chairing a committee, 
which is no small feat,” she 
said. “Keeping 20 middle school 
students on task and engaged for 
eight hours is a big deal, and the 
KO chairs have done a phenomenal 
job on this, which explains why 
the program is such a success.”

Junior Gabrielle Ruban 
said she finds chairing to be very 
enjoyable.“Doing KOMUN as 
a high school student is a lot of 
fun because it’s one thing to be a 
delegate, but it’s a totally different 
thing to be someone who’s leading 
the discussion,” she said. “Guiding 
students toward resolutions is 

[something that] I enjoy doing.”
KO’s own delegat ion 

of 28 students will be led by 
Middle School History Depart-
ment Chair and Middle School 
MUN Advisor Andy Krugman. 

“Delegates gain the experi-
ence of having to [speak] in front 
of other people, learning more 
about the United Nations and how 
it works” he said. “Students work 
through problems. For some kids, 
the benefit is going to be a different 
kind of benefit than others.” 

KO’s delegation, the largest 
ever, will represent the nations of 
France, Ethiopia and Uruguay.

Mr. Krugman said that KO’s 
delegates are preparing diligently. 

“Every Wednesday morning 
we meet from 7:15 to 8:00,” he 
said. “They do some research, 
they gather information about their 
country and their committee. Then 
I help them answer questions they 
might not understand as best I can.”

Continued from page 14

Students prepare 
for KOMUN

Abolish the Electoral College
by Robert Downes ’18

The Electoral College 
is an archaic, undemocratic 
system, created in the era of 
primarily monarchical govern-
ment, and, as such, the system 
should be abolished and replaced 
by a more popular and directly 
inclusive form of  vot ing. 

After Hillary Clinton’s loss 
in 2016, in which she acquired 
2.9 million more votes than 
Donald Trump, the legitimacy 
of the Electoral College was 
rightfully called into question. 

However, Mrs. Clinton 
is not the first candidate tow 
win the popular vote but lose 
the electoral vote, and there-
fore  lose  the  pres idency. 

The issue dates back to 
1824 when John Quincy Adams 
defea ted  Andrew Jackson 
through exploiting the provi-
sions of the Electoral College. 

The failure of the Electoral 
College to elect the more popular 
candidate occurred again in 
1876 when Rutherford B. Hayes 
defeated Samuel J. Tilden after 
the Republican party demanded 
the votes of New York be given 
to their candidate. Tilden had 
250,000 more popular votes. 

Twelve years later, Benjamin 
Harris beat Grover Cleveland 
under similar circumstances. 

These nineteenth-century 
examples make it clear that the 
Electoral College is anything but 
democratic, failing to truly include 

voters in so called democratic 
elections; therefore, the Electoral 
College’s failure in the election of 
2000 to award victory to Al Gore, 
the popularly chosen candidate, 
should have been considered the 
last straw, since it clearly indicated 
that our system for selecting our 
nation’s leader fails to truly create 
an atmosphere for a fair election.

 The Electoral College is a 
winner-take-all system, meaning 
a candidate must win the majority 
of a state, not the country, to be 
awarded any sort of votes that 
matter in winning the presidency. 

This winner-take-all system 
creates two primary issues: 
candidates will neglect certain 
states already deemed lost, and 
parties will build coalitions. 
The evidence for the neglect of 
certain states is overwhelming. 

Ask anyone who lives in Illi-
nois about what appears on their 
television during election season, 
and they will most likely reveal 
that they are bombarded with 
campaign ads; however, asking 
the same question in Massachu-
setts or Alabama would prove 
null, since both these states are 
strongly affiliated with one of 
the two major political parties. 

Further, looking at the 
Kennedy, Carter, Nixon and 
Reagan campaigns, there is a 
clear comparative efficiency in 
regard to the amount of time, visits, 
and money spent in each state. 

For example, Mr. Carter 
did not even visit 11 states and 

visited 12 states only once due 
to his presumed victory or inevi-
table defeat in those states. 

This highly targeted visi-
tation strategy clearly demon-
strates that the Electoral College 
does not promote a national effort 
to reach all American voters 
for securing the presidency. 

Because the candidates 
focus on these battleground states, 
their stances on certain issues are 
distorted; any candidate who 
wishes to win Iowa, for instance, 
must be pro-ethanol, even if the 
issue is contradictory to his or her 
own personal views. The focus on 
battleground states, which tend to 
be in the middle of the country, 
also leads to the needs of East and 
West Coast states being neglected.

Coalition building, essen-
tially the domination of the elec-
tion by two major parties through 
an immense pooling of financial 
and social resources, presents 
itself as an issue, as it renders third-
party candidates irrelevant; conse-
quently, though one may align more 
with a third-party candidate, their 
vote only serves to detract from the 
votes of a major party candidate in 
the current winner-take-all system.

