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KO honors MLK with workshops
This year marks the 50 

year anniversary of the passage 
of the Civil Right Act of 1964, 
which was a landmark law in 
the fight for equality during 
the Civil Rights Movement led 
by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

KO recognized Dr. King’s 
contributions to this country and 
continued his focus on activism by 
considering relevant and thought-
provoking questions of the 21st 
century on Tuesday, Jan. 21.

Similar to past years, the 
United Students Club, working in 
conjunction with certain faculty 
members such as club faculty 
advisor William Gilyard and Asso-
ciate Director of Admissions Joan 
Edwards, organized this event. 

According to junior United 
Students Co-president Areesha 
Irfan, the goal of the United 
6WXGHQWV�FOXE�LV�WR��³¿JKW�LJQRUDQFH�
through education,” which paral-
lels Dr. King’s ideals and the princi-
ples of the Civil Rights Movement. 

In addition, Areesha said, 
a goal of both United Students 
club meetings and this assembly 
is to increase “cultural compe-

WHQF\�´�ZKLFK�VKH�GH¿QHV�DV��³WKH�
ability to hear, see, understand 
and respect all sides of an issue.”

However, this year brought 
a few noticeable changes in the 
structure of the Dr. King assembly 
from years past. Rather than 
having one speaker during the 
assembly, junior United Students 
Co-President Cole Adams said 
he wanted to try a more hands-on 
approach in discussing impor-

tant issues of current society. 
Cole and Areesha drew 

inspiration from this year’s Names 
Day activity, which allowed groups 
of three advisee groups from three 
different grade levels to meet and 
discuss relevant ideas, led by 
student facilitators. The structure 
of the MLK day assembly was 
therefore very similar, with a short 
introduction preceding the advisee 
group meetings and discussions.

United Students faculty 
advisor William Gilyard began 
the assembly with a few words 
about the man for whom this 
holiday is named. While dedi-
cating this assembly to “honoring 
the vision of an American hero,” 
Mr. Gilyard quoted one of Dr. 
King’s most famous lines: “The 
ultimate measure of a man is 
not where he stands in moments 
of comfort and convenience, 

but where he stands at times 
of challenge and controversy.”

Mr. Gilyard and the United 
Students Club attempted to incor-
porate controversy into the discus-
sion groups that met following the 
short assembly. Student facilitators, 
more than 40 in total and repre-
senting Forms Three through Six, 
ran each meeting in groups of three.

“We took different videos 
and said, ‘What do you think?’ 
and ‘Why?’” said Areesha. 
While these videos ranged in 
subject from race relations to 
wealth distribution in America, 
the uniting theme was controver-
sial topics, allowing students to 
express their opinions and hear 
the opinions of others in a safe 
environment, Cole emphasized.

Student facilitators, having 
been trained in discussing these 
difficult topics by the United 
Student club, led the advisee 
groups through several activities 
designed to increase their under-
standing of the topic and their 
“cultural competency.” Students 
were asked to incorporate the 
ideas from Names Day, such as 

Juniors Cole Adams and Katie Smith lead a discussion during KO’s observance of MLK Day. (Photo by Helena Roland ‘14)

Nineteen seniors elected to Cum Laude
The 19 seniors who are 

being honored as members of 
the Cum Laude Society were 
announced on Tuesday, Jan. 28. 
This society, the independent 
school equivalent of the colle-
giate Phi Beta Kappa Society, 
recognizes academic achieve-
ment in secondary schools across 
the country and around the world.

Seniors Taryn Braz, Tucker 
Charette, Mary Colliton, Cath-
erine Eatherton, Peter Fisher, 
Natalie Goldstein, Grace Jarmoc, 
Caroline Kaufman, Hope Kim, 
Sophia Kruger, Keenan Line, 
William Martin, Abhilash Pantha-
gani, Sophie Pennoyer, Samantha 

Pinkes, Alexandra Stanton, Thomas 
Wilson, Samuel Wiseman and 
Natasha Wolman were selected.

Membership is granted 
to roughly 20 percent of each 
year’s senior class, those who 
have achieved the most success 
in maintaining honors-level 
work and demonstrating general 
good citizenship. Dr. Ann Serow, 
Upper School history department 
chair, explained how the scholars 
are chosen. “It is primarily based 
on scholarship, and we consider 
JUDGHV�KHDYLO\�´�VKH�VDLG��6SHFL¿-
cally, grades from a student’s 
junior year and first semester 
of senior year are evaluated. 

Dr. Serow said that selec-
tion to Cum Laude is based on 

weighted grades, so that students 
are rewarded for taking harder 
courses. KO does not normally 
take into account course level and 
GLI¿FXOW\�LQ�GHWHUPLQLQJ�VWXGHQWV¶�
grade-point averages, but these 
factors are considered in evalu-
ating students for Cum Laude 
and the Dux Prize, the award 
given to the student from each 
form with the highest grade-point 
average at the end of the year.

This is done, according 
to Dr. Serow, due to the heavy 
course loads a lot of the school’s 
top scholars take on in their junior 
and senior years. “Kids who 
take on a really heavy load with 
lots of AP courses, that’s where 
it matters,” she said. “It doesn’t 

necessarily make a huge differ-
ence, but if you had someone 
ZKR�KDG�D�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�KDUGHU�RU�
easier schedule, then it would.” 

Students inspired by the 
Cum Laude scholars and who wish 
to become members themselves, 
said Dr. Serow, should simply 
focus on their grades. “You’ve 
got to take challenging courses, 
do well, and be consistent,” she 
advised. She also warns against 
“coasting” after achieving a good 
grade during one semester, as 
three semesters’ worth of grades 
are taken into consideration.

Staying focused on grades 
isn’t always easy, said Dr. Serow. 
“When other people relax, these 
Cum Laude kids just keep going. 

They spend the extra hours in the 
library. They go into the review 
sessions before a test. They do 
give up things. We don’t neces-
sarily see it, but when others watch 
TV, when others go online, when 
others play video games, these 
are the kids that give up some 
of that in the name of something 
important to them,” she said.

The 19 students will offi-
cially become members of Cum 
Laude at a dinner on Feb. 18, 
which is often attended by faculty 
and parents who are also proud 
members of Cum Laude. Colleges 
DUH�QRWL¿HG�WKDW�WKH�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�
received this honor, and member-
ship is something students can put 
on their resumes for years to come.

by Kate Betts ’16

by Benjamin Waldman ’16 

Continued on page 6.
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proposal for new daily schedule
by Noah Stanton ’17

The Upper School daily 
schedule will almost certainly 
change to a rotating format for 
the 2014-2015 school year. As 
VWXGHQWV�DZDLW�RI¿FLDO�FRQ¿UPD-
tion from the administration, 
many students have expressed 
FRQFHUQ�DERXW�WKH�PRGL¿FDWLRQV�

The proposed new schedule 
includes numerous alterations, 
including the rearrangement of 
class times, the combination of 
all lunch periods into a “lunch 
block,” and the elimination of 
passing time between classes.

Other changes in the 
schedule include the removal of 
pre-class bells (with the intention 
of reducing stress, administrators 
say) and the implementation of 
hour-late starts on every single 
Thursday rather than every other.

The idea has been a work 
in progress for about a year, 
and was developed by a faculty 
committee comprising Assistant 
Head of School for Academic 
Life Natalie Demers, Assistant 
Head of School for Student Life 
Carolyn McKee, math teacher 
William Gilyard, history teacher 
David Baker, science teacher 
Lisa Bailey, Latin teacher Travis 
Rains, history teacher Scott 
Dunbar, Director of Academic 
Skills Jacquelyn Rubin, Director of 
College Advising Zaira Santiago.

The biggest changes include 
the switch to five 60-minute 
periods a day, said Ms. McKee. 
“You guys transition 16 times in a 
day,” she said. “A lot of people say 
that’s too many.” Therefore, the 
new rotating block schedule has 
¿YH�FODVV�SHULRGV�SHU�GD\��HDFK�RQH�
60 minutes long, as opposed to the 
current eight 45-minute classes that 
Upper School students attend daily.

The courses will also rotate 
in this schedule, with each class 
meeting for two 60-minute periods 
and one 75-minute period weekly.

The last 15 minutes of these 

75-minute classes, however, is 
FDOOHG�³ÀH[�WLPH�´�DQG�WHDFKHUV�DUH�
not required to keep their students 
during this interval, because it is 
built in mainly for the purpose 
of extended labs or assessments.

Though students may be 
afraid that a longer class will 
make it harder to focus, teachers 
said they are already working to 
avoid this error, said Mr. Gilyard. 
“You’re afraid you’re going to 
be lectured to 75 minutes,” he 
said, “but the faculty is getting 
professional development on 
how to teach these classes.”

With fewer periods, the 
scheduling team hopes that students 
will be less rushed and have more 
time to learn, said Ms. McKee. 
“The pace of the day is really 
going to slow down,” she said.

The entire agenda consists 
of two weekly schedules, which 
rotate back and forth. Both weeks 
FRQVLVW�RI�¿YH�XQLTXH�GDLO\�VFKHG-
ules under which classes gather at 
various times throughout the day.

After just a few weeks 
of this new schedule, students 
should be able to get into the 
swing of things fairly easily, 
said Ms. Demers. “Before you 
know it, it’ll feel as familiar as a 

non-rotating schedule,” she said.
One of the huge advantages 

to this rotation is that a student 
can take more than one elective 
ZLWKRXW�ORVLQJ�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�DPRXQW�
of free time, said Ms. McKee. “If 
you’re a kid who takes choir, you 
then could take portfolio prep and 
still have free periods,” she said.

$QRWKHU�VLJQL¿FDQW�FKDQJH�
is lunches, which, in the current 
schedule, are broken up into 
three periods that to which 
certain students are assigned.

The new schedule, however, 
sets aside 90 minutes in the 
middle of the day during which 
all students are free to eat lunch, 
meet with teachers, or socialize. 

On Mondays and Tuesdays, 
however, there is a free hour divided 
into two 30-minute lunch periods 
called “Lunch 1” and “Lunch 2.”

The lunch block is an ideal 
time for students seeking help 
to talk to their teachers or to 
socialize with friends, said Mr. 
Gilyard. “That would be a great 
time for clubs to meet,” he said. 
“It kind of serves as an X-period.”

On Wednesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays, these lunches 
a re  s taggered  th roughout 
t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  d a y.

The last notable modi-
fication to this schedule is 
the complete elimination of 
passing time between classes.

Studies show that in reality, 
it actually does not take students 
five minutes to switch class-
rooms, said Ms. Demers. “If 
you eliminate passing time to 
move from one class to the next, 
it will go a lot faster,” she said.

Mr. Baker agreed, saying 
that the idea of passing time in 
general is really just a safety 
buffer. “In many ways we’re 
treating you guys like you’re going 
to be treated in college,” he said.

Students who attended 
the schedule feedback session 
during 1X on Thursday, Jan. 
23 expressed mixed reac-
tions to the proposed schedule.

Freshman Grace Amell, for 
instance, said that she was excited 
about the majority of the changes. 
“I think it’s good that we mix up 
different times,” she said. “I also 
like how there are chunks of time 
when everyone is always free.”

Sophomore Nicole Demers 
agreed. “I like how we only meet 
three times a week,” she said.

Other students, such as 
junior Sydney Legagneur, said 

that they were concerned about 
how crowded the new lunches 
will be, since the whole school 
will have the option to eat at 
once. “Just having an X-period 
during a lunch period is already 
so difficult,” Sydney said.

Junior Zack Goldman 
agreed. “I’m afraid that with the 
lunch periods and personal learning 
time that everyone has,” he said, “it 
will be hard to meet with teachers.”

Many students said they do 
not think they’ll be able to focus 
for the longer class periods, said 
junior Jenna Frankel. “I feel like I 
have some classes now, where even 
for 45 minutes the teachers aren’t 
changing things up,” she said.

The idea to change the 
daily schedule, administrators 
said, was mainly incited by last 
year’s student surveys, in which 
a majority of Upper School 
students wrote that they have too 
much homework, and that there 
are too many classes in one day.

The faculty believes that 
these changes will have a positive 
LQÀXHQFH�RQ�WKH�XSFRPLQJ�VFKRRO�
year, said Mr. Gilyard. “Hope-
fully, we’ll have less stressed 
students and teachers,” he said.

Annual College Night advises junior 
class on college admissions process

College Night is an annual 
event intended to guide juniors 
starting the college application 
process.  This year’s event happened 
on the night of Thursday, Jan. 28.  

The event  consisted of three 
speakers, each an admissions repre-
sentative from a different school.  
Kelly Walter from Boston Univer-
sity, Kent Rinehart from Marist 
College, and Rebecca Tynan from 
Yale University all took part in the 
event and helped to clarify different 
aspects of the college application 
process to Form Five students.  

The topics of discussion 
ranged from the importance of 
visiting colleges and doing inter-
views to how a student’s appli-
cation is examined by a college 
board of admissions. There was 
also a short presentation designed 
to show how different types of 
students with different creden-
tials are evaluated by a college.  

“First and foremost, students 
need a general idea of how their 
application is looked at and that 
decisions are not automatically 
made based on GPA or SAT 
scores,” said Zaira Santiago, 
director of college advising. 

The night was conducted 
in a way that helped to reach this 
goal. Each speaker talked about 
one topic in detail and explained 
how important these details are to 
the college application process. 

Many students said that the 
night was helpful and that they 
learned something. “I thought 
the event was good because we 
learned how important deadlines 
and prerequisites are when making 
sure you can get into a school,” 
said junior Narineh Toroysan. 
She said that one really important 
detail she learned was “learning 
about the order that they look at the 

different parts of your application.”
Some students disagreed 

with the mandatory attendance of 
the event, since they had already 
had multiple experiences with 
college application from siblings.  

“Due to the fact that I have 
several family members who have 
already been through college and 
my parents are teachers, it was 
pointless for me to go,” said junior 
Anya Delventhal, “and I don’t 
feel like it should be required.” 

But Ms. Santiago said that 
since the college application 
process changes from year to 
year and from person to person, 

so everyone has something 
they can gain from this event.  

Most juniors interviewed 
said the event was eye-opening 
and helped start them on their 
college admission process.  
The college advising faculty 
also said that the event was 
successful in helping students 
learn more about this process. 

“I think they did a good 
job of explaining a complicated 
process in a way that anyone 
could understand,” Ms. Santiago 
said. She said the juniors are now 
more prepared for their college 
application process after this event.

by Dylan Borruso ‘15

This sample schedule shows what a student’s day might look like under the proposed new schedule. 
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A Wyvern’s Tale

by Maddie Pazzani ’14
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Remembering the 
legacy of Dr. MLK

On Tuesday January 21st, an Upper 
School assembly was held to honor 
Martin Luther King Jr.  The assembly 
was opened by math teacher and Fourth 
Form Dean Will Gilyard, who touched 
upon some of Dr. King’s famous words.  
Mr. Gilyard then directed students to 
break off into smaller discussion groups 
where they would view a video and then 
have a conversation about what they saw.  

The subjects of the videos presented 
to the discussion groups ranged from 
racial equality, to how men are portrayed 
in the media, and to the distribution of 
wealth in America. After watching the 
videos, student leaders asked the groups 
questions pertaining to what they saw.  

Placed around each room were signs 
that said “Agree,” “Disagree,” “Strongly 
Agree,” or “Strongly Disagree.”  When 
questions were posed to the groups, students 
would move to the category they agreed 
with, and then explain why they felt that way. 

Being able to speak openly on issues 
extending to different types of inequality 
had both its challenges and highlights. It 
is always positive to acknowledge that 
there are different types of inequality, in 
RUGHU�WR�¿QG�VROXWLRQV�IRU�ZKDW�VWLOO�H[LVWV��

However, challenges arose when 
conversations turn political and partisan.  
The physical movement of students and 
teachers literally polarized groups, at times 

creating an environment where groups didn’t 
give their full attention to the views of others.  

I t  could  have  been  benef i -
cial to have a “middle ground” area 
for people in order to break up the 
one-side-vs.- the-other  separat ion. 

The groups were organized by 
advisee groups, with students from all 
grades mixed together.  It would have been 
helpful to have the groups broken up by 
grade, so that everyone knew one another, 
and it was a more comfortable environment.  

With the assembly held at 8 a.m. after 
a three-day weekend, it was also apparent 
that students and teachers alike were a little 
groggy.  In looking toward next year’s 
assembly, having an activity in the middle or 
end of the day would give students a chance 
to get a little energy after the long weekend.

Overall, the goal of the MLK 
assembly was to recognize and remember 
the importance of Dr. King’s legacy.  We 
applaud the work of juniors Areesha Irfan 
and Cole Adams, Mr. Gilyard, Senior Asso-
ciate Director of Admissions and Diversity, 
Inclusion and Cultural Competency Advisor 
Joan Edwards, and the many other students 
and faculty who made this assembly happen.

In Dr. King’s words, “We must accept 
¿QLWH�GLVDSSRLQWPHQW��EXW�QHYHU�ORVH�LQ¿QLWH�
hope.” Let us work as the KO community to 
never lose the hope of making our school, our 
FRPPXQLWLHV��DQG�RXUVHOYHV�LQ¿QLWHO\�EHWWHU��

New schedule: Is it really necessary?
We as the staff of the KO News 

want to address concerns related to 
the proposed schedule. While the new 
VFKHGXOH�GRHV�FRPH�ZLWK�EHQH¿WV��LW�DOVR�
has many drawbacks that are worrisome. 
Is this new schedule truly necessary?

Although we believe the new 
schedule results in more negatives than 
positives, it includes some good elements.  

For example, there will be new 
rotations every day. This way, you 
are guaranteed to have your classes 
mixed up and not dread going to that 
“boring class” every single morning. 

Another positive is that there are fewer 

classes in a day. This means more time for 
homework and less stress trying to complete 
¿YH�QLJKWO\�DVVLJQPHQWV��,I�\RX�DUH�HYHU�
sick, you will not miss all of your classes. 

Also, we all  enjoy late-start 
Thursdays. These will become the 
new norm and happen every Thursday. 

Numerous people are saying 
a change is necessary after having 
the current schedule for many years.

Although much of the new schedule 
ZLOO�EH�EHQH¿FLDO��SDUWV�RI�LW�FUHDWH�FRQFHUQ��

For example, each class will only 
meet three times a week: once for 75 
minutes, and twice for 60 minutes. In 

the case that you do miss a day, you will 
PLVV�RXW�RQ�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�FKXQN�RI�D�FODVV�
as it only meets three times a week.

Something many students are 
worried about is not having X-periods. 
While many students will have a free 
period, there is no guarantee that the 
teacher they need to meet with will be free.

Another drawback to hour- and 75- 
minute-long classes is that lectures will be 
inevitable. It is hard at times to get through a 
45-minute class, let a lone a 75-minute class. 

While teachers may be trained 
on how to teach a long period, it will 
certainly be a learning curve for everyone.

Another problem will be that it is 
hard to memorize a new schedule. The 
schedule is never the same every day. 

For some current juniors this will be 
their fourth time having a new schedule 
at KO. Hopefully, it will be here to stay. 
It is hard to start new courses each year 
but even more difficult to do so while 
learning a new schedule. Lastly, there will 
be no passing time.This will be disrup-
tive, as students will stroll into class at 
their own leisure. We need more structure.

In tweaking and implementing 
the new schedule, we hope that these 
concerns are taken into consideration.

Before I could consider myself a fully 
functioning, capable member of society, I 
had a cell phone. My 12-year-old self thought 
WKDW�P\�PRP¶V�ROG�ÀLS�SKRQH�ZDV�WKH�FRROHVW�
thing since “High School Musical” and 
gaucho pants, and by the time I was thirteen 
I had jumped on the Facebook bandwagon. 
A lot has changed since then. Although my 
love for “High School Musical” burns on, my 
phone has become less of an amusing way 
to chat with friends and more of a lifeline. 

Relatively speaking, I’m one of 
the most disconnected teenagers I know. 
Despite my iPhone’s many capabilities, 
I don’t get email or social media on my 
phone, and I don’t plan on signing up for 
an Instagram, Twitter, Snapchat, or any 
of the other popular sites widely used 
today. Still, I look at my phone between 
every class, check my email about every 
two hours, and use my laptop to complete 
almost all of my homework. I believe we’re 
WKH�¿UVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�WKDW�KDV�XQGHUJRQH�VXFK�
a revolution in the way we communicate, 
and it’s important to think about its effect. 

Don’t get me wrong. I’m not 
completely against technology. I don’t 
dispute the undeniable advantages of rapid 
communication, and even though I haven’t 
joined many social networking sites, all the 
power to those who have. A lot of people 
our parents’ age will say that technological 
contact has replaced face-to-face interaction. 
On one hand, that’s true. If I need to tell 
someone information about a meeting or an 
assignment, I’m sometimes guilty of texting 
them instead, even if I’ve just seen them in 
class or passed them in the hallway. On the 
other hand, however, I don’t think tech-
QRORJ\�KDV�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�FXW�GRZQ�WKH�WLPH�

we spend in the company of others. It’s not as 
if I choose to stay home and text my friends 
in lieu of actually spending time with them. 

So, we still socialize with others. 
Where I start to see a problem is what our 
real-life conversations are about. More 
often than not, a portion of a night out with 
friends includes a moment to stop and get a 
SLFWXUH�IRU�,QVWDJUDP��7KH�QH[W�¿YH�PLQXWHV�
are spent editing the photo, and then peri-
odically the group will get an update on 
the shot’s likes and comments. Without 
fail, some sort of Twitter war will come 
up, and by the end of the night everyone 
ends up taking Snapchats with each other 
to send to our friends who aren’t there.  

