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Goldfarb speaker McNary inspires 
students to pursue their passions
by Kiki Thorington ’13

On Friday, March 1, KO 
welcomed back 1980 alumnus 
John McNary as this year’s speaker 
in the Goldfarb Speaker Series.

The Harry E. Goldfarb 
Speaker Series began in 2010 
after being created by former 
KO student  William H. Gold-
farb, Class of ’64, and his brother 
Robert B. Goldfarb, in honor of 
their late father Harry E. Goldfarb. 

Each year the Goldfarb 
Series invites a graduate who has 
developed a career in math, science 
or technology to speak to KO in the 
hopes of inspiring students to enter 
the fields of math and science.

Mr. McNary, who works 
for the Nassal Company based in 
Orlando, has built hospitals, hotels 
and theme parks. Though he is 
known for his latest involvment in 
building The Wizarding World of 
Harry Potter at Universal Studios, 
Mr. McNary said he started as 
just an average student at KO. 

“I was just a middle-of-
the-road KO student,” said Mr. 
McNary. “I didn’t win any prizes 
or a become a senior prefect,” he 
said. While at KO, Mr. McNary 
was taught by history teacher Scott 
Dunbar and former faculty member 
and math teacher Joel Lorden. 

After graduating from KO, 
Mr. McNary went onto Union 
College where he majored in civil 
engineering. As he moved toward 
his career path, he said it was 
important to him that he remain 
hands on with the building process.

“I never wanted to be in 
the office sketching,” he said. 
“I wanted to be out on the 

sites seeing things happen.” 
In the beginning of his 

career as a civil engineer, he 
worked on building schools and 
hospitals. However, his career 
took a change of pace when 
he helped design Foxwoods 
Resort Casino in Ledyard, Conn. 

“Foxwoods was a pivotal 
moment in my career,” said Mr. 

McNary. “It was the first experi-
ence where I actually enjoyed what 
I was doing.”After Foxwoods, 
Mr. McNary continued to build 
resorts and hotels, which even 
brought him to the Bahamas. 
However, after the September 
11, 2001 attacks Mr. McNary’s 
exciting career was put on hold.

“People became more 
reluctant to travel, so I moved 
toward criminal justice and began 
building jails in Florida,” said 
Mr. McNary. He joked about the 
parallel between designing facili-
ties for vacationing guests and 
prisons for involuntary “guests.”

Mr. McNary’s most exciting 
job came in 2007 when he was 
offered a chance to construct 
The Wizarding World of Harry 
Potter at Universal Parks in 
Orlando, Fla.. The process of 
creating the Potter theme took 
three years to complete, including 
one year of planning alone.

“Our job was to create a 
Harry Potter reality,” said Mr. 
McNary. “These places are 
truly a work of art, and it was 
our responsibility to create an 
environment where the guest 
doesn’t know where they are.”

Mr. McNary encouraged 
students to think about their 
passions and develop their own 

goals. “If your goals don’t have 
meaning, they are worthless,” said 
Mr. McNary. “Use your passions 
to set your goals and it will 
steer you in the right direction.”

Mr. McNary’s speech was 
well received by KO students. “I 
thought he was pretty interesting” 
said senior Lauren Goldman. 
“Often when students hear 
science and technology speaker 
we don’t get very excited, but I 
think his work on Harry Potter 
made a lot of people listen.”

Junior Shravya Rao agreed 
that the students enjoyed hearing 
about Mr. McNary’s work on 
the Harry Potter theme park.

“Harry Potter was defi-
nitely cool, and I know a lot of 
people enjoyed it,” said Shravya. 
“But I also think he had some 
good messages. He showed that 
you don’t have to be a perfect 
student to be successful, which I 
think many kids could relate to.”

Before he left, Mr. McNary 
again emphasized the importance 
of letting one’s passions guide 
them. “I had no idea when I grad-
uated from KO in 1980 that my 
interests or my education would 
lead me to where I am today,” Mr. 
McNary said, “but I have followed 
my passion and my dreams and 
am exactly where I want to be.” 

Cum Laude honors exemplary students
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by Will Martin ’14

John McNary, KO Class of 1980, delivers the Goldfarb Series lecture to an 
all-school assembly last Friday. (Photo by Garrett Meccariello ’13)

On Tuesday, Feb.  26, KO 
held a reception for the newly 
inducted members of the Cum 
Laude Society in the form of 
the annual Cum Laude Dinner. 
Twelve members of Kingswood 
Oxford’s senior class were 
welcomed to the prestigious 
society during the ceremony and 
attended a dinner and speech 
from a KO alumnus, Tyler Polk.

The Cum Laude Society 
is a group of seniors who are 
not only in the top 20 percent of 

their class academically but also 
exhibit qualities of good citi-
zenship. These students were 
seniors Caley Henderson, Lauren 
Goldman, Brooke Goldsmith, 
Brenda Winn, Spencer Murray, 
Mark Toubman, Austin Williams, 
Joe Rogus, Andrew Sikora, 
Jake Waskowitz, Sam Hammer, 
and Shane Carroll. 

History Department Chair of 
and president of the Cum Laude 
Society Ann Serow said the dinner 
was very similar to previous years, 
yet was still just as exciting as the 
former ceremonies. “There was a 

reception at 6 [p.m.],” she said. 
“We were done by 7:30 [p.m.], 
maybe quarter to 8 at the latest.”

Dr. Serow said that after 
the parents arrived to the recep-
tion in the library, the new 
inductees stood as a group for all 
of the parents to take pictures. “We 
threw them up against the wall 
for mass photography,” she said. 

After this photography 
segment, there were a few words 
given by Head of School, Dennis 
Bisgaard, before the actual dinner 
portion of the event. “Then we 
went to a scrumptious dinner,” Dr. 

Serow said. After the dinner, Mr. 
Polk delivered a speech, giving 
advice to the seniors being inducted 
into the Cum Laude Society. 

Dr. Serow said that his 

“It was a very 
special night cele-
brating the hard 
work we put in.”
- Spencer Murray

speech was fun, yet serious, as 
was the rest of the evening. “The 
parents were happy, the kids 
were happy, I was happy,” she 
said. “We’re already thinking 
about next year’s [ceremony].”

The inductees voiced similar 
opinions of the evening. “It was a 
very special night celebrating the 
hard work we did and put in,” 
said Spencer. He also mentioned 
how ironic and fitting it was for 
the reception to be held in the 
library. “The night started off in the 
library as an homage to the time 
we spent working there, “ he said. 
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by Grace Jarmoc ’14

Nemo breaks snow records at KO
As KO students and their families 

enjoyed two consecutive snow days, the 
buildings and grounds staff was hard at work 
clearing the campus for the return of school.

The school was swamped with over 
two feet of snow, which took three whole days 
to clean up and return it to its normal state.

Director of Buildings and Grounds 
Jim Michaud said the buildings and 
grounds staff prepared ahead of time 
for the impending storm, “We made 
sure all the equipment was ready – snow 
blowers, plows, salt and sand,” he said.

While the plan was for the snow 
removal to start on Friday, Mr. Michaud 
said that did not happen, as the storm 
was not letting up. The buildings and 
grounds staff stayed at the West Hart-
ford Inn on Friday and Saturday night 
while they waited to begin the clean up.

Mr. Michaud said the storm was 
worse than he originally thought, “We 
anticipated it but did not think it was 
going to be as bad as it was. It was one of 
the worst storms we have seen,” he said.

When clearing the campus of snow, 
Mr. Michaud said one crew of workers started 

work near Trout Brook and another started 
clearing near the upper circle by the cafeteria.

Mr. Michaud said shoveling was 
not an option due to the amount of snow. 
Instead, snow blowers were used to clear 
the campus of the snow. He said that KO 
has three snow blowers and three plows.

In addition to clearing the snow 
from sidewalks, steps and the parking 
lot, Mr. Michaud said they had to use 

salt after cleaning up to melt any ice. 
Mr. Michaud also said that, after 

plowing, some snow banks had to be removed, 
“We had to clear some areas in the parking 
lot to open space for parking,” he said. “We 
came back and cleaned handicap ramps too.”

While the KO buildings and 
grounds workers were clearing KO 
of snow, Mr. Michaud said KO had a 
contractor to watch the roofs around 

campus to make sure they did not cave in.
Fortunately, there was no significant 

damage to any KO buildings, Mr. Michaud 
said some of the asphalt curing in the parking 
lot did get thrown up. After the storm, 
a snow blower blade had to be replaced 
in addition to one having to be repaired.

As for calling snow days, Mr. 
Michaud said he usually gives Mr. Bisgaard 
his input on how the facilities look, then 
lets him make the decision from there.

Assistant Head of School for 
Student Life Carolyn McKee said the 
call for Friday’s snow day was made in 
advance because of the certainty of the 
storm and because almost all other schools 
in Connecticut were closing as well.

Ms. McKee also said that, when closing 
for a snow day, administrators have to think 
about students who have far commutes. Ms. 
McKee said she was thankful to the buildings 
and grounds men who cleared the campus of 
snow. “We have five buildings and grounds 
men who stay on top of the snow,” she said.

The snow day brought an added 
bonus for all students and faculty, “It 
provided some R and R,” Ms. McKee 
said. “The seniors enjoyed it because they 
were in the midst of writing their thesis.” 

Snowstorm Nemo sets snowfall records throughout Connecticut  (photo by Garrett Meccariello ’13)

Form 4 hypnotist fundraiser 
a big money‑making success

 Last Friday, hypnotist and come-
dian Jim Spinnato performed his act in the 
Roberts Theater as a fundraiser for Form 
Four. The show, which involved heavy audi-
ence participation, was attended by over 200 
people and earned the form a profit of over 
$700, which will go towards their prom.

A large percentage of the student 
body has probably seen a hypnotist perform 
at KO before, because this type of fund-
raiser is held every two to three years. 

“It’s a good fundraiser,” said Form 
Four Dean Kata Baker, “but we don’t want 
to do it to often.” Although James Mapes has 
been the go-to hypnotist in past years, the 
event organizers (Mrs. Baker and the Form 
parents Laurie Wetsman and Sue Whirty) 
decided to try Mr. Spinnato for a change.

From the start of the performance, 
Mr. Spinnato engaged every audience 
member by asking each of them to fold 
their hands while keeping their pointer 
fingers separated, and then telling them 
that there was a magnet between their two 
fingers. Students who were inspired to take 
the next step into hypnosis were invited 
onto the stage, and were weeded off one 
by one until only 14 remained on stage.

Mr. Spinnato would send the 
participants to sleep, and while they were 
sleeping, he would tell them that they 
were doing certain things, such as riding 
a motorcycle or playing in an orchestra. 
He would then wake the participants 
up, and the participants would do or 
become what Mr. Spinnato had suggested.

The crowd’s favorite suggestions 
were the ones that had the participants inter-
acting with members of the audience. In one 
scenario, one student weaved through rows 
of chairs calling after a dog named Fluffy, 
while another student became a laugh 
cop, yelling at and, on occasion, arresting 
people who were laughing too much. 

Another highlight of the evening was 
an act in which Mr. Spinnato told every 
participant that their favorite celebrity was 
in the audience. When the participants woke 
up, they saw everyone from Taylor Lautner 

by Molly Miller ’13 to Justin Timberlake to Selena Gomez in 
the audience, and some participants actu-
ally interacted with audience members 
while under the. impression that these audi-
ence members were actually celebrities.

Many members of the audience 
recorded videos of the show and posted them 
on Facebook, and some of the participants 
who are featured in these recordings have 
mixed feelings about them. One student 
who wished to not be identified explained 
that it’s better knowing that people aren’t 
lying to her about what she did while 
she was hypnotized, but it’s still creepy.

Other participants expressed feelings 
of shock and disbelief. “It was really weird 
to do completely ridiculous stuff and not 
remember it at all,” said freshman Emma 
Cowper, who performed as a jibberish-
speaking rapper while under hypnosis. 
“Seeing videos of myself is unreal,” she 
said. “I have no idea where I acquired my 
sudden rap talent and I cannot believe I 
just did that in front of a crowd of people.”

Overall, most audience members said 
they had a great experience. “I thought it 
was awesome,” said junior Victor Rosas-
Granda. “I would definitely come again.” 

Many of those who had seen Mr. Mapes 
perform in years past agreed that Mr. Spin-
nato was certainly different than Mr. Mapes, 
but he wasn’t necessarily better or worse. 

“I am a fan of James Mapes,” said 
theater director and teacher Lud Baldwin, 
who has seen about 15 hypnotist shows 
at KO. “I think that [Mr. Spinnato] did a 
fine job. Mr. Spinnato is more audience-
oriented; James Mapes is more polished.”

Some audience members seemed to 
prefer Mr. Spinnato’s style. “James Mapes 
had a great show which was interesting,” 
said senior Max Goldberg, “yet Mr. Spin-
nato knew exactly how to manipulate those 
he hypnotized to provide the funniest, most 
entertaining experience to the audience.”

Many people said they simply enjoyed 
the change of pace. “It was nice to see 
another act, because the old guy did the 
same show basically every year,” said senior 
Eric Moskowitz, “but I wouldn’t really say 
that [Mr. Spinnato] was better or worse.”

Buildings and grounds crew digs deep

by Sarah Gianni ’14

Forensic Union hosts, 
wins speaking tourney

The Forensic Union team poses next to a Wyvern after winning first place in the tournament they 

hosted last Sunday. (Photo by Rudy DeBerry ’13). 

O n  S u n d a y,  M a r c h  3 ,  t h e 
Forensic Union won its own annual 
speaking tournament for the fifth time. 

Twelve schools participated in the 
event  held in Seaverns.  The day consisted 
of speakers challenging one another in 
persuasive and after dinner speeches, as 
well as impromptu and ethical dilemmas.

KO did extremely well in the tour-
nament, with highlights including sopho-
more Ryan Wetsman placing third in after 
dinner speaking, sophomore Julianne 
DeAngelo placing first in all-around novice 
speaking, sophomore Katie Smith placing 
fourth in after dinner speaking, and junior 
Mahathi Kumar placing ninth in impromptu.  

 “Ryan, Julianne, Katie, and Mahathi 
got KO to be the first-place team overall, 
earning KO the Googins Cup,” said junior 
Sophie Kruger. “They all spoke excel-
lently, and it was great to have them 
representing the KO Forensic Union.”

“There was a lot of preparation 
leading up to the tournament,”  said Sophie,   

who helped prepare for the all-day tourna-
ment all the way up to its end on Sunday.  

“I came in on Saturday for about four 
hours to help Mrs. Repp and Ms. Lynch 
organize packets for judges, make ballots, 
and to make sure that everything was in 
place for the tournament the next day.” 

Registration for the teams took place on 
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m., followed by 
a brunch held in the cafeteria, and a meeting 
at 11:30 a.m. for debaters, judges, and timers.

“There are two events that competi-
tors must participate in, a prepared and 
unprepared speech,” said senior forensic 
union member Matt Khan.  “There are 
two options for each category of speech, 
and a debater can only compete in two.” 

Prepared speeches can either 
be a serious “persuasive” speech or a 
humorous “after dinner” piece.  Unpre-
pared speeches can be ei ther an 
impromptu speech, or an ethical dilemma.

The award ceremony for the speakers 
was held in in the late afternoon. “All of 
the debaters worked incredibly hard, and 
overall we were very successful,” said Matt.
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by Molly Miller ’13
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Now that spring break is upon the KO 
community, it is that time of year when many 
seniors realize how close graduation really 
is. After March, seniors are thrown into AP 
preparation, thoughts of prom and anticipa-
tion for the commencement ceremonies. 

The KO News knows that graduation 
at KO is rich in tradition, and after working so 
hard for years, seniors want to have as much 
tradition as possible. Last year at graduation 
however, the KO News noticed a tradition 
we have become accustomed to, missing. 

Normally, or at least for as long as any 
KO News senior editor can remember, Head 
of School Dennis Bisgaard has announced 
each graduate’s name and then handed them 
their diploma as they walk across the stage. 

However, last year, then Director 
of the Upper School and current English 
teacher Ron Monroe and former Dean of 
Student Life and current Assistant Head of 
School for Student Life Carolyn McKee took 
turns reading off the names of the graduates. 

Now, let it be clear that the KO 
News had no problem with this, and in 
fact, were pleased that these two impor-
tant figures around KO were able to 
participate more fully in graduation. 

However, because he is the Head 
of School, it seems much more fitting to 
have Mr. Bisgaard read off the names. He 
does such an incredible job learning who 
every student is during their time at KO 
that it is really an honor when finally, at 
graduation, he calls every graduate’s name. 

We have all heard stories about Mr. 
Bisgaard practicing the pronunciation of 
the names before the actual commence-
ment ceremony. Whether this is true or 
not, it is endearing to think that our Head 
of School, no matter how busy he is, really 
invests the time into learning the names. 

We are sure that Mr. Monroe and Ms. 
McKee may have done the same thing, but 
because they have so much more contact 
with students in everyday student life that 
learning how to pronounce each student’s 
name would not be as much of a task 
for them as it might be for Mr. Bisgaard.

Overall, while graduation is a beau-
tiful experience every year, the outgoing KO 
News senior editors would like to have the 
honor of receiving our well-deserved and 
well-earned diplomas after having our Head 
of School, Mr. Bisgaard, read out our names 
in front of our teachers, families, and friends.

I don’t remember the exact score, 
and I don’t remember which team we 
were up against, but Kingswood Oxford 
thirds volleyball must have been down 
by at least a few points when Coach 
Clapp gave us one of those intense pep 
talks that only he can properly give. 

As we stood in a circle, Coach Clapp 
turned to me and asked a question I didn’t 
really understand and wasn’t really prepared 
to answer as a freshman: “Molly, how are 
you going to leave your mark on KO?” 

I didn’t really see myself as the type 
who would leave a mark of any real signifi-
cance, and I’m not sure that I do now, either, 
but if I’m going to leave anything behind, I 
only have about two or so months to do it.

Having spent seven of the more 
pivotal years of my life on one campus, I 
feel that I should have at least a little bit 
of wisdom to offer. As one of the few 
students on campus who gets to have two 
half-page-length columns of her feel-
ings published and distributed to students, 
alumni, and prospective families once a 
month, I think I might even have a duty 
to share a little bit of what I’ve learned 
over the course of my seven years at KO. 

I know that this is where I should be 
telling you to immerse yourself in all that KO 
has to offer, and to load up on all of the expe-
riences you can to ensure that you make the 
most of your years here, but I can’t offer that 
advice in good conscience without a caveat: 
If your advisor tells you that you might 
regret the course load you sign up for at your 
next parent-teacher conference, definitely 
take his or her words into consideration. 

Don’t be too easy on yourself, but 
don’t take classes for the sake of having 
them on your transcript either. Be a little 
bit more selective about the challenges you 
take on, and really commit wholeheartedly 
to them. I know that it’s important to try to 
push yourself to be the best you can be, but 
the sad truth for most people is that we can’t 
do it all. Work as hard as you can, but don’t 
hate yourself for not achieving perfection.

In both middle and high school, a lot 
of students feel pressure to conform and fit 
in. Be willing to grow and adapt, but don’t 
change yourself to make someone else happy. 

You have to trust yourself, and 
trust that you are good enough. Even 

if you haven’t found your true passion 
yet, you probably have a fairly strong 
understanding of what feels right to you 
and what doesn’t; trust your instincts.

With that being said, don’t get too 
comfortable and only stick to what you’re 
familiar with. Even if you’re afraid that 
people will make fun of you for trying 
something new, remember that there are 
plenty of supportive people on campus, and 
in the long run, you will be rewarded for 
taking risks, even if you fail in the short run. 

If you don’t feel like you have 
enough support, just remember that 
you’re not the only one who feels that 
way. Remember these words from Dr. 
Seuss: “Be who you are and say what 
you feel because those who mind don’t 
matter, and those who matter don’t mind.” 

One of the perks of going to a small 
school is that you have the opportunity 
to get to know other people really well, 
but it’s also easy for some people to feel 
as if you have no one who they can relate 
to. If you feel like you don’t really fit 
in, try to focus on your long-term goals 
and remember that even the happiest 
people feel lost and insecure sometimes.

If teen movies and television shows 
have taught us anything, it’s that these 
are supposed to be the worst years of our 
lives, and it only gets better from here. I 
don’t think my “worst years” were really 
all that bad in the grand scheme of things. 

I’d be lying if I said that I didn’t 
feel ready to leave KO, but lately, I’ve 
been experiencing more and more 
moments that remind me of how much 
KO has changed me for the better.

I have to thank every teacher, coach, 
and friend I’ve had who has made me 
feel more comfortable with myself and 
my abilities. I have to thank the entire 
KO theater department for giving me a 
home base where I felt like I belonged. I 
have to thank my advisor, Mrs. Rosoff, 
for teaching me that laughing by yourself 
is way more fun than not laughing at all. 

Lastly, I have to thank every single 
dedicated reader (even those of you who are 
searching this sentence for typos and gram-
matical errors) for making all of the KO 
News staff’s hard work feel worthwhile. 
Have a great spring break, and stay gold. 