Due to popular candi-
dates failing to win the elec-
tion, the neglect of certain states 
(and therefore entire groups of 
people) and coalition building, 
the Electoral College undermines 
the entire basis of democracy 
through eliminating the voters 
power and must be abolished.

is and how incredible musicians’ 
ideas become when they listen to 
one another and truly play together.

“Jazz is based largely off of 
improvisation, which is playing 
your own solo melody on top of 
the background arrangement,” 
Tim said, “so the music is even 
more a reflection of you because 

music becomes more than music; 
it becomes a conversation that’s 
created by the band as a whole.”

This was Tim’s second year 
going to the event, and he said 
that the festival’s entire purpose 
is to unite jazz musicians and 
improve their playing skills.

The Berklee Jazz Festival 
is the largest scholastic jazz 
festival in the United States.

Continued from page 10

At this point, I’ve success-
fully refuted all of the arguments 
proposed in last issue’s article; 
however, I have yet to present 
my own reason(s) as to why the 
musical SHOULD be manda-
tory. If you’re still reading, thank 
you for sticking with me this far; 
I promise that I’m almost done.

Ul t imate ly,  requi r ing 
students to watch the musical 
sets an important precedent, one 
that establishes the aesthetic and 
cultural value of such productions. 
As a school, KO should and does 
encourage students to expand their 
view of the world, to learn some-
thing new, and to consider matters 
from others’ perspectives; musical 
theater encourages these things. 

Musicians thrive at Berklee festival

Continued from page 4

Musical offers beauty 
There are certain master-

pieces of art that must be expe-
rienced to fully experience our 
human culture, and I would 
include several well-known 
musicals in that category.

Watching the musical 
represents a special, shared, 
LIVE moment. It’s not pre-
recorded or filmed; you can’t 
rewind and rewatch the inter-
esting parts; it’s a fleeting 
moment of beauty, a few hours 
during which “everything you can 
imagine is real” (Pablo Picasso). 

And this is especially true 
of shows like Pippin; as Einstein 
so aptly put it, “The most beau-
tiful experience we can have is 
the mysterious. It is the funda-
mental emotion that stands at the 
cradle of true art and science.”

it forces you to use your own 
ideas to shape the rest of the piece. 
It’s not about your ideas alone.”

Tim added that collaboration 
with other musicians adds another 
layer to the music that may not 
be there if performed as a solo.

“It’s about how you can 
bounce your ideas around other 
musicians and play with them,”  Tim 
said. “If you can do that, then your 
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For the first time in the 
past 10 years, the girls varsity 
basketball team finished a hard-
fought season with 12 wins. 
KO’s record was around .500 
as they ended the season 12-11.

In addition to a large number 
of wins for the girls, they also 
made the finals in the KITs for 
the first time in 14 years. This 
successful run in the KITs sparked 
the girls ambitions to have a 
successful, hard-working season.

This season was the first 
year in which Head Coach Kyle 
Chapman coached the girls varsity 
basketball team. He stepped into 
the role motivated to make this 
team a winning program again. 

Coach Chapman changed 
the culture of the team and 
successfully led the girls to 
beating multiple teams that they 
have not beaten in over a decade.

“At the beginning of the 
year, Kayla, Sam, and I got to 
interview prospective coaches, and 
Mr. Chapman said he wanted to 
set goals,” said senior Co-captain 

guard Madi Kalkstein. “One of 
those goals was to go .500, and 
another goal was to make the 
playoffs, even though we came 
up short at the end of the season.”

On top of these expectations 
that Coach Chapman instilled at 
the beginning of the season, the 
team also wanted to focus on 
improving in order to gain more 
respect from their opponents. 

“We learned how to win, 
which was something that we 
talked about early in the season, 
because we have not won here in 
a long time,” said Coach Chapman. 
“We won a few games this year that 
we might not have in the past, and 
we learned how to play with each 
other by playing less of an isola-
tion and more where all five people 
are touching the ball and scoring.” 

Coach Chapman pointed 
out that senior Co-captain 
guard Kayla Glemaud stood 
out as a star player this season. 

She led the team in points, 
assists, and rebounds, and she 
often guarded the other team’s 
best players. In addition to these 
impressive stats, Glemaud rarely 

ever came out of the game, and 
she led the team very effectively.

In the girls’ second-to-
last home game of the season, 
they faced off against a powerful 
Hopkins School team and won 
54-35. The squad effectively 
overwhelmed the Hilltoppers 
with their pressure, as Hopkins 
did not have a strong group of 
ball handlers. KO was able to 
cause and score off of turnovers.