These interactions are still communal. 
We don’t just sit quietly and stare at 
our screens– there’s plenty of speaking, 
ODXJKLQJ�DQG�JRR¿QJ�DURXQG��:H¶UH�VWLOO�
in the presence of others, but it’s surface 
communication at best, and I believe it 
doesn’t really matter whether those types 
of interactions happen separately in our 
living rooms or together in a restaurant.  

Votes for senior superlatives were 
due yesterday, and I found myself unable 
to cast a vote for “Best Online Presence” 
because I’m not involved in that slice of life. 
,W�GRHVQ¶W�ERWKHU�PH��)UDQNO\��,�¿QG�UHDO�
life conversations about things that happen 
on social media boring, but that’s probably 
because I’m not a part of it. I’m not saying 
that while everyone else is busy tweeting 
away their lives, I’m out smelling the roses 
DQG�¿OOLQJ�P\�OLIH�ZLWK�PHDQLQJIXO�H[SHUL-
ences. In fact, I would hazard to say that 
my day-to-day life is as equally boring (or 
exciting) as anything that happens online. 
My point here is that social media is only as 
important as you make it out to be. I think 
that’s something we forget far too often.  

Consider the value 
of online experiences
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Mackle-more or Mackle-less?
by Virginia Villa ’14

As the harsh winds of winter 
continue to barrel on, KO students 
slowly begin to recover from 
the annual “plague,” be it from 
YMUN or association with the 
swim team, while seniors dip their 
toes in the surreptitious waters of 
thesis, meanwhile, something 
far different is occurring in the 
land of celebrity: Award Season. 

Ah yes, Award Season! 
That special time of year when 
we curl up in front of our televi-
sions on a given Sunday night to 
watch celebrities congratulate 
each other on their strides in music 
and arts (among other things). 

One of the biggest award 
shows of this period is the 
Grammy Awards, which will be 
the focus of my impending rant.

We all know the Grammys. 
One night during the year, all the 
big shots in the music industry get 
together to see who will take home 
the most golden gramophones. For 
the past 56 years, the Grammys 

have been awarded to those who 
have made outstanding achieve-
ments in the music industry. 

I’m not going to go off 
on a rant about how all the 
people who get these awards are 
generic pop artists who all sound 
the same and have no actual 
talent or knowledge of music. 

I’m not going to do this 
because I think that the whole 
music elitist attitude is obnox-
ious and, to be perfectly honest, 
kind of ignorant. Just because it’s 
popular, doesn’t mean it’s bad. 

Oh no, pop music and 
its recognition by the National 
Academy of Recording Arts 
and Sciences is not why I’m 
angry. Only one word, one 
name, rather, with an ambig-
uous pronunciation, has caused 
my frustration: Macklemore. 

As anyone who watched 
the 2014 Grammy Awards would 
know, Ben Haggerty, more 
commonly known as Mackl-
emore, and his trusty pal, Ryan 
Lewis, took home four Grammys 

this year, including Best New 
Artist, Best Rap Album, Best 
Rap Performance, and Best Rap 
Song. The issue I’m having is 
that I think Macklemore is one 
of the most annoying recording 
artists in the history of time. 

Yes, there was a time when I 
enjoyed listening to Macklemore, 
back when there was no question 
of whether it was pronounced 
“Mack-el-more” or “Mack-luh-
more,” back before I turned on 
the radio and heard “Thrift Shop” 
on every station at the same time.

 I’m not trying to be one of 
those people who liked something 
only before it was popular, but 
haven’t you heard the saying that 
too much of a good thing is bad? 

Well in this case, that 
theory holds true. I liked Mackl-
emore because I thought his songs 
were unique and that he under-
stood the struggles of American 
youth, but the more I listened, 
the more I realized that Mack-
luh-more and Ryan What-Does-
This-Guy-Actually-Do Lewis 

are kind of way overrated. Sure, 
“Same Love” has a good message. 

Sure, “Thrift Shop” and 
“Can’t Hold Us” were catchy 
at the start, but how does 
that set Macklemore apart? 

How is it that Mackl-
emore won four Grammys and 
Frank Ocean still has none? How 
did Macklemore snub Kend-
rick Lamar? I just don’t know. 

The problem is not that 
he’s popular; the problem is that 
his talent is being exaggerated 
by the music industry and the 
world at large because he got a 
little sentimental in some songs.

 In reality, Macklemore’s 
lyrics lack depth and the produc-
tion quality of “The Heist” is 
cheesy and sounds more like a 
soundtrack for a Disney Pixar 
¿OP�DERXW�D�UDSSLQJ�GRJ�QDPHG�
Mac who saves the world with his 
freestyle than a true rap album. 

Macklemore is getting all 
this attention and notoriety because 
he wrote a song about marriage 
equality, not because he’s really 

that much better than everybody 
else. I’m not saying he shouldn’t be 
recognized for his achievements. 
I think he’s sent a great message 
to the world with his music and 
that should be acknowledged. 

What I’m saying is that he 
is absolutely not the most talented 
rapper or musician in the music 
industry by a long shot. He’s not 
even the most talented musician in 
the categories he was nominated in. 

In my opinion, Kend-
rick Lamar was robbed of a few 
awards that night and Mackl-
emore posting an Instagram 
photo saying so doesn’t make 
it any better. In the end, though, 
it’s just a silly award and only 
means as much as we want it to. 

Yes, I’m sick of Mackl-
emore and his random friend, but 
there’s nothing I can do to change 
what’s already happened, so I 
guess I’ll just turn off the radio 
and ponder how to pronounce his 
stupid name. In the words of a 
dear friend, “I need Mackle-less.”

  

by Alayna Putterman ’14

Do you know what the 
“Frog” of Sweet Frog, as in every-
one’s favorite frozen yogurt shop, 
stands for? Fully Relying On 
God. I am really sad to say that 
this was not brought to my atten-
tion until this past winter vacation. 

Siting in the store enjoying 
frozen yogurt (cotton candy being 
the obvious choice) during the 
middle of the afternoon when 
there were so few people that 
it was actually possible to look 
around, did this come to my atten-
tion. I did not even notice that 
the T-shirts in the corner said 
“Fully Relying On God,” rather 
they had to be pointed out to me. 

When I found out, other than 
being shocked about it, I was also 
IHHOLQJ�D�OLWWOH�DQJU\�DQG�KRUUL¿HG��

It felt as if I had been 
manipulated because of how long 

I went without knowing what 
Sweet F.r.o.g meant and how 
deceptive they now seemed to me. 

If I had heard about what 
they really stood for before ever 
even entering the store, I would 
have reconsidered. The fact that 
their allegiances were not out 
in the open or more “in your 
face’”made me react the way I did.

I do accept some of the 
blame for not inquiring about what 
it stood for and for also not noticing 
what was written on the T-shirts 
and some merchandise. But, is 
this issue here really my fault? No. 

To me, frozen yogurt and 
God or religion should have no 
correlation. There are also other 
members of our school commu-
nity who feel this way too. 

But, does this make people 
angry enough to stop eating there 
and supporting their business 
and furthering their mission? 

In my case, probably not.
After first opening, when 

asked, Sweet Frog employees 
said that they will not and do not 
support something associated 
with a Jewish or LGBT mission.

 It is possible that Sweet 
Frog has changed their policy 
since then, but what is impor-
tant is that this franchise was 
opened in our town with that 
original discriminatory rule. 

I think that more members of 
our town and community need to be 
aware of this. To me, this is not what 
living in West Hartford is all about. 

It is not fair for customers 
to purchase a frozen yogurt 
product that indirectly supports 
a company that is tied to a reli-
gious group. Religion should be 
kept out of my frozen yogurt! 

Religion was not  the 
topping of choice for my cotton 
candy-flavored frozen yogurt.

Sweet (Fully Relying On God) Frog

Driving do’s and don’ts
by Aly Brown ’15

You are casually driving to 
school, listening to the catchy melo-
dies of the hit songs “Let Her Go” 
by Passenger, and “What Makes 
You Beautiful” by One Direction.

You take a quick left at 
the light on Trout Brook and 
venture into the KO campus. 

You follow the windy path 
up to the parking lot when all of 
a sudden, a car goes whizzing 
by. “Woah, where did that even 
come from?” you ask yourself. 

Frazzled, stunned, and 
VOLJKWO\�WHUUL¿HG��\RX�FDUU\�RQ�WR�
WU\�DQG�¿QG�D�SDUNLQJ�VSRW��6FDQ-
ning the already filled spaces, 
you attempt to go up the middle 
lane.  In that moment, another 
car shoots out at lightning speed. 

At this  point ,  you’re 
scared for your life, but you 

continue on to try and find a 
parking spot becasue it’s 7:55 
and if you’re late to Spanish one 
more time you’ll be spending 
your afternoon in detention. 

Suddenly,  you spy a 
spot!  You go to pull in, full of 
pride and confidence, but as 
you’re about to turn, another 
car zooms by you, practically 
causing an accident, and takes it.

If you have driven through 
the KO parking lot, surely, you have 
experienced this scarring experi-
ence. The KO parking lot is a very 
scary place to be in the morning.

It’s true that if you pass 
your license test you should 
be able to drive yourself to 
school in the morning, but some 
people should not be driving 
through such a confined space.

First of all, the kids who text 
and drive should not be allowed to 

be anywhere near a steering wheel. 
If you are willing to risk the 

lives yourself and others because 
you can’t put your phone down 
for a drive to school, you should 
not be driving or anywhere near 
this already dangerous situa-
tion that is the KO parking lot.

Additionally, the angered 
parents do not contribute well to 
this chaotic event. Fighting their 
way through that upper loop by the 
Roberts building to get their chil-
dren the closest spot possible to the 
door is not setting the best example 
for their soon-to-be drivers.

Someone needs to monitor 
the current situation in this hectic 
area because most drivers like a 
smooth ride to school, especially 
when it is very early in the morning. 
With someone monitoring the 
parking lot, KO can live on to 
be a happy and safe community.

Cartoon by Sarah Zaidi ’15

Let’s be Epic!
Submit your art,                                 
prose and poetry 
to the Epic portal 
by February 21.
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Making one 
more change

Change, change, change. 
$V�,�UHÀHFW�RQ�WKH����\HDUV�,�KDYH�
been a member of this commu-
nity, many changes have occurred 
to the campus, to the faculty and 
staff, to the administration and 
its structure, and certainly to the 
student body; after all, you are all 
growing and developing. Some of 
WKHVH�FKDQJHV�KDYH�GH¿QLWHO\�EHHQ�
for the good of the school.  

For some, the jury is still out. 
Some of the changes were planned 
over long periods of time and then 
implemented and some seem to 
have been decided overnight. 
Remember the “-” in Kingswood 
Oxford, House 3 and 4, and the 
interconnecting KO logo. Some of 
us probably still fondly look back 
at the days when the Monday after 
the Super Bowl was a day off and 
when we celebrated MLK Day 
on that day. While many of my 
colleagues could probably add 
endless other examples to this list 
RI�FKDQJHV��,�DP�JRLQJ�WR�¿QDOO\�
get to the point of this piece. It is 
one part of our lives that has not 
changed but should.  

Why is it that the boys in our 
community are required to wear a 
dress shirt and tie? Is it because 
we want them to look nice? Is it 
because it has been part of the 
culture that we want to cling onto? 
Do we actually believe that our 
young males will embrace learning 
more deeply if they knot this 
clothing item around their neck? 
Why do we expect the boys to be 
dressed up, yet the young ladies are 
not? Most of them look like they 
are going to the movies or the mall. 
By the way, I am not looking for 
a change in the girls’ dress code. 

In September and May the 

boys are allowed to wear polo shirts 
with appropriate pants and/or dress 
shorts and it is in my opinion that 
they actually look nicer than they 
do with their shirt tails hanging out 
the back of their coats or sweaters. 
In the fall and spring, there is no 
asking them to tuck in their shirt 
or to pull up their tie that has been 
pulled down several inches. In 
sheer jest, certain boys wear the 
craziest, clashing shirt and tie 
combinations on purpose, stating 
“It’s in dress code!” if I question 
their taste. Not that I qualify as a 
fashion policeman; I know I do 
not, just ask my children. Still 
I know when it does not look 
good, and I worry what prospec-
tive visiting families may think. 

I guess all I’m saying here 
is that if we are being asked to 
embrace changes in all aspects 
of our school life, why can’t we 
think about or better yet, try to 
see what it would look like if 
the boys dress code remained 
like the fall and spring dress 
code throughout the year. 

I’m not asking for anything 
radical, like hooded sweatshirts, 
hats worn sideways, or baggy low 
hanging pants. I just think neatness 
and comfort can also show class. 
Who knows, maybe it would have 
a positive affect on admissions? 

We could institute more 
dress-up days for special speakers, 
so these occasions would have 
more meaning. Of course any 
student who wanted to continue 
wearing a tie may do so. At least 
that way, boys would have a choice 
that would be equivalent to the 
choice girls have each day. In this 
time of change, what’s one more?

���ȱ��Ĵ��ȱ������Ǳȱ
KO’s dress code

Don’t worry, this is not 
supposed to be yet another 
chronicle of the Dress Code 
Wars… we’ve all had enough 
of that. But I do want to estab-
lish that we’ve been going about 
this “battle” all the wrong way. 

Let me explain: Teachers, 
how many times have you heard 
the phrase “Everybody else is 
wearing the same thing” and, 
students, how about this one? “I 
see you wearing those every day.” 

Are we out of dress code a 
lot? Maybe. Is everyone else out 
of dress code too? Probably, but 
that’s not the point. The point is, I 
think it’s time we admit we don’t 
wear leggings or sweatshirts (or 
the occasional tube skirt – gasp!) 
because everyone else does. 

What we wear to school 
may be a small thing, but it has 
become a big deal, and here’s 
why:  I’ll speak for myself here... 
I chose to come to KO in 2007, 
and, while I may not have known 
it then, I gave up some pretty BIG 
things to come here: my lifestyle, 
my town, my friends, (all my free 

time). And we all gave those up 
willingly to be here at this school, 
doing what we do every day. 
When you take those big things 
out of the picture, the little things 
get a whole lot, well, bigger. And 
we hold on to them tighter when 
we are pressed to give them up. 

Here’s a quick history: 
in seventh grade we saw the 
uprising of colored jeans – all 
the rage. Freshman year, it was 
tube skirts (didn’t last long) and 
then…leggings. I guess that 
really only applied to girls. Sorry. 

A wise man once told me 
not to care about fashion, and I 
was like, WHAT? We get these 
things, these cool new items, 
pieces of the outside world 
that we don’t always get to 
participate in, and then BOOM: 
obsession. How can we not? 

We don’t get to put on 
jeans or T-shirts in the morning, 
so when these new items – never 
before seen en masse (or in the 
handbook) – show up, we run to 
them! And when we buy ‘em all 
XS�RQO\�WR�WXUQ�DURXQG�DQG�¿QG�RXW�
they’re now illegal, umm… ouch. 
I’m not saying a new edition of 

the handbook should pop up every 
time a new clothing item appears 
on the racks. Just the opposite. 

Don’t get me wrong – this 
isn’t meant to be a “Let’s Abolish 
the Dress Code!” kind of thing. I 
like the dress code. I like looking 
classy. (I think leggings can be 
classy.) In fact, no one has ever 
worn a beanie or “athletic” shirt 
to school to spite or offend anyone. 

Let’s be honest: whether it’s a 
13-hour school day or a three-hour 
school day, sometimes we just feel 
like exhaling in the morning and 
putting on something comfortable. 
I’m not trying to make a big deal 
out of something that isn’t one, but 
if you ask me…that ship has sailed. 

Wait, here’s my favorite line: 
“You can save those for the week-
ends.” What do people think I do 
on the weekends?? (Hint: I don’t 
wear tube skirts when I study.) 
Here’s what I’m trying to say:

We gave up some pretty 
big things to be here. And they 
were worth it. But, maybe, we 
could look out for – even stick 
up for – some of the little things 
more. Because, for some of 
us, they aren’t that little at all. 

by Timothy Allerton by Catherine Eatherton ’14

Is boarding school 
�����¢ȱ��Ĵ��ǵ

As a day school, KO faces 
many challenges both academi-
cally and athletically that boarding 
schools do not encounter. While 
a day school has many positive 
aspects such as the ability to spend 
more time with your family, there 
are also numerous drawbacks.

Don’t get us wrong; day 
schools do have positive aspects. 
For example, many students 
are not ready to leave home in 
high school, especially during 
freshman year. Attending a 
day school allows students to 
spend more time, four addi-
tional years, with their families.

Sports at boarding schools 
have an advantage over sports 
at a day school. Because we 
are not allowed to recruit, as 
boarding schools are, we are put 
DW�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�GLVDGYDQWDJH��:H�
are only able to draw players 
from the area and, even if they 
do come to the school, we cannot 
give an athletic scholarship. 

Most of the schools that 
we play are at a different level 
because they have the ability 
to recruit students from not 
only around the United States 
but also throughout the world.

Sports teams at boarding 
schools have the ability to hold 
longer practices since the majority 

of students live on campus.  Simi-
larly, many boarding schools do 
not have a three-sport require-
ment. This allows athletes to 
specialize in one sport rather than 
being spread about across the 
board with three different sports. 
It also gives them a lot more time 
to focus on their studies and times 
to become better at their sport. 
If students are more specialized 
in one sport, they may have a 
better chance to play collegiately.

Since the majority of 
students live at boarding school, 
it is easier to hold off-season 
practices. Students don’t need to 
find a ride to school. They will 
be there. Their ability to easily 
practice off-season with a flex-
ible schedule puts them ahead.

Not only do students at 
boarding school have more advan-
tages when it comes to athletics, 
but they have more advantages 
when it comes to academics.

Students at boarding schools 
have access to the majority of their 
teachers 24/7. If teachers live only 
a walking distance away from 
your dorm, it is easier to meet 
with them after school. If you are 
doing homework at 7 p.m. and 
have a problem, it is much easier to 
contact and meet face to face with 
a teacher than it would be here.

While we may be prepared 
for college academically, many of 
us are not prepared to leave home. 

Many students have never lived 
away from home, and boarding 
school prepares students to live 
on their own. They gain indepen-
dence that they wouldn’t have 
otherwise. They can learn to do 
laundry and manage their own 
time, which ultimately gives 
them a sense of independence 
that will be necessary in college.

Also,  when at tending 
boarding school, students are able 
to live and interact with a more 
diverse crowd. Students come 
from all parts of the world, leading 
to a more diverse classroom. 
There is no better way to learn 
about other cultures than having 
a roommate from Brazil or China.

Similarly, boarding school 
allows students to learn to live 
with different people. Boarding 
school students will know how to 
deal with living with people they 
do not like before college. You do 
not have to be your roommate’s 
best friend, but you do have to 
learn to live with your roommate.

Although boarding school 
has many advantages, it is certainly 
not the right place for everyone.  

We value KOs commit-
ment to academics and athletics. 
Teachers and coaches give 
their students and athletes 
their all. We are able to perse-
vere despite the challenges we 
face.  If we had wanted to go to 
boarding school, we would have. 

by Grace Jarmoc ’14   
 and Mary Lessard ’14

�Ĵ���ȱ���ȱ
Valentine’s Day 
semi-formal on 

Saturday, Feb. 8. 
The cost is $5 if you 

donate a coat, 
$7 if you don’t. 
Boys are asked 

to dress festively 
with red or pink.

Timothy Allerton teaches science 
at the Upper School.
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Nostalgia: the day the music died
by Chloe Ezzo ‘17

For me, the music died long 
ago. No, I’m not talking about 
that fatal plane crash, but it was 
around that time. The music of a 
time preserved in old-fashioned 
records and ancient memories 
slowly faded and a golden era 
came to a close. It was so long ago, 
I wasn’t there to experience it, but 
it’s something I can still appreciate.  

Life was different then.  
Kids met up in the park to play 
after school, and you didn’t worry 
if they wanted to walk around town 
by themselves. Families gathered 
around after dinner and listened to 
programs on the radio. They said, 
“Isn’t that swell?” and wrote by 
hand in cursive, too. If you wanted 
to talk to someone, you spoke to 

them face-to-face or called them up.  
Some people can still 

hold a conversation, but these 
days it’s shocking to hear what 
most people consider table 
talk.  Progress can bring good 
change, but sometimes we leave 
things worth keeping behind. 

Somewhere along the way, 
society has lost its formality and 
politeness. What I wish I were 
around to see, more than anything, 
is the dancing.  Not just any kind 
of dancing, but ballroom dancing:  
the swing, foxtrot, waltz, and 
Charleston, to name a few. It 
wasn’t just shaking around like a 
full clothesline on a windy day.  It’s 
polished.  It’s something that you 
put on a nice dress or bowtie to do.  
I’ll admit that this type of dancing 
takes a little longer than five 

minutes to learn, but you don’t have 
to be a professional or anything.  

There is something magical 
about dancing, about being able to 
swing with someone who knows 
what they’re doing. It’s like you 
are filled with so much happi-
ness that you can’t contain it, 
and it shines through your skin. 

When you put on that old 
music, for me, it’s like stepping 
back into that other time. It was 
George Bailey’s time, Nancy 
Drew’s time. Dancing builds 
friendships and binds communities 
together.  You don’t even need to 
say a word. Laugh, smile, and let the 
music do the talking.  It’s thrilling, 
and nothing but a fantasy now.

