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Solomon urges seniors to care 
for others, value their education

Peter Heller is next Symposium author
by Aparajita Kashyap ’18

The 2017-2018 Baird 
English Symposium Author will be 
Peter Heller. Mr. Heller writes in 
a multitude of styles, from essays 
and nonfiction to poetry and fiction. 

“One of the interesting 
things about him is that, earlier 
on, he was probably most well 
known for his nonfiction writing,” 
said next year’s English Sympo-
sium teacher David Hild. “He 
writes a lot of essays for maga-
zines like Outside and Busi-
nessweek, and he’s done a lot of 
nonfiction pieces. He’s kind of an 
adventure writer and an explorer.”

Mr. Heller has written about 
his many expeditions and adven-
tures. He wrote about a kayaking 
expedition in Russia, and his 
stay on an eco-pirate ship that 
traveled to Antarctica to protest 
the killing of whales. Mr. Heller 
also traveled to Japan to protest 

the way that Japanese fishermen 
corner and slaughter thousands 
of dolphins. “There’s definitely 
a big look at our ecosystem and 
planet,” said Mr. Hild. “He takes 
a stand against some of the things 
that are happening to the planet.”

More recently, Mr. Heller 
has written three works of fiction: 
“The Dog Stars” (which the entire 

Upper School will read), “The 
Painter,” and “Celine.” “In nonfic-
tion,” Mr. Heller recently told the 
Denver Post, “I always knew what 
was going to happen next. I knew 
what the ending would be. I didn’t 
want to do that again. I wanted that 
spirit of adventure, like running a 
strange river and not knowing what 
was coming around the next bend.” 

Mr. Heller added that he 
has always been drawn to poetry, 
especially Chinese poetry. “Poetry 
was my first great love,” he said. 
“And so remains... I’m working on 
a completely new form, I believe, 
and will post some fledglings 
as soon as they are ready to fly.”

Mr. Hild said that he read 
“The Dog Stars” when it was first 
released, but he did not really find 
out a lot about Peter Heller until 
this spring. “I was in this little 
bookstore in Denver and I picked 
up a copy of ‘Celine,’ which had 
just come out that week,” he said. 

“I didn’t know a ton about Peter 
Heller at that point, but [one of the 
guys at the cash register] started 
telling me about some of the things 
that he had written, and so I started 
looking at some of the other books.”

Mr. Hild said he picked Mr. 
Heller because he believes both 
he and the Symposium students 
will enjoy the experience. While 
the symposium author visits KO 
for only two days, the Sympo-
sium class spends a full semester 
learning about the author. “There 
are other people that I could have 
picked . . . but I don’t know if I 
would have been as excited about 
teaching that,” Mr. Hild said. 

Mr. Heller will visit KO on 
Jan. 17 and 18, 2018, during the 
first week of the second semester. 
“I actually like this better because 
we will have finished everything 
and there will be a big build up 
through the end of the semester,” 
Mr. Hild said. “Because he is an 

 “In fiction...I 
knew what the 
ending would be. 
I didn’t want to 
do that again. I 
wanted that spirit 
of adventure,”

– Peter Heller

adventure writer and writes a lot 
about things like that, I’m going to 
try to get the class outside. My wife 
and I run a summer camp in New 
Hampshire, so I’m going to try to 
get the class up there this summer.”

Fifteen seniors will  take the 
class, which will have one section.

Peter Heller is KO’s next Symposium 
author. Photo courtesy of Google.

In commencement cere-
monies this morning, School 
Librarian Nancy Solomon told 
members of Kingswood Oxford’s 
2017 graduating class to devote 
their lives to helping other 
people by being generous with 
both their time and their spirit. 

Mrs. Solomon said she was 
honored to be chosen by the Class 
of 2017 to speak at their gradua-
tion and reflected on her own high-
school graduation experience.

“When Mr. Garcia told me I 
received the honor of speaking at 
your commencement this year, I 
was flattered, excited and nervous, 
all at the same time,” she said. 
“I thought it might be helpful to 
think back to my own commence-

ment. I racked my brain, trying to 
remember who the speaker was, or 
at least a little bit about the words 
of wisdom imparted to my class.” 

She said that, though she 
didn’t remember much from her 
own high school graduation, she 
hoped that this KO graduating 
class would remember that she 
spoke to them from her heart.

Mrs.  Solomon shared 
anecdotes from her own life 
and the lives of her parents and 
grandparents to emphasize two 
themes: appreciating what you 
have and valuing education. 

“When I was growing up, my 
mother was the keeper of the stories 
in our family and shared them all 
with me,” she said. “Whether she 
knew this would be the outcome or 
not, I learned quite a bit of how to 

live my life from the experiences 
of my parents and grandparents.”

She said that experiencing 

the anguish of having her hotel in 
the Bahamas burn down during 
her honeymoon and her apartment 
in Philadelphia burn down six 
months later taught her the impor-
tance of  appreciating what you do 
have and overcoming obstacles. 

“You will find yourselves in 
situations that are not ideal,” she 
told the graduates. “However, I 
am confident that you will find the 
strength to survive and overcome.”

Because her own father 
was orphaned at age 13 and had 
to leave school, she said she 
has always valued education. 

So when she would remind 
students in the library to be quiet 
and do their work, she said, “It 
was also my dad telling you not to 

by Karlton Gaskin ’19

Librarian Nancy Solomon deliv-
ered this morning’s commencement 
address. Photo by Angie DeLucia’18. Continued on page 14.

“You will find 
yourselves in situ-
ations that are not 
ideal. However, I 
am confident that 
you will find the 
strength to survive 
and overcome.”

– Mrs. Solomon
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Kyff steps down after 28 years 
as faculty advisor for KO News 

KO ‘WALKS’ away with awards
On Tuesday, April 25, 

a small  delegation of KO 
students and faculty attended 
the annual WALKS Founda-
tion dinner at Avon Old Farms. 

Senior Sam DiBacco was 
awarded the Barnes Service 
Award for her efforts in off-
campus community service.  In 
addition to Sam, Junior Rob 
Downes won Second Runner-Up 
in the annual WALKS Consti-
tutional Essay Contest.  Junior 
David Marottolo was KO’s other 
finalist for the essay contest.

Sam said she has been 
volunteering for Christmas 
Wish CT with the radio station 
Lite 100.5 for many years.  

“My family and I have 
been raising funds and going 
shopping during Christmas 
time to get gifts for kids who 
are less fortunate,” said Sam. 
“So they’re able to have some-
thing to open Christmas morning 
and still celebrate the spirit.”

At the end of the year, 
Sam said she helps to organize a 
big celebratory event. This past 
December, the event was held 
at Lake Compounce.  “A bunch 
of families came and had fun 
at Lake Compounce and they 
were able to receive their gifts 
and meet Mr. and Mrs. Claus.”

Sam said that  volun-
teering has been very fulfilling. 

“The emotions that people 
get – especially the parents –
is really rewarding,” she said.  
“They’re just so grateful, and it 
just makes me feel so happy that 
they’re doing everything they 
can in a difficult time and still 

able to have such a fun Christmas 
because of the stuff we do.”

In addition to Christmas 
Wish CT, Sam also volun-
teers at Mary’s Place and Saint 
Paul’s Church mission trip. 

Upon learning that she had 
won the award, Sam said she 
felt both surprised and honored.

During the course of the 
dinner, in addition to recog-
nizing Sam as the recipient 
of the Barnes Service Award, 
the WALKS Foundation also 
announced the winners of the 
annual constitutional essay contest.  

This year’s topic focused 
on the electoral college. The 
prompt read: “The 2017 essay-
ists were asked to consider the 

following questions: has the elec-
toral college outlived its useful-
ness, what specific presidential 
elections support each side of 
the issue, how would our most 
recent election have been affected 
by the removal of the electoral 
college process?” said History 
Department Chair Peter Jones.  

Mr. Jones said that, given 
the recent presidential election, the 
subject was particularly topical. 

Of all of the AP US History 
students who submitted essays, 
Rob’s and David’s essays were 
selected as KO’s two finalists.  

They both took a similar 
stance on the issue, arguing 
neither to remove the electoral 
college altogether nor to keep 

the institution in its current form. 
Both juniors argued that signifi-
cant reform must be made to the 
process to uphold democracy.  “My 
argument,” David said, “was that, 
if we’re going to preserve the elec-
toral college, there are significant 
changes that have to be made, but, 
as it stands now, it’s ineffective and 
it defeats the purpose of the original 
institution of the electoral college.”

In his paper, Rob said he 
offered several routes that this 
“reform” could take. “I said, if 
we’re going to go a popular vote, 
we have to use a system similar 
to the French run-off, where 
they have multiple candidates 
and then  choose between the 
two ‘most-popular’ candidates,” 

he said. “In terms of keeping 
the electoral [college], you can 
either do electoral districts, which 
would rebalance the power of 
the vote for individuals or we 
could do a system similar to the 
Maine and Nebraska districts.”

Mr. Jones said the competi-
tive nature of the essay contest 
motivated students.  “I would 
guess that an academic contest 
could – which doesn’t neces-
sarily mean that it’s going to – 
motivate [students] to put their 
skills on the line, more so than 
‘in school’ academics,” he said.

Both Rob and David said that 
they enjoyed both the essay-writing 
process and the dinner itself.  

“You learn more than you 
previously thought, whether you 
are interested in the topic or not,” 
said Rob. “It forces you to learn, 
to gain new perspectives, which, 
I think, is good just in general 
to achieve perspective on the 
world and understanding where 
different arguments originate.”

David said the WALKS 
dinner itself was enjoyable. “It 
was a very exciting experience – 
the dinner itself,” he said. “Seeing 
all of those people interested in 
and engaged in talking about 
the Constitution and the Elec-
toral College; it was really cool.”

In two years, it will be 
KO’s turn to host the essay 
contest, which means that KO 
will decide on the topic.  “If any 
of you constitutional enthusiasts 
have a good topic then they could 
talk to me or [history teacher 
Scott Dunbar],” Mr. Jones said.

Rob said he thinks that a 
topic about immigration or refugees 
would be interesting and pertinent.

by Benjamin Small ’19

WALKS Essay Contest winners and Service Award winner pose with their certificates and awards. Photo by Mr. Jones

As the year comes to a close 
and the KO community must say 
goodbye to all the seniors and 
some teachers, we must also give 
our warmest and most sincere 
farewell to the faculty advisor 
of the KO News: Rob Kyff. 

Mr. Kyff has been the faculty 
advisor to the KO News for 28 
years, making this goodbye espe-
cially hard. Under the leadership of 
Mr. Kyff, KO has seen the news-
paper evolve immensely. When 
Mr. Kyff took over as the faculty 
advisor in 1989 the newspaper was 
produced every two weeks and was 
around eight-pages long in black 
and white. The newspaper was 
not laid out on a computer until 
1995, and finally in 2006 eight out 
of the 20 pages of the newspaper 
would be printed in full color. 

Although the newspaper has 
gone through various quite literal 
changes, overall the concept of 
the newspaper has remained the 
same. “In essence the paper has 
really stayed the same. Students 

think of the articles, assign them, 
write them, edit them, lay them 
out, write headlines, choose 
pictures, and then the paper 
is published,” Mr. Kyff said. 

The newspaper is student 
run, which is extremely impres-

sive and speaks to our ideals here 
at KO. As Mr. Kyff said, it is truly 
amazing to watch the paper come 
together. “It’s a wonderful expe-
rience to see students do some-
thing virtually on their own and 
have nearly 50 people contrib-

uting in some way to each issue 
as writers, editors, photographers, 
and cartoonists and to see that all 
their efforts produce a final product 
as a team effort,” Mr. Kyff said.

Upper School Modern 
Languages Department Chair 

Lynn Schork added that any 
student who has the opportunity 
to work with Mr. Kyff on the 
newspaper is extremely lucky. 

“If Mr. Kyff is involved 
in any project it morphs into 
an amazing experience for the 
students who have the opportunity 
to learn from him because they are 
learning from the master,” she said. 
“Mr. Kyff has set very high stan-
dards and the students, because 
of his nature, follow his lead and 
then he turns them free. That is the 
learning experience with Mr. Kyff, 
and how could you not love it?”

One of the most important 
aspects on the newspaper, which 
many faculty members have 
commented on, is that Mr. Kyff 
does not censor the newspaper, but 
rather he allows kids to pursue free 
journalism. “He is so encouraging 
to all the students and he really 
values the fact that it is a student run 
newspaper and he doesn’t censor, 
which I really like,” said Upper 
School Librarian Nancy Solomon. 

by Hannah Bash ’18

Beloved faculty advisor to the KO News Rob Kyff  is stepping down after 28 years. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19. Continued on page 13.
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Changing the attitude 
about leadership at KO 

Private schools and public schools 
have similarities and differences. Often 
times, when people choose to attend a 
private school like KO, they base their 
decision on the fact that KO is a small 
school, which allows their students to 
have more opportunities in all aspects of 
school life, such as academics, relation-
ships with faculty, extracurricular activi-
ties, athletics, and general leadership.

As an independent school, KO stands 
out because it is also a college preparatory 
school, which means that KO prepares its 
students for the level of intense rigor that 
comes with higher education. In addition to 
that, it is promoted that, due to our small 
size, students here will get more oppor-
tunities to be leaders in the community. 

Unfortunately, it seems as though, as 
would be the case in a larger setting, explicit 
leadership titles and awards have been 
repetitively granted to a small minority in 
the community. In terms of the culture of 
college-prep schools, direct recognition of 
such titles is important, because students 

believe they are a very important factor in 
attaining admission to the colleges they wish 
to attend. Whether it be the prize assem-
blies, club leaders, or team captains, when 
people think of leaders in the KO commu-
nity, people typically only acknowledge 
those who have ownership of head posi-
tions or have received selective awards. 

However, KO is a diverse and 
talented place, where there are so many 
individuals who possess qualities of self-
advocacy, responsibility, and passion. 

We have a lot of underdogs here at 
KO, and because the distribution of lead-
ership wealth doesn’t extend beyond a 
small group, many people don’t receive 
the communal recognition they deserve.

The editors of the KO News believe 
not only that the acknowledgment of lead-
ership and achievement should be more 
widely spread, but also that the culture of 
leaders shouldn’t be emphasized so much 
around the titles, but more about what you 
actually do as a person to improve, not 
only this community, but those around it.

KO culture cultivates 
unhealthy habits 

Unless you are a senior, this past month 
has probably been a whirlwind of work, 
from APs to upcoming finals. This time is 
bound to be full of work and studying, so it 
is more important than ever that this commu-
nity encourage healthy studying habits. 

We at the KO News have noticed a 
trend of “competitive complaining.” This 
occurs when students try to stay up as late 
as possible or let a lot of work pile up so 
that they can complain about their workload. 

Now, this obviously sounds ridiculous, 
and it is (for most people) more of a subcon-
scious choice. Students love complaining 
about their work – after all, we’re in high 
school and complaining is part of our nature 
– but many students seem to relish “func-
tioning” on three hours of sleep or having six 
major assessments and projects in one week, 
just so they complain about their plight. 

Obviously,  this is  extremely 

unhealthy: while it may be fine to stay up 
late on occasion, routinely getting less than 
five hours of sleep is not feasible, and it can 
have some extremely detrimental effects on 
one’s health. Additionally, trying to stay up 
as late as possible (even when it is not neces-
sary) can create unhealthy study habits that 
will haunt students in college and beyond. 

We believe that this is an extremely 
pressing problem, especially with finals 
coming up; however, we encourage 
students to practice healthy study habits 
and make their health (both mental and 
physical) a priority. Use your study time 
efficiently so you can take breaks when 
you need to. Try to get some exercise and 
eat healthy, and make sleep a priority. 

10 years from now, the extra 
two points you gained from staying up 
until 2 a.m. are not going to matter, but 
your physical and mental health will.

Be thankful for 
your teachers

As the school year winds down, I 
have reflected on the years I’ve spent here 
at KO. One particular story comes to mind, 
and I’m going to share it with everyone 
even though it is quite embarrassing. 

When I was in Upper Prep, the major 
project to culminate the year was called 
Passport to Our World. The project entailed 
making a map of the world and presenting 
on a country of the student’s choice. 

When all the classes have finished 
creating their detailed tri-fold posters, 
parents, families, and faculty members 
walk from classroom to classroom 
exploring all the student’s research. 
Sounds like the best project ever, right? 

Well, for me, I made one extremely 
embarrassing mistake on my project 
that my family still teases me about to 
this day (it has even become a story I 
sometimes tell on Middle School tours). 

I decided that I wanted to present 
on the country of Trinidad and Tobago. 
Although I wish I could remember 
why I chose this country, this part has 
escaped my memory, most likely because 
all that clouds my brain when I think 
back to this project is my huge mistake. 

Around two weeks before our 
night of presentations, my geography 
teacher, Mr. Chapman, informed our 
class that we would also have to choose 
someone from our country to be. 

I decided I wanted be a chef. Being 
the young and inexperienced researcher 
I was, I looked up “chefs Trinidad,” 
which was not a smart choice. The 
first website that came up was for Chef 
Bobby Trinidad and I chose to be him.

The night of the presentation, 
I took a recipe from his website for 

by Hannah Bash ’18 coconut rice pudding. This food seemed 
to make both my mom and brother 
skeptical of the origins of this chef. 

After some research of their own, 
my brother and mom discovered that the 
person I was being from my country was 
actually from a different place. Chef Bobby 
Trinidad was in fact not from Trinidad, 
but simply shared his last name with it. In 
reality, Chef Bobby Trinidad was from the 
Philippines. My whole project was a bust, 
but there was nothing I could do because 
I had to present that night. I knew I had to 
tell Mr. Chapman that Chef Bobby wasn’t 
from Trinidad, but I was so nervous. 

At the end of the night, I timidly 
told Mr. Chapman of my mistake and 
his response was shocking. It seemed he 
already knew. Mr. Chapman told me that 
he knew all along that Chef Bobby was 
actually Filipino, but he wanted to let me 
continue because I was so passionate about 
being that chef and the project as a whole. 

Although this experience was quite 
embarrassing for me, and still haunts me 
a little, it taught me an extremely impor-
tant lesson. Besides the fact that I need to 
improve my researching skills, this faux 
pas showed me that KO is a safe place 
to make mistakes. All the teachers here, 
whether in the Upper or Middle School, 
create a warm environment in which 
they encourage learning and growth. 

Even though we all get angry 
or upset with our teachers at some 
point, they are all extremely valuable. 

I believe it is easy for kids to get 
caught up in all their work and take 
teachers for granted, but we shouldn’t. 
We should all be grateful for the teachers 
at KO, not only for their passion and love 
of teaching, but for inspiring us all and 
helping us be the best versions of ourselves.

Cartoon by Thomas Betts ’19.
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People, people, people . . . 
It is hard to believe that the year is 
coming to an end. This June marks 
the end of my ninth year at King-
swood Oxford, and I am both sad 
and excited that it will be my last. 

After nearly a decade of 
being here it is hard to picture 
myself at a new school and 
part of a new community. 
That being said, I am looking 
forward to the challenges ahead. 

As I depart for Virginia, 
I feel much like the seniors I 
have talked to recently – excited 
for new adventures, but also 
nervous that I will not be able to 
recreate that aspects of KO that 
I have grown to love so much. 

With every move in life, so 
many questions follow. Will I be 
as successful at my new place? 
Will my students like me? Will 
I get along with my colleagues? 
Will I ultimately be happy with 
my move? But, at some point 
you simply have to trust your-
self and the experience you have. 

Over the past nine years, I 
have absolutely loved my Middle 
School history classes. I have 

enjoyed seeing the creative sales 
pitches for a trip to Europe, the 
imagination behind Passport to 
Our World (even when you have a 
person from the wrong country!), 
and the more recent Wyvern 
World has been a great adven-
ture (Om Nom Nom is a hero). 

Similarly, staying in char-
acter as explorers for weeks at 
a time, scavenger hunt tests, 
Billy Joel projects, and duck and 
cover are always entertaining. 

However, being part of KO 
is so much more than being in 
the classroom, and so I leave you 
with a top 10 list, which consists 
of some of my favorite KO expe-
riences, groups and moments. 

The list I began creating 
could have been far longer, 
but I have tried to narrow it 
down (keep it to around 500 
words!). The following are not 
in any specific order . . . thank 
you to all who played a part!

I. Class of 2020 – You were 
the first class of sixth graders 
I was in charge of as a dean. It 
came with many laughs, some 
struggles, and certainly growth. 
You completed the first puzzle!

II. Wyverns for South 
Sudan – We started with a simple 
question in class: How can 
we not help? It led to rainbow 
looms, dance shows, a Fun Run, 
and ultimately great success.

III. Winona – How can you 
beat sleeping outside? Nevermind 
tipping over canoes, tubing, and the 
famous big daddy demonstration!

IV. Tobati – We moved a 

A farewell from a beloved teacher: 
Mr. Carr reminisces about his time at KO

I  am one of the 375 
mill ion vegetarians in the 
world. It’s not a new thing, but 
I continue to be so impressed 
with people’s ability to be so 
ignorant when it comes to food. 

The food industry as a 
whole is a labyrinth of lies. All 
processed foods are trash, but 
the meat and dairy industries 
win the award for being the most 
deceptive and, quite frankly, evil. 

Though I am not a saint 
and do indulge in dairy prod-
ucts on occasion, I recog-
nize the effects that my eating 
habits have on the environment. 

If you are a meat-eater, your 
carbon footprint is much greater 
than mine. "You want to fight 
climate change (and Trump)?" 
then become a vegetarian.

 It takes about 441 gallons of 
water to make one pound of beef, 
which is about 110 gallons when-
ever you decide to go to McDon-
ald’s and eat a hamburger. And yes, 
I recognize how ironic it is that my 
last name is McDonald and my 
entire family is vegan/vegetarian. 

Possibly one of the most 
commonly asked questions is, “So 
you’ve never even tasted bacon?” 
as if they think that somehow 
bacon must be some crazy excep-
tion. Like yeah, I’ve never eaten 
meat, but I definitely eat bacon...

Countless people have 
asked me how I get my protein 
if I don’t eat meat. News flash: 
Meat isn’t the only source of 
protein on this planet. There 
are nuts and beans, and other 
foods that are high in protein. 

Some people ask me how 
I get the nutrients I need, or how 
I’m still alive, and, honestly, I’m 
not really sure what the answer 
is, but hey, I’m doing fine. I 
feel like if there was something 
really wrong with me because of 
my diet, I would be aware of it. 

Another big question I 
get is, “Oh, so if you’ve always 
been vegetarian, are your parents 
forcing you to do it?” It is the way 
I was raised, but, at the end of the 
day, I choose what I want to eat. 
I don’t eat meat because I don’t 
believe it’s a sustainable lifestyle 
for our environment or my body. 

Whenever people say that 
they feel bad for the animals, I 
usually tell them that they should 
just stop eating them; however, 
the response is usually “No I 
could never. They taste way too 
good.” My first thought is that if 
they are slaughtering the animals 
and consuming them, then they 
must not really care for them.

Other people will say 
that it’s not all bad because 
s o m e t i m e s  a n i m a l s  a r e 
kil led “the humane way.”

Well, I’m sorry to burst your 

by Andy Carr

Vegetarian is the way to go
by Maeve McDonald ’19

Some people ask 
me how I get 
the nutrients I 
need, or how I’m 
still alive, and 
honestly I’m not 
really sure what 
the answer is. 

Being part of KO 
is so much more 
than being in the 
classroom.

Jason Meizels demonstrates how to draw an golden retriever step by step. 
Drawing by Jason Meizels ’19.

lot of bricks. There were also 
a lot of soccer games, word 
games, and riddles. Green Glass 
Door will always be a favorite. 

V. Squash – Probably too 
many moments to recognize. 
From inches to visualization to 
“wrecking opponents” weekends . 
. . loud music and 30 UP anytime!

VI. Baseball – From the 
Florida trips to Middle School 

I feel much like 
the seniors...
excited for new 
adventures.

Step-by-step Art

In his nine years at KO, Andy Carr 
has taught Middle School history, 
coached girls varsity squash and 
served as Upper Prep form dean. 
He is leaving KO to teach at St. 
Stephen’s and St. Agnes School 
in Alexandria, Va., this fall. 

bubble, but there is no “humane 
way” of killing a living being. 
What most people don’t know is 
that one of the “nicest” or “most 
humane” ways of killing a pig 
is to poke it will an electric rod 
until they unwillingly enter a 
small chamber filled with carbon 
dioxide. The pigs fight for air 
until they die. Then you eat them. 

I am kind of a hypocrite, 
though, because I have tried going 
from vegetarian to vegan way 
too many times. It never works 
out, probably because I think 
pizza tastes too good to give up. 

I am declaring right now 
that from here on out, I am vegan. 
So, if you see me in the lunch-
room about to eat dairy, feel free 
to come slap it from my hands.

We started with a 
simple question 
in class: How can 
we not help? It led 
to rainbow looms, 
dance shows, a 
Fun Run, and 
ultimately great 
success. With every move 

in life, so many 
questions follow. 
Will I be as 
successful at my 
new place? Will 
my students like 
me?  

games, it’s been a blast. The consis-
tent piece was always some country 
music and some coach’s BP. 

VII. Belize – Remember 
when we went underground 
tubing? How about king of the 
raft? And then there was tubing, 
ruins, howler monkeys, sugar cane 
. . . What a blast, and with some 
faculty who have since left but I 
still keep in touch with – shou-
tout to Worsman and Reigeluth.

VIII. Advisee groups – This 
year with the dozen Brown E’s 
on the board and endless wax 
museums, the hockey game with 
the Class of 2020; I won’t name 
the complainer but remember 
all the tally marks of complaints 
on the whiteboard class of 
2017? Class of 2021, Shake it 
Off? Bumper Carrs of 2022.

IX. Where in the world  
is Travis Rains? This was a while 
ago, but Mr. Chapman and I 

made some Middle School chal-
lenges that focused on “finding” 
Mr. Rains around the world. 
And, what did the winners get? 
Some Rains Bucks (which are 
still floating around somewhere) 
with which you could purchase 
anything from our office closet. 

X. Wyverns Go West  –That 
was one huge house we rented . 
. . but that poor pool table. Then 
there was the time the soda was 
dropped on me, a horse fell on one 
of you, and we took that classic 
Old Western photo. Why would 
anyone go on a trip with Middle 
Schoolers? And those memories 
are just a handful of so many I 
will take with me moving forward. 

To the Class of 2017, 
congrats. To the others, keep 
it up. To all, be in touch.

Remember when 
we went under-
ground tubing? 
How about king of 
the raft? 

by Jason Meizels ’19
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As a senior, I feel as though 
it is my responsibility – nay – my 
sacred duty, to bequeath upon 
you a series of lessons that I have 
learned. So, without further ado:

Tip #1: Always befriend 
your teachers. When I say 
befriend, I don’t mean be nice to 
them; I mean befriend them. Now, 
of course, most of them are lovely 
people, which is reason enough. 
But, what I’m talking about are 
all of the selfish, advantageous 
uses of befriending them. Over 
the years I’ve had a quiet office 
to work in all year, sagely advice, 
and by the end of the year, I’ll have 
inherited a bathrobe, seven books, 
a painting, and a massive poster.

Tip #2: Break dress code. 
Except for a few select teachers, 
whose classes you bring a sweater 
for (Mrs. Bailey, Mr. Baker, Mr. 
Gilyard), nobody else cares. 
Don’t waste your time trying. 

Tip #3: Spread as much hate 
and hateful speech as you’d like on 
campus. Feel free to even start a 
group dedicated to it. Don’t worry. 
Every student in the entire school 
may know it exists and, I assume, 
most of the faculty, but that’s OK. 
As long as they can’t catch you, 
you’ll never get in trouble. Oh, and 
give it a cool acronym, but make 
sure to give it a clean meaning for 
social media. I suggest something 
like SHF: “Students Having Fun.”

Tip #4: Sleep anywhere 
and everywhere. Hint: If you 
befriend the right teachers, as 
stated in Tip No. 1, they might 
even let you sleep in their office 
in a comfortable chair or couch.

