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KO students attending the 
2014 Team Tobati trip, led by Form 
Five Dean and Spanish teacher 
Ronald Garcia, will depart for 
Paraguay on Sunday, March 9, and 
return on Wednesday, March 19.

The trip’s itinerary includes 
several community service proj-
ects involving the locals, some 
of which are completely new to 
the program, said Mr. Garcia.

“We have around 10 
different projects,” he said. 
“We’re even building a classroom 
in a village called San Rafael.”

The kids will also volun-
teer to work in parks, soccer 
fields, and gardens, generally 
making the Tobati community 
a better place, said Mr. Garcia.

All in all, there are 70 KO 
students signed up to participate 
this year. “We have 21 sopho-
mores, 24 juniors, 23 seniors, and 
two freshmen,” said Mr. Garcia.

There will also be several 
other faculty chaperones, including 
history teacher David Baker, School 
Nurse Jean Auerbach, and former 
creative arts teacher Lud Baldwin.

Senior Warren Hadley, 
who will be joining the Team 

Tobati trip for his fourth time, 
said that the program always has 
new and exciting opportunities to 
take part in. “Every year the trip 
is unique and different than the 
year before,” he said. “It’s really 
my favorite time of the year.”

Junior Claire Halloran, a 
two-year alum to the program, 
agreed. “The people there 
are some of the most genuine 
people I’ve ever met,” she said.

Freshman Adam Kim, one 
of the two freshmen to attend, 
said that he is very excited to 
take part in the journey. “I think 
it will be really fun to go to a new 

country and help people,” he said.
Many of the alumni also 

said that they were eager to 
participate in this year’s activities.  

According to Mr. Garcia, 
one of the exciting new activities 
planned is a pool party, where the 
kids can swim and dance to music 
from a Paraguayan D.J. “We’re 
always looking for good Sunday 
afternoon activities,” he said.

Senior Max Petrie, who has 
attended the trip for the last two 
years, said that he cannot wait to 
interact with the locals in a friendly 
sports competition. “I’m really 
excited for the soccer games,” he 

said. “On the nights when we go 
to the athletic complex, we often 
play against some of the Para-
guayans. They’re usually better 
than us, but it’s a lot of fun.”

Warren said that his favorite 
part of past trips has been the 
Rosado festival, where the KO 
and Paraguayan kids mingle, 
GDQFH��DQG�ZDWFK�D�ÀDPLQJ�EXOO��
“As a senior, it also means that I’ll 
be playing a different role in this 
year’s Rosado festival,” he said.

Claire said that the trip has 
been a huge learning experience. 
“I really like making a difference 
in somebody’s life,” she said.

Team Tobatí returns to Paraguay
by Noah Stanton ’17

Symposium visit canceled
h i s  d o u b l e  c a n c e l l a t i o n . 

“I think it’s kind of suspi-
cious that he’s been sick both times 
he canceled, and I think it’s ridicu-
lous that he made us wait so long 
for him to try to come back a second 
time,” said junior Max Bash. 

Still, others said it was 
unfair to make assumptions 
about his personality due to 
his likely legitimate illness. 

“I hate that people are judging 
his character for not coming,” 
said junior Reilly Callahan. 

Guidance counselor Chas-
tity Rodriguez agreed. “It must 
have been hard to make that call 
between taking care of yourself 
or disappointing people,” she 
said. “I think we need to just take 
him at face value and believe 
him without all this suspicion.”

Most Symposium students 
said the experience in the class has 
been more than worthwhile, despite 
the loss of face time with the author. 

“He’s a famous author and 
of course we were impressed by 
his work, but it’s also important to 
remember that he’s also a human 
being who’s not impervious to 
illness,” said senior Sympo-
sium student Sophie Kruger. 

Sherman Alexie, this year’s 
Baird English Symposium author, 
canceled his visit to KO’s campus 
scheduled for Wednesday, March 
5 and Thursday, March 6. This 
PDUNV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�WKDW�DQ�DXWKRU�
has canceled his or her  visit 
in the event’s 31-year history. 

Mr. Alexie said he was 
unable to travel from his home in 
Seattle because of bronchitis. He 
was originally scheduled to visit 
in early December, but he post-
poned to March due to illness.

On Monday afternoon, Mr. 
Alexie’s agent informed Meg 
Kasprak, English department 
co-chair and coordinator of the 
event, that there might be changes 
in the author’s travel plans because 
he had canceled his event scheduled 
for Tuesday night in Corning, NY.

The agent called at 6 p.m. 
7XHVGD\�WR�RI¿FLDOO\�FDQFHO�0U��
Alexie’s visit, and Mrs. Kasprak 
posted the news on the faculty 
conference on Wednesday morning. 

According to Mrs. Kasprak, 
Mr. Alexie’s contract states 
that if either the author or the 
school needs to cancel, both 
parties must make “all reason-
able effort” to reschedule. Since 

Mr. Alexie had already post-
poned and rescheduled once, he 
is no longer obligated to schedule 
another date. Mrs. Kasprak said 
that the agency will return Mr. 
Alexie’s compensation in full. 

Symposium teacher Kyle 
Chapman said that, although 
the cancellation is a disappoint-
ment, the reaction from the 
class has not been as emotional 
as the first time he canceled. 

“It’s not as big a surprise or 
as devastating the second time,” he 
said. “I still feel the same sadness 
for the kids that they’re not getting 
their moment in the sun. That 
hasn’t changed, but the emotional 
reaction I had the first time is 
just not here the second time. 
We’ve already been burned once.” 

Senior Symposium student 
Natasha Wolman said that she 
shared Mr. Chapman’s feel-
ings. “I hoped that he’d come, 
but I’m not so surprised that he 
didn’t,” she said. “I just had a 
gut feeling that he wouldn’t.” 

Natasha was not alone with 
this gut feeling; rumors circu-
lated through campus on Monday 
that he would not come after 
students saw Mr. Alexie’s Tweet 
complaining of “bronchial cough 
combined with back spasms.”

Political science teacher 
and longtime faculty member 
Ann Serow said that she thought 
Mr. Alexie’s sickness was not 
a valid excuse for canceling 
such a cherished KO tradition. 

“There are kids who play 
sports with injuries, or kids who 
are sick in class with boxes of 

tissues in front of them,” she 
said. “We weren’t asking him to 
walk here or sleep out in a tent... 
Hobbes says that people are basi-
cally selfish and out for them-
selves. So when he didn’t come 
earlier, we knew this is how he is.”

S o m e  s t u d e n t s  a l s o 
expressed exasperation with 

by Maddie Pazzani ’14

Continued on page 18.

Creative arts teacher Greg Scranton crafted this 
print to commemorate this year’s Baird Symposium. 
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Mark Zimmer, a biochemist 
and professor at Worcester Poly-
technic Institute, addressed 
an all-school assembly on 
Friday, February 21, about his 
research in the 17th annual 
Stroud Science Symposium.  

The research that Dr. 
Zimmer has been conducting 
is primarily concerned with 
exploring the use of proteins which 
cause bioluminescence in animals 
such as the Aequorea victoria as a 
way to to trace and treat diseases 
and other medical conditions.

The process that Dr. Zimmer 
described involves taking the DNA 
that produces the light-emitting 
protein, and implanting the DNA 
that codes for that protein at 
the end of another protein they 
wish to track.  The result of this 
process is that whatever protein 
the original DNA was going to 
create will be created in conjunc-
tion with the glowing protein.  

This makes it easier to iden-
tify where that protein shows up, 
and makes future experimentation 
on the desired protein easier to 
accomplish because the location of 
WKH�SURWHLQ�FDQ�EH�HDVLO\�LGHQWL¿HG�

Dr. Zimmer gave several 
examples of the application of 
this process. These examples came 
from a class he taught with the 
Semester at Sea program entitled 
“Lighting up Diseases,” which 
was focused around learning 
about how the aforementioned 
glowing protein has been used to 
do research about various diseases.  

The first example Dr. 
Zimmer gave was heart disease. 
“The convulsions of the heart 
are not caused by the brain,” he 

said, “but by a timing protein. 
We can’t do any experiments on 
humans, but we can use certain 
worms which share 60 percent of 
genetic diseases with humans.”  

Using the glowing protein’s 
DNA, the timing protein was high-
lighted and the timing was found 
to exist in three separate areas of 
the worm.  The next step was to 
see how the worm was affected 
if one of those three areas was 
denied access to the timing protein. 

The results showed that, by 
cutting the timing protein from 
the worm’s stomach, the worm’s 
bowel movements were affected.  
Where the worm normally 
had bowel movements quite 
frequently, it now lost its natural 
scheduled and grew abnormally.

When the protein was taken 
away from the mouth area, the 
worm died instantly due to its 
swallowing rhythm being inter-
rupted.  “Humans are constantly 
swallowing because they produce 
up to two liters of saliva every 
day,” he said. “The swallowing 
is not noticeable because it is 
such a small action; removing 
this from the worm killed it.” 

This same technique was 
used on mice to explore the 
effects of a heart attack on a preg-
nant mouse and the offspring she 
carries.  What was found was 
WKDW�SUHJQDQW�PLFH�KDYH�D�VLJQL¿-
cantly higher chance of surviving 
a heart attack.  The glowing 
protein was used to trace where 
cells in the mouse traveled over 
the course of the heart attack.  

This is relevant because 
normal mice and humans do 
not possess the ability to repair 
damaged cells from a heart attack, 
but by using the glowing protein, 

researchers were able to discover 
that, in pregnant mice, cells were 
borrowed from the fetus during 
a heart attack to repair the heart.

This was done by creating 
glowing offspring by breeding 
a normal mouse with a glowing 
mouse, so that the fetuses would 
be glowing. Then, after inducing a 
heart attack, the mouse was sacri-
¿FHG�DQG�GLVVHFWHG�DQG�WKH�KHDUW�
was examined. Some of the cells in 
the heart were now glowing, signi-
fying that cells had been borrowed 
from the unborn offspring.  These 
tests are used to help explain why 
pregenent women have higher 
chances of surviving a heart attacks.

Dr. Zimmer also described 
a company called Oxitech that is 
using glowing mosquitoes as a way 
to curb the populations of Dengue 
Fever-causing mosquitoes in some 
areas. The company’s mosquitoes 
are sterile, and this species of 
mosquitoes can only mate once in 
their lives, so the sterile mosqui-
toes go around taking away oppor-
tunities to create more mosqui-
toes. Because the mosquitoes of 
the company glow, it is easy for 
them to study the populations and 
keep control over their insects.

Dr. Zimmer also described 
how the glowing protein was used 
to trace malaria in a mouse. This 
helped to illustrate how the infec-
tious disease “”hides” in blood 
cells to avoid being detected by the 
immune system before multiplying 
and bursting out of the blood 
cell, and repeating the process.  

However, in the case of 
animals with structurally weak-
ened blood cells, the cells collapsed 
upon having the parasite enter 
them, removing a chance for them 
WR�KLGH��7KH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�WKLV�

for humans is that we understand 
that sickle cell anemia, a genetic 
disease present in some people 
with African heritage causing 
misshaped blood cells, is an adap-
tion to help protect against malaria.

Finally, Dr. Zimmer talked 
about Chagas disease, a disease 
spread by the kissing bug.  The 
bug does not give the disease 
directly, but instead the disease 
exists inside the insect’s intes-
tinal tract so that it is present in 
its feces. After the bug bites a 
victim, it has a bowel movement, 
and the victim’s scratching the bite 
can result in getting the disease 
in the skin and into the body.  

There are immediate symp-
toms similar to a cold.  “The 
problem is that your body kills 
99 percent of the disease, but 
the surviving population goes 
to the stomach or the heart and 
remains there for decades, even-
tually causing heart problems for 
which the only solution is a heart 
transplant,” said Dr. Zimmer.  

He said there has been 
surprisingly little research done 
into Chagas Disease, because it is 
primarily present in Third World 
countries, and any medication 
would not be affordable. “The 
best way to treat it is usually to 
remove the kissing bug’s hiding 
places, usually small cracks 
in the wall,” said Dr. Zimmer.  

He also talked about a 
company that produces a paste 
that, when ingested by the kissing 
bug, covers the parasite in its 
stomach in molecules that bind 
to sugar, resulting in the normal 
exterior of the disease, sugar, 
being covered in something else. 

This means that the disease 
cannot trick cells into letting it into 

the cell as a sugar molecule, and 
so the disease has nowhere to hide 
from the body’s immune system.  

Dr. Zimmer’s presenta-
tion was well received by many 
students who enjoy biology and 
other sciences.  “My biology class 
KDG�MXVW�¿QLVKHG�SURWHLQ�V\QWKHVLV�´�
Science Department Chair Fred-
erick Goodman, said.”A large 
segment of my biology students 
said they related to the topic [of 
the assembly] better because 
they had a deeper understanding 
of the topic and it was more 
relevant to their experiences.” 

Mr. Goodman said he 
also enjoyed the assembly. “[Dr. 
Zimmer’s] presentation related 
WR�DFWXDO�VFLHQWL¿F�UHVHDUFK��EXW�
also to social science,” he said. 
“for example, the point he made 
about poorer populations having 
poorer defense against diseases.” 

Mr. Goodman said that an 
important message of the assembly 
was that science requires an 
extraordinary amount of creativity. 
³8VLQJ�SURWHLQV�IURP�D�MHOO\¿VK�
to do research is an act of artistic 
creativity,” he said. “It never 
ceases to amaze my how creative 
scientists can be.  Scientists prove 
WKDW�FUHDWLYLW\�LV�LQ¿QLWH�LQ�QDWXUH�´�

Students also said the 
assembly was exciting. “I 
thought the subject was quite 
interesting,” said junior and 
AP biology student Denizhan 
Kara. “Some people might not 
think this because the subject 
ZDV�YHU\�VSHFL¿F��EXW�,�WKRXJKW�
the speaker was really great.”  

Senior Allie Stanton said 
she also enjoyed the assembly. 
“It was probably one of the 
most interesting assemblies 
I’ve ever seen at KO,” she said. 

Mark Zimmer inspires students
by Dylan Borruso ‘15

Cum Laude recipients celebrate achievement

The 2014 Cum Laude inductees line up for a picture in the Conklin Library on Wednesday, February 18. Photo by Michelle Murphy.

by William Martin ‘14

On Wednesday, February 18, 
19 KO seniors were inducted into 
the Cum Laude Society, a national 
honor society for students, in a 
dinner and celebration after school. 

The dinner began with a 
reception in the school’s library, 
where pictures of the group of 
students were taken. Head of 
School Dennis Bisgaard gave 
a short introduction before 
presenting Ann Serow, chair of 
the history department and presi-
dent of KO’s Cum Laude Society, 
to formally induct the students. 

“I want to say congratulations 
to all of you students who make 
up this very unique and wonderful 
group of Cum Laude and to all of 
the parents” Mr. Bisgaard said.

Before giving students their 
FHUWL¿FDWHV��'U��6HURZ�JDYH�D�VKRUW�
VSHHFK�DERXW�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�WKH�
event, congratulating the students 
on their hard work. “It’s a lonely 
pursuit sometimes in the library. 
Not every young person is willing 
to put in that amount of time and 
commitment. But you should know 
tonight that you are not alone in 

doing that,” Dr. Serow said.
After each student was 

officially inducted in the Cum 
Laude Society, the group of 
students, parents and teachers 
moved to the dining hall to 
each a  buffe t -s tyle  meal . 

After the dinner, Christo-
pher Shea, a 2002 KO graduate 
and a member of the Cum Laude 
Society, spoke to the students 

about his experiences after his 
graduation from KO. He told the 
students to “find new interests 
and broaden [their] interests.” 

He explained that his experi-
ences at KO gave him a wealth of 
H[SHULHQFH�LQ�D�QXPEHU�RI�¿HOGV�WKDW�
helped enrich his life. “While your 
work in the classroom is important, 
there are other things out there that 
further your education,” he said. 

Most people said they 
were very pleased with the event. 
“Despite the snow-out of the 
previous evening, the Cum Laude 
dinner was a great success,” 
Dr. Serow said. “The food was 
excellent. The flowers were 
beautiful, the speaker was inter-
esting, the parents were proud, 
and the students were smart,” 

Senior inductee Grace 

Jarmoc agreed. “It was nice to be 
recognized for four years of hard 
work,” she said. “KO made it a  very 
special evening. I’m so happy for 
everyone who recieved the award.” 

Senior inductee Natalie 
Goldstein expressed similar senti-
ments. “It was a really nice cere-
mony. I appreciated the effort that 
KO put into the dinner. It was just 
a really nice evening,” she said.

Biochemist uses luminescence to treat diseases
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A Wyvern’s Tale

by Maddie Pazzani ’14

The editorials below represent the collective opin-
ion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Maddie Pazzani, Mary Lessard, 
	����ȱ������ǰȱ�����ȱ	�����ǰȱ���¢��ȱ��Ĵ�����ǰȱ
����ȱ������ǰȱ���¢�ȱ���£ǰȱ�����ȱ¢ěǰȱ������ȱ���-
son, Katherine Gianni and Sophie Kruger.
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Student surveys 
should include 
advisors, coaches

We as the staff of the KO News 
would like to address the teacher surveys. 
While we thought it was a great way to 
evaluate teachers, we think the surveys 
should be extended to advisors and coaches.

The surveys were an awesome way 
to evaluate teachers. Students were able 
to identify strengths and weaknesses that 
teachers may have not even been aware of. 

The surveys will not only help the 
teachers but also their students if they imple-
ment change. It also makes students happy 
to know they have a say in their classes.

Another positive feature of the 
surveys was that teachers could ask 
VSHFL¿F�TXHVWLRQV�WR�HDFK�RI�WKHLU�FODVVHV��

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e r e  w e r e 
s o m e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  d i s c u s -
sions in regard to the survey results. 

S tudents  and teachers  were 
able to have meaningful conversa-
tions about strengths and weaknesses 
of the teachers that may otherwise not 
have been prompted without the survey.

With all of the positive results of the 

surveys, we think it would be helpful to 
extend the surveys to advisors and coaches. 

Often, coaches and advisors are not 
evaluated by students. Students should have 
the opportunity to give these individuals 
constructive feedback as coaches and advi-
sors always give it to students. This can only 
help the future students and teachers too.

Similarly, it is often difficult to  
start a conversation about dilemmas. This 
would be an effective way to prod along 
these conversations as well as praise 
coaches and advisors on what they do best.

Something else to consider is 
that coaches can be different people 
in the classroom. Their  teaching 
styles and coaching styles can clash.

Also, coaches and advisors  may have 
different sets of  students in their advisee 
group or on their team than those they teach. 
It will be helpful for them to get a different 
set of opinions for a different set of students.

Teachers know teaching is their 
first priority, but they should consider 
their advisee groups and teams too. 

Is it too early for spring sports?
As hard as it is to admit, spring 

is not upon us.  As we patiently await 
another apocalyptic snowstorm and plunge 
ourselves into the bitter temperatures 
while walking to class, we at the KO News 
¿QG�RXUVHOYHV�GUHDPLQJ�RI�D�EHWWHU�WLPH���

We want green grass, sunshine, 
and blue skies painting our visual 
canvas, as we lie on the turf or Senior 
Green during free periods basking in 
the warmth and working on our tans.  

However, as much as we yearn 
for dresses, shorts, and, most impor-
tantly spring sports, the reality is that 
snow still smothers the ground and 
hats and coats are still a necessity.   

While we layer up with mittens 
and sweaters, it is hard to imagine that 
our minds and bodies are being forced 
into thinking and acting like it is spring.  
We at the KO News believe that it is 
too early for spring sports to begin.  

If the turf has to be plowed for 
lacrosse athletes to practice on it, then 
should they really be making the effort, 
especially when another snowstorm is 
bound to unleash its fury at any moment?  

Also, because most of the grass 
is still covered with at least one foot of 
snow, many teams are forced to share 
time at the field house or in the gyms.  

Due to the lack of space available, 

many teams have inconvenient prac-
tice times that are subject to change at 
any moment if snow hits or temperatures 
reach unsafe practice levels.  This uncer-
tainty leaves many students who live far 
DZD\�WR�VWUXJJOH�ZLWK�¿QGLQJ�ULGHV�KRPH�

Another reason that it is too early for 
spring sports to begin is that some teams are 
VWLOO�QRW�¿QLVKHG�ZLWK�WKHLU�ZLQWHU�VHDVRQ���

Therefore these students, who are still 
focusing on their championship meets or the 
winter musical, have to listen to the rest of 
their peers talk about tryouts and practices 
for spring that they are missing out on.  

It is unfair that these athletes are 
not able to attend the first few days 

of tryouts for varsity teams due to a 
circumstance that is out of their control.  

Spring sports should not begin 
until everyone is able to join in so 
as not to miss important tryouts.

We at the KO News also believe that 
it is physically too cold for students to be 
practicing outside holding frozen metal 
lacrosse sticks or running outside where ice 
threatens to twist an ankle or break a bone.  

Spring sports should start when 
the weather feels like spring outside.  
Right now, spring is the last season we 
think of while looking outdoors.  The 
school should consider wating until after 
March Break for spring sports to begin.  

This past week, I’ve been confronted 
with many conclusions, endings and lasts: 
the end of my last musical at KO, the 
completion of my time studying Sherman 
Alexie in the Symposium class, the submis-
sion of my thesis, and the publication of 
what you are currently holding in your 
hands, my last issue as editor in chief of 
this newspaper. I stopped working at the 
after school job I’ve had for two years, I 
took a last batch of rigorous tests, and I’m 
HYHQ�FORVH�WR�¿QLVKLQJ�WKDW�VZHDWHU�,�VWDUWHG�
knitting way back during Thanksgiving 
break. It seems that in a few short days, 
HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�KDV�GH¿QHG�P\�H[SHULHQFH�
at this school is rapidly coming to a close. 

Honestly, it’s a bit bewildering. For 
DSSUR[LPDWHO\�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�VLQFH�P\�IRRW-
loose days as an underclassman, I’ll be 
relatively free of many responsibilities and 
obligations (besides keeping my grades up, 
of course). While I’m not exactly going to 
miss the late nights and constant stress, I’m 
not sure what I’m going to do with myself 
in these next few months. I never thought 
I’d be so scared of the freedom of the 
senior slide. But part of what is troubling 
me is that way down underneath the stress 
and sleep deprivation, I genuinely enjoy 
these “obligations,” and it’s bittersweet to 
see my time with them come to a close.

