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Opening assembly welcomes students
At KO’s annual opening 

assembly on Tuesday, Sept. 3, 
Connecticut Superior Court 
Judge Laura Flynn Baldini, 
a 1988 KO graduate,  told 
students to plan ahead, make 
good decisions and take advan-
tage of every opportunity. 

This assembly also included 
speeches by Head of School 
Dennis Bisgaard, Senior Faculty 
and History Department Chair  
Ann Serow and seniors Elijah 
Langston, Jake Leshem and 
Allie Kyff to welcome students 
to the 2013-2014 school year.

The assembly began with 
a short introduction from Mr. 
Bisgaard. After welcoming 
students, faculty and parents 
to the 104th opening assembly, 
he stressed the importance of 
community. “What we do each 
year is we start building a new 

community,” he said. “What we 
do every day is build community.” 

Mr. Bisgaard also gave a 
short welcome to Ms. Baldini, who 
would speak later at the assembly. 
“One day she sat in your seats, and 
now she does great things,” he said.

After Dr. Serow gave 
a brief introduction for each 
of the new faculty members, 
Elijah, who is heads the senior 
prefects, welcomed students and 
recounted his experiences at KO. 

“I would like to kindly 
welcome you all to a new KO 
school year,” he said. “I would like 
to thank all [the] people who make 
the prefect program possible.” 

Elijah then said directly to 
the new students that they would 
soon cherish KO, as he did when he 
¿UVW�FDPH�WR�.2�LQ�KLV�MXQLRU�\HDU��

“The KO communi ty 
quickly becomes your home 
away from home,” he said. 

Elijah ended his speech by 

by Will Martin ’14

saying that his time at KO has taught 
him the true meaning of the saying: 
“It takes a village to raise a child.” 

Following Elijah, Student 
Government  Speaker  Jake 
Leshem described his time at KO. 

He emphasized that he, similar 
to Elijah, regards the school 
as his home away from home. 

Jake also compared his 
experiences at KO to lyrics from 
popular songs from the respective  
time, mentioning “Not Afraid” 
by Eminem, “Can’t Hold Us” 
by Macklemore, and “Radio-
active” by Imagine Dragons.  

Jake then concluded his 
speech by telling students to learn 
lessons from the younger kids at KO.

Mr. Bisgaard awarded 
the Dux Prize to the students 
with the highest GPA from the 
previous school year: seventh-
grader Julia Deitelbaum, eighth-
grader Natalie Eckert, freshman 
Noah Stanton,  sophomore 
Benjamin Waldman, junior Lina 
Volin, and senior Sophia Kruger.

Next, Mr. Bisgaard presented 
WKH�FODVV�ÀDJ�IRU�WKH�&ODVV�RI������

KO to feature ADL program in October
On Friday, Oct. 4, KO will 

host Names Can Really Hurt 
Us,  a program presented by the 
Anti-Defamation League (ADL).  

Students in Forms Two 
through Six will attend and take part 
in small group discussions facili-
tated by KO students and teachers. 

In January of 2009, KO 
hosted another program by the 
ADL: The Truth about Hate.

Assistant Head of School for 
Student Life Carolyn McKee said 
KO decided on the ADL thanks to 
a recommendation of the program. 
The ADL is Connecticut-based.

Ms. McKee said the idea 
to bring the program back again 
was sparked by the results of 
last year’s survey on life at KO.

In the student survey, 
Ms. McKee said she looked at 
responses to statements with 
which fewer than 80 percent of 

by Grace Jarmoc ’14 students agreed or strongly agreed  
as a way to target problems around 
campus. For instance, when asked 
whether students at KO respect 
other students who are different, 
only 68 percent agreed or strongly 
agreed, while 32 percent disagreed.

Much of the student feed-
back from the survey asked KO 
faculty to make note of the culture 
of meanness, calling for more 
kindness from the student body. 

Ms. McKee said that the 
results of the survey are what 
led to the ADL’s return to KO. 
“We thought we should bring the 
program back,” she said, “given 
there was a culture of meanness 
that needed to be addressed.”

Ms. McKee said she thought 
the goals of the ADL program 
would be a great way to address the 
need for change around campus. 
“The goal is to create a culture 
of allies and get people thinking 
of the words they use and the 

power of their words,” she said.
Ms.  McKee sa id  the 

program is being held earlier in 
the school year, as opposed to 
the one in January four years 
ago in an attempt to address 
problems before they arise. 

“We wanted to do i t 
earlier in the year to keep revis-
iting the themes,” she said. 

With a new age of tech-
nology, Ms. McKee said that 
a lot of bullying happens with 
the help of cell phones and 
computers. “The Internet, social 
media, there are so many ways 
for kids to be mean without 
having to face someone,” she said.

Ms.  McKee sa id  the 
powerful program will affect 
different students in different 
ways. She also said she hopes 
the program will bring an end to 
any meanness around campus.

After the program has 
taken place, Ms. McKee said 

that the challenge will be to see 
how the themes of the program 
appear in everyday KO life.

Senior Associate Director of 
Admissions and Diversity, Inclu-
sion and Cultural Competency 
Advisor Joan Edwards said she 
saw positive benefits from the 
program four years ago when she 
ran it as a member of the ADL.

Ms. Edwards said KO liked 
the ADL’s program due to its 
goals. “We like that the students 
play a major role and teachers 
take a back seat,” she said. 

She also mentioned that her 
time working for the ADL gave 
her a wider perspective of student 
voices. “I see opportunity when 
people see obstacles,” she said.

In addition, Ms. Edwards 
said she thinks the program 
is helpful because it allows 
everyone to pause and have an 
open conversation about what is 
really on their minds. She said 

the plethora and diverse range of 
voices allow for great pride and 
admiration in students. “Perspec-
tive is empowering,” she said.

Ms. McKee said she hopes 
that both students and faculty alike 
can commit to following through in 
tough situations and use common 
language that they will have 
learned from the ADL program.

Student facilitator senior 
Nicole Roth said that attending 
the assembly four years ago as 
an eigth-grader prompted her 
to become a facilitator for the 
SURJUDP�LQ�KHU�¿QDO�\HDU�DW�.2��

She said that she thinks of 
the assembly very highly because 
of its positive effect on campus. 

“I  remember that  the 
assembly made such a good 
impact,” she said. “I think it 
is important to try and make 
the school a better and more 
welcoming place for everyone.”

.2�VHQLRUV�6SHQFHU�0DUWLQ�DQG�&ODXGLD�8GROI�KROG�WKH�&ODVV�RI������ÀDJ�
EHVLGH�+HDG�RI�6FKRRO�'HQQLV�%LVJDDUG���3KRWR�E\�+HOHQD�5RODQG�¶���
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As many aspects of educa-
tion have become more technologi-
cally advanced, the Global Online 
Academy (GOA) has brought 
online learning to a whole new level. 

This nonprofit consor-
tium of private schools accepted 
Kingswood Oxford into their 
program last spring, making 
it one of 32 member schools 
around the world, and one 
of only three in Connecticut.

The program is off to a 
vigorous start, with nine students 
already involved in fall classes 
and six planning on taking a 
class this spring. According to 
Jen Weeks, who is Kingswood 
Oxford’s site director for the 
GOA, they were hoping to have 
around 10 students take classes 
this year, and they met this goal.

Mrs. Weeks’ role in GOA 
at KO is essentially to act as a 
liaison between the program and 
the school. She is not the teacher 
of the classes, since GOA students 
have a teacher with whom they 
are able to interact with online, 
but she provides the students with 
resources and spaces to work. 

Already she has facili-
tated an orientation for the GOA 
students, where she introduced the 
technology of the program, and 
she is planning on holding group 
meetings throughout the semester 
as well as individual check-ins.

During the summer, six 
faculty members participated in 
the GOA’s professional develop-
ment program, a two-week intro-
duction to online learning. Mrs. 
Weeks said that there is a possi-
bility students could learn online 

during the summer as well, since 
GOA has summer classes, and 
students will possibly be eligible 
for the next summer.  More infor-
mation about this opportunity will 
be available around November.

This fall semester, KO 
students are taking the following 
online courses: Introduction to 
Psychology, September 11th 
in a Global Context, Japanese 
Language Through Culture, 
Online Journalism, Crimes Against 
Humanity, Music Theory and 
Digital Composition, and Medical 
Problem Solving. This variety of 
classes just goes to show the oppor-
tunities that the GOA can present.

When asked why she 
decided to take a GOA class this 
fall, junior Jen Shook said, “It 
just seemed like an option that 
wouldn’t be as much work as a full-
time class, while still giving me 
the opportunity to take something 
I wouldn’t normally be able to.” 

Participating students said 
this the main draw for the online 
classes: an alternative to brick-
and-mortar education that offers 
unique course opportunities, which 
can allow students to tailor their 
educational experience to their 
own interests and aspirations.

The online classes started 
a few days after regular classes 
FRPPHQFHG��DQG�ZLOO�¿QLVK�VKRUWO\�
EHIRUH�¿QDOV��6R�IDU��HYHU\WKLQJ�
seems to be going according to plan, 
and Mrs. Weeks said she is eager 
to see how this trial run plays out 
over the course of the school year. 
“I think the students seem ready 
to go,” she said, “and I think that 
we’re all interested to learn more 
about online learning and to get 
some feedback from the students.”

by Kate Betts ‘16

	��ȱ�ě���ȱ��������ȱ
new course options

Last summer, many changes 
were being made all over campus. 

While this summer, there 
were no immense projects as 
there were last summer with the 
repaving of the Outlook entrance 
and the restoration of the steeple 
on the top of Alumni Hall, but 
by no means does this mean 
that there wasn’t work done on 
changes made throughout KO.

S t u d e n t s  m a y  h a v e 
noticed one of them as a garden 
filled with towering sunflowers 
and tomatoes between Chase 
Tallwood and Seaverns Hall. 

The Buildings and Ground 
crew at KO worked throughout 
the entire summer in order to make 
sure the campus was pristine and 
ready for students’ return in the fall. 

³:H�FOHDQHG�WKH�YLQ\O�ÀRRUV��
shampooed all of the rugs, and did 
other general maintenance around 
the school,” said Jim Michaud, the 
director of buildings and grounds. 

Kingswood Oxford also 
owns property off the school’s 
campus, which needed to be 
worked on over the summer as well. 

“We painted the head 
of school’s house,” said Mr. 
Michaud, “and one of the five 
houses KO owns on Boule-
vard was in need of repairs. 
We ended up having to replace 
the house’s furnace and roof.” 

The budget for the build-
ings and grounds department, Mr. 
Michaud said, was recently cut in 

half, causing him and his crew to 
leave some projects for the future. 

“We were hoping to renovate 
the staircases in Roberts, as well as 
repointing (pushing out) the brick 
ZDOO�RI�5REHUWV��IDFLQJ�WKH�¿HOGV�´

Other than just the campus 
i tself ,  there were changes 
and improvements in the tech 
and theater programs at KO. 

“We have a separate budget 
for the upkeep and state of the 
art equipment,” said creative arts 
teacher Mark Kravetz, “because 
we believe that if KO students 
should go off to college and work 
in the tech programs at their school, 
they should be familiar with equip-
ment that is the same or even 
better than that of their college’s.” 

The tech program, which 
is responsible for smoothly 
running assemblies, the plays 
and musicals, as well as any 
student choral, band and orchestra 
concerts has acquired “a lot of fun, 
new toys” as Mr. Kravetz put it. 

“We purchased four more 
moving lights, or Elation 5 R Pro 
Spots,” he said, “which were used 
in the musical for the first time 
last year. These lights are used for 
dramatic effects by changing colors 
and having different patterns.” 

Other purchases include: 10 
LED backlights, which are state 
of the art and can instantly create 
any color; a Behringer X 32 Digital 
Sound Board, which allows queues 
to be programmed so there doesn’t 
have to be a person manually shut-
ting down and turning on mics as 
people come on stage; and new 
wireless mics, which bring the total 
number of wireless mics up to 20. 

“The tech guys are all 
really excited,” said Mr. Kravetz, 
“and we may try and get LED 
psychlights, which can color 
the whole back wall of the 
theater with any color we want.” 

 

by Jack Beckerman ‘15

Summer brings campus updates

7KH�JDUGHQ�JURZLQJ�RXWVLGH�RI�&KDVH��7DOOZRRG�DQG�6HDYHUQV�+DOO����3KRWR�E\�+HOHQD�5RODQG�µ���

Judge Baldini delivers opening assembly address

sixth graders Niko Rodriguez and 
Halle Wagner, and then presented 
WKH�FODVV�ÀDJ�IRU�WKH�&ODVV�RI������
to seniors Claudia Udolf and 
Spencer Martin. He then ceremo-
niously gave 2014 class plaque to 
senior class’ President and Vice 
President, seniors Tucker Charette 
and Sarah Gianni, respectively.

Senior Allie Kyff welcomed 
the primary speaker for the event, 
Ms. Baldini, with a short intro-
ductory speech. Allie said that 
during Ms. Baldini’s time at KO, 
she captained the varsity tennis  
and cross country teams and was 
sports editor of the KO News. 

Allie also spoke about Ms. 
Baldini’s accomplishments:  she 
is a Yale and Seton Hall Law 
School graduate, has worked for 
the Connecticut District Attorney, 

and has been a Connecticut Supe-
rios Court judge since 2010. 

Ms. Baldini began her 
speech by saying that she was 
very glad to be returning to KO. “I 
loved writing for the KO News and 
wearing the red and black, which 
I’m wearing today,” she said. 

Ms. Baldini said that she 
felt connected to the students 
in the auditorium because of 
their common bond to KO. “We 
all have one connection and 
that is Kingswood,” she said.

Ms. Baldini’s main messages 
to students were to have a plan, to 
PDNH�JRRG�GHFLVLRQV�DQG�WR�¿QG�
\RXUVHOI�LQ�RUGHU�WR�¿QG�VXFFHVV�
in life. She said that having a 
plan was important to her in high 
school because it kept her focused.  

“The second thing is prac-
ticing making good decisions and 
taking care of yourself,” she said. 

“Don’t do things that you will be 
embarrassed about later in life.” 

Ms. Baldini said that students 
should spend time discovering who 
they are, and learning to love them-
selves. “Think about the rich expe-
riences  you have ahead of you and 
think about who you are,” she said.

Ms. Baldini ended her 
speech by telling students to 
appreciate how they view the 
world and to treasure the rela-
tionships they create through life. 

“All of you have different 
ways in how you see the world 
and how you think about things,” 
she said. “Each of you will 
change the world, and [the way] 
you change it is yours to decide.” 

She ended her speech 
with one last piece of wisdom. 
“Take advantage of every 
o p p o r t u n i t y, ”  s h e  s a i d .

&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH��

Congratulations to Community 
Service Hall of Fame seniors!

������ȱ�������ǰȱ������ȱ�����Ĵ�ǰȱ�����ȱ���������ǰȱ
Mary Colliton, Fen Deskus, Jacqeline Dufour, 
Dan Dunham, Catherine Eatherton, Sarah Gianni, 
�������ȱ	��������ǰȱ��Ĵȱ	��������ǰȱ������ȱ
����¢ǰȱ
Grace Jarmoc, Owen Jarmoc, Jessica Joyce, Hope Kim, 
Keenan Line, Spencer Martin, Sarah Neary, 
Rachel Paley, Molly Papermaster, Max Petrie, 
Samantha Pinkes, Helena Roland, Nicki Roth, 
����ȱ��ě��ǰȱ������ȱ����������ǰȱ����ȱ�������ǰȱ
Neil Sonalkar, Claudia Udolf, Emma Waldman, 
Sam Wiseman, Rachel Yirigian, Mia Zilahy.
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A Wyvern’s Tale

by Maddie Pazzani ’14

The editorials below represent the collective opin-
ions of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Maddie Pazzani, Mary Lessard, 
	����ȱ������ǰȱ�����ȱ	�����ǰȱ���¢��ȱ��Ĵ�����ǰȱ
����ȱ������ǰȱ���¢�ȱ���£ǰȱ�����ȱ¢ěǰȱ������ȱ���-
son, Katherine Gianni and Sophie Kruger.
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 I have spent the past few months 
shopping around for where I will spend 
the next four years of my life – college. 
Like many students in the summer before 
WKHLU�VHQLRU�\HDU��,�VKXIÀHG�DURXQG�FROOHJH�
campuses on tours led by the brightest, 
friendliest kids on campus, who I’m sure 
had to pass some sort of test to make sure 
that they could speak to vaguely interested 
families and walk backwards at the same 
time. I listened to young, attractive admis-
sions representatives in business casual attire 
spout information about student life and 
academic offerings like the ideas of writing 
seminars and sketch comedy had just been 
invented and were unique to their school. 

,�ULÀHG�WKURXJK�WKH�JORVV\�SDPSKOHWV��
deleted their “thank you” emails before 
I opened them, and stressed about my 
standardized test scores and GPA. I’m 
not a big fan of the marketing aspect of 
the college admissions process – they’ve 
turned an education into a branded product 
that is advertized like a new car – but 
there’s not much I can do to change it. 

With all this thought about college, 
you can imagine my surprise in late August 
when I remembered that I actually had to 
complete one more year of high school 
before embarking on the magical journey 
of higher education. My shock deepened 
when I realized that my first experience 
with KO after a summer of college visits 
would be through the eyes of a freshman, 
as a student leader at freshman orien-
tation. The contrast was disorienting.

Freshman year feels like a lifetime 
ago. Sure, I walk the same hallways, I live 
in the same house, I eat the same things 
from the cafeteria. Ostensibly, very little 
has changed since then, but I feel like a 
different person. Maybe we all do. Think 
about it: at the beginning of freshman year, 

you probably hadn’t pulled an all nighter 
or thought about the SAT very much. 
Personal changes, too – maybe you got 
your license, found a new group of friends, 
or developed a different taste in music. 

KO is obviously a huge part of how 
I’ve grown, and I can’t be the only one. I 
know we don’t like to talk about it, but KO 
is really a remarkable school. We like to 
complain. Too much pressure! Homework! 
Sports! Clubs! I’ve heard from very few 
people in the past week who aren’t over-
whelmed, and that includes the freshmen.  
It all seems like an unnecessary hassle right 
now, and maybe on some level it is. But as 
much as I would like to think that I would 
be frolicking through my so-called golden 
years with ease if I didn’t have all this home-
work, I can’t imagine my life without it. 

Don’t misunderstand me – I don’t 
mean to sound like a soulless robot, and 
there are days when I would much rather 
do anything but schoolwork. It’s just that 
I have developed an enormous work ethic 
WKDW�ZRXOG�KDYH�ODLQ�GRUPDQW��ÀDEE\�OLNH�DQ�
unexercised muscle, if KO did not bring it 
out of me. I think it’s safe to say that every 
KO student leaves with some measure of 
self-discipline, personal awareness, and 
intellectual creativity . . . not to mention 
the quadratic formula burned into his or 
her brain and the ability to craft a sophisti-
cated thesis. In other words, KO doles out 
an exceptional education, asking for long 
hours and individual involvement in return. 

As for me, I could probably use a 
strong dose of my own medicine. I’ll prob-
ably be back to whining and complaining in 
a week, but I will do my best to remember 
that in the end, KO will have given me 
an education a cut above the rest. I have 
one more year here before I depart for 
college, and I still have about a dozen 
of mind-numbing applications to finish. 
I hope that they will be worth it, too. 

We as a staff of the KO News are upset 
and diappointed that KO did not recognize 
September 11th this year. Although it has 
been 12 years since this national tragedy, 
its effect on America and American citizens 
has not subsided with the passage of time.

It is an injustice to those who lost 
their lives that we do not recognize the 
day. Taking time for a moment of silence 
wouldn’t have impacted the school day 
in the least and it would have reminded 
students and faculty to cherish and respect 
the memory of those who lost their lives.

For next year, we encourage everyone 
in the KO community to remember the terror 
and sorrow that took place on September 11, 
2001, individually or as a school. In years 
immediately following the tragedy, both the 
Upper and Middle School circled the Senior 
Green and stood in silence as a bell tolled. 

This tradition has waned over 
the years, until even the tradition of a 
moment of silence during class ended. 

9/11’s impact on the KO commu-
nity was tangible; former KO News 
sports editor, Primus Medal recipient 
and Citizenship Committee member Jeff 
Bittner (’92) died in one of the towers 
during the World Trade Center attack.

We believe the KO community as a 
whole should memorialize all those who 
died on 9/11. It could be something as 
small and simple as a moment of silence or 
a few words said at assembly to acknowl-
edge the day, or an extensive, all-school 
discussion of the events at large during a 
workshop or advisee group. We encourage 
the KO faculty to address this oversight in 
years to come in order to properly mourn 
the victims of this heartbreaking event.

9/11: Not enough 
acknowledgement

Misuse of shared 
campus spaces

On September 16 an announce-
ment was put in the daily bulletin noti-
fying students that Commons would be 
closed for a day due to a mess of cafeteria 
dishes and silverware left in the space.

“The untidy state of Commons was 
reported to me by a teacher and I put the 
message on the bulletin,” said Assistant 
Head of School for Student Life Carolyn 
McKee.  “Commons has always been a 
vulnerable space for students to leave 
messy, and my goal was to get the message 
out early that if the area is disrespected, 
students won’t be able to use it,” she said. 

With areas like Commons, the 
cafeteria, and the lobby and the top 
floor of CT all available for student 
use, there is a level of respect that 
comes along with using these spaces.  

“During my time on lunch duty, 
I witnessed a student take their plate of 
salad, put it on their chair, and push the 
chair under the table instead of simply 

clearing it,” said senior Grace Jarmoc.
Senior Natalie Goldstein said that 

she also felt the cafeteria has been a target 
of disrespect. “I’ve seen kids making 
concoctions of soup and popsicles with 
napkins, and then leave the mess on the 
table for someone else to clean,” she said.