The music isn’t even right 
anymore, if you want to call it 
music. I wouldn’t. When did the 

music die? It was gradual and 
VXEWOH�DW�¿UVW��EXW�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�
is there. Songs are about nothing 
more substantial than wasted 
youth. They’re not worth dancing 
to. In fact, I think it’s impossible 
to dance to synthetic percussion. 

Now, shock value is more 
important than a good tune or 
rhythm. Beautiful lyrics don’t 
matter anymore.  Not all old songs 
contain the most profound, thought-
provoking words, but at least they 
ZHUHQ¶W�¿OOHG�ZLWK�SURIDQLW\���<RX�
don’t even need to have a great 
voice. Machines can distort what 
somebody truly sounds like.  

What you’re getting now 
LV�QRWKLQJ�VKRUW�RI�DUWL¿FLDO��,W¶V�
a cruel delusion wrapped in a box 
labeled music. I wonder if we 
still had the music of that golden 

era, would people dance?  Maybe 
not. It involves connecting with 
others, actually looking them in 
the eye. In a time when commu-
nication is impersonal, it seems 
unlikely. If I want to start an 
impromptu dance party where 
you can be crazy and bob around 
any way you like (which is okay 
from time to time), people are 
reluctant to join me.      

You might call me an old 
soul, someone with ideas that 
belong to a different time. Maybe 
I am, a little. Dancing is some-
thing I keep as long as I live, 
and take with me wherever I go, 
although I’ll probably be dancing 
by myself. There’s going to be a 
dance on Saturday, but I won’t 
be there. Is a dance a dance if 
no one knows how to dance?  

Tell ‘em why you mad
Max Bash: It’s Superbowl Sunday, and I’m at News Day.
Natalie Goldstein: I won’t hear from the rest of the schools I applied to until April.
������ȱ��££���Ǳȱȱ�ȱ�����Ȃ�ȱ����ȱ������ȱ��Ĵ��ȱ��¢����ǯ
Andrew Watson:  We haven’t had enough snow days.
Nick Bridges:  They’re trying to change a perfectly good schedule.
John Chatigny:  None of the faculty respect my good friend Señor Slide.
Sophia Harrison:  My dogs are more photogenic than I am.
Julia McGowan:  Prom.

respect and participation during the 
MLK day activities, and use them 
to “listen, listen, listen and share, 
share, share to the best of your 
ability,” as Mr. Gilyard requested. 

Activities included “Force 
Decisions,” in which students 
were asked questions pertaining 
to the video and had to walk to 
one of four signs ranging from 
“Stongly Disagree” to “Strongly 
Agree,” and “Parallel Ques-
tions,” in which students and 
their advisors formed discussion 
groups based on their responses. 

Overall, student reaction 
to this assembly and the new 
student-run format was mixed. 

Sine students said that 
once they became comfortable 
with the topic, discussion became 
active and even heated. “I liked 
how not everyone thought the 
same way, and how people at KO 
have different ideas and opin-
ions. It was good to see people 
disagree,” said junior TJ Nesbit.

Sophomore Jack Zeligson, a 
facilitator who discussed the media’s 
LQÀXHQFH�RQ�\RXQJ�ER\V��VDLG�KH�
similarly enjoyed the assembly. “I 
liked being able to inspire others 
to think about diversity,” he said.

However, junior Emily 
Lowitt, who discussed wealth 
distribution in her group from 
the non-facilitator side, conveyed 
conflicting opinions: “I thought 
the topic was really interesting, but 
I don’t think it was tied back to the 
theme of MLK,” she said. “MLK 
day should focus on the basics-what 
he did for equality in America.”

A facilitator who wished to 
remain anonymous recommended 
having teacher facilitators next year.

Although there were some 
difficulties in organizing this 
assembly-Areesha pointed to 
facilitator training and the hour-
long time constraint as the most 
GLI¿FXOW�SDUWV�RI�WKH�DVVHPEO\�ERWK�
Areesha and Cole are optimistic 
about future MLK day assemblies.

“I think it’s a huge deal-the 
fact that kids are willing, wanting 
and able to take action and initia-
tive in support of the idea of MLK 
and what he stood for,” said Cole.

The United Students club 
meets every 6X in CT-105.

Workshops
honor MLK Day
Continued from page 1

KO’s 2014 Team Tobati 
Ryan Gordon Hockey Night 
on Friday, Jan. 10 drew one 
of its largest and most spirited 
crowds ever and raised over 
$7,000 for Team Tobati. and 
a fundraiser for Team Tobati. 

The girls hockey team 
played the first game falling to 
Canterbury in a very close 2-1 
game. Senior Co-Captain Naomi 
Letourneau scored the one goal on 
an assist from sophomore Joanna 
Letourneau.  “We put forth a good 
effort but fell short of the win,” 
said Joanna. Form Five Dean and 
Spanish teacher Ron Garcia, the 
organizer of team Tobati called 
the girls game “very exciting.” 

The boys played next with 
a very strong showing against 
Rye Country Day School winning 
9-2. Junior Bryant Alyward 
led the team with five goals. 

“It was enjoyable to play 
in, the atmosphere was electric,” 
said junior hockey player Andrew 
Watson. The crowd was a loud 
motivator for the players from 
both the boys’ and girls’ teams.

 “The crowd encouraged 

the teams to continue to give 
a full effort for both games, 
said freshman Ben Putterman. 

Mr. Garcia said it was 
the biggest crowd he had seen 
in the past five years. “It was 
nice having so many people out 
to support the hockey team,” 
said junior goalie Nick Bridges. 

The crowd had reason to cele-
brate based on the way the hockey 
teams played. The exceptional 

effort of the players along with a 
strong home crowd made this years 
hockey night a massive success. 

The over $7,000 raised for 
team Tobati that night, when added 
to the $10,000 raised the next 
night by the Wyvern Invitational 
A Cappella festival, provided 
over $17,000 for the annual 
service trip in March to Tobati. 

This success was the 
product of the help of numerous 

student and faculty volunteers who 
worked before during, and after the 
games selling food, setting up, and 
cleaning everything in lobby area, 
hockey rink, and renting skates 
for the post-game ice-skating 
session that was open for everyone.

 “In my mind Hockey night 
is the best community night of the 
year,” Mr. Garcia said. “It’s always 
a lot of fun to get the students 
together and yell and scream.”

Spirited Hockey Night 
raises $7,000 for Tobati  
by Dan Miller ’15

And the crowd goes wild . . . Fans celebrate a Wyvern boys hockey goal at Hockey Night. (Photo by Chris Kasprak)
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To speak or not to speak; this is the question
An examination of teacher’s political viewpoints

by Max Bash ‘15

While most teens rarely 
watch the news on TV these days, 
IHZ�ZRXOG�EH�VKRFNHG�WR�¿QG�RXW�
that most of the cable news chan-
nels in today’s age are fairly biased 
one way or the other. Very few 
report just the facts without leaning 
too far towards one end of the polit-
ical spectrum, and inevitably our 
country is continually polarized 
over even common-sense issues.

As much as pundits and 
zealots quarrel with one another 
on news programs, bias in cable 
news doesn’t affect the average 
KO student in any way, shape 
or form.  What affects a typical 
student is the issue of a similar, 
polarizing bias in the classroom. 

We may not think about 
this all the time, but this recur-
ring saying occasionally makes 
its way through our brains every 
so often: “Did he just say that?” 
As general as that sounds, it has 
much deeper consequences. 

“It’s kind of 
impossible to 
expect teachers 
to be without 
political bias 
completely 
because everyone 
has their own 
views and opin-
ions.”     
 - Jen Shook      

But there lies a clear 
distinct difference between 
learning a different viewpoint 
and having political ideology 
shoved down your throat . 

Jacqueline said that this 
was the case with the Bread and 
Puppet Theater performance 
during a KO assembly last fall. 
“It tried to show us that we [were] 
wrong instead of saying that our 
views are just different,” she said. 

Many students said they 
would have welcomed an enlight-
ening perspective from the other 
side of the political spectrum. 
Students said they are looking 
for a gentle discussion of what 
other ideas lie out there, not 
being forced to  watch a perfor-

mance promoting one political 
viewpoint without  balancing 
it with another perspective.

Because this is a time when 
students are forming their own 
views, Jacqueline said, teachers’ 
opinions can shape students’ views.

This, however, turns out to 
be a double-edged sword and can 
work in either direction. On the one 
hand, it can enlighten students and 
illuminate a new viewpoint that a 
student has never been exposed to 
before that he or she might actu-
ally like. Consequently, impres-
sionable younger students may 
EH�LQÀXHQFHG�LQ�D�QHJDWLYH�ZD\�

Hence, while teachers’ 
opinions may seem to be of 
minute importance, they actu-
ally matter quite a bit. Not only 
can they enhance discussions, 
but they can also truly affect how 
they teach material, which can 
either make someone’s learning 
experience better or worse,” 

Thus, I and countless 
students everywhere suggest that, 
if teachers choose to share their 
opinions, they be conscious of 
the fact that their students may 
be offended by their remarks and 
try not to be too extreme in their 
views, as it really can change 
how a class goes for a student. 

On the other hand, these 
opinions can inspire students 
and dramatically change the 
course of class discussions. 

Across the United States, 
schools and teachers face the 
issue of political viewpoints in 
the classroom. Even though we 

live in a free, open society, polit-
ical viewpoints of teachers in 
the classroom are still contested. 

Most KO students were 
in agreement that it is generally 
acceptable for teachers to share 
their opinions as long as balance is 
maintained the entire time. Going 
too far in this case (and in anything 
else) is what makes students’ heads 
spin slightly and go into a tizzy. 

“KO is a very liberal 
school in general,” said junior Jen 
Shook. And this clearly has some 
students upset. An anonymous 
student even went as far to say 
that KO is “disgustingly liberal.” 

There’s a sentiment on 
campus that other political views 
aren’t shared as much as the Demo-
cratic view. “Living in a blue state 
[people are] less likely to see liberal 
bias,” said senior Mike Barry.

But some students said it’s 
unrealistic to expect teachers to 
be neutral. “It's kind of impos-
sible to expect teachers to be 
without political bias completely 
because everyone has their own 
views and opinions,” Jen said. 

She said this is accept-
able as long as teachers respect 
students’ political viewpoints 
and vice versa. “I think it’s 
OK,” Jen said, “for teachers to 
be honest about their political 
views [provided that] they’re just 
sharing their opinions and not 
forcing them on their students.” 

Junior Zach Mendelovici 
struck a similar chord. KO 
teachers, he said,  “generally do a 
good job from letting their political 
bias get involved,” adding  that 
“occasionally they slip and bias 
students one way or the other.”

Junior Talia Zimmerman 
expressed a s imilar  view. 
“Some teachers try to keep 
their personal views out of their 
lessons,” she said. “Teachers 
should never impose their polit-
ical beliefs on their students.”  

But senior Jacqueline Dufour 

said that teachers’ opinions should 
be shared. “They don't thrust their 
views on us,” she said. “They 
do a good job of showing us, as 
students, both sides of the story.”

KO students typically are in 
agreement that teacher’s political 
viewpoints in class are accept-
able as long as balance exists. 
But without this crucial part of 
the puzzle, the entire system can’t 
function and will break down. 

Senior Taryn Braz, for 
instance, said a teacher’s view-
points were actually benefi-
cial for students regardless 
of the students’ viewpoints

“They do a good 
job of showing 
us, as students, 
both sides of the 
story.”   
   - Jacqueline  
       Dufour
“They can spark some really 
deep discussions that are defi-
QLWHO\�EHQH¿FLDO�WR�WKH�FODVV�´�VDLG�
sophomore Kyle McLaughlin. 

Clearly, these views drive 
conversations between students 
and teachers and take these 
discussions to the next level.

“They encourage good 
class discussion, and students 
can learn a lot that way,” 
said junior Shreya Karak. 

But  senior  Kather ine 
Gianni said teachers rarely inject 

their opinions into the classroom. 
“Most teachers don’t let personal 
political views spill out into class.” 
she said. She cited History Depart-
ment Chair and political science 
teacher Ann Serow as a teacher 
who keeps politics out of class, 
but who is willing to go to Whole 
Foods with students for a cup of 
coffee and chat about politics.

Likewise, senior John 
Cha t igny  sa id  tha t  mos t 
teachers,  when asked how 
they voted,  wouldn’t  te l l 
in order to not affect class. 

Nevertheless, some students 
said teachers are entitled to express 
their views in class. “Everyone’s 
entitled to their opinion after 
all,” said junior Allie Balcezak. 
“Teachers are people too.” 

Like Allie, most students 
agree that teachers had the right 
to share  their political views 
as well. We do live in America, 
the home of the free, after all.

While this is the case, regard-
less of First Amendment rights 
every American is guranteed by 
the U.S. Constitution, people still 
argue  that teachers’ political  opin-
ions have no place in the classroom. 

I agree with this to a degree 
in the sense  that  your math 
teacher probably doesn’t need to  
tell you how he or she feels about 
the upcoming election in order to 
help you understand trigonometry. 

However, at the same 
time  when learning about the 
course of American politics in 
your U.S. history class, it prob-
ably wouldn’t be the worst thing  
to have another perspective to 
further the conversation and 
maybe teach you something inter-
esting that  you never knew before.

In summary, while there are 
many beliefs on this, it seems clear 
that teachers at KO are usually 
respectful of students’ views and 
use their political views to drive 
conversation. Students may not 
like what every teacher has to say, 
but in essence, I say tough luck. As 
long as this unwritten agreement 
stays in place between teachers and 
students, teachers’ political views 
do have a place in the classroom.

“Everyone’s 
entitled to their 
opinion after all.”   
    - Allie Balcezak

A representation of Connecticut’s results in the 2012 presidential election. (Photo by Google Images)
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Fourteen singing groups 
from three different states 
(Connecticut, Massachusetts, and 
Rhode Island) gathered on the 
KO campus Saturday, Jan. 11, to 
compete in the Wyvern Invitational 
A Cappella Festival, singing every-
thing from 1980s rock songs to 
2000s pop, to electronic medleys. 

This festival, also known as 
the WIAF, was held in the Roberts 
Theater. However, you didn’t need 
to be in the audience to watch the 
VKRZ��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�WKDW�
the event was recorded live; West 
Hartford Community Television 
streamed the show on their website 
and on their channel and has broad-
cast it several times this past month.

History and creative arts 
teacher David Baker, director 
of Crimson 7 and Oxford-
ians, KO’s two groups that 
competed in the WIAF, said this 
\HDU¶V�HYHQW�ZDV�³GH¿QLWHO\�WKH�
smoothest festival we’ve had.”

Junior Grace Gentile, who 
is a member of Oxfordians, agreed 
WKDW�WKH�QLJKW�ZDV�H[WUHPHO\�ÀXLG��
Her parents, Rich and Joan Gentile, 
said that the event was very fast 
paste. “Thanks to everyone who 
worked backstage,” said Grace.

Since the event would be 
recorded live, Mr. Baker and and 

KO’s Director of Choral Music 
Marcos Carreras took extra precau-
tions in organizing of the event. A 
tech rehearsal was held two days 
before the concert, helping transi-
tions move more smoothly. The 
live feed helped groups with time 
management as Wyvern ambas-
sadors directed the groups from 
dressing rooms to backstage, and 
the judges used iPads for scoring. 

Along with the new precau-
tions for seamless appearance was 
a third-place victory for Crimson 
7. “It was pretty awesome… 

that they were the top group out 
of all [the groups] from West 
Harford,” said Mr. Baker. This 
feat was especially remarkable 
seeing that Be S#arp from Conard 
High School has placed in the 
WRS�WKUHH�IRU�WKH�SDVW�¿YH�\HDUV��

Mr. Baker said Crimson 7’s  
ZLQ�ZDV�ODUJHO\�GXH�WR�WKHLU�¿UVW�
performance: the EDM (Electronic 
Dance Music) Medley. Sopho-
more Joanna Williams said she 
ORYHG�WKHLU�¿UVW�URXQG�EHFDXVH�WKH�
group came out very energetically. 

Mr. Baker said he was 

thankful that the group had had a test 
run, during a school assembly for 
“Treasure” by Bruno Mars, which 
they sang in the second round. 

Unfortunately, the senior 
soloist Pat Hallisey was sick 
during the school performance. 
However, because of his absence, 
they added a bass solo as filler, 
which they decided to keep in 
the song for the competition. 

Math teacher William 
Gilyard hosted the WIAF this 
year, his first year acting as 
an MC for such a long event. 

Crimson 7 wins third at WIAF
“I’ve hosted other galas 

and things of that nature,” 
he said, “but never events 
like the WIAF, and definitely 
nothing that was televised.”

Despite never having done 
it before, Mr. Gilyard pulled off 
his task quite well, earning many 
compliments. Mr. Baker said 
that Mr. Gilyard “was a fantastic 
MC,” and many other attendees 
said that he did a wonderful 
job, especially with his rap. 

Toward the end of the night, 
Mr. Gilyard said he wanted “to 
honor the groups without making 
the show about [him],” so he 
decided to rap about the compe-
tition. Before the event he had 
drawn out a rough outline of his 
planned rap, and revised and edited 
the rap during the competition. 

7KLV�ZDV�HVSHFLDOO\�¿WWLQJ��
seeing that the beat-box compe-
tition was in store. Mr. Gilyard 
scouted out the potential competi-
tors during their songs, and 
ultimately chose four students, 
including sophomore Josh 
Pugliese, to display their talents.

“It was less of a compe-
tition in terms of winning and 
losing,” said Mr. Gilyard, “and 
more of just a chance to show 
folks how [vocal precision] is such 
an important part of a cappella.”

Over the last few days, I 
have been analyzing one topic: 
the art of doodling.  While 
trying to determine just what 
this “art” is, I ran into a series 
of questions: What is a doodle? 
Who can be a doodler? Can you 
become a professional doodler? 
Is there a format for doodles? Can 
VRPHRQH�¿QG�WKH�GRRGOH�IRUPXOD"��

After continuing with the 
questions until I began to ques-
tion life itself, I was able to reach 
a conclusion: Doodling is what-
ever you want it to be. Anyone 
can doodle. You can doodle 
anywhere on anything. Doodling 
is the most flexible form of art.

Even though I was able 
to define doodling for myself, I 
continued to investigate the topic 
and see what doodling meant to 
others. I discovered that doodling 
can also be both a distraction 
and a way to avoid distractions.  

Junior Narineh Torosyan 
GH¿QHV�GRRGOLQJ�DV�³WKH�DUW�RI�EHLQJ�
bored in class.” “When you’re 
already not paying attention,” 
she said, “you mindlessly doodle.  
Anybody can draw squiggly 
lines and circles and flowers.”

Math teacher William 
Gilyard expressed a different 
RSLQLRQ�RI�GRRGOLQJ��³,¶P�¿QH�ZLWK�
kids doodling because it is a way 

by Reilly Callahan ’15

Crimson 7 performs EDM Medley at the Wyvern International A Cappella Festival (Photo by Peter Rusconi ’14)

by Emily Lowit ’15

Upcoming Arts Events:
Friday, Feb. 14 – Improv. Night, 7 p.m. Black Box Theater 

Fri. -Sun., Feb. 28–Mar. 2 K-O Musical “The Drowsy Chaperone” 

Tuesday, March 4 – Form Three trip to Metropolitan Museum of Art

to maintain focus,” he said.  “Eight 
years ago a student of mine was 
doodling in the back of the room, 
and I asked her a question, and I 
thought that I would catch her off 
guard,” he said. “But, she had been 
focusing and knew what I was 
talking about.” Even though Mr. 
Gilyard acknowledged that “there 
are some kids who doodle and 
don’t pay attention,” he concluded 
that doodling is “a way to keep 

other parts of the brain busy.”
Senior Keenan Line, a 

doodler of geometric shapes and 

tessellations, believes that doodling 
KHOSV�\RX�WKLQN���³,�¿QG�WKDW�LW�KHOSV�
me think, especially in classes 
like English or History of Reli-
gions when we are thinking about 
really deep questions,” she said.  

Junior Alli Balcezak agrees 
that doodling keeps you focused.  
“Doodling is a way for me to focus 
both in class and while reading,” 
she said.  “I can’t focus if I don’t.”

Junior Ava Tankala looks to 
doodling as a form of amusement.  
“I very much like doodling,” she 
said.  “A lot of people doodle 
when they get distracted, but for 
me, if I doodle it makes it easier 
for me to listen to what the teacher 
is saying. I’m not really a note 
taker so doodling helps. Also, 
it’s just incredibly amusing.”

But, it is evident that 
doodling means more to some 
students than others, such as Senior 
Shiza Abbas. “Art is the way I 
release stress,” she said.  “Because 
P\�VFKHGXOH�GRHVQ¶W�DOORZ�PH�WR�¿W�
in an art class, I guess I still have 
WR�¿QG�D�ZD\�WR�NHHS�LQ�WRXFK�ZLWK�

my creative side. I hope teachers 
GRQ¶W�¿QG�LW�GLVUHVSHFWIXO�EHFDXVH�
it actually helps me focus and get 
my mind off of other distractions.”

Junior Peter Baczyk also 
looks at doodling as a form of relax-
ation. “It’s nice to draw without 
a goal sometimes, not knowing 
what the end product will be,” he 
said.  “I usually doodle in my free 
time, or whenever I’m bored.”

