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For the first time in recent 
memory, KO administrators 
banned Upper School students 
f rom wear ing  Ha l loween 
costumes to school on Oct. 31. 

Traditionally, all KO students 
have been free to wear costumes 
to school when Halloween fell 
on a school day.  However, this 
year only KO Middle Schoolers 
were allowed to wear them. 

Despite the ban, some Upper 
Schoolers did dress up in costumes 
while remaining in dress code.

Asked about the restriction 
this year, Dean of Students William 
Gilyard said, “[the restriction was 
placed] because we had seven dress 
down-days this month,”  he said.

Because the week leading up 
to Hewett Day (Spirit Week) was 
only two days long, the Student 
Government and Mr. Gilyard 
decided to have a KO Spirit 

Day the day before Hewett Day. 
During the next week, 

there were five fun-themed 
days. Each day of the week 
had a theme and most students 
dressed in the spirit of the day.  

Students who weren’t 
dressed in the theme of the day or 
were dressed inappropriately were 
assigned  after-school detentions. 

With all these dress-down 
days in mind, Mr. Gilyard said he 
felt that having another dress-down 
day on Halloween was excessive.

Many students, such as 
junior Will Appleton, wondered 
why this rule was instituted this 
year for the first time. “We have 
Spirit Week every year,” he said. 
“Was it different this time around?” 

In response to this question, 
Mr. Gilyard said that, since this is 
his first year as dean of students, he 
made the decision. He added that 
he wasn’t involved in the decisions 
about whether to allow Halloween 

School bans Halloween costumes
by Eliza Charette ‘18

On the right, senior Shelby Fairchild celebrates the holiday by dressing in 
costume and in dress code. Photo by Vivian Goldstein ‘17. On the left,  junior-
Justine Strom remains in regular dress code. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

New field house set to open in March
by Lian Wolman ‘19

The conversion of KO’s 
former ice rink to a multi-purpose 
field house is proceeding on 
schedule and on budget. School 
officials said the new facility 
should be ready by early March. 

Board of Trustees member 
and Campus Planning Committee 
Chair Mark Wolman said that 
the fitness center, aerobics room, 
hospitality room, and the main 
playing area of the field house have 
already been created and enclosed. 
In each section, the glass has been 
installed, and the insulation for the 
walls and ductwork are complete. 

K O ’s  Bu i ld ings  and 
Grounds crew have been actively 
working on the area around the 
fitness center, tidying up the 
entrance to the athletic center by 
removing paving and replacing 
it with pavers, as well as adding 
shrubbery, and new benches. 

Director of Buildings 
and Grounds Larry Marciano 

said this outdoor work will 
be completely finished very 
soon. “We have to get this done 
before the snow flies,” he said.

On the road up to the field 
house, there will be a new side-
walk for students and others to 
walk on because, currently, pedes-
trians have to walk on the street 
and be careful of the passing cars. 
Mr. Marciano said that they are 
putting in the sidewalk because 
it is so dangerous walking 
down the street without one. 

Mr. Wolman said that the 
space for the new batting cage 
has been prepared, and will be 
installed near the end of the project  
once all of the flooring and the 
other work have been completed. 

 The new multi-purpose 
surface in the field house will 
accommodate three basketball 
courts, four tennis courts, three 
volleyball courts, and a track. “The 
workers are starting to prepare the 
floor so that the multi-purpose 
flooring material for all these sports 

can be installed,” Mr. Wolman said.
Director of Athletics Debbie 

Fiske said the building will feel 
like a high-energy athletic center 
branded with KO logos and 
images. “When you enter, you 
want to know you are at KO, 
a place where people want to 
compete and have fun,” she said. 

One new bathroom has been 
constructed and the existing bath-
rooms are being remodeled so 
that they will comply with Amer-
ican Disabilities Act standards. 

The space for the new bath-
room was obtained by cutting into 
the girls’ locker room. “We created 
a conveniently located unisex 
bathroom to service the hospi-
tality space,” Mr. Wolman said. 

Mr. Wolman said there will 
be a control room that has a view of 
the entire field house, but none of 
the controls have been installed yet. 

The renovation process has 
also brought surprises. When the 
workers were repairing a wall 
in the entrance they discovered 

a time capsule from 1979, the 
year the Brayton Athletic Center 
was built. “It was the strangest 
thing,” Mr. Marciano said.

The time capsule was 
turned over to School Archi-
vist Brenda Semmelrock, and 
it will be opened when the 
building is dedicated next spring. 

In addition, Mr. Marciano 
said the outside tennis courts 
are being resurfaced. “Hope-
fully we will have them refin-
ished by next spring,” he said.

The workers, supervisors 
and the Buildings and Grounds 
Committee said it will be exciting 
to see it completed. “Seeing it 
all come together from the rink 
will be my favorite part because 
it’s exciting we started with 
this big old box and now it has 
personality,” Mr. Marciano said.

Mr. Marciano, Mr. Wolman 
and Mrs. Fiske all led donors on 
tours of the field house on Thursday, 
Oct. 20. “I think [the donors] had a 
good reaction, and they were very 

excited about it. We are continu-
ally giving tours to people who 
are donating,” Mr. Marciano said.

 Mr. Marciano said some 
donors asked if more people 
would be using the field house 
than used the rink, which he 
said is a definite “yes” because 
of all of the new features. 

He said they also asked if 
they expanded the original foot-
print of the building. “We didn’t,” 
Mr. Marciano said. “We didn’t 
take on more land or expand any 
footprint to do this. It’s the original 
footprint from the hockey rink.” 

Another big question the 
donors had was whether the project 
would be completed on time and 
on budget. “We are on target for 
completion and we are on target for 
cost as well,” Mr. Marciano said.

Originally some students 
said they were very skeptical 
about replacing the rink with a 
field house, but now everyone 

Continued on page 16.

costumes in previous years.  
S o m e  s t u d e n t s  s t i l l 

expressed dissatisfaction. “The 
reason seems unnecessary,” 
senior Abby McGuire said. “It’s 
not like Spirit Week are real 
dress-down days. I couldn’t 
just show up in sweatpants.” 

Other students said they 
missed not being able to dress up 
on Halloween. “We have [dressed 
up] every other year,” said junior 
Nat Bates, “and even my drivers’ 
ed class was canceled because lots 
of people respect this holiday, I 
would have liked to celebrate it.” 

Nat was one of the few 
students who took advantage of 
the holiday and came to school 
in costume, while still being 
in dress code. Nat  dressed as 
a doctor, wearing a lab coat 
over clothing in dress code, 

Mr. Gilyard said he was 
pleased to see that some students 
were able to have fun by coming 

to school in costumes that 
complied with the dress code.  

Asked why Middle School 
students were allowed to dress up 
but Upper School students were 
not, Mr. Gilyard said it was because 
he’s not in charge of making that 

decision for the Middle School.
Mr. Gilyard said he is open 

to conversations about whether 
Upper School students should 
be allowed to wear Halloween 
costumes in future years .
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Just before Labor Day weekend, KO 
faculty received some crushing news: Admin-
istrative Assistant to the Director of Athletics 
Mimi Bridwell, every KO athlete’s biggest 
fan and always an energetic presence on 
campus, will be retiring on Tuesday, Nov. 22.

The Athletics Department quickly 
cycled through the stages of grief. Director of 
Athletics Debbie Fiske said her first reaction 
was to shout “NOOO!!!”, exhibiting denial. 
Assistant Athletic Trainer Julie Kindl, on the 
other hand, was sadness. “I cried,” she said. 

Now, finally, they have arrived at 
acceptance. “I’m very bummed for us and 
KO,” Ms. Fiske said, “but happy for her.” 

Ms. Bridwell said that she came 
to the difficult decision that it was time 
to retire from her work at KO because 
of her family. She said that she wants to 
capture and capitalize on her time with 
her family, recognizing that her son will 
be grown and leaving home all too soon. 

Even after she leaves the school, Ms. 
Bridwell will undoubtedly be remembered 
for years to come for her incredible work here. 
“She’s always been behind the scenes,” Ms. 
Fiske said, “keeping the department together. 
She’s always been a high energy taskmaster, 

by Emma Smith ‘18

Ms. Bridwell bids farewell to KO

ready to get things done and complete.” 
Ms. Kindl also said that Ms. Bridwell 

has been an amazing addition to the athletic 
staff. “When we’re all dragging, she seems 
to keep us going. They’ll be big shoes for 
the next person to come in to fill,” she said.

In turn, Ms. Bridwell also praised 
the KO staff, saying they have been like 

family to her in her 15 years here. “We’re 
a tremendous group that can really rely on 
one another when we need to,” she said. 
“When we’re in crisis mode, everyone really 
comes together and helps each other out.”

Ms. Bridwell emphasized that she 
is departing on a happy note; as hard as 
it will be to leave the school, she said she 

also needs the time to focus on her family 
and her other interests. Her pursuits and 
talents seem to be never ending. In her 
newfound free time, Ms. Bridwell said 
she will turn her attention to her dog-
walking business and the property owner-
ship company she runs with her husband. 

Even with so much else going on, Ms. 
Bridwell said she will miss many compo-
nents of her work at KO. “I want to just let 
everyone know that it’s been a blast,” she 
said. “It’s just been an amazing experience. 
Our staff is tremendous, and I’ll just miss 
all the students, the day to day events.” 

In order to honor Ms. Bridwell, 
the Athletics Department will host a 
farewell party for her on Friday, Nov. 
18, in the lobby of her office, located 
down the hallway from Hewett Gym.

 Ms. Fiske extended the invitation to 
students, saying that anyone is welcome 
to stop by, show the love, and wish Ms. 
Bridwell well on her next adventures. 

If students have any messages 
that they would like to share with Ms. 
Bridwell, this would be the time to do so. 

On the flip side, when asked 
what message she would like to leave 
students with, Mimi Bridwell responded 
quickly and with a smile: “Carpe Diem.” 

On Saturday, Nov. 12, as many as 10 
robots from four different schools scurried 
around Soby Gym, attempting to hit multi-
colored beacons, push Wiffle Balls, and 
lift a large yoga ball 43 inches into the air.

The primary purpose of the robotics 
scrimmage is to give JV Robotics team 
members a place to test their robots, said 
Robotics Coach Kathleen DiSanto.  “[JV 
players] have built, programmed, and 
driven multiple robots,” she said.  “At the 
scrimmage, they get a taste for the match 
pacing and scoring.  The best part of the 
scrimmage for the JV team is experi-
encing how awesome their robots are.”

Since JV Robotics is exclusively a 

fall sport, participants normally do not get 
a chance to compete and test their robots, 
said Varsity Robotics Captain Alec Rossi.

“The JV kids didn’t have the oppor-
tunity to compete with the robots they built 
in the fall season,” he said.  “To solve this 
problem, in November of 2013 – that’s when 
we had the first scrimmage – we had the 
JV kids compete against other JV robots 
from surrounding schools,” said Alec.

During the day of the scrimmage, 
the varsity team runs classes on a number 
of subjects, including project manage-
ment, how to start a JV team, engi-
neering notebook, and video production 
said Robotics Coach Donna Balcezak. 

“There are two tables set up in the 
gym: a building table and a programming 
table, staffed with our kids,” she said.   
 These tables help students get their 
robots on track. “One of the most satisfying 
things of the scrimmage is people come 
to the scrimmage having a robot that isn’t 
fully working and by the end of the session, 
due to the expertise of our team, we end 
up getting them off the ground,” said Alec.

In addition to helping JV team 
members, the scrimmage also serves as a 
springboard for the varsity season.  “We’re 
going to test out the robot; we have a couple 
of ideas we want to test,” said sophomore 

designer and builder Matthew Safalow.  
“We are going to test out different ideas 
we have right now to see if they work.” 

Coach Balcezak agreed, saying the 
event prepares varsity players for the intense 
and competitive season in December and 
January.  “For the varsity kids, it’s a chance 
for them to get ready for the season,” she said.

KO’s hosting of the scrimmage – one 
of the only robotics scrimmages in Connect-
icut – is a means of community engagement.  

“It’s a big community outreach thing.  
That’s a big part of FIRST (For Inspiration 
and Recognition of Science and Technology) 
– helping other teams,” Coach Balcezak said.

Every year, FIRST Robotics gives an 
award called the Inspire Award. “A prereq-
uisite to this award is significant commu-
nity involvement and engagement,” Alec 
said.  “And one of our efforts to engage 
the community, get people excited about 
robotics, is through hosting this scrimmage.”

Overall, the scrimmage is a key 
component of KO Robotics as it helps both 
JV and Varsity participants, while providing 
outreach to the community as a whole.  The 
aim is to spark students’ interest in the activity.

The Robotics team has also 
been promoting community outreach 
by donating money to IRIS Founda-
tion, an organization dedicated to 
refugee resettlement in Connecticut.  

The  team has  been  ra i s ing 
money via bake sales in the cafeteria. 

Robotics team members said they 
are committed to being a force for soci-
etal good, whether that effort mani-
fests itself in a scrimmage or donations.

KO hosts robotics scrimmage 

“The best part of the 
scrimmage for the JV 
team is experiencing 
how awesome their 
robots are.”

– Coach DiSanto

by Benjamin Small  ‘19

Robots battle to move large blue and red yoga balls, the most difficult task. Photo by Alec Rossi ‘17

Junior Phoebe Taylor helps students with their 
robot in Soby Gym.  Photo by Alec Rossi ‘17.

Mystery van 
speeds across turf
by Alec Rossi ’17

At approximately 1:30 p.m., on 
Tuesday, Nov. 8, a van unaffiliated 
with KO drove rapidly across Hoffman 
Field. This incident prompted the ques-
tion of whether school administrators 
need to install a security gate to block the 
back service entrance from the public. 

Dean of Students William Gilyard said 
that he was not sure if the driver intention-
ally trespassed on KO property. “A van... 
came through the back entrance of KO on 
[the] Boulevard side [and] came through past 
the library onto the football field,” he said. 

Members of the Buildings and Grounds 
crew, who were trimming a shrub around the 
library at the time, tried to get the driver to 
stop, even throwing items in front of the van.

While the intentions of the driver 
were not known to Mr. Gilyard, he said 
that he believed that the driver intended 
to drive through campus and realized that 
there was no way directly through campus.

History teacher Tricia Watson and 
Director of Diversity, Inclusion, and Cultural 
Competency Joan Edwards saw the driver 
and were able to copy down the license 
plate number, which was then reported 
to the West Hartford Police Department. 

While little is known about the 
driver, other than that he appeared to  
be a 20-30 year old male, Mr. Gilyard 
said he is relieved that everyone is OK 
and that there is no damage to the turf.

Senior Matthew Rossi said that he 
does not believe that KO should have an 
open campus. “A gate should be placed 
on the Boulevard entrance to prevent 
a similar situation from happening. If 
this occurred during a sports practice 
students could have gotten hurt,” he said.

Senior Sasha Bash agreed. “I 
believe that KO should have a closed 
campus  to improve security,” she said. 

Mr. Gilyard said that one such incident 
does not warrant the installation of a gate. 
“We use that space during football games; 
the ambulance goes through that space,” he 
said. Mr. Gilyard said that installing a gate 
might be an overreaction driven by fear.

Mimi Bridwell, a beloved presence in KO’s Athletics Department for the past 15 years, is retiring 
on Tuesday, Nov. 22. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17. 
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Spirit of the dress 
code haunts KO

Halloween looked a little different at 
the Upper School this year than it has in the 
past. Only a few students dressed up and 
embodied the Halloween spirit, while the 
rest of the students remained in dress code. 

This was in part due to a seem-
ingly sudden change – a regular dress 
code for Halloween, no exceptions – that 
was communicated poorly to students. 
No explanation was provided for why 
this alteration was being implemented. 

This led to the circulation of many 
rumors around the KO community trying 
to uncover the rationale behind this deci-
sion. Was it because there were already too 
many dress down days in October due to 
Spirit Week? Was it because people had 
abused the relaxed dress code during Spirit 
Week? Did people abuse the relaxed dress 
code for Halloween last year? Was it because 
the administration was concerned about 

costumes that were too revealing or that 
might offend certain groups? All these are 
legitimate concerns, but, unfortunately, all of 
these possible reasons are simply speculation. 

If people abused dressing down during 
Spirit Week or during Halloween last year, 
students are entitled to know this. With this 
knowledge, we can improve as a commu-
nity. If having a regular dress-down day for 
Halloween was some sort of punishment, it 
is all in vain when the students are not told 
what they did wrong. Without this knowl-
edge, students cannot change their behavior. 

Overall, communication between 
administration and students (and even the 
faculty) must improve, particularly regarding 
the specifics of the dress code. If a decision 
is made that directly affects the students, 
share the reasons why. Increased commu-
nication will take the ambiguity out of situ-
ations and make everything more clear.

Assembly overload
A barrage of information is presented 

during Tuesday morning assemblies. Speaker 
after speaker presents announcements to the 
Upper School, ranging from the recent score 
of a weekend sports game to the upcoming 
meeting of a club. While assemblies are 
often the most convenient forum to present 
information to the KO community, informa-
tion presented is often redundant and a deri-
vation of a previous week’s announcement. 
This excess number of redundant announce-
ments restricts students and clubs with new 
messages from being permitted to speak. 

With a total limit of 30 minutes, 
speakers are often cut for time. In fairness 
to all, clubs should be more cognizant of 
the amount of time they take up during 
assemblies. If weekly meetings occur, it 
would be more convenient to post this 
information on the Daily Bulletin. While, 
many announcements are important – the 
announcement of a charity, speaker, or 
special event – reminders about recur-
ring meetings are often unnecessary. 

Prior to this year, students were able 
to sign up for announcements and view 
the presentations for Tuesday on the daily 

bulletin. This year, to make an announcement, 
students need to sign up with Mr. Gilyard or 
Jack Barry. If the original shared document 
was reestablished, students would be able 
to consider the number of other speakers 
when deciding the necessity of speaking at 
a specific date. Through a heightened aware-
ness of the quantity of speakers during an 
assembly, students could decide if what they 
have to say is essential. Having the ability to 
sign up for an assembly weeks in advance 
also ensures that all-important announce-
ments are not cut due to time restraints.

A similar organizational issue exists 
with the Daily Bulletin. Information often 
remains on the document for weeks on 
end, regardless of a passed event date or 
fleeting relevance. This overabundance 
makes finding specific information diffi-
cult and dilutes the importance of one 
specific announcement. The KO News 
staff suggests the creation of a schoolwide 
Google Classroom. Information could 
be placed on this shared page and would 
be organized by posting date on the feed, 
ensuring that the most important and current 
announcements are easily accessible.

Perfection: 
impossible

The other day, on behalf of my 
own mother’s avid recommendation, I 
decided to watch the movie “Bad Moms.”

My expectation: A group of 
moms feel trapped by their responsi-
bilities, let loose, and ultimately find 
a new appreciation for their families. 

The reality was essentially just 
that. However, although I definitely do 
not have kids of my own, I somehow 
felt connected to the mothers onscreen 
– their insecurities, their doubts, their all-
consuming need to appear perfect from 
every angle. In the end, they gave up the 
whole charade and embraced their “bad 
mom” qualities, and I couldn’t help but 
reflect this message onto my own life.

Society puts way too much pres-
sure on us to be perfect. As students, we 
are expected to attend esteemed, Big 
Name colleges; from the second I entered 
freshman year, I felt the need to demon-
strate well-roundedness on my resume. 

I joined clubs that I didn’t know 
the names of, I picked up sports that I 
didn’t know the rules to, and I signed 
up for classes that I didn’t want to take. 
I molded myself into someone college 
admissions officers would approve of, and, 
looking back, I made myself miserable.

In addition to navigating the academic 
and athletic worlds, there was also the 
constant pressure of maintaining a certain 
social rank. I’m sure many students still 
feel a rush of nervousness every time 
they walk somewhere alone – to go to the 
bathroom, to clear a plate in the cafeteria, 
to wait for a ride home at the end of the 
day – all out of fear that some stranger 
might think: why is this kid such a loser? 

Whenever I didn’t have plans 
on a Friday night, I was legitimately 
scared that someone would find out, 
assume I had no friends, and think less 
of me as a result. It made no sense. 

The amount  of  t ime I  have 
wasted worrying about what other 
people think is actually ridiculous.

As I’ve gotten older, however, 
I feel as if I’ve been let in on an 
impor tan t  secre t :  nobody cares .

If I spend an entire sports game sitting 
on the bench rather than playing, nobody 
cares. If I take an easier level class in a subject 
that I don’t particularly like, nobody cares. 
If I walk across campus by myself because 
none of my friends are nearby, nobody cares. 
And I mean this in the best possible way.

As a senior, it is so easy to see that 
most of the time, people are too caught 
up in their own lives, their own insecuri-
ties, to pass judgment on others. I spent so 
much time crafting a “perfect” image for 
myself that I forgot to do what makes me 
happy, to be the person that I truly want to 
be. Who cares if I play guitar on the Green 
when no one else is doing it, too? Who 
cares if I don’t have time to put on makeup 
one morning? Who cares if I sit alone in 
the library, or get a bad grade on a test, or 
join a club that other people think is lame? 

Do not let anyone else define 
you. Do what makes you happy. 

Don’t worry about what other 
people think, and definitely don’t change 
yourself out of fear of being judged; no 
one can judge you unless you let them, 
and honestly, most of the time, no one’s 
paying attention anyway. Don’t compro-
mise yourself to feel as if you fit in. 

E m b r a c e  y o u r  “ b a d 
mom” qua l i t i e s .  Nobody  ca res .

Answers to last month’s crossword puzzle:
Across:
1. Homework
5. Starbucks
7. Leaves
9. Homecoming
12. Flannel 
14. Berry
15. Strout
16. Spirit Week
17. Harvest 
19. Election
21. College
22. Candy
23. Apple
25. Quarterback 

Down:
2. Reservoir
3. Hewett Day
4. Stanton 
6. Arabian Nights
8. Ruffle 
9. Halloween
10. Clowns
11. Google
13. SAT or ACT 
15. Space
18. Deeter
20. Nicholson 
21. Cider
24. Pumpkin

The KO News staff 
wishes everyone a 

Happy Thanksgiving!



4 THURSDAY
November 17, 2016   Opinions  Opinions THURSDAY

November 17, 2016 5
Pro/Con: Ridding Roberts of RTS
A social space An unsafe waste of time
by Elise Gendrich ’19 by David Marottolo ’18

Most of us at least have heard 
of RTS (Real Time Strategies), 
and many of us have stopped by, 
whether it be one time, 10 times, 
or innumerable times throughout 
our time at KO. This room at the 
bottom of Roberts, tucked away in 
a corner, is a popular space to hang 
out, work, or play video games 
with friends. RTS is populated 
mostly by sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors, but it is open to everyone, 
including freshmen (although they 
are supposed to be in Study Hall).

Though its reputation is 
often one of loud video games, 
brightly decorated walls, and 
occas iona l ly  ques t ionable 
comments, I don’t think badly 
of it at all. In fact, I frequent this 
room during or after the school 
day, so I was asked to write 
about why RTS should not close.