Tip #5: Bring a blanket 
to school. Will people think it’s 
weird? Yes. But, you’ll always be 
warm, and everybody will want 
to be your friend because they all 
secretly want to use that blanket.

Tip #6: Don’t do high-
ranking academics just to do them. 
I scored below average in math on 
my SATs, I didn’t take subject tests, 
and I didn’t take science in my final 
year of high school. I’m still going 
to Ithaca College despite all that.

Tip #7: Always check with 
a person’s friends before asking 
him or her to prom. Otherwise, 
they have to say no in public or 
go with you when they’d rather 
not, which quite frankly doesn’t 
sound like fun for anyone.

Tip #8: If you think it’s 
mandatory, there’s probably a 
loophole. Dress code? See Tip 
#2. Sports? I know people who 
haven’t done a single one all 
year. Certain classes? Unless it’s 
English, you can probably avoid 
it in junior or senior year. AP’s? 
SATs? Subject Tests? Nope!

Tip #9: I didn’t do this, but, 
according to the seniors I know 
who did: apply ED! Once you 
get in, it’s a smooth senior slide 
from there. Let’s all be real, we’re 

In the past few weeks, there 
has been talk of how the situa-
tion with President Trump and 
Russia is similar to the one of 
President Nixon and Watergate. 

But how similar are the 
two situations really? Let’s 
start with the obvious – the 
firing of the investigators. 

During the Nixon case, 
a special prosecutor, Archibald 
Cox, was appointed by the 
Attorney General at the time, 
Elliot Richardson, in May of 
1973 to investigate the possi-
bility of criminal action by the 
president in the Watergate scandal.

 Soon after his appoint-
ment, President Nixon ordered 
R icha rdson  to  f i r e  Cox , 
because he had asked for the 
tapes of Nixon’s conversa-
tions to be relinquished to him. 

Richardson refused to and 
was forced to resign. After Rich-
ardson’s resignation, Nixon moved 
on to the Deputy Attorney General, 
William Ruckelshaus, who, like 
Richardson, refused to fire Cox 
and was subsequently forced to 
retire as well. Cox was eventu-
ally fired by the person third in 
line at the Justice Department, 
marking this night in history as 
the “Saturday Night Massacre.”

This even would go down 
as one of the most infamous 
incidents in American history. 

by Vivian Goldstein ’17 by Jaden  DiMauro ’20ready to slide by September so 
you might as well get into college 
ASAP so that the slide is justified.

Ti p  # 1 0 :  D O  N O T 
C H E C K  Y E S  F O R  T H E 
COLLEGE BOARD STUDENT 
SEARCH SERVICE!  You 
don’t read any emails and I’m 
drowning in emails as we speak.

Tip #11: Make one of your 
friends get their license and then 
abuse that to the max. Bonus points 
if they can pass as your sibling. If 
not, you’re adopted! The excuse is 
just like saying you have “female 
issues.” Nobody likes to question it.

Tip #12: Don’t take every-
thing so seriously. I’ve got 
friends so obsessed with getting 
As, but here’s the truth. I had 
a B in Chemistry. I got a 62 on 
my exam. I graduated with a B 
in Chemistry. My friend, going 
to an Ivy, did not get all As and 
they are still going to that Ivy. 

And it’s not only your 
grades; don’t take yourself so seri-
ously. You’re still a kid. Remember 
to have fun. Life and responsi-
bility and all that scary crap is 
starting and there’s no stopping 
it, and that’s OK. But just because 
all that’s coming, doesn’t mean 
you can’t still decide to screw 
your grades, just for a day, take 
a nap, and go out to lunch with 
your friends, blasting the music 
like it really can drown out all 
those impending responsibili-
ties, and just laugh your heart out.

Tips from a departing senior

Let’s talk about fake friends. 
I know, I know “Eliza that’s so 
rude, everyone is real friends!” 

But let’s just say what we 
are all thinking – most of our 
“friends” are people who are 
civil to us in person but behind 
our backs talk crap non-stop.

Before I even begin I 
want to clarify a few things. 

1) I know not everyone 
is going to like one another.
It’s like food; no one person 
can possibly like every single 
p iece  of  food  out  there . 

But this doesn’t give people 
the all-access pass to spit the 
food out or throw it at a wall; 
it gives them the ability to just 
politely reject it when offered. 
You see what I’m getting at here?

2)  I  actual ly  bel ieve 
humanity is good and that we 

want one another to succeed. But 
the catch is, lots of us secretly want 
everyone to do slightlyyyy worse 
than we do so we can outshine 
everyone. But this belief stems from 
society. I will get into that later. 

3) I do have a “solution” 
(for lack of a better word), so 
be sure to read until the end.

OK, OK, so now that those 
are clarified, let us begin. Take 
us back to when we were ages 
three to seven. Everything was so 
genuine, yet so blunt. We were all 
learning, at our own paces, how to 
be polite but still honest. Choosing 
friends was probably the most 
genuine act of your entire life. 

You simply chose who you 
thought was fun to play with in 
the sand box (with the exception 
of the few friends you liked solely 
because they gave you the most 
friendship bracelets and smelly 
pencils, but you grew out of those). 

Now, of course, the people 
you were not so fond of may have 
received some remarks that are not 
so nice, but it’s all part of growing 
up, and everyone was learning, 
and the words “I’m sorry I hurt 
your feelings” never worked better.

So let’s fast forward a little 
further. Now this phase of your 
life may appear at various ages. 
For me, it was around third grade. 

Friend groups. At my 
school, I swear it was categorized 
by what you did at recess and who 
you sat with at lunch. My elemen-
tary school was actually very 
large, so we had lots of groups: 

by Eliza Charette ’18

Fake people showin’ fake love

Watergate 2.0

Being our best 
self is of course 
above all the goal, 
but there is this 
perception that 
all of us cannot 
coexist as our best 
selves.

Well, I’m here 
to tell you that 
we are all fake 
friends. I am, you 
are, teachers are, 
strangers are, 
EVERYONE. But 
we can change 
the culture by just 
being happy.

Trump fired FBI 
director James 
Comey who was 
leading an inves-
tigation into 
possible collu-
sion with Russia 
by Trump surro-
gates . . . almost 
identical to the 
Saturday Night 
Massacre.

the soccer group, the basketball 
group, the dance competition 
group, the sandman group, and 
of course the infamous “chase” 
where you literally just chased a 
specific person around the play-
ground until you caught them and 
then repeated; this goes on and on. 
These groups varied by season, 
but stayed relatively the same. 

I think this is the first intro-
duction of the idea that if someone 
was in your friend group and you 
didn’t like them, it didn’t matter. 

You guys  were  now, 
by transitive property, best 
friends. Here, my friends, is 
where the “fake” friends begin. 

That girl who is mean to 
everyone and pushes people around 
or the boy who is nice but won’t 
shut up about how much he loves 

the Boston Celtics are suddenly 
your best friends; they are invited 
to all the sleepovers and birthday 
parties even though you really 
wish to never speak to them again.

In an effort to keep this some-
what concise, I will merge high 
school and middle school together 
(even though I wish I didn’t have 
to because in my experience, 
they have been very different). 

Now I think people have 
good intentions. I would LOVE 
it – wholly, genuinely love it –  if 
every person had all their wishes. 
The perfect life. But that is, unfor-
tunately, not realistic. And this is 
where I think being fake comes in. 

People are out for them-
selves. And I think that our 
society has shaped us to be this 
way. Being your best self is of 
course above all the goal, but 
there is this perception that all of us 
cannot coexist as our best selves. 

These beliefs really stem 
from the college process, social 
pressures, and parent expectations. 

We, as teenagers, are told that 
the most important thing is to be in 
the best classes with A’s, get all the 
leadership positions you can, play 
three varsity sports. and. if they are 
JV. they aren’t worth it (which is a 
whole other topic that is not true), 
get perfect scores on SAT/ACT, 
and most importantly be “cool,” 
whatever that means anymore. 

And the hard part about 
all of this is that only a select 
few can have all of these things. 

S o  I ’ m  s u r e  y o u ’ r e 

wondering, “Where is this 
‘solution’ you speak of, Eliza? 
It seems like you think this 
problem bigger than all of us.” 

Well, I’m here to tell 
you we are all fake friends. 
I am, you are, teachers are, 
strangers are, EVERYONE. 

But we can change that 
culture by just being happy. I 
know this sounds unrealistic and 
anticlimactic, but I’m serious. 
If we take it back to happiness, 
we will be such a better society. 

Take classes you WANT 
to take not what is “best.” 

Be friends with people 
YOU think are fun to be around 
not what others consider “cool.”

 Do your best on tests 
but don’t stress too much. 

Play sports you LOVE on 

People are out 
for themselves. 
And I think that 
our society has 
shaped us to be 
this way.

A similar situation has 
unfolded in the past few weeks 
in which President Trump fired 
FBI director James Comey 
who was leading an investiga-
tion into possible collusion with 
Russia by Trump surrogates. 

This situation is almost 
identical to the Saturday Night 
Massacre, in which a sitting Presi-
dent fires the lead investigator in 
a case in which he is involved. 
In the first case, the President 
was found guilty and resigned 
before he could be impeached. 
If history follows its course, 
the same will happen this time.

whatever level you want (believe 
me, they are all impressive), and be 
a leader in clubs YOU love, not what 
will look good on the application. 

S o  p l e a s e ,  g o  i n t o 
the  wor ld  happy because 
e v e r y o n e  w i l l  b e n e f i t .
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MS softball uniforms deserve a strike
by Olivia Pear ’21

I grew up in a relatively small 
town where everyone played the 
same sport, softball. So maybe I’m 
used to this sport being prioritized, 
but it has come to my attention, and 
the attention of my coaches and 
teammates, that there is a serious 
lack of respect for the sport in the 
Kingswood Oxford community. 

One of the clearest ways to 
see this disrespect is in the condi-
tion of the uniforms allocated to 
the Middle School softball team. 
I know many of you reading this 
article will try to write it off as 
“girls complaining about clothes,” 
but not having the proper attire 
for our sport not only affects our 
ability to play, but also the state 
of mind of our team, and the way 
other teams and sports look at us. 

First, there are certain arti-
cles of clothing we need to play 
softball, such as visors. Many 
of the games we play are in the 
early afternoon and we prac-
tice in the middle of the day, 
so the sun is always extremely 
bright. Also, our balls are yellow, 
making it hard to distinguish 
them in the air on a sunny day. 

Due to our lack of visors, 
certain positions, such as first base, 
have become increasingly difficult 
to play and are now unsafe. Visors 
will not only improve our playing 
but will also make it safer, as I and 
many of my teammates have been 
hit at one point or another because 
we could not see due to the sun. 

Our playing ability is also inhibited 
by our lack of pants. KO provides 
the Middle School softball team 
with shorts that are practically 
sewn together and very hard to run 
in. Not only are they uncomfort-
able, but also, because we use a turf 
field instead of dirt, wearing shorts 
while base running and sliding can 
give players serious turf burn. 

Lastly, socks are important 
to a softball player for protection 
against sliding and for comfort 
in cleats. This year, on the day 
of our first game, we were given 
long, tight, black socks that didn’t 
fit and left serious marks after 
the game. Our coach had to buy 
us our own socks that worked 
better for our team. All of these 
little clothing issues can add up 
and create uncomfortable, or 
even dangerous, situations for 

Positions, such 
as first base, have 
become increas-
ingly difficult to 
play and be safe 
while doing so.
softball players, which affect 
their ability to play their best. 

Second,  having inad-
equate uniforms affects our state 
of mind as a team. Perception 
becomes reality, and a team that 
looks together, plays together. 

However, when our team walks 
onto the field, we all look as if we 
are wearing different uniforms. 

Some girls choose to 
wear their own softball pants, 
while others wear differing 
variations of shorts (including 
the ones provided), and others 
choose to wear sweats that 
are an entirely different color 
from the rest of the team. 

Since the team has not 
been given the correct type of 
pants for our sport, the players 
are forced to make due with 
what we have, causing us to 
look and feel very disorganized. 

Adding this to the fact that 
nobody’s jerseys really fit and 
some are even falling apart, we 
look disheveled to ourselves and 
the opposing teams before the 
game has even started. The team 
also looks divided by what we wear 
under our jerseys, varying in sleeve 
length and color as well has the odd- 
colored visors or headbands that 
can be scrounged up for a game. 

Overall, when the Middle 
School softball team walks onto 
a field in uniform, we don’t even 
look like a team, but rather a 
collection of individuals wearing 
different clothes while other team 
shows up looking like a unit. It 
can be intimidating to see another 
team with the same uniforms, 
and I often feel almost inferior 
because we look disorganized, 
which does not help our state of 
mind as we prepare to play in an 
organized and effective manner.  

Lastly our uniforms, or 
lack thereof, change how other 
Middle School sports look at soft-
ball. There are a lot of students 
in the Middle School who don’t 
think of softball as being as 
important as lacrosse, baseball, 
or tennis, just to name a few. 

I myself have gotten into 
several arguments with friends 
over the difficulty of the sport 
and the respect it deserves. 
All the other teams look much 
more put together and therefore 
important, adding to the unjusti-
fied lack of respect for our sport. 

Furthermore, many of my 
team members and I feel that 
it is incredibly disrespectful to 
the girls to outfit us in uniforms 
for softball that are not nearly as 
nice or as new as the uniforms 
for boys baseball, and are also 
not as complete, because base-
ball has hats with visors to block 

out the sun during their games. 
We feel sensitive to the 

fact that others think the girls 
are less organized or are not 
as capable as the boys, due to 
the difference in appearance. 

I believe that, if we looked 
as organized as the other teams 
in the Middle School, we could 
not only do better in games, but 
also persuade more students to 
join our sport because they will 
see that we are just as serious as 
the other athletic programs and 
their is no difference between 
the boys and girls  teams. 

In conclusion, Middle 
School softball clearly needs 
improved uniforms because 
we look disorganized and even 
risk being put into dangerous 
situations during our games. 

We aren’t asking for a new 
wardrobe, just jerseys whose 
numbers don’t peel off, visors 
to block out the sun, pants that 
aren’t sewn together like our 
shorts, and some nicer socks. 

Good quality uniforms will 
last our team a long time and 
will improve our playing and 
the respect shown for our sport, 
therefore making it a worthwhile 
investment of money and time. 
Middle School softball is just as 
important and is taken just as seri-
ously by its team members as any 
other sport in Kingswood Oxford 
and therefore deserves the same 
quality uniforms as other programs 
and the same amount of respect.

We don’t even look 
like a team, just a 
collection of indi-
viduals wearing 
different clothes 
while other team 
shows up looking 
like a unit.

“Ferris Bueller’s Day Off,” 
“The Breakfast Club,” “Clue-
less,” “Risky Business” – these 
were the classics I watched when 
I was younger. But as graduation 
nears, I realize that these portrayals 
of high school are very different 
than reality, or at least KO’s reality. 

Specifically, the level 
of rebellion present in all of 
these films is different. While 
I admit that some of the rebel-
lion is extreme, lessons can be 
learned from them nonetheless. 

For example, in “The Break-
fast Club,” while the students 
broke the rules in order to receive a 
Saturday detention, they eventually 
rebel against detention too. It is ulti-
mately  these actions that actually 
end up bringing them all together. 

Despite their very different 
types of personalities – the 
popular girl, the jock, the geek, 
the punk, and the emo girl – the 
Saturday detention actually 
enables them to break down 
the walls of these stereotypes. 

As a result, they begin to 
discover one another’s real char-
acters and are able to connect with 
each other in a way that they could 
not do within the standard confines 
of their high school culture.

In the classic ending, John 

Bender, the “punk,” walks away 
from the school and narrates the 
letter they wrote to the faculty 
member overseeing detention. It 
said, “We accept the fact that we 
had to sacrifice a whole Saturday in 
detention for whatever it is we did 
wrong. But we think you’re crazy 
for making us write an essay telling 
you who we think we are. You see 
us as you want to us, in the simplest 
terms, in the most convenient defi-
nitions. But what we found out is 
that each of us is a brain, and an 
athlete, and a basket case, a prin-
cess, and a criminal, does that 
answer your question? Sincerely 
yours, the Breakfast Club.” 

The letter shows how 
these students, all from different 
backgrounds and cliques in 
school, realize through their 
detention how they are much 
more than their stereotype. 

Furthermore, the song 
“Don’t You (Forget About Me)” 
plays, reminding the students to 
not forget about the sense of self 
they just discovered. “The Break-
fast Club” shows that sometimes 
good can come out of rebellion. 

While I am not advocating 
that people break the rules, I do 
think a little rebellion would be 
good for KO, specifically the 
senior prank.While most people 
dreamed of the awesome senior 

pranks they would do when they 
were older, the reality of senior 
pranks at KO is unfortunately 
far less interesting. For the past 
two years, in fact, the senior 
class has not even done a prank. 

While the reasons for this are 
varied, I do believe that having to 
check the prank with KO is a factor. 
KO should trust that the senior 
class will collaborate to think of 

Stifling stipulations 
on senior prank
by Sasha Bash ’17

KO should trust 
that the senior 
class will collabo-
rate to think of a 
creative and funny 
prank that is not 
offensive nor 
destructive. 
a creative and funny prank that 
is not offensive nor destructive. 

After all, we are going to 
college next year, where we will 
make our own decisions and 
accept the consequences to any 
of our actions. So, I urge KO to 
allow the senior class to engage 
in a small act of rebellion in 
the form of a harmless prank. 

The true wage gap
by Nell Schwartz ’19

You have probably heard 
that men are paid more than women 
over their lifetimes. This disparity 
in pay is often referred to as the 
wage gap. However, if you read the 
opinions article headlined “Wage 
Gap a Lie?” in the March issue of 
the KO News, you’re familiar with 
the assertion that the disparity in 
payment between men and women 
is a “blatant manipulation and 
distortion of the truth.” This asser-
tion, however, is false. The argu-
ments advanced in this original 
article in support of the “wage-
gap-as-a-myth” were flawed.

The article argued that men 
and women who work at the same 
jobs, with the same credentials, 
in the same geographic areas,  do 
make salaries that are roughly 
equal. And a recent report by 
Payscale confirms this. The report 
states that women who hold the 
same jobs are, in fact, paid nearly as 
much as the men are (98 percent). 

What the author of “Wage 
Gap a Lie?” failed to acknowledge, 
however, is that the real inequity 
occurs because men hold a much 
higher proportion of the top-paying 
jobs than women do. When studies 
examine median salary for all 
men and women, rather than just 
comparing men and women in the 
same jobs, they reveal that women 
earn about 76 cents for every dollar 
a man makes. In other words, while 
male and female chief executive 

officers of Fortune 500 compa-
nies make roughly equal salaries, 
only 21 of these 500 companies 
are currently headed by women. 
So, because women are not given 
the opportunity to hold high-
paying positions, whether they’re 
in business, medicine, educa-
tion, or law, the median salary 
of all women is 24 percent lower 
than the overall salaries of men.   

Unfortunately, there are 
many related factors that tend to 
hold women back and unfairly 
force them into lower paying jobs 
- the two biggest being pregnancy 
and societal expectations related 
to having children. These factors 
are backed up with research, 
according to Pew Research Center 
Data, “Women most often are the 
ones who adjust their schedules 
and make compromises when the 
needs of children and other family 
members collide with work.” 

Even our laws tend to sabo-
tage efforts by women to strive 
for equality in the workforce and 
further allow the pay gap to exist. 
A bill has been proposed that 
allows employers to have access 
to the salaries of job applicants 
at their previous job. This allows 
employers to hire the person who 
was paid less, and continue to pay 
them at that low rate. This person 
is usually a female. Recently 
Connecticut legislature tried to 
pass a bill prohibiting this, but 

Continued on page 14.
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Forensic Union displays skills at
third annual Speakers’ Showcase 
by  Aparagita Kashyap ’18

On Thursday, May 18, 
Forensic Union hosted its third 
annual Speakers` Showcase. 
During this event, Forensic Union 
members and officers presented 
their public speaking and debating 
skills for parents and other students.

The night was MC’d by 
senior Forensic Union officers 
Ariba Memon, Lauren McPherson, 
and Noah Stanton. It featured 
after-dinner speeches from senior 
Shelby Fairchild and sopho-
more Tom Betts, whose speech 
won third place at the KO Public 
Speaking Tournament in February. 

There were also interpre-
tive readings by senior Connor 
O’Loughlin, who performed the 
reading at the World Individual 
Debating and Public Speaking 
Championships in April, and 
sophomores Janvi Sikand, Dan 
Carroll and Elise Gendrich. 

In addition to these prepared 
speeches and readings, there 
was a chance for parents to try 
Triple Speak, a game in which 
the speaker has to incorporate 
random words into an extem-
poraneous speech. There was 
also an extemporaneous debate 
between Forensic Union officers 
on the resolution: This house 

believes that prom is outdated 
and does more harm than good.

“My favorite part is when 
parents go up and speak,” said 
Connor. “It’s always enter-
taining when parents speak about 
their kids during Triple Speak.” 

English teacher and Forensic 
Union Coach Michelle Schloss 

agreed. “The Speakers’ Showcase 
is a great opportunity for people 
who have done well over the 
course of the year to show off to 
their family and friends,”  she said.

English teacher and Forensic 
Union Coach Heather Wayne 
said that students are excited for 
this opportunity. “Everyone was 

really willing to jump in and show 
off their speaking skills,” she said.

In a departure from previous 
years, the seniors were honored 
during the showcase.“We’re 
combining the showcase with the 
last meeting, where we celebrate 
the seniors with a slideshow 
and speeches,” said Ms. Wayne.

 At the end of the night, 
Ms. Schloss and Ms. Wayne 
gave  speeches  abou t  the 
seniors, and announced the offi-
cers for the upcoming year. 

Juniors David Marot-
tolo and Aparajita Kashyap will 
be co-presidents, junior Robert 
Downes will be secretary, and 
Dan, Tom, and sophomore Katie 
Brough will be junior officers.

The Speakers’ Showcase is 
a relatively new tradition at KO, 
as it only goes back three years. 

“Our KO Public Speaking 
Tournament was canceled, so all 
these kids wrote speeches and 
they wanted to share them,” said 
Connor. “It’s gotten bigger, and we 
add new stuff every year. This year 
we’ve had the most variety so far. 
We’ve had mostly After-Dinner and 
Interpretive Readings, but this year 
we’ve really expanded with Triple 
Speak and Impromptu Speaking.”

Connor said that  the 
Speakers’ Showcase is a nice 
way to mark the end of another 
year of Forensic Union. “It’s a 
great way to round up the year,” 
he said. “Not only are we able 
to showcase some of the people 
who have worked hard to write 
speeches and find readings, but 
it’s also a great place to support 
your friends and find inspiration.”

Senior Shelby Fairchild delivers an After-Dinner speech, satirizing LGBTQ stereotypes. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19. 

Theses awarded
by Haley Gervino ’18

Starting in the second 
semester this year, every senior 
incorporated literary works, 
complex themes about society, 
and unique personal perspectives 
to create a senior thesis paper. 

In the middle of May, 
English Department Chair Meg 
Kasprak announced the winners 
of the Senior Thesis Awards. 

T h e  w i n n e r s  w e r e 
seniors Noah Stanton, Carolyn 
M c C u s k e r,  S h e l b y  F a i r -
child, and Vivian Goldstein.

To determine the winners, 
the papers were judged on the 
craftsmanship, how polished the 
final piece is, originality, how 
well developed it is, whether it is 
fun to read, and if it is reflective 
of the students’ sincere connec-
tion to the literary material.

“I was a little surprised that I 
won,” said Shelby. “I didn’t know 
that I had won before the assembly, 
but I was cautiously optimistic. I 
say ‘cautiously,’ because, while I 
had gotten the grade that I wanted 
and I knew I’d written a really 
good thesis, there are usually only 
three to four winners and at any 
given moment, I can name at least 
five people who have been great 
writers way longer than I have.” 

Carolyn said she was 
surprised as well. “I was very 
surprised that I won,” she said.  
“When I sent in my thesis I felt 
so bad about it. I didn’t think 
the final product was what I 
had imagined it would be. So 

I was definitely surprised and 
happy when I got the award.”

Noah said she felt the same 
way. “I was definitely surprised 
that I won, and I was so honored,” 
she said. “I put a lot of hard work 
into that paper and felt very 
grateful to be recognized for it.” 

Vivian said she had a 
different opinion on the matter. 
“This is going to sound vain and 
arrogant, but I wasn’t surprised 
I won,” she said. “I’ve always 
been a decently good writer, and 
all of my friends kept telling 
me I’d win because I’m really 
passionate about English.” 

All of the winners pointed 
out that their thesis advisor played 
a major role in helping them create 
the paper that they have today.

“My teacher was Asha 
[Appel], and I’m so happy I had her 
for thesis,” said Carolyn. “She was 
amazing because I spend so much 
time in her office just spilling out 
all my emotions and my ideas about 
the thesis, and she did such a good 
job of helping me stay on track.”

Vivian also had Asha as a 
thesis teacher. “Asha took a decent 
paper and made it into the paper it 
is now, which is so much better, and 
I’m really proud of it,” she said.

Vivian said that a good 
thesis topic is one that the 
wri ter  real ly cares about . 

“Do what you care about, 
not what you think is going to 
make an easy paper,” she said. 

“That’s the only way 
you’re going to have fun and 
feel proud of the process.”

Don’t Que(back) out 
of the Canada trip
by Esha Kataria ’20

From June 12 to June 17, 
11 KO students and two faculty 
members will travel to Quebec City 
and Montreal in Canada to explore 
the French culture and way of life. 

T h e  g r o u p  p l a n s  t o 
spend the first three days of 
their trip in Quebec City, and 
explore landmarks such as 
Château Frontenac, Old Québec 
City, Huron Village, and the 
Plains of Abraham Battlefield. 

They also plan to visit 
a wood-carving workshop, a 
sugar shack, and a creperie. 

Upper School  French 
teacher Jonathan Briggs designed 
a trip with a travel representative 
from an agency called Explorica. 
They arranged the buses, tours, 
and made all the reservations. 

Dr. Briggs said that there 
are various tours and activities 
planned for each day and that 
the students will get free time 
in the evenings after dinner. 

Sophomore Olivia Coxon 
said that she is really excited. “I 
have only gone to Quebec once 
before, and it was when I was 
really little,” she said.  “So I’m 
really looking forward to going 
there again. It’s such a beautiful 
place with such a unique culture.” 

Freshman Vishal Kumar 

also said he is extremely excited. 
“I’ve always wanted to go, so 
this is my chance,” he said. 

The group will spend the next 
two-and-a-half days in Montreal, 
where they will drop by McGill 
University, Bell Centre, Mont-
Royal, and Montreal Biodome. 

The trip costs approxi-
mately $1,650 per person. The 
cost includes breakfast and 
dinner, and the students will 
have to pay for their own lunch. 

Upper School French teacher 
Jennifer Weeks, who will be 
leading the trip, said she is excited 
to explore the food, especially, the 
food truck culture in Quebec and 
the specialty bagels of Montreal. 

The group will be traveling by 
bus and it is approximately a seven 
hour drive to Quebec from KO. 

Olivia said that she is looking 
forward to the food, the landmarks, 
and being able to practice her 
French. “I went to Tobati in March, 
and all of the KO students who 
took Spanish said that it was cool 
to be able to communicate with the 
Paraguayans,” she said.  “I want 
to be able to communicate with 
the French Canadians,” she said.

Vishal said he looks forward 
to seeing the city and interacting 
with the people there. “I want to 
see what they think of America and 
how they are in general,” he said. 

Junior Caroline Doyle 
said she chose to go because 
she likes both Quebec and 
Montreal. “I expect to have 
a bunch of fun,” she said. 

Olivia said she chose to go 
because she wanted to be able 
to travel with her friends and 
immerse herself in a different 
culture. “I hope that I can both 
strengthen old friendships and 
form new friendships with the 
students on the trip,” she said. 

Vishal said he really wants to 
go to Quebec to get an insight into 
its culture and get a better under-
standing of the French language. 

Dr. Briggs said that safety 
was their biggest concern and 
Canada was the safest option for 
a French trip. “We are hoping the 
students will be able to sample 
[French] culture, art, architecture, 
in a safer kind of way,” he said. 