Receiving diplomas 
with honor

A wise man once said, “If at first you 
don’t succeed, try and try again.” Here at 
Kingswood Oxford we always try to do our 
best, and never give up. We are taught that, 
even if we are not the greatest in that field, 
we should still persevere, and yet a common 
theme among athletes this spring is quitting.

There have been many excuses made 
as to why people are quit. Some say they 
do not even like the sport, others say they 
are not very good, and many are quit-
ting because they either don’t get playing 
time or they simply don’t like the coach.

 While individually they might have 
good reasons why the are not continuing their 
sport, many reasons involve groups of people.

Quitting has become a chain reac-
tion. One friend says they do not want 
to play a certain sport, and before you 
know it, that entire friend group is 
not playing. People are basically just 
quitting depending on other people.

The KO News senior editors believe 
that people should not quit their sports due 
to any of these reasons. While we appreciate 
that some people may be quitting to pursue 
another passion in another sport or to broaden 
their athletic portfolios, quitting and joining 
KO fitness or taking a season off after already 
committing to a team isn’t what Wyverns do.

At KO, we preach the importance of 
leadership, integrity, and taking risks. Quit-
ting is going against all that KO believes in. 

For example, some seniors espe-
cially are quitting sports because they feel 
as though the senior spring and the senior 
slide would be more enjoyable without 
the commitment of a sport being there. 

On the contrary, the KO News 
believes that senior spring is one of the best 
times to commit to a sport. The pressure 
of schoolwork is mostly off, the weather 
is nice, and there’s no better time to fully 
commit to and participate in a team sport.

Furthermore, older students have a 
responsibility to be positive role-models 
for younger students. Younger students 
need to see that there are seniors who have 
stuck through sports through thick and 
thin to make it to where they are today. 

As parting words from the senior 
news staff, do not give up. Stay with 
whatever you may be doing because 
at the end, you will be sad it is over, but 
you’ll be glad that you stuck it out to the 
end and created great team memories. 

You will realize it was worth it, and 
the friendships you made will be long 
lasting. The memories you make with 
your teammates will forever be with you.

KO: not for qui-ers

How to make 
it count

Thanks to all 
of our loyal readers 

over the year!
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Moe’s new soda fountain of death

Before I get started, I 
would like to thank all of you for 
your support on the #NoEmoji 
campaign that I kicked off in 
the last edition of the KO News. 

Multiple people have come 
up to me, texted (should have just 
done it in person, we’re not in sixth 
grade any more), or tweeted (this 
is the best out of the three) at me 
and said they loved the article, 
which gave me a jovial (SAT 
vocabulary!) view of life for a day. 

To those who don’t have the 
decency or respect for this campaign 
and had the nerve to send me texts 
with multiple emoji’s in them, well 
I don’t know what to say to you. 

Actually, I do. You, my 
friend, are the reason why this 
society is not prospering to its full 
#NoEmoji ability. Also, to those 
who don’t respect this #NoEmoji 
campaign, your grandkids are 
going to be reading about it in Mr. 
Jones’ history class (yes, he still 
will be working here) one day so 
you better get on the train because 
it’s leaving town any second. 

As most of you are aware, 
last Tuesday marked the re-opening 
of Moe’s right across the street in 
Blue Back Square. For some odd 
reason the re-opening of this (in 
my mind) overrated restaurant, 
was received as if Justin Bieber 
(yes, that guy who recently smoked 

marijuana and broke the Beliebers’ 
hearts) was going to eat a Joey 
Bag-Of-Donuts in there with you 
and you guys would share some 
queso and double dip together! 

Going to this event also gave 
joy to multiple kids who were 
walking around the campus with 
the FREE Moe’s shirt, like it was 
a trophy they had won for saving 
someone’s life who fell from the top 
of the Empire State Building (yes, 
I had to be over-dramatic there).

But I have one problem with 
Moe’s, rather than its overrated 
burritos, and that is its new way 
of providing drinks to its beloved 
customers. If you have not been to 
the “new” Moe’s, it has put in a 
new soda fountain that is similar 
to the one at Five Guys, where 
there is a touch screen and you 
have multiple options, instead 
of the old-school, five-option 
ones you see across America. 

Obviously Moe’s wanted to 
make themselves feel special, like 
the youngest kid in the family of six 
children, when he or she decides to 
give himself a Mohawk one day to 
stand out. Well Moe’s has found 
itself in a very similar situation. 

The idiotic part to this soda 
fountain is that it has only one; let 
me repeat that, ONE dispenser; so 
only one person can go at a time. 
This is beyond frustrating and 
disheartening, which is backed 
by this first-hand experience. 

Last Saturday night I walked 
into Moe’s and waited in line for 
a solid 10 minutes for my burrito, 
which I later felt ashamed about, 
but you know, whatever. After 
I finally got to the register and 
paid for my food, I was ready to 
devour that burrito I just ordered 
with a nice root beer in my left 
hand to help me chow it down. 

But no, little did I know 
what was in store for me, a SIX-
MINUTE adventure of waiting in 
line for a drink behind a family of 
three, who would just not shut up or 
operate like regular human beings. 

After waiting for three to 
four minutes (sorry don’t know 
the exact time, forgot my handy 
dandy stopwatch at home), I was 
finally next in line for my root 
beer I had been craving all day, 
and to sit down and eat my burrito 
(alone, yes, I repeat I was going to 
eat my burrito alone in a restaurant 
full of laughing couples and fami-
lies, alone. I know, I’m a loser). 

This family of three ripped 
out my heart and denied me this 
dream for an extra four minutes. 
The family consisted of a mother 
and two young boys (if I had to 
guess they were six years old and 
four years old), who had cut me 
earlier in the line because the mother 
described to me that they “had a 
long day” and “were in a rush.” 

Whatever  tha t  meant 
I didn’t know, but I let them 

go ahead. This was one of the 
worst decisions of my short life.

These kids turned out to be 
complete brats. They get up to the 
soda fountain of death, and their 
mother takes it as an opportunity for 
some reason to educate her kids on 
touch screens and how they work. 

It was sort of fascinating to 
me for about nine whole seconds, 
than I realized that she was 
teaching this to kids at kinder-
garten level. After the mother’s 
little educational minute was over, 
it was on to the journey of what 
felt like a lifetime for her children 
to pick what drink they wanted. 

First, both of them wanted 
Coke, but the mother disagreed 
based upon the high levels of 
caffeine, which is understand-
able. Next, they both agreed 
upon lemonade,  but ,  in a 
heart- breaking turn of events, 
there was no lemonade left 
in the soda fountain of death. 

After that came the test-
tasting debacle, during which these 
children must have gone through 
four different drinks and tasted 
every single one; surprisingly 
they liked none. It was compa-
rable to a country club goer when 
the waitress or waiter comes over 
with some red wine, then the man 
or woman has to taste the wine 
before he or she accepts it, which 
takes them a surprisingly long time 
because they have to “get the full 

taste.” So yes, I am comparing 
these little children to elegant and 
sophisticated country club goers. 

Third came the Fanta 
orange soda incident that I will 
remember forever. The younger 
kid wanted orange soda, and 
then the other kid tried it out. 

He said he loved it, but then 
he realized he hated the color 
orange after looking at the soda (I 
was surprised about the fact that he 
was thinking that the color of orange 
soda would be something other 
than orange) and refused to have it. 

His brother started to cry 
because he must have taken it as 
his brother hating him. The mother 
obviously had had enough and just 
got them water and left. By the time 
I got my drink it had been seven 
minutes, and my burrito was cold. 

I guess the whole moral 
of this story is to take a stance 
and change the beloved Moe’s 
for the better. This Soda Foun-
tain of Death is bringing more 
stress and displeasure than jovial 
joy to the customers of Moe’s. 

I have already tweeted 
@MoesWH to let them know 
my displeasure, and I’m plan-
ning on calling Moe’s head-
quarters as soon as possible. 
I suggest you all do the same. 

This needs to stop. I’m 
not waiting five minutes to get 
my drink at the Soda Fountain 
of Death ever again. Never. 

by Jack McGuire ’14

Enough with extreme prom invites!
Let me start by issuing 

two declarations: First, I am 
old.  Some may even consider 
me to be old and crabby. 

Second, this Op-Ed piece 
is not meant to disrespect the 
institution of prom, as I adore 
the bright puffy gowns lined with 
charmeuse, ill-fitting tuxes (prefer-
ably in awful colors and including 
a Liberace style tail), and stretch 
Hummer limousines that chauffer 
the next generation to banquet 

halls, gymnasiums, and hotel ball-
rooms across this beautiful country 

I loved my prom.  Vanessa 
Williams’s “Save the Best for 
Last” echoed through the gym as 
we slow danced our last few high 
school moments away together. 

Jenny Holdridge glowed in 
her aubergine dress that I perfectly 
matched with a paisley satin vest.  

I still remember the moment 
that I asked her, only weeks before 
the May 19th date.  It was right 
after English class, and we had 
just read a particularly impressive 

chapter in “Beowulf” together.  
I shakily approached her at 

her locker, stammering through an 
awkward speech that I had prac-
ticed a dozen times the night before.  
She said “yes,” and I was delighted.

Sadly, those days are gone.  
It is my impression, and again, I am 
old, but it is my impression that just 
asking someone to prom in the hall-
ways is just not in fashion in 2013.  

Boys (and I write boys 
because that is usually who 
the asking falls upon) must do 
better and do more.  The anxiety 

that goes with asking someone 
to the prom is not enough.  

Now boys must create a 
Hollywood event fitting of a Julia 
Roberts film: renting a plane and 
hanging a banner, “Julia, will you 
go to prom with me?” or a billboard 
alongside Trout Brook Road saying, 
“Hey Julia, how about prom?” 

Each overture must be 
more impressive and more 
elaborate than the last, and 
they seem to be happening 
earlier and earlier each year.

All of this is too much.  Yeah, 
I said it.  People proposing marriage 
to the loves of their lives are not 
asked to spend the time, effort, 
and money that high schoolers are.  

How are our boys expected 
to keep pace with this ridiculous 
trend? Where does it all end? 
This week it’s a sign, next week 
someone paints a field, then a blimp 
flying over Blue Back Square.  

What is the next boy 
to do? He must fear that if he 
doesn’t do enough, if his request 
isn’t grand enough, that it will 
somehow appear less than.  It’s 
only human nature after all.  

And what about the girls? 
When a boy asks you to prom in 
such a grandiose fashion, how 
could you not be embarrassed, 
especially if you were just so-so 
on this guy? You couldn’t.  And 
there is no possible way to say no.

I imagine that it would 
be incredibly difficult to say no 
anytime somebody asks you 

by Kyle Chapman on a date, but if they drape a 
sign on the fence during your 
lacrosse practice, in front of 
your teammates and coaches, 
how could you ever deny them? 

Lets draw the line, right here, 
right now.  We must put an end to 
this madness, before it’s too late.  

In our society, which is 
dominated by reality television 
and YouTube, our boys and girls 
are led to believe that every-
thing must be more extreme and 
more over the top to be special. 

In truth, a simple conversa-
tion between two people, in which 
one expresses the desire to spend 
time with the other, is far more 
meaningful and real than some silly 
scene that looks uncomfortably 
like something producers might 
conjure up on “the Bachelor.”  

Young people, I write this 
for you. I want to protect that next 
17-year old, the one who wants to 
ask that cute girl from his science 
class to prom, but he doesn’t 
have the creativity to devise a 
proposal impressive enough. 

I am here to stop him 
be fo re  he  t a t toos  “Prom 
Ju l i a?”  ac ros s  h i s  back .  

A few years ago I ran into 
Jenny Holdridge and her three 
raucous kids.  She informed me 
that she had recently graduated 
from Clown School.  Luckily, 
I had only asked her to prom.    

Kyle Chapman teaches history and 
English at the KO Middle School.

An example of the pressure put into prom invites. (Photo from Google Images)

A teacher’s perspective
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Life lessons in ‘Eleven Seconds’
by Marissa Landino ’13

I think over the course of 
my KO News career, this article 
is probably the most difficult one 
for me to write.  It's not because 
this is a controversial  topic or an 
issue that needs to be resolved.  It’s 
because it's my last article that I 
will write for the KO News before  
my fellow senior editors and I hand 
the reins over to the junior editors.  

Because of this, I've been 
tossing around ideas in my head for 
weeks, contemplating which topic 
I should chose to end my time with 
here on the KO News staff . It had 
to be one that is meaningful to me, 
but also something that others could 
potentially get something out of.  

Ice hockey has always been 
a huge part of my life.  I don’t 
know any other sport as well as I 
know hockey.  I’m pretty sure I’ve 
visited at least 85 percent  of the 
rinks in New England and even a 
few in Texas.You could say I went 
straight from crawling to skating.  
If something ever happened to me 
that hindered me from playing, 
or prematurely ended my hockey 
career, I think I would go insane. 

In 2009, I saw a man named 
Travis Roy speak at Quinnipiac 
University.  Travis began his speech 
with a few jokes and then began to 
tell his story.  That’s all he had to 
do.  There was something about 
him that grabbed everybody’s 
attention and didn’t let it go until 
(long after) his closing remarks.  
He talked and talked, but I was 
never bored.  I never twiddled my 

It left me thinking, 
and it still leaves 
me thinking.  

thumbs, or looked down at the floor.  
In fact, I continued to be 

surprised. He talked about how he 
was always an avid hockey player, 
but also played soccer at Tabor 
Academy. It was hard to believe that 

the man sitting before me  played 
for the best college hockey team in 
the country.  It was hard to believe 
that this young man, who only 
has limited use of his right bicep, 
was once a top Division 1 athlete.  

Travis was a natural athlete 
with an extremely bright future.  He 
had the world at his feet.  In 1995, 
Travis suffered a severe spinal cord 
injury when he became the victim 
of a horrific hockey accident.  

Eleven seconds in to his 
first college hockey game at 
Boston University, he checked 
a member of the opposing team 
and somehow bounced off in such 
a way that his head came into 
contact with the boards.  At that 
instant, his hockey career was over.   

There was so much to take 
in over the course of the hour.  It 
left me thinking, and it still leaves 
me thinking.  I could go on and  
on about all the ways in which  
listening to his story affected me, 
but  unfortunately I am limited in 
regard to how much space I can 
use in the paper.  So I’ll have 
to cut it short, and  just name 

a few of the countless lessons 
I have learned.  Here it goes.

Travis taught me to always 
have a positive outlook on things, 
no matter how negative you think 
they may be, because things will 
always get better.  I, as well as 
everyone else in the room, greatly 
admired his positivity.  So there is 
Lesson No. 1: Always be positive.  

Here is a man who had 
tons of athletic potential, but it 
was all taken away from him in a 
span of 11 seconds.  But instead 
of playing the “woe is me” card, 
Travis took the high road by 
accepting his circumstances, 
however unfortunate they may be.  

He accepted his new life, and 
continues to make the best of it as a 
motivational speaker, and a remark-
able advocate for those with spinal 
cord injuries.  Lesson No. 2: Accept 
the hand you’re dealt, adjust, and 
make the best of the situation.  

Lesson No. 3: Anything is 
possible.  Of course, Travis never 
could have imagined that he would 
go from a hockey star to a quad-
riplegic  in the blink of an eye.  But 
he never gave up during the course 
of his intense physical therapy, and 
he gained some muscle control 
back because of his hard work. 
(Lesson No. 4: Never give up).  

He pushed himself through 
the whole process, because instead 
of pushing himself to skate faster, 
he challenged his limits to see 
how much muscle control he 
could regain. Lesson No. 5: 
Push yourself every chance you 
get, because it will only benefit 

you in the end.  Set high stan-
dards, and don’t settle for less.  

These are lessons that I 
have applied to everyday life, and 
I encourage you to apply them if 
you have not already.  It is easy to 
get caught up in the moment, and 
forget the positive things.  So what 
if you had one bad test?  Build 
off it.  Learn your lesson, move 
on, and try your best next time.

A few months before I saw 

him at Quinnipiac, I read his 
book entitled “Eleven Seconds.”  
In all honesty, I did not really 
expect much from his speech 
besides what I already thought I 
knew.  How different could it be 
from the book? But I was wrong.  
There was something about him 
sitting before you telling his story 
that drew you in, and instantly 
shaped you into a better person. 

Travis Roy  as a BU Terrier, 1995 (Photo from Google Images)

Whether or not we’d like 
to admit it, we all probably have 
or will have a friend who smokes 
marijuana.  It’s also pretty likely 
that at some point in our lives, we 
will smoke marijuana at least once. 

Last year, we as a nation 
spent a total of $133 billion on 
31.1 million pounds of mari-
juana.  In fact, the U.S. is the 
largest consumer of marijuana 
in the world.  We consume more 
marijuana than places where it’s 
completely legal, like  Amsterdam, 
the marijuana capital of the world.

Yet we incarcerate every 
poor soul for having even 
minor amounts of marijuana. 
And how does prison time help 
them? It’s clear that it doesn’t.

Peop le  a re  pun i shed 
further than the extent of 
the law here in America. 

A single misdemeanor 
for marijuana possession can 
ruin people’s lives.  Fines and a 
temporary suspension of a driver’s 
license may only be short term, but 
these records can end up following 
people for the rest of their lives. 

It’s pretty hard to find a job 
when a criminal record haunts 
you for your entire life.  Even 
if it’s just a misdemeanor…

Make like a tree and ‘leaf’‑alize
by Max Bash ’15 Meanwhile, in addition 

to people stuck in prison for 
marijuana possession, people 
are constantly dying along the 
U.S./Mexican border every day.  
Thousands of innocent people 
have died as a result of the 

unceasing war against marijuana.
This war continues, and we 

claim to have achieved success, 
but what is there to show for it? 
Every drug cartel south of Texas 
is still killing people. There is only 
one way to quell the violence…

Legalizing marijuana will not 
only stop the violence, but also open 
up gateways for a variety of many 
currently un-experienced benefits.

By legalizing marijuana, 
prices would go down drastically; 
the criminal activity currently asso-

ciated with marijuana trafficking 
would also decrease. The war on 
drugs would be limited to more 
severe, dangerous, debilitating 
drugs like heroin and cocaine. 

DEA (Drug Enforcement 
Agency) resources could be 

devoted to what they truly need 
to be used for. Instead of scouring 
forests in California for mari-
juana that may or may not be 
there, the DEA can use its time 
to hunt for damaging narcotics. 

Street crimes resulting from 
disputes over marijuana would 
also be reduced drastically.  Not 
having to worry about every cop 
in sight certainly makes people 
more comfortable, especially 
when dealing with marijuana.

Additionally, marijuana 
could be used to benefit the govern-
ment itself.  By taxing marijuana, 
our government could raise a 
considerable amount of money; 
this money could be used to reduce 
our climbing national debt.  In 
these times of economic woes, a 
new source of revenue would be 
tremendously helpful to our system.

Along with taxation comes 
regulation, and, while laws 
governing the usage of marijuana 
need to be determined, that debate 
can never occur without legalization. 

It’s fairly obvious that mari-
juana should not be allowed in 
certain places, such as schools.   
However, people over age 21 
should be given the freedom 
to use marijuana, just as they 
have the freedom to use alcohol.

People know that alcohol 

is a more dangerous substance 
for your body than marijuana is, 
yet it has been legal for decades.  
People continue to use it because 
they enjoy it and ignore the effects.

Everyone knows the nega-
tive consequences of alcohol 
usage, such as alcohol dependency 
and liver damage, but everyone is 
free to use it.  It is just expected 
of people to use it in moderation.

Moderation is key.  Numerous 
studies have shown that marijuana 
is less harmful than alcohol or 
tobacco in small quantities.  When 
used in moderation, there are many 
less potential negative effects.

Cigarettes are awful for our 
bodies, yet they are still legal.  
Why is this?  If we give people the 
freedom to smoke a powerful, fatal, 
harmful, and addicting substance, 
then why should people be 
prohibited from using marijuana?

Supporters of the legaliza-
tion of marijuana continue to rise 
in numbers.  I can only hope that 
people can educate themselves 
enough to make a decision for them-
selves on whether to legalize it or 
not, and leave the rhetoric behind.

Colorado has blazed a 
path that will allow other states 
to follow in pursuit.  One can 
assume that soon the entire 
country will be leaf-friendly.

Comic by Ben Akerele ’14

It’s time to decriminalize marijuana
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KO Robotics finishes season with 5‑2 record

After a winning season, the 
KO Robotics team participated in 
their last competitions of the year, 
finishing with a 5-2 win-loss record 
at the Connecticut tournament in on 
Saturday, Feb. 16, and a 2-3 record 
in Vermont on Saturday, Feb. 23. 

As one of 28 participating 
teams at the Greenwich, CT compe-
tition on Feb. 16, KO was seeded 
eighth overall after qualifiers.  

“It was a really good tour-
nament, said senior Captain Joe 
Rogus.  “We did really well.”

A t  t h i s  t o u r n a m e n t , 
the team won the Promote 
Award for their crossword 
puzzle- inspired public service 
announcement promoting FIRST.

“This year’s prompt was 
‘What will you gain from first?’” 
said sophomore Claire Halloran.  
“We had more than four-and-a- 
half hours of footage, which we 
condensed into a one-minute video.”