“The first half was pretty 
ugly, but I challenged the girls at 
the half to fight their way out of 
it,” said Coach Chapman. “I gave 
them no help in doing that, and it 
was up to the leaders and players to 
do so, and they did just that, and in 
the second half, they played great. 

After a strong win against 
Hopkins, KO went on the road 
to Suffield Academy for their 
last road game this year. In a 
hard fought game, KO came up 
short, losing the game 56-41. 

Suffield played a great 
matchup zone, and KO struggled to 
get the ball in good places, so they 
ended up taking a lot of long shots. 

In addition, KO missed 

a total of 18 free throws and 
turned over the ball 22 times. 

The s t rong defensive 
performance was not enough for 
the girls varsity basketball team 
to win the game, as their offense 
struggled to put up a lot of points 
without turning over the ball. 

KO then finished off the 
season playing against a weaker 
Canterbury School team and 
ran over them, winning 68-36.

“It was a perfect way to 

end the season. The girls played 
great and everyone got to play 
and have fun,” said Coach 
Chapman. “We got out to a big 
lead, so there was no pressure, 
and everyone was just able to 
play basketball and have fun.”

Although the girls fell 
short of the playoffs this year, as 
a team, they made great strides 
in moving in the right direc-
tion towards making the KO 
team a winning program again. 

Girls hoops finishes above .500 
for first time in over 10 years
by William Gitlin ’17

Senior Co-captain guard Kayla Glemaud analyzes the Canterbury School 
defense on their way to a 68-36 victory. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

Girls squash celebrates seniors; 
ends season with 12-6 record

After competing in the New 
England Class B Division Tourna-
ment on Sunday, Feb. 26 in their 
final matches of the season, the 
girls varsity squash team finished 
with a successful 12-6 record.

Head Coach Andy Carr 
explained his thoughts on the 
outcome of the tournament and the 
team’s final matches of the season. 

“Although we didn’t win, 
it [was just] as fun being able to 
watch the team play their final 
matches of the season and have a 
great time with it,” said Coach Carr. 

Coach Carr  said that 
the girls owe much of that 
success to the fantastic lead-
ership from their  seniors.

“The girls played great 
throughout the entire season, 
and it showed in their wins. 
Twelve regular season wins is 
the most the team has had in the 
last 10 years,” Coach Carr said.

The team also celebrated 
Senior Day with their last 
regular season home match 
of the season against West-
minster on Friday, Feb. 17. 

The senior players enjoyed 
playing in their final home 
match for KO, Coach Carr said. 

“Senior Day was a lot of 
fun and successful for the whole 
team,” he said. “We had a great 
showing, and it was a nice way 
for the seniors to finish their final 

matches on our home courts with a 
win. The Play4Kay event also was 
a nice addition for the occasion.” 

Some of the seniors said 
the experience of playing their 
final home match was very mean-
ingful and that they were ending 
their careers on high notes. 

“It was an interesting experi-
ence, said senior Meghan Dalton.  
“I was both happy and sad at the 
time, because it was great to play 
with [the] team at [a] special event 
and get a win, but it was difficult 
knowing that it would be my, and 
the other seniors on the team’s, last 
time playing at the [KO] courts,” 

Senior Captain Julia Gold-
smith agreed. “It was great to play 
and earn a win with the team in 
my final home game ever,” she 
said. “It was a sad knowing that I 
would only be playing a few more 
matches after senior day. I loved my 
team [and] teammates and enjoyed 
playing with them this season.” 

Coach Carr said the team’s 
impressive 12-6 record was only 
one of the goals the team accom-
plished when finishing their season. 

“At the beginning of the 
season, I and the members of the 
team set goals for the season,” 
he said. “We wanted to improve 
upon our record from last year, and 
through their efforts this season, 
we were able to achieve this goal.

“Though we were unable 
to win New Englands,” he 
said, “I was impressed with the 

team’s resilience and ability to 
compete through the physical 
and mental challenges that are 
presented with the tournament.” 

Goldsmith said perseverence 
and courage contributed greatly to 
the team’s success this season. 

“As a team, we always 

mix of veterans and less expe-
rienced players contributed 
to beneficial  interact ions. 

“The team is filled with older 
leaders and younger members, 
which allowed for great success 
this season,” he said. “The seniors 
served as leaders and motiva-
tors for the younger members 
of the team by encouraging 
them during their matches and 
during practices. Goldsmith was 
a great captain and No. 1 player 
for the team this season, always 
helping or cheering on her team-
mates when she wasn’t playing.” 