Through all this work I’ve learned 
some important things about myself. I 
know that I’m focused, I work well under 
pressure, and that I struggle to stay moti-
vated in areas that don’t interest me. For 
better or worse, I know more about how I 
tick than I did at the start of high school. 
And while not everyone has discovered the 

same traits within their personalities, I think 
it’s safe to say that we’ve all learned more 
about ourselves in our time here, which I 
believe is really the purpose of high school. 

KO obviously contributes a lot to 
our development. I don’t need to explain 
to anyone the hard work and strength 
of mind it takes to succeed here. It’s 
usually pretty tough, but if KO hadn’t 
forced me to go through all the trials and 
tribulations, then I never would have 
learned so much about myself. It’s just 
as much a part of our education as the 
endless problem sets and research papers. 

And since this is my last chance in 
the near future to publish two columns of 
my thoughts and feelings, some advice: 
Always follow your instincts, and take 
ULVNV��(YHQ�LI�LW�PDNHV�\RXU�OLIH�PRUH�GLI¿-
cult, uncomfortable or frightening, it’s only 
temporary. I’ve never been unhappy with 
a decision made from following my gut. 

Finally, develop bonds with your 
teachers. They know so much more than 
what they put in their lesson plans, and it’s 
RQO\�E\�VWD\LQJ�D�OLWWOH�DIWHU�FODVV�RU�¿QGLQJ�
an excuse to meet during a free period that 
you can get a glimpse at all their knowl-
edge. We are so fortunate to have some truly 
incredible characters at this school. They’re 
nerdy, cool, eccentric, welcoming, and above 
all, wise, and it would be a shame not to take 
advantage of everything they have to offer.

$V�,�¿QLVK�P\�ODVW�PRQWKV�RI�KLJK�
school and head off to the next phase of my 
life, I’m going to try to follow my own advice 
the best I can. I’m sure I’ll learn plenty more 
in the years to come, but I can already tell that 
I owe a good deal to KO. Thanks to everyone 
at KO, and especially those who read this 
paper. Best of luck to the new editors.

Advice from a second
semester senior
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Have you heard of Michael Sam?

by William Gilyard 

At some point in time, we all 
hope that we can be judged by the 
merits of what we do. We hope that 
we have the intestinal fortitude to 
do the right thing when no one is 
looking, when praise is not on the 
horizon. The culture of the NFL 
will be put to the test this summer 
as the NFL draft approaches. We, 
the audience, will have a some-
what public view of how the NFL, 
executives, coaches, and players 
will adjust to having its first 
openly gay player, Michael Sam. 

To put it mildly, Michael 
Sam is a stud athlete. He was 
the defensive player of the year 

in the Southeastern Conference 
(SEC), known by most sports 
pundits as the toughest confer-
ence in the NCAA because of the 
high caliber of talent. That being 
said, Michael Sam is also what 
we call a “tweener” in regard to 
his size. He is too small to be a 
defensive lineman, and too big 
to be a linebacker, so his draft 
status isn’t as high as your typical 
SEC defensive player of the year. 

Michael Sam shared his 
sexual preference because he 
wanted to control his own narra-
tive. There is no doubt that he 
understood the scrutiny that he 
would face from the media and 
NFL teams, yet he took the step 

that many before him were afraid 
to take and understandably so. 
The unfortunate truth is that, 
while we are making progress 
embracing same-sex relationships, 
it is still an item to be discussed 
and dissected because we as a 
country have not arrived yet. 

Is Michael Sam a part of 
the group of pioneering folks 
who have broken barriers in the 
sports world? We think of Jackie 
Robinson who broke baseball’s 
FRORU�OLQH�ZKHQ�KH�VWDUWHG�DW�¿UVW�
base for the Brooklyn Dodgers. 
We think of Billie Jean King who 
famously and controversially 
beat Bobby Riggs in tennis match 
titled “Battle of the Sexes.” We 

think of Jim Abbott who despite 
being born without a right hand 
became a successful major league 
baseball pitcher. There are count-
less others who have helped shape 
our culture and our perspective. 
Will Michael Sam be one of those 
pioneers? At the very least he 
will be remembered as the first 
openly gay professional football 
player in the annals of NFL history. 

We will all bear witness to 
the national conversation that is 
happening as we speak and be 
a part of sports history even if it 
is from the comforts of our own 
homes. Many folks have asked 
“Who cares?” as some sort of 
way of showing that they have 

moved beyond measuring some-
one’s character based on their 
sexual preference, and, while 
this may be true, for others, espe-
cially closeted athletes, this is a 
watershed moment, a moment to 
be celebrated and remembered. 

How will the NFL respond 
to Michael Sam? Will they 
be on, what I consider to be, 
the right side of history? How 
will the players respond to 
having an openly gay player on 
their team? How would you?

Wi l l i a m  G i l y a rd  t e a c h e s 
math at the Upper School

Kid Cudi’s album comes out of nowhere

A few months ago, Beyoncé 
released her new self-titled album 
out of nowhere and everyone went 
nuts, myself included. The only 
problem that I’ve had with the 
album are the copycat artists who 
are trying to pull the same stunt by 
dropping new albums unannounced 
on some obscure midnight. Most 
recently to do this was hip-hop 
artist Kid Cudi (or KiD CuDi if 
you want to get technical about it). 

Kid Cudi has made a name 
for himself in the hip-hop industry 
over the past few years as an artist 
with poetic lyrics and trippy beats, 

¿UVW�ZLWK�KLV�KLW�VLQJOH�³'D\�µ1�
Nite,” but had taken a bit of a 
hiatus from releasing new music…
until now. On February 25, Kid 
Cudi dropped his latest album, 
“KiD CuDi presents SATELLITE 
FLIGHT: The Journey to Mother 
Moon,” at midnight without 
any previous advertisement.

This release made me almost 
hate the album before I’d even 
listened to it. Kid Cudi shouldn’t 
have released an album this 
way for a number of reasons: 1) 
Beyoncé just did the same thing, 
which makes him look like he’s 
just copying her, which in turn 
makes him look desperate to bring 

by Virginia Villa ‘14 attention to the album. 2) This is 
only Kid Cudi’s third album; he’s 
established, but not nearly enough 
to do midnight, unannounced 
album releases. He is, again, 
not Beyoncé. 3) When artists do 
out-of-the-blue things like this 
it usually insinuates that what-
ever project they’re presenting 
to the world is a big deal, or, you 
know, good, and this album just 
doesn’t reach the standard I think 
it should for this type of release.

I really hope this whole 
midnight drop trend is short-
lived. Just because Beyoncé did 
it successfully doesn’t mean 
every artist should do it too. It’s 

just annoying and hard to keep 
track of. Anyway, the album, 
like his last two, is centered on 
this idea of the moon and some 
great journey. Unlike his last two 
albums, the tracks are much more 
“out-of-this-world” themed than 
previously, and it’s not a style 
that I think suits Kid Cudi at all. 

Kid Cudi has always been 
known for his trippy beats and drug 
references to match, but this album 
takes it way too far. I feel like I’m 
listening to recordings from a 
shuttle launch, not a rap album. 
Rather than sticking with his “old” 
style, it’s as if Kid Cudi is trying 
to force something of intrigue with 

this album, and it just doesn’t work.
 I see no connection between 

Kid Cudi’s previous albums 
and this one, and this honestly 
just sounds like a huge fluke. 
The whole outer space thing 
just doesn’t work, it’s overdone 
on this album and comes off as 
cheesy, rather than ethereal and 
eccentric. The only song I actu-
ally didn’t mind was “Return of the 
Moon Man,” but Kid Cudi doesn’t 
even rap on it because it’s a score. 

In my opinion, not even die-
hard Kid Cudi fans should waste 
their time or money on this album 
because Kid Cudi tried way too 
hard to be Kid Cudi, and it shows.

What’s underrated at KO: a saga
by Alayna Putterman ‘14

Apparently it’s “hipster” to 
be into things that are underrated. 
Recently it has become a trend to 
act differently than the majority, yet, 
still acting the same as everyone 
else because everyone is doing it! 
Believe it or not, if you read this 
article maybe you can be the ulti-
mate hipster by getting into these 
underrated features of KO ASAP.

So yes, we can come to the 
conclusion that cafeteria trays are 
hipster. Trays are honestly a great 
LQYHQWLRQ�DQG�LW�EDIÀHV�PH�WKDW�LW�
took me till senior year to realize 
this. Many movies portray “losers” 

in my hands while balancing more 
on my forearms? Never again 
will you have to face the clapping 
“audience” after you drop a plate.

The KO community may 
think that trays are not classy, but 
trays are classy. You can be poised 
and graceful as you walk through the 
cafeteria instead of walking like you 
are on a tight rope and struggling to 
keep balance. Finally, you can maxi-
mize eating time, because of course 
you need every single second, and 
will not have to make multiple 
trips back and forth from the table. 

Predicted trend #2: Besides 
“McNuggs,” the only word to 
describe chocolate milk is probably 
“fabulous.” As Beyoncé said herself, 
³:K\�FDQ¶W�,�NHHS�P\�¿QJHUV�RII�LW��
baby?” I probably should not have 
shared this with all of you because 
now the chocolate milk line will 
definitely be swarmed because 
everyone obviously listens to what 
I think(…yikes) but because I have 
an “honest soul” I share my words 
of wisdom with you. Chocolate milk 
is a KO novelty that we are beyond 
lucky to have an endless supply of. 
As Beyoncé’s angelic voice sang 
“Boy, I’m drinking” chocolate milk.

Checking out a library 
book at KO is a rare sight to see.  
It might even be the most under-
rated thing on this list; that’s how 
underrated it is. All of the books on 
display look so appealing I wish I 
could read them all (but thesis…
classic excuse). There are so many 

signs that say “Great New Fiction: 
Check it out.” People should go 
to the library to check out these 
books, and then proceed to physi-
cally check them out by signing 
the card (see what I did there?).

Finally, the SAGE Dining 
Services menu online should be 
viewed much more than I think that it 
is. I get to school and think to myself 

that I am already hungry for lunch 
and then usually check the menu 
GXULQJ�¿UVW�SHULRG«VDG��,�NQRZ��,W�LV�
so easy for us to always know what 
is for lunch, yet it seems that “What 
is for lunch?” is the biggest mystery 
and unanswered question at KO. 
This online menu on the portal even 
has funny jokes such as “sauSAGE” 
as a play on their company name. 

Through this article I hope 
that I have shown you some humor 
in all walks of life at KO. SO we 
can conclude that we FAILED 
TO REJECT THE NULL…just 
kidding this isn’t stats. We can 
conclude that you can be a hipster 
by “discovering” these underrated 
aspects of KO, but does KO really 
need more hipsters (mind = blown)?

Cartoon by Sarah Zaidi ’15

Trays can maxi-
mize your lunch 
experience by 
1,000 percent. 

or “nerds” (but honestly what even 
is a nerd these days because we’re 
are all technology wizzes?) to be 
the ones holding trays and are the 
ones who get them smashed to the 
ground. (GROUND.) But, trays 
can maximize your lunch experi-
ence by, according to my calcu-
lations, about 1,000 percent. No 
longer will you have to go through 
the daily balancing act of – how 
many plates and cups can I hold 
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Fatal fumes: the dangers of smoking 
by Max Bash ’15

As this may very well be 
one of the last pieces I submit to 
the opinions section, I’m going to 
¿QLVK�RII�ZLWK�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�LUNV�
me to the core. Throughout my 
life I have been infuriated by one 
nasty habit, and, if I could change 
one thing about the world, I would 
remove it completely. The minute 
that happened the world would 
be an extremely better place.

Cigarettes are without a 
doubt the most vile and destructive 
products on the face of the Earth. 
I don’t think anything else in the 
world has caused more harm to 
the world than cigarettes. Myriad 
diseases and deaths can be attrib-
uted to these disgusting products.

It all probably stems from 
the fact that cigarettes are in no 
way, shape or form natural. I mean 
you can’t exactly find acetone, 
acetic acid, ammonia, arsenic, 
benzene, butane, cadmium, 
carbon monoxide, formaldehyde, 
hexamine, lead, naphthalene, 
nicotine, tar, and toluene growing 
in nice clumps on the side of the 

road. Hopefully, some of those 
dangerous chemicals ring bells, but 
if they don’t, here’s what they’re 
used for: nail polish remover, 
hair dye, rat poison, rubber 
cement, lighter fluid, battery 
acid, moth balls, embalming 
ÀXLG��LQVHFWLFLGH��DQG�SDLQW��:KR�
wouldn’t want to put those deli-
cious ingredients circulating 
throughout their body? Clearly, 
FLJDUHWWHV�DUH�QR�¿QH�ZRUN�RI�FUDIW�

You never hear about how 
a cigarette is finely made over 
the course of years with fine, 
hand-picked tobacco, rolled in a 
family plantation that’s been there 
for generations. Cigarettes are 
nothing more than an amalgam 
of industrial chemicals that tear 
apart this world on a daily basis. 

7KH\�HVSHFLDOO\�FDXVH�¿QDQ-
cial harm. While they seem to be 
relatively inexpensive, cigarettes 
are a fairly large detriment to 
the wallet. Over the course of a 
lifetime, smoking a pack of ciga-
rettes every day can cost more 
than $116,000. That’s an insane 
amount of money to pay for some-
thing that will eventually kill you. 

Money that could be spent paying 
for college or anything else useful 
is evaporated by a deadly habit. 

While cigarettes may be 
expensive and unnatural, the worse 
thing about cigarettes by far is the 
health consequences. There are 
very few things that people can 
do that’s more damaging to their 
health than smoke. It’s really sad 
when cigarettes, which cause 
RQH�LQ�¿YH�GHDWKV�LQ�WKH�8�6���±�
more than HIV, illegal drug use, 
alcohol use, motor vehicle inju-
ries, and firearm-related inci-
dents combined – are still legal.

Cigarettes cause a plethora 
of widespread death. It’s crazy 
to think that more than 10 times 
as many U.S. citizens have died 
young from cigarettes than in 
every war fought by the U.S. It 
can’t be forgotten either that, by 
smoking, the risk for essentially 
every disease skyrockets. For 
example, the chance of devel-
oping lung cancer goes up 25 
times, so smoking causing lung 
cancer isn’t exactly a surprise 
these days. Effects like this can 
even be seen in people who smoke 

IHZHU�WKDQ�¿YH�FLJDUHWWHV�D�GD\��
Besides that, virtually every 

cancer can be caused by cigarettes: 
bladder, blood, cervix, colon, 
rectum, esophagus, kidney, liver, 
larynx, pancreas, stomach, lung, 
and countless others. To emphasize 
the effect of cigarettes on cancer 
is the fact that nine out of 10 lung 
cancer deaths each year are due to 
cigarettes and more women die 
from lung than breast cancer. If that 
doesn’t speak to the drastic effect of 
smoking cigarettes, here’s a lovely 
tidbit that should change people’s 
minds about smoking cigarettes 
and encourage their loved ones 
to stop. If nobody smoked, one in 
every three cancer deaths would 
be avoided. Sadly, even in the 
scientific 21st century with all 
these clear facts people continue 
to smoke and not only affect 
themselves, but their relatives, 
friends, and innocent bystanders.

Even worse than harming 
yourself is harming your kids. 
Cigarettes increase the chance 
of preterm delivery,  st i l l -
birth, and Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome. If there’s any other 

reason to quit smoking, it’s to 
protect your kids. Smoking has 
no limits and will hurt more than 
just actual smokers themselves. 

So it’s time to get to the 
point: Stop smoking. Even if you 
read two sentences of this article, 
stop smoking. Even if you smoke 
occasionally, stop smoking. If your 
friends smoke, tell him or her not to 
smoke. If your relative smokes, tell 
them not to smoke. My message 
to the world, is stop smoking. 

Stopping smoking is proven 
to help and can change the world. 
Even after one year, the risk 
of a heart attack drops sharply. 
As the amount of time smoke-
free goes up, the risks continue 
to drop. The risk for stroke can 
even fall to about the same as a 
non-smoker within a few years. 
So I implore you, stop smoking.

If I ruled the world I’d 
ban cigarettes entirely and make 
sure that even a single cigarette 
is never made again. Do it for 
your family and friends. For 
the love of God, do it for your-
self, stop smoking. All you’re 
doing is breathing in fatal fumes.

Tell ‘em why you mad
Dylan Borruso: Because my weekend consisted of Saturday SAT courses followed by the musi-
cal, and Sunday News Day followed by the musical.

Corinne Florian: Girls varsity squash lost New Englands to Williston by one point.

�����ȱ¢ěǱȱ�Ȃ�ȱ���ȱ�������ȱ��������¢ȱ ��ȱ�ȱ����ȱ��¢ȱ��ȱ������ǯ

Jack Beckerman: I’m mad because I just edited an article that was already edited.

Andrew Watson: I’m mad because March break is only two weeks.

Thomas Wilson: I’m mad because time zones exist.

	����ȱ������Ǳȱ�Ȃ�ȱ���ȱ�������ȱ�Ȃ�ȱ��Ĵ���ȱ�¢ȱ �����ȱ�����ȱ���ȱ��ȱ���ȱę���ȱ��¢ȱ��ȱ�����ǯ

Melanie Doot: Because the closest Taco Bell is 20 minutes away.

Callie Miles: My legs are shaved after four months of swimming and I’m cold. 

Max Bash: The Walks Essay.

Cartoon by Anya Delventhal ’15
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Students test skills in AMC test

On Tuesday, Feb. 4, more 
than 50 students from Forms 
Two through Six gathered in 
Tomasso Hall to take the Amer-
ican Mathematics Competition.

This multiple-choice test is 
taken in 75 minutes and contains 25 
problems; six points are given for 
a correct response, one-and-a-half 
points are given for a blank answer, 
and no points are awarded for an 
incorrect answer. Therefore, the 
highest score a student can achieve 
is a 150, although historically 
the average has been about a 64.

The test is divided into two 
sections for high school students: 
the AMC 10, taken by students in 

Form Four and below, and the AMC 
12, taken by juniors and seniors. 

“We’ve always had some 
students take the test,” said Mathe-
matics Department Chair Jon Clapp 
but, up until about 10 to 12 years 
ago, it was always around three 
or four students in AP Calculus. 
When they created the AMC 10 
exam, it created more opportunity 
for young students to participate.”

Freshman Emilie Sienko 
participated in the AMC this 
year, and she reported that she 
enjoyed taking the test. “Our class 
was encouraged to take it, and it 
was fun. Since it wasn’t graded 
[at KO], it wasn’t stressful,” 
she said. “We did practice prob-
lems in class, so I knew what to 

expect. It was hard, but I answered 
more than I thought I could.” 

Junior Lina Volin agreed. 
Although she has been taking the 
test since she was 12 with the AMC 
8, she took the AMC 12 this year.  
“More than half the exam was 
calculus, and I am in precalculus, 
so I didn’t know a lot of the terms.”

But both Lina and Emily 
agreed that they would recommend 
the test to other students. “If you 
like math, it’s another way to test 
your knowledge,” Lina said. “It can 
be fun even though it’s really hard. 
There’s no downside to taking it.”

Mr. Clapp stressed that 
students do not need very high 
levels of math education to take 
the exam. “You need strong 

algebra skills – no more than 
Algebra 2 – for the AMC 10, and 
the AMC 12 adds trigonometry. 
You certainly don’t need calculus 
or statistics,” he said. “For the 
most part, with a modicum of 
math skills and lots of problem-
solving skills, you’ll do well.”

Sophomore Jack Wolf was 
strongly encouraged to take the 
test by his math teacher, and, 
DOWKRXJK�KH�ZDV�KHVLWDQW�DW�¿UVW��
he also found he enjoyed the test. 
“I thought it was pretty fun and 
WKH�WHVW�ÀHZ�E\��VR�LW�FRXOGQ¶W�KDYH�
been that bad,” he said. “It was 
very challenging once you reach 
the middle portion of the test, but 
it was cool to see what I could do.”

Students who score in 

the top 5 percent of the AMC (a 
score of about 120 for the AMC 
10 or 100 on the AMC 12) are 
invited to take the American Invi-
tational Mathematics Examina-
tion, a three-hour test with 15 
problems, leading to the United 
States of America Mathematical 
Olympiad. Top scorers from the 
USAMO are invited to join the 
United States team at the Inter-
national Mathematical Olympiad. 

KO gives an award to the 
Form Four student or lower and 
the Form 5 student and above who 
receive the highest score on the 
AMC 10 and the AMC 12, respec-
tively. At press time, the winners for 
2014 had not yet been announced. 

Valentine’s day dance thoroughly enjoyed
On Saturday, Feb.8, King-

swood Oxford’s Student Govern-
ment hosted a winter semi-
formal dance in the cafeteria. 

With Valentine’s Day 
right around the corner, Student 
G o v e r n m e n t  e n c o u r a g e d 
students to wear pink and red. 

Before the dance, Student 
Government members deco-
rated the cafeteria. “It was deco-
rated with red and silver hearts, 
Cupid buyouts, and red and white 
streamers that were wrapped 
around the columns. We also 
put silver tinsels on the tables” 
said junior Jack Beckerman. 

The dance had a solid 
turnout, with the attendance 
spread out among all grades. “I 
was pleasantly surprised with 

by Benjamin Waldman ‘16

the number of students that 
decided to attend,” said Jack. 

English teacher Heidi 
Hojniki added that this year 

had a much better attendance 
compared to two years ago. 

“I stayed the whole time, 
and I would go next year if student 
government decides to host again,” 
said sophomore Brendan Lantieri. 

People who didn’t end 
up going sa id  af terwards 
that they wished they had 
because of the large turnout.

“I  didn’t  think many 
people were going to attend, 
but I wish I had gone because a 
lot of people went and had fun,” 
said junior Corinne Florian. 
Student Government decided to 
use the same company for the 
DJ as they had at homecoming. 

“There were complaints 
about the DJ, but I didn’t think he 
was too bad considering the limits 
he has on his soundtrack,” said Jack. 

No everyone was pleased. 

“He played a lot of techno 
music with no words, and I was 
annoyed I couldn’t sing along,” 
said junior Julia McGowan. 

But other students said 
they enjoyed the music. “The DJ 
came in clutch with some of my 
requested songs,” said Brendan. 

S t u d e n t  G o v e r n m e n t 
decided to raise the admission price 
from two years ago. If you donated 
a coat, hat, or mittens the admis-
sion was $5, otherwise it was $7. 