The team was also runner- 
up for the Inspire Award.  “We’ve 
been Inspire Award runners-up 

three times in a row,” said Joe. 
The Inspire Award is given 

to the team with the most achieve-
ment in all areas of competition.  

“Our team was runner-up for 
that award in every tournament,” 
said Assistant Coach Sarah Lamb, 
“so basically our team kicked some 
serious butt and took some names.”

At this tournament the team 
was able to score four wins and 
one loss in the qualifying rounds 
and made it to the semi-finals.  

“We were picked by our 
friends from Putnam Science 
Academy to join them on their 
alliance for the semifinals,” 
said Joe.  At the end of the day 
KO finished with a 5-2 record.

After having such high- 
scoring rounds in Connect-
icut, the other teams began to 
pay attention to the Wyverns.  

“A lot of the teams we 
saw recognized us and changed 
their focus to blocking instead 
of scoring,” said Joe, “which 
is a good thing because they 
recognized that we are a very 
high-scoring, adept team.”  

This year the team was put at 
an advantage because of their highly 
developed autonomous mode.  

“It was the first year that 
we had autonomous mode really 
working and that was a huge 
advantage on the field,” said  
head coach Donna Balcezak.  

Senior Jon Wu was in 
charge of the autonomous mode, 

which is the portion of the 
game in which the robot must 
perform with no driver control.  

“I coded the autonomous 
and I spent a lot of time working on 
it,” said Jon.  “It’s just a back-and-
forth process of testing and editing 
values to get it to work right.”

Because the opposing 
teams began to be more defensive 

against KO, some game-changing 
modifications had to be made.  

“I added an ultrasonic 
sensor that can detect distance 
using sound waves and how 
long it takes for them to bounce 
back to [the robot],” said Jon. “I 
made codes so that, whenever a 
robot entered proximity while 
our robot was moving, it would 
back up and protect [itself].”

When the team traveled to 
Burlington, Vt., on Saturday, Feb. 
23, they continued to fight strongly 
in the hopes of bringing home a win.  

“In Vermont we won the 
design award,” said Mrs. Balcezak.  
“In order to win that award you 
have to use computer-aided 
design, and this is the first year 
we’ve had the ability to do that.”

Even though the team 
was not able to score the Inspire 
Award this season, it was a monu-
mental year for the Wyverns.  

“It’s safe to say that it’s been 
one of the best seasons this team 
has had,” said Joe.  “They can 
model future years after this and get 
that extra edge to get to worlds.”

by Emily Lowit ’15

The robotics team works on their robot for competition. (Photo by Claire Halloran ’15)

Students build teddy bear
hut in Middle School lobby 

Tw o  M i d d l e  S c h o o l 
art classes collaborated with 
Goodman Banks visiting artist 
Ted Efremoff to construct an 
exhibit made of teddy bears. 

T h e  s c u l p t u r e  c l a s s 
constructed a bamboo-and-zip-tie 
hut in Oxford Hall. The students 
attached several stuffed animals 
to the hut, covering it completely. 
“It was a ritual gift-giving,” said 
art teacher Katherine Nicholson. 
“Ted [Efremoff] wanted the kids 
to talk about the transition from 
childhood to their teenage years 
by donating a stuffed animal.”

Like every Goodman Banks 
artist, Mr. Efremoff joined Middle 
School and Upper School art classes 
for a week and worked with them 
to plan a project. “He was really 
interested in thresholds, things 
where the change happens,” said 
Mrs. Nicholson. The students Mr. 
Efremoff worked with described 
his mentoring role. “I feel like I 
learned a lot from Ted Efremoff,” 
said eighth-grader Richard Hansen.

 Eighth-grader Isabella Pratt 
said she agreed. “It was very fun 
working with the visiting artist and 
getting to see how he went about 
making this project,” she said.  

Seventh-grader Natalie 
Eckert described collecting the 
teddy bears as a difficult process. “It 
was almost like pulling teeth,” said 
Natalie. “When we finally did get 
the animals in and had enough, we 
started on the structure right away.” 

The  s tu ff ed  an ima l s 
used to construct the wigwams 
will be donated to the chil-
dren in Tobat i ,  Paraguay.

The building process seemed 
to be the most challenging part of 
the project. “The majority of the 
time, the bamboo wasn’t easy to 
bend, so we had to have at least 
three people holding down the 
bamboo while one person zip tied 

it together so that we could get 
the wigwam shape,” said Isabella.

Despite the challenges, 
Natalie said her favorite part 
was watching the structure 
assemble. “Seeing all of the 
aspects come together and 
putting together all of the memo-
ries was really cool,” she said. 

Once the hut was completed, 
the project expanded to include 
another element. “A seventh-
grade art class was responsible 
for recording the stories of the 
animals, the childhood memo-
ries,” said Mrs. Nicholson. “There 
were speakers hung from the 
ceiling of the hut and kids could 
sit inside and listen to the stories.”

Once the hut was completed, 
it became a place to think about 
childhood and think about memo-
ries. “The students kept calling 
it the ‘Fort’ afterwards because 
they were using it as a hang-out 
place,” said Mrs. Nicholson. 
“There were about 100-150 stuffed 

by Lina Volin ’15

 “Seeing all of 
the aspects come 
together and 
putting together 
all of the memo-
ries was really 
cool.”

- Natalie Eckert

animals by the end with many of 
them having recorded stories.”

Overall, the project was 
deemed a success. “The students 
got a lot out of building it and the 
struggles they had with it,” said Mrs. 
Nicholson. “If they weren’t part of 
the building project, they got a lot 
out of sitting in it and viewing it.”

Advisee groups compete to collect  
canned goods for families in need

For the past few weeks, 
boxed and canned goods have been 
collecting in the library, the result 
of a friendly competition between 
Upper School librarian Nancy 
Solomon’s freshman advisee group, 
versus the freshman advisee group 
of history teacher David Baker.

“After the MLK assembly, 
my advise group came back to the 
library to discuss the questions that 
had been posed to each group, as 
well as the assembly overall,” 
said Mrs. Solomon.  “However, 
when it was time to answer the 
questions, my group said that they 
didn’t want to talk about them.”

Mrs. Solomon then said 
she asked her group what 
they would like to do instead 
of answering the questions. 

T h e y  c o l l e c t i v e l y 
responded by saying that 
they wanted to take action.  

“Having faced off against 
Mr. Baker’s advise group in 
previous challenges such as a 
brownie bake off and brain teaser 
challenge,” said Mrs. Solomon, 
“we decided to challenge him to a 
canned food drive, where the group 
who brought in the most food to 
donate would win a special prize.”

With the challenge accepted, 
the groups began to gather and 
bring in different food items, which 
would be dropped off at the West 
Hartford Town Hall, and from there 
delivered to people in need in the 
West Hartford and Hartford area.  

In addition, KO parents who 
had meetings in the library, noticed 
the growing amount of food and 
decided to make donations as well.   

“I thought the food drive was 
a great idea,” said Mr. Baker.  “It 
allowed our groups to look at the 
community outside of KO and see 
the need in our surrounding area.”

At the end of the food collec-

tion, Mrs. Solomon’s advisee group 
came out victorious as the winning 
team. Then fruit and yogurt 
smoothies were shared among 
both groups as the secret prize.

“At the end of the compe-
tition, it didn’t matter who won 
and who lost, but that we all 
came together to do such a great 
thing for the community,” said 
Mrs. Solomon.  “I think that it 
would be great for other advisee 
groups to challenge each other 
to food drives like this because 
the need is there all year long.” 

Mr. Baker said that he 
agreed with Mrs. Solomon. 

“I am fully in support of 
friendly competition between 
groups,” he said. “The drive was 
great in that there was such a 
purpose to what we were doing, 
and that our groups were really 
thinking about other people and 
how they can help someone 
less fortunate than themselves.”      

by Sarah Gianni ’14

Henderson becomes finalist for Merit Scholarship 
by Kiki Thorington ’13

In Feburary, senior Caley 
Henderson was named one of 
the nation’s finalists for the 
National Merit Scholarship.

Each year the National 
Merit Scholarship Associa-
tion honors high-achieving 
students across the United States.

In the fall of 2012, Caley 
was named a semi-finalist after 
her PSAT scores placed her in the 
top 1 percent of the 1.5 million 
juniors who took the PSAT test.

Caley said that she used 
PSAT and SAT prep books to 
help her prepare for  the tests. 

“My older brother had a 
PSAT prep book, which I used 
to practice math. I always have 
most trouble with the math 
section. I really hate doing 
math fast. I had a similar study 

strategy for the SATs,” said Caley.
To become a national 

finalist, Caley then had to submit 
an application to the National 
Merit Scholarship Program.

“Semi-finalists are chosen 
only based on their PSAT scores, 
but to become a finalist you have to 
submit an application,” said Caley. 
“They choose and evaluate appli-
cants based on SAT scores, high 
school academic performance 
and extracurricular activities.”

C a l e y ’s  o u t s t a n d i n g 
achievements have recieved 
great feedback from everyone 
within the KO community.

“Everyone congratulated 
me the day it was announced,” 
said Caley.  “It’s always nice when 
accomplishments are announced 
at assembly, because the entire 
KO community seems genuinely 
happy when students succeed.”

Caley placed in 
the top 1 percent 
of the 1.5 million 
juniors who took 
the PSAT test.

Caley Henderson ’13 (Photo by Rudy 
DeBerry ’13)
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Admissions game informs students 
by Grace Jarmoc ’14

On Tuesday March 5, the 
sophomore class and their parents 
attended the college admission 
game, held in Roberts Theater.

The game started off with 
information about the college 
process. From there, students 
and families in the audience 
became an admission committee. 

T h e y  r e a d  t h r e e - t o - 
four  sample  app l i ca t ions 
from which they chose one 
student to admit to the school. 

In this process, the students, 
and more importantly their parents, 
are able to get a first-hand look 
at how colleges choose which 
students to accept and deny. 

One of the most impor-
tant things they do  is learn that 
a college acceptance is not solely 
dependent on SAT scores, recom-
mendations, grades or extracur-
riculuars. As every senior comes 
to know, they each play a part.  

Every year, the program 
is run by Peter Van Buskirk. 
Mr.Van Buskirk is a former 

dean of admission at Franklin 
a n d  M a r s h a l l  C o l l e g e . 

“Mr. Van Buskirk travels the 
country and talks about the best way 
to have a truly successful college 
search,” said Associate Director of 
College Advising Zaira Santiago. 
“He speaks to students from all 
over about the college process.” 

Ms. Santiago also said that 
Mr. Buskirk helps students to 
begin thinking about the process, 
“He makes students aware of 
what the search entails and gives 
them time to think,” she said.

Mr. Van Buskirk’s talks 
also help students start to think 
about their classes and how they 
want to spend their summer in 
preparation for the college search.

“Since the college game 
night is such an interactive 
session,” said Ms. Santiago,  “each 
class has a unique experience.”

Every year the college 
game night brings new infor-
mation to students, parents, 
and the college advisors alike. 

“This is my fifth year, 
but I feel I learn something new 

every time,” said Ms. Santiago. 
“I see a new perspective.”

While some students may 
get anxious, the overall goal of 
the admissions game is to try 
and make it a positive experi-
ence for everyone involved.

After the students and their 
families attend the game night, 
they are asked to fill out a survey. 

“I could tell that many 
parents and students alike find the 
program informative, and it is a 
great first step in the college admis-
sions process,” said Ms. Santiago.

Forensic Union finds success, looks ahead 
by Anya Delventhal ’15

Though it is not considered 
an official sport at Kingswood 
Oxford, the Forensic Union 
has achieved several incred-
ible victories this school year. 

Senior Caley Henderson 
was the second-place speaker at 
the tournament that took place 
at Saint Sebastian’s School. She 
also placed third overall along-
side her partner, senior Rudy 
DeBerry. Senior Matthew Kahn 
and junior Mahathi Kumar 
pushed out ahead to second place.

At the Saint Paul’s prepared 
debate tournament, Rudy again 
placed high, but this time gaining 
the gold and coming out in first.

“We didn’t expect anyone 
from Kingswood Oxford to 
win,” said Caley. “We didn’t 
even stay for the awards! But 
either way, Rudy did really well.” 

KO found equal success at 
the Andover tournament that took 

place in November. Sophomore 
Julianne DeAngelo was first place 
novice speaker, while her teammate 
sophomore Lina Volin placed third. 
By dint of their flawless 3-0 record, 
the pair made first novice pair.

Junior Maddie Pazzani 
placed 11/80 in the advanced divi-
sion and sophomore Areesha Irfan 
placed 20/80 in the novice divion.   

Because of their collective 
success, the KO team managed to 

earn the title of third place school 
overall due to the collective hard 
work of its four-person advanced 
team, which included Caley, 
Matthew, Mahathi and Maddie, 
and its top four-person novice team 
of sophomores Lina, Julianne, 
Rebecca Goldman and Cole Adams.

Despite these extraordi-
nary achievements, the debaters 
of Forensic Union still have 
more work to do. KO hosted its 

annual KO Speaking Tournament 
Sunday, March 3, an enormous 
organizational feat.There will be 
a Yale Osterweis debate, which 
is an adapted form of college-
style debating, after March break. 

There wil l  also be a 
prepared debate at Belmont 
Hill, which takes place before 
the Deerfield debate in May. 

“ T h e  t o u r n a m e n t  i n 
Deerfield is by far the most 

popular,” said Matthew. “There 
will be many debaters from 
all  schools part icipating.”

Forensic Union is always 
looking for new members. All 
those interested in debating 
a re  we lcome to  jo in  in . 

“We try to make announce-
ments about upcoming events 
as much as possible in order to 
help encourage new comers,” 
said Caley. “There is always a 
push for novices. As sophomores 
move up to advanced we need 
more students to take their place.”

Free pizza is served every 
meeting, as even more incen-
tive to come and participate. 

“With a lot of seniors 
leaving, we hope to gain more 
new and excited novices to 
participate in Forensic Union,” 
said Matthew. “Come join us at 
a meeting to grab some pizza and 
see what we’re really about, you 
could find that you really enjoy it.”

by Abbie Mancinelli ’14

Every year, with 100 days 
left until the seniors graduate, 
they celebrate by using an X 
period to have breakfast together. 

This year, the breakfast 
was held in Alumni Hall. It had 
a Mardi Gras theme due to the 
fact that Mardi Gras was a few 
days earlier, and there were 
chocolate coins and colorful 
beads scattered around the tables. 

The breakfast was organized 
by the Form Parents, Sue Whirty 
and Kim Byrd, and was meant to 
be a chance for seniors to spend 
quality time with each other. 

But some seniors said the 
breakfast was less than satisfactory. 

“A lot of us left early because 
it wasn’t that great,” said senior 
Romil Hemnani. “I liked the Mardi 
Gras beads and the chocolate 
coins, but I do not like how they 
take away an X period for it. I just 
feel like there were other things I 
could have been doing instead.”

Senior Brittany Vose agreed. 
“I feel like there was more that 
could have been done for the 
breakfast,” Brittany said. “It was 
really low-key and kind of boring.”  

But some seniors said they 
enjoyed their experience. “It was a 
nice event set up by the form teachers 
and parents to celebrate what 
little time we have left together,” 
said senior Patrick Kilkenny.

Senior Sam Willsey agreed. 
“There was a nice breakfast 
with drinks, and we hung out 
with friends,” he said. “They 
didn’t say anything about the 
100 days, though. It was very 
relaxed. I really appreciate all 
the work the parents put into it.”

Senior Jenni Traver echoed 
Sam. “It was a great time to mark 
the fun we have together,” she said.

Form Six Dean Ronald Garcia 
said that he thought the breakfast 
was “a nice change of pace.”

“The breakfast was tasty,” 
said Mr. Garcia. “Having a free 2X 
breakfast with your classmates is 
always better than not having a free 
2X breakfast with your classmates.” 

Regardless of whether they 
enjoyed the breakfast, the seniors 
now have less than 100 days 
together and plan on enjoying 
it as much as possible. “It really 
made us realize how high school 
is not forever,” said Patrick, “and 
we need to enjoy it while it lasts.” 

Seniors celebrate
100 days left

Team Tobatí Update
by Katherine Gianni ’14

From March 10 to March 19, 
82 KO students will travel to Tobatí, 
Paraguay, to volunteer with youth 
and work extensively on projects 
that will strengthen Tobatí’s medical 
and educational infrastructure.

This year is the 15th annual 
community service trip to Tobatí.  
“There will be many different ways 
we will celebrate Team Tobatí’s 
15th year,” said Spanish teacher 
and Team Tobatí coordinator 
Ronald Garcia.  “At all of our festi-
vals in Paraguay we will make sure 
to do something special commem-
orating the 15th year celebration.”

While in Paraguay, the team 
will be participating in many 
activites.  These activities include 
building classrooms, medical 
outposts, and parks throughout the 
21 villages that make up the district 
of Tobatí. These activities that the 
students will partake in will play 
strongly into the team’s mission of 
increasing the opportunities offered 
to poor youth of Tobati, Paraguay, 
in addition to offering students the 
experience of working for a greater 
good in the developing world.  

Doctors from The Boston 
Children’s Hospital will also 
be offering free medical clinics 
to Tobatí residents.  Here, KO 

students will have the opportunity 
to serve as translators along with 
helping to direct people who are 
coming and going at the clinics.  

This opportunity also gives 

“At all of our 
festivals in Para-
guay we will do 
something special 
commemorating 
the 15th year cele-
bration.”

- Mr. Garcia

students a chance to learn about 
what types of medical chal-
lenges the people of Tobatí face 
– mostly parasites and infec-
tions that can have devastating 
effects if not treated properly.  

“I’m particularly looking 
forward to the medical clinics, 
because this year we are joined 
by a KO graduate, Matt Isen-
berg,” said Mr. Garcia.  “Matt 
came to KO as a teacher right 
after college, and this is the first 
year we will have him join us 

on our service trip as a doctor.” 
In addition, this year, new 

activities will be introduced on 
the trip, such as a boat ride on 
the Paraguayan River. “I’m really 
excited for the boat trip,” said Mr. 
Garcia.“It’s something we’ve never 
done before, so I’m excited to see 
if all of the students will enjoy it.” 

The team will also be 
connecting up with a women’s 
soccer team from the Stevens 
College in New Jersey.  “Our 
students will be going to watch 
the women play one or two games 
while we’re there,” said Mr. 
Garcia. “Then the players will join 
us for some of our night activities.”

Junior  Virginia  Vi l la 
expressed her excitement about 
the soccer team. “This is my 
first time going to Tobatí,” said 
Virginia, “and one of the aspects 
I’m looking forward to the most 
is watching and maybe even 
participating in the soccer games.”

Junior Max Petrie said he 
agreed with Virginia’s feelings 
about the trip, but his excite-
ment was geared toward another 
activity. “I’m really excited for 
the dance competition,” said Max. 
“Last year it was one of the events 
I enjoyed the most overall during 
the trip, so I have high hopes that 
it will be just as great this year.” 

The Forensic Union officers share a laugh, celebrate a successful year. (Photo by Rudy DeBerry ’13)
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Two KO students were 
selected to be 2013 All-State 
participants in music. Junior Sam 
Wiseman was selected on the 
basis of his violin skills, while 
sophomore Grace Gentile was 
selected for her vocal performance. 

Sam was originally involved 
in music as a child, playing instru-
ments such as the piano and 
violin. “I began playing music 
with the piano at about age five 
and started to play violin several 
years afterwards,” he said. 

Sam also faced difficul-
ties while trying to pursue his 
passion for music. “I make piano 
practice a priority every day,” he 
said,  “but practicing every instru-
ment 24/7 becomes difficult in the 
face of heavy schoolwork and any 
time-consuming extracurriculars.”

Still, Sam finds a way to 
be involved in KO groups. “I'm 
currently playing piano in the jazz 
band and for a solo piece in the 
orchestra, violin in the orchestra, 
and French horn in the band. I just 
tried out singing in ‘Footloose’ as 
well, which was a whole lot of fun.”

Sam said he definitely feels 
honored, and he noted that the 
process for being selected was 
intensive. “The All-State partici-
pants are selected through an audi-
tion that happened during early 
February,” he said. “Only those 
who were accepted to a regionals 
festival were eligible to audition, 
but for violinists that still amounts 
to some pretty stiff competi-
tion, with well over 100 people, 
and around 20 being selected.”

 In  order  to  prepare 
himself, Sam had to prepare 
pieces and  scales. “I had to 

prepare two scales and a piece 
they had decided, which I started 
learning in November,” he said. 

Sam said he enjoyed the 
experience, but that he was 
nervous going into the audition. 

“Going to an audition that 
you've spent months preparing 
for is really stressful,” he said, 
“but this year the piece they had 
us prepare was very nice and 
definitely worthwhile to learn 
even without being accepted to 
the festival. Thanks to that, the 
process wasn't too unpleasant.”

Sam said he definitely hopes 
to continue music in the future, but 
he’s not sure if it’s the career path 
he’ll end up taking. “I'm not sure 
if I'd like to make a living out of 
music,” he said,  “but I definitely 
hope to continue playing through 
college even if it's not my major.”