Junior Claire Halloran looks 
at doodling as a form of escape.  
“Doodling is a release of energy and 
thoughts onto paper,” said Claire.  
“It’s like all the crazy swirls of art 
WKDW�ÀRDW�DURXQG�LQ�P\�KHDG�DUH�
concentrated in a little drawing,” 
she said.  “I like drawing eggs.”

Along my journey of 
doodling it was revealed that 
doodling is a lot more than just 
squiggles on paper. It is a form 
of expression, a release of stress, 
and a way to focus. It is an art of 
everything for everyone.  Sopho-
more Mackenzie McDonald 
was able to sum up doodling in 
three words: “It’s freakin great.”

Doodles by Shizza Abbas ’14
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A cleared dance floor, a 
plethora of cookies, and happy 
campers. All of these things 
were found at the Just Dance 
competition, on Friday, Jan. 17. 

Before the event, word 
spread throughout the junior class 
that there was a free ticket for the 
upcoming junior prom, and Junior  
Class President Katie Smith and 
Junior Class Vice President Jack 
Beckerman raced for the oppor-
tunity. At least, that was the plot 

in their advertisement video.
Junior Max Obourn put 

the short film together, using 
many effects and enticing music. 
Other juniors also helped in 
the making of the film, which 
played during a Form Five 
meeting before the competition. 

Katie and Jack made 
even more preparations for the 
night. Form Five Dean Ronald 
Garcia said that they took 
over and did all the planning.

 “It was a little diffi-
cult [to plan] because we had 

to get the space and the tech-
nology,”  said Kat ie ,  “but 
it worked out pretty well.”

During the big contest, the 
juniors who came were randomly 
selected into brackets where they 
battled, using their dance moves and 
rhythm, for that free prom ticket. 

,Q�WKH�¿QDO�EUDFNHW��MXQLRUV�
Nate Washburn and Reilly 
Callahan danced to the death on 
Just Dance 2014’s song “Get 
Lucky” by Daft Punk. After four 
minutes of moving and grooving, 
Nate took home the ticket.  

There will be one more 
chance to earn a free ticket to 
junior prom, but the next one will 
be “during an X-period, because it 
was a lot of fun and we think that 
a bigger crowd would enjoy it,” 
said Mr. Garcia. The next compe-
tition will probably be held in late 
)HEUXDU\�RU�WKH�¿UVW�ZHHN�0DUFK��

This time, the contest might 
not be a dance-off. “Mr. Garcia 
had ideas for a knock-out game,” 
said Katie, “but we will see what 
everyone else wants to do.”

Not only is this a chance 

to  “try [your] hand at a prom 
ticket because you never know…
who will win,” Katie said, adding  
that it is also an opportunity to 
have some “great fun” as Mr. 
Garcia deemed the dance-off. 

“It was low key, not a lot 
of pressure at all,” said junior 
Grace Gentile. Although Grace 
said she enjoyed herself, she said 
she “was bummed that not a lot 
of people were able to make it.” 
She said she hopes the upcoming 
X-period showdown will be just 
as fun, but with more attendees. 

Juniors Just Dance their way  to prom

Not only is junior Matt Guer-
rera a singer and dancer, but also he 
is a full-time student and an athlete. 

Matt has been dancing for 11 
years. He does tap and ballet once a 
week at the University of Hartford, 
where he dances with professional 
dancers and professional teachers. 

While, in many of the shows 
he participates in, he is cast as a 
dancer,  he is also an actor.  “Dance 
is usually perceived as something 
non masculine, and the fact that I am 
doing it and become so successful 
in it is such a big deal,” he said. 

Some of his featured roles 
are a tap dancer in “Milly,” and 
in “Guys and Dolls” he had lines 
for the first time out of any of 
the shows he has participated it. 

Matt usually participates 
in the summer shows in the West 
Hartford area. This past summer, 
the show was “Guys and Dolls.” It 
is his third year doing the summer 

arts festival in West Hartford. The 
year before that, Matt was in “Hair-
spray,” and two years ago he was 
in “Thoroughly Modern Milly.” 

Around campus, Matt 
is involved in Crimson 7 and 
Outlook, two singing groups on 
campus. Matt is also a varsity 
swimmer, so he has never been 
able to participate in any KO 
winter musicals until this year. 
Matt is now able to swim and 
participate in the winter musical. 
He is cast as the best man, George. 

Matt’s love for the theater is 
something very special. “I always 
surround myself with the arts 
because it is my passion because 
that is the best way I can express 
myself,” he said. “The arts gives 
me the opportunity to express 
myself and give me a moment 
to shine an be in the spotlight.”

 He has been accepted into 
the Northern Reginals for chorus, 
an elite group in Connecticut where 
students have to audition to get in. 

In the winter season, Matt 
and his friends enjoy caroling 
around West Hartford, bright-
ening people’s nights. Last year 
Matt started a caroling group 
for fun, made up of his friends 
and people he knew would have 
fun, and caroled around Blue 
Back Square in West Hartford . 

This year, the group got 
more expansive and they partici-
pated in the Holiday Stroll in Blue 
Back on Thursday, Dec. 5. The 
Holiday Stroll is an event where 
singing and musical groups can 
perform for the public during 
the holiday season. They also 
caroled at Fox Elementary School 
in Hartford and Saint Mary’s 
senior home in West Hartford. 

“Arts are so important to me, 
and it does not feel like a drag to me, 
and when I am at dance and I am 
singing, that is my focus. School-
work comes first, so whenever 
there is a time when I need to miss 
dance I can, but I love going. The 

by Reilly Callahan ’15

by Noa Silverstein ’15

E i g h t  K O  s t u d e n t s 
performed at this year’s Northern 
Regional High School Music 
Festival  on Saturday, Jan. 18 
place at New Britain High School. 

This event is an honors 
music festival. Students from 
different schools all over the 
northern region of the state audition 
for the opportunity to participate 
in three all-star musical groups. 
a band, choir  and orchestra. 

KO students who success-
fully auditioned for the festival band 
were juniors Lindsey Paszczuk, 
Lina Volin and Cole Adams, and 
freshman Noah Hawks-Ladds. 

This was both Lina and 
Cole’s third year in a row attending 
the festival. Junior Matthew Guer-
rera was the only student from KO 
who attended the festival for choir. 

Students who participated in 
the festival from the KO orchestra 
were seniors Sam Wiseman and 
Collin Brantner, junior Dan Melody 
and sophomore Nick Giamalis. 

All of these students also 
auditioned for All-State at North 
Haven High School this past 
ZHHNHQG�DQG�WKH\�ZLOO�¿QG�RXW�ODWHU�
this week if they made it or not. 

Preparation plays a huge 
role in the process of auditioning 
for the festival. Band Director and 

Creative Arts Department Chair 
Todd Millen said band members 
are evaluated in several ways. 
“Each instrument is different; 
they all have a piece they have to 
play, and there is a sight-reading 
section of the audition,” he said.

Choir Director David Baker 
explained how he helped his 
choir students prepare for audi-
tions. “ I’ve met with Matt to talk 
and work on scales and songs 
for his regional audition,” he 
said. “Since Matt made Northern 
Regionals, he is now going to 
audition for All-State Choir.” 

Matt took his preparation 
very seriously, and it paid off. “I 
began preparing for Regionals 
in September and the audition 
was in November,” he said. 
“I met with my voice teacher 
once a week, and I had frequent 
vocal coaching from Mrs. 
Urrutia, the KO Choir Director.” 

Cole also took his prepa-
ration seriously. “I started prac-
ticing the audition piece every 
day, a few months before the 
audition was held,” he said. 

This festival, which show-
cases the talent of some of the 
best high school singers and 
musicians in the northern region 
of the state, was a huge success 
this year for many KO students 
who put in many hours to prepare.

KO at Regionals
by Matt Goldman ’16

With the semester over, 
sophomore Josh Pugliese and 
other first-semester artists have 
exhibited their sculptures in 
the gallery in Roberts lobby for 
students to observe and enjoy.

Josh’s sculpture, “Atlas,” 
was a small, dark brown, wooden 
man holding up a tan earth. Josh’s 
work was one of the many different 
takes on a very general assignment.

“The assignment was just 
to build something out of wood,” 
Josh said. “We created a total of 
three projects, but some people 
didn’t finish, the first one. The 
wood project took a while, because 
we had to learn to use tools.”

Although there were not 
a lot of wood sculptures in the 
gallery, other works such as soph-
omore Dhruv Sheth’s sculpture, 
which consisted of a very tall and 
VWHHS�VWDLUFDVH�ZLWK�D�FOD\�¿JXUH�
walking up it, were on display. 

When asked about any 
inspiration for his sculptures 
Josh replied, “When we were 
having exams, even though 
we weren’t supposed to, I just 
felt like I had a lot on me.”

Josh said that creative 
arts teacher Scott McDonald 
helped out in the process of 
creating the wooden sculptures. 

Guerrera shines on stage

Matt Guerrera is a musical star. (Photo by Helena Roland ’14)
arts are important to me and that is 
why I do so much of it” Matt said. 

Grace Gentile, a close friend 
of Matt’s has been in some summer 
shows with him and sees his 
passion for what he does. “I think 

he is a really determined actor and 
always tries his best because it is 
great because some people slack 
off, and I have never seen him do 
that,” she said. “He always puts 
his all into everything he does.”

�������ȱ���������ȱę���ȱ������¢

“He helped us improve artisti-
cally,” Josh said, adding that he 
taught the students how to use 
tools to create their works of art. 

“Atlas” wasn’t Josh’s 
only piece on display; his 
other work was a gun, made 
entirely of  playing cards. 

“I didn’t really have an 
inspiration,” Josh said, when asked 
how he came up with his second 
sculpture. “The second one was 
just turning something regular, like 
a deck of cards into something else 
that means something different.”

Other innovative sculptures 
in the gallery included sopho-
more Grace Percival’s piece, 
a mirror with shattered glass 
glued back onto it in a wave-like 
pattern, and freshman Jack Barry’s 
sculpture, which was a shelf 

covered in many different kinds 
of toys, all altered in some way 
to give the piece a gloomy feel.

Check out these student 
creations in the Roberts gallery now.

“[I] was just 
turning something 
regular, like a 
deck of cards into 
something else 
that means some-
thing different.” 
     - Josh Pugliese

Student sculptures are now on exhibit in the Roberts lobby gallery. (Photo by 
Helena Roland ’14)

by Nic Bisgaard ’16
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Musical director brings passion to rehearsals
by Nicole Galik ’17

It’s rehearsal time and 
musical director Joshua Feder 
is gathered with his whole cast 
and crew in the Roberts Theater. 

 A skillful director by any 
person’s standards, he is very 
passionate in his line of work 
and seems to be very comfort-
able with being around a group of 
people who are just as passionate.

He talks about being a 
director with such pride and 
FRQ¿GHQFH�WKDW�LW�DOPRVW�PDNHV�
you want to be a director your-
self to achieve the same experi-
ence that seems to excite him. 

He tries to spread his moti-
vation with his cast when it comes 
to performing a smashing musical. 
“I want the cast to just have fun 
and create a memorable perfor-
mance that they can be proud of,” 
said Mr. Feder with a sincerity that 
makes you believe every word. 

Mr. Feder fell in love 
with arts after his mother, who 
was a dancer, introduced him 
to musical world. “She used to 
take me to all these different 
plays and musicals when I was 
younger and I always had an 
interest in them,” said Mr. Feder. 

In high school, Mr. Feder 
would help out with the school’s 

musicals. Later, in college, he 
was an assistant director for many 
different, well-known musi-
cals, which made his love for 
directing swell, and he knew that 
WKLV�ZDV�GH¿QLWHO\�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�
he wanted to do as a profession. 

After he graduated from 
college, he was no longer an 
assistant director, but was the 
director himself. He directed 
musicals such as “Urinetown” 
and “Beauty and the Beast” and 
has won awards for being the best 
student director and for directing 
the best children’s musical.

This year, Mr. Feder is 
directing KO’s school musical 

called “The Drowsy Chap-
erone” that will be performed in 
front of a live audience at 2 p.m. 
on Friday, Feb. 28, at 8 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 1, and at 
2:30 p.m. on Sunday, March 2. 

Bob Martin, Don McKellar, 
Lisa Lambert, and Greg Morris 
wrote  the musical ,  which 
premiered on Broadway in 2006. 

“The Drowsy Chaperone” 
is about a man who is sitting in 
his apartment and decides to play 
a record of his favorite musical 
taking place in the 1920s.  As the 
“record” is playing the musical 
comes to life in his room, and 
the man narrates as the musical 

plays out in front of him.
Mr. Feder said he hopes the 

musical will be well received. “I 
want people to watch the musical 
to have fun,” he said, “and I want 
them to come with an open mind.”

Cast members praised Mr. 
Feder’s style, organization and 
leadership. “I like Mr. Feder’s 
directing so far and our practices 
seem to run very smoothly,” said 
freshman Poppy Sheehan, who 
is playing a part in the musical’s 
ensemble. “I think that we will all 
be ready when the time comes.” 

Mr. Feder will keep up the 
enthusiasm in the coming weeks.

KO singers shine in the Choral Expo 
by Gwyneth McDonald ’16

Nine KO singing groups 
from both the Middle and Upper 
Schools came together for a 
winter choral concert at 7 p.m. 
on Friday, Jan 30. Upper School 
Choir Directors David Baker 
and Rebecca Urrutia worked 
with Middle School and Oxford-
ians Director Marcos Carreras to 
organize the two-hour concert.

The concert featured a 
capella groups F2B, Oxfordians, 
and Crimson 7. Mr. Carreras 
directs F2B, made up of seventh 
and eighth graders.  Crimson 7, a 
select group of Upper School boys, 
is directed by Mr. Baker. Oxford-
ians, an all-girls group, is orga-
nized and directed by Mr. Carreras. 

The concert also featured 

the Upper Prep Choraliers, 
Octopipers, Voce Novissima, 
Outlook, Cantable, Combined 
Boys’ Choir, Combined Girls’ 
&KRLUV��DQG�D�¿QDOH�WKDW�LQFOXGHG�
all the choirs in three songs. 

The Upper School boys 
sang “Shboom,” otherwise known 
as “Life Could Be a Dream,” 
which featured freshman solo-
ists Clayton Barnes and Ryan 
Albanesi and senior Nick Lange.

 “I picked the song for the 
boys,” said Mr. Baker. “They get 
so much done during boys section 
rehearsals that I wanted them to 
learn something else on top of 
their music for Concert Choir.” 

Mr. Baker said it is a plea-
sure working with this group of 
boys and that he wishes there had 
been this many male singers when 

he was at KO for high school. 
Mrs. Urrutia, who works 

with the boys in Concert Choir, 
praised the boys as well. “The 
cool thing is we have the biggest 
boys group yet and they are all 
really strong singers,” she said.

Mr. Baker said he was 
excited to see all the choirs 
have a chance to show off what 
they have been working on. 

“It’s always nice to perform, 
especially when the singers have 
worked all semester for this one 
concert,” he said.  “The fact that 
we save the Concert Choir and 
Cantable for the end sends the 
right statement because it is their 
only opportunity to perform all 
they have done this past semester.  
This concert is great because of a 
lot of people being able to shine 

and love music on a large scale.”
Mrs. Urrutia, who directs 

the Voce Novissima and Concert 
Choir, one of the biggest choirs 
at KO with 41 students, said 
she was ecstatic to experience 
what her students were capable 
of during each performance. 

“I’m excited about this 
concert. They have worked 
really hard, I think that they will 
continue to improve,” she said. 

Junior Max Oburn is a 
soloist for Concert Choir who 
said that getting the solo for 
“A Change is Gonna Come” 
provided a new opportunity for 
KLP��³,W�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�,�FKDO-
lenged myself musically, and 
Mrs. Urrutia really helped me 
gain the confidence to sing in 
front of an audience,” he said. 

Binah Katechia, mother 
of sophmore Manavi Kate-
chia and seventh grader Arjun 
Katechia, said she liked seeing 
her daughter and son perform 
and seeing the KO commu-
nity come together as a whole. 

“It was a spectacular show. 
Every vocal group sounded 
great and the finale with both 
the Middle School and Upper 
School was fantastic! What 
a great evening!” she said.  

Sophomore Olivia Shea said 
she was happy to be able to see her 
friends perform and see the Middle 
and Upper Schools come together. 
“I thought that it was great to see 
the whole school perform from 
the sixth graders all the way to the 
seniors,” said Olivia. “They all did 
a great job and it was fun to watch.”

Disney movie thaws ‘Frozen’ hearts
by Thomas Wilson ’14

Over the past two months, 
there has been a lot of talk 
about the latest Disney animated 
movie, “Frozen.” With all the 
flops that this company has 
grinded out over the years, I was 
curious as to what this particular 
movie had that was so special. 

With “Frozen,” Disney has 
gone back to its roots. No, not 
anti-Semitism – Princesses! It 
is, after all, what they do best.  I 
was suspecting yet another movie 
about a naïve, prudent prin-
cess who falls in love instantly 
with a “Prince Charming” with 
ZKRP�VKH�¿JKWV�RII�YLOODLQV�DQG�
sings with woodland creatures. 

Well….although some 
FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI�WKH�FODVVLF�¿OPV�
still survived the transition into 
WKLV�PRGHUQ�¿OP��WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�
bold decisions Disney imple-
mented to make this movie stand 
out in a different, positive light. 

First I will offer up a brief 
synopsis without trying to spoil 
anything. There are two prin-
cesses who live in a castle by the 
fjord in some stereotypical Scan-
dinavian land. One of the sisters, 
named Elsa, has a magical power 
that allows her to shoot snow and 
ice out of her hands (already she 
seems pretty awesome). As a child, 
the second sister, named Anna, gets 

hurt by Elsa’s magic, which erases 
her memory of her sister’s gifts. 
Thus, throughout her childhood, 
Elsa isolates herself in an attempt 
to protect her family from her 
powers. Of course, eventually all 
hell breaks loose when Elsa acci-
dentally uses her magic in front of 
the public. Ultimately, the moral of 
the story is to be who you are and 
not care about what others think 
of you because you are super cool. 

Seems pretty standard; 
however, there are some unconven-
tional attributes to this movie. First 
of all, the main character Anna is a 
princess who, despite her royalty, 
is very outspoken and clumsy and 
awkward and comparable to a 
modern-day teenage girl. We have 
seen similar princesses in Disney 
movies like “Mulan” and “Brave,” 
but Anna is much more relatable. 

Additionally, the main male 
character, Kristoff, is very socially 
inept and bizarre (his best friend is 
D�UHLQGHHU���+RZHYHU��KH�VWLOO�¿OOV�
the role of the “Prince Charming” 
without being a prince…or 
charming. Whereas Elsa might 
be turned into a villain in earlier 
'LVQH\�¿OPV��³)UR]HQ´�WDNHV�WKH�
courage to understand that she is 
really just a misunderstood indi-
vidual who wants to be accepted 
but is afraid of harming others. 

Lastly, there is even a 
supposedly gay character! In 

one scene, the owner of a sauna/
store/inn on the side of a moun-
tain points out his family enjoying 
a sauna: one man with four kids.

The musical numbers from 
this movie are fantastic. These are 
no dainty tunes to be sung with 
does and rabbits humming along; 
WKH\�DUH�SRZHUIXO�VRQJV�¿W�IRU�WKH�
stage and for your iTunes library. 
“Let It Go” sung by Elsa is the 
most awe inspiring, yet every other 
song is just as insanely catchy. 

Another attribute that added 
to this breath-taking experience 
was the quality of animation. I 
cannot imagine how difficult it 
must be to capture the randomness 
and behavior of snow and ice, but 
KHUH�WKH�UHQGHULQJ�VHHPHG�ÀDZOHVV��
The beautiful mountain landscapes 
and shimmering fjords reminded 
me of helicopter panoramas from 
the “Lord of the Rings” movies.

The facial expressions of 
all the characters are so real-
istic that characters do not even 
need to talk for you to under-
stand what they are thinking. 

“I think it’s the best Disney 
movie ever,” said junior Emily 
Lowit. “When I went to see it, 
I went with my little brother 
and mom and all of us enjoyed 
it. It’s good for all audiences.”

So yeah, in all,  good 
movie .  Very  progress ive . 
10/10. Would watch again.  

Characters Anna and Kristoff  gallop away on Sven, the reindeer in Disney’s 
DQLPDWHG�¿OP�µ)UR]HQ¶��3KRWR�IURP�*RRJOH�,PDJHV�
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Teacher couples: wed and working
by Rachel Yirigian ’14

Most KO students at one 
point of another have gone to 
send their teachers an email and 
found that two teachers come up 
under the same last name.  There 
are quite a few teachers at KO who 
ZRUN�ZLWK�WKHLU�VLJQL¿FDQW�RWKHU���

F r e n c h  t e a c h e r  J e n 
Weeks and history teacher Jim 
Weeks met their freshman year 
at Bowdoin College through 
mutual friends.  The two actu-
ally worked at Brewster Academy 
together before coming to King-

swood.  “The difference between 
working at Brewster and working 
here is that now our rooms are 
right next to each other so we 
tend to see more of each other 
during the day,” said Mr. Weeks.

Both agreed that working 
together has many advantages.  

“Having the same schedule means 
that we always have the same vaca-
tions so that works out really well,“ 
said Mrs. Weeks, “Aside from 
a sports conflict here and there, 
we have the same work hours.”