We are fortunate to have access almost 
all of campus, which helps make KO such a 
great place. It is our job to keep these spaces 
clean so that we can continue to use them.

“Everyone in the community shares 
these spaces, and treating them poorly affect 
severyone at KO,” said senior Mike Sequino. 

While it seems like common sense, 
respecting the areas we share is something 
that everyone in the KO community can 
keep in mind.  We have the responsibility to 
keep the spaces we are fortunate enough to 
have clean and in a state that everyone can 
use.  If not, we not only lose the privilege to 
use these spaces, but also lose part of what 
it means to be apart of the KO community.   

��Ě������ȱ��ȱ������ȱ
of a KO student

Good luck to Middle 
School soccer at the 
WISC tournament – 
We hope you whisk 
away a victory!
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Mind of McGuire

���ȱ¢��ȱ��ě�����ȱ����ȱȁ�����ǵȂ
It’s a Friday night, you 

are sitting on your couch with a 
bag of Cape Cod Chips, a can of 
Coke, and watching some awful 
reality show. You see a text from 
your mom that says, “Me and 
dad will be back later,” (awful 
grammar by your mother) and 
WKH�¿UVW�WKLQJ�WKDW�FRPHV�WR�\RXU�
mind is “Do my parents actually 
have a better social life than I do?” 

You then contemplate all 
those people you could call to do 
something, you think and think. 
Right before you text your best 
friend you realize that there is 
no point because you are already 
in a 2 XL shirt, (How did you 
actually get that shirt again?) 
which has chip crumbs all over it. 

You still smell like a 
raccoon from your sports prac-
tice and have no motivation to 
move more than three feet to 
grab the remote when you get 

sick of the “Vineyards” mara-
thon on ABC Family you’ve been 
watching for the past three hours 
(yes, it’s been three full hours). 

The main problem for you 
isn’t that you have the social life 
of a 73-year old who is on bed 
rest after hip surgery, but that 
you just unlocked your phone, 
which then means you HAVE 
to check Facebook, Twitter, 
Vine, and most of all Instagram.

 So, you pull up Twitter and 
see a bunch of people acting drunk 
when they really aren’t, someone 
complaining about their sucky 
life even though they go to a New 
England prep school, and some girl 
who is complaining about how the 
Starbuck’s lady spelled her name 
wrong on her pumpkin spiced latte. 

Then you pull up Instagram 
and you see a bunch of your friends 
in the classic “Happy Birthday 
Suzie!” post with 16 girls at a 
hibachi restaurant for a “surprise” 
party, which you weren’t invited 

to because you called Suzie a 
b**** at a freshman dance and 
still haven’t apologized. You 
continue to scroll and see more 
photos of Joe, Nick, and Jack at 
some rap concert, and you continue 
to scroll and see that Nicki, Angie 
and Brooklyn are also there. 

Then suddenly a certain 
feeling comes over you as you 
continue to scroll and see all 
your friends out having the time 
of their life and you just spent 
the past 15 minutes looking 
through the TV Guide trying to 
find an “undiscovered show.”

You suddenly start to hate 
yourself and think, “Why aren’t 
you out there living life and 
taking Instagram photos to make 
everyone jealous?” What is this 
overwhelming depressive feeling? 

Well I hate to inform you but 
you are suffering from Excessive 
Anxiety of Missing Out (EAOMO). 

You show the main symp-
toms of this disease, which 

are constantly going on social 
media outlets to check out 
other people’s lives just to 
make sure you are “living out 
a better life” than they are. 

Another key symptom you 
are displaying is liking people’s 
Instagram photos just so they 
will maybe start to like you and 
invite you to one of their amazing 
Instagram-esque experiences. 

Don’t worry; this disease 
is not life threatening and is 
very common among ages 14 to 
29. Some would suggest getting 
that EAOMO checked out, but 
honestly it would be a waste of 
your time.  Why? Because honestly 
you’re kind of being really stupid.

 You need to realize that 
little photo that Anna posted the 
other day of her on the beach 
was taken three months ago, and 
that other photo of Kendrick and 
that famous TV chef was also 
taken about four months ago. 

If you do not believe this, 

go back to their profile and go 
back about 80 photos and you’ll 
see the same exact photo but a 
GLIIHUHQW�¿OWHU�WKLV�WLPH��<RX�NQRZ�
what Anna and Kendrick were 
doing last Friday night? Nothing. 

Suddenly you feel better 
about yourself, and you absolutely 
can’t wait to tell all your friends 
about the stunt that Anna and 
Kendrick pulled by double posting! 

<RX�¿QDOO\�JHW�WKH�PRWLYD-
tion to get up and put that pizza 
in the oven. While you’re moving 
with that bounce in your step, you 
hear a voice in your mind that 
says, “By the way, sitting on the 
couch and eating chips with a 2 
XL shirt on is pretty cool; savor 
those moments; you can’t really 
get better than that. Also try to 
stay off Instagram; there are 
MXVW�ZD\�WRR�PDQ\�GDPQ�VHO¿HV��

So what do you do? Pre-
heat the oven and plop your-
self back on that couch like 
an Olympian high jumper. 

by Jack McGuire ’14

How much longer will the cookie crumble: Club Fair blues 
Food is singlehandedly one 

of the best things this world has to 
offer. The unexpected donut from 
a friend never hurts and always 
can lighten up someone’s day. 

Without food, advisee 
groups would most likely be at war 
every single time they met. While 
we don’t admit it, food consti-
tutes the strings that hold together 
most advisee groups at KO. 

Advisee groups certainly 
KDYH�WKHLU�EHQH¿WV��EXW�DUHQ¶W�LGHDO��
In a perfect world, we would be 
in a group with our best friends, 
but this isn’t possible. Food serves 
a mediating method of peace. 

7HPSHUV�FHUWDLQO\�FDQ�ÀDUH�
at a moment’s notice and just as 
quickly can be quelled. Food is 
more likely to momentarily calm 
these situations than legitimate 
human interaction. Yet, it doesn’t 
bother us that we rely on food to 
solve our issues instead of going 
about and fixing themselves.

We allow an inanimate 
object to not necessarily do our 
dirty work, but rather diffuse 
the situation until a later point 
in time. I’m almost certain that 

every single person would choose 
to eat a delicious donut in peace 
UDWKHU�WKDQ�EH�DURXQG�IRU�D�¿JKW�

This brings me to my main 
point, as this article has almost 
nothing to with solving advisee 
group feuds. While food certainly 
serves it purpose in diffusing 
tension, it only distracts people 
IURP�VLWXDWLRQV��)RRG�GRHV�QRW�¿[�
situations. It just pushes them off to 
be dealt with at a later point in time. 

The club fair is a mecca of 
distractions. The average person 
doesn’t care how much these 
students work in devotion to their 
clubs. They just want something 
to eat, and they couldn’t care less 
about putting their names down on 
a piece of paper for a tasty morsel. 

Heads of clubs go to such 
lengths as to stay up until three in 
the morning the night before the 
club fair, just to bake a delicious 
treat that’s going to serve as their 
most successful advertising tool. 

People rarely gravitate to 
booths that actually spark their 
interests at club fairs these days. 
They entrust their noses and 
stomachs as their GPS to navi-
gate the way through the fair. 

By the time they get to 

a booth, the first thing out of 
their mouth is usually a ques-
tion regarding food. If espe-
cially greedy and inconsiderate, 
one may just lunge for food and 
take off like a cheetah. Heads 
of clubs have to be extremely 
careful and keep a vigilant watch, 
being constantly ready to snatch 
the food before its gone forever.

The fair shouldn’t have to be 
like this. Clubs shouldn’t have to 
be worried about what food they’re 
making in order to attract members. 
Members should join because 
they’re genuinely interested in 
what the club has to offer, not just 
the latest type of brownie available.

This year’s club fair was 
dominated by the metaphorical 
“slutty brownie.” At almost 
every single booth a majority of 
people signed a piece of paper, 
took some type of baked good, 
and then ran off as fast as they 
could to the next booth to grab 
as much food as they could get.

Without a doubt the club 
fair needs an entirely new system 
that forces students to actually 
pay attention to what a club is 
bringing to the table, and not just 
the food they’re putting on top of 

it. What started as a mere incen-
tive and kind token of apprecia-
tion has turned into an entirely 
different beast. They really 
should call it the “Food Handout 
Fair,” rather than the club fair.

It’s never bad to have a 
reform, and in the case of the 
club fair I strongly encourage 
it. We can’t continue to support 
this system that brings in a 
low percentage of people who 
legitimately want to join a club.

By no means do I want 
to start a riot, but would it be so 
terrible to delay giving food until 
a later point in time, and actually 
thanking people for their genuine 
interest, rather than handing out 
cookies to the entire student body? 

Through pushing the 
delivery of treats to a later point in 
time, clubs can successfully weed 
out people who have no desire at all 
in joining their club. Granted, one 
could still ask what they made, but 
why should the club heads answer? 

If students had no idea what 
was being offered to them, they 
would no longer be distracted by 
the food in front of them and would 
be able to focus on listening to 
what the club is all about.  People 

would sign up out of legitimate 
interest and then be rewarded 
in the future with food at an 
unknown time as a nice surprise.

This proposal may appear 
to seem cruel to the stomach and 
nose, but could actually serve to 
EHQH¿W�VWXGHQWV�DV�ZHOO��,¶P�VXUH�
we all regret signing up for a club 
just to get a cookie and having or 
)LUVW�&ODVV�¿OOHG�ZLWK�XQZDQWHG�
emails for the rest of the year. 

,I�ZH�GRQ¶W�¿QG�WKLV�V\VWHP�
to be too harsh, I propose we 
adopt this system in order to 
better manage the club fair. 
We should move forward 
and change it for the better.

By delaying food we can 
remove the visual roadblocks at 
the front of booths at the club fair 
and replace them with genuine 
information about clubs, enabling 
people to sign up if they actually 
want to join and not just for a treat. 

&OXEV�VKRXOG�EH�GH¿QHG�E\�
what they’re all about and what 
they bring to the table. Sign-ups 
should not be affected by whether 
or not they have food. What ever 
happened to laurels and reputa-
tions? I don’t think it’d be so 
terrible to return to those ways.

by Max Bash ’15

Cartoon strip: the epic adventures of Walter the freshman!
by Anya Delventhal ’15
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The highs and lows of teacher-student relationships 

The conventional wisdom 
is that many teachers teach 
because there was, in their distant 
youth, a teacher whom they once 
admired.  I’m sure that’s true to a 
certain degree – I can name many 
teachers from elementary school 
right through to Shakespeare Camp 
this summer who have inspired me 
in many ways. But perhaps more 
interesting (and, I hope, instruc-
tional) are the stories about terrible 
teachers. We’ve all had them. It 
might just be that the reason I teach 
has more to do with these teachers. 

Miss Goetz, unfortunately, 
taught me to hate math. She recog-
nized early on that I embarrassed 
easily, and (with little provoca-
tion) could blush to an unbeliev-
ably deep red. Her idea of a good 
time was to call me “freckle-faced 
strawberry” (after a popular kids 
drink of the day) which never failed 
to inspire the familiar hot flush 
that came with being ashamed to 
be myself. Then, she’d point out 
my growing color to the rest of my 
classmates, who joined in the fun.  

This, however, was small 
potatoes. It might have even 
taught me a certain good-natured 
resilience as well as the ability to 
take a joke. But when multiplica-
tion facts reared their ugly head, 
things got worse. I could never 
¿QLVK�WKH�IDFW�VKHHWV�RQ�WLPH��DQG�
she seemed to take a special delight 

in pointing out to others that I was 
slower than most. All this so she 
could, once again, raise the color 
in my face. But Miss Goetz’s 
coup de grace came from her 
twisted idea of a practical joke.  

One day, as I was walking 
down the hall to math class – 
IRXUWK�JUDGH�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�\HDU�ZH�
changed classrooms for math and 
science which we thought was 
the height of sophistication – she 
called to me down the hallway: 
“Meg, you’re late to class. Go to 
WKH�SULQFLSDO¶V�RI¿FH�ULJKW�QRZ�´��
I stood, stunned. I was the orig-
inal goodie goodie. I didn’t go 
WR�WKH�SULQFLSDO¶V�RI¿FH�±�'RQDOG�
Hoffman maybe – but not me. I 
turned around and burst into tears.  

I passed other kids on their 
way to class, but somehow they 
had escaped Miss Goetz’ wrath.  
I was the only one singled out.  
By the time I got to the princi-
SDO¶V�RI¿FH��,�ZDV�D�WHDUIXO��VQRWW\�
mess. I confronted the secre-
tary who guarded the principal’s 
inner sanctum, and explained that 
Miss Goetz had sent me because 
I’d been late to class. I sniffled 
pathetically.  Mrs. Nemeth gasped.  
“I think there’s been a misunder-
standing,” she offered. “Your 
mother just dropped off your 
lunch because you’d forgotten it.”  

I grabbed my lunch and 
turned down the hallway, trying 
desperately to wipe the tears off 
my reddened face. But when 

I turned down the hallway to 
her classroom, there she stood, 
laughing at me. I’m sure she 
thought she was hilarious. Now 
you know why I teach English. 

On to high school: all 
girls, Catholic and small. Now 
lest you think that I spent four of 
my most formative years being 
indoctrinated into the intricacies 
of Catholicism (I was technically 
Episcopalian anyway) let me 
assure you that I had a spectacular 
education from some of the most 
open-minded, interesting women 
(and men) you’d ever want to 
meet.  We were taught to question 
rather than simply accept what 
we’d been told, and the majority 
of my classes were challenging 
and interesting.  But – and here’s 
the clincher – my sex education 
classes were taught by a nun.  

 Good old Sister Sullivan 
tried desperately, but she was, in 
so many ways, ill-equipped. My 
classmates ran the gamut from 
experienced girls whose primary 
recreation was devising ways to 
ask questions that Sr. Sullivan 
couldn’t answer, to those who 
blushed crimson when particular 
body parts came up for discus-
sion. (I’ll let you guess into which 
category I fell). I didn’t learn 
much about sex or, as the course 
was hilariously titled, “Marriage 
and the Family,” but by watching 
Sister Sullivan,  I certainly learned 
a lot about euphemism and ways 

to avoid difficult questions.
Perhaps the worst example 

of pedagogy came in graduate 
school. In order to be certified 
to teach, I enrolled in a master’s 
program in secondary educa-
tion. My first course was titled 
“Secondary School Curriculum” 
and included a textbook with 
the same alarmingly dry title.  

Our f irs t  assignment, 
which we’d been given a week to 
complete, was to read a 30-page 
chapter stuffed with educational 
jargon. I read it. But it seemed 
crazy to me to spend an entire 
week on only 30 pages. After 
all, in college, I’d sometimes be 
assigned 50-100 pages in a text per 
night, and you probably get more 
homework than that here at KO.   

I guessed that if she wanted 
us to read only 30 pages, we were 
going to be expected to know them 
cold. So, having not fully recovered 
from my fourth grade do-bee days, 
I read the chapter again. I took 
notes.  A few more days passed, and 
still, I wasn’t fully comfortable.   

The night before class was to 
meet again, I outlined the chapter.   
The next day in class – remember, 
this was a class on EDUCATION 
– the professor literally read us the 
chapter. Every once in a while, 
she’d stop to offer a comment 
or take a question. I didn’t know 
much about education at that point, 
but I certainly understood irony. 

The idea of an education 

professor reading a text to us – 
a text that we’d presumably all 
already read – in order to help 
us become better teachers would 
have been downright hilarious 
if it hadn’t been so dreadful. 

These stories are all true, 
but I think that, over the years, my 
outrage has mellowed. I realize 
now that these women (they were 
all women) were probably doing 
their best. I believe that Miss 
Goetz’ humor was probably some 
misguided way of expressing her 
affection, that Sister Sullivan had 
been put in a pretty impossible 
predicament, and that my educa-
tion professor – well, I’m not 
sure how to explain her behavior.  

Even when we pointed out 
the ridiculousness of her methods, 
she calmly carried on . . . reading 
the text right back to us.  At least 
I learned not to do the home-
work.  The stories are important 
though, because they remind me 
(as they should you) that teachers 
are human beings. They make 
mistakes. They’ll have bad days.   

Sometimes, not every-
thing is their fault (and some-
times it is). But no matter what, 
they’ve chosen this job because 
they enjoy their subject and they 
enjoy you.  Really.  It’s hard work.  

If your teachers have bad 
days, or weird quirks, cut them a 
little slack.  If you’re lucky, they’ll 
probably do the same for you.    

by Mrs. Kasprak 

Spreading positivity at KO: why it’s always cool to be kind
by Katherine Gianni ’14

A few nights ago, I came 
across a quote online during a 
time at which I was undoubt-
edly procrastinating my home-
work.  The quote reads as follows: 
“When someone speaks of you 
QHJDWLYHO\��EH�ÀDWWHUHG���7R�EH�LQ�
someone’s mind is to have power 
over them. Revel in the fact that 
they subconsciously reserve 
thoughts and energy for you.”  

I paused for a while after 
reading this, and really thought 
about what the quote was 
saying. I loved how it turned a 

bad scenario into a good one, 
simply by suggesting that you 
look at the circumstance in a 
different, more positive way.

As the students of KO have 
HQGXUHG�WKH�¿UVW�IHZ�ZHHNV�EDFN�
to school, I’ve been noticing some 
tension on and off campus.  Maybe 
it’s because we’re re-adjusting to 
school life, the stress of home-
work, hard practices and games, 
standardized tests, and multiple 
grueling college applications.  
Obviously, the pressure of all 
of these factors combined can 
cause even the sweetest mood 
to turn sour and the most upbeat 

person to lose the hop in their step.  
However, taking out on 

someone else any negative 
emotions you may be feeling will 
do nothing to solve any problem or 
relieve any stress – in fact it will do 
just the opposite.  Sadly, however, 
I feel as though this method is 
used quite frequently at KO.

We are so quick to unleash 
negativity that sometimes we 
don’t even realize how it could 
affect or does affect those upon 
whom we are releasing it.  This 
harshness is something that, 
while in the moment might not 
seem like a big deal, can have a 

greater effect on a person than 
you may ever come to realize.

Now I obviously know that 
not everyone is going to take what 
I have to say next seriously. Some 
ZLOO�MXVW�¿QLVK�UHDGLQJ�WKLV�RSLQLRQ�
and go on with no impact having 
been made on them at all, and that’s 
¿QH���+RZHYHU��,¶P�ZULWLQJ�IRU�WKH�
ones who might take the time to 
really think and make a change.  

Although it’s corny and 
has been said time and time 
again, I think the solution to 
our problem is simple. Take it 
upon yourself to watch what 
you say to people. That’s it. 

Now this may be easier said 
than done, but I honestly believe 
that if everyone made a conscious 
effort to keep any negative feel-
ings at bay and not lash out, 
then we as a student body and a 
community would be far better.  

Additionally, if you’re on 
the opposite end of the spectrum 
and negativity from others is being 
released upon you, think back to the 
quote I referred to earlier.  Or, if that 
one doesn’t speak to you, try this 
one, “Never be bullied into silence.  
Never allow yourself to be made 
D�YLFWLP��$FFHSW�QR�RQH¶V�GH¿QL-
WLRQ�RI�\RXU�OLIH��GH¿QH�\RXUVHOI�´�

Senior Green debate: seniors only, or a privilege for all students?
by Will Martin ’14 
     and Thomas Wilson ’14

A ghost is haunting the 
Kingswood Oxford campus — the 
JKRVW�RI�GLVVHQVLRQ��7KH�¿UVW�WKUHH�
weeks of school have been inun-
dated with heated and polarizing 
talk of the relationship between 
seniority, respect, and grass. 

Many have noticed a severe 
lack of recognition from the 
freshman, sophomore, and junior 
classes regarding the long lasting 
tradition of the “Senior Green.” 
Supposedly, people have been seen 
running across the green before 
they have started their fourth year 
of high school or acquired permis-
sion from the current seniors. 

Furthermore, a multi-
tude of seniors have apparently 
been too lenient with allowing 
younger students on the sacred 

shrubbery often resulting in 
more non-seniors than seniors. 

KO News editors Thomas 
Wilson and Will Martin will defend 
both sides of the much-debated 
topic of how important the tradi-
tion of the Senior Green really is, 
and whether something should be 
done to ensure it remains untainted. 
To present the defense for allowing 
non-seniors on the Green, Thomas 
ZLOO�¿UVW�ZULWH�DQ�RSLQLRQ��IROORZHG�
by Will’s opposing viewpoint.

7�:��,�UHPHPEHU�D�VSHFL¿F�
class with the, now gone, 
French teacher Lisa Loeb in 
which she spent one-third of her 
allotted teaching time ranting 
about the exclusive and elitist 
aspects of the Senior Green. 

She talked about her daughter 
getting bullied for running across 
the muddy Senior Green because 

she was late to class and it was 
pouring rain. The punishment for 
such an offense? Her books getting 
thrown into the mud followed by 
an after school detention. The 
seniors who destroyed her books 
continued his week with impunity. 

In my humble opinion, the 
whole concept of the Senior Green 
is dumb. It is simply a vehicle 
for unneeded supremacy and an 
inhibitor of inter-class relations. 

Each member of the school 
pays the same tuition, and should 
therefore have equal access to 
what the school has to offer. 
There are very few places on 
campus to sit around and lounge 
outside other than the overly 
exclusive Senior Green, resulting 
in unhealthy envy and discomfort. 

What I don’t understand 
is why the senior class cares so 

much about the infamous Green. 
We could be the class that starts a 
revolution, breaking tradition and 
spitting in the face of conformity. 

We would leave something 
to remember our class by, some-
thing that would be remembered 
for as long as KO exists as a 
school. Teachers would tell tales 
of “the chill class” that changed 
everything. Ultimately, there is 
no need to create more inequality 
and exclusiveness on a high school 
campus than there already is.