Grace also qualified for All-

States, but for her singing. Grace, in 
the KO community, is involved in 
the school musical, playing Rusty 
in the latest installment of  “Foot-
loose.” She is also a member of 
Oxforidans. The school recognized 
her skills, and senior Melissa Gitlin 
said that Grace is an exceptional 
singer. “I think Grace was amazing, 
especially in ‘Footloose,’” she 
said. “She’s meant for Broadway.”

Enthusiasm for Grace’s 
talent is school-wide. “Grace is the 
most talent person I know,” said 
junior Maddie Pazzani. “She was 
fantastic in the musical, and I wish 
her the best of luck at All-States.”

Senior  Kel ly  Caruso 
said she’s impressed with the 
talents of both students. “I 
hope Sam and Grace represent 
KO well in such an important 
event,” she said. “I’m confident 
that they’ll make us proud.”

I’m not sure if I’m the only 
one who does this within the 
mystical realm of the KO News, 
but I never schedule my inter-
views. I could say that I do this 
because it catches people off guard 
and doesn’t allow them to rehearse 
answers in advance; however, 
the truth is that I am just lazy. 

Each time I do one of 
these playlist articles, and find 
teachers who are free certain 
periods to interview, I barge into 
their offices and ask them if I 
could interview them. Although 
hesitant at first, most teachers 
visibly let their guard down once 
I ask them the question: “What 
movie would you recommend?” 

Pe rhaps  an t i c i pa t i ng 
questions about the repeated 
s teal ing on campus,  each 
teacher seems surprised and 
(mostly) relieved when allowed 
to talk about personal subjects. 

College advisor  Zara 
Santiago, for instance, moved 
over to sit on top her couch 
with her knees scrunched to her 
chest. Unlike history teacher Jim 
Weeks, who was mortified by the 
idea of being interviewed, Ms. 
Santiago seemed excited and 
start off by saying, “My favorite 
movie is a little cheesy, but it’s 
‘Gone with the Wind.’ There 
something so big about it: big 
characters, big dresses; its kind 
of an American epic romance.” 

Ms. Santiago said she first 
saw the movie when she was 8 or 
9, yet the movie is often played on 
TV around holidays, so she watches 
parts of it or all of it every year. 
“There are lots of flaws with it,” 
she said, “but what I think is most 
interesting about it is that you’re 
watching how Americans viewed 
that period of time (the Civil War) 
at the time it was made (1939).” 

For those who don’t know, 
“Gone with the Wind” is a classic 

romance about a young woman in 
Georgia during the Civil War and 
Reconstruction period attempting to 
come out of poverty. Interestingly, 
Ms. Savin also picked this movie 
in the third “Playlist” article, so 
this movie must be quite appealing. 

Secondly, I caught English 
teacher Beth Repp who, if you 
don’t already know, hails from 
England. Thus, when I asked 
her for a recommendation, she 
replied, “Is it really crap to say 
I love the Harry Potter movies? 
I’m not too old to say that?” 

Despite Ms. Repp’s suppos-
edly stereotypical and lame 
response, Academic Dean of 
the Humanities Patricia Rosoff 
supports her choice as was 
discovered in previous articles. 

“It’s a wonderful story,” 
she said. “It’s so comforting. It’s 
all about friends and everyone 
is all in one place. My favorite 
one is probably ‘The Half Blood 
Prince.’” When asked about how 

she felt about the translation of 
the books into movies, she said, 
“I think they are wonderful. 
They are relatively true to the 
story. J.K. Rowling had a hand 
in orchestrating how they were 
filmed, and the choice of actors 
is really the best British actors.

 Finally, I walked into the 
library hoping to find a random 
teacher on duty and found Dean 
of Students Caroline McKee. After 
waiting for her to finish up some 
calls and photocopying, I asked her 
for a quick one-minute interview. 

“I would recommend ‘Crash’ 
for a movie to go to see with people 
and then discuss it and break it 
down afterwards,” she said. Ms. 
Mckee said she watched it during 
a year when she tried to watch all 
of the Oscar nominees. “I feel like 
it’s one of those movies that can 
be discussed because it brings up 
lots of controversial topics.” The 
movie, starring Sandra Bullock 
and Don Cheadle, won the 

Oscar for best picture in 2004. 
Before leaving Ms. Santia-

go’s office, she gave me a taste of 
my own medicine and posed the 
question which I had asked so many 
times before: “What movie would 
you recommend?” Faced with the 
position I had put multiple teachers 
in, I reacted in a similar way, 
saying, “I don’t know” as I slowly 
sidled my way out of the room. 

I suppose I can answer 
that question now though in the 
comfort and safety of my room. 
I would like to recommend that 
you all see the movie “Memento” 
if you have not already. Chris-
topher Nolan directed it, and it 
definitely includes his style of 
messing with the audience’s mind. 

Made in 2000, the movie 
makes you think every second 
and forces you to pay attention 
in order to understand the plot. 
Once you eventually understand 
what is going on, the movie 
becomes a psychological thriller. 

For the second semester 
Photography 1 class’s first assign-
ment, Junior Peter Rusconi 
captured an interesting frame, 
titled “selfie.” Peter’s photograph, 
along with his classmates’ work, 
is hanging in the Roberts Gallery. 

Photography 1 is a class 
intended to teach students the 
content and form that contributes 
to creating visually appealing 
pictures. Creative arts teacher Greg 
Scranton teaches this semester-long 
class, composed mainly of juniors. 

In his photograph, Peter and 
his camera are the subject; they are 
shown standing outside through 
the reflection of a big yellow 
school bus’ side-view mirror. He 
said that stumbled across this idea 
when returning from Blue Back, 
seeing the bus and thinking, “That 
would be a really cool picture.” 

He was also lucky, because 
his photograph fit very well 
with his assignment, which Mr. 
Scranton calls a workout schedule. 
Within this one assignment, there 
are around 10 different exer-

cises that challenge the students. 
“This is geared to exer-

cise various photographic tech-
niques – ones that they are aware 
of, ones that are probably new to 
them,” said Mr. Scranton. “It’s 
a very technical assignment.”

Such a procedural assignment 
is very useful for less experienced 
photographers, he said, because 
they are learning the basics (such 
as the workings of the cameras). 

 “[Peter’s assignment for 
the project “selfie”] was called 
‘One Subject, One Shot,’” said 
Mr. Scranton. This means that 
the student can only take one 
picture of the desired subject – 
no redo’s. This forced Peter to 
check the settings the first time 
around, because he could not go 
back, once he took the first shot.   

Even in “one-subject, one-
shot,” the students must capture 
about 20 different photos, although 
the nature of this particular exer-
cise requires that the 20 pictures 
will portray 20 different subjects. 

Because of the mass number 
of photos taken for this one assign-
ment (200), it was slightly more 

difficult to weed through and pick 
out only two photos for display. 
(Peter chose “selfie” and “winning,” 
which is a photo of some trophies.)

This is where the app, 
“Light Room,” comes in handy. 

“Light Room” is a photog-
raphy app enabling users to arrange 
and edit images. Nearly all editing 
processes are available on this app, 
and the students were able to use 
these processes for the assignment. 

Although many methods 
of editing are accessible, Mr. 
Scranton believes that less is more. 
Not only does it make for a better 
photo, he said, but it also keeps 
to more traditional techniques. 

Unfortunately, Peter will not 
reveal his editing process in “selfie,” 
because he says that they are “top 
secret.” After all, a great magician 
will never reveal his tricks, right?

Overall, Peter said he 
enjoyed the assignment. and Mr. 
Scranton said he was incredibly 
proud of the results. “I was really 
impressed [with the photos they 
produced and presented],” said Mr. 
Scranton, “especially given that 
this was their first assignment.”

  

Art of the month: Peter Rusconi’s photography

Playlist # 5: Movie mania ‑ What do you recommend?

Two Upper School students qualify for All‑States

by Reilly Callahan ‘15

by Thomas Wilson ‘14

by Rayva Khanna ‘13

     Don’t forget to sub‑

mit to the spring issue 

of epic. Never too early 

to start! 

     Also, mark your cal‑

endars for the second 

epic coffeehouse at 6:30 

p.m. on Friday, April 

19 in Alumni Hall.

Submit to 

 epic! 

Junior Peter Rusconi stands by the iconic yellow KO school bus, posing for 
one of his works titled “Selfie”. (Photo by Garrett Meccariello ‘13)



8 THURSDAY
March 7, 2013 Arts Arts THURSDAY

March 7, 20139

On Friday Feb. 22, King-
swood Oxford came together to 
witness the highly anticipated 
annual musical. This year, the 
actors performed “Footloose,” 
which everyone deemed a success. 

The musical cast had been 
preparing for “Footloose” for the 
past three months, and the actors, 
the-behind-the-scenes set designers, 
and the audience said they were 
pleased with the performance. 

Many students and teachers 
expressed positive reactions to 
the musical. Set designer Mark 
Kravetz said he enjoyed many 
aspects of the play, including 
the acting, music and set. 

“It came off really well,” 
he said. “I especially enjoyed all 
of the energy Spencer brought to 
the show, Olivia sang beautifully, 
Amanda looked the part, Blake is 
the part, so from an acting persepec-
tive, I thought they did a fabu-
lous job creating the characters.”

He described the unique 
technical aspects of the show. In 
an unusual move, the orchestra 
was behind the actors, and the 
actors were pushed forward 
where the pit would usually be. 

“The orchestra was hidden 

by a screen, upon which various 
images were projected,” Mr. 
Kravetz said, adding that the 
different set was both neces-
sary, and unique to the show. 

“From a technical aspect, 
I thought it was an interesting 
concept for the show that we used 
projections and because we were 
able to use projections and make 
the scene changes quickly, so it 
was more like a movie which is 
what the play is based on,” he said.

Freshman Alexa Casale 
agreed with Mr. Kravetz’s comment 
about the sets. “I thought the play 
was very well put together,” she 
said, “and I especially liked how 
we had minimal sets because it 
made the play run very smoothly.”

Although the play’s execu-
tion was excellent, it definitely took 
a lot of work to get there. “We’d 
been rehearsing for the musical 
all of January and February, so 
about two months,” said Alexa. 

Alexa also noted that the 
preparation was grueling, specifi-
cally the week before the play, or 
“hell week.”  “It was so hectic 
during hell week,” she said, 
‘because, no matter how much 
time you prepare for it, hell week 
always ends up being a mess.”

Even Mr. Kravetz agreed 

that rehearsal was chaotic; his 
only complaint with the musical 
was that they didn’t have enough 
rehearsal time. “[I wish] we could 
have more time to do rehearsals 
and less snow days!” he said. 

The audience members said 
that the play went by smoothly with 
great execution by all the actors. 

During a morning assembly, 
the Kingswood Oxford improvisa-
tional team “Ignominy” showed the 
Upper School what they were made 
of.  Although the assembly was 
only 10 minutes long, the team was 
still able to showcase their skills. 

They started the assembly 
with red lights and music, hyping 
up the crowd. Later, the team 
performed three main skits, and 
involved the audience in each one. 

The first was “Why are 
you late?” in which the boss, 
who in this case was junior 
Thomas Wilson, would ask the 
employee, freshman Emma 
Cowper, why she was late to work. 

The audience determined 
that Emma would be late because 
of a meteorite baby, which Emma 
had no knowledge of. Then Emma 
had to guess why she was late, 
with the help of some improv-
team members (sophomores 
Grace Gentile and Casey Barter) 
who acted out “meteorite baby.”

Senior Kiki Thorington  said 
she enjoyed that skit. “I thought 
it was funny when they started 
acting and Emma was guessing 
such bizarre stuff. She actually 
got pretty close though!” said Kiki. 

Next the team played the 
game “The Good, the Bad, and the 
Ugly,” in which three people would 
give the audience members advice 
on their problems. One person 
would give good advice, another 
bad, while another would give ugly 
advice. The three team members 
in this game were freshman 
Lexi Banasiewicz, sophomore 

Sydney Legagner and junior John 
Chatigny. The highlight of this skit 
came when an audience member 
needed advice on freshman Kyle 
Keenan’s constantly texting him, 
to which John replied, “Kill him.”

In the next skit, called “The 
Bachelor,” senior team member 
Spencer Murray picked his ideal 
bachelorette based on her descrip-
tion of her character. Each bachelor-
ette would be assigned a character, 
and each would have to respond 
to Spencer’s questions in character, 
while he guessed their identities. 
The three characters were Mitt 
Romney, Oprah and Nicki Minaj. 

Senior Melissa Gitlin said 
this skit was especially entertaining. 
“I thought it was funny when 
Spencer didn’t know who Nicki 
Minaj was,” she said, “even when 
she sang ‘Super Bass’ on stage.”

The last skit was “Props” 
in which team members would be 
assigned a prop and they would 
have to act out activities with the 
prop. pretending that it was some-
thing else. Some props included a 
tiki torch and a bike pump. For this 
skit, senior Blake Randall joined 
the team from the audience, which 
added a sense of excitement to 
the performance. They used the 
tiki torch as a limbo stick, and a 
vacuum and a leash, which was 
entertaining to the audience. 

Overall, the assembly was 
a success. Senior Grace Kaufman 
said she thought the performance 
was exciting because of the audi-
ence involvement. “I thought it 
was funny,” she said. “It takes 
a lot of guts and skill to impro-
vise like that, and I really liked 
how they used the audience.”

Cast cuts loose in ‘Footloose’
by Rayva Khanna ’13

Cast members Emma Cowper ’16, Lexi Banasiewicz ’16, Thomas Wilson ’14 and Spencer Murray ’13 belt out a 
number in the winter musical “Footloose.”  (Photo by Garrett Meccariello ’13)

Junior Nicki Roth is a leader of the improv troupe. (Photo by Helena Roland 
’14)

by Rayva Khanna ’13

Intriguing ‘Ignominy’
On Friday, Feb. 22, the KO 

student body gathered in Roberts 
Theater to view the winter produc-
tion of the musical “Footloose.” 
Although the acting and singing and 
dancing are what attracted the most 
attention, many often overlook the 
aesthetics of the set and costumes. 

During the winter season, 
the winter tech team worked hard 
to construct and piece together a set 
made specifically for “Footloose.”

Despite the multitudes of 
other obstacles the tech crew 
had to overcome, the group had 
to manage without their leader, 
technical director Mark Kravetz, 
who was out for a good portion 
of the season with a neck injury. 

Nevertheless, senior Garrett 
Meccariello took charge as the 
acting technical director. “We 
were led well,” said junior and 
tech crew member AJ Greene. “Mr. 
Baldwin and Mr. McDonald came 
to supervise sometimes, but most 
of the leadership was in Garrett. 
However, we did get a late start to 
set building because he was out.”

Garrett found the his new 
leadership difficult but rewarding. 
“It was a challenge in the sense that I 
was doing the role of a staff member 
as well as a student,” he said, “but 
the experience was phenomenal, 
leading a team and making large 
events go off without a hitch.”

The set, which was designed 
by Garrett, took about a month to 
build. The crew had to build multiple 
platforms and then strengthen the 
ones they already had. Tables and 
benches and doors also had to be 

constructed, which were moved in 
and out between scene changes. 
Additionally, the set featured a 
frame surrounding a projector 
screen, depicting a boombox. 

“Mr. Baldwin and I talked 
about how we wanted the set,” 
said Garrett. “At first it was 
supposed to look like a jukebox, 
but intsead we decided on 
making it look like a boombox.” 

Many theatrical productions 
use multiple sets to show different 
settings; however, this production 
used only a single stationary set.

AJ said he liked how the set 
turned out in the end. “I think it 
fits,” he said. “‘Footloose’ changes 
scenes fairly often and to quite a 
few places, so a single set works 
best, and it’s also a stereo, so 
that helps with the whole music 
aspect. Using the projector 
behind it, although displaying 
some fairly off-putting images, 
like the eyes, worked well.”

Junior Maddie Pazzani, who 
played Wendy Jo in the musical, 
said the set worked well. “It was 
simple and sweet,” she said, “It  
was the kind of staging that enun-
ciated back up singers and allowed 
for innovative choreography.”

The costumes for “Foot-
loose” were designed by Paula 
Calafiore, who worked long 
hours everyday to design and 
fit spectacular costumes for the 
cast.  “I really liked all the cheesy 
80s clothes that she picked out,” 
said senior Olivia Kravetz, who 
starred as Ariel in the show. “They 
really set the mood for the era 
and got everyone in the mood.”

by Thomas Wilson ’14

Behind the scenes of 
the musical ‘Footloose’

Freshman Dylan Stewart said that 
the actresses in the show definitely 
displayed great musical skills. 

“My favori te  par t  of 
the musical was the female 
singing because it brought 
liveliness to the stage and 
made me happy,” said Dylan. 

Senior Kiki Thorington 

agreed. “I thought that Grace 
Gentile sang beautifully, and I’d 
be surprised if she doesn’t end 
up on Broadway,” she said. Kiki 
added that she believed the musical 
was an overall success. “I really 
enjoyed the musical this year,” she 
said. “I love the movie ‘Footloose,’ 
so it was nice to see the KO take.”

Improv team draws laughs at assembly
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Middle School artists chosen for art show:

On Thursday, Feb. 28, 
10 Kingswood Oxford Middle 
School artists were showcased 
in the annual Our Work Our 
Choice exhibition. Artwork by 
students from Renbrook and 
Watkinson was also featured. 

Our Work Our Choice is 
appropriately named – the pieces 
in the exhibition are created and 
chosen solely by the students. 
Middle School art teacher Katherine 
Nicholson chose 100 outstanding 
pieces from all art classes, then 
opened voting to the student body. 

Voting was open to the 
Middle and Upper Schools, 
but mainly Middle School 
students and faculty cast votes.. 

The same process occurred 
at Renbrook and Watkinson, and 
the 10 best pieces from each school 
were featured. The event’s home 
rotates each year among the three 
schools; this year it was held at 
KO in the Middle School lobby. 

Academic Dean of Humani-
ties Patricia Rosoff helped found 
the event in the 1970s as a way 
to bring artistically minded inde-
pendent school students from the 
Greater Hartford area together. 

“I’m so proud of the artists 
and the students for choosing 
such great work,” said Mrs. Nich-
olson. “I’m only the facilitator, 
so it’s really all about the kids.” 

Mrs. Nicholson also cited 
the event’s cross-curricular 
nature as a source for her enthu-
siasm. “After the pieces are 
chosen,” she said, “I hang them 
on a bulletin board and English 
classes can write and respond to 

them.” Poems written about the 
pieces are displayed next to the 
artwork to add to the experience. 

Although Mrs. Nicholson 
said that she gives guidelines and 
asks her students to use certain 
techniques in their artwork, the 
subject and inspiration comes 
completely from the students. 

A wide range of art forms 
were used; graphite drawings, 
scratchboard creations, water-
color paintings, cave painting 
inspired pieces, and sculpted 
work were all proudly displayed 
in the lobby of the Middle School. 

E i g h t h  g r a d e r  Ry a n 
Albanesi’s piece is a print of an 
eagle over a backdrop of a spec-
trum of warm-colored hues. 

He calls the piece “Sunrise 
Flight,” and said that the inspira-
tion for it came from his commute 
home from school in the afternoon. 

“Some days, when I get out 
a bit late, I’m able to see a sunset,” 
he said. “The final product looked 
much more the a sunrise than a 
sunset, but I wasn’t complaining!”

Sixth grader Olivia Krieble 
used scratch paper to depict 
black and white pumpkins. “It 
was an extra project that wasn’t 
required,” she said. “I loved how 
the pumpkins looked, so I guess 
I just wanted to draw them.”

Seventh grader Lily Hammer 
put her artistic signature – liter-
ally – on a multicolored abstract 
painting with her overlaid auto-
graph. “I used paint to make the 
four colorful sections,” she said. 
“For the letters, I wrote down 
my signature, and then enlarged 
the image on a photocopier and 
traced the letters onto my piece.”

by Maddie Pazzani ’14

If you don’t know who senior 
Spencer Murray is, you must be 
living under the rocks and moun-
tains. In his time at KO, he has made 
an undeniable impact on campus, 
particularly in the theater depart-
ment and with his band, Triplet. 

I have never known Spencer 
to say something commonplace or 
mundane, and my chat with him 
outside theater director Lud Bald-
win’s office was no exception.

Pulling his shoulder-length 
hair out of his eyes, Spencer 
began by describing the origins 
of his life in theater at 8-years 
old: “I was bored in elementary 
school and my parents thought I 
was good at lying, so they signed 
me up for theater,” he said. 

Since then, his fondness for 
fibbing has blossomed into a full-
fledged talent. He has supported 
KO drama in a variety of roles, 
including the lead part Ren in this 
year’s “Footloose,” Jack Chesney 
in “Charley’s Aunt,” Rooster in 
“Annie,” Caliban in the “Tempest,” 
and Jem in “To Kill a Mockingbird.” 