Dr. Briggs added that 
trying to go to France was not 
safe because of the recent attacks. 

Sophomore Taline Norsi-
gian said that she looks forward 
to seeing some new things, using 
her French, and just having a 
good time after school gets out.

Dr. Briggs said he will take 
a lot of pictures and put it on a 
CD to give to the kids. He is also 
extremely excited for the trip. “It’s 
gonna be a lot of fun,” he said.
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Esselstyn, Albanesi win top awards

Continued on page 9.

Seniors Rose Esselstyn 
and Ryan Albanesi won the 
school’s top citizenship awards 
at Tuesday’s Prize Assembly.

Rose won The Gold Seal, 
the highest citizenship award the 
school can bestow, given to a girl 
in the Sixth Form for outstanding 
qualities of character. Ryan won 
The Primus Medal, presented 
by Edith Greenough Lewis and 
the highest citizenship award 
the school can bestow, given to 
that boy in the Sixth Form who 
has contributed most during the 
past year to the life of the school.

Awards received by other 
students and teachers at the 
Prize Assembly are as follows:

The Brandeis University 
Book Award for social action 
and civic engagement is given to 
a member of the Fifth Form who 
has demonstrated academic excel-
lent and a commitment to commu-
nity service – Gabrielle Ruban.

The Brown University Asso-
ciated Alumni Award is given to 
that member of the Fifth Form 
who combines a high degree 
of ability in English expres-
sion with outstanding personal 
qualities – Phoebe Taylor.

The Cornell Club of Greater 
Hartford Book Award is given to 
a member of the Fifth Form who 
has shown an interest in extra-
curricular activities and school or 
community projects – Olivia Rossi.

The Dartmouth Club Book 
Award is given to a member of 
the Fifth Form in recognition of 
outstanding academic and lead-
ership qualities, coupled with 
imagination, concern for others, 
andloyalty to school, family 
and friends – Will Appleton.

The Fairfield University 
Book Award is given to that 
member of the Fifth Form who 
combines special sensitivity 
and seriousness in scholarship 
with commitment and achieve-
ment in community affairs 
or athletics – Harry Krause.

The Harvard-Radcliffe 
Club of Northern Connecticut 
Prize is given to that member of 
the Fifth Form who combines 
excellence in scholarship with 
significant achievement in other 
fields – David Marottolo.

The Mt. Holyoke Club Book 
Award is given to a member of the 
Fifth Form who has produced an 
outstanding academic record while 
exhibiting qualities of leadership 
and service in the schoolcom-
munity – Aparajita Kashyap.

The University of Penn-
sylvania Book Award is given 
to a member of the Fifth Form 
who has demonstrated academic 
excellence and innovative 
involvement in extracurricular 
activities – Natalie Eckert.

The St. Lawrence University 
Book Award is given to a member 
of Form Five who has displayed a 
significant commitment to commu-
nity service – Caroline Doyle.

The Smith College Book 
Award is given to a woman 
member of the Fifth Form in recog-
nition of academic distinction. This 
excellence may be for outstanding 
achievement in English and/or

and/or distinction in the liberal 
arts and/or special performance 
in fine arts – Lily Hammer.

Trinity Club of Hartford 
Prize is given to a member of 
the Fifth Form who has devel-
oped and practiced a true 
interest in the principles of good 
government – James Bayer.

The Wellesley Club of Hart-
ford Prize is given to a woman 
member of the Fifth Form who 
has demonstrated intellectual 
curiosity and excellence in schol-
arship and who exemplifies the 
Wellesley motto, “non ministrari, 
sed ministrare” (not to be served, 
but to serve”) – Emma Smith.

The Yale Club of Hartford 
Prize is given to a member of the 
Fifth Form in recognition of scho-
lastic achievement, leadership, 
effective teamwork and organiza-
tional abilities – Hannah Bash.

The Williams Memorial 
Prize for Mathematics, given 
in memory of W. O. Williams 
and in the name of F.I. Catlin 
’43 and R.J. Catlin ’43, is 
given for excellence in math-
ematics to a student in the Upper 
School – Noah Hawks-Ladds.

The Critchfield Prize for 
Science is given by Horace E. 
Rockwell ’39 in memory of his 
classmate, Thomas R. Critch-
field, to the student who has 
performed outstandingly in 
science – Kevin Augustine.

The Rensselaer Prize is 
presented by Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute to the Fifth 
Form student most compe-
t en t  in  ma themat i c s  and 
science – Robert Downes.

The Goodman Banks 
English Prize is given to a 
student in the Upper School 
for excellence in the field of 
English – Vivian Goldstein.

The Terwilliger Prize, 
given in the name of R.C. Terwil-
liger ’33, is given to a student 
in the Upper School for excel-
lence in English prose – Carolyn 
McCusker and Noah Stanton. 

The Brendan Gill ’32 Writer 
of Promise Award, in memory of 
the renowned writer and essayist, 
Brendan C. Gill ’32, is given 
by the Gill family to the Upper 
School student who has shown 
the most interest and promise 
in developing his or her writing 
craft – Juanita Asapokhai.

The Gwendolyn Brooks 
Poetry Prize is given to the best 
three published poems in the 
Upper School and in the Middle 
School –  Juanita Asapokhai  
for “Genesis,” David Marot-
tolo for “Telestich” and Emma 
Smith   “12 :31 ,”  Saudea 
Bisgaard for “The Magic Words,” 
Molly Carroll for “Child,”and 
Sung Min Cho for “Liberty.”

The Stewart Prize for Public 
Speaking is given by P.R. Stewart 
’32 to a student in the Upper School 
who is judged to be the best public 
speaker – Connor O’Loughlin.

The Forensic Union Award 
for Distinguished Service is 
awarded to a member of the 
Sixth Form who has excelled 
in  formal debate and has 
served the Forensic Union with 

particular loyalty, enthusiasm 
and dedication – Issie Pratt.

The Conklin Prize, endowed 
in honor of Mr. and Mrs. William 
P. Conklin, is given to a student for 
excellence in United States history 
– Skylar Barron and Alicia Henry.

The William Ainsworth 
Greene Memorial Prize, given 
by his three sons, is given to 
that member of the Fifth or 
Sixth Form who has shown the 
greatest interest in international 
and current affairs – Amanda 
Civitello and Ariba Memon.

The Abraham Kopple-
mann Prize, endowed by Mr. 
Kopplemann, is given to that 
student who has demonstrated 
interest in and awareness of 
the fundamental principles of 
democratic government –Sasha 
Bash and Ambika Natarajan.

The Wyper Prize, endowed 
in the name of James Wyper Jr. ’36 
and John Wyper ’38, is given to 
an Upper School student for excel-
lence in Latin – Harry Krause.

The Bissell Prize, endowed 
by Mr. Richard M. Bissell, Jr., is 
given to a student in the Upper 
School who has excelled in the 
study of French – Tara Kilkenny.

The Ernest  W. Smith 
Prize for Spanish, endowed by 
Ernest W. Smith, Jr., is given to 
a student in the Upper School 
who has excelled in the study of 
Spanish – Bonnie Steinberg.

The Chinese Language 
and Culture Prize is given to 
the Upper School student who, 
during his or her time at King-
swood Oxford, has excelled in 
the study of Chinese, both by 
demonstrating academic strength 
in the Chinese language and by 
embracing the culture of China – 
Noah Stanton and James Witt. 

The Mixed Chorus Award 
is given to a student in the Upper 
School for outstanding service to the 
Mixed Chorus – Poppy Sheehan.

The Kingswood Oxford 
Band Award presented to the 
instrumentalist who has demon-
strated outstanding musicianship, 
leadership, and dependability as 
a member of the concert band or 
wind ensemble – Emilie Sienko.

The Louis Armstrong Jazz 
Award is presented to the instru-
mentalist who has demonstrated 
outstanding musicianship, leader-
ship and dependability as a member 
of the jazz band – Tim Bucknam.

The Nat ional  School 
Orchestra Award, given to a student 
for outstanding dedication, service 
and musical contributions to the 
orchestra – Cassie T-Pederson.

The Music Award is given 
to a boy in the Upper School 
for his outstanding musical 
ability – Noah Hawks-Ladds.

The Jane Hamilton Fisk 
Award is given to a girl in the Upper 
School for her outstanding ability 
or interest in music or musical 
organizations – Grace Amell. 

The  Ed i th  and  Sau l 
Shulansky Performing Arts 
Award is given to that member 
of the Fifth Form judged to be 
the most accomplished performer 
by the arts faculty – David 
Marottolo and Jake Kulak.

The William A. Greene 
Memorial Prize for Dramatics 
is given to that student in the 
Sixth Form who has contrib-
uted most to the Dramatic 
Society – Connor O’Loughlin.

The Technical Theater Award 
is given to a member of the gradu-
ating class who has demonstrated 
talent, dedication, and a thirst for 
knowledge in the support of the 
performing arts – Ryan Silvers.

The Eli Udolf Art Award is 
given by Mr. and Mrs. Leonard 
Udolf in memory of his father, 
Mr. Eli Udolf, to that student 
in the Sixth Form whose port-
folio of work demonstrates 
creativity approaching profes-
sional caliber – Sasha Bash.

The C. Francis Beatty, 
Jr. Photography Award is given 
to a student for excellence in 
photography during the current 
school year – Meghan Dalton.

The Robert A. Lazear Award 
is given to a senior girl who by 
her example and dedication has 
contributed the most to Kingswood-
Oxford athletics – Grace Amell.

The William R. MacDonald 
Prize is given by the Class of 
1962 in honor of William R. 
MacDonald, faculty member from 
1931 to 1962, and is awarded to 
that member of the graduating 
class who has proved himself an 
outstanding athlete and who best 
exemplifies diligence in prac-
tice, sportsmanship, and spirit 
of competition – Matt Lord.

The Senior  Award is 
awarded to a three-sport athlete 
who demonstrated a positive atti-
tude, outstanding sportsmanship 
and dedication to team effort – 
Drew Nemirow and Laura Polley.

The Herman Paul Kopple-
mann Award is given to that 
member of the newspaper staff who 
has outstanding promise in the art of 
communication – Noah Stanton.

The Andrew Blodgett Award 
is given in memory of Andrew 
Blodgett III of the Class of 1958 
to the student in the Fourth Form 
who possesses qualities of help-
fulness, friendliness and good 
citizenship – Madison Henry.

The Aanon J. Ahl Award 
is given in memory of Aanon J. 
Ahl, Class of 1993, to a member 
of Form 4 whose enthusiasm, 
curiosity and passion for learning 
inspired his or her classmates 
and teachers – Charlie Coxon.

The Graham Anthony, 
Jr. Prize is given in memory 
of Graham Anthony, Jr. ’39, to 
the outstanding student in the 
Fourth Form – Mia Seymour.

The Class of 1988 Award, 
endowed by that class in their 
Third Form year, is given to that 
student of the Third Form who 
possesses qualities of friend-
liness, helpfulness, and good 
citizenship – Ishaa Sohail.

The First Year Award is 
given by Mr. Nathaniel Salton-
sall II to that Upper School 
student who, during the first full 
year at Kingswood-Oxford, has 
shown strong academic achieve-
ment and has displayed responsi-
bility, maturity, cooperation and 
loyalty – Juanita Asapokhai.

The Jeffrey Bittner Prize is 
given in memory of Jeffrey Bittner 
’92 by Middlebury College, where 
he was a member of the Class of 
1996, to an exceptional student in 
the sophomore class who possess a 
strong sense of self, determination 
and selflessness – Benjamin Small. 

The Gretchen Bauver Award 
is given in honor of Gretchen 
Bauver, math teacher at King-
swood-Oxford from 1972 to 
1992, to the eighth-grade student 
who has shown the most growth 
in the field of math – Julia Dugan.

The Arlene Lipton Award is 
given in memory of Arlene Lipton 
by her husband Michael, son Jona-
than ’88 and daughter Suzanne ’93, 
is awarded to a student entering 
Form Three from Form Two whose 
service to others in the Kingswood-
Oxford community and beyond to 
the larger community exempli-
fies Mrs. Lipton’s extraordinary 
legacy of service  – Emma Henry.

The Anounshjka Mead 
Writing Award is given to that 
student who has contributed 
most to the literary life of the 
Middle School – Molly Carroll.

T h e  M i d d l e  S c h o o l 
Achievement Award is given 
to that student who has demon-
strated the most personal and 
academic growth during his or 
her Middle School career – Kate 
Beck and Aidan McDonald.

The Annual Alumni Char-
acter Awards are given by the 
Kingswood-Oxford Alumni Asso-
ciation to a girl and boy in the 
Second Form for their leadership, 
maturity, citizenship and concern 
for the welfare of the school – 
Kyle Frankel and Olivia Pear.

The First Year Award is 
given to a Middle School student 
who in his or her first year at King-
swood-Oxford has shown strong 
academic achievement and has 
displayed responsibility, maturity, 
cooperation and loyalty – Abigail 
Fernald and Prairwaa Madden.

The Richard C. Buckley 
Award is given in memory of 
Richard C. Buckley, Class of 1980, 
to the senior who possess qualities 
of loyalty, good humor, courage and 
the ability to accept both success 
and defeat gracefully – Shelby 
Fairchild and Connor O’Loughlin. 

The Robert A. Falk Prize, 
given in memory of Robert 
Falk ’80, is awarded to the 
Sixth Form student who has 
excelled in journalism and has 
been an active participant in 
the competitive sports program 
at the school – Grace Amell.

The Nelson P. Farquhar 
Award, presented by the commu-
nity government, is given that that 
member of the Sixth Form who has 
given outstanding service to the 
community – Cassie T-Pederson.

The Class of 1958 Prize, 
given in memory of Richard 
B. Bulkeley III, is given to that 
member of the Sixth Form who 
possesses qualities of modesty, 
reliability, and integrity – Emilie 
Sienko and Bonnie Steinberg.

The Merritt Prize, estab-
lished by Mr. Joseph Merritt in 
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Parents ‘Embrace’ body image
by Esha Kataria ’20

On  Tuesday, May 2, 35 
members of the Parent Asso-
ciation screened a documen-
tary in Roberts Theater entitled 
“Embrace,” which examines 
body image and self-acceptance 
in modern teenage culture. 

“The documentary was 
about changing the culture of 
how women view their self-
image,” said Parent Association 
President Heather Clifford. “The 
message of the film was that we 
have to accept and ‘embrace’ 
who we are, not be trying to 
reach an unattainable goal.”

Eating psychology coach 
and presenter Elizabeth Hall 
agreed that the main message was 
self acceptance. “The bigger idea 
is that we need a paradigm shift in 
our culture, from trying to change 
ourselves into an ideal that isn’t 
even possible for the majority of 
us into celebrating our beauty and 
differences and celebrating the 
bodies of all people,” she said.

K O  p a r e n t  G a r f i e l d 
Vaughn said that the documen-

tary did a good job of raising 
awareness of the struggles that 
many girls and women face 
regarding their body image.

Ms. Clifford said that media 
has a tremendous impact on how 
women and girls view themselves. 
“Most of the time, the media 
images are inaccurate,” she said. 
“Pictures are air brushed and unre-
alistic, yet people judge themselves 
against these impossible ideals.” 

Ms. Clifford added that 
the standards of beauty in the 
country and throughout the world 
have become incredibly difficult, 
if not impossible, to achieve. 
“We need to get the message 
out there that these standards 
of perfection are dangerous and 
hurtful to all of society,” she said. 

Ms. Hall said that the group 
talked about how girls can change 
what they are exposed to on social 
media so they see more realistic 
representations of different bodies. 
“We discussed how our culture is 
preoccupied with the thin ideal and 
how this needs to change,” she said.  

Mr. Vaughn said the event 
had a positive impact on everyone 
and that he enjoyed the deep 
engaging discussions that occurred 
after the movie. “There was exten-
sive dialogue after the film, where 
many parents shared their thoughts 
about different points of the film,” 
he said. “One thing that was 
striking, was the role media has 
played in contributing to problem.” 

Ms. Hall agreed that it 
was a lively discussion in which 
many people contributed to 
the conversation. “Audience 
members were all in agreement 
that girls especially could use 
more support around recognizing 
that all bodies are different and 
we are not all supposed to look 
the same even if that is what 
the media tells us,” she said.

Ms. Clifford said that during 
the year she was speaking to the 
Parent Education chairs, Renee 
Autorino and Jodie Sprague and 
wanted to start a discussion with 
the parents that impacts everyone. 
“This topic speaks to so many 
people,” she said. “This isn’t just 
about body image issues for women 
and girls, it impacts men and boys 
as well. No group is immune to the 
societal pressure of perfection.” 

Ms. Hall said that she 
believes that we live in a world 
that is obsessive about nutrition 
and exercise and idolizes the thin 
body type to the detriment of 
women all over the world. “Too 
many people are wasting too 
much time and energy on phys-
ical appearance when they could 
be contributing in other ways to 
the world or living happier and 

more fulfilling lives,” she said. 
Ms. Clifford said that the 

path society is headed toward is 
incredibly harmful to children. 
“The more we talk about this issue 
the closer we get to making funda-
mental societal changes,” she said.

Mr. Vaughn agreed that “The message of 
the film was that 
we have to accept 
and ‘embrace’ 
who we are, not 
be trying to reach 
an unattainable 
goal.”
– Heather Clifford

“Pictures are air 
brushed and unre-
alistic, yet people 
judge them-
selves against 
these impossible 
ideals.”
– Heather Clifford

change is necessary. “A massive 
cultural change has to occur and 
it needs to start at home,” she said.

Ms. Clifford said she 
thinks that parents agreed that 
this is an important message 
and were encouraged by the 
conversation. “Kids and teens 
are bombarded with messages 
about how they should look and 
the image they should portray,” 
she said. “[Parents] agreed that 

we need to keep talking to each 
other and our kids about ways 
to change body image ideals.”

The director of “Embrace,” 
Taryn Brumfitt, echoed Ms. Clif-
ford’s thoughts.“The purpose 
of your life is not to be an orna-
ment to be looked at, but to do 
and feel and contribute,” she said. 

KO Associate Director of 
Advancement Elizabeth Bellin-
grath ’78 said she liked the docu-
mentary very much. “It was quite 
thought provoking,” she said. 

Ms. Hall agreed. “The movie 
is very useful in starting conver-
sations around body image and 
body positivity, as well as non-
dieting and the effect media has 
on how women and girls view 
their bodies,” Ms. Hall said.

Mr. Vaughn said he agreed 

“The purpose of 
your life is not to 
be an ornament to 
be looked at, but 
to do and feel and 
contribute...”

– Taryn Brumfitt

that it was a very useful movie 
to watch. “It provided a different 
perspective of an issue that I knew 
existed, but showed it from a 
broader more global view,” he said. 
“I think it’s a movie that all parents 
and guardians should watch.” 

“Embrace” is a documentary about acceptance, directed by and starring Taryn Brumfitt. Photo courtesy of Google. 

Congrats to 
everyone who 
won awards!

Continued from page 8

Assembly honors students, faculty
the names of Robert P. Merritt 
’29 and Philip J. Merritt ’33, is 
given to that member of the Sixth 
Form who best exemplifies the 
results of the Kingswood-Oxford 
education – Tim Bucknam.

The Fortiter Prize, founded 
by Mr. Francis Goodwin Smith in 
the names of three sons, all gradu-
ates of the school, is presented 
to that member of the Sixth 
Form who has developed and 
displayed the qualities of courage 
and perseverance – Adam Kim.

The Turhan Michael Ergin 
Award is given to that member of 
the Senior Class who combines 
an enthusiasm for athletics and 

the performing arts or visual 
arts with a sincere love of 
people and a friendly, outgoing 
nature – Kayla Glemaud.

The Tyler C. Tingley Award 
is given to that member of the 
Senior Class who, in addition 
to excelling in academics, has, 
by dint of his or her selfless-
ness and dedication, embodied 
the Kingswood-Oxford goal of 
“caring beyond self” and has 
helped other members of the 
community to flourish and grow 
– Sasha Bash and Ryan Silvers.

The Stewart Lindsay Jr. 
Award is awarded to a student in 
the Upper School who demon-
strates the same qualities of schol-

arship, leadership, and thoughtful-
ness that Mr. Lindsay embodies 
during his career at Kingswood-
Oxford as a teacher, coach and 
administrator – Alec Rossi.

The Katherine Long Day 
Award is given in memory of 
Katherine Long Day ’28 to that 
girl in the Fifth Form who, in 
the judgment of the Head of 
School and Faculty, has displayed 
exceptional qualities of character 
and integrity – Abigail Eberle.

The Jonathan Downs 
Prize, endowed by the friends 
of Jonathan Downs, is given to 
the boy of the Fifth Form who 
has contributed most to the class 
in helpfulness, good fellow-

ship, and humor – Ben Tauber.
The Dux Prize is awarded 

to the student in the senior class 
with the highest academic average 
for the year – Sasha Bash.

The Robert B. Swain III 
Memorial Award honors that 
continuing teacher in his or her 
first five years of teaching at King-
swood Oxford, and his or her first 
10 years of teaching overall, who 
best exemplifies Bobby Swain’s 
outstanding attributes as a student 
and teacher: a serious, self-disci-
plined approach to learning and 
a sense of humor – a combina-
tion that enabled him to inspire 
in others a spirit of cooperation 
that made scholarly disciplines a 

pursuit both joyous and rewarding.  
–  Kathleen DiSanto ’03.

The Joseph and Jo-anne 
Alissi Coaching Award honors 
that returning coach who best 
exemplifies Joseph and Jo-anne 
Alissi’s outstanding contributions 
to Kingswood-Oxford, especially 
their sportsmanship, profession-
alism, enthusiasm, dedication 
and the positive impact they had 
on every athlete and student they 
encountered – Tricia Watson.

The Charles W. Collins 
Award is presented by Collins 
family in honor of Charles W. 
Collins to a K-O faculty member for 
excellence in teaching – Rob Kyff.



Today is your day!
Your mountain is waiting.
So . . . get on your way.

                     – Dr. Seuss

Congratulations, Celia!
Love,

Mom, Dad, Grace and Owen



Congratulations Benjamin 
and the Class of 2017!

We are so very proud of you 
and all your accomplishments. 

We are excited for your next 
steps . . .

Love,
Mom, Nana and Grandpa

Thank you, 
KO!

Esselstyn
Family

We are so happy for you!

Congratulations 
Amanda!

Love, Mom, Dad 
and Will



Destinations for the Class of 2017
Celia Jarmoc   College of the Holy Cross

Madison Kalkstein    Rochester Institute of Technology

Isabel Kaufman  Northeastern University

Tara Kilkenny  Washington University in St. Louis

Adam Kim    Occidental College

Trevor Krupp  Union College

Matthew Lord    University of Virginia

Michael Loughran  University of Richmond

Kishan Makati  University of Connecticut

Samantha March   Trinity College

Carolyn McCusker  Amherst College

Abigail McGuire   Fordham University

Lauren McPherson  Franklin and Marshall College

Ariba Memon   University of Connecticut

Grace Miller    High Point University

Peyton Moore  Hofstra University

Ambika Natarajan   Emory University

Connor O’Loughlin  Oberlin College 

Faith Pease   University of Connecticut

Laura Polley   Colby College

Isabella Pratt   Keene State College

Benjamin Putterman University of Richmond

Farah Quadri   American University

Nicholas Ravalese  Northeastern University

Rebecca Richard   Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Alec Rossi    Dartmouth College

Matthew Rossi  Dickinson College

Manisha Satheesh   University of Connecticut

Jane Shafer   American University

Poppy Sheehan  Bard College

Emilie Sienko  University of Notre Dame 

Ryan Silvers   Wake Forest University

Jacob Silverstein  American University

Robert Siuta   Union College

Noah Stanton  Vanderbilt University

Bonnie Steinberg  Colgate University

Cassandra T-Pederson Brown University

James Witt   Worcester Polytechnic Institute

David Yandow   Tulane University

Ryan Albanesi        Tufts University

Spencer Altman    Syracuse University

Grace Amell     Vassar College

Jack Antico   Boston College

Jeffrey Baker              Western Connecticut State University

Robert Balcezak  Virginia Tech

Clayton Barnes  Marist College

John Barry    Bowdoin College

Sasha Bash    Washington University in St. Louis

Mark Billingsley   Emmanuel College

Joshua Bobruff  Union College

David Boley    Marist College

Jacob Brown   University of Miami

Timothy Bucknam  Syracuse University

Alexandra Burke   University of Connecticut

Kareem Burton  University of Rhode Island

Alex Cahill    University of Evansville

Amanda Civitello  Purdue University

Ryan Clifford  Bentley University

Benjamin Coady  Union College

Owen Cotthaus   Lehigh University

Claudenique Cousins     University of Connecticut

Meghan Dalton  Bryant University

Geyu Deng    Drexel University

Samantha DiBacco   American University

Trey  Dugan   Fordham University

Rose Esselstyn  St. Lawrence University

Shelby Fairchild  Skidmore College

Hannah Ferraro  Eckerd College

Meredith Ferris  Northeastern University

Emma Fisher   Vassar College

Nicole Galik   American University

Luke Gioffre   Marist College

William Gitlin   Lafayette College

Kayla Glemaud   Hamilton College

Julia Goldsmith  Tulane University

Vivian Goldstein  Ithaca College

Brian Gould   Connecticut College

Noah Hawks-Ladds  Boston College
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Although art is not usually 
what comes to mind when 
one thinks of inherited traits, 
for senior Nicole Galik, her 
love of art stemmed from her 
uncle and has been present for 
as long as she can remember.

“My uncle is an amazing 
artist with a contagious passion so 
I developed a similar interest from 
just being around him,”  Nicole said.

Although Nicole said that 
art has been a huge part of her life 
since she was little,  her love of art 
continues to help her to this day. Art 
acts like a “de-stresser” she said.

“Anytime I feel over-
whelmed, I will either sketch or 
make ideas for my next piece. 
It has helped me get through 
some stressful times,” she said.

Nicole plans to continue 
the role art plays in her life in 
college because she said she 
is always trying to improve 
and learn more about art . 

Her love for exploring the 
art world is one of the reasons 
Nicole said she appreciated 
the Portfolio Prep course. She 
said it gave her “the freedom 
to explore many mediums.”

This class, she said, helped 
her “recognize her strengths and 
weaknesses in the realm of art.”.

Through the class, Nicole 
said, she has discovered that her 
favorite medium is watercolor. 

“With watercolors, even 
if you make a mistake, those 
mistakes can often add to a piece 
and make it better,” she said.

In addition to this, Nicole 

Artist of the Month: 
senior Nicole Galik
by Olivia Rossi ’18

Every year The March of 
Dimes takes place, an event that 
promotes research and funding into 
the causes of premature birth. It is 
a nonprofit organization that works 
to improve the health of mothers 
and babies in order to prevent 
premature birth and birth defects. 

On their website the March 
of Dimes states its goal: “Since 
2003, our fight to save babies has 
been strongly characterized by our 
Prematurity Campaign. The rising 
incidence of premature birth has 
demanded action, and the March 
of Dimes has responded by initi-
ating an intensive, multi-year 
campaign to raise awareness and 
find the causes of prematurity.”

This year, singers from 
the KO community took the 
stage on Sunday, April 30 at 
Rentschler Field at the march 
and sang as people walked by. 
Outlook, the select chorus, 
sang the National Anthem and 
Crimson 7 sang a 15-minute set. 

“Outlook’s performance of 
the National Anthem kicked off the 
March,” music director for Outlook 
and Crimson 7 David Baker said. 
He added, “Crimson 7 sang a 
set while people were marching 
around the stadium including 
“Good Ol’ A Cappella,” “Bring 
It On Home to Me,” “My Shot,” 
“Stand by Me,” and “Wonderwall.” 

There was a variety of solo-
ists in the performances from 
Outlook and Crimson 7. “Good 
Ol’ A Cappella” featured solos 
from sophomore Charlie Coxon 
and juniors David Marottolo, 

Zack Herz, and Varun Tankala. 
In addition to Zack and Charlie, 
seniors Ryan Albanesi and Connor 
O’Loughlin and freshman Eryk 
Jones had solos in “Bring It On 
Home to Me.” Ryan was the soloist 
for “Wonderwall,” and freshman 
Matthew Marottolo was the soloist 
for “Stand by Me.” Connor was 
also the main soloist in “My Shot.”  