In terms of having a life 
outside of work, both agree that 
it is important to keep work and 
home life separate.  “We under-
stand the demands of each other’s 
work and are able to help each 
other with different techniques,” 
said Mr. Weeks. Mrs. Weeks is 
very helpful with technology, 
while Mr. Weeks offers great feed-

back on writing.  “We sort of have 
our own in-house professional 
development,” said Mrs. Weeks.

Science teacher Kata Baker 
and history teacher David Baker 
are another married couple at KO, 
but their story actually began here. 
They met during Mrs. Baker’s 

second year of teaching at KO 
DQG�0U��%DNHU¶V�¿UVW��³:H�KDYH�
always worked together, so we 
don’t know it any other way,” said 
Mrs. Baker.  Mr. Baker said that, 
because they teach in different 
buildings, they don’t see each other 
too often in one day. “We work 
in the same place, but we don’t 
actually work together,” he said.

When asked about keeping 
work and home life separate, 
Mrs. Baker said that they don’t 
talk very much about work at 
home unless they are very excited 
about a sports game or something 
that happened in advisee group. 

Mr. Baker said that, while 
they never gossip about students, 
LW�LV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�RIWHQ�¿QG�
themselves teaching the other’s 
advisees. “We work with the 
same kids, so we totally under-
stand each other’s work to a point 

where we are more sympathetic 
toward the other’s experiences as 
opposed to empathetic,” he said.

Spanish teacher and Form 
Five Dean Ron Garcia and math 
teacher Denise Garcia, who is 
currently on maternity leave, are 

another example of a married 
couple in the KO faculty.  They 
met in the same dorm building 
at Oberlin College in 1991. 

Mr. Garcia mentioned that 
some pros of working with your 
VLJQL¿FDQW�RWKHU�LQFOXGH�NQRZLQJ�
the same people and having the 
same work schedules. “Now that 
we have a baby, it’s great that we 
have the same time off,” he said.  

He also said that Mrs. Garcia 
is very helpful in making sure he 
always knows what’s going on.  
“She always knows when meet-
ings are or when grades are due, 
which is nice because instead of 
looking it up, I ask her,” he said.

Students love KO’s close-
knit nature and having married 
faculty members only strengthens 
i t s  s ense  o f  communi ty.

Kata and David Baker met while working at KO.  (Photo courtesy of Kata 
Baker)

Jen and Jim Weeks met during their freshman year at Bowdoiwn College in 
Brunswick, Maine.  (Photo courtesy of Jen Weeks)

Ron and Denise Garcia, who are holding their son A.J., met in 1991 at 
Oberlin College in Ohio.  (Photo courtesy of Meg Kasprak)

KO students romp and revel 
in (Blue)backyard playground
by Natalie Goldstein ’14

.2¶V�RI¿FLDO�FDPSXV�HQGV�
at the light on Trout Brook Drive, 
but that doesn’t prevent students 
from venturing over to West 
Hartford Center and Blueback 
Square at all hours of the day. 

KO’s close proximity to the 
Center offers students a temporary 
escape from the academic environ-
ment, and a foray into the world 
of restaurants, shops and services. 

The Center provides every-
thing a student might need during 
a school day, and more: restaurants 
for lunch, dinner, and everything 
in between, Barnes and Noble for 
last minute English book buying, 
and CVS for candy and necessities. 

“I spend most of my free 
time in Blueback because it’s 
convenient,” said junior Max Bash. 

Senior Molly Papermaster 
also said the Center’s main 
draw is its location, especially 
for quick snack runs during or 
after school. She sees the Center 
as a major boon for the school. 
“It’s nice that the school isn’t 
in the middle of nowhere,” she 
said. “It’s a mini, mini city.” 

She also pointed out the real- 
life experiences that students learn 
from exposure to the Center, which 
include learning to balance time and 

money, and learning street smarts.
“You really learn how to 

budget, said senior Mary Lessard. 
“If you spend way too much 
money going out to eat with your 
friends one week, you have to 

¿JXUH�RXW�KRZ�WR�EDODQFH�LW�LQ�WKH�
future.” The same applies to time 
budgeting, especially for juniors 
and seniors for whom the allure of 
the Center in an enticing alternative 

to studying during free periods.  
Although all KO students 

are thankful for the Center’s pres-
ence, there are drawbacks to such a 
convenience. In addition to encour-
aging students to spend too much 

money, and tempting students 
off campus when they should be 
studying, the Center often becomes 
many students’ entire lives.

In addition, students admit 

that their entire lives revolve 
ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRQ¿QHV�RI�.2�DQG�WKH�
Center, spending from Monday 
morning until Saturday night at the 
Center and campus with friends.  

Max said he appreciates 

the Center for its change of pace 
and exposure to a more urban 
life, but he listed a few shortcom-
ings the Center has. “Sometimes 
it’s annoying because there’s 

nothing else to do besides go to 
the Center. It gets old. I wish more 
spontaneous things happened, 
like stuff that happens in New 
York City or Boston,” he said. 

He also expressed a desire 
for a more active arts scene, such 
as art galleries. Other students 
EHPRDQ�WKH�GLI¿FXOW�DQG�H[SHQ-
sive parking at the Center. 

Students also mentioned 
the homogenous population of 
KO and the Center as a down-
side because exposure to different 
types of people is limited. Some 
feel this gives students a comfort-
able setting, but does not chal-
lenge students to visit different, 
more diverse venues or step 
outside their comfort zone. 

“That’s the problem with 
having the Center so close. 
Having a life outside of KO 
and West Hartford is hard, 
because the Center is just so 
easy,” said senior Sam Wiseman

Though the Center is 
undoubtedly a benefit to the 
students and offers unique expe-
riences to high schoolers, some 
students admitted they use 
the Center as a crutch. Some 
expressed a desire to push their 
boundaries and travel outside 
the KO and Center bubble.

Students enjoy Blue Back Square, especially in the warm spring months.
(Photo courtsey of Google Images)

All in the family
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Mandatory study hall: a KO rite of passage
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Senior scores internships 
at Governor’s Mansion, HSO 

by Allie Kyff ’14

by Sasha Bash ’17

by Vivian Goldstein ’17

Being a senior isn’t easy. 
Dealing with college, sports and 
KO’s ever-demanding curriculum 
FDQ�EH�GLI¿FXOW��%XW�IRU�VHQLRU�0ROO\�
Papermaster, this isn’t the half of it.

Along with all these typical, 
tiring tasks, Molly has two highly 
prestigious internships, one at the 
Governor’s Mansion and one at 
the Hartford Symphony Orchestra. 

In both apprenticeships, 
Molly organizes and plans 
events. She works in the develop-
ment department of the Hartford 
Symphony Orchestra and travels to 
the Governor’s Mansion in Hart-
ford every Tuesday and Thursday.

At the Mansion, Molly’s 
RI¿FLDO�WLWOH�DV�FR�FKHFN�LQFOXGHV�
many tasks, the most important 
of which is to ensure others are 
respecting the governor’s home. 

The  young  go-ge t te r 
flies around the mansion in 
five-inch heels like a modern-
day Wonder Woman, putting 
napkins under drinks, hanging 
up coats, bringing out food 
for state troopers, and making 
sure everything runs smoothly.

In December the Gover-
nor’s Mansion holds an open 
house hosting thousands of people. 
Molly worked with determined 
enthusiasm to tour people around 
a room and recount its history. 

“She is one of the most 
mature young ladies I’ve ever 
seen, quite frankly,” said Executive 
Director at the Governor’s Mansion 
Carol O’Shea. “She was able to 
easily coordinate our activities.” 

Although Molly said she 
has no musical talent, she loves 
working at the orchestra. Her duties 
mainly revolve around asking 
SHRSOH�IRU�GRQDWLRQV��7KH�MRE�GH¿-
nitely comes with its perks. “It’s 
really cool going to the opening 
night and seeing behind the scenes 
of the Bushnell Theater,” she said.

But in order to enjoy the 
benefits, she has put in a lot of 
work and effort. Both intern-
ships are very time sensitive. A 

certain amount of things must 
get done within a certain amount 
of time, making time manage-
PHQW�GLI¿FXOW��6KH�KDV�WR�VHW�XS�
and clean out with time to spare.

Getting the job at the Gover-
nor’s mansion required drive and 
effort. Fortunately, after being 
interviewed and sending her 
resume, she got her job on the spot.

“I get to meet really impor-
tant, incredible people,” said 
Molly. “It’s really fun being the 

youngest person in the room and 
having more authority, almost, 
because you have to make sure 
everything is in order, and that’s 
a big responsibility on your toes.”

Ms. O’Shea acknowledged 
how difficult a job it could be. 
“It can be a sensitive position,” 
she said. “It’s imperative to be 
warm and accommodating, but 
you have to be vigilant to make 
sure things aren’t stolen and that 

other safety measures for the 
guests are in place,” she said. 

Sensitivity is required in 
other areas as well. “We have to 
kind of make sure people are out 
the door without realizing they’re 
being rushed out,” she said. “It’s 
awkward, but Molly’s good at it.”

Molly definitely recom-
mends that other students get 
LQWHUQVKLSV��³<RX�FDQ�¿JXUH�RXW�
what you want to explore in college 
and what you have a passion 

for,” she said. “The great stories, 
experience, and the relationships 
you will build with people will 
be invaluable for the future.”

For Molly, who will be 
attending the School of Hospi-
tality at Boston University this 
fall for a program that deals 
specifically with event plan-
ning, these two internships could 
WXUQ�WKRVH�¿YH�LQFK�KHHOV�LQWR�D�
rewarding and enjoyable career.

Photo courtesy of Molly Papermaster

Study hall is mandatory for 
all freshmen except for those who 
PHHW�WKH�KRQRU�UROO�UHTXLUHPHQW�¿UVW�
semester. Those students are out of 
study hall for second semester. The 
majority of freshmen and teachers 
agree that study hall is an envi-
ronment where students are able 
to focus and get their work done. 

But many agree that some 
students do not use their time 
wisely in study hall. To remedy 
this, students have suggested some 
improvements to make study hall an 
even more effective space to study.

Most students agree that 
VWXG\�KDOO�LV�EHQH¿FLDO��GHSHQGLQJ�
on how students use it. “Some 
students use their time well, and 
others goof off,” said freshman 
Alex Rossi. “Overall, it’s good 

that freshman study hall is manda-
tory because it can force most 
people to get their work done.”

Some teachers also see the 
EHQH¿WV�RI�D�WLPH�VHW�DVLGH�IRU�TXLHW�
study. “Study hall is a great place 
for kids to focus. The quiet envi-
ronment allows the opportunity 
to get work done,” said Spanish 
teacher Brenda Semmelrock.

If freshmen make the honor 
roll during the first semester, 
they have the opportunity to 
leave study hall second semester. 

S o m e  s t u d e n t s  f i n d 
this to be a good rule, while 
o the r s  t h ink  i t ’s  un fa i r.

“If freshmen make honor 
UROO�¿UVW�VHPHVWHU��LW�RQO\�VHHPV�
fair to let them out of study 
hall,” said freshman James Witt. 
“By having a B+ average or 
above, it shows they know how 

to manage their time, and there-
fore do not need study hall.”

On the other hand, freshman 
Laura Polley pointed out that some 
students might be taking more chal-
lenging classes than others, making 
it hard to earn a spot on honor roll.

“Advisors and teachers 
should take students’ grades, 
course load and work ethic into 
account when deciding if they 
should still be attending study 
hall second semester,” said Laura.

Many f reshmen have 
agreed on an alternative idea 
about how study hall should work. 

“One day a week, freshmen 
should be able to choose to opt out 
of study hall and have a free, as 
long as they behave in study hall,” 
said freshman Bonnie Steinberg. 

F r e s h m a n  L a u r e n 
McPherson elaborated on the 

EHQH¿WV�RI�WKLV�SODQ��³7KLV�HQFRXU-
ages students to work well and 
use their time wisely in study 
hall because there will be an 
award for hard work,” she said.

Laura volunteered another 

The Wyvern Invitational A 
Cappella Festival (WIAF) opened 
LWV�GRRUV�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�-DQXDU\�
2008 as a cappella became a large 
and vital part of the KO community.

In 2003 when history 
teacher David Baker was a 
senior, the only a cappella group 
that existed was the all boys 
a cappella group Crimson 7.  

It was in its inaugural year 
and consisted of seven boys.  Their 
¿UVW�SHUIRUPDQFH�ZDV�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ�
of 2003. “I didn’t know how big 
it would become,” said Mr. Baker.  

Before the co-ed a cappella 
ensemble Outlook was called 
“Outlook,” it was a jazz chamber 
PXVLF�HQVHPEOH�FDOOHG�³*UDI¿WL�´��

While today’s current 
Outlook is not exclusively an 
a cappella group, it is certainly 
more independent of instrumental 
music than the 2004 Graffiti.

Today a cappella is consider-
ably more popular than ever. With 
TV shows like “Glee” and “The 
Sing Off,” a cappella music has 
become relatively mainstream.  

Mr. Baker attributes much of 
this to the fact that all the college 
students who sang a cappella 
in college have graduated and 
are now looking for other ways 
to continue their love for the 
genre.  “It’s mainstream culture 
in the 21st century,” he said.

With the awareness of a 
capella’s growing popularity in 
mind, in 2008 Mr. Baker decided 
to collaborate with Coordinator of 
Vocal Music Marcos Carreras to 
create a music festival that cele-
brates a cappella music.  Thus the 
Wyvern Invitational A Cappella 
Festival (WIAF) was born.  

The first year the festival 
was held, the only two other 
schools that competed were 
Conard High School and Hall High 
School, both in West Hartford. 
The competition was adjudicated 
by a few of Mr. Baker’s friends.

However, now that the 
festival has expanded to 11 different 

schools, college professors have 
begun to judge, and Mr. Carreras 
and Mr. Baker have become more 
removed, given the fact that they 
are also directors. (Mr. Baker 
directs Outlook and Crimson 7, 
and Mr. Carreras directs the all-
female ensemble Oxfordians).

The WIAF is not only 
about showcasing high school 
a capella talent. An essential 
component of the festival is its 
commitment to raising money 
for Team Tobati. All proceeds are 
directed to the fund supporting 
the community service program 
at the core of KO’s community. 
Both Mr. Carreras and Mr. Baker 
wanted to raise money for Tobati.  

“We thought that, instead 
of making the festival just about 
winning prizes, there should be a 
more important part of it,” he said.

Spanish teacher and Team 
Tobati founder Ron Garcia 
praised the festival’s positive 
environment. “It’s fantastic,” 
he said. “There’s a great feel 
to the event and the amount of 
time Mr. Carreras puts into orga-
nizing the event is inspirational.”

7KH�¿UVW�D�FDSSHOOD�IHVWLYDO�
six years ago raised about $1,000 
for Team Tobati. In 2014, it 
raised about $10,000, making 
the WIAF a huge success.  

“It brings people from 
the New England community 
to our campus,” said Mr. Baker. 
“It’s the largest high school a 
cappella festival in the country.”

The format of the WIAF 
has changed since its founding. 
“We’ve made a lot of changes over 
the past six years,” said Mr. Baker.  

Some of these changes 
include online scoring, judging 
by college professors from the 
University of Connecticut, Wesl-
yean University, University of 
Hartford, Central Connecticut 
State University and Trinity 
College, and online streaming.  

Mr. Baker said he believes 
these structural changes will 
remain, but that the music 
wi l l  con t inue  to  evo lve .

“Study hall is a 
great place to 
focus. The quiet 
environment 
allows the oppor-
tunity to get work 
done”
-Mrs. Semmelrock

possible study hall improvement, 
which is to give students more 
freedom to talk to peers as long 
as it is a homework-related ques-
tion and does not disrupt others.

F r e s h m a n  C a r o l y n 
McCusker also suggested a 
change in study hall format. 
“Study hall is very helpful, but it 
should be easier for freshmen to 
leave and see teachers,” she said.

However, Lauren said 
that, overall, study hall helps 
freshmen adjust to their increased 
workload  and get work done.

“Study hall is a place 
where I can get the majority of 
my homework finished because 
the space allows me to focus,” 
said freshman Manisha Satheesh.

One thing is clear: Once 
freshmen have done their time in 
study hall, no one is eager to return.   
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The ACT verses the SAT
by Lina Volin ’15

Last Saturday morning, I 
found myself in a quasi-silent class-
room at Conard High School, furi-
ously scribbling empty bubbles into 
shiny gray bubbles and glancing up 
at the clock every few minutes. 

My situation was one 
every high school student must 
face at some point: the standard-
ized test, specifically the SAT.

Unfortunately, next Saturday 
I foresee a similar situation as I take 
another test that will doubtlessly 
leave me with a pounding head-
ache and an apathetic attitude by 
the time I leave the testing center. 

This time it will have a 
science section and will (extremely 
happily) be a bit shorter. This test 
is the ACT. In what Director of 
College Advising Zaira Santiago 
notes as a growing trend, I am one of 
several KO students who are opting 
to take both standardized tests.

Mrs. Santiago explained 
that there has been a trending shift 
LQ�WKH�ODVW�¿YH�RU����\HDUV�LQ�WKH�
Northeast, where historically the 
SAT has been the exam of choice. 

“More and more students 
are taking the ACT either along 
with the SAT or completely 
in lieu of the SAT,” she said. 

Part of the reason for 
this change is that colleges 

accept them equally, so there 
is no a pronounced drawback 
to taking the ACT, formerly a 
predominantly Midwestern test.

The choice to take the 
SAT, ACT, or both is multilay-
ered and involves several consid-
erations. The overwhelming 
concern is the time and energy 
spent preparing for both tests. 

There is not just one, tried-
and-true method to prepare. 
The wealth of options, each 
exacting time out of already busy 
schedules, can seem as intimi-
dating as the actual test itself.

Many students study by 
themselves, completing prac-
tice tests extracted from the 
hundreds of glossy prep books 
in Barnes & Noble whose covers 
feature smiling (false adver-
tising) students promising 2400s 
or 36s (also false advertising). 

A student taking both exams 
finds his or her practice split 
between the tests, as the structural 
differences between the SAT and 
ACT require separate studying. 

A n o t h e r  m e t h o d  o f 
study includes outside sources 
like prep classes and tutors. 

“The SAT prep class is still 
the one I see the most,” said Mrs. 
Santiago. These classes include the 
Summit class through KO, which 
prepares students exclusively for 

the SAT.  “More and more students 
are taking advantage of online 
courses,” added Mrs. Santiago. 

She said that ultimately prep-
aration depends on the student’s 
personality; some students need 
the sort of structure found in a class 
while others, struggling to balance 
D�EXV\�VFKHGXOH��¿QG�WKDW�RQOLQH�
studying gives them the flex-
ibility to work at their own pace. 

For senior Sophie Kruger, 
finding which test was most 
compatible with her person-
ality led her to choose the SAT. 

“I tend to be a more strategic 
thinker and I wanted to have a test 
where, if you get one wrong, you 
get points off,” she said, “so I can 
add in the strategy of choosing 
which questions to answer.”

Senior Tashi Wolman had 
the opposite experience. Having 
taken both, she found that she did 
significantly better on the ACT, 
which she attributes to the differ-
ence in format between the tests.

“Generally experts agree that 
75 percent of students do relatively 
similarly when they take the SAT 
and ACT,” said Miss. Santiago, 
“but some students tend to favor 
one or the other more strongly.” 

This possibility leads an 
increasing number of students to 
take both, though Ms. Santiago 
is adamant in warning students 

to take both tests only once and 
then focus on a particular one.

“I would hate to see this 
emergence of the ACT’s doubling 
what students are taking,” she said. 
“I don’t think it’s a good idea to take 

two or three or four ACTs in addi-
tion to two or three or four SATs.” 

Instead, she recommends 
taking both tests once in the 
spring of junior year in order to 
compare scores and then focus 
on just one. “You don’t want to 
add undue stress to an already 
stressful process,” she added.

For current sophomores, 
there is something to learn here 
as well. Starting with the 2014 
PSAT, the SAT is changing. 
The president of the College 

Board, which designs the SAT, 
published an open letter stating 
the need for a change in format, 
particularly the writing section. 

Mrs. Santiago said that she 
suspects some of these proposed 
changes are a response to the 
popularity of the ACT. “Last year 
ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�
the two tests that there were more 
students taking the ACT than 
the SAT,” she said. “As you can 
imagine, being a business, the SAT 
is making some of these changes 
to maintain their market share.”

With an ACT revolu-
tion taking place in the North-
east, the SAT is losing their 
complete dominion over the 
standardized testing market. 

So the next time you find 
yourself giving up a perfectly 
respectable Saturday morning 
to agonize over a cryptic maze 
of smudged bubbles and ticking 
clocks (not to mention the prep 
books, and the classes, and the 
tutors, and the sleep you could be 
enjoying), remember that, whether 
you are taking the SAT or the ACT, 
your participation is instrumental 
to the survival and growth of 
two large, competing businesses. 

Actually, that might not be 
the thing to remember– try memo-
rizing some grammar rules instead.

 

“Last year was 
WKH�¿UVW�WLPH������
that there were 
more students 
taking the ACT 
than the SAT”

- Ms. Santiago
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by Jen Shook ’15

KO is fortunate to be able to 
offer students a wealth of different 
opportunities that integrate real-
world experience into the daily 
classroom through field trips. 

The two most popular 
field trips are freshman year to 
New York City and the Mark 
Twain House in Hartford.
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daylong trip during which students 
visit the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art and the Museum of Natural 
History. The field trip is a joint 
science and history department 
trip, with students completing 
activities at the museums that relate 
to what they are learning in class. 

