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On Friday May 25, 87 KO 
students received their high school 
diplomas and bid their last farewell 
to teachers and fellow classmates, 
while hearing some great final 
advice from Keynote Speaker and 
creative arts teacher Greg Scranton. 

The event started at 10:30 
a.m. with the soon to be graduates 
walking in and taking their seats. 

History teacher Ted Levine 
welcomed everyone with a speech, 
followed by senior Eliza Charette 
who introduced Mr. Scranton. 
After Mr. Scranton delivered 
his words of advice, Head of 
School Dennis Bisgaard said a 
few words and joined Associate 
Head of School Natalie Demers 
to hand out diplomas to each 
of the students in the class of 
2018. History teacher Rob Kyff 
closed the ceremony with a final 
congratulations to all the seniors. 

The KO Orchestra and 

Concert  Choir  performed. 
Executive Assistant to Head 

of School Sherri Malinoski was 
responsible for coordinating the 
entirety of Commencement. She 
worked with Building and Grounds 
as well as Sage Dining to help make 
everything run smoothly. “It’s a lot 
of work but for me it’s the most 
exciting time of the year,” she said.

The senior class had to 
choose a faculty member to 
speak at their graduation. This 
year’s vote went to Mr. Scranton. 

Mr. Scranton said that he 
was surprised that he was chosen 
and was humbled to have the 
opportunity to speak at gradua-
tion. “I felt completely honored 
and overwhelmed at the pros-
pect of delivering a speech to 
that many people,” he said. “The 
writing process was incredibly 
exciting and nerve wracking.” 

He said he knew he couldn’t 
turn down the offer. “I knew I had 
to say yes because I ask my students 

to take risks and do new things 
everyday in classes,” Mr. Scranton 
said. “How could I turn down the 
opportunity to do something new, 
to be vulnerable at their request?” 

The theme of Mr. Scran-
ton’s speech was the idea of being 
a lifelong learner. “It was about 
trying new things, having new 
experiences, constantly learning 
and appreciating new perspec-
tives,” he said. “Whether that is 
listening to new music, watching 
a new film, reading a book that 
at first seemed an odd choice.” 

He said that he could relate 
well to the seniors, but his story 
was nevertheless unique in terms 
of the path that he took from 
middle school through high school 
to college and to now. “The path 
is not dissimilar to the one that 
the current seniors are taking,” he 
said. “I went to school here, I had 
teachers that they had, so I felt like 
my story is a relatable one to them.” 

Mr. Scranton started by 

giving a surreal description of the 
old  KO Middle School, where 
he grew up. “I can still hear the 
creaking stairs, each and every 
one of them would groan under 
the weight of passing students.  
The treacherous outdoor catwalk 

that grew icicles the size of saber-
toothed tigers in the winter,” he said.

He recalled some of the 
teachers and experiences he had at 
KO, where he began his journey 

Senior prom night shines bright
by Benjamin Poulios ’19

Senior Prom was held on 
Sunday, May 20, from 6:30 p.m. 
to 11:30 p.m. at The Pond House 
Ballroom in Elizabeth Park in 
West Hartford. The theme for this 
year’s prom was “Under the Stars.” 

Prom invitations were 
handed out at a form breakfast. 
The invitations were a midnight 
blue with gold stars, letters, and 
constellations on them. The deco-
rations at the prom breakfast were 
inspired by the theme. There was 
star confetti scattered on the table 
with blue and gold balloons tied 
to each table. The tables were 
covered in dark blue table cloths. 
The seniors were served break-
fast sandwiches, bagels, and fruit.

non-alcoholic beverages like 
soda and strawberry lemonade. 
For the main course, party-goers 
could choose between chicken, 

steak and a vegetarian option. 
For dessert,  they were served a 
flour-less choclate cake with a 
berry sauce. Later on in the night, 

grilled cheese sandiwches were 
prepared for the hungry dancers. 

The party didn’t start 
until 6:30 p.m., but parents 
could take pictures on the senior 
green starting at 5:45 p.m.

Students said they really 
enjoyed the dance. “I was really 
excited about prom,” senior 
Maitland Bailey said. “I was 
going with someone who I’ve 
known since kindergarten and 
I got to hang out with all of my 
friends who I love,” she said 

Senior Anthony Melody 
said he agreed that prom was 
great. “It was definitely something 
I looked forward to for a couple 
years because it was like the last 
time all the seniors got together 
before graduation,” he said.

At the prom, food was served 
in four courses: hors d’oeuvres, 
salad, main course, and dessert-
There was also a bar which served 

Continued on page 28. 

Greg Scranton ’94 stresses life-
long learning to class of 2018

The class of 2018 dines in style at this year’s Senior Prom, held at the Pond House. Photo by Nell Schwarts ’19.

Creative arts teacher Greg Scranton, the 2018 Commencement speaker, smiles 
for the camera in front of the House. Photo by Taline Norsigian ’19. 
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Henry wins Congressional Award
by Lian Wolman ’19

On Tuesday,  May 1 , 
Congressman John Larson 
presented the Silver Congres-
s i o n a l  Aw a r d  M e d a l  t o 
j u n i o r  M a d i s o n  H e n r y. 

Madison fulfilled goals in 
four areas including voluntary 
public service, personal devel-
opment, physical fitness and 
expedition/exploration to earn 
the award. “It requires you to do 
200 hours of voluntary service, 
100 hours of personal devel-
opment, 100 hours of physical 

activity and a three-day, two 
night expedition,” Madison said.  

In order to receive the Silver 

Award each participant must 
accomplish these tasks in at least 
a year and log hours each month. 
“You have to do all of the hours in a 
minimum of a year,” Madison said. 

Madison said that she was 
able to fulfill many of the demands 
of the award through the oppor-
tunities KO already requires or 
offers. “The physical activity was 
very easily done through the sports 
requirement at KO,” she said.

She said she also volun-
teered at her summer camp. 

Madison also went on the 
Team Tobati trip to Paraguay 
where she had a meaningful expe-
rience and logged some voluntary 
service hours. “I run a program 
called Team Tobati of which Madi 
was a participant the last couple 
years. Service to the community 
is part of the award thus that is 
how I was involved,” Spanish 
teacher Ronald Garcia said. 

Mr. Garcia was very happy 
to help Madi achieve this big 
award. “We are very proud of Madi 
for getting the award, and she was 
great with Team Tobati,” he said.

For the personal develop-
ment aspect of the award Madison 
went sailing and made GoPro 
videos during the summer. She 
also went to Vermont and worked 

on a farm during the chilly winter 
break. “It was really cold; we had 
to wear a bunch of layers,” she said.

Madison found out about this 
program through a family friend. 
“My mom’s best friend’s step son 
is doing it, and she thought that I 
would probably be able to complete 
most of these hours through 
my normal life,” Madison said. 

Madison also said that 
she decided to participate in this 
program for her own personal 
growth. “I think it was a goal 
for me to help my community 
and also better myself,” she said. 

Dean of Students William 
Gilyard organized a presentation 
for Madison in the hospitality suite 
in the field house during the day as 
an opportunity for the community 
to show support and love for her.

Madison was humbled 
and surprised by the in-person 
presentation. “The congressman’s 
secretary called Mr. G. to setup 
the presentation. I did not know 
they were going to come to KO 
to present it. I thought they were 
just going to send it in the mail 
like they usually do,” she said.

In order to verify Madi-
son’s hours she had advi-
sors who signed off on them. 

“They have certain paper-

work that you have to do, and you 
have to have an advisor for each 
section, so for basketball it was 
Mrs. Bailey and then you just send 
it in to the person who is head of it 
in Congress, and she emailed me 
back with some questions just to 
make sure I was not double dipping 
in some of my hours,” she said. 

Mr. Garcia also had to sign 
off on some of Madison’s hours. 
“I had to sign a form confirming 
that she did the service work 
through Team Tobati,” he said.

M a d i s o n  p l a n s  o n 
continuing her participation with 

“I think it was 
a goal for me to 
help my commu-
nity and also 
better myself.” 
 –Madison 

Henry

KO walks out against gun violence

Correction to April 2018 
editorial “Sex-ed: a must” 

The editorial misstated that the Upper 
School VQV class fails to cover issues 
of consent and rape. Changes have 
been made to the online article to ac-
curately convey the course content of 
VQV, changes which have taken place 
over the last two years.

The Editorial Board apologizes for 
any inaccuracies in the editorial. 

by  Jacob Knowles ’20

On April 20, members 
of the KO community walked 
out onto the senior green for 
17 minutes in honor of the 17 
students killed in a grim shooting 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas  
High School in Parkland, Fla. 

A walkout of this manner 
also happened in other West Hart-
ford schools and was a collec-
tive community effort to show 
support for the families and 
students affected by the tragedy.

High schools all across the 
country held similar events, all 
in an effort to bring attention to 
the various shootings happening 
in America and support the 
peopleswhose lives were affected. 

The walkout was held on 
the senior green at 10:15 a.m. for 
the whole school, so the middle 
school and the high school came 
together in silence.  

For the Upper School this 
occurred 15 minutes into the 
students H period class; they 
were given the choice to go out 
to the senior green and partici-
pate in the walkout, and the same 
held true for faculty members. 

The event consisted of an 
initial 17 minute long silence, 
one minute for each student killed 
in the shooting. After the 17 
minutes of silence, four students 
spoke: sophomores Jacqui Ouel-
lette, Juliana Kulak, Juanita 
Asapokhai, and Anusha Memon, 
who organized the walkout. 

Jacqui, Juliana, and Anusha 
prepared remarks, and Juanita read 
a poem the poem “Letter Begin-
ning with Two Lines by Czelaw 
Milosz” by Matthew Olzmann.

They spoke about the 
shooting at Parkland, the preva-
lence of gun violence in America, 
and how high school students 
can make a difference in all of it. 
After they spoke, classes resumed.

M a n y  s t u d e n t s  l e f t 
their classes to participate  in 
the walkout and show their 
support for the movement. 

D u r i n g  t h e  w a l k o u t 
al l  the s tudents  remained 
silent and showed respect 
for the Parkland students. 

“Overall the amount of 
respect that was shown at the 

For her outstanding athletic performance and exemploary community service  
achievments, Madison Henry was awarded the silver congressional award on 
May 1, in a ceremony pressided  by Mr. Bisgaard . Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

this program. “I am submitting my 
hours for the Gold Medal, and then 
I get to fly down to Washington 
D.C. next April and they will 
present it to me there,” she said.

As part of the program 
Madison needed a general advo-
cate and she asked science teacher 
Clayton Miles to be this. He said 
it was really a no-brainer when 
she asked him. “I am Madi’s 
advocate because I think she is 
an amazing kid. Madi is the kind 
of kid that does the right thing 
when no one is looking. She is 
a friend to everybody,” he said.

walkout was beautiful,” said 
Jacqui. “I was overwhelmed by 
the support.” Students and faculty 
members came out and participated. 

Although major school 
events such as the walkout 
are usually organized by the 
school or the faculty, in this 
case, it was completely run 
and organized by students. 

“The only part I had in 
organizing it was them coming 
to talk to me to approve it,” said 
Dean of Students William Gilyard.  

They were motivated to do 
this at KO because of the issue 
of gun violence in America, 
specifically in high schools. “Gun 
violence in schools is a very 
serious issue,” said Juliana, “an 
issue that affects students directly.”

In the recent past, specifi-
cally this year and last year, 
the prevalence of school shoot-
ings and the severity of them 
in high schools has increased. 

Kingswood Oxford has 
even begun to recognize this 
and is taking different safety 
precautions to keep students 
safe. The other factor of their 
reason to set up the walkout was 
to honor the students who died 
in the shooting, and to give KO 
students a voice in all the tragedy. 

Students welcomed the 
walkout with open arms, “Gun 
violence is a problem in the United 
States,” said sophomore Ben 
Zamstein. “The walkout was a great 
way for our community to come 
together and support the cause.” 

Students mourn the lives of those lost in school shootings and protest against lax gun laws. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.
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The way the current Upper School 
schedule is set up leaves no passing time 
between classes. When one class technically 
ends the next one really begins, so teachers 
are meant to let students out of class about 
five minutes before the period actually ends. 
Students are rarely actually afforded these 
five minutes and must run from class to 
class without getting a moment to breathe, 
but the KO News believes that there are two 
simple solutions for remaining on schedule. 

Since each class only meets three 
times a week it is important for teachers to 
keep their classes focused and attentive, but 
during class it is very easy to get consumed 
by the material and forget about time. 

A bell would solve this issue 
and prevent students from getting 
marked tardy by their following teacher.

Students and teachers would not need 
to look at the clock to know when to move 
on to their next period because a bell would 
sound as a reminder to pack up and leave. 

We believe this bell should sound 
five minutes before the period offi-

Never saved by the bell
cially ends just as a reminder to the 
teachers to wrap up their final remarks 
and avoid overlapping another class.

Often during the last five minutes 
of class most of the students are already 
checked out, so these final moments of 
cramming in last minute information are 
not very beneficial in the long run. Some of 
us need a little break between classes, and if 
we could take a moment in between classes 
to rejuvenate then we would be ready to sit 
and refocus our energy into another subject. 

 We believe that if it is not possible 
to set up a practical bell system throughout 
the Upper School then there is another 
reasonable fix that is less disrupting. 

If teachers are just more conscience 
about the time and letting students out 
with sufficient time to walk to their next 
commitment then bells are not needed. 

We believe that these few minutes 
between periods would make the entire day 
run much smoother, allow each class to begin 
on time and give each student a moment 
to relax on their walk between periods. 

Every school has clubs and activi-
ties that the student body can take part 
in, but I would venture to say that KO’s 
opportunities are varied and enriching. The 
KO administration implements numerous 
programs and initiatives to improve student 
life and the school overall and within the 
past years, KO has been bringing intern-
ship and job opportunities to the students. 

Assistant Director of College 
Advising Peggy Clark and math Deparment 
Chair Sandy Goss partnered to create unique 
chances for students to dip their toes into 
different career paths and learn about jobs. 
“We wanted to bring internship and shadow 
opportunities to the students because it 
seems that they have no true sense of what 
options are out there for them or what blends 
well with their interests,” Ms. Goss said. 

In the past KO has organized a “career 
walk” which allows students from not only 
KO but from neighboring private schools in 
the area to walk around West Hartford Center 
and meet with business owners and entre-
preneurs to discuss different career paths. 

Last year’s walk met with employees 
of Grants and learned about the restaurant 
industry as well as meeting with Charles 

Schwab to learn about investing. Ms. 
Goss said that while the students are not 
likely to leave the walk knowing exactly 
what they want to do with their career 
they will get some exposure which is the 
whole initiative behind these programs. 

Kingswood partners with Junior 
Achievement (JA), a national non profit 
organization whose mission state-
ment is “to inspire and prepare young 
people to succeed in a global economy.” 

Partnering up with this organi-
zation has been instrumental in the 
creating and bringing of these intern-
ship opportunities to the KO campus. 

“They have set  up a ton of 
shadow programs for the students 
and has helped us network with busi-
ness owners around Hartford County to 
produce these programs” Ms. Goss said. 

JA even brought specialists in HR 
from nearby companies to come and teach 
students interview skills as well as how to 
build a resume. These skills are extremely 
important for students to learn and master 
and JA has brought various beneficial 
programs to KO, many of which the 
students have found great success from.   

KOareers
KO’s website boldly advertises 

that 90 percent of seniors choose to take 
at least one Advanced Placement (AP) 
class, from the 17 AP classes KO offers.

For many KO students, these 
AP exams — the source of much pain, 
suffering, and stress — have recently 
come to an end. However, students are not 
yet free from the College Board, its stan-
dardized tests and its anxiety-profiteering.

It is safe to say that the College 
Board, a “non-profit” organization, dedi-
cated to expanding “access to higher 
education,” plays a significant role in not 
only KO students’ but all high schoolers’ 
lives. The organization is responsible for 
such dreaded acronyms as the SAT and 
SAT Subject Tests, PSAT/NMSQT, AP 
exams, a pre-AP program called Spring-
Board, an Accuplacer test, and the College 
Level Examination Program (CLEP).      

The entire college application and 
admissions process is centered around these 
“products,” churned out from Vesey Street, 
New York City. Despite the relatively recent 
emergence of the ACT as a main competitor 
to the College Board’s SAT, many colleges 
still require applicants to submit SAT 
Subject test scores. AP exams and their 
offering of potential college credits are run 
exclusively through the College Board. 

The College Board assigns a 
disproportionate amount of impor-
tance to its tests to ensure that they are 
a centerpiece in college applications.

As I mentioned before, the College 
Board engages in a kind of “anxiety-
profiteering,” meaning that the “non-
profit” creates hugely significant tests, 
emphasizes their importance, and profits 
off of students’ stress and anxiety.

The College Board sells prep books 
for all its exams. For instance, it sells 
“The Official SAT Study Guide (2018 
Edition)” for $28.99,“The Official Study 
Guide for all SAT Subject Tests Second 
Edition” for $23.99 and individual prep 
books for each SAT Subject for around $20.

In fact, an entire industry of test-prep 
companies flourishes off of standardized 
testing and student trepidation. Beyond 
offering prep books, flash cards and other 
study material, several of these companies 
offer extremely expensive private tutoring 
programs ranging from $299 to over $800. 