One of the most exciting 
aspects of my time here at KO has 
been discovering all of the fasci-
nating spaces on campus. Going 
up to the grid in Roberts, visiting 
the loft in Alumni Hall, using the 
Black Box for the first time; these 
are all places that make KO feel 
special to me. Every student has 
places like these – somewhere they 
go to hang out and socialize, others 
where they go to study or relax 
after a strenuous day of classes.

But there is one space on 
campus whose existence I find to 
be more worrisome than exciting. 
That, of course, is RTS. As a 
brief disclaimer, I would like to 
note that, although I choose not 
to spend much time there, I have 
been in RTS many times and have 
experienced much of what follows 
first-hand. As such, I’m not simply 
arguing along theoretical lines 
here; all of what I have to say stems 
from either personal observations 
or the assessments of others. 

One of the more superficial 
issues with the RTS room is the 
mess. Unlike most classrooms, 
which are decently well-cared-for, 
students often leave personal items 
strewn carelessly about the room. 

Aside from the obvious 
inconvenience to others such a 
habit creates, this necessitates a 
significant security risk. It would 
be disturbingly easy for a student 
to walk into RTS and walk right 
out again with a backpack or 
laptop that isn’t theirs. Considering 
the string of incidents last year, this 
carelessness surprises me greatly.

Some might argue that RTS 
is a great space for students to get 
work done. However, I recently 
spoke to a student who frequently 
occupies RTS, and he told me 
specifically, “Nobody gets work 
done in RTS.” If students need a 
space to work, there are so many 
other areas on campus: the library, 
the bottom of Roberts, the newly 
redesigned Math and Writing 
Center in Seaverns. RTS is far too 
distracting an environment to take 

this claim seriously.Other students 
simply value RTS as a social space. 
Now that Commons is the Math 
and Writing Center, and the lobby 
of Roberts is often quite crowded, 
RTS seems like the last remaining 
place where students can hang out, 
away from the stress of academics 
or the watchful eyes of teachers. 

But RTS is not in fact 
the only option left on campus. 
There’s the lobby of CT, Ms. 
Edward’s office, the Epic room, 
or even outside by the Green. 
Besides the physical shabbiness 
of the room, there’s another, more 
serious, reason why I feel RTS 
is not a place for social activity. 

Unfo r tuna t e ly,  many 
students don’t understand the 
purpose of RTS, and aren’t familiar 
with the students who frequent 
the space. I’ve spoken with 
several students who’ve stated 
they would feel uncomfortable 
in RTS because they weren’t sure 
they’d be welcome. RTS, uninten-
tionally, is turning into a clique. 

Aside from serving as a 
social space, RTS is surprisingly 
underutilized. The only groups 
that use it are the computer 
science class and Middle School 
robotics (which, in all honesty, 
uses RTS only when the Robotics 
room across the hall is taken). 

The lack of supervision 
mentioned above can also lead 
to problems. Recently there was 
an incident involving some inap-
propriate remarks left on chalk-
boards in RTS. These included 
jokes about matters related to 
sexuality and sexual assault. 

Some students have claimed 
that the comments were meant 
“ironically,” that they were 
mocking discriminatory practices 
or tendencies. Other students, 
however, found the comments to 
be offensive, hurtful, and insensi-
tive. Ultimately, it is irresponsible 
to leave such comments where any 
student could see them, regardless 
of the writer’s intentions. One also 
can’t help noting that this would 
not have occurred if there had been 
some adult supervision present.

Perhaps the most signifi-
cant point to consider is that the 
RTS room harms the image of 
KO. Shield and Dragon members 
are strongly discouraged from 
showing prospective students 
RTS, or even walking past it – 
why do you think that’s the case? 

The truth is, to many 
visiting families the RTS room 
seems to promote distraction 
from academics and a frivolous, 
undisciplined side to KO students. 
The somewhat selective nature 
of who uses RTS also violates 
KO’s core principles and prec-

edent, such as when KO closed 
the rink in favor of a facility that 
would be used by more people.

In the end, I believe that 
there is a solution to the problem 
that RTS poses. For one, we could 
reinforce the use of RTS as a tech 
lab. By revitalizing the room, 
replacing some of the software, 
and adding some faculty presence 
to the room, RTS could become 
a valuable, productive tool for 
the KO campus. This would also 
mitigate the lack of supervision 
mentioned previously, and allow 
more classes and extracurricular 
groups to use RTS effectively. KO 
should also encourage the use of 
certain areas on campus as social 
spaces, to compensate for the loss 
of RTS as a student “hangout.”

There is much about RTS 
that is wonderful and much that 
should be preserved. But there 
are some serious concerns that 
need to be addressed before the 
RTS room can serve as a func-
tioning space on the KO campus.

Gaming is also a 
good way to just 
relax, whether 
by playing or 
watching friends 
play.

Though its reputa-
tion is often one of 
loud video games, 
brightly decorated 
walls, and occa-
sionally question-
able comments, I 
don’t think badly 
of it at all.

For one thing, it can be a 
good place to work. Usually during 
the school day there will be just 
a smattering of people in there 
during their free periods, if any at 
all. This makes for a quiet and rela-
tively isolated area to work. The 
floor is open and now padded, so it 
isn’t bad for doing work, but there 
are also wide and low chairs and 
a counter space with taller chairs.

Currently half of RTS is 
closed due to Middle School 
robotics’ working in the larger 
room, but when it was open 

there was even more table space 
and additional chairs. At the 
beginning of the school year, 
I witnessed many juniors and 
seniors doing homework here, 
whether they were working alone 
or together on math, English, or 
their foreign language of choice.

It is also a good space to 
meet new people or just see new 
faces, especially people you might 
otherwise not see. I’ve met many 
friends there, simply by going 
in during lunch or PLB hours 
(times when everyone is free). 

Most of the people in there 
are not in any of my classes or 
even in my grade, but now I 
recognize more familiar faces 
around school in the halls, 
performances, or sports games.

During school-wide free 
time, many kids are found in RTS 
playing Mario Kart or, more often, 
Super Mario Smash Bros against 
one another. Since its location is 
rather out of the way – at the end of 
Roberts basement – this is a good 
place to play video games because 
the competitors can be loud 
without disrupting anyone. This is 
something that cannot be said of 
every student space and is appreci-
ated by everyone. Gaming is also 
a good way to just relax, whether 
by playing or watching friends 
play; it’s a good change from 
taking notes, writing, and the other 
work that is constantly upon us.

Honestly, RTS is not every-
one’s speed (which is just as well, 
because the room isn’t big enough 
for the entire student body), but it is 
important to and valued by the ones 
who have made it theirs, and for 
those reasons it should not close.

Cartoon by Thomas Betts ’19 

Vine verging on vanishing
by Janvi Sikand ’19

Let’s get away from poli-
tics for a little and talk about 
another pressing issue right 
now: Vine. As you may have 
heard, this video-sharing site, 
akin to social media, is being 
shut down by its owner, Twitter. 

Now, six-second videos may 
not seem like much, right? But 
know this: there are billions of 
Vines out there, hundreds of thou-
sands of users or Viners, and some 
of these videos garner millions 
of views apiece. It’s created 
stars, including Shawn Mendes. 

These facts should give 
you an idea of exactly how large-
scale Vine really is, and of its 
impact. I, for one, am absolutely 

astounded, if not outraged, that 
it’s closing. It’s not like I use 
Vine all the time – in fact, I prob-
ably only go on there every few 
weeks. I don’t even have the app! 

But, I’m telling you, there’s 
some comedy gold on there. 
You’re still allowed to see Vine 
for now, so I’m going to recom-
mend that everyone go watch 
“Just Gotta Have Good Come-
backs” by user Jay Versace, or 
“Red Robin” by Danny Gonzalez. 

So far as I’ve been able to 
discern, Twitter isn’t able to make 
enough money running Vine 
on the side. Doesn’t matter if it 
makes millions of people smile, 
if it’s not profitable enough; it 
has to be cut off or sold (another 
option on the table, but either way 

it won’t be same from here on out). 
Normally I’d scream at the 

injustice, but this time around I 
think I’m just going to take this as 
it comes. Some things just have to 
happen, and I think this is one of 
them. “Alright Janvi,” you must be 
thinking, “you’ve made your point. 
You’re obsessed with a platform of 
funny videos that you rarely ever 
visit anyway, and now you’re upset 
that it’s possibly shutting down. 
So what?” And I’ll tell you what. 

The purpose of this article 
isn’t to get you riled up and start 
some sort of campaign to save 
Vine. Nor is this supposed to be 
some sort of meaningless rant. 
Yes, there is a point to all this! 

Continued on page 6.

There are some 
serious concerns 
that need to be 
addressed before 
the RTS room can 
serve as a func-
tioning space.
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KO needs to cut mandatory sports

KO has a longstanding 
requirement that students must play 
sports – or other approved activi-
ties – three seasons a year for every 
year that they attend. However, this 
policy is harmful to all who are 
involved and should be stopped.

From a pragmatic standpoint, 
requiring people to play sports 
doesn’t make any sense. Having 
that one kid, like me, who couldn’t 
care less about the sport, ultimately 
weighs down the entire team.

It’s also a waste of time for 
many coaches and a fiscal waste 
for the school itself. Let’s face 
it: some teams are a joke. It’s not 
the coaches or the players’ fault; 
during my spring sport I don’t 
think some of our players knew 
the basic rules because our coach 
had never come out to coach us. 

It’s not his fault either, 
because he had to run a varsity 
team as well. What’s the point 
in requiring a sport where 
nobody learns how to play the 
sport, nobody actually exercises, 
and nobody even shows up?

My spring sport isn’t the 
only one either. All the sports 
teams I’ve been on have been more 
or less jokes. So why does the 
school bother to pay for coaches 
and equipment for these teams 
who, if sports were not manda-

by Vivian Goldstein ’17 tory, ultimately wouldn’t exist?
Furthermore, this rigid 

athletic system of three sports 
often forces students with consid-
erable athletic talents in a specific 
sport to play other sports that they 
have no interest in. I was just 
talking to an amazing basketball 
player who has to do C-level KO 

sports in her off seasons on top of 
the basketball she plays outside of 
school, all because of the sports 
requirements. It’s absolutely ridic-
ulous! If KO wants good athletes, 
they should allow those who love 
a specific sport – whether they’re 
extraordinary or rather ordinary at 
it – to pursue it and become better.

It’s not just a matter of logic 
either. For the varsity-level athlete 
getting D1 scholarships their junior 
year this may not be the case, but 
for unathletic folks like myself 
being forced to play a sport has only 
ever brought self-consciousness, 
awkwardness, and humiliation.

Personally, I’ve always been 
the worst person on any given 
sports team, and I’ve known it 
along with everybody else. There 
was a constant awareness that 
I was bringing down the entire 
team every time they put me 
into a game. If the way I played 
affected only me, it would be fine, 
but I know there are other people 
on the team who are invested 
in winning, and every time I’m 
put in, I’m a burden to them. 

This sort of thinking is toxic. 
Once you start believing you’re a 
burden in one area of your life, it 
only reinforces this idea in other 
areas of your life; this line of 
thought will quickly deplete any 
sense of self-confidence or self-
worth you may have. Even in more 
independent sports like squash, a 
team relies on you: your game could 
be the deciding factor between 
everybody’s winning or losing.

If you’re an athlete who 
signed up for this commitment and 
thrives off of the competition, then 
playing a sport can be a great thing. 
But for those of us who don’t want 

to be their, KO essentially forces 
us to feel awful about ourselves 
for a minimum of an hour and a 
half per day, four days a week.

For me, it can also be embar-
rassing to exercise in front of other 
people. When I compare myself to 
other people, I feel like a failure. 
I have also experienced this sense 
of failure whenever I have actu-
ally tried to succeed at a sport. 
When I put in effort, only to keep 
losing, it made me feel worthless.

If the concern is that, by 
cutting mandatory sports, kids will 
not be healthy, this is absolutely 
wrong. I’ve recently taken up 
recreational running. However, it’s 
really hard to fit into my schedule 
on top of mandatory requirements. 
Were these mandatory require-
ments to be cut, I would have more 
time to spend exercising on my 
own time and, quite frankly, getting 
more exercise independently 
than I have on any of the athletic 
teams I’ve ever been a part of.

KO is also defining health 
in terms of the physical and not 
the mental. For some kids, going 
home at 5:30 – after, in some 
people’s minds, essentially wasting 
a minimum of five hours a week – 
and then having another six hours 
of daily homework isn’t healthy. 
Furthermore, for some, sports is 
a healthy outlet and passion to 
pursue, but for others art, music, 

This rigid athletic 
system of three 
sports often 
forces students 
with considerable 
athletic talents in 
a specific sport to 
play other sports 
that they have no 
interest in.

reading, etc. are preferred methods 
that both help their future and 
maintain their sanity. By cutting 
mandatory sports, people who 
prefer these activities have the time 
to follow them. KO conducted a 
survey last year showing that 
only 2 percent of the student 
body believe that the arts are 
valued at KO. I assume that KO, 
valuing a liberal arts education, 
would want to get that number up. 

The new free time would 
also allow students to take on 
jobs and interviews that help 
their future – both in experi-
ence and paying off college 
– more than a JV sport would.

I confess, not everything 
about mandatory sports is bad. I 
made a lot of my friends through 
mandatory sports and our mutual 
resentment of them. But if KO 
stopped requiring mandatory 
sports, the community would 
not have to be undercut as a 
result. Instead, the new amount 
of time would allow people to 
bond over mutual passions and 
shared clubs would now have 
actual time to meet. Or even 
outside of KO, students would 
then have more time to socialize 
as a whole and get to know each 
other outside of the classroom.

For the good of the school and 
all of its students, KO needs to lift 
its mandatory sports requirement.

The graying canary in the 
coal-mine: a call to service

Many of the best forms of 
community service arise to meet 
identified needs. Fundraising 
pours in to help victims of earth-
quakes. Big Brothers, Big Sisters 
provides mentors for disadvan-
taged youth. Community gardens 
around the country have missions 
to alleviate neighborhood hunger. 

These are examples of 
extraordinary causes addressing 
pressing concerns. Yet, if you 
have not already done so, consider 
a segment of our population that 
quietly needs assistance too – 
our elderly. It is not glamorous. 
Nevertheless, if you consider the 
problems facing our elderly, the 
aging of America is an overlooked 
but enriching avenue of service.

Giving even a few minutes 
to an elderly person can enrich 
his or her life. Visiting a grand-
parent or even calling an older 
relative is a key deterrent to 
senior isolation, a mindset that 
has been linked to increased 
dementia and self-neglect in elders. 

If you can drive, volun-
teering for Meals on Wheels 
delivers meals to elderly who 
cannot physically go out to get 
food on their own. For music 
lovers, ponder that music therapy 
has been shown to activate dormant 
parts of the brains of Alzheimer’s 
and dementia patients. Look up 
“Alive Inside” on YouTube and 
see for yourself the difference that 

by Arcie Petty music makes. The simplest skills 
along with time are powerful 
in helping our elderly combat 
some daunting policy burdens.

The deficit in policy begins 
with numbers. From 2000 to 
2010, America’s total population 
grew by 9.7 percent while the 
65 and older group grew by 15.1 
percent. On every continent except 
Africa, the share of the elderly 
will outpace overall population 
growth well past 2040. Clearly, 
the proportion of our elders is 

The election heard 
’round the world

The result of the 2016 presi-
dential election has shocked the 
nation, both in good ways and bad. 
For some, the results were some-
thing to celebrate; for example, 
one of my parents’ friends “cried 
tears of joy when Donald Trump 
gave his victory speech.” For 
others, the results have caused 
much dismay and worry about the 
possible  dismantling of women’s 
reproductive rights and of the 
rights of gay couples to marry.

The silent majority that gave 
Mr. Trump the victory turned out 
this election cycle for a specific 
reason. Moderate voters, those 
who were indifferent about whom 
to support, felt overwhelmed by the 
left-leaning environment – mainly 
the media and President Obama – 
and voted for what they felt was the 
only new or different option. They 
did this because they felt that left-
dominated politics (Obamacare for 
example) wasn’t working for them. 

This is evidenced both by 
my conversations with voters and 
polls. For example, someone in 
my immediate family went into 
the poll planning to vote Hillary 
Clinton, but decided last minute 
to vote for Mr. Trump because 
they felt that every time they 
voted Democratic, they “regretted 
it.” Another person in my larger 
family, who said that they would 
not vote in this election, decided to 
register last minute and go to the 

polls because they felt that “we 
just can’t have another Demo-
crat as president.” The polls also 
partly reveal the reason that Mr. 
Trump won: poor whites, or “the 
forgotten man,” overwhelmingly 
supported Mr. Trump because they  
feel that they have been forsaken 
by the left-dominated government.

The left has been very 
critical of anyone supporting any 
of Mr. Trump’s policies, calling 
them evil and inhuman (a clearly 
radical viewpoint). Those that felt 
some relation to both Mr. Trump 
and Secy. Clinton, but weren’t 
completely on board with Mr. 
Trump, felt forced to secretly 
support him because they felt the 
only other option was violently 
opposing Mr. Trump. In this way, 
the results of this election and 
the shock and humiliation felt by 
the left resulted from Democrats 
shooting themselves in the leg.

Mr. Trump’s supporters are 
viewed as Hitler-like, inhuman  
white supremacists by the left. 
This led to Mr. Trump’s supporters 
to avoid being interviewed by 
polls, thereby skewing them to 
predict that Secy. Clinton would 
win. This led to the shock felt as 
a result of Mr. Trump’s victory, 
again showing how Democrats 
shot themselves in the leg. This 
shocking election result was 
clearly heard around the world. 

American voters have 

by Jack Antico ’17

Continued on page 6

 As our elderly 
face this unfolding 
crisis, spending 
time with them 
can help ease 
the psycho-
logical burden 
of decreased 
resources from 
strapped financial 
systems. 

growing for the foreseeable future.
These trends are already 

burdening established financial 
systems of care for the elderly. 
Social Security, a system to help 
retirees, is buckling. When it 

first started in 1935, there were 
eight American workers contrib-
uting to the fund for every 
retiree. Today, the ratio is 2.8 
workers for each retiree – and 
is projected to be 2.2 by 2035. 

Fewer contributing workers 
diminishes the amount of money 
that retirees can get. Furthermore, 
pensions are disappearing. The 
inability to fund pensions contrib-
uted to Detroit’s bankruptcy 
and the state of Illinois’s current 
budget crisis. Funding for Social 
Security and pensions is dimin-
ishing with fewer worker contri-
butions. Unfortunately, many 
of our elderly are caught in this 
deficit, and thus lack the resources 
to obtain services that they need.

As our elderly face this 
unfolding crisis, spending time with 
them can help ease the psycholog-
ical burden of decreased resources 
from strapped financial systems. 

Delivering meals and 
groceries, keeping them engaged 
in conversations and fun, driving 
them to a doctor’s appointment, 
or even a simple talk on the porch 
are just a few ways to bridge the 
needs of our elderly. Consider 
the advice that many of us have 
received to “end on a high note.” 
If we carry that thought to full 
fruition, we can help our grand-
parents and elderly live their 
golden years “on a high note” too.

Arcie Petty teaches Latin and 
Ancient Greek at KO.
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Cartoon by Evan Kelmar ’16 

In the past few weeks, the 
media has inundated America 
with news surrounding the elec-
tion. In this media storm of scan-
dals and angry rants on Twitter 
and Facebook, it can be difficult 
to keep up with other news. This 
is exactly what Energy Transfer 
Partners is banking on as they 
announced on Tuesday, Nov. 
8, that they were “mobilizing 
horizontal drilling equipment.”

For those who are unfa-
miliar with the North Dakota 
Access Pipeline, it is an under-
ground pipeline that would deliver 
470,000 barrels of oil per day from 
North Dakota to Illinois, where 
it would link to other pipelines. 
A pipeline makes sense, as the 
oil was previously transported 
via trains (which are prone to 
getting derailed and exploding). 

However, pipelines are not 
foolproof: they do leak, sometimes 
with disastrous results, such as in 
2015, when there were 40 reported 
cases of pipeline accidents in the 
United States, so the route of the 
pipeline has to be carefully planned 

such that possible leaks will have 
minimal effects on the population. 

The pipeline was originally 
supposed to go through Bismarck, 
N.D., but the Army Corps of Engi-
neers deemed this a safety risk and 
it was rightly rejected. However, 
the Army Corps quickly approved 
a route proposing that the pipeline 
run a few miles north of Sioux 
County and the Standing Rock 
Indian Reservation. This route 
would also cross directly under 
the Missouri River at Lake Oahe, 
half a mile north of the reservation. 

There are two main prob-
lems with this proposed route: 
first of all, even a small leak of 
the pipeline would spill directly 
into Lake Oahe, contaminating 
the tribe’s main source of water.  

Furthermore, the pipe-
line would run through land 
containing sacred sites and 
burial places, both of which 
contain artifacts of tremendous 
cultural and historic significance 
to the Sioux Standing Rock. 

The tribe argues these points 
extensively in their lawsuit against 
the Army Corps and Dakota 
Access. For example, they point 

out how Dakota Access originally 
rejected a route that would run the 
pipeline upstream of Bismarck, 
in part due to the hazards it posed 
to the city’s drinking water. I am 
personally appalled – although 

unfortunately unsurprised – by 
Dakota Access’ willingness to 
violate the Clean Water Act and 
the National Environmental Policy 
Act when it endangers the water 
and well-being of Native Ameri-
cans, but not when it could affect 
a town that is 92 percent white. 

While one might make 
the argument that the population 
of this city, (87,000), is much 
greater than that of the Tribe 

(8,250), a human life of a Native 
American is just as important 
as the life of a white American. 

The Congress has also 
created “regulations [that] require 
Federal agencies to consult with 
Indian tribes when they attach 
religious and cultural significance 
to a historic property regardless 
of the location of that property.” 

This is clearly the case here, 
but the Army Corps did not attempt 
to contact anyone from the reserva-
tion (in part because Dakota Access 
neglected to notify the Army Corps 
of the significance of the land 
when they made their proposal). 

This is just one example of 
Dakota Access blatantly disre-
specting the tribe’s culture. The 
case is currently being heard in 
court, but before the judge could 
make a decision, Dakota Access 
ran construction equipment 
through some of the sacred sites. 

Their logic was essen-
tially that, if they ruined the 
land and destroyed the artifacts, 
the second part of the tribe’s 
case would be rendered null. 

On Nov. 2, President Obama 
ordered a stop to the construction 

by Aparajita Kashyap ’18

Dakota pipeline cuts off culture

Advice Column
Question: How do I make friends 

with people outside of my friend group?

OK dear One, if you’re 
in a friend group, this is an easy 
answer! You join clubs, actively 
encourage your teammates 
during sports and hang out in 
new spaces during free blocks. 
If you’re in a clique, the answer 
becomes more complicated. 

Wha t ’s  t he  d i f f e r -
ence between a clique and a 
friend group you ask? Well, 
one is an open system and 
the other is a closed one.  

In an open system, 
everyone has a voice and readily 
shares opinions and ideas, confi-
dent in the comforting knowl-
edge they will be understood. 
Group chats in open systems 
are fun and friendly places; you 
never sweat a text before you 
hit send. Everyone is in on the 
joke, and there is zero drama 
generated in secret splinter cells. 

Another way you can tell 
you are in a friend group and not a 
clique is that everyone’s individ-
uality (of dress, thought, expe-
riences, actions) is appreciated 
rather than ridiculed or shamed. 