W.M: Honestly, it doesn’t 
make much sense to uproot the 
time-honored tradition of the 
Senior Green because this year’s 
underclassmen don’t want to 
follow the rules. Before this year, 
exceedingly infrequently were 
there any problems with non-
seniors walking on the Green. 

This was because people respected 
KO’s well-known tradition. 

Underclassmen stayed off of 
the Green because they knew that 
they would get just as much time 
on it as the then-current seniors 
when they entered their last year 
of high school. The idea that there 
is limited equality between grades 
so long as the Green exists is false. 

All students get an equal 
amount of time on the Green: one 
year, to be exact. The fact that 
seniors get to spend their year on it 
now as opposed to later is because 
they’ve paid their “dues” before 
the underclassmen. The reason 
that the Senior Green’s policy has 
endured is because all students 
will eventually get to be seniors. 
Every student at KO will someday, 
get to have the Senior Green just 
for his or her own grade to cherish.
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by Virginia Villa ‘14

While KO students have 
been busy getting re-acclimated 
to the new school year, Toronto-
native rapper Drake has been busy 
amping up the world for the release 
of his highly anticipated third 
studio album, “Nothing Was The 
Same.” In the past eight months, 
Drake has dropped singles such 
as “Started From the Bottom” and 
“Hold On, We’re Going Home,” 
two completely different songs 
that have listeners champing 
at the bit to get their hands on 
“NWTS.” However, the album 
leaked online in early September 
as probably every student at KO 
knows, thanks to recent graduate 
Romil Hemnani’s Twitter, so 
many, including myself, have 

gotten a taste of the new sounds 
from the man who seems to be the 
most tortured guy in the game. 

,�ZHQW�LQWR�P\�¿UVW�OLVWHQLQJ�
of the album not really knowing 
what to expect. With the release 
of “Started From The Bottom,” I 
knew there’d be a more conven-
tional and cocky side of Drake 
on the album, you know, the side 
that makes you feel like your used 
Toyota is actually a Maybach. On 
the other hand, the release of “Hold 
On, We’re Going Home” left me 
in a much more pensive state, as 
Drake teased with his soulful and 
tortured crooning. Then again, 
the same pattern was followed 
on “Take Care,” which had tracks 
like “The Motto” and “Marvin’s 
Room,” again, two totally different 
songs that somehow come together 

seamlessly to show us exactly 
what Drake is about. I finally 
listened to the “Nothing Was The 
Same” in its entirety and real-
ized this: Drake knows what’s up. 

The album starts off with 
“Tuscan Leather,” a lengthy 
reminder of Drake’s accomplish-
ments and confidence with an 
up-tempo beat that’s sure to get 
even the mellowest of the mellow 
hyped up. Drake wastes no time, 
though, and ushers in Heartbreak 
Drake with the slow and tortured 
“Furthest Thing.” This song takes 
listeners to a new depth of Drake’s 
soul as he recounts his faults and 
regrets with lines like, “the furthest 
thing from perfect like everyone 
I know” over a beat that reaches 
deep down and tugs at your heart. 

Overall, the album distrib-

utes Drake’s somewhat split 
personality pretty evenly, but it 
goes even deeper. Anyone can 
listen to Drake’s high-energy hits 
and feel good because they feel his 
FRQ¿GHQFH��EXW�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�WKHVH�
songs juxtaposed with the anguish 
and torment of Heartbreak Drake’s 
slower sets actually reveals a 
lot about the rapper as human.

'UDNH�FRQWLQXRXVO\�ÀDXQWV�
his successes like pretty much 
any rapper out there, but what sets 
him apart is his equally prevalent 
tendency to be totally self-depre-
cating, a quality that I think a lot 
of rappers are afraid to show. The 
thing is, this is the best part about 
Drake’s music; it’s what you want 
to listen to when you wanted to 
get pumped up, but also what you 
want to hear when a relationship 

goes south. Drake can release 
one song that makes him seem 
like he’s on top of the world, but 
at the same time he can serve up 
a poetic revelation that this fast-
paced and hedonistic lifestyle is 
not always what it seems, espe-
cially when it comes to personal 
relationships and self-identity. 

“Nothing Was The Same” 
is the perfect demonstration 
of what I gather to be Drake’s 
inner battle with himself; the 
battle between not caring what 
anyone thinks about him and 
wondering if he’ll ever be where 
he really wants to be. My opinion? 
“NTWS” is going to be huge, 
and it’s going to cement Drake’s 
position in the music industry 
as a real artist, not just a passing 
phase of the Young Money brand. 

Late-start Thursdays
coddle KO students
by Abhilash Panthagani ’14

If you hate the ACT and 
the SAT, I’m right there with 
you, and yes “hate” is a strong 
word, but they really are dreadful. 
However, I’ve come to make 
the most of them through the 
reading and writing sections, 
(Ripley’s) believe it or not.
Lately I’ve been experiencing 
these moments where I’m sitting 
in a class such as political science 
with Doc or psychology with 
Mrs. McKee, and I have a type 
of “epiphany moment.” It’s a 
feeling of: Didn’t this just happen? 
Weren’t we just discussing this? 

Topics that I have read 

SATs, ACTs: the enlightenment 

at the end of the testing tunnel

So, I believe that Miley 
Cyrus just gets a bad rep. Honestly, 
she’s a good kid at heart. We all 
saw that in Hannah Montana; heck, 
I even went to her concert! She’s 
recently been known for twerking, 
but who doesn’t like a good twerk 
every once in a while? Her VMA 
performance with Robin Thicke 
exposed her butt while sexually 
dancing to his hit song “Blurred 
Lines,” but she’s an entertainer 
and weren’t we entertained? As 
senior Tyler DiFrancisco said 
“I love her and she’s perfect.”

It all started with her 
double-life hit series on Disney 
Channel. During the day she 
was meek Miley Stewart, but at 
night she was poppin’ Hannah 
Montana. Maybe this double 
life foreshadowed her wild side 
that is now out for public view. 

“Hannah Montana” illus-
trated her family values with her 
dad being on the show and her 
country roots. At this point her 
music was appropriate and directed 
toward young girls. This led to 
many successful albums and tours 
around the world, not to mention 

her blockbuster hit “Hannah 
Montana: The Movie” in 2009. 

She started to stray away 
from her Hannah Montana persona 
after the movie. She was the leading 
actress in her 2010 hit movie “The 
Last Song” and also started coming 
out with her own music, “Party 
in the USA” being everyone’s 
favorite (and still a jam today). 
Also in 2010, her album “Can’t 
Be Tamed” was released. This 
album appeared to be a precursor 
for her reckless behavior today. 

An obvious cry for help 
emerged when she decided to cut 
off her beautiful hair. Since then 
the road has been rough. Shortly 
after she released her new song 
“We Can’t Stop” on June 3, 2013 
she faced several critics due to 
the controversial line referencing 
cocaine. Not only does she make 
a reference to dangerous drugs, but 
also the music video was provoc-
ative and revealed too much of 
her body for her young viewers. 
However, she’s just doing what 
will sell, because it did reach No. 
2 on the USA Billboard top 100. 

Things reached a new level 
when her newest video “Wrecking 
Ball” was released last week. She 
could be seen riding a construction 

wrecking ball without any clothing 
on (this isn’t porn Miley . . .). She 
also continues to lick things, but 
that’s besides the point. C’mon 
Miley. This song reached No. 1 on 
the USA Billboard top 100. Does 
this mean that the more contro-
versy you stir up, the more popular 
your music is? Does this mean that 
for people to be recognized in this 
day and age they need to lose all 
respect for their bodies? On the 
other hand, this song does show-
case Miley’s insane vocal skills. 
So maybe the attention from the 
video was just because she’s a 
good singer . . . I don’t know. 

No matter what anyone 
says, Tyler and I both love Miley 
Cyrus. Maybe she twerks too 
much, maybe she licks too many 
things and maybe she shows too 
much skin, but she’s a great artist. 
6KH�MXVWL¿HV�KHU�UHFNOHVV�LPDJH�E\�
saying, “I was an adult when I was 
supposed to be a kid. So now I’m 
an adult, and I’m acting like a kid.” 
Some may think she is getting too 
crazy, but, as she says in “We Can’t 
Stop,” she’s just gotta, “forget the 
haters” so that she can live her life 
the way she wants and not conform 
to the way society wants her to act. 

What’s better than an 
extra hour in the morning before 
school to a sleep-deprived and 
hormonal teenager? But what has 
caused a previously unrespon-
sive administration to institute 
these late-starting Thursdays?

Undoubtedly a result of a 
coalition of overprotective mothers 
who can’t bear to see their kids 
go to school without a smile on 
their faces every day, the school-
imposed late Thursdays do little 
to actually alleviate any true stress 
from the student body. If the school 
genuinely wanted to grant their 
students more time to sleep, they 
would reduce the homework load, 
require sports to end earlier, or just 
start school later every single day. 

Thus the late Thursdays 
can be seen as a shallow tactic to 
appease an army of mothers and 
their unreasonable demands. And 
in actuality more time can actu-
ally be a detriment to a student’s 
education. Seniors who take a 
season off can attest to the fact that 
even with no sports commitment, 
a majority of their work is done at 
midnight or later. The real problem 
is the modern student’s lack of 
time-management, and giving 
students an extra hour of sleep 
GRHV�QRW�¿[�WKLV�LQQDWH�SUREOHP��

Kingswood Oxford is a 
college-preparatory school, a 
school that prepares kids for a 
life that is filled with deadlines 
and commitments and a dearth 
RI�WLPH�WR�IXO¿OO�ERWK��7KH�PRUH�
pressure that a student can handle, 
and the less that he or she is 
coddled, the more a student will 
EHQH¿W�IURP�DQ�HGXFDWLRQ�DW�.2�

Most important, these late 
Thursdays cause class periods to 
shave off a few minutes of time 
dedicated to learning. Although 
the damage is minimal, what 
the school should be doing is 
promoting the classroom, and not 
taking time away from it because 
¿UVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW��.2�LV�DQ�HGXFD-
tional institution, meant to instruct 
and teach,  not to ensure that their 
students get a good night’s sleep 
every night. Teachers struggle to 
¿W�WKHLU�ZKROH�DJHQGD�LQWR�FODVV�
time already, and even a mini-
mally shorter class period can 
fluster a teacher who is already 
behind their original schedule.

Nevertheless, there are 
EHQH¿WV�WR�WKLV�V\VWHP��6WXGHQWV�GR�
begin the day with more energy, 
and it’s an irrefutable fact that a 
student’s performance at school 
increases as their alertness and 
awareness increase. However, 
will  cosseting the student 
body ultimately benefit them?

between my test practice and 
the actual tests themselves have 
shown up in my actual “school 
studies.” For example, months 
ago I had read a passage on a 
practice reading section about 
Alexis de Tocqueville. For those 
of you who take political science, 
you know how important he is. (I 
hope you’re reading this, Doc.) 

I  was also si t t ing in 
psychology one day when Ms. 
McKee brought up people who have 
Phantom Limb Syndrome, which I 
DP�EDVLFDOO\�D�FHUWL¿HG�GRFWRU�RQ�
the subject, all thanks to the ACT. 

So what I’m saying is, being 
“forced” to read all these passages 
or write essays on controver-

sial matters, maybe, just maybe, 
allows a small piece of  knowledge 
to stick in the back of your mind.

Other than the obvious 
(getting into college), I have 
gotten something, even if it’s a 
small amount, out of this, other 
than...college!(See a theme here?) 

To rising ACT and SAT 
takers: You don’t know what you’re 
in for. This may sound cheesy, but 
¿QGLQJ�FRQQHFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
tests and different areas of your 
real life can actually be rewarding. 
As  the girls soccer team (#wood-
socc) likes to say, “There are no 
punishments, only rewards.”

by Alayna Putterman ’14

by Julia McGowan ’15    
      with Melissa Lord ’15

We can’t stop (Miley Cyrus)

���Ȃ�ȱ�����ȱ���ȱ�����Ȃ�ȱȁ����Ȃ
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Upper School faces new schedule  
by Benjamin Waldman ’16

The student life survey, 
completed last year, shows 
that students want the Upper 
School schedule to change. 

A scheduling committee, 
composed  o f  admin i s t r a -
tors and teachers, is looking 
to address this concern by 
proposing a new schedule for 
the 2014-2015 school year. 

The committee will meet 
every other Friday morning from 7 
a.m. to 8 a.m. to discuss possibili-
WLHV��DQG�KRSHV�WR�KDYH�D�¿QDOL]HG�
version by December of this year.

Assistant Head of School 
for Academic Life and Director of 
the Upper School Natalie Demers 
says the consideration stems from 
the student life survey, conducted 
last year, in which students said 
a primary concern was that the 
school day is too hectic. Ms. 
Demers would like to remedy 

that feeling with a new schedule.
While she says the committee 

knows few details now, except for 
the fact that classes will be longer 
(and may vary in duration based 
on subject), her goal is to “create 
a new schedule that better meets 
the needs of students and faculty.”

The current schedule has 
“X periods”: one period off a day, 
but Ms. Demers says that time is 
currently taken up by labs, club 
meetings and other mandatory 
events. Ms. Demers said she hopes 
to add more free time for students. 

The Middle School insti-
tuted a new schedule for the 2008-
2009 school year called the “block 
schedule,” which features 75-80 
minute classes, three classes a day 
and sports during the school day. 

Scheduling committee 
member Travis Rains stresses that 
the new Upper School schedule 
will not be a block schedule.

“We are trying to align 

with the Middle School,” he 
said, “but we’re not trying to 
replicate the Middle School 
schedule . . . The Upper School 
schedule will be geared to 
Upper School-age students.”

Ms. Demers said one 
goal is to make the Middle and 
Upper School schedules more 
compatible, so that teachers and 
students who attend both during 
the day have an easier time.

“We need to keep the Middle 
School schedule in mind, to make 
the crossover schedules easier,” 
she said. “We want the sched-
ules to align in an effective way.”

Mr. Rains says that although 
the schedule should be student-
centered and “provide students 
with the best possibility to learn the 

material in a thorough way,” the 
faculty should also be an important 
FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��VSHFL¿FDOO\�LQFRU-
porating ample time for meetings. 

Student reaction to a new 
schedule has been mixed. Sopho-
more Ben Sullivan says he appre-
ciates the attempt to reduce the 
stress of the school day. “I think 
[a new schedule] is a good idea 
because we’re here for a long 
time,” he said.  “It would be nice 
to have fewer classes a day.”

 Speaking about the current 
schedule, he added, “It’s busy, and 
it’d be nice not to move around as 
much. More free time would also be 
good, because the day doesn’t end 
at three,” he said, referring to KO’s 
after-school sports requirement. 

Junior Jen Shook agreed. 

KO initiates new

course drop policy
by Mark Sheehan ’16

T h e  K O  d e p a r t m e n t 
chairs have changed the school 
policy for dropping courses. 

In previous years, students 
have been able to drop courses 
any time before the end of the 
¿UVW�VHPHVWHU�ZLWKRXW�KDYLQJ�WKH�
courses marked on transcripts, 
but, as of this year, students 
must drop courses by Oct. 1 to 
avoid any record of the course 
appearing on grade reports.

Courses can still be dropped 
after that date, but they will 
appear on transcripts and will be 
marked as “withdraw pass” or 
“withdraw fail,” depending on 
grades when courses are dropped. 

According to Assistant 
Head of School for Academic 
Life and Director of the Upper 
School Natalie Demers, there has 
been a flurry of students drop-
ping courses at the end of the 
¿UVW�VHPHVWHU�LQ�SDVW�\HDUV�GXH�WR�
being unhappy with grades, and 
the students who dropped courses 
had difficulty finding replace-
ment courses so late in the year.

D i r e c t o r  o f  C o l l e g e 
Advising Zaira Santiago said 
the old system was problem-
atic, because colleges want to 
see grades when seniors apply.  

If students switch into new 
courses to replace old dropped ones 
too late in the year, new teachers 
commonly struggle to assign 
them quarter and semester grades. 

“It’s hard for the new teacher 
to make an assessment of how new 
students are doing since they have 
not been in class long,” she said.  

These issues were espe-
cially problematic for seniors 
interested in applying to colleges 
with early deadlines commonly 
starting as early as Nov. 1. 

“There is an important 
balance between students’ having 
enough time to decide if they are 

capable of challenging courses 
and having to switch into easier 
courses soon if not,” said Director 
of Studies Dennis Sullivan .

Mr. Sullivan said Oct. 1 was 
the right balance point for the goal 
to get people into the right course.  

Teachers who were less 
actively involved in the policy-
changing process seemed to 
be pleased with the changes. 

“The change was a great 
idea because students  are 
wasting their time if they spend 
too long in courses that aren’t 
right for them,” said creative 
arts teacher Mark Kravetz . 

Mr. Kravetz said some 
students need to spend time in a 
course to see if the course would 
work out. He said the Oct. 1  dead-
line should give them plenty of time. 

Director of the Upper School 
Library Nancy Solomon also 
supported the changes, pointing 
to the fact that seniors would 
sometimes sign up for impressive 
looking courses that they knew 
they wouldn’t be able to do so 
that their transcripts would look 
good when applying to colleges. 

They would then drop 
the courses after applying, 
although she said she was unsure 
how many students did this. 

Ms. Solomon said that 
she was glad that students have 
a full month to decide on a 
course drop because a month 
should be enough time for 
students to figure out whether  
their courses are working out.

Some students expressed a 
less positive view of the changes. 
Senior Allie Stanton said that 
the period before Oct. 1 was 
QRW�UHDOO\�D�ORW�RI�WLPH�WR�¿JXUH�
out how you’re doing in a class.

Teachers seem to feel 
that the earlier October dead-
line for dropping courses is for 
the better, although students do 
not seem to be equally pleased.  

Sciglimpaglia named 
math, science, tech dean

Middle  School  math 
teacher Ann Sciglimpaglia, 
known to most students as “Ms. 
Scig,” has been named Dean of 
Math, Science and Technology, 
succeeding David Arnstein, 
who left the school last year.

S h e  w i l l  b e  o v e r -
seeing the math, science and 
technology departments to 
see what can be improved 
upon in each of these areas.

Ms. Scig has been a member 
of the KO faculty for 14 years. She 
has taught math at all levels in the 
Middle School, and has been the 
form dean and head of the math 
department in the Middle School. 

Ms. Scig said she likes the 
“new way of working” that comes 
with this new position. She also 
that there was “more problem 
solving” involved with her new job.

She said she will now work 
with people with whom she has not 
been able to work before such as 
Academic Dean of the Humani-
ties Patricia Rosoff. She said she 
is excited about “looking at the 
school as a whole, as opposed to 
just being in the Middle School.” 

Ms. Scig will continue 
to teach and advise in the 
Middle School. Being the Dean 
of Math, Science and Tech-
nology is an added task for her. 

When asked about the chal-
lenges of this position in compar-
ison to just teaching and advising, 
she responded, “It’s a different 
job; there is more to do, trying to 
formulate who we are as a school 
in math and science clearly.” 

6KH�VDLG�VKH�ZLVKHV�WR�GH¿QH�
more clearly what KO is about in 
terms of each subject. She said 
she will focus on two main areas: 
the curriculum and technology. 

Regarding the curriculum, 

she said she wants to do lots of 
research on what is being taught 
throughout the entire math and 
science curricula. She said she will 
especially look closely for gaps 
and overlaps among the different 
math and science courses,in order 
to make sure that everything 
important is being covered and 
that there are not as many repeats.  

Also, Ms. Scig said she 
intends to look at what courses are 
already offered at KO and what she 
can do to improve them, as well 
as look at new math and science 
electives that might be offered. 

Ms. Scig also intends to 
focus on the technological iden-
tity of the school. Technology is 
becoming more advanced every 
day, she said, and it can be very 

valuable to the learning process 
if used in a constructive way. 

She said there are many 
aspects of technology, including 
the questions of how to use 
the available technology and 
what type of technology should 
be used in a given setting, for 
example, tablets compared to 
laptops as mobile computers. 

Ms. Scig said she wants to 
devise an “academic tech plan,” 
which is a plan for teaching students 
certain technological skills. She 
said she is looking for ways to help 
students learn by using technology. 

“It is cool to look at the entire 
school in terms of technology,” she 
said, adding that, as the new dean, 
she hopes to improve numerous 
aspects of the entire school.” 

“Anything that makes school life 
less hectic is a good thing,” she said, 
noting that if periods were too long, 
it might be hard to stay focused. 

But some students and 
faculty said they would like 
to incorporate pats of the 
current schedule into a new 
schedule for next year.  

Jen said that an integral 
part of the current schedule 
is its X periods, allowing for 
“getting work done and relaxing.”

Mr. Rains said one of 
his favorite parts of the current 
schedule is its emphasis on meeting 
with teachers outside of class.

“Students should feel that 
they can see their teacher at any 
time and have a comfortable rela-
tionship to ask for that,” he said.

Have an opinion about the new late-opening Thursday schedule? 
Please email your thoughts to Will Martin @martin.w.14@k-o.org.

by Dan Miller ’15

0LGGOH�6FKRRO�PDWK�WHDFKHU�$QQ�6FLJOLPSDJOLD�KDV�EHHQ�QDPHG�'HDQ�RI�
0DWK��6FLHQFH�DQG�7HFKQRORJ\���3KRWR�E\�+HOHQD�5RODQG�¶���
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Bread and Puppet Theater, 
a well-known New England 
theater group, will be making 
a visit  to the KO campus 
as a part of the Goodman 
Banks Visiting Artist Series.

“What excites me about 
them,” said creative arts teacher 
Katherine Nicholson,  who 
organized Bread and Puppet 
Theater’s visit, “is they’re not 
Broadway and they’re not trying 
to be Broadway. They just want 
to communicate their message.”