“Footloose” marked Spen-
cer’s last performance in a major 
KO production. “I hate to say it was 

bittersweet, but it was bittersweet,” 
he said. “Mr. Baldwin has helped 
me immensely in developing my 
skill, as well as my love for theater.”

Despite his formidable stage 
presence, this thespian plans to 
leave live performance behind him 
in favor of acting for the camera. 
“Film acting utilizes more of the 
things I can appreciate about acting, 

and that’s subtlety and realism,” 
Spencer said. No matter where his 
passion takes him, he said that, 
“Next year [he plans] on doing 
some nebulous writing/acting/
directing/producing projects.”

Another major facet of Spen-
cer’s talent is his work with his 
band Triplet, whose other members 

Spencer takes the stage
by Maddie Pazzani ’14

One of the lesser known 
classes at KO is jamming away 
as we speak. Music technology 
teacher Wayne Pierce’s electronic 
music class keeps turning up beats, 
secluded in the corner of Roberts.

While it’s not a typical 
music class or ensemble, Dr. 
Pierce said he is “trying to reach 
the other 80 percent of kids who 
don’t play an instrument or sing in 
an ensemble.” The class provides 
a great opportunity, he said, “ for 
kids with no musical experience.” 

The class, he said, “exposes 
kids not in an ensemble to musical 
process.” This is exactly what 
happened for junior Neil Sonalkar, 
who was looking to finish his 
arts requirement to graduate. 

“Working and making 
music through computer is 
fun,” Neil said. “It’s especially 
awesome because it also inte-
grates video with digital music.”

Currently the class is creating 
stories, but representing them only 
with music and sound effects. 
Students, Dr. Pierce said, “need to 
find and create music to tell story 
and effects to provide visuals.” 

It’s essentially storytelling 

without the words. “We’re going 
into musical synthesis afterwards,” 
said Dr. Pierce. “They’ll being going 
over how to use synthesizers and 
how they work. After that they’ll 
be able to create their own sounds.” 

As of the moment there 
is not a follow-up class. “But 
I’m looking to develop an audio 
recording facility to extend what 
students do now,” said Dr. Pierce.

One of the unique parts 
of the class, he said, “is a lot of 
sharing their works in progress.” 

During the last four classes, 
students have worked in pairs 
and then shared as a class for 
feedback. “Working small, but 
then collaborating larger, makes 
sure they’re not just sitting alone 
on a computer,” Dr. Pierce said.

While there may be only six 
kids in the class, it can be extremely 
helpful because the students 
can get individualized attention. 

“There’s not a lot of us, but, 
when we work together in large 
groups and share input, it’s helpful 
to improve our projects,” said Neil.

Neil said that electronic 
music is an exciting class that 
everyone should take. “I’d defi-
nitely recommend it,” he said.. 

by Max Bash ’15

Electro excitement
Middle School art from Our Work Our Choice hangs in the lobby of the Estes building. (Photo by Helena Roland ’14.)

are senior Eric “E-Rok Mosk” 
Moskowitz and former KO student 
Ben “Swag Masta J” Cowper. 
Spencer prefers the stage name 
“Ambiance.” Triplet is currently 
creating a new album with the 
working title “Electric Signposts.”

If you’re expecting smooth 
vocals over the accompaniment 
of identifiable instruments, think 
again. “‘Music’ is a loose term,” 
said Spencer. “The English 
language has not evolved – or 
devolved – to the point where you 
can describe what we’re making.”

To learn more about Triplet, 
Spencer suggested searching for 
“Triplet: The Rise of the Greatest 
Band Known to Man” on YouTube.

At the end of the interview, 
I asked Spencer to describe the 
importance of art in his life. For 
the first time in our discussion, 
he took a significant pause to 
contemplate before responding. 

He decided to sum up his 
thoughts with a quote: “Frank 
Zappa once said, ‘We’re waging 
a war on apathy.’ You know, 
shaking people up and making 
them think about something 
that’s not stupid or vapid. I like 
to think that’s what I’m doing.”

“Frank Zappa 
once said, ‘We’re 

waging a war on 
apathy.’ I like to 
think that’s what 
I’m doing.”
- Spencer Murray

Our Work Our Choice exhibition
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Picture perfect prom proposals
by Mary Lessard ’14

There has been a buzz 
around campus recently. It’s hard to 
ignore the undeniable anticipation.  
March Break is almost upon us.  

But what comes after 
March Break? AP exams? 
Spring warmth? Only two more 
months of school? Those all may 
be true, but there is one more 
thing.  Prom season has begun. 

Many people may have 
noticed some changes on campus.  
Whether you walked down the 
hallway between Ms. McKee’s 
office feeling as if you had suddenly 
walked into an 80’s rom-com or 
saw junior girls carrying around 
bouquets of flowers, prom has an 
impact on our day-to-day lives. 

 I will be the first to admit, I 
love seeing all the unique ways that 
people think of asking their prom 
date to go to the dance with them.  

This year, however, dramatic 
prom asks have generated mixed 

reviews. “Overall, they have 
been mediocre at best,” sopho-
more Julia McGowan said, “but 
there have been some good ones.”

Julia said she’s a fan of the 
way that junior Connor Keenan 
asked  junior Alayna Putterman.  
Most people may not know it, but 
Alayna loves chicken McNuggs.  

Connor, knowing this fact, wrote 
“Prom?” inside the box of the 
McDonalds meal and handed it 
to her for lunch. “It was perfect 
because she has an obsession 
with McNuggets,” Julia said. “I 
thought it was awesome that he 
knew her so well and put a creative 
spin on something she enjoys.”

Junior Spencer Martin asked Junior Rachel Dietz to prom with balloons, a 
teddy bear and an arrangement of candies. (Photo courtesy of Rachel Dietz)

Moe’s reopens – finally!
by Naomi Letourneau ’14

When Jerry, the area director 
for Moe’s Midtown restaurant 
chain, walked into Moe’s Blue-
Back Square location in early 
November, something didn’t 
seem right. “There was water all 
over the floor, and we thought 
someone left the water on or 
that there was a leak,” said Jerry. 

Because of the cold that 
Hurricane Sandy brought, one 
of the pipes had frozen and then 
had burst, so all the water was 
leaking out. There was some 
damage, and the restaurant had 
to close down for some time. 

“I was upset that it was 
closed,” said junior Caitlin 
Hettrick. “It’s not my favorite 
restaurant, but, once it wasn’t 
an option, it made me sad.” 

Many kids at KO who 
enjoy going to Moe’s were heart-
broken. “They didn’t even give 
us a warning,” said junior Taylor 
Lynn. “A couple of my friends and 
I wanted to go eat there after swim 
practice and it was just closed!” 

Whether it’s on the week-
ends or during free period for 
lunch, many students at KO rely 
on Moe’s for inexpensive, conve-
nient Mexican food.  When it 
was closed, many KO students 
suffered from what Taylor called 
“Moe’s withdrawal.” “I had to 
eat at the Counter,” said Taylor 
“There are only so many times you 
can eat their sweet potato fries.” 

For others it did not matter 
much because they could eat at 
Chipotle. “I did not care very 
much,” said junior Taryn Braz. 
“I like Chipoltle better anyway.” 

Senior Kent Byrd agreed. 
“I like Moe’s and Chipotle 
equally, so for me it did not 
matter much that it was closed.” 

As of Tuesday, March 26, 
Moe’s had been open for five years. 
Jerry decided that, because they had 
to close to fix the pipe, they might 
as well make adjustments to other 

things in the restaurant as well. 
Now, when you walk into 

Moe’s, you will notice: a new 
‘Welcome to Moe’s sign, new 
floors, new pictures, new paint, 
a new 100-flavor soda machine, 
new furniture and brighter lights. 
“I think it is a nice new environ-
ment that people will enjoy,” 
said Jerry. “It should bring in 
more happy customers as well!”

The first day that Moe’s 
opened, much of the KO commu-
nity was there. “I was really 
excited to get a Moe’s t-shirt!” 
said senior Katie Marchetti. Jerry 
explained that they were very 
excited to finally be open again 
after being closed for four weeks. 

“Seeing the inside all torn 
up as I was walking by made my 
heart break,” said Cailtin. “I am 
really glad they took the time 
to make renovations though.” 

Senior Shane Carroll and 
sophomore Addie Waskowitz agreed 
that it seemed cleaner and nicer 
when they entered for the first time. 

“The new renovations 
are great because they didn’t 
change too much” said junior 
Griffin Maloney “It still has the 
nice cozy look it always had.” 

Moe’s biggest new offer 
is a new soda dispenser. It is a 
touch screen machine with a 
multitude of flavors of juice, 
soda and sports drinks. “I love 
the variety of sodas!” said Katie. 

But junior Molly Paper-
master said the number of choices 
was intimidating. “It was really 
overwhelming because there 
were so many opinions,” she 
said. “I couldn’t decide and 
they only have one machine 
so there was a line forming 
behind me. I just chose water.” 

Many on campus are 
thrilled that Moe’s is open, 
either because, like Taylor, 
they suffered from Moe’s with-
drawal, or because, as junior 
Taryn Braz said, “Now the lines 
at Chipotle will just be shorter!”    

Keys to keeping  
clubs convening
by Samantha Pinkes ’14

Every year new clubs 
are formed, but they do not 
always follow through on 
their  promise of  meeting. 

The busy school schedule, 
including X-periods, inter-
feres with clubs ability to hold 
meeting on a regular basis. Some 
clubs however are able to find a 
time to meet against the odds. 

Leaders of clubs that 
meet both regularly and rarely  
share the reasons behind these 
meetings and their frequency. 

“We try to find  a 

convenient time 
to meet, usually 
8X, but it’s up to 
the leadership 
to stay vigilant 
about meeting.”              
- Andrew Sikora

“Sometimes the 
biggest chal-
lenge is gener-
ating enough 
interest to keep 
the club running.”              
- Lina Volin

Global awareness organi-
zation (GAO) meets once every 
two weeks, on 5X. Their student 
leader, senior Mark Toubman said, 
“The GAO has a core of strong 
committed members. We set out to 
meet every 5X, although occasion-
ally there are conflicts; however, 
what has worked for us this year 
was to pick a mutually convenient 
X period and assume that there was 
a meeting unless instructed other-
wise. That way, people can show up 
and be turned away, rather than stay 
away wondering in uncertainty.” 

Sophomore Lina Volin,  

vice president of GAO, said, 
“Sometimes the biggest chal-
lenge is generating enough 
interest to keep the club running.”

Other club leaders said that 
it helps to have a pre-established 
club with committed members, 
rather than having to earn the 
commitment of newcomers. 

Another good way to make 
sure the entire student body knows 
about the meetings is announcing 
them at assemblies or in the bulletin, 
so that people who are interested 
know when and where to go. 

“We have also tried to 
advertise meetings in various 
ways,” Mark said, “including 
announcements, the bulletin, and 
even our newspaper update.”

Mark is also the leader of 
the investment club, a club that 
does not meet quite as often and 
is not as publicized as GAO. 

“The investment club is 
a little more relaxed with our 
meeting schedule,” he said, 
“but that is a requirement of 
having an outside advisor.” 

One reason he cited for the 
less frequent meeting of the invest-
ment club is that the faculty advi-
sors are not available very often. 

“Our advisors are mostly 
available in the mornings, so 
we either have 1X or 2X meet-
ings. Although 2X is preferred, 
depending on the availability 
of our advisors, we have to 
be flexible,” said Mark. They 
still try to have monthly or 
bi-monthly meetings though. 

Senior Andrew Sikora, 
head of the handball club, also 
organizes meetings successfully, 
and believes that it is mostly 
up to the club leaders to make 
sure they keep the clubs active. 

“We try to find a convenient 
time to meet, usually 8X,” he 
said, “but it’s up to the leadership 
to stay vigilant about meeting.”

Freshman Lily Wu, head of 
the Otaku Club, said, “I mostly just 
want to maximize our meeting time 
so that we get a lot of stuff done 
during the year, and hopefully will 
get to know each other better.” 

She said that having a plan 
for what to do also helps meet-
ings, “In meetings we generally 
just eat food, watch an episode 
of anime and sometimes I’ll have 
some Japanese phrases that are 
either useful or pertain to what we 
watch on a certain day,” she said.

Sophomore Julia McGowan, 
student leader of the Cooking Club, 
was open about the fact the club 
(also led by sophomores Sophia 
Harrison and Olivia Whirty) 
does not meet very frequently. 

“It’s 7X, and 7th is our free 
period, so we never want to actu-
ally meet because it’s a hassle and 
we couldn’t find another time to 
meet,” she said. “The one meeting 
we did have was fun even though 
not that many people came.” 
She said they hope to have more 
meetings as the year goes on. 

 

Junior  Sam Wiseman 
also recalled a prom invita-
tion that he thought was special.  

One morning during first 
period, Mr. Sullivan was hosting 
a normal chemistry class when 
suddenly junior Collin Brantner 
walked in. “He just waltzed into the 
middle of class holding pink flowers 
and asked [junior] Samantha Pinkes 
to prom.  It was very unexpected 
but very enjoyable,” says Sam. 

Everyone on campus, 
including freshmen, have been 
observing the various prom 
requests.  Junior Will Martin, at the 
final swim meet, walked up to junior 
Mary Colliton just before she was 
about to swim her 500, to wish her 
good luck.  But as he was turning 
around and about to walk away, 
he decided that was the moment, 
and quickly asked her if she would 
like to go to prom with him.  

“Will Martin’s unique way 
of asking Mary to the prom at 
our Founders swim champion-

ship was very brave of him,” 
says freshmen Mick Hains.

One very personal prom 
proposal emerged when Spencer 
Martin asked his girlfriend Rachel 
Dietz.  Rachel’s whole family was 
involved, surprising her with a 
romantic Valentine’s Day dinner. 
It was based it on “The Notebook,” 
and Spencer had placed arrows 
with pictures of them together 
leading up to her bedroom.

 “It was cute how he didn’t 
just ask but had a dinner with 
her after,” junior Naomi Lete-
orneu said. “It didn’t hurt that it 
was also Valentine’s Day which 
made it that much more special,” 

While these are just a few 
of the ways that people have been 
asked, there are more to come 
as the Junior Prom gets closer.  

“There were a lot of expecta-
tions after all the really elaborate 
ones last year, but I think as a whole 
our grade has done a pretty good 
job,” junior Samantha Pinkes said,  
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Physics lizard amazes students

S t u d e n t s  i n  s c i e n c e 
teacher Sarah Lamb’s physics 
classes received a rather unusual 
Valentine’s Day gift this year. 

After the classes discussed 
and planned for a class pet, 
a  s ix -month  o ld  bearded 
dragon named Mu arrived in 
class on Thursday, Feb. 14.

Ms. Lamb’s second-period 
physics class was at the helm of the 
effort to bring a lizard into the class. 

The idea first came to 
senior Tim O’Sullivan, who was 
thinking about a scene in the 
James Bond movie “Skyfall,” 
during which two characters 
fight in a Komodo dragon pit. 

As soon as the idea of having 
a reptile of his own occurred to him, 
he raised his hand and asked Ms. 
Lamb if the class could have a pet.

Senior Riley Risteen, 
who works at the Children’s 
Museum down Trout Brook 
Drive from Kingswood Oxford, 
helped the class figure out which 
type of lizard they should get. 

“We figured we would get a 

bearded dragon because you can 
train them,” said Riley. “They’re 
the classic starter lizards.” 

Ms. Lamb, who is a proud 
owner of a rescued pitbull, said 
that her one requirement was 
that the lizard be adopted. She 
and Riley looked at Craig’s List, 
and located a baby lizard at an 
animal shelter in New Britain. 

This lizard had previ-
ously been owned by a young 

by Molly Miller ’13

Mu the Physics Lizard is still adjusting to his new home. (Photo by Helena Roland ‘14)

Secrets behind the 
set up of assemblies
by Natalie Goldstein ’14

Assembly is simply another 
part of the day for many: students 
filter into Roberts Theater, sit 
down, listen to speeches, watch 
videos, or enjoy performances. 

However, there is a behind-
the-scenes crew who work 
hard to make sure assemblies 
run smoothly and successfully. 

Setting up for morning 
assemblies takes about half an 
hour, during which Senior Audio 
Engineer Garrett Meccariello 
helps Technical Director Mark 
Kravetz set up during first period. 

They begin by moving 
a single microphone and the 
podium to the front of Roberts 
Theater for the announcers 
and removing the barricades 
from the front of the stage .  

They  a l so  c lean  the 
stage to make it presentable 

Sometimes,  there are  
special announcements that require 
the use of a curtain or projector. 

Mr. Kravetz is informed 
at least a day in advance of 
these special announcements 
so he can prepare accordingly. 

He tries to download 
the videos directly to the hard 
drive to make sure that they 
run smoothly on assembly day. 

“The Internet is risky 
because if it [the Internet connec-
tion] goes down, there’s nothing 
we can do . . the quality is not as 
good,” explained Mr. Kravetz. 

Senior Max Goldberg 
sets up and runs the projector 
when videos, power points 
or websites are presented. 

Garrett is in charge of 
playing the music before and after 
assembly, and, just like the videos, 
the music has to be of high quality. 

The low sound quality 
of YouTube videos is exag-
gerated when played over the 
loudspeakers, and therefore 
they are difficult to listen to. 

Instead, Garrett buys all 
the music with his own iTunes 
account, spending approximately 
$5 on music for each assembly. 

He usually chooses the 
music based on the iTunes Top 
10 in order to please everyone. 

However, not all the songs 
on the Top 10 list are suitable. 

The songs must meet certain 
qualifications in order to be played 
at assembly, he explained: “The 
song has to have clean lyrics 
and an uplifting beat,” Garrett 
said. “Because of this, we don’t 
play a lot of slow or sad songs.” 

Once the music has been 
chosen and microphone set in place, 
Garrett balances the microphone 
to each person’s voice to ensure 
they sound as normal as possible.

While morning assemblies 
take half an hour to prepare, 3x 
assemblies require much more time.  

Sometimes the set up for 
assemblies is so complicated that 
it takes an effort similar to that 
required to set up for a play or a big 
production. The Holiday Assembly, 
a favorite among students, takes 
weeks to plan and prepare. 

Setting up the micro-
phones for a musical group can 
take up to an hour. The micro-
phones must be set  up in the right 
formation and tested to make 

sure they are working properly. 
Unfortunately, Garrett does 

not get a chance to prepare the 
mics with the musical groups 
before the assembly, so he 
balances the microphones as they 
sing. This requires quick thinking 
and quick sound adjustments. 

Another favorite assembly 
of the KO community is the 
Symposium. Much like the 
Holiday Assembly, this assembly 
requires more time to set up. 

This year’s Symposium 
featured playwright Tony Kushner 
and called for an elaborate set up.

“The set up for Kushner was 
actually quite complex and all done 
by students,” said Mr. Kravetz. 

Both Mr. Kushner and Colin 
McEnroe (the moderator for the 
evening) required wireless mics. 

Garrett took special care 
to equalize the sound before the 
assembly to ensure Mr. Kushner 
sounded as natural as possible. 

Mr. Kushner’s set up also 
included two chairs, a table, 
and a lamp, and junior Allie 
Stanton set up special lighting. 
The set up was intended to feel 
more “homey” and comfortable. 

Mr.  Krave tz  r ecords 
special assemblies himself and 
then edits them for the archives. 

Other t imes, he edits 
them in to  shor te r  v ideos 
f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  w e b s i t e . 

The behind-the-scenes of 
assemblies is far more compli-
cated than many students 
imagine, but thanks to the hard 
work and dedication of Mr. 
Kravetz and his team, students 
can enjoy successful assemblies. 

Surviving 
the blizzard
“My snowman came alive.” 
– Jake Lesham ’14

“I read ‘Hamlet’ twice.” 
– Peter Rusconi ’14

“My dog got stuck in the snow.” 
– Melanie Doot ’15

“It took me 20 minutes to walk to 
the bottom of my driveway.” 
– Jack Wolf  ’16

“I stayed in my house and re-
watched the first season of ‘Gossip 
Girl.’” 
– Samantha Pinkes ’14

“I went to the movies twice and saw 
‘Identity Theft’ and ‘Silver Linings 
Playbook.’” – Grace Jarmoc ’14

“I didn’t lose power!” 
– Naomi Letourneau ’14

boy who got him as a Christmas 
present, but didn’t feel he 
had a fitting home for him.  

The  l izard  had  been 
dropped off at a local shelter and 
was looking for a new loving 
and nurturing environment.

Mu is named after the Greek 
letter of the coefficient of friction, 
which the second period class 
was learning about during Tim’s 
epiphany. Mu now lives in the back 

of the Chase-Tallwood physics 
classroom, in a tank donated by 
senior Brittany Vose, and is on a 
diet of vegetables and crickets.

“We go on breakfast 
runs to Whole Foods to get 
veggies for him,” said Riley. 

“My boss is a herpetolo-
gist so I’ll talk to him from time 
to time to get advice about 
what he should be eating.” 

Ms. Lamb feeds Mu over 

the weekends, because she is 
already at KO for Robotics.   

Sometimes science teacher 
Lisa Bailey will join in on the 
fun and take turns feeding the 
lizard. “Ms. Bailey thinks it is 
a lot of fun to feed him crickets 
and vegetables,” said Ms. Lamb. 