“We raised the price 
t o  e n c o u r a g e  p e o p l e  t o 
donate,” said Ms. Hojniki. 

T h e  m o n e y  r a i s e d 
goes  to  S tudent  Govern-
ment to pay for other events.

“It will ultimately go 
to things like outdoor movie 
night, which is a pretty expen-
sive event,” said Ms. Hojniki. 

Seniors Max Petrie, Claudia Udolf, Gage Sanders and Molly Papermaster 
group up for a photo at the dance. Photo by Molly Papermaster ’14
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KO teachers venture to other schools
by Grace Jarmoc ‘14

KO teachers are partici-
pating in Adventure Day, an 
opportunity to shadow teachers 
at a school of their choosing 
to gain a new perspective and 
learn new ideas on teaching.

While it was suggested that 
teachers use March 24, a profes-
sional development day, to explore 
a school of their choosing, they are 
also free to to choose any day to 
shadow because many indepen-

dent schools will still be on break. 
The Center for Teaching and 
Learning will organize coverage 
for teacher’s classes if he or 
she has to miss a day of school.

English teacher and Director 
of Teaching and Learning Asha 
Appel said one of the main goals 
of Adventure Day was for teachers 
to gain more experience and a 
more objective view of KO. Ms. 
Appel asked teachers to widen 
their “figurative classrooms a 
bit by checking out what educa-

tors outside of KO are doing.” 
Ms. Appel said other goals 

of Adventure Day include expo-
sure, gaining inspiration, gaining 
a fresh perspective, gathering new 
ideas, and intentional research.

Ms. Appel said she hopes 
teachers will be “innovative peda-
gogical explorers in the unchar-
tered world of other schools.”

Teachers are responsible for 
choosing a school and arranging 
their visit. When their plans are 
set, they are asked to send their 

destination and exploration topic 
to Ms. Appel, who compiled a list.

Some teachers are choosing 
to travel across towns to Avon 
Old Farms while others are trav-
eling across states from Massa-
chusetts to Florida to Hawaii.

For example, Ms. Appel 
said this summer she will travel to 
Hawaii and teach at the Punahou 
School. She said she hopes to 
explore “teaching in a longer 
period using blended learning.”

Ms. Appel said teachers were 

also encouraged to travel to schools 
together, if they wished because it 
“will only enhance the experience.”

Ms.  Appe l  sa id  tha t 
if teachers wanted to visit a 
school that was not within trav-
eling distance, they could set 
up a Skype call. “The goal is 
learning, not traveling,” she said.

Faculty were grouped in 
small interdisciplinary groups 
to brainstorm things they were 

Continued on page 14
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As the freshman class loaded 
onto their coach bus on Tuesday, 
March 4, their excitement level 
was high. They were ready to tour 
the museums of New York City. 

The plan for the day was 
to travel to Manhattan and 
visit the American Museum of 
Natural History and Metropol-
itan Museum of Art.The students 
were excited to see the different 
exhibits, and their teachers eager 
for them to take as much out 
of this experience as possible.

“I’m excited to go on this 
trip so I can get to know the people 
in my grade better, while looking 
through the cool museums,” said 
freshman Sasha Bash beforehand.  

Sasha was not the only 
one with this mindset. Many 
other freshmen said they were 
excited to get to learn with 
some new people who are 
not in their everyday classes.

The freshmen were accom-
panied on the trip by teachers 
who teach freshmen classes.

After arriving in New 
York, half of the class started off 
at the Metropolitan Museum, 
and  the other half headed to the 
Natural History Museum. In 
small groups, they were given 
tours and explored the museum. 

About halfway through 
the day, the entire class met 
up at  the Natural  History 
m u s e u m  t o  e a t  l u n c h . 

At the end of this period, 
they split up again and toured the 
museum they had not yet visited. 

The trip made for a long day 
for these students. They started the 
day at 7 a.m. and arrived home 
at around 6 p.m.  Although this 
was a very long time for these 
students to maintain their focus, 
they were with friends the whole 
day. They were also with friends 
for the bus ride, which was a 
fun way for students to bond. 

Although the freshman class 
did miss a full day of classes, they 
went on this trip to supplement their 
learning in science and history.  

While the teachers did 
want students to have fun during 
the day, they also wanted them 
to focus on the work portion of 
the experience, and take as much 
out of the activities as possible.

“ I  t h ink  wha t  I  am 
most excited about is touring 
t h e  m u s e u m s  i n  s m a l l 
groups with friends,” said 
freshman Julia Goldsmith.  

Many of her fellow students 
also said they were also ready 
to have fun with their friends 
while learning new things 
from the pieces in the museum.

Overall, everyone was 
very excited to go on this trip.  
Although touring a museum 
may not have been everyone’s 
first choice for a field trip, they 
all had positive attitudes going 
into in, knowing it would be 
a great time no matter what.

On Sunday,  February 
9, the KO Forensic Union 
h o s t e d  t h e  a n n u a l  K O 
public speaking tournament. 

The  tournament  was 
attended by a total of 11 schools, 
mainly from the Debating Asso-
ciation of New England Inde-
pendent Schools, or DANEIS. 
About 60 speakers, including 
seven speakers  f rom KO, 
participated in the tournament.

According to Forensic 
Union President senior Sophie 
Kruger, this number was larger 
than past years, largely because 
the tournament has occurred at 
the same time as March break for 
some schools in other years, but 
that was not the case this year. 

Speakers competed in 
four  different rounds. In the 
first and third rounds, speakers 
delivered one prepared original 
speech twice, either a five-to-
seven-minute humorous after 
dinner speech or a seven-to-10- 
minute persuasive speech. 

In the second and fourth 
rounds, speakers delivered two 

different speeches in one of 
two formats, either three-to-
five-minute long impromptu 
VSHHFKHV�RU�WKUHH�WR�¿YH�PLQXWH�
ethical  di lemma speeches.

A great deal of work went 
into organizing the tournament. 
According to Forensic Union 
Chair of Speech senior Maddie 
Pazzani, the tournament was 
“an organizational challenge.”

She described Sophie as 
a “point person” deserving of 

substantial credit and apprecia-
tion who was instrumental in orga-
nizing the tournament. Forensic 
Union coaches Paul Denby and 
Beth Repp were also involved 
in planning the tournament. 

Sage Dining provided food 
throughout the day, while technical 
director Mark Kravetz supplied a 
podium and microphone. Some 
KO faculty members volun-
teered to judge speeches. Many 
KO students volunteered to help 

In a short assembly on 
Tuesday, Feb. 21, KO students gave 
brief speeches paying tribute to nine 
teachers who are marking anniver-
saries of service to KO this year.

Upper School teachers 
honored were English teacher Heidi 
Hojnicki and math teacher Reeves 
Livesay for 10 years, creative 
arts teacher Scott McDonald 
for 20 years, math teacher Jona-
than Clapp and athletics trainer 
Steven Cannata for 30 years, 
creative arts teacher Richard 
Chiarappa for 35 years and history 
teacher Ann Serow for 40 years.  

Tw o  M i d d l e  S c h o o l 
teachers were also honored 
during the assembly: English 
teacher Lynne Levine, who was 
honored for 25 years at KO and 
Spanish teacher Erika Costan-
tini, for her 15 years of service.

Dr.  Se row has  been 
teaching pol i t ical  sc ience 
three times a day for 40 years. 

³,�KDYH�DQ�LQ¿QLWH�WROHUDQFH�
for repetition, but it’s not really 
repetition to me. I can’t describe 
why, but it’s just not repetition at 
all,” said Dr. Serow. “It’s different 
kids, and different reactions from 
the kids every time. Teaching polit-
ical science is what I truly enjoy.”

While some would wonder 
how Dr. Serow could teach polit-
ical science for that many years, Dr. 
Serow said that she simply loves it. 

“I am well suited for 
teaching. I’m even excited 
for my sixth period class 
right now!” said Dr. Serow.

Dr. Serow, who is the 
last remaing person on the 
faculty to have taught at Oxford 
School, said she makes small 
changes to her classes each year. 

“A lot of the changes 
are for politics, and making 
sudden changes in my classes 
makes i t  more interest ing 
and challenging,” she said.

Dr. Serow said she has 
taught students from two genera-
tions of families multiple times. 

Senior Sarah Gianni, who 
spoke about Dr. Serow at the 
assembly, is one of these second 
generation students. Her father 
Joseph Gianni, who gradu-
ated from KO in 1978, took her 
course during his senior year. 

“Nothing could have been 
nicer than Sarah saying those 
nice words,” said Dr. Serow.

Dr. Serow says it’s diffi-
cult to say what her plans for the 
future are, but she is currently 
very happy teaching at KO.

Another teacher who was 
honored was Mr. Livesay for his 
10 years of work at KO. After 
being here for 10 years, Mr. 
Livesay described KO as “a really 
nice community to be apart of, 
for both students and faculty.”

He originally taught in 
the basement of Roberts, and is 

run the tournament. Sophomore 
Omar Hashmi, who has competed 
in debate tournaments in the 
past,  helped time speeches, and 
said he would consider volun-
teering again or even competing 
in the tournament next year. 

He said he volunteered 
because he felt it would be fun 
and beneficial.  “The KO tour-
nament is a valuable oppor-
tunity for debaters,” he said. 

Sophomore Lexi Banasie-

currently in Chase-Tallwood. 
“The physical develop-

ment of KO has been the biggest 
change since I’ve been here,” 
said Mr. Livesay. “I’m not sure 
what my plans for the future are, 
but I truly enjoy teaching at KO.”

The Student  Govern-
ment Association chose the 
speakers on a volunteer basis, 
depending on which student who 
had a strong relationship with 
the teacher  and who wanted to 
speak, said senior Jake Leshem. 

“In some cases there 
were multiple students who 
wished to talk about the same 
teacher because they were so 
widely respected,” said Jake. 

“I spoke about Mr. Clapp, 
who has taught me for two years,” 
Jake said, “and I talked about some 
things that I remembered from his 
class. The reason I chose him was 
because I really respect the effort 
he puts in to ensure his students 
have the best chance to succeed.”

wicz volunteered to take photos 
throughout the day. She took over 
700 photos, and chose the 18 that 
she felt best represented the day 
to give to the school. “The joy of 
knowing I helped out made this 
activity worthwhile,” she said. 

Junior Ryan Wetsman won 
top KO speaker, delivering ethical 
dilemmas and an after dinner 
speech in which he addressed 
the audience as an admissions 
officer looking at applications 
from Disney characters. He 
currently plans on entering the 
tournament again next year.

Sophomore Mark Sheehan 
won third place in the after 
dinner division for a speech in 
which he offered career advice 
to a group of superheroes and 
supervillains who were strug-
gling in their chosen professions. 

The Stoneleigh-Burnham 
School was the top school overall 
at the tournament and received 
the tournament’s traveling trophy, 
which they will bring back to 
KO for the tournament next 
year so it can be presented to 
next year’s tournament winner. 

Forensic Union hosts annual 
KO Public Speaking Tournament
by Mark Sheehan ’16

Four members of KO’s Forensic Union enjoy a break in the busy tournament day. Photo Lexi Banasiewicz ’16.

Nine teachers honored 
for years of service

KO freshmen 
travel to NYC
by Isabel Kaufman ’17

by Sasha Bash ’17
“Nothing could 
have been nicer 
than Sarah 
saying those nice 
words.”      
  – Ann Serow
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Each year, the AP art 
history class, portfolio prep 
class and some other elite art 
classes enjoy the opportunity to 
take a trip to the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York City. 

Academic Dean of Humani-
ties Patricia Rosoff, has been 
running the trip for 39 years. “I 
feel like at some point they [her 
students] should look at a live 
painting and sculpture,” she 
said. Mrs. Rosoff teaches AP 
art history and portfolio prep. 

Each year, a group of about 
40 students and four chaper-
ones spend the day exploring the 
Met. This year, they are going 
WKH�¿UVW�ZHHN�DIWHU�VSULQJ�EUHDN��

“The Met museum is like a 
living, breathing, 3-D art history 
book,” Mrs. Rosoff said. She 
also added that she feels like she 
wants her students to realize that 
the art is more than what she 
shows in her slideshows in class. 

The Met is such a hands-on 
experience that her students will 
get the chance to see the different 
aspects to the art pieces they have 
been studying all year, such as 
scale, size, and texture and many 
other little details that wouldn’t 
be able to be seen in a textbook.  

She said she does not make 

KHU�VWXGHQWV�VWD\�LQ�DQ\�VSHFL¿F�
areas, but instead lets them explore 
and see what they want to see. “I 
don’t want them to be ushered 
around by some person telling 
them what is going on. I want them 
to be free like a civilian,” she said. 

While they are at the 
museum, they will have an assign-
ment but she stressed that it is only 
to help guide them and help them 
understand what they are seeing. 

“It is something that my 
students every year remark on 
as the most memorable thing,” 
Mrs. Rosoff said. “It takes stuff 
that you have just been studying 
academically and it makes it real 
and not just information. The 
thing that a book won’t give you 
is the craftsman- ship, which 
a book doesn’t always show” 

After visiting the museum, 
she said, her students get a better 
sense for how hard it really is to 
paint these types of paintings 
opposed to seeing the picture 
in the textbook and thinking 
that that can’t be too hard to do. 

“A big part of the experi-
ence is whether you are bigger 
than it [the painting] or it is 
bigger than you,” she joked. 

When asked what her 
favorite part about the museum 
is, she responded, “I like it all.” 

Art students 
visit the Met
by Noa Silverstein ’15

‘Lego Movie’ surprises, delights  
by Emily Lowit ’15

A few weekends ago, my 
10-year-old brother and mom were 
headed to the movies to see “The 
Lego Movie,” and invited me to 
come along.  After seeing previews 
for weeks, I wasn’t sure exactly 
KRZ�PXFK�,�ZDQWHG�WR�VHH�WKLV�¿OP���

After  a  few minutes 
of internal conflict, I finally 
decided to proceed with my “no 
regrets” lifestyle and go and 
see the movie with my family.  

As I walked into the theater 
and saw at least 50 elementary- 
school-aged boys, I was seri-
ously questioning whether or 
not this was worth my $10.50 
and two hours. But after seeing 
WKH�¿OP��,�FDQ�KRQHVWO\�VD\�WKDW�,�
made a great decision by going.

Like any good movie, 
“The Lego Movie” starts off in a 
cavernous room with an evil villain, 
the wicked Lord Business, stealing 
an important, dangerous weapon, 
the “Kragle,” from a wizard. 

As the wizard Vitruvius 
helplessly watches Lord Business 
take the oh-so-powerful weapon, 
he has a vision and warns Lord 
Business of a prophecy of a 
person called the “special” who 
will swoop in, find the “piece 
of resistance,” and defeat Lord 
Business by stpping the Kragle.  

Flash forward eight-and-a- 
half years, and this piece of resis-

tance is found by the least special 
person in the Lego Universe: 
a construction worker named 

A set for a play is one of the 
most important aspects to making 
the people who are watching feel 
as though they are truly there. “The 
Drowsy Chaperone,” the recent 
KO musical production featured 
a very unique and intriguing set. 

The musical is about a man 
who listens to a record of the 1920s 
musical “The Drowsy Chaperone 
in his living room, and soon the 
play comes to life right before 
him as it plays out on the record. 
So “The Drowsy Chaperone” is 
a play that is taking place within 
a play. This means that there is 
a set inside of a set for the play. 

The first level of the set 
depicts a lonely man’s living room. 
A kitchen, complete with fridge, 
oven, stove, and cabinets inhabits 
the middle of the stage. The walls 
of this apartment are covered in 
posters from musicals, which the 
main character has a penchant for. 

To the musical’s scenic 
designer, senior Allie Stanton, the 
set is one of the most important 
parts of the play. “My philosophy 
is that, in any show, the set is 
not just a backdrop; it is actually 
another actor. The people on stage 
need an interactive environment, 
something that sets the mood or 
is somehow symbolic,” said Allie. 

A set is something that is 
GH¿QLWHO\�QRW�HDV\�WR�EXLOG��$OOLH�
said. It takes time, patience, 
and a whole lot of creativity. 

The set includes many 
different and complex compo-
nents. Whether they are large, like 
the 1920s bi-plane made for the 
ending of the play, or small, like 
WKH�SRWV�RI�ÀRZHUV�IRU�WKH�FRXUW-
yard, they are all equally impor-
tant to making the set come to life. 

“Sometimes the things 
that seem simple from the 
audience are actually frustrat-
ingly complicated,” Allie said.

Allie knows a lot about 
helping to build the sets for the 
musical seeing because she has 
done it many times throughout her 

KO career. Sadly enough, this is her 
last year to have the opportunity to 
contribute to the play. “I chose to 
design and build the plane because 
I wanted to do something big and 
unique for my last show at KO, and 
,�WKLQN�WKDW�¿WV�WKH�ELOO�´�$OOLH�VDLG��

Conceived by a creative and 
imaginative mind, the set took about 
two and half months to complete. 

“The Drowsy Chaperone” 
brought smiles to peoples faces and 
made them feel for the characters, 
but the set was the one component 
that pulled the whole play together.

by Nicole Galik ’17

(PPHW�ZKR��IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�HYHU��
doesn’t follow the instructions. 

From here, Emmet is taken 

on a wild adventure across the 
realms of the Lego world with a 
mysterious girl named Wyldstyle, 

coming across tons of master 
builders, and learning just how 
ordinary he really is. But, I’m not 
going to spoil the whole story.

Even though this is a movie 
made from animated plastic 
blocks, there are tons of twists.  
You witness the adventure of 
a man as he leaves the safety of 
his city, the mystery of what this 
horrible superweapon really is, 
and get to see the good guy get 
the girl all in only 100 minutes. 
,W�GH¿QLWHO\�JLYHV�\RX�WKDW�ZDUP�
fuzzy feeling in your stomach.

And to top off this awesome 
story, there are surprise appear-
ances from Batman, Dumbledore 
and even Will Ferrell. So basi-
cally, this movie is legendary. 

Plus, with the super-catchy 
theme song “Everything Is 
Awesome,” you can’t help getting 
into the mood of the Lego party.  

All in all, I highly recom-
mend this movie, awarding it 
4.5 out of 5 stars. Even though 
it was intended to appeal to chil-
GUHQ��LW�LV�GH¿QLWHO\�HQWHUWDLQLQJ�
and amusing to all audiences.  

It shows you that everyone 
is special in their own way, and 
that even the worst ideas can 
turn out well. Plus, it provides a 
new catchy tune that you won’t 
be able to get out of your head.  

So is there even a question? 
Go and see “The Lego Movie”!

��Ĵ���ȱ���ȱ�����

Senior Sam Wiseman roams the apartment set for“The Drowsy Chaperone,” 
designed by KO students as “a set within a set.” Photo by Peter Rusconi ’14. 

The poster for “The Lego Movie.” Photo from Google Images.
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Through long rehearsals and 
many snowstorms, the cast of “The 
Drowsy Chaperone” was still able 
to “stumble along” into one of the 
best musicals KO has ever put on. 

On Friday, Feb. 1, at 2 
p.m., Saturday, March 1 at 8p.m., 
and Sunday, March 2 at 2 p.m., 
the 25 cast members finally got 
their opportunity to show  the 
KO community what they have 
been working on all winter. 

Director Joshua Feder said 
he was excited to put on one of 
KLV�IDYRULWH�PXVLFDOV�IRU�KLV�¿UVW�
production at KO, taking over 
due to the absence of longtime 
director Lud Baldwin. “It is both 
funny and touching,” he said. “It 
is contemporary but still has the 
style of an old-fashioned musical 
and it has a lot of lead roles.” 

Music Director Rebecca 
Urrutia said that even though it’s 
not the most well-known show, it 
is the one that the audience and 
cast would connect best with. 

Junior Grace Gentile, 
who plays a Broadway ingenue, 
said she felt more prepared this 
year than last, and was happy 
that many of the cast members 
would have the chance to shine. 

“It has a lot of leads, giving 
more people opportunities,” she 
said. “Doing the KO musical 
is just like any team sport. I 
love getting to do the musical 
with so many of my friends.”

Senior Sam Wiseman, who 

plays the narrator of the show, 
agreed that this show is different 
than those from past years.

“This is one of the most 
recently written shows we have 
done,” he said. “This show is 
interesting and unique because 
it is a musical within a comedy.” 

Mr.  Fede r  s a id  t ha t 
b e i n g  a b l e  t o  i n t r o d u c e 
this musical to high school 
students was really rewarding. 

“The style of this show is 
heightened and specific, which 
was a challenge for the actors to 
understand for the beginning,” he 
said. With 17 girls and only eight 
boys signed up for the musical, 
Mr. Feder said it was a challenge 

WR�¿QG�D�VKRZ�WKDW�GLG�QRW�UHTXLUH�
a lot of guys, but luckily knew 
of “The Drowsy Chaperone.”

However, what really drew 
him to this musical was the broad 
range of comedy and its clever 
references to the history of musical 
theater, especially that of the 1920s. 

“I like the way it takes a 
simplistic story and makes us 
fall in love with these charac-
ters,” he said. “And even through 
highly fictional circumstances, 
the story can still be touching.” 

Sam said he enjoyed 
h a v i n g  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f 
work ing  wi th  Mr.  Feder. 

“He has brought fresh 
p e r s p e c t i v e s  a n d  e n t h u -

siasm to the cast,” Sam said. 
Junior Hayley Eicher, who 

plays a maid in the ensemble, said 
she liked his style of directing. 
“He made sure that we got down 
every nitty gritty detail,” she said.

Mrs. Urrutia said that it took 
some time for the cast to get used to 
the fast pace we moved at this year 
compared to past years, but they 
made the transition amazingly well 
and really committed to their char-
acters. “The ensemble has to sing 
in many different parts, which was 
RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�GLI¿FXOW�SDUWV�DERXW�
this musical,” said Mrs. Urrutia. 

Hayley said that  she 
felt much more prepared and 
confident in the harmonies. 

“We focused a lot more on 
harmonies this year and used our 
WLPH�PXFK�PRUH�HI¿FLHQWO\�´�VKH�
said. “I love that by the end of the 
season the cast is all very close.”

Mr. Feder and Mrs. Urrutia 
both said that the many snow 
days lost precious rehearsal time. 

“We lost seven of 40 
rehearsals because of snow 
days, which made for a lot 
of lost time,” said Mr. Feder. 

Grace  s a id  t ha t  t he 
cast still felt ready because 
of Mr. Feder’s organization. 