Coach Carr said the cultiva-

“The girls played 
great throughout 
the entire season, 
and it showed in 
their wins. Twelve 
regular season 
wins is the most 
the team has had 
in the last 10 
years.”

– Coach Carr 

tion of these younger players this 
year will pay dividends next year.  

“Although we will be 
losing six great seniors next 
year, we have a lot of talent in 
the younger members in our 
team,” he said. “I hope that will 
allow us to improve for next year 
and achieve the same goals and 
success that we did this year.” 

He said the team’s successful 
regular-season finish this year 
provides the Wyverns with a sense 
of accomplishment and motivation 
to improve upon for next year, 
even if the squad will be missing 
their valued and talented seniors.      

by Nick Ravalese ’17

Senior Co-captain No. 1 Julia Goldsmith hits a backhand while lunging for 
the ball in a match against Westminster. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ‘17.

challenged ourselves to do better 
each match and improve each 
week,” she said. “Throughout 
the season, we competed against 
strong and talented opponents 
and were able to beat many of 
them because of our determi-
nation and strength as a team.”

Coach Carr  sa id  the 
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Players of the

Moment:

by Jaden DiMouro ’20
and Ben Putterman ’17Senior girls basketball Co-captain Kayla 

Glemaud. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18. 
Boys hockey defenseman Colin Regan. Photo by 
Angie Delucia ’18.

Kayla 
Glemaud

Colin 
Regan 

For what seems like his 
whole life, junior Colin Regan 
has been playing the game he 
loves. Starting at the age of five 
in Avon’s youth hockey league, 
Regan immediately knew this 
was a sport he wanted to pursue. 

Influenced by his father, 
a college hockey player, Regan 
knew he wanted to try to become 
a hockey player and fell in love 
with it the first time he started.

When Regan came to 
KO, he played with the intra-
mural middle school hockey 
team. But in his final year of 
the Middle School, he began to 
practice with the varsity team.

Regan said that moving to a 
more elite team at the same time 
as playing on a varsity team really 
pushed his game to the next level. 

“From the age of 14 to 
16, I played on the Connecticut 
Chiefs, and I really made strides 
there,” he said. “I played 60-game 

seasons, and it contributed a lot to 
my success as a hockey player.”

While finding lots of success 
on the ice, Regan still had trouble 
getting used to the level of play 
on a varsity sport in his freshman 
year. He feels that his sophomore 
year on the team was when he 
really settled in, because even 
though he wasn’t completely 
ready, he was still asked to step 
up and do a lot more for the team. 

With his years of experi-
ence, Regan was confident in his 
play and role on the team heading 
into this season. “I was asked 
this year to do way more than 
I’ve ever done,” he said. “They 
were long crazy games, but you 
have to do what you have to do.”

Head Varsi ty Hockey 
Coach Ben Adams praised Regan 
for his large contribution to the 
team this year and described how 
tough a role he had to play. “He 
logged more minutes than any 
other player defensively and was 
always matched up against their 
best players,” he said. “He was 
successful more often than not.”

Regan’s teammates said he 
contributed greatly to the team 
this year and will continue to do 
so next year. “He gives us really 
good emotional support during the 
games and is always there to keep 
us going,” said sophomore Garth 

Swanson. Junior Ryan Streett 
added that Regan was always the 
first one to start warm ups and was 
a great vocal leader for the team.

Despite the Wyverns’ tough 
season, Regan found several posi-
tives in the team’s performances. 
He felt that with four eighth-
graders and four freshman on the 
team this year, competing against 
18- and 19-year-old players helped 
the team play their hardest. “I’m 
most proud of the fact that we 
were able to hold it together and 
finish the season out,” said Regan. 

Regan said he is already 
thinking about next year’s season 
and believes that both he and the 
team can enhance their game from 
this year. “I think we can really 
improve our skills and perfor-
mances next year,” he said, “and 
clearly I would like to win a game.” 

In the future, Regan hopes to 
play lacrosse in college, but playing 
club hockey is still an option. Even 
further than college, his ultimate 
goal is to become a hockey coach. 
But before leaving KO, Regan still 
has one more season on the team. 

“I want to leave this program 
when I graduate better than it was 
when I started,” he said. Regan 
added that he hopes the hockey 
program here at KO can live on 
in the future, and that the love 
for hockey at KO never dies out.

Boys squash ties for second in 
New Englands after disputed call

This past winter, the boys 
varsity squash team had a disap-
pointing season, finishing with 
a record of 2-12. Despite a diffi-
cult and hard-fought season, the 
team managed to remain hopeful 
and determined heading into 
the New England tournament.

To finish their regular 
season, the Wyverns had two home 
matches, facing Suffield Academy 
and Williston Northampton School. 