You are still into The 
Wild Kratts and don’t feel 
like you have to hide it? Right 
on, you’re in a friend group! 

Basically, you’re in a 
friend group if you feel like 
all of you belongs and not 
like you are trying to fit in. 

In a clique, you lowkey 
know you’re doing all you 
can to fit in and you highkey 

hate it because this is the exact 
exhausting opposite of belonging!!  

Group chats are nerve- 
racking experiences where you 
draft and edit and fret and vet 
and edit again before you finally 
hit send with bated breath. 

More often than not, these 
exchanges leave you feeling 
down or mildly confused.  

Yo u  a r e n ’ t  r e a l l y  a 

savage and f ind no plea-
sure in roasting someone to 
within an inch of their mental 
health or risk their self-esteem. 

Conformity of dress and 
thought are prerequisites to 
admission into cliques, and your 
position within it depends on 
your loyalty to the group expe-
rience no matter how dumb or 
dangerous you think the idea. 

Dissenting opinions or ideas 
from anyone besides the usual 
suspects fall flat or get clowned. 
It’s a closed system where one or 
two voices dominate and decide 
what and where and how the gang 
will hang and positions within the 
clique are more fixed than not. 

by Chastity Rodriguez

There has been a 
blatant disregard 
for the health 
and safety of the 
people living on 
the Standing Rock 
Reservation.

around Lake Oahe, saying that 
his administration would work 
with the Army Corps to find an 
alternative route to the pipeline; 
however, on Nov. 8, Energy 
Transfer Partners announced that 
Dakota Access would disregard 
this order – which, legally, was 
more of a strong request – citing 
the original approval that they had 
received from the Army Corps. 

The problems in this 
process are rooted in the routine 
discrimination against Native 
Americans: the land in ques-
tion should belong to the Sioux 
Nation. Americans took the land 
in a way that was later deemed 
“unjust” by the Supreme Court, 
who required the U.S. govern-
ment to compensate the Natives; 
however, the Sioux asked for their 
land back, rather than monetary 
compensation and were denied. 

Dakota Access and the Army 
Corps infringed upon the right of 
the tribe to be consulted when 
sacred land is being destroyed, 
and there has been a blatant disre-
gard for the health and safety of 
the people living on the Standing 
Rock Indian Reservat ion.

Ms. Rodriguez is the guid-
ance counselor in the Upper 
School.

More often 
than not these 
exchanges leave 
you feeling 
down or mildly 
confused.  

Here is why it can be 
difficult to make new friends 
if you’re in a clique: you have 
to be willing to give up your 
position in it. Those seeking 
outside relationships are often 
ousted by the clique because 
new friendships can be seen 
as disloyal and threatening 
to the closed group dynamic. 

My assumption is you 
really do know how to make 
friends, so if you are asking 
this question it’s probably 
because it is dawning on you 
that you belong to a clique.

If that’s the case and you 
are unhappy about it, consider 
having the “I think it’s best we 
treat each other as classmates 
and not friends” talk I wrote 
about in my last article and then 
set about mindfully developing 
friendships  which are mutually 
nutritive and are based on respect 
for each other’s individuality. 

And if you missed that 
article or want some support 
around how to have that chat irl, 
please know I am always here 
with a confidential ear in the 
cozy confines of the counseling 
office located in the garden 
level of Roberts in Room 011. 
To schedule an appointment 
with Ms. Rodriguez just email 
her your free blocks and she 
will reply with confirmation!

Goodbye Vine?
continued from page 4

And what I want you all to do 
is cherish what you’ve got. I 
know it sounds cheesy, but in 
light of this situation I’ve real-
ized that it’s actually sort of true. 

Have you seen that meme 
recently about the guy who’s been 
in a coma for two days and upon 
waking up says “Oh boy can’t wait 

to check my Vine account!”? You 
never know when some big unex-
pected change is coming, and you 
all know what I’m talking about. 
So breathe, look around, and enjoy 
what you’ve got even if it’s the 
small stuff like going to a school 
situated right next to Blueback, 
seeing a cute dog walk by when 
you’re feeling down, and especially 
funny looping six-second videos.

Election thoughts
continued from page 5

spoken: they have shown that 
they are tired of a left-dominated 
society by electing a conservative 
government in all three branches 
– the presidency, both houses 
of Congress, and indirectly the 
Supreme Court. Whether it be 
the media, which has forever 
revealed its liberal bias (as exem-
plified by polls predicting Secy. 
Clinton’s victory), or liberal 
movements such as “Black Lives 
Matter,” Americans have been 
surrounded by a left-leaning 
environment in all aspects of 
their lives, and they were, to use 
some of their words, “sick” of it.

I’m not saying any of these 
movements are bad; actually, I 
support most of them. But public 
leaders in America need not be 
rash: they must pick fights, and 
win their battles one at a time. 
America will always need to arrive 
at its own conclusion in order to 
accept it; it cannot be cajoled in 
its thinking. Overwhelming the 
population with too much of one 
ideology will lead to rejection.

This leads me to my last 
couple of bones to pick. I, as a 
Republican, solemnly hope that 
the party will not go crazy and 
make the same mistakes the left 

did with overwhelming America 
with right-leaning policy and 
respect the choices the left has 
made in the past by not disman-
tling Obamacare completely, 
for example. At the same time, I 
encourage those using the hashtag 
“stillwithher” to accept the results 
of our democracy and give the 
future president of America a 
chance before thoughtlessly 
berating him or his supporters. 

Even on our campus, 
supporters of Mr. Trump are being 
called evil and inhuman by those 
who say that love trumps hate and 
that Mr. Trump is a fascist. Ironi-
cally, they say this while spewing 
hatred on those who have different 
political opinions than themselves. 

At the end of the day, no 
matter what side you were on 
before, I encourage you to have 
the maturity to realize that Mr. 
Trump will be our next president, 
and to support him, because if he 
does well, so do you. This is an 
exciting time for American poli-
tics. There has been a “Republican 
Revolution” in our government, 
with all three branches having a 
Republican majority. And like 
the the shots fired at Lexington 
and Concord,  I  encourage 
America to use this spark to 
incite a change for the better.
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From Friday, Oct. 23. to 
Monday, Oct. 27. senior Connor 
O’Loughlin and juniors David 
Marottolo and Aparajita Kashyap 
represented KO at a Public 
Speaking and Debate tourna-
ment in Vancouver, Canada. 

The students fought against 
strong competition from around the 
world. The conference was a fast-
paced five days. Students competed 
in a variety of forms of debate 
including: After Dinner, Radio 
News Cast, Impromptu, Persuasive 
Speaking, Parliamentary Debate, 
and Interpretive Reading. 

The trip was led by Forensic 
Union Coach Elisabeth Repp, 
who also helped as a judge at 
the tournament. In the downtime 
between the debates, the group 
went out to dinner and visited local 
sights, such as Science World, a 
museum in downtown Vancouver. 

Dedicated speakers partici-
pated in the competition. “It 
was an amazing experience to 
see that many kids who were 
that excited about debate and 
really engaged in it,” said David. 

While the debaters were 
all competing against each other, 
David added that there was a 
social aspect to the event as well. 
“Everyone was very friendly, 
and you met so many people 
from all over the world,” he said. 

The competition was a great 
opportunity for both very skilled 
and very dedicated students to 
come together and compete, 
sharing their love for the field.

David and Apara said that 
they took away a lot on how to 
improve their speaking style. “It 
was really cool to watch the public 
speaking events as done by other 
schools in other countries,” said 
Apara, “because they have such 
a different way of approaching 
it that I think I can really take 
things back from there and apply 
them to my own debate life.” 

David was especial ly 
pleased with the experience that 

FU takes on Canada
by Adam Ovian ’18

Senior Connor O’Loughlin poses 
with his World Debate  award. Photo 
by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

KO reinstated lunch duty 
for Upper School students at 
the beginning of the school year 
in August, and, after nearly 
three months of operation, both 
students and administrators say 
the program has been a success. 

Students performing lunch 
duty sweep the floors, wipe down 
and clear tables and make sure 
they look neat, and push in chairs. 

Lunch duty was last required 
for Upper School students during 
the 2013-14 school year, when the 
current seniors were freshmen. 

The first groups of students 
to be assigned lunch duty this year 
were sophomores. “It was random 
picking the sophomores first,” 
Dean of Students Will Gilyard 
said, “but we didn’t want to start 
with the juniors or seniors for 
college reasons. Freshmen are 
in study hall, so the sophomores 
were the perfect place to start.”

Students are assigned lunch 
duty when they have free periods 
after lunch. “So far I’ve had 
lunch duty once, and it’s  really 
easy. It only takes 10-15 minutes 
tops,” sophomore Nell Schwartz 
said. “Any chance I get to help 
out the kitchen staff I’ll take 
because they really do work so 
hard making lunch for all of us,”

Mr. Gilyard agreed that lunch 

Sophs sweep to success
by Lexi Kubas ’19

Adjusting from the Portal to Google
KO’s decision to switch its 

main academic technology plat-
form from the portal to Google 
Classroom this fall has been 
met with both praise and criti-
cism from students and teachers. 

Since classes began in 
August, teachers have been using 
Google Classroom to post assign-
ments, worksheets, notes and 
other resources for student use.

T h e y  h a v e  b e e n 
co l l ec t ing  s tuden t s  work 
and giving feedback on their 
writing through the program. 

Some students expressed 
positive responses to the shift to the 
new platform. “The transition from 
the portal to Google Classroom 
was not easy, but once I adapted 
to the change, I learned to enjoy 
it,” junior Angie DeLucia said. 

Several students said they 
liked the fact that the Google 

by Sophia Kaufman ’20 Classroom allows them to edit, 
share, and leave comments on 
documents, and submit the final 
documents when they are finished.

“The transition 
from the portal to 
Google Classroom 
was not easy, but 
once I adapted 
to the change, I 
learned to enjoy 
it.”

– Angie DeLucia 

These students said that 
turning in or uploading a worksheet 
on Google Classroom is simple 

and quick because the documents 
are all saved on the Google Drive. 

T h i s  n e w  p r o g r a m , 
Google Classroom, helps them 
stay organized,  they said.

But some teachers and 
students said they were not as 
pleased by the way the stream 
works on Google Classroom. 

“Although I like Google 
Classroom, I think it’s a better day-
to-day resource than a weekly or 
monthly resource,” English teacher 
Michelle Schloss said. “The 
longer streams become difficult 
to organize and very crowded.”

Some students said the 
assignment streams for each class 
are confusing because so many 
assignments and other docu-
ments appear at the same time 
and they can be difficult to find. 

While some students said 
they like that all their documents 
are stored in Google Classroom 
and other Google applications.

Others said they enjoyed 
the simplicity of the portal 
where classes were l is ted 
and  an  ass ignment  shee t 
was readily available. 

Other students said they 
prefer to have paper copies of 
documents, rather than the digital 
documents on Google Classroom. 

“I personally enjoy paper 
copies for worksheets and hand-
outs because I like to have a hard 
copy,” Angie said. “But since 
almost everything is online now 
under the Google account, I am 
warming up to this new approach.”

The switch to Google 
Classroom is one of many major 
academic transitions KO has expe-
rienced during the last three years. 

Some upperclassmen said 
they’ve found the pace of change 
the administration has been spear-
heading, a bit disconcerting. 

“In my years at KO, I 
have been involved with several 

significant changes including 
the weekly schedule and the 
decline of the portal,” senior Alec 
Rossi said. “Now, I find myself 
learning Google Classroom to 
stay up to date with my classes.”

But several younger students 
said they like the change. “I am 
a new member to the Google 
account process,” freshman 
Addison Witkowski said. “So 
far I find it very helpful. I enjoy 
being able to communicate 
easily on Gmail and also being 
able to give access [to docu-
ments] to my teachers and peers.”   

As a  whole,  the KO 
community  appears  to  be 
warming up and learning to 
accept the new Google system. 

Teachers and students said 
they hope this application will 
serve as an increasingly valu-
able academic tool, while better 
connecting teachers with students, 
both in and out of the classroom.

the tournament offered. “Ulti-
mately, it was just fascinating to 
be surrounded by that much public 
speaking and that many public 
speakers. I definitely encourage 
the rising juniors to think about 
this, especially those involved in 
Forensic Union because it’s really 
an amazing experience,” he said.

Connor, the only KO senior 
attending the competition, was 
commended for his satirical After 
Dinner Speech, about Mexicans in 
favor of President-Elect Donald 
Trump’s proposed border wall. 

The speech earned him 
Second Place American Speaker 
for his category, and qualified 
Connor for the World’s Debate 
Competition. World’s is an annual 
championship where the most 
qualified high school public 
speakers, from all over the globe, 
gather to debate in the highest 
level of competition. This year 
the event will be held Austrailia. 

Connor  sa id  tha t  he 
was impressed with every-
one’s preparation and enthu-
siasm during the tournament. 
“Everyone was really enthused 
and well practiced,” he said. 

Looking back on the tourna-
ment, Connor said he is reminded of 
the KO team’s strong performance 
and the effort its members put into 
their preparation. “I think [all three 
of us] did an amazing job,” he said. 

duty is not a burden. “We have to 
have everyone help out, and, given 
the fact that each student has to 
only help out four times, its not that 
big of a deal to spend 10 minutes 
to help out the staff,” he said. 

Students who do not show 
up for lunch duty are assigned 
a detention. “Everyone has 
shown up for the most part,” Mr. 
Gilyard said. “A few kids forgot, 
but just picked up and did it the 
next time. We have only had 
one kid assigned a detention.”

Mr. Gilyard added that the 
system was designed to make it 
easy for students.“The way we 
do it isn’t stressful but it could be 
an inconvenience,” he said. “The 
kids have been fine and great.”

Sophomore Evan Moore 
said he doesn’t mind doing 
lunch duty. “It’s good to help 
out even if it takes up time to 
work on other things,” he said. 

Mr. Gilyard said the kitchen 
staff think it’s really great and 
they are very appreciative of all 
the students helping out. “We 
decided to bring it back this year 
because it was one thing that kept 
coming up,” he said. “The kitchen 
staff said it was really helpful, 
and, if we are going to form a 
nice community, this might help.”

So far, Mr. Gilyard said, 
the program is going well. “It has 
been an overwhelming success,” 

he said. “The cafeteria looks great, 
and the kids get appreciation of 
not leaving their plates behind 
and picking up after themselves.”

“The cafeteria 
looks great, 
and the kids get 
appreciation of 
not leaving their 
plates behind and 
picking up after 
themselves.”
– William Gilyard

Like Nell and Evan, sopho-
more Jane Dunbar said she’s happy 
to help out the kitchen workers. 
“Lunch duty is a great way to give 
back to the staff, and it doesn’t take 
that much time out of our study 
halls,” she said. “It’s an easy way to 
show gratitude and responsibility.” 

Sophomore Sean James 
agreed. “I’ve had lunch duty 
four times, and I don’t think 
it’s that bad,” he said. “It only 
lasts 10 minutes at most, and 
it’s an easy way for us to give 
back to the dining crew.”

Things to be thankful for:
• Veterans   
• Buildings and       
   Grounds Crew
• Sage Dining
• Strout Symposium

• Thanksgiving 
    break
• Fall foliage
• Family    
    and friends
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Student musicians get 
ready for Regionals
by Haley Gervino ’18

Thirty-nine KO students 
perfected their violin solos, tuned 
their trumpets, and warmed up 
their vocal cords during late 
October and early November as 
they prepared for the Northern 
Regional Music Competition on 
Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 5 and 6.

The competition is based 
on musical skill and focuses on 
assembling the best student musi-
cians in northern Connecticut, 
bringing them together to perform 
in a showcase at New Britain 
High School in mid-January.

“[The state-wide competi-
tion] is open to the four regions 
in  Connect icut :  nor thern , 
eastern, southern, and western,” 
said Upper School Creative 
Arts Department Chair Todd 
Millen. “Any kid who is part of 
a music ensemble can audition.”

Each year, about 40 to 50 
percent of KO students who audi-
tion are selected to join the show-
case, and most students who audi-
tion put in an immense amount of 
time, effort, and practice to prepare.

“[I practiced] probably 
about three or four [hours] in order 
to learn the nuances of singing in 
Italian and the notes, rhythms, and 
dynamics of the song,” said sopho-
more bass vocalist Charles Coxon. 

Charles auditioned with the 
piece “Vittoria Mio Core,” which 
was composed in 1646 and is a 
recital favorite for many vocalists.

“I started practicing late 
July,” said sophomore flutist Isa 
Raymond. “At the time, I was 
probably playing 30 minutes a 
day, five times a week. As the 
date for the audition got closer, 
I was practicing much more 
frequently, trying to play at least 
45 minutes a day when it came 
down to the last two weeks.”

Mr. Millen said the students 
who were asked to play at 
Regionals were carefully selected. 
“Pieces such as prepared scales 
and set pieces of music were 
picked to challenge [students] 
technically and musically,” he said.

The  aud i t ions  them-
selves were small and secluded, 
creating a quiet environment 
for students to play. Students 
had either two or three judges, 
depending on the musical section 
for which they were auditioning. 

“There were three judges 
in the room, all very intimi-
dating, but they greeted me 
with a smile,” Isa said. “When I 
was not playing, I don’t really 
remember exactly what they said, 
but they thanked me and smiled.”

On the other hand, junior 
euphonium player Nathanial Bates 
said his judges were businesslike 
and impersonal. “There were two 
judges in the room, and they didn’t 
say anything to me,” he said.

Charles said he was pleased 
by his audition, which turned out 
to be successful. “I think I did very 
well, namely because I enjoyed 

the piece so much because of its 
intricacy,” he said. “I learned that 
I was accepted on Wednesday.”

Other students said they 
were disappointed. “I didn’t make 
it,” Isa said. “It was a little upsetting 
knowing that I missed the cut-off 
by a few points, but it was my first 
year, and I tried the best I could.” 

Junior violinist Eloise 
Bavier, who also wasn’t selected, 
said she missed the cut-off by only 
four points. “I did not perform as 
well as I should’ve,” she said, 
“but I did not put as much effort 
in as I should’ve as well. I did 
enjoy seeing old friends who also 
play string instruments, though.”

Senior trombonist Grace 
Amell  said she was excited to 
be accepted into the program. 
“I am happy to have made it 

Outlook performs 
for U.S. veterans
by Maeve McDonald ’19

KO’s select coed a cappella 
group, Outlook, sang a unique 
rendition of the National Anthem 
at the Connecticut Veterans Memo-
rial in West Hartford Center 
at 11 a.m. on Friday, Nov. 11. 
The group also performed the 
same song for the KO commu-
nity during KO’s Veterans Day 
assembly at 8 a.m. earlier that day.

The performance in the West 
Hartford Center was part of the 
Town of West Hartford’s annual 
Veterans Memorial Day Cere-
mony, led by the American Legion. 

This year was the first time 
in many years that KO has been 
selected to perform, said creative 
arts teacher and Outlook director 
David Baker. Each year, the 
town chooses a musical group 
from a different school to sing.

The group devoted many 
hours of hard work preparing to 
perform the intricate arrange-
ment of “The Star-Spangled 
Banner.” He said the singers 
faced many challenges while 
learning and preparing the song. 
The group began rehearsing 
in mid-October, so it took a 
few weeks to perfect, he said. 

What made the arrange-
ment so challenging was the 
song’s tempo changes and 
four octaves, which is quite a 
large range for a high school 
choir, according to Mr. Baker.

The KO performance 

featured several people singing 
in pairs and a few solos. “The 
biggest difficulty I faced was 
learning my part,” said sopho-
more Olivia Coxon. “I sing notes 
that are different from the melody, 
so it took time to get used to.”

Mr. Baker urged his choir 
to perfect their vowel shapes 
for the performance. He said he 
tried his hardest to avoid diph-
thongs, which is two vowels that 
occur over one word. “This was 
a good learning experience to 
grapple with something that is 
rhythmically and harmonically 
challenging,” Mr. Baker said. 

Mr. Baker guided and 
advised the group to form concise 
and clear words while singing, and 
he urged them to be careful about 
how loudly they were breathing. 

He said it was difficult for the 
group to achieve the correct cut-off 
time on the words “watched” and 
“fight.” “We’ve put lots of work 
into being crisp with beginnings 
and ends of words,” he said. 

Senior Claudenique Cousins 
said tha although the arrange-
ment was difficult to learn, the 
final piece was worth it. “I really 
like the arrangement, and I look 
forward to the opportunity to 
participate,” Nique said a few 
days before the performance. 

Senior Celia Jarmoc agreed. 
“As this is one of our favorite 
songs to sing,” she said, “we are 
excited to be able to project posi-
tive energy on this special day.” 

Teachers design annual Symposium posters
by Kush Kataria ’20

Each year, a member of the 
Creative Arts Department creates 
a poster to commemorate the visit 
of the Baird Symposium author. 

This year, creative arts 
teacher Scott McDonald is making 
the poster for Symposium author 
Elizabeth Strout, who will be 
visiting the school on Thursday, 
Dec. 1 and Friday, Dec. 2.

Mr. McDonald, who has 
created three other Symposium 
posters, said he knows that Ms. 
Strout writes about daily life and 
the extraordinary aspects of it. 

“I am focusing on something 
incredibly ordinary and trying to 
present it in an extraordinary and 
realistic way,” Mr. McDonald said

The annual process of 
creating the Symposium poster 
involves both inspiration and 
excitement.  Mr. McDonald has 
created three other Symposium 
prints, two of which have been relief 
prints and one of them a cyanotype. 

Mr. McDonald said that 
he has read some of Ms. Strout’s 
novel, “Olive Kitteridge,” and 
talked to the Honors Senior Sympo-
sium teacher, English teacher 
Jacqueline Rubin, to gain a good 
sense of the author and her work.

He said that he is doing 
a graphite drawing, which 

takes a lot of time and effort. 
“It’s a challenge for me 

because of the timing since I coach 
two sports in the fall,” he said. “But 
at the end, it is rewarding to be able 
to present the print to the author.”

Middle School Creative 
Arts Department Chair Kath-
erine Nicholson, who has also 
created a total of three prints for 
Symposium authors, said that she 
usually does what the Sympo-
sium students do, which is read 
all of the author’s work in order 
to become familiarized with it. 

“I make a print of what 
speaks to me and is powerful,” 
Mrs. Nicholson said. “[Making 
the prints] is like writing an 
essay;  you make mult iple 
drafts, and then you revise.”

Mrs. Nicholson said that, 
for her, some authors are harder 

to connect with than others. 
She said that she really reso-
nated with previous Sympo-
sium author Julia Alvarez 
and connected with her work. 

On the other hand, she 
said creating a work for the 
2014-15 writer, novelist Jennifer 
Egan,  was more diff icult . 

“I felt Jennifer Egan was 
hard to read, and her theme 
was more elusive,” Mrs. Nich-
olson said. “Sometimes it is 
difficult to work with someone 
else’s  wri t ing and work.”

Mrs. Nicholson said that 
the program is a great addition to 
KO and that she likes creating the 
posters. She said that she thinks 
herself as a practicing artist and 
it is sometimes difficult working 
as both an artist and teacher. “I 
think it’s great KO supports art 
teachers,” Mrs. Nicholson said.