In fact, KO works closely with a 
company called “Summit Educational 
Group.” The organization runs the KO admin-

istration of the PACT as well as the PPSAT 
for sophomores, sends representatives to talk 
to students at various “College Nights” and 
also offers an SAT prep class for over $600.

All of these organizations and compa-
nies — from third-party prep companies 
to the College Board or ACT themselves 
— serve to beat students into submis-
sion, making them so concerned about 
the ways in which one exam or standard-
ized test will impact their future that they 
succumb to the overwhelming societal, 
educational, and personal pressures to 
purchase these products. As a result, the 
College Board turns a surprising amount 
of profit for being a “non-profit” organi-
zation: close to $200 million according to 
some estimates. This profit-margin comes 
as a result of a government-sponsored 
monopoly of the education “industry.”

However, KO, as a school, cannot 
simply abandon AP exams or discourage 
students from taking the SAT or ACT because 
these “hallmarks” of high school academic 
success are central to the college admis-
sion system and without them, KO students 
might be at a disadvantage. KO is therefore, 
unfortunately, bound by educational norms 
that are far from its control and KO students 
will, for the foreseeable future, be pres-
sured into taking these tests and fueling an 
industry that exploits their desire to succeed.

There is hope, though. While high 
schools like KO are unable to challenge the 
College Board and test prep industry, some 
colleges have begun that process. More than 
800 colleges and universities around the US 
have announced that they are “test-optional,” 
meaning that applicants can choose whether 
or not to submit their SAT or ACT scores. 

As the number of colleges with 
this admission policy rises, students 
will increasingly opt to apply to test-
optional schools, and the entire testing 
industry will lose power and revenue, 
hopefully, forcing a shift in the business 
models of these exploitive companies. 

Colleges are coming to the realization 
that an applicant’s ability to fill in the correct 
bubble or to memorize a bunch of math 
formulas or to regurgitate information into 
an essay or to pay for an expensive private 
tutor are not great determinants of their intel-
ligence, creativity, engagement or passion. 
As a result, many institutions are discarding 
the standardized test as antiquated and, hope-
fully, the ripple effect of these collegiate 
decisions will impact KO in the years to 
come and combat the culture that emphasizes 
test scores to the exclusion of education.

Bored with 
College Board
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What I’ve learned from 23 years at KO

 The school year is 
coming to a close, and although 
this is an exciting time, stress-
levels around campus are visibly 
skyrocketing. I speak to the 
students when I say this, and being 
one, I understand that everyone 
is dealing with mounting work-
loads consisting of tests, papers, 
projects, AP exams, you name it. 

As a result of such daunting 
tasks, we students can become 
easily prone to stressing, specifi-
cally regarding school. I, for one, 
can say with all integrity that I 
have never been more stressed 
about school in my life, and I 
know that I speak for not only 
myself, but for my peers as well. 

Such stress evidently corre-
lates to the grades we receive 
in school, and how instantly 
worried we can become when 
we begin thinking of what would 
happen if our grades were not as 
good as we had hoped or antici-
pated, or worse, if our grades 
were not in accordance with 
expectations set by our parents. 

This ever-growing phenom-
enon has recently been inten-
sified within our campus. The 
more people I talk too, the more 
apprehension and panicking I see. 

While school will always 
be, in some form, stressful and 
overwhelming in nature, it is 
important to take a step back 
and look at the bigger picture. 

When we do this, we realize 
that this amount of weight on 
our shoulders only constitutes 

one month, and that all of high 
school only compounds to four 
years, and that the SAT is just 
one test. Within the greater scope 
of things, high school educa-
tion adds up to only a mere frac-
tion of our lives, certainly not 
enough to make or break a person. 

In fact, the truth of the matter 
is that our grades in high school do 
not define us a people, and do not 
define our futures in the slightest. 
Take some of recent history’s 
greatest visionaries and innovators, 
many of whom who have dropped 
or flunked out of their education. 

American businessman 
David Murdock, for example, 
dropped out of high school 
as a freshman, working at a 
gas station for several years 
before buying his first business, 
which he then sold for profit. 

He has been repeating 
the process for years, and now 
the 95 year old man is worth a 
staggering 2.9 billion dollars. 

A r n o l d  S c h w a r -
zenegger dropped out of high 
school to live out his dream 

As a result of such 
daunting tasks, 
we students can 
become easily 
prone to stressing, 
specifically 
regarding school.

of a  bodybuilding career. 
Now, we know him as an 

actor and a successful politi-
cian. Who would have thought.  
Of course, I do not encourage 
any of our Wyverns to drop out 
of school, or accept a grade that 
they are genuinely unhappy 
with, or even that none of these 
matter; that is not my point at all. 

However, life is long, and 
high school is short in compar-
ison. A bad grade does not 
define one’s capabilities over 
time, it does not ruin potential 
careers, and it certainly should 
not send us into a downward 
spiral of stress and anxiety.

 It should motivate us to 
generate our best work, and nothing 
but. While this is a stressful time 
in our lives, our lives are long, and 
what becomes of us is up to us. 

I bring up those two individ-
uals because according to society, 
based from their high school expe-
riences, they should have never 
been as successful as they were. 

Yet, they were, and there 
are thousands of more examples 
like those out there. Those two 
men prove to us that the four year 
experience we spend so much time 
stressing over, does not and will not 
determine who we will become. 

 When beginning to feel 
the haphazard atmosphere of 
school’s ending weeks, remember 
your strengths, what you’re 
passionate about, and what you 
love. It might appear to be rele-
vant now, or even worth taking 
the time to think about. Trust me 
though, it will be more important. 

Stress from school
by  Michael Autorino ’19

     This June, I’ll walk off 
campus, and for the first time in 
23 years, fail to show up again in 
September. My summer vacation 
will be eternal (the warm weather 
won’t) and though I’m looking 
forward to new adventures, I 
know there are many things that 
I’ll miss, not the least of which 
are the energy, intelligence and 
wit of my students, the support, 
talent and kindness of my incred-
ible colleagues, and the privilege of 
hanging out in classrooms with the 
novels, poems and plays that I love.

Since I’ve been a teacher 
for over thirty years, I thought it 
might be time to switch hats, and 
tell you some of the things that 
I’ve learned in my 23 years at KO.  

#23 - Enthusiasm is crucial: 
It’s not a teacher’s job to enter-
tain, but showing that you love a 
novel, an author or even a math-
ematical formula goes a long 
way toward inspiring attention. 

#22- Teach what you love: 
You can’t be genuinely enthusiastic 
if you don’t love your subject. I will 
miss the experience of watching  
kids read, for the first time, the 
authors, characters and works I 
have come to admire and cherish: 
Hamlet and Hemingway, Faulkner 
and Morrison, Billy Pilgrim and 

Hazel Motes, among others. 
#21 - Less is more: Trying 

to rush through too much mate-
rial is counterproductive. Savor 
the words. Pay attention to details. 

#20 - Students remember 

class, but little of what they learned:  
That’s okay.  Pique interest. Open 
doors. It’s okay not to remember 
all the elements of Toni Morrison’s 
style, as long as you might consider 
reading another one of her books. 
(After all,  for my money, she’s the 
greatest living American writer).

#19 -  The more things 
change, the more they stay the 
same. I started teaching with 
mimeograph machines, moved 
on to copiers, and graduated 
with Google classroom. The 
tools change. The kids…. Not so 
much. Encourage, appreciate and 
support them, and they’ll thrive. 

#18 -  Sometimes, you just 
have to abandon the plan: Once in 
awhile, something else bubbles up 

to the surface. It might be an impor-
tant school or contemporary issue; 
it could just as easily be some-
thing silly and trivial. Embrace 
the moment. Change gears when 
it’s necessary. (Hey Shakespeare 
2017.. Remember Henry V?)

#17 -  The year goes by 
too fast: It’s challenging to get 
through all the material, and I 
always wish I had more time. 

#16 -  Except in February: It 
may LOOK like the shortest month 
of the year, but it’s not. Even with 
eleven snow days and a long 
weekend, February lasts forever. 

#15 -   The New Year, despite 
the calendar, begins in September: 
Another instance of calendar 
hijinks. For me, the new year 
will always begin in September, 
a month characterized by joyful 
reunions, energetic optimism and 
the belief that anything is possible.  

 #14 -  YouTube Fridays 
are (occasionally) an impor-
tant thing: (See #18 above) 

Once in a great while, 
it’s helpful to celebrate and 
acknowledge your students’ 
ine r t i a .  YouTube  Fr idays 
will  get ‘em going again. 

#13 -   Writing parodies 
helps students to appreciate 
style: It’s fun to make fun. You 
can’t make fun of something you 
don’t understand. Case closed. 

#12 -   A good story, at the 
right moment,  is almost always 
a worthwhile interruption: 
Anyone want to hear about the 
time I tried to board an airplane 
with a kitchen carving knife?

#11 -   I  wi l l  never 
not be nervous on Parents 
Night: I don’t know why. It’s 
crazy after all these years. 

#10 -  Thomas Hardy 
isn’t cutting it for contempo-
rary students. #kasprakfail 2003

#9 -  Mr. Kraus is right: 
the most memorable educa-
tion you’ll have in high school 
is  outs ide  the  c lassroom. 

#8 -  Try not to assign a 
new paper before you’ve graded 
the last one:   Until you learn this 
important skill, you’ll drive your-
self and  your students bonkers. 

#7a - It doesn’t matter 
where you go to college, as long 
as it’s a good fit: Contemporary 
society makes this impossible to 
believe before you get there, but 
my experience (as a student, a 
parent and a teacher) has taught me 
that this is absolutely 100% true. 

# 7 b -  T h e r e  a r e 
L O T S  o f  g o o d  f i t s . 

#6-  Teach ing  b reeds 
patience and optimism. Patience 
because, sometimes, the fruits of 
our labor may take months or even 
years to unfold. And optimism, 

Teach what you 
love: You can’t be 
genuinely enthu-
siastic if you don’t 
love your subject. 

because experience has taught 
me that, though the timeline may 
vary, growth invariably happens 
in wonderful and surprising ways. 

#5 -  Shakespeare’s plays 
remain as relevant as ever: On 
this, I could write a book… 
except many others have already 
done it. Shakespeare’s ques-
tions about psychology, human 
nature, history, politics and reli-
gion could not be more timely. 

#4 -   Good writing is good 
thinking: Despite what anyone 
tells you about the modern world, 
it’s never been more important to 
learn to write well. It’s a disci-
pline that will teach you to think. 

#3 -   Kids keep you young: 
Or at least young at heart. The 
body might be another story… 

#2 -    Teaching is a privilege 
and a huge responsibility:  When 
I was younger, I couldn’t believe 
that anyone would trust me with a 
year of their children’s education. 

After I became a parent 
myself, it seemed even more 
staggering.  I’ve always taken 
that seriously. (And so thanks, 
also, to all the great teachers 
that my own kids had here).  

#1 - I sort of fell into 
teaching, but I found the right 
school:  So thank you to ALL 
my students,  advisees and 
colleagues for 23 amazing years.

Michelle Obama was a 
role model and an inspiration. 
She seemed to be the embodi-
ment of the perfect First Lady 
for modern times. In November 
when Melania Trump moved into 
the position of the First Lady, 
I was angry that I would see 
her in the place of my favorite 
member of the political scene. 

It was not that I dislike 
Melania Trump; it was just the 
absence of such a powerful woman 
that made me feel off.  However, 
recent events suggest that Melania 
Trump may have more of a 
voice than I previously thought. 

Her “Be Best” campaign 
struck me as powerful and 
intelligent in a way that is not 
being covered in the media. 
The campaign focuses on the 
harmful effects of social media, 
mostly referring to children. 
Critics were quick to point out 
that her husband frequently uses 
social media in damaging and 
often horrendous ways to which 
the Trumps had no response. 

While the coverage in the 
media was negative, I believe that 
Melania Trump is a smart women. 
It seems that she created this 
campaign as a way to, put plainly, 
take a shot at Donald Trump.

 It is quite possible that “Be 
Better” is the message that she 
wants to send to her husband. She 
publicly stated how much online 
presence means to her, saying, “I 
feel strongly that as adults, we can 
and should ‘be best’ at educating 

our children about the importance 
of a healthy and balanced life.” She 
highlights the importance of adults 
being role models for children.

The media portrays the First 
Lady as a woman of little intelli-
gence. None of the news stations 
have even entertained the notion 
that the irony of this campaign 
is not lost on Melania Trump. 
She found a way to publicly 
send a message to her husband 
without blatantly slandering him.  

For all intents and purposes 
Melania Trump will never have the 
same impact on me as Michelle 
Obama did. However, Melania 
Trump did not sign up to be the 
wife of a politician, especially the 
president of the United States. Due 
to her seeming lack of interest in 
politics, the First Lady had made 
the impression of being irrelevant. 

Probably not purposefully 
she has put herself in a position 
in which she can make statements 
and changes where the media 
suspects nothing more that the 
surface value of the words that 
she says, or actions she takes.

 I hope that I am right 
and I hope that her power 
continues to grow. To have a 
strong woman who is not afraid 
to go head-to-head with Presi-
dent Trump would be a blessing. 

Unfortunately, we cannot 
know the depth of Melania 
Trump’s “Be Better” campaign, or 
if she will grow as a political figure. 
What I do know, is that media 
automatically underestimates the 
power and intentions of women, 
and that should be recognized.

The First Lady
by Jacqui Oullette ’20

by  Meg Kasprak
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Self-care tips for the summer

Hi everyone! It’s hard to 
imagine that we’re pretty much 
done with the school year – can 
you believe it?? For everyone 
taking finals, good luck! You’ll do 
great! Now, welcome back to this 
year’s final edition of getting lit in 
the opinions section with Janvi. 

Today’s topic is some-
thing of a self-care guide for 
this summer, drawn from the 
experiences of yours truly as I 
head into my last high school 
summer vacation. Let’s get into it!

As teen movies and social 
media would have us believe, 
summer is a time of freedom and 
fun for three months straight. 
However, if you’re anything 
like me, the sudden advent of 
summer vacation may leave 
you with a pit in your stomach 
and the feeling of being bereft 
of the constant that is school. 

Don’t make fun of me or 
anything, but sometimes I’ll 
wake up in a cold sweat at 7 
a.m. in the middle of summer 
and think, “Oh my god! I’m 
gonna be late for school!”

Without the constant pres-
sure that we all love to hate during 

the school year – and a lot more 
students feel this than you might 
think! – we may begin to stress 
about work that isn’t relevant or 
doesn’t even exist. I like to call 
this “phantom pressure,” y’know, 
like the feeling of a phantom limb 
that some amputees experience. 
Funny nickname notwithstanding, 
however, phantom pressure really 
puts a damper on my mood.

 I hate stressing about work 
that isn’t even there, and yet I can’t 
help but feel that there’s something 
I should be doing that I’m not! 

Here’s how I deal when the 
feeling gets really overwhelming: 
making a to-do list! Keeping track 
of and organizing all my “tasks” 
helps me stay in control of the 

things I have to and want to do. 
List all of your real commit-

ments and deadlines, but also write 
down every inane little thing you 
can think of. I also include all the 
books I want to read and movies 
I want to watch. Knocking things 
off the list one by one, even if 
they’re tiny in the grand scheme of 
things, helps me corral the anxious 
feeling of “not doing enough.” 

Next, there’s this whole 
idea that summer is all about 
traveling to exotic places or 
visiting the beach every day, 
which is simply unrealistic. 

Many of us don’t have the 
resources or capability to go on 
such trips, which is totally fine! 
And while you may sometimes feel 
disappointed that you’re unable to 
go on a million excursions, there’s 
no reason to let feelings of jeal-
ousy or bitterness overcome you. 

Instead, take advantage of 
what you do have! It is summer, 
after all – get outside and run! Take 
a book and read it on a lawn chair. 

If you have access to a pool 
or a YMCA, go for a swim! Go 
to a concert – the lowest priced 
tickets are usually pretty afford-
able for the XFinity Theater!

Sometimes when I begin 

to feel shut in, instead of fixing 
the problem, I respond by 
becoming even MORE of an 
angry recluse. Isn’t that gross? 

That’s when I make myself 
go outside and take a short walk, 
which helps me feel better or if 
nothing else, helps me refocus 
and stop thinking so negatively 
of myself. And always keep 
in mind that each of us is on  
different paths in life and what’s 
happening in one point of your 
life is never going to match up 
exactly with another person’s 
life. Work with what you’ve got 
and thrive on your own time! 

List all of your 
real commitments 
and deadlines, but 
also write down 
every inane little 
thing you can 
think of. 

Finally, though this is 
super abstract, one thing I really 
want for all of us to do is to 

Growing as a 
person takes tons 
of time and a 
decent amount of 
effort, but summer 
is the perfect time 
for that! 

change. For the better, I mean. 
This doesn’t mean that you have 
to become a new person alto-
gether, not by any measure. 

What I’m saying is that 
if there’s any one thing you do 
over this summer, be kinder to 
yourself and others. Educate 
yourself  on topics you’ve 
always wanted to learn about, 
whether academic or activism. 

Start reflecting on the events 
of the past school year and think 
about what you can do differently 
come fall. Set boundaries and drink 
a lot of water and try your best to 
do better by yourself and others. 