On Saturday, Feb. 18, the 
team played the Tigers from 
Suffield and lost 5-2 with several 
close matches that decided 
the match in Suffield’s favor. 

Senior No. 5 seed William 
Gitlin, for the first time in his career, 
lost a match in five games. Senior 
No. 2 seed Ben Putterman had an 
impressive 3-0 victory, but it wasn’t 
enough for a KO overall win.

On Wednesday,  Feb . 
22, the team celebrated four 

seniors’ tenures as varsity 
p layers  aga ins t  Wi l l i s ton 
Northampton School. After the 
commemoration, the Wyverns 
were outmatched and lost 7-0. 

After that tough loss, the 
team had two days to recuperate 
before heading off to Portsmouth 
Abbey School in Rhode Island 
to compete in the New England 
Class C Squash Tournament, 
consisting of nine stellar teams. 

“I think we all, especially 
the younger kids, had a really 
great attitude heading into New 
Englands,” said senior Captain 
No. 1 seed Ryan Albanesi. 
“That was especially important 
after the tough season we had.”

The format  for  New 
Englands is a random draw with 
random seeding that determines 
what opponent a certain player will 
face throughout the tournament.

Overal l ,  the Wyverns 
finished in second place for New 
Englands, finishing with silver. The 

team came in second by a single 
point, 51-50 to Portsmouth Abbey, 
who won the tournament. Greens 
Farms Academy tied for second 
as well, finishing with 50 points. 

Three KO players finished 
in first place in their respec-
t ive  bracke ts .  Put te rman, 
Gitlin, and eighth grader No. 6 
seed Henry Krieble won their 
brackets, which propelled the 
Wyverns to a second-place finish. 

In  Put t te rman’s  f i r s t 
match, he played an opponent 
from King School and won 
swiftly, 11-2, 11-3, and 11-4. 

In his second match, he 
competed against a Portsmouth 
Abbey player he had faced earlier 
in the season. In the first game, 
he fell behind 10-7 but scored 
five consecutive points, winning 
him the game and fueling his 
momentum to win the match 3-0.

In the final, he faced a 
player from Concord Academy. 
He lost the first two games, 11-9 

and 11-7, but won the next three 
games, securing an overall victory.

Coming into the tourna-
ment, Gitlin was the only Wyvern 
who had to play four matches 
in order to reach the final. “I 
knew I had to work hard early 
on to win quickly and not play 
unnecessary games to preserve 
energy for later on,” Gitlin said.

In his first three matches, 
Gitlin won all three 3-0, sticking 
to his game plan of dominating his 
opponents and conserving energy. 

So, in his final match, he was 
determined and energized to secure 
a victory. Although he came short 
of a perfect day, Gitlin won 3-1, 
only losing the second game 14-12. 

There was a controver-
sial moment during the tourna-
ment, which ended up costing 
the Wyverns a first-place finish. 
Freshman No. 4 seed Nick Choo, 
playing in his third match, was 
winning 2-1 against a Greens 
Farms Academy opponent. In 

the fourth game, the player from 
Greens Farms intended to hit a 
backhand but instead connected 
with Choo’s forehead, and the 
racquet flew out of his hand 
and out of the squash court. 

As Choo left the court, he 
required attention from the trainer. 
The Greens Farms Academy player 
decided to forfeit the match, but 
his coach, who was not watching, 
said that his player actually was 
not forfeiting. This isn’t allowed, 
but the coach argued it was Choo’s 
fault for getting hit, not his player’s.

The rule is that if any 
opponent inflicts injury on the 
other player, he must forfeit. 
After 20 minutes of arguing, it 
was decided that Greens Farms 
won because Choo couldn’t 
continue to play. This contrib-
uted to KO’s second-place finish.

Despite a challenging 
season, the Wyverns were able to 
persevere and end the season posi-
tively by bringing back hardware. 

by Michael Loughran ’17

Class B All-Star, team 
Co-captain, and 1,000-point scorer. 
These prestigious achievements all 
distinguish senior varsity basket-
ball forward Kayla Glemaud. 

While all are noteworthy, 
one achievement stood out to 
both Glemaud and her coach, 
English teacher Kyle Chapman. 

“As a member of the basket-
ball team, my greatest achievement 
has been reaching 1,000 points,” 
Glemaud said. “It’s a culmina-
tion of all the hard work and 
hours in the gym as well as the 
perseverance of being on a team 
with four coaches in four years.” 

Coach Chapman agreed. 
“This year, Kayla became a thou-
sand point scorer which is an 
amazing achievement,” he said.