Bread and Puppet Theater 
is one of the oldest non-profit, 
s e l f - suppor t ing  thea t r i ca l 
companies in the United States.
It was started in 1963 by Peter 
Schumann and is celebrating 
its 50th anniversary this year.

On the Bread and Puppet 
website, Mr. Schumann wrote: 
“We believe in puppet theater as a 
wholesome and powerful language 
that can touch men and women and 
children alike, and we hope that our 
plays are true and are saying what 
has to be said, and that they add to 

your enjoyment and enlightment.”
These words communicate 

Bread and Puppet Theater’s core 
value, which is to teach through 
theater and not just put on a show. 
This is why many teachers are 
excited to have them perform at KO.

“[Bread and Puppet] do 
work that is both interesting 
visually and makes a statement 
about the world around us,” said 
creative arts teacher Dawn Love-
land. “It is a huge privilege to 
have them come here and to be 
able to experience their work.”

The theater troupe will 
be preforming the show “Total 
This and That Circus” during a 
3X assembly, as well as “The 
50 Years of Bread and Puppet” 
at 7:30 on Oct. 25, which 
will be a free performance.

“Total This and That Circus” 
will include a battle against F-35 
jets, the miraculous birth of a calf, 
a giant face trying to see who’s 
running back and forth between 
his ears, the tar sands pipe-
line, some very tall people with 
wooden legs, all kinds of animals 
from zebras to some very inter-

fering turkeys and much more. 
Not only that, but the act will be 
accompanied by their circus band.

The other show, “The 50 
Years of Bread and Puppet,” will be 
D�VHULHV�RI�¿YH�VKRUW�VKRZV�WKDW�VSDQ�
the 50 years that Bread & Puppet 
Theater has been in existence. 

The first of the five will 
be “King Story,” an early 
anti- war piece that was origi-
nally performed at the March 
on Washington in Oct., 1967.

Then “President and Chair” 
will be preformed. It was created 
in 1982 and is a ridiculous puppet 
show that makes fun of puppet 
shows and election campaigns

Next will be “The Foot.” It 
was also created in 1982 for the 
rally in New York City where 
one million people demon-
strated against nuclear weapons.

The fourth act is “Courage,” 
a show from the mid to late 1990s 
that includes a flying lesson.

Finally, “A Man Says 
Goodbye to His Mother” will 
be performed. It was origi-
nally created and performed 
during the Vietnam War Era.

Bread and Puppet Theater to visit
by Anya Delvanthal ’15

T h e  K O  t e c h n o l o g y 
department has taken learning 
to a whole new dimension 
by purchasing a 3D printer. 

The tech department, specif-
ically network administrator Dan 
Bateson and robotics coach Sarah 
Lamb, brought this idea to the 
table, and the idea was supported 
by the Director of Financial Aid 
$ODQ�&RPULH�LQ�WKH�EXVLQHVV�RI¿FH���

“It is clear that most indus-
tries will be impacted by the pres-
ence of affordable 3D technology, 
from industrial fabricators and 
biotechnology researchers to DIY 
makers,” said Mr. Comrie.  “I think 
WKLV�LV�D�¿UVW��VPDOO�VFDOH�VWHS�WR�
putting cutting edge technology 
in the hands of our students.”

As technology advances, he 
said, KO also needs to advance.  
“We talk about being a 21st- 
century learning school,” said 
Mr. Comrie. “I think that 21st- 
century learning means learning 
three dimensions and that means 
that the 3D printer is perfect.”

The 3D printer will be used 
VSHFL¿FDOO\�E\�WKH�URERWLFV�WHDP�
and the digital arts department. 
“I got it so the robotics team can 
be able to build custom parts and 
to help the art department explore 
3D space,” said Mr.  Bateson. “It 
will get future engineers hands-
on experience with the tool 
that they might use in college.”

7KH�VSHFL¿F��'�SULQWHU�WKDW�
KO purchased is the MakerBot 
Replicator 2 desktop 3D printer.  
“[The prints] are made out of 
melted hard plastic, and [the 
printer] builds the image from 
the bottom up,” said Mr. Bateson.  
“We went with this one in partic-
ular because because it’s the right 
size for what the robotics team 
needed and it has a large support 
community. It’s fast cooling 
and the plastic is recyclable.”

The robotics team say they 
are really eager to take advantage 
of the new tool. “In robotics the 
materials are pretty wide open, 
so having the option to fabricate 
our own parts is a huge advan-
tage,” said Ms. Lamb. “This is 

where is technology is heading.”
Robotics Co-Captains Rob 

Scappaticci and Mike Sequino, 
say they are also excited to use 
the 3D printer.  “It’s good learning 
for 3D modeling and how to do it 
properly,” said Mike. “I’ve used 
it to print a phone case, but there 
are all sorts of useful things.”

Rob added, “It will allow 
us to manufacture custom parts 
that we model in our computer-
aided design software, providing 
WKH�URERWLFV�WHDP�ZLWK�ÀH[LELOLW\�
in terms of custom designs.”

Creative arts teacher Greg 
Scranton, who teaches the media 
arts class, said he is eager to 
utilize this new tool. “I think 
about my Design Tech course, 
which is a Form One class where 
students explore the impacts of 
technology,” said Mr. Scranton. 
“In the past, I’ve had them use 
google sketch up to create a mock 
XS�RI�DQ�RI¿FH��VR�ZH�ZHUH�XVLQJ�
it in a more architectural way, 
but I’d also like to explore what 
happens when you go from a 2D 
screen, where everything exists 

KO enters a new Dimension

The Middle School Octo-
pipers, the select eighth-grade 
girls singing group, will be 
singing with the University of 
Connecticut’s women’s choral 
group tomorrow, Sept. 27. 

Together they will be 
recording the back-up vocals 
for a song that, hopefully, will 
be sung by none other than the 
famous British artist Adele. 

“I got a call from Jim 
Papoulis who asked me if I was 
interested in collaborating on a tune 

about Sandy Hook,” said creative 
arts teacher Marcos Carreras, the 
Middle School chorus director. 

Jim Papoulis, a composer 
who frequents the KO campus 
often to do workshops with the 
choirs, has grown very close 
with Mr. Carreras over the years, 
and is now giving him a shot to 
be a part of something huge. 

The song, titled “Always 
My Angel,” was written by 
Jim Papoulis and lyricist Mike 
Greenly, who often collabo-
rates with Papoulis on pop tunes. 

In the empty choir room, Mr. 

Carreras played me a recording 
Papoulis made with his family, a 
shell of what the song will actu-
ally sound like. As the song played, 
Mr. Carreras described the song 
as “very Adele” and “very dark.” 
It conveys the emotions of the 
mothers and fathers of the chil-
dren involved in the Sandy Hook 
shooting in Newtown last year. 

Despite the thrilling aspects 
of the project, Mr. Carreras said he 
is doing his best to try and keep 
calm and collected. “It’s the kind 
of project where I have no control,” 
he said. “Everything changes in 

a New York minute; it depends 
entirely on Adele’s schedule. We 
will do the recording and then 
move on to the next time. Things 
change so quickly, and I don’t 
want to get the girls too excited.”

In addition to the UCONN 
women’s choir, a camera crew 
will also be visiting the KO 
campus tomorrow. Furthermore, 
in either October or November, 
there may be a video shoot and 
hopefully a recording session 
with children from Newtown. 

Although being able to 
work on such a project is incred-

ibly fortunate, the timing of 
it all has certainly placed Mr. 
Carreras in a difficult situation. 

“We will do our best,” 
he said. “We only have three 
rehearsals left until the recording. 
It’s pretty intense. I’ve never been 
a part of something so soon. I have 
to ask for second-semester quality 
LQ�WKH�¿UVW�VHPHVWHU��7KHVH�JLUOV�
are only 13. I don’t know how you 
prepare a group for that so soon.”

T h e  K O  c o m m u n i t y 
wishes the Octopipers and Mr. 
Carreras the best of luck in 
their exhilarating endeavors. 

Will Octopipers sing with Adele?
by Thomas Wilson ’14

by Emily Lowit ’15

digitally, to printing something 
3D. It will marry the skills of 
Sketch Up and Design Tech to 
be able to see it printed in 3D.”

Any student interested 
in using the 3D printer can 

look up designs on thingiverse.
com and contact Mr. Bateson.  
“Every student who has seen 
it has really loved it,” said Mr. 
Bateson. “I’m always happy 
to let people see it in action.”

$�0DNHU%RW�5HSOLFDWRU���'HVNWRS��'�3ULQWHU��3KRWR�IURP�*RRJOH�,PDJHV�

7KUHH�FKDUDFWHUV�IURP�WKH�%UHDG�DQG�3XSSHW�7KHDWHU���3KRWR�IURP�*RRJOH�
LPDJHV�
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Breaking Bad with William Emmons Martin

Q: William! Welcome to 
the “Thomas Wilson Show!” 
(APPLAUSE)

A: Thank you, thank you. 
It’s great to be here Tom.

Q: So, I’ve been hearing 
about this show, so called 
“Breaking Bad,” and I, a busy 
bee, would like to know what all 
the hullabaloo about. First tell me 
how you got into the show

A: Some family friends 
recommended the show to us, and 
LW�ZDV�RQ�1HWÀL[��VR�P\�IDPLO\�
DQG�,�ZDWFKHG�WKH�¿UVW�VHDVRQ�DQG�
it was really good. We continued 
WR�ZDWFK�LW�RQ�1HWÀL[�EXW�HYHQWX-
ally we ran out of episodes and 
had to watch it live.

Q: What exactly is the 
show about?

A. It’s about chemistry 
teacher Walter White, who’s 
diagnosed with lung cancer, and 
he needs money for an opera-
tion to save his life as well as to 
support his family. He has a son, 
and his wife is pregnant. So, in 
order to get enough money for all 
the things he needs, he starts to 
cook crystal meth with a former 
student of his who has entered 

the drug industry, Jesse Pinkman. 
The show portrays his gradual 
change from a normal high 
school teacher into a ferocious, 
arrogant miser. 

Q: What captures you 
about the show?

A: The plot is very inter-
esting. It chronicles the changes 
of a well-mannered chemistry 
teacher into an abhorrent drug 
overlord. Every episode has 
something shocking in it. The 
story creators have no problem 
killing off their characters and 
doing surprising things. Every 
episode manages to be inter-
esting.

Q: So William, you’ve 
seen the rave shows such as 
“Game of Thrones” and “Doctor 
Who,” how does a show like this 
compare to those?

A: Well, Tom, that’s a 
toughie.

Q: I only ever ask the tough 
questions on my show.

A. I bet. Well, “Game of 
Thrones” is actually very similar 
to “Breaking Bad” in that both 
have no problem killing off main 
characters to make the show 
more interesting, which many 
other shows wouldn’t ordinarily 

do. Also, both of them have 
entertaining subplots and issues 
between characters, which make 
the shows more complex and 
captivating. 

Q: And “Doctor Who?”
A: It’s a very different 

show from “Doctor Who” 
because, while “Doctor Who” has 
many subplots, it doesn’t have 
WKH�VDPH�¿QLWH��RYHU�DUFKLQJ�VWRU-

by Thomas Wilson ’14

yline that “Breaking Bad” does.  
Although it has one, it doesn’t 
have as much of a presence. 

Q: Is “Breaking Bad” a 
show for everyone?

A: No, if you get attached 
to characters you have no idea 
when the show may kill off your 
favorite characters to create a plot 
twist.

Q: Do you feel that the 

show simply uses death of char-
acters as a way to get viewers?

A: No. Death is kind of 
omnipresent. I actually think 
they’d lose viewers, if anything, 
because they kill of characters 
people really like.

Q: Oh! Looks like we are 
all out of time! Thanks for being 
here!

Enter, stage left: 
Dawn Loveland

I meandered down the 
hallway in the bottom of Roberts, 
feeling bad for all the staff that had 
RI¿FHV�GRZQ�WKHUH��,�ORRNHG�XS�DW�
the small numbers above each 
door counting 11…12…13…14 
until I reached 15. I knew I was 
late but, alas, I am a senior who 
has been at this school for too 
long to be on time anymore. 

I burst into the office of 
Dawn Loveland, the most fantastic 
name for a fall play director and 
public speaking teacher that I have 
ever heard. Due to the fact that Ms. 
Loveland is only staying at KO for 
WKH�IDOO�VHDVRQ��KHU�RI¿FH�VHHPHG�
incredibly bare compared to the 
décor of Dean of Humanaities 
Patricia Rosoff, the previous 
owner of office number 15. We 
jumped right into the interview. 

The famous Lud Baldwin 
decided at the end of last year, that 
he was going to take a quick break 
from his more than 30-year streak 
of working at KO. After visiting 
family, Mr. Baldwin is due to 
return next year. However, for the 
2013-2014 school year, replace-
ments were needed in order to 
keep the theater department alive. 
As a result, Ms. Rosoff contacted 
Ms. Loveland and asked if she 
ZRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�¿OO�VXFK�D�UROH��

&KDQJH�LV�DOZD\V�GLI¿FXOW��
especially for high school students; 
however, Ms. Loveland has a lot to 
offer and said a brief change may 
SURYH�EHQH¿FLDO�WR�WKH�VWXGHQWV��

“I know that there’s a lot 
that’s been a certain way,” she 

said, “and I don’t necessarily 
know it, but I think it is going 
to be an exciting time for the 
students. For students who are 
new or have wanted to join the 
play but have been too nervous 
to join late to the party, they 
should feel comfortable jumping 
in because I don’t know anyone.” 

Ms. Loveland did not 
speak directly with Mr. Baldwin 
at any time to get his opinion on 
how things ought to be done, but 
instead got help from others in 
the department who were able to 
guide her in the right direction. 

It is not as if Ms. Love-
land needs much guidance, 
because she works at Hartford’s 
theater “Playhouse on Park” as 
the director of education, where 
she works directing plays and 
helping with stage managing. 

The fall play will this year be 
“The Musical Comedy Murders of 
1940.” “I knew I wanted a play that 
was funny and a murder mystery, 
so I asked someone I worked with, 
and he gave me a whole bunch 
of scripts,” said Ms. Loveland. 

This play, which is not actu-
ally a musical, is one that almost no 
one has heard of before, including 
Ms. Loveland. She said that having 
an audience with no expectations 
allows for lots of freedom regarding 
stage design and acting style. 

“Doing such an under-
ground play will be interesting 
because it will be completely how 
the actors/director interpret it, 
seeing as there are no examples to 
follow,” said senior Cat Flaherty.

Ms Loveland described 

tech director Mark Kravetz 
as being “really helpful” as 
they work together to plan out 
how the want to play to look. 

Recently, students worked 
ZLWK�0V��/RYHODQG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�
at an “audition workshop” held in 
Roberts Theater. There, students 
were able to learn what Ms. 
Loveland looks for in an audition 
and also get to know her a little. 

“I thought it was really 
exi t ing  and benef ic ia l  to 
meet people before auditions 
start,” said Ms. Loveland. 

Students were also just 
as excited to see who would be 
taking the place of Mr. Baldwin. 
“Before I met Ms. Loveland, I 
was very curious as to who was 
going to follow Baldwin,” said 
Cat. “She seemed very capable 
and together and appears to have 
a very different style from his. I 
was really very worried about the 
director changing my senior year, 
but I’m excited for the play now.” 

Ms. Loveland said she 
wants the fall play to be a great 
experience for everyone who’s 
in it and watches it. “I hope it’s a 
play students get excited about,” 
she said. “I hope students are 
able to become better actors or 
tech people. I hope everyone 
walks away with something,”

The whole KO campus   
anticpates how the play will come 
together and look forward to seeing 
what Ms. Loveland as to offer. 

“ G o o d  l u c k  w r i t i n g 
your article,” she said as I left.

“Good luck getting your 
office together,” I replied. 

by Thomas Wilson ’14

We know what you 

watched last summer

There’s nothing better than 
cooling off in an air conditioned 
theater on a hot summer day – 
a great way to escape the heat 
and have some mindless enter-
tainment for a couple of hours. 

However, this summer 
was relatively quiet on the 
movie front, with many King-
swood Oxford students attending 
one or no movies all summer. 

“I went to see ‘We’re The 
Millers’ later this summer,” said 
junior Amanda Loughran. “It 
was really funny. I went with a 
bunch of friends to see it, and we 
all laughed so hard. That was the 
only movie I saw though. Nothing 
else seemed too interesting.”

 Junior Julia McGowan also 
saw a funny movie. “We went to see 
‘The Conjuring’ together. Actually, 
it was pretty hilarious,” said Julia. 

Junior Mary Mort agreed. 
“It was not really supposed to 
be funny, but for some reason it 
was so ridiculous that I laughed 
the whole time,” said Mary.

O t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
Creat ive  Arts  Depar tment 
Chair Scott McDonald, did 
not go to the theaters at all. 

“I did not go to see a movie 
that had just come out,” he said, 
“but instead watched some 
movies on DVD at home with my 
family. Nothing in theaters really 
struck my interest this summer.”

Junior Joanie Grano-Burzy-
mowska raved about one comedy. 
“‘This Is The End’ is so funny,” she 
said. “The actors have such amazing 

chemistry, and you can never 
go wrong with James Franco.” 

Senior John Stepensky saw 
“The Great Gatsby” and “Despi-
cable Me 2.” “I saw Gatsby twice 
in theaters,” he said. “I didn’t 
OLNH�LW�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��EXW�,�VDZ�LW�
a second time and liked it more 
because I was more focused on 
the plot. I also appreciated the 
great acting by Leonardo Dicaprio. 
‘Despicable Me 2’ was cute. 
Steve Carrell is always funny.” 

Junior Max Bash liked 
“The Internship.”  “I didn’t expect 
it to be that good,” he said, “and 
I’m not a fan of Vince Vaughn, 
but I ended up liking it a lot. It’s 
really relatable because getting 
jobs nowadays is so tough, 
especially for young people.”

Senior Callie Miles also 
saw one movie this summer, 
“World War Z.” “It was epic,” 
she said. “The zombies were so 
spooky, and there was so much 
action. It was really interesting, 
and Brad Pitt is so awesome.” 

Senior Maddie Pazzani was 
a rare a breed, for she did not once 
venture to the cinema. “I’m not 
really a fan of the whole summer 
blockbuster deal with movies,” 
she said. “I was also pretty busy 
and didn’t feel the need waste $15 
on a poorly made and horribly 
acted flick. None of the films 
appealed, so I just  never went and 
ZDWFKHG�EHWWHU�PRYLHV�RQ�1HWÀL[�´

Whether it be an escape 
from the heat or something 
to do on a rainy day, summer 
movies will continue entertaining 
teenagers for years to come. 

by Abbie Mancinelli ’14

�3KRWR�IURP�*RRJOH�,PDJHV�

6XPPHU�ÀLFN�SLFNV
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Is KO Cheer-less?
by Linia Volin ’15

Every Wednesday and 
Saturday (and some days 
in between),  crimson-and-
black clad athletes fight hard 
against various opponents. 

The usual staples of the 
average high school game are there: 
WXUI��FRXUW��RU�¿HOG��D�IDQ�EDVH�RI�
varying enthusiasm and size, and a 
determination to see KO to victory. 

But what’s absent from 
KO sporting events that makes 
up a large part of the hype 
and fervor surrounding, say, a 
football match at schools just 
a few miles away?  

We’re missing crimson-
and-black clad cheerleaders 
with pom-poms in their hands 
and ribbons in their  hair. 

As indicated by their 
very name, the cheerleaders’ 
job is to lead fans into cheering 
support for the home team. 

It’s been long acknowledged 
at KO that a bit more enthusiasm 
and support for our teams would 
go a long way in developing 
community spirit on campus.

Athletics Director Sue 
Cabot said KO has never had 
cheerleading. “I’ve been involved 
in independent schools for 28 
years,” she said, “and I’ve never 
had a cheerleading program or 
even seen it at other prep schools.”

Even if KO wanted to 
become a trailblazer for prep 
schools by including cheerleading 
as part of their athletics program, 
such an addition would not be a 
possibility in the near-future. 

“We’re not adding programs 
right now,” said Ms. Cabot. “A 
program like cheerleading requires 
VWDI¿QJ��VSDFH��PRQH\��EXGJHWLQJ�
and right now, that can’t happen.”

However, the case for 
instilling life into the flag-
g ing  KO sp i r i t  does  no t 
e n d  w i t h  c h e e r l e a d i n g . 

“I think there are lots 
of things we can do to create 
spirit and energy that’s fun 
and exciting for our athletes, 
students, and spectators without 
cheerleading,” said Ms. Cabot. 

One strategy she has is to give 

Anime spurs 

lab coat rage
by Natalie Goldstein ’14

Dubbed “Lab Coat Friday,” 
the sight of white lab coats around 
campus has piqued interest 
among students and faculty alike. 

/DVW�VSULQJ�VDZ�WKH�¿UVW�HPHU-
gence of the white coat. KO alum 
Jon Wu ‘13 started the movement 
by wearing the coat as an homage 
to his favorite anime, Steins;Gate. 

Steins;Gate began as a 
Japanese visual novel (text laid 
over an image that corresponds to 

Psychoanalysis: the 
woes of junior year
by Natalie Goldstein ’14

Junior year is widely 
regarded as the most challenging 
by the majority of high schoolers. 

It looms formidably in the 
near future for underclassmen, 
while juniors themselves bear the 
most grief. What makes junior 
year such a daunting year, and 
what advice can seniors offer 
to rising or current juniors?

Junior  year  offe rs  a 
plethora of new opportuni-
ties to students, but the possi-
bilities can be overwhelming. 

The usual suspects include 
AP classes, SATs or ACTs, 
taking on positions of leader-
ship, getting drivers’ licenses and 
possibly working part-time as well. 