During the summer, Ms. 
Lamb will continue to care for Mu, 
as she will frequently be at  school 
to run a summer Robotics team.  

Mu  i s  p rog res s ive ly 
becoming more and more comfort-
able with his surroundings. When 
he first arrived, he could have only 
limited contact with the students. 

“Because he’s still a baby, 
he needed a few weeks to adjust 
to the new enviornment and 
people in the class,” said Ms. 
Lamb. “Now everyone’s able to 
touch him. He’s still small, so 
he needs to be handled gently.” 

Although Ms. Lamb and 
Riley have done the majority of 
the work involving setting up the 
cage and getting Mu food, all of the 
physics students have done their 
best to make Mu feel welcome.
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Laptops:  Friends or Foes?
by Sophie Kruger ’14

Have you ever walked by 
a classroom and seen the teacher 
lecturing a wall of computers?  

Have you ever looked 
up while taking notes in your 
history class and been faced with 
a blockade of bright little apples 
lodged in the back of a silver screen?  

H a v e  t h o s e  q u e s -
tions ever made you wonder 
if our school has a problem?

I like to call it a laptop 
problem – sort of like an addic-
tion.  Hi, my name is Sophie 
Kruger and I don’t have a laptop.  

But let’s face it – I’m among 
the minority.  Most say: Hi, I have 
a laptop, and I use it in class.  But 
the real question I set out to answer 
is: How many people who use 
laptops use them appropriately?

How many students are 
actually taking notes and how 
many people are updating their 
status on Facebook?  What about 
this: How many people who use 
their laptops for tests and quizzes 
are only using a word document 
to type and how many people just 
take a second to look up a date 
or a definition on the Internet?

Students find a mixture of 
benefits and downfalls to the use 
of laptops.  Senior Steph Fagbemi 
said that laptops can be helpful 
for note taking, but that “we 
don’t really need them in class 
because most of the time you 
don’t have to take notes that fast.”  

Senior Austin Williams 
cited the organizational benefit 
of laptops. “Having an electronic 
copy helps people stay organized 
and people type faster than they 
write,” he said.  He also added the 

ability to send one’s notes to a peer.  
On the subject of laptop 

use on tests, senior Lindsay 
Palma explained that students 
can get more out of their time 
with a laptop, as well as being 
able to go back to edit.  “If I want 
to change something I can go 
back, and it is neater,” she said.  

However, each student 
brought up a megabyte’s worth 

of concerns regarding laptop use.  
Steph discussed the possi-

bility of cheating with a laptop.  
Austin declared a firm stance on 
the laptop use during assessments. 
“In-class essays should be hand-
written, unless it is with a device 
provided by the teacher,” he said.

He added that thoughts often “flow 
better” when hand-written as well.  

However, students without 
laptops feel at a distinct disadvan-
tage.  “Laptops are so unfair on tests 
because typing is so much faster 
than writing,” said junior Mary 
Lessard.  She added that students 
who use laptops in class to play 
games distract not only themselves, 
but also the others around them.  

Junior  Mary Coll i ton 
conveyed similar dissatisfac-
tion about students using laptops 
on tests.  “People can go on the 
Internet during the test, and that’s 
cheating. It’s so unfair,” she said. 

J u n i o r  J a k e  L e s h e m 
cited the possibility for distrac-
tion in class.  “Laptops in 
classrooms foster distractions 
and game playing,”he said. 

Teachers weighed in on 
web-use, too. Science teacher Tim 
Allerton said he actually prefers 
the use of laptops in his classroom.  
“Students can type notes and they 
can access the online textbook so 
they don’t have to carry their heavy 
book to school every day,” he said.  

He added that students can 
get distracted by all the possibili-
ties open to them with a computer.  

Mr.  Al ler ton said  he 

would love to let everyone use 
laptops on tests but for now 
only students with accommo-
dations use their computers.  

English teacher Meg Kasprak 
said that laptops are “good for a kid 
with a certain learning profile.”  

However, as an English 
teacher,she actually discourages 
the use of computers for notes.  
“I prefer that kids take notes 
in the book.  A laptop ruins the 
connection between the student 
and the book,” she explained.  

Mrs. Kasprak said she feels 
comfortable with students using 
laptops on in-class essays.  She 
raised a question: Is it possible 
that students actually write better 
essays if they hand-write because 
they are forced to go more slowly?  
However, in this age of computers 
where everyone’s first baby gift is a 
learn-to-type program, it probably 
doesn’t make much of a difference. 

The conversation ended with 
a discussion of what really harbors 
the best learning environment.  

“On any given day in any 
given classroom, I can guar-
antee that 50 percent of the kids 
using laptops are not taking 
notes,” Mrs. Kasprak said.  

Here is the big question that 
is still unanswered, and Google 
won’t be much help: What is 
the best laptop policy for KO?

“Laptops should be used 
in class because that’s what 
they do in college.  If this is 
a prep school then we should 
mimic college,” said Austin.  

He added that there should 
be no laptops on tests unless the 
student has a special permit because 
students need to be prepared to 
write on AP tests and other exams.

Students have different motives behind their laptop use. (Cartoon by Ben 
Akerele ’14)

KO takes second place in New 
England’s ‘Green Cup Challenge’ 
by Rachel Yirigian ’14

KO Green Team has been 
hard at work implementing a 
strong sense of environmental 
responsibility in our KO commu-
nity.  With the conclusion of a 
successful Green Cup Challenge 
as well as an intercampus compe-
tition, the members of the KO 
community are actively involved 
in the Green Team’s mission.

Green Club Founders, 
juniors Keenan Line and Allison 
Stanton, said they are very content 
with KO’s efforts thus far and are 
looking forward to further progress.  

The Green Cup Challenge 
is an annual widespread compe-
tition that inspires schools to 
reduce campus electricity use 
and greenhouse gas emission.  
Schools compete by promoting 
greening efforts, such as recy-
cling and water conservation, 
within their school community.   

Keenan said that  KO 
competes against other day schools 

such as Hopkins School and Rye 
Country Day School.  “Boarding 
Schools use a lot more energy 
than day schools because they 
have students on campus, using 
energy 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, so it doesn’t make 

“Students are 
becoming more 
self concious 
when they go 
to throw some-
thing away.”                  
- Allie Stanton
sense to compare them.” she said.

KO placed second out of 11 
day schools.  In addition, the KO 
community managed to reduce its 
energy use by 14.1 percent and, by 
doing so, saved $1,900 and kept 
30,000 pounds of carbon dioxide 

from entering the atmosphere. 
“The snow days did help save a lot 
of energy, but the majority of the 
success was a result of the efforts 
made by students and faculty,” said 
Green Club Supervisor Lisa Bailey.

KO students have also been 
doing their part to recycle as much 
as they can.  Every Wednesday, one 
form goes from classroom to class-
room, grabbing recycling bins.  
They empty them is the large recy-
cling bin behind the cafeteria.  Allie 
said that this is a great way to make 
KO campus greener because it 
encourages students to get involved 
in the mission of the Green Team.

“Students are becoming 
more self conscious when they 
go to throw something away.  
They stop and take the time to 
decide whether of not their waste 
item can be recycled,” Allie said.

Mrs. Bailey, Keenan, and 
Allie agree that the Green Team has 
made a name for itself this year and 
they are looking to be even more 
successful as the year progresses.  

“We are currently brain 
storming a tee-shirt design 
for Earth Day,” said Keenan.  

She said that all members 
of the Green Team would 
like to give students a chance 
to participate in fun, green, 
activities such as Earth Day.

Allie said that she encour-
ages anyone and everyone to stop 
by Green Team meetings during 
7Xs.  In addition, she asks that 
everyone keep their ears open for 
announcements during assemblies 
as they move forward this spring.   

“People can go 
on the Internet 
during the 
test and that’s 
cheating.  It’s so 
unfair.”

- Mary Colliton

Steph said that it’s impos-
sible to control the use of laptops. 
“You can’t regulate it, so let people 
use laptops whenever,” she said.

But Lindsay added the 
stipulation that the school provide 
computers with disabled Internet 
for tests.  “That gives students an 
option without the teacher having 
to be suspicious,” she explained.  

Mr. Allerton revealed that 
the school can actually monitor 
which sites a student is accessing 
even if it is a laptop.  He explained 
how laptop use requires a policy 
of trust.  “We trust you until we 
can’t, and then you lose the privi-
lege to use your laptop and you 
can’t get it back,” he affirmed.    

Behind all the discussion 
is an important concept that Mrs. 
Kasprak articulated: “I do think 
that we have a responsibility to 
create an environment that is suit-
able for learning.  For most kids, 
that does not include a laptop.”

When it comes to the 
computer problem, there are tons 
of possibilities, all with the goal of 
creating the best learning environ-
ment.  Maybe we should feed the 
addiction.  Maybe moderation is the 
healthiest choice.  Maybe we should 
just cut ourselves off completely.  

Maybe we should attempt a 
test trial: Let’s have one day at KO 
that is completely laptop free and 
examine the withdrawal symptoms. 

“I prefer that 
kids take notes in 
the book.”                  
- Mrs. Kasprak

The KO News 
staff wishes    
everyone a  
restful spring 
vacation!



14 THURSDAY
March 7, 2013 Features Under the Radar THURSDAY

March 7, 201315
Senior soccer captain Kelly Caruso 
commits to Division I Quinnipiac 
by Allie Kyff ’14

Last month, senior and 
varsity girls soccer captain Kelly 
Caruso signed a letter of intent to 
play soccer at a Division I univer-
sity: Quinnipiac in Hamden, Conn.  

Kelly started her soccer 
career playing in a recreational 
league in kindergarten.  From then 
on, her soccer career flourished.  

Kelly played throughout 
elementary and middle school, 
specifically in the CFC Soccer Club. 
Kelly said she was very motivated 
by her coaches in the CFC club.

At the beginning of her 
freshman year in 2009, Kelly 
began playing varsity girls soccer 
here at KO, where she found 
herself significantly improving.  

“It helped a lot,” Kelly 
said. “Coming from where I was, 
it was a much higher level.  I 
learned a lot by playing against 
schools like Loomis Chaffee 
where they recruit soccer players.” 

Kelly said she fell in love 
with soccer for many reasons, 
but one in particular: She adored 
the camaraderie of the team.  

“I like how you get so 
close with your team; they’re 
like a second family,” Kelly said. 

Kelly’s coaches and team-
mates agree that Kelly is a magnifi-
cent soccer player.  “She’s probably 
one of the best high school players 
I’ve seen with her ability to strike 
the ball,” said KO’s Head Varsity 

Kelly Caruso signs her letter of intent to Quinnipiac University accompanied by her parents, coach Tracy Deeter, left 
rear, and Athletic Director Sue Cabot, rear right.  (Photo by Chris Troianello)

Soccer Coach Tracy Deeter. “Her 
shot is pretty powerful, and she’s 
an unselfish player. She does a 
good job of distributing the ball.”   

When speaking of her own 
skills. Kelly agreed with Ms. 
Deeter. “I see the field really 
well,” she said. “I know where I 

want to go before I get the ball.”
Kelly played varsity soccer 

for four years at KO and one 
moment stands out for her: winning 
the New England Class B Champi-
onship during her sophomore year.  

Another highlight for 

Kelly was her final game against 
Worcester Academy.  “Kelly 
shot a ball in from 30 yards,” 
Ms. Deeter said.  “It was unbe-
lievable, and she played an 
important role in that game.”

Kelly started displaying 
interest in Quinnipiac early 

on in her high school career.  
Luckily, she knew the Quin-
nipiac assistant coach because 
he founded the CFC soccer club.  

Wisely, Kelly kept in contact 
with Quinnipiac.  She realized 
that it was the right fit for her, 

academically and athletically.  
Kelly said she looks forward 

to playing there next fall. “I’m 
excited for the high level of play,” 
she said.  “I’ve also met all the girls 
on the team, and they’re really nice.” 

Nex t  yea r,  Ke l ly  i s 
thinking of making the switch 

from middle center to defense.  
“She could be quite successful 
playing defense,” said Ms. Deeter.  

KO Director of Athletics 
Sue Cabot praised Ms. Deeter 
for preparing Kelly to play at the 
collegiate level,  “Ms. Deeter does 

a great job in preparing athletes/
soccer players to play at the next 
level,” she said. “She is a great 
role model of a high-level athlete 
who is fit and works hard in the 
classroom and out. She has high 
standards and expectations.  She 
challenges her players to push 
themselves beyond what they 
thought possible, to believe in 
oneself and to compete hard.” 

The actual process through 
which players are recruited becomes 
quite complicated, especially for 
Division I athletes like Kelly.  

It requires a lot of contact 
with the school’s coach.  Athletes 
interested in playing a Divi-
sion I sport like Kelly must 
complete several necessary steps.  

“Attend camps or show-
cases,” Ms. Cabot said. “This 
will allow the athlete to compete 
against a wide range of athletes 
and give them exposure to a wide 
range of college coaches . . . 
Finding a college that fits academi-
cally, socially and meets the needs 
of the student athlete’s interest 
should take priority. Based on 
that, put together a list of schools 
that meet the student athlete’s 
academic and athletic criteria.”     

Kelly has played a huge role 
on the soccer team at KO and will 
be missed by her coaches and fellow 
players.  “I’ve played with her for 
four years, and I’m really proud of 
her,” said the girls soccer team’s 
senior Co-captain Shelby Smith.

GAO Update
by Mark Toubman ’13

A big  announcement 
rattled the world recently when 
Pope XVI (that’s 16th for those 
not versed in Roman numerals) 
announced his forthcoming 
retirement. Pope Benedict, at the 
age of 85, cited old age as the 
primary reason for his resignation.

 In his statement, he asserted, 
“Before God, I have come to 
the certainty that my strengths, 
due to an advanced age, are no 
longer suited to an adequate 
exercise” to lead the world’s 
approximate 1.2 billion Catholics.

Many skeptics theorize 
that there is more to the story 
than simply old age. This doubt 
is further incited by a recent sex 
scandal surrounding the resig-
nation of a British cardinal. 

All eyes turn to the impending 
papal conclave, which is the cere-
mony in which esteemed cardinals 
from around the world gather in the 
Sistine chapel to elect a new pope. 

While conventionally popes 
have occupied a small sliver of the 
world’s Catholic demographics, 
there is hope that the electorate 
will take an opportunity to update 
the church to the 21st century.  
For example, perhaps they will 
choose someone from Argen-
tina or Brazil, as Brazil holds 
the largest Catholic population 

in the word. Another candidate 
hails from Ghana, and his elec-
tion would break several barriers 
as the Church’s first black pope.

Although the Church is not 
known for its proclivity to change, 
it has the opportunity to adapt to 
the world around it. Stay tuned for 
the results of this defining election.

SGA Update: Springing into activities
by Tyler Whirty ’13

As the busy month of 
February comes to a close, Student 
Government is still moving full-
steam ahead. We are proud to say 
that the chocolate roses on Valen-
tine’s Day went very smoothly 
and was a successful event – so 
successful, in fact, that we ran out 
of roses two days early and plan 
to buy more next year. We are 
also proud that, despite our dance 
being canceled, we still collected 
a huge number of coats, hats, 
and gloves to donate to charity.

SGA is very excited about 
the spring season. We have a ton of 

things planned. We have been trying 
to plan a “movie night” on the turf 
for quite some time now, and we’re 
hoping that we can find a suitable 
Friday or Saturday night to have it. 
Also, we have been kicking around 
ideas for special X-period events 
that will hopefully be a lot of fun. 

We are looking forward to 
the spring as an opportunity to 
keep fostering a culture of SGA 
involvement, transparency and 
communication. We encourage you 
to go to your SGA representative 
with any questions, comments, or 
concerns about anything you wish 
to talk about. SGA is here to better 
student life in any way possible, 

and we take that job very seriously. 
We spent a large portion of our last 
meeting reviewing the results of the 
student life survey and generating 
ideas regarding how SGA can use 
its role on campus to improve things 
that were highlighted in the survey.

 The survey provided us with 
a special glimpse into student life; 
however, if we could get that kind 
of feedback on a regular basis, 
from informal communication 
with SGA representatives, then 
we would be much better off. 

Everyone  on  campus 
benefits from increased commu-
nication and SGA wants to see 
that be a theme for this spring. 
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As my time as investigative 
journalism comes to an end I have 
decided to leave Kingswood Oxford 
students with a guide to the senior 
classes. As a junior, it is extremely 
difficult to gauge what each class 
will be like from the course selec-
tion book. So, I have decided to 
compile student opinions about 
each of the senior classes offered. 

One basic suggestion offered 
by seniors is to refrain from loading 
up your schedule with a ton of APs. 
First semester seniors have the 
pressure of college applications and 
second semester seniors motivation 
to do work inevitably decreases. 

Science

A.P. Physics: Few people 
take A.P. physics. This year only 
four students were daring enough 
to tackle the course. These students 
have found this class challenging 
most of the time because the level 
of the material is so difficult. Senior 
Mark Toubman warned, “Only take 
this class if you really love physics.”

Honors Physics: Honors 
physics is a wonderful class said 
senior Kent Byrd. He continued to 
explain that “Ms. Lamb does a great 
job making a difficult class fun.” 
Kent said she accomplishes this by 
applying physics to everyday life. 
Senior Ruthie Dannehy agreed; 
she said “it’s a blast.” Students 
in honors physics recommend 
taking this class if you like science. 

Physics: Seniors say physics 
is an amazing class. They say Ms. 
Lamb is able to make an unap-
proachable topic for many people 
extremely clear and easy to under-
stand. She also manages to make 
every single class fun. She even 
organized getting a class pet. 
“Physics is one of my favorite 
classes,” senior Melissa Gitlin 
said, “because we take what we 
are learning in class and do proj-
ects where we make them real life 
examples. For example, we are 
currently learning about projec-
tile motions and we went to the 
gym to do see real life projectile 
motions through basketball, foot-
ball, and even rolling dice. We then 
measured all of those sports and 
timed it to figure out certain parts of 
the projectile motion. I love physics 
and highly suggest it. You could 

even get to meet our new class 
pet, a bearded dragon named Mu!”

Marine Biology: Marine 
biology is the best alternative 
for someone who isn’t great at 
science who still wants take a 
science.  In class, you will watch a 
lot of videos. In addition students 
learn about organisms and human 
impact on the environment. Senior 
John Peavy explained that “the 
work load isn’t bad at all. We will 
have three assignments a week that 
are usually about the reading or 
what we watched in class the day 
before.” Seniors say Mrs. Bailey is 
an awesome teacher and everyone 
in the class really likes her.

A.P. Biology: A.P. Biology 
is interesting, if you like bio. 
Senior Brenda Winn warned that 
“you cannot take the class if you 
just want to learn. It is completely 
taught to the AP test, nothing else.” 
The tests in class, seniors say, are 
compiled from old A.P. tests, so 
they are very specific. They say it’s 
also hard because you are tested 
on a minimum of six chapters at a 
time and that covers so much mate-
rial, it is hard to narrow it down to 
the specifics. Also, a lot of seniors 
take it as their science or second 
science, and sophomores take it as 
their main science class so there 
is a bit of disconnect between the 
grades. Seniors say it would be a 
better senior class if it were not 
with the sophomores, because 
they are just at such a different 
point in their education at KO.

Psychology: Psychology is 
a brand-new class at Kingswood 
Oxford. Senior Danielle Katz 
explained that it’s a good class. 
“Ms. McKee is a fun teacher and 
always tries to find new activities to 
challenge our ways of learning each 
subject,” said Danielle. She also 
continued to explain that the work 
load is manageable at most times. 

English:

Symposium: Symposium 
is one of the unique opportunities 
that Kingswood Oxford offers. It 
is a once-in-a-lifetime experience 
to study an author for an entire 
semester and then get to meet him or 
her. Through studying the author’s 
works, the class is really able to 
to get inside the author’s head 
and their works. However, Mark 

Toubman said that two compo-
nents can either make or break the 
class - the symposium teacher, and 
the symposium author. He said “as 
long as the prospective student has 
come to terms with both of these 
(or at least the unpredictability 
factor) it should be a great course.” 

A.P. Classics of Social  
                  Criticism: 

Senior Shelby Smith is 
a student in the AP Classics of 
Social Criticism class.  “We have 
a lot of essays,” she lamented, “an 
essay every two or three weeks.” 
She also explained that they read 
tons of books.  “We read a lot of 
classics. The books have a lot of 
sex in them,” she said.  Seniors 
say the raunchy reading makes 
for an interesting AP class. There 
are also a vocab quiz and a Hark-
ness every single week. This class 
will be very time consuming. 

All English Electives: 
Seniors say that, when selecting 
what English elective you want 
to take first semester, make sure 
you choose something that genu-
inely interests you. This may 
sound extremely obvious, but it 
is extremely important. You will  
be studying a specific topic for an 
entire semester, so it is impera-
tive that you enjoy the course. 