Mrs. Urrutia said she was 
astonished that they pulled through 
with it. “The snow set us back a 
week, and we are amazed at how 
ZH�VWLOO�¿JXUHG�LW�RXW´�VKH�VDLG��

Mr. Feder said he is proud 
of this cast. “It was a much more 
vigorous process than they’re used 
to, and they rose to the occasion 
for my expectations of working 
in and outside of rehearsal.”

Mrs. Urrutia said she loves 
to be able to watch the cast grow 
and improve. “I enjoyed seeing 
the cast work through struggles 
together and succeed,” said Mrs. 
Urrutia. “And I loved laughing 
with them at this funny show.”

Hayley said she enjoyed 
WKH�¿QDO�QXPEHU�WKH�PRVW��ZKLFK�
is a reprise of “Stumble Along.” 

“It is a really moving 
moment,” she said, “and it’s a 
nice way to end the show because 
it is one of the only numbers in 
the musical where all the cast 
members are on stage together.” 

‘The Drowsy Chaperone’ wows

This month, the Arts staff 
chose junior Olivia Whirty’s 
sculpture “Shark Bait” to be 
honored as the art piece of the 
PRQWK��2OLYLD��D�¿UVW�WLPH�VFXOSWRU��
excelled with her first sculp-
ture, winning a Gold Key Award 
at the Scholastic Art Awards.

This past semester, the 
Sculpture One class began with 
a wood construction project, 
inspired by the work of H. C. 
Westerman, a wood worker with 
very symbolic and narrative pieces.  

“The goal is for students 
to develop some design and 
use symbolism to portray 
their idea,” said sculpture 
t eacher  Sco t t  McDona ld .  
“Olivia set out to find a way.”

Each student  began his or 
her project by choosing a message 
that they wanted to communi-
cate.  “[Olivia] chose to depict 
the issues around overfishing 
of sharks,” said Mr. McDonald. 

Olivia sculpted “Shark 
%DLW´�IRU�KHU�¿UVW�SURMHFW�RI�WKH�
year. “I went to the Bahamas over 
the summer and learned about 
shark conservation,” said Olivia.  
“That’s where I got my idea.”

Olivia was able to skill-
fully portray her message.  
“She did it very successfully, 
in a pretty direct and simple 
way,” said Mr. McDonald.

The sculpture is a wood 

FDUYLQJ�RI�D�VKDUN�¿Q�LQ�ZDYHV���
“It  had a beautiful visual 
pattern,” said Mr. McDonald.  

³7KH�¿Q�VWLFNLQJ�RXW�RI�WKH�
water was very effective.  The most 
challenging part was attaching 
WKH�KRRN���,W�ZDV�WKH�¿QDO�WRXFK�
that made the piece what it is.”

B e c a u s e  o f  O l i v i a ’s 
success, she was chosen for 
the Scholastic Art Awards.  

by Emily Lowit  ’15

Art of the month

It is a widely held belief 
that the all-around best event of 
the year at KO happens in the 
midst of February. There is only 
one thing that brings slumping 
students and tenebrific teachers 
up and out from the relentless 
dark and snowy days: Improv.

Of course, who could have 
missed the fact that the notorious 
Improv performance did not 
happen last month? A special place 
LQ�RXU�KHDUWV�ZDV�OHIW�XQIXO¿OOHG�DQG�
empty as children bred for comedy 
never once graced the stage to 
display their awe-inspiring genius.

With the new, more intense 
rehearsal schedule for the winter 
musical, much less time was 
devoted to the much-loved Improv 
group. The time for the Improv 
performance came and went, 
and many were eager to know 
whether the group would fade into 
the darkness or be brought back 
into the light, stronger than ever. 

Have no fear! The latter has 
occurred. Metaphoric lifeguard 
and senior John Chatigny managed 
to swim out into freezing waters 
and save the drowning Improv 
group, resuscitating it back to life. 

“I did it,” John said. Remi-
niscent of the second “Lord of the 
Rings” movie, the group has been 
brought back to life as a school 

club (a Gandalf the White of sorts). 
Completely flabbergasted 

that there was no planned perfor-
mance, John took the matter into 
his own hands. “I was completely 
shocked,” John said. “There was 
no way I could stand idly by and let 
the only thing I live for slip between 
P\�¿QJHUV�LQWR�D�YRLG�RI�QR�UHWXUQ�´�

After talking to Academic 
Dean of Humanities Patricia 
Rosoff about this utter catastrophe, 
they decided to reinvent the Improv 
group as a club to which any old 
scholar could sign take part in. 

John and Mrs. Rosoff 
promptly nailed a signup sheet 
to a wall and watched as students 
crowded to get their names 
down. “The whole transition took 
about 10 minutes,” John said. 

The group has  a  set 
meeting time of 7X in the Black 
Box Theater, where they will 
play any number of fun impro-
visational games while also 
making up games of their own. 

One such game that has its 
origins at KO is titled “The Cheese 
Game” in which one attempts to 
buy cheese from a cheese store. 
Hilarity ensues. Other newly 
invented games like the “What 
are you doing trying to open my 
locker?” game and the “Octodad 
Game” are also favori tes. 

There’s still room for anyone 
who has the desire to join the fun!

Junior Olivia Whirty’s award winning sculpture “Shark Bait.” Photo by Lydia 
Bailey ’15. 

Improv revived! 
by Thomas Wilson ’14

by Gwyneth McDonald ’16

“She won a Gold Key in 
the sculpture category,” said Mr. 
McDonald.  “It is quite an honor.  I 
fully expected her piece to get in.”

Since more of the pieces 
accepted into the program are 
from more experienced sculp-

tors, it was particularly impres-
sive that Olivia was chosen.  “She 
says that she has never done 
anything like this before,” said 
Mr. McDonald.  “I think that with 
all of her project she demonstrates 
really good technical skill.  She 
has really created interesting ideas 
that she has put into her work.”

It is clear that Olivia has 
found a new talent.  “I like 
sculpture more than painting 
and drawing,” said Olivia. “I’ll 
probably take Sculpture 2.”

Congratulations to Olivia on 
her success, and we hope to see more 
great pieces from her in the future! 

Reborn as a KO club

&DVW�PHPEHUV�WDNH�RII�DERDUG�D�EL�SODQH�LQ�WKH�¿QDO�VFHQH�RI�³7KH�'URZV\�&KDSHURQH�´�)URP�OHIW�DUH�MXQLRU�1DWH�
Washburn, senior Sophie Kruger, junior Sharrieff Grice, senior Cat Flaherty, senior Thomas Wilson, junior Sydney 
Legagneur, senior John Chatigny, junior Matt Guerrera, junior Casey Barter, junior Grace Gentile, freshman Connor 
O’Loughlin and senior Maddie Pazzani. Photo by Peter Rusconi 14. 
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Junior rising star Grace 
Gentile sings and dances her 
way into being the student 
artist spotlight of the month 

She has been dancing 
for 13 years and singing for 10 
years. “When I was little I got 
to do musicals with my dad, and 
when I got older I started doing 
them on my own,” she said. 

Grace says she takes dance 
class every Saturday and voice 
lessons once a week. “Sometimes 
I go into New York to do acting 
classes but not often,” she said.

Even though she has all 
of these extra curricular classes, 
she said it does not affect her 
schoolwork. “It’s tough to do 
it all, but it’s like any sport, so I 
feel like it’s the same time. You 
learn how to manage it,” she said.

Last weekend, Grace played 
a leading role in the winter musical, 
“The Drowsy Chaperone,” where 
she plays Janet, a show girl 

about to get married. “She has 
a lot to do on stage, and she is a 
prominent part,” said the show’s 
director. Joshua Feder. “She gets 
a real chance to play a broad range 
of emotions in different styles.”

Mr. Feder also said that 
this role featured Grace’s dance 
talent as well. “She is very great 
to work with,” he said. “She is 
energetic and positive and certainly 
helpful and generous in terms of 
working with her fellow actors.”

Grace said her highlight 
roles include playing Gavroche 
in “Les Miserables,” and Linda in 
“The Wedding Singer.” Grace has 
performed at the Bushnell, Hartford 
Stage, and University of Hartford.

Juniors Katie Smith and 
Shira Richards-Rachlin are two 
of Grace’s friends who have 
seen her perform many times. 
They said that they have seen 
her in a production of “Charlie 
Brown,” at dance recitals, at an 
Irish dance celebration called a 
“Ceili,” and at Arts from the Heart.

“She’s very confident,” 
said Katie. Katie said that she 
was most impressed by Grace’s 
role in “Charlie Brown.” “It 
was all adults, and she didn’t 
seem out of place,” Katie said.

Shira said she was most 
impressed when Grace sang the 

Student artist of the month:

national anthem in Gaelic. “I can tell 
she’s happiest on stage,” she said. 

Katie also praised Grace’s 
voice. “She gives me goose bumps 
when she sings high notes,” she said.

When asked if she liked 
when her family and friends 
came to watch her perform 

she said, “I like how they like 
to support me. It makes me 
nervous but I like the support.”

Grace said she wants to take 
part in musical theater in college. 
Her other interests include trav-
eling, which she said could go hand 
in hand with her career in the future.

by Aly Brown ’15

�ȱȁ������£��Ȃȱ���Ĝ��ȱ��ȱ�����ȱ���ȱ����
by Emily Lowit ’15

Are you interested in 
graffiti, stenciling and street 
art? If the answer is yes, then 
the newly founded Urban 
Art Club is the club for you. 

For those who may not 
NQRZ�ZKDW�WKH�DUW�RI�JUDI¿WL�LV��
it is writing or drawings that 
have been scribbled, scratched or 
sprayed illicitly on a wall or other 
VXUIDFH�LQ�D�SXEOLF�SODFH��*UDI¿WL�
FDQ�EH�FODVVL¿HG�DV�DQ�XUEDQ�DUW�

The idea for the club started 
when sophomore Grace Percival 
was in Boston and saw a call-and- 
UHVSRQVH�JUDI¿WL�ZDOO��³,W�ZDV�WKH�
coolest thing I ever saw,” she said.

After seeing the demon-
stration, learning a few things 
about the art of graffiti, and 
consulting with creative arts 
teacher Gregory Scranton, the 
Urban Art Club was  founded.

“I asked Mr. Scranton if 
he could help teach preparation 
such as stencil rolling and other 

Senior Naomi Letourneau 
and junior Max Bash have won gold 
and silver keys, respectively, in the 
Scholastic Art and Writing Awards. 

Media arts teacher Greg 
Scranton entered three photos, 
two by Naomi and one by Max, 
into the contest. According to the 
website of the Scholastic Art and 
Writing Awards, this program 
³LGHQWL¿HV�WHHQDJHUV�ZLWK�H[FHS-
tional artistic and literary talent 
and brings their remarkable 
work to a national audience.” 

Naomi’s “Flour Power” and 
“Dreaming with a Broken Heart” 
were cited in this exhibition for 
excellence, earning Naomi two 
gold keys and qualifying her for 
a regional competition. (A “key” 
is not any particular award or 
achievement, but merely title for 
an award, similar to a golden cup.)

Naomi created these photos 
while in Maine Media Workshop, 
which she attended after winning 
the Rosoff Fellowship, which is 
money given by an anonymous 
donor to KO kids who excel in art. 

While in Maine for two 
weeks, Naomi made new friends 
(who are actually the subjects 
of both of Naomi’s photos), 
explored Photoshop and Light-
room (two editing softwares) and 

fine-tuned some of her photog-
raphy skills. “It was an amazing 
experience,” she said. “It really 

helped develop my skills.” 
Thankfully the class covered 

Photoshop enough in depth that 

by Reilly Callahan ’15

Letourneau, Bash earn keys to success

Senior Naomi Letourneau’s prize-winning photo “Flour Power.”

Naomi was a pro by time she went 
to edit “Flour Power.” In this photo, 
one of Naomi’s friends sits on the 
ground, cross-legged, shaking 
pink powder out of her hair. 

But this was much more 
GLI¿FXOW�WR�FDSWXUH�WKDQ�LW�VRXQGV��

“We were shooting for a 
really long time, so there was 
a ton of flour on the ground,” 
Naomi explained. “I spent a 
really long time getting all the 
four off the ground so it would 
look clean and polished.” Even-
tually, the photo was finished 
and ready for submission.  

The photo was even featured 
in her camp’s magazine, promoting 
their workshops at Maine Media 
Arts. Naomi said she was thrilled 
to see her photo in the magazine. 
“It felt really cool knowing that 
many people all over the world are 
seeing my photograph,” she said. 

Although “Flour Power” 
required many hours of editing, 
“Dreaming with a Broken Heart” 
UHTXLUHG�RQO\�VLPSOH�¿[HV�DQG�D�
switch from color to black and 
white. In this photo, another 
friend from camp lay on the 
ground with her eyes closed and 
flowers are around her head. 

Max’s photo, “Sleepless 
in Seattle,” which earned him a 
silver key, also had fairly simple 
edits in Lightning, a program 

similar to Photoshop. In this 
program, Max played with some 
of the coloring and then decided 
to make the photo black and white. 

Obviously, “Sleepless in 
Seattle” was taken in no other place 
than Seattle, Washington. When 
Max was in Mr. Scranton’s Photog-
raphy One class, he went on a trip 
to Seattle and took a panoramic 
view of the waterways seen 
from the top of the space needle. 

Max recently was awarded 
the Rosoff Fellowship, and 
will be travelling to Barcelona 
and Madrid for about a month. 

Max said that everyone 
should try photography because 
it can open doors into the 
art word. He recalled that he 
earned only a B- in studio art.

Mr.  Scranton agreed, 
saying that somone doesn’t have 
to be able to paint or draw to be 
an artist. Photography “is a great 
class for those students who are 
less fine-arts oriented,” he said.

Naomi, too, encourages all 
students to take photography, even 
if they don’t think they like art. 

“I went into the class with 
an open mind, not knowing 
what to expect,” she said, “and 
honestly it has changed by life…
It will make you think, open 
up your mind and give you a 
new perspective…or lens.”

helpful basics,” Grace said. “This 
way we could both run the club.”

Mr. Scranton liked the idea. 
“Grace came to me and she was 
UHDOO\�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�JUDI¿WL��VWHQ-
cils, and wheat paste. She wanted 
to know if we could make this into 
a class,” he said. “Because we were 
already halfway through the school 
year, it was too late to make this a 
class, so we turned it into a club.”

Anyone who is intrigued by 
JUDI¿WL�FDQ�MRLQ�WKH�FOXE��³,WV�JRDO�
is to educate anyone interested 

DERXW�JUDI¿WL�DQG�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�W\SHV�
and how to do it,” said Grace. “ 

While the club already has 
about a dozen students in it, they 
have not yet had a meeting. They 
plan on doing many different types 
of wheat paste, stencil, and rolling 
activities, as well as projects. 

The club hopes to begin 
its work in the spring when it’s 
ZDUP�HQRXJK�RXW��7KHLU�¿UVW�ELJ�
project will be on the outside 
wall of Saeverns. Science teacher 
Timothy Allerton brought up the 

idea. “Mr. Allerton has always had 
an interest in making the wall more 
beautiful,” stated Mr. Scranton. 

The club will be creating 
a beautiful mural on the wall, 
most likely out of chalk so 
the results are not permanent. 

That  wil l  not  be the 
only major project the club 
will be doing, Grace hopes it 
will be a great way to start off. 

While the club has already 
been organized and formed, it 
is not too late to still sign up!

Junior Grace Gentile, dressed as Janet, woos crowding reporters. Photo by Chris Kasprak.

Skilled actor, singer, dancer Grace Gentile sparkles in musical
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Prom fever: the best junior prom asks
by Rachel Yirigian ’14

Spring is just  around 
the corner, Junior Prom is 
less than a month away, and 
the tradition of extravagant 
“prom asks” is alive and well.  

There have been hockey 
sticks and rose petals laid out 
in the rink, musical perfor-
mances, and quite a lot of food.

Nate Washburn was one of 
WKH�¿UVW�MXQLRUV�WR�PDNH�WKH�OHDS�
when he sent junior Reilly Callahan 
on a scavenger hunt across campus.  

But Nate can’t take all of 
the credit; he said he had a lot 
of friends help him plan it out, 
place the clues, and give him 
updates on her progress via text.  

“I felt pressure to make 
sure every part of the plan 
went as I wanted it to,” he said.  

The final stop on Reil-
ly’s scavenger hunt was a 
table of cupcakes that spelled 
“Prom?”  and  an  anx ious 
Nate waiting for her answer.

When asked if he thinks that 
prom asks have become a compe-
tition, Nate said, “There’s no real 
competition with other people, but I 
challenge myself to see how special 
I can make a prom ask because 

I really enjoy making someone 
understand how special they are.”

Junior Ryan Westman 
also went with the food method 
when he asked junior Shira 
Richards-Rachlin.  “He spelled 
it out in cookies, which I acci-
dently squished, ” she said.  

Ryan had a cookie for each 
letter to spell out “Prom?” and left it 
on Shira’s desk before their chem-
istry class.  “People should totally 
ask in food,” Shira said. 

J u n i o r  M a t t  G u e r -
rera also asked junior Lydia 
Bailey with a cake that had 
“Prom?” writ ten in icing.

But some brave souls 
decided to get even more 
creative.  Junior Dan Melody 
asked junior Katie Smith with 
a special musical performance.  

“I just thought of things 
that made me unique and would 
¿W�LQWR�D�SURP�DVNLQJ�´�KH�VDLG��

Katie said she had no clue 
he was going to ask her but was a 
little suspicious when he asked her 
to listen to him practice his violin.  

“It just seemed kind of 
random, but when he actually 
VWDUWHG� SOD\LQJ� ,� WKRXJKW� µ2K��
he really did just want to play 
the violin’,” she said.  Katie said 

VKH�¿JXUHG�LW�RXW�ZKHQ�VKH�VDZ�
a rose, chocolate, and a sign 
saying “Prom?” in his violin case.  

“I think it’s perfectly fine 
to just ask normally but it’s even 
better when you can tell they 
put thought into it,” she said.

Dan said that boys should 
ask in a way that incorporates 
part of their identity that they may 

not show too often.  “It shouldn’t 
matter whether the asking is 
complex or simple,” he said. 

Junior Casey Barter also 
decided to make his prom asking a 
bit of a performance.  Right before 
Crimson 7 began their repertoire 
as this year’s Choral Fest, Casey, 
with a bouquet in hand, grabbed 
a mic and told the audience: 

“She’s back stage right now but 
I was wondering if Grace Gentile 
would like to go to prom with me?”  

The  aud ience  roared 
as a shocked Grace came 
onstage to get her flowers and 
give her prom date a big hug.  

“I kind of caught on when 
everyone made sure I was back-
stage, but I had no idea what was 
going on,” Grace said. “I thought 
the way he asked me was very, 
very thoughtful because I love 
singing and it means a lot to me.”

Hopefully these prom asks 
will encourage and inspire the rest 
of the junior boys to ask a girl to 
prom as well as get senior boys 
thinking about Senior Prom in May.

Casey Barter asks Grace Gentile to prom. Photo by Chris Kasprak.

Tobatí veterans look back
by Sam Pinkes ’14

Many students at KO 
participate in the annual trip to 
Paraguay through Team Tobatí 
once or twice during their time at 
KO, but there are a few who have 
chosen to return year after year. 

One of these select few, 
senior Max Petrie, will be going on 
the trip for the third time this year. 

“I keep going back because 
there aren’t many opportunities 
like Team Tobatí,” he said. “It’s a 
really special service opportunity 
because you are doing a really 
good thing and helping the people 
out a lot but still having fun.”

Max said that one of 
the highlights of his trip was 
getting to know the Paraguayan 
students in his work group. “It’s 
awesome to make friends with 
these kids who live such different 
lives and who are all so genu-
inely nice,” he said.  

He also added that a few of 
his favorite activities were passing 
out soccer balls and playing with the 
younger kids at elementary schools 
DQG�JRLQJ�WR�WKH�VXJDU�FDQH�¿HOGV��

“It’s really fun to play with 
the younger kids, he said, “and 
going to the sugarcane fields is 
something I look forward too 
because it’s unlike any expe-
rience I’ve ever had before.”

Senior Dan Dunham will 
also be going on the trip for his 
third time this year. “I keep going 
back cause it’s such a great trip 
and it’s so much fun,” he said. 
“It’s also great to keep a connec-
tion with the kids from the 
Macchi School, and I like getting 
to know them year after year.” 

Dan said that the highlights 
included spending time with 
the Macchi students, the dance 

competition, working in the sugar 
FDQH�¿HOGV��DQG�YLVLWLQJ�VFKRROV�
and meeting kids there. “Playing 
soccer is also always really fun,” 
he said, “because the kids are 
so good and win every game.”

Junior Max Obourn will be 
going for his third time this March 
break as well. “I go back for the 
people!” he said. “I love going 
down just to see people smiling, 
even when they aren’t living by 
the same standards as we are here.” 

Max also elaborated on the 
cultural immersion aspect of Team 
Tobatí and the differences between 

GPA? No way!
by Lina Volin ’15

the U.S. and Paraguay.  
“Paraguay gives you a 

unique experience in that you get to 
see the differences in lifestyle,” he 
said, “and yet still get to see daily 
struggles like we have in the U.S.” 

Max said that his favorite 
activity in Paraguay was crushing 
bricks for a new sidewalk. 

“Cement gets laid down 
on crushed-up clay bricks where 
new sidewalk will be,” he 
explained. “We get to hammer 
it into little crushed-up pieces 
before the cement is laid.” 

Max also shared his favorite 

KO students posing during a Team Tobati trip. Photo by Helena Roland ’14.

story, a memory from his sopho-
more year trip. “Mr. Duartes’s 
grandson was playing with a toy 
for a while, but soon we noticed 
that he didn’t have the batteries in 
it,” he said, “so we all got together 
and ran all over Tobatí to find 
the right batteries. It was pretty 
funny. I hope he still has that toy!” 

I t  i s  t h e s e  s o r t  o f 
memories that keep students 
r e t u r n i n g  t o  P a r a g u a y.

Senior Warren Hadley has 
been on the trip three times, and  
he is returning to Paraguay for his 
fourth time this March. He said that 

he keeps going back because he 
likes helping people and because 
every year brings new experiences. 

His favorite activities are the 
boat ride and the trip to the mall, 
as well as playing soccer at the 
sports complex and playing games 
at headquarters during downtime. 