6SHFL¿F�WR�.2�LV�WKH�DELOLW\�
to leave campus during the second 
half of junior year. The newfound 
freedom and responsibility are 
both exciting and demanding.

Many concerns revolve 
around taking Advanced Place-
ment (AP) level classes for the 
¿UVW�WLPH��DQG�WKH�KHDY\�ZRUNORDG�
they associate with those classes.

 Most AP classes are more 
difficult than honors courses, 
and the majority require summer 
reading and assign hefty amounts 
of  homework in  prepara-
tion for the AP Exam in May. 

Dux Prize winner senior 
Sophie Kruger admits that 
junior year was a challenging 
one. She explained that in order 
to complete the year success-
fully,  one must priorit ize. 

“Often, I would set a time 
that I would go to bed and even 
LI�,�GLGQ¶W�¿QLVK�P\�KRPHZRUN��
then I still had to stop,” she said. 
“If I didn’t stop myself, I could 
have spent the entire night doing 
homework. It was endless.”

All seniors agree that sleep 
LV�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW��³<RX�GH¿-
nitely need to get sleep,” said 

senior Mary Colliton, “Because 
you can’t do anything produc-
tive if you’re exhausted. At that 
point, you’re just wasting time.” 

While all homework is 
important, prioritizing is an essen-
tial skill for making junior year as 
manageable as possible. The school 
states that students may not have 
over three major assessments on 
one day, but it is up to the student 
to inform a teacher of an overlap. 

In addition, some nights 
are just too busy, and there may 
not be enough hours in the day 
to complete all homework. 

In this case, emailing a 

teacher the night before to explain 
the situation and apologizing for 
a late homework goes a long way. 
Teachers are generally very under-
standing, as long as late homework 
does not become a regular routine. 

Possibly more daunting 
than the academics is the 
notor ious  co l lege  search . 

Typically beginning in 
the second semester, students 
begin preparing for standard-
ized tests and touring colleges. 
The pressure of college adds 
another challenge to juniors, 
especially in April and May. 

“The last month of junior 
year was brutal,” senior Aashish 
Jaswal said. Most seniors agree 
with him, listing SATs, SAT 
Subject Tests, AP Exams and the 
college process as the main culprits. 

In addition to academics, 
students also take on new positions 
of leadership. These positions vary 
from club leader to publication 
editor to captain of a sports team. 

Though seniors are regarded 
as the leaders of the school, juniors 
KDYH�D�SURIRXQG�LQÀXHQFH�DV�ZHOO��

³(YHQ�LI�MXQLRUV�GRQ¶W�RI¿-
cially have a position as a leader, 
there’s still a lot of responsi-
bility to be a good role model 
for underclassmen,” said Mary. 

Looking back at junior year 
provides current seniors with 
an immense sense of pride for 
getting through the year, which 
may have seemed impossible 
at times. Despite its notoriety, 
junior year can also be one of the 
most rewarding in high school.

³,I�,�GLGQ¶W�VWRS�
P\VHOI��,�FRXOG�
KDYH�VSHQW�WKH�
HQWLUH�QLJKW�GRLQJ�
KRPHZRUN��,W�ZDV�
endless”
±�6RSKLH�.UXJHU�

the Wyvern Nation Spirit Associa-
tion club (WNSA) a little boost 
with some creativity and some help. 

Another possibility is resur-
recting a pep rally for each season. 
“I want it to be creative though,” 
she said. “I don’t want us to be 
all sitting in a room watching 
videotapes; while that’s fun, I 
don’t think that’s a pep rally.”

As for actual cheers, Ms. 
Cabot said it would be great to look 
back in history. “Some cheers from 
the Oxford and the Kingswood 
days might be old-fashioned,” she 
said, “but others never go old.”

Without cheerleaders to lead 
such cheers, Ms. Cabot said KO can 
create a different sort of environ-
ment by having students lead the 
cheers and encourage their peers. 

“There’s al l  kinds of 
ways, from encouraging kids 
to run over to the boys soccer 
game after practice, to kid-
driven pep rallies,” she said.

Ultimately, she said , students 
can get involved in other ways 
to create such an environment. 

“Little things can go a 
long way,” she said. “Tattoos 
(not real ones), pom-poms, face 
paint . . . just creating that spirit.”

³/LWWOH�WKLQJV�FDQ�
JR�D�ORQJ�ZD\´

±�0V��&DERW

6HQLRU�7KRPDV�:LOVRQ��OHIW��VRSKRPRUH�/LOO\�:X�DQG�-RQ�:X�¶���GUHVVHG�
DSSURSULDWHO\�IRU�/DE�&RDW�)ULGD\�ODVW�VSULQJ���3KRWR�E\�$-�*UHHQH�¶���

the story) for the Xbox 360, and 
was then adapted into an anime. 
It was aired in Japan in 2011 
and released in 2012 on DVD/
Blu-ray in the United States. 

Under Jon’s encourage-
ment, about 15 more students 
began watching the show as well. 
After watching it, most of these 
students highly recommended 
the anime. They all agree with 
Jon’s statement that it features “an 
amazing plot, a fantastic romance, 
and a great set of characters.”

The show’s main char-
DFWHU�� PDG� VFLHQWLVW� 5LQWDUǀ�
Okabe, believes himself to be a 
genius and builds up a group of 
friends to be part of his secret lab. 

“Lab coats were a huge 
thing in Steins;Gate, and showing 
the spirit of the show while 
wearing lab coats was perfect,” 
said Jon. Jon showed up to school 
in a lab coat one Friday last 
spring and gave senior Thomas 
Wilson and sophomore Lily 
Wu lab coats to wear as well. 

Thomas explained how at 
¿UVW��KH�RQO\�ZRUH�WKH�FRDW�GXULQJ�
KLV�IUHH�SHULRGV��³$W�¿UVW�,�ZDVQ¶W�
wearing it during class,” he states, 
“but then I realized I didn’t care 
what other people thought of 
me and now I wear it all day.” 

Another participant in lab 
coat Friday, senior AJ Green, didn’t 
begin wearing the lab coats until 
this year, after Jon bought AJ a lab 
coat before leaving for college.

The lab coats were a source 
of confusion for many fellow 
VWXGHQWV�DW�¿UVW��EXW�WKH\�TXLFNO\�
accepted the coats’ appearances. 
This year, the coats have become 
a regular weekly event and 
students expect to see white lab 
coats around campus every Friday.

While only three people 

currently wear the coats, that 
number may increase in the future, 
“People have asked if they can join 
and wear the coats as well,” AJ  said.

Anyone is welcome to wear 
the coats, but AJ and Jon would 
like participants to understand 
where the tradition came from: 
“We don’t want people to just wear 
the coats, but would also want 
them to watch the anime,” said AJ. 

Jon hopes that Lab Coat 
Friday continues to carry on 
without him. He feels that 
informing others about anime 
will help connect more students 
through a nontraditional venue. 

In the future, the partici-
pants said they would like to 
see anime spread across campus 
so that more students under-
stand anime and its value, both 
as entertainment and ability to 
function as a social springboard.

With the stipulation that 
they buy their own lab coat 
and watch the anime, anyone 
can join. Thomas encourages 
people to join, stating that, “It’s 
just fun; it’s not exclusive.”

Jon said he sees great poten-
tial in anime. “Steins;Gate truly 
changed my life,” he said, “and I 
hope it will change others’ as well.”
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Yoga poses 
promising future

This year, KO is now 
offering yoga as an exciting 
new addition to the Strength 
and Conditioning Program.

Like Strength and Condi-
tioning, yoga is an option for 
students who do not wish to 
participate in a fall team sport 
while still allowing them to 
IXO¿OO�WKHLU�DWKOHWLF�UHTXLUHPHQW���

The class, taught by Kim 
Iacovazzi and Andrea Miller, 
has already proved itself to 
be popular among students 
looking for a change of pace 
from the traditional Strength 
and Conditioning Program.

“ E v e r y b o d y  s e e m s 
e x c i t e d  a b o u t  i t , ”  s a i d 
Athletic Director Sue Cabot.

Ms. Cabot says the program 
was instituted to provide students 
with a healthy alternative to 
strength and conditioning while 
still offering them opportuni-
WLHV�WR�OHDUQ�³OLIH�¿WQHVV�VNLOOV�´�

The class is taught Mondays 
and Fridays by Ms. Miller and 
Tuesdays and Thursdays by Ms. 
Iacovazzi. This, Ms. Cabot says, 
will offer students a variety of 
different types of yoga including 
Ashtanga, Bikram, power yoga, 

by Jen Shook ’15 as well as basic balancing. 
The instructors say they 

hope that the program will 
allow students to relax from 
their stressful school days.

“It’s something that calms 
the central nervous system,” 
said Ms. Miller “Teenagers 
have no unplugging, and yoga 
is a really nice way to just give 
yourself that time on your own 
mat to just focus on yourself.”

Junior  Grace Gent i le 
agrees. “It’s nice to relax after 
a stressful day of junior year 
and hard A.P. classes,” she said.

Despi te  these  in i t i a l 
glowing reviews, questions 
have been raised whether or not 
yoga is a valid alternative for 
the traditional sports programs.  

“I don’t know if there’s 
much of a team spirit within stuff 
like that,” said junior Katie Smith. 
“It’s different because you’re not 
all working toward the same goal.”

While Ms. Cabot agrees that 
the team aspect of sports at KO is 
important, she also said that yoga 
is not damaging to this philosophy, 
noting that a majority of students 
involved in the yoga program will 
be involved in team sports for 
the rest of the year and offering 
up the fall play as an example of 

a collaborative activity outside 
of the normal sports curriculum.

The yoga instructors, on 
the other hand, feel that yoga is 
not completely devoid of a team 
spirit. Ms. Iacovazzi, who also 
coaches varsity girls basket-
ball at KO, says that the class 
is definitely a strong group.

“You feel that energy in the 
room,” she said. “You very well feel 
the whole group working together.”

Although a few students 
involved in the program have 
done so to replace dropped fall 
sports, Ms. Cabot said that the 
yoga program is not a threat 
to the traditional team sports. 

“We have two full soccer 
teams. We have more girls 
LQYROYHG�LQ�¿HOG�KRFNH\�WKDQ�ZH�
KDYH�KDG�LQ�¿YH�\HDUV�´�VKH�VDLG��
“I don’t think that it’s hindered 
the size of our programs.”

For students who didn’t 
enjoy their fall sport last year, 
yoga is a welcome alternative.

“I’m not really competi-
tive and it’s nice to be able to do 
a physical activity without any 
pressure,” said junior Julia Bayer.

The program wil l  be 
offered in the fall and winter this 
year and is held from 3:15 p.m. 
to 4:15 p.m. in the dance studio.

Introducing new KO teachers

Deb Carroll

Deb Carroll, one of KO’s 
many new teachers, said she 
is excited to become a part 
of the community and teach 
English to sophomores this year.

Originally from Cape 
Cod, Ms. Carroll graduated 
from Holy Cross College with a 
major in English and women’s 
studies. She said she had no 
intention of becoming a teacher. 

“I worked in finance for 
a while in Boston,” she said. 
“During my second year in grad 
school, I was offered a teaching 
fellowship, and I knew within 
10 minutes of my first class 

that I wanted to be a teacher.”
Since then, Ms. Carroll 

has traveled to many different 
countries, including Scotland, 
England, Germany and Japan. 

“I always felt very lucky 
to put myself in situations where 
I get to see other parts of the 
world,” she said. “I’ve always 
gotten a lot of pleasure from 
being in a place where every-
thing is totally unfamiliar.”

Now, after settling down 
with her three kids and taking a 
year off, Ms. Carroll said she is 
ready to return to the classroom. 

“I think high school kids are 
some of the most interesting people 
around,” she said. “And now, I 
get to talk about books with them 
every day. It’s very satisfying.” 

Nancy Zhang

This year, KO has the 
pleasure of welcoming Chinese 
teacher Ms. Nancy Zhang, who 
KDV�MRLQHG�.2�DIWHU�¿QLVKLQJ�DQ�
academic internship in Vassar 
College’s Chinese department.  

Vassar is also Ms. Zhang’s 
alma mater, where she double 
majored in Chinese and French 
studies. During her time at Vassar, 
Ms. Zhang spent a semester 
abroad in Beijing and was 
immersed in Chinese culture. 

Ms. Zhang heard about KO 
through Middle School English 
teacher Lynne Levine’s daughter, 
Jill Levine. Jill attended Vassar with 
Ms. Zhang and told her about the 
open position for a Chinese teacher.

Ms. Zhang described her 
first impression of KO, saying 

she loved the beautiful campus. 
“I felt a really strong sense of 
community,” she said, “Even 
little Middle School students said 
‘hi’ and held doors open for me.”

Ms. Zhang will be teaching 
Chinese A, B and C in the Middle 
School as well as Chinese 2 in 
the Upper School. So far, she 
said, the year as been “a little 
overwhelming just because of 
the pace of the classes, but the 
faculty has been really helpful.” 

Her faculty mentor this 
year is Middle School Spanish 
teacher Kate Reigeluth, who, 
Ms. Zhang said, “has been such 

by Mary Colliton ’14

by Rachel Yirigian ’14

(QJOLVK�WHDFKHU�'HE�&DUUROO��OHIW��DQG�&KLQHVH�WHDFKHU�1DQF\�=KDQJ��DERYH��
�3KRWRV�E\�+HOHQD�5RODQG��

Wyvern Wit and Wisdom

“The trouble with the world is not that 
������ȱ��� ȱ���ȱ��Ĵ��ǰȱ���ȱ����ȱ���¢ȱ��� ȱ
so many things that ain’t so.” – Mark 
Twain

“Err on the side of kindness.” 
– George Saunders

ȃ����ȱ¢��ȱę��ȱ¢�������ȱ�¡��������ȱ��ȱ
someone that you are a person with feel-
ings, it’s probably time to stop talking to 
that person.” 
– @laripley

    Vincit Qui Se Vincit

“The trouble with most of us is that we 
would rather be ruined by praise than 
saved by criticism.” – Norman Vincent 
Peale

“It is the mark of an educated mind to be 
able to entertain a thought without accept-
ing it.” – Aristotle

“If everybody loves you, something is 
wrong.  You can’t please everybody.” 
– Paulo Coelho

³,�WKLQN�KLJK�
VFKRRO�NLGV�DUH�
some of the most 
LQWHUHVWLQJ�SHRSOH�
DURXQG�´

±�0V��&DUUROO

a big help in getting me accli-
mated to the KO community.”  

In addition to teaching 
Chinese, Ms. Zhang will also 
be coaching squash in Middle 
School, which she also played 
during her time at Vassar.

³,�IHOW�D�UHDOO\�
VWURQJ�VHQVH�RI�
FRPPXQLW\�´

±�0V��=KDQJ
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KO goes loco 

over local
by Mary Colliton ‘14

This year, SAGE Dining 
Services is promoting fresh 
produce during lunch from a variety 
of farms across Connecticut.  

Although the cafeteria 
has been serving local produce 
for the last few years, the new 
boxes and signs have drawn 
more attention to the fresh fruit. 

“SAGE as a company 
believes in sustainability and using 
as much local products as we can,” 
said Food Service Director Brian 
Woerlen. “We receive locally 
grown apples, tomatoes and 
more at least four days a week.”

Along  wi th  the  new 
display, dining has expanded 
to serving peaches, figs and 
different brands of apples from 
farms such as Deercrest Farms, 
March Farms and Hickory Hill. 

“I like the diversity of the 
figs,” said senior Shiza Abbas. 

Introducing new KO teachers

Paul Denby

Paul Denby has settled on 
this side of the pond after years of 
living abroad, joining KO’s faculty 
to coach Forensic Union and teach 
sophomore and junior English. 

Born and raised in Spain, 
Mr. Denby lived in Madrid until 
WKH�DJH�RI�����%XW�KH�KDG�KLV�¿UVW�
international experience at 10- 
years old when he went to boarding 
school in England. “Prince William 
is my age, and we were at the 
same school,” he said. “I actually 
tackled him in a rugby game once.” 

Mr. Denby moved to the 
United States for higher educa-
tion, receiving his undergraduate 
degree from St. John’s College 
and his graduate degree from 
Boston College. After graduate 
school, he spent a year travel-

���Ĵȱ������ĵ

Recent college graduate 
Scott Rodilitz joined the ranks of 
the KO math department this fall.
Mr. Rodilitz earned a B.A. in math 
and economics from Williams 
College, where he also captained 
the cross country and track teams. 

Mr. Rodilitz graduated from 
Chadwick High School, an inde-
pendent school in California very 
similar to KO. He said he chose 
Williams because he wanted a 
small school and looked forward 
to running track and cross country. 

Originally Mr. Rodilitz 
expected to major in computer 
science and political economy, 
but he ended up enjoying 
math and economics more.  

In addition to being a teach-
er’s assistant for several years in 
the economics department, he 
also has experience as a student 
teacher in the math department. 

Mr. Rodilitz spent two 
summers at Boulder Running 
&DPSV�LQ�&RORUDGR��¿UVW�DV�FDPS�
counselor and last year as the 
assistant to the camp director. 

Mr. Rodilitz brings this 
deep experience to KO as a 
precalculus and calculus teacher 
and a coach for track and field.  

³,¶YH�QHYHU�VHHQ�D�VFKRRO�VHUYH�¿JV�
before, but they’re really good.” 

Sophomore Brie Kirton 
agreed. “There’s such a variety 
of fruit  now, so everyone 
has an option,” she said. 

The new variety and display 
has been well-received within 
the KO commuity. “We’re actu-
ally going for more apples, “ said 
Mr. Woerlen. “People can see 
that it’s locally grown and fresh, 
and kids really seem to like it.”

Most students have reacted 
positively to the fresh produce. 

“The Honey Crisps are 
prime,” said senior Caitlin 
Hetterick. “Before, all they had were 
maybe one or two kinds of apples. 
Now there is a bigger variety.”

Mr. Woerlen said that SAGE 
will continue to serve the local 
produce,  expanding the variety of 
the cafeteria and working to satisfy 
the students’ nutritional needs. 

After spending summers 
coaching at a running camp and 
being a TA during the school 
year, he said he is excited to   
work with high school kids.  

“It’s one thing to make 
sure you learn math facts,” he 
said. “To me what’s important 
is that you’re learning about 
yourself and figuring what you 
like and what you don’t like.”

ling in China and India. Before 
coming to KO, Mr. Denby taught 
at the White Mountain School in 
New Hampshire for three years.

Although he is a teacher 
now, Mr. Denby said that he 
didn’t always have a passion for 
school. “I was a terrible high 
school student,” he said. He attrib-
uted his reformation and love of 
(QJOLVK�WR�RQH�LQÀXHQWLDO�WHDFKHU��

“He just sounded like he 
knew what he was talking about,” 
he said. “He mixed philosophy 
with literature and made it more 
interesting.” He said that he 
tries to incorporate those ideas 
into his English classes. “I want 
to instill change in others and 
teach the books I love,” he said. 

In addition to teaching, 
Mr. Denby joins Middle School 
English teacher Beth Repp to coach 
Forensic Union after the departure 
of Kathy Lynch, Forensic Union’s 
longtime advisor. Despite his 
key position, he has very limited 
experience with debate and public 
speaking. “I can’t help but think 
that I’ll be the person who knows 
the least about debate,” he said. 

Still, his experience with 
Forensic Union has been posi-
tive so far. Speaking of the 
opening meeting of the year, 
he said, “Everyone was bril-
liant. I’ve never seen kids 
open up in that way before.” 

As the year continues, Mr. 
Denby said he hopes to get up to 
speed with debate. “There’s an 
insecurity, but Ms. Lynch created 
the culture that’s still here,” he 
said. “Students can carry on 
what she started, so while every-
thing is still coming together I 
can just go along for the ride.”

�Ĝ��ȱ����Ǳȱ���ȱ����ȱ�Ĝ���ȱ��ȱ�

by Allie Kyff ‘14

by Maddie Pazzani ‘14

It’s a staple of the Shield and 
Dragon tour: you pass by the CT 
RI¿FHV�DQG�DGG��ZLWK�D�ZLQQLQJ�
smile, that teachers’ offices are 
always open for their students. 

$QG�WKLV�LV�WUXH�RI�DOO�RI¿FHV��
Students can come in when they 
need extra help or when they 
need a quiet place to study. But 
QRW�DOO�RI¿FHV�DUH�FUHDWHG�HTXDO��

$PRQJ�WKH�QLFHVW�RI¿FHV�DW�
.2�LV�WKH�QHZO\�UHQRYDWHG�RI¿FH�
of Dean of Humanities Patricia 
Rosoff, whose eye for aesthetics 
has helped make her office one 
of the prettiest rooms on campus.

The room, located behind 
WKH�VWDJH�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�ÀRRU�RI�
Roberts Theater, was once that 
of former Theater Director Lud 
Baldwin. Mrs. Rosoff was previ-
ously found in a much smaller 
office at the bottom of Roberts, 
ZKLFK�VKH�VDLG�GLG�QRW�IXO¿OO�RQH�
of the key elements of her job. 

“While I could have an inti-
mate conversation with one person, 
part of my job as Academic Dean 
requires that I meet a lot of people 
in various groups,” she said, “so 
I needed to shop around school 
for an available space that could 
accommodate a larger group.” 

This year, she moved into 
KHU�QHZ�RI¿FH��ZKLFK�KDV�HQRXJK�

by Lina Volin ’15 seating for a whole department to 
meet. “Mr. Baldwin suggested I 
move into the space,” she said. But 
WKH�RI¿FH�LV�QR�ORQJHU�ZKDW�LW�ZDV�
when Mr. Baldwin called it his.

“It took my husband and I 
a month over the summer,” she 
said of the intense renovation that 
took place. We’ve been itching 
to create a modern house for a 
long time so this kind of enabled 
us to create a modern space.”