Second Semester English 
Electives: When approaching 
second-semester English classes, 
many students base their deci-
sion on who they want to be their 
thesis advisor. “A lot of people 
will suggest you suggest you avoid 
Doc’s class,” senior Molly Miller 
said, “because her deadlines are so 
much earlier than everyone else’s, 
when in reality our final draft 
was due on the same day as Mr. 
Monroe’s class and within the same 
week as everyone else’s. Don’t pick 
a class based on who you think will 
be most relaxed; rather pick a class 
that you are actually interested in.” 

Math

A.P. AB Calculus: Seniors 
say AB calculus is manageable 
if you are a strong math student. 
“There is a steady flow of quizzes 
and tests with enough so that one 
bad grade wont kill your average” 
said Brenda Winn. “There are 
also problem sets about once a 
month.” For homework, every 

night students say there are a 
series of problems they always go 
over in class to relearn. Overall, it 
is steady work that is consistent. 

Calculus: Calculus is advised 
for students who really like math. 
It is usually a struggle for students 
to choose between taking Calculus 
and A.P. Stats, and some students 
chose to stick with calculus because 
it will look good on their applica-
tion. Senior Molly Miller advised 
against that. She explains that the 
class is manageable but covers a 
tough topic. However, Mr. Livesay 
is always there to help. “He gives 
a lot of worksheets that aren’t 
due for a couple of weeks, but its 
important to budget your time so 
that you can meet with him if you 
have any questions because he is 
really helpful with that.” Seniors 
say this class doesn’t move too 
fast, and the workload is manage-
able if you plan your time wisely. 

A.P. Statistics: Students 
have claimed that A.P. stats is a 
very manageable class to take. 
Both work load and the topics are 
very manageable, but there are 
a few tricky concepts scattered 
throughout the class. Students have 
to opportunity to delve into an 
extremely practical math. “I never 
realized how practical the things 
we learn would be across many 
fields,” said senior Ben Isenberg. 

Statistics: Students who have 
not been fond of math in the past 
have found their niche in statis-
tics. “It’s interesting,” claimed 
Senior Lauren Goldman. “Call 
me a dork, but I find a lot of the 
work fun and very manageable.” 
Senior Max Goldberg explained 
what they learn about in the course. 
“In statistics we look at studies 
conducted in real life taking small 
samples of data and applying them 
to larger population,” he said.

A.P. Computer Science: This 
class is an incredible A.P. class if, 
and only if, you are interested in 
computer science. Seniors say the 
work load is extremely heavy, but 
if you are interested the home-
work is fun. “We do a lot of book 
reading, multiple choice and long-
term projects” explained senior 
Garrett Meccariello. Students 
say Mr. Perlis is very helpful and 
knowledgeable about the topic, 
but it is important to be inter-

A Student’s Guide to Senior Classes: 
Seniors Share Their Experiences

ested in order to take this class. 

History

A.P. Political Science: A.P. 
Political Science is an infamous 
course at Kingswood Oxford. In 
this class, students blend political 
philosophy with the inner work-
ings of American government to 
understand where democracy came 
from and how it works. “The work 
load isn’t that bad,” said senior 
Patrick Kilkenny. “There is a lot of 
reading, but it just reinforces what 
we learn in class.” Each quarter 
there are two tests and a paper. 

A.P. Economics: Seniors 
say A.P. Economics is a chal-
lenging but rewarding class. 
“Deeter is a great teacher,” said 
Mark Toubman. “She really takes 
it upon herself to make sure every 
kid understands the material.” Each 
student must get into an economics 
mindset at the beginning of the 
year in order to be successful in 
this class. Once a student accom-
plishes that, the class goes very 
smoothly. One piece of advice 
that Mark Toubman gave was to 
make sure you have a strong wrist 
because you take a lot of notes. 

Anthropology: Anthro-
pology is a class in which students 
discuss cultural issues. “It’s one of 
the most interesting classes i have 
taken at KO, ever,” said Brenda 
Winn.  Seniors say the class is based 
on a lot of short articles and read-
ings, but they are just to provide 
background. They say they analyze 
a lot and discover that a lot of things 
that happen for what seems like no 
reason to really do have a reason.

History of Religions: In 
History of Religions, students 
get to explore everything from 
Christianity to Confucianism to 
Hinduism, and the final project 
is a presentation about something 
religion-related that really interests 
you. “History of Religions was one 
of my favorite classes” said Molly 
Miller. “Rather than Mr. Jones’ 
lecturing at the class, students 
take turns teaching different 
chapters, and there are a lot of 
really great discussions.” Seniors 
say that in this class you will 
get to learn a lot about different 
cultures, and a lot about yourself 
and your own beliefs as well.

by Brooke Goldsmith ’13

Wyvern wins best school mascot in CT!
Kingswood Oxford: 54,577 votes
Avon Old Farms: 32,458 votes
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Boys squash builds on season’s skill

Players of the 
Moment:
Seniors Marissa 

Landino and Elijah 
Foreman

by Taryn Braz ’14Girls Varsity Hockey Co-captain Marissa Landino ’13 
(Photo by Rudy DeBerry ’13)

Boys Varsity Basketball Co-captain Elijah Foreman ’13 
(Photo by Garrett Meccariello ’13)

Marissa 
Landino
Senior Girls Varsity Hockey 

Co-captain Marissa Landino’s first 
time on the ice was, surprisingly, 
not on hockey skates. Instead, she 
started off as a figure skater at the 
age of 3, and continued figure 
skating until she was six, when 
she first started playing hockey.

“For as long as I can 
remember, I have been in hockey 
rinks, whether it was figure 
skating or watching my brother 
play,” said Landino. Landino 
ended up quitting figure skating, 
to be more like her older brother 
and began playing hockey with 
a boys team until she switched 
to the Connecticut Polar Bears. 
During sophomore year, Landino 
came to KO and immediately her 
presence on the team was noticed. 

“Landino is such a great 
player because she is always in 
the right place at the right time. 
She understands the game well 
and does her job,” said Head 
Coach Kathleen Wiggenhauser. 

Landino was well respected 
among her teammates, often 
inspiring them to work hard 
through her own hard work.“She 
is a dedicated and selfless hockey 
player, always working hard. Her 
teammates can count on her to be 
focused and ready for every compe-
tition,” said Coach Wiggenhauser. 

Landino is such a dedi-
cated hockey player because she 
is truly passionate about the sport 
of hockey, and puts her all into 
every practice and every game.

“My favorite thing about 
hockey is that there’s not really 
another sport like it. It’s fast 
paced, and you feel you’re flying 
when skating,” said Landino, 
“When I skate I forget about 
that big test, or whatever is 
stressing me out, and for that 
period of time, my mind is clear.”

While Landino is not going 
to be playing hockey in college, 
she will always take with her 
the memories from both KO 
hockey, and her outside travel 
team. She describes the highlight 
of her career as when the Polar 
Bears won the 2012 National 
Championships in Frisco, Texas.

“It was such a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity, and in 
the finals we played the San 
Jose Sharks, which was like an 
East Coast versus West Coast 
battle,” said Landino. “Previous 
to that, however, we played a 
four-overtime semifinal game.”  

Coach Wiggenhauser said 
her best memory of Landino was 
the 2013 Northfield Mount Hermon 
game, where Landino scored the 
first goal of her senior season.

“She works so hard every 
day, but doesn’t put the puck in the 
net that often, so I was just happy 
for her to see a reward for her 
efforts. It was also a close game, 
and her goal made a crucial differ-
ence,” said Coach Wiggenhauser. 

On senior day, the Wyverns 
played Millbrook School, and 
though they put up a hard fought 
battle, they ultimately fell 1-0, 
in what would be Landino’s 
last game in a KO uniform. 

“It hasn’t hit me yet that my 
hockey career is over, and I don’t 

think that it ever will. It’s impos-
sible for me to comprehend how 
something that has taken over my 
whole life has come to an end. I 
think I’ll miss the little things the 
most, like the adrenaline rushes 
before a big game or even just 
lacing up my skates,” said Landino.

Landino said she hopes 
to be remembered as a hard 
worker both on and off the ice. 

“I consider myself an athlete 
that works hard and is a playmaker, 
so I want to be remembered as a 
hard worker and someone who 
gave it all I got,” said Landino. 

For Coach Wiggenhauser. 
the last game was a sad day as well. 

“I will miss how reliable 
[Landino] was, both as a player 
and leader,” said Coach Wiggen-
hauser. “She was willing to give 
her best effort every day, and she 
was always dedicated, prepared, 
and had a positive attitude.”

Elijah 
Foreman

Senior boys varsity basket-
ball player Elijah Foreman has 
been surrounded by basketball 
for as long as he can remember. 

“My older brother and uncle 
were very good basketball players, 
and I always wanted to be just like 
them,” said Foreman. “I would 
always go to all of my brother’s 
games when I was younger.”

Foreman first started playing 
organized basketball when he was 
in sixth grade and soon grew into a 
very talent basketball player.“I’ve 
stuck with basketball for all of 
these years because I do love the 

game of basketball,” said Foreman. 
“I love being on a team and the 
competitive nature of basketball.” 

Foreman added that being 
able to look good on the court, espe-
cially the sneakers aspect, is one of 
the reasons that he likes basketball. 

While most players would 
say that scoring is their favorite 
thing about basketball, Foreman’s 
favorite part of the game is helping 
out a teammate. “I do love to score, 
but to make an assist means more 
to me because you are helping 
your teammates, and making them 
better every time you get them 
more involved in the game,” said 
Foreman. “It builds confidence 
for the team, and me as well.” 

The basketball team is also 
one of Foreman’s favorite things 
about KO, and is what he will miss 
the most about being a Wyvern. 

“I will definitely miss 
playing with our team, and just 
the good times during practice 
when we would be laughing and 
joking around,” said Foreman. 

Foreman will be missed 
greatly by the team, who in partic-
ular will miss his scoring ability, 
which was demonstrated during 
their game on Feb. 13 against 
Hopkins, when he had a team 
high 15 points and four steals. 

“His ability to score was what 
made Foreman a good player,” said 
Head Coach Durelle Brown. “He 
is a natural scorer, and he has the 
wherewithal to try and get us a good 
shot, which also present oppor-
tunities for others on the team.

Teammate junior Griffin 
Maloney agreed. “He is a very 
good clutch shooter, but he was 
also a lock down defender. He 

was always a player that we could 
rely on and trust with the ball to 
be our go to guy,” said Maloney. 

The best moment for Foreman 
this season came during practice 
when the team had a three-point 
contest. After losing, Foreman told 
Coach Brown that he lost because 
the three-point line was too close, 
to which Coach Brown responded, 
“Why didn’t you back up?”

“I took that advice to heart 
because in my game on senior day 
I shot a three pointer that was way 
beyond the three-point line and 
made it, which was definitely my 
season highlight,” said Foreman. 

“There are times that 
he did make me angry, but he 
would always look at me, smile, 
and say, ‘I got you, D!’ and that 
gave me the reassurance that he 
was going to do his best to make 
amends,” said Coach Brown.

While Foreman is not 
sure if he will play in college, 
he said he definitely wants to, 
and plans on trying his hardest 
to play when he gets there. 

Foreman hopes to leave a 
strong impression on the team 
for next year, and wants them to 
be reminded by him to always 
work hard. While he wasn’t 
often the loudest player on the 
court, he was a role model on 
the court and led by example. 

“ I ’ m  g o i n g  t o  m i s s 
[Foreman], our coaching staff 
will miss [Foreman], our team 
will miss [Foreman] and KO will 
miss [Foreman]. I just wish him the 
best, he knows KO will always be 
his home, and he knows he will 
always have a big brother in me 
to lean on,” said Coach Brown. 

Boys  va r s i ty  squash 
finished the season with triumph. 
After a tough 6-1 loss to Pomfret 
on Wednesday, Feb. 6, they 
rebounded a week later to beat 
Greens Farms Academy 4-3. 

The next two matches on 
Saturday., Feb. 16, against Suffield 
and Wednesday, Feb. 20, against 
Williston Northampton did not go 
as well as the team was hoping. 

The scores were 6-2 and 
5-2 respectively, but walking 
away from the matches, the boys 
knew they had their work cut 
out for them at the upcoming 
New England Tournament. 

Senior Mark Toubman said 

by Brenda Winn ’13 that at New Englands, the boys 
were playing at a greater skill 
level than they had all season. The 
teams they were facing were a lot 
more advanced than the Wyverns, 
but nonetheless, they stuck to it. 

“Even though most of 
the matches at the tournament 
ended in losses,” Toubman said, 
“the boys were back at it a few 
minutes later, hitting the ball 
around on the court warming up.”

This season, the team 
had three Middle School boys 
playing with them, so the team 
overall was a little young. All 
the players were at different 
levels. so they had to learn how 
to continue and improve as a unit. 

Toubman said one of the best 

things they did was that they put up 
a list of what they wanted to work 
on in the courts. He said it gave 
the boys a lot of areas to improve 
on, such as shot selection, pace and 
accurate serving. “Overall as a team, 
we learned a lot” said Toubman.

Looking back, the Canter-
bury match on Wednesday., 
Jan. 30, was one of the team’s 
strongest moments. They didn’t 
really know what to expect 
and ended up winning 6-2. 

Toubman said freshman 
Josh Pugliese, sophomore Ryan 
Wetsman and eighth-grader 
Ben Putterman all had matches 
that went into five games each, 
which is really impressive. 

Toubman credits sophomore 

Joesph Ravalese as really step-
ping up in the last few matches. 
“[Ravalese] really showed a 
lot of improvement,” he said. 

In addition, eighth-grader 
Ryan Albanesi made great strides. 
He came into the program after 
two matches. “He didn’t know 
much about squash at first, but 
by the end of the season was 
doing great,” Toubman said.

Toubman said the biggest 
success of the season was the 
sportsmanship the team demon-
strated. They didn’t win as many 
matches as they were hoping to, but 
they didn’t let that influence their 
attitudes for the rest of the season. 

He also said that Head Coach 
Christopher Weed did a great job 

under unusual circumstances. He 
came in after the season started 
and really did a great job moving 
on with the team and helping them 
play to their best level possible.

All in all, Toubman said that 
this year exposed a lot of new boys 
to the challenge and excitement of 
squash. His hope is that they will 
all work on improving in the off 
season for next year and for the 
future of the KO squash program. 

He said he was impressed 
with the non-defeatist attitude of 
the boys this year, and he hopes 
they continue their passion. 

“Next year, hopefully they 
will turn experience into results,” 
said Toubman. “I would like to 
see a continuity of the program.”
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Girls hockey ends tough season 
with 1‑0 loss to Millbrook School 
by Griffin Maloney ’14

The young,  res i l ient , 
2-15, girls varsity hockey team 
finished the season working hard.

“We are a young team that is 
inexperienced at the varsity level,” 
Head Coach Kathleen Wiggen-
hauser said. “The team consists 
of only one senior, four juniors, 
and the rest underclassmen.”

The challenge that faced the 
squad was the fact that they had 
to play a lot of the same teams 
twice and sometimes up to three 
times, said Coach Wiggenhauser.

The team’s leading scorer 
was junior Sarah Neary with 
eight goals, followed by freshman 
Nicole Demers with five goals. 
Sophomore Alex Green and 
eighth-grader Sharron Frankel both 
scored two goals on the season.

“We created a lot of offen-
sive opportunities, but we had 
a tough time hitting the twine,” 
senior co-captain Marissa Landino.

The last game of the season 
was home against Millbrook School 
and was a true test for the girls. It 
was the third time they played, 
and they previously lost 2-0 and 
4-0. Millbrook was a solid squad 
that had clinched a playoff seed. 

“Playing a team for the third 
time is mentally challenging, but we 
went into the game having nothing 
to lose,” said Coach Wiggen-
hauser. “Although we lost 1-0, the 

Girls basketball ends season 
with blowout against Canterbury

Despite a 7-14 overall 
record, the KO girls varsity 
basketball team ended the season 
with a slam dunk, winning three 
out of their four final games.

Their last game against 
Can t e rbu ry  on  Sa tu rday, 
Feb. 23, was the highlight 
o f  the i r  season ,  winning 
54-29 in a complete blowout. 

H e a d  C o a c h  R o n a l d 
Monroe said that the game 
really showed how the team had 
improved throughout the season.

“We came out focused, 
playing well, communicating well, 
and we had a good game plan,” 
said Coach Monroe. “It was a 
very nice way to end the season.”

Players on the team agreed. 
Junior Co-captain Abbie Mancinelli 
said that the last game really showed 
how much the team had improved.

“Although our last game 
was against Canterbury, who 
wasn’t an overall skilled team,” 
said Mancinelli, “we really played 
well together and moved the ball 
around well and everything.”

Coach Monroe said that the 
team had worked hard all season 
to improve their skills, which 

showed in their last few games.
“Our  shoot ing  sk i l l s 

improved as the season went on, 
as well as our turnovers, and our 
free throw percentage,” said Coach 
Monroe. “By the last game, we 
didn’t miss passes or throw the 
ball away, and our free throw 
percentage reached 83 percent.”

Junior Helena Roland 
said that more teammates were 
able to score in the last few 

“Our defensive 
strength, half 
court and full 
court, was really 
impressive.”

- Coach Monroe

games than were able to in 
the beginning of the season. 

“Towards the end of the 
season, it wasn’t just two or three 
players scoring,” said Roland. 
“By the end, nine out of the 10 
people on the court would score.”

One of the biggest problems 
the team faced throughout the season 

was the number of injuries they had. 
In fact, out of their 21 

games this season, there was not 
one game in which the whole 
entire team was ready to play.

“There  were  concus-
sions, broken ankles, and stress 
fractures,” said Coach Monroe. 
“At certain games, we only 
had seven or eight players.”

Mancinelli agreed. “There 
were a lot of injuries this season,” 
she said, “but it led to a lot of 
bench players stepping up, 
which was really nice to see.”

In fact, at the end of the 
season, senior Brooke Goldsmith 
was given the most improved award 
because she had started through 
all of February during the time in 
which many players were injured. 

“[Goldsmith] improved 
game by game in all her skills,” 
said Coach Monroe. “She was a 
really good rebounder and defender 
for us. It was wonderful to see.”   

Roland was one of those 
injured players, getting a stress frac-
ture that did not allow her to play 
for the last portion of the season.

“It was extremely diffi-
cult,” said Roland, “because 
everyone had to make adjustments 
and play different positions.”  

Despite the large number 
of injuries, the team was able 
to show many of its strengths. 

“Our defensive strength, half 
court and full court, was really 
impressive,” said Coach Monroe. 
“We were able to convert turnovers 
into baskets, which really had to 
do with our defensive skills.”

Mancinelli said that the 
number of returning players was a big 
part of what made the team strong. 

“We got a lot of great, new 
players, but we also had a strong, 
returning core of players,” said 
Mancinelli. “We returned all 
of our starters except for one.”

Mancinelli also said that 
the team chemistry really helped 
them to do well on the court.“The 
team chemistry has definitely 
improved with the addition of 
a few new players,” she said.

Coach Monroe agreed. “The 
major strength of the team was 
their ability to work together,” said 
Coach Monroe. “We played some 
of our best basketball in February 
because we were really coming 
together as a team both on and off 
the court. If a team can get along 
and come together as teammates 
off the court, it really helps them to 
work better together on the court.”

A n o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t 
worked against the team this 
year was the physical size 
of the individual teammates. 

“We are not a tall or big team, 
and sometimes that worked against 
us,” said Coach Monroe. “We 
played some tall and big teams and 
that was a disadvantage of ours.”

Despite this, the team 
still was able to overcome their 
height differences in matches. 

“We did our best to work 
with what we had,” said Coach 
Monroe. “We are a very quick 
team, and we were able to 
prevent rebounding well. We 
became better and more confi-
dent with what we were doing.”

Roland agreed. “Our tall 
people were injured so rebounds 
were harder,” said Roland, “but 
we made up for it in speed.” 

All of their hard work paid 
off by the end of the season, and 
Coach Monroe said he hopes that 
their final successes will carry over 
into next season. “It would be nice 
to see the momentum carry over that 
we finished the season with,” said 
Coach Monroe. “I know that may 
be tricky because there will be new 
players and a new time, but I’d love 
to see us pick up where he left off.”

by Mary Colliton ’14

game was very competitive and 
we battled until the last whistle.”

Landino played a key role 
on the team as the only senior. 
“Marissa Landino being the only 
senior forced us to count on her 
heavily,” said Coach Wiggen-
hauser. “She was reliable and 
consistently showing what it 
meant to be a senior and a captain.”

The team plays an offen-
sive and a defensive system. The 
offensive system is used against 
evenly matched teams, and the 
defensive is one used against good 

teams. During the Millbrook game 
they switched between systems.

“This year with the young 
team was a building year,” said junior 
co-captain Naomi Letourneau. 
“Next year we will be ready to 
go and not have to start fresh.”

Coach  Wiggenhause r 
completely agrees with Letourneau 
she doesn’t have to spend half of 
the season re-teaching the systems.

“The captains did a great job 
leading a very young team,” said 
Demers. “They helped us stay posi-
tive no matter what the results were.