He also likes how the trip 
makes him appreciate all that we 
KDYH��³7KH�¿UVW�\HDU�,�ZHQW�VRPH�
kids didn’t know toothbrushes 
were for teeth and not hair, and it 
makes you realize how disadvan-
taged a lot of those kids are and 
how much your efforts help them.”

Although KO reports honor 
roll and transcripts, the school 
does not report students’ grade 
point averages (GPAs) to colleges. 
Upon beginning the college search, 
students quickly realize that the 
GPA would seem to be an impor-
tant statistic, and they often wonder 
if KO’s lack of reporting GPA is 
detrimental to their application. 

Direc tor  of  Col leges 
Admissions Zaira Santiago said 
she has never found a lack of 
reporting GPA to be a problem in 
the college admissions process. 

She is quick to point out 
that GPA is not a standard-
ized value. “Each high school 
reports GPA in whatever way 
they want,” said Ms. Santiago. 

GPA ca l cu l a t i ons  a t 
different schools can vary from 
reporting only core classes 
(excluding electives like art 
classes and P.E.) to adding 
weight to honors and AP classes. 

Ms. Santiago explained 
that colleges do not take GPA at 
face value. “From the college side 
of view, it doesn’t necessarily 
mean much without context,” 
said Ms. Santiago. “A 4.0 at 
one school does not mean [that 
student] is better than [a student] 
with a 3.5 at another school.”

In fact, she said, college 
admissions offices will often 
recalculate their own GPA in 
order to compare applicants’ 
GPA scores as accurately as 
possible. These factors contribute 
to the reasons why KO chooses 
not to report students’ GPA. 

“We think that the best thing 
for our students is for colleges to 
holistically review your entire 
academic record,” said Ms. 

Santiago. “We want them to put 
your academic history in context 
and pay attention to things that 
matter instead of a number that 
is left up for interpretation.”

She was quick to say that 
KO provides colleges with infor-
mation regarding the number of AP 
and honors courses that KO offers 
and the general rigor of KO’s 
curriculum so the colleges can 
better understand students’ grades. 

She also mentioned that the 
College Advising Office makes 
sure that college’s regional repre-
sentatives are familiar with KO, not 
just its academic strengths but  also 
its community service, athletic, 
and art requirements as well. 

“That’s why when college 
representatives come to visit, we 
PHHW�ZLWK�WKHP�¿UVW�IRU����PLQXWHV�
to have a sit-down, one-on-one 
conversation to talk about KO,” 
said Ms. Santiago. “This gives us 
an opportunity to talk about the 
English Symposium, Tobatí, senior 
thesis, and all that things that 
signal KO has a really rigorous, 
strong academic program.”

That’s not to say KO does 
not calculate GPA at all; at the end 
of junior year, Ms. Santiago said 
students receive their basic GPA 
through Naviance – an unweighted, 
six-semester, cumulative GPA. 

This is solely to use the 
scattergram option available on 
Naviance. “Those are internal,” 
she said. “You see your GPA, but 
they are not reported to colleges.”

“Counselors look at your 
entire academic record, your 
senior year courses, the trends 
from year-to-year,” she said. 
“That’s what we them to do; we 
want them to see the progress 
you’ve made here and every-
thing you’ve done all four years.”

“I really enjoy 
making someone 
understand how 
special they are.” 
      
  - Nate Washburn
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KO gets ‘ice’cited about
Sochi Winter Olympics
by Mackenzie McDonald ’16

Every four years, the 
Winter Olympics “ring in” a 
time of excitement, drama and 
icy competition. This year’s 
games, which took place in Sochi, 
Russia, maintained the traditional 
spirit of the Winter Olympics.

Here at KO, students and 
teachers alike tuned in to watch 

their favorite athletes compete 
in a variety of winter sporting 
events.  From the well-known – 
ice hockey, snowboarding, and 
figure skating – to the lesser-
known – curling, luge, and skel-
eton – the 15 different disciplines 
gave people plenty to buzz about.

“My favorite event was the 
snowboard cross,” said history 
teacher Ted Levine.  “It’s teams of 
¿YH�ZRPHQ�DQG�¿YH�PHQ��DQG�WKH\�
race down a tight course with lots of 
jumps.  It’s very visually exciting.  
It’s like NASCAR in snow.”

Sophomore Ricky Ferris, 
meanwhile, was most fasci-

nated by the skeleton event.  
“There’s an ice track, and they 
sled down it face-down,” he 
explained.  “I like it because 
it’s dangerous and thrilling.”

Thrills aside, not everyone 
was interested in the goings-on 
in Sochi. “None of the sports I 
like are displayed in the Winter 
Olympics,” said sophomore 
Manavi Katechia. “I like the 

Summer Olympics a lot better.”
Other students noted the 

thoughtful manner in which 
Olympian Sarah Burke, who 
died in a skiing accident in 
2012, was honored. “I liked 
how a lot of the competitors 
from all different nations had 
µ5HPHPEHU� 6DUDK¶� VWLFNHUV� RQ�
their helmets and boards,” said 
freshman Jacob Silverstein. 

Some members of the KO 
community even had a personal 
connection to the Games. “I 
enjoyed watching my friend Justin 
Reiter compete,” said sophomore 
and professional snowboard 

racer Dylan Udolf.  “It was great 
seeing him represent America.”

Spanish teacher Brenda 
Semmelrock said her favorite 
VSRUW�ZDV�WKH�SDLUV�¿JXUH�VNDWLQJ�
because it reminds her of one of 
her favorite hobbies – dance.  “I 
love to dance,” she said, “and this 
sport is just like dancing on ice.”

Meanwhile, senior Dan 
Dunham most enjoyed the mogul 

Olympic sports included hockey, skating and curling, pictured here.  Photo courtesy of Google Images.

Community service requirement:
a way of caring beyond self
by Vivian Goldstein ’17

Like many other schools, 
KO’s goals are not just based in 
education but also in the better-
ment of its students and commu-
nity. In order to inspire students 
to achieve this goal, KO has a 
community service requirement. 

Each student must complete 
at least 30 hours of community 
service in order to graduate. 

But  why do s tudents 
need this prerequisite? Why 
is it necessary? After all, not 
every school requires commu-
nity service in order to graduate.

A commitment to commu-
nity service has been part of the KO 
community for many years. Assis-
tant Head of School for Student 
Life Carolyn McKee said the 
requirement has been established 

longer than she has worked at KO.
She said it teaches important 

life skills, like responsibility and 

time management. In an environ-
ment that fosters learning, she said, 
community service teaches lessons 
that cannot be learned elsewhere 
else by exposing students to new 
environments and situations. 

“I think it’s tied 
to the school’s 
mission and 
VSHFL¿FDOO\�FDULQJ�
beyond self.”
- Mahathi Kumar

Behind the scenes:
the senior thesis
by Allie Kyff ’14

Thesis season is upon us.  
For those who don’t know much 
about senior thesis, seniors spend 
the third quarter of their senior 
year writing a 15-20 page paper 
on a topic of their choosing.  

S t u d e n t s  c h o o s e  t o 
write about different novels, 
films and TV shows.  Essen-
tially, nothing is off limits.

Senior Sarah Gianni is 
writing about reverse gender 
roles, sexuality and power in 
Aristophenes’s “Lysistrata” 
and  Ernes t  Hemingway’s 
“ T h e  S u n  A l s o  R i s e s ” . 

“I read both pieces and 
I really liked both of them,” 
she said.  “When I was brain-
storming which works I wanted 
to use in my thesis, they stood 
out as ones I really enjoyed.” 

She said she looking for 
similarities between the two and 
she found that there was defi-
nitely a common thread of reverse 
gender roles and the power of 
sexuality within relationships.

Senior Taryn Braz is 
writing about qualities that make 
a good mother using Kathryn 
Stockett’s novel “The Help.”. 

³,�KDG�D�OLWWOH�WURXEOH�DW�¿UVW�
picking a topic,” Taryn said.  “I 
decided to go through books that 
,�OLNHG�DQG�¿QG�D�WRSLF�IURP�WKHUH�
DQG�,¶YH�DOZD\V�OLNH�µ7KH�+HOS�´��

Taryn said she was really 
interested in the mother-daughter 
relationships in “The Help.”

Senior Grace Jarmoc is 
writing about nature vs. nurture in 
Jeffery Eugenides’s “Middlesex.” 

“ I t  was  our  summer 
UHDGLQJ�ERRN�IRU�+RM¶V� µ&URVV-
roads’ class. I did it because it 
was really interesting and fresh 
and my mind,” Grace said.  

In her thesis, Grace investi-
gated whether the main character 
was transgender because of the way 
her parents raised her, or because 
of inherent tendencies at birth

Senior Natalie Goldstein 
is writing about incestuous tones 
in J.M. Barrie’s “Peter Pan.”  
“I’ve really enjoyed doing senior 
thesis,” Natalie said. “I think it’s 
a unique experience to be able 
to delve into something you’re 
personally interested in. With this, 
you get to do your own thing.” 

Natalie said that English 
teacher Asha Appel, her thesis 
teacher, tells her class that the 
purpose of thesis is to show 
students how smart they really are, 
and Natalie has found that it’s true.  

D u r i n g  J a n u a r y  a n d 
February, seniors delve into a 
plethora of different topics and dedi-
cate weeks to their thesis papers.  

It’s a hard and draining 
process,  but  most  seniors 
interviewed by the KO News 
said they found it enjoyable.

freestyle. “I like watching the 
mogul freestyle because I think 
it’s the most impressive sport 
in the world,” he said.  “It’s 
extremely difficult, and the 
people who do it are so good at it.”

While Russia ultimately led 
the 2014 Winter Olympics with 
an impressive 13 gold medals, 
the U.S. held its own with a 
final gold medal count of nine.   

B u t ,  a s  M a n a v i  s o 
eloquently put it: “America didn’t 
nab the W this time.  But there’s 
always four years from now.”  

She  sa id  communi ty 
service gives students the push 
to step outside of their comfort 
zone and open their minds to 
a world outside of their own. 

“I think it’s tied to the 
VFKRRO¶V�PLVVLRQ�DQG�VSHFL¿FDOO\�
caring beyond self,” she said.

Senior Mahathi Kumar 
said she approves of emphasizing 
community service but points out 
ZKDW�VKH�VD\V�LV�D�ÀDZ�LQ�WKH�GHVLJQ��

“I think it’s good that they 
encourage us to do community 
service,” she said, “but a lot of 
students treat it as something 
they have to get done, not some-
thing they want to get done.”

Obviously, not every student 
at KO wants to actively volunteer 
their time and energy for some-
thing that does not interest them. 

However,  Ms. McKee 

VDLG��WKH�EHQH¿WV�WKDW�UHVXOW�IURP�
community service can often lead 
students to embrace it, rather than 
avoid it. Not only does commu-
nity service enrich college appli-
cations, she said, it can also 
give someone a leg up in what-
ever career they plan to pursue. 

Although Team Tobati 
provides a popular way to 
complete the requirement, some 
students  use the opportunity to 
try unique, remarkable  activi-
ties that also help the community. 

Students can complete their 
community service by teaching 
kids how to play tennis, helping out 
DW�D�YHWHULQDULDQ¶V�RI¿FH��RU�SDUWLFL-
pating in established programs at 
KO, such as Team Tobati and Fox 
Middle School’s outreach program. 

Despite the wealth of 
options, many students have trouble 

figuring out how to complete 
their community service hours. 

Science  teacher  Lisa 
Bai ley,  who directs  KO’s 
community service program 
at  the Upper School ,  has 
the answer to this question. 

Over the years, students 
report their community service 
hours to her and she keeps track 
of what students have done. 

Thus, if a student has an 
interest in a particular activity or 
career but does not know how 
to pursue it, he or she can ask 
Mrs. Bailey if anyone has done 
something similar in the past. 

M a k i n g  c o n n e c t i o n s 
between students’ pre-existing 
interests and avenues of commu-
nity service offers a better chance 
of turning required community 
service into a voluntary pastime.

The KO News 
wishes you a relaxing 

spring vacation!
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History electives spice senior year
by Natalie Goldstein ’14

Spring of junior year is 
WKH�¿QDO�VWUHWFK�RI�DQ�H[WUHPHO\�
challenging academic year. 
On top of keeping up grades, 
juniors are pressured to choose 
their senior year classes. For 
many juniors, the biggest deci-
sion is selecting a history course. 

Senior classes are specialized 
and allow students to follow a track 
WKDW�WKH\�¿QG�LQWHUHVWLQJ��UHVXOWLQJ�
in a dizzying array of options. 

A particularly gray area 
surrounds the three Advanced 
P l a c e m e n t  ( A P )  h i s t o r y 
courses. Unlike math or science 
courses, there is no pre-deter-
mined trajectory to follow. 

The history courses are 
taken based on a student’s interest, 
and unlike other APs, are open 
to all seniors who expresses an 
interest with no teacher or depart-
ment recommendation required. 
Juniors encounter a problem, 
however, when they sit down and 
realize they do not know anything 
about the history courses, or if they 
are at all interested in the subject. 

Before juniors jump imme-
diately to the APs, History Depart-
ment Chair Ann Serow has some 
words of advice. She reminds 
students to consider the semester 
history electives that are not APs. 

“It’s not which APs to 
take; it’s what you are looking 
for,” she explained. The semester 
courses (For the 2013- 2014 
year) include China and Japan, 
Cultural Anthropology, History 
of Religions, American Law, 
Sixties, and End of Empire. 

Each course is special-
ized in one area of history and 
is better suited to the students 
who have a specific interest. 

Dr. Serow suggested that if a 
student already takes an AP-heavy 
course load, they might consider 
taking a non-AP history course. 

Alternatively, if a student 
knows they do not do well on 
standardized tests, especially 
the multiple-choice section, 
they might consider taking 
a semester history course. 

This is because all of the tests 
in AP courses are created to prepare 
for the AP Exam, which consist 
of a multiple-choice section. 

The APs are yearlong 
courses that culminate with 
an AP Exam in May (two 
AP Exams for Economics), 
and material is covered at the 

pace of a college intro course. 
The APs, despite their 

rigorous pace, are good prac-
tice for college and students 
may receive college credit if 
their AP Exam score is passing. 

Having some col lege 
credits helps the freshman 
c o l l e g e  e x p e r i e n c e . 

“Getting to college as a 
freshman, it’s a pain in the neck 
to be in all big, intro classes,” Dr. 
Serow said. “It’s fine in one or 
two subjects, but it’s great to be 
able to enter a level-200s class.” 

She said that extra credit 
can help students who intend to 
double major or go abroad. In 
DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�DFDGHPLF�EHQH¿WV��
there are also social benefits to 
taking a level-200s class because 
it allows freshmen to meet soph-
omores or juniors in college. 

Although the APs mean 
a more difficult course load, 
the rewards are far greater than 
the possible failure, she said. 

A student’s score on the 
AP Exam is important, but 
even if a student receives a 
score less than passing, Dr. 
Serow focuses on the other vital 
skills the AP student learned. 

“You don’t lose anything,” 
she said. You still had a year of 
an AP course. And even if you 
decide to take it again in college, 
the course will be different; 
you’ll just be more prepared”.

Political Science
AP Political Science, taught 

by Dr. Serow, has long been a 
senior favorite at KO. The course 
begins with the philosophers 
such as Plato, Machiavelli, Rous-
seau, Hobbes, Locke, and Marx, 
whose ideas can often be seen in 
action in our government. The 
class then moves on to the three 
branches of American government. 

The course includes three 
short papers called “practical poli-
tics” that apply classroom ideas to 
real life; a longer research paper; 

readings that analyze a certain 
element of government; and tests. 

The tests are formatted 
like the AP, with multiple 
choice and short  answers. 

Dr. Serow does not want 
students to be dissuaded from 
taking Poli Sci due to its political 
nature. In fact, she described 
the array of students she teaches 
each year as vast and different. 

“Not everyone is that into 
politics,” she explained. “You 
get everything from political 
junkies to kids who are history 
types, to kids who aren’t inter-
ested but think they’d like to take 
it.” Everyone’s going to end up 
a citizen; it’s a citizen’s course.” 

Senior Sam Goddard, who 
currently takes Poli Sci and Econ, 
agrees that Poli Sci is good for 
any student, politically inclined 
or not. “There’s no reason 
not to take Poli Sci,” he said.

Econ remains a mystery 
to many juniors. The course is 
different from Poli Sci or Art 
History because, at the end of the 
year, students are prepared to take 
two AP Exams – AP Microeco-
nomics and AP Macroeconomics. 

7KH�¿UVW�VHPHVWHU�IRFXVHV�
on Macroeconomics, while the 
second semester moves on to 
Microeconomics. The course, 
taught by history and math teacher 
Tracy Deeter, examines a social 
science that studies the way in 
which people make decisions. 

“A common misperception 
about the course is that it’s all about 
the stock market,” said Ms. Deeter.  
“It’s really about how we use our 
scarce resources, since that’s the 
fundamental economic problem”. 

She recommends that any 
student looking to study busi-
ness in college should take the 
course. It will prepare the student 
for the business route, she said, 
and give students a head start, 
because business majors are nearly 
always required to take an Intro 
to Econ course freshman year. 

Ms. Deeter also debunks the 
myth that Econ is a math course, 
explaining that graphs are used but 
the math is basic. Students going 
into Econ should expect homework 
and tests. Ms. Deeter explained 
WKDW�KRPHZRUN�SOD\V�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�
role in a student’s grade, allowing 
students who are not strong test-
takers to still do well in the course. 

The homework ranges 
from problem sets, to web-
based questions, to worksheets. 

The tests are frequent, and 
often challenging, but Ms. Deeter 
always offers her students a 
morning review session. Attending 
the session is optional, but 

Economics

Art History
This course is an amalgama-

tion of historical events, culture, 
and philosophy, and how they are 
UHÀHFWHG�LQ�DUW�WKURXJK�WKH�DJHV��

Academic Dean of Humani-
ties Patricia Rosoff, who teaches 
the class. explained that Art 
History has a large breadth of 

Senior uses poli sci skills as legislative aid
by Kate Betts ’15

AP Political Science student, 
senior Jack Sullivan has taken his 
love of political science to a new 
level by getting an internship 
at the Connecticut State Legis-
lature, working under House 
Majority Leader Joe Aresimowicz.

This past election season, 
Jack did community service work 
in his town election, volunteering 
to call and speak to Hispanic voters 
in Spanish. Through this work, 
he met someone who worked 

at the capitol and suggested 
that he apply for an internship.

Jack started his work 
at the capitol late in January. 
Currently, Jack goes to the legis-
ODWLYH�RI¿FHV�RQ�:HGQHVGD\V�DIWHU�
school, from about 2 to 4:30 PM. 

At his internship, he helps 
with constituent work, sorting 
through letters from the district 
Rep. Aresimowicz represents and 
helping to address voters’ concerns.

“It’s been a great experi-
ence so far,” he said. “You’re 
really in the thick of the polit-

ical world when you’re over 
there, and that’s really cool.”

Jack is one of the only high 
school students working in an 
internship position like this one. 
He said most of the other posi-
WLRQV�DUH�¿OOHG�E\�FROOHJH�VWXGHQWV�

His Political Science teacher, 
Dr. Ann Serow, said she was very 
happy to learn that Jack is taking 
his learning outside of the class-
room, though she joked that she 
was worried about his involvement 
in the dangerous world of politics.

“Jack is an excellent polit-

ical science student, but I was 
TXLWH�VKRFNHG�WR�¿QG�RXW�WKDW�KH�
was actually going to take some of 
the things we’ve learned and actu-
ally take them to the state legisla-
ture, get his hands dirty, and see 
the real political system in action.”

At first, she wasn’t sure 
if Jack was going to go through 
with the internship, she said, but 
“suddenly one day he shows up 
with his badge from the legisla-
tive office building! The same 
day that the FBI raided the state 
legislature because some stuff has 

EHHQ�KDSSHQLQJ�ZLWK�FRQÀLFWV�RI�
interest.” She was worried when 
she heard the news, she joked, 
“but he appears to have survived 
and isn’t implicated in anything.”

A high school student rarely 
JHWV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�¿UVW�KDQG�
experience in the world of politics. 

When asked if he was inter-
ested in going into politics in the 
future, Jack was unsure. “It’s 
GH¿QLWHO\�D�JUHDW�RSWLRQ��,¶P�VWLOO�
not sure about the future, but I 
really like this experience. It’s 
fun being in the political world.”

“Ms. Deeter is 
probably the best 
teacher in the 
school”

- Sam Goddard

attending it offers extra credit on 
the test and helps students solidify 
their understanding of the material. 

While Dr. Serow is a publicly 
coveted teacher at KO, Ms. 
Deeter’s brilliance is known mostly 
only by the students who are lucky 
enough to have her as a teacher. 

Nearly all of Ms. Deeter’s 
Econ students immediately 
spoke of her teaching abilities. 

“The success that is found 
in Econ is found solely due to the 
teaching abilities of Ms. Deeter,” 
said senior Tucker Charette. 

Fe l low Econ s tudent 
senior Owen Jarmoc agreed 
with Tucker, and both attest that 
their understanding of Econ’s 
challenging ins-and-outs is 
due to Ms. Deeter’s patience 
and straightforward teaching. 

Sam, also a student of Ms. 
Deeter, agreed with his classmates. 
“Ms. Deeter is probably the best 
teacher in the school,” he said. 

All three seniors acknowl-
edge that Econ homework and 
SUREOHP�VHWV�WDNH�XS�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�
amount of time each night, with 
lots of material and memoriza-
tion that result in frequent tests. 

But the students find the 
work both rewarding and inter-
esting because the material 
and knowledge is applicable 
to real-life after high school. 

“Everyone’s 
going to end up a 
citizen; it’s a citi-
zen’s course”

- Dr. Serow

information to cover in the year.
“It covers from pre-history 

WR�WKH�SUHVHQW��RQ�¿YH�FRQWLQHQWV��
all religions and their practices, 
the philosophical and cultural 
context, and then the art,” she said. 

T h e  c o u r s e  b e g i n s 
with prehis tor ic  ar t ,  then  
deals with European styles 
and finally modern works.

Despite its title, students 
who take art history do not have 
to be artists themselves. Mrs. 
Rosoff described the student 
who will find Art History most 
interesting as someone who’s 
interested in expressing himself 
or herself and interested in 
the history of self-expression. 

The course is not about 
memorizing paintings and sculp-
tures, she said, but rather, about 
understanding the context that they 
were created in.  “You have to put 
yourself in the artist’s shoes,” she 
said. “It’s not about who conquered 
whom; it’s about how did it feel 
and what were they thinking.”