Growing as a  person 
takes tons of time and a decent 
amount of effort, but summer 
is the perfect time for that! 
When you’re committed to 
learning about and helping your-
self, you’ll come back ready 
to face whatever happens next. 

So that’s it for this article/
month/year. I hope everyone 
has their best, most fun and 
interesting summer yet. I can’t 
wait to see everyone this fall 
glowing from the inside out! 
Stay tuned for Janvi’s opinions 
in the 2018-19 school year, and 
until then, as always, stay woke.

Takeoff from Migos

by Janvi Sikand ’19

I am about to prove that 
Takeoff is the best, most talented, 
and most underrated member 
of Migos. For too long we have 
been praising Quavo as the most 
important member of the group, 
and even Offset seems to get 
far more attention than Takeoff. 

If you don’t feel like 
reading any further, feel free to 
listen to the song “Commando” 
by Migos and you will under-
stand why Takeoff is simply more 
talented. The hook of this song, 
rapped by Takeoff is far far better 
than any overly autotuned hook 
that Quavo has ever produced. 

Not to mention, his verse 
in the song is also, in my opinion 
better than both Quavo and Offset’s 
verses, and since the hook comes 
in a total of three times, Take-
off’s voice is the one you hear 
for most of the track. It might as 
well be “Commando” by Takeoff 
featuring Offset and Quavo. 

It is no secret that songs by 
Migos are riddled with auto tune, 
which clearly works for them. 
But, if you listen closely, Takeoff 
is the only one that doesn’t use 
it, and quite frankly doesn’t need 
it. Recently, Migos performed on 
Saturday Night Live and the only 
one that didn’t use an auto tuned 
mic was guess who: Takeoff. 

Also on SNL, Takeoff truly 
showcased his dancing skills.
That sort of thing is immensely 
important for live performance, 
because it distracted from the fact 
that their songs just didn’t really 
sound as good live as they do 
when you are bumpin Hot 93.7 
alone in the car at 11:00 p.m. 

I would argue that in general 

Takeoff’s verses are far better 
than either of his bandmates. 
Many people will disagree with 
me, but if you sit down and just 
listen to some of their songs, you 
will find that his verses, often 
sitting towards the end of the 
song, are just more enjoyable. 

Lyrically, his bars are just 
simply incredible in “Commando,” 
I’ve seriously never heard Offset 
or Quavo go off like he did on that 
track. In more recent songs like 
“BBO,” “Narcos,” “Stir Fry,” and 
“Motorsport,” Takeoff’s parts truly 
stand out. And if you are having 
trouble telling the three of them 
apart, Takeoff is the one that as I 
already said, doesn’t use exces-
sive auto tune. If you watched 
SNL on May 5, then you probably 
saw the skit, “Freindos,” in which 
they made fun of Migos. If you 
haven’t seen it, I suggest you do 
because it was extremely funny. 
However, I am slightly upset over 
it because they really did Takeoff 
dirty. They made him out to be the 
guy that just adlibs in the back of 
all the songs. I understand that the 
skit was for fun, but TAKEOFF IS 
SO MUCH MORE THAN THAT. 

I truly hope that people 
question the accuracy of that skit 
because then people might finally 
realize that he is so much more 
than just the faint echoes in the 
background of their songs saying 
things like “Mama, or lambo.”  

At the end of the day, Quavo 
just gets too much attention, Offset 
is relevant largely due to the fact 
that he is Cardi B’s baby daddy, and 
Takeoff is just simply underrated. 

In no way am I saying 
that Quavo and Offset are not 
good at what they do. I am just 
saying that Takeoff does it better. 

by Maeve McDonald ’19

Patriotism in protesting
In recent years more and 

more widespread protest move-
ments have been popularized 
in the United States and while 
there is substantial support for 
these movements, there are also 
many who criticize them and 
even go so far as to call these 
movements anti-American. What 
these individuals do not realize 
is that protest has been remark-
ably important in United States 
history and is a patriotic way to 
bring about change in our country. 

Recent protest movements 
like the Women’s March, the 
March for Our Lives, the student 
walkouts, and kneeling during the 
national anthem have been subject 
to criticism from various circles and 
many of our political leaders have 
been vocal about their disapproval. 

Many confuse those who 
want reform and change as hating 
and disrespecting both the govern-
ment and the United States. For 
example, Donald Trump has called 
for the firing of the many athletes 
who protest racism by kneeling 
during the national anthem multiple 
times because he claims they are 
disrespecting our country’s flag. 

After almost every single 
sizable protest there are anti-
protest tweets, comments, and 
posts all over social media. 
People accuse protesters of being 
“cry babies” and many people 
such as Fox News commentator 
Tomi Lahren even went so far as 
to call protesters anti-American. 

What many critics of these 
protest movements do not realize 
is that protest in and of itself is 
incredibly patriotic. By protesting, 

Americans are exercising their first 
amendment right of freedom of 
speech and trying to drive change 
in our society. Our nation was 
built on the belief that the people 
of our country should have a say 
in how the country is run and the 
policies of the country. When citi-
zens protest, they are advocating 
for the change they want to see.   

One of the greatest aspects 
of living in America is the fact that 
everyone is able to speak freely 
and communicate their opinions 
on matters that often times directly 
affect them. Protesting is one of the 
many ways to communicate the 
change we want. In fact, most of 
the remarkable events in the history 
of the United States were the 
result of nationwide protests just 
like the ones being held presently. 

The Civil Rights move-
ment was one of the greatest 
social movements in the twentieth 
century and in the history of the 
United States as it granted equal 
rights under the law to African 
Americans. This incredible prog-
ress would not have been possible 

What many 
critics of these 
protest move-
ments do not 
realize is that 
protest in and of 
itself is incred-
ibly patriotic.

if not for countless protests like 
the March on Washington where 
Martin Luther King Jr. gave the 

Protesting serves 
as a tool for citi-
zens to communi-
cate their feelings 
and opinions on 
important polit-
ical and social 
matters.
iconic “I Have A Dream” speech or 
the Selma to Montgomery marches 
in Alabama that contributed to the 
passage of the Voting Rights Act.  

Women’s suffrage would 
never have been achieved if not 
for the many protests like the 
1913 Woman Suffrage Proces-
sion in Washington, D.C. where 
thousands of suffragists marched 
down Pennsylvania Avenue to 
draw attention to discrimina-
tory voting laws. These large 
protests continued nationwide 
until 1920 when women were 
finally granted the right to vote. 

These influential  and 
successful movements were all 
results of protest. Protesting 
serves as a tool for citizens to 
communicate their feelings and 
opinions on important political 
and social matters. Protests are 
only organized because protesters 
love this country and want to 
see it improve. There is nothing 
more patriotic than standing up 
for one’s beliefs and fighting for 
the change one wishes to see. 

by Juliana Kulak ’20
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The importance 
of history class

As the year comes to an end, 
students begin to ask more and 
more critical questions about their 
classes as they begin the monoto-
nous task of studying for finals: 
One such question often heard 
around campus is “Why should I 
have to learn this? I am never going 
to use it!” However, this statement 
seems to be disproportionately 
associated with history, a class 
that may actually be more impor-
tant than any other. But why? Why 
is history something that I should 
be interested in and care about? 
The simple answer is that history 
is inescapable. History explores 
the past, the legacies those in the 
past made, and those exact legacies 
in the present day. Far from being 
memorization, history is a puzzle 
of all human experiences that 
portrays our views on the world.

From the native inhabit-
ants of the Eurasian steppes to the 
ancient Mycenaeans all people are 
examples of a “living’ history.” A 
prime example is language, as 
each group communicates in their 
own language inherited from the 
past. We all live in societies with 
their own complex cultures and 
traditions that are the product of 
years upon years of successes 
and failures; they are not created 
spontaneously. For years, peoples 
have been interacting with others, 
using technologies that they them-
selves have not invented while 
also mixing ideals from their own 
separate cultures. Each individual 
has a chance to influence not only 
their story, but the ‘living’ history 
of the world they find themself in. 

The famous adage goes, 

“History repeats itself,” which 
might have been the first thing to 
pop into your mind when asked 
why history matters, but why? 
Patterns. As humans, we tend to 
recognize patterns everywhere in 
our day to day lives, and history 
is no exception. From our study 
of history, we can infer what our 
actions might cause and how that 
same decision affected the world in 
the past. As I mentioned before, the 
crux of history is this, connecting 
the days of old to now and the 
future. By understanding history 
we are able to better understand 
the condition of being human 
and answer questions such as the 
following: What causes us to make 
our decisions? More importantly, 
why we tend to fall into the same 
historical paradigmatic traps? 

Furthering our under-
standing of history provides us with 
integral information that can be 
used to improve both our own lives 
and the societies in which we live. 
We as humans can ultimately learn 
from the failures and successes 
of the past in an effort to create 
a peaceful world in the future. 

As the first entry of my 
monthly series, I felt it was impor-
tant to discuss the significance of 
history in the world as a whole and 
why we as humans are so inter-
ested in what has happened in the 
past. In the future, I will dive into 
a different recent historical event 
each month and figure out how it 
was the result of hundreds of years 
of history and why it matters to us 
now. Amid our journey through 
time, we will find what draws 
people of all lifestyles to history, 
plain and simple. We will find that 
fact is truly stranger than fiction. 

by Spencer Schaller ’20

Songs on the radio
I know that Ed Sheeran’s 

buzz has faded a little bit. And I 
know that people don’t really care 
about “Castle On The Hill,” Ed 
Sheeran’s second single from last 
year’s album “Divide.” But what 
I also know is that I keep hearing 
“Castle on the Hill” by Ed Sheeran.

I often find myself getting 
mad and yelling to no one (Which 
is essentially what I’m doing right 
now) about Ed Sheeran’s inescap-
able presence in my life. It’s easy for 
me to work myself into this state. 

He makes passable acoustic 
pop that usually confirms my 
deep-seated, near-instinctual 
distrust of popular music, a 
distaste that began when I first 
became obsessed with My Chem-
ical Romance in eighth grade.

Every now and then I do 
listen to “Castle on the Hill” 
and I’m happy, or even satisfied 
with life, though my happiness 
is usually brought down a bit 
by having to listen to that song. 

Despite this, “Castle on 
the Hill” still serves as just as 
good a canvas for my happi-
ness as it does my sadness. 

 Once upon a time, someone 
who was supposed to be a possible 
date, but ended up not being that 
had recommended “Divide” to 
me, and as an example of just 
how much I was trying to force a 
connection between us, I listened 
to the whole album twice on two 
plane rides from and to Connect-
icut (A dangerous move, because 
I already had albums that had been 
relegated to travel music. “Strange 
Mercy” by St. Vincent is there. 
“Ladies and Gentlemen We Are 
Floating in Space” by Spiritualized 
is trapped there, too. “Night Time, 

My Time” by Sky Ferreira got 
dangerously close at one point.)

Most of the music I’ll 
listen to on a plane I’m only half-
listening to, drowned out by the 
plane noises and my inescapable 
fear that I’m 40,000 feet in the 
air and I can’t get out. Somehow, 
Ed Sheeran has not forever 
trapped himself in travel music, 
the way I would like him to be. 

In fact, I feel just as little 
listening to the song now as 
I did four months ago when 
I listened to it on a plane.

 There are songs and albums 
that I can’t listen to anymore 
because I associate them with 
bad memories, or because I 

overplayed them, or because 
people who have turned out to 
be sexual harassers made them.

 I’m sure we all have these 
songs. But there are also songs 
that I end up listening to over and 
over because they can so easily 
be repurposed for different situ-
ations and forgotten afterwards. 

A majority of these songs 
have ended up being songs played 
on the radio. It’s not the mark of a 
great song or an awful song. It’s 

There are songs 
and albums that 
I can’t listen to 
anymore because 
I associate them 
with bad memo-
ries, or because I 
overplayed them

more likely the mark of a song that 
I’m only half-paying attention to.

When I’m in the car, 
listening to “Castle on the Hill” 
for the second time in 30 minutes, 
I’m not always mad. I usually 
don’t have the attention span to 

A majority of 
these songs have 
ended up being 
songs played on 
the radio.

be mad because when I’m already 
listening to Sirius XM Z100 while 
driving, I can’t afford to think 
about the song and pay attention 
to the road any less, considering 
distracted is probably my resting 
state while doing everything. 

Bu t  the re in  l i e s  the 
answer to the question that had 
persisted in all my “Castle on 
the Hill” experiences: Why is 
this song such a blank canvas 
for my emotions and situations? 

I have listened to it enough, 
and paid little enough attention 
to the song for it to be devoid 
of its original meaning and 
message (Which I’m pretty sure 
is just about what happens when 
you and your friends grow up, 
except that you become really 
rich and leave them behind). 

B e c a u s e  w h e n  I ’ m 
convincing myself a plane isn’t 
going to crash, or struggling to 
understand a four-way-intersec-
tion on a busy road, what is the 
difference between “Castle On 
The Hill,” “God’s Plan” and “The 
Middle”? It’s all just background 
noise for my fear and confusion.

by Dan Carroll  ’19

Midterms: what went wrong
Before I start, I know 

many people have already 
written articles about midterms 
throughout the year. However, 
I feel that, as we approach the 
end of the year, there are some 
things that need to be talked about 
regarding midterms next year. 

First of all, I want to talk 
about the format of midterms at 
KO. The midterms were spread out 
over a month of time. This format 
was a new concept at KO and 
was a counterproductive failure. 

The purpose of the midterms 
was for students to be assessed 
on the material they had learned 
during the first semester, hence 
the “mid” in midterm. However, 
the first midterm, language, 
took place on Nov. 14, only 
two and a half months removed 
from the start of the school year. 

This especially noteworthy  
“mid year” assessment is supposed 
to cover a certain amount of mate-
rial, half a year’s worth, while 
ours only ended up covering two 

and a half months of material.
This leads me into my 

next point which is how the 
midterm format  this  year 
set students up for failure.

 By spreading midterms 

out over a full month, student 
stress was maximized as instead 
of preparing for a week of assess-
ments, as is done in the spring, 
we were expected to be able to 
manage studying for summative 
assessments while juggling work 
in other classes simultaneously. 

Not only does this breed 
an environment  in  which 
students are overwhelmed with 
their workload, but it inhibits 
success on such exams, and on 
assessments in other classes. 

For example, in a week 

before a midterm, teachers 
were allowed to assign home-
work, quizzes, tests and papers. 
Only the weekend before 
an assessment was a desig-
nated “no homework” period. 

Whi le  th is  was  wel l 
intended, it was flawed in a 
myriad of ways. Two days before 
an assessment is not nearly enough 
time to prepare for a large, summa-
tive exam. In the spring, we have 
a “finals week,” in which teachers 
are only allowed to prepare 
students for their final exams. 

For the midterm exams, 
students had to prepare and study for 
other assessments in other classes 
while completing various other 
homework and assignments in the 
week leading up to such an exam. 

This leads to cramming over 
the weekend, which is not an effec-
tive study strategy, especially with 
months worth of material to review. 

The second major flaw 
with this plan was that while the 
weekend before the exam was 
designated as a no homework 
period, there was nothing specified 

for the day(s) following the exam. 
This meant that teachers 

could assign tests or quizzes in the 
days following an exam, meaning 

While this was 
well intended, it 
was flawed in a 
myriad of ways. 

that a student would have to prepare 
for such an assessment over the 
“no homework” period in addi-
tion to preparing for the midterm. 

Lastly, even if the no 
homework weekend was flaw-
less, many teachers still ignored 
the no homework designa-
t ion  and  a s s igned  work . 

In doing so, they created 
more stress for their students, 
inhibiting them from succeeding 
on the work they assigned and 
on their summative assessments. 

I propose a plan 
in which the 
midterms, for all 
classes, take place 
in the first week of 
December. 

Now, it would be unfair 
of me to criticize the midterm 
process this year without offering 
up a solution, so here goes. 

I propose a plan in which the 
midterms, for all classes, take place 
in the first week of December. This 
allows enough time for teachers to 
implement enough material to give 
a midterm, and not just a large test.

 In addition, it centralizes the 
testing process much like finals in 
the spring. This minimizes the 
stress for students, as we only 
need to worry about a week of 
tests rather than a months worth. 

Like finals week in the 
spring, I would also want to see 
the last week of November as 
a review week, giving students 
adequate time to be prepared for 
their assessments and not have 
to deal with additional work and 
assessments on top of having 
to study for a midterm. While 
I recognize no plan will please 
everyone, I think mine is a major 
improvement on the system imple-
mented last year and I hope that a 
similar plan is instituted next year.

by Jaden DiMauro ’20
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Eberle, Marottolo win top senior awards

Continued on page 8.

Seniors Abigail Eberle 
and David Marottolo won the 
school’s top citizenship awards 
at Tuesday’s Prize Assembly. 

Abigail won The Gold Seal, 
the highest citizenship award the 
school can bestow, given to a girl 
in the Sixth Form for outstanding 
qualities of character. David won 
The Primus Medal, presented 
by Edith Greenough Lewis and 
the highest citizenship award 
the school can bestow, given to 
that boy in the Sixth Form who 
has contributed most during the 
past year to the life of the school. 