Letourneau and junior Megan 
Geier ran the strong defense while 
Landino and Neary controlled the 
offense. Junior Amber Greene 
and sophomore Marisa Henry 
defended the net, splitting time 
throughout the whole season.

By the end of the season the 
coaches were preaching to the team 
to stay positive and have fun. In 
practice they played games while 
competing hard and supporting 
each other the whole time. 

“Having fun is important 
because that is the reason we play the 

sport,” said Coach Wiggenhauser.
The coaching staff was 

positive the whole season, forcing 
the team to work as hard as they 
could possibly work. They made 
each other better players each 
and every day, said Landino.

“The coaches kept us going 
with their positive energy on 
the bench and at practice,” said 
Demers. “They helped the team 
improve as the season went on.”

With an army of returning 
players, the girls hockey team is 
excited to bring it next season.  

Freshman Joana Letourneau looks to pass in an early-season varsity girls hockey game with Hotchkiss. (Photo by Garrett Meccariello ‘13.)
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KO ski team finishes season 
with solid improvements
by Molly Miller ’13 Four KO girls hockey players have 

been selected to compete at the New 
England District Festival March 22‑
24 at Brown University. Each state 
runs tryouts and selects their best 
players in each age group, then 
these players are mixed up with 
the other states in New England to 
make teams that compete in the fes‑
tival. For the older groups, the fes‑
tival tournament is used to evaluate 
and select players from New Eng‑
land for the USA Hockey National 
Development Camp in St. Cloud, 
Minnesota in July.

Four girls hockey players 
selected for NE festival

Congratulations to girls var‑
sity hockey players who were 
selected to play in the 2013 
Team Connecticut Festival: 

Georgia Kraus ’19
Sharon Frankel ’17
Kara Santoro ’17 
Erin Persico ’16

The Kingswood Oxford ski 
team brought their solid season of 
rebuilding to a close  when finished 
ninth out of 11 by the end of their 
championship season, which ended 
with Slalom Championships at Ski 
Sundown on Wednesday, Feb. 20.

The three-event champi-
onship season consists of three 
races: The Giant Slalom Cham-
pionships at Ski Sundown, the 
NEPSAC championships at 
Shawnee Peak, and the final Slalom 
Championship at Ski Sundown. 

“These races determine the 
best overall team,” explained Coach 
Jonathan David, “and medals are 
awarded for the top three racers.”

None of the KO skiers 
placed in the top three places, but 
many still performed impressively. 

Senior Austin Williams 
placed in the top 35 at the NEPSAC  
Boys Slalom, eighth-grader Nina 
Pennoyer placed in the top 25 
at the NEPSAC Girls Slalom, 
and senior Joe Rogus placed in 
the top 30 at the NEPSAC Giant 
Slalom, all at Shawnee Peak.

This was Coach David’s 
first season with the KO ski 
team. The team spent much of 
the season working on skill, tech-
nique, and overall improvement. 

“We did not really do any 
formal goal setting on either an 
individual of team basis,” said 
Coach David. “Our primary 
goals were to improve our skiing, 
continue to get better, and of course 
to have fun. It its obvious, even to 
an untrained observer, that we got 

better both individually and as a 
team as the season progressed.”

Sophomore Emily Lowit 
agreed that the team improved 
as a whole during the season, 
and  c red i t s  many of  the 
improvements to Coach David. 

“Everyone as a  team 
improved so much this year,” 
said Lowit. “Our coach was 
really helpful in teaching us better 
technique and helping us grow 
so much as skiers. We have put 
in a good base for next year.”

Co-captain senior Eva 
Stys said that her goal of 
each team member person-
ally improving was definitely 
reached, and noted the improve-
ments of two skiers in particular. 

“Williams’ form got better,” 
said Stys, “and Lowit improved 
a lot. She’s really enthusiastic.”

Coach David said that 
one of the team’s biggest obsta-
cles was the more-experienced 
level of competition at the 
schools which KO races against. 

“We compete against 
schools that seem to attract racers 
with a lot of previous race expe-
rience, and some of the schools 
encourage their racers to continue 
competing on the national and 
international level in addition to 
skiing in the BSL [Brigham Ski 
League] prep school league,” 
said Coach David. “It’s very hard 
for us to compete against that.”

KO has only one ski team 
which includes both varsity- 
and junior varsity-level skiers. 

The “varsity” team consists 
of the top eight skiers; the top six 

typically remain the same from 
week to week, and the last two spots 
are competed for on a weekly basis. 

The varsity team typi-
cally consisted of seniors 
Rogus, Wiliams, Co-captain 
Owen Bigler, Stys, junior Nick 
Lange, sophomores Ben Burke 
and Lowit ,  and Pennoyer.

Although everyone on 
the team has improved over the 
course of the season, Coach 
David singled out Lange for 
having skied his way onto the 
varsity team, as well as freshman 
Joanna Williams, who arrived at 
the beginning of the season with 
little experience, and ended the 
season racing on a NEPSAC team. 

Stys and Lowit singled out 
the championships at Shawnee 
Peak as one of the more chal-
lenging races of the season. 

“It was really, really icy so 
we weren’t as good as we wanted 
to be,” said Stys. Lowit voiced a 
similar sentiment. “The condi-
tions on the course were so icy 
that everyone kept falling,” she 
said, “so everyone’s times were 
already slowed down because 
the course was really icy.”

Coach David said that the 
entire race at Shawnee Peak was 
probably the biggest highlight 
of the season. “Even though we 
don’t have the results to show it, 
everybody skied very well,” said 
Coach David. “It’s a big race 
and a big deal with a lot of travel 
and an overnight stay. Nobody 
crumbled under the pressure and 
everybody ‘skied their race,’ 
which is a huge accomplishment.”

Winter sports season:
Images to remember

Photos by Garre- Meccariello

Junior Sarah Gianni hits a backhand winner in a girls 
varsity squash match.

Junior Connor Keenan moves the puck up the ice in a 
boys varsity hockey game.

With fierce focus, senior Tyler Whirty shoots over an opponent in a varsity 

boys basketball game.
Eyes on the basket, junior Caroline Kaufman drives past a 
Taft defender in a girls varsity basketball game.
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Boys end injury‑plagued season

Although the boys varsity 
basketball team endured a rough 
season, they were still proud of 
themselves at the end for fighting 
continually and never giving up.

The team’s last three games 
of the season included three 
tough teams; Hopkins, Canter-
bury and Williston Northampton. 

Going into a game against a 
strong Hopkins team, the team knew 
they were going to have to work 
hard continuously for four quarters 
to get the outcome they wanted. 

The team battled the entire 
game but unfortunately was unable 
to come out on top, losing 66-42. 

“This game was close 
because of the effort we put in,” 
said senior co-captain Patrick 
Ki lkenny.  “Unfor tuna te ly 
Hopkins was just more skilled 
man for man, and we could not 
capitalize when we needed to.”

Next with heads high after 
the effort put forth against Hopkins, 
the boys went into the game against 
another strong Canterbury team. 

After being beaten by the team 
in the KIT, the boys wanted revenge. 

They went into the game 
and played their hearts out for 
all four quarters, and were able 
to put forth a better showing 
than their previous matchup. 

“The Canterbury game was 
the toughest, because they are 
a very good team, but was still 
a vast improvement from when 
we played them at the KIT,” said 
senior Co-captain Tyler Whirty.

At the end of the game the 
final score was a better showing than 
their KIT game, losing only 77-57.

After two strong efforts 
against two very tough teams 
the boys went on to their last 
game of the season hoping for 
a win against another strong 
Williston Northampton team.

The team knew it was 
their last time playing together 
as a team, and was willing to 
leave it all on the court, giving 
110% effort for all four quarters. 

The boys came out and 
did exactly what they were 
supposed to do and produced 
one of their closest games of the 
season, one to truly be proud of, 
losing by a slim margin of 74-62.

With the season finally over, 
the captains had nothing bad to say 
when looking back on the season. 

“If you look back at the 
effort given, and improvements 
made in the game, I would consider 
it a big success,” said Kilkenny.

Whirty agreed and said 

that the last few games of the 
season showed real promise for 
the team in seasons to come. 

The team had some signifi-
cant challenges this year that 
they were able to overcome 
towards the end of the season.

“Our youth and inexperi-
ence were our two biggest chal-
lenges at the beginning, but as 
a group we were able to over-
come these challenges through 
working hard in practice and 
in games,” said Kilkenny. 

by Matt Gutterman ’14 The team also faced a tough 
start to the season by having 
many of their older players out 
for some games due to injury. 

“We missed [juniors] Zach 
Goldman, Willie Baron, Griffin 
Maloney, and [freshman] Vinz 
Umali a lot, which was a big 
challenge for us to learn how to 
overcome, but once we got Willie 
back we started seeing an end 
to that problem,” said Whirty.

On the other hand, one 
of the team’s biggest strengths 
was the fact that they were so 
tight and close knit as a unit. 

Whir ty and Kilkenny 
both agreed that one of the best 
parts of the season was being 
part of a team that was so close 
knit, and so much like a family.

“There is no doubt in my 
in my mind that the basketball 
program will see a lot of success 
in the future,” said Whirty.

Kilkenny shared Whir-
ty’s optimism. “I hope the 
team continues to stay close,” 
he said, “and this season set 
the bar for seasons to come, 
and what is needed to win. 

“With continued hard work, 
and growth as a team, KO soon 
will rise again as the power-
house in our division, no doubt.”

The basketball team will lose 
their three key seniors Whirty, Kilk-
enny and Elijah Foreman. However, 
the team returns 14 players 
and is excited about the future.

Coach Brown will look for 
revenge next year with an expier-
enced team and fewer injuries. 

Girls squash faces strong teams 
at New England tournament

The KO girls varsity squash 
team finished a solid, 5-8 season 
with a strong showing at the New 
England Championship Tournament 
in the final weekend of February.

Leading up to the tournament, 
the team faced tough competition 
in the final weeks of their season. 

With the snow storm canceling 
two matches, Kent and Loomis, the 
girls’ season was put on hiatus. 

They re-entered compe-
tition with a match against 
the competitive Miss Porter’s. 

Shortly after, they faced 
a tough loss against West-
minster with a score of 6-1. 

The sole win came from 
senior captain Lauren Goldman 
at the fifth spot in the ladder. 

“My favorite personal 
match was against Westmin-
ster because they are one of the 
toughest teams we face and my 
match was really close. I felt great 
about my win,” said Goldman. 

They followed the West-
minster match with another 
6-1 loss against  Hopkins. 

The gi r ls  ra l l ied  for 
their final regular match of 
the season with a 4-3 win 

over Williston Northhampton. 
It was a big opportunity 

to pull out a victory and Head 
Coach Andrew Carr cited it as 
the “highlight of the season.”

Junior  Claudia Udolf 
presented a strong showing by 
beating her opponent 3-0 at the 
one spot, by not allowing a single 
point to be scored against her. 

Throughout the season, 
the  team apprec ia ted  the 
opportunities that more chal-
l eng ing  teams  presen ted . 

“The highlight of my season 
was playing the tougher teams 
Even though the teams were in 
another bracket, we still held our 
own and pulled out some games!” 
said senior Captain Brooke Hayes. 

C o a c h  C a r r  a g r e e d 
that the team improved their 
skills and dynamic during 
the more difficult matches

The team seemed to play 
when up against better competi-
tion, which was evident in the 
scores when they played these 
powerhouse teams very closely.

“Whether it was losing to 
Pomfret 4-3 or beating Willi-
ston 4-3, cheering each other on 
during tough matches made us 
closer as a team,” said Coach Carr.

“By the end of the 
season, we really 
came together 
as a team in part 
because of our 
close matches.”    
- Coach Carr.

Sophomores  Cor inne 
Florian and Sophia Harrison 
demonstrated their ability to rise 
to the competition throughout 
the season as both of them 
made huge jumps in the ladder. 

F lo r i an  moved  f rom 
JV to play at the six spot for 
varsity. Harrison moved up from 
seventh to third in the ladder. 

“Sophia continued to 
improve each practice and 
match. She proved to be a diffi-
cult  match from everyone 
she faced,” said Coach Carr. 

The girls closed their season 
with a record of 5-8 and moved into 
New Englands at Pomfret School, 

where they finished in 13th place. 
Though they were not among 

the top finishers, Coach Carr said 
he was proud of the team’s showing 
as they faced tough competition. 

“We played really well. 
We had tough match ups so even 
though we didn’t win all our 
matches, we still made for strong 
competition,” said Coach Carr. 

In the early rounds of 
the tournament, the girls faced 
seeded players from bigger 
schools that made for a diffi-
cult start to the tournament. 

“We were toward the bottom 
coming in, but we managed to 
take a few games off people who 
went on to win,” said Coach Carr. 

Udolf and eighth grader 
Abbey LeBlanc at the fourth 
spot both finished in eighth 
place as the top placers for KO. 

Udolf’s performance marked 
a strong improvement for her as 
she lost her final match to a girl in 
a full five games after losing to her 
in only three earlier in the season. 

At the end of the weekend, 
the team was proud of their 
per formance  and  en joyed 
ending their season with a 
weekend of fierce competition.

“Walking away from the 

tournament, we were proud of our 
ability to compete in the Class B with 
bigger schools, like Exeter from 
New Hampshire,” said Coach Carr. 

The girls maintained a 
positive attitude and enjoyed 
their  f inal  opportuni ty to 
compete as a team to the fullest. 

“ E v e r y o n e  w e n t  a l l 
out and played their hardest 
and it was a great way to end 
the season,” said Goldman.

Hayes said she was proud 
of the team’s high effort level. 
“I felt it was a very strong 
performance and there were 
many close matches,” she said. 

T h r o u g h o u t  t h i s 
season,  the  team demon-
strated the constant ability to 
improve and push themselves. 

Most  important ,  they 
said, was their ability to come 
together as a team and it was 
evident that they gerw closer 
as  the season progressed. 

“ It was a very new team 
this season, but we all came 
together and were a great new 
team. There was so much 
improvement over the season and 
everyone was super supportive 
of each other,” said Goldman. 

They developed great bonds. 

by Ruth Dannehy ’13

Sophomore T.J. Nesbit goes baseline in a game against the Canterbury point guard (Photo by Garrett Meccariello ’13)
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Boys hockey finishes off tough 
season with 6‑2 roadtrip win
by Abhilash Panthagani ‘14

Sophomore Justin Genga ‘15 skates the puck up the ice. (Photo by Garrett Meccariello ‘13)

Girls swimming takes second, 
boys team fifth at New Englands 
by Rebecca Goldman ‘15

The boys and girls swim-
ming and diving team made waves 
this past Saturday at the Division II 
New England Prep School Swim-
ming Association Championships. 

The full-day event at 
Wesleyan University featured 
some close competition and 
record-breaking swims, but the KO 
swim team held strong, leaving the 
pool with a second-place 304-point 
finish for the girls team and a fifth-
place 261-point finish for the boys. 

“It was a day full of 
successes” said sophomore 
swimmer  Ma t t  Gue r r e r a .

One of the closest races of 
the day, the girls 200 medley relay 
comprising the 16 top schools in 
the division, ended with the KO 
squad composed of junior Callie 

Miles, senior Melissa Gitlin, 
freshman Olivia Shea and junior 
Sam Pinkes racing the competition 
and the clock to a winning time 
of 155.23 seconds, breaking the 
KO-set Division II record.  

T h e  r e c o r d - b r e a k i n g 
times didn’t end there. Junior 
swimmer Matt Luther won the 
overall title in the 100-meter fly 
with a 53.07 second time which, 
though slightly off his preliminary 
round time of 52.97, was enough 
to earn him a first-place title. 

Luther also swam his way 
to first place in the 100-meter 
backstroke coming close to the 
Division II record he set last year. 

Both and Shea took fourth 
and fifth places respectively 
in the 200-meter individual 
medley, with only a 3.51 second 
difference separating them. 

Perhaps one of the most 
exiting events of the jam-packed 
day was the announcement of 
the Robertson Award, which 
named Miles the Co-MVP of 
the meet. Miles had a record-
breaking day, swimming her 
way to first-place overall in the 
100-meter backstroke and second 
place in the 100-meter freestyle. 

The meet brought the team’s 
three-month season to a close. 
While the coaches all name the 
New England Championships as 
one of the most exiting meets of the 
season, Assistant Coach Jonathan 
Briggs also pointed to the Founders 
League Championships as a memo-
rable day in the team’s season. 

“The kids really swam their 
hearts out,” said Coach Briggs. 

Coach Briggs also said that 
every swimmer set a personal 

record in one or more of their 
events that day. “I sat there 
during the girls’ 50-meter free-
style and I just couldn’t stop 
screaming!” said Coach Briggs. 

When asked about the high-
lights of the meet, Coach Briggs 
pointed to freshman swimmer 
Briana Curtain calling her 50-meter 
freestyle swim the swim of the meet. 

“I don’t usually say this 
stuff, but I couldn’t help myself 
from screaming and jumping up 
and down” said Coach Briggs. 

Co-head Coach Mr. Miles 
said that the season was a success 
overall but hit a rough patch in late 
January due to illness and fatigue. 

“By that point everyone 
is tired of life and the workouts 
are brutal,” he said. “I’m proud 
of the way the kids handled it.”

Both Coaches Miles and 

The boys hockey team has 
ended their season with their heads 
held up high despite their numerous 
losses, and looks forward to 
building their team for next year. 

With a record of 4-22-1, 
the players and coaching staff 
are looking to the future in hopes 
of once again standing on level 
ground with other teams that they 
face in the Founders League.

With a young, developing 
team, and lacking experience 
against Founders League compe-
tition, the team refused to let 
the competition roll over them. 
The team’s last three games 
included games against Bruns-
wick, Portsmouth Abbey and a 
strong Avon Old Farms team.

With the end of the season 
drawing near, the team badly 
wanted a win against a strong 
team, and saw the opportunity 
in against a talented Brunswick 
team. The team came out and 
gave it their all keeping Bruns-
wick to just 3-0 after two periods. 

However, the third period 
came and the team was gassed. 
They let up five goals and ended 
up with a tough loss of 8-0.

Fresh off a tough battle, the 
team headed down to Rhode Island 
for a very winnable game against 
Portsmouth Abbey. The team came 
out and at the end of the first the 
score was 1-0 Wyverns. In the 
next period, Portsmouth came out 
hoping for vengeance but another 
KO goal was quickly scored. 

At the end of the second 
period the score was 4-1 KO. 
After a strong third period, the 
boys came out with a 6-2 win.

Fresh off a win, the team 
headed into their last game of the 

year, a re-scheduled league game, 
against Avon Old Farms. The team 
started out the game strongly and 
after a well fought two periods 
held a very talented Avon team 
to only 3-0. Sending the Winged 
Beavers into the third period frus-

trated, the wyverns came out tired 
from two periods of hard work. 

After battling for two straight 
periods, the team was exhausted 
and in the final period let six goals 
with the game ending 9-0 Avon.

Head Coach Ben Adams 

s aid he was proud of his team. 
“They continued to battle and 
compete, and never had the 
mindset to sit down,” he said.

Although, the team did not 
fare well against other competi-
tors, Coach Adams said that in 

games that were against indepen-
dent schools, the team did very 
well and competed throughout. 
However, the level of play found 
in those games, are subordinate 
to the level of play found in their 
Founders League competition.

Senior Dan Kennedy said 
that what was lacking on the team 
was depth in comparison to the 
other teams that they played, and 
that regardless, everyone worked 
hard when given a chance to play. 

Coach  Adams ,  when 
asked what stunted their success, 
said, “I asked my young team 
to do a lot of things that they 
weren’t accustomed to doing.”

Senior Co-captain Anthony 
Giordano said that, even after some 
of the worse losses, he was most 
proud of his team for “sticking 
together as a unit through the thick 
and the thin and really becoming a 
family by the end of the season.” 

Even after the losses 
compounded for this young 
team, the individual players 
refused to blame their misfor-
tunes on one another and 
continued to mature as a unit 
despite their disappointing results.

Senior and Co-captain 
Brandon Vigliatura led the team 
with 10 points for the season while 
Kennedy followed with nine points. 

As these two marquee 
players leave, as well as co captains 
Giordano and senior Joe Lancioni, 
Coach Adams said that he is 
expecting his returning players to 
step up their game next year, and 
also for the squad to be bolstered 
by a strong incoming class. 

The highlight of the season 
came on Hockey Night when, in 
front of the whole student body, KO 
notched the win with a 4-2 score 
line over Rye Country Day School.

Briggs called the 2012-2013 
season a “re-building year” as the 
team graduated 15 senior swim-
mers last year. “This year’s goal 
was to train our experienced swim-
mers to their best physical condi-
tion and to coach up our young 
new swimmers to mesh the expe-
rience and the talent of the older 
swimmers with the enthusiasm of 
the newbies” said Coach Miles. 

Sophomore Alli Balcezak 
agreed. “It’s a whole new team 
this year, and practices seem a 
lot different, but it turned out to 
be a really successful season.” 

Co-head Coach Alex-
ander Kraus said he believes 
that this year’s training will 
pay off in next year’s season. 
“If they stick with it for four 
years, they’ll be the next genera-
tion of winners at KO,” he said.