As a basketball player, 
Glemaud is multifaceted. “She 
is our leading scorer, leading 
rebounder, best passer, stron-
gest ball handler, best defender 
and our  hardest  worker,” 
said Coach Chapman. “She’s 
the engine of  our  team.” 

A favorite moment of 
Glemaud in a KO jersey for 
both her and Coach Chapman 

came during this year’s KITs. 
“My favorite memory of 

Kayla was during the KIT finals 
against Watkinson,” said Coach 
Chapman. “She had picked up two 
fouls within the first two minutes of 
the game, and I had to take her out 
for a long stretch. When I put her 
back in, she was incredible. I was 
really impressed with her ability to 
get back into this really competitive 
game and hit the ground running.” 

Glemaud finished the game 
with 27 points in a close loss to 
Watkinson in what was one of 
her better games of the year. 
Bt she did not remember the 
moment for her personal success. 

“My favorite moment 
of this season came during the 
KITs,” said Glemaud. “Everyone 
was playing their hearts out,” she 
said, “not for personal agendas, 
not for impressing others, but 
for each other. It was incred-
ible, and the fans were amazing, 
supporting us the entire way.”

Accord ing  to  Coach 
Chapman, Glemaud’s real value 
lies in her leadership skills. 

“She had a lot of pressure on 
her shoulders,” he said. “She had 
to be our leading scorer, rebounder 
and defensive player. It wasn’t 
easy for her, but she stood up as 
a leader in every drill and every 
game. I asked a lot of her, and she 

delivered,” said Coach Chapman.
Next year, Glemaud will 

be taking her talents to Hamilton 
College where she will be a 
member of the basketball team.

Senior Kayla Glemaud 
and Junior Colin Regan
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Boys hockey struggles through 
tough season, looks to next year

Kingswood Oxford’s boys 
hockey team had a challenging 
season to say the least, with a 
record of 0-18. Having to fight back 
from losing many seniors and other 
experienced players this year, the 
team worked hard to rebuild itself 
with new players in a new location. 

After  KO decided to 
eliminate the hockey rink on 
campus last year, the team had 
to adjust to the Newington 
Ice Arena as their home rink. 

“It’s hard to say that we could 
be much more successful, because 
it’s hard to compete against teams 
that are flat out bigger, stronger, 
more skilled, and older, who recruit 
and have their school fully behind 
them,” said senior Josh Bobruff. 

Practice times were not 
as flexible at the new rink, and 
the team had to adjust to the 
limited availability. “Our ice 
time was shorter, so we had 
a lot less time to practice,” 
said freshman Shane Dawson. 

The team had many new 
young players, making it hard 
to keep up with strong oppo-
nents on other teams. “We had 
a lot of kids that left after last 
year after we found out that the 

school was going to get rid of 
the rink, leaving us with a ton 
of younger kids that had to step 
up into huge roles on the team,” 
said sophomore Garth Swanson. 

The team struggled due to 
the inexperience of many players. 
“Our goalie, for example, was 
a freshman,” Swanson said, 
“and this was his first year on 
a high school team, and he did 
better than anyone would have 
expected. One of our best defen-
semen this year, Kyle Frankel, 
was an eighth-grader this year.” 

The team had some really 
tough losses, with opponents being 
too fast and too strong. “They were 
very fast and physical, and they 
played at such a high-paced level, I 
got tired really fast,” said Dawson. 

Even with many losses, the 
team got stronger as the season 
went on. “The team improved in 
all areas of the game since the 
beginning of the season. Everyone 
got faster, stronger, and better 
as the season carried out,” said 
senior Captain Drew Nemirow. 

Swanson said that Nemirow 
had the biggest impact on the team. 
“He had more goals than everyone 
else on the team and was also a 
playmaker, setting up lots of goals 
as well. He never got down on 
the team and skated harder than 
anyone, no matter what position 

we were in during the game and 
during practice,” Swanson said. 

E v e n  w i t h  a  r e a l l y 
tough season, the team never 
gave up in any si tuation. 

“We always just keep 
grinding,” Swanson said. “Our 
third periods this year were the 
best periods overall that we 
played in. Most of the games 
we go into the third period 
down by seven plus goals and 
just keep fighting till the end.” 

Facing defeat, the team 
fought as hard as they could. 
Some games produced notable 

team achievements. “The standout 
game this season was against Rye 
Country Day School at home when 
we lost 6-5, because I felt like 
we really played as a team and 
everyone played for each other, 
which is also the closest we came 
to a win all season,” Swanson said. 

Dawson agreed. “This was 
the first game that was really 
important, because it gave us 
confidence going on with the 
season, nearly winning the game.” 

Even with a losing season, 
the team always pushed until the 
last minute and never gave up. 

by Lexi Kubas ’19

“The standout 
game this season 
was against Rye 
Country Day 
School at home.” 