The march was particularly 
special this year because both 
sophomores Charlie and Olivia 
Coxon march at the event every 
year because they were born 
premature, so this cause is close 
to their hearts. “It was a blast to 
perform for an event that I care 
so much about, because I myself 
was born prematurely,” Charlie 
said. “We sang a lot of fun songs, 
and I gave a small speech about 
my appreciation for the March 
of Dimes and all the help they 
have given to families like mine.”

His twin sister Olivia 
agreed. “It’s been such a powerful 

said she appreciated the organic 
and unearthly look of the medium.

Due to Nicole’s love of 
natural pieces, her favorite piece 
of work is a chalk drawing she 
did of the Northern Lights. 

S h e  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t 
she loved the colors but also 
the softness of the chalk. “I 
love how it has a feeling of 
mystery and wonder,”  she said.

Other than her uncle, Nicole 
mentioned Banksy as an artistic 
inspiration due to his unapologetic 
nature. “He says whatever he wants 
through his art pieces even if they 
may be controversial, which is why 
I really admire him,”  Nicole said.

Junior Haley Carangelo, 
a member of the  Portfolio Prep 
honors class with Nicole, said 
that Nicole is creative, versa-
tile and talented in her art. “She 
always has clever ideas and 
completes her projects with a lot 
of effort,” Haley said. “She also 
works really well with pastels 
and chalk. I especially love her 
recent Northern Lights chalk 
piece. The trees look amazing!”

Senior Nicole Galik said that her 
love of art was inspired by her uncle. 
Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18.

and meaningful experience to 
sing at the event,” she said. “I 
was born three months early and 
weighed 2 pounds, 11 ounces, and 
I am so thankful for the March 
of Dimes and its promotion of 
research for premature birth. 
Singing at the march with Outlook 
was so much fun, and I felt like I 
was finally able to give back for 
all that they have done for me!”

Junior Gabrielle Ruban 
echoed Olivia’s enthusiasm. She 
also added that the March of 
Dimes event was a great opportu-
nity for  KO students to  perform 
outside of the wyvern community.

“Personally, I’ve  only had 
the experience of singing the 
National Anthem with Outlook at 
KO,” Gabrielle said.“This was a 
nice opportunity for  our group, as 
well as Crimson 7, to perform for 
not only a larger audience outside 
of KO, but also in the name of a 
good cause. The event was truly 
amazing and inspiring,” she said.

Outlook, Crimson 7 march 
on stage at March of Dimes
by Nell Schwartz ’19

Both Outlook and Crimson 7 pose for a picture at the annual March of Dimes 
event at Rentschler Field in Hartford on April 30. Photo courtesy of KO. 

Ron Monroe, Upper School 
English teacher, credits Mr. Kyff 
for running a very authentic news-
paper. “All my memories of the 
newspaper since I’ve been at KO 
are about Mr. Kyff and how he has 
been so dedicated to the newspaper. 
There has never been any sense of 
tampering with or censoring with 
the newspaper,” Mr. Monroe said. 
“Sometimes articles were a little 
controversial, so I give Mr. Kyff 
so much credit for making sure 
the article was well researched 
and written and standing by it.”

Not only have faculty 
members noted this aspect of 
the newspaper under Mr. Kyff’s 
leadership, but so has Head of 
School Dennis Bisgaard. “What 
I’ve always liked about the news-
paper is that people speak their 
minds, and it might be contro-
versial, but students have the 
freedom to write about what 
they want,” he said. “Our news-
paper is very authentic and real.”

As many teachers and 
students have said, the KO news-
paper has a very large presence on 
our campus and Mr. Kyff works 
extremely hard on each issue 

to ensure that the newspaper is 
near perfect. “There has always 
been an attention to journalism 
and appropriate journalistic prac-
tices no matter the form of the 
newspaper. The paper has always 
been a very strong part of the KO 
community and it represents all our 
students well,” Ms. Schork said. 

Mr. Monroe commented 
on Mr. Kyff ’s dedication to 
how the  newspaper  pres-
ents itself to our community. 

“I think that over the years, 
because of Mr. Kyff’s attention and 
support, the newspaper just gets 
better in terms of the quality and 
the scope of the paper. He cares 
so much about the newspaper and 
how it appears to the community, 
what an example to follow! I am 
so respectful of Mr. Kyff and 
appreciative and in awe of the 
time and effort he has spent on 
the newspaper,” Mr. Monroe said.  

Mr. Kyff notes that the news-
paper has helped to foster change 
at KO. “The KO News has made a 
difference in the school’s policies 
and programs. We’ve suggested 
changes in exam policy, dress code 
rules, and advising that have been 
adopted by the school,” he said. 

English teacher Catherine 

Schieffelin, who will succeed 
Mr. Kyff as the paper’s advisor 
this September, said that she 
has learned so much about the 
workings of the paper as well 
as the history of the school in 
her work with him this year. 

“I can’t ask for a better 
mentor. As an individual, Mr. 
Kyff contributes so much to 
the institutional memory of the 
school, and all of the KO News 
issues that he has had a hand 
in over the last 28 years tell the 
story of an evolving school.”

Not only has the newspaper 
had a profound impact on the KO 
community, but so too has Mr. 
Kyff. All the faculty and students 
interviewed agreed that Mr. Kyff 
is an inspiration to all and is 
extremely influential in what-
ever he is pursuing or teaching. 

“I think his teaching in both 
U.S. history and journalism has 
been very powerful. I think it’s 
nice to see how many individuals 
he’s inspired and impacted. He is 
our Warren Baird,” Mr. Bisgaard 
said. “He’s very thoughtful and 
reflective, and it is clear that he 
is the kind of teacher that truly 
influences people whether it be in 
politics, history, or journalism. He 

ignites the fire of passion in kids.”
Spanish teacher Brenda 

Semmelrock said that Mr. 
Kyff’s amazing teaching skills 
have influenced many alumni 
in their careers after KO. 

“I think the important thing 
is that so many students who have 
been through KO and have been 
on the KO News have gone on to 
do great things, and that’s a tribute 
to Mr. Kyff and his amazing lead-
ership,” Mrs. Semmelrock said. 

Mr. Kyff said that leaving 
the newspaper deeply saddens 
him. “I loved every minute of 
it,” he said. “I’m really interested 
in journalism, and it’s exciting 
to be involved in putting out a 
newspaper, and it’s wonderful 
to work with such dedicated 
and capable people who share 
my love of writing and editing. 

“Despite the worries and 
tensions that often accompany 
news day, it’s so satisfying to see all 
these pages of articles and photos 
scattered on laptops come together 
to produce a 20-page document 
that’s full of information,” he said. 
“The KO News attracts some of 
the brightest, most creative, and 
friendliest students in this school, 
and it’s really been a joy to work 

with such outstanding people.”
Senior Vivian Goldstein, a 

retired associate features editor, 
said that Mr. Kyff is truly just 
amazing. “I literally have never 
met a nicer guy than Mr. Kyff. I 
think there are plenty of teachers 
that have a lot of passion, but he 
has such a determination to not 
only educate the students, but 
help them grow as well,” she said. 

Upper School History 
Department Chair Peter Jones, 
said that Mr. Kyff has had a 
profound influence on his life. 
“Mr. Kyff, in the 30 years I’ve 
known him, optimizes human 
decency, and I am a better 
person for having known him.”

Mr. Kyff said that he has 
no doubts that the newspaper will 
continue to evolve and improve. “I 
think the paper under Ms. Schief-
felin will be even better because 
she is much more sophisticated and 
knowledgeable about the Internet 
and computers and technology 
than I am, and I am sure that she 
will bring the paper into the 21st 
century. She is also a very talented 
journalist with excellent judgment 
and a real love of kids. I am proud 
and thrilled that she is the person 
who will succeed me,” he said. 

Farewell to faculty advisor of KO News
Continued from page 2.
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On Apri l  21,  Netf l ix 
released “Girlboss,” an American 
comedy series inspired by Sophia 
Amoruso, the founder and creator 
of Nasty Gal. The show loosely 
follows the rise of the multimil-
lion dollar fashion empire that 
she constructed in the 2000’s. 

The series stars actress Britt 
Robinson as Sophia, a poor, rebel-
lious anarchist who starts to sell 
vintage clothing online, both as 
her passion and as a retail pursuit. 
As the company begins to grow, 
Sophia suddenly becomes a busi-
nesswoman, grappling with how 
to be the boss of her own life. 

As soon as I  s tar ted 
watching the first episode, I was 
hooked. Britt Robinson does an 
excellent job playing Sophia, 
giving her a young, spunky vibe 
that is actually quite inspirational. 

The first episode features 
Sophia trying to “figure out a way 
to grow up without becoming a 
boring adult” after deserting college 
after a semester. Sophia spends her 
days avoiding any type of respon-
sibility and her nights dancing 

and drinking with her best friend.
The plot of the show does 

take some time to pick up. The 
first few episodes waste time 
highlighting how much of a rebel 
she is as she works for a complete 
idiot and spends her days scrolling 
eBay and stealing sandwiches. 

This all changes when 
Sophia gets fired and heads to a 
vintage store, spotting a dream 
jacket that she buys and wears all 
day as she goes dumpster diving 
for bagels, steals rugs, lounges 
on the grass in a park, and makes 
a brief appearance at an abso-
lutely awful dinner with her dad 
before she she decides to sell it 
on eBay to make some extra cash. 

She only spends nine dollars 
on the vintage item, but makes a 
few hundred bucks, realizing that 
she can flip clothes for a living. 
When Sophia actually starts her 
business, it almost immediately 
gives “Girlboss” more confi-
dence, more depth, more room 
to indulge its weirder instincts. 

Overall, “GirlBoss” is 
an entertaining and artistic 
series that demonstrates the 
s t ruggles  of  growing up. 

by Ishaa Sohail ’20

From Oct. 26 to Nov. 2, 
KO will be hosting more than 
50 students from the Musik-
schule Filderstadt, a music insti-
tution in Stuttgart, Germany. 

The Musikschule Filder-
stadt is a collective organization 
of music for children, teenagers, 
and adults. The school has about 
1,500 students and 70 teachers. 

The Preparatory Depart-
ment of the school gives adults 
and children many opportuni-
ties to pursue a professional 
music or artistic career. The 
school believes that long-term, 
versatile, and intensive musical 
support is required to gain accep-
tance to premier music colleges.   

The school focuses on 
the expansion of instrumental 
techniques, musical expression, 
and musical style, preparing 
students to play professionally. 

Musikschule Filderstadt 
is divided into various sections: 
strings, piano, brass, wood-
wind, percussion, recorder, 
singing, accordion, and guitar. 

The students are coming to 
KO because creative arts teacher 
Steve Mitchell knew the director 
of the school. She had mentioned 
to him that they were going to 
be touring New England and 
were looking for host schools.  

The students make music at a 
very high level, and their education 
system is different from KO, as it 
places emphasis on music and arts. 

“When I speak to students 
in Europe, I’m always surprised at 

how interested they are in what’s 
happening in the United States. 
They want to understand the 
people and the culture. They don’t 
always hear good things about 
the US, and they want to learn 
all about it,” said Mr. Mitchell. 

Mr. Mitchell added, “They 
just need to see a different educa-
tion system. It is an opportunity 
for them to see what an indepen-
dent school like KO is like or 
what a public school is like in the 
United States. They also can see 
all of the possibilities for studying 
in college in the United States.” 

They will be staying with 
KO families, and they are still 
looking for more host families. 
They will rehearse and peform with 
students at Windsor High School, 
then stay on-campus and rehearse 
with KO students to perform a joint 
concert on Nov 1. There may be 
other public performances as well. 

KO families will be able to 
host one or two students during 
their visit. While staying with 
host families, the students will 
experience the culture in a way 
they couldn’t by staying at a hotel.  

Mr Mitchell mentioned 
that he wants KO students to 
visit Musikschule Filderstadt 
in 2018. “We are still finalizing 
arrangements.  If we go in 2018, 
it may be a June Term.  Watch for 
more info!” said Mr. Mitchell. 

Overall, Mr. Mitchell is 
extremely excited about their 
visit. “I am concerned about all of 
the planning and housing needed, 
but I have the confidence that all 
will work out beautifully,” he said.

by Ishaa Sohail ’20

‘Girl Boss’is 
a ‘Nasty Gal’ 

German students 
come to KO next fall 

Solomon advises grads 
to care beyond oneself  
Continued from page 1.

“She is a very 
loving and caring 
parent to anyone 
she encounters, 
is a fantastic 
researcher and 
resource provider, 
and is loyal to a 
fault.”

– Mr. Baker

“She is a 
wonderful friend 
to her fellow 
teachers and 
never fails to 
compliment 
people on an 
achievement and 
support them 
when they feel a 
little low.”

– Mr. Kyff

waste a minute of your wonderful 
opportunities at KO . . . Over the 
past four years, I’ve told you, 
when you are making noise in 
the library, to either do some-
thing constructive or go away. 

“So for the final time,” she 
said, “I’m going to say it again 
to you, my seniors, with a slight 
change in the wording. You are 
all leaving us – off to the next 
stage of your lives, on the cusp 
of adulthood, ready to leave KO, 
where we have taught and cared 
about each of you ever since 
you joined our community.”

Mrs. Solomon said that 
her main message to the gradua-
tion class was to be interested in 
the lives of everyday people and 
care about them. “My parents 
measured their own worth by how 

much they cared about others and 
told me to do the same,” she said.

Many faculty members 
and students agreed that Mrs. 
Solomon is both a wonderful 
resource for the KO community 
as well as an amazing friend.

“She has been incredibly 
kind and helpful, not only to 
thousands of students, but also to 
the faculty,” history teacher Rob 
Kyff said. “She is a wonderful 
friend to her fellow teachers and 
never fails to compliment people 
on an achievement and support 
them when they feel a little low.”

Form Three Dean and 
history and performing arts 
teacher David Baker agreed. 

“[Mrs. Solomon] is one of 
the few people on campus that 
works with every single student, 
so she sees students at their best 
and worst.” he said “She is a 
very loving and caring parent 
to anyone she encounters, is a 
fantastic researcher and resource 
provider, and is loyal to a fault.”

Senior Will Gitlin said 
his class chose Mrs. Solomon 
because so many seniors became 
close to her as they worked and 
talked with her in the library. 

“Because we spend so 
much time in the library, we are 
constantly around her and talking 
to her, whether it is about school 
or just our daily lives,” he said.

Senior  Isabel la  Pra t t 
said Mrs.  Solomon was a 
fantastic resource, both while 
writing her senior thesis and 
during everyday conversation. 

“It’s amazing how caring 

she is!” she said. “She has 
listened to me complain about 
boys, helped me find a prom 
dress, and especially helped me 
find everything I needed to make 
my thesis the best it could be!”

Ms. Solomon is currently in 
her 21st year at KO, and spends 
most of her time in the library, 
where she organizes the book 
collection, helps students find 
material for essays and projects, 
including the senior thesis, and 
advises freshmen and sophomores.    

Senior Sasha Bash said 
that she is  very excited to hear 
Mrs. Solomon’s speech. “I know 
that Mrs. Solomon will have 
nothing but the most sincere 
words to say and advice to give.” 

Wage gap is not a lie
this effort was unsuccessful. “Why 
else would employers ask for your 
previous paycheck unless they 
wanted to hire the person being 
paid the least?” Emily Martin, 
general counsel for the National 
Women’s Law Center said. “Too 
often, when women are paid less 
than men, that pay disparity can 
follow them from job to job.” 

Employers should be inter-
ested only in how well the appli-
cant can perform at the job, not 
how little they can pay them. 
Therefore the cycle continues 
of the woman being paid less. 

The author focused on 
the pay gap being a result of 
women’s choosing to work fewer 
hours and stay home to raise a 
family, which many women do. 

But he overlooked the 
fact, as executive director of the 
Connecticut Women’s Educa-
tion and Legal Fund Kate Farrar 
said during an interview with 
me, “Women just one year out of 
college, with the same education 
and geography as men, still make 
less, and there’s no explanation for 
it. It’s just discrimination and bias.” 

Due to social pressure 
and the pre-existing pattern of 

sexism, women have been forced 
to “choose” lower paying jobs or 
work fewer hours. Those so-called 
choices are tied to the gender 
stereotypes that have women 
staying home for their children, 
which forces them to place a high 
priority on flexible work sched-
ules. A 2013 research survey from 
Pew Research Center found that 
“Among working parents of chil-
dren younger than 18, mothers 
in 2013 spent an average of 14.2 
hours per week on housework, 
compared with fathers’ 8.6 hours.” 

Not only is it still somewhat 
socially unacceptable for men to 
stay home, but also, because the 
man is making more money in the 
first place, when the couple decides 
who should stay home with the 
newborn, simple economics dictate 
that it should be the spouse who 
is earning less. And this person is 
usually the woman, so the vicious 
cycle of women being less able 
to get back into the workforce 
with longer hours and therefore 
continuing to earn less is repeated. 

An opinions piece published 
in the New York Times titled 
“The Gender Pay Gap is Largely 
Because of Motherhood” by Claire 
Cain Miller examines how women 
who don’t even work less once 

they have children are still paid 
less because employers assume 
they will be less committed. “Other 
than women avoiding marriage and 
children,” Miller writes, “changes 
would have to take place in the 
workplaces and public policy that 
applied to both men and women.” 

Therefore, even removing 
child-rearing as the cause of 
women’s making less than their 
male counterparts, other changes 
would still have to be made, such 
as not paying less for women’s 
work, and promoting policies 
that help women succeed in the 
professional workforce. And 
less emphasis should be put 
on working long hours, which 
disadvantages women the most.

The previous article lacked 
accurate information regarding 
the true wage gap that exists 
because, by focusing on the 
roughly equal pay of men and 
women in similar jobs, it over-
looked the larger disparity in 
the median income of men and 
women. The unpleasant truth is 
that, while the income inequality 
between men and women has 
shrunk, it remains persistent. 

The wage gap is a promi-
nent issue not only in our 
economy but also in society. 

Continued from page 6
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Senior Poppy Sheehan 
is this month’s Musician of the 
Month. Poppy is a soprano in 
the co-ed choral group, Outlook, 
as well as the all-girls Upper 
School a cappella group, Oxford-
ians, and has also participated 
in the Middle and Upper School 
concert choirs, the all-girls Upper 
School select ensemble Voce 
Novissima, and the all-girls elite 
Middle School chorus Octopipers. 

In addition to singing in 
a cappella and choral groups, 
Poppy is a veteran in KO’s theater 
program, having performed in the 
winter musicals for all of her four 
years in the Upper School, as well 
as performing in various fall plays 
such as “The Arabian Nights,” 
where she was the narrating queen, 
Scheherezade. Poppy has also 
taken part in various spring one-act 
performances such as a rendi-
tion of Shakespeare’s “Twelfth 
Night” and two musical cabarets.

Throughout her life, Poppy 
has always been exposed to music, 
whether it be through her mother’s 
frequent singing or her father’s 
musical history with the drums.

 “I come from such a musical 
family. My mom has a very nice 
voice and sings constantly,” 
Poppy said. “My dad played 
the drums through high school, 
and he was in a band with his 
brother for a while, but most of 
the musical exposure within my 
family comes from my mom.”

Poppy  exp la in s  t ha t 
even in elementary school, she 
participated in choir and their 
rendition of operas, but she 
didn’t start seriously pursuing 

singing until much later on. 
“I’ve always liked singing, 

but I never did anything official 
with singing until the summer 
before eighth grade, when I decided 
to follow Marcos Carreras’ recom-
mendation and take voice lessons,” 
Poppy said, “It has been almost 

five years now, and I’ve been 
with the same teacher since then.”

During her weekly voice 
lessons, Poppy explains that she 
learns effective vocal warm ups, 
as well as typically working on 
vocal pieces that are designed to 
stretch her range, or those that 
she needs to present for audi-
tions or overall performances. 

“I’m supposed to do vocal 
warm ups daily for about 20 or 

30 minutes before I sing because 
of this nasal condition I have. 
I have to do these warm ups in 
order for my voice to resonate 
properly, especially since I am 
not a natural soprano. I’ve been 
forcing my way into the range.”

Poppy explains that, even 

from different grades, such as 
some of the seniors from last year.”

While it may be surprising 
to some, Poppy’s personal taste 
in music embraces drastically 
different genres. “I listen to a lot 
of feminist punk rock from the 
90s,” she said. “I listen to a lot of 
Sleater-Kitty, some Bikini Kill, 
sometimes Dinosaur Jr., which 
is a part of a completely separate 
genre, but all three of these bands 
fall into the category of alterna-
tive rock music, I also listen to a 
a bunch of Barbara Streisand and 
musical theater songs as well.”

Poppy hopes to continue 
singing in college, even though 
she probably won’t pursue it as her 
main academic focus. “It certainly 
will not be my major, but I will keep 
taking voice lessons in college, as 
the college that I’m going to will 
even count it for credit, which will 
be nice,” Poppy said. “I’d like to 
keep my voice in shape, but I don’t 
think this will be a career for me, 
rather a hobby. There is a chance I 
will do musical theater, but I think 
I’ll more so focus on increasing 
my range and refining my voice.”

Senior Shelby Fairchild, who 
has known Poppy since elemen-
tary school, praises Poppy for 
her determination and diligence. 

“I’ve enjoyed listening to 
Poppy rehearse, whether we’re 
at rehearsal or I’m staying at her 
house,” Shelby said, “Most of the 
time she gets it right, but when she 
doesn’t, she’ll work until she does. 
And then she’ll do it a couple more 
times. That’s what I love most 
about her performance tactics; 
she doesn’t just do things until she 
gets them right. She does them 
until she can’t get them wrong.”

Singer of the month Poppy 
Sheehan: Sweetest Soprano 
by Gabrielle Ruban ’18

though she still has a lot of 
progress left, she hopes she can 
continue to refine her voice so 
she can sing more operatic pieces.

“I really like musical theater, 
but I’d also really like to sing more 
opera,” Poppy said, “While my 
voice isn’t at that stage of devel-
opment yet, I like singing in the 
high soprano range and seeing how 
high my voice will go, as it is kind 
of like a fun challenge for me.”

Poppy explains that she 
has had wonderful experiences 
with all of the four musicals she 
has been a part of, here at KO. 
Being that they are so different, 
it is hard for her to compare 
them, but her role as Johanna in 
“Sweeney Todd: The Demon 
Barber of Fleet Street” stands out 
as one of her favorite experiences.

“I’ve enjoyed all of the 
musicals I’ve been a part of here at 
KO, however I enjoyed ‘Sweeney 
Todd’ a little bit more because I 
was able to be more involved in the 
show with a leading role, and I also 
enjoyed ‘The Drowsy Chaperone,’ 
which was my first theatrical 
performance at the Upper School.” 

While cast as Johanna, 
Poppy explains that she loved 
performing with the movable 
set pieces, as well as the various 
costumes she wore. She adds 
that playing the soprano role of 
Johanna required her to make 
some drastic lifestyle changes.

“Sweeney Todd was very fun 
for me,” Poppy said, “However it 
was also probably my most intense 
singing memory, because for the 
last three weeks before opening 
night, I had cut dairy completely 
out of my diet, which as a vege-
tarian, was very weird for me.”

As much as she loved her 
experience with “Sweeney Todd,” 
her participation in “The Drowsy 
Chaperone” introduced her to one 
of her favorite activities at KO.

“The Drowsy Chaperone 
was a good welcome to KO’s 
theater program; everyone was 
very welcoming my freshman year, 
and the overall theater program 
has allowed me to form some 
really close bonds with people 

Singer Poppy Sheehan smiling. Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18.

Kendrick Lamar’s latest 
album, DAMN., consists of 
numerous songs with topics ranging 
from life in Compton to politics.

This album is best known 
for the hit song HUMBLE.

The song earned a whopping 
181 million views on YouTube.

However, its fame was 
not limited to YouTube; the 
song took the music industry by 
storm and still holds its place as 
the number one song of iTunes.

It embodies all aspects 
of Kendrick Lamar’s style. It is 
controversial but fearlessly rapped. 

The song describes Kend-
rick Lamar’s remarkable ascent 
into fame, while ultimately 
trying to remain connected 
to his roots and be “humble.” 

He starts by describing life in 
poverty: “I remember syrup sand-
wiches and crime allowances.”

Then, he shifts toward-
shis recent success from an 

unlikely rise to stardom: “but 
now I’m countin’ this Parmesan 
where my accountant lives.”

Parmesan can be used as 
slang for either cocaine or money, 
thus suggesting his great wealth. 

Furthermore, HUMBLE. 
has been so highly acclaimed 
for the stunning music video 
– Yet another example for 
his flare for the extravagent.

Like many of Lamar’s  
other videos, this selection 
consists of various frames and 
shots from a variety of places.

T h e  s h o t s ’ m e a n i n g 
have been debated by viewers. 

Some argue that the shots are 
read into too deeply were simply 
chosen for their visual appeal

Some controversial images 
include religious and racial refer-
ences. Others include Kendrick 
and his friends replicating the 
scene of The Last Supper, Kend-
rick dressed as the Pope, and 
Kendrick surrounded by African 
Americans with their heads 

wrapped in ropes that are on fire.
However, some images 

s e e m  t o  a p p e a r  s i m p l y 
f o r  t h e i r  v i s u a l  a p p e a l .

For instance there is a 
quick series that shows Lamar 
driving golf balls off the roof 
of a car. While this shot may 
be unrelated, it adds a certain 
visual effect to the video that 
ultimately enhances the quality.  

Many of the shots also-
coincide with the lyrics. For 
example, when Kendrick Lamar 
states that he is “countin’ this 
Parmesan where my accoun-
tant lives” he is lying on a table 
surrounded by women and money. 

Another example is when 
Kendrick states that he is “sick 
and tired of the Photoshop,” 
touching upon the societal conven-
tions for women. At the time of 
this line, the video shows a girl 
half in makeup and half without. 

Overall  the song and 
video represents Kendrick’s 
style: shamelessly controversial.

DAMN gains popularity from 
fans, but Lamar remains Humble 
by Olivia Rossi ’18

Hottest Songs 
of the Week

1. HUMBLE. by Kendrick Lamar
2. I’m the One (feat. Justin Bieber) by DJ Khaled
3. Body Like a Backroad by Sam Hunt
4. Despacito (feat. Justin Bieber) by Luis Fonsi and  
    Daddy Yankee
5. Mask Off by Future
6. DNA. by Kendrick Lamar
7. LOVE. by Kendrick Lamar
8. Congratulations (feat. Quavo) by Post Malone
9. That’s What I Like by Bruno Mars 
10. Location by Khalid
11. 8TEEN by Khalid
12. iSpy (feat. Lil Yatchy) by KYLE 
13. Goosebumps (feat. Kendrick Lamar) by Travis  
      Scott 
14. T-Shirt by Migos 
15. Malibu by Miley Cyrus 
16. Slide (feat. Frank Ocean & Migos) by Calvin     
      Harris
17. Swang by Rae Sremmurd
18. Shape of You by Ed Sheeran
19. Fake Love by Drake 
20. Stay by Zedd and Alessia Cara



by Luv Kataria ’20 

AP Art History and AP 
Music Theory, which have not been 
taught at KO for several years,  
have been brought and will be 
offered next year. Art History will 
be open for Forms 5-6 and music 
theory will be open to Forms 4-6. 

AP Art History will be taught 
by creative arts teacher Jacquelyn 
Gleisner, a new teacher here at KO. 

The yearlong class will 

“I wanted to teach 
AP Art History. I 
knew that it had 
been offered in the 
past, and I asked 
about the possi-
bility of adding 
it back into the 
curriculum, 
because it is that 
important.”

– Ms. Gleisner 

look at art from the past to the 
present and explore art in a 
diverse range of cultures. It will be 
looking at and discussing artistic 
multiple techniques that were 
used and how they are present. 

Ms. Gleisner said she 
believes it is important for 
people  to  unders tand the 
importance of art in society.

“I wanted to teach AP Art 

AP Art History teacher Jacqielyn 
Gleisner. Photo by Elizabeth Taylor.