With the help of IKEA and 
some furniture previously stored 
in her basement, Mrs. Rosoff 
completely redesigned the room. 

It now boasts a kitchenette 
with replaced appliances, clear 
chairs, a white conference table, 
and an elaborate white desk and 
shelving space. It also features 

plenty of her own artwork on the 
walls. A comfy, worn chair stands 
in stark contrast to the white furni-
ture. “That’s Mr. Baldwin’s chair,” 
said Mrs. Rosoff. “Every time 
he comes back from his travels, 
he has a chair waiting for him.”

She said her requirements 
for any office are relatively 
straight-forward. “Having a clear-
headed space helps me be clear-
KHDGHG�´�VKH�VDLG��³$�JRRG�RI¿FH�
should help keep you from stum-
EOLQJ�RYHU�VWXII�WR�¿QG�VRPHWKLQJ�´

Like Mrs. Rosoff, Co-chair 
of the English department Meg 
.DVSUDN�VZLWFKHG�RI¿FHV�RYHU�WKH�
VXPPHU�IURP�DQ�RI¿FH�LQ�GRZQ-
stairs Seaverns to a larger one 
in upstairs Seaverns, which she 
shares with English teacher Deb 

Carroll, who is new to KO this year. 
“I was trying to make a 

student- and teacher-friendly 
space,” Ms. Kasprak said, 
“hence the chairs and the bright 
colors, and the lovely gath-
ering space in the middle.”

There are a few things that 
moved with her from office to 
RI¿FH��RQH�LV�WKH�VWXIIHG�6KDNH-
speare doll sitting among her 
library, another is a bulletin 
board featuring teacher comics.

“I’m pretty excited by the 
standing desk,” she said, “and of 
course my new roommate; I’ve 
never had a roommate before.” 

She said a place for books 
and space to talk are essential for 
DQ�RI¿FH��³$QG�LW�KDV�WR�EH�D�JRRG�
color,” she added. “This one is 
called butter. It’s a good color.”

$QRWKHU�DSSHDOLQJ�RI¿FH�RQ�
campus is that of Upper School 
counselor Chastity Rodriguez, 
located at the bottom of the Roberts . 

She made the distinction 
EHWZHHQ�KHU�RI¿FH�DQG�DQ\�RWKHU�
RI¿FH�RQ�FDPSXV�FOHDU��³,¶P�QRW�
a teacher, so this isn’t a teacher’s 
RI¿FH�´�VKH�VDLG��³,�ZDQW�WKLV�WR�EH�
a place where students can come 
and be real and not feel judged.” 

With this goal in mind, she 
created a cozy, comfortable space 
in contrast to the busy hallway just 
outside. She brought in light bulbs 

³,�ZDQW�WKLV�WR�
EH�D�SODFH�ZKHUH�
students can not 
IHHO�MXGJHG´
±�0V��5RGULJXH]

(rather than fluorescent lamps), 
added a Pandora station of wind 
chimes, and brought things from 
her home like her lending library.

She said the various knick-
knacks scattered around the room 
are there to keep students from 

feeling as if they have to make 
eye contact with her while they 
discuss difficult topics. These 
trinkets include everything 
from a Rubik’s cube to several 
puzzles, a Book of Answers on 
the coffee table, and, of course 
the large green sign that says 
“Relax” in capital letters.  

As for the other side 
of the office, which is sepa-
rated by a divider, Ms. Rodri-
guez calls that “the other part.” 

“It’s all the stuff I’m really 
bad at and learning to be better at, 
like organization and planning,” 
she said. “I call the space where I 
WDON�WR�VWXGHQWV�P\�DFWXDO�RI¿FH�´

Reminder: 
Anti-Defamation 
League program

 Friday, October 4

0UV��5RVRII¶V�JOHDPLQJ�QHZ�RI¿FH�LQ�5REHUWV���3KRWR�E\�+HOHQD�5RODQG�¶���
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School prepares for December visit 
by Baird Symposium author Alexie
by Dylan Borruso ’15

Sherman Alexie will be the 
Baird English Symposium author 
for the 2013-2014 school year.  Mr. 
Alexie wrote “The Absolutely True 
Diary of a Part Time Indian,” which 
most of the school has read as 
summer reading. His other works 
include “Reservation Blues,” “One 
Stick Song” and “Indian Killer. “

English teacher  Kyle 
Chapman said he chose Mr. Alexie 
as this year’s symposium author 
because of his wide range of writing 
modes, spanning novels, short 
stories, poetry and screenplays.  

In addition to this, Mr. 
Alexie will also bring some 
interesting topics to talk about 
when he is at KO for the Sympo-
sium assembly, which will 
take place on Dec. 5 and 6.  

“ H e  w i l l  c h a l l e n g e 
students with eye-opening and 
uncomfortable topics such 
as identity, race, religion and 
the genocide of the American 
Indians,” said Mr. Chapman.

Senior Maddie Pazzani, a 
member of the Symposium class, 

agreed. “I am interested to see how 
he presents himself to the school,” 
she said, “when he sees people 
uncomfortable in an audience [and] 
he just keeps going to see how 

uncomfortable he can make them.”  
A lot of what Mr. Alexie 

writes, she said, is meant to make 
the reader question topics they 
would rather not think about.  

Senior Sam Wiseman, also 
a Symposium student, says that 
honesty is what he most enjoys 
about Alexie’s writing. “I admire 
his willingness to cover very 
difficult topics in a very honest 
manner and his understand-
able but vivid writing,” he said. 
Sam said that he looks forward 
to meeting Mr. Alexie to ask 
him about his work and find a 
message to take away from it.  

Mr. Chapman cautions the 
school that, “[Sherman Alexie] 
likes people to be uncomfortable” 
and that he “combines controver-
sial topics with humor in a way that 

��������ȱ�����¢ǰȱ����������ȱ�����Ĵ���ȱ
instituted to review school policies
by Benjamin Waldman ’16

The school ’s  admin-
is t ra t ion  has  formed two 
new faculty committees: the 
Academic Policy Committee 
and the Curriculum Committee. 

Upper and Middle School 
department chairs head both 
committees, with Academic 
Life members supplementing 
the Academic Policy meetings. 

According to Assistant 
Head of School for Academic 
Life Natalie Demers, the purpose 
of the Academic Policy group, 
which will meet once a quarter 
for an hour and a half, is to 
review the school’s polices on a 
variety of issues, ranging from 
plagiarism to testing calendars. 

Mrs. Demers said that one 
of her priorities for the Academic 
Policy committee this year is to 

develop a successful examination 
schedule. “We tried a modified 
version of the midyear exam [last 
year], and I don’t think it worked 
very well,” she said. “My No. 1  
agenda is addressing the issue of 
assessments over the course of the 
year to make it easier on students.”

Any decisions made by the 
committee will be communicated 
to students through the Student 
Handbook, given to students at 
the beginning of each year. Any 
important changes, such as the new 
Thursday schedule implemented 
this year, would also be announced 
at an all-school assembly.

Asked what particular 
changes he would like to institute, 
Upper School English co-depart-
ment chair Ronald Monroe said, 
“I don’t have a particular agenda 
. . . [We’ll] run the gamut from 
graduation requirements to when 

you can add a course. I’m happy 
to engage in conversation.”

The committee will organize 
changes only for the Upper School; 
the Middle School will hold its own 
monthly meetings. Middle School 
Director Jane Repp will also work 
on the Academic Policy committee 
to ensure transparency between 
the Middle and Upper Schools.

The Curriculum Committee 
will meet once every two weeks 
for about an hour to discuss 
changes related to Upper and 
Middle School curriculum. 

Mrs. Demers emphasized 
that the committee will not be 
focusing on a particular area of 
the curriculum. “This will be an 
in-depth review, and [we will] 
work together to identify areas 
we want to change or make more 
robust. In each course, students will 
be taught what they need for the 

next course, for college,” she said. 
Mr. Monroe said that, while 

no particular grade’s English 
curriculum “is in dire need of 
change . . . we aren’t the same 
school we were 15 years ago. We 
have the opportunity to stream-
line the curriculum . . . there may 
be other ways we can teach [the 
same] communication skills.”

Classics department Chair 
and Curriculum Committee 
member Travis Rains noted 
that he would like to see more 
connected curricula, especially 
in the classics department. 

“What  we’re  looking 
at is where different depart-
ments complement things we 
do already,” he said. “I’d like 
to expand into history, but also 
science and math. I’m looking 
for something unexpected.”

Department chairs will 

represent  thei r  respect ive 
departments’ concerns, and are 
expected to come to Mrs. Demers 
to add their idea or proposed 
change to the meeting’s agenda. 

However, Mrs. Demers 
says, she would also like students 
to come to her with ideas, whether 
they be for the Academic Policy 
Committee or the Curriculum 
Committee. “My door is always 
open,” she said. “I love feedback, 
I love hearing from students. 
I’d love to hear suggestions.”

Mr. Rains agreed, saying 
he wants students to come to 
him with ideas for connections 
with other courses. “Interdisci-
plinary learning is best for the 
student – learning one topic from 
more than one lens,” he said. 
“Having students voice that [wish] 
shows intellectual curiosity.”

Freshman orientation welcomes new, old students
by Kate Betts ’16

The last day of summer 
found KO’s incoming freshman 
Class of 2017 making their 
way onto campus to partici-
pate in freshman orientation. 

The event was held from 1 
to 5 p.m. on Aug. 28 to give new 
students an introduction to the 
Upper School before their first 
day and to get them acquainted 
with students and teachers in their 
grade, particularly their advi-
sors, prefects and advisee groups.

The afternoon was organized 

and run by the 12 senior prefects. 
They first took their individual 
groups on a tour of the campus, 
and each advisee group met. 

“Meeting for the first 
time was a little awkward, but 
by the end of the day we all 
warmed up to each other, “ 
said prefect Maddie Pazzani.

The entire grade then 
reconvened to have a picnic 
lunch and play games together 
before parents came to meet 
the i r  ch i ldren’s  advisors . 

The day seemed to have 
gone fairly smoothly. “I thought it 

was a pretty good day, in general,” 
prefect Allie Stanton said. 

Others agreed. “My advisee 
group won all the games, so 
we’re basically unstoppable,” 
said prefect Griffin Maloney.

M a n y  s t u d e n t s  s a y 
they appreciated how their 
freshman orientation prepared 
them for  the i r  f i r s t  day. 

Looking back, junior Marisa 
Johnson said, “I remember my 
prefect was really nice, and 
we all got to know each other, 
especially our advisee group! It 
was a great day to get to know 

my grade and the school.”
Marisa was a new student 

coming into KO as a freshman, and 
some students who went to Middle 
School at KO said they weren’t 
as sure of the merits of freshman 
orientation, since they were already 
acquainted with the campus and a 
large portion of their classmates. 

Freshman Ben Putterman 
said he was convinced the orien-
tation wasn’t essential. “It just 
wasn’t necessary,” he said. 

But some students, regard-
less of the fact that they went to 
the Middle School, found the 

preparation helpful. “I would 
have been more scared to go to 
the high school without knowing 
what it was like,”freshman 
D e n i q u e  C o u s i n s  s a i d . 

Denique added, “It was 
especially good for the new kids 
. . . It was good to meet them.” 

Many freshmen agreed. 
The consensus among new 
freshmen was that getting to 
meet their classmates, prefect, 
and advisor and getting to know 
their way around campus was a 
ELJ�KHOS�RQ�WKHLU�¿UVW�GD\�LQ�WKH�
Kingswood Oxford community.

³,�DGPLUH�KLV���
ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�
FRYHU�GLI¿FXOW�
topics in an 
KRQHVW�PDQQHU�´

– Sam Wiseman

take the reader to the very brink 
of where they want to be, then 
pushes them a little bit further.”

In order to prepare for 
and excite students about the 
upcoming visit, the Sympo-
sium class is arranging several 
events. One is the a movie night 
tomorrow (Friday, Sept. 27).  

There will also be readings 
of his works at school assem-
blies in order to give the school 
examples of his writing style. 
Another event will be a school-
wide basketball tournament, 
because basketball is a reoccur-
ring theme in Mr. Alexie’s writing.

The Symposium class has 
read many of Mr. Alexie’s books. 
They are reading as many of his 
books as they can in class and 
searching for reoccurring themes, 
according to Sam Wiseman.  

Many in the Symposium 
class and the English department 
said they are looking forward to 
Mr. Alexie’s visit to KO. They 
said they are eager to see his inter-
actions with students and what he 
chooses to talk about, considering 
his racially charged subject matter.  

%DLUG�6\PSRVLXP�DXWKRU�6KHUPDQ�$OH[LH���3KRWR�IURP�*RRJOH�,PDJHV��
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Attention all  junkies, 
stoners, druggies, pot heads, 
dopers, drug fiends, space 
cadets, grass growers and other 
related parties (or partiers): your 
gardening and plant-related 
hobbies are being  reconsidered.  

After the 2012 presidential 
elections, did you care about the 
result of the election or were you 
overcoming the shock that Colo-
rado and Washington legalized 
recreational use of marijuana?  

While a few states, such as 
Alaska, California and Arizona had 
already legalized medical use of 
marijuana, the country harvested 
a few more changes. Even the 
little state of Connecticut, home to 
Kingswood Oxford, let loose. The 
Connecticut legislature passed a 
bill in July 2011 decriminalizing the 
possession and personal use of less 
than one-half ounce of marijuana. 

Instead of being a crime, 
the ownership of said quantity of 
marijuana now results in a fine 
of up to $150 and the possible 
removal of a driver’s license.  
However, people will not be 
arrested as they have in the past.  

The law increases in strin-
gency under different circum-
stances. For example, if the 
possessor is carrying more than 
one-half ounce to four ounces 
of marijuana, he/she can be 
tagged with up to a $1,000 fine 
and/or up to a year in prison. 

The state of Connect-
icut is taking a lot of precau-
tion regarding setting laws 
and maintaining regulation.  

The West Harford Town 

Marijuana laws examined nationwide:  
��ȱ���ȱ�������ȱ�ě���ȱ�����������ǵ

by Sophia Kruger ’14

Council set a hearing on mari-
juana manufacturers and dispen-
saries during the meeting on 
Sept. 24.  According to the West 
Hartford Patch, the upcoming 
meeting will more specifically 
“set for public hearing an ordi-
nance that declares a nine-month 
moratorium on the establishment 
of medical marijuana produc-
tion facilities and dispensaries.”  

Town Manager Ron Van 
Winkle expressed a need to 

move slowly and cautiously 
to ensure they are not missing 
any important regulations, such 
as making sure that retailers 
and manufacturers maintain a 
certain distance from schools.

Af te r  learn ing  about 
the changes, the KO News 
sought to investigate the reac-
tion of members of the King-
swood Oxford Community.  

7KH�.2�1HZV�¿UVW�FRQWDFWHG�
one of last year’s visiting speakers, 
Chris Herren. A former NBA 
basketball player whose life was 
completely altered by the addicting 
effect of illicit substances, Mr. 
Herren seemed a good source for 
the possible effects of legalizing 
marijuana and increasing avail-
ability. Unfortunately, Mr. Herren 
is unable to comment at this time.

The KO News then turned 
to Assistant Head of School for 
Student Life Carolyn McKee.  

Ms. McKee spoke about the 

effect on schools of the decriminal-
L]DWLRQ�RI�PDULMXDQD���³,W�LV�GLI¿-
cult for schools that have a zero 
tolerance policy,” she said.  She 
explained that students can have 
their licenses removed and be 
charged with a misdemeanor and 
earn a fine, but that the posses-
sion of marijuana in the eyes 
of the law is more acceptable.

Ms. McKee explained 
the  d i ff e r ing  e ff ec t s  fo r 
public and private schools.  

“Private schools have 
within their purview the ability 
to make more stringent rules 
than federal or state laws,” she 
said.  At KO, if it is written in 
the student handbook; it is law.  

“It’s bad for public schools,” 
she said. Public schools must 
follow the rules of the state, she 
said, and increased leniency could 
lead to increased substance abuse.  

A central question that 

,�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�WKDW�
DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�FDQ�
be used respon-
VLEO\�VKRXOG�EH�
EDQQHG��EXW�,�
GRQ¶W�NQRZ�LI�
PDULMXDQD�¿WV�WKDW�
GHVFULSWLRQ�
±�5RE�6FDSDWLFFL

the KO News pursued was why 
marijuana is so controversial.  
There are many negative effects: 
bronchitis, brain abnormalities, 
psychosis, deformation of sperm 
cells, alteration of a woman’s 
menstrual cycle and more.  

The controversy arises 
because there are also positive 
effects: cancer pain suppression, 
blood pressure reduction, glau-
coma treatment, pain mitigation. 
Controversy about legalization 
of LSD is not a major news story 
because it is widely understood 
that LSD does more harm than 
good.  As demonstrated, the same 
cannot be said for marijuana.  

H o w e v e r,  m a n y  K O 
students said they were against 
the  lega l iza t ion  of  mar i -
juana for recreational use. 

“It’ll increase the death 
rate.  Imagine if you were driving 
around people who are aggres-
sively high. That’s just scary,” 
said senior Callie Miles. Callie also 
commented on the practicality of 
laws that vary from state to state.  

“It’s weird that the laws 

vary so much from state to state.  
It can lead to bringing it from 
one state to another,” she said.

Senior Katherine Gianni 
VDLG�VKH�FRQVLGHUHG�WKH�EHQH¿WV�
and downfalls. “If it is legal-
ized, I think there are more 
cons than pros,” she said.  

She also commented on 
future regulation.  “People are obvi-
ously going to break those rules.  
It’s just human nature,” she said.

Junior Dan Miller had 
a slightly different and highly 
pragmatic take on the changes.  
“For recreational use there is not 
really a point to it [legalizing 
marijuana], but I can see how 
it could help an economy,” he 
said, “I think it will be successful 
in taxing and making money.”

7KLV�DG�WRXWV�WKH�SRVLWLYH�HIIHFWV�RI�PDULMXDQD�LQ�KHOSLQJ�¿JKW�EUHDVW�FDQFHU��
�3KRWR�IURP�*RRJOH�

7KH�FDQQDELV�OHDYHV�LQGLFDWH�VWDWHV�WKDW�KDYH�OHJDOL]HG�RU�DOWHUHG�ODZV�
UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�XVH�RI�PDULMXDQD���,PDJH�IURP�*RRJOH�

7KLV�DGYHUWLVPHQW�KHOSHG�PDNH�PDULMXDQD�OHJDO�LQ�&RORUDGR���3KRWR�IURP�
*RRJOH�

3HRSOH�DUH�REYL-
RXVO\�JRLQJ�WR�
EUHDN�WKRVH�UXOHV�
>UHJDUGLQJ�0DUL-
MXDQD�XVH@��,W¶V�
MXVW�KXPDQ�QDWXUH��

– Katherine 
Gianni 

Most students felt that 
legalization for recreational use 
was unnecessary, but junior Rob 
Scapaticci had a different perspec-
tive.  “I don’t think that anything 
that can be used responsibly should 
be banned, but I don’t know if mari-
MXDQD�¿WV�WKDW�GHVFULSWLRQ�´�KH�VDLG�

Senior Maddie Pazzani 
said that criminalizing mari-
juana reduces its widespread 
use. “It is not really something 
that should be so commonplace.  
Keeping it illegal helps to keep 
it less main stream,” she said.

A major concern is that of 
regulation. Science teacher Tim 
Allerton questioned the ability 
of the government to regulate 
growth, distribution and more.  
“Like everything, people are 
JRLQJ�WR�¿QG�ORRSKROHV�DQG�¿QG�
ways to buck the system,” he said.  

Mr. Allerton also spoke 

about the importance of regula-
tion and why he is against legal-
izing marijuana for the general 
public.  “We have rules to keep 

people from themselves,” he 
said, “which kills me because 
I’m all about Darwinism.” 

Ms. McKee’s concern 
was that, even though legaliza-
tion makes possession more 
acceptable in the eyes of the 
law, it still has a negative 
effect on the developing brain. 

“The risk is long term,” she 
said, “and I wish we had more educa-
tion around the developing brain.”

T h e  We s t  H a r t f o r d 
Substance Abuse Prevention 
Commission is also encouraging 
increased education, specifi-
cally for high school students.  

Charged with advising the 
Town Council, WHSAPC will 
likely play a role in the upcoming 
town council meeting, which 
the KO News will cover. Look 
out for an update next month 
on the results of the meeting.

6KLIW�LQ�PDULMXDQD�ODZV�VSDUNV�.2�FRQWURYHUV\�
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Ball, Clark to lead    
Shield and Dragon 

S h i e l d  a n d  D r a g o n , 
Kingswood Oxford’s admis-
sions ambassadors associa-
tion, will begin giving tours 
and working at open houses this 
year under the (partially) new 
leadership of Assistant Head 
of Admissions Peggy Clark. 

Ms. Clark is no neophyte 
when it comes to Shield and Dragon; 
she ran the organization for 13 
years until she left KO 5 years ago. 

Now she has returned to the 
DGPLVVLRQV�RI¿FH�ZLWK�6KLHOG�DQG�
Dragon under her wing once more. 

“One of the really fun things 
about coming back is discovering 
what’s still constant about KO, as 
ZHOO�DV�WKH�GHOLJKW�RI�¿QGLQJ�ZKDW
V�
new,” she said. “It was always 
one of my favorite parts about 
EHLQJ�LQ�WKH�DGPLVVLRQV�RI¿FH�´�

Ms. Clark said that it is 
the work with dedicated students 
that makes her experience with 
Shield and Dragon worthwhile. 

“I always enjoyed the 
opportuni ty  to  work with 
students in this capacity,” she 
said. “I always found that I was 
able to get to know students in 
a different way since it kind of 
echoes a work relationship out 
in the real world, in some ways.”