Aw a r d s  r e c e i v e d  b y 
other students are as follows:

The Brandeis University 
Book Award for social action and 
civic engagement is given to a 
member of the Fifth Form who has 
demonstrated academic excellence 
and a commitment to commu-
nity service – Claudia Petrie.

The Brown University Asso-
ciated Alumni Award is given to 
that member of the Fifth Form 
who combines a high degree 
of ability in English expres-
sion with outstanding personal 
qualities – Jason Meizels.

The Cornell Club of Greater 
Hartford Book Award is given to a 
member of the Fifth Form who has 
shown an interest in extra-curricular 
activities and school or commu-
nity projects – Olivia Coxon.

The Dartmouth Club Book 
Award is given to a member of 
the Fifth Form in recognition of 
outstanding academic and lead-
ership qualities, coupled with 
imagination, concern for others, 
and loyalty to school, family 
and friends – Amy Mistri.

The Fairfield University 
Book Award is given to that 
member of the Fifth Form who 
combines special sensitivity 
and seriousness in scholarship 
with commitment and achieve-
ment in community affairs or 
athletics – Ananya Alleyne.

The Harvard-Radcliffe 
Club of Northern Connecticut 
Prize is given to that member of 
the Fifth Form who combines 
excellence in scholarship with 
significant achievement in 
other fields – Erin Bowen.

The Mt. Holyoke Club Book 
Award is given to a member of 
the Fifth Form who has produced 
an outstanding academic record 
while exhibiting qualities of lead-
ership and service in the school 
community – Alison Meizels.

The University of Penn-
sylvania Book Award is given 
to a member of the Fifth Form 
who has demonstrated academic 
excellence and innovative 
involvement in extracurricular 
activities – Charles Coxon.

The St. Lawrence University 
Book Award is given to a member 
of Form 5 who has displayed a 
significant commitment to commu-
nity service – Janvi Sikand.

The Smith College Book 
Award is given to a woman 
member of the Fifth Form in recog-
nition of academic distinction. This 
excellence may be for outstanding 
achievement in English and/
or distinction in the liberal arts 

and/or special performance 
in fine arts – Elise Gendrich.

Trinity Club of Hartford 
Prize is given to a member of the 
Fifth Form who has developed 
and practiced a true interest in 
the principles of good govern-
ment  – Coltrane Joseph.

The Wellesley Club of Hart-
ford Prize is given to a woman 
member of the Fifth Form who 
has demonstrated intellectual 
curiosity and excellence in schol-
arship and who exemplifies the 
Wellesley motto, “non minis-
trari, sed ministrare” (not to be 
served, but to serve”) – Casey Qi.

The Yale Club of Hartford 
Prize is given to a member of the 
Fifth Form in recognition of scho-
lastic achievement, leadership, 
effective teamwork and organiza-
tional abilities – Joshua Leshem.

The Williams Memorial 
Prize for Mathematics, given in 
memory of W. O. Williams and 
in the name of F.I. Catlin ’43 and 
R.J. Catlin ’43, is given for excel-
lence in mathematics to a student 
in the Upper School – Kevin 
Augustine and Harold Krause.

The Critchfield Prize for 
Science is given by Horace 
E. Rockwell ’39 in memory 
of his classmate, Thomas R. 
Critchfield, to the student 
who has performed outstand-
ingly in science – Olivia Rossi.

The Rensselaer Prize is 
presented by Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute to the Fifth Form 
student most competent in math-
ematics and science – Helen Lu.

The Goodman Banks English 
Prize is given to a student in the 
Upper School for excellence in the 
field of English – Phoebe Taylor.

The Terwilliger Prize, given 
in the name of R.C. Terwilliger 
’33, is given to a student in the 
Upper School for excellence in 
English prose – Emma Smith. 

The Brendan Gill ’32 
Writer of Promise Award, in 
memory of the renowned writer 
and essayist, Brendan C. Gill 
’32, is given by the Gill family 
to the Upper School student who 
has shown the most interest and 
promise in developing his or her 
writing craft – Taline Norsigian.

The Stewart Prize for Public 
Speaking is given by P.R. Stewart 
’32 to a student in the Upper 
School who is judged to be the best 
public speaker – David Marottolo.

The Forensic Union Award 
for Distinguished Service is 
awarded to a member of the 
Sixth Form who has excelled in 
formal debate and has served the 
Forensic Union with particular 
loyalty, enthusiasm and dedi-
cation – Aparajita Kashyap.

The Conklin Prize, endowed 
in honor of Mr. and Mrs. William 
P. Conklin, is given to a student 
for excellence in United States 
history – Matthew Safalow.

The William Ainsworth 
Greene Memorial Prize, given 
by his three sons, is given to 
that member of the Fifth or 
Sixth Form who has shown the 
greatest interest in international 
and current affairs – Elizabeth 
Hammer and Patrick Taylor.

The Abraham Kopplemann 
Prize, endowed by Mr. Kopple-
mann, is given to that student 
who has demonstrated interest 
in and awareness of the funda-
mental principles of democratic 
government – Skylar Barron.

The Wyper Prize, endowed 
in the name of James Wyper Jr. ’36 
and John Wyper ’38, is given to 
an Upper School student for excel-
lence in Latin – Varun Tankala.

The Bissell Prize, endowed 
by Mr. Richard M. Bissell, Jr., is 
given to a student in the Upper 
School who has excelled in the study 
of French – William Appleton.

The Ernest  W. Smith 
Prize for Spanish, endowed by 
Ernest W. Smith, Jr., is given to 
a student in the Upper School 
who has excelled in the study 
of Spanish – Emma Smith.

The Chinese Language and 
Culture Prize is given to the Upper 
School student who, during his or 
her time at Kingswood Oxford, has 
excelled in the study of Chinese, 
both by demonstrating academic 
strength in the Chinese language 
and by embracing the culture 
of China – Nathaniel Bates. 

The Mixed Chorus Award 
is given to a student in the Upper 
School for outstanding service 
to the Mixed Chorus – Caro-
line Doyle and Zachary Herz.

The Kingswood Oxford 
Band Award presented to the 
instrumentalist who has demon-
strated outstanding musicianship, 
leadership, and dependability as 
a member of the concert band or 
wind ensemble – Alicia Henry.

The Louis Armstrong 
Jazz Award is presented to the 
instrumentalist who has demon-
strated outstanding musicianship, 
leadership and dependability 
as a member of the jazz band – 
Robert Downes and Jake Kulak.

The Nat ional  School 
Orchestra Award, given to a student 
for outstanding dedication, service 
and musical contributions to the 
orchestra – Prithvi Gunturu.

The Music Award is given 
to a boy in the Upper School 
for his outstanding musical 
ability – David Marottolo.

The Jane Hamilton Fisk 
Award is given to a girl in the Upper 
School for her outstanding ability 
or interest in music or musical 
organizations – Eloise Bavier. 

The  Ed i th  and  Sau l 
Shulansky Performing Arts Award 
is given to that member of the 
Fifth Form judged to be the most 
accomplished performer by the 
arts faculty – Isabelle Raymond.

The William A. Greene 
Memorial Prize for Dramatics 
is given to that student in the 
Sixth Form who has contrib-
uted most to the Dramatic 
Society – Aparajita Kashyap.

The Technical Theater Award 
is given to a member of the gradu-
ating class who has demonstrated 
talent, dedication, and a thirst for 
knowledge in the support of the 
performing arts – Phoebe Taylor.

The Eli Udolf Art Award is 
given by Mr. and Mrs. Leonard 
Udolf in memory of his father, 
Mr. Eli Udolf, to that student in 

the Sixth Form whose portfolio 
of work demonstrates creativity 
approaching professional caliber 
– Mackenzie Goldschlager.

The C. Francis Beatty, Jr. 
Photography Award is given to a 
student for excellence in photog-
raphy during the current school 
year – Elizabeth Charette.

The Robert A. Lazear 
Award is given to a senior girl 
who by her example and dedi-
cation has contributed the 
most to Kingswood Oxford 
athletics – Emma Ouellette.

The William R. MacDonald 
Prize is given by the Class of 
1962 in honor of William R. 
MacDonald, faculty member from 
1931 to 1962, and is awarded to 
that member of the graduating 
class who has proved himself an 
outstanding athlete and who best 
exemplifies diligence in prac-
tice, sportsmanship, and spirit of 
competition – Benjamin Tauber.

The Senior Athlete Award 
is awarded to a three-sport 
athlete who demonstrated a 
positive attitude, outstanding 
sportsmanship and dedication to 
team effort – Maitland Bailey.

The Herman Paul Kopple-
mann Award is given to that 
member of the newspaper staff who 
has outstanding promise in the art 
of communication – Hannah Bash.

The Andrew Blodgett Award 
is given in memory of Andrew 
Blodgett III of the Class of 1958 
to the student in the Fourth Form 
who possesses qualities of help-
fulness, friendliness and good 
citizenship – Alyssa Pilecki.

The Aanon J. Ahl Award 
is given in memory of Aanon J. 
Ahl, Class of 1993, to a member 
of Form 4 whose enthusiasm, 
curiosity and passion for learning 
inspired his or her classmates and 
teachers – Juanita Asapokhai.

The Graham Anthony, 
Jr. Prize is given in memory of 
Graham Anthony, Jr. ’39, to the 
outstanding student in the Fourth 
Form – Matthew Marottolo.

The Class of 1988 Award, 
endowed by that class in their 
Third Form year, is given to that 
student of the Third Form who 
possesses qualities of friend-
liness, helpfulness, and good 
citizenship – Emma Henry.

The First Year Award is 
given by Mr. Nathaniel Salton-
sall II to that Upper School 
student who, during the first 
full year at Kingswood Oxford, 
has shown strong academic 
achievement and has displayed 
responsibility, maturity, coop-
eration and loyalty – Kevin Wan.

The Jeffrey Bittner Prize is 
given in memory of Jeffrey Bittner 
’92 by Middlebury College, where 
he was a member of the Class of 
1996, to an exceptional student in 
the sophomore class who possess a 
strong sense of self, determination 
and selflessness – Ethan Pinkes. 

The Gretchen Bauver Award 
is given in honor of Gretchen 
Bauver, math teacher at King-
swood Oxford from 1972 to 1992, 
to the eighth-grade student who 
has shown the most growth in 
the field of math – Mia Brown.

The Arlene Lipton Award, 
given in memory of Arlene Lipton 
by her husband Michael, son Jona-
than ’88 and daughter Suzanne ’93, 
is awarded to a student entering 
Form 3 from Form 2  whose 
service to others in the Kingswood 
Oxford community and beyond to 
the larger community, exemplifies 
Mrs. Lipton’s extraordinary legacy 
of service — Koby Braunstein

The Anounshjka Mead 
Writing Award is given to that 
student who has contributed 
most to the literary life of the 
Middle School – Jordan Korn.

The Middle School Achieve-
ment Award is given to that student 
who has demonstrated the most 
personal and academic growth 
during his or her Middle School 
career – Caroline Dawson.

The Annual Alumni Char-
acter Awards are given by the 
Kingswood Oxford Alumni 
Association to a girl and boy in 
the Second Form for their lead-
ership, maturity, citizenship and 
concern for the welfare of the 
school – Lindsay Bailey, Amrita 
Natarajan, and Arthur Smith.

The First Year Award is given 
to a Middle School student who in 
his or her first year at Kingswood 
Oxford has shown strong academic 
achievement and has displayed 
responsibility, maturity, coopera-
tion and loyalty – Patrick Schwab.

The Richard C. Buckley 
Award is given in memory of 
Richard C. Buckley, Class of 
1980, to the senior who possess 
qualities of loyalty, good humor, 
courage and the ability to accept 
both success and defeat grace-
fully – Benjamin Tauber.

The Robert A. Falk Prize, 
given in memory of Robert 
Falk ’80, is awarded to the 
Sixth Form student who has 
excelled in journalism and has 
been an active participant in 
the competitive sports program 
at the school – Hannah Bash.

The Nelson P. Farquhar 
Award, presented by the commu-
nity government, is given that that 
member of the Sixth Form who 
has given outstanding service to 
the community – Colin Regan.

The Class of 1958 Prize, 
given in memory of Richard B. 
Bulkeley III, is given to that member 
of the Sixth Form who possesses 
qualities of modesty, reliability, 
and integrity – Emma Smith.

The Merritt Prize, estab-
lished by Mr. Joseph Merritt in 
the names of Robert P. Merritt 
’29 and Philip J. Merritt ’33, is 
given to that member of the Sixth 
Form who best exemplifies the 
results of the Kingswood Oxford 
education – Michael Gold-
schlager and Keegan Toland.

The Fortiter Prize, founded 
by Mr. Francis Goodwin Smith in 
the names of three sons, all gradu-
ates of the school, is presented 
to that member of the Sixth 
Form who has developed and 
displayed the qualities of courage 
and perseverance – William 
Appleton and Amiya Young.
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Continued from page 7.

Prize Assembly honors students, teachers

KO celebrates at gala 
by Esha Kataria ’20

A parent committee of 15 
parents led by Parent Association 
President Heather Clifford and 
Co-chair (of the committee) Mary 
Carangelo organized the program. 

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  m e t 
frequently over the course of the 
last year to organize and plan the 
event. “The committee worked 
really well together; we had a 
lot of new people and we had 
a lot of fun,” Ms. Clifford said. 

Ms. Clifford said that they 
raised more than $148,000 overall, 
which was a new record. “It went 
extremely well, and we were very 
happy with the success of it,” she 
said. “It was a wonderful to have 
the community come together.” 

There were many silent 
auctions during the night through 
an app called BidPal. There 
was also a live auction of items 
including a puppy, graduation seats 
for families, two years worth of 
parking spots, dinners, and jewelry. 

E v a n  K e l m a r  ’ 1 6 
was the MC for the night, 
and Middle School English 
teacher Kyle Chapman was the 

On Saturday, April 21, 
292 members of KO faculty, 
parents, and alumni attended 
the biannual Celebrate KO 
Gala at Delamar Hotel in West 
Hartford from 6 to 11 p.m.. 

The purpose of the gala 
was to raise money for the annual 
fund and the Parent Associa-
tion. The theme for the event was 
growth, change, and the future. 

auctioneer for the live auction. 
In addition, Head of School 

Dennis Bisgaard and his wife, 
Monica Bisgaard, gave a speech, 
and as introduced next Head 
of School Thomas Dillow and 
his family. Sophomore Juanita 
Asapokhai also gave a brief 
speech about her experience at KO.

Many of the attendees 
of the gala enjoyed the overall 
atmosphere of the night. “The 
venue was great, and the food 

was really, really good,”  Director 
of  Summer Programs and 
Facility Rentals Sheri Shea said.

Board of Trustees Treasurer 
Jean LaTorre agreed that it was a 
tremendous experience. “I thought 
it was very well done and had a 
very positive energy to it,” she said.

Ms. Carangelo said that 
she thought the night played out 
beautifully. “It was the highlight 
of the year as far as community is 
concerned, and it did a great job 
bringing people together,” she said. 

Spanish teacher Brenda 
Semmelrock said it was her first 
time at the Delamar Hotel and 
she was impressed with how 
great everything turned out. 

“I think it was a great celebra-
tion of the school and raised some 
money,” she said. “It was fun being 
with my colleagues, and we got to 
be with each other in a different 
way while having a good time.” 

Dean of Students William 
Gilyard said that he thought 
the event was really well 
put-together and organized. 

“It is really challenging 

to put together a huge event like 
that, so kudos to the committee 
of parents,” he said. “I thought it 
was elegant and very well-done.” 

Mr. Bisgaard said that 
the event was great for the 
community to come together. 
“It was a great celebratory 
community event,” he said.

M s .  L a To r r e  a g r e e d 
that every aspect of the event 
felt very celebratory of the 
school. “Evan Kelmar and Mr. 

Chapman both did a great job 
and were very funny,” she said.

Mr. Gilyard agreed that Evan 
and Mr.Chapman were very funny 
and engaging with the audience. 

Mr. Chapman said that he 
was  honored to be able to be a 
part of the event. “It was nice to 
be there with all my colleagues, 
and it was awesome that it went 
well for KO,” he said. “I said I 
would do it because I love Dennis 
and since it was his last year, I 
wanted to be there and do what I 
could, to be a part of his last gala.” 

Juani ta  said she was 
humbled to be able to share her 
experience at KO with everyone. 
“I wanted to convey that your 
journey on campus here is totally 
up to you, and I felt supported to 
have my teachers there,” she said. 
“I thought it was very well orches-
trated by the Parent Association.” 

M s .  L a To r r e  s a i d 
tha t  th is  ce lebra t ion  was 
e x t r e m e l y  m e m o r a b l e . 

“It was incredibly successful 
in how it was fun and it did its 
job in raising money,” she said. 

Parent organizers at the event smile with their glasses raised to the camera after all their work. Photo courtesy of KO.

Congratulations to 
the 2018-2019 

Senior Advisors 
and Prefects!