AP Music Theory teacher Wayne 
Pierce. Photo by Elizabeth Taylor. 

KO to offer AP courses in art 
history, music theory once again

“It really [goes] 
into the use of 
music mate-
rial, vocabulary, 
scales, chords, 
analyzing music, 
listening, sight 
singing, studying 
work recorded 
pieces of 400 
years worth of 
music.”

– Wayne Pierce 

Musicians premiere Recital Night 
KO hosted its first ever 

Recital Night on Friday, May 12, 
in Alumni Hall. This was an oppor-
tunity for students who wanted to 
share their musical talents, espe-
cially those who haven’t been able 
to this year because they aren’t 
part of a music program at KO. 

Creative Arts Department 
Chair Todd Millen said that he 
occasionally got emails from 
parents asking what opportuni-
ties there are for their children 
to perform. “I hear phenomenal 
piano playing that people play 
during their free periods, so I 
asked the school if they wanted 
to participate and a lot of  people 
wanted to perform,” he said. “I 
was really glad to have them all 
have their space and platform.”

T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y 

performances  by s tudents 
f rom a  var ie ty  of  forms. 

Sophomore Calvin Beck 
performed  “Brouwer IX” by 
Leo Brower, senior Grace Amell 
performed “Scherzo No. 2 in 
Bb Minor, Op. 31” by Fred-
eric Chopin, and senior Ryan 
Clifford performed “Master 

by Luv Kataria ’20

Junior flautist Alicia Henry amd freshman flautist Matthew Marottolo perform 
a piece during Recital Night.  Photo by Nat Bates ’18

of Puppets/One” by Metallica. 
Furthermore, senior Noah 

Hawks-Ladds performed the 
Adagio Sostenuto from “Piano 
Sonata No. 14, Op. 27, No. 
2” by Ludwig van Beethoven.

F r e s h m e n  M a r w y n n 

Somridhivej performed  “Scherzo 
No. 1 in B Minor, Op. 20” by 
Frederic Chopin, and junior 
David Marottolo performed  
“The Alcotts” from “Piano 
Sonata No. 2” by Charles Ives. 

Sophomore Benjamin Small 
performed the Grave portion of 
“Piano Sonata NO. 8, Op. 13, No. 

8” by Ludwig van Beethoven. 
G r o u p  p e r f o r m a n c e s 

included junior Alicia Henry, 
freshmen Matthew Marottolo, 
and sophomore Isa Raymond 
performing the first move-
ment from “Flute Trio in F 

“I think that it’s 
another oppor-
tunity for me 
to work on my 
skills as a pianist 
and get more 
performing expe-
rience.”

– Marwynn 
Somridhivej 

Major” by Francoise Devieene.
Moreover, juniors James 

Bayer and Surya Ram, and 
Noah performed the rondeaux 
from “Trio KV 498” by Wolf-
g a n g  A m a d e u s  M o z a r t . 

Seniors Connor O’Loughlin, 
Noah and Alec Rossi, Grace, and 
junior Nat Bates also performed 
the “Animal Ditties VII” by 

Anthony Plog, from which they 
played the Duck, Cow, Rhinoc-
eros, Camel, Squad, and Cuckoo. 

Benjamin said he appreci-
ated the opportunity to perform 
and display his talent in front of 
an audience. “I have been playing 
piano in recitals for nine years, 

“It is great to see 
a lot of KO talent 
showcased in a 
relaxed perfor-
mance setting.”

 – Mr. Millen 

so it is pretty routine for me to 
perform in front of people in a 
formal setting,” he said.  “Never-
theless, it’s still nervousness-
inducing to perform. As such, it 
was a valuable experience for me.”

Marwynn also said he appre-
ciated the opportunity and has 
been playing the piano since he 
was four. “I think that it’s another 
opportunity for me to work on my 
skills as a pianist and get more 
performing experience,” he said, 
“If you perform at this level, you 
have to have some kind of love for 
performing, which I think I do.” 

Matthew said, “It was great 
to see a lot of KO talent showcased 
in a relaxed performance setting.” 

Mr. Millen echoed the 
students’ opinions. “It is great 
to see a lot of KO talent show-
cased in a relaxed performance 
set t ing,” said Mr.  Millen. 

He said he really enjoyed 
the  n igh t ,  say ing  tha t  i t 
surpassed all his expectations 
and everyone played beautifully. 

“It was fantastic, I was 
blown away by the talent at KO 
and was so glad that people 
go to hear,” he said, “We had 
everything from Beethoven to 
Metallica. It was awesome.”  

Mr. Millen is even thinking 
about having a recital night twice 
a year. In addition, he thinks he 
might  also involve the middle 
school in future recital nights. 

but it should still be fun,” she said. 
Dr. Pierce said that he wants 

music theory to become integrated 
into the curriculum. “I’d like to see 
it continued, to be a regular part of 
the curriculum,” he said. “I think 
it elevates the musical offerings 
of the school and gives students 
a chance to study things outside 
of music that they don’t get to do 
outside of their performing group.”

History because I knew that it had 
been offered in the past, and I asked 
about the possibility of adding it 
back into the curriculum, because 
it is that important,” she said. 

Ms. Gleisner majored in 
studio art and minored in art 
history at Boston University. Then 
she went to graduate school for 

painting. “I knew I wanted to be an 
artist since I was a child,” she said. 

She also writes about 
contemporary art and has inter-
viewed artists, such as Mohammad 
Hafez.  “[I] am a practicing artist 
and I make art outside of my job 
here and I have a show coming up in 
June in New Hampshire,” she said. 

Ms. Gleisner enjoys art 
history and goes to galleries and 
museums. “I love teaching students 
how to make art, how to talk about 
art, and even art history,” she said. 

AP Music Theory will be 
taught by creative arts teacher 
Wayne Pierce, who has taught 
music for 40 years at KO. 

Junior Apara Kashyap 
provided the impetus when 
she told Dr. Pierce that several 
students wanted it to be a class, 
so Dr. Pierce made it happen. “I 
had to find students who were 
interested, which was not that 
difficult,” she said. “However, 
I also had to find people who 
could fit the class into their 
schedule, which was much harder.” 

This class will help students 
understand and analyze music 
better. “It really [goes] into the 
use of music material, vocabulary, 
scales, chords, analyzing music, 
listening, sight singing, studying 
work recorded pieces of 400 
years worth of music,” he said.

Students will be able to 
recognize and describe the aspects 
and processes of music. “The goal is 
an appreciation and understanding 
of all the materials that go into 
making music,” said Dr. Pierce. 

 Apara has been playing 
piano for a while and has been 
part of the chorus all the years she 
has been here. “Music has always 
been a huge part of my life,” she 

said. “I’ve always been really 
fascinated with music theory, and 
I would love to learn more about 
how music works. I think that it 
will be difficult especially because 
a large part of music theory is 
aural, or ear based. This has 
always been challenging for me 
(and most other people I know), 
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To  those students who have 
known him since their Upper 
Prep days, Andy Carr is a classic 
member of the Middle School 
faculty. Calm, steady, and kind, he 
has been a consistent guiding force 
to students and teachers alike. 

After his nine years at the 
school, though, Mr. Carr said it 
is time for him to switch things 
up. “I think I was looking for a 
new location more than looking 
for a new school,” he said, “and 
because of my experience at KO 
and enjoying my time here I have 
found a school that’s somewhat 
similar in a new place. I’m excited 
for the challenge of starting new 
and building new relationships.” 

Mr. Carr added that he has 
truly loved working at KO, and 
has had a lot of fun along the way. 

Part of the reason Mr. Carr 
has played such a big role in the 
Middle School is that he has taken 
on a many positions. Throughout 
his time at KO, he has taught 
Upper Prep, seventh, and eighth 
grade history classes, coached girls 
varsity and JV squash as well as 
varsity and Middle School baseball, 
helped lead Upper School Mock 
Trial, and served as the Upper Prep 
Form Dean, as well as the Middle 
School History Department Chair. 

Even with his many posi-
tions and titles, Mr. Carr said 

some of his favorite memories of 
his time at KO have been outside 
of the classroom and even the 
school itself. He said he particu-
larly loved his time in Tobati, 
as well as the opportunity to 

lead a June-term trip to Belize. 
In fact, Mr. Carr’s very 

first experience with KO was far 
removed from the typical class-
room environment. “My first thing 
that I did with students was I went 
to Winona on the eighth-grade trip 
to start the school year,” he said. 
“That was quite the way to start 
at a new school. I realized pretty 
quickly that there are some genu-
inely very nice kids here, who were 

super welcoming and friendly.” 
Mr. Carr ’s other main 

endeavor outside of the classroom 
has been coaching the girls varsity 
squash team. In nine years, he was 
able to completely turn the program 

Lectures. Quizzes. Tests. 
Lectures. Quizzes. Tests. For most 
kids, the cycle keeps repeating. 
Sometimes, school can feel too 
much like a black-and-white 
grind where the main focus is 
just getting a good grade on 
the next test, and then getting a 
good grade on the test after that.

However, teachers are 
always trying new things in the 
classroom to help students learn 
better, make class engaging, 
and spark a passion for learning.

Math teacher Chris Vicevich 
is one of those teachers who 

Mr. Vicevich said he hopes to 
“try to create an environment 
where wondering about math is 
normal and kids learn to think 
like mathematicians,” he said.

Mr. Vicevich said that 
what he does in the class-
room is different every day, 
depending on the student’s mood.

In geometry, the homework 
and classroom activities are both 
different from what you might 
find in a “normal” math class.

“Sometimes the students 
will be assigned problems the 
night before that they just need 
to create strategies to solve,” 
said Mr.  Vicevich.  “They 
don’t need to solve them.” 

Other times, the class might 
do what he calls a boardwalk: 
students will break off into groups 
and work on a problem on a white-
board. Then, one person from the 
group stays at the whiteboard 
while the other students circulate 
around the other whiteboards to do 
work on those problems. Together, 
the class finds solutions to diffi-
cult problems entirely on its own.

Another activity a geometry 
class will often do is split off into 
groups, work on difficult problems 
on a whiteboard, create a picture 
and figure out what’s happening, 
and then pause so the entire class 
can have a “board meeting” to 
figure out what they need to do.

In his precalculus class, 
Mr. Vicevich likes to do an 
activity called “speed dating.” 
The class splits off into pairs to 
work on different problems. The 

pair will work for two minutes, 
at which point one person in the 
pair will circulate to someone 
else and pick up their problem 
in the middle and work on that.

Mr. Vicevich said that the 
activity teaches kids how to analyze 
mistakes and build off another 
person’s work without talking to 

them.“That’s a pretty good skill 
to have, but tricky to develop 
in school,” said Mr. Vicevich.

One of Mr. Vicevich’s 
favorite activities is the “three-
act.” Split into three acts, this 
activity forces students to create 
their own problems based on a 
real-life situation and solve it.

In one example, students 
were shown a video of a man 

around, leading this year’s team to a 
winning season and their best New 
Englands finish in team history. 

Senior Co-captain Julia 
Goldsmith said that Mr. Carr has 
significantly helped the team as a 
whole, as well as in terms of indi-
vidual improvement. “I think that 
he really has confidence in all of his 
players,” she said, “and that helps 
them to achieve the goals he sets. 
He’s really clear about what he 

wants, and he’s constantly pushing 
you to make yourself better.” 

Senior Co-captain Faith 
Pease said that Mr. Carr was able 
to significantly help her mental 
game as well. “When I was newer 
to squash,” she said, “all season I 
had been winning, and then I came 
to New England’s and I was not 
doing as well as I thought. He told 
me that sometimes people are their 
own worst enemies, and he taught 
me to embrace the competition and 
learn from it. I think he helped me 
find that balance between wanting 
to win and being kind to myself.” 

Faith, who works with Mr. 
Carr and his Upper Prep advisee 
group as their Senior Advisor, also 
said she respects and appreciates 
Mr. Carr’s friendly demeanor. 

“He has this good energy 
where he’s OK with teasing 
you,” she said, “and it’s just very 
good camaraderie.” Speaking 
of camaraderie, students are 
not the only ones who love 
to joke around with Mr. Carr. 

English teacher  Kyle 
Chapman said that some of his 
favorite memories with Mr. Carr 
involve the time the two of them 
teamed up to design the Upper Prep 
geography curriculum. “Where in 
the World is Travis Rains?” – an 
interactive student scavenger hunt 
born from Mr. Chapman and Mr. 
Carr’s deep desires to educate 
students as well as torment their 

by Emma Smith ’18

Mr. Carr drives into the future

Mr. Carr flashes a smile for the camera. Photo by Nat Bates ’18.

making a copy of a dollar bill at 
75 percent size, then making a 
copy of the copy at 75 percent 
size, and it kept going. Then 
the video ends. Students had to 
figure out that the dollar bill kept 
getting smaller but would never 
reach a size of zero, and thus the 
problem was to figure out and 

solve a function with an asymptote.
Mr. Vicevich also likes to use 

Desmos, a website where students 
can learn about graphs by creating 
functions to be put on a graph to 
solve a problem. For example, a 
marble might be dropped from 
the top of the screen, and the lines 
of the functions have to guide the 
ball to a certain point. It’s hard 
to understand unless you’ve seen 

“I know teachers 
say consistency is 
key, but I person-
ally like things to 
be different, new, 
and fresh.”

– Mr. Vicevich

constantly innovates and makes 
the classroom an exciting place 
with his unique style of teaching.

Mr. Vicevich says his 
classes focus on student-to-
student dialogue; students work 
together to figure out and solve 
problems in an array of activities. 

Less of an emphasis is put on 
straight-up lecturing, and instead, 

it, but the website does a really 
good job of forcing students 
to think outside the box while 
learning about graphs of functions.

Mr. Vicevich’s assess-
ments are also quite different 
from a normal classroom; he 
uses standards-based grading. In 
each unit, there are three quizzes,  
which are graded based on a list 
of objectives that the students 
have to meet to demonstrate their 
understanding of the material.

The three quizzes are then 
averaged for a final grade. Mr. 
Vicevich said he believes that 
tests are often a snapshot of a 
student’s knowledge at one time, 
but they don’t allow a student 
to show their full knowledge.

W h a t  d o e s  i t  t a k e 
to  make h is  c lass  work?

“It depends on the student 
setting their ego aside,” said 
Mr. Vicevich, “If someone is 
guarding, it ruins the entire class 
structure. If you have a handful 
of students who do that, you’ll 
never have a class discussion.”

Mr. Vicevich said his class 
can challenge some kids because 
he doesn’t directly teach them 
every single thing, and many kids 
don’t like to be in the “stuck space.”

In a place where work 
can become tiring and mundane 
at times, Mr. Vicevich works 
really hard to help students 
learn in a fun environment.

“I know teachers say consis-
tency is key,” Mr. Vicevich said, 
“but I personally like things to 
be different, new, and fresh.”

by Neil Hemnani ’18

Mr. Vicevich smiles at  the thought of all the quizzes he has to grade. Photo 
by Angie DeLucia ’18.

Vicevich innovates in the classroom

colleague – was a huge success. 
On a more serious note, 

Middle School teachers said 
they truly appreciate the contri-
butions that Mr. Carr has 
made to the entire community. 

Science teacher Judy Bailey 
praised Mr. Carr’s genuine friend-
liness and hard work. “He’s a great 
colleague to work with, and he’s a 
real team player. He’s a good leader 
because he trusts the people he 
works with. He’s not overbearing, 
but his door is always open if 
someone needs to talk to him.” 

Mrs.  Bai ley and Mr. 
Chapman both said that some of 
Mr. Carr’s most important contri-
butions to the Middle School as a 
whole have been redesigning the 
Passport to Our World Project and 
Middle School Model UN, giving 
Upper Prep students more mean-
ingful and educational projects 
to wrap up their first year at KO. 

Students and faculty all 
expressed strongly that they will 
very much miss having Mr. Carr 
as a part of the KO community, 
and said they hope that he will 
come back to visit frequently.

When asked what he would 
most like Mr. Carr to remember 
going forward, Mr. Chapman 
offered a wise piece of advice. 
“Just remember that it always 
began for him on the Boulevard,” 
Mr. Chapman said. “He should 
always remember his roots.” 
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Soon the halls will be just 
a little less lively as the insis-
tent voice calling on students, 
all in metaphor, to improve 
their flexibility or empathy or 
one of the other 12 learning 
attributes, leaves KO for good. 

This, of course, would 
be the voice of English teacher 
Asha Appel  who wi l l  be 
leaving KO after 12 years.

As an English teacher, Asha 
has not only taught her students 
how to write and analyze texts, 
but how to truly engage with 
stories and apply them to life, all 
while having fun and offering an 
inspirational quote and a smile. 

Or, as senior Meghan Dalton 
puts it, “Asha not only helped shape 
my writing, but also taught me 
what it means to read. It’s not just 
the words on the paper that matter. 
It’s how they’re put together and 
how they connect to your own life.”

However, Asha’s impact is 
not restricted to English classes 
as her influence is felt across 
and outside of all subjects. 

As the advisor for Epic, 
she helped to create coffee-
house, the “talent show” of KO 
where kids can sing, read some-
thing they wrote, and just get 
up and share whatever they’re 
proud of to the whole school. 

“The students  are so 
good to each other,” Asha said, 
“Being at coffeehouse reminds 
me of how great teenagers are 
and I’m really proud that I’ve 
given them a place to be that.” 

As Director of Teaching and 
Learning, a position which did not 
exist before Asha arrived at KO, she 
helps to improve the way teachers 
educate whether in the math class-
room or the Spanish classroom.

Although Asha may cite 

You can catch her teaching 
algebra and geometry in CT. 
If she’s not there, then check 
the robotics room in the base-
ment of Roberts. If school is in 
session, you can usually find 
her in one of these two places.

After having taught math 
and coached robotics at KO 
for nine years, Upper School 
math teacher and robotics 
coach Donna Balcezak will be 
leaving at the end of this year.

“The reason I’m leaving is 
that my husband has been working 
and living in Rhode Island for two 
years and I only see him on the 
weekends,” Mrs. Balcezak said. 
“Now that both [of our] kids will 
be in college, we thought it would 
be a good idea to live together 
again. That’s my only motiva-
tion: not that I want to leave, but 
that I want to go live with him.”

Mrs. Balcezak started 
teaching 11 years ago after a 
successful career as a chem-
ical engineer at Loctite for 15 
years and the owner of a go-kart 

racing track for five years.
With success in engi-

neering and business, what led 
Mrs. Balcezak to teaching?

“I had had a lot of success 
in my career,” Mrs. Balcezak said. 

“I felt that I wanted to go back and 
give back to the community and 
inspire students to want to do math 
and pursue careers in engineering.”

After teaching at Avon 
Old Farms and Westmin-

ster School for two years, 
Mrs. Balcezak came to KO.

Mrs. Balcezak’s transi-
tion to KO was super smooth as 
she taught two classes part-time, 
giving her time to learn about the 
systems and people on campus. She 
quickly realized that she wanted 
to stay at KO for a long time.

 “In my first class, I had four 
students in a geometry class, and 
they really struggled with math,” 
she said. “The five of us worked 
so hard and had so much fun, and 
they had so much success and it 
made me know I was in the right 
place. It made me know that this 
is what I wanna do, I love this.’”

Besides teaching math, 
M r s .  B a l c e z a k  a l s o  f e l l 
into robotics immediately.

“[Math teacher] David 
Mellen had started the team, and 
it consisted of just five or six 
kids,” she said. “He was hosting 
the Connecticut State Champion-
ship and asked me to help him with 
it, and I got sucked in and fell in 
love with it. I absolutely loved it.”

Mrs. Balcezak said that 
initially it was hard to find her 

role as a coach on the team.
“The biggest difficulty 

I had was understanding that 
I didn’t need to know every-
thing,” Mrs. Balcezak said. “The 
kids were so motivated and 
smart and self-learners that they 
[only] needed direction from me. 
That was kind of hard for me.”

Mrs. Balcezak said that 
growing the robotics team and 
guiding it to a Connecticut State 
Championship stand out as 
highlights from her time here.

“From the academic side, I 
think I’ve changed a lot of kids’ 
opinion about math and I’ve helped 
a lot of students who thought they 
couldn’t do math realize that they 
can do math,” Mrs. Balcezack 
said. “When students get it and 
you visually see the light bulb 
go off in someone’s head, you’re 
like, ‘I did a good job and they got 
it!’ That has happened so many 
times and it feels wonderful.”

S o  w h a t  c a n  M r s . 
Balcezak take away from 
her time at KO? Community.

“Before I  came here, 
community, to me, was just 

Balcezak leaves her mark at KO
another buzzword, but this place 
really embodies it.,” she said. 
“The best example I have of that 
was when I had cancer three 
years ago. Teachers gladly took 
over my classes and advisee 
groups. Students and their parents 
were incredibly supportive.”

Mrs. Balcezak credits the 
KO community with getting her 
through her battle with cancer.

Mrs. Balcezak said she’s 
also very thankful to Spanish 
teacher Brenda Semmelrock for 
her instrumental role in helping 
the robotics team get up on its feet.

Now that she’s headed to 
R.I., Mrs. Balcezak said that she’s 
still deciding what she wants to 
do there. She said that teaching 
is an option, but so is tutoring, 
engineering, running a business, 
or doing something entirely new. 

 All in all, Mrs. Balcezak has 
loved her time at KO, and while she 
is excited for this new chapter of her 
life, she will miss the community 
she has spent so much time with.

“Thank you for a great 
nine years,” Mrs. Balcezak 
said, “and I will miss you all.”

Mrs. Balcezak shows off a smile. 
Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18.

these as her greatest accom-
plishments, perhaps her most 
impor tant  achievement  i s 
simply the caring atmosphere 
she helped to create at KO. 

“Asha has been a great 
advisor for the past two years,” 
said sophomore Ananya Alleyne. 
“My friends and I spend a 
lot of time hanging out in her 
room, which she has made 
feel like a second home to us.”

Of course, she said is 
sad to leave this home she has 
created for herself and for others 
as she leaves her colleagues 
and  her  s tudents  behind . 

“I’ve intentionally tried 
to avoid sentimentality… At the 
choir concert a couple weeks 
ago Crimson 7 came on and Matt 
Marottolo was doing his solo of 
‘Stand by Me,’ which is a song I 
love for all different reasons – I 
love the movie, Matt grew up 
with my kids and he was a little 
boy and so were my sons – and I 
just lost it,” Asha said, “I was ready 
to sob. Tears, uncontrollable.” 

From her earlier days in the 
Middle School to a graduating 
senior, Isabel Kaufman has always 
been a trend setter. Her style over 
time has certainly changed, but 
she  has never been afraid to wear 
something outside of the box.

“I would say that two words 
that commonly describe my 
fashion taste are unique and bold,” 
Isabel said. “This is because I find 
taking risks important and inspire 
other people to do so as well.” 

Isabel commonly shops 
at local stores in the Westfarms 
Mall such as Urban Outfitters, 
Free People, PacSun, and Nord-
stroms. Outside of the mall, Isabel 
enjoys Brandy Melville and 
online stores like Tobi and Lulu’s. 

A big component of her 
outfits are her shoes. Isabel’s 
favorite shoe company is Steve 
Madden, because she claims that 
it is the most up-to-date, stylish, 
and has the best selection of 
different shoes. Some specific 
Steve Madden styles are boots, 
sandals, fancy sneakers, as well 
as shoes with big pom-poms. 

by Neil Hemnani ’18

With her  fashionable 
sneakers, Isabel always makes sure 
to have on different and cool socks 
to show at the top of her shoes.

“ M y  s p a r k l e  s o c k s , 
french fry socks, as well as my 
pom-pom socks,” Isabel said, 
“always get lots of compliments.”

Aside from clothing and 
shoes, Isabel said she loves 
to accessorize with jewelry. 

“On a daily basis I make 
sure to add the perfect jewelry to 
go with my outfit,” Isabel said. “I 
always wear rings, a set of tighter 
necklaces from Brandy Melville, 
an apple watch, and occasionally 
earrings for fancier events. I find 
that these accessories complete the 
outfit and bring out a unique factor.”

Isabel’s common, comfy, 
and stylish outfits for school 
or fun events are based around 
denim. She is a big fan of bigger 
jean jackets, as well as jean skirts, 
and jean overalls. This look 
puts some color and style into 
her daily outfit as a trendsetter.

With her passion for fashion, 
Isabel is more than willing to share 
her wisdom and give fashion tips. 

“Never wear red and pink 
together, don’t wear too much of 
black or one certain color, and 
try to not mix different patterns 
together in one daily outfit,” 
Isabel said. “Most people say 
not to wear black and navy blue 
together, but honestly I love the 
combination. With my outfits 
that contain navy blue and black 
I often wear glasses to block out 
the haters, and represent my own 
opinions without negative ones.” 

After all seven years at King-
swood Oxford, Isabel has shown 
the school a new, daring, and 
unique style to get the rest of her 
peers out of their comfort zone and 
into some new fashionable clothes.

But for everything that is 
sad, there is something joyful and 
for Asha, that is all that is to come.

Over the summer, she will be 
moving to Portland, Oregon where 
she will take up a new position 
(one already in existence this time) 
as the Head of the Upper School 
at the Oregon Episcopal School. 

Although she said she’s 
scared about what’s to come, she 
said she couldn’t be more excited 
to start off on the new adven-
ture and the opportunity for her 
and her kids to experience a new 
culture, evolve, and, like a true 
educator, learn something new.

As she ventures on to this 
new part of her life to keep discov-
ering something new, she said 
there is one old thing she’s certain 
to hold onto and something she 
hopes others will as well, a quote 
from J.D Salinger’s Catcher in 
the Rye: “Education is a beau-
tiful, reciprocal arrangement.”

Asha  wi l l  be  dear ly 
missed because her presence has 
been so vital on this campus. 

Ms. Appel poses for a portrait. Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18.

by Vivian Goldstein ’17

Appel leaves for Oregon
by Sophia Kaufman ’20

Fashionista of the Month: 
senior Isabel Kaufman

Isabel strikes a pose for the camera. 
Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18.
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On Sunday, April 23, KO 
sent 14 students and five faculty 
members to participate in the 
2017 Student Diversity Leader-
ship Conference, sponsored by the 
Connecticut Association of Inde-
pendence School’s Commission on 
Diversity in Independent Schools. 

Hosted at The Loomis 
Chaffee School, this year’s 
conference was titled, “Change 
Matters: You Matter,” and took 
place from 9 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.

Aside from KO and Loomis 
Chaffee, this conference included 
participants from all over the state, 
such as Miss Porter’s School, 
Hopkins School, St Luke’s 
School, Pomfret School, and 
Marianapolis Preparatory School.

Director of Diversity, Inclu-
sion, and Cultural Competency 
Joan Edwards explains that the 
commission, founded in 2003,  
gained inspiration for this state-
wide conference from the annual 
national diversity and leadership 
conferences held by the National 
Association of Independent School. 

Like with the NAIS SDLC, 
the CAIS SDLC has a similar aim 
for its participants.“The aim of 
this conference,” Mrs. Edwards 
said, “is to allow students from 
grades seven to 12, to be inspired 
by a keynote speaker, to get 
some practical workshop and 
activity experience with students 

from other Connecticut indepen-
dent schools, and to then come 
back to their schools and be 
leaders in equity and inclusion.”

By modeling the program 
design on the NAIS SDLC, the 
CAIS SDLC allows not only 
younger students to participate, 
but makes the overall experi-
ence more accessible to more 
students, because traveling 
expenses and other circumstances 
aren’t as much of an obstacle.

Since 2006, KO has sent 
students to both the statewide and 
national Student Diversity Lead-
ership conferences, even hosting 
independent school for the CAIS 
Commission on Diversity in Inde-
pendent Schools SDLC in 2015. 

This conference’s opening 
ceremony consisted of a variety 
of Loomis Chaffee student 
performances, as well as the 
address of this year’s keynote 
speaker, Dr. Howard Stevenson.

Dr.  Stevenson is  the 
Constance Clayton Professor of 
Urban Education, Professor of 
Africana Studies, and former Chair 
of the Applied Psychology and 
Human Development Division in 
the Graduate School of Education 
at the University of Pennsylvania. 