Shield and Dragon operates 
like a well-oiled machine, so Ms. 
Clark admitted that she doesn’t 
have plans to make any major 
changes. Any variations will come 
from the executive committee, 
comprising seniors class exten-
sive knowledge and experience.  

“The flavor of how the 
group works out every year comes 
out of the executive committee,” 
she said. “If the student leaders 
are really given the opportu-
nity to share their wisdom and 
their perspective, the group as 

by Maddie Pazzani  ’14    
      and Kate Betts ’16

a whole could have a slightly 
different experience every year.”

Ms. Clark has made a 
positive impression on students 
so far. “She has a lot of expe-
rience, so she can combine it 
with a fresh take on the school,” 
sa id  execut ive  commit tee 
member senior Sophie Kruger.n 

Also new to the admissions 
office and Shield and Dragon 
team is Associate Director 
of Admissions Regan Ball. 

Ms. Ball has implemented a 
new process of using Google Docs 
to sign up for admissions events. 

“Everyone can access it, 
DQG�LW�FDQ
W�EH�GHOHWHG���6RSKLH�
said. “It has really helped 
streamline the process, and 
it’s all thanks to Ms. Ball, who 
started this whole bonanza.”

Students in Shield and 
Dragon have a wide range of 
responsibilities, all pertaining 
to presenting a positive image 
of the school to prospec-
tive students and families. 

They began giving campus 
tours this week, in addition 
to working at parent nights, 
open houses, alumni events 
and performing arts programs. 

The group is  one of 
the largest on campus, its 
members totaling 118 this year.

Ms. Clark said that one 
of her favorite things about 
KO is the relationship students 
develop with  the facul ty. 

“The experience here is 
a really organic one, where the 
learning is brokered in terms 
of the relationships between 
teachers and students,” she said. 

She also said that she admired 
the commitment and involvement 
of the student body. “One of the 
traditional distinguishing traits of 
KO is that it’s such a fertile envi-
ronment for students to try things 
like Shield and Dragon,” she said. 

Santiago appointed director of College Advising

by Sarah Gianni ’14

The new school year at KO 
has ushered in many changes, 
including the switch in positions 
between college advisors Amy 
Swords and Zaira Santiago.  Ms. 
Santiago now holds the position 
of director of college advising, and 
Mrs. Swords is associate director.

The switch in positions was 
a mutual decision between Ms. 
Santiago and Mrs. Swords and 
ZDV�¿QDOL]HG�GXULQJ�WKH�VSULQJ���

“This was something that 
we had talked about when Miss 
Santiago came to work in our 
RI¿FH�IRXU�\HDUV�DJR�EHFDXVH�VKH�
expressed an interest in someday 
becoming the director,” said Mrs. 
6ZRUGV���³:H�¿QDOL]HG�WKLV�VZLWFK�
last spring when I decided I was 
ready for a change for personal 
and professional reasons.”   

The decision to switch 
their roles was aimed at strength-
ening the college advising 
office, and to break up the 
responsibilities of the director.

“One of the reasons that I 
requested the switch was because 
I felt I was losing touch with my 
students and families,” Ms. Swords 
said. “The way our office was 
structured before required that the 
Director attend all the meetings, 

make all the decisions, orchestrate 
all the programming, and work 
with half of the junior and senior 
classes, which was too much for 
one person,” said Mrs. Swords.

 Mrs. Swords said that she 
had now taken on the new role of 
“parent information,” which was 
an area that was felt needed more 
attention, in addition to handling 
some of the programming. 

“We also added Peggy 
[Clark] to the staff to help us 
with some of the bigger projects 
that we did not have enough time 
to produce,” said Mrs. Swords.  

The change was an exciting 
step for Ms. Santiago, as she 
has been in the college-advising 
¿HOG�IRU�RYHU����\HDUV��DQG�IHHOV�
ready to take on the new position.  

“This is the career that I 
love and am passionate about, and 
I felt as though I was ready to take 
on more responsibility,” she said.

Mrs. Swords and Ms. 
Santiago have divided their job 
responsibilities, and they are still 
both responsible for advising half 
of each senior class and their fami-
lies through the college process. 

“One of the main differ-
ences now that I am the director 
of college advising is that I have 
to think about the big picture,” 
said Ms. Santiago. “There is more 

of a responsibility to think about 
how any decision I make will have 
an overarching effect on many 
people within the KO community.” 

Being an ambassador for 
KO who is so closely connected 
with people outside of the school’s 
community, Ms. Santiago said 
that she is excited to keep guiding 
KO in the continually changing 
world of college advising.  

“Technology has become a 
huge new part of the college appli-
cation process, and it’s my job 
to be able to guide the school in 
these changes,” said Ms. Santiago.

Borth Ms. Santiago and 
Mrs. Swords said they feel at 
home in their new positions.

“I am thrilled to have more 
time to spend with my students and 
the admissions counselors [who] 
come visit us,” said Mrs. Swords.  
“I enjoy the relationship part of this 
job and like to take my time to sit 
with my seniors without feeling like 
I have to rush off for a meeting.” 

While Ms. Santiago may 
have more meetings to attend this 
year, she said that she is ready to 
take on the new responsibility.  

“I love how this job isn’t just 
DERXW�.2��EXW�DERXW�KRZ�.2�¿WV�
into the outside world,” said Ms. 
Santiago.  “I am going to continue 
doing my best at what I love.” 

A day in the life of KO trainers
There are many overlooked 

faculty members who are vital 
to the KOcommunity, including 
athletic trainers Steve Cannata 
and Julie Kindl, who work 
hard to keep all of the sports-
playing students safe and healthy. 

Mr. Cannata has been an 
athletic trainer for 28 years at KO 
and for two years at Yale University. 

Mr. Cannata said that a high 
school injury prompted him to 
become a trainer. “When I was in 
high school I injured my elbow 
playing baseball,” he said, “so I 
went to the doctor and was told to 
rest for two weeks,” he said. “After 
two weeks it wasn’t any better so I 
went back to the doctor. The doctor 
asked me what position I played, 
and I told him I was a pitcher. Then 
WKH�GRFWRU�VDLG�WKDW�,�VKRXOG�¿QG�
another sport. I wasn’t going to do 

E\�*ULI¿Q�0DORQH\�¶�� WKDW�VR�,�UHDG�HYHU\WKLQJ�,�FRXOG�¿QG�
on elbow injuries from pitching. I 
rehabbed myself and was able to 
pitch the next year. I wanted to 
help kids be able to keep playing 
after getting injured ever since.” 

Mr.  Cannata  sa id  he 
doesn’t have a favorite season 
because every season has things 
to like. “The fun part of changing 
seasons is that it;s like starting 
over; you have new sports, new 
players, and different challenges.” 

Mr. Cannata also said he 
enjoys watching athletes mature 
over the years. “I love my job 
because I get to see kids grow 
and mature as athletes and as 
a person, from middle school 
through high school and then 
when they come back as alums,” 

Mr.  Cannata said his 
favorite part of being an athletic 
trainer is that every day some-
thing different can happen, “You 

*XLGLQJ�.2¶V�DGPLVVLRQV�DPEDVVDGRUV

never know what may be next.” 
He said his least favorite 

part  is all  the paperwork: 
medical forms and tracking who 
hasn’t turned in their forms. 

Mr. Cannata said an average 
day starts in the morning as he 
reviews the previous days injuries 
and does injury reports, and then 
helps Middle School students 
during their sports. After school he 
gets everybody ready for practice, 
evaluates injuries, tapes, and rehabs 
existing injuries. Then he treats any 
injuries that occur during practice.  

Approximately 40 to 50 
kids come into to the trainer’s 
room to talk to Mr. Cannata 
every day. He says the most 
common injury that he sees is 
contusions and ankle sprains. 

Right when school gets out 
the trainers room right has lots of 
athletes getting taped for prac-
tice. Because of this, Mr. Cannata 

said that they go through, “about 
1,500 rolls of tape and about 250 
rolls of pre wrap every year.”

Similar to Mr. Cannata, 
Ms. Kindl said she also decided 
to become a trainer due to a high 
school injury. When she was in 
high school, she injured her knee 
and spent a lot of time in the 
athletic training room doing rehab. 

After seeing so many student 
athletes go in and out of the room, 
she said thought it would be a fun 
job working with athletes and in 
WKH�PHGLFDO�¿HOG��0V��.LQGO�VDLG�
she also wanted to have the oppor-
tunity to help other athletes the 
way her athletic trainer helped her. 

This is Ms. Kindl’s third 
\HDU�DW�.2�DQG�KHU�¿UVW�MRE�RXW�
of college. She said her favorite 
part of being an athletic trainer is 
watching students go from being 
injured to back on the playing 
field and knowing that she had 

an impact on their recovery.
Ms. Kindl also said she loves 

how every day is new. “I love my 
job because I learn new things 
every day,” she said. “No two work-
days are ever the same, and I get to 
work in the great KO community.” 

She said her least favorite 
part is tracking down students to 
take the imPACT baseline test.

Ms. Kindl said fall is her 
favorite time to be an athletic 
trainer. “It is the busiest time of year 
and has the best weather,” she said. 

In the spring Mr. Cannata 
coaches varsity boys baseball, 
and Ms. Kindl has to run the 
training room by herself. \“The 
training room can get hectic 
at times,” she said, “but I’ve 
gotten better at multitasking, 
which makes it a lot easier.”

Ms. Kindl also works 
part time as an athletic trainer 
at CCSU, her alma mater. 

$WKOHWLF�WUDLQHU�6WHYH�&DQQDWD�FKHFNV�RXW�WKH�NQHH�RI�VHQLRU�(OLMDK�/DQJVWRQ��3KRWR�E\�+HOHQD�5RODQG�¶���
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Players of the

Moment:
Seniors Allie Kyff  

and Elijah Langston
by Taryn Braz ’14

6HQLRU�*LUOV�9DUVLW\�9ROOH\EDOO��&R��FDSWDLQ�
$OOLH�.\II��3KRWR�E\�+HOHQD�5RODQG¶���

6HQLRU�%R\V�9DUVLW\�)RRWEDOO�&DSWDLQ�(OLMDK�
/DQJVWRQ��3KRWR�E\�+HOHQD�5RODQG�¶���

Senior Co-captain setter 
Allie Kyff’s volleyball career 
first began freshman year when 
VKH�¿UVW�VLJQHG�XS�IRU�YROOH\EDOO�

“I chose volleyball because 
it seemed like a fun team sport. I 
felt I would be able to establish a lot 
of camaraderie, while also having a 
great time on the court,” said Kyff. 

A three-year varsity player, 
Kyff is now a central player on the 
team, carrying more than her weight 
as a co-captain and a starting setter.

“This year as a captain 
she has totally embraced that 
role and she’s doing a fantastic 
job,” said Head Coach Scott 
McDonald. “She has such a lead-
ership presence on the court.” 

Coach McDonald credits 
Kyff ’s positive attitude as 
one of the main reasons she is 
so successful as a captain of 
the volleyball team. 

“[Kyff] is so enthusiastic 
about the team; she’s that way about 
life,” said Coach McDonald. “She 
always brings that to the volleyball 
court, and it really helps the team 
that she’s positive and supportive.” 

Kyff agreed that her opti-
mistic attitude helps to keep the 
team’s energy up. “I consider one 
of my strengths to be my ability 
to keep everybody motivated. I do 
my best to ‘talk it up’ while on the 

Allie 
¢ě

court and keep my fellow players’  
chins up, regardless of what the 
scoreboard reads,” said Kyff. 

One of Kyff’s other charac-
teristics that helps her as a captain 
is that she works hard to make sure 
that everyone feels valued and 
NQRZV�KRZ�WKH\�EHQH¿W�WKH�WHDP��

“ T h e  m o r e  t h a t  w e 
communicate, the better we 
do, so I do my best to talk as 
much as possible,” said Kyff. 

Although she began as 
a starting player in a different 
position at the end of last 
season, this year Kyff has 
moved into the difficult role of 
starting setter for the Wyverns. 

“It’s a big shift for her, 
but she’s been tackling it with 
determination and her usual atti-
tude and her sense that she can 
do it,” said Coach McDonald.

Kyff also mentioned that she 
herself is impressed by her personal 
improvement with her serve.

“During sophomore year 
I could barely get my serves 
over. Just the other day Coach 
McDonald had us serve 20 times 
and count how many of those went 
over, and I got 19 of mine over. 
I was proud of myself because 
that was an area that I worked 
on and improved,” said Kyff. 

While she has improved in 
every skill in her game, Coach 
McDonald said that he still has 
goals that he would like to see her 
achieve by the end of the season.

“She’s still learning the 
position of setter and where she 
needs to be on the court in each 

play,” said Coach McDonald. 
The setter is equivalent 

to the quarterback in football, 
and it is essential that the setter 
knows the position and the 
game inside and out so that she 
can help the rest of the team. 

“My biggest goal for her 
LV�MXVW�IRU�KHU�WR�UH¿QH�VHWWLQJV�DV�
she goes throughout the season. 
I’m happy with how she’s grown 
and the job that she’s done, and I’m 
looking forward to the season,” 
said Coach McDonald. “I think 
she, and the team, are going 
to have a really good season.” 

Since this is Kyff’s last year 
on the volleyball team she said she 
is hoping to leave a lasting impres-
sion on the team. “I want to leave 
a spirit of positivity after I leave. If 
there’s one thing sports have taught 
me it’s to keep looking forward 
with a positive attitude,” said Kyff.

Elijah
Langston

From a young age. senior 
Elijah Langston watched his two 
biggest idols, Ricky Williams 
and Michael Vick, in the NFL 
and dreamed of being just like 
them. At age 7, when his parents 
felt that he was old enough to 
start playing contact sports, 
he began playing football and 
has not slowed down since. 

Langston joined the KO foot-
ball team as a junior and immedi-

ately jumped right in to the program. 
“In all my years of coaching 

I have never had a player make 
such a strong impact in such a 
short amount of time. In one 
year he managed to not only 
earn the respect of his team-
mates but the school as a whole,” 
said head coach Jason Martinez. 

L a n g s t o n  h a s  h a d 
no issues joining the team, 
which is important in a sport 
as team-oriented as football. 

“Eventually your team-
mates become your best friends. 
My favorite thing about  KO 
football is the team itself. From 
the kids who don’t say much to 
the more outgoing ones there 
is always something to look 
forward to at the end of a long 
school day,” said Langston. 

While Langston is a very 
talented player on the field, his 
coach considers his greatest strength 
to be his leadership qualities.

“ O n e  o f  L a n g s t o n ’s 
biggest strengths on the foot-
ball field is his ability to lead. 
Langston takes a great deal of 
pride in making sure that he leads 
by example. He is a true role 
model,” said Coach Martinez. 

Langston also prides himself 
in being a true team player.

“I consider my strengths 
RQ�WKH�¿HOG�WR�EH�P\�UHOLDELOLW\��
Whether I am struggling or having 
a good game, I always aim to 
impact the game for the best and 
hopefully encourage our team 
no matter the situation. Thanks 
to my experience in football I 

consider my football knowledge 
DQG�P\�DZDUHQHVV�RI�WKH�¿HOG�WR�
be my strengths,” said Langston. 

Langston’s work ethic 
is also an attribute that Coach 
Martinez praises him for, and is 
one of the reasons that he does 
not have many weaknesses. 

³,W�LV�KDUG�WR�¿QG�D�ZHDNQHVV�
because he works so hard at trying 
to be perfect both on and off the 
¿HOG��+H�DOZD\V�EULQJV�D�SURIHV-
sional approach to everything 
he does,” said Coach Martinez. 

His work ethic shows as 
PXFK�RQ�WKH�¿HOG�DV�LW�GRHV�RII�WKH�
¿HOG��DV�/DQJVWRQ�KDG�IRXU�FDWFKHV�
for 112 yards and also had an inter-
ception in the Wyverns’ game 
against Ethical Culture Fieldston 
School on Sept. 12. Football has 
not lost its appeal on him either. 

“My favorite thing about 
football is the energy and the 
excitement you feel both on the 
¿HOG�DQG�RII�RI�LW�´�VDLG�/DQJVWRQ��

Through Langston’s hard 
work and dedication he has 
also helped his own teammates 
by instilling valuable knowl-
edge as to what one needs to do 
to be successful. He constantly 
strives to better both himself 
and his teammates on the field. 

“I am shy, so I hope to 
improve on becoming a better 
vocal leader for the team and 
a good role model for our 
younger players,” said Langston. 

Even though Langston has 
only been at Kingswood Oxford for 
one year, his positive impact has 
EHHQ�IHOW�ERWK�RQ�DQG�RII�WKH�¿HOG�
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place at Canterbury Invitational
by Samantha Pinkes  ’14

Girls cross country is off to 
a fast start this year winning the 
girls Division II race at the Canter-
bury Invitational  last Saturday.

KO was led by freshman 
Chloe Ezzo, who won the race by 
12 seconds with a time of 20:33.

The young team of only 
four seniors and no juniors 
topped the field of 18 teams 
by scoring 94 team points. 

“Chloe is a very experi-
enced runner who has gone to 
multiple running camps and has 
experience from competing in 
eighth grade, and it shows,” senior 

Captain Mary Lessard said. She 
is a great addition to the team.” 

S o p h o m o r e  L a u r e n 
Helsley also earned individual 
recognition for her ninth place 
finish with a time of 22:19.

“Freshman Emily Tran 
ran a smart race,” Coach Jeff 
Perlis said, “as she moved 
steadily up before finishing in 
15th place with a time of 22:48. 

Rounding out the scoring 
for the Wyverns, freshman Faith 
Please and senior Elana Colangelo 
¿QLVKHG���VW�DQG���VW�UHVSHFWLYHO\�´

Sohopomore Lexi DeLucia 
DQG�/HVVDUG�¿QLVKHG�DV�.2V��WK�
and 7th runners, respectively.

“Freshman Emily Tran 
ran really well at the Canter-

bury meet,” Lessard said, “along 
with Helsley, who is an expe-
rienced runner who has been 
doing really well this year after 
having been injured last season.”

She added, “We have all 
been coming together as a team, 
and I look forward to the season 
to come and future successes. 
It was really excited to win the 
Canterbury invitational and 
have two people in the top 10.”

On Saturday, Sept. 15, the 
team competed in the Choate 
Invitational, a highly competi-
tive meet with almost exclu-
sively Founders League teams, 
along with teams from other 

larger schools such as Exeter. 
(]]R�¿QLVKHG�IRXUWK�RYHUDOO��

DQG�/DXUHQ�+HOVOH\�¿QLVKHG���WK��
coming in as KOs second runner. 

Coach Perl is  said he 
has high hopes for the future, 
even with such a young team. 

“The season is going well so 
far . . . The future is bright,” he said. 
“Freshman Faith Pease has also 
recently been getting a lot faster. 
She has never run cross country 
before, but she trains really hard 
in practice and it’s paying off.”

T h e  t e a m  w i l l  b e 
competing this Saturday, Sept. 
28, at the Cheshire Invitational. 

³&KORH�LV�D�YHU\�
H[SHULHQFHG�
UXQQHU�ZKR�KDV�
JRQH�WR�PXOWLSOH�
UXQQLQJ�FDPSV�´������
���±�&URVV�&RXQWU\���
�������&DSWDLQ�0DU\��
                 Lessard
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The boys varsity soccer 
team started off their season strong 
with a 1-1 tie against Canterbury. 

The goal was scored by 
senior back Campbell Taylor six 
minutes into the game after a short 
corner by freshman Jack Wolfe. 

The goal was also the 
first varsity goal for Taylor. 
However, their lead was soon 
gone after Canterbury came 
back to score on a penalty kick. 

“It was a nice start to the 
season but, instead of using the 
goal to dominate Canterbury, 
we sensed an easy game and 
that didn’t end up happening,” 
said Head Coach Peter Jones.

The game might have had 
a completely different outcome if 
not for a last second save by senior 
Co-captain and goalie Reid Collins 
on a shot that hit the goal post. 

The team took home 
their first win of the season on 
Friday, Sept. 20 against Cheshire 
Academy with a score of 3-2.

KO started the game strong 
with one goal near the beginning 

of the game. Cheshire came back 
with one goal, tying up the score.

Tensions rose after a 
controversial call from the referee 
after a Cheshire player tripped 
during a struggle for the ball. 

The referee apparently 
thought it was the fault of a KO 
player, although most players  
and specta tors  d isagreed.

 Nonetheless, Cheshire 
scored from a penalty kick 
and  came in to  the  l ead .

S e n i o r  C o - c a p t a i n -
Vic tor  Rosas-Granda  and 
sophomore Manuel Sainz de 
Baranda  scored  goals, securing 
the win for the Wyverns.   

This game was especially 
exciting because it was played 
at night with fans from both 
schools supporting the teams.

 “I expected Cheshire to be 
fun since it was a night game under 
the lights,” said Coach Jones.

All of the seniors on the 
team have been vital so far in 
the development and improve-
ment of the varsity soccer team. 

“We’ve had fantast ic 
senior leadership from both our 

captains and from our non-captain 
seniors. The non-captain lead-
ership can be one of the most 
important measures of success 
because they can really help 
the attitude,” said Coach Jones. 

The team is a mix of both 
returners and new players who 
are either new to the school or 
new to varsity, but they have 

had no issues working together. 
“Coming out of preseason 

we’ve  had  ve ry  pos i t ive 
team chemistry and everyone 
seems willing to pull for each 
other,”  said Coach Jones.

T h e  t e a m  h a s  b e e n 
working since August in order 
to be prepared for their season. 
Whether it is during games or 
GLI¿FXOW�SUDFWLFHV��WKH\�DUH�DOZD\V�
willing to work hard and push 

by Taryn Braz ’14

Boys soccer ties Canterbury,  
defeats Cheshire Academy 3-2

KO girls varsity volley-
ball team kicked off its 2013 
season this past with a great 
victory against Hopkins. The 
match ended with a score of 3-0 
and the team is looking forward 
to an equally successful season.