Senior Advisors
Ananya Alleyne

Michael Autorino
Cami Berckemeyer

Dan Carroll
Jane Dunbar
Madi Henry

Andrew Holland
Coltrane Joseph

Josh Leshem
Sam Mazo

Maeve McDonald
Lian Wolman

Prefects
Michael Aronson

Thomas Betts
Rabih Chughtai
Charlie Coxon

Aidan Shea
Nick Spina

Olivia Coxon
Nicole Genga
Amy Mistri

Claudia Petrie
Nell Schwartz
Mia Seymour

The Turhan Michael Ergin 
Award is given to that member of 
the Senior Class who combines 
an enthusiasm for athletics and 
the performing arts or visual arts 
with a sincere love of people and a 
friendly, outgoing nature – Eloise 
Bavier and Varun Tankala.

The Tyler C. Tingley Award 
is given to that member of the 
Senior Class who, in addition 
to excelling in academics, has, 
by dint of his or her selfless-
ness and dedication, embodied 
the Kingswood Oxford goal of 

“caring beyond self” and has 
helped other members of the 
community to flourish and grow –  
G a b r i e l l e  R u b a n 
a n d  P h o e b e  T a y l o r .

The Stewart Lindsay Jr. 
Award is awarded to a student in the 
Upper School who demonstrates 
the same qualities of scholarship, 
leadership, and thoughtfulness 
that Mr. Lindsay embodies during 
his career at Kingswood Oxford 
as a teacher, coach and admin-
istrator – Aparajita Kashyap.

The Katherine Long Day 
Award is given in memory of 
Katherine Long Day ’28 to that 

girl in the Fifth Form who, in 
the judgment of the Head of 
School and Faculty, has displayed 
exceptional qualities of character 
and integrity – Mia Seymour.

The Jonathan Downs 
Prize, endowed by the friends of 
Jonathan Downs, is given to the 
boy of the Fifth Form who has 
contributed most to the class in 
helpfulness, good fellowship, 
and humor – Benjamin Small.

The Dux Prize is awarded 
to the student in the senior class 
with the highest academic average 
for the year –  William Appleton. 

The Robert B. Swain III 

Memorial Award honors that 
continuing younger teacher in his 
or her first five years of teaching 
at Kingswood Oxford, and his 
or her first 10 years of teaching 
overall, who best exemplifies 
Bobby Swain’s outstanding attri-
butes as a student and teacher: a 
serious, self-disciplined approach 
to learning and a sense of humor 
– a combination that enabled him 
to inspire in others a spirit of coop-
eration that made scholarly disci-
plines a pursuit both joyous and 
rewarding. – Joshua Garrison

The Joseph and Jo-anne 
Alissi Coaching Award, estab-

lished in May 2009 by the Alissi 
family in honor of Joe and Jo-anne 
Alissi, honors that returning coach 
who best exemplifies Joseph and 
Jo-anne Alissi’s outstanding contri-
butions to Kingswood Oxford, 
especially their sportsmanship, 
professionalism, enthusiasm, dedi-
cation and the positive impact they 
had on every athlete and student 
they encountered. – Ron Monroe.

The Charles W. Collins 
Award is presented by the 
Collins family in honor of 
Charles W. Collins to a KO 
faculty member for excellence 
in teaching. – Lisa Bailey.
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Summer reading recommendations

One of my favorite authors 
is Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. 
You might know her from her 
TED Talk, “We Should All Be 
Feminists,” which is sampled in 
Beyoncé’s 2013 jam, “Flawless” 
or, if you’re one of my former 
English 3 students, from her TED 
Talk, “The Danger of a Single 
Story.” Adichie’s novels take 
inspiration from her upbringing in 
Nigeria, where, as the daughter of 
university professors, her family 
experienced political unrest in the 
aftermath of the Nigerian Civil 
War. While you can learn tons 
about the inner workings of the 
modern Nigerian state in her other 
novels, Americanah and Half of 
a Yellow Sun, I recommend her 
debut novel, “Purple Hibiscus”, 
as an absolutely absorbing read.

“Purple Hibiscus” centers 
around fifteen-year-old Kambili, 
whose life experience is limited 
to her strict Catholic school and 
her wealthy Catholic father, 
who has created an oppressive 
and fanatically religious home 
life that stunts Kambili’s indi-
viduality. When Nigeria suffers 
a military coup, Kambili’s father 
sends her and her brother away 
to stay with their aunt, a univer-
sity professor, whose house is 
alive with laughter, curiosity, 
and warm familial connection. 
There, Kambili and her brother 
discover life and love beyond the 
confines of their father’s authority. 

Ms. Schloss’ Picks

Mrs. Kasprak’s Picks
“Special Topics in Calamity 

Physics” by Marisha Peshl: This 
novel was a big hit when it came 
out in 2006; once you begin it, 
you’ll have a hard time putting it 
down. It describes Blue Van Meer, 
a voracious but lonely polymath 
who ends up at an elite boarding 
school where she finds a clique of 
equally eccentric friends called the 
Bluebloods. After an improbable 
murder and a hanging, Blue and 
her friends are trying to figure out 
a wildly strange and compelling 
murder mystery. The book is dotted 
with illustrations, charts, lists and 
charts drawn by the author that add 
to the story’s wonderful quirkiness.

“The Art of Fielding” by 
Chad Harbach: This book is 
for anyone who loves baseball, 
coming-of-age novels, great char-
acters and the politics and culture 
of small liberal arts colleges. 

The beautifully written 
novel tells the story of Henry 
Skrimshander, a gifted baseball 
player who has to navigate many 
of the expected challenges of a 
college athlete, while confronting 
several wildly surprising ones as 
well. Added bonus: lots of loving 
references to Moby Dick… 
but it won’t matter if you don’t 
know anything about the novel.

Ms. Schieffelin’s 
Picks

“No Country for Old Men” 
by Cormac McCarthy: While the 
Coen brothers’ movie version 
of this novel is impressive (and 
I highly recommend watching 
it), the novel develops these 
rich characters in much greater 
detail. McCarthy tells the story 
of Llewellyn Moss, a Texan who 
finds a load of heroin and two 
million dollars in a pickup truck, 
surrounded by dead men. When 
Moss takes the money, he sets off 
a chain reaction of catastrophic 
violence that not even the law–in 
the person of aging, disillusioned 
Sheriff Bell–can contain. On 
the run, Moss tries to evade his 
pursuers, most importantly a man 
named Chigurh, a highly prin-
cipled yet ruthless killer. McCar-
thy’s sparse prose is riveting as he 
plunges us into Moss’ flight from 
the law and a brutal assassin on the 
Texas/Mexico border. If my review 
isn’t enough of a ringing endorse-
ment for the novel, talk to Will 
Beerbower, who wrote a fasci-

Ms. Frye’s Picks
“The Woman in White” 

by Wilkie Collins: An oldie, and 
a darn great one. Do you love 

The cover of “Purple Hibiscus”

“Special Topics in Calamity Physics” 

“The Art of Fielding” by Chad Harbach

nating senior thesis on the book. 
 The cover of “No Country for Old Men”

The cover of “The History of Love”

reading about conspiracies, illegit-
imate heirs, and asylum escapes? 
If so, consider this 1859 novel by 
Londoner, Wilkie Collins, your 
new best summer friend. It takes 
readers on a delightful romp 
through romantic love, devas-
tating secrets, switched identi-
ties, and mysterious deaths. The 
Woman in White also features 
perhaps my favorite villain of all 
time: Count Fosco is a brilliant, 
calculating, obese Italian, whose 
sweetness towards his pet canaries 
and mice nearly blinds the reader 
to his cruelty to the people around 
him. I mean, what’s not to love?

Adichie’s debut novel is 
gorgeous in its description, and 
highlights the quiet rebellion of 
a daughter who is enchanted by 
the allure of ties to her tribe’s 
history, and who learns about 
the promise of freedom: freedom 
from her father’s suppression, 
and from her government’s strict 
societal expectations. If you’re 
looking to pick up an enlight-
ening book this summer, this is it!

 

“The History of Love” 
by Nicole Krauss: If you loved 
Extremely Loud and Incredibly 
Close, give this book a try. Written 
by Jonathan Safran Foer’s ex-wife, 
Nicole Krauss, the novel echoes 
Foer’s novel in its intersection of 
old and young narrative voices 
and its exploration of the effect of 
the past on the present. Her story 
is something quite different from 
Oskar and Grandpa’s though. She 
immerses us in the life of fourteen 
year old Alma Singer who wants 
to get closer to her mother and 
discover why her mother is so 
lonely, so she sets out on a search 
for the author of a book her mother 
is translating. The novel weaves 
her story together with that of 
an old man, Leo Gurksy, who is 
living out his later years in New 
York, dreaming of a lost love and 
his life sixty years ago in Poland. 

‘The Kissing Booth’: Netflix’s hottest new movie
by Bella Leaushner ’20

“The Kissing Booth” is one 
of Netflix’s newest sappy romantic 
comedy of 2018, otherwise known 
as Netflix’s newest “Chick Flick.” 

If you are up for a new 
movie to  watch as you sit on 
the couch and eat ice cream and 
dream of unrealistic romantic 
ideas and outcomes then may I 
suggest “The Kissing Booth.”  

Set in Los Angeles,two 
best friends since birth, Elle 
and Lee, have a set of rules 
in order to stay best friends 
forever. (Best friends forever? 
Cliché? A little bit, but cute). 

An example of this includes 
simple ones like “Rule #2: never 
share secrets with anyone else” 

and more serious ones such as 
“Rule #9: relatives of best friends 
are totally off limits” and more 
importantly to never break rule #9. 

That means Lee’s older 
brother Noah who Elle has had a 
stereotypical crush on for years. 

In this movie, Lee and Elle 
love to dance (almost as common 
as singing is in a “Chick Flick”) 
and are members of the dance club 
and need to come up with an idea 
for a school fundraiser this fall. 

The two come up with 
the idea of a kissing booth and 
convince people to sign up and 
take part after they promise that 
Noah will be working a shift. 

Like any typical high 
school movie, you are going 
to have a group of mean girls. 

They sign up and decide to mess 
with Elle when they find out 
Noah isn’t working the booth. 

They convince Elle (who has 
never kissed anyone) to take one of 
their shifts when a guy who is not 
quite Noah is next in line and try to 
embarrass her in front of everyone. 

But by coincidence the kid 

lets Noah cut him in line, Elle 
confesses that she has never kissed 
anyone and she and Noah share a 
passionate kiss on the stage of the 
kissing booth (hence the title). 

E l l e  f r eaks  ou t  and 
rushes off to go find Lee 
and tell him what happens. 

Elle ends up getting a ride 
home from Noah on his motor-
cycle (he is after all a “bad boy”) 
but rain starts making the two of 
them have to go into a gazebo in 
a park filled with flowers where 
Noah tells her how he really feels. 

The moment is shortly 
ruined when Elle realizes he is 
a “player” and takes many girls 
there and leaves him in the gazebo. 
Elle forgives Noah (I mean he is 
the boy of her dreams) and they 

carry on a secret relationship. 
Elle must decide whether 

her friendship with Lee is more 
important than her first love. 

“The Kissing Booth” is a 
British film directed by Vince 
Marcello. Elle is played by Joey 
King who is mainly known 
for her roles as Ramona in 
“Ramona and Beezus” and Greta 
Grimly in the TV show “Fargo.” 

“ T h e  K i s s i n g 
Booth” is currently avail-
able to stream on Netflix. 

If you are looking for 
a glamourous Saturday night 
movie where you wear your best 
pair of sweatpants and cuddle 
up next to the two most impor-
tant men, Ben & Jerry, I suggest 
you watch “The Kissing Booth.”  

“Everything is Illuminated” 
by Jonathan Safran Foer: One 
of my favorite books by the best 
Symposium author KO has ever 
had. This novel will make you 
actually laugh out loud and bring 
sad tears to your eyes, all within 
a span of a few pages. The novel 
weaves together two story lines. A 
character named Jonathan Safran 
Foer is traveling to Ukraine to 
track down a woman in an old 
family photograph and writing 
a fictional story of his ancestors. 

His Ukrainian translator 
(Alex) tells the other story of his 
travels with Jonathan as they try 
to uncover the past. Alex’s narra- “The Woman in White” by Wilkie Collins

tive is written in a hilariously 
butchered English that you’ll find 
yourself quoting. It’s that funny. If 
you loved “Extremely Loud and 
Incredibly Close,” give this a read! 

Like any typical 
high school 
movie, you are 
going to have a 
group of mean 
girls.



10 FRIDAY
May 25, 2018 Reviews Reviews FRIDAY

May 25, 2018 11
Wolf goes for throat of Washington elite
by Jaden DiMauro ’20

One of the most controver-
sial and divisive events of the past 
few months has undoubtedly been 
Michelle Wolf’s comedy routine 
at the White House Correspon-
dents dinner. Many people, both 
Democrats and Republicans, 
have expressed negative feel-
ings about the performance, criti-
cizing it for being too vulgar and 
crude. However, I feel as through 
those people are failing to put her 
words into the proper context: a 
comedy sketch, whose primary 
purpose is to mock the president 
and the current establishment per 
Correspondence dinner tradition. 

Although her jokes were 
vulgar, they were perfectly 
in keeping with the current 
administration and the values 
and  mora l s  i t  p ro fesses . 

 Throughout her mono-

logue, Wolf’s theme centered 
on individuals within the Trump 
administration and focused on 
his treatment of women. In fact, 
her opening line, “Here we are 
at  the White House Correspon-
dents’ Dinner. Like a porn star 
says when she’s about to have 
sex with a Trump, ‘Let’s get 
this over with,’” immediately 
evoked President Trump’s highly 
publicized “alleged” affairs with 
pornstar Stormy Daniels and 
Playboy model Karen McDougal. 

By bringing this particular 
scandal to the forefront early in 

such a crude manner, Wolf set the 
tone for the rest of the evening, 
both thematically and tonally. 

In between taking shots at 
Trump himself, Wolf took aim 
at some more controversial faces 
associated with the president and 
his administration. One of her 
harder hitting jokes came at the 
expense of Roy Moore, the accused 
pedophile who Trump supported 
in his bid for senator of Alabama 
(It is important to note that Presi-
dent Trump made his endorse-
ment of Moore after accusation 
that he had sexually assaulted a 
14 year old when he was 32 and 
a 16 year old when he was 31). 

When introducing herself to 
the audience, Wolf said, “I am 32 
years old, which is an odd age — 10 
years too young to host this event, 
and 20 years too old for Roy Moore. 
I know, he almost got elected.” 

Again, Wolf’s edgy mono-
logue not only addressed the 
seriously disturbing fact that an 
accused pedophile was nearly 
elected to public office, but did 
so in a way which made the audi-
ence even more uncomfortable 
than if she had just stated a fact. 
By doing so, she increased the 
effectiveness of the message which 

she was attempting to get across. 
Keeping with her theme 

of the Trump administration’s 
mistreatment of women, Wolf 
also went after President Trump’s 
daughter Ivanka Trump for her lack 
of action regarding women’s move-
ments and her father’s comments 
regarding women. Wolf said of 
Ivanka, “She was supposed to be 
an advocate for women, but it turns 
out she’s about as helpful to women 
as an empty box of tampons.” 

While undoubtedly vulgar, 
Wolf gets her point across with 
her characteristic shock value, 
making sure her audience gets the 
point of each joke, in this case, 
going after Ivanka Trump’s lack 
of initiative with any movement 
advocating for women’s rights 

Although her 
jokes were 
vulgar, they 
were perfectly in 
keeping with the 
current admin-
istration and the 
values and morals 
it professes. 

and what has been a deafening 
silence in the wake of her father’s 
frankly disgusting comments 
toward and about women. 

In conclusion, representa-
tives from the Trump administra-
tion have accused Wolf of being 
too harsh and mean. The hypoc-
risy in that statement is almost 
too much to handle. That piece 
of criticism is coming from the 
same people who defended the 
president when he called Rosie 
O’Donnell a “fat pig” and a “dog,” 
when he called his own daughter 
a “piece of ass,” when he said 
that MSNBC host Mika Brzez-
inski was “bleeding badly from a 
facelift,” when he called former 
Miss Universe Alicia Machado 
“fat” and “ugly” after she gained 
weight after the pageant and when 
he blatantly mocked a disabled 
reporter at a rally in South Carolina. 

Michelle Wolf performed 
a vulgar comedy routine in 
the appropriate setting. Presi-
dent Trump has made serious 
vulgar and disgusting comments 
in  inappropr ia te  se t t ings . 

Therefore the two are 
incomparable and if those who are 
angry at Wolf want to be outraged, 
they must be equally outraged.

...if those who 
are angry at 
Wolf want to be 
outraged, they 
must be equally 
outraged.

Many people...
expressed nega-
tive feelings about 
the performance

A burrito bowl-full
My brain is smiling back at 

me. It says, “Yeah! Time for one 
of your favorite food items in the 
whole entire world! Please, step up 
to the line as wished for, waiting 
and holding out on the moment 
when you first bite into that 
Chipotle burrito bowl.” Chipotle 
is truly one of the best wonders 
and immediately takes your 
breath away, literally, especially 
when you accidentally inhale 
spice from all of the food items in 
your burrito bowl. I have come to 
notice that I go there quite often, 
and the food is absolutely some of 
the best I have tasted in my entire 
life and for sure a place where 
happiness is spread throughout the 
soul and stomach alike. My brain 
is smiling back at me yet again.