As described by Mrs. 
Edwards ,  Dr.  Stevenson’s 
speech successfully addressed 
how ignoring the existence of 
racism and overall racial differ-
ence only further inhibits soci-

eties from progressing forward. 
Mrs. Edwards also adds 

that his dynamic and person-
able keynote address seemed to 
effectively impact the wide span 
of age groups in the audience.

“I really enjoyed Howard 
Stevenson because I valued his 
experience, his expertise, and his 
perspective of looking at racism as a 
stress-based health issue,” she said. 

Mrs. Edwards adds that 
Dr. Stevenson’s  description of 
racism as “an elephant in the 
room” was impactful and effective.

“He gave a good meta-
phor for expressing how racial 
stress happens, specifically as 
the elephant in the room,” Mrs. 
Edwards said, “For instance, 
if there was something in the 
room, but we weren’t looking 
at it or talking about it, it still 
is distracting, because we end 
up spending psychic energy on 
thinking why the others in the 
room aren’t acknowledging it 
or what it is and what it means.”

Co-chair and long-time 
member of United Students senior 
Ambika Natarajan, agreed with 
Mrs. Edwards and added that Dr. 
Stevenson’s frank and progressive 
approach to the topic of addressing 
racism was really eye-opening. 

“I thought his views on 
racism were very interesting 
because he talked about  how 
we should address the fear 
of the unknown,” she said, 

Rather than calling someone 
racist and having to deal with 
the wall of defensiveness that 
results from such accusations.”

After the opening ceremony 
and the keynote address, the rest of 
the day was filled with facilitated 
workshops. Being that this confer-
ence had participants from both 
middle schools and high schools, as 
well as faculty and postgraduates, 
the participants were divided into 
sessions based on their age group. 

There was the Middle 
School Session, the 101 Session 
for high school students who 
were participating in SDLC for 
the first time, the 201 Session for 
returning high school participants, 
the Senior Session for seniors in 
high school only, and the Adult 
Session, which as the title suggests, 
was for the participating adults. 

In these sessions, the 
topics of discourse varied. 
Ambika explained that the senior 
seminar differed greatly from 
her various experiences with 
state-wide and national SDLC.

“My experience this year 
was different because I attended 
the senior seminar,” Ambika 
said. “This session was essen-
tially just about acknowledging 
that seniors are done with high 
school and are ready to move on 
to the next phase of their lives.”

Ambika explained that the 
senior seminar was very different 
from the other sessions because of 

Wyverns take on brave conversations
by Gabrielle Ruban ’18

As the spring season 
comes to an end, many KO 
teams show spirit and unity. 

Team building through spirit 
days, team dinners, and breakfasts 
have been a mainstay of KO sports. 
Some final get togethers allowed 
for teams to wrap up their season 
successes and thank their coaches.  

“Our trip to Florida was 
a good way to start, allowing 
for returning members and new 
members to bond with each 
other,” said Head Coach of Girls 
Varsity Lacrosse, Tim Allerton.

In addition to their trip 
to Florida, the girls lacrosse 
team captains helped build 
team spirit through Monday 
dress up days including ’Merica 
Monday and White Out Monday. 

“The captains have really 
helped the team in realizing 
when things need to be tweaked 
and the general feeling of the 
team. This helped keep everyone 
on track to have a winning 
season,” said Coach Allerton. 

The KO track and field 
team also expressed team spirit 
and celebrated in their successes. 
Head Coach of Girls Track and 
Field Tricia Watson expressed 
her pride in her team’s hard work 
and  determination to surpass the 
team’s previous year’s scores. 

It was the team’s posi-

tive attitude and spirit that 
he lped achieve  th is  fea t .

“We are a small school, 
walking on to a big and competi-
tive field. We strive to stay together 
as one with our 56 athletes,” 
said Coach Watson, “We wear 
our Kingswood Oxford jackets 
with pride and remain strong 
and spirited for the meets.”  

A l a r g e  t r a c k  a n d 
field team managed to end 
their season with a banquet. 

T h e  n i g h t  a f f o r d e d 
many coaches the opportu-
nity to acknowledge runners 
and discuss their successes. 

KO students enjoy this 
high spir i t  and encourage 
other athletes to be their best. 

“The softball team has 
made me feel welcome and been 
like a family to me throughout 
this season. As a freshman it 
can be intimidating, but the high 
spirit and enthusiasm have made 
the spring season a pleasure.” 
said freshman Skylar Kubas. 

Keeping with the spirit, 
KO softball, baseball, and tennis 
all partake in team festivi-
ties to build a strong sense of 
community. Coaches, captains, 
and team members helped to 
make their season a success. 

The strong spiri t  KO 
teams continue to promote will 
surely secure winning seasons 
this year and for years to come!

Go Wyverns! KO’s 
take on team spirit

While many students believe 
a trip to the Caribbean would entail 
sunny, white beaches and relax-
ation, junior Gabrielle Ruban took 
a week off of school to help save 
lives in the Dominican Republic.

From Saturday, May 6, to 
Friday, May 12, Gabrielle traveled 
south to La Romana, Dominican 
Republic, with a medical volun-
teer group that consisted of Saint 
Francis Hospital and Medical 
Center healthcare professionals. 
With the team situated in Hart-
ford, Conn., their mission trip was 
organized by The Praying Pelican, 
which is known for their short-
term international mission trips.

Gabrielle said she had an 
amazing experience and is looking 
to go back. “I’ve always loved 
community service and acting for 
the greater good,” said Gabrielle, 
“This was a great opportunity for 
me to not only give back to the 
world for all of my blessings, but 
to also be exposed to a different 
culture and environment.”

The  vo lun teer  g roup 
consisted of over 40 medical 
professionals, including several 
surgeons, anesthesiologists, certi-
fied registered nurse anesthetists, 
surgical techs, physician assistants, 
as well as two current medical 
students and two college students. 

Gabrielle was the only minor 

on the trip, and she explained 
that because of the hospital’s 
limited accessibility to resources, 
the team had to bring their own 
supplies, including items such 
as sterile water and bovies.

The group was responsible 
for 53 cases, and this specific group 
of St. Francis employees has been 
going on these annual trips for over 
two decades. Gabrielle had the 
chance to perform basic nursing: 
setting up IV kits, filling syringes 
with antibodies, taking vitals, 
and translating from Spanish to 
English. She also had the oppor-
tunity to observe surgeries, such 
as hernia repairs, gallbladder 
removals, and lipoma removals.

She even had the opportu-
nity to assist in a surgery, which is 
something she would not be able to 
do in the U.S. due to regulations.

“When I joined this trip, 
I never thought I would witness 
and experience as much as I did,” 
Gabrielle said, “When I was invited 
to be sterilized and scrub into a 
surgery, I never would’ve thought 
that they would also guide me 
through doing some of the minimal 
steps of a procedure like using a 
bovie or suturing an incision.”

Gabrielle is looking to major 
in neuroscience and pursue the 
pre-medical track. “I’ve always 
had an interest in the mechanics 
of our own biological computer, 
however I didn’t really know if 

I wanted to pursue this passion 
through a clinical setting,” Gabri-
elle said, “This trip has further 
solidified my interest in not only 
serving people, but pursuing 
a profession in healthcare.

While in La Romana, Domin-
ican Republic, Gabrielle said 
she noticed the great contrasts of 
living conditions among the locals 
there and her own community.

“People think of beaches 
and resorts when they think of the 
Dominican Republic, but what 
you really see is people living 
in poverty,” Gabrielle said. “As 
we rode our bus to and from the 
hospital, all you saw were small 
hotels covered in graffiti, home-
less animals, and just heaps of 
garbage everywhere. The locals 
in La Romana were actually living 
through some political unrest, and 
so there was a lot of propaganda 
everywhere, as well as protesting.”

Overall, Gabrielle said she 
felt this mission trip was truly 
inspiring. “To the religious people 
there, Pastor George explained 
that our volunteer work was like 
God’s gift. Many of the patients 
we treated had been living with 
chronic conditions for years, yet 
they either couldn’t afford or didn’t 
have the accessibility to getting 
the treatments that we provided. 
After all, one man walked for 
four days from Haiti, just to get 
treatment from our hospital.”

by Sophia Kaufman ’20

Ruban joins service trip 
to Dominican Republic
by Taline Norsigian ’19

t he i r  i nco rpo ra t i on  o f  a 
panel of college students. 

“They brought in a panelist 
of students from Wesleyan Univer-
sity and allowed us to ask questions 
and speak with them about their 
experiences, regardless if they were 
diversity-related,” Ambika said.

While it was fulfilling 
and informative in its own right, 
Ambika said that the Senior Session 
deviated much more from coura-
geous conversations and topics on 
diversity than she had expected. 

“This seminar was less 
focused on diversity than the 
others, but I can see where they 
are coming from with that, being 
that many of the participating 
seniors had attended SDLC confer-
ences in the past,” Ambika said.

While Ambika is a veteran 
attendee and even an experi-
enced student facilitator at SDLC, 
freshman Esha Shrivastrav also 
said she enjoyed her experience 
with this diversity conference.

“My experience at the 
conference was better than 
anything I could have imagined. 
While we did talk for a bit, we 
also played games and exercises 
to help visualize and graph our 
ideas and reasoning,” Esha said. 
“We also compared our personal 
anecdotes in order to get to know 
each other better and feel more 
comfortable opening up during 
the controversial discussions.”
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Junior year is not consid-
ered the most difficult year of 
high school for nothing. All of a 
sudden, free time becomes less of 
a treat and more of a daydream. 
Just about every moment of the 
school day is filled with club meet-
ings, studying, extra help, sports 
practices, and endless homework. 

It is for this reason that many 
juniors groaned and complained 
when they heard that on top of all 
this, they would have to dedicate 
one of their coveted free periods 
each week to College VQV, a small-
group college advising session. 

Of course, the intent of the 
college advising office was not 
to torture the already stressed-
out juniors. Director of College 
Advising Zaira Santiago said 
that instead, the main purpose of 
these College VQV sessions is to 
give juniors a time and space to 
start thinking about the college 
process, laying down a baseline 
of information, and giving people 
time to get ahead of the game in 

order to save stress down the road. 
“We have found that the 

people who are the most successful 
in the process are the ones who 
spend time thinking about who 
they are,” Ms. Santiago said, 
“and what they want out of the 
college experience. There’s no 
time built in for that anywhere. 
We just wanted to give [juniors] 
the space and the time to force 
you to reflect a little bit.” 

After the initial shock of 
losing a free period each week, 
students said they found the 
College VQV sessions fairly 
helpful. Junior Abby Eberle 
said she appreciated the variety 
of information that was offered 
about the college search process. 

“I think it’s really valu-
able to have all the college advi-
sors there and so willing to help 
you,” Abby said, “Each class was 
filled with something completely 
different, so it gave us a broad 
perspective of the college process.” 

Junior Tim Petit said that 
he appreciated that the College 
VQV sessions gave him a 

foundation of information, so 
that he could start researching 
more colleges on his own. 

“I thought that [the classes] 
were a good introduction to the 
college application process,” 
Tim said. “I didn’t really know 
how to start the college search, so 
this helped me get started. It also 
helped me become more organized 
in the college search process.” 

On the other side of 
the college application equa-
t i o n ,  s e n i o r s  e x p r e s s e d 
mixed opinions about their 
Col lege VQV exper ience. 

However,  the courses 
last year were structured differ-
ently; one of the most significant 
changes from last year’s classes 
to this year’s was the inclusion 
of more interaction between 
students and college advisors. 

Senior James Witt, who 
will attend Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute next fall, noted the lack 
of personalization in the college 
advising meetings he attended. “I 
had already done a lot of research 
on my own,” James said, “I don’t 

feel like it affected the process for 
me. As far as general information 
it’s helpful, but you have to do 
more specific things on your own.”  

Senior Connor O’Loughlin, 
who will be attending Oberlin, 
added that KO students should 
be  gra teful  to  have easy 
access to so much informa-
tion about the college search. 

“A lot of people at other 
schools don’t have the oppor-
tunity to take advantage of this 
kind of thing,” Connor said. “I 
think this is a huge benefit at this 
school. This is a helpful thing and 
it’s something we should appre-
ciate, even if it’s boring at times.” 

Overall, students agreed 
that the most helpful part of 
the courses was the instruction 
regarding writing the college 
essay. College advisors also said 
they noticed this improvement. 

“I think the initial essays are 
overall a lot closer to what they 
should be than what they have 
been in the past,” Ms. Santiago 
said. “I think kids went into that 
feeling a little bit more confident 

about what they were writing 
than generally in past years.”

Even amid the general 
stress of the college process 
and the loads of information to 
impart, both Ms. Santiago and 
Assistant Director of College 
Advising Peggy Clark said that 
their absolute favorite part of the 
College VQV sessions was simply 
getting to know the junior class. 

“We think [the junior class 
is] a class that works really well 
together,” Mrs. Clark said. “The 
other fun thing is that we don’t 
teach you, so I personally liked 
just seeing the dynamics within a 
group; even from group to group 
there were different dynamics. 
I think we just feel that we 
know you better, and that’s fun 
for us and also very practical.” 

Whether College VQV 
sessions are your idea of “fun” 
or more along the lines of “prac-
tical,” you can be assured that KO 
College Advising will prepare 
you well for what lies ahead 
in the college search process. 

Juniors take on College VQV class
by Emma Smith ’18

For junior Will Beer-
bower, music isn’t just another 
pastime or casual hobby; it’s 
an escape from the world, an 
avenue for expression, a mood-
changer, and a social catalyst.

Whether it’s reggae, classic 
rock, or mumble rap (a new genre 
of rap characterized by trap beats 
with less focus on lyrics and 
pure rapping technique), music 
has been a constant in Will’s life 
for as long as he can remember.

“I think [music] is an expres-
sion of self. Everyone says that, but 
it really is, and it always improves 
my mood,” said Will. “I’ll 
never be as happy as I am when 
listening to music and dancing.”

Will’s interest in music 
began at home, where his parents 
would constantly play artists like 
U2, The Who, and Steely Dan.
After a friend in elementary school 
showed him Eminem and he got 
the Pandora app, he dived deep 
into the world of 90’s rap and 
started developing his own taste.

Will said some of his 
favorite genres other than that 
have been funk, reggae, and rap. 
“My music taste has gone through 
multiple phases,” he said. “Right 
now I’m in the middle of a very 
heavy rap phase. I certainly don’t 
listen to classic rock as much, 
but it depends on who I’m with. 
If I’m with people who appre-
ciate classic rock, I’ll play it.”

Will’s most recent interest in 
music has been rap, both conscious 
rap and new school/mumble rap.

He’s lately been listening 
to new school rappers like 
XXXTentacion, Rich Chigga, 
Denzel Curry, Lil Uzi Vert, 
reggae artists, and lots of Outkast.

“Denzel Curry’s rap flow 
is really original and appealing to 
me,” said Will. “He goes back and 
forth between 8th notes to triplets 
really easily and he has a really 
good sound. Also, he has mad bars.”

When asked what he thinks 
about conscious rap versus 
mumble rap, Will said he appre-
ciates both genres equally.“I have 
to be in a thinking mood to listen 
to conscious rap. I can listen to 
Kendrick [Lamar], A Tribe Called 
Quest, Outkast, or Joey Bada$$, 
but I have to be in a certain thinking 
mood, because part of the listening 
experience is breaking the music 
down,” he said. “Doing anything 
else, I like to listen to artists like 
Denzel Curry and Lil Uzi [Vert]. 
I don’t think [rap] has to be 
conscious to be art. Anything that 
can make you bop your head is art.”

Music Lover of the Month: 
junior Will Beerbower

“I’ll never be as 
happy as I am 
when listening 
to music and 
dancing.”
– Will Beerbower

With the rise of the new 
school generation of rappers 
and mumble rap, many old 
school rappers have disparaged 
the new school. For example, 
rapper Lil Yachty has recently 
come under lots of heat from old 
school artists such as Pete Rock.

Will said he thinks each genre 
has its place and deserves respect. 

“I don’t like it when people 
diss the new school,” he said. 
“I’m a fan of both. I think it’s 

by Neil Hemnani ’18

Playboi Carti delivers 
with eponymous debut
by Neil Hemnani ’18

Playboi Carti poses for GQ. Photo 
by Matt Martin, courtesy of GQ 
Magazine.

all just a step in the evolution of 
rap. If you ask me, some of the 
stuff that comes out now is a lot 
more conscious than back then.”

Will’s favorite rappers of 
all time include Kendrick Lamar, 
A$AP Rocky, Nas, Andre 300, 
and Tupac Shakur, while his 
favorites outside of rap include 
Billy Joel, Earth, Wind, and Fire, 
The Clash, Creedence Clear-
water Revival (CCR), The Police, 
Stevie Wonder, and Weezer.

For Wil l ,  one of  his 
favorite things about music is 
how it brings people together. 

“With my friends is my 
favorite [setting] to listen to music 
in,” he said. “It’s such a high 
energy environment, and if you’re 
with the right people, one song 
will get you all in the same mood.”

On the other hand, he likes 
to listen to more complex music 
while alone. “That’s sort of like 
my ‘me time’,” he said. “I get my 
homework all done, go to bed, and 
put on headphones and just listen. 
I listen to an album four to five 
times before I decide if I like it.”

Will said he likes at least a 
few songs from most genres. So 
what does he dislike? “Dubstep, 
country, and some alternative 
rock,” he said. “I’m sure if I 
tried hard enough, I could find 
something I like in each of those 
genres. [However], they just don’t 
appeal to me. The sound isn’t 
something I understand, although 
I do respect those genres.”

Will’s diverse taste in music, 
his appreciation for different 
genres, and the importance it 
plays in his life reflects his intense 
passion for it. Wahtever he is 
listening to, you can be sure Will 
is always diversifying his taste 
and exploring the world of music.

If you follow the rap/
hip-hop scene, chances are 
you’ve heard of rapper Playboi 
Carti. Hailing from Atlanta, the 
20-year-old has been generating a 
great amount of buzz since 2014.

Aligning himself with 
influential industry names like 
A$AP Rocky, Carti has managed 
to keep up the hype surrounding 
him despite not dropping a project 
for over two years. Instead, he 
dropped snippets on Soundcloud, 
making notable features, and 
keeping a low social media profile.

Playboi  Car t i  f inal ly 
dropped his highly-anticipated 
eponymous first mixtape on 
April 14, 2017, the same day as 
Kendrick Lamar’s “DAMN.”

The  major i ty  o f  the 
mixtape’s  product ion was 
handled by producer Pi’erre 
B o u r n e ,  w i t h  p r o d u c e r s 
like Southside  and Hit-Boy 
producing some of the songs.

If  you’re looking for 
meaningful, conscious music, 
this mixtape is not for you. 
Throughout the tape, Carti touches 
on all the common hip-hop tropes, 
including cars, girls, money, 
fashion, drugs, and arrogance.

That is not to criticize this 
mixtape for its subject matter. 
While Carti’s technical rapping 
ability and subject matter is 
forgettable, what makes this tape 
so special is his confident, cocky 
delivery as well as the thoughtful 
beat curation and production.

The mixtape features 
hazy,  a tmospher ic  synths 
backed by hard-hitting, catchy 
808 drums, and the mixtape 
manages to keep a consistent 
sound throughout all 47 minutes.

Carti does a superb job 
of complementing the produc-
tion. While he raps in all the 
songs, he gives the beats lots of 
breathing room when they need it.

And when Carti does provide 
vocals, his audacious, charismatic 
tone and delivery makes for high-
energy music. Almost every lyric 
is complimented by an ener-
getic ad-lib, and sometimes, the 
ad-libs themselves are the lyrics.

With repetitive hooks and 
mindless lyrics, Carti is able 
to deliver infectious, catchy 
vocals that instantly work 
themselves into your head.

T h e  s t a n d o u t  s o n g s 
of the tape are “Magnolia”, 
produced by Bourne and “New 
Choppa”  fea tu r ing  A$AP 
Rocky, produced by Ricci Riera.

“Magnolia”, which charted 
at 55 on the Billboard Hot 100, 
is Carti’s breakout, hit. The song 
features videogame-like chords 
as well as a catchy flute synth.

The tape is not perfect 
beacause the 808 produc-
tion can get  repetitive, but 
it’s definitely worth a listen.

Music Review
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Jenna Bush Hager addresses mental health 
by Lian Wolman ’19

Jewish Family Services 
and Tara’s Closet hosted an 
event to generate conversa-
tions about mental health on 
Thursday, May 11, at KO, 
featuring guest speaker Jenna 
Bush Hager and other panelists.

There were four speakers 
who all had a connection to 
menta l  hea l th  awareness . 
KO parent Charna Kaufman 
helped organize the event. 

“We had a few speakers. 
Jenna Bush was our lead speaker; 
she was our draw, and she does 
work for UNICEF where she works 
with struggling kids,” she said. 
“We also had a psychiatrist, Dr. 
Evan Fox, speak, and Karin Stahl. 
Karin spoke about her daughter 
who was a teacher at KO and took 
her own life. Risa Sugarman was 
another speaker who talked about 
her own struggle with depression.” 

The evening began with 
a pre-event dinner from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. with a cost of $118 per 
person; people came to meet Ms. 
Bush. Mrs. Kaufman said that 
there were 218 people at the dinner.  

Mrs. Kaufman said that 
the event was sold out with 618 
people attending in total. The 
cost to hear all the speakers 
was $25 for  the evening. 

The  p roceeds  r a i sed 

from this event through admis-
sion fees and donations went 
to Jewish Family Services and 
Tara’s Closet to help others. 

This was the first time that 
this event was hosted at KO. “The 
event was at KO because Tara Savin 
’91 took her life, and her mother 
started Tara’s closet which we open 
up four times a year for Jewish 
Family Services clients to come 

collect the donated clothes,” Mrs. 
Kaufman said. “The event here 
was representing Tara’s Closet.”

People said they were very 
influenced by and responsive to 
this event. “People loved it,” Mrs. 
Kaufman said. “People were very 
touched by Ross’s honesty of her 
struggle. People thought Jenna 
was very entertaining and friendly. 
I heard all positive feedback.” 

The audience said they 
thought that it was very meaningful 
that Ms. Bush was so consumed 
with the event and cause. “She was 
a very inspirational speaker, and it 
showed that people with high status 
care,” freshman Molly Jones said.

Students said they were 
able to relate to what Ms. Bush 
was talking about, which made 
the event even more moving. 

“Her speech was really 
impact fu l  because  people 
could connect to what she was 
saying,” said freshman Sophia 
Kaufman. “It was more than just 
a speech. It was about stuff that 
we as teenagers understand.”  

A common struggle of 
students is juggling their priori-
ties said many.  “She was a good 
person to speak because it is admi-
rable how she handles her personal 
life with work,” Sophia said. 

This event was such a 
success because of all the people 
who helped to make it run 
smoothly said Mrs. Kaufman. 

“There were a lot of sponsors 
involved in the event,” she said. 
“KO was one of the lead sponsors 
and they were very supportive in 
making the event successful. Mrs. 
Benavides helped in getting the 
Shield and Dragon kids to help and 
usher at the event. Larry Marciano 
helped with security and parking. 
Elizabeth Bellingrath and Meghan 
Kurtich were the KO contacts from 
beginning to end for the event.” 

The event went so well 
that their is a possibility of 
more similar events in the 
future, but first this event needs 
to be completely brought to 
a close, said Mrs. Kaufman. 

“There are talks of another 
conference, but we haven’t had a 
wrap up of this event yet,” she said.Jenna Bush Hager captivates the rapt audience with her speech on mental health awareness. Photo by Ali Meizels  ’19.

KO bids farewell to beloved faculty
by Hannah Bash ’18

As each year ends, the KO 
community must say the inevitable 
goodbyes to beloved teachers, 
both old and new. Among others, 
Jenny Dean, Arcie Petty, William 
Amarante, Kelly McDonough, 
Chris Vicevich, and Scott Tang will 
not be returning to KO next year. 

Ms. Dean has taught Latin 
in both the Middle School and 
Upper School for five years. Ms. 
Dean also coaches JV Girls Volley-
ball, Middle School boys and girls 
intramural volleyball, and Middle 
School track and field. Ms. Dean 
said that she is leaving KO so 
that her and her fiancé can move 
closer to their family. “I loved KO. 
I started as a new teacher and I’ve 

learned a great deal. The faculty are 
really warm and lovely people and 
the students are so nice,” she said. 

Even though leaving KO 
will be hard, Ms. Dean said she is 
excited for a new beginning. “I’ll 
be sad to leave. As little things 
start to end, I notice that’s the last 
time things will happen. But it’s 
a good thing to turn over a new 
leaf and start something new,” she 
said. As of right now, Ms. Dean 
doesn’t have any set plans yet, but 
she said she hopes to teach again. 

Unfortunately, another Latin 
teacher will be leaving KO as the 
year comes to a close. Mr. Petty 
teaches Latin and Greek in the 
Upper School, and it is his first 
year at KO. He said his time here 
was extremely enjoyable and he 
will miss it. “It was really nice. 

Students have been wonderful and 
a lot of the teachers on this floor 
are entertaining, and they all have 
my back,” Mr. Petty said. “I’m sad 
to leave. There aren’t many places 
in less than a year that you can get 
such a close connection with both 
students and great colleagues.”

Mr. Petty said he is leaving 
to focus on his other job. “I’m 
going back to Cleveland. I do 
investment business in New 
England and back in Cleveland and 
a big project is coming up that is 
going to take up a lot of my time,” 
he said. Although investment 
business is his priority, he hopes 
in the future he can teach again. 
“Investment business is my major 
thing, but I may continue teaching. 
I’ll see how the project goes and 
fingers crossed if everything works 
out I’ll teach again,” he said. 

Three teachers, from the 
Upper and Middle School math 
departments will not be returning 
in the next school year. Mr. 

Jenny Dean. Photo by Nat Bates ’18.

Amarante is the dean of Form 
Four and he coaches varsity and JV 
boys football and varsity lacrosse. 

Mr. Amarante said that he is 
leaving because his longtime girl-
friend is getting her doctorate in 
physical therapy, so they are relo-
cating to Greenville, S.C., for her 
job. Mr. Amarante will be teaching 
at a school called Christ Church 
Episcopal School. “The school is 
K-12, a day school, and similar in 
size to KO. I will be teaching math 
in the Upper School,” he said.  

Although Mr. Amarante 
is sad to leave, he is excited for 
what is to come. “I’ve been here 
for three years. I came here right 
out of college and it was a great 
place to learn how to be a teacher 
and it’s a great community. I love 
all the students and teachers and 
I grew up in Simsbury, so I’ll be 
sad to leave. But, I’m excited 
for new opportunities,” he said. 

Ms. McDonough has taught 
Upper Prep and Form Two math 
for two years at KO in addition 
to coaching varsity girls soccer 
in the Upper School and Middle 
School intramural Olympic 
sports. Ms. McDonough said she 
is leaving because she has lived 
here her whole life, so she wants 
to explore more of the country. 

She will begin teaching 
at a school in Maryland called 
Norwood. “I will be taking a 
sixth-grade homeroom posi-
tion, advising 15 kids and 
teaching sixth-grade math and 
social studies and a little of fifth- 
grade math as well,” she said. 

Ms. McDonough said she 
will miss the people here the most. 
“I’ve made some good friends and 
the kids are great and I’ll obvi-
ously miss my family in Suffield,” 
she said. “The nerves haven’t 
hit me yet, but I’m just mainly 
excited for a new adventure!”

Mr. Vicevich said his first 
year here was wonderful and a 
learning experience for him. “I 
felt I was incredibly supported 
by both Natalie Demers and 
Asha, who have been great with 
all the new teachers,” he said. 

Mr. Vicevich said he is 
leaving KO because he wants to 
focus more on just teaching, rather 
than coaching as well. He hopes 
to teach at a public school in New 
Haven to be in a more urban setting. 

“One thing that KO has 
done for me is help me figure 
out what I need as a teacher. KO 
does some amazing things for the 
whole teacher by being a teacher, 

advisor, and coach. Personally, I 
think there is value to that, but at 
this point I want to focus on just 
becoming a better teacher,” he 
said. “I’m grateful for KO because 
I didn’t know I needed that.”

Lastly, Mr. Tang, the new 
political science teacher, will be 
leaving KO. Mr. Tang said he is 
looking for an opportunity closer 
to his home in Massachusetts. 