A s s i s t a n t  C o a c h 
Carolyn McKee said she is 
very excited about this season 
in  par t icular  because  the 
program is at an all-time high.  

“There were a lot  of 
people at tryouts,” she said, 
“We took a large team this year 
with about eight returners.”  

About half of the team this 
year is made up of new varsity 
players. Senior Rachel Dietz said 
she is thrilled to have so many 
new faces on the team. She said 
that each new player has a uniqe 
strength to bring to the team.  

“[Sophomore] Morgan 
Risinger and junior Melissa Lord 
have really strong tennis back-
grounds, which helps a lot with 
a good arm swing,” she said. 

The team includes several 
juniors, including Mary Mort, 
Amanda  Loughran ,  Ju l i a 
McGowan, Lina Volin and 
Joanie Burzymowska. The team 
also welcomed the addition of 
a few underclassmen, including 
eighth-grader Emma Smith.

 Coach McKee said that 

part of the reason this team has 
started the season in such a good 
place is a preseason clinic.  Many 
players attended a camp at KO 
right before preseason to get ahead 
on preparing for the 2013 season. 

“There is a strong sense of 
team chemistry that they are all 
JRLQJ�WR�EHQH¿W�IURP�´�VKH�VDLG�

After their preseason, the 
team participated in two play days 
where they play several practice 
matches against eight to ten teams.  

The first involved public 

schools at Glastonbury High 
School and the second for 
private school teams was hosted 
by Loomis Chaffee School. 

Head Coach Scott McDonald 
said that these play days were a 
great way to get in to the competi-
tion season.  “At Loomis, we got a 
small taste of what our competition 
for the year would be like,” he said. 

Throughout  the  day, 
players and coaches agreed that 
they continuously improved and 
played very well.  “If that kind 

of effort and team work carries 
through the season, I don’t think 
we have anything to worry about,” 
said senior Abbie Mancinelli.

Coach McDonald also said 
that one of strong points of the 2013 
team is their offense.  “Our serving 
is very strong this year,” he said.  

Senior Co-captains Allie 
Kyff and Sarah Neary will be 
leading the team this year, and both 
coaches are thrilled to have them.  
“[Kyff] and [Neary] both bring a 
really positive energy to practice 

and matches,” Coach McKee said.
Their first match against 

Hopkins was on Wednesday, Sept. 
18 and both captains and coaches 
agreed that it was the perfect team 
with which to start the season.  

“[Hopkins has] a strong 
team from a bigger school 
so they always bring strong 
compe t i t i on , “  Kyff  s a id .  

Coach McKee said that the 
Hopkins team is a great way to 
open because the team tends to play 
better against strong competition.  

“We start off playing hard 
and that puts in a really good place 
for the rest of the season,” she said.

T h e  t e a m  a l s o  h a s 
several goals for the upcoming 
season.  Kyff said that she 
would love to see the team 
improve on their serve receiving.  

Coach McKee also said 
that they are working to develop 
strong teamwork on the court.  “I 
would also love to be able to sub 
in players with ease,” she said.

All players agreed that their 
ultimate goal is to not have any 
weak spots at all.  They would like 
to bring good teamwork and tough 
competition to every team they play.

As the team works towards 
a successful season, they ask 
that as many KO sports fans 
as possible attend their games 
this year.  “We always play 
better with spirit and support 
from our Wyverns,” said Kyff.

by Rachel Yirigian ’14

Volleyball is victorious against 
Hopkins in season opener

-XQLRU�0HOLVVD�/RUG�VKRZFDVHV�KHU�SRZHUIXO�VSLNH�LQ�D�JDPH�DJDLQVW�+RSNLQV��7KH�JDPH��WKH�¿UVW�RI�WKH�VHDVRQ��ZDV�D�
VXFFHVV��WKH�JLUOV�HPHUJHG�YLFWRULRXV�ZLWK�D�����ZLQ��3KRWR�E\�+HOHQD�5RODQG�¶���

through everything as a team. 
“We condition a lot because 

we need to be ready to play a full 
soccer game, but it’s worth it when 
you can see the improvement in 
games,” said senior Jack Sullivan

This year many of their goals 
IRU�WKH�VHDVRQ�UHÀHFW�WKH�VHQVH�RI�
team that the soccer team possesses. 

The  t eam i s  a lways 
striving to improve and work 
hard, while also representing 
themselves and Kingswood 
Oxford in the best possible way. 

“Our goals can’t involve 
other teams because that is some-
thing that we can’t control,” 
said Coach Jones. “The most 
important goal is to concentrate 
on things we as a team and the 
players as individuals can control. 
,�GH¿QLWHO\�H[SHFW�LPSURYHPHQW�
both individually and as a team,” 

The team also wants to 
make it through the season without 
excuses. The Wyverns play a very 
competitive season, but the team 
is ready to face their opponents. 

“We’ve always been a 
very strong defensive-minded 
team and, once we improve 

³(YHU\RQH�VHHPV�
ZLOOLQJ�WR�SXOO�IRU�
HDFK�RWKHU�´�������������
������±�&RDFK�-RQHV

offensively, we will be very 
competitive with other Founders 
League teams,” said Sullivan. 

The defense is one of the 
main strengths of the Wyverns 
this year. The positive attitude 
also has helped the Wyverns, 
and will continue to help them 
against difficult opponents. 

“With an experienced and 
motivated team” Sullivan said, 
“we are looking to stay competi-
tive and shock some teams. With 
a strong defensive unit already in 
place, we need to become more 
opportunistic with offense, and 
that will ultimately be the differ-
ence between winning and losing.”  

At press time, the Wyverns 
were anticipating their next game 
against Loomis last Monday, 
a game they expected to be a 
challenge for the team, but one 
they expected to compete in. 

“Loomis  wi l l  a lways 
provide significant competi-
tion, but I don’t worry about it 
because it’s something that we 
can’t control,” said Coach Jones. 
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by Matt Gutermann ‘14

After powering through 
the intense pre season heat, the 
JLUOV�YDUVLW\�¿HOG�KRFNH\�WHDP�LV�
ready for everything the upcoming 
season has to throw at them.

During the preseason prac-
tice sessions, the girls’ new coach, 
Nikki Blake, began to establish 
the team as one that will never 
run out of energy. Conditioning 
was one of the main focuses 
of the pre-season sessions, and 
the team is going to continue to 
work on it throughout the season.

“The girls did a lot of 
conditioning and will continue 
to condition through the season. 
Field hockey is a sport that 
requires the girls to run for 60 
minutes,” said Coach Blake. 

Coach Blake said that 
the girls will feel the differ-
HQFH�RQ�WKH�¿HOG�ZKHQ�WKH�RWKHU�
team is tired and they aren’t.

Last year, at the end of the 
season, the team was left with no 
returning coaches, so this year 
Coach Blake is taking control of 
the team and starting anew. So far 
she has had nothing but praise from 
senior Tri-captains Taylor Lynn, 
Sophie Pennoyer, and Megan Geier.

“Coach Blake is new this 
year and is great. She has so much 
experience and is really going 
to help us out,” said Pennoyer. 

Ly n n  a g r e e d  t h a t , 
although she is a tough coach 
and demands a lot from her 
players, her rigor is only going to 
EHQH¿W�WKH�WHDP�LQ�WKH�ORQJ�UXQ�

With a new coach, and a 
plethora of returners, the team 
is looking to go out and achieve 
victory over every one of their 
opponents. Losing only four seniors 
after the previous season, this 
year’s squad has more than enough 
talent and experience to go around. 

“The team is big this year, 
and we have a lot of potential 

to do great things. Right now 
we’re looking for the best season 
we’ve had in years,” Geier.

With  the i r  newfound 
positive mentality, the girls 
are  looking forward to  a 
record-breaking season ahead

³6LQFH�WKLV�LV�P\�¿UVW�VHDVRQ�
at KO, I haven’t had the chance to 
experience what the other teams 
look like. I do know that our 
schedule can be tough at times, but 
I believe in this team and, if they 
believe in themselves, they will be 
unstoppable,” said Coach Blake.

However,  in order to 
achieve their aspirations for 
the season, she said, the team 
needs to work on a few skills. 

Other than conditioning, 
she said, the girls are working 
on stellar communication on the 
¿HOG��7R�VXFFHHG��VKH�VDLG��WKH\�DUH�
going to need to be the loudest out 
there so they can set up plays and 
capitalize on all their opportuni-
ties on offense as well as defense.

“One thing our coach 
stresses is to have good commu-
QLFDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�¿HOG��ZKLFK�ZLOO�

help us with making plays to 
get shots on goal,” said Lynn.

While working on these 
vital components to the game, 
the team will be preparing 
for other huge games they 
have this upcoming season.

“We are especially excited 
for our “Play-for-the Cure” game. 
It’s one of our biggest games, and 
we are looking to bring out lots of 
fans as always,” said Pennoyer.

However,  before they 
get to this game the team has 
many more games to play, and 

numerous opponents to conquer. 
In the team’s first scrim-

PDJH�RQ��6HSW����DJDLQVW�6XI¿HOG�
Academy, the girls were able to 
battle through the heat and humidity 
and come out with a stellar 3-0 win. 

“Our scrimmage went very 
well,” said Geier. “We executed 
everything almost perfectly and 
really played our hardest. We can 
already tell that Coach’s [Blake] 
conditioning is paying off.” 

In the Wyverns’ f irst 
regular season game on Friday, 
Sept. 20, against Williston 
Northampton, they played a tough 
game, ultimately losing 0-6.. 

Going into her  inau-
gural season with the KO 
team, Coach Blake said she 
is counting on her captains 
to lead the team to greatness.

“I am very confident in 
my captains and couldn’t have 
asked for three more dedicated, 
positive role models,” she said. 
“They make my job a lot easier. 
It is refreshing to come to prac-
tice every day knowing that I 
have capable captains that keep 
this team together and that they 
don’t make anyone feel left 
out. I couldn’t have asked for a 
better team than the one I have.” 

Going into the coming 
season, the team only has one 
goal: to conquer the impossible.

Football shows promise in 38-20 
come-from-behind Fieldston win

6HQLRU�GHIHQGHU�0DU\�&ROOLWRQ�GLVUXSWV�DQ�RQOVODXJKW�RI�6XI¿HOG�DWWDFNHUV���3KRWR�E\�3HWHU�5XVFRQL�µ���

by Grace Jarmoc ‘14 

The Kingswood Oxford  
football team has started their 
season off strong with both a win 
and a loss. After a summer of hard 
work and a replenished and expe-
rienced roster, the team attacked 
WKHLU�¿UVW�PDWFK�XS�ZLWK�D�ULJRU�
that saw them register the win.

Their first game of the 
season was against Ethical 
Culture Fieldston School in the 
Bronx, NY. Led by junior Justin 
Saint, who had two touchdowns, 
an interception and a forced 
fumble, KO won the game 38-20. 

“We played a great game 
coming back from a two touchdown 

GH¿FLW�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�TXDUWHU��DQG�LW�ZDV�
a great way to start off the season,” 
said senior Matt Gutermann.

³,W�ZDV�D�JUHDW�
ZD\�WR�VWDUW�RII�
WKH�VHDVRQ�´��±�
Matt Gutermann

T h e i r  s e c o n d  g a m e , 
against Hamden Hall this past 
Saturday, the team had an admi-
rable performance but ultimately 
fell short as the team lost 41-20. 
During the game, sophomore 

Isaiah Wright had three touch-
downs, one on a kick return. 

Once the whistle blew for 
the second half, KO began to look 
less flustered. With the second 
unit for Hamden Hall coming in 
and their defensive pressure loos-
ening as the score line expanded, 
Wright managed to pilfer a touch-
down in the third quarter off a 
55-yard pass from senior quarter-
EDFN�DQG�&R�FDSWDLQ�'DQWH�&LRI¿��
Senior Spencer Martin then nailed  
WKH�¿HOG�JRDO�WR�PDNH�WKH�VFRUH�
34-14 in Hamden Hall’s favor.

 Hamden Hall struck right 
back as they ran for another 
touchdown to begin the fourth 
quarter. As the game clock 

ticked, Kingswood began to 
look more and more complacent.

 However,  the  t eam 
managed to muster up a consola-
tion touchdown off of a 14-yard 
SDVV�WR�:ULJKW��&LRI¿�WKXV�HQGHG�
the game with two impressive  
touchdown passes, but unfor-
tunately his defense could not 
keep the opposition from scoring. 

S e n i o r  C o - c a p t a i n 
Kevin Ruffee said that he 
was proud of how the team 
responded in a tough situation.

Ruffee also said that 
Hamden Hall is a very good 
team and he is not worried about 
the tough loss because he is 
confident the team will bounce 

back from it and respond well.
“We have a great secondary, 

great receivers and our line has 
improved a lot, we just had a 
tough day and we didn’t play to our 
PD[LPXP�SRWHQWLDO�´�VDLG�&LRI¿�

Coach Martinez is more 
WKDQ�FRQ¿GHQW�WKDW�KLV�¿YH�VHQLRU�
FR�FDSWDLQV��&LRI¿��5XIIHH��(OLMDK�
Langston, Max Petrie, and Fen 
Deskus will lead the team to 
a season for the record books.

The team’s next game will be 
against  Holderness School away 
at 2 p.m. this Saturday, Sept. 28. 

Although an undefeated 
season is now no longer possible, 
the team plans on approaching 
WKHLU�¿QDO�JDPHV�H[SHFWLQJ�WR�ZLQ�

³&RDFK�%ODNH�LV�
QHZ�WKLV�\HDU�DQG�
LV�JUHDW��6KH�KDV�
VR�PXFK�H[SHUL-
HQFH�DQG�LV�UHDOO\�
JRLQJ�WR�KHOS�XV�
RXW��������������� �����
±�6RSKLH���3HQQR\HU��������������������
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Girls soccer defeats Miss Porter’s 2-0
by Matthew Gutermann ’14

After two games of stellar 
play, and a preseason full of hard 
work, the girls varsity soccer 
team has a solid starting record 
to show for it, closely losing to a 
top ranked Wilbraham team, and 
beating a solid Miss Porter’s squad.

The girls began their path 
toward greatness during the 
closing weeks of the summer 
wi th  pre-season sess ions .

“Although we didn’t have 
a great turnout,” said jun Junior 
Co-captain Kennelly Allerton, 
“everyone came out and worked 
really hard for a few hours a day.” 

During this time the team 
worked on the fundamentals 
of the game, going back to the 
basics hoping to improve even 
the tiniest bit of their game.

Assis t ing Aller ton in 
leading the team this year is junior 
Co-captain Olivia Whirty, who 
was also positive about the team’s 
hard work during preseason, and 
agreed that it was very helpful 
to everyone who came out.

When it came down to the 
wire, and all their preseason work 
came to a test, it was against 
Wilbraham and Monson that the 
girls would open their season.

7KH�WHDP�FDPH�RQWR�WKH�¿HOG�
and gave it 100 percent for the entire 
game, battling for every loose ball 
that came their way. However, at 

WKH�JDPH¶V�¿QDO�EX]]HU�WKH�JLUOV�
had finished with a 1-0 deficit.

“We lost  1-0 but  we 
played well as a team for our 
first real game,” Whirty said, 
“and I am proud of the girls 
for the way that we played.”

)UHVK�RII�RI�WKHLU�¿UVW�ORVV�
with an opportunistic outlook, the 
team hit the field hard for their 
next few practices, preparing to 
take a beating by Miss Porter’s.

But they came out and 
gave it their all, wanting to extin-
guish the taste of loss from their 
tongues, beating Miss Porter’s 2-0.

The team brought the 
PHDQLQJ�RI�KRPH�¿HOG�DGYDQWDJH�WR�
a new level and played well as a unit.

“[Miss Porter’s] was a great 
game for us, we really worked well 
as a unit and played to the best of 
our ability as a team,” said Allerton.

Although the team showed 

SURPLVH�LQ�WKHLU�¿UVW�WZR�UHJXODU��
season games, Head Coach Tracy 
Deeter doesn’t think the girls 
should get ahead of themselves.

Coach Deeter said that, 
while the girls work very well 
as a solid unit, playing unself-
ishly and working as one, they 
lack in other key areas of the 
game like communication.

Coach Deeter explained that 
if the team is to reach their full 

potential, they will need to work on 
communicating better when tired. 
“When they get tired, the field 
becomes silent, and it results in 
breakdowns,” said Coach Deeter. 

While the team has a few 
minor goals to achieve this season, 
Allerton, Whirty and Coach Deeter 
all have one main goal in sight. 
That goal is making the New 
England Class B tournament. 

A  f e w  y e a r s  a g o 
the team won the tourna-
ment, and they are looking to 
reclaim the title as their own.

“Every game is a big 
game this year,” said Whirty. 
“If we want to make the tourna-
ment we need to work together 
to win a majority of our games.”

While working towards this 
goal the team must improve every 
day on aspects of their game, such 
as communication, if they plan on 
reclaiming the path to greatness.

“ I t  w i l l  b e  a  t e a m 
effort to find success this 
season,” Coach Deeter said, 

The  team suffered  a 
tough lost 4-0 against a talented 
Wi l l i s t o n  N o r t h h a m p t o n 
School on Saturday Sept. 21. 

And this is exactly what the 
team plans to do: work together 
to achieve their common goal. 
The next step, an away game, is 
this Saturday Sept. 28, at 2:30 
p.m. against Ethel Walker School.

-XQLRU�&R�FDSWDLQ�2OLYD�:KLUW\�ERRWV�WKH�EDOO�GRZQ¿HOG�DJDLQVW�D��0LVV�3RUWHU¶V�GHIHPGHU���3KRWR�E\�3HWHU�5XVFRQL�

��¢�ȱ��ȱę������ȱ������ȱ
at Canterbury Invitational
E\�*ULI¿Q�0DORQH\�¶��

The boys varsity cross 
country team is working hard 
to bounce back from a disap-
pointing end to last season.

The team had a strong start to 
last season but then all four seniors 
got injured, which made for a 
tough ending. This year the team is 
ready to bounce back and  ran well 
in the Choate Invitational scrim-
mage. “[Senior Co-captain Sam] 
Goddard ran a great race,” said 
senior Co-captain Dan Dunham.

 “It’s my last season running 

with the team, and I am ready 
to leave it all out there,”  said 
Dunham. “I am also excited for 
Williston Northampton School/
Shaler Invitational because they 
have the flattest course, which 
gives everyone their best time, 
DQG�LW¶V�D�JUHDW�FRQ¿GHQW�ERRVWHU�´

Dunham said that the 
team has been working really 
hard during every workout to 
get faster. The team runs every 
day at Hartford Reservoir No., 
1 except when they have to run 
a specific distance because it’s 
easier to measure around school. 

The team has 18 members 
but only seven of them run varsity. 

On Saturday Sept. 21 the 
team went to the Canterbury 
Invitational, which is a big invi-
tational because both Division 1 
and Division 2 teams attend. The 
D1 schools consist of Founders 
League schools, and KO is in D2. 

KO came in second last 
\HDU�DQG�¿QLVKHG�HLJKWK�WKLV�\HDU��
Goddard came in fourth with a 
time of 18:11, and Dunham came 
in 21st with a time of 19:19. 

“I am least excited for 
hamburgers,” said Dunham. 

“They are eight 600s with 
only two-minute rest, and you 
have to hit a certain time.”

When Mr. Goodman imple-
mented “hamburgers” years 
ago, there were hamburgers 
for lunch that day and more 
than half the team got sick. 

“ [Head]  Coach  Fr i tz 
Goodman preaches a lot about 
working harder and ideological 
stuff,” said Goddard, “Good-
man’s philosophy is it’s your 
choice if you want to do well.”

The team lost  Mason 
Guyette, who would have been 

a senior capatin if he hadn’t 
moved to Minnesota last year. 

The  t eam i s  l ed  by 
Goddard and Dunham. Some 
other key players who contribute 
are junior Nate Washburn, 
sophomore Kyle McLaughlin 
and junior Jacob Tvaronaitis.  

Last year the temperature 
at the Founders League Cham-
pionship was 35 degrees, so 
the team hopes its warmer this 
year. The team’s next race is the 
O’Connell Cheshire Invitational 
at 3 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 28.

9:00 AM     MS Boys Soccer    Home 

 vs. Wyvern Invitational Soccer Classic (WISC)
    
 9:00 AM     MS Girls Soccer    Home 

 vs. Wyvern Invitational Soccer Classic (WISC)
    
 10:00 AM     MS Boys & Girls' Cross Country    Away 
 vs. Cheshire Academy / Cheshire Invitational
  
 12:00 PM     3rd Girls Volleyball    Away 
ȱ��ǯȱ�����Ĝ�ȱ������
   
 2:00 PM     JV Boys Soccer    Home 

 vs. Taft School

Sports Schedule for Saturday, Sept. 28
2:00 PM     Varsity Boys Football    Away 
 vs. Holderness School

 2:00 PM     Varsity Boys Soccer    Home 
 vs. Taft School
    
 2:30 PM     JV Girls Soccer    Away 
 vs. Ethel Walker School
 
2:30 PM     JV Girls Volleyball    Away 
ȱ��ǯȱ��Ĝ���ȱ������¢ȱ
 

2:30 PM     Varsity Girls Field Hockey    Away 
 vs. Ethel Walker School
 
2:30 PM     Varsity Girls Soccer    Away 
 vs. Ethel Walker School
 
 2:30PM     Varsity Girls Volleyball    Away 
ȱ��ǯȱ��Ĝ���ȱ������¢
  
 3:00 PM     Varsity Boys & Girls Cross Country    Away 
 O'Connell Cheshire Invitational   
  