Each work of Symposium 
art, regardless of what type of 
medium, must be converted to 
five prints, which are then framed. 

One print goes to the artist, 
another to the author, the Middle 
School, the Upper School, and 
the Symposium teacher.  This 
teacher is presented with the 
poster as a surprise gift after 
addressing a gathering of English 
teachers on Friday evening. 

Senior Julia Goldsmith, a 

because it is such a good expe-
rience to play with so many 
talented musicians,” she said.

Whether accepted or not, all 
the students said that the experi-
ence of both preparing for the audi-
tions and performing was valuable 
in improving their musical skills.

“[I practiced] prob-
ably about three or 
four [hours] in order 
to learn the nuances of 
singing.”

– Charles Coxon

member of Shield and Dragon who 
conducts tours of the school for 
prospective students and their fami-
lies, said that she uses the Sympo-
sium posters lining the hallways 
of Seaverns Hall as prompts to 
describe the Symposium program.

“Since the posters have 
elements of the author, it tells 
them [the prospective students 
and parents] about each author 
and the program as a whole,” 
she said. “The parents are really 
interested about the program 
and ask a lot questions about it.”

Shield and Dragon member 
senior Isabel Kaufman also 
said the posters are helpful in 
explaining the quality and tradi-
tion of the Symposium program. 

“The posters help me 
give examples of the Sympo-
sium and help me better explain 
the Symposium,” Isabel said.

Senior  Alec Rossi ,  a 
student in the Symposium class, 
said that he is eager to see Mr. 
McDonald’s final artwork.

“As a student in Sympo-
sium, I am excited to see how 
Mr. McDonald makes Strout’s 
work tangible,” Alec said. “For 
my English project I created a 
pictorial presentation of his works 
and I am interested to see how 
his vision compares to mine.”

Other Symposium students 

“I am focusing on 
something incredibly 
ordinary and trying 
to present it in an 
extraordinary and 
realistic way.”

– Mr. McDonald

agree. Having studied Strout for 
several months, senior Grace 
Amell looks forward to seeing the 
poster KO will present this year.

“I think it’s a really cool 
tradition to walk down the halls 
of Seaverns and be able to look 
at a visual portrayal of every 
Symposium author we’ve had in 
previous years,” she said. “After 
studying Strout’s writing, I’m 
really excited to see what Mr. 
McDonald creates and if it aligns 
with my ideas of her work.”

Upper School English 
Department Chair Meg Kasprak 
said that the posters are a vital 
component of the annual English 
Symposium. Mrs. Kasprak said 
that this program was created in 
1983 by former English Depart-
ment Chair Warren Baird who 
devised the energizing and unique 
idea of bringing a live author to 
campus and dedicating a whole 
class to the author’s work. 
Ms. Strout is the 34th Sympo-
sium author to come to KO.

“I think this program is the 
best thing we do in the whole 
school,” Mrs. Kasprak said. 

(A lot of information about 
this year’s print cannot be revealed 
because the print is a surprise. 
Students and teachers will have 
to wait until Friday, Dec. 2 to see 
what Mr. McDonald has created.) 
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Epic, KO’s arts and literary 
magazine, held their fall Coffee-
house after school on Friday, 
Nov. 10. Only two or three 
Coffeehouses take place at KO 
annually, so this fall event was 
a great way to kick off the year.

At Coffeehouse, students 
can showcase and perform their 
musical, literary, and artistic 
talents for an audience of KO 
students. This year, students 
showed a variety of creative inter-
ests through their performances.

Juniors Alex Herz, Robert 
Downes,  Jake Kulak,  and 
senior Clayton Barnes played 
songs on the guitar, while 
junior David Marottolo played 
a piano piece on keyboard.  

Many s tudents  sang; 
freshman Maggie Eberle, soph-
omore Olivia Coxon, juniors 
Gabby Rusconi, Ellie Bavier, 
and Haley Carangelo, and seniors 
Noah Stanton and Emma Fisher 
were the vocalists of the night. 

Juniors Riley Johnson and 
Phoebe Taylor performed slam 
poetry, and sophomore Janvi 
Sikand read a short story she wrote.

Coffeehouse was held in 
the bottom floor of Seaverns. 
Epic’s event manager, junior 
Skylar Barron, organized and 
set up the space for the event.  

“Coffeehouse is deco-
rated seasonally,” she said, “so 
this theme is fall-esque with 
autumn colors and lights.”

Coffeehouse usually gathers 
an audience of around 30 students, 
just enough to fill the room, she said. 

Skylar  a lso  des igned 
a  Snapchat  f i l ter  for  the 
night for students to use.

“I love Coffeehouse because 
I love planning events and doing 

the work to see the outcome, which 
is always great,” Skylar said.

Epic is a student-run publi-
cation comprising of student 
submissions of writing and art.  

S tudents  may submit 
photography, poetry, prose, draw-
ings or paintings for the magazine. 

As a result, Epic  highlights 
the diverse, creative interests and 
talents of the KO community.

E p i c  C o - E d i t o r - i n -
Chief senior Ryan Clifford 
said he is very excited about 
this year’s Epic group and the 
submissions they will receive.  

“It’s really cool that people 
are willing to put their work in 
our magazine,” he said. “We 
actually get a lot of submissions; 
there are consistent people who 
usually submit, but there are 
also new names and new work.”

Being an executive member 
of the group, Ryan said that he 
feels great about this year’s team. 

“I have never worked with 
a team of people who have been 
so helpful and so passionate 
about Epic as a whole,” he said.

As for making events 
like Coffeehouse happen, there 

is much organization, plan-
ning, and management that 
goes on behind-the-scenes.  

“Although Skylar is our 
event manager, everyone in Epic 
attends Coffeehouse,” Ryan 
said. “We set up, run it, and 
clean up afterward, so there is 
always a lot of work involved.”

Their work definitely pays 
off, as many students are impressed 
by the setup and enjoy listening to 
their peers perform at Coffeehouse.

“It was really great to see 
how talented my classmates are 
and it’s a really fun tradition,” 
said senior Meredith Ferris. “It’s 
great how the performers can 
express themselves and the audi-
ence is so supportive.  It’s nice to 
be a part of a supportive audience.”

Another Coffeehouse will 
take place in winter or spring of this 
year.  The fall issue of the maga-
zine will also be published soon.

“I feel very, very opti-
mistic given this awesome 
group of people and the great 
student engagement,” Ryan said. 
“I’m privileged to be working 
on Epic and I’m excited to see 
what more we can accomplish.”

Coffeehouse is epic event
by Tara Kilkenny ’17

Sophomore Olivia Coxon and junior Gabby Rusconi perform a duet of Frank 
Ocean’s R&B hit “Ivy,” at Epic’s fall Coffeehouse. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

Jazzapella rocks
KO choral and instrumental 

groups will perform a variety of 
jazz and popular music during 
Jazzapella Night in the Black 
Box Theater, from 6:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 21.

The groups performing are 
Oxfordians, an all-female a capella 
group; Crimson 7, an all-male a 
cappella group; and both the Upper 
and Middle School jazz bands. 

The Black Box will be 
decorated and arranged to mimic 
a traditional cabaret-style theater.

Director of Oxfordians 
Steven Mitchell said the ensem-
bles have been working very hard 
this fall to prepare new music 
for the night. “They have been 
working together very well, not 
only with printed music, but they 
have started to compose their own 
music for the ensemble,” he said.

Mr. Mitchell says that 
Oxfordians will be performing 
a diverse setlist for this concert, 
including songs from as far back 
to the 1960’s and some more 
contemporary pieces as well.

Crimson 7 will be performing 
a cappella versions of songs 
from the 1950’s along with some 
modern pop.Their featured songs 
include “Good Old A Cappella,” 
a traditional a cappella piece that 
Crimson 7 performs every year, 
as well as two new pieces: “Stand 
By Me” and “Southern Cross.”

Junior David Marotollo, 
a  member  of  Cr imson 7 , 
arranged a version of “My 
Shot” from the hit musical 
“Hamilton,” which will also be 
performed at Jazzapella Night.  

 “Crimson 7 is sounding 
very good this year. They are 
very musical, as well as enter-
taining,” said David Baker, 

the Director of Crimson 7. 
Mr. Baker said that the 

new additions to the group 
have helped group further 
develop a more balanced sound.    

The Upper School Jazz 
Band will perform “Birdland,” 
a jazz-rock fusion, and “The 
Tiger of San Pedro,” a Latin-
jazz fusion featuring keyboard 
soloist  David Zucker ’88. 

The group will also be 
performing “Watermelon Man” 
by Herbie Hancock and “All Right, 
Okay, You Win” by Count Basie.

Upper School Creative 

by Luv Kataria ’20

Mackenzie Goldschlager makes her mark
This issue’s Artist  of 

the  Month ,  junior  Mack-
enzie Goldschlager, has been 
producing artwork for years, 
both in and out of the classroom. 

Even though this is junior 
Mackenzie third year creating art 
at KO, her fascination with artistic 
expression was piqued long ago. 
“Ever since I was little, I knew I 
was interested in art,” she said.

Mackenzie has experience 
in many art mediums, including 
digital artwork. “I typically work 
with markers and other traditional 
media,” she said, “But [I also do art] 
digitally at home with my tablet.”

Mackenzie explains that 
she receives a lot of inspiration 
from her surroundings. “I’m 
influenced by things I’ve seen 
on TV,” she said, “[I take those] 
elements and pieces, and then 
twist them into my own style.”   

Mackenzie’s classmate, 
junior Olivia Rossi, praised Mack-
enzie for her versatility as an artist. 
“She is very good at using all kinds 
of mediums, not just one,” she said.

Jun ior  Al ic ia  Henry, 
another classmate, said that 
Mackenzie’s talent produces 

great pieces. “Her art has this 
type of fluidness, especially with 
marker and watercolor,” she said. 

Mackenzie is currently 
taking Honors Portfolio Prep, 
which is taught by creative arts 
teacher Scott McDonald. “It’s a 
unique class,” Mr. McDonald said. 

The students in this recom-
mendation-based, year-long 
course assemble a portfolio of 
15 to 20 pieces, which they will 
ultimately submit to a college.

Mr. McDonald said that 
the students’ work is evaluated 
with artistic criteria such as visual 
elements, ideas, and meaning. 

M r.  M c D o n a l d  h a s 
taught Mackenzie in several art 
classes here at KO, including 
a painting camp held at Camp 
KO two summers ago. “She’s 
incredibly responsible and 
patient,” he said. “[She] works 
hard every day in class.”

Mackenzie said that making 
art is very therapeutic for her. “Art 
is relaxing and like a hobby,” she 
said, “It’s fun . . . It’s about just 
being relaxed and creative and 
drawing what comes to mind.”

Mackenzie’s  c lass  i s 
currently working on self-portraits. 
Having created about five of 

them so far, Mackenzie explains 
that replicating and drawing 
yourself is very hard at first.

Nonetheless, Mackenzie also 
believes that maintaining a good 
level self-confidence is crucial to 
being successful in art. “Not trying 
to compare yourself to others is the 
most important part,” she said. 

When asked what Mack-
enzie’s best piece is so far, she 
said, “One of my charcoal self 
portraits was my best one.” 

Anothe r  o f  Macken-
zie’s classmates, junior Alicia 
Henry, said she is continually 
impressed with Mackenzie’s 
artwork.  “She is very talented,” 
Alicia said. “I like her self-
portrait with expressive color.”

O l i v i a  s a i d  s h e 
loved Mackenzie’s portrait 
d r a w n  u s i n g  m a r k e r s . 

“I loved the piece she did 
using colored markers. She used 
warm and cool tones to show 
shadows really well,” she said.  

Mackenzie said she knows 
that, with more practice, she 
can further develop her artistic 
skill. “I’m always working on 
[my style] and can improve,” 
she said. “Knowing that you can 
always improve is important.”

Mr. McDonald said that 
Mackenzie sees things that others 
do not. “She’s a great observer,” 
he said. “She’s very creative and 
develops interesting images…
she has excellent drawing skill.” 

Mackenzie’s peers and 
teachers said they definitely think 
that Mackenzie is an apt choice 
for Artist of the Month. “She 
works very hard with her art and 
also tries to improve,” Alicia said.

Olivia agreed, “Art seems to 
be something she really enjoys, and 
I think the time she puts in pays off.”

Mr. McDonald said he 
thinks that Mackenzie should 
be proud of her skill. “She 
deserves being recognized,” he 

said, “She takes art seriously.”
Mackenzie said she feels 

honored to be designated as Artist 
of the Month. “It’s flattering, obvi-
ously,” she said. “It’s really nice 
to be recognized and appreciated.”

Although Mackenzie said 
a portfolio would be nice to 
submit to a college, she said she 
is still uncertain if she wants to 
pursue an art career in the future. 

“I’m not really sure what 
I want to do,” Mackenzie said. 
“If I were to [pursue art as a 
career], I would do something 
digital like game design or 
animation. But right now, I’m 
just exploring every possibility.” 

by Esha Kataria ’20

Arts Department Chair Todd 
Millen, who directs the Middle 
School Jazz Band, said most of 
the swing tunes his group will 
play are based on the blues. 

“Blues is an easy access 
point to learning how to create 
your own tunes,” Mr. Millen said.

He also said that the 
Middle School Jazz Band has 
been diligently preparing for 
the performance. “They’re very 
dedicated to what they do, they 
work hard, and they’re great.”

Mr. Millen said Jazzapella 
Night highlights both vocal and 
instrumental groups. “I like [this 
concert] because it gives a chance 
for the a cappella and jazz groups to 
have their own spotlight,” he said.

“It gives a chance 
for the a cappella 
and jazz groups 
to have their own 
spotlight.”

– Mr. Millen

Mackenzie uses many different artistic mediums. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.
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Musician of the 
Month: Ryan Goss

Green Day 
tops the charts

by Jacob Brown ’17 by Gabrielle Ruban ’18

M a n y  p e o p l e  k n o w 
that  junior  Ryan Goss  is 
talented on the soccer pitch, 
but few know that Ryan’s true 
passion is spinning the bass.

Ryan’s musical career at KO 
got off to a great start, following 
in the footsteps of Nick Giamalis 
’16. “I am thankful for Nick 
Giamalis,” said Ryan Goss. “He 
taught me everything I know. I 
would be nothing without him.” 

Learning the ropes of 
being a bassist at KO from Nick 
allowed Ryan to improve his 
skills tremendously. “Ryan Goss 
is the second greatest bass talent 
to ever walk the KO campus,” 
said senior Clayton Barnes, “just 
behind the legend Nick Giamalis.” 

Ryan began playing the bass 
in the fourth grade and started 
to really enjoy the orchestra.  
He learned to play the upright 
bass in elementary school, then 
started playing the electric bass 
in the sixth grade.  His father 
plays multiple instruments, and 
Ryan has showed a passion for 
music from a very young age.

“He has always loved music, 
and I thought it was kind of funny 
that he picked the bass. I thought 
he would pick the guitar because 
that was what he always liked,” 
said Ryan’s mother, Upper School 
Math Department Chair Sandra 
Goss, “but when he started playing, 
he was dead-set on the bass.”

His interest grew even 
more while watching Nathan 
Watts, the bass guitarist for Stevie 
Wonder. Mr. Watts soon became 

Ryan’s inspiration and served as 
the reason he continued to play 
and advance his musical skills.

Ryan’s musical talent 
is appreciated by many of his 
peers who have witnessed 
him playing at his concerts. 

“I attended one of his 
concerts,” said senior Alex Cahill. 
“He was out there [playing] 
the bass big time. True hero.” 

Among Ryan’s other inter-
ests at KO is his passion for soccer, 
as a member of the boys varsity 
soccer team. Although this skill set 
seems vastly different from playing 
the bass, he said he often uses his 
musical talents on the soccer field. 

Ryan sometimes hums tunes 
from orchestra during soccer prac-
tice, showing his musical interest 
through participation in other 
extracurricular endeavours. “He 
often hums wonderful melodies 
to keep me focused on the task at 

hand, ” said senior Drew Nemirow. 
“His musicality is not only 

portrayed in class but also on the 
soccer field,” said senior and goal 
keeper of the varsity soccer team, 
Trevor Krupp. “If Ryan hears a 
noise of nature he instantly turns it 
into a tune, a very fine tune,” he said.

Along with soccer, Ryan 
said he enjoys his studies and 
is enrolled in many of the most 
challenging courses at KO. 

“Ryan balances a tough 
schedule of classes, and [he is 
also] helping me in math, and 
somehow he still has time to 
be a leader in the orchestra,” 
said junior Jake Rowland. “I 
don’t know how he does it.” 

Ryan plans on finishing his 
KO orchestra career in his senior 
year.  He wants to audition and play 
in the orchestra in college as well.

“Ryan Goss is the songbird 
of KO,” said Senior Trevor Krupp.

Bassist Ryan Goss, member of the KO orchestra. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

On Friday, Oct. 7, Green 
Day made a punk-rock revival 
through the release of its twelfth 
studio album, “Revolution Radio.” 
Receiving great reviews from 
magazines like Alternative Press, 
Rolling Stone, and Kerrang!, this 
album received a positive reaction 
from listeners all over the world.

Peaking No. 1 on charts 
like the US Billboard 200, Bill-
board’s Canadian Albums, OCC’s 
Scottish Albums, OCC’s UK 
Albums, Green Day really made a 
successful comeback, having not 
released another studio album since 
“¡Tré!,” which dates back to 2012.

Throughout this album, the 
Green Day trio renews its punk 
rock nature by incorporating a 
loud and fast tempo, percussion, 
and distorted guitar riffs into 
many of the track’s instrumentals. 

This album frequently refer-
ences themes such as fighting 
back oppression, recognizing 
our society’s corrupt and narcis-
sistic nature, as well as searching 
for a purpose and finding a 
sense of hope as a misfit in the 
confusing world in which we live.  

Clocking at  about 44 
minutes, this 12-track album 
encompasses mainly upbeat, punk 
rock songs, with the exception of 
“Somewhere Now,” “Outlaws,” 
and “Ordinary World,” which 
include more acoustic instrumen-
tals or slower tempo melodies. 
Within that, the album also contains 
two singles, “Bang Bang,” the 
lead single, and “Still Breathing.” 

Through lyrics like, “Bang 
bang! Give me face/Shoot me up 

to entertain/I’m a semi-automatic 
lonely boy./You’re dead/I’m well-
fed,” Green Day’s second track, 
“Bang Bang” comments on the 
US’s issue of increase gun violence, 
through the eyes of a mass shooter. 

With the lyrics, “I want 
to be a celebrity martyr/The 
leading man in my own private 
drama,” this lead single also 
illustrates how global media’s 
sensationalistic nature prioritizes 
coverage on violence and crime, 
which consequentially and noto-
riously popularizes criminals.

This  a lbum’s  second 
single and seventh track, “Still 
Breathing,” is one of the more 
thematically heavier songs. 
Through lyrics like, “I’m a soldier 
coming home for the first time/I 
dodge a bullet and I walked 
across a landmine,” Green Day 
specifically references obstacles 
that occur in many people's lives. 

In the album’s 10th track, 
“Troubled Times,” Green Day 
notes on modern America’s 
flawed economic, political, and 
social standings as we deal with 
constant political unrest and 
discrimination against minorities. 

With phrases like, “What 
good is love and peace on earth?/
When it’s exclusive?” or “What 
part of history we learned/
When it’s repeated,” the trio 
is conveying how these issues 
prevent us from progressing into a 
forward-thinking, peaceful world. 

Overall, although the melo-
dies and instrumentals are not as 
intricate or elaborate as the band’s 
music typically is, Green Day did 
a great job at bringing punk rock 
influences back to modern day.

“Art that doesn’t serve a place 
or people’s needs doesn’t matter,” 
artist Brett Cook told students at 
an assembly on Friday, Oct. 28. 

Mr. Cook was on campus as 
the Goodman Banks Visiting Artist 
from Monday, Oct. 24 through 
Friday, Oct. 28 working with KO 
students in visual arts classes.

Mr. Cook currently teaches 
undergraduate and graduate art 
courses at the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley.  He has taught 
at Duke University, the University 
of North Carolina and Amherst 
College, and has served as the 
U.S. Department of State’s cultural 
ambassador to Nigeria. His work 
is in several private and public 
collections, including the National 
Portrait Gallery, the Walker Art 
Center, and Harvard University.

Senior Issie Pratt, who 
introduced Mr. Cook at the 
assembly, described him as “an 
artist and educator who uses his 
creative practice to transform 
outer and inner worlds of being.”  

Issie said, “His public proj-

ects typically involve commu-
nity workshops and collaborative 
art, along with music, perfor-
mance, and food to create a 
more fluid boundary between art 
making, daily life, and healing.”

Mr. Cook said his goal is 
to teach students that art is not 
an activity solely restricted to 
the privileged, and that commu-
nity is a powerful thing. “School 
can be a place of separation, and 
we have the opportunity to prac-
tice being separate and not as 
much being together,” he said.

In his work with KO 
students, Mr. Cook said, he 
strived to make work personal to 
the students so that the art that 
they make truly represents them. 

“A lot of the projects were 
balances between the ideas of 
reflection and actions. It gave 
them opportunities to express 
themselves,” he said. “I think 
this is a very different way of 
teaching and learning. The 
way that it feels I suspect has 
been different for the students.”

Students expressed varied 
reactions to Mr. Cook’s views of art.

“He tried hard to make the 
experience and artwork individual 
to everyone,” said junior Olivia 
Rossi, who worked with him in 
art class. “I learned a lot about the 
power of self-reflection in art.”

Sophomore Jason Miezels 
said he endorsed Mr. Cook’s 
ideas about art, though he said 
Mr. Cook’s artwork was not to 
his taste. “I thought he had a great 
presentation in regard to commu-
nity and I agree with what he said,” 
he said. “I hope everyone had an 
open mind and took everything to 
heart, but, as an artist I enjoy more 
traditional representations of art.”

Sophomore Lian Wolman 
said she enjoyed Mr. Cook’s 
presentation because of how 
engaging it was. “I think his talk 
was very interesting because 
he kept us engaged by having 
us yell stuff out from our seat 
and by walking up to the stage.”

K O ’s  c r e a t i v e  a r t s 
teachers  sa id  they  rea l ly 
enjoyed Mr.  Cook’s visi t .

 “It was truly amazing to 
watch my students, who were 
initially a bit suspicious of Mr. 

Cook and reluctant to ’buy in’ to 
these exercises, try new things 
with open minds and push them-
selves in new creative direc-
tions,” said creative arts teacher 
Greg Scranton. “Each exercise 
built upon the next and at its 
core was this very malleable 
definition of ’community.’”

Creative arts teacher Scott 
McDonald expressed a similar 
reaction to Mr. Cook’s visit. “Brett 
Cook is one of those people who 
makes an instant impression,” 
he said. “I knew this would be a 

great artist residency. He truly put 
emphasis on the community and 
what it meant to the students.”

Mr. McDonald described Mr. 
Cook’s overall message to students.

“He asked us to sit in a close 
circle, breathe, close our eyes, and 
hold out our hands while he placed 
a raisin in everyone's hands,” Mr. 
McDonald said. “We experienced 
the raisin with all of our senses 
and went deeper and deeper into 
what the raisin meant. The activity 
was really a reflection of looking 
deeply into what we really are.”