The close-knit, family 
centered, quiet yet noisy, calm 
yet rambunctious, and low-key 
restaurant takes pride in serving 
its customers since opening in 
1993. The casual outlook of 
the new buildings feel kind of 
romantic with ambiance because 
of the low lighting, soft colored 
wood, and a freshly modern take 
on the glass windows as well as 
the buffet-style/subway style line.  

A Chipotle burrito bowl 
is something of a “morsel of 
perfection” in my mind and can 
be in yours too! One of the best 
things about this restaurant is that 
they cater to any and all types of 
people, including vegetarians and 
food allergies as well! One of my 
favorite items to get at Chipotle is 
the burrito bowl. My order consists 
of extra white rice, pinto beans, 
chicken, mild salsa, corn, sour 

by Dakota McMahon ’18 cream, cheese, and guacamole. 
At first glance, the burrito 

bowl might be intimidating 
because of its size as well as the 
overall look (a pile/mix-mash of 
Mexican toppings), but each indi-
vidual layer of the bowl represents 
the effects of mixing as a whole and 
provides separation of the flavors. 

The very colorful combina-
tion of all the toppings include: 
gray for the bowl, silver/aluminum 
for bowl cover, black plastic for 
fork, brown cardboard color for the 
paper napkin, white and green for 
rice, brown for pinto beans, brown/
black glazed color for chicken, red, 
orange, and green for mild salsa/
tomato mix (medley), white/light 
yellow for cheese, yellow and green 
for corn, white for sour cream, 
and finally, green and specs of 
red and purple for the guacamole. 

Chipotle is a modern 
themed, fast and efficient restau-
rant that embodies the truest 
example and sense of “having 
a good time” and just relaxing 
while enjoying life. All of the shiny 
metal and soft, warm feeling of 
the lightly lit wood develops and 
portrays an industrial yet modern 
feel. I believe that Chipotle is 
trying to convey to the world that 
it is a healthy, go-to option for 
everybody to share the value of/in. 

At times being both crunchy 
and soft, the infamous burrito bowl 
leaves a gentle spice in the mouth 
while a satisfying, velvety feel of 
the combined avocado, cheese, 
and sour cream touches the tips of 
the tongue. The balance of exqui-
site flavors takes one by surprise 
as swallowing the first, second, 
third ... and many more bites. It 
perfectly meets all of my expecta-

tions, particularly the ones I had 
quite some time ago when first 
trying this amazing burrito bowl.  

As far as portion sizes go 
and if you are terribly concerned 
about this, please just don’t be 
at all. No need to worry, because 
the portion size is so large that 
my advice to you would be to 
NEVER EAT before a big sports 
game or event. Thus this food 
does take a long time to digest 
as a result. I can assure you that 
the results will not be promising 
and warning: could cause unfortu-
nate embarrassing circumstances.

I think that the price of one 
burrito bowl, about $9.78, is a 
perfect price for an item of that size 
and fresh embodied flavor. The 
quality of the ingredients are always 
fresh and cooked prior, newly 
seasoned and hot to the touch. 

One’s health value might 
vary based upon what one chooses 
to eat, but there is definitely 
the option of ordering a salad 
versus a tortilla wrapped burrito. 
Although the comfort value is 
not that of traditional southern 
food, it is by far the best Mexican 
comfort food I have ever tasted.

My overall assessment of 
the Chipotle burrito bowl is a 
12/10 as the bare minimum. The 
feelings after eating one of these 
is complete euphoria, extreme 
fullness, content, and pure happi-
ness with your brain again smiling 
back at you (but might not be when 
digesting the food). I would abso-
lutely order this again and would 
definitely recommend to a friend.  

Chipotle has locations in 
West Hartford, Glastonbury, 
Newington, and Canton. It is 
open from 10:45 a.m. to 10 p.m.  

Speakers’ Forum:  A 
Remy McCoy Review 

Speakers Forum is an event 
that takes place within the sopho-
more class at KO where every 
student must prepare a short story 
(or part of a book) and perform it. 

When I saw Speakers’ 
Forum for the first time my 
freshman year, I was shocked. 
The students were allowed to pick 
any piece they wanted and simply 
speak it, like a monologue without 
an essay or project or book to read. 
It was a unique English assign-
ment that looked like a lot of fun.

 When this year rolled 
around, I was excited but nervous 
at the same time. I wanted to find 
an interesting yet simple piece that 
would keep the audience capti-
vated, but something that wasn’t 
too confusing to follow. In all 
honesty, finding a story was hard. 

I searched through books in 
class, including ones I had never 
read, and skimmed the backs 
looking for something that would 
pique my interest. Nothing. I 
went home and looked on my 
shelves some more; it couldn’t 
be too childish, but at the same 
time, not too mature. It needed 
to be comfortable, but not easy. 

I decided to go with a 
piece from a book I read in 
third grade called “Out of my 
Mind.” It is a book about a little 
girl who has cerebral palsy and 
can only communicate to the 
reader through her thoughts. 

I think the key for me was 
picking the juiciest, most in-depth 
part of the book that would leave 
an audience member hanging on 
the edge of their seat. This way 
I could add beats, dramatic flair 

and try to make the first person 
narrator as relatable as possible. 

The class reading was the 
most fun part of the event by far. 
I got to listen to everyone in my 
class perform different chapters 
from books I had never read, and it 
was really cool to see people break 
out of their shells and do some-
thing so far out of their comfort 
zone. Going from the classroom 
to semifinals was the worst part. 

I knew the stakes were super 
low, and I had already done well 
in class, but semifinals seemed 
like such a big deal. There were 
teachers judging us, food and 
snacks set up like we would be 
there for HOURS, and Mr. Monroe 
holding time signal posters which 
made me even more nervous. 

After the semifinals came 
the finals in front of the whole 
school. This round didn’t feel as 
personal, so the nerves settled a 
bit for me, but not much. I could 
feel myself literally shaking when 
I stood up to the mic, but I took a 
deep breath, closed my eyes and 
prayed my story wouldn’t go over 
six minutes and thirty seconds. 

Overall Speakers’ forum 
was such a fun and unique expe-
rience and I couldn’t be happier 
that it is a part of the sophomore 
curriculum. Not only is it out of 
the box compared to normal read-
ings and essays, but it also gives 
people the chance to learn about 
public speaking which is beneficial 
to our futures in the “real world.” 

If I could give one critique 
to Speakers’ Forum it would be to 
have the students vote in the finals 
because I think it would keep them 
more interested and make it a more 
competitive and inclusive event.

by Remy McCoy ’20
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Kali Uchis’ ‘Isolation’ impresses

Over the past few years, 
R&B artist Kali Uchis has been 
making a name for herself in the 
music industry, and her antici-
pated debut album “Isolation 
“does not disappoint. Fans of 
Tyler, The Creator most likely 
will recognize Uchis from his 
songs “See You Again” off of  
“Flower Boy” along with features 
on several other of his songs. 

Uchis has also sung on 
records with Snoop Dogg, The 
Gorillaz, and Daniel Caesar 
whose collaboration resulted in a 
grammy nomination for both of 
them in the category “Best R&B 
Performance.” She also has gone 
on tour with acts like Leon Bridges 
and Lana Del Rey. To say Kali 
Uchis is taking the music industry 
by storm is an understatement. 

Isolation stays true to 
Uchis’ previously released music, 
incorporating funk, R&B, and 
reggaeton into each song. This 
album’s sound is very dreamy 
and psychedelic with groovy 
beats. There is a definite vintage 
feel to the record; however, 
it’s pop undertones and unique 
genre blends create a youthful 
and unique sound that appeals 
to a wide variety of listeners.

This album, unlike her 
previous EP “Por Vida,” draws 
significantly from her expe-
riences as the daughter of 
immigrants and as a young 
woman in the music industry.  

In the song “Miami” 
featuring rapper BIA, Uchis sings 

about her experiences living in both 
Columbia and the United States 
while having great aspirations. A 
large portion of the song is spent 
discussing how women are treated 
in the music industry and how they 
are not taken as seriously as their 
male counterparts. This song is 
very much about Uchis’ refusal to 
be dismissed and how she achieved 
her ambitions through hard work. 

Rapper BIA’s somewhat 
gritty verse on the track juxtaposes 
nicely not only with Uchis’ melodic 
voice but the hazy sounding music. 
Her verse adds a nice flare to the 
song and contributes to the piece’s 

interesting sound. The lyrics 
are empowering, and the slow, 
dramatic tone of the song captures 
the vibe of Miami making the 
listener feel as if they are driving in 
the city on a hot summer evening.

“Just A Stranger” featuring 
Steve Lacey, who co-produced 
the song with KO alumnus Romil 
Hemnani, talks about a strong 
young woman with ambitions 
and is definitely a reflection of 
Uchis. The song also discusses 
themes of wealth, fame, and 
brushing off critics. The sound on 
this song is layered with a groovy 
bassline and bouncy dance beats 

that give it a very playful sound. 
Despite the more upbeat tone in 
the music the dreamy synth and 
airy background vocals continue 
the surreal vibe of the album. 

One of my personal favorites 
on the album is “After The Storm” 
featuring both Bootsy Collins and 
Tyler, The Creator. The song itself 
is encouraging those going through 
bad times to just hold out because 
good things are to come. The sound 
of the song seems to be heavily 
influenced by Bootsy Collins’ funk 
style and is one of the more vintage 
sounding pieces. The bassline 
sounds as if it’s been cut straight 

Kylie cosmetics: You can’t make it up 
Yo u  m a y  t h i n k  t h e 

Kardashian/Jenner clan has no 
talent, but think again. Kylie 
Jenner, the baby of the family, 
is the owner of the acclaimed 
multi-million dollar company 
Kylie Cosmetics so she must 
be doing something right. 

Now maybe  i t ’s  he r 
family’s fame that has helped 
Jenner grow her business into 
an empire; or maybe, hear 
me out now... it’s because 
her makeup line is amazing! 

 Sometime between the 
years 2012 and 2014 the youngest 
Jenner decided to embark on a 
plastic surgery journey that would 
capture the minds of the up and 
coming generation of Kardashian 
fans. Kylie went from having 
thin, normal sized lips to dnoning 
massive overly lined lips that 
looked so odd it looked good. 

Since then, young people, 
fans of the mega star, began 
desiring the look of Kylie’s lips 
and went from overlining their 
lips with lipstick to going so far 
as getting lip injection fillers. 

After noticing the media 
frenzy that was surrounding her 
lips and how big they became, 
Kylie, an avid makeup lover, 

capitalized on herself and created 
her own personal line of matte 
lipsticks so that her followers 
could easily attain “her look.” 

Her brand, Kylie Cosmetics, 
named after herself, of course, has 
grown into a an uber successful 
makeup empire that has sold over 
$420 million in sales since the 
launch of the line. Ever since the 
then teenager launched her now 
signature Lip Kits in 2015, when 
the three shades, “Candy K, Dolce 
K and True Brown K” sold out 
within seconds, I knew I needed to 
try out the phenomenon for myself. 

 From the first swipe of 
Candy K  to my lips, I was stunned 
by how lightweight and creamy 
the lipstick was. The lipstick 
had a high intensity pigment that 
honestly didn’t wear off for an 
entire afternoon and evening. 

My lips stayed perfectly 
rose colored for hours without 
smudging. What made the success 
of the lip kit all the more special is 
the fact that it was only 20 dollars, 
a deal in the makeup industry 
with some brand names such 
as Bobbi Brown, Dior and Mac 
pricing lipsticks at over 30 dollars.

 Buying Kylie’s cosmetics 
will not break the bank, making 
it accessible to her fans who 
don’t have means to buy other 

top name brand products and 
it feels good to buy them also 
because they are not only free of 
animal testing but vegan as well.

 All of her lip kits were more 
than satisfactory but when Jenner 
dropped her first eyeshadow 
palette and highlighter collec-
tion I figured that would be the 
ultimate test to see if her makeup 
line was the real deal or not. 

When I tried the Bronze 
Palette, I knew it would be my 
go-to eyeshadow; every color 
was perfectly pigmented and 
was easily applied with any 
eyeshadow brush. The same goes 
for my favorite makeup product, 
the sparkly “Banana Split” high-
lighter that I use almost every 
morning to achieve a light 
shimmer on my cheeks. From the 
moment I tried those products, 
I was hooked and have been a 
Kylie Cosmetics fan every since. 

Now Kylie Cosmetics has 
grown into a full-fledged makeup 
line ranging from her popular 
Lip Kits to concealers, high-
lighters, eyeshadows, blushes, 
appliance tools and more. 

I am currently a proud owner 
of multiple eyeshadow palettes; 
the Bronze Palette that I use on 
the daily as well as the Holiday 
Palette that I received as a gift in 

2017 that is filled with sparkly 
silvers, greys and maroons. I also 
own a beautiful highlighter known 
as a “Kylighter” and six (yes six!) 
kits, some matte and some glossy.

If you’re a makeup fan and 
love dabbling in new trends and 
styles, I implore you to try out a new 
shade of lip gloss or eye shadow 
from this line; it will not disappoint.

Putting aside many peoples 
like or dislike for Kylie Jenner 
and her famous sisters, one thing 

from a 70s funk track and the synth 
adds a surreal feel.  

Tyler, The Creator’s verse 
adds a modern hip hop vibe 
to the song while not straying 
completely from the retro sound. 
Like BIA’s verse in “Miami,” 
Tyler’s verse is done tastefully 
and really embellishes the song. 

For those who liked Childish 
Gambino’s “Redbone” (which 
actually was heavily inspired by 
and similar in sound to Bootsy 
Collins’ “I’d Rather Be With 
You”) I strongly recommend 
listening to “After The Storm.”

“Isolation” is by far Uchis’ 
best work yet, and it’s only her 
first LP. Each song on the album is 
consistently great not only because 
of Uchis’ dreamy vocals but also 
because of the retro-futuristic tone, 
the well-done features by other 
artists, and the content in Uchis’ 
lyrics. It’s very clear that Uchis has 
much more to say in her music than 
the average pop singer, and her 
incorporation of many old and new 
genres creates an innovative sound 
that’s sure to impress audiences.

by Juliana Kulak ’20

by Nell Schwartz ’19

The lyrics are 
empowering and 
the slow, dramatic 
tone of the song 
captures the 
vibe...

“Isolation,” released  in April of 2018, features Kali Uchis’ 15 newest songs. Photo courtesy of Google images. 

Buying Kylie’s 
cosmetics will not 
break the bank, 
making it acces-
sible to her fans 
who don’t have 
means to buy 
other top name 
brand products...

is provable: Kylie has created a 
bold and beautiful makeup line that 
has grossed millions of dollars and 

continues to make her fans happy. 
The makeup entrepreneur 

not only satisfies her customers and 
fans with high quality products, 
but she often launches “limited 
special edition” products to raise 
money for an important cause. 

Jenner created a special 
edition lip kit which grossed 
$159,500. She donated 100% of 
the proceeds to Smile Train, an 
organization that works to help 
children and families with cleft lips 
afford surgeries and medical aid. 

Kylie relaunched the shade 
in January and raised an addi-
tional $300,000 for Smile Train. 
Because of the generous donation 
from Kylie Cosmetics the organi-
zation will fund 1,800 surgeries for 
children born with cleft palates. 

Jenner has also raised 
over $500,000 via her “Birthday 
Collection” which included 
lipsticks, eyeshadows and more to 
donate to Teen Cancer America. 
Now don’t try and tell me that 
the mastermind behind this 
brand has absolutely no talent. 