Freshmen are also treated 
WR�D�KDOI�GD\�¿HOG�WULS�WR�WKH�0DUN�
Twain House in Hartford. The 
trip usually occurs around the 
same period that the students read 
Mark Twain’s “The Adventures 
of Huckleberry Finn.” Before 
leaving school, the students break 
up into different workshops, each 
focusing on a different aspect of 
Twain and his work. Once at the 
House, students tour Twain’s 
Hartford home and watch a 
ELRJUDSKLFDO�¿OP�DERXW�KLV�OLIH�

English teacher Cathy 
Schieffelin and science teacher 
Tim Allerton agree that the 
IUHVKPDQ�¿HOG�WULSV�DUH�JUHDW�ZD\V�
to connect the outside world with 
the classroom as well as intro-

duce students to the resources 
already available to them.

“There are a lot of kids 
today who don’t get taken to 
museums, and I think that’s 
important,” said Mr. Allerton.

More advanced art classes at 
KO also allow students to get to see 
VLJQL¿FDQW�DUW�SLHFHV�WKURXJK�D�GD\�
trip to the Metropolitan Museum in 
New York City. Students in Honors 
Portfolio Prep, Advanced Studio 
Prep, or A.P. Art History get to 
take part in an annual trip to see the 
museum, which Academic Dean of 
Humanities Patricia Rosoff said is 
like a “living art history book.”

Mrs. Rosoff said that the 
trip is an exciting experience for 
students to get to experience the 
full effect of famous art pieces. 
³,W¶V�EHWWHU�WR�VHH�DUW�LQ�WKH�ÀHVK�
than to see it in a book,” she said. 

But, by far the most immer-
sive field trips that KO offers 
are two-week long education 
June term trips.In 2005, English 
teacher Meg Kasprak and creative 
arts teacher Lud Baldwin took a 
VPDOO�JURXS�RI�¿YH�VWXGHQWV�RQ�D�
Shakespeare-themed June term. 

The group stayed at Roxton 
College, just outside Shake-
speare’s birthplace of Strat-
ford-upon-Avon for a week and 
was treated to a production of 
“Macbeth” by the Royal Shake-
speare Company and a production 
of “The Tempest” in Manchester. 

The group then moved 

on to stay in London for the 
remainder of their trip where 
they saw “The Merchant of 
Venice” at the Globe Theater. 

On a more recent June term, 
a group of 12 students accompa-
nied science teachers Mr. Allerton 
and Lisa Bailey to the Bahamas. 
The group stayed at the Island 
School as part of the Cape Eleu-
thera Institute and participated 
in a variety of activities that 
took advantage of the sea life 
and natural beauty of the island. 

They spent their mornings 
snorkeling and playing water polo 
and beach volleyball. The students 
also learned how to scuba dive 
while on the island and even spent 
a night camping out on the beach.

Junior Julianne DeAngelo, 
attended June terms in both Italy 
and the Bahamas, and said that 
the trips are enjoyable regard-
less of location. “June terms are 
a great way to experience new 
places and become friends with 
people you might not normally 
get to see at school,” she said.

Junior Sydney Legagneur 
agreed that being able to spend 
time with a different group of 
people was on of the best parts 
RI�VFKRRO�¿HOG�WULSV��³,�OLNH�EHLQJ�
able to learn with people that aren’t 
necessarily in my class,” she said.

Students and teachers agree 
WKDW�¿HOG�WULSV�DUH�D�JUHDW�ZD\�WR�
provide a change of pace from the 
typical school routine and have fun.
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by Mackenzie McDonald ’16

Tensions are high, red 
is everywhere, and people are 
crying.  No, it’s not a murder 
scene: it’s Valentine’s Day, a 
holiday centered on love.  But for 
some teenagers, Feb. 14 still kills. 

Valentine’s Day comes 
around once a year, and every 
year without fail it gets a split 
reaction from all who observe it.  

There are those who live for 
it: they stock up on candy hearts, 
stuffed teddy bears, and chocolate 
boxes, and shower their loved 
ones with hugs, kisses, and pink 
and red confetti.  And then there 
are those who turn up their noses 
DW�9DOHQWLQH¶V�'D\��¿QGLQJ�WKH�EX]]�
it receives . . . well, un“bear”able.

“Valentine’s Day? Oh, 
you must mean Single People 
Awareness Day,” said freshman 
Noah Hawks-Ladds. “It’s basi-
cally set up to make people 
feel bad about themselves.”

Sophomore  Gwyne th 
McDonald agreed. “Valentine’s 
Day supports the idea that you 
QHHG�D�VSHFL¿F�GDWH�WR�VKRZ�KRZ�
much you love people, when actu-
ally you should be showing them 
that you care 365 days a year.”

But not everyone is a cynic.  

“I love the day because it raises 
the question of true love,” senior 
Jake Leshem said.  “This is a fasci-
nating concept for me, and I know 
I would travel to the end of the 
ZRUOG�DQG�EDFN�WR�¿QG�VRPHRQH�
ZKRVH�KHDUW�FRXOG�¿W�VR�SHUIHFWO\�
in conjunction with mine.”

Senior Maddie Pazzani took 
a different view, suggesting, “You 
can only feel bad about Valen-
tine’s Day if you let yourself. 
Just treat it like any other day.”

W h e t h e r  Va l e n t i n e ’s 
Day is beautiful or beastly by 
your estimation, KO’s SGA 
has organized several different 
ways for students to celebrate.  

This week, carnations can 
be purchased from SGA represen-
tatives for $1 each.  They will be 
delivered during advisee group to a 
person or people of your choosing 
on the big day.  All the money raised 
from the purchase of the carna-
tions will go toward the funding of 
future student government events.

Additionally, there will be a 
Valentine’s Day dance held from 
8 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
Feb. 8, in the cafeteria.  Admis-
sion is $5, and the attire is formal 
dress for both boys and girls.  Boys 
are encouraged to wear a pink or 
red tie in the spirit of the event.
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Internet security expert visits KO, 
advises students to use caution
by Will Martin ’14

On Friday, Jan. 10, Internet 
safety expert Scott Driscoll spoke 
to KO students about the repercus-
sions and negative aspects of social 
networking. In his presentation to 
the Upper School, Mr. Driscoll 
gave students advice about using 
social media without harmfully 
affecting their digital footprints.

Mr. Driscoll said that after 
working as a police officer, he 
began his career of increasing 
internet safety as an FBI agent in 
2003, where he was tasked with 
handling cyber-crimes against chil-
dren. Mr. Driscoll said that he would 
pretend to be a young girl online 
to lure out potential predators. 

After working for the FBI, 
Mr. Driscoll focused his attention 
on Internet awareness, such as to 
prevent possible crimes from ever 
occurring. “We drop our guard 
on the safety aspect,” he said. 
Mr. Driscoll also played a role in 
teaching police departments how 
to handle these online crimes. 
“I’m teaching police departments 
how to deal with this,” he said. 

Mr. Driscoll pointed out 
VSHFL¿F�,QWHUQHW�DSSV�DQG�SURJUDPV�

that provided the most issues. 
Particularly, he said that the website 
Ask.fm is the most dangerous of 
the social networking sites. “Ask.
fm is the nastiest thing out there,” 
he said, citing data that this website 

has been linked to 10 teen suicides.
 Mr. Driscoll also said that 

video chatting and sharing pictures 
are also potential issues. “If you’re 
using video chats, I highly recom-
mend that you know who you’re 

talking to,” he said, “There’s 
no reason to bring complete 
strangers into our private spaces.” 

Mr. Driscoll said that due to 
practices such as sexting, “Picture 
sharing as a whole can be a concern. 

If we’re not smart with our social 
networking sites, it can connect 
you with a lot of freaky people.” 

Mr. Driscoll advised being 
aware of what objects are in 
pictures posted online. “If it’s in 
your picture, you own it,” he said. 
“If you have a red Solo cup in your 
hand, you’re consuming alcohol.”

Mr. Driscoll gave specific 
advice to students looking to 
increase their Internet safety. 
In addition to monitoring photo 
tagging and ignoring messages 
from unknown senders, he said, 
“You guys have great common 
sense; trust your judgment.” 

Students felt  that the 
assembly contained some valu-
able information and advice.  

“I  feel  l ike what we 
learned is really important to 
take note of,” said junior Dylan 
Borruso, “and I actually went 
and deactivated my Facebook 
account after the assembly.”  

Some students said they 
learned more about the dangerous 
nature of the Internet.  “I learned 
that the Internet is pretty scary 
and that you really have to be 
careful about who you talk to.” 
said sophomore Kate Betts.

Former FBI agent and internet safety expert Scott Driscoll speaks to students (Photo by Peter Rusconi ’14)
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by Sophia Harrison ’15

In June of 2012, Kingswood 
2[IRUG�ZDV�FHUWL¿HG�WR�HQUROO�LQWHU-
national students. This means that 
KO can petition the U.S.  Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to issue 
a student visa for non-U.S. citi-
zens to attend schools in the U.S. 

“We spent a year meeting 
with firms who place students 
from overseas at American private 
schools” said Director of Enroll-
ment Management Jim O’Donnell. 

Ultimately, KO chose two 
partners with the goal of enrolling 
a few international students 
starting September of 2014. 

“Our two chosen place-
ment firms will present us with 
applicants for placement,” said 
Mr. O’Donnell. KO will then 
determine their readiness for 
KO’s accelerated curriculum. 

Two years ago, KO hosted 
an exchange student from Norway. 
“We got feedback that it was an 
enriching opportunity, and she 
reported back that she gained a lot 
of experience,” said Mr. O’Donnell. 

T h a t  i n i t i a t e d  t h e 
process of considering more 
international student appli-
cants on an annual basis. 

The applicants would live 
with a local host family, not 
necessarily from KO, and be 
subject to the same graduation 
requirements as any other student. 

“It is so important for 
us to make sure that students 
have the best preparation and 
the best environment for them 

to succeed,” said Director of 
Admissions Joan Edwards. 

Tw e n t y - s i x  s t u d e n t s 
visited the campus a few weeks 
ago. “Our goal is to start small. 
Three to five would be ideal,” 
said Senior Associate Director 
of Admissions and Diversity, 
Inclusion and Cultural Compe-
tency Advisor Joan Edwards. 

So far, KO has received 
applicants only from China. “We 
are hopeful over time that this will 
place students from many different 
countries,” said Mr. O’Donnell.  

The target grade for enroll-
ment is Form Three and the 
VWXGHQWV�PXVW�EH�ÀXHQW�LQ�(QJOLVK��
in both speaking and writing. “We 
would consider students from 
other grades,” said Mr. O’Donnell.  

The students entering have a 
sincere interest in attending college 
in the United States. “A U.S. inde-
pendent school would be their 
best path,” said Mr. O’Donnell.

The students must also indi-
cate they want an experience at a 
day school, as opposed to a boarding 
school. “As we’ve gotten to learn, 
many international students do 
attend private day and Catholic 
schools,” said Mr. O’Donnell. 

In this initiative, KO is 
collaborating with Watkinson 
and Renbrook Schools, which 
both enroll international students. 

Mr. O’Donnell said these 
schools have both been very 
helpful in providing KO with 
meaningful information that 
will help KO to better serve 
its potential future students. 

Student surveys underway 
as second semester begins

This winter, KO students 
ranging from sixth graders to 
seniors have been taking student 
surveys to evaluate their teachers.

The surveys are running 
every Wednesday starting Jan. 
8 through Feb. 12 in the Upper 
School. In the Middle School, 
the date is based on department.

Director of Teaching and 
Learning Asha Appel begins the 
process by sending each class 
a link to its survey. She said 
she then compiles the results 
to share with each teacher. 

Ms. Appel said the main 
goal of the survey was to provide 
“an opportunity for teachers to get 
feedback on what they do as profes-
sionals.” She said the survey is not 
based on teachers’ content, but “on 
what they do to help kids learn.”

Ms. Appel said that at 
first some faculty members 
were not completely on board, 
but have become more open 
to the idea. “What has been so 
great is that people enjoyed 
getting feedback,” she said.

While Ms. Appel said the 
survey was ideal for yearlong 
courses, she said she wanted to 
give every teacher feedback.

Last year, Ms. Appel ran 
a pilot program through which 
Upper School English and Middle 
School science classes took 
surveys for their teachers as well 
as students who had teachers 
who were up for evaluation. 

Ms. Appel said students 

by Grace Jarmoc ’14 have been very thoughtful in their 
evaluations. She said students 
were very “thorough, honest and 
clear,” and gave her feedback 
on things she had not thought 
of, such as the homework load.

Ms. Appel said she has 
implemented the feedback 
she received from last year’s 
survey. “Their ideas are what I 
use now as a teacher,” she said. 

Ms .  Appe l  sa id  th i s 
process has been one of trial 
and error, and she hopes next 
year every teacher can have a 
mid-class survey, regardless of 
the length of his or her course.

Ms. Appel also said next year 
she wants to have the survey be 
more streamlined, adjust the ques-
tions, and spread out the Middle 
School surveys so the teachers 
and students are not overwhelmed.

Assistant Head of School 
for Student Life Carolyn McKee 
said that she had her psychology 
students take their survey before 
Christmas break so she could 
use their feedback before the 
semester class was over. “I wanted 
to get the feedback so I could 
implement a change if needed.”

Ms. McKee said she was 
pleased with the feedback. “I was 
really blown away by how seriously 
they took it and how thoughtful it 
was,” she said. She said students 
even gave suggestions on how to 
improve. “It was actually helpful 
not only what to improve but 
also how to improve it,” she said. 

Ms. McKee said she learned 
from the survey that her grading of 

labs was not clear. In an attempt 
to make the grading more clear, 
she is having her class complete 
a lab together. She also said she 
was able to talk to her students 
about their feedback. Ms. McKee 
said she is hopeful that students 
feel their feedback is heard.

Middle School Creative 
Arts Department Chair Kath-
erine Nicholson said she thought 
the student surveys were an 
incredibly valuable exercise. 

She said she was surprised at 
how thoughtful the surveys were. 
“I think in terms of the questions 
that were pertinent there were 
thoughtful responses,” she said.  

Mrs. Nicholson said she 
hopes the survey will encourage 
reflection on both the students’ 
and teachers’ parts and imple-
ment change when necessary.

Mrs. Nicholson said she 
would work on the wording of 
the questions as well as add more 
TXHVWLRQV�VSHFL¿F�WR�KHU�FODVVHV�

Students expressed mixed 
opinions on the value of the 
surveys. “I liked having the 
opportunity to write about my 
teachers and what they do best,” 
said sixth grader Sophia Kaufman.

But senior Jake Leshem 
questioned the value of the 
surveys, “Although an interesting 
way to gain information,” he said, 
“the surveys’ recycled questions, 
all with the same vague answers, 
raise the question as to whether 
or not there is a more efficient 
and or effective way of gathering 
the sought after information.”
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ESPN’s Rob King advises
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Rob King, senior vice presi-
dent of content, digital and print 
media for ESPN, spoke about the 
power of perspective and how 
each person’s experiences affect 
the way they look at the world at 
a 3X assembly on Friday, Jan. 24.

At ESPN, Mr. King oversees 
the management of the award-
winning team of editors, writers 
and designers across ESPN.com 
and its network of related sites: 
ESPN The Magazine, espnW, 
and ESPN Rise. Mr. King works 
closely with ESPN’s many 
news, information, content and 
programming units under John 
Wildhack, executive vice presi-
dent, to develop greater cross-
platform integration and develop-
ment of cross-media franchises.  

Mr. King’s presentation 
was based on four points about 
the way students should look 
at inclusion and diversity in the 
media: your “stuff” matters; 
intent versus instinct; dare to 
be dumb; and there is no finish 
line with inclusion and diversity. 

He especially stressed the 
importance of acknowledging your 
experiences and the way they affect 
what you feel, think, know, and do. 
“Understand your values and what 

you bring to the conversation,” he 
said. Take care in how you interact 
with people and share yourself 
with other people. Each person is 
important in this conversation.” 

After explaining his four 
key points, Mr. King showed 

pictures of athletes and coaches 
and asked the audience to consider 
their first reaction to them, and 
what made them feel that way. 

For example, he showed 
a picture of Lance Armstrong, 
who today is best known for 

cheating, but just a few years 
ago was seen as a type of hero, 
especially to cancer survivors. 

He also showed pictures of 
WNBA player Brittney Griner, 
former Penn State football head 
coach Joe Paterno, and former 

NFL player Michael Vick. He 
urged the student body to be skep-
tical and consider the intent of the 
people producing the news, and to 
consider the effect of their “stuff” 
(personal sensitivities) as well. 

Generally, the assembly 
had a very positive response from 
the student body, especially those 
interested in sports. “I thought 
it was very interesting to get an 
inside look at sports media, some-
thing that we see and hear about 
every day,” said junior Sharrieff 
Grice. “I wish I had the chance to 
talk to him in person afterwards.” 

Sophomore Olivia Shea said 
she enjoyed Mr. King’s presenta-
tion. “I thought that the assembly 
was intriguing because it made 
me look at the athletes and celeb-
rities in a different perspective 
[than the way] the media wants 
us to perceive them,” she said.

Senior Mary Lessard agreed. 
“I love how he used pop culture 
sports stars and told a different 
story about [each of] them,” she 
said. “Although I don’t watch 
sports that often, it was inter-
esting to hear about what the 
media tries to portray. His caution 
about being aware of what the 
media is trying to show you was 
very interesting and something 
I had never considered before.”

by Samantha Pinkes ’14

Rob King reveals striking similarities between a modern Vogue cover and WWI propaganda. (Photo by Peter Rusconi ’14)

The KO robotics team is off to 
a strong start this winter, achieving 
success at several tournaments.

They le f t  Greenwich 
Academy on Saturday, Jan. 18 with 
DQ�H[FLWLQJ�TXDOL¿FDWLRQ�LQWR�WKH�
Connecticut State Championship. 

The tournament drew 
schools from Connecticut, New 
York and New Jersey, yet the 
school mascot Robo KO-KO really 
brought the judges to their feet.

KO’s robot won the Think 
Award for an their engineering 
notebook, second place for the 
Inspire Award, and made it to the 
VHPL�¿QDOV���7KH\�ZHUH�¿QDOLVWV�
for the Motivate Award, due to the 
impressive spirit and cheering from 
students, teachers and parents.

Last Saturday, Feb. 1, was 
the team’s next competition at 
Loomis Chaffee.  Although this 
was an opportunity to qualify 
for the State Championship on 
Mar. 8, the team had already 
qualified so all they needed to 
worry about was testing all of 
their robot’s new improvements.  

At the end of each match, 
the teams either hang their robot 
or raise a flag. KO’s team has 
smoothly accomplished the 
KDQJLQJ�SDUW��EXW�UDLVLQJ�WKH�ÀDJ�
was challenging, said many team 

members.  After a lot of hard work 
and dedication, these students 
finally figured out how to raise 
WKH�ÀDJ�RQ�WKHLU�URERW��ZKLFK�WKH\�
are testing at this competition.

Since the team already quali-
¿HG�IRU�WKH�XSFRPLQJ�FRPSHWLWLRQ��
they took this opportunity to add 
to their robot customized parts 
from KO’s new 3-D printer.  As 
well as improving the robot, this 
innovation will allow KO a greater 
chance to win the Design Award.

“The kids have been winning 
awards for their interviewing, since 
they have really been working on 
the skills,” said math teacher and 
Robotics Coach Donna Balcezak.  
“They have great technique on 
explaining their work to the judges 
and really selling their robot.”

Going into States with all of 
these new improvements excites 
the team members, many said, 
and if they do well at this compe-
tition it is possible to move higher.  

They would be able to 
compete in the Super Regional 
competition in April with the top 
teams from around the Northeast.

The students said they 
enjoy their work and enjoy 
working together as they decide 
how to respond to this year’s 
challenge most effectively.

Forensic Union continues
success, sending two to Worlds

The Kingswood Oxford 
Forensic  Union cont inues 
its busy year by hosting an 
upcoming public speaking tour-
nament thus Sunday, Feb. 9. 

Meanwhi l e ,  two  KO 
students have qualified for the 
World Indivudal Debate & 
Public Speaking Championships. 

The  Fo rens i c  Un ion 
sent two teams to compete in 
a tournament at Choate Rose-
mary Hall on Sunday, Jan. 12, 
which Forensic Union Faculty 
Advisor and English teacher Paul 
Denby described as “great fun.” 

It also sent one advanced 
team and one novice team to 
Loomis Chaffee on Sunday, Jan. 19, 
for an Oregon-style, cross exami-
nation prepared debate arguing 
the merits of the U.S. imposing 
a special tax on fossil fuels.

According to Forensic 
Union President senior Sophie 
Kruger, KO students put in 
a “lot of time and hard work 
preparing” and “did really well.”

Junior Julianne DeAn-
gelo earned third place overall, 
and qual if ied for  Worlds. 

This Sunday, KO will host 
the Kingswood Oxford Public 
Speaking Tournament. Chair of 
Speech senior Maddie Pazzani said 

the tournament is “a special event” 
because it is one of only two public 
speaking tournaments hosted 
by schools in KO’s speech and 
debate league throughout the year. 

T h e  t o u r n a m e n t  h a s 
two rounds. In the first round, 
speakers deliver a prepared orig-
inal speech, either a humorous 
f ive-to-seven-minute After 
Dinner speech or a seven-to 
10-minute persuasive speech.