Cook builds community through art 
by Karlton Gaskin ’19

Brett Cook hangs up art while visiting KO. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.
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Fashionista of the 
month: Ophelia Deng 

Student leader of the 
month: Cassie T-Pederson

by Isabel Kaufman ’17 by Isabel Kaufman ’17

Looking to the big cities 
like New York, LA, and Boston 
to find the latest fashion trends, 
senior Ophelia Deng is always in 
the loop in the retail world. Besides 
shopping the styles and colors she 
loves, Ophelia says that the most 
important thing is that each item of 
clothing she buys is comfortable. 

“My style is basically 
‘comfort.’ Anything that fits that 
category and is Urban-Chic is what 
I am looking to buy,” she said. 

Her biggest inspirations 
in the fashion world are none 
other than Kendall Jenner and a 
Japanese actor and model, Kiko. 
Both of these trendsetters are 
known for their unique, original, 
and chic clothing on the runway. 

As much fun as it is to go to 
the mall and walk out of stores with 
new purchases in hand, Ophelia 
says she prefers online shopping. 
“I really just like online  shopping 
because I am lazy and it is much 
easier and less time consuming.” 

She says that the best 
feeling is coming home to a new 
box on the front step. Sometimes 
forgetting what she ordered, 
Ophelia loves the surprise of 
what new items are in the box.

Shopping all over the 
place, and in a wide variety of 
stores, Ophelia boiled her list 
of favorites down to just a few. 

These include Supreme, 
Versace, Off-White, and Givenchy. 
She says that she sees these brands 
marketed on television, and in the 
shows she watches, and then she 
goes to find them in the cities. 

When visiting New York 
she walks along Fifth Avenue. 
In Boston she visits Newbury, 
along with a store called Ridardi, 

which carries many different brand 
name clothes, all for good prices. 

When hanging back home 
for a weekend, Ophelia enjoys 
looking through the Urban 
Outfitters store in the West-
farms mall, or even better…. 
Visiting their online website!! 

Thinking about her whole 
wardrobe, and trying to mentally 
scan through her closet, Ophelia 
said that her all-time favorite outfit 
is a bomber jacket because it is very 
warm and comfortable, and goes 
with everything. Along with that, 
she wears leggings, which are very 
comfortable as well, a hat, usually 
from Huff, and jewelry from a 
New York brand, Chrome Hearts.

Ophelia’s unique and high-
end taste in clothing often brings 
attention to her in class and school. 
Many of her friends and other KO 
students around campus admire 
her attire each day and comple-
ment specific pieces of clothing. 

Each day Ophelia comes 
into school with a trendy and 
exciting outfit, inspiring both 
herself and those around her. 
Just like Kendall Jenner and 
Kiko’s styles, many students at 
KO look to Ophelia Deng’s style 
for their fashion inspiration.

Ophelia Deng strikes a pose. Photo 
by Angie Delucia ’18.

Cassie smiles for the camera. Photo 
by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

As a leader and active 
member of many different clubs and 
sports on the KO campus, senior 
Cassie T-Pederson juggles many 
different roles each day of her life. 

Cassie is part of the council 
for the United Students club, 
along with being a Co-Presi-
dent for GSA. She is a frequent 
participant of Orange is the New 
Grey, plays on two varsity-level 
sports teams at KO, and outside 
of school she plays in the West 
Hartford Symphony Orchestra 
as one of the few violinists.

Focusing on United Students 
and GSA, Cassie plays the role of 
planning the meetings, informing 
the school of when those meet-
ings are, trying to get as many 
people involved as possible, and 
finally, facilitating the discussions.

Last year, Cassie attended 
the National Student Diversity 
Leadership Conference in Florida, 
which, she said, consisted of “two 
days of fully immersed trainings 
on how to properly and effec-
tively facilitate discussions.”

Cassie said she is very 
happy she took part in this confer-
ence because so far it has been 
a great deal of help and it is 
very relevant with the positions 
she has taken on this year both 
inside and out of the classroom.

Along with working hard 
to run the group meetings, Cassie 
organizes social events with 
other prep schools. “We have 
annual campus socials where 
our job is to plan two-hour 
events with students from other 
prep schools. We pick a subject 
related to the LGBT community 
to discuss, and provide everyone 
with food as well,” she said. 

Cassie originally showed 
interest in both United Students and 
GSA her freshman year at KO and 
has been a participant ever since. 

She said she “gave it a try” 
because she was interested in 
diversity and friendly with many 

of the upperclassmen involved.
 She started doing the 

day of silence sophmore year, 
which triggered her involve-
ment in Orange Is the New Gray. 

A l t h o u g h  t h e  t w o 
groups are very similar, and 
connected in different ways, 
Cassie said that the depth of 
the conversations are different. 

United Students discusses 
broader topics, while GSA is 
focused each day on one small 
aspect of a larger concept. 

This gives the students 
the  oppor tuni ty  to  rea l ly 
dive into  specif ic  issues .

With l i t t le  f ree  t ime 
during a typical school day at 
KO, Cassie tries to fit every-
thing into the crazy schedule. 

“Everyone feels over-
whelmed at some point because 

KO is demanding with athletics 
and academics,” she said. 

Uni ted  S tuden ts  and 
GSA usually try to plan meet-
ings during the Monday and 
Tuesday hour-long lunches. 

Cassie says this usually is 
not a problem, but some students 
need that time for other activities.

Some just want that time 
to eat, relax, and study, she said, 
but there are no other periods 
to get together.“It is really 
nice to see people taking time 
out of their busy schedules to 
attend these meetings,” she said. 

Thinking about the future of 
the clubs, Cassie recommends her 
position be passed to someone who 
is “very open-minded to topics and 
ideas that may not be the norm.” 

They must be, she said, 
accepting, patient, respectful, 
and eager to work with others 
in order to maintain the mutual 
feeling of trust and comfort. 

Cassie will definitely be 
missed next year around the 
KO campus, but the younger 
students have been trained well 
and are ready to fill her roles. 

Do you LIKE the Wyvern nation instagram?
With over 1,300 students, 

including current, past, and 
perspective, the KO Instagram, @
wyvernnation, has more followers 
than many of it’s followers.

The Instagram, which 
Director of Communications and 
Marketing Jacki Pisani said was 
advocated by Assistant Director 
of Annual Giving Megan Kurtich, 
now posts daily to keep the entirety 
of the KO community involved.

“I felt it  was a great 
way for our alumni to see 
how the campus had changed 
and how it had also remained 
the same,” said Ms. Kurtich.

Another plus to Instagram 
was that it “was an easy way to 
promote campus and student 
events to others in our community.” 

Although Ms. Kurtich 
started the account, she said the 
“reins” are now held by Mrs. Pisani. 

“Sometimes it’s taxing to 
always be seeking out photos. 
But I feel it’s a good thing: being 
positive and increasing a sense 
of community.” said Mrs. Pisani 

Instagram owners Eliza Charette’18, Mrs. Pisani, and Owen Cotthaus ’17. 
Photo by Angie Delucia ’18. 

by Olivia Rossi ’18 about her new role as leading 
“poster ’”on the Instagram. 

Senior Owen Cotthaus , a 
student leader for the Instagram, 
agreed that it’s a fun and not a 
particularly hard way to get people 
involved, but said finding time 
to post is tricky “I’ve been busy 
with cross country and colleges 
so I haven’t posted in awhile,” 

One problem that Mrs. 
Pisani mentioned was getting 
shots that appeal to students. 
“I am not the demographic, so 
we are trying to get more young 
people involved because they 
know what they like,” she said.

The  so lu t ion  to  th i s 
problem was devised by Dean 
of Students William Gillard who 
decided to recommend Owen 
and junior Eliza Charrette as 
student advisors of the Instagram. 

“It’s really fun to be like 
behind the scenes of KO,” 
said Eliza on her favorite part 
of being a student advisor.

All people involved in 
the Instagram, agreed on how 
to keep the Instagram in its best 
shape: quality over quantity.

“You don’t want to bombard 
them with ‘eh’ photos, but rather be 
more thoughtful and lighthearted 
and punny ones,” said Mrs. Pisani 
on her personal ideas about posting. 

Owen said that increasing 
the quality of the photos will 
ge t  people  more  exci ted .

One of the ways people 
mentioned to ensure “post-
worthy” photos is to get students 
in t e res t ed  in  submi t t ing .

 “I want to get people to 
submit photos to the Instagram 
account and get fun candids  

because that will make people want 
to follow and be active,” Eliza said.

Mrs. Pisani said that the more 
the students submitted, the more 
it would become “their thing.”.

She also discussed the 
demographic of the followers. 
She said it consisted of mostly 
current students and alumni. 

However, not all of the 
students at KO know about the 
Instagram. “I didn’t even know we 
had one,” said junior Will Appleton. 

This reaction among students 
is something the “Instagram team” 

wants to avoid. But other students  
said they’re familiar with the posts 
and had positive things to say. 

“I think it’s nice to see aspects 
of KO on other places than the 
website,” said junior Hannah Bash. 

It is thoughts such as these 
that the Instagram Team said they 
want to increase around campus.

The team’s goal, they said, 
was to get students pumped 
about submitting. “[Students] 
can send it to the inbox on Insta-
gram or my email and I would 
love to use it, share it, and give 
credit for it,” said Mrs. Pisani.

In the words of Owen, 
“Get her email out there!” — 
pisani.j@kingswoodoxford.org

Although currently snap-
ping shots left and right for the 
“famous” KO Instagram, everyone 
on the team said they would love 
student submissions to get people 
curious about which peer ’s 
picture would be published today!

Submitting gives students a 
chance to share their pictures with 
1,384 followers and a realistic peek 
into what a student’s life is like at 
KO, from the students themselves.

“[The] conference 
. . . was two days 
of fully immersed 
trainings on how 
to properly and 
effectively facili-
tate discussions.” 
  – Cassie 
    T-Pederson 
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KO students pumped for pumpkins

This past fall season at 
KO, teams of underclassmen 
with the help of their advi-
sors participated in an intra-
mural pumpkin-carving contest. 

All of their valiant efforts 
culminated in a breakfast of 
donuts and cider for the lower 
forms this past Wednesday, Nov. 8. 

At the feast, the winning 
creation was announced; Upper 
School Math Department Chair 
Sandra Goss’s advisee group, 
who put together a hamburger 
figure using the pumpkin as a bun. 

The College Advising staff 
chose the top three pumpkins.

Though students across the 
board expressed their enjoyment for 
the donuts and cider, many of them 

by John Leuschner ’18

One of the entered pumpkins. Photo 
by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

Some of the untraditional pumpkins. 
Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

Often, students meet with a 
teacher or hang out in their offices 
or classroom without noticing 
how well it reflects that teacher.

 Perhaps the most obvious 
reflection is in Upper School 
English Chair Meg Kasprak’s 
office. Littered with Shake-
speare memorabilia, her obses-
sion is apparent. However, they 
are not the most important part. 
“The non-Shakespeare elements 
that reflect me are the delightful 
people who hang out in my 
office who I enjoy immensely.”

The furniture  has so little 
impact on Ms. Kasprak’s office 
that, when her advisees rear-
ranged her office, she didn’t 
even notice until they told her.

The same sentiment holds 
for French teacher Jonathan Briggs’ 

classroom. Many of his favorite 
objects are important because of the 
stories and the people behind them. 

Perhaps the most notice-
able difference, compared to 
other rooms, are the handprints 
on the sunshine yellow wall 
from the AP French classes and 
Dr. Briggs’ advisees, a tradi-
tion started by his predecessor. 

“These are students’ hand-
prints that are going to be on that 
wall until the building comes 

France comes to KO
by Emma Smith ’18

Grace Amell stands next to her exchange student Chloe Guillou. Photo by 
Shelby Fairchild ’17.

With constant school-
work, social commitments, and 
sports games, it often feels as 
if the world is only as big as 
West Hartford, Connecticut. 

T h i s  f a l l ,  h o w e v e r , 
the KO community’s reach 
expanded much further beyond 
campus when Chloé Guillou, a 
French exchange student, came 
to live here in Connecticut. 

Chloé lived with senior 
Grace Amell’s family for about two 
weeks. Grace said she found out 
about the opportunity to connect 
with an exchange student through 
a family friend; last summer, 
she visited Chloé in France. 

When Grace was awarded the 
Jaimee Garfield scholarship for a 
non-academic project, she decided 
to use it to bring Chloé to KO. 

Chloé has been to the U.S. a 
few times, and she said that each 
time, she is struck by how big 
everything is. She noted that the 
cars, the sports fields, and even the 
school are bigger than in France. 

Chloé also said that the 
learning style she experienced 
here were fairly different from 
the way her teachers teach at 
home. Grace helped explain the 
differences Chloé described. 

“In France,” Grace said, 
“teachers don’t have good rela-
tionships with students and aren’t 
involved at all in their lives. 

Roaming 
through rooms

tumbling down,” Dr. Briggs said. 
Dr. Briggs also keeps an 

unerased chalkboard beneath the 
whiteboard, signed by students 
years ago who first welcomed 
him to the school. “This room 
is kind of history . . . It’s like 
a living museum,” he said.

Of course, there is Dr. Briggs’ 
candy bowl, drawing people in 
and  making any bad day better. 

English teacher  Asha 
Appel, on the other hand, keeps 
a more personalized office.

Outside of the poems and 
drawings by her children, one of 
her favorite posters is the Vintage 
Nike poster. “Cross country was 
a very big part of my life and I 
think it’s what . . . made me the 
earnest thinker and worker that 
I am in all aspects of my life.”

Although Spanish teacher 
Lynn Schork said she misses 

An inside view of Mrs. Kasprak’s office. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

by Vivian Goldstein ’17

gave mixed reviews on the actual 
process of carving a pumpkin. 

One problem with the 
event was with the organization 
and execution of the process.

“The event was pretty disor-
ganized and not well set up,” said 
freshman Justin Barron. “Every-
thing was put on the advisee group; 
for example, we had to search for 
tools to carve the pumpkin with 

since they didn’t give us any.”
As far as logistics went, 

the groups who used significant 
outside resources had no problem. 

“Our group used tools 
we brought  f rom outs ide 
school and put together a 
Mickey Mouse pumpkin,” said 
freshman Addison Witkowski.

Other concerns were raised 
about organization as well. “I 
thought it was a good idea to bring 
forms together, but it was poorly 
executed since many students 
did not participate within their 
groups,” Justin said. “The cider 
and donuts were the largest success 
that came from the contest.”

Another  problem the 
contest faced was the timing; 
since it was close to the end of 
the quarter, many students’ minds 

were elsewhere, and perhaps not 
as focused on carving a pumpkin.

Despite logistical issues, 
a  wide  var ie ty  of  pump-
kins were s t i l l  displayed.

“There were all sorts of crazy 
designs”, said sophomore Nell 
Schwartz. “There was a hamburger 
pumpkin, a prison pumpkin with 
Hester and Pearl inside like 
“The Scarlet Letter,” an old car 
pumpkin and tons of others.”

Overall, the event was 
a success for groups that were 
willing to give the sort of extracur-
ricular event a fair amount of their 
time. Many students, freshmen 
and sophomores said they enjoyed 
how it brought them together 
and exemplified their creativity.

“I’d say it was a success 
in total since almost every 

advisee group submitted a 
different  pumpkin for the 
contest,” said sophomore Josh 
Leshem. “It seemed like more 
people enjoyed just socializing 
at the breakfast than anything 
else involved with the project.”

Whatever the reason, plenty 
of students said they still had a 
good time. “I thought the whole 
thing was pretty fun,” said Addie.

her old office in House Three, 
she said she loves her gorgeous 
view, plenty of sun, and she 
surrounds herself with the things 
that matter to her: student art, 
art from home, maps, things that 
come from different countries 
she’s visited, and Mexican pottery.

Next time you walk into 
a teacher’s office or classroom, 
check out their posters and deco-
rations; you never know what 
you might learn about them. 

France is more lecture based, 
here it is involved learning.”

During her time here, 
besides spending time in New 
York City and exploring Connect-
icut with the Amell family, Chloé 
had the opportunity to partici-
pate in some French classes. 

French teacher Jen Weeks 
said that Chloé presented about 
her hometown and French culture 
to all of her French classes, 
and also sat in with them to 
observe and help students prac-
tice speaking and grammar. 

Mrs. Weeks said she thought 
that having Chloé present was a 
phenomenal addition to her classes. 

“It  was a chance for 
students to ask questions,” 
she said, “and also have a real 
world experience with someone 
who’s a native speaker. They 
could test their listening skills 
and also ask questions about 
what they were curious about.”

Senior Tara Kilkenny 
had the chance to get to know 
Chloé through the field hockey 
team. She said that being able to 
speak French to Chloé greatly 
improved her f luency and 
comprehension, and also her 
understanding of French culture. 

“I think it just was really 
cool to have someone from a 
different culture and country come 

to our school,” Tara said, “because 
she could share her life with us 
and we could compare experi-
ences as high school students.”

Grace said that visiting 
Chloé and having Chloé visit her 
broadened both of their perspec-
tives on the world, and was an 
experience that she would recom-
mend that other students pursue. 

“I think that everything 
that we’ve done has made us 
both into more knowledgeable 
people,” she said. “I would defi-
nitely recommend traveling to the 
country if you’re trying to learn 
a language, and more than that, 
learning about a culture from 
a person is a cool way to do it.” 

Ms. Weeks said that she 
would like to initiate more 
exchange programs to enrich 
the KO language curriculum. 
“Grace’s inventiveness has 
potentially opened new doors 
for KO students,” she said. 

So even when it feels as 
though you cannot escape the 
ongoing grind of high school, 
remember  everything that 
KO has to offer. Who knows? 

You might have the chance 
to travel to a foreign country, or 
come to class one day and be able 
to speak with someone from across 
the world; an invaluable first-
hand learning experience awaits.

“It was just was 
really cool to have 
someone from a 
different culture 
and country come 
to our school, 
because she could 
share her life with 
us.”

– Tara Kilkenny
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“All-American Boys” author 
Brendan Kiely spoke at a recent 
assembly for juniors and seniors 
to discuss his book and the recent 
controversies surrounding  police 
shootings and the Black Lives 
Matter movement. His visit sparked 
a conversation on KO campus, 
not only about the assembly, but 
about the movement as a whole.

Many students said they 
liked the assembly, feeling that 
it was a good way to start a very 
necessary dialogue. “It’s a great 
conversation starter and gateway 
to talking about interracial tensions 
and how they’re seen in America, 
and how both sides are viewed, 
and a lot of the troubles that come 
from being an African-Amer-
ican male or a caucasian male in 
general,” said junior Chris Healis.

Junior Ben Tauber also said 
he liked the assembly because 
it took a very uncomfortable 
topic and made it more comfort-
able. “I thought it was good, and 
it brought up issues that we, as 
people, are kind of uncomfort-
able talking about, but it was 
presented in an interesting way 
that made it less awkward.” 

Senior Kayla Glemaud 
agreed that the topic is incredibly 
uncomfortable and said it was 
great to have a safe environment 
to share knowledge and opinions. 
“If the assembly were optional, I 
firmly believe that many would 
have avoided attending because it’s 
an uncomfortable topic that is the 
elephant in the room. I appreciated 
the fact that students could partici-

pate if they felt like they disagreed 
with something that was said, 
which only made way for more 
progression in the conversation.”

However, some students 
disagreed with Kayla. Senior 
Jack Antico said he has definitely 
heard students saying that it wasn’t 
a great place to share conflicting 
opinions because the assembly was 
one-sided. “I’ve definitely heard 
people saying and complaining 
about how the assembly only 
gave one side to the coin, that is 
[the side of] the Black Lives Matter 
movement,” Jack said. “Their main 
argument to certain points, such 
as that how racial profiling should 
be illegal, that were brought up 
in the assembly, were that they 
should be allowed to save lives.” 

Some students known to 
hold similar views said they were 
unwilling to comment on the record.

James Witt disagreed, 
saying the assembly didn’t 
take enough of a side. “What I 
thought the assembly did well 
was it really shed a light on some 
problems in today’s society,” he 
James said. “However, I wish 
he had taken more of an opinion 
on some of his topics to really 
spark some sort of discussion in 
the community, an opinion that 
people can agree or disagree on.” 

The discussion didn’t just 
end after the assembly. It continued 
to spread around campus, opening 
up discussion on both sides and 
affecting perceptions of the Black 
Lives Matter movement as a whole.

“It was definitely eye-
opening,  cul tura l ly,”  sa id 
senior Spencer Altman. Senior 

Ambika Natarajan said that the 
assembly encouraged her to 
pay attention to issues that she 
otherwise could’ve avoided.

“I, personally, am Asian,” 
she said. “In this situation I could 
say that I side with the white 
person, in that I have the choice to 
turn my back on it and say it doesn’t 
involve me . . . It was just some-
thing I never really thought about 
because it didn’t directly concern 
me. I thought about it a little bit 
but not to the extent that I thought 
about it because of the assembly.”

Jack, on the other hand, said 
he knew a little bit more about 
the movement, but found that 
the assembly shifted his perspec-
tive. “Before the assembly, my 
only previous exposure to Black 
Lives Matter was on the internet 
and videos of protesters looting 
and screaming,” Jack said, “but 
when I saw people that I knew 
talking about it, it sort of human-
ized the movement and I’m sort of 
on board with it a little bit more.”

Without a doubt, students 
agreed that if there was one 
thing that stuck with them after 
the assembly or gave them a 
new perspective on these issues, 
it was the powerful story of 
Mr. Gilyard’s arrest contrasted 
with Mr. Kiely’s arrest and the 
way that race played a part.

Although Kayla said she 
is well aware of the discrimina-
tion African-Americans face and 
strongly supports the movement, 
she said she still found Mr. G’s 
story enlightening. “To hear both 
Mr. G and Brendan Kiely share 
personal accounts of interactions 

with the police and how their 
privileges allowed them to have 
the better end of the interaction 
was completely eye opening.”

It seemed to have the same 
effect on Spencer. “Well, I got 
to hear a story from Mr. Gilyard 
on how growing up was and it 

was certainly nothing I could 
relate to my life,” Spencer said. 

On the other hand, although 
junior Christian Vitti said both 
stories were effective, he said there 
were some assumptions made in 
the narratives. “Mr. G’s story of 
that time he got arrested really 
shed a new light onto the whole 
situation with the police,” Chris-
tian said. “However, I thought 
that the other guy and his story 
about his run in, he was basically 
assuming that, if he was black, he 
would’ve been pulled over and 
would not have gotten away with 
it. I don’t think it’s OK to assume 

Students discuss Black Lives Matter

The opinions 
generated by this 
assembly are 
controversial; it 
continues to have 
a lasting effect in 
eliciting discus-
sion, which is 
exactly what it 
hoped to do.

that police are going to be racist… 
[It can happen, but] I don’t think 
you can go around assuming that.”

With the new, contro-
versial dialogue started on 
campus, students are working 
on having a respectful conver-
sation, both with those whom 
they agree and disagree with. 