Mrs.  Rosoff  said Art 
History is not a regular history 
course, but more comparable to 
an English class because anal-
ysis of the material is required. 

“It’s nice to be able to go 
to a museum and know what’s 
going on in it, the historical 
period behind it, and the influ-
ences that became before and 
after,” said senior Maddie Pazzani. 

But Maddie warned that 
prospective students should 

“You have to put 
yourself in the 
artist’s shoes.”  
        - Mrs. Rosoff

have an interest in art and be 
motivated learners. “There’s 
so much art to study that you 
have to be willing to put some 
time in on your own,” she said.

The course is based on tests 
and essays in the style of the AP 
Exam. Mrs. Rosoff also utilizes 
an online website that comes with 
the book and provides more infor-
mation on particular art pieces. 

At the beginning and end 
of the year, Mrs. Rosoff asks her 
students to answer the question 
“What is art?” and enjoys seeing 
how answers have changed and 
evolved after a year of learning. 
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Juniors to take stroll in Central Park 
for gala prom on Saturday, March 29
by Joe Ravalese ‘15

The transition from winter to 
spring is always a hectic time of 
the year for everyone. The snow is 
melting, winter sports end, spring 
sports begin and everyone is trying 
to get through those last couple 
of weeks before March break.

 In addition to all of 
this, the pressure of the Junior 
Prom is also added to the 
agenda of the junior class. 

From figuring out who to 
ask and go with, to getting the 
right clothes, the whole process 
can seem rather daunting, not 
only for students but also for the 
faculty and parents in charge 
with organizing and pulling 
off this elaborate yearly event. 

On Saturday, March 29, the 
KO cafeteria will be transformed, 
GHFRUDWHG�WR�UHÀHFW�WKH�WKHPH�RI�
“An Evening in Central Park.” 

But none of this would be 
possible without the dedicated 
people in prom committees who 
make it happen, one of whom is 
Form Five Dean Ronald Garcia. 

“I have organized a bunch 
of proms before, both junior and 

senior” said Mr. Garcia “But since 
the Junior Prom takes place on 
campus in the cafeteria there is a 

lot of more work for the parents.”
 The process began when 

suggestions from Form Five made 

in the fall were narrowed down 
to five possible themes, which 
are voted on by the junior class. 

Once the decision is made by 
the class, the parents go to work. 

“The parents do all the heavy 
lifting,” said Mr. Garcia. “The 
parent representatives do most of 
the work, and the two current parent 
reps this year, Mrs. Whirty and 
Mrs. Wetsman, are the ones who 
put together the prom committee, 
which does all the work.”

While a night of dancing 
and food will surely be an enjoy-
able time, the actual event is only 
a piece of the whole Prom process. 

One of the most important 
parts is the actual asking for a 
prom date. “The way I did it was 
,�PDGH�¿YH�FXSFDNHV�DQG�ZURWH�
µ3URP"¶�RQ�WKH�WRS�ZLWK�IURVWLQJ�
then surrounded them with twiz-
zlers and gave them to her on her 
birthday,” said junior Trey Liburd. 

Junior Dan Miller also 
opted for the cupcake approach 
saying, “On the cupcakes, I 
didn’t know what to write with. 
Then, when looking through the 
cabinet I found some Funfetti.”  

Overall juniors are eagerly 

awaiting the Prom’s to arrival. “I 
can’t wait to see everybody and 
who they wind up going with,” 
said junior Kennelly Allerton.

 In general there defi-
nitely seems to be excite-
ment among the junior class 
about this year’s prom theme. 

“It will be fun to see the 
cafeteria after it’s been deco-
rated to match the theme of 
Central Park.” said Kennely. 

Trey said he was also 
looking forward to the prom. “I’m 
really excited,” he said. “The 
theme is really cool, and I think 
it will be an overall good time.” 

Through the handwork and 
dedication of the Form Five parent 
reps, Mr. Garcia, and the rest of 
the prom committee, this year’s 
Junior Prom is eagerly awaited. 

College Admission Game sparks 
excitement among sophomores
by Kate Betts ‘16

KO sophomores  took 
their first step into the college 
admiss ions  process  when 
The Admission Game came 
to KO on Tuesday, March 4. 

The program was held from 
6:30 to 7:30 in Roberts Theater, 
and all sophomoresand their 
parents were expected to attend.

The event  was spon-
sored by KO’s college admis-
sions office, who have been 
bringing this program to KO 
students for over 20 years.

The Admission Game 
is one of the programs started 
by Peter Van Buskirk, who 
was the Dean of Admissions at 
Franklin and Marshall College 
when he created the program.

His goal was to take his 
experience in college admis-

sions and share his insights to 
help coach high school students 
through the process, and he 
now travels to schools around 
the country doing just that.

The Admission Game 
consists of two main parts.

 First, Mr. Van Buskirk 
gives students and their fami-
lies an orientation to the admis-
sion selection process, including 
aspects he has coined “The 
Pyramid of Selectivity,” “The 
Agenda,” “The Hidden Agenda” 
and “Hotspots and Hooks.” 

All of this information 
provides a comprehensive view 
into what factors colleges consider 
when looking at applications, and 
how applicants can best appeal 
to college admission boards.

Mr. Van Buskirk followed 
up his orientation with the game 

aspect of the evening, in which 
the audience collectively acted 
as a college admission board. 

They were presented with 
IRXU�¿FWLWLRXV�FROOHJH�DSSOLFDWLRQV��
and analyzed them according to the 
information they had just learned 
about the selection process. 

In the end, the audience 
voted - and only one of the 
four applicants was admitted.

Amy Swords,  associate 
director of college advising, said 
that there are many reasons that KO 
has continued to bring The Admis-
sion Game back year after year. 

But she said it is mainly to 
jump start the college applica-
tion process for sophomores, fast 
approaching their important junior 
year, and their parents, who will 
be with them throughout their 
MRXUQH\�WR�¿QGLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�VFKRRO�

 The timing of the event 
is important, because it happens 
just prior to course registra-
tion for the following year. 

³2QH�RI�WKH�ELJJHVW�EHQH¿WV�
will be that Form Four students 
will think more seriously when 
choosing courses for their junior 
and senior years,” Mrs. Swords said.

Even for students who 
don’t  know exact ly  what 
they want to do in the future, 
this orientation is helpful. 

“There shouldn’t be any 
pressure to know what you 
want to do,” she added, “but it 
does help you think about the 
next steps - how you want to 
spend your last years of high 
school and your college years.”

Especially for parents who 
have never accompanied a child 
through the college admissions 

process before, The Admis-
sion Game is a great introduc-
tion, Mrs. Swords said. “I think 
it’s a real benefit to have the 
parents come, that way everyone 
hears the same thing,” she said.

As sophomores, the students 
attending this event are still 
far from applying to colleges. 

But they are reaching 
the point where their actions 
now will matter when they do 
start the application process. 

“The purpose is not to 
stress kids out; it’s to teach 
kids how to handle this process 
and to find the place that fits 
them best,” Mrs. Swords said.

Participating in this event, 
Mrs. Swords said, was a great 
first step towards the future for 
sophomores and their families. 

“The parents 
do all the heavy 
lifting.”   
         - Mr. Garcia

Faculty explore
Continued from page 6

would be good to investigate such 
things they were wondering about.

Teachers are exploring 
all different objectives from the 
use of ipads in classes to student 
travel programs to blended 
learning to diversity curriculums.

The teachers will be able 
WR�XVH�WKHLU�¿QGLQJV�WR�LPSURYH�
their teaching and also gain a 
more objective prospective of KO. 

Ms. Appel said after Adven-

ture day, the teachers will come 
together to share what they found, 
“After the Adventure Day,” she 
said, “the small groups will 
reconvene to share our nuggets.” 

There will also be lunches 
for teachers who want to talk 
PRUH�LQ�GHSWK�DERXW�WKHLU�¿QGLQJV�

Ms. Appel said she hopes 
teachers will bring lots of new 
ideas and experiences to KO, 
“In this way, we will be adding 
to the wealth of ideas and inno-
vation in the KO community.” 

In the past few weeks 
sophomore Ben Sullivan has 
been organizing a fundraiser 
out of the ordinary. Gone are 
the days of collecting food, now 
dental supplies come in hoards. 

KO nonetheless continues 
WR�IXO¿OO�WKH�WUDGLWLRQ�RI�EULQJLQJ�
massive amounts of goods for 
the community. Over 1,150 
items are well on their way to 
Project Healthy Smile in Minne-

KO donates dental supplies
by Max Bash ’15 sota, an organization that gives 

dental supplies to people in need. 
Ben starting working with 

this organization because his 
sister previously worked with 
the charity. “When I read their 
mission statement,” Ben said, 
“I wanted to get involved also.” 

Ben said he knew that there 
is a need for dental supplies year 
round and figured that this was 
a good time to start this effort. 
He was certainly right and the 
donations came pouring in.

He said he was astounded 
by the generosity that the KO 
population showed. “I was origi-
nally hoping for maybe 200 items 
overall, but the KO community 
blew me away. Bags even split 
open from all the donations.

After receiving so many 
donations, he decided to change 
the rewards for the fundraiser. 
Originally the advisee group with 
the most donations would win a 

Continued on page 18
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Investigating Under the Radar: 
KO’s investigative journalism
by Sophie Kruger ’14

According to UK news-
paper The Independent, Hong 
Kong native and investiga-
t ive journal is t  Kevin Lau 
Chun was brutally stabbed on 
Wednesday, February 26, 2014.  

Mr. Chun was the former 
editor of a newspaper called 
Ming Pao. He is now known for 
his courageous investigating and 
reporting on Mainland China.  
Many suspect the Chinese govern-
ment of ordering the attack, but 
there is no evidence linking Mr. 
Chun’s reporting to the attack. 
There have been many demon-
strations supporting continued 
freedom of the press in Hong Kong.

Investigative reporting has 
long been attributed to discovering 
the truth and uncovering secrets. 

For example, journalist 
Michael M. Phillips recently 
uncovered an aspect of U.S. 
history in which the government 
performed lobotomies on about 
2,000 veterans after World War 
II.  The story is found in multiple 
parts in the Wall Street Journal.

There is, however, an infa-
mous aspect of investigative 
reporting called yellow journalism.  
Yellow journalism exaggerates 
events and runs on the concept 
of sensationalism in order to sell 
more papers capture an audience.

The KO News sought to 
discover the role and legitimacy of 
investigative journalism at King-
swood Oxford by speaking with 
past KO investigative journalists.  

Ben Kruger ’08 was the 
investigative journalist during 
the 2006-07 school year and 
the editor of the investiga-
tive journalism section during 
the  2007-08 school  year.  

Two topics that Ben wrote 
about were drinking/drug use on 
campus and the school’s polit-
ical bent. He sought to answer 
the question: “Did it [KO] have 
a political bent?” He said he 
remembers those two topics, 
he said, because “those are my 
two most inflammatory ones.”

He recalls working on each 
article for weeks.  Ben said that 
he did not have an assistant to 
help with research, but the paper 
only came out once a month.  
Ben gave an example of why 
the articles were so time inten-
sive. “I tried to find out if kids 
in high school were using drugs. 
I gave surveys in advisee group. 
Then I had to collect them and 
go through all the data,” he said.

Investigative journalist 
during the school year of 2007-
08, Cara McSweeney ’09 said 
that each article took so much 
time because she needed to hear 
multiple points of view when 
writing about a controversial 
topic. “I couldn’t give you an 
exact time estimate, but they were 

Past Under the Radar Articles
Alcohol/drug use among the student body

KO’s political bent
Availbility of condoms on campus
%DFNSDFNV�EORFNLQJ�¿UH�H[LWV
Possibility of weighted grades

Homophobia
Gender equity

Health education
KO’s reputation and academic integrity

certainly time-consuming. When 
you choose to pursue a topic that 
may be controversial in nature, you 
want to make sure you hear from a 
variety of sources so that you can 
be fair in your reporting.  Both the 
school and the students deserve 
the most thorough reporting that 
you can give them,” she said.

Cara wrote articles on 
topics such as the lack of avail-
ability of condoms on campus, 
the fire hazards associated 
with the backpacks outside of 
Roberts during assemblies, and 
whether or not KO should have 
a weighted grading system.

For articles with more 
controversy, Cara said she asked 
other KO News reporters to help 
gather the necessary research.  
“I remember with the condom 
article, there were four of us 
listed on the byline because it 
required that much work – from 
compiling all the information 
from various sources and inter-
views, to editing and re-editing 
to make sure what we wrote was 
honest, truthful, and considered 
a multitude of views,” she said.

Varun Khattar ’12 was 
the investigative journalist 
during the 2011-12 school year.  

Varun wrote articles about 
homophobia, gender equity, health 
education, KO’s reputation and 
academic integrity, to name a few.  

He mentioned his personal 
dedication to each piece he wrote.  
“I got deeply invested in each piece 
I wrote and spent countless hours 
each month conducting inter-
views, researching, and writing. 
In fact, the only all-nighter I 
pulled in high school was for 
investigative journalism,” he said.  

These three past inves-
tigative journalists spent time 
writing the articles, but how did 
they choose topics that were 
worthy of time and investigation?  

As demonstrated by Mr. 

Chun, investigative journalism 
sparks controversy because 
it uncovers a story widely 
unknown. Of course a KO inves-
tigative journalist does not need 
to fear for his/her life, but there 
are ramifications to consider. 

Ben,  Cara and Varun 
all looked back to consider 
their process in choosing a 
topic for their monthly piece.

“I do remember that the 
timing of publishing was very 
sensitive,” Ben said. Ben said 
that when he was ready to publish 
the article about drug use there 
was a horrible tragedy at the 
school that was coincidentally 
related somewhat to the article.   

“ T h e  a r t i c l e  g o t 
pushed back two months,” 
Ben said, “and in retrospect 
that was the right decision.”  

Ben said that he was never 
stopped from following a lead.   
“I never had a situation where I 
couldn’t write about something I 
wanted to write about,” he said.

Cara didn’t recall specific 
topics, but described the thought 
process behind choosing a topic to 
pursue. “I think the idea is that you 
don’t want to write about some-
thing controversial just to start 
a controversy. I’m sure there are 
some topics that do that without 
having any benefit,” she said.  

She first  provided an 
explanation of topics to avoid 
and then explained why a topic 
should be chosen. “I think we 
strove to pick topics that, once 
they were discussed in print, 
would provide some beneficial 
insight to issues that we thought 
were important,” Cara said.  

Cara mentioned the impor-
tance of avoiding sensationalism, 
the source of yellow journalism.  
“Sure, you could try to think of 
some crazy topic that would garner 
a wild headline, but if it serves 
no pertinent purpose and would 
just anger the administration, 
then that’s just resources being 
allocated to something that’s not 
helpful or informative,” she said.

Varun said that he was 
turned away from some topics 
because they were likely not 
fruitful. “I was instructed not to 
investigate financial aid due to 
the KO administration’s refusal 
WR�GLVFORVH�DQ\�VSHFL¿F�¿QDQFLDO�

information, perhaps due to legal or 
public relations reasons,” he said.  

Varun also said that he 
once wrote an article that ulti-
mately was not published. “I 
once wrote a column exploring 
the merits of a private school 
education, comparing KO to 
local public schools,” Varun said.

He explained that the topic 
was inherently biased due to the 

people available for interviews. 
“While I attempted to present 
balanced, unbiased perspec-
tive as always, the article was 
pulled last minute by Mr. Kyff 
to avoid negative backlash from 
the community,” Varun said.  

Looking back, Varun offered 
his perspective. “In hindsight, the 
article was a bit problematic and 
relied too heavily on KO student 
opinions. Of course I was a bit 
hurt in the moment, but I trust 
Mr. Kyff’s judgment,” he said.  

Varun also expressed hope 
that a future investigative journalist 
would attempt to write an article 
of that nature that presented both 
sides equally so it can be published. 

The final subject area 
asked of the past investigative 
journalists was their impres-
sion with newspaper readership.  

Newspaper readership 
is a topic of global debate.
Do people read print newspa-
pers anymore? How can we 
encourage people to be inter-
ested in the news in any medium? 
News sources are writing about 
their own decline in circulation.

Ben said that he believes 
people did read the Under the 
Radar articles, particularly the one 
about drug use. “That article was 
moderately interactive because 
every kid in advisee group had 
to fill out that survey and they 
knew something was coming 
weeks in advance,” he said.  

However, there were arti-
cles he suspected were not read. 
“As an editor I am sure there were 
articles no one ever read. I had to 
write opinions for the editorial 
board. There was no chance those 
were ever read, I suspect. They 
weren’t hard hitting, and they 
weren’t sports. I think the most 
read section was always the sports 
section, to be honest,” he said.

Despite his speculation 
about readership, Ben contended 
that the KO News is not entirely 
DERXW�WKH�EHQH¿W�RI�WKH�UHDGHUV���
“It’s [the point of the paper] 
about the kids who write for the 
paper and learn how to write, 
edit and publish a newspaper.  I 
don’t think that’s a problem; I 
think it’s excellent,” he said.

Ben said that skills beyond 
that of journalism can be learned 
from developing journalism-
VSHFL¿F�VNLOOV���³,�WKLQN�OHDUQLQJ�WR�
be a reporter is an excellent skill.  
*RLQJ�RXW�DQG�¿QGLQJ�IDFWV�DQG�
writing without infusing your own 
opinion is a really great skill to have.  
It helps with building a persua-
sive argument and other skills 
outside of journalism,” Ben said.

Cara also said that she 
believes her articles were widely 
read. “I think we purposely chose 
topics that would gauge the interest 
of our readers – from students, 
the teachers and the administra-
tion. I believed that the “Under 

the Radar” section’s purpose 
was to raise awareness to certain 
issues and initiate an educated 
conversation about it,” she said. 

Cara said she feels that 
uncovering hidden stories and 
investigative pieces is the area 
of the newspaper that inspire 
people to read the paper.  

“I think we strove to 
pick topics that, once 
they were discussed 
in print, would 
SURYLGH�VRPH�EHQH¿-
cial insight to issues 
that we thought were 
important” 

-Cara McSweeney

“Sure, the purpose was to 
“get attention” but also get atten-
tion to topics that we thought 
mattered. I could be wrong, 
but I believe such investigative 
articles are what really draws 
people to pick up the KO news 
in the first place,” she said.

Varun felt differently about 
his articles. “I have to admit I was 
consistently disappointed with 
the lack of response I received 
from the community. I do not 
think my voice was heard. In part, 
I felt it indicated a general level 
of apathy towards journalism 
and social justice issues among 
the student body,” Varun said.

Varun made conjectures as 
to why there was a lack of read-
ership. “I will admit my articles 
were a bit too lengthy for the 
average overextended KO student. 
Regardless, I do not regret the 
amount of time and energy I 
spent as an investigate jour-
nalist for the KO News,” he said.

Despite his dissapointment, 
Varun shared the sentiment of the 
personal value gained from his 
experience as an investigative 
journalist.  “While my column 
might have been read only by 
a handful of people, the expe-
rience itself was invaluable. It 
trained me to think critically and 
approach every issue with an 
RSHQ�PLQG��,W�JDYH�PH�FRQ¿GHQFH�
as a writer and fueled my desire 
to pursue a career in education 
and activism. It helped me form 
connections within the community 
and learn new things,” Varun said.

Perhaps decreased reader-
ship through time is connected to 
other forms of information.  Every 
time someone looks at Twitter or 
Facebook, they are absorbing 
information. Perhaps not hidden 
information uncovered or the status 
of the struggle in the Ukraine, but 
LQIRUPDWLRQ�RI�VRPH�VRUW���7KH�¿QDO�
question to be asked is: How many 
people read this far into the article? 

Looking into the nature of investigative journalism.
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by Kelly Maloney ’17

Working hard all season the 
boys varsity basketball team ended 
their season with a 1-16 record.

Although this was a disap-
pointing season for the team, 
they did show potential for future 
seasons. From pushing overtime 
against Millbrook and beating a 
Watkinson team with post gradu-
DWHV��WKHUH�LV�GH¿QLWHO\�OLJKW�DW�WKH�
end of the tunnel for this squad. 

One of the highlights of 
this year, according to Head 
Coach Durelle Brown was 
their game versus Millbrook at 
home on Wednesday, Feb. 12. 

Throughout the game it 
was evident that the players were 
committed to winning as they were 
locked in, and working extremely 
hard offensively and defensively. 

The defense was strong 
throughout the whole game. In the 
last couple of seconds, sophomore 
guard Isiah Wright hit a half-court 
shot that put the game into overtime.

Although the Wyverns lost 
77-70 in overtime, Coach Brown 
said he was impressed by his 
WHDP��³,W�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�JDPH�WKDW�
our team battled back in the face 
of adversity several times and 
competed from beginning to end 
with a total team effort,” he said.

After the Millbrook game, 
practices suddenly became better, 
Coach Brown said, because they 
players knew that they had the 
potential to compete with anyone. 

“Practices included more 
running and conditioning, twice 

a week weight training, and 
becoming more focused,” said 
VHQLRU�FR�FDSWDLQ�*ULI¿Q�0DORQH\�

The last couple of games, 
against both Taft and Williston 
were hard fought, but in the end the 
result was not what they wanted to 
see. Taft, which was senior night at 
KO, was an especially close game. 

“The seniors started this 
game strong, with Stepensky 
hitting some very tough shots. 

After a hard-fought half, we went 
into halftime down one,” said 
junior co-captain Zack Goldman. 
“During the second half, the Taft 
defense began to really wear down 
our limited bench and outlasted us.”

This was a rebuilding year and 
the team learned a lot this season. 

“A season, no matter the 
record, is never lost. There’s 
always a ton you can learn 
from it,” said Coach Brown. 

The team was trying to work 
past the struggle of not playing 
the whole 32 minutes and getting 
tired and giving up at 24 minutes. 
This was shown in the Williston 
game, according to Coach Brown. 

“In our last game of the 
season at Williston, we were down 
46-38 with eight minutes to go, 
but then we fell off a cliff, losing 
77-52,” said Coach Brown. “That 
last hurdle is learning how to dig 

GHHS�DQG�¿QG�WKDW�H[WUD�VRPHWKLQJ�
WR�KHOS�\RX�VXVWDLQ�WKH�FRQ¿GHQFH�
and intensity you had for 24 
minutes, for eight more minutes.”