In the second round, speakers 
deliver either an impromptu 
speech or an ethical dilemma. 

I m p r o m p t u  s p e e c h e s 
are three-to-five-minutes long 
speeches presented after just 
two minutes of preparation. 

In ethical dilemmas, a 
speech event created at KO and 
not used at any other school, 
speakers receive cards explaining 
some ethical problem with two 
possible conflicting solutions. 

Speakers have 10 minutes 
to prepare a three-to- five-
minute speech presenting the 
merits and faults of both solu-
tions before stating which 
is best and explaining why.

Currently, eight speakers 
from KO and over 50 partici-
pants from at least eight other 
schools are scheduled to attend.

 KO will send students 
to World Individual Debate & 

Public Speaking Champion-
ships this year, as it has in the 
past. Two KO students have 
TXDOL¿HG�IRU�:RUOGV��ZKLFK�ZLOO�
be held in Lithuania this year. 

-XQLRU�/LQD�9ROLQ�TXDOL¿HG�
at Internationals in Vancouver, 
Canada, while Julianne quali-
fied more recently at Loomis.

Julianne stated that she feels 
OXFN\�WR�KDYH�TXDOL¿HG�DQG�LV�LQWHU-
ested in Lithuania, which she said 
is an “unconventional location.”

Participants in Worlds will 
compete in categories including 
persuasive speaking, impromptu 
speaking, interpretive reading, 
and parl iamentary debate. 

According to Sophie, 
w h o  w e n t  t o  Wo r l d s  i n 
South Africa last year, it “is 
an incredible experience.”

Those debators not heading 
to Worlds are still looking at an 
exciting second semester. With  
new faculty advisors, the team 
has recently undergone some 
changes, but members say it  seems 
to be as strong  as ever before.

One of Forensic Union’s  
new faculty advisors, Mr. Denby, 
stated that he is glad to have been 
chosen to direct Forensic Union. 

“Now that I have had time 
to get to know everything and 
get to know everybody, Forensic 
Union is a lot of fun,” he said.

��������ȱ����ȱ�������ȱ
��ȱ�����ȱ�������������

by Mark Sheehan ’16 by Isabel Kaufman ’17
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Heavy breathing: yoga emerges 
as popular sport on KO campus
by Sasha Bash ’17

A fast transition from warrior 
one pose to warrior two. Windmill 
your arms down and exhale. On the 
inhale, push from your shoulders 
into a plank for at least a minute. 
Curl your tailbone into a downward 
dog for the last part of the exercise.

Without any break, take a 
deep breath in, and touch your toes. 
Lift and lengthen on the exhale, 
and then bring your arms back to 
your chest while standing straight. 

From here, lower into a 
downward dog for almost 10 
minutes. While it might seem 
uncomfortable, use your breathing 
WR�¿QG�D�EDODQFH�EHWZHHQ�OHWWLQJ�
go and staying focused. This 
is the experience of yoga.

Although many people 
find KO’s newly offered sport, 
yoga, to be very easy and point-
less, it actually provides a 

hard and challenging workout. 
Requiring focus and strength, 
yoga has proven to be much 
PRUH�GLI¿FXOW�WKDQ�SHRSOH�H[SHFW�

 Many of the students partic-
ipating in yoga were pleasantly 
surprised at the number of muscles 
WKDW�\RJD�ZRUNV��DQG�DW�KRZ�GLI¿-

Girls squash defeats competition 
and eyes New England title
by Kelly Maloney ’15

Improv ing  each  and 
every day on the court, the 
gir ls  vars i ty  squash team 
has leaped to a 4-3 record. 

The team has had some 
rough losses, only to come 
back with their heads high 
and work harder to get better. 

“We took those matches to 
regroup, adjust practices and to 
work on what we need to get better 
at,” said Head Coach Andrew Carr. 
“All that matters is the next game.”  

The team went to Hopkins 
playing in an eigh-team tournament 
and came in fourth place overall. 

Senior Co-captain Claudia 
8GROI�EDWWOHG�KHU�ZD\�WR�¿UVW�SODFH�
for the second year in a row, and 
did not even drop a game. “This 
tournament really represents how 
great of a year she is having,” said 
Coach Carr. “She has only lost 
two matches this year, that’s it.”

In  the  same tourna-
ment junior Co-captain Sophia 
Harrison came in second place 
for the number two bracket. 

Going into the Suffield 
Academy match, whom they 
played earlier in the season at a 
tournament and lost, they were 
hoping to have a better experience. 

8QIRUWXQDWHO\��6XI¿HOG�ZDV�
WRR�GLI¿FXOW�WR�EHDW�DW�WKHLU�KRPH�
court. Many games were close but 
in the end the Wyverns fell 7-0. 

Af te r  tha t  loss  they 
worked harder in practice and 
the next match the Wyverns 
competed against Pomfret School. 

They fought hard and won 
with an impressive score of 7-0. 
They are hoping to continue this 
hard work and their great results. 

“Everyone really likes 
to work hard in practice and 
give that extra push because 
we know it will benefit us in 
our matches,” said Harrison. 

The team is also helpful and 

encouraging to their teammates. 
“Our team is very good 

about cheering each other on. 
Having support from all your team-
PDWHV�PDNHV�¿JKWLQJ�IRU�WKH�SRLQW�
that much greater,” said Udolf. 

Some things that  the 
team is working on are not 
panicking in fast-paced matches. 

“When we get in fast-

paced matches we panic and 
don’t focus on the skills we are 
working on in practice,” said 
Coach Carr. “We are also working 
on our shots for when we play 
stronger and fast pace teams.” 

One of the many skills 
Coach Carr is emphasizing in 
practice is mixing their shots. 

Another thing they are 

working on in practice, according to 
Coach Carr is the tempo of practice 
so the pratices are more match-like. 

After losses,  “we get 
back on track because we were 
going through the motions at 
practices,” said Coach Carr. 

Udolf hopes that the hard 
work they put into practice will 
pay off in their match results.

One of the matches the team 
is looking forward to is the New 
England Tournament, which will 
take place at the end of February. 

“New Englands is where 
we could be playing two to 
three matches a day and we 
GRQ¶W�NQRZ�LI�WKH\�FRXOG�EH�¿YH��
game matches,” said Harrison. 

Coach Carr is working 
the girls hard because “being in 
better shape than your opponent 
is really key,” Harrison said.

Veteran returners playing 
high on the ladder include junior 
Corinne Florian and seniors 
Sarah Gianni and Allie Kyff.

On the team there are many 
XQGHUFODVVPHQ�¿OOLQJ�ODUJH�VKRHV�
from seniors who left last year. 

Some of these players include 
freshmen Nicole Galik, Julia Gold-
smith, and Cassie T-Pederson. 

“The freshmen are still 
working hard, getting better every 
day. A large part of why they are 
doing that is because they see 
the upper classmen doing the 
same thing,” said Coach Carr.

The team takes each 
match one at a time. “We only 
look to the next match and 
prepare for the team we are 
going to face,” Coach Carr said.

Junior Co-captain Sophia Harrison prepares to return a shot against her formidable opponent. (Photo by Rob Kyff)

“There have 
been people who 
have come to our 
classes and they 
are surprised.” 
  - Caitlin Hettrick

cult the different poses can be.
“There have been people 

who have come to our classes 
and they were surprised,” 

said senior Caitlin Hettrick. 
I t  i s  unde r s t andab le 

that others think differently. 
During the winter, people 

might be skating suicides during 
ice hockey practice or swim-
ming numerous laps in the pool 
during swim practice or running 
up and down the basketball court. 

Compared with other 
sports such as basketball , 
squash, swimming, ice hockey, 
and skiing, yoga could seem 
like a less demanding sport. 

However, most yoga students 
disagree with this statement. 

“Other students of more 
typical winter teams like swimming 
or basketball get mad when people 
say that their sport is easy, so when 
people say that yoga is easy we get 
mad too. It is just as much a sport 
as any of the other winter sports,” 
said senior Caitlin Hettrick. 

Staying in a yoga pose for 

more than two minutes sends 
pain to numerous muscles and 
can sometimes actually hurt. 

However, in yoga, students 
learn how to use their breath as a 
coping mechanism for the pain. 

Yoga is  the marriage 
between movement and breath. 
Controlling one’s own breath 
takes patience. Through focus in 
every class, students can build up 
their breathing skills, which further 
helps them in challenging poses.

“It’s really different from 
the other sport options and I’m 
glad that KO offers it, especially 
during the dreary, long winter 
months. It’s made it a lot easier  to 
get through these hard months,” 
said senior Natalie Goldstein

However, the focus and 
mental mind set needed during 
yoga is difficult. Furthermore, 
holding a pose and trying more 
ÀH[LEOH�PRYHV�LV�DOVR�FKDOOHQJLQJ��

“Yoga is a refreshing break 
during the day where you get 
someone who tells you this is your 
time to come into yourself. It is one 
of the few sports that is both physi-
cally and mentally challenging. It 
focuses on staying in the present 
moment and often our mind is 
in different places and it’s hard 
to stay focused,” said Goldstein.

The yoga students chal-
lenge anyone who thinks differ-
ently to actually attend a class and 
go through the yoga experience.

“People who have never tried 
yoga are really quick to assume that 
its easy, but they shouldn’t judge it 
until they have actually given it a 
try because it is such a challenging 
form of exercise,” said Hettrick.

Yoga enthusiasts truly 
agree that it is an intense 
sport. They don’t call those 
poses “warriors” for nothing.
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Boys hockey skates into 
second half of season 3-11
E\�*ULI¿Q�0DORQH\�¶��

The boys varsity hockey 
team traveled to rematch the 
Rye Country Day School last 
Wednesday and routed them again, 
boosting their record to 3-11.

On Jan. 29 the team beat 
RCDS 6-1 with a hat trick from 
freshman forward Chris Adam-
sons and goals from sophomore 
Kyle Keenan, sophomore Brendan 
Lantieri and junior Sam Kelly.

The team’s defense is 
one of the biggest strengths, 
according to the captains. 

This stalwart defense is 
made up of senior Co-captain 
Tyler DiFrancesco, sophomore 
AJ Przystawski, senior Matt 
Trevethan and junior Evan Sliker. 

The team has a strong 
defense that isn’t afraid to 
lay the wood. Junior Evan 
Sliker leads the team with hits.

“The fact that we are 
¿QGLQJ�RXU�JURRYH�LV�RXU�ELJJHVW�
strength,” said Head Coach Ben 
Adams. “Since we are starting 
to buy in to the system and gel, 
we are getting into our groove, 
also having success helps that.”

The team is led by junior 
Tristan Morin and Adamsons who 
both have 11 points in 14 games. 

Closely behind them are 
junior forward Bryant Aylward 
with 10 and Kelly with nine 
points .  DiFrancesco leads 
the defense with six points. 

A point in hockey is 
the total number of goals plus 
the total number of assists. 

“Kelly and Adamsons 
have been standout players in 
my eyes recently,” said senior 
Co-captain Connor Keenan.

The team struggles with 
giving consistent effort and scoring 
according to the captains and coach. 

“We don’t give consis-
tent effort for a full game,” said 
Coach Adams. “The effort comes 
in spurts, which are good, but we 
have been having trouble putting 
a full game worth together.”

The captains said that 
the biggest weakness of the 
squad is the offense and scoring.

“Scoring has been hard 
for us,” said DiFrancesco. “We, 
for the most part, run a good 
offense but we fail to capitalize.”

Keenan also addressed 
the scoring problem, saying, 
“We have been working on it by 
switching up lines and rotations 
to give us different chances.”

The RCDS game was a 

rematch against the team they 
beat on the unforgettable Hockey 
Night game Jan. 10. Brayton Rink 
exploded with excitement and 
noise during hockey night with 
students smashing thunder sticks 
together, screaming at the top of 
their lungs, and blowing vuvuzelas.

“The school does a great job 
with Hockey Night,” said Coach 
Adams. “It was an emotional night, 
but we loved being able to feed off 
the energy the crowd was bringing.”

The boys won 9-2 with goals 
IURP�$O\ZDUG��¿YH���.HOO\��WZR���
Adamsons (one), and Morin (one).

“It felt good to be a part 
of a hockey game that benefits 
hockey and Team Tobatí so 
greatly,” said Coach Adams.

DiFrancesco agreed with 
his coach. “It was good that we 
won so greatly and the atmo-
sphere was incredible,” he said.

The student section was 
rowdy and brought a pres-
ence of  a  “seventh man” 
on the ice during the game. 

Keenan was unable to play 
in his final Hockey Night due 
to a suspension. “I wish I could 
have played my last Hockey 
Night alongside my team and 
fellow co-captain,” said Keenan.       

 On Jan. 25 the team hosted 
Taft School and was tied 1-1 
through two periods, which is very 
good considering the talent Taft has 
this year. Alyward scored the goal.        

“We played very well 
against Taft,” said Coach Adams. 
“In the third period we gave them 
too many opportunities and they 
were able to capitalize on them.”

The team rotates between 
three goalies: junior Chris Carley, 
sophomore Zach Hoffman, 
and junior  Nick Bridges .

“All three goalies have 
contributed positively,” said 
&RDFK�$GDPV��³,�DP�YHU\�FRQ¿-
dent in our goaltending situation.”

Carley contributed his 
success in net to the defense. 
“They support me out there 
when I am in the net,” he said.        

 

Sophomore Kyle Keenan battles for the face off against number 20 on Rye Country Day School during Hockey Night  
(Photo by Chris Kasprak)

Boys squash hopes to persevere 
during a tough stretch of the season
by Gabe Wolman ’16

A young boys varsity 
squash has demonstrated a lot of 
potential despite their 1-4 record.

On Wednesday, Jan. 29, 
the team lost 7-0 to Canter-
bury School. Although the score 
was not close, the players said 
it was a competitive game. 

“The game on Wednesday 
was overall competitive, but we 
lost,” said junior Dan Miller.

The game before  that, 
against Millbrook School, was 
another competitive game, in 
which they were defeated 4-3. 

The team’s only victory 
this season came when they 
destroyed Portsmouth Abbey 7-0. 

The team has been competi-
tive in most of its games. 

“We are usually pretty even, 
except for a few teams like Avon 
Old Farms. We play against some 
really good players like Canter-
bury, which had a player from 

China that played very well against 
us,” said sophomore Josh Pugliese.

The biggest challenge is that 
there are no seniors on the team to 
provide leadership and experience. 

The oldest players on the 
team are juniors, and there are 
even a few Middle School players. 

Despite having such a 
young team, the Wyverns have 
been successful and have been 
competitive in almost all of their 
matches, even though some of the 
RYHUDOO�VFRUHV�GRQ¶W�UHÀHFW�WKLV��

“It has been a challenging 
season for the team, since we are 
very young, but I feel that the new 
coach has been very good and has 
helped us grow a lot. The most 
challenging part are the teams 
that we play, because we play 
against some of the best teams 
in New England,” said Miller. 

This year isn’t  about 
the wins and losses, but about 
improving as players, since there 
will be no seniors who graduate. 

“This year is really a devel-
opmental year, since we are so 
young. It is just about improving 
our skills,” said Pugliese.

There have been several 
players who have really improved. 

“Eighth grader Jack Lazor 
and junior Ryan Wetsman have 
grown the most. Lazor is in Middle 
School and Wetsman played No. 
8 eight or No. 7 last year, and 
this year he is our No. 4 player,” 
said junior Captain Joe Ravalese.

Rava lese  was  No.  3 
on the team, but now is the 
No. 1 player and the captain, 
which has been a big jump. 

“Having a young team 
means I have to play their best 
players, who are usually seniors 
and kids from other coun-
tries. It’s tough, but I’m getting 
a lot better,” said Ravalese.

Being a junior captain of such 
a young team with middle schoolers 
seems like a hard task, but it isn’t. 

“They are middle schoolers, 

so they have their ups and 
downs, but they love squash 
and are focused during practices 
and matches,” said Ravalese.

The biggest change to 
the team this year is the new 
Head Coach Robby Lingashi, 
who has received rave reviews. 

“He has been fantastic and 
knows a lot about the sport. He was 
seven years running as the No. 1 
player in Tanzania,” said Ravalese.

T h e  p r a c t i c e s  h e l p 
p l a y e r s  w o r k  o n  t h e 
weakest part of their games. 

“Coach makes it so prac-
tices are not communal and 
everyone is working on different 
skills. He makes players work 
on things they need to work on, 
which really helps us,” said Miller.

There is an excitement 
about next year for the players. 

“It’s promising because 
everyone is going to be on the 
team next year, since there are 
no seniors,” said Ravalese.

The top seven players on 
the squad are Ravalese, Lazor,  
Pugliese, Wetsman, freshman Ben 
Putterman, freshman Ryan Alba-
nesi, and junior Chris Marcello.

A l t h o u g h  t h e  t e a m 
is  not  winning now, they 
h a v e  a  b r i g h t  f u t u r e . 

“With such a young team 
there are advantages and disadvan-
tages,” said Pugliese. “It’s tough 
because we are not winning now, 
since we are competing against 
players that are much older than 
us. Also, the advantage is that 
facing such tough competition is 
making us better and we are all 
going to be here at least next year.” 

The Wyverns are preparing 
for their next few competitive 
games against the Pomfret, Kent, 
and Greens Farms Academy 
teams, while also looking forward 
to the New England Tourna-
ment at the end of the year. 

Young team looks forward to New Englands, success next year
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)UHVKPDQ�.DUD�6DQWRUR�¿UVW�
started playing ice hockey when she 
was 5-years old after she decided 
to branch out from roller hockey.

“My roller hockey coach 
and some of my friends wanted 
to try something new, so we 
all decided to take some Learn 
to Play Hockey sessions in 
Newington,” said Santoro.       

Those sessions soon turned 
into a tryout for a real hockey team 
during that same summer, and years 
later, a spot on the Kingswood 
Oxford hockey team. Santoro 
has spent many hours on the ice, 
but instead of her enjoyment of 

Players of the
Moment:

6HQLRU�'DQWH�&LRI¿�
and freshman Kara Santoro

by Taryn Braz ’14

6HQLRU�'DQWH�&LRI¿��3KRWR�E\�
Helena Roland’14) Freshman Kara Santoro (Photo by 

Helena Roland ’14)

Senior Dante Cioffi was 
��\HDUV�ROG�ZKHQ�KH�¿UVW�GHFLGHG�
to start playing basketball.

“I turned on a TV when I 
was little and saw Michael Jordan 
playing, and I decided that it would 
EH�D�IXQ�JDPH�WR�SOD\�´�VDLG�&LRI¿��

That early interest in the 
game of basketball sparked 
a long time interest in and 
love for the game that has 
stayed with Cioffi for years.

³&LRI¿¶V�WUXH�VSRUW�LV�IRRW-
ball, and in that sport, he plays 
the most important position of 
quarterback,”said Head Basketball 
Coach Durelle Brown. “It’s a huge 
role and he’s looked upon to be ‘Mr. 
Everything’ game in and game out. 
When he plays basketball, his role 
isn’t glamorous, but he understands 
that his job is to bring energy, 
intensity, and will to his team.” 

Going along with his 
FRDFK¶V�VWDWHPHQWV��&LRI¿�KLPVHOI�
considers his strengths to be his 
defense, and many of the intan-
gibles that can’t be written down 
in a stat book. “I try to make 
as many hustle plays as I can 
to help the team,” said Cioffi. 

Coach Brown agrees. “He 
encourages his teammates, he 
tells them the good and bad to help 

Dante 
���Ĝ

Kara 
Santoro

them bring their best to the team. 
He’s also a joker, so he brings a 
level of lightheartedness to the 
locker room, which makes for a 
great balance.” Just as motivating 
KLV�WHDP�FRPHV�HDVLO\�WR�&LRI¿��VR�
does the game of the basketball.

“I really like how fluid 
the game is. Everything is 
constantly moving, so there 
is not a lot of time to stop and 
collect yourself,” said Cioffi. 

Despite the hurried nature 
of basketball, Coach Brown 
FLWHV�&LRI¿¶V�GHPHDQRU�DV�RQH�RI�
the best intangibles about him.

“I’ve often said, if you 
walk into a game and Dante is 
playing, you would never know if 
his team is up 20 points or down 
20 points, or whether he’s having 
the game of his life or a subpar 
game by his standards,” said 
Coach Brown. “He’s always posi-
tive, he’s always intense with his 
energy and will, and he’s always 
willing to play till he’s exhausted.”

This unwavering consis-
tency was evident in the Wyverns’ 
¿UVW�JDPH�RI�WKH�.,7V�ZKHUH�WKH\�
played Rye Country Day School, 
and lost 57-50. Cioffi gave it 
his all, scoring seven points and 
grabbing eight rebounds in 12 
minutes of play, a performance 
that Coach Brown considers his 
EHVW�RQ�FRXUW�PHPRU\�RI�&LRI¿��

Coach Brown believes 
that not just the basketball 
team, but also all of the athletic 
teams, can learn from Cioffi.

“I believe, in a generation 
that doesn’t deal well when life 
doesn’t go as expected or planned, 
&LRI¿�SURYLGHV�D�JUHDW�PRGHO�WR�
aspire to,” he said. “If our sports 
culture at KO could adapt and 
embrace this demeanor, it would 
go a long way in changing our 
athletic culture going forward.” 

the game faltering, her love for 
hockey has only grown stronger.

“I stuck with hockey because 
I instantly fell in love with it, and 
I enjoy the game so much,” said 
Santoro. “When I step onto the 
ice it feels like the world around 
me gets put on hold, and all that 
matters is the game of hockey. It’s 
the greatest feeling in the world.” 