If somebody did not agree 
that black lives matter, Ben said 
that he’d ask them why. “Why 
don’t their lives matter?,” Ben 
said. “If they say all lives, matter 
then I would agree, but right now 
there’s a lot of police brutality 
against black people. There’s a lot 
of cases of white on black incidents 
and there’s a lot of stereotyping. It 
just needs to be shown. All lives 
matter, but black lives matter 
and right now that is an issue.”

Kayla said that she’d make 
sure to have an open and respectful 
conversation with an emphasis that 
listening would be important. “The 
assembly didn’t exactly change my 
mind about anything,” she said, 
“but rather gave me new perspec-
tive about approaching a contro-
versial conversation. An example 
of a tactic I know I have to work on 
is seeing both points of view rather 
than being defensive and already 
plotting a counterpoint before the 
other person can finish explaining 
their view. Patience and ACTIVE 
listening are the only ways to have 
a meaningful conversation with 
a topic that is uncomfortable.”

The opinions generated by 
this assembly are controversial; it 
continues to have a lasting effect 
in eliciting discussion, which 
is exactly what it hoped to do.

by Vivian Goldstein ’17

Bucknam proves Todo es Posible
by Neil Hemnani ’18

“Todo es posible” (Every-
thing is possible). That’s the slogan 
of the Team Tobatí organization 
at KO, and it’s also the name of 
Senior Tim Bucknam’s new 
film released on Friday, Nov. 4.

Team Tobati is an organi-
zation dedicated to improving 
the lives of disadvantaged 
youth in Tobatí,  Paraguay.

Led by Spanish teacher 
Ronald Garcia, the team has visited 
Tobatí every year since 1999. 
Since then, the team has built the 
Macchi School, helped the people 
of Tobatí work sugarcane fields, 
work at brick factories, land-
scape around the town, and more. 
The program has grown from 21 
students in 1999 to 83 students 
and 12 additional people this year.

Tim created the documentary 
to bring awareness to Team Tobatí’s 
cause of helping Paraguayan youth.

“I  knew I  wanted to 
make a big project, and for this 
particular project, I wanted to 
use the filmmaking skills I had 
to help other people,” he said. 
“If I was just doing [film] for 
myself, then what’s the point?”

Tim, who has been making 
films seriously since middle 
school, said that he made the 

project an independent study 
with creative arts teacher Mark 
Kravetz in anticipation of the 
amount of work it would take.

“I anticipated that this would 
be some of the most work I put into 
a film since this was my first almost 
feature-length film,” he said, “so I 
didn’t want to go about it alone.”

Tim said that he wanted 
to find “the story and plan out 
everything beforehand” in order 
to create a successful project. He 
decided that the film would be 
about the trip this past year, the 
team, how the team has affected 
others, and how important the trip 
is to people all over the world.

But he said he had to 
approach this documentary differ-
ently than his previous projects.

“You don’t have to worry 
about actors and props, so it’s 
less stressful, but you have to be 
ready at all times to shoot what 
you have to shoot,” he said. “With 
a normal film, you take the story 
and shape the environment around 
the story. In a [documentary], you 
take what’s happening around you 
and shape the story around that.”

When asked about what it 
was like filming in Paraguay, Tim 
said that he had trouble with his 
camera gear, hard drive, laptop, and 
other things, but he was still able to 

make the film. His tripod broke on 
the first day, and he wasn’t able to 
transport his camera rig from site 
to site. Tim also partially broke one 
of his two hard drives in Tobatí, 
so he was not able to properly 
upload footage to his computer, 
which he said was quite stressful.

“Every night, I couldn’t sleep 
for hours because I kept having 
trouble uploading my footage 
to my computer,” he said. “It 
nearly derailed the whole movie.”

He said that he tried to 
work as much as he could with 
the rest of the team and not let the 
film invade the team’s main goal.

“I only spent 15 minutes 
filming each workstation. I didn’t 
want to stay there the entire 
time with a camera,” he said. 
“I wouldn’t be filming for a lot 
of the time because I went on 
this trip with everyone else, so 
like everyone else, I was going 
to help the Paraguayans work.”

On the same note, being 
more on the outside of things 
helped Tim view the trip differ-
ently than he would normally.

“Me being behind the 
camera didn’t give me enough 
depth as to what other people 
felt. They were in groups and 
working together, whereas I 
was bouncing around different 

groups,” he said. “However, it 
gave me a different perspec-
tive and allowed me to analyze 
what’s going on around me.”

Film’s ability to provide 
a different perspective, he said, 
is what drew him to film in the 
first place. Tim said that he was 
initially attracted to film because 
it allowed filmmakers to reflect 
a certain reality to viewers who 
otherwise wouldn’t see that reality.

“The first real sense of 
clarity I got about how people 

worked and what entertained them 
was through movies,” he said.

The documentary, “Todo 
es Posible,” is available on 
Youtube. Tim best sums up the 
film in his narration: “Alone, you 
can do certain things, but when 
you’re together, todo es posible.”

Senior Alec Rossi said he 
enjoyed being part of Tim’s film. 
“It was great contributing to this 
project. I hope that my enthu-
siasm convinces more people 
to travel to Tobati,” he said.

Senior Tim Bucknam has written, shot, edited and narrated a docu-
mentary film about Team Tobati.  Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

Film documentary on Team Tobati
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The KO Parent Associa-
tion has created a new program 
for parents who have experienced 
challenges in helping their children 
develop academic and personal 
skills, such as organization strat-
egies and stress management. 

Director of Academic Skills 
Jacquelyn Rubin said she discov-
ered that common struggles exist 
among parents regarding their 
children’s organizational abilities 
and brought the idea of a support 
group for parents to Parents Asso-
ciation President Heather Clifford.

The program, called “Parents 
Helping Parents,” is offered for 
both Middle and Upper School 
parents, includes strategies on how 
to manage homework, guidance 
on how involved parents should 
be with their child’s work, and 
online and magazine resources.

At the group’s most recent 
meeting, on Tuesday, Oct. 25,  
parents discussed Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) 
and how to manage the way students 
express themselves emotionally.

At the meetings, Ms. Rubin 

Rubin, Doyle guide parents
gives tips to parents to help kids 
stay organized. “Students should 
do homework in spaces with other 
people working to help them 
stay focused and take movement 
breaks like getting a snack, but 
not video games,” Ms. Rubin said.

Middle School  Guid-
ance Counselor Laura Doyle 
facilitated the Oct. 25 meeting. 
“Kids should have a system for 
organization and time manage-
ment, which will reduce stress 
as much as possible,” she said.

Ms. Rubin said it is impor-
tant that parents do not feel alone 
when dealing with these issues. 
“During one of the meetings,” 
Ms. Rubin said, “a parent walked 
in and said, ‘When I saw all of 
you, I was so sad for you, but so 
happy for me,’” Ms. Rubin said.

Within the program, parents 
share advice and successful expe-
riences. “Each parent took some-
thing different away that would be 
helpful for their child, in addition 
to the takeaway of knowing they’re 
not alone,” Mrs. Doyle said. 

The group’s discussion at 
the end of last year was geared 
toward preparation for exams, 

and its first meeting of this 
school year was about the tran-
sition into the new school year.

“The group gives parents the 
tools to support their kids when 
they feel disorganized and over-
whelmed,” said a KO parent who 
asked to remain anonymous. “It 
helps for parents to talk about strat-
egies that work and how to stay 
calm when our kids feel frustrated.”

KO Parent Jane Rossi said 
that she appreciates  the Parent 
Association’s effort. “It is great  
that  parents are learning more 
about the resources provided 
for their children,” she said.

Attendance at the meet-
ings has ranged between 10 
and 20 parents, Ms. Rubin said. 
Information about meetings is 
provided in the Wyvern Weekly 
and posted on the KO Parents 
Association Facebook page.

“We’re working on bringing 
more parents in,” Mrs. Clif-
ford said. “[The program] helps 
parents understand their children’s 
learning styles and manage stress.”

The group is hoping that 
an education consultant will be 
able to attend the next meeting. 

by Taline Norsigian ’19

KO dines around

The seventh grade class and 
their advisors headed for Camp 
Becket in the Berkshire Moun-
tains on Friday, Nov. 4, participate 
in activities to foster class unity.  

“While Camp Becket is a 
residential camp in the summer 
and also offers some overnight 
programs for schools,” said 
Form One Dean Jim Weeks, 
“we take advantage of their day 
program. That involves team 
building through a variety of 
activities and a high ropes course.”

The purpose of the trip, 
Mr. Weeks said, is to help the 
seventh-graders learn teamwork 
and come together as a class. 
“Students also get to push them-
selves and seek challenges on 
the high ropes course,” he said. 
“Many of them exceed their goals 
in that regard...Students assist in 
the belaying process to support 
their classmates as they climb.”

Many seventh-graders said 
the trip was fun. “I really liked 
Camp Becket because I got to 
hang out with my friends and 
do the hard ropes courses,” said 
seventh-grader Chase Gibson. 

Seventh-grader Natalia 
Correra agreed. “The best 
part  of Camp Becket was 

the ropes course,” she said.
Natalia said she also liked 

the blindfold exercise. “You had to 
search for an item [while] blind-
folded using only the instructions 
your partner gave you,” she said,  
“so you and your partner had 
to have great communication.”

Others said their classmates 
learned to tackle an obstacle 
together. “We got to work together 
as a team,” seventh-grader 
Sung Min Cho said. “I think we 
became a lot more united after it.”

Some seventh-graders said 
they were disappointed by the cold 
– not only the weather but also the 
food. “My least favorite part of 
the trip was lunch,” Chase said. “I 
wish it was better and not so cold.”

Seventh-grader Caroline 
Dawson said there was one activity 
she didn’t enjoy. “Jedi Juice, which 
is like red light, green light, was 
my least favorite activity,” she said.

But most  of the students 
said they had fun on the trip. 
“I didn’t have a least favorite 
part of camp,” Natalia said, “I 
got a chance to have fun, learn 
and grow with my friends.”

Chase said he wished 
the trip was longer. “It would 
have been better if we had 
more time to have fun and bond 
with our classmates,” he said.  

The KO Parents Asso-
ciation hosted its annual Parent 
Dine-Around on Friday evening, 
Nov. 11. This event is a night of 
food and fun featuring dinners 
in the homes of KO parents.

This year’s Dine-Around, 
chaired and coordinated by parent 
Mary Carangelo, is designed to help 
parents enjoy an evening with new 
and old friends. Several parents 
hosted dinners at their homes for 
groups of other parents who have 
children in the same grade or with 
similar interests as their own.

Some hosts  prepared 
the meals themselves while 
o t h e r s  a s k e d  g u e s t s  t o 
contribute their favorite dishes. 

Some of the dinners were 
large gatherings while others 
were smaller and cozy. The nature 
of the meals ranged from fancy 
to casual, Mrs. Carangelo said.

She added that she loves that 
the event is a great way for parents 
to form bonds that they might not 
otherwise be able to. “It has been 
extremely successful these past few 
years,” she said. “I think that it is a 
great way for people to interact.”

Senior Alec Rossi said that the 
dine around program is a great way 
to welcome new families to KO. 

Head of School Dennis 
Bisgaard initiated the Dine-Around 
about 10 years ago. He modeled 
it on a similar event devised by 
Emily Kline, a parent at the Shady 
Hill School in Cambridge, Mass., 
where Mr. Bisgaard used to work. 

Ms. Kline ran the event 
at Shady Hill for about five 
years, but when she passed 
away the school decided to keep 
running the event in her honor. 

When Mr. Bisgaard became 
head of school at KO in 2006, 
he brought the idea with him.

Mr.  Bisgaard said he 
thinks the event is a great way 
for the parents to get to know 
each other more intimately. 

“You can sit down and 
spend hours together with new 
people,” he said. “The conver-
sations are always far ranging.”

Mr. Bisgaard also said 
that it was an excellent way to 
communicate with parents who 
have already gone through certain 
experiences with their own chil-
dren, so they can help other 
parents with those same issues. 

by Ishaa Sohail ’20

Seventh-graders enjoy the ropes course at Camp Becket. Photo by Jim Weeks. 

Form 1 bonds on trip
by Nell Schwartz ’19

Kiely speaks in conversation series
On Friday, Oct. 21, Dean 

of Students William Gilyard sat 
down to talk with writer Brendan 
Kiely for the latest segment 
in a new program called KO 
Conversations. The audience 
comprised KO juniors and seniors.

Mr. Kiely came to talk 
about his novel “All American 
Boy” and how it addresses the 
racial inequality of our country.

The book tells the story of 
two teens, one black, one white, 
who, Mr. Kiely said, “deal with 
repercussions of a single violent 
act that leaves their school, 
community and country bitterly 
divided by racial tension.”

Mr. Kiely, who is Irish-
American, co-wrote the novel with 
Jason Reynolds, an African-Amer-
ican. The novel is unique, Mr. Kiely 
said, because it’s written in part 
from the opposite perspectives of 
both a white male and a black male.

“The assumption of ‘take 
the plea go to jail’ is some-
thing very real and hard for 
blacks. It’s only fair to speak 
that truth,” Mr. Kiely said about 
the injustices African-Ameri-
cans face in the justice system.

Mr. Gilyard said he initiated 
the series to provide an hour-long 
forum every few weeks where 
students can learn more about 
the communities of KO and the 
country. Sometimes the conver-
sation may involve an all-school 
assembly, but sometimes can be 
directed towards one or two grades.

“ I  u l t i m a t e l y  w a n t 
students to be comfortable 
with each other...and share 
opinions through researched 
discussions,” Mr. Gilyard said.

He added that he thought 
the discussion with Mr. Kiely 
was informative and produc-

tive, though he acknowledged 
that some students were reluc-
tant to express their true opinions 
during the session. “I think it went 
well,” Mr. Gilyard said. “It isn’t 
an easy subject to talk about.”

During the conversation, Mr. 
Gilyard shared a personal experi-
ence that was surprising to many 
in the audience. “The most eye-
opening part was Mr.Gilyard’s 
story about his interaction with 
the police. It was unbeliev-
able,” said junior Skylar Barron.

Mr. Gilyard described his 
experience as a young man of 
being profiled and arrested by 
the police. They searched him 
and his apartment for drugs, 
but couldn’t find anything.

But Mr. Gilyard said the 
judge dismissed his case only 
because he noticed that Mr. 
Gilyard had attended the elite 
institutions of Choate Rosemary 
Hall School and Williams College. 

Mr. Gilyard’s friends, who 
hadn’t attended prestigious schools, 
were forced to plead guilty to a 
crime they hadn’t committed and 
were given suspended sentences.“I 
wasn’t planning on talking about 
it,” Mr. Gilyard said of this revela-
tion, “but I could tell there needed 
to be some counterbalance.”

The other KO Conversa-
tion this year was a discussion 

attended by freshmen and soph-
omores in September between 
Mr. Gilyard and senior Rose 
Esselstyn about her experi-
ence studying at the Chewonki 
Semester School in Maine.

Rose described diverse 
adventures and ordeals such as 
having to spend 50 hours alone in 
the forest and working on the farm.

Students said that they are 
enjoying the series. “I’ve only 
been to one and I think it’s a great 
way to learn about the commu-
nity and things you aren’t... 
exposed to while being at school,” 
said sophomore Jane Dunbar.

Freshman Ainsley Vaughn 
said she appreciates the diversity 
of opinions that are expressed. 
“It is kind of interesting because 
you can see things in a different 
point  of  view,” she said.

For the next KO conversa-
tion, Mr. Gilyard said he is plan-
ning to have Forensic Union do a 
live debate in December to show 
students what a real debate looks 
like. He said that a professor 
from Williams College will also 
be coming to speak. “I think we 
are going to try to have it at least 
once a month,” he said, “because 
we also want student to use their 
Personal Learning Blocks, and 
it all depends on the schedules 
of the people we are inviting.”

Mr. Gilyard and Mr. Kiely talking on stage. Photo by  Jacqueline Pisani. 

by Sean James ’19
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Dollar for dollar: Breaking down 
the cost of applying to college
by Carolyn McCusker ’17     

               and Hannah Bash ’18

As seniors embark on 
the college process, the finan-
cial burden of taking standard-
ized tests, submitting scores, 
and applying Early Decision all 
influence the choices they make 
about colleges. Although many 
seniors might not realize just 
how much the process can cost, 
every test date, test score, and 
visit adds up to an extensive sum. 

“There is defi-
nitely this finan-
cial aspect to 
the college 
process that isn’t 
as obvious to 
students.”

– Ms. Santiago

“We assumed that 
the burden of cost 
would come after 
I had officially 
chosen a college, 
not before I had 
even decided 
where I would be 
matriculating.”

– Alec Rossi

“There is definitely this 
financial aspect to the college 
process that isn’t as obvious 
to students,” said Director of 
College Advising Zaira Santiago. 
“One of the first things we talk to 
families about is we urge them 
to talk about the financial aspect 
with their children: how many 
times will they take the SATs? 
Will the kid pay for the test? Who 
will pay off the student loans?”

For an average KO student, 
who takes the SAT twice and applies 
to seven colleges, the total cost 
of applying to college is $2,389.

This figure includes appli-
cation to seven colleges, two SAT 
tests without the essay, three SAT 
subject tests taken on the same 

date, and two AP tests. Here, we 
used the most conservative esti-
mates of testing costs, which 
could be increased by taking the 
SAT with the essay or by taking 
subject tests on multiple dates. A 
conservative estimate for miles 
driven to visit schools would be 
1,284 (which covers two trips 
to Boston, one trip to Philadel-
phia, and one trip to Maine). At 
57.4 cents per mile, which is the 
holistic cost of driving as estimated 
by the AAA, including gas, insur-
ance, and repairs, the total cost 
for driving alone would be $737. 

The $2,389 figure also 
includes the cost of submitting 
the CSS profile, which is a finan-
cial aid application used for some 
private institutions in the country. 
However, there are some additional 
sources of cost that aren’t included 
in the estimate, such as SAT 
prep and many travel expenses 
like food and plane tickets. 

Due to the expense of 
testing alone, KO college advisors 
recommend that students take the 
SAT or ACT no more than three 
times. Ms. Santiago said national 
experts recommend this as well 
because it is rare for students to 
significantly change their scores 
after three times; two is good 
because students can acclimate 
to the test, and the third is helpful 
if the student has studied more. 

“I definitely think students 
are trying to get the best score 
they can on the test,” Ms. Santiago 
said. “It can be a financial burden 
on these families, at a time when 
on top of those scores, they also 
have to pay to visit schools, take 
AP tests, and pay application 
fees ranging from $50-90, which 
to me is one more reason why 
students should be smart about 
their testing strategy because it 
saves money, time, and energy. 
That’s why we require the PSAT 

and offer the PACT because it 
helps students decide earlier 
which test they prefer to take,” 

Another college decision 
that can be heavily impacted by 
financial factors is the choice of 
whether to apply Early Decision 
to a school. While applying Early 
Decision can increase a student’s 
chance of being accepted to some 
schools, the decision also comes 
with the burden of being required to 
go to the school if accepted without 
being able to compare financial 
aid packages with other schools. 

Associate Director of 
College Advising Peggy Clark, 
who has also worked as a guid-
ance counselor at several different 
public institutions such as Conard 
High School and St. Paul’s Cath-
olic School, said that Early Deci-
sion was less financially practical 
for many students at the other 
schools where she has taught. 

“I have been in different 
schools with different demo-
graphics from what we have here,” 
Ms. Clark said. “At St. Paul’s, 
about 20 percent of students looked 
at community college because 
that’s all they could afford. Not 
that we didn’t have upper-middle-
class kids, but we also pulled 
from families that didn’t have 
those kind of financial resources.”

While about 35 percent of 
KO students apply ED each year, 
Ms. Clark said this wasn’t the case 
at schools where she taught where a 
larger percentage of students were 
socioeconomically disadvantaged.

“At St. Paul’s, barely anyone 
applied ED,” said Ms. Clark. 
“More often, kids needed to be in 
an Early Action or regular decision 
pool where they could comparison 
shop based on need-based and 
merit offers from multiple schools 
for an option that can be afford-
able, and then they could hope 
that the most affordable college 

is the school they most want to 
go to. Not everybody was in that 
position, but there were so many 
more who had to think that way 
at St. Paul’s [compared to KO].”

Ms. Clark mentioned that 
economically disadvantaged 
students aren’t the only ones who 
try to save money by comparing 
prices of multiple colleges.

“It’s not that that never 
happens to well-off kids [at KO] or 
in the other wealthy schools – some 
families decide to comparison shop 
even if they could afford to pay – 
it’s just that there’s some kids that 
just can’t make any other decision. 

Senior Alec Rossi said that 
the cost of touring and applying 
to colleges has far surpassed 
what he expected. “Going into 
the college process, both my 
parents and I didn’t really have 
an idea of how expensive it would 
be just looking for colleges,” 
Alec said. “We assumed that the 
burden of cost would come after 
I had officially chosen a college, 
not before I had even decided 
where I would be matriculating.”

Senior Noah Stanton agreed 
that the cost of the college process 
adds up easily. “Something that 
has become expensive for me 
was visiting colleges that aren’t 
in the Northeast,” Noah said. 
“Lots of colleges want you to 
demonstrate interest by visiting 
before you apply, and the travel 
costs can really add up, especially 
when you have to travel by plane.”

Ms. Santiago agreed that it 
can be expensive to visit colleges 
that are far away, and she added 
that there are alternate ways to 
demonstrate interest to colleges. 
“Even though there are colleges 
that account for your demonstrated 
interest,” she said, “a college will 

never ever punish you for not 
being able to visit. However, it 
means you have to find alternate 
ways to demonstrate interest.  
At KO there is rarely an excuse, 
because juniors are taken to a 
college fair with over 150 colleges. 
Also, colleges often have night 
programs, events, receptions, or 
alumni interviews in your area.”

Alec had  some advice for 
saving money while applying 
to colleges:  “When docu-
menting the expenditures for 
your trips, make sure you save 
all your receipts because you 

can deduct your college touring 
costs from your taxes as part of 
your educational expenditures.”

Every year, hidden costs 
and unanticipated financial factors 
influence the decisions families 
make when applying to college. 
While the application process 
can be surprisingly costly, KO’s 
college advisors aim to help fami-
lies mitigate the financial burden 
that applying to college can bring.Seniors face daunting fees associated with the college process as the apply. Cartoon by Carolyn McCusker ’17

List of  the various costs associated with applying to  for the average KO 
student. Costs explained within the article. Graphic by Carolyn McCusker ’17
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seems eager for it to be ready 
because of how many sports will 
be able to use this renovated space. 

“I’m really excited for the 
field house,” said junior Maitland 
Bailey, who in the past has traveled 
to this off-campus facility as an 
alternative location to practice for 
KO’s basketball and lacrosse teams. 

“I think it’s a good use of 
the space allowing for sports like 
track and field to do some things 
on campus, and outdoor sports like 
lacrosse to have a place to go when 
it’s still cold outside,” she said. “It 
will also be nice for the tennis 
players to have better courts.” 

Other students said they 
are delighted that they will be 
able to use this space year-round. 
“It will be nice to have a space 

open to students to play sports 
during the day and after school 
since we don’t really have one 
that is always open right now,” 
sophomore Karlton Gaskin said. 

Additionally,  students 
such as sophomore Amanda 
Buckram expressed significant 
enthusiasm regarding the field 
house renovations because they 
hold high hopes that it will make 
KO’s athletic center look more 
presentable and put-together. 