“KO was super nice and they 
gave me a home here to be closer 
to the students to ease the transi-
tion between teachers, but I hope 
to teach in Massachusetts,” he said. 

Will Amarante. Photo by Taline 
Norsigian ’19.

Kelly McDonough. Photo by Taline 
Norsigian ’19.

Chris Vicevich. Photo by Taline 
Norsigian ’19.

Mr. Tang said that KO was 
a really great experience. “The 
students were quite welcoming 
and nice and I enjoyed getting 
to know my colleagues. I feel 
like I made some good friends 
and have made an impact on 
the students and I enjoyed 
working with them,” he said. 

Arcie Petty. Photo by Nat Bates ’18.

Scott Tang. Photo by Angie DeLucia 
’18.
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Amell, Coady named Rising Stars
by Lian Wolman ’19

Seniors Grace Amell and 
Benjamin Coady have been 
named “Rising Stars” by West 
Hartford Press for contributions 
to their community and school. 
The West Hartford Press said 
they believe that these students 
will continue to make a mark 
on the world around them. 

Associate Head of School 
Natalie Demers said that every 
year the West Hartford Press 
looks for high schoolers who 
live in West Hartford who have 
gone above and beyond more 
than being great students and 
parts of their school community. 

The West Hartford Press 

has been rewarding students with 
this honor for the past five years, 
and KO students have received 
this award for all five years.  

Ms. Demers said that the 
West Hartford Press contacts 
the KO communications office 
and reaches out for nomina-
tions of students who exemplify 
the values of the award. “The 
students are recognized for their 
contributions both inside and 
outside of school,” she said. 

Ms. Demers said that the 
KO teachers all put students 
names forward and then recom-
mend these students to the West 
Hartford Press. Then the press 
makes the final decision about 
which students receive the award.

The article mentioned  
several of the activities in 
which Grace and Benjamin 
participate in their communi-
ties. “They wrote about the stuff 
that I have done at KO: a little 
about academics, athletics and 
extracurriculars,” Grace said.  

Ben said he is very active 
in his community. “I do a lot of 
service at my synagogue, and I 
also have a car show on the KO 
campus which is called ‘Cars 
Against Colon Cancer,’ ” he said. 

Winning the award was a 

“The students are 
recognized for 
their contribu-
tions both inside 
and outside of 
school.”  
      – Mrs. Demers

Senior Benjamin Coady, left, and Grace Amell, right have been named Rising Stars by West Hartford Press. Photo by 
Angie DeLucia ’18  

United Students 
discusses film ‘13th’ 
by Karlton Gaskin ’19

On Monday,  April  3, 
United Students began to show 
the documentary “13th” during 
Lunch 1 in the Brave Space. 

The documentary provides 
an in-depth look at the prison 
system in the United States, 
and how it reveals a history 
of racial inequality in rela-
tion to the 13th Amendment.

Since the documentary is 
over an hour and a half long, it 
was shown in 20 minute segments 
over the span of the entire month 
of April and a portion of May. 

After watching the film, 
s tudents  d iscussed  topics 
with they connected with.

Director of Diversity, Inclu-
sion and Cultural Competency Joan 
Edwards said that the group had 
been considering how to change 
the way that issues were discussed 
within the club, and the group 
leaders decided to show the movie.

“All of our discussions 
have been an activity and we 
wanted to change it up,” Mrs. 

“A community’s 
experiences, 
triumphs and 
hardships are all 
intrinsic parts 
of their identity 
and their treat-
ment, and must be 
taken into account 
before making 
statements or 
conclusions.” 
          – Juanita   
     Asapokhai

Students learn 
about geology 
at Rocky Neck

“It was more 
of a process of 
discovery.” 

– Ambika  
Natarajan 

Edwards said. “The leadership of 
our club decided that this would 
be the source because it speaks 
to so many of the topics that 
we have engaged in this year.”

Senior  Ambika Nata-
rajan agreed that showing 
this documentary was a great 
way to provoke conversation.

“I co-led these meet-
ings, and for me it was the first 
time watching these videos,” 
said Ambika. “It helped that we 
weren’t just lecturing. It was 
more of a process of discovery 
so even though it was a facili-
tated discussion, I felt like we all 
contributed to the conversation.”

Freshman Juanita Asapokhai 
said that she hopes students gain a 
broader perspective from watching 
the film.  “I hope students learn that 
to understand where you are, or the 
current state of other people, you 
must first understand where they 
come from,” Juanita said. “This is 
especially crucial on the subject 
of race: a community’s experi-
ences, triumphs and hardships are 
all intrinsic parts of their identity 
and their treatment, and must be 
taken into account before making 
statements or conclusions.”

Junior David Marottolo 
agreed. “For me, this reinforced 
just how little students my age 
know or are taught about a lot of 
important U.S. legislation, and the 
role the government directly plays 
in social structure in this country.”

Ambika said that the effects 

of the documentary were powerful. 
“This made history seem a lot 
more present and I think a lot of 
the people in the group realized 
how much the implications of the 
past have on the present,” she said. 

Director of Teaching and 
Learning Asha Appel said she 
thinks that more students should 
participate in the discussions. 
“The group of kids that partici-
pate in the opportunity already are 
asking these important questions,” 
she said.  “I want more students to 
questions why things are this way.”

by Haley Gervino ’18

On Tuesday May 11, the 
school’s entire seventh grade trav-
elled to Rocky Neck State Park to 
explore New England’s landscape 
and enhance what they had learned 
in the classroom during the spring.

“This project started with 
Susan Eve a few years ago. She 
came up with the idea and she 
and I worked it through. She had 
so many brilliant ideas, it was 
just about finding the right way 
to organize it,” said Form 1 Dean 
and science teacher Clay Miles.

The trip itself is a substitute 
for the Form 1 science final exam. 
Students are placed into groups of 
three or four; each member has a 
designated job including a photog-
rapher, someone in charge of the 
shoreline, someone in charge of 
the ridges, and an overall leader.

This year the chaperones 
on the trip were science teachers 
Judith Bailey, Tim Allerton, Josh 
Garrison, and a Geologist from 
UConn named Ralph Lewis.

“Mr. Garrison and I have 
worked really hard to add to the 
trip, we’ve tweaked it a fair amount. 
Every year an upper school teacher 
comes with us. Mr. Allerton 
came this year,” Mr. Miles said. 

In past years, the students 
have gone earlier in the spring but 
this year they waited a bit longer. 

“Rocky Neck incorporates 
everything we’ve done. Rocks, 
minerals, plate tectonics, crustal 
stress, and glaciers. It’s all there 
at Rocky Neck,” Mr. Miles said. 

Form 1 s tudents  lef t 
at  8:00 a.m. and returned 
to school around 2:30 p.m. 

During the trip they are 
split up into two large groups that 
switch areas after lunch, one at the 
shoreline and one at the ridgeline.

W h e n  t h e y  r e t u r n e d 
to school, they were given 
a  templa te  to  he lp  them 
construct their individual paper. 

The paper itself covers 
how New England came to be, 
why everything occurred, and 
the observations the students 
ga thered  a t  Rocky Neck. 

Mr. Miles said he wants his  
students to think of the Earth as 
alive. “I want them to understand, 
the earth is a living breathing 
being. Just like our body it has 
moving systems,” Mr. Miles said.

“I want them to 
understand, the 
earth is a living 
breathing being.” 

– Mr. Miles

surprise to both of the KO students, 
and they found out about their 
recognition in a unique manner. 
“First, I found out because my mom 
saw it in the West Hartford Press, 
and then like a month later it was 
put on the website,” Grace said.

Ben was also made aware 

of this news by one of his family 
members. “Nobody actually told 
me about it; my grandma was 
just reading the paper and saw 
it,” he said.  “So that is how I 
found out. Then I got an email 
from Mrs. Clark the day after.”

However, they had heard 

about the award before. “I had seen 
the articles they wrote about other 
KO kids in past years,” Grace said.

Grace and Ben have left 
a mark on the KO community. 
Everyone is looking forward to 
seeing what they accomplish in 
the near future once they graduate.  
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by Adam Ovian ’18

While a prom was once a 
banquet meant to  parade around 
soon-to-be adult bachelors and 
bachelorettes, it has evolved into a 
celebration of the end of high school 
full of dancing and popular dresses.  

As prom became more 
extravagant, it became expected 
that everyone would take a date. 
Along with the pressure of finding 
a date comes the added pressure 
of asking that person in increas-
ingly elaborate ways. What 
used to once be a simple ques-
tion has morphed into a gran-
diose scheme with the purpose of 
asking just one simple question. 
Will you go to prom with me?

          Promposals
In recent years, promposals 

have played an important role in 
teenagers’ lives. Their impor-
tance has been greatly increased 
with the rise of social media, 
and each spring, you’ll often see 
colorful handwritten posters plas-
tered all over Instagram. Once a 
humble request, promposals have 
evolved into more and more elabo-
rate public displays of affection. 

Promposals are very similar 
to proposals in that a person is 
basically “popping the ques-
tion.” One of the differences is 
that almost all of the people are 
asked in public, while marriage 
proposals are typically made more 
in private. Despite differences in 
importance (asking someone to 
dance with you for one night as 
opposed to spending the rest of 
their life with you), promposals 
still come with comparable stress. 

“I was excited, but I 
was also nervous that it wasn’t 
enough,” said junior Ben Tauber.

That isn’t to say it’s the same 
for everyone. Promposals can be 
a great experience for both the 
person asking and the recipient and 
it really depends on what you want 
to make it to be, “It’s so much fun 
seeing someone’s reaction when 
you asked them out in a clever 
way or with an inside joke. It’s also 
fun to walk into a room and see a 
promposal from your best friend,” 
said senior Shelby Fairchild.

Junior Aparajita Kashyap 
agrees, saying that some of her 

40 students (including juniors and seniors) on how they feel about Promposals

stress was alleviated by having 
a private conversation with the 
person she planned to ask. “I knew 
she wanted a big, grand promposal, 
but I didn’t want her to feel pres-
sured into saying yes,” said Apara.

Asking someone to prom 
can create a stressful situation 
because it has become the norm 
to stage showy proposals. Junior 
Skylar Barron shared her concern 
about promposals. “I think they 
are both good and bad,” she said. 
“They are good for the people 
who get asked, and it is super 
fun, but it puts a lot of unnec-
essary pressure on everyone.”

      Asking in public
Asking people to prom in 

front of a group of people is one 
of the greatest factors that contrib-
utes to stress. Most promposals 
are done in public; someone will 
“propose” in front of an audi-
ence. This can put both the asker 
and the recipient in an awkward 
position, because an audience 
completely changes the dynamic. 

For some people, being in 
public can affect how they respond 
and it may not allow people to say 
what they really mean for fear of 
what others will think of them.

Junior Colin Regan took 
a different approach by first 
asking privately and then doing a 
promposal with a poster after he 
confirmed that she agreed to go.

Apara said that when 
someone “promposes” in front of 
a  many people, everyone stops 
and waits to see what the recipient 
says. “It  is unclear whether or 

Junior Amiya Young asked her friend  junior William Appleton to prom.
Her sign says, “It would be a (Apple)ton of fun if you went to prom with me.”

not the person being asked will 
say yes,” she said. “This is what 
makes promposals such good 
gossip, and it adds so much pres-
sure, both for the person asking 
and the person being asked.”

Senior Kayla Glemaud 
agreed that promposals in front 
of large groups of people can be 
oversharing, but that more tasteful 
ones with just a few people around 
are okay. “The way I was asked 
this year was simple and cute 
and not too many people were 
there and I appreciated that.”

Some students, such as 
senior Vivian Goldstein, think 
that the person promposing should 
ask the recipient’s friends first to 
see what they think, because she 
doesn’t want people to feel forced 
into saying yes just because there 
are other people around. “Only 
ask if you’ve gotten the OK from 
their friends. If you just spring it 
on them without warning that is 
the hardest, because then there’s 
pressure to say yes to some-
thing you don’t want,” she said.

Why don’t more girls ask?
The majority of the people 

doing the asking people to prom 
are guys. So why don’t more girls 
ask people to prom? This phenom-
enon can be likened to an actual 
proposal, it is still the tradition 
(and the expectation) for men to 
be the ones that propose marriage.

As  p romposa l s  have 
become increasingly similar to 
real proposals, the people asking 
have been following very similar 
social standards. The only reason 
it continues is that it’s a tradi-
tion. The idea that, “This is the 
way it’s been and the way it 
should always be,” still continues. 

Despite progress in gender 
reform, the tradition that guys be 
the one to ask still continues. While 
it has become more popular for 
women in recent years to propose 
marriage, it’s still very uncommon.

That isn’t to say that it’s all 
guys asking girls; a Sadie Hawkins 
dance flips the idea on its head. 
Originating in the late 30s, their 
goal was to get girls to be the ones 
to ask for a dance. While Sadie 
Hawkins dances still continue 

Why did you decide to ask someone to prom?

 Amiya: “I didn’t want to wait around for 
somebody to ask me. Its just a confidence 
booster if you like ask someone else and if 
you don’t wait around like that.” 

What’s some advice you have for others?

Amiya: “I would give advice for anyone 
who wants to go to prom. They should defi-
nitely ask first, because it’s more fun. Like, 
the worst they can say is “No.”

to this day, they are still rele-
gated mostly to informal dances.

At KO this year, there has 
been an increase in the number of 
girls asking guys to prom. Junior 
Phoebe Taylor finds this increase 
to be very encouraging. “I think the 
trend that girls [are] asking guys is a 
really positive one,” she said. “The 
more even balance of some girls 
ask guys and some guys ask girls 
seems to me a very positive thing.”

Poll: Do you agree that 
guys should be ones 
to make promposals? 

Poll: Do you agree that 
promposals are good?

While there are factors 
that can make prom a stressful 
affair, everyone agrees that it’s 
important to enjoy yourself when 
you get there. “I think prom is a 
great experience, particularly 
senior prom which serves as a 
nice way to unite the senior class 
before graduation… It should be 
more about everyone going and 
having a good time no matter 
what!” said senior Noah Stanton.

“They are good 
for the people 
who get asked 
and it is super 
fun, but it puts a 
lot of unneces-
sary pressure on 
everyone.”

– Skylar Barron

“If you just spring 
it on them without 
warning that 
is the hardest, 
because then 
there’s pressure to 
say yes to some-
thing you don’t 
want.”
– Vivian Goldstein

Upperclassmen grapple with the 
many pressures of prom season



Congratulations Sasha and The Class of 2017

We are so proud 
of you!

Love, 
Mom, Dad, Max & Hannah

Waldo & Leon

So many of our dreams at first seem impossible, 
then they seem improbable, and then, when we 
summon the will, they soon become inevitable. 

             – Christopher Reeve

That’s a wrap!

Congratulations to Tim 
and the Class of 2017

The Bucknam family

“Be bold enough to use your voice, 
brave enough to listen to your 

heart and strong enough to live the 
life you’ve always imagined.” 

Congratulations

I love you more, 
Mom



Congratulations, Jack
We love you!

Dad, Mom, 
Kristen and Mike



Grace – 
Congrats on making it 
through the home stretch 
of your seven-year career 
at KO. Well done!

Congratulations 
to the 

2017-2018 
Senior Prefects 

and Senior Advisors: 

Senior Advisors: 

Maitland Bailey
Hannah Bash
Will Beerbower
Noa Boyd
Eliza Charette
Ryan Goss
Holly Lombardi
Gabrielle Ruban
Ben Tauber
Keegan Toland

Senior Prefects:

Will Appleton                     
Prithvi Gunturu
Varun Tankala
Noah Gibson
Trey Taylor
Jaron Stake
Ellie Bavier
Amiya Young
Abby Eberle
Emma Smith
Olivia Rossi
Skylar Barron 
(Head Prefect)

Senior prank 
fills spaces 
in buildings 
with balloons 
Seniors surprised and delighted students, staff and faculty Wednesday 
morning with their senior prank: filling the lobbies, lounges, offices, 
hallways and stairwells of several campus buildings, including Seav-
erns Hall and the Roberts Center, with hundreds of brightly colored 
balloons. Photo by Blair Elliott.



Thank you to the entire KO community 
for the incredible academic, athletic, 
and extra-curricular opportunities you 
offered Patrick ’13 and Tara ’17 over the 
past eleven years. Our family will miss 
the caring teachers, coaches and staff.

Tom, Amy, Katie, Patrick, 
and Tara Kilkenny
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Saturday, May 6, was one 
filled with the scent of fresh-cut 
grass and ballpark franks as the 
Wyverns varsity baseball team took 
to the field at the Dunkin Donuts 
Park in Hartford, Connecticut. 

 After coming off a solid 
7-1 win against the Pomfret 
Griffins on Thursday, May 4, 
the team was ready for Hotch-
kiss on a grand stage with all the 
fans watching, many of whom 

were thrilled to be at the Park.
 “I was amped to be there 

supporting the boys while a ton 
of the school was watching,”,said 
junior Anthony Melody. “I’m not 

a member of the team, but I got to 
have a toss with Boston College 
commit Evan Moore during 
warm-ups which was pretty cool.”

The members of the team 
were also thrilled to be at the venue, 
especially during warm-ups. 

“It was quite an experience 
to be there,” said senior Co-captain 
Drew Nemirow. “We got to bat 
inside with state-of-the art batting 
cages before taking the field, which 
was something I’ve never done; 
the whole place was first class.”

Sophomore Evan Moore 
seconded Nemirow. “Being a 
pitcher, it was pretty cool to look up 
and see what my ball was clocked at 
every time I threw a pitch,” he said. 

Aside from the experi-
ence of being in a professional 
ballpark, the Wyverns soundly 
defeated Hotchkiss 5-0. The game 
was slow and steady, with KO 
scoring twice in the second with 
runs from junior Mark Place and 
senior Co-captain Alex Cahill. 

Later, in the third, freshman 
Justin Baron scored on a sac fly, 
along with junior Zach Swilling 
who scored on a double steal. 
Last, but certainly not least, 
freshman Tim Cotter raised the 

Boys lax season suffers hard hits  
As a young varsity program 

with a lot of heart, but lacking 
numbers, fundamentals, and 
game IQ, the boys varsity lacrosse 
team fell to an 0-14 record.

After losing a tough first 
battle with the St. Luke’s school 
11-8, the Wyverns went on to face 
the previously nationally ranked 
Millbrook School, shortly followed 
by two other grueling oppo-
nents; the Williston Northampton 
a n d  G u n n e r y  S c h o o l s . 

 The Wyverns entered the 
second half of the Millbrook 
game down 6-1, along with a 
significant casualty; their star 
junior defenseman and long-stick 
midfielder, David Arcesi, suffered 
a serious concussion that would 
result in the end of his season. 

“Even after I went down, 
the boys were able to able to 
keep their heads up and finish the 
game,” said Arcesi. “This was 
something we aimed to improve 
on this season in terms of being 
more together as a team, I just 
wish I could have been out there.”

Head Coach Mark Conklin 
said that the injuries had a huge 
impact on their season. “We lost 
three starters for  half or more of 
the season,” said Coach Conklin. 
“At any given game we had five or 
six guys  that were out, like starters 
Arcesi and [senior Will] Gitlin.”

 The Wyverns fought hard 
the whole game against Williston, 
battling for ground balls and 
face offs with senior midfielder 
Josh Bobruff. Senior Co-Captain 

and attackman Trey Dugan also 
managed to toss in two goals.

However, the hardest part 
of the game came with having 
to anchor the defense with a first 
time goalkeeper and new member 

of the team, junior Josh Shafer. 
“Aside from Arcesi getting 

a concussion, our starting goalie 
[senior] Tim Bucknam went 
down in practice this past week 
so I decided to step up,” said 
Shafer. “It was tough moving from 
midfield to goalie on the fly, but 
I’m glad I could help the team.”

Coach Conklin said that he 
was extremely impressed with 
Shafer’s  ability to step up. “Goalie 
is a scary position in any sport, so I 

by John Leuschner ’18

KO baseball steps up its game as it 
plays in new Dunkin Donuts Park 
by John Leuschner ’18

Junior Ryan Street holds the ball below the cage as he prepares to run the offensive play. Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18.

was impressed with Shafer’s will-
ingness to play goalie,” said Coach 
Conklin. “He handled the pressure 
well and truly saved the team.”

Against Gunnery, there were 
some communication breakdowns, 

which led to a lot of individual 
play, though it was what kept 
them afloat throughout the game. 
Junior midfielder Christian Vitti 
scored four goals, accompanied 
by his fellow junior midfielder 
Ryan Goss who netted one late 
in the third quarter to make it 
a 14-5 loss for the Wyverns. 

Vitti and Dugan were the 
team’s leading scorers throughout 
the season, although senior 
Co-captain Owen Cotthaus 

was not far behind either. 
“Aside from all the losses, we 

were able to establish a somewhat 
positive attitude for the team this 
year, which as basic as it sounds, 
is truly a huge leap as the program 

has been plagued with negativity 
the past few years,” said Cotthaus. 

 Dugan could not agree 
more. “I think I speak for myself 
and my fellow captains, [senior 
defenseman Will Gitlin, who was 
also out for most of the season, and 
Cotthaus], that being able to estab-
lish some positivity as a leader was 
huge for a program that was in 
desperate need of some,” he said. 

Other team members who 
played key roles in achieving 

this goal include Bobruff, and 
senior attackman Matt Rossi. 

“Bobruff was our unsung 
hero taking face off after face off, 
and keeping our morale up in the 
midst of a tumultuous season,” said 
junior defenseman Colin Regan.

Aside from changing the atti-
tude of the team, the boys sought 
to win a single game this season, 
and though they were not able to 
due to injuries they came close a 
few times, and even lead for a near 
two quarters against St. Luke’s.

“Being low on personnel, 
especially in positions where we 
had few bodies to begin with, 
cost us a lot games,” said Goss.

Close to the end of the 
season, the Wyverns traveled to 
take on Wilbraham and  Monson 
Academy. They had to play a 
game with an active roster of 11 
players, leaving the boys with just 
one substitute for the entire game.

Coach Conklin remarked that  
he was proud of the support on the 
team throughout the entire season. 
“The one thing I would say went 
really well was the kids’ support of 
one another,” said Coach Conklin. 
“The thing I really loved to see  
was bridging the gap between 
the seniors and the freshmen.”

Now that the attitude has 
shifted, the Wyverns hope to 
bring in more talent, especially 
after graduating six seniors, for 
next season. The Wyverns hope 
to improve and eventually restore 
the program to its glory days of 
winning the Founders League 
Championship. The team looks 
forward to the upcoming season.

score to 5-0 in the fifth, scoring 
off of senior Rob Siuta’s single. 

Above all, the field play and 
the pitching were superb. “We 
pitched [senior Clayton] Barnes, 
[junior Ben] Tauber, and Moore, all 

of which allowed for no runs,” said 
Head Coach Steve Cannata. “On a 
side note, none of this would have 
been possible without help from 
Kyle and Kevin DeVivo, who both 

played for me in their time at KO.”
Victory combined with 

support from the fans in such a 
stadium turned out to have done 
nothing but great things for the team. 

“This was the happiest and 

most productive I had ever seen 
the boys to this point”, said Cahill. 

 Junior Mark Place could not 
agree more as the Wyverns went 
on to take down the previously 

 “I was amped 
to be there 
supporting the 
boys while a ton 
of the school was 
watching.”
– Anthony Melody

undefeated AOF Winged Beavers. 
“We’ve had a really interesting 
season in terms of where our play 
has been throughout games, but I 
think the consistency we showed 
here gave us the confidence to 
do something big against Avon 
the following week,” he said. 

Overall, the time at the 
stadium was pivotal in the 
Wyverns’ season. Not only was 
the Dunkin Donuts Park extremely 

“We got to bat 
inside with state- 
of-the-art batting 
cages before 
taking the field.”

– Drew Nemirow 

high class and well equipped for 
the team, but it was also exciting 
for the young varsity team to win 
big against Hotchkiss in a profes-
sional setting with a large  KO 
audience present at the stadium.

KO Wyverns shake the hands of the Hotchkiss team. Photo by Douglas Ovian.   
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Varsity girls tennis serves up 
second place in New Englands

The girls varsity tennis team 
placed second in the New England 
championships on Saturday 
and Sunday, May 20 and 21. 

In the quarterfinals, KO beat 

Dana Hall 5-0. The team then went 
on to defeat Rivers in the semifinals 
5-1, but ultimately lost to Hopkins 
5-1 in the finals, securing them 
second place in the tournament.  

“[Sophomore Lexi] Kubas 
had great wins in all three 

of her matches,” said Coach 
Garcia, “and [senior Co-captain 
Faith] Pease did a great job 
throughout New Englands.” 

The team girls approached 
the championship with a strong 
match record of 11-2, losing 
only to Hopkins  and Hotchkiss.

The team notched flawless 
victories against both Williston 
Northampton School on Thursday, 
May 11, and Loomis Chaffee 
School on Tuesday, May 9. The 
girls beat Williston 7-0 and Loomis 

9-0 on the team’s senior day. 
Head Coach Ronald Garcia 

said that the win over Westminster 
was a good one, even though the 
No. 2 on the team, eighth-grader 
Ahana Nagarkatti, was not there. 
The team beat Westminster 6-3. 

With Founders and New 
Englands  approaching , the 
team devoted itself to physical 
and mental preparation. Inter-
viewed before the champion-
ship matches, Coach Garcia said 
that, if the squad were going to 

“The team has 
good depth in 
their 1-8 lineup.” 
    – Coach Garcia

be the Founders League champs, 
they would have to beat their 
league competitor, Hotchkiss. 
He added that if the squad were 
going to win New Englands then 
they needed to beat their New 
England class B competitor, 
Hopkins School. But the team lost 
5-4  to Hotchkiss on Wednesday, 
May 17, and the team lost to 
Hopkins 5-4 on Monday, April 24. 

The team’s first goal is to 
win Founders, and we would love 
to win New Englands,” said Pease. 
“I think that if we beat Hopkins 
and Taft, we have a really good 
chance of Founders and eventu-
ally can pull out New Englands.”

Before the Hopkins match, 
Coach Garcia said that the team 
had at least a 50-50 chance of 
beating the Hilltoppers. He said 
that the match would be very 
close, and he predicted the team 
will win against their biggest 
New England Class B competitor. 

He added that the team has 
a big advantage by having sopho-
more Lexi Kubas on the team who 
is No. 1 in New England and the 
best player in the Founders League. 
“The team has good depth in their 
1-8 lineup,” Coach Garcia said. 

The team is at an advantage 
with all eight players in the ladder 
capable of wins and does not 
have to rely on one player alone.  

However, Coach Garcia 

said that the team has to get a 
little tougher and meaner. “We 
need to be more comfortable 
with the competency and inten-
sity that comes with high level 
athletics,” Coach Garcia said. 

Pease agreed with Coach 
Garcia that the team needs to be 
more comfortable in high-pressure 
situations. “We are a young team 
and need to learn that it is different 
to play on a varsity level,” she said. 
“We have to keep composure. This 
will come as the team matures.”

Coach Garcia compared 
this team to the 2011 varsity girls 
tennis team. He said that last year, 
the team killed everyone, and 
their closest game was 7-2. But, 
after graduating the second, third, 
and fourth-ranked players on the 
team, the level of the team has 
decreased from that of last year.

He said that the team is 
doing pretty well with a six-
match winning streak. He said 
Nagarkatti is undefeated in No. 2 
singles and is doing pretty well. 
He also said that Pease, senior 
Julia Goldsmith, and sophomore 
Molly Baron are doing great. 

Coach Garcia said that soph-
omore Molly Baron has improved 
greatly as she was No. 13 last year 
and is now a great No.  5. “It is 
the biggest jump I have seen in 
a long time,” Coach Garcia said. 
“She has been a key surprise.”Senior Grace Miller gets ready to serve. Photo by David Newman ’80.

by Kush Kataria ’20

The varsity softball team 
has experienced one of its most 
successful seasons in recent 
memory with a 7-6 record. They 
started off the season well with 
what both Head Coach Jason 
Bradley and freshman outfielder 
Jocelyn Pinero described as “the 
most interesting game” against 
Cheshire which they lost 4-3

. “The first half was really 
great. Everyone played so well, 
and I am really proud of everyone. 
It was so amazing,” said Pinero. 
“But then the other team started 
to come back and I guess we 
just ended up giving it away.”