Look out L’Oréal, Mac, 
and Bobbi Brown because 
Kylie Cosmetics is taking the 
makeup industry by storm. (And 
if you’re a fan of hers, yes good 
catch that was indeed a pun on 
Kylie’s new baby’s name: Stormi) 
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Destinations for the Class of 2018

Appleton, William M.  Babson College
Arcesi, David A.  Providence College
Augustine, Kevin  Rochester Institute of Technology
Bailey, Maitland Jane  Endicott College
Barron, Skylar Corrin  Bentley University
Bash, Hannah   Washington University in St. Louis
Bates, Nathaniel  Brandeis University
Bavier, Eloise Ben-An  Middlebury College
Bayer, James Bernard  Wesleyan University
Becker, Kevin Todd  Hobart and William Smith Colleges
Beerbower, William Taylor University of Massachusetts, Amherst
Bowers, Mason Wetherell Bryant University
Boyd, Noa   University of Colorado at Boulder
Britt, Ian Daniel  Wagner College
Carangelo, Haley Lynn Elon University
Casiano, Nicholas  Eastern Connecticut State University
Castanza, Carter Morse Rollins College
Champagne, Luc Marc Drexel University
Charette, Elizabeth Hurst Syracuse University
Correa, Alejandro Enrique Syracuse University
Correa, Nelson Antonio Syracuse University
Daniels, Christina Marie Boston College
DeLucia, Angie  Trinity College
DiVirgilio, James  Susquehanna University
Downes, Robert  
     Theodore Francis  Vassar College
Doyle, Caroline Heed  University College Dublin
Eberle, Abigail Susanna St. Lawrence University
Eckert, Natalie Claire  Tufts University
Gervino, Haley  Providence College
Gibson, Noah   Lehigh University
Goldschlager, Mackenzie E. Worcester Polytechnic Institute
Goldschlager, Michael J. University of Notre Dame
Goss, Ryan Michael  Babson College
Gunturu, Prithvi  Bowdoin College
Hammer, Elizabeth Rose Vassar College
Healis, Christopher  Howard University
Hemnani, Neil  University of Connecticut
Henry, Alicia Cate  University of Connecticut
Herz, Alexander  Tufts University
Herz, Zachary Philip  Tufts University
Issari, Kian   University of Connecticut
Jackson-Sherman, Noelani Wheaton College MA
Johnson, Riley   Butler University

Kashyap, Aparajita R.  Johns Hopkins University
Koduah, Elijah John  Salve Regina University
Krause, Harold James  University of Connecticut
Kulak, Jacob Max  Berklee College of Music
Lantieri, Julia M.  Endicott College
Leuschner, John Michael Colby College
Liu, Shuyang   University of Virginia
Lombardi, Holly Ann  Lebanon Valley College
Marottolo, David Paul Trinity College
McMahon, Dakota Riley Sacred Heart University
Melody, Anthony McKay Trinity College
Meshanic, Jackson  Hobart and William Smith Colleges
Mick, Jenna   Oberlin College of Arts and Sciences
Mutasim, Sharif Badawi Purdue University
Ouellette, Emma Marie Fordham University
Ovian, Adam Clancy  American University
Petit, Timothy   University of Connecticut
Puka, Denny   University of Connecticut
Ram, Surya   Boston University
Rashid, Humza Shamoon University of Connecticut
Reale, Tina    Rollins College
Regan, Colin Thomas  Oberlin College of Arts and Sciences
Rego, Chiara Qin  Villanova University
Rossi, Olivia Marie  Northeastern University
Rowland, Jacob  Union College (New York)
Ruban, Gabrielle Anne Emory University
Rusconi, Gabriela Tyler Providence College
Shafer, Joshua William Wheaton College MA
Smith, Emma   Wesleyan University
Soteriou, Joshua Daniel Nova Southeastern University
Stake, Jaron P.   Villanova University
Strom, Justine   University of Connecticut
Swilling, Zachary William Quinnipiac University
Tankala, Varun  Northeastern University
Tauber, Benjamin Joseph Middlebury College
Taylor, Patrick Michael Georgia Institute of Technology
Taylor, Phoebe Bixby  Tufts University
Toland, Keegan Anthony East Carolina University
Vazquez, Victoria  Wheaton College MA
Vitti, Christian   University of Connecticut
Yang, Shuyue   University of Illinois at  
         Urbana-Champaign
Young, Amiya Toni Jessi Drew University
Zimmerman, Kyle James University of Connecticut

Congratulations 
to the 

Class of 2018!
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Twins receive fellowship awards

 Juniors Ali and Jason 
Meizels each received visual 
art endowments to pursue art 
over summer break this year. 
Ali  received The Patr icia 
Rosoff Fellowship for Media 
Arts and Jason received The 
Courtney Donnell Fellowship. 

The Courtney Donnell 
Fellowship was created in 2003 
and in their reunion, the peers 
of Courtney Donnell ‘63 made 
this endowment in her honor. 
Every summer since 2004, a 
rising senior who shows interest 
in visual arts is chosen by the 
media arts faculty to take part of a 
summer program at School of the 
Art Institute of Chicago (SAIC). 

Jason will go to SAIC this 
June for two weeks and take the 
comics and graphic novel design 
course. Jason said that he is very 
excited for this opportunity, and he 
has taken art courses at KO when-
ever he had the opportunity to.

 “I’ve always kind of drawn 
stuff and been into art, since I was 
young, I would draw whenever 
I could and whatever I could,” 
he said. “I’ve always enjoyed 
drawing superheros, and more 
of that fantastical genre, so it 
sounded like a cool opportunity.”

Jason said that he believes 

Marottolo’s art-inspired compositions 
performed by student musicians, singers

that with all of the movies that are 
coming out, there is just a lot of 
going on where art is becoming 
a more interesting and viable 
career. “I think the movies might 
be helping popularizing the charac-
ters and that storytelling,” he said.  

Creative Arts teacher Scott 
McDonald said that this endow-
ment has gone to a student who 
is very serious about visual 
arts and has taken a number of 
courses (including portfolio prep).

Furthermore, the recipient is 
talented and who Mr. McDonald 
thinks would benefit from a 
more advanced program. “He is 
talented, he is very interested in 
art and in practically in the kind 
of art that he really likes, and we 
thought he would get a lot out of 
it,” he said. “We want someone 
who can both handle it and grow 
a lot and he is definitely some-
body who fits that description.” 

The Patricia Rosoff Fellow-

Jason and Ali smile as they pose for the picture. Photo by Taline Norsigian ’19.

by Luv Kataria ’20 ship for Media Arts was an anony-
mous donation in 2007 named after 
faculty member Patricia Rosoff, 
and is geared towards media arts. 
The fellowship is given to a specific 
student every year who has taken 
many media art courses, including 
graphic arts, photography (one and 
two), and any independent studies.

Creative Arts  teacher 
Greg Scranton that the selec-
tion is based on the student’s 
portfolio in their junior year and 

On Friday, May 4 senior 
David Marottolo presented several 
pieces he had composed over the 
period of the entire year to the 
student body. His inspiration came 
from visual art designed by the 
students in the advanced art classes 
at KO, such as Portfolio Prep.

 “The piece was titled 
Pictures at  a  KO Exhibi-
tion, and it was based on the 
artwork of my classmates, 
created during our junior year. 

Each  movement  was 
based on a separate piece of 
artwork, and the entire work 
was written for combined choir, 
wind ensemble, and orchestra” 
David said. . While David drew 
inspiration from each piece of 
art he focused on his reactions 

to the artwork and the emotions 
or themes they could evoke in a 
casual observer. “Ultimately my 
goal was to create music that both 
reflected on and complemented 
the original piece” David said. 

Those whose art  was 
chosen were Olivia Rossi, Alicia 
Henry, Mackenzie Goldschlager, 
Hannah Bash, and Nicole Galik. 
Mr. Baker, and Mr. Chiarappa 
conducted the final performance.

According to  h is tory 
and creative arts teacher David 
Baker, it was incredible to 
see someone combine all of 
the school’s arts programs, 
including band,  orchestra, 
choir and other choral groups. 

Senior double bass player, 
Ryan Goss said “It was very fun 
to perform live because we had 
never seen the pictures that we 

were playing about so seeing them 
really pulled the song together.”

Senior art student Olivia 
Rossi said “I’m happy he liked my 
drawing of the book transforming 
as it was one of my more simple 
pieces; I just used sharpie and 
thought of the idea as I went. He 
first picked my art piece as inspi-
ration a long time ago and when I 
heard the composition was gonna 
be performed on May fourth I was 
really excited to finally hear it”. `

 “I thought David’s piece 
was an incredible undertaking for 
all musical groups,” Mr. Baker 
said. “I thought it was great that 
he was both the composer and 
the orchestrator, which is not 
the case very often” he added. 

Senior violist Anthony 
Melody agreed with Mr. Baker 
saying “I was really impressed by 
about how hard David Marottolo 
worked on the piece for a whole 
year for string instruments, wind 
instruments, and vocalists. I had a 
great time performing it and being 
a part of his personal creation”

“He [David] composed so 
much music and had to put all the 
pieces together, so it must’ve been 
a daunting and time consuming 
project .”  Mr.  Baker  said . 

Orchestra director Richard 
Chiarappa agreed with Mr. 
Baker saying “This proved to 
be a wonderful learning experi-
ence for David. A performance is 
always the end of a process, in this 

case, the artistic process, and that 
process is where the work really 
is. David had to answer many 
musical questions in composing 
a piece of music while attempting 
to represent a piece of visual art 
via musical sounds. Should it be 
fast, should it be slow, should it be 
a clarinet or a violin, should it be 
major or minor? This just scratches 
the surface of what David tried to 
accomplish at his young age, and 
he did very well.” It was a daunting 
process indeed for David. “I began 
working on it [the piece] during 
my junior year and through the 
summer and then throughout this 
whole school year” Marottolo said.

Baker added that he is 
proud of the musical groups for 
learning the new music so quickly. 

“I just wish we, as indi-
vidual music groups, had more 
time to work on it,” he said.

 “We only got the piece two 
weeks before we had to perform 
it therefore we only rehearsed the 
piece three times, but for the short 
amount of time that we had, I think 
everything turned out really well.” 
Band director Todd Millen said. 

“Unfortunately, it was 
difficult to schedule many group 
rehearsals, and this combined 
with a delay in getting out the 
music to each group meant we 
could only present several of 
the movements” David said. 

 “I think the orchestra, choir 
and band all did exceptionally 

who he thinks will benefit most 
from additional experiences. 

He said that some people 
are good at things, but don’t 
want to continue doing it, 
but some people are okay at 
it and they want to continue. 

He said that he sees a bit 
of both in Ali and that she has 
drive and wants to continue. “She 
showed both in the quality in her 
work and her desire to become 
a better photographer, those 
two things together made her an 
easy choice. So, talent plus drive 
equals Rosoff fellowship,” he said. 

Ali will go to Paris this 
July with a group of simi-
larly eager arts students for ten 
days and take a photography 
program. Ali said that she will 
be doing sightseeing as well as 
many photography workshops.

 “I’m real ly exci ted, 
I’ve known about the scholar-
ship since my freshman year 
and I am very thankful for 
this opportunity,” she said.  

Part of the scholarships is 
that the students have to exhibit 
their work when they come back, 
so their work will be displayed 
in the gallery in the fall. “I’m 
really excited for both of them 
to have that experience and I’m 
excited to see what they come 
back with,” Mr. McDonald said. 

well working with a challenging 
piece in a such a short amount 
of time. The constant changes 
in style and rhythm made these 
songs challenging” Goss said. 

David Marottolo said 
his main goal was to make 
the music sound like it would 
be  p lay ing  in  the  back-
ground at an art gallery.  

The intensity of the pieces 
increased and decreased depending 
on the piece that was playing. His 
accompanying piece for “Walking 
in the Rain” was especially appre-
ciated by the students in the audi-
ence. “The applause that came at 
the end of the performance was 
real genuine applause, not the 
polite kind; the students under-
stand how hard David worked, he’s 
just on another level” Millen said. 

Sophomore Julia Kanaan 
was very impressed with his work. 
“I thought it was amazing that he 
put so much time and effort into 
something like this, and I definitely 
think it was beautiful music.”

Senior Ben Tauber agreed 
saying “I thought it was really 
awesome that he took the concept 
from a piece that he really loved 
and then brought the idea to 
Kingswood and involved pieces 
of art done by students to inspire 
him to make his own music, 
which was extremely beautiful.” 

Ryan Goss added that “The 
assembly was very powerful, I 
think everyone appreciated that.”

David grins on stage. Photo by Ali Meizels 

by Nell Schwartz ’19 and 
      Esha Shrivastav ’20
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Jake Kulak kills it on Kiss 95.7

Resident musician, senior 
Jake Kulak made his radio debut 
on April 29 where his singles 
“Better” and “How much Longer 
Can I Last” were played live. 

Gavin, a radio host from 
Kiss95.7 was lucky enough to do 
a podcast with the talented vocalist 
and multifaceted instrumen-
talist and learn all about Kulak’s 
singing/songwriting process, his 
new record and his influences. 
The musician has been singing 
and playing guitar and piano 
since early childhood. He has also 
played gigs at bars, restaurants 
and hot music spots all around 
New England for years. He’s even 
traveled to Mississippi, Tennessee, 
Ohio, Norway and Kansas to play. 

“It was such a great expe-
rience [being on the radio show] 
and I got really great reactions 
from my family and friends who 
listened to the podcast,” Jake said. 

   The two covered topics 
ranging from how Jake writes his 
music, to where he wants to go 
with his career. “I guess music- 
wise I want to take it as far as I 
can go, with the goal of being a 
financially stable performer,” 
he said. “As far as influences go 

we [Gavin and I] were talking 
about a lot of the guys that got 
me into music like Jack White, 
Jimmy Hendrix, Sly Stone, Eddie 
Hazel, Eric Clapton,” he said.

In regards to his writing 
process, Jake said when a song 

comes organically and really fast, 
it’s usually one of the better ones. 
All of his new singles will be on 
one record, set to come out this 
summer and Jake said the recording 
process has been fun, “Recording 
this record has been really fun and 

I’ve gotten to focus on a project 
that I feel passionately about,” he 
said. “It’s hard though because 
I’m a perfectionist when it comes 
to the songs so I spend a lot of time 
making sure the mix and instru-
mentation is exactly how I want.”

Jake flashes a smile as he’s interviewed by Gavin, a radio host for Kiss95.7. Photo courtesy of Jake Kulak.

by Jacqueline Dugan ’19

Olivia Coxon granted prestigious 
Spinella Scholarship for singing

Junior Olivia Coxon was 
granted the prestigious Spinella 
Scholarship which allows her to 
pursue her love for music further 
with a program that exposes her to 
the inner workings of Broadway. 

The Spinella scholarship 
– in its second year – allows 
musicians to pursue their love 
for music through a scholar-
ship up to $1,000. The scholar-
ship is meant to honor Joseph 
Spinella, a talented drummer, 
artist, well-rounded student and 
Kingswood Oxford graduate who 
tragically passed away of a brain 
aneurysm in the spring of 2016. 

The scholarship describes 
that the “Spinella’s want to 

support a Kingswood Oxford 
student looking to increase 
their own knowledge and abili-
ties as performers.” It is open to 
all current Kingswood Oxford 
students (forms three to five).

“I wanted to apply for this 
scholarship because I have had 
so much involvement in music at 
KO and wanted to focus even more 
on my love for music outside of 
the KO community,” Olivia said. 

In order to apply, students 
need to accentuate their experi-
ence and passion for music through 
a paragraph explaining what their 
accomplishments are in music 
and what thyey have learned from 

“I hope that 
Olivia grows as 
an artist and takes 
her performing to 
another level”

- Todd Millen 

them. The music teachers judge 
the applicants and look for certain 
criteria such as students’ accom-
plishments, programs they have 
done or are interested in, and how 
serious are they as a musician.

Competing against a range 
of applicants throughout the 
school, Olivia knew she had to 
make sure her application stood 
out. In order to do this the multi-
faceted musician highlighted her 
involvement in all types of music. 

“What makes me stand out is 
my sheer amount of experience. I 
do a lot of different types of music, 
not just theater, but also choral and 
A Cappella. I’ve also been doing 

music and theater for practically 
my whole life, which makes me 
a unique applicant,” Olivia said.

 In the KO community Olivia 
is a part of Oxfordians, Voce, 

“I hope that 
through this 
program, I 
can learn 
more skills for 
acting/singing 
and gain more 
confidence as a 
performer,” 

-Olivia Coxon

Outlook, Tri-M and she has been 
involved in the musical for the past 
three years and plans to do it again 
her senior year. “Through the many 
different groups I am involved in, 
I am able to gain a lot of perspec-
tive and learn so many equally 
important lessons in the different 
groups that I’m in,” Olivia said. 

“I sing with Olivia and 
during every performance she is 
always super  passionate about 
whatever we are doing, which 
shows through her energy,” 
said sophmore Sophia Kaufman  

Her music teacher Todd 
Millen agreed that her active 
involvement in musical groups as 
well as her enthusiasm for music 
made her stand out amongst other 
applicants. “Olivia is heavily 
involved in music in the school. 
She is a gifted performer and her 
general enthusiasm for performing 
arts, how engaging she is and how 
much she wants to share her love 
of music with others made her 
deserving of the award,” he said.

The scholarship allows 
Olivia to attend a Broadway boot-
camp in New York City, where she 
will get to work with Broadway 
actors and learn Broadway chore-
ography and music. Mr. Millen said 
that she will thrive in the program. 
“I hope that Olivia grows as an 
artist and takes her performing 
to another level,” he said. 

“I hope that through this 
program, I can learn more skills for 
acting/singing and gain more confi-
dence as a performer,” Olivia said. 

Junior Oliva Coxon grins broadly, proud of winning the Spinella Scholarship. Photo by of Taline Norsigian ’19.

by Jacqueline Dugan ’19

Being a perfectionist also 
makes it difficult for him to listen 
to his album once it’s finished, he 
told Gavin.“That also makes it 
hard listening to the album because 
I never truly feel satisfied with the 
finished product. Everything on 
the album was recorded by me 
and the guy who produced it, so 
I had a lot more creative freedom 
while working on it which makes 
me feel the pressure for it [the 
album] to be perfect,” Jake said. 

 Every song has a meaning, 
and listeners will definitely get that 
vibe when hearing each song. “I 
think it’s all about capturing the 
human experience,” Jake said, “and 
for me that experience is getting 
ready to leave home and really 
just trying to decide who I want 
to be as a person, and I think a lot 
of that comes through in the lyrics 
of the songs.” The type of songs 
you can expect on the album have 
a  soft rock and pop sound to it. 

   If you weren’t able to 
catch the podcast live, you can 
check it out on the iheart radio app 
or online to hear Jake talk about 
his experience and new music. “I 
loved doing the interview and I’m 
also planning on doing another 
one with them when the album is 
officially out in June,” Jake said. 
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Gwendolyn Brooks prizes awarded 
to three outstanding student poets 

Gwendolyn Brooks Poetry 
Contest winners this year are 
sophomore Juanita Asapokhai, 
junior Janvi Sikand, and senior 
Phoebe Taylor. The contest 
began in 1993 and every year 
for the past 25 years, three of the 
best poets in both the Upper and 
Middle School are recognized. 