“I’m excited about the new 
field house because I think it will 
give every sport more places 
to practice and give a better 
look to our athletic center in the 
coming sports seasons,” Amanda 
said. “I’m excited for the addi-
tion of the indoor track because 
I’ve seen that at many other 
schools we travel to for sports.”

Field house 
is on track

Down in the basement 
of Roberts, a group of kids 
are watching a student with a 
weird mask on his face, waving 
two handles through the air.

The mask projects far out 
from his eyes, and it’s covered 
in holes everywhere. Meanwhile, 
the student is walking around the 
room without purpose, punching, 
stretching, and grabbing the air.

That’s  what  i t  looks 
like, at least; it’s a strange 
sight. In reality, the student is 
using KO’s new virtual reality 
(VR) headset, the HTC Vive.

For those who don’t know, 
VR is a relatively new technology. 

Users put on a headset with a 
screen inside it. The headset is either 
connected to a computer, phone, or 
game console, and motion tracking 
on the headset allows users to 
immerse themselves in a different 
world shown in the headset.

“VR provides realistic 
simulations and learning experi-
ences that offer both education 
and entertainment,” Director of 
Technology Dan Bateson said. 

The idea of getting a VR 
headset at KO has been around 
for some time now, but the IT 
department didn’t do so until the 
HTC Vive came out this year.

“When the Oculus Rift first 
came out, the IT department was 
intrigued and close to buying a 
development kit, but for various 
reasons, we passed,” said Mr. 
Bateson. “We researched all the VR 
headsets, and it was clear that the 
Vive was the best, mainly because 
it had a better field of view.”

Mr. Bateson said that 
the IT department adopted VR 
technology early because they 
saw its potential in education.

“It seemed like it was 
the next step,” he said. “Kids 
are already using tablets and 
computers in the classroom, 
so VR was the next step.”

To run the HTC Vive, it 
needs to be connected to a powerful 
computer due to the heavy load of 
graphics in a 3D environment. 

 Mr. Bateson and some 
s tuden t s  c rea ted  the  KO 
1080’s, formerly known as 
KO Kilobytes, to allow kids 
with an interest in computers 
help build a new computer 
and work on other projects.

“We’ve been wanting 
to start a technology club, and 
we would’ve started it even 
without VR,” said Dan, “but VR 
also seems to be very popular.”

So what apps are the 
most popular? On the educa-
tion side, there are Google Tilt 

KO’s virtual reality

Middle school boys 
soccer finishes 3-5

Starting from scratch after 
losing 17 tenacious eighth-graders 
last year, the Middle School boys 
soccer team ended a rebuilding 
year with the record of 3-5.

The squad started off the 
season rocky then improved 
throughout the season and games. 
“I think the team has gotten 
better as the season went on,” 
Head Coach Andy Krugman said. 

He said his goal for the season 
was to end the year better than it 
had started. The team was young, 
with 16 sixth- and seventh-graders 
and three returning eighth-graders 
who served as team captains.

The team lost their first 
two games, losing 2-1 to St. 
Timothy’s School and losing 
3-1 to Har-Bur Middle School. 
However, both matches were 

hard fought and competitive.
But the Wyverns came 

roaring back with a commanding 
4-0 victory Williston Northampton 
4-0. Seventh-grader Brio Aslan, the 
leading goal scorer with nine goals 
and four assists, had yet another 
brilliant game against the Bobcats. 

“Brio has a knack for 
putting the ball into the back of 
the net,” Coach Krugman said. 

Coach Krugman outlined 
the team’s challenges. “We have to 
control set pieces offensively and 
defensively,” he said. “The other 
thing is to outwork the other team.”

Other obstacles for the 
squad were their body size, 
several injuries and being a young 
team and a fresh new face in goal. 

The  goal ie ,  seventh-
grader George Stephan, had 
two great shutouts against 
Williston Northampton and 

by Landon White ’21 Wilbraham and Monson Academy. 
“George has grown up a lot 

in goal,” Coach Krugman said.
Their best games came 

against Williston Northampton. 
After their early 4-0 victory 
over the Bobcats, they beat 
them 3-0 in the second matchup.

Their greatest challenges 
came against Foote and Hopkins, 
and they lost both games 3-2. 
“We came back twice in both 
games to tie and lose; that’s just 
soccer,” stated Coach Krugman. 

Some key players on 
the Middle School team are 
eighth-graders Ben Boyd, Will 
Bavier and Henry Krieble.  

“Ben leads by working 
non-stop until he drops,” Coach 
Krugman said. “Will leads by 
the amount of work off the field 
with the ball, and Henry Krieble 
because he anchors our defense.”

by Neil Hemnani ’18

Continued from page 1.

About 20 KO parents joined 
20 English Symposium students  
and three English teachers to 
discuss the work of Baird Sympo-
sium author Elizabeth Strout from 
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on Monday, 
Nov. 14, in the Conklin Library. 

Those who attended divided 
into three groups to explore Ms. 
Strout’s novel “Olive Kitter-
idge.” Each group included 
parents, students and teachers, 
and the Symposium students 
facilitated the discussions.

“The idea behind the Parent 
Book Club is to encourage conver-
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But the Wyverns came 

roaring back with a commanding 
4-0 victory Williston Northampton 
4-0. Seventh-grader Brio Aslan, the 
leading goal scorer with nine goals 
and four assists, had yet another 
brilliant game against the Bobcats. 

“Brio has a knack for 
putting the ball into the back of 
the net,” Coach Krugman said. 

Coach Krugman outlined 
the team’s challenges. “We have to 
control set pieces offensively and 
defensively,” he said. “The other 
thing is to outwork the other team.”

Other obstacles for the 
squad were their body size, 
several injuries and being a young 
team and a fresh new face in goal. 

The  goal ie ,  seventh-
grader George Stephan, had 
two great shutouts against 
Williston Northampton and 

by Landon White ’21 Wilbraham and Monson Academy. 
“George has grown up a lot 

in goal,” Coach Krugman said.
Their best games came 

against Williston Northampton. 
After their early 4-0 victory 
over the Bobcats, they beat 
them 3-0 in the second matchup.

Their greatest challenges 
came against Foote and Hopkins, 
and they lost both games 3-2. 
“We came back twice in both 
games to tie and lose; that’s just 
soccer,” stated Coach Krugman. 

Some key players on 
the Middle School team are 
eighth-graders Ben Boyd, Will 
Bavier and Henry Krieble.  

“Ben leads by working 
non-stop until he drops,” Coach 
Krugman said. “Will leads by 
the amount of work off the field 
with the ball, and Henry Krieble 
because he anchors our defense.”

by Neil Hemnani ’18 Brush and The Night Cafe. Tilt 
Brush is a program that allows 
one to “paint in 3D space with 
virtual reality,” according to 
Google’s website. Students use 
one controller to select colors 
and brushes on a pallet, and the 
other controller to paint in space.

The Night  Cafe is  a 
tribute to Vincent Van Gogh 
that allows people to immerse 
themselves in Van Gogh’s art.

On the entertainment side, 
there is an app called The Lab, 
which contains many minigames.

In the future, Mr. Bateson  
said he hopes to have art and 
science classes use the VR. He has 
already started talking to art and 
science teachers, and sees the tech-
nology being used in classes soon.

“It’s allowed students to 
take an active role in learning,” 
he said, “and KO to approach 
teaching from a different angle.”

There are already many 
art programs available, like Tilt 
Brush, and there are also educa-
tional science programs. One 
of these is The Body, which 
takes people inside a model of 
the body to see how it works.

So come down to R-008 
and check the HTC Vive out. 
It may look weird from the 
outside, but being in the headset 
is an amazing experience.

Continued from page 1.

by Esha Shrivastav ’20

O n e  h u n d r e d  f i f t y -
two students and their fami-
lies attended KO’s Middle 
School or Upper School Open 
Houses on Sunday, Nov. 6. 

T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a n 
increase of three students 
over the total attendance at 
last year’s fall Open Houses.

by Jaden DiMauro ’20

Parents, students 
discuss Strout

Parents and Baird Symposium students discuss Elizabeth Strout’s novel 
“Olive Kitteridge” in the library last Monday. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17

sation and help parents learn more 
about what their child is reading 
at school,” said English teacher 
Jacquelyn Rubin who is teaching 
the Symposium class devoted to 
the study of Ms. Strout’s work.

To foster the discussions, 
each of Symposium students 
prepared questions in advance. 

“Since this is a very casual 
event, we only made a list of some 
of the questions we are going to 
ask the parents,” said Symposium 
student senior Ambika Natarjan. 
“KO strives for students to have 
an avid school and home life, 
and through this book club, the 
parents get a taste of life at KO.” 

Admissions open houses showcase KO life
“This count is not people 

in total,” said Senior Associate 
Director of Admissions Rebecca 
Benavides, “but rather how 
many students in our database 
were represented at the event.” 

This year, 96 students 
attended the Upper School Open 
House, up from 84 last year, 
and 56 students attended the 
Middle School Open House, 

down from 65 students last year. 
The Upper School Open 

House, which ran from 2 p.m. to 
4 p.m., has been changed in recent 
years. Prior to last year, the event 
was split into two components – one 
for meeting teachers and coaches, 
and one for visiting classes. These 
two activities have now been 
merged together into one event.

“Last year we overhauled the 

event and it was very successful 
so we’re sticking with it.” Mrs. 
Benevides said. The new program 
allows parents and students to visit 
two teacher-run classes together 
and to meet teachers and coaches.

The Upper School Open 
House also hosted an academic/
activity interest fair in the cafe-
teria featuring tables devoted 
to academic departments, clubs 

and special programs such as 
Team Tobati and Model UN.   

The Middle School Open 
House, which ran from 1 p.m. to 
3 p.m. had a very different format 
from that of the Upper School Open 
House. During the Middle School 
event, parents and students split 
up. Students visit classes taught by 
KO teachers, whereas parents visit 
workshops showcasing the school. 
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Varsity volleyball team ends fall 
season strong, winning record 8-6
by Michael Loughran ’17

The girls varsity volley-
ball team finished the fall season 
with a solid 8-6 record, improving 
upon last year’s record of 5-9. 

The Wyverns finished their 
season on a high note by winning 
their last two games, beating 
their last two opponents handily. 

On Saturday, Nov. 5, KO 
faced a stellar Berkshire team and 
beat them 3-0. On senior day, the 
five seniors on the team were able 
to celebrate their last game at home 
by winning in dominant fashion. 

Then, in the last game of the 
season, KO traveled to Canterbury 
School on Wednesday, Nov. 9, and 
once again beat their opponent 3-0. 

Coming into the season, 
Head Coach Scott McDonald 
set some expectations and goals 
for the season. His goals were 
to have good team chemistry, to 
become a great passing team, to 
develop strong offense and to chal-
lenge their toughest competition. 

For the most part, he said, 
the team achieved these goals. 
“We wrestled with team chem-
istry during the middle part of 

the season but made great strides 
by the end of the season,” Coach 
McDonald said. “We did become 
a good passing team and we had 
a pretty well-rounded offense 
with a few very strong hitters, 
including (senior outside hitter) 
Issie Pratt, (junior middle hitter) 
Haley Gervino, and (junior 
middle hitter) Skylar Barron. 

On the other hand, the team’s 
overall goal was to have a winning 
season. Although they achieved 
this goal, the team also attempted 
to participate in New Englands. 

“Our expectations coming 
into the season,” Pratt said, 
“were to have a winning record 
and compete with some of the 
A-class schools on our schedule. 
We met that expectation and 
even almost made it to the New 
England tournament which would 
have been amazing seeing as we 
haven’t been in it since 2007.” 

The team almost made it 
to the postseason tournament 
but had a rough stretch at the 
end of October and beginning 
of November, in which they lost 
three games to very competi-
tive opponents including Suffield 

Academy, Miss Porter’s School 
and the Loomis Chaffee School. 

Coach McDonald said that 
they faced their stiffest compe-
tition in those three games, but 
the team competed at a very 
high level. “We played some 
amazing volleyball in those 
tough matches,” he said, “but just 
couldn’t pull off the win in them.” 

Barron agreed.“We lost two 
to three key games that we needed 
to win in order to secure a spot 
in New Englands, and they were 
winnable games,” she said, “but we 
just didn’t execute the things we 
needed to, which is disappointing.” 

Although KO lost to Miss 
Porter’s, Coach McDonald said 
this was the game that the team 
played their best in. On Saturday, 
Oct. 29, the Wyverns fell to 
them 3-2, a match in which each 
set was competitive and close.

“Our best play came in our 
match against Miss Porter’s, where 
we took them to a fifth, tie breaker 
game, only losing by a few points,” 
said Coach McDonald. “It was a 
stressful match, but we showed 
great resilience and didn’t give up.” 

The Wyverns look to use 

their last two dominant wins as 
momentum for next year along 
with failing to secure a spot in 
New Englands as motivation 
for the 2017 season. The team 
also has a core group of juniors 
and underclassmen returning.

Junior captain setter Emma 
Smith and Barron look to lead 
the team next year, and had great 
junior seasons. “Emma was 
instrumental to our success as 
our captain and setter. She has the 
strongest serve on the team and 
had a hand in most of our offen-

sive plays,” Coach McDonald 
said. “Skylar was a huge asset to 
the team with her blocking, hitting 
and her improved defensive play.”

The team will have to 
cope with loss of five seniors, 
including Pratt, who was the 
team’s strongest hitter throughout 
the season and covered the 
team on both serve receive and 
defense, Coach McDonald said.

Smith said that the team 
worked hard on maintaining a 
positive attitude, which will enable 
them to have success next year.

Junior captain setter Emma Smith spikes the ball into the opponents’ court, 
winning a point for the Wyverns. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

Field hockey excels this 
season, finishing 7-10-1
by Ben Putterman ’17

The girls varsity field 
hockey team finished their impres-
sive season this previous Saturday, 
ending with a 7-10-1 record. 

On Wednesday,  Nov. 
11, the girls faced a competi-
tive Gunnery team. Through 
sequential, well-timed passes 
and good communication, the 
girls were able to find success. 
After eighth-grader Claire Taylor 
scored two goals in regulation, 
the game entered over time, but 
neither team could breakthrough. 
The game ended in a 2-2 tie.

The next matchup was 
against an extremely talented 
squad from Hotchkiss. “Although 
the score might not reflect it, our 
team played a very good defen-
sive game,” said senior forward 
Co-captain Abby McGuire. “As a 
team, we gave it our all until the last 
second.” The final score was 6-0. 

In their 4-0 loss to Taft, the 
girls had a slow start, followed by 
trouble finishing. Although there 
were a few opportunities created 
offensively, they couldn’t get it 
in the goal. In addition, the team 
was pinned back defensively for 
portions of the game and had trouble 
moving up the field with the ball.

In their game against Suff-
ield Academy, the girls expected 
a competitive game but also knew 
they could finish there season with 
a win. The Wyverns unfortunately 
fell 2-1 in their senior day game, 

but were still proud of their accom-
plishments throughout the season.

Along with the nine seniors, 
the team is filled with leaders. “Our 
team is full of dependable athletes 
who all work hard,” said McGuire. 
In addition, the teamwork and 
communication has been an impor-
tant part of their game this season.

McGuire, senior midfielder 
Co-captain Grace Amell, and 
junior forward Co-captain 
Dakota McMahon, all lead 
the team in different ways. 
McGuire has been a leader 
through her constant motivation 
vocally and supportive attitude. 

In addition, Amell and 
McMahon have pushed the rest 
of the team by working hard and 
being role models as some of the 
most skilled players on the team. 

Head Coach Nicole Blake 
also praised the captains’ role on 
the team. “Abby, Grace and Dakota 
have all put great effort and taken 
their roles as captains very seri-
ously. That is one of the reasons 
we were so successful this season.”

With McMahon being side-
lined, other players stepped up 
and have certainly impressed this 
season. Sophomore midfielder 
Mia Seymour has stood out and 
is always a reliable source to 
get the ball up the field. Also, 
Senior Meredith Ferris has 
contributed in a positive way. 

“She  s tops  a  lo t  o f 
possible goals and is a great role 
model to a lot of the younger 

players on the team,” said 
senior forward Grace Miller.

In addition, the players 
praised Coach Blake. “She is 
super supportive of the team and 
she always looks forward and 
helps us learn from our mistakes 
for future games,” said senior 
defender Bonnie Steinberg. 

O v e r a l l ,  t h e  g i r l s 
expressed gratitude and excite-
ment when talking about Coach 
Blake’s impact on the team.

At the beginning of the 
season, the team’s main goals 
included steady improvement 
and the creation of a family-like 
atmosphere. Coach Blake said 
she is proud of the team’s season. 
“This team has by far surpassed 
my expectations of the goals I had 
for them this season,” Coach Blake 
said, “the reason being, that I have 
a great team with a great attitude 
and an amazing bunch of seniors 
that have led the way for them.” 

Blake said the team has 
improved skill wise and she 
emphasized how dedicated the 
team has been this season. “This 
team showed up every day ready 
to work and pushed themselves 
to the next level of play to have 
a successful season,” she said.

Due to the drastic improve-
ment from last year and devel-
opment during the season, each 
of the players said how proud 
they are of one another and 
how satisfied they are about 
their performance this season.

With many eighth-grade 
runners returning and the combi-
nation of fresh young talent, the 
Middle School cross country team 
fared well against its opponents 
this season and found success 
during the lengthy fall season. 

 Though cross country is an 
individual sport, the runners on this 
team all shared a common goal: to 
improve. “Goals are very indi-
vidual, but I think everybody was 
able to run faster and run farther,” 
said Head Coach Alison O’Donnell.

While this year served as a 
rebuilding year for many Middle 
School teams, with the depar-
ture of several talented athletes 
who moved on to the Upper 
School at KO, that was not neces-
sarily true for the cross country 
team. They had many returning 
runners this year as well as new 
runners with untapped potential.  

C o a c h  O ’ D o n n e l l 
commended two seventh-grader 
runners who were at the top of the 
pack this year boys leader seventh-
grader Ben Barnes and girls leader 
seventh-grader Julia Lantner.

“Ben Barnes came to 
cross country for the first time  
and posted some fantastic 
times,” Coach O’Donnell said.

The team’s practice routine 
prepares them to succeed in meets. 
They run for long distances at 
the West Hartford Reservoir 
and travel to the University of 

St. Joseph to run timed miles 
and track their improvement 
over the course of the season.  

On the days before the 
meets, they do a full walkthrough 

by Kyle Frankel ’21

Middle School XC 
keeps improving

“We have some 
really strong 
Form One and 
Upper Prep 
runners that I’m 
excited to see run 
next year.” 
 – Coach     
            O’Donnell

of their course for the next day 
to familiarize themselves with 
the route so that they are able to 
perform their best in competition.  

Their practice and training 
has allowed them to perform well 
this season, Coach O’Donnell 
said. All runners finished with 
times they were proud to see.  

As the fall season ends, 
the team is losing many eighth 
graders next year, but they are 
very optimistic for the future.  

“We have some really strong 
Form One and Upper Prep runners 
that I’m excited to see run next 
year,” Coach O’Donnell said. 
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Players of the

Moment:
senior Faith Pease and 
freshman Ethan Pinkes

By Michael Loughran ’17 
and Nick Ravalese ’17

Senior volleyball, squash, and tennis player Faith 
Pease poses. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

Faith Pease

Senior Faith Pease has 
developed a diverse repertoire of 
sports in her time at KO. Faith is a 
three varsity sport athlete, playing 
volleyball, squash and tennis. 

She has also played three 
different fall sports in her four 
years in high school. She first 
tried her hand at cross country as 
a freshman, then joined the junior 
varsity soccer team for her sopho-
more year and then even managed 
boys varsity soccer her junior year.

Most recently, she decided 
to play volleyball for the first 
time and has proved to be a 
valuable asset and leader for the 
girls varsity volleyball team.

Head Coach Scott McDonald 
complimented her ability as a 
player and leader. “Faith has 
an incredibly positive attitude 
on the court, and she is a tough 
competitor,” he said. “And she 
always supports her teammates.” 

Pease first tried playing 
volleyball over the summer, when 
captain setter Emma Smith helped 
teach her how to pass and serve. 

Pease went  from not 
knowing anything about volley-
ball, to being a key member of 
the team and starting in games.

“I worked really hard to 
perfect my passing and blocking,” 
she said. “At the start of the 
season I was afraid to block the 
spike, but at the end of the season 
that was my favorite part.”

Coach McDonald acknowl-
edged how much Faith has 
progressed throughout the course 
of her first season. “Faith had 
never played volleyball before 
this season, so she obviously had 
to learn a lot in terms of both the 
strategy of the game and devel-
oping her individual skills,” he said. 

Pease hit the ground running 
from the start of the season, and 
progressively got better each game.

Coach McDonald agreed. 
“Faith helped us with her consis-
tent hitting as one of our middle 
hitters,” he said. “She is a natural 
athlete with great instincts when 
it comes to covering the court 
and working with her team-
mates. Her serve was also 
incredibly reliable this season.”

One of the main reasons 
Pease decided to play volleyball 
this year is that she enjoys trying 
new things and being a part of 
a team. Although her two main 
sports are squash and tennis, she 
acknowledges that, although she is 
part of those teams, she competes 
completely individually in matches.

“In volleyball, I’m on 
the court with five other girls 
and I really enjoy it,” she 
said. “We pick each other up 
when we’re down and support 
each other when we succeed.”

Pease says that her only 
regret is that she didn’t start 
playing the sport sooner because 
she has enjoyed her time so much 
playing on the team this year.

As a senior and a leader, 
Pease tries to bring a positive 
energy to practice and espe-
cially during games. She said 
that, whenever she feels the team 
starting to get down on themselves 
when they’re losing, she works 
hard to help motivate the team. 

Unfortunately, her season 
was slightly cut short after she 
endured an injury in the team’s 
second-to-last game but looks to be 
fully healthy and prepared for the 
start of the upcoming squash season. 

Pease doesn’t have plans 
to play volleyball in college, and 
will focus her energy on her other 
two sports for the rest of the year.

Ethan Pinkes
Freshman varsity cross 

country runner Ethan Pinkes has 
started his first year on the KO team 
with eagerness and determination. 

Since the beginning of the season, 
Pinkes has transformed into a moti-
vated, hardworking and disciplined 
runner who, even as a freshman, 
is able to inspire the upper-
classmen cross country teammates. 

Pinkes’ first year on the 
varsity cross country team has 
allowed him to grow as a runner, 
teammate and leader. “At the 
beginning of the season, I was 
nervous and eager to start running 
with the (cross country) team,” 
he said. “I felt that being younger 
on the team I really had to prove 
myself and give everything I have 
during practice and at every race.”  

Head Varsity Boys Cross 
Country Coach Fritz Goodman 
said that he has been really 
impressed with Pinkes’ improve-
ment and passion this season. 

“Ethan has this drive and 
ability to improve as a runner 
and teammate this season,” he 
said. “He possesses the quali-
ties of a leader and motivator at 
a young age. He looks to finish 
the season strong and continue 
making an impact on the team.” 

Coach Goodman also said 
he was pleased by Pinkes’ leader-
ship and influence on the team as 
a freshman. “He always pushes 
himself to finish each race better 
than his last,” he said. “It is impres-

sive to see such leadership and 
effort in a younger member of 
the team,” said Coach Goodman.