Like many other hockey 
players, Santoro acknowledges 
that hockey has become a life-
style that she willingly accepts. 

“My favorite thing about 
hockey would probably be the 
bonds and the friendships I’ve 
made over the years,” she said. “If 
I didn’t play hockey I wouldn’t 
know half the great people I know 
today, including my coaches.” 

San to ro ’s  t e ammates 
consider her speed and her 
consistent work ethic as some 
of  her  greatest  s t rengths .

“I’m not  the biggest 
one on the ice, so I have to be 
fast, and I use this speed to 
my advantage,” said Santoro.

Santoro still has three 
years left on the KO hockey 
team, but nevertheless, she is 
using this season to prepare 
herself for these next few years.

“Something I’d really 
like to improve on is my stick 
handling skills, and my ability to 

carry the puck up the ice better,” 
said Santoro. “My personal 
goals include improving these 
stick skills and getting more 
shots on goal. I also want to 
make sure that I am always 
giving my best effort on the ice.” 

This is Santoro’s second year 
on the hockey team, and so she is 
able to bring extra experience and 
leadership to the fellow younger 
players. This year especially, 
Santoro hopes to bring some of this 
SUR¿FLHQF\�WR�WKH�UHVW�RI�KHU�WHDP�

“ I  r e a l l y  w a n t  t o 
encourage the positive atti-
tude of the team, whether it’s 
in the locker room, on the ice, 
or on the bench,” said Santoro. 

Even though the Wyverns 
are having a bit of a down year 
this season, Santoro is still 
thankful for the opportunity 
she has to play on the team.

“I’m so glad to have been part 
of the Kingswood Oxford hockey 
team for two years now,” said 
Santoro. “Coming into the team as 
an eighth grader and continuing as 
a freshman, it’s truly been great to 
have the older girls support. They 
have become my second family.” 

Next year, the Wyverns 
will have a strong core of young, 
returning players, including 
Santoro, who will anchor the team. 

“She’s a great example 
of how anyone can be a leader, 
not just seniors,” said senior 
Co-captain Naomi Letourneau. 

Swimming and diving makes 
waves in the racing lanes
by Abigail Mancinelli ’14

The Kingswood Oxford 
boys and girls swimming and 
diving teams continue to be 
the strong and competitive 
athletes they are known as. 

Led by senior captains Matt 
Luther, Will Martin, Mike Barry, 
Samantha Pinkes and Callie Miles, 
as well as a core group of strong 
upperclassmen, the swim team is 
currently competing for spots in the 
Founders League Championship 
and New England Championship.

The team is led by a strong 
coaching staff of all KO faculty 
members. “They are making a great 
season out of what could have been 
really unorganized,” Miles says.  

Senior Warren Hadley 
praised the coaches as well. 

“Being there for my first year 
means I’m not expected to be a 
particularly determining factor 
in the meets, so I can focus on 
improving week to week. The 
coaches have helped me a lot 
with that improvement,” he said. 

Hadley is  among the 
large group of newcomers 
that joined the team this year. 

There is also a strong 
group of returners to help out the 
newcomers. “The senior non-
captains step up to distribute 
l eadersh ip ,”  says  Luther. 

Senior  Mary Lessard 
agrees. “A lot of the freshmen 
who were strong last year are 
getting even better, so it is making 
for a strong underclassmen team. 
We have a lot of new swimmers 
like junior Lauren Cooper who 

contribute a lot to the team.”
The  swim t eam has 

faced a  handful  of  chal -
lenges this year,  however. 

“It has been really tough 
because we just have not had the 
same pool time we usually do. 
Given that, I think we’ve been 
doing a really good job with our 
races and training regardless 
of how much time we actually 
spend in the pool,” says Miles.

Lessard said that the toughest 
meet of their season is only ahead 
of the team. “Founders is histori-
cally not a great meet for us 
because it is against a lot of schools 
that are much bigger and able to 
UHFUXLW�IRU�VZLPPLQJ��:H�ZLOO�GH¿-
nitely have some good competitive 
races, but overall New Englands 
is where we will most likely be 

more successful,” said Lessard. 
However, there have been 

many competitive meets for the 
girls, such as Williston, Wilbraham 
and Munson, and Miss Porter’s.

The  boys  have  been 
particularly successful this 
season, as in previous years. 

“The boys have only lost one 
meet so far, which is excellent,” 
says Hadley. “It is one of the biggest 
teams they have had in recent years 
so there is a lot more team spirit 
that has been created from a fun 
and challenging environment.” 

Luther agrees. “We have 
been swimming really well all 
season, and we have won every 
meet except for one against a 
very competitive Kent team, 
so we are definitely looking 
forward to New Englands.” 

The success of many seniors 
on the team plans to be carried over 
into college. Luther has committed 
to Fordham, and Pinkes and 
Miles both plan to pursue swim-
ming at the college level as well.

“We could use some support 
at New Englands in March. We 
swim against a lot of schools 
closer to our size. Last year the 
girls placed second, and we’re 
hoping to do that again. I think 
the guys also have a really good 
shot at doing well,” says Lessard.

Miles is also optimistic. 
“It’s definitely at our level and 
ends up being a really exciting 
meet. It would be so great to have 
support for the people who quali-
¿HG��DQG�ZH�ZRXOG�ORYH�WR�EULQJ�
home some awards and represent 
our school well,” said Miles.” 
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Ski team hopes to race to success at 
�� ȱ��������ȱ��ȱę����ȱ�����ȱ������
by Aly Brown ’15

The ski team has started 
their final season by swooshing 
down the mountain with tumul-
tuous speed, but their record 
GRHVQ¶W�UHÀHFW�WKH�ZRUN�WKH\�SXW�LQ��

The biggest challenge 
has been the lack of racers 
and the fact that some of 
their racers have gotten sick. 

“Even though we have had 
people rank really high, we haven’t 
been able to rank high in the race 
because of those empty slots,” said 
junior Co-captain Emily Lowit.

Due to sicknesses, the team 
sometimes races with only four 
people, making it nearly impossible 
to do well. Since it is a small team 
of racers and the scoring counts the 
WRS�VL[��WKH�WHDP�DOZD\V�VDFUL¿FHV�
D�'1)��GLG�QRW�¿QLVK���ZKLFK�JRHV�
LQWR�WKH�¿QDO�VFRULQJ��7KH�WHDP��
consisting of seven members, has 
been working hard, “since before 
they stepped foot on the snow in 

the weight room,” said Lowit.
The team practices every 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 
and they race on Wednesdays. 
“When they are not able to practice, 
WKH�WHDP�ZRUNV�RQ�VWUHQJWK��¿WQHVV�
and agility,” said Coach Jonathan 
David. “Because of the nature of 
team scoring, it is a team event.”

Coach David said freshman 
Nina Pennoyer is the squad’s best 
racer. Despite the fact that they do 
not have as many racers as they 
would like to have, the team tries 
to stay hopeful and stays positive. 

³$V�D�JURXS�ZH�¿QLVK�FORVH�
together,” said Coach David.

Because it is an individual 
race, one might expect there to be 
competition within the team, but 
junior Co-captain Ben Burke said, 
“It is a pretty relaxed dynamic 
in which we are not directly 
competing against each other.” 

Coach  Dav id  agreed 
with Burke, “I try to make a 
point about leaving school 

politics at school,” he said. 
The team participates in 

two different types of races: the 
slalom and the giant slalom. The 
gates in slalom races are set 14 
meters apart and the gates in giant 
slalom are set 24-26 meters apart.

“The decision of who races 
in which race is based on results 
and ability,” said Coach David. 
“Pennoyer by default is a leader, 
even though she is a freshman.”

The distance of the races is 
the one aspect that the members 
do not  part icularly enjoy. 

“For every away race we have 
to leave class early and practices 
are 45 minutes away,” said Lowit.

Even though it is not the 
team’s favorite part of the ski 
team experience they stay opti-
mistic. “It’s the nature of the sport 
because skiing isn’t the type of 
sport that you can just go to the 
gym for, so it’s kind of cool that we 
get to travel so much,” said Lowit. 

Pennoyer agreed with 

Lowit about the long bus rides, 
saying, “It is a big time commit-
ment but it’s worth it because 
the team is really close.”

The team has skied in 
four races so far. “The third 
race was tough,” said Burke.

“Our next race will be 
a  giant  s lalom champion-
ship, where we will have to 
race varsi ty,” said Lowit . 

The race following that 
will be New Englands. “It will 
be in New Hampshire, and we 
will have to spend the whole day 
at the mountain,” said Lowit. 
“New Englands is definitely 
my favorite race of the season 
because we get two days dedi-
cated to living the ski race culture. 
It’s cool having the entire moun-
tain to ourselves for this race.”

Team members say they 
really appreciates all that their 
coach has done for them. “Coach 
has taught me a lot,” said Pennoyer.

“He tries to get us out there 

for as long as he can,” said Burke.
“ I t  i s  g r e a t  h o w 

supportive he is,” said Lowit.
The support system of 

Coach David translates over 
to how the team members act.  

“I’m real ly  proud of 
Nina” said Lowit. “When you’re 
competing with these tall, intimi-
dating senior racers and you’re 
a freshman, that’s kind of over-
whelming, so I’m really proud of 
her. Also, Burke did two different 
ski programs on the off season 
where he went out west and trained 
with coaches at Mount Hood and 
somewhere in Colorado. He has 
GH¿QLWHO\�LPSURYHG�D�WUHPHQGRXV�
amount since last season and I think 
that individually we can do well.”

Burke said that Lowit and 
junior Peter Baczyk have improved 
incredibly so far this year.”

Wi t h  N e w  E n g l a n d s 
around the corner, this well-
rounded team is looking forward 
to finishing their season strong.

Girls basketball continues to 
shoot for success on the court

The 2013-2014 varsity 
girls basketball team sports a 
strong record of 5-7, and, with a 
month left of the season, the team 
KRSHV�WR�¿QLVK�ZLWK�D������UHFRUG��

Head Coach Kim Iaco-
vazzi said that senior Captain 
Helena Roland has excelled in 
her duty as a captain, “Roland is 
an amazing captain that will be 
a tough act to follow,” she said. 

Along with Coach Iacovazzi, 
Assistant Coaches Nicole Blake 
and Judy Bailey lead the team. Both 
Coach Iacovazzi and Coach Blake 
are off-campus coaches who have 
made a large impact on the team. 

“I love their dedication. 
They have pushed us to a whole 
new limit that we have never been 
pushed to before,” Roland said. 

On Saturday, Jan. 18, the 
team traveled to Watkinson, and lost 
in a nail-biting game with a score 
of 63-58. Freshman Madison Kalk-
stein had a superb game, coming 
out with a career high of 25 points. 

“At half time we were up 
by a little, but Watkinson then 
came back to win the game. It 
was a tough loss but the girls 
shot well,” said Coach Iacovazzi. 

On  Wednesday,  J an . 
22, the team traveled again to 
Hotchkiss, losing another tough 
game, ending with a score of 
68-55. The starting freshmen, 
Kalkstein, Kayla Glemaud, and 
Kelly Carucci, led the team 
with their scoring capabilities.  

“We have great freshmen 
leadership this year. Kalk-
stein scores 15-plus points a 
game, Glemaud averages 10-12 

rebounds a game, and Carucci 
does a great job at point guard 
and shooting guard,” Roland said. 

After two tough losses KO 
went to Westminster on Jan. 25, 
and came out with an amazing 
winning score of 56-47. The team 
came out strong pressing full court 
and looking to break every time 

by Corinne Florian ’15

WKH\�JRW�WKH�FKDQFH��:LWK�¿YH�WR�
six minutes left, the team got up by 
¿YH�WKHQ�LQFUHDVHG�WKDW�OHDG�WR�QLQH�
before the buzzer ended the game.

“Carucci shut down West-
minster’s three-point shooter, 
and sophomore Jeanna Willis 
had a solid game with nice 
drives to the basket, and a key 

offensive rebound in the last 2 
minutes,” Coach Bailey said.

Roland also had an amazing  
game, scoring 16 points, as well 
as Glemaud who played aggres-
sive defense causing Westmin-
ster to create multiple turnovers. 

“We have a core of talented 
players on the team with a lot of 

basketball experience,” Coach 
Bailey said. “We are young and the 
playing experience our freshmen 
and sophomores are getting 
will only lead to good things 
for the future of the program.”

On Jan. 29, the girls 
played Millbrook, coming out 
on top with a score of 52-32. 

“We have a history of beating 
them, but we wanted to go in with 
the mentality that it was going to 
be a challenging game, which is 
what made our team play so well,” 
said senior Abigail Mancinelli. 

Roland said that the goal for 
this season is to beat their record 
from last year, as well as making 
sure the team has great chemistry 
and good bonding experiences. 

“Since it is my senior year, 
I want to be close with all of the 
girls, so when I come back to 
watch them play I can have eight 
girls waiting for me,” she said. 

Junior  guard Meghan 
Kennedy is optimistic about a 
�����VHDVRQ��³:H�GH¿QLWHO\�KDYH�
potential to come out with a 
winning season because we know 
what we need to work on in order 
to be successful with the next few 
games in the season,” she said.

Coach Iacovazzi said she 
thinks that, in order to have a 
strong team, conditioning is vital.

“I am a big believer in condi-
tioning. It’s a very fast paced game, 
so all of our drills incorporate 
running to some extent,” she said.

The team is most excited 
for  the i r  upcoming game 
against Pomfret on Friday Feb. 
14, which is their senior day. 

Freshman Madi Kalkstein pulls up for a three-pointer against the Millbrook School. (Photo by Lisa Roland )
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Girls varsity ice hockey looking 
to light the lamp in the future
by Jack Beckerman ’15

Despite solid defense 
and superb goal tending, the 
girls hockey team has had a 
troubling start to their season. 
However, the team’s 0-9-2 record 
doesn’t come close to repre-
senting the girls’ efforts or skills.

Converse ly,  a  recent 
game against Millbrook School 
finally began to demonstrate 
what the team is capable of. 

KO entered the third and 
¿QDO�SHULRG�RI�SOD\�KROGLQJ�RQWR�
a 1-0 lead against a very formi-
dable Millbrook opponent, who 
boasted a 10-3-1 record. Unfor-
tunately, Millbrook proved to 
be too much, scoring with 9:00 
left and 3:00 left, on two “some-
what miraculous goals” as Head 
Coach John Hissick described 
them, to outscore the Wyverns 2-1.

Although the outcome of 
the game wasn’t the one the team 
would have liked to have, both 
coaches admitted that this was the 
best they had seen the girls play. 

“Millbrook is No. 1 in all 
of Division 2 prep,” explained 
Coach  Hi s s i ck ,  “and  we 
played well enough to win.” 

Assistant Coach CJ Kenney 
added that the team “finally 
committed to the systems and 
team play. The first line played 
really well, and the defense 
had a good game as well.” 

Perhaps the greatest aspect 
of the team that not only helped 
KO play so well against Mill-

brook, but also has been the reason 
for such close games throughout 
the season, is the goaltending. 

Wi t h  s e n i o r  A m b e r 
Greene in net, there is rarely a 
game that can be said to be over 
before the final buzzer sounds. 

Millbrook has the No. 1 
scorer in all New England (with 
an average of 2.5 goals per game), 
and along with the resilient play 
of the defense, Greene held her 
to only one goal while racking 

up over 40 saves in the process. 
The coaches and players 

agree that Greene has been the 
standout player on the ice this year.

An obvious strength of 
the team this year is Greene, 
who is ranked as the second 
best goalie in New England 
with a .941 save percentage.

Other than Greene though, 
Coach Hissick mentioned that 
team strengths included the team’s 
defense and ability to skate with 

the better teams in New England. 
Coach Kenney stated that she has 
been impressed with the newfound 
strength of team focus and prepara-
tion before games. Both coaches 
however, wanted to talk more 
about what they are working 
on to get stronger as a team. 

Coach Hissick acknowl-
edged that weaknesses of the 
team are scoring goals and the 
consistency of the offense, while 
Kenney revealed that the team 

is “inconsistent in being disci-
plined in our systems” and that 
WKH\�³ORVH�FRQ¿GHQFH�DQG�LQWHQ-
VLW\�DIWHU�WKH�¿UVW�RSSRQHQW�JRDO�´�

The trend of a need for better 
offense continued in the players’ 
mind as well. Senior Co-captain 
Naomi Letourneau and sophomore 
forward Nicole Demers agreed 
that the offense needs to “try to 
move the puck better on offense 
with crisper tape to tape passes, 
and that the team as a whole needs 
to have better vision on the ice.”

With  the  weaknesses 
primarily being attributed to the 
offense, it is no surprise that prac-
tices have been geared more toward-
sthat aspect of the team’s game. 

“In practice we have been 
working on break outs, neutral zone 
SOD\��RIIHQVLYH�ÀRZ��DQG�WKH�SRZHU�
play,” explained Coach Hissick, 
“which we really need to capi-
talize on in games to get a victory.”

With games against North-
field Mount Hermon School 
(7-13-2) yesterday and at Gunnery 
School (12-2-0) at 2 p.m. this  
Saturday, the team is looking 
to capitalize on their newfound 
intensity and bring to the ice what 
they have been working on in prac-
tice to end their victory drought. 

The team is very young; 
having a total of only six upper-
classmen (four seniors and two 
juniors) and two Middle School 
students, Coach Hissick’s said 
that one of his main objectives 
is to “continue to strengthen 
the program and players, with 

Sophomores Erin Persico (left) and Nicole Demers (right) battle in the Canterbury zone. (Photo by Helena Roland ’14)
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despite discouraging season
by J’Ron Barrett ’15

Coming off of a very forget-
table 2012-2013 campaign, the 
ER\V�YDUVLW\�EDVNHWEDOO�WHDP�¿QGV�
themselves in a very similar posi-
tion this year. At the midpoint 
of the season, the boys are 1-13. 

The boys  k icked off 
the new season with a loss to 
a very strong team in Noble 
a n d  G r e e n o u g h  S c h o o l . 

The  boys  even tua l ly 
bounced back a few games 
later, beating former Wyvern 
Willie Baron on the Watkinson 
team, scoring 77-67 on the road 
in a very hostile environment. 

For all but three players, it 
ZDV�WKH�WHDP¶V�¿UVW�YDUVLW\�ZLQ�DW�
KO. It was a morale booster for the 
team as they went into the 51st KITs. 

,Q�WKH�¿UVW�URXQG�RI�WKH�.,7V��
the team faced Rye Country Day 
School, who was 4-1 at the time. 

Even though the game 
went down to the final seconds 
of the game, KO lost 57-50.  Also 
losing the next day, the team 
knew they needed to do more.  

After the KITs, the team 
lost in a very decisive fashion 
to an experienced Hotchkiss, 
and a very tough Pomfret team. 

Second year Head Coach 
Durelle Brown said he is proud 
of the steps the team is taking, but 
notes a lack of competitive instinct.  

“What our coaching staff 
really hopes that our program as 
a culture changes is the willing-
ness to compete. To compete 

sounds easy, but it’s harder than 
you think,” said Coach Brown. 

Senior Co-captain guard 
Griffin Maloney agreed. “We 
all work hard in practice and 
we need to translate that into a 
game situation,” he said. “The 
team needs to work on consis-
tency with the effort we bring 
DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ÀRRU�´�

These expectations were 
met very quickly. Despite losing 

to both Westminster and Gunnery, 
the team was competitive until the 
end, losing by a margin of 8 or less. 

Coach Brown was particu-
larly happy with the way his team 
played against Gunnery on the road.

³2XU�¿UVW�JRDO�ZDV�WR�VKRRW�
better than 70 percent from the 
foul line in games. We went 14-14 
as a team. We preach family, 
team, and togetherness, and vs 
Gunnery, we had 16 assists to 
our 16 field goals, which was 
incredible,” said Coach Brown. 

For seniors Maloney, John 
Stepensky, Reid Collins, and 
Kevin Ruffee, this being the last 
year for them to play competitive 
basketball, the season is not what 
they envisioned. But, the team is 
taking steps in the right direction.  

“This year has been a little 
rough when it comes to wins and 
losses, but I feel like the team is 
really getting better and everyone 
is improving as basketball 
players,” said junior Co-captain 
f o r w a r d  Z a c k  G o l d m a n . 

Goldman also said he was 
proud of everyone for not getting 

down on themselves after not seeing 
all of the results that they wanted. 

The team continues to make 
strides in the right direction, with 
next year in the forefront. The team 
has seen drastic improvements 
from junior guard TJ Nesbit and 
sophomore guard Isaiah Wright. 

The team also has high 
hopes for sophomores Brycen 
Harris, Richard Woods, and Vinz 
Umali going into next season.  

7KH�ER\V�KRSH�WR�¿QLVK�WKH�
rest of their season strong, while 
tough competition is awaiting. 

With Loomis Chaffee, Kent, 
Millbrook, and Canterbury coming 
up, the team has a lot on their plate.  
Coach Brown said he hopes the 
team will give their maximum 
effort for each other, whether the 
opposing team is better or not.  

“Every th ing  i s  r e l a -
tive, and if you compete at a 
high level, good fortunes will 
come of it,” said Coach Brown.  

Hopefully the boys will 
find their identity as a team, 
and finish out the rest of the 
2013-2014 season with a bang.

Senior Reid Collins looks to pass. (Photo by Ben Roland ’17)