Next year they will lose 
¿YH�VHQLRUV��.HYLQ�5XIIHH��'DQWH�
Cioffi, John Stepensky, Reid 
Collins, and Griffin Maloney, 
veterans who, Maloney said, 
“tried their best to lead the 
team through tough times.” 

L o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o 
next year, Coach Brown said 
he sees “a fresh new start.” 

“[I hope] that the energy, 
excitement and anxiousness 
you feel at tryouts carries over 
throughout the season,” he said.

Goldman is equally opti-
mistic. “Next year I am looking 
forward to playing with most 
of the same players,“ he said. 
“This is exciting because our 
team chemistry will be even 
stronger and everyone will have 
one more year of experience.” 

Coach Brown said the team 
learned a lot of basketball this year. 
“As we, our coaching staff, Coach 
Weeks and Coach Parker, try to 
rebuild our program, we’ve done 
tons of teaching,” he said. “Skill 
work, team building, defensive 
schemes, offensive sets, analyzing 
WKH�JDPH�VWDWV��¿OP�EUHDNGRZQ�´

Rebuilding a team is a 
process, Coach Brown said. Both 
the coaches and players need the 
incentive to get better, which 
is something he believes they 
have gained this season. He said 
the motivation is there to turn 
the program around next year.

Sophomore Brycen Harris (32) contests a player from Williston Northampton on Feb. 22.  Photo by Zack Goldman ’15.

Girls basketball ends season 
by winning last two games
by Taryn Braz ’14

The girls varsity basketball 
team ended their season by beating 
two perennial rivals, and improved 
their season record from last 
season’s 7-14 to this season’s 9-10.

$JDLQVW�6XI¿HOG�$FDGHP\��
the  Wyverns  fought  back 
against an early deficit and 
were able to hold off the relent-
less Suffield Academy team. 

The offense made timely 
shots the defense was able to 
hold off the equally aggres-
sive Tigers, and the Wyverns 
held on for a 57-52 win.

This  game was  a l so 
the team’s senior day, on 
which they honored seniors 
Abigai l  Mancinel l i ,  Shiza 
Abbas, Caroline Kaufman, 
and Captain Helena Roland.

All four seniors started 
and contributed to the strong 
team win with points, rebounds, 
assists, and all played signifi-
cant minutes during the game. 

Mancinelli scored 12 points 
and Roland scored nine, while 

Abbas added three on a timely 
three-point shot, and Kaufman 
fought hard for rebounds. 

“We will be losing great 
leadership in our seniors. All four 
brought a tremendous amount 
of maturity to this team,” said 
Head Coach Kim Iacovazzi. 

The Wyverns’ last game of 
the season was against a strong 
Canterbury team, but the Wyverns 
dominated early, getting out quickly 
to a large lead. The Wyverns never 
looked back and never relented, 
beating Canterbury 58-25. 

It was a full team win, 
as all 12 players played in the 
game and 11 of them scored. 

Freshman Madi Kalkstein 
led the scoring with 12 points, 
while fellow freshman Kelly 
Carucci and sophomore Jeanna 
Wilson added seven points 
each. Freshman Kayla Glemaud 
led the team with six steals.

Coach Iacovazzi  said 
she considers the season very 
successful, as the Wyverns 
improved their record and the 
younger players on the team 

gained meaningful and necessary 
H[SHULHQFH�WKDW�ZLOO�EHQH¿W�WKHP�

“This year we had fantastic 
leadership from Roland and 
amazing athletic performances 
from our freshman and sopho-
more guards,” she said. “We 
were a young team, but we were 
quick and could press and get 
some easy points off steals.” 

Kalkstein led the team in 
steals with 2.4 per game and also led 
the team in points per game at 12.8. 

Glemaud led the team 
in rebounding with 8.1 per 
game and was  second in 
steals with 2.3 per game. 

Willis led the team in 
assists with 3.4 per game, while 
Carucci was second highest 
in points per game with 8.2. 
Roland led the team in free 
throw percentage at 78 percent. 

“Everyone contributed 
something to the team, whether it 
was Abbas as our leading three-
point shooter in percentage, 
Kaufman on rebounds, or [sopho-
more Kelly] Maloney and [junior 
Meghan] Kennedy as shooters. The 

freshman class as a whole contrib-
uted immensely to our points and 
rebounds per game,” said Roland.

The success of the younger 
players this year bodes well for next 
season and the seasons to come. 

“I  am expect ing our 
returning players to come back 
ready to work hard and be in 
shape for a fast-paced game,” said 
Coach Iacovazzi. “I expect them 
to be working on their shooting 
percentage and free throws, both 
of which were low percentages as 
a team for the season. Defense is 
a key component so working on 
speed and agility will be essential,” 

However, the Wyverns 
will miss the leadership and 
the skills of the seniors who 
will be graduating this year. 

The leadership and maturity 
of Roland will be missed, espe-
cially since the team is so young. 

Mancinelli, Abbas, and 
Kaufman also were big assets 
as role players, with Mancinelli 
second in free-throw percentage 
at 52 percent and second in 
rebounding with 6.1 per game. 

Skills-wise the Wyverns 
are losing four post players to 
graduation this year, and will 
need to improve on their drib-
bling and shooting since the 
team will be guard heavy.

Overall ,  for  the f irst 
season coached by Iacovazzi 
and Assistant Coaches Nicole 
Blake and Judy Bailey, the future 
looks bright for the Wyverns. 

The trio of coaches said 
they are excited about the future 
to come due to the support that 
they all give each other and the 
basketball IQ they all bring.

“We have all played the 
game at some point and have a 
vast knowledge of the game. I 
love working with two other strong 
ZRPHQ��,W�ZDV�GH¿QLWHO\�D�SRVLWLYH�
experience,” said Coach Iacovazzi.

“Our coaches did an incred-
ible job bonding us together and 
helping us excel both offensively 
and defensively,” said Roland. 

While the team will be 
young team next year, the possibil-
ities of a winning season and play-
offs seem right around the corner. 

Hoop men take Millbrook to overtime, beat PG-laden Watkinson
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Moment:
Seniors Claudia Udolf 
and Matthew Luther

by Jack Beckerman ’15
Senior girls varsity squash Co-captain Claudia 
Udolf. Photo by Helena Roland’14.

Senior boys varsity swimming tri-captain 
Matthew Luther. Photo by Helena Roland 
’14.

Senior girls varsity squash 
Co-captain Claudia Udolf hasn’t 
been playing squash all her life. 
In fact, she was reluctant to 
even try the sport when Coach 
Andy Carr approached her 
about it in her eighth-grade year.

“I used to play tennis, and 
when Mr. Carr asked me if I 
wanted to play squash, I actually 
originally said no,” said Udolf. “He 
then showed me a YouTube video 
of a squash match and I thought it 
look really cool: just two people 
LQ�D�ER[�LQ�¿HUFH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�´

8GROI�¿QDOO\�DJUHHG�WR�WU\�LW�
out, and those constant recruiting 
meetings immediately turned into 
practice sessions on the squash 
courts. Udolf was excited to learn 
about this new sport, but she was 
adamant that Coach Carr be the 
one to instruct her in how to play.

“If I was going to play, I 
really wanted to learn how to 
play the right way,” said Udolf. 
“Whatever skill I have today is 100 
percent due to Mr. Carr’s instruc-
tion and guidance in these last 
couple of years. He has brought 
me from a novice player to the 
player I am today, but perhaps 
the greatest thing he has done for 
me is give me the gift of time. 
Mr. Carr has spent endless hours 
helping me improve, and the expe-
riences I have had learning from 
him is, in my mind, priceless. I am 
incredibly grateful to Mr. Carr.”

As soon as Udolf began 

Claudia 
Udolf

playing squash, she knew it was 
going to be special to her for 
years to come. Now, five KO 
squash seasons later, that special 
bond between her and squash is 
still there, and it’s even stronger. 
Udolf said she enjoys every oppor-
tunity she gets to play, whether it 
is at practice, or in competition.

“I’ve stayed with squash 
over these last couple years simply 
because I love it,” said Udolf. 
“Once you find your love in a 
sport, you know it, and it wasn’t 
long before I was aware of my 
great passion for squash. Also, 
when playing, I lose everything 
else around me and I just focus on 
the game. That feeling of complete 
focus and clarity is irreplaceable.”

Udolf has had her share of 
successes on the squash courts over 
the years, which includes this past 
season winning the No. 1 player 
bracket (earning the distinction of 
being the best player at the tour-
nament), and leading her team 
to a second place finish at New 
Englands. But when asked about 
her favorite moments in her squash 
career, she focused more on her 
experiences than her hardware.

“Wins are always great, but 
the moments I look back on, and 
am most proud of are in losses, 
to a point,” said Udolf. “When 
I lose a game, I don’t get down 
on myself, but instead I try even 
harder to beat the girl in the next 
game. These small, come-from-
behind victories are probably what 
I’m most proud of in my game.”

Junior Co-captain Sophia 
Harrison agreed that Udolf ’s 
mental game was a strong aspect 
of her game. “She is very hard 

working and determined,” said 
Harrison. “If she loses a point 
or a game, she has the ability to 
come back and win the next one.” 

Udolf is extremely excited 
to be playing at Tufts Univer-
sity next year. Tufts, which has 
a developing squash program, 
is looking to get up in the rank-
ings, and Udolf is great asset for 
them to have. Although she is 
ready to move on to collegiate 
squash, Udolf does feel bitter-
sweet about leaving the KO team.

“This past New Englands 
was great for me,” said Udolf. 
“I remember when I was in 
eighth grade at New Englands, I 
was sitting down and watching 
WKH�¿QDOLVW�WZR�1R����JLUOV�SOD\��
hoping one day that could be me. 
Finally as senior, that was me. 
I was that last match playing. It 
was so full circle, and a great way 
to end my squash career at KO, 
but I am still going to miss it.”

��Ĵ�� ȱ
Luther

grown too; it is such a physi-
cally demanding sport. It’s weird 
because many people who swim 
GRQ¶W�¿QG�LW�HQMR\DEOH��EXW�,�GR��
,�¿QG�LW�IXQ��UHZDUGLQJ��DQG�MXVW�
an overall good feeling to be able 
to push my body to the limit” 

Luther has been apart of 
KO’s varsity swimming and 
diving team for all four years that 
he has attended the Upper School. 
Another four-year swimmer, 
senior Co-captain Callie Miles 
attests to Luther’s improve-
ment both in and out of the pool.

“It has been really cool 
having all four years with him on 
the team,” Miles said. “He has 
matured a lot in the pool and in 
interacting with the team. It’s made 
IRU�D�YHU\�IXQ�DQG�VXFFHVVIXO�¿QDO�
season being captain with him.”

While being a part of the 
KO team, Luther has excelled in 
the pool. He has set records, won 
awards, and been named a captain, 
and he admitted that the feeling of 
performing his best never gets old.

“Probably my best accom-
plishments in the pool, my best 
records that is, are 51.5 seconds 
LQ�WKH�����À\��DQG������VHFRQGV�LQ�
the 100 back stroke,” said Luther. 
“I also am really happy that I was 
able to be a captain this year.” 
Luther also received the MVP 
award for the boys in this year’s 
New Englands, and earned first 
SODFH�IRU�ER\V�LQ�ERWK�WKH�����À\�
and the 100 back, in record time. 

But he didn’t just set a 
personal record for both strokes; 
he also set the all-time pool record, 
team record, and New England Div. 
II record for both events as well.

Miles also described what 

she thought were his greatest 
strengths out of the pool. “Matt 
is crazy,” she said, “but he makes 
the team so much closer with his 
craziness, and we always end up 
being really close because of the 
bond he makes with everyone. 
Both new and veteran swim-
mers on the team listen to him 
and follow his lead because he is 
looked at as just one of the guys.”

Luther’s successes in the 
pool have come from an unparal-
leled work ethic and determination 
to keep improving his abilities. 

Senior Tri-captain Will 
Martin explained why he thought 
Matt has accomplished what he 
has. “Matt’s always working 
as hard as he can to make sure 
his meets go the way he plans, 
and that he can get his best 
times,” Martin said. “It’s really 
no surprise that he has achieved 
the level of success he has in the 
pool because of his determina-
tion to be the best that he can be.” 

Miles added that the begin-
ning of the season epitomized 
his determination in the pool. 
“Even though he was really sick 
in the beginning of the season,” 
she said, “he remained really 
energetic, and pulled through to 
kill it in everyone of our meets.”

Luther will swim in college 
in Fordham’s Div. I program. “I 
am extremely pumped to swim at 
Fordham; it should be a lot of fun,“ 
he said. “But I will miss KO and 
am grateful for what it has done for 
me in the pool. It has been a really 
great experience for me. I’m happy 
to have been captain, and every-
body is really great on the team.”

Senior boys swimming and 
diving Tri-captain Matt Luther has 
been making waves in the racing 
lanes since he was just nine- 
years old, and his interest in the 
sport has grown every year since.

“I wanted a way to keep in 
shape, so I decided to start swim-
ming,” said Luther. “Turned out 
that I was pretty good at it, and 
so I just kept swimming. Over 
the years my ability has grown 
and my respect for the sport has 

Girls squash is 2nd in New England
by J’Ron Barrett ’15 England tournament, the team 

emphasized  getting the ball 
deep, playing fast pace, hitting 
smart shots, but also conditioning. 

Interviewed before New 
Englands, junior Co-captain 
Sophia Harrison said the team 
was ready for the tourna-
ment due to the hard work the 
team put in during practice.  

“In New Englands we 
could be playing two to three 
matches a day, and we don't know 
LI�WKH\�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�EH�¿YH�JDPH�
matches, so being in better shape 
than your opponent is really key. 
Everyone really likes to work 
hard in practice and give that 
extra push because we know that 
LW�ZLOO�EHQH¿W�XV�´�VDLG�+DUULVRQ��

At New Englands, the girls 

quickly put the four-game hiatus 
behind them, placing in second 
with 49 points, just one point 
behind the champions, Williston 
Northampton. They also won the 
Sportsmanship Award for the Class 
C bracket, chosen by their peers. 

Senior Co-captain Claudia 
Udolf and Harrison, No. 1 and 
No. 2 in the ladder respectively, 
FDPH�LQ�¿UVW�SODFH�LQ�WKHLU�LQGL-
vidual flights. Junior Corinne 
Florian and seniors Sarah Gianni 
and Molly Papermaster all 
finished second in their flights, 
followed by seniors Allie Kyff and 
.HHQDQ�/LQH��ZKR�¿QLVKHG�WKLUG�

Head Coach Andy Carr 
attributes the deceiving 5-6 record 
to the team’s depth.  "As a team, 
we have a lot of depth,” he said.   

“We are just as strong at seven 
as we are at eight. But for the 
middle ladder, we do our best to 
compete against the tough compe-
tition. We either crushed teams, 
or we couldn't handle teams.”

The team will graduate 
five seniors this year: Udolf, 
Gianni, Kyff, Papermaster, and 
Line. Losing these players means 
there is room for freshmen Nicole 
Galik, Julia Goldsmith, and 
Cassandra T-Pederson to step 
up into bigger roles on the team. 

Coach Carr said he’s 
proud of the hard work that the 
younger players have put in this 
season, not only to better them-
selves, but to better the team.  

“The  f r e shmen  have 
provided great energy and have 

reminded the older players the 
amount of work they have to put 
in to get better. They are always 
on the border of the top seven and 
forced the older players to get 
better,” said Coach Carr.  “The 
freshmen are going to have to 
step up into the top one through 
seven. They are going to have 
to work in the offseason to be 
prepared to play the strong teams 
we play year in and year out.”

Udolf, who also won the 
+RSNLQV�7RXUQDPHQW��¿QLVKHG�KHU�
¿QDO�\HDU�RI�VTXDVK�DV�D�:\YHUQ�
at 11-4.  Being No. 1 in the ladder 
ever since she was a freshman, 
Udolf attributes her success and the 
team’s success to “hard work and 
preparation.” She will play squash 
at Tufts University next year.  

The varsity girls squash 
WHDP��ZKLFK�¿QLVKHG�WKH�VHDVRQ�
with a record of 5-6 in dual matches, 
took second in the Class C New 
England Championships at Mill-
brook School on Saturday,  Feb. 22. 

Finishing their last three 
regular season meets with a record 
of 1-3, the girls faced Loomis 
Chaffee, Kent, and Greens Farms.  
The girls quickly bounced back 
from a 5-2 loss at Loomis and 
crushed Kent 7-0, but unfortu-
nately lost to Greens Farms 5-2.  

This marked the end of a 
short regular season; due to the 
inclement weather, the girls’ last 
four matches were canceled.   

Leading up to the New 
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by Matt Gutermann ’14

With a season full of tough 
opponents, close, well fought 
matches, and a team full of under-
classmen, the boys varsity squash 
team was still able to achieve what 
they saw as a successful season.

Most recently the team 
competed in the New England 
Class B Tournament at Pomfret 
School from Feb. 21 to 23. The 
team was nervous about their 
Class B opponents because it 
meant a tougher competition, 
and harder matches. 

“The competition was 
a lot tougher, but a lot of 
our players were able to win 
some of their matches,” said 
junior captain Joe Ravalese.

While the team did not end 
up placing as well as they would 
have liked, they said they were 
still happy with how they did.

The team came in 13th 
place out of 15 teams, which 
is a step up from last year’s 
turnout according to Ravalese. 

But when looking at how 
the team did over the season, one 
cannot simply look at the scores. 
The team had many challenges to 
overcome to do how well they did.

They were an extremely 
young team, and many of the 
teams they played were full 
of very experienced players 
a n d  s t r o n g  c o m p e t i t i o n .

“There is not a single 
senior on the team, and lots of 
younger players so they are 
not as experienced as prior 
year’s teams,” said Ravalese.

But he added that this youth 
will turn out to play in the team’s 
favor as the young players mature 
to lead the team in future years. 

With each season the 
younger players will gain more 

game time experience, and 
eventually strengthen the team.

Another speed bump for 
the team to take into account was 
that they acquired a new coach.

“Having a new coach was 
NLQG�RI�VXUSULVLQJ�DW�¿UVW�´�VDLG�
Ravelese, but eventually the 
team got used to having a new 
face around, and Head Coach 
Robby Lingashi’s experience 
really played in the team’s favor.

“He has played at the 
highest level of squash being 
among the top 100 in the world,” 
Ravalese said, “and that experi-
ence definitely translates into 
great advice and coaching.” 

While the team did not 
win many games this year, Rava-
lese cited a few of the team’s 
best matches being at Mill-
brook, Greensfarms, Avon Old 
Farms and Portsmouth Abbey.

The team lost to Mill-

brook 4-3, but the match was 
well fought the entire time. 

The boys just couldn’t 
string together a four set, and 
eventually fell in defeat to a 
competitive Millbrook team.

Greens Farms and Ports-
mouth were well fought matches 
as well. Both matches were 
KXJH�FRQ¿GHQFH�ERRVWHUV��DV�WKH�
team bested Greensfarms 6-1, 
followed by their best showing  
of the season which was their 
defeat of Portsmouth Abbey 7-0.

While all these matches 
were great confidence boosters 
for the team, Ravalese said the 
tilt with Avon Old Farms was 
actually the biggest ego booster. 

“The match against AOF 
was probably the most inter-
esting because, although we lost 
7-0, the top four on their ladder 
were all within the top 10 in 
the country for high schools.”

Over the course of the 
season a few players were able to 
shine through the losses and really 
prove to be assets to the team.

Eighth grader Jack Lazor, 
who played No. 2 on the ladder, as 
well as freshman Ben Putterman 
and Ryan Albanesi, No. 5 and No. 
6 on the ladder, respectively, all 
won a majority of their singles 
matches and really helped to 
boost team scores at key moments.

All three players will be on 
the team for at least three more 
years, so in the coming years the 
Wyverns should have an experi-
enced team that will be able to 
compete with the best of the best.

Overall Ravalese said he 
was happy with the way the season 
turned out, and despite their 
numerous losses, the team as a 
whole improved, so hopefully next 
year their record will be better.

���ȱ����ȱ�����ȱ��ȱ�� ȱ��������ǰȱ
�¡�����ȱ�����ȱ� �ȱ�¡����������
by Gabriel Wolman ’17

On Wednesday, Feb. 19, 
the varsity boys and girls ski 
WHDP�FRPSHWHG�LQ�WKHLU�¿QDO�UDFH�
of the season, the Carl Williams 
Slalom Championship.  Despite 
tough weather  condit ions, 
junior Co-captain Emily Lowit 
said the team battled reason-
ably well and finished strongly.

To end their season, the team 
raced both slalom and giant slalom 
at the NEPSAC Class B Champi-
onship on Wednesday Feb. 12 at 
Loon Mountain in New Hampshire, 
and both giant slalom on Monday, 
Feb. 17 and slalom on Wednesday 
Feb.  19 at  Ski  Sundown. 

In championships each skiier 
gets two runs in both giant slalom 
or slalom; the difference between 
the two is that slalom is more 
difficult, since the gates, which 
the skiers must ski through, are 
much closer together while giant 
slalom is faster and more technical.

In the first of the three 
championships, the NEPSAC 
Class B Championship, the team 
exceeded the expectations they had 
from the beginning of the season. 

“I was impressed to see 
how the kids competed, espe-
cially since in the regular season 
ZH�ZHUH�MXVW�IRFXVHG�RQ�¿QLVKLQJ�´�
said Head Coach Jonathan David. 
“Many kids raced their best 
times and surpassed the goals 
they had set for themselves.”

One of the highlights 
of New Englands came when 
No. 1 skier, sophomore Nina 
Pennoyer, came in sixth place 
IRU�JLDQW�VODORP�RQ�KHU�¿UVW�UXQ��

“Nina is a fantastic skier, 
and she really rose to the chal-
lenge at New Englands,” said 
Lowit. “It is really impressive for 
such a young skier to be ranking so 
high.  She has a lot of potential.”

The  second  champi -
onship was the Dave Rock-
well  Giant  Slalom Cham-

pionship, at which the team 
improved from the earlier race.  

“It was fun, and we all 
improved in the standings from 
previous races,” said Lowit.  “Like 
our coach said, at the beginning of 
the season, we were just focusing 
RQ�¿QLVKLQJ��%XW��E\�FKDPSLRQ-
ships we were taking risks in the 
course. We really came a long way.”

It was at the third and 
most competitive champion-
ship race that the team really 
began to show their potential.  