– Garth Swanson

Boys varsity hockey team pose for photo on ice led by senior forward Captain Drew Nemirow (back row, fourth from 
left) and senior center Josh Bobruff (back row, center). Photo by David Newman.

A late winter sports portfolio
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Clockwise, from top left: Senior point guard Mark Billingsley draws 
a foul in a boys varsity basketball game. Sophomore swimmer 
Thomas Betts maintains a lead over opponent. Senior squash player 
Ryan Albanesi crafts his backhand shot. Sophomore swimmer John 
Hagberg edges past opposing swimmers. Senior squash player Julia 
Goldsmith aims her forehand shot. Sophomore squash player Aidan 
Shea extends for ball. Senior swimmer Noah Hawks-Ladds breast-
strokes to victory.
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Boys basketball finishes season 
strong with inspired playoff run
by Kyle Zimmerman ’18

The  boys  baske tba l l 
team capped off a successful 
16-9 season, notching a 12-1 
record vs. Class B teams, and 
reaching the semi-finals of the 
New England Championships. 

After nine straight wins 
in January, the team traveled to 
Loomis Chaffee on Wednesday, 
Feb. 8, and to Kent on Saturday, 
Feb. 11. Although the Wyverns 
kept the games close, Loomis 
and Kent managed to snag 
the victories, with scores of 
79-66 and 85-53 respectively. 

Despite two back-to-back 
losses, the boys were able to show 
their dominance in the next few 
games. On Wednesday, Feb. 15, 
the squad traveled once again, 
this time for a game against Mill-
brook. The score remained close 
for the entirety of the game; 
however, the Wyverns were 
able to overcome their oppo-
nents and claim an 87-82 victory. 

Three home games followed: 
Hopkins on Saturday, Feb. 18., 
Canterbury on the following 
Wednesday,  and Wil l is ton 
Northampton School on Saturday, 
Feb. 25. The squad defeated both 

Hopkins and Canterbury with 
scores of 87-51 and 59-58, respec-
tively, but Williston’s talented team 
took over the court, which led to 
KO having a tough loss of 73-54. 

Freshman Justin Barron said 
the squad’s offense depends on 
sharp shooting and hustle. “When 
we win, it is usually because [of] 
our ability to shoot the ball and our 
constant effort during the game,” 
he said, “but when we lose, it is 
usually because we were not able to 

rebound as well as we wanted to.”
Barron said the team’s 

practices have focused on tran-
sition offense and rebounding 
and that the squad’s these 
skills in these areas have been 
improving with each game. 

With this talented a team, it 
was hard for Head Coach Garth 
Adams to single out any players. 
“There is a tremendous team 
effort,” he said. “There are just 
so many different people who 

can each make contributions.” 
Coach Adams did say that 

junior Nick Casiano played well 
both offensively and defensively 
more towards the end of the season. 

Barron agreed. “I think that 
Nick Casiano sticks out,” he said, 
“because of his ability to put the 
ball in the hoop on offense and 
also his ability to lock down some 
of the best players in the league.”

Coach Adams also praised 
junior Jackson Meshanic and 
sophomore Sean James for their 
ability to maintain a good offensive 
balance throughout their games. 

Seeded No. 2 in the Class 

B New England Tournament, the  
boys played Beaver Country Day 
School at home in the opening 
round, defeating them 86-82 in a 
very high-scoring game that was 
decided only in the last minute 
of play. “We had great guard 
play,” said Coach Adams. “We 
had good shooting, competi-
tive offense, and we were quite 
defensive during the second half.” 

On Saturday, March 5, the 
Wyverns hosted No. 6 seed Mari-
anapolis Prep in the semi-final 
round of the tourney. The boys 
fought a long battle, but lost 66-62. 

Coach Adams said late-
season tournament  games 
can be difficult. “Every oppo-
nent is talented,” he said. 
“It just depends on which 
team makes the most plays.”

Even though KO played 
very strong on defense, Mari-
anapolis Prep had an explo-
sive offense, and the Wyverns 
found it difficult to contain 
them at times during the game. 

With only a few minutes 
left to play in the second half, 
the Wyverns came back after 
being down 15 points to bring it 
to within two points, but they KO 
fell short and lost by four points. 

“There is tremen-
dous team effort. 
There are so many 
different players 
who can each 
make contribu-
tions.”

– Coach Adams

Senior Mark Billingsley runs up the court and attempts a layup as he tries to 
shake his determined opposing defender. Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18.

Senior Co-captain Jack Barry swims during the recent New England Championship meet. Photo by Nat Bates ’17.