Coach Bradley played base-
ball growing up and in college, 
and coached Little League for 
a while. He has been coaching 
softball since 2002, and he has 
coached high-school level soft-
ball for the past three years, 
two of which have been at KO. 

He said that the team let 
the game get away. “It happens, I 
guess. I just want our team to finish 
the season with a .500 record,” he 
said. “I try to preach ‘team’ to the 
girls. But, then again, I am going 
to give you some names. [junior] 
Noelani Jackson-Sherman, [junior] 
Dakota McMahon, [senior] Grace 

Amell, and most of all, [senior] 
Issie Pratt, are our key players. 
Issie has been so flexible with posi-
tions; she was forced to learn how 
to pitch well and has now mastered 
it. So she’s our key player,” he said. 

When asked about the 
difference between the KO 
team and the teams at other 

schools, both Coach Bradley 
and Pinero agreed. They said 
that the team’s defensive ability 
has improved over the season. 

“I think our fielding has 
gotten better, especially the fielding 
of new players like me,” said Pinero. 

According to Pratt, hitting 
still needs some work. “There’s 

a lot we can improve on when 
it comes to hitting,” she said. 

Pinero added that the team 
is still a little unfamiliar with each 
other. “I think the team camara-
derie is good, we’re still trying to 
get to know each other so I guess 
it’s developing,” said Pinero. 

Coach Bradley agreed. 
“The team camaraderie is good,” 
he said. “We also have quite a few 
freshman players who are getting 
to know the sport as well as the 
players, and it’s going very well. 
So no complaints there,” he said.

Pinero said the players had 
diverse goals. “I think success 
for our team is very different 
for everyone. For some of the 
experienced players, they want 
to win the game. For less expe-
rienced players like me, it’s 
just about performing better 
than you did last time or getting 
used to your position,” she said.

“Our goal  r ight  now 
is to just constantly get hits 
throughout the game. That’s 
been one of our biggest prob-
lems this season. Just getting 
people used to hitting,” said Pratt.

Both Pinero and Coach 
Bradley said that the team’s goal 
for this year is to finish .500 or 
better. “I think this is consider-
ably high,” said Coach Bradley, 

“but it’s a matter of not letting 
those games that we almost 
could’ve won slip away. I want 
to make Founders finals as well.” 

Pinero, Pratt and Coach 
Bradley all agreed that the team 
has done KO proud this season, 
and despite all the new players 
and unfortunate injuries, they’ve 
had a pretty successful season.

Even  w i th  so  many 
skilled seniors leaving, Coach  
Bradley said he looks foward to  
working with the team next year. 

by Esha Shrivastav ’20

    Junior Noelani Jackson-Sherman winds up. Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18 

Softball team swings for successful 
season with hard-earned 7-6 record

“I think success 
for our team is 
very different for 
everyone. For 
less experienced 
players like me, 
it’s just about 
performing better 
than you did last 
time.”

– Jocelyn Pinero 
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Players of the

Moment:

Senior Co-Captain tennis player Ryan Albanesi. 
Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18.

by Kyle Zimmerman ’18              
        and Esha Shrivastav ’20 Senior Co-Captain shortstop and pitcher Issie Pratt. 

Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18.

Senior Ryan Albanesi 
and Senior Issie Pratt

Senior Co-Captain short-
stop and pitcher Issie Pratt just 
ended her KO softball career, but 
her love of the sport will live on. 
She began playing softball at the 
age of eight, mostly because her 
brother played baseball and her  
sister played softball. “It was kind 
of like a family sport, and my dad 
always coached me and pushed 
me into the sport,” she said. This 
is her sixth year on the team. 

Pratt said that her two posi-
tions are both quite demanding. 
“Pitching is kind of a lot of mental 
toughness, because you have to 
learn each pitch, and you control the 
entire game as a pitcher,” she said.

As a co-captain of the 
team, Pratt wanted the team to 
make it to the tournament. Pratt 
hoped to make it to the Class B 
Championship, which the team 
has made for the past four years. 

Before finding out whether 
or not the team would make it she 
said, “We just need to work on our 
hitting,” she said, “because from 
the moment I saw this team’s first 
practice, I knew we’d be able to 
go all the way and that we’d be 
a strong team. The only thing 
is when we fall short mentally. 
I really just want to show those 

younger players like ‘Hey, you 
can make it to the finals!’ or ‘Hey, 
you can do it!’ and that we’re good 
enough to beat those other teams 
that everyone is scared of.” Pratt 
said she wants the newer players 
to get a taste of what finals are like.

As she looks back on her high 
school softball career, Pratt said 
her favorite memory of the team 
is when they won the New England 
Championships in her freshman 
year. “It was kind of like this big 
thing that was building up to that, 
and it was a huge deal because we 
won at home, on the turf, against 
a really good team,” she said. 

She talked about how 
she wanted to experience that 
joy again. “I kind of want that 
feeling again, in my senior year, 
just to make it seem complete. 
That would be amazing,”she said. 

Committed to Keene State 
College, Pratt intends on playing 
softball on her college team.

 “I’m really excited about 
both what the future has in store 
for me in terms of playing soft-
ball, and for the KO team,” said 
Pratt. “This team has shaped 
me into the player that I am.  
And all of my teammates’ support 
as well as our overall team cama-
raderie has helped shape me into 
the person I want to be.” 

Issie Pratt   Ryan 
Albanesi

Baseball comes back after early 
season struggles, beats WMA 7-4

The varsity baseball team 
finished the season 8-10, after their 
last game did not end up going the 
way they hoped. The team played 
Loomis Chaffee on Saturday 
May 20, and looked to secure 
one last win for the departing 
seniors, but instead lost 9-7.

On Friday, May 12, the team 
traveled to The Gunnery School. 
Until the third inning, the game 
was scoreless; then KO scored 
eight runs in a row. The Gunnery 
was never able to come back, so 
KO walked away with an 11-2 win. 

On Monday, May 15, the 
Wyverns hosted Wilbraham and 
Monson Academy for senior 
day. The team scored early in the 
first inning, again in the third, 
and finally, capped off a five-
run inning in the fourth to with-
stand Wilbraham and Monson’s 
late four-run push in the sixth 
inning. Junior catcher Mark 
Place, senior Drew Nemirow, 

and senior Alex Cahill all scored 
runs. The final score was 7-4.

“Nemirow has been a 
consistent hitter all year,” said 
sophomore pitcher Evan Moore, 
and he was on senior day going 
2-3, with two hits and two runs 
scored. Other seniors, such as  
Cahill, Trevor Krupp, Clayton 
Barnes, and Spencer Altman, 
all chipped in to carry the load.

Moore and junior pitcher 
Ben Tauber threw a beautiful game, 
giving up only five combined hits. 
Moore pitched five innings and 
threw nine strikeouts ,while Tauber 
pitched two innings and threw 
three strikeouts. Both of them 
only walked five batters as well.  

Moore said the team had 
their struggles in the beginning 
of the year, but the coaches really 
helped them push through and go 
on a couple of winning streaks. 

“Place has been great behind 
the plate all year, and Tauber has 
done a great job of putting the 
ball in the play,” said Moore. 

Freshman Justin Barron 
said the team’s goal was to 
be above .500, which did not 
end up happening. “We didn’t 
have good relief pitching, and 
that hurt us,” said Barron. 

Barnes said the season 
hasn’t consisted of signifi-

cant highs, but added, “We are 
building momentum towards 
the end of the season, and that 
is always a good thing.” Barnes 
said it’s been a good last season, 
but the record could have been 
better. “It’s all good fun,” he said. 

Tauber thought the season 

went well. “Our strengths were 
that Evan Moore throws the 
ball very well. He keeps us in 
tough games. Drew and Mark 
are very consistent players,” 
said Tauber. Some of their other 
goals were to beat AOF (which 
they did) and  to win Founders. 

by Sean James ’19

Junior catcher Mark Place hits the ball to center field and begins to run to first base. Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18. 

Senior Co-Captain Ryan 
Albanesi may have just finished 
his last season of KO tennis, but 
his love of the sport, his leadership 
abilities, and, most important, the 
wisdom he gave to the younger 
players will live on forever. 

He started playing tennis 
when he was quite young, but it 
was never something serious. In 
seventh grade however, when 
Albanesi came to KO, his passion 
for the sport skyrocketed. One 
year later, he made the deci-
sion to join the varsity team. 

“I think from the begin-
ning I knew from having Mr. 
Krugman as my history teacher 
and soccer coach that I wanted 
to play tennis with him as my 
coach,” he said, “so in that sense 
he was definitely part of my 
inspiration for joining the team.”

As the years went on, Alba-
nesi learned to love one thing: 
the individual aspect of tennis. “I 
love that if I lose,” he said,  “it’s 
completely on me. And if I win, 
it’s because I earned it. I love 
that everything on court is in my 
control and a lot of the time the 

difference between winning and 
losing is just how hard I work.”

Boys  Vars i ty  Tenn i s 
Head Coach Andrew Krugman 
portrayed Albanesi as calm, 
collected, and cool. He is a good 
leader by example, always repre-
sents the team well, and plays 
really well, Coach Krugman said. 

Agreeing with most of what 
his coach said, it is clear that 
Albanesi is fully aware of how he 
influenced the team as a captain. 

“I think I have more 
responsibilities than just winning 
games,” he said. “I try and lead 
by example by not getting super 
emotional or angry at just one 
point or one game.” Albanesi 
also said that he hoped to teach 
the younger players how to 
behave with class and integrity.

C o a c h  K r u g m a n 
pointed out that Albanesi has 
the ability to stay calm in 
stressful situations. According 
to Albanesi, it’s just instinct. 

“I don’t consciously try to 
stay calm during matches,” he 
said. “It’s just sort of who I am 
as a person and a competitor.” He 
also said it’s his trick to winning. 
“I just try and power on even if 
I’m frustrated or not playing well, 
because I don’t want my oppo-
nent to know how I’m feeling.”

Last weekend, May 20-21, 
was the last time Albanesi played 
in the Wyvern uniform. He left 
everything he had on the court 
with, according to Albanesi, the 
best doubles partner anyone could 
possibly ask for, sophomore Luke 
Riemann. “We did great stuff in 
doubles against Groton and Deer-
field before just getting outgunned 
against Taft in the finals,” he said. 

Albanesi will not be playing 
tennis competitively at Tufts 
University next year, but he said he 
may join their club team. His love 
for the sport will continue to draw 
him into the game. “I think it would 
be really great to keep playing 
tennis even as I grow older…it’s 
a really special sport and I’ve met 
some great people because of it.”

Albanesi said Coach Krug-
man’s influence on him was 
unforgettable. “He was actu-
ally a large reason I decided to 
stay at KO for high school,” said 
Albanesi, “and he’s just been 
the definition of a classy, hard-
working, intelligent, and helpful 
coach and adult in my life.” 

Despite his not being on 
the team next year, his posi-
tive influence on the younger 
players will stay. “He’s every-
thing you ever wanted from a 
captain,” Coach Krugman said.
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The boys varsity tennis team, 
for yet another year, has finished 
their season off on a high note. 

The second half of their 
season started with a tough loss, 
but that did not stop the team’s 
determination. The match took 
place on Tuesday,  May 9, at Taft, 
a team that had been undefeated. 

KO went into the match 
strong and had several well 
played doubles matches. Senior 
co-captain Matt Lord and junior 
Will Appleton demolished their 
opponents in the No. 1 doubles 
match and took home an 8-2 win. 

Senior co-captain Ryan 
Albanesi and sophomore Luke 
Riemann were able to defeat their 
opponents with a score of 8-6 
in the very close No. 2 doubles 
match. Taft then won the 3, 4, 
5, and 6 singles matches which 
meant that even when Lord 
and Riemann won in straight 

sets, KO would lose to Taft 4-3. 
Two days later, on Thursday, 

May 11, the team traveled to Berk-
shire School in Massachusetts. 
Head coach Andrew Krugman 
described the game as one of the 
best in the season. “We had a really 
good day against them,” he said. 

“They have a good team and 
I think we played really well against 
them.” Due to time problems, the 
singles matches played first. “We 
swept them,” said coach Krugman. 

Even though some matches 
were tough, the Wyverns were able 
to pull through with a 6-0 win.

Up next was the Southern 
New England Tennis League 
tournament on Saturday, May 
13. Unfortunately, the boys 
were not able to show off their 
skills against the other seven 
teams when an unexpected rain 
storm canceled the tournament. 

The following week, on 
Wednesday, May 17, the boys 
traveled to Salisbury School. There 
was only one match that did not 
go as planned, and the boys won 
in the end with a score of 6-1.

Coach Krugman praised 
Lord for his skills on and off the 
court. “Matt Lord has been remark-
able,” he said. “He’s a special 
player, a great kid, and a great 
teammate.” He also mentioned 
seniors Albanesi, Jeffrey Baker, 
and Co-captain Brian Gould 

as being “terrific” in terms of 
leadership and tennis abilities.

As the team was preparing 
for the New England tourna-
ment, there were several key 
skills to work on in practice. One 
of these was “working on the 
approach to playing tennis,” said 
Coach Krugman. He said that it is 
important to learn how to ignore 
distractions around the court. 

As soon as a player gets 
distracted, their game can get 
ruined, he said. Physical distrac-

“We don’t know 
where we’re going 
yet, but we’re 
going to go big.” 
- Coach Krugman

Boys tennis takes 2nd in N.E.
by Kyle Zimmerman ’18

tions can affect a match nega-
tively, but more common than 
not, emotional distractions are 
what lead players to a loss.

This was very important for 
the Wyverns as they headed into the 
New England tournament because 
according to Coach Krugman, 
the competition is always fierce. 

KO fought hard and defeated 
Groton 4-0 on Saturday  allowing 
them to advance to the quarterfi-
nals. Then, the Wyverns beat Deer-
field 4-1, moving on to the finals. 

Junior Will Appleton serves during a match at Deerfield Academy. Photo by Nat Bates’18.

Unfortunately, after a hard 
battle  KO ultimately lost to Taft 
4-2. Mr. Krugman said that Lord 
and Appelton played well in 
doubles and Lord and Reimann 
both won their singles matches. 
“We fought really hard, but it 
just wasn’t enough against Taft, 
which is the deepest team in 
New England,” Coach Krugman 
said. Lord remarkably finished 
his KO career 120-3 in singles. 
The tennis team will  dearly miss 
Lord, Albanesi, Baker, and Gould. 

Girls lacrosse beats Hopkins, Kent 
to finish season with 9-7 record
by Kush Kataria ’20

The girls varsity lacrosse 
team faced Westover School on 
Wednesday, May 10, and the team 
defeated Westover 17-3. While 
the Westover girls worked hard 
throughout the game, the Wyverns 
were able to control the ball and the 
tempo from the first whistle, with 
goals from nine different players. 

The girls faced The Loomis 
Chaffee School on Monday, May 
8, and while the score might not 
reflect it, the defense played very 
well, making numerous stops 
on turnovers and goalie saves. 

However, turnovers in 

transition and in the offensive 
end gave the Pelicans too many 
chances that resulted in a 14-4 loss.

Head Coach Timothy 
Allerton said that the team is doing 
well, but they have thrown away 
two games that they should have 
won. “We were good enough to 
win, but made just enough mistakes 
to lose,” Coach Allerton said.

One of these losses was 
against Pomfret. Many of the 
girls mentioned that this was 
disappointing because it was 
the first game of the season, so 
not everything was perfected. “I 
think if we played them later in 
the season we wouldn’t have let 

the game get away from us in 
the last few seconds.” said junior 
defense player Olivia Rossi. 

He also said that beating 
Berkshire at the last minute on 
Friday, April 28, was a good win 
for the team. “It was a significant 
moment because it showed the team 
that they were capable of being a 
good team,” Coach Allerton said. 

Senior co-captain attack 
player Isabel Kaufman said that 
the team is doing pretty well 
so far, since they weren’t sure 
how the season was going to go 
considering their defensive line 
was lost. “The coach we had 
freshman year came back, which 
has been super helpful in building 
our defense,” Kaufman said. 

Coach  Al l e r ton  sa id 
that the team plays like a 
team and the scoring is very 
balanced across the offense. 
“We don’t rely on one person 
to score,” Coach Allerton said. 

Senior Co-captain goalie 
Celia Jarmoc said that the team has 
learned how to work as a true team. 
She said that she thinks the strength 
of the team is in the attacking end. 
“We are able to settle the ball and 
talk and set plays,” Jarmoc said. 

She also said that commu-
nication is key. “Being able to 
work together on the defensive 
end and make sure we are all on 
the same page is key,” Jarmoc said. 

Kaufman said that the 
team has been working a lot to 

improve our clears and tran-
sitioning the ball up the field, 
as our midfielders get tired. 

“We weren’t  as good 
in beginning of year moving 
the ball up the field, but we 
got a lot better,” she said.

Coach Allerton said that 
the team needs to improve upon 
ground balls and winning the ball 
off the draw. He also said that 
the defenders need to improve 
their stick skills and transitions. 

He also mentioned that the 
team lost four defenders due to 
graduation, which affected the 
transition of getting the ball from 
the defense to the attack zone.

He said that the goal of the 
team was to have a record over 
.500 as well as have the defense 
mature and become more confi-
dent in all phases of the game. He 
said that the team has different 
standout players each game.

Kaufman agreed and said 
that the team works really hard 
as a unit. “A few years ago as a 
sophomore, there was one girl that 
scored all the goals for the team, 
but this year different people 
score each game,” Kaufman said. 

Kaufman also said that 
the team definitely belongs in 
Founders League and the team 
is able to compete against all 
teams. “Other than the small 
things, we want to have a good 
record and play good against 
future teams,” Kaufman said.

KO midfielder Julia Lanteri defends against Berkshire attack during KO’s 
12-11 victory over the Bears. Photo by David Newman ’80.

“This year was 
such a pivotal 
year because we 
really aimed to 
transform the 
way people see 
the girls lacrosse 
program and we 
definitely accom-
plished this goal.” 
       – Olivia Rossi

R o s s i  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
team’s play this year improved 
the reputation of the squad. 

“This year was such a 
pivotal year because we really 
aimed to transform the way 
people see the girls lacrosse 
program and we definitely accom-
plished this goal,” said  Rossi. 

Junior defense player Eliza 
Charette  said she  loved how 
well the team played together 
throughout the season. “We knew 
our team would be athletic,” she 
said, “but we could have never 
expected how well we would play 
as a team at every game,” she said.  
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Girls track and field places first 
at New Englands, boys fight hard 

The girls and boys track 
and field teams had a very 
strong finish to their season, 
even though they competed 
against many larger schools.

The girls won the New 
England Championships, held at 
Cheshire Academy on Saturday, 
May 20, with standout perfor-
mances from many athletes. Senior 
Co-captain Kayla Glemaud placed 
second in shotput with a put of of 
35’0.5” (a personal best). Senior 
Sam March won first in the long 
jump and triple jump, setting a 
school record for the triple jump of 
36’8”. She also placed second in the 
100 with a time of 13.31 seconds, 
and was named Meet MVP.  

Junior co-captain Emma 
Oulette came in second for the 
long jump with a season best of 
15’10.75”. Senior co-captain 
Laura Polley placed sixth in 100 
and 300 hurdles (with times of 
18.85 and 51.71 seconds). She 
also placed fifth in the triple 
jump, with a distance of 31’2”.  

Freshman Ainsley Vaughn 
won the 200 and the 400, setting 
school records for both (25.71 
and 58.06 seconds, respectively). 
The girls also placed first in the 
4 x 100  meter relay, with a team 
consisting of junior Desiree Davis, 
Vaughn, March, and Glemaud. 
Davis, Glemaud, Oulette, and 
Vaughn also placed first in the 4 
x 400 meter relay with a time of 
4:10.73, creating a meet record.   

The boys placed 24th at the 
New Englands, although the 4 x 
100 relay team  ran a season best of 
45.89 seconds, placing 14th. Junior  
co-captain Keegan Toland earned 
eighth place in shotput with a put 
of 42’6.50”. He also placed tenth 

in javelin with a throw of 128’02”. 
Junior Varun Tankala placed fifth in 
the 800 meters with a time of 2:06. 

Many of the athletes went 
into the meet with a positive 
attitude. “With our last meet 
on Saturday, I am confident 
that we are all ready to perform 
better than we have all season,” 
Toland said before the meet. 

The Founders Champion-
ship meet was held at Taft on 
Saturday, May 13. March placed 
second in the 100 with a time of 
13.41, Vaughn, placed second in 
the 200 and won the 100, and Davis 
placed fifth in the 800. Sophomore 
Erin Bowen and Polley placed 
seventh and ninth, respectively,  
in the 300 hurdles with relatively 
fast times despite the wind gusts. 

For  the  boys ,  junior 
co-captain Trey Taylor and junior 
Will Beerbower ran the 400 and 
placed 10th and 11th. Sophomore 
Coltrane Joseph and Tankala ran 
the 800 and placed ninth and 
10th with times of 2:07.05 and 
2:08.00. Freshman James Amell 
jumped 32’7” in the triple jump. 

On Wednesday, May 3, the 
team went to the Conard track 
to compete against Williston 
Northampton School, Mill-
brook, and Watkinson. The boys 
team placed second, scoring 69 
points, and the girls team also 
placed second, just 10 points 
behind Williston Northampton. 

The girls relay in the 4 x 100 
meters placed first with a time of 
52.1 seconds. It was a close race 
with Williston, but the girls were 
able to outkick them at the end. In 
the 1500, eighth-grader Abigail 
Fernald placed second with a 
time of 5 minutes. 39.5 seconds. 

Vaughn won the 400 in a 
time of 61.7 seconds and beat out 

the Williston Northampton girl 
by almost seven seconds. March 
and sophomore Sydni Jett placed 
first and fourth with times of 12.6 
and 13.2, respectively. The 300 
meter hurdles was a tight race, 
but Bowen passed a Williston 
Northampton girl and won by 0.6 
seconds. Vaughn placed first in the 
200 with a time of 26.7 and the 
girls 4 x 400 placed first by 21 secs.

On the boys side, the 4 x 100 
team placed third in the closest 
race of the day with a time of 
47.8, just 0.6 seconds away from 
the Millbrook team. Taylor had 
a solid 400 race in 54.1  seconds 
and eighth-grader Jeffrey Davis 
placed second in the 100 with a 
time of 11.3 seconds. The boys 
4 x 400 team finished less than 
three seconds behind Williston 
Northampton to snag second place. 

The field events on both the 
boys and girls teams were quite 
impressive that day. Glemaud 
threw 30 ft., 1 inch in shot put while 
senior Amanda Civitello threw 21’ 
8”. Glemaud, Civitello, and Fernald 
all placed in the top five in discus. 

Junior Amiya Young, the 
only high jumper for the girls team, 
jumped 3’1” and placed second. 
Long jump was another successful 
event for the girls. March jumped 
15’4” and placed first, while Jett 
and Davis placed third and fourth. 

Toland once again won 
all of the throwing events. He 
threw 44’8” in shot put, 121’11” 
in discus, and 125’9” in javelin. 
Other notable throwers that day 
were senior co-captain Jack Barry, 
who placed second in javelin and 
fourth in shotput, and senior Jack 
Antico who threw 98’6” in javelin. 

The team had a lot of success 
early in the season which may have 
contributed to the overall team-

work and spirit. Toland explained 
how that success helped him. 
“It’s a great feeling knowing we 
could do well that early on and it 
just made everyone more excited 
to work hard in practice and see 
where it could take us,” he said. 

The following week on 
Wednesday, May 10, the teams 
traveled once again to Conard 
where they would compete 
against Cheshire Academy 
and several other schools. 

In the 100 for the boys, Davis 
ran a time of 10.8 seconds and 
placed first by only 0.1 second. He 
then won the 200 with a time of 23.7 
seconds, while Joseph and Beer-
bower followed right behind him. 

Tankala ran a quick 800 with 
a time of 2:08.5. Antico battled a 
Watkinson runner in the 1500 but 
was not able to catch him in the end. 
Senior special guest runner Noah 
Hawks-Ladds also ran the 1500 and 
placed third with a time of 5:05.2, 
just three seconds behind Antico. 

A talented thrower from 
Cheshire Academy was able to 
place first in all the throwing 

Boys golf swings back from 
rough patch to win Keyes Plate 

The varsity boys golf team 
looks to use their momentum 
from winning the Keyes Plate 
in their last two upcoming 
tournaments  of  the  year. 

T h e  b o y s  h a v e  t h e 
Founders League tournament to 
prepare for first and afterwards 
they will have their own tour-
nament to finish off the year. 

Sophomore Garth Swanson 
said the boys forgot how to play 
golf for a little bit but they picked 
up towards the end of the season. 
“We finished out strong on our 
last match and we brought home 
the Keyes Plate,” said Swanson. 
Senior Ben Putterman shot an 
outstanding 34, which carried 
the team to victory, Swanson 
said. Swanson said eighth-grader 

Henry Krieble is a very strong 
golfer and helps balance the team.

Senior Mike Loughran said 
the team went through a pretty 
rough stretch of only two wins 
in four matches. “We just won 
the Keyes Plate, and we want to 
use that momentum to win these 
last two tournaments. Loughran 
said Swanson and Putterman 
have really picked up their game 
as of late and it has really helped 
the team. “The process is a very 
real thing and you have to trust 
it. Always,” said Loughran. 

Putterman says there are 
always good weeks and bad 
weeks, but you have to just trust 
the process and push through.

The team beat Berkshire on 
Wednesday, May 10, in a tourna-
ment that also included Hotchkiss. 
The top scoring KO player that day 

was Swanson, who ended with a 73. 
The team shot a team total 

of 201 on Wednesday, May 17, 
at the Keyes Plate tournament, 
topping Hopkins with 205, Kent 
with 215, and Trinity Pawling 
with 224. Putterman managed 
to shoot par, 34, and helped the 
team sneak past Hopkins. Other 
strong players that day included 
Loughran, who shot a 40, and 
senior David Yandow, who shot 41. 

Before that, the team lost 
to Northfield Mount Hermon and 
Wilbraham and Monson Academy. 
Head Coach Scott Dunbar said 
the course was hard and it was 
a very cold and rainy day so the 
conditions were hard to play in.

“The team consists of four 
seniors: David Yandow, Jacob 
Brown, Ben Putterman, and 
Michael Loughran,” said Head 

Coach Dunbar. “The seniors 
didn’t have a lot of experience 
coming in, but they learned. As a 
team we really didn’t have a lot of 
experience. We are peaking toward 
the end, which is a good thing. 
Players such as Swanson, Krieble 

and sophomore James Amenta 
have done a very nice job.”

The team finished their 
season on Wednesday, May 24, by 
hosting the KO Invitational at Oak 
Ridge Golf Club, but the results 
were unavailable at press time

Senior Jacob Brown drives the ball in a recent game. Photo by David Newman 
’80.

by Sean James ’19

by Kyle Zimmerman ’18

Sophomore Ellis Winfree runs hurdles i n the JV Founders League Champion-
ships. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19

events, but Toland placed second. 
Amell placed first in triple jump 
with a distance of 33’5.5” and 
junior Kian Issari placed second.

The girls were also very 
strong that day. March placed first 
in the 100 with a time of 12.9 and 
Bowen placed third with a time 
of 13.8. Vaughn won the 200 and 
Young placed fourth with times 
of 25.9 and 31.0, respectively. 

Ouellette and Davis ran 
the 800 and placed first and 
second. Both the 4x100 and 
4x400 girls relays placed first. 

The KO girls won all of the 
field events that day. Civitello and 
Glemaud threw every event. Civi-
tello threw 68’4” in discus and 
placed third. Fernald won javelin 
by a good margin and Glemaud won 
shot put with a distance of 28’10”. 

Head Coach Alex Kraus 
specifically pointed out March’s 
triple jump. March set a new 
school record by jumping a 
distance of 36’3”. Polley finished 
right behind her with a distance 
of 32’7” and sophomore Alessia 
Caruso finished third (21’6”). 
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