“It was raining, so the condi-
tions made it very tough and even 
though it was one of our stron-
gest races of the season, everyone 
was considerably slower on their 
second run,” Lowit said. “Even 
though it was a tough race, it was 
a really great end to our season. 
We all finished while many 
racers from other teams didn’t.”

Coach  Dav id  agreed 
with Lowit. “We had our best 
race of the season,” he said.

Additionally, he said that 
the team was able to dial up the 
intensity level as they headed 
into the championship season, 
which helped in their success.”

Earlier in the year, it had 
been decided that this would be 
the last year of the ski program. 
The team was told this news at the 
beginning of the season, which 
KDG�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSDFW�RQ�WKHP��

“Since this was our last 
season having the team, we had 
a hard time recruiting new kids,” 
said Lowit. “We had about half as 
many people as last year. We lost all 
four seniors and had no returning. 
So obviously this year, skill wise, 
we were not the same. However, 
we were still able to work just as 
hard and enjoy the season just as 
much, even with the few we had.” 

Several KO skiers showed  
immense improvement this season. 

“ [Sophomore]  Gabby 
Mamet has done an amazing 
job,” said Lowit. “At the begin-

ning of the season, she wasn’t 
even sure that she could race, 
but at the end of the season she 
was able to finish every run.”

Another racer who has 
really gotten better was Lowit. 

“ L o w i t  h a s  r e a l l y 
improved because she has 
become more aggressive and 
competitive,” said Pennoyer.

The seven skiers’ rank-
ings changed throughout the 
season, but for the most part 
the No. 1 skier was Pennoyer, 
followed by junior Co-captain 
Ben Burke at No. 2, Lowit at No. 
3, junior Peter Baczyk at No. 4, 
freshman Alexandra Burke at 
No. 5, sophomore Lexi DeLucia 
at No. 6, and Mamet at No. 7.

7KLV�VHDVRQ��WKRXJK�GLI¿FXOW��
was a success in the minds of the 
racers. “We achieved our goal. We 
went into the season not looking 
for the best results, but to improve 
individually as skiers, which is 
exactly what we did,” said DeLucia

dress-down day on Friday, 
February 28, but several advisee 
groups went above and beyond, 
so the reward ended up going to 
any advisee group that brought 
in 50 or more total items. 

Amazingly, eight advisee 
groups brought in that amount. 
Ms. Hoff’s group blew the compe-
tition away with 293 items, most 
of which were generously donated 
IURP�WKH�GHQWDO�RI¿FH�RI�'U��*DOYLQ�
and Dr. Round in Glastonbury. 

Other groups that won were 
Mrs. Rosoff’s group (85 items), 
Mrs. Solomon’s group (69), Mr. 
Baker’s group (69), Mrs. Semmel-
rock’s group (60), Ms. Schork’s 
group (55), Dr. Briggs’s group 
(55), and Ms. Appel’s group. 

For the inaugural drive at 
KO it was quite a success and 
hopefully next year even more 
supplies will be donated to help 
Project Smile. This charity is 
extremely appreciative of KO’s 
efforts and indebted to Sullivan 
for organizing the whole event.

��������ȱ������ȱ��������ȱ
Continued from page 14.

Alexie visit canceled due to illness 
Continued from page 1.

“There are a lot of great experi-
ences in this class that are the 
basis of the Symposium experi-
ence, and I’m still able to take 
away a lot of great things.”

Mr. Chapman agreed with 
Sophie. “[Mr. Alexie’s] visit was 
only going to be one day, and we 
had too many great moments to let 
one day pollute the whole experi-
ence,” he said. “The 17 kids are 
and will always be way cooler than 
Sherman Alexie, and for me it’s the 

kids that I enjoyed spending time 
with that made this experience.”

Even though Mr. Alexie was 
unable to come, he issued a brief 
apology to the Symposium students 
via his agent, stating, “My sincerest 
apologies. I love young people and 
am thrilled that they have been 
reading my books. It kills me that 
I will not be able to be with them.”

Mrs. Kasprak said that 
Mr. Alexie’s agent would like to 
attempt to reschedule again, but 
she is doubtful that the admin-
istration will be able to make it 

work with both the author and 
the school’s packed schedule. 

“A lot of writers are 
schmucks, and some really treasure 
this experience,” Mrs. Kasprak 
said. “I have no idea which camp 
Sherman Alexie falls into, but 
part of me wants to say the experi-
ence of the class is more impor-
tant than the visit with the author. 
Still, it’s part of the experience, and 
that’s what they were expecting, 
and that’s what they deserve.”



18 FRIDAY

March 7, 2014 Sports Sports
FRIDAY

March 7, 201419
KO robotics wins Inspire Awards
by Dan Miller ‘15

The KO robotics team has 
had a successful season, winning 
the Inspire Award at two different 
qualifying tournaments this year. 

The robotics team has had 
two tournaments this year, quali-
fying for the state championships. 

Their last  tournament 
was on Sat., Feb 1, where they 
came in second place for the 
Inspire Award.  Their goal is to 
advance as far into the robotics 
tou rnament s  a s  poss ib le . 

“We’ve made it to the 
¿QDOV�LQ�HDFK�WRXUQDPHQW�´�VDLG�
junior Captain Robert Scappat-
icci. “In the Connecticut quali-
fiers we earned three awards, 
including an award for the clever 
use of sensors and autonomous, 
excellence in our engineering 
notebook, and second place for 
,QVSLUH�$ZDUG�DW�HDFK�TXDOL¿FD-
tion tournament, meaning we were 

second place at both tournaments.” 
This finish qualifies the 

robotics team for two state cham-
pionships later in the spring. 

Winning the Inspire Award 
entails being the best overall role 
model as to what a robotics team 
should be, including avidness,  
VLJQL¿FDQW�FRPPXQLW\�RXWUHDFK��
teamwork, team spirit, how much 
of a leader a team is, and how 
much they teach other people. A 
team must exemplify all of those 
qualities to win the Inspire Award.

Robotics at KO is offered as 
a fall and winter sport option. “In 
the fall we had a varsity and JV 
team, Scappaticci said. “The JV 
team gave inexperienced members 
the chance to learn all the skills 
needed to be effective in robotics.” 

The goals in a robotics 
season are determined by a 
game challenge that FIRST, 
the governing organization of 
robotics, determines every year. 

“It’s like playing a new sport 
every year because the tasks are 
very different,” Scappaticci said. 
“It is very challenging because of 
the limited set of parts and size of 
the robot and other constraints.” 

This year their game is 
called “block party,” which 
requires the robot to pick up 
three-inch-by-three-inch blocks 
to put it in a bin. The robot also 
has to perform several other tasks. 

“It is a different game, 
than last year,” Head Coach 
Sarah Lamb said. “The robot 
mus t  be  more  ve r sa t i l e ; 
there is much more variety.” 

The robotics year is divided 
up into three parts, “Planning in 
the beginning of the year,” Scap-
paticci said. “The second portion 
is building and programming. The 
third is practicing with design, 
WRXUQDPHQW�SUHS�DQG�UH¿QHPHQW�´

A usual robotics practice 
consists of mostly building and 

testing the robot to accomplish the 
WDVN��³,Q�SUDFWLFH�ZH�¿QG�ORWV�RI�OLWWOH�
problems that must be corrected,” 
sophomore Luke Mills said, 

Ms. Lamb said that, as head 
coach, she handles “everything 
from proofreading to trouble-
shooting electrical issues, plan-
ning trips to Vermont, and over 
seeing the engineering notebook.” 

The engineering notebook 
is a document that describes 
all of the steps that the team 
took in building the robot. The 
process of building and program-
ming these robots is extensive. 

“A good  mix tu re  o f 
highly experienced people and 
people who are learning,” Scap-
paticci said, “allows for the 
continued regeneration of team 
members who really are avid”

Scappaticci also helps super-
vise his team so that they are the 
most successful. He is always 
faced with solving the program-

Girls hockey looks to returners 
for successful seasons to come
E\�*ULI¿Q�0DORQH\�µ��

The girls varsity hockey 
WHDP�¿QLVKHG�D��������VHDVRQ�ZLWK�
a great win in a scrimmage against 
the Newington/Canton girls team.

“The season ended on an 
encouraging note,” said Head 
Coach John Hissick. “We had a lot 
of young players who have gained 
knowledge and experience that 
should really help us next year.”

The team struggled with 
scoring this season, and this 
weakness hurt them in their last 
league game against Millbrook.

On Saturday, Feb. 22, 
they travelled to Millbrook 
and the team had a hard fought 
battle, but, unfortunately the 
game resulted in a 4-0 loss. 

“The Millbrook game was 
by far the best team effort we 
ever put forth,” said senior Tri-
captain Naomi Letourneau. “The 
score doesn’t show how well 
we played, which is really sad.”

During the last couple of 
games, Assistant Coach CJ Kenney 
said that the team changed the way 
they carried themselves. They 
started to execute what the coaches 
taught them, and started the process 
of redefining who they were.

The season was really 
challenging for the team due 
to lots of injuries and many 
close games in which  the puck 
just didn’t bounce their way. 

“One word to describe the 
VHDVRQ�ZRXOG�EH�µDGYHUVLW\�´�VDLG�
Coach Kenney. “However, I think 
that it was useful for the girls to 
learn how to work through losses 
DQG�¿QG�ZD\V�WR�VWD\�PRWLYDWHG�´

Although the team strug-
gled throughout the whole season 
there were some shining stars.

From a hockey standpoint, 
goaltending was the team’s biggest 
strength. “We were lucky to 

leverage senior goaltender Amber 
Greene’s ability and intensity this 
year,” said Coach Kenney. “Due to 
Greene in the net, the team learned 
WR�SOD\�FRQ¿GHQW�LQ�IURQW�RI�KHU�´

Another team strength 
was the fact that many players 
on the team played multiple 
positions. People were able 
to fill the voids when players 
fell from various injuries.

Greene was the back-
bone of the team but another 
strength was the leadership 
of the captains. Letourneau 
and seniors Sarah Neary and 
Megan Geier led the team as tri-
captains. The team really bene-
fitted from their leadership and 
dedication, said Coach Hissick.

“I would like to commend 

the leadership of the captains this 
year,” said Coach Kenney. “They 
had a vision of where they wanted 
the team to go and used that vision 
and new coaches as a blank slate.”

The new coaches are 
in the process of creating a 
legacy with KO hockey and 
the leadership allowed them to 
know which direction to build.

Accord ing  to  Coach 
Hissick, defense and the fact 
they kept so many young players 
are their biggest strengths.

“When we played Williston, 
the top team in Div. I New England 
hockey, we faced 70 shots and only 
gave up three goals,” said Coach 
Hissick. This feat can be attributed 
not only to Greene in net but also 
the stalwart defensive lines, he said. 

“The fact we kept so 
many young players helps 
to indoctrinate them into the 
program,” said Coach Hissick.

Although keeping so 
many young players is a long- 
run strength, in the short run 
it sometimes hurts the team. 

“Our size is a weakness we 
have,” said Letourneau. “We play 
very big older girls and our team 
consists of small younger players.”

Letourneau said she loved 
how the team competed and were 
able to stay positive even when 
things weren’t going their way.

“We compete well and 
always give it our all,” said 
Letourneau “We never backddown 
from adversity and we always start 
games with a positive attitude.”

Greene wasn’t the only 
standout player, according to 
the coaches. Sophomore Erin 
Persico, freshman Kara Santoro 
and Letourneau all excelled, espe-
cially during the end of the season.

“Persico consistently gives it 
her all, and her attitude is spot on,” 
said Coach Kenney. “She has great 
maturity, and I look forward to 
having her for the next few years.

“San to ro  con t r ibu tes 
hard work and compassion. 
She loves the game and has a 
passion to play that you don’t 
see in every kid,” said Kenney.

Letourneau, he said, is 
a calming force on the bench 
and motivational force on the 
ice. She is very well respected 
by her teammates, and her 
leadership was very strong.

“Letourneau was our team 
moderator,” said Coach Kenney. 
“We were extremely lucky that 
she took it so seriously this year.”

This year the four seniors 
had a big impact on the team. 
They contributed a lot of 
minutes on the ice as well as 
leadership, said Coach Hissick.

Looking forward to next 
year, the team hopes to put more 
games in the win column and 
create a new KO hockey identity. 

“Next year we are only going 
to have two seniors,” said Coach 
Hissick. “We are going to have a 
young team, which will provide us 
with a whole new set of challenges.

“The team was a great group 
of young ladies and it speaks a lot 
about their character that they never 
gave up,” said Coach Hissick.

“Both CJ and I really 
enjoyed our first season,” said 
Coach Hissick. “The experience 
with the girls was great and  we’re 
looking forward to next year.”

Senior Co-captain Naomi Letourneau skates through the neutral zone. Photo by Helena Roland ‘14.

ming problems of the robot. 
R o b o t i c s ,  S c a p p a t -

icci said, “allows for innova-
tion and creativity, being able 
to see in one set of parts many 
ways to accomplish a goal.”

He said he enjoys leading 
the team. “Being a captain is 
a great opportunity,” he said, 
“because you get to be a guiding 
force, and the most rewarding 
part of the experience is seeing 
the progress our team as a whole 
and individuals have made because 
of what we do and because of the 
sort of independent problem- 
solving that the team fosters.” 

The team has enjoyed a 
great deal of success this season, 
wining the Inspire Award twice, 
as well as placing well in a 
majority of the tournaments. 

The  t eam wi l l  have 
a lot of returners next year, 
so there will be no shortage 
of  ta lent  and exper ience. 



20 FRIDAY

March 7, 2014 Sports Sports
FRIDAY

March 7, 201421
Girls, boys swim teams splash 
to second places at New Englands
by Corinne Florian ’15

The boys and girls swim-
ming and diving teams both 
finished second in the Divi-
sion II New England champi-
onships last Saturday, March 
1,  at  Westminster School. 

On the season, the boys 
¿QLVKHG�ZLWK�DQ�����VHDVRQ�UHFRUG��
and the girls with a 7-2 record. 

In the boys New England 
championships, senior Tri-captain 
Matt Luther broke the school 
records, the pool records at West-
minster, and the New England 
Division II records in both the 100 
EXWWHUÀ\�DQG�WKH�����EDFNVWURNH��
with times of 51.51 secs., and 53.33 
secs., respectively. Luther also won 
the Babcock Award as the meet’s 
most valuable male swimmer.

The boys 400 freestyle relay 
team of Luther, freshman Jack 
Barry and sophomores Andrew 
Zimmerman and Jack Wolff took 
second with a time of 3 mins., 36.36 
secs. Barry and Reich took second 
and third, respectively, in the 500 
freestyle with times of 5 mins., 
11.24 secs. and 5 mins. 13.24 secs. 

Barry took third in the 
200 freestyle in 1 min. 55 
secs., and Zimmerman took 
third in the 200 individual 
medley in 2 mins., 12.95 secs. 

In the girls New England 
championships, senior Co-captain 
&DOOLH�0LOHV�WRRN�¿UVW�LQ�WKH�����
backstroke in 59.23 secs., setting 
a new school record and a new 
Division II New England record. 

The 200 medley relay team 
of Miles, sophomore Olivia Shea, 
freshman Amanda Civitello and 
senior Co-captain Sam Pinkes, 

Boys hockey team looks forward 
to successful season next year
by Taryn Braz ’14

Despite their seemingly 
disappointing overall record, the 
boys varsity hockey team looks 
back at this season as a growing 
and learning experience, and hope 
that next season will be better both 
statistically and in the win column.

The Wyverns played their 
last few games against peren-
nial powerhouse hockey schools 
Vermont Academy, Salisbury, 
Millbrook and Avon Old Farms. 

The Wyverns battled hard 
against Vermont Academy. Neither 
WHDP�VFRUHG�GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�SHULRG�
as junior goaltender Nick Bridges 
stopped all 19 shots he faced, and 47 
of 50 throughout the entire game. 

But the Wyverns stingey 
defense had a few hiccups during 
the second period and allowed three 
goals, two of them coming during 
Vermont Academy’s power plays. 

S e n i o r  d e f e n s e m a n 
Co-captain Tyler DiFrancesco 
scored the KO goal on a shot 
from the blue line, but that is as 
close as the Wyverns would get 
during the tough-fought game. 

During the Millbrook 
game, it was much of the same.

“We had two periods where 
we perfomed well, and one period 
which we did not. The one period 
in which we did not perform was 
the period in which the game was 
lost,” said Head Coach Ben Adams. 

“We all tried our hardest the 
last few games. The season as a 
whole was pretty disappointing; 
I thought we would have won a 
few more games, but we still had 
a lot of success,” said DiFrancesco. 

While the season was not 
as successful as expected, the 
team still battled hard in every 
game, despite the extremely 
tough competition they faced. 

Oftentimes it was the team’s 
defense that kept them in games.

“We executed our defen-
sive system at times flawlessly. 
We were excellent on the tran-
sition,” said Coach Adams 

W h i l e  t h e  Wy v e r n s 
were not the strongest offen-
sively, their offense was a big 
strength in some of the games. 

The main highlight of 
the season included a game 
where the Wyverns were at 
their best offensively: their 9-2 
win on Hockey Night against 
Rye Country Day School. 

While the team believed that 
this would jump start an offense that 
could compete with the best in the 
league, that plan never panned out. 

Despite this, the team 
is optimistic about next year, 
mainly because of the new 
players on the team this year 
who gained the necessary experi-

ence of playing in the extremely 
competitive Founders League. 

There were seven new players 
to the team, all of whom contrib-
uted immensely to the Wyverns. 

“[Junior forward] Tristan 
Morin and [freshman forward] 
Chris Adamsons were a few of the 
standout players this year. They did 
a lot for us this year and will be great 
next season,” said DiFrancesco. 

Both Morin and Adamsons 
were among the leaders in points 
per game for the Wyverns during 
the entire season, along with 
junior forward Bryant Aylward 
and junior forward Sam Kelly. 

A d a m s o n s  w i l l  a l s o 
be representing Kingswood 
Oxford for Team Connecticut, 
which is a prestigious state-
wide team who will face other 
state teams in the New England 
District Festival during March. 

The Wyverns wil l  be 

took first place in a time of 1 
min., 55.64 secs. In the 400 free-
style relay, Miles, Pinkes, Shea 
and junior Lauren Cooper took 
second place with a time of 3 mins. 
45.79 secs., a new school record.  

Miles took second in the 100 
freestyle in 54.63 secs., and Pinkes 
took second in the 50 freestyle in 
25.36 secs. Cooper placed third in 
the 200 freestyle and 500 freestyle 
with times of 2 mins. 0.93 secs. and 
5 mins., 26.63 secs., respectively. 

Coaches Alex Kraus, Clay 
Miles and Kata Baker led the team. 

“I think that the goal of every 
season is to have a close, cohesive 
team, and to train as hard as we 
can to do our best,” Pinkes said.  

S e n i o r  T r i - c a p t a i n 
Wil l  Mart in  sa id  that  he 
was really impressed with 

everyone at New Englands.  
“A lot of our swimmers 

had their personal best times 
in their races, and it was really 
exciting to see how everyone 
rallied together for the last 
meet of the season,” he said. 

 On Saturday, Feb. 8, the 
boys and girls teams traveled to 
a tri meet at Westminster School 
with Northfield Mount Hermon 
School and Brunswick School. 

Both the boys and girls 
teams defeated both Westmin-
VWHU�DQG�1RUWK¿HOG�0W��+HUPRQ��

T h e r e  w e r e  s o m e 
outstanding wins from the 
girls as well as the boys. 

“Everybody rose to the occa-
sion. They got serious and tough, 
and we pulled out victories over 
both teams, without Pinkes who 

was absent,” said Coach Miles. 
Although the team is 

happy when they win, they said 
their main goal is to improve. 

“You just want to improve 
on how you did in a certain 
race. Every meet there are victo-
ries that we are happy about, 
whether we win or lose the 
meet in the end,” Martin said. 

On Saturday, Feb. 22, 
both teams traveled to Miss 
Porter’s School for the Founders 
L e a g u e  C h a m p i o n s h i p . 

Both the girls and the boys 
came in fouth place overall. 
Luther came in first in the 100 
butterfly with a time of 52.94 
secs., beating the school record 
by .03 seconds. Luther also took 
second place in the 100 back-
stroke with a time of 54.34 secs. 

The boys 400 freestyle relay 
won fourth place with the team of  
Zimmerman, sophomore Chris 
Carangelo, Luther, and Barry. 

The girls 200 medley relay 
took third place with the team of 
Miles, Shea, Civitello, and Pinkes. 

Miles won second place 
in the 100 backstroke with a 
time of 1 min., 3.67 secs. and 
the girls 400 freestyle relay won 
third place with the team of 
Shea, Cooper, Pinkes and Miles. 

“For the kids who tapered 
for Founders,” Coach Miles said, 
“it was a good meet. There were 
a lot of kids who dropped good 
time. For the kids who didn’t 
taper it was tougher, and to have 
everyone going around fast and 
not doing so yourself is tough.”  

The teams’ daily practices 
have varied in goals and intensity. 

“If we are coming off a 
meet where we have something 
in mind that we need to work on, 
then we work on that in practice. 
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have drills where they do them at 
race speed,” Coach Baker said. 

Late January and February 
is the time when the team 
really focuses with detailed 
sets on what they need to work 
on in preparation for their big 
meets at the end of the season. 

The team has high hopes 
for the seasons to come as well, 

“I think right now we have 
a lot of freshmen and sophomores 
ZKR�DUH�¿UVW�\HDU�VZLPPHUV��DQG�
we are losing a lot of seniors, and 
so in two years I think we will 
have a really strong team,” senior 
Tri-captain Mike Barry said. 
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graduating seniors DiFrancesco,  
Co-captain forward Connor 
Keenan, forward Matt Gutermann, 
defenseman Matt Trevethan, and 
defenseman Greg Boyes this May, 
DQG�DOO�¿YH�KDYH�EHHQ�NH\�SOD\HUV�
for the Wyverns over the years. 

Next season the Wyverns 
will be led by a strong group of 
returning players and talented goal 
tending by juniors Chris Carley, 
Bridges, and sophomore Zach 
Hoffman, all of whom have played 
key minutes this season and are 
poised and ready for next season.

“If they bring in more 
players, hopefully they will be 
even better. I think they just 
need to make sure that everyone 
is on the same page and success 
will come,” said Difrancesco.

Gutermann agreed. “Overall, 
this season was an improve-
ment, and next year they should 
enjoy a lot of success,” he said.