Boys swimming and diving wins 
consecutive championship meet
by Ryan Albanesi ’17

Led by a talented array of 
seniors, the boys and girls swim-
ming and diving team capped off 
another impressive season on the 
weekend of March 5. Defending 
last year’s title, the boys squad 
won the 2017 New England Divi-
sion II Swimming and Diving 
Championship for the second 
consecutive season and the girls 
team finished in eighth place. 

Despite the departure of 
key seniors from last year and 
few female competitors, the 
Wyverns emerged victorious in 
the New England tournament 
due to fantastic senior leadership 
and the emergence of new talent. 
Ultimately, the team finished 
with 437 collective points, ahead 
of second place St. George’s 
School who finished with 397.

Going into the tourna-
ment, Head Coach Alex Kraus 
predicted it would be battle 
primarily between St. George’s, 
KO, and Kent School. “I thought 
that both KO and St. George’s 
swam very well, but we just were 
a little tougher over the course of 
the day and all in all we met the 
challenge,” Coach Kraus said. 

Senior Co-captain Jack Barry 
was the team’s top finisher, placing 
2nd in the 200-yard freestyle with 
a time of 1 min., 46 secs. Barry 

also finished 3rd in the 100-yard 
butterfly race, finishing in 53:57. 

Without a doubt, Barry was 
the team’s most valuable swimmer 
this season, Head Coach Kraus said. 
“He accomplished that primarily in 
practice but then he also followed 
it up by being a consistent 
competitor,” Coach Kraus said. 

Senior Co-captain Noah 
Hawks-Ladds also played a key 
role in the post-season tourna-
ment victory, placing third in the 
500-yard freestyle and eighth 
in the 100-yard backstroke. 

Supporting the captains, 
junior Tim Petit also contrib-
uted points to the team’s total 
with impressive finishes in 
both the 200-yard freestyle, 
where he finished fifth, and by 
placing third in the 100 freestyle. 

I n  t h e  r e l a y  r a c e s , 
the Wyverns demonstrated 
their depth and flexibility as 
a team, Coach Kraus said. 

Many different swim-
mers contributed to the team’s 
success, including freshmen Ethan 
Brown and Jamie Amell, junior 
Kyle Zimmerman, and junior 
Harry Kraus, who combined to 
finish third in the 200 medley 
relay in a season’s best time of 
1 min., 47 sec., 78 milliseconds, 
earning 32 points for the team. 

Later, during the 400 free 
relay, the combined power of Petit, 

Hawks-Ladds, sophomore John 
Hagberg and Barry took second 
place, swimming the second 
fastest time in KO swimming 
history for that event, 3:18.33.

The ability to place different 
swimmers in multiple events 
was critical to the victory for the 
Wyverns. “People got stronger 
both physically and in terms of 
endurance…people added new 
events in what they were willing 
to swim and able to swim, and 
people were flexible in adapting to 
new situations,” Coach Kraus said. 

Coach Kraus also stated 
that, though the squad relied 
heavily on its senior leaders, new 
swimmers stepped up to make 
a large positive impact as well. 

“I thought the seniors were 
solid leaders [but I also] thought the 
Third Formers adapted well to high 
school level swimming…the kids 
in the middle really improved a lot 

from last year,” Coach Kraus said. 
The girls team also had a 

successful end to their season’s 
campaign, finishing an impres-
sive eighth place after a hard 
season with few female swimmers.

In the 200-yard free-
style relay, senior Laura Polley 
partnered with senior Grace 
Miller, senior Manisha Satheesh 
and junior Noa Boyd to finish 
ninth with a time of 1:53.53, 
earning 18 points for the team. 

Senior Co-captain Grace 
Amell finished fifth in the 100-yard 
breaststroke event, and senior 
Co-captain Amanda Civitello 
earned 13 points by finishing sixth 
in the 200-yard individual medley 
race, with a time of 2:25.56. 

The girls team struggled 
this season with a lack of swim-
mers, but bonded closely together 
to finish strong, beating three 
other schools with more swim-

mers and larger student bodies 
in the New England tournament. 

Moving forward, the boys 
and girls teams will be left in 
capable hands, considering the 
large impact developing younger 
swimmers had during the 2017 
New England tournament . 

Many swimmers who started 
the season struggling improved 
rapidly, said Coach Kraus. “The 
goals for next season are the 
same as this season…to integrate 
new people onto the team and to 
provide good leadership opportuni-
ties for seniors,” Coach Kraus said. 

In the 2017-2018 season, 
the boys team will be swim-
ming for their third consecu-
t ive championship trophy. 

The  g i r l s  t eam wi l l 
look to continue their team 
building, improve their perfor-
mance during races, and capi-
talize on their young talent.