Pinkes’ teammates also said 
he has been impressed with his 
performances and development 
this season. Senior Co-captain 
Owen Cotthaus praised his talent 
and intensity. “He has an incred-
ible mentality to not only win 
each race, but to do better than he 
did in his last race, Cotthaus said.  
His contributions to the team 
this season have been crucial and 
show that he has much potential 
for his next years on the team,”   

Pinkes said he learned a 
lot from the captains and leaders 
of the team. “The captains and 
seniors have been great role 
models for me and the rest of the 
team,” he said. “They push and 
inspire each member of the team 
during practice and encourage 
everyone to give it everything 
until passing by the finishing line.” 

Assistant Boys Varsity Cross 
Country Coach Ron Monroe said 
that Pinkes’ attributes are excep-
tional for someone his age. 

“As an underclassman, 
it is rare to see both qualities of 
leadership and talent at a young 
age,” Coach Monroe said. “He 
also gives the team extra support 
during races and in practice.” 

Middle school field 
hockey undefeated
by Benjamin Boyd ’21

With many experienced 
and powerful players on the 
roster, the Middle School field 
hockey team finished with 
an impressive 8-0-3 record.

Games have been non-stop 
for the girls. Since September, 
they have been playing an 
average of one game per week. 

On Wednesday, Sept. 14, the 
girls started the season off with a 
victory on the road competeing 
against a talented Hamden Hall 
squad. “This win set the tone for 
a successful season ahead,” Head 
Coach Meredith Crowther said.

Two weeks  la ter,  on 
Wednesday, Sept. 28, the girls 
played a ferocious team from Foote 
School. The Wyverns worked 
together, communicated with each 
other and fought hard and won 1-0 
against Foote, the most difficult 
opponent they played this year. 

After each game, the 
team’s coaches recognized 

players’ leadership with the 
awarding of the hard hat. 

“The hard hat is given to the 
player on or off the field that always 
puts the team first, puts in extra 
effort, and is always positive and 
focused,” said Coach Crowther. 
Players said they love the hard 

hat because it pushes them to play 
better and to be better teammates.

The strong defense and 
offense boosted the confi-
dence for the rest of the team. 
The stellar defense allowed 
only two goals all season. 

Coach Crowther said the 
players’ outstanding speed has 
helped them outrun their oppo-
nents. Their attention to detail 
and their skills, she said, have 
helped lead to their success and 
winning record. Overall, the 
Wyverns have done a fantastic job 
communicating with each other 
and have become close as a team 

“I have coached many field 
hockey teams, and this group 
of Middle School players is 
the most talented that Assistant 
Coach Erika Costantini and I can 
remember. They have incredible 
potential,” Coach Crowther said.

“ I  a m  s u p e r,  s u p e r 
excited for the upcoming eighth 
graders to lead the team next 
year,” Coach Costantini said.  

I have coached 
many field hockey 
teams, and this 
group of Middle 
School players is 
the most talented 
that . . . I can 
remember.
 – Coach 

Crowther

Freshman cross country runner Ethan Pinkes smiles. 
Photo by Ali Meizels ’18 and Shelby Fairchild ’17.

 

The Middle School girls 
soccer team achieved a strong 
7-4 record this season. The team, 
led by nine eighth-graders, tallied 
many lopsided wins, sometimes by 
margins as great as seven goals.

At practice, said Head 
Coach Randy Stabile, the team 
emphasized skil l  develop-
ment, taking chances, playing 
without pressure, using their 
opposite feet, working hard, and 
hustling when they lose the ball.

“I’m trying to make them 
ready for varsity,” he said about 
his goals at practice.  Coach 
Stabile said his goal for the season 
was for every player to improve. 
to welcome the younger ones.

His team comprised six 
sixth-graders, five seventh-graders, 
and nine eighth-graders. Coach 
Stabile said his eighth-graders 
were wonderful leaders on the 
team, while the younger players 
showed enormous improvement.

E i g h t h - g r a d e r  A r d e n 
Phoenix was top scorer, with 

eight goals this season. Eighth-
graders Sydney Smith and 
Isabel Berkemeyer tallied five 
and four goals, respectively.

The team’s strengths, Coach 
Stabile said, were their skilled 
offense and their stellar goalten-
ding. But he noted that the team 
struggled with defensive technique.

The team  performed well 
played in the Wyvern Invitational 
Soccer Classic. They won their first 
game against Foote and won their 
second game against Ethel Walker. 

They also beat Hamden 
Hall 6-0, the Westminster thirds 
team 8-1 (in which Phoenix 
had a hat trick in the first 9:36 
of the game), and Foote 6-0.

But the team suffered 
lopsided losses to Har-Bur 8-1, 
Hopkins, 4-2, and Renbrook, to 
whom they lost twice, 5-1 and 6-0. 

They beat St. Timothy’s 
1-0 and Rectory 1-0. In the 
Rectory match, eighth-grade 
goalkeeper Emma Henry made 
a number of incredible saves, 
including a save on a penalty kick. 

by Garrett Mastella ’21 

MS girls soccer 
notches 7-4 record 
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The varsity boys soccer 
team ended their long 18-game 
season with a record of 3-10-4. 
KO lost or tied their last six 
straight games of the season to a 
few powerful opponents including 
Avon Old Farms School and 
Worcester Academy, but beat 
Trinity Pawling on senior day. 

After winning a total of five 
games last year, KO has faltered 
this year, winning only three games.

 KO came off a tough 4-1 loss 
to the Taft School Rhinos to beat 
the Gunnery School Highlanders 
5-0 in an impressive shutout. 

Following what looked to 
have been a strong win to guide 
the varsity boys soccer team to 
a few more victories throughout 
the rest of the season, KO 
lost their next matchup 5-0 to 
Worcester Academy on the road. 

“Offensively we need to 
have a faster speed of play and 
take care of the ball. We have lost 
posession way too easily, and it has 
cost us goals going the other way,” 

said Co-captain senior forward 
Ben Putterman. “Defensively we 
have been pretty solid, but have 
made a few careless errors that 
have leads to goals. Winning the 
midfield battle has been a struggle 
and we need to do a better job of 
tracking back and marking up.”

After getting blown out 
by Worcester Academy Hilltop-
pers, the squad travelled to play a 
competitive Choate Rosemary Hall 
team. KO’s offense was productive 
as they scored a goal; however, their 
defense fell short, giving up two 
goals, causing the team to lose 2-1. 

“We can always improve, 
and, perhaps with some better 
defending at times and better 
finishing, we may have come 
out on top of the close games 
we had this season,” said Head 
Coach Paul Wright. “Our record 
is fair and reflects where we 
are right now in comparison 
to the competition we face.”

KO’s defensive struggles 
this past year became prevalent 
in late October when the team 
faced off against a tough Avon 

Old Farms team at home and 
lost 6-0. Following this rough 
loss against the Winged Beavers, 
the team tied Hopkins School 
Mountain Goats 1-1 on the road. 

Several upperclassmen have 
turned in standout performances 
this fall, including Co-captain 
senior goalie Trevor Krupp and 
Putterman. Putterman has scored 
many memorable goals this season 
to keep the Wyverns relevant in 
close games throughout the season. 

In addition to great play 
from Putterman this season, 
Co-captain junior striker Ryan 
Goss has played multiple positions 
this year without hesitation to help 
KO be the best they can be, and has 
also made a few fantastic goals.

“It is tough to single out 
just one player; however, senior 
defender Drew Nemirow has 
shown the biggest growth this 
season,” said Coach Wright. 
“Starting from near the bottom of 
the roster after pre-season, Drew 
is now our standout defender and 
a major contributor to the team.”

The Wyverns then played 

Wilbraham & Monson Academy 
at home and lost 1-0. Following 
the disappointing loss to the Wilby 
Titans, the varsity boys soccer team 
traveled to Williston Northampton 
School and tied the Bobcats 2-2. 

For the final home game of 
the season, KO played Trinity-
Pawling School; the Wyverns 
successfully shut down the 

Lions’ offense and won 2-1.
“For next year, we need to 

continue to strive for improve-
ment every single practice 
session, be competitive and have 
belief in our abilities, and hope-
fully continue to attract good 
talent who want to be a part of 
our team,” said Coach Wright.

Freshman midfielder Jackson Wolff strides past a Wilbraham and Monson 
defender on his way to goal. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

Boys varsity soccer victorious on 
senior day, finishes season 3-10-4
by William Gitlin ’17

Varsity football finds 
mid-season success

The varsity football team 
lost several games in the begin-
ning of the season but managed 
to bounce back and win games 
in the second half of the season. 

This year’s team is very 
young. They lost many skilled 
players last year who had key 
roles, said Assistant Head Coach 
Will Gilyard. Early season losses 
were due to this inexperience of 
the many young players, he said. 

But Head Coach Jason 
Martinez said that the team is 
learning to work together. “The 
team is starting to come together 
and starting to lead each other,” 
he said. He said this is what has 
led to success later in the season. 

On Saturday Oct. 29, the 
Wyverns lost a close game to 
Westminster. “It was a hard-fought 
victory,” said Coach Martinez. 
“We did well on defense and 
did some great planning.” The 
final score was 19-16 with the 
Wyverns scoring touchdowns in 
each of the first three quarters. 

Junior quarterback Ben 
Tauber passed to junior Anthony 
Melody for a touchdown and 
rushed for the other two. Melody 
kicked off three times for a total of 
159 yards, with his longest being 
60 yards. Junior Elijah Koduah 
and junior Christian Vitti had 
a total of 11 tackles combined. 

Eight penalties, costing them 
90 yards, set the Wyverns back, 
but an interception by freshman 
Wes Pierce helped to secure 

the win against Westminster. 
The following week, on 

Saturday, Nov. 5, the squad 
lost to St. Luke’s School 48-7. 
Coach Martinez said that the 
Storm is one of the team’s rivals. 

The Wyverns won last 
year by a good margin and came 
into this year’s game confi-
dent. Tauber had several rushing 
touchdowns and passed for two. 
Junior running back Ian Britt 
rushed for a total of 202 yards, 
averaging 10.1 yards per carry. 

Freshman wide receiver 
Justin Barron and sophomore 
wide receiver Coltrane Joseph 
had two interceptions and one 
interception, respectively, and 
senior tackle, defensive end 
Michael Loughran got two and 
a half sacks to push back St. 
Luke’s offense by over 25 yards. 

Coach Martinez said that 

by Kyle Zimmerman ’18

MS football goes
undefeated, 4-0

With a powerful yet inex-
perienced quarterback rota-
tion and a stellar offensive line, 
the Middle School football 
team closed the season strong 
with a 4-0 undefeated record. 

A scrimmage against the 
Hopkins School prepared the 
team for the long season ahead. 
After winning the game 20-14, 
both the coaches and the players 
said they realized they would 
have a strong season. “It showed 
the returning players how much 
they had improved,” said Coach 
Jim Weeks. He said it was a 
great way to see who could 
contribute at any given time.

This game set the tone for 
the season ahead. “The team this 
year is much deeper, more expe-
rienced, and more successful as a 
result of that,” said Coach Weeks.

Leadership on the team 
was shared between many of 
the eighth-grade returners. Head 
Coach Matt Kocay praised many 
of them, including Riley Gravel, 
Eden Nenshati, Mitchell Auto-
rino, and Adam Paszczuk. “The 
eighth graders really excelled at 
showing the younger kids how 
to behave,” said Coach Kocay.

The team played Hamden 
Hall Country Day School, where 
they yet again proved they had 
a bright season ahead of them. 

The team continued their 
winning record at home on 
Wednesday, Oct. 26, when they 
dominated Hamden Hall Country 

Day School yet again, coming 
out on top with a 28-8 win.

“We do a mix of condi-
tioning, a reasonable amount 
of hitting, enough for the kids 
to understand the fundamentals 
but not too much where injuries 
come into play, and walk through 
plays for the mental element of 
the game,” said Coach Kocay.

To keep the squad in prime 
condition, the coaches said they 
structured the practices so both 
elements of the game were practiced 
for a reasonable amount of time. 

The walkthroughs allow 
them to work on specific plays 
or moves, teaching everyone 
what needs to be done when the 
time comes, and have the plays 
be second nature to the players. 

The final game of the season 
was against the Hopkins School. 
It was an important game for the 
coaches, but most of all the eighth-
graders. It was their last game, 
and they wanted to make it count. 

Everyone played extemely 
hard, allowing them to come 
out with a commanding 30-20 
victory. “It was intense, we had 
built up a big lead, but in the span 
of a few minutes, that lead fell to 
nothing, Frankel said. “However, 
we really rallied and came out 
with the win,” eight-grade defen-
sive end Kyle Frankel said.  

“I would like to congratu-
late the whole team for raising 
their level of play, and their 
level of effort as well as being 
excellent teammates to each 
other,” Coach Kocay said.

Tauber has been performing 
very well this year. “Ben Tauber 
has been a consistent leader 
throughout the year,” he said. 

After the St. Luke’s game, 
Tauber had racked up a total 
of 496 passing yards and aver-
aged 16 yards per completion. 

He was also very successful 
with rushing this season, notching 

605 rushing yards and 10 rushing 
touchdowns. Coach Gilyard 
said that Tauber is not only a 
successful player, he also holds 
himself accountable as a leader. 

Last year the Wyverns 
defeated Rye Country Day School 
to secure themselves a spot in 
the Mike Atkins Bowl against 
Berkshire School. Although they 
could not compete in the bowl 
game this year because of early-
season losses, they were still able 
to go into the game with Rye 
Country Day School with positive 
thoughts. “We just try to focus on 
good energy level,” said Coach 
Martinez. “And we need to finish 
it strong. It will be a challenge.” 

The defense from the week 
before against St. Luke’s was the 
strongest it had been all season 
and the Wyverns’ success had 
been gradually growing up to 
the game against the Rye Wild-
cats on Saturday, Nov. 12. They 
were looking to take advan-
tage of this going into the game. 

The Wyverns would end 
up losing 35-0, but they were 
proud of their accomplishments 
during the season, Loughran said. 

“Even though we wanted 
to finish with a winnnng record,” 
he said, “the team consistently 
improved and grew together as a 
team, which allowed us to pick up a 
few wins and compete in our game. 

With a core group of juniors 
and underclassmen, the teams 
now looks ahead to the next 
season, and knows they will come 
back ready to work and improve.

by Henry Krieble ’21

“Ben Tauber has 
been a consistent 
leader.”    
 – Coach Martinez 
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Varsity girls soccer team hopes 
to finish strong at New Englands 

The girls varsity soccer 
team finished off an impressive 
regular season at 9-5-1, and has 
made the the New England Class 
B soccer tournament for the third 
straight year. They played St. 
Mark’s School in Southborough, 
Mass., in the first round of the 
playoffs on Wednesday, Nov. 16.  

Going into the tourney, 
Head Coach Tracy Deeter 
said the girls were looking to 
limit their errors and continue 
relying on key senior leadership. 

On Saturday, Oct.  19 
the girls traveled to the Hotch-
kiss School, where they were 
narrowly defeated 1-0. However, 
the squad bounced right back and 
claimed two straight victories, 
both shutouts, against Berkshire 
School and Millbrook School. 

The game against Millbrook, 
on Saturday, Nov. 5, was espe-
cially vital to the team’s chances 
of making the New England 
tournament, senior forward 
Co-captain Sam March said. “We 
knew we had to win that game 
to keep the tournament chances 
alive…my goal for the team 
was to have a shutout and that’s 
exactly what we did,” she said.

Fresh off these two domi-
nating performances, the girls 
lost in a competitive match-up 
at home against Taft School on 

Wednesday, Nov. 9, by a score 
of 2-0. However, the loss was 
not completely disheartening 
for the team, Coach Deeter said. 

“Even though we lost 
against Taft, the composure 
the team had during that game 
was so much better than when 
we played Porter’s,” she said. 

The two largest improve-
ments the girls have made over the 
course of the fall season have been 
their ability to remain composed 
and stay calm on the field, Coach 
Deeter said. “We stress to the 
players to keep the game simple. 
We’ve improved the most with 

our composure on the ball and 
just not panicking,” she said. 

Junior Abby Eberle agreed. 
“My goal this season for the team 
for the future is to support each 
other and stay positive,” she 
said. “We’re a younger team so 
mistakes are going to be made, 
but we have to pick each other up.” 

The team has only two 
seniors, March, and goalkeeper, 
Co-captain Meghan Dalton. 
However, the leadership on 
the squad has also come from 
juniors, Dalton said. Specifi-
cally, junior defender Julia Lant-
ieri and Eberle have both been 

by Michael Loughran ’17

Cross country team suffers from 
lack of runners at New Englands

 After competing in the 
Founders League Championships 
on Saturday, Nov. 5, the varsity 
boys and girls cross country 
team had hoped to finish off their 
season strong and successful 
at the Class C New England 
Championships held at Kimball 
Union Academy in Meriden, 
N.H., on Saturday, Nov. 12

“The season has been 
successful and we are hoping 
to finish off the season strong,” 
said boys cross country senior 
Co-captain Owen Cotthaus 
before the championship race. 

“The final races of the season 
have allowed the team to test their 
abilities and prepare for the New 
England Championships,” he said. 
“We have a lot of talent and expe-
rience on the team that will allow 
us to compete in our final race and 
hopefully come out with a win.” 

Interviewed before the race, 
Boys Varsity Head Coach Fritz 
Goodman said his squad is deter-
mined and prepared to finish their 
season with success. “The team is 
strong and determined,” he said. 
“Each race has allowed each runner 

to prove his or her worth and abili-
ties. The New England Champion-
ships is a chance for each runner 
to show their progress and efforts 
one last time against (the) competi-
tion and for the younger members 
of team to set new goals for next 
season,” said Coach Goodman.   

Unfortunately, neither 
the girls nor boys cross country 
team finished in the top 10 at 
New Englands. Both teams were 
plagued by the lack of runners 
who were able to participate. 
The  combination of few runners 
and many injuries led to a disap-
pointing finish for the two squads. 

G i r l s  c r o s s  c o u n t r y 
Co-cap t a in  Lau ra  Po l l ey 
said the November cham-

pionship  races  provide  a 
measure of the team’s success. 

“The final races of the season 
are practices to see and test what we 
can do as a team,” she said. “They 
allow us (the team) to see what we 
have achieved this season and what 
we need to do in order to finish 
the season off right. It has been a 
great season and am proud of what 
we have been able to achieve as 
both a team and individuals.”   

Boys cross country runner 
senior Ryan Silvers expressed 
his impressions of the team’s 
mentality and work ethic. “We (the 
team) have a determined mindset 
to worker harder each practice and 
become faster each race, in order 
to demonstrate our growth at each 
race,” said Silvers. “New Englands 
is my final race and hope the team 
and I are able to achieve success.”

B o y s  c r o s s  c o u n t r y 
Co-captain Noah Hawks-Ladds 
said the team has experienced 
both highs and lows this season. 
“The team has showed its strengths 
and weaknesses this season,” he 
said. “Although our passion and 
eagerness has allowed us to grow 
greatly as a team. The new addi-
tions in the team have shown their 

ability and drive to challenge our 
opponents this season. We hope 
to compete in our last race of the 
season and show our progress and 
growth we earned this season.” 

Assistant  Boys Cross 
Country Coach Ron Monroe 
shared his delight with the team’s 
efforts and showing this season. 
“We lost a lot of great runners 
from last year and knew it would 
be difficult to achieve the same 
success that we did in previous 
years,” he said. “However the older 
members and captains of the team 
were able set goals and challenges 
that helped build the strength and 
character of the team. The new 
additions and younger members 
of the team have also been shaped 
into better runners and leaders 
by the final races of the season.” 

Senior  runner Robert 
Balcezak said the team’s leader-
ship has shown great strength 
this season. “The older members 
and captains of the team,” he 
said, “have provided the motiva-
tion and mentality for the team 
to push through the final steps of 
each race and improve the confi-
dence of the younger runners. The 
team has a chance to show what 

we have completed this season in 
our final race. We are looking to 
not only challenge the competition 
in our final race, but ourselves.” 

Girls cross country Co-Capa-
tain Ariba Memon said she is 
excited for the upcoming season. 

“We are fortunate to have 
multiple leaders on the team 
to encourage and motivate the 
younger members on the team to 
push on through the final steps of 
the race,” she said. “Laura [Polley)]
and [senior] Lauren [McPherson] 
have been very influential in 
helping lead and motivate the 
team in practice and before races.” 

Senior David Bolley said the 
team has accomplished a lot this fall 
“We have come far this season,” 
he said. “We have completed 
many of our obstacles and goals 
set in front of us this season.” 

Hawks-Ladds agreed. “We 
have all worked hard this season 
and aim to finish our last race with 
a fight,” he said. “I have enjoyed 
the season very much and enjoyed 
being able to run with and captain 
each member of the team. It has 
been a great season and hope the 
younger members of the team 
will be successful next season.” 

by Nick Ravalese ’17

instrumental in motivating the 
younger players and demon-
strating hard work, Dalton said. 

“Being a young team hasn’t 
prevented us from being a strong 
team…I think we’ve come a long 
way since preseason,” Dalton said. 

Coach Deeter agreed. “The 
upperclassmen in particular have 
done a great job of making sure 
the freshmen felt comfortable 
on the field,” she said, “and as a 
result, they’ve come a long way 
since the beginning of the season.”

The leadership of the two 
seniors has been instrumental in 
the squad’s success. March has 
scored 18 goals during the regular 
season, averaging more than a 
goal a game, Coach Deeter said. 

“Scoring a team-high 
18 goals and having seven 
assists . . . that’s the difference, 
really. She has stepped up and 
matured a lot since her freshman 
year,” Coach Deeter said. 

Perhaps due to the model 
set by March and Dalton, the 
freshmen on the team have 
stepped up to fill numerous vital 
roles. “As freshmen, they prob-
ably didn’t expect to play basi-
cally every single minute of 
every single game, but they’ve 
really stepped up,” March said. 

After losing to the Rhinos in 
their last regular season game, the 
girls are now focused on advancing 
as far as possible in the New 

England tournament upon qualifi-
cation. Though the Wyverns have 
made this postseason play for the 
past two years, it’s still an incred-
ibly impressive achievement. 

“It’s very difficult to get 
into this tournament and the fact 
that we made it in the past two 
years and hopefully this year says 
a lot about the quality of players 
we’ve had,” Coach Deeter said. 

Of course, as the girls 
learned from being seeded second 
and getting knocked out in the 
first round last year, anything is 
possible in these tournaments, 

“You have to play the best 
if you want to win, so it doesn’t 
matter what seed we end up 
getting,” Coach Deeter said. 

In order to compete well in 
the playoffs, the team is focused 
on several aspects of their game. 
Two of the most important keys 
will be keeping the game simple 
and limiting errors, as the girls did 
against Pomfret, Coach Deeter said. 

“We also need to have 
high pressure from the start 
and to positively address our 
teammates…we need to focus 
on our tone,” March said. 

 

    

Ellie Bavier aggressively chases down soccer ball Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

We have a deter-
mined mindset 
nto work harder 
each practice and 
become faster...

– Ryan Silvers 

Senior Sam March 
has scored 18 
goals this season.