Gwendolyn Brooks was a 
Symposium writer who visited 
Kingswood Oxford in 1993.  Since 
she was very impressed with the 
students, she donated money so 
each student could win a prize of 
fifty dollars based on poems they 
submit. Students from the Upper 
and Middle School can submit up 
to three poems each. The English 
department judges anonymously 
and chooses three of the best 
poems for both the US and MS. 

English Department Chair 
Meg Kasprak said that this year 
the department received one to 
three poems from 20 poets, and 
there were about 40 to 50 poems in 
the US. “A good poem uses fresh 
language, an interesting title, a 
voice. It needs to be coherent, the 
ideas have to hang together, and it 
[deals] with something important 
and human experience,” she said. 

Mrs. Kasprak said that a lot 

of the poems submitted this year 
dealt with a great range of experi-
ences, some with nature, many with 
relationships and change, and some 
with tragedies. “A good poem is a 
good poem whether it is written by 
someone who is 15 or 50,” she said.  

The contest was announced 
on April 10, and the submissions 
were due on April 21. Some 
students have also won for two 
or three years in a row. This is 
Juanita’s second time winning; 

she submitted three poems, and 
the winning one was called, 
“Vicissitude.” Juanita said the 
poem made several allusions to 
famous singers. In particular, 
it was comparing the definition 
of the word to the changes that 
happened in their lives. Juanita 
said that poetry comes to her by 
writing the first line and then filling 
in the rest. “I know a lot of really 
good writers on campus, so I feel 
lucky to be one of the winners,” 

she said. “I’m really happy, and 
it is really nice to be acknowl-
edged for your effort and work.”  

Janvi also submitted three 
poems and the one that won; she 
said she wrote on her phone, ten 
minutes before the deadline. She 
said that she was looking at lists 
of cool words and she found 
“benthos,” so she decided to write 
a poem around that. She said that 
there is no real meaning behind 
the poem; its purpose was to be 

dark and scary. Janvi said that this 
was her first time submitting for 
the contest, and she was proud 
of herself for winning and being 
recognized for her writing gave her 
confidence. “I like to write a lot, so 
I write my own poems, short stories 
and essays. I like having my work 
out there, so I have always wanted 
to submit, so this year I decided to 
submit no matter what,” she said. 

Phoebe submitted three 
poems, and the winning one was 
called “The Last Time I’ll Say 
It.” “My inspiration for it was my 
response to the saying ‘my body 
is a temple’ and how people use 
that to explain why they take care 
of themselves or make the choices 
they make,” she said. “I’ve always 
kind of disliked that saying, and 
this poem was me articulating, 
sort of, why exactly I don’t like it.” 

Phoebe said that she won 
the contest for the first time in 
the Middle School and had been 
hoping to win sometime in high 
school as well, so she’s very happy 
it worked out this year. She said 
that she had put more thought and 
effort into her submissions this 
year as compared to previous years, 
and she said that they sounded 
more mature. “I was very happy 
when Ms. Kasprak announced 
that I had won this year,” she said.

The three Gwendolyn Brooks Poetry Contest winners all come together for a photo. From left to right, the photo shows, 
senior Phoebe Taylor, junior Janvi Sikand, and sophomore Juanita Asapokhai. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

by Luv Kataria ’20

Choral Festival displays student talent 
in final performance of the 2018 school 

Members of the Upper 
School choir, Voce Novissima, 
Crimson 7, Oxfordians and Outlook 
took to the stage and displayed 
their vocals talent at the annual 
Choral Fest on Friday, May 4.

Preparations for the concert 
began very early on in the year. 
“For some of the pieces and songs, 
we began working in the fall, and 
for others we began working 
during the beginning of the second 
semester,” said Upper School 
Choir director David Baker. “It 
was really a year-long process. 
There were some very challenging 
pieces, so it helped to start early.” 

Guest composer Robert 
Hughes came to the school for a 
period of a few days and led the 
students through three of his pieces. 
One of the pieces was “Kenyan 
melodies,” which is one the most 
popular and most-performed treble 
pieces in the United States today. 
Mr. Hughes went to Kenya in 
the late 80s and recorded several 
local songs, later decideding to 
combine them into one piece. 

Mr. Baker said the other 
two pieces were also amazing. 
“The second song was ‘Sweet I 

Sing’ written in honor of another 
composer who had a great impact 
on Robert Hughes, and was 
performed by Outlook,” he said. 
“The piece included the piano 
and the Irish drum known as 

the boithun. It was great, espe-
cially for me, to work with him 
because he was my elementary 
school teacher, and I have been 
consistently in touch with him 
for a while. The last piece was a 

19th century African American 
freedom song about slavery 
known as ‘Oh, Freedom.’” He 
said that all of the pieces worked 
very well with the choral theme 
of the year, which was “Freedom, 

Justice, Peace and Reconcili-
ation.” The concert ended with a 
piece by a famous jazz pianist, 
called, “Hymn to Freedom.”

When asked about the 
students who performed, Mr. 
Baker said that there were quite 
a few students who stood out. 
“We honored all of our seniors, 
and we have 14 seniors, so that 
is quite a lot,” he said. “Senior 
David Marottolo has played many 
roles in the choral program at 
KO and has been our composer 
for the year. Senior Gabby 
Rusconi had a solo that she did 
amazing things with, and in our 
Bollywood-influenced perfor-
mance of Baleilakka, junior Dan 
Carroll and freshman Snehaa 
Ram did a spectacular job.”

The piece was very well-
received by the audience. “I 
think the audience had a great 
time, and they were stunned by 
how much music we had,” Mr. 
Baker said. “We had groups 
this year that could handle a 
lot and wanted to, and I had a 
lot of people tell me that there 
was great diversity in music. We 
showed a lot of grit in the new 
music and I’m proud of all the 
students for their hard work.” 

Juniors present seniors with roses following their final performance as KO students in the Choral Fest. From left to 
right, senior Lily Hammer, senior Sharif Mutasim, junior Kate Brough, senior Gabrielle Ruban, senior Varun Tankala, 
junior Olivia Coxon, senior David Marottolo, and senior Aparajita Kashyap. Photio courtesy of Gabrielle Ruban ’18.

by Esha Shrivastav ’20
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Herrera inspires KO with passion for 
dance, takes center stage in Tobati

Math teacher David Herrera 
not only teaches math and coaches 
baseball, but also pursues his 
dance passion outside of school. 

For Mr. Herrera, dancing 
is a way to insert positive energy 
into his week and relieve stress 
without being judged. Mr. Herrera 
dances for fun at Smooth Rhythm 
Dance Company, which is located 
in Rocky Hill. The studio has two 
to three dance teachers that work 
there and teach many different 
dance styles, such as, hip-hop, 
jazz, ballet, salsa, bachata, and 
merengue. “I’d love it if students 
and KO supported that busi-
ness. It is not about being a good 
dancer. It’s about releasing all 
the negative energy you have 
had throughout the day. It’s a 
no judgment zone,” he said.  

Mr. Herrera tries to go to the 
studio as often as he can despite his 
busy schedule. “I try to go as much 
as I can. With coaching baseball, 
it is pretty time consuming,” he 
said. “I love dancing, and I want 
to keep that in my life. It is a good 
way to escape all the stress that 
comes with teaching and running 
a baseball team with Noah Lynd.” 

Mr. Herrera said that he 
has played baseball all of his life 
and when he went to college, he 
wanted to do something different, 
something outside of the realm of 
sports. So he decided to join one 
of the competitive dance teams at 

Boston College, called Phaymus. 
He was part of the team throughout 
college and in his sophomore year, 
he became the choreographer as 
well. “I was outside of my comfort 
zone, and I enjoyed it,” he said. Mr. 
Herrera had never danced competi-
tively before college but has been 
dancing since he was young. He 
stopped dancing after college and 
when he came to Connecticut from 
Miami, he decided to dance again. 

Furthermore, Mr. Herrera 
went to Tobati, Paraguay this year 
and took part in the dance compe-
tition, where many students and 
faculty saw him dance. Sophore 
Marwynn Somridhivej said that Mr. 
Herrera’s dancing is very powerful 
and amazing. “It’s impressive, and 
you can tell that he has been doing 
it for a while because he is good 
at it,” he said. Sophomore Nick 
Traver said that Mr. Herrera’s 

dancing is absolutely amazing and 
exhilarating. “When you looked at 
Mr. Herrera versus all of the other 
students and teachers, you could 
just tell he was talented,” he said. 

Students that went to Tobati 
agreed that Mr. Herrera was a 
talented dancer. Sophomore Ben 
Zamestein said that Mr. Herrera 
clearly has background experi-
ence and that he is a very good 
dancer that’s having fun. Freshmen 

Ian Givens said that Mr. Herrera 
is a mesmerizing dancer and his 
talented skills are fun to watch. 
Sophomore Mai Lin Pomp-
Shine said that Mr. Herrera’s 
dance moves are very distinct 
and he knows what he is doing. 

S o p h o m o r e  M u r p h y 
Kearney said that Mr. Herrera’s 
dancing helps him connect to his 
students’ culture because he’s 
young and knows their music. “In 
class people ask him to dance, so 
it gives the students something 
to be excited about,” she said. 

Spanish teacher Ronald 
Garcia said that Mr. Herrera 
danced at least 500 percent better 
than the other KO teachers. 

“Mr. Herrera is the best 
dancer I have ever seen live. 
With one move, you could see 
the quality of his dancing ability,” 
he said. “He’s been training his 
whole life for that competition.” 

Mr. Herrera said that he wants 
to teach dance at KO, and he wants 
it to be a club where kids feel like 
that they can really be themselves 
and dance without judgement. 

“I envision the club being 
somewhere where dancers of 
all levels join and find it a good 
getaway from all the classes 
and workload,” he said. “I think 
it is fun; you are also setting a 
positive example. You need a 
space where you are happy and 
you feel that you can be your-
self.That is the role I want to 
take as the dance teacher here.” 

by Luv Kataria ’20

Math teacher David Herrera dances in the competition in Tobati, Paraguay with his team, as port of the 20th annual 
Tobati service trip and takes the victory. Mr. Herrera danced competitively during his time at Boston Collge and was 
part of the dance team. He pusues his passion for dancing outside of school at a studo. Photo courtesy of Team Tobati. 

Actor, singer Katherine Brough 
dazzles as performer of the month 

Junior Kate Brough had 
her breakout role this year at 
KO in “The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee” as Logainne 
Schwartzandgrubenierre, an 
anxious, politically correct pre-
teen, showing the rest of the school 
her capabilities as a performer. 

What people don’t know is 
that Kate is a dancer, singer, and 
actor beyond the Roberts Stage. 
She has been dancing since she 
was two years old, participating in 
ballet, hip hop, modern, and partner 
at Nutmeg’s Dance and Theater. 

Kate even starred in a perfor-
mance of “Les Miserables” in New 
York City earlier this year and has 
recently been cast as the lead role 
of Elle Woods in “Legally Blonde: 
The Musical” at the Wethers-
field Teen Theater this summer.

Partner dance is one of 
Kate’s favorite types of dancing. 
“It’s so much fun,” she said. “I 
brought [Sharif Mutasim] and 
he’s actually a great partner! 

He doesn’t step on my feet 
much, which is always a plus.” 

In addition to dancing 
and acting, Kate is also a 
singer in the Concert Choir, 

Vo c e ,  a n d  O x f o r d i a n s . 
Kate had to deal with 

conflicts between school and 
outside performances. Earlier this 
year, she would take the train to 

New York City every Sunday 
for “Les Miserable” rehearsals, 
which could sometimes be a 
struggle when having to balance 
school, midterms and the fall play. 

Kate ran into further 
conflicts recently this spring. “I 
had to go to both the choir concert 
and my dance performance, so 
I spoke with both parties and 
worked to find a solution. I decided 
to go to the opening performance 
at dance and then rush to KO to 
get to the performance,” she said.

Kate also performed in 
Kingswood Oxford’s fall play, 
“Almost Maine.” She played a 
woman named Gail who was frus-
trated that her 11 year old boyfriend 
wouldn’t marry her. Kate loved 
playing the role, and really felt that 
she was similar to her character. 

“I think Gail is very much 
drawn to control in relationships,” 
Kate said. “I think she likes to have 
a plan, and I’m very much the same 
way; both of us are similar in that 
way. I struggle with improv. I’m not 
crazy about being put on the spot.”

While Kate loves doing 
musicals and plays everywhere, 
the theater at KO holds a special 
place in her heart. She was new 
sophomore year, and found most 
of her friends in “Pippin,” the 
show KO performed in 2017.

Even though she just started 

Kate Brough in the character of Logan Schwartzandgrubenierre with Junior 
Zachary Waskowicz as William Barfée in the 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee. Photo by of  Ali Meizels ’19 .

by Madeline Arcaro ’21

“If you have a 
passion for it, it 
will eventually 
pay off.” 

–Kate Brough

fairly recently, Kate is considering 
a career in acting or singing. Her 
advice to people who are interested 
in acting is to keep motivated. 

“Even if you aren’t getting 
roles, it’s always good just to keep 
trying. Keep going to auditions. If 
you have a passion for it, it will 
eventually pay off,” she said.
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Weeks leaving in weeks for Canada

You can always count on 
seeing Upper School French 
teacher Jen Weeks and Middle 
School history teacher Jim Weeks’ 
bright smiles around campus or 
in their classrooms: at least, you 
can for the next few remaining 
days of the year. Mr. and Mrs. 
Weeks will be embarking on 
a permanent move to Canada 
after this school year finishes. 

Mr. and Mrs. Weeks have 
been teaching at KO for nine years, 
each one filled with new friend-
ships, memories, and lesson plans. 
Mr. Weeks has been part of both the 
Upper School and Middle School, 
teaching courses such as U.S. 
history, world history, and geog-
raphy. Meanwhile, Mrs. Weeks has 
taught various levels of French in 
the Upper School, and she is also 
the Site Director for Global Online 
Academy as well as an Academic 
Te c h n o l o g y  C o o r d i n a t o r.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Weeks 
have greatly contributed to 
athletics at KO as well. Mrs. Weeks 

by Alyssa Pilecki ’20

Mrs. Kasprak ready to retire Mrs. Demers departs KO

is the Head Coach for JV girls 
volleyball and, when it existed, 
was the girls ice hockey coach. 
Mr. Weeks has been a football, 
basketball, and baseball coach.

Mr. Weeks said that he 
enjoyed teaching here because 
of the freedom he had with the 
curriculum. “KO gave me a lot 
of opportunities and support to 
try new things, and there’s a lot 
of flexibility with how I teach,” 

he said. “For example, when I 
teach Constitutional amendments 
to the Middle Schoolers, I have 
them learn the amendments, then 
play this online game, do some 
skits, and eventually take a test. 
There’s freedom in the curriculum 
to use a wide range of activities 
to help students learn the mate-
rial.” He also said that he appreci-
ated being able to teach students 
to build upon their skills instead 

of having to teach towards a test.
Mrs. Weeks said she had 

a similar point of view. “I’ve 
appreciated getting the chance to 
be creative and design my own 
curriculum for students based 
on certain required topics,” she 
said. She also said she really 
liked the two June term trips she 
organized, one to Paris and one 
to Quebec, because they were 
such enriching experiences. 

Sophomore Jenna Blocher 
said she has really enjoyed taking 
Mrs. Weeks’ French classes. “Mrs. 
Weeks is one of the kindest and 
most understanding teachers I’ve 
ever had,” she said. “You can 
tell that she genuinely wants her 
students to do well and under-
stand the concepts; she is always 
trying new things with us to make 
class engaging and interesting.”

Sophomore Ishaa Sohail, 
who is in one of Mrs. Weeks’ GOA 
classes, also said she was happy 
to have Mrs. Weeks as a teacher. 
“Ms. Weeks is one of the sweetest 
teachers at KO,” she said. “She has 
helped me so much and I wish the 

best of luck to them in Canada.” 
Mr. and Mrs. Weeks both 

said that their favorite part of 
KO was all the relationships they 
were able to make. “The people 
are what make KO so great, and 
I’m very fortunate to have met 
so many awesome people,” Mrs. 
Weeks said. Mr. Weeks agreed and 
said that he’ll miss all the friends 
he’s made as well. “I made a lot 
of friends here and I’ll miss seeing 
them everyday, but I’ll definitely 
keep in touch with them,” he said.

While Mr. and Mrs. Weeks 
said they are sad to be leaving such 
a great community, they said they 
are also excited to begin a new 
adventure up North and spend a 
lot more time with their extended 
family. “Our son will be able to 
play with about 10 cousins, so 
that’ll be really nice,” Mr. Weeks 
said. He also said that he hopes 
to use the skills he learned at KO 
to continue teaching in Canada, 
while Mrs. Weeks said she is 
looking forward to applying her 
technological skills working 
for a member of Parliament.

The happy couple smiles for the camera as they look forward to embarking on 
a new journey  by leaving KO and going to Canada. Photo by Ali Meizel ’19.

by Taline Norsigian ’19

Engl ish  teacher  Meg 
Kasprak has taught for over 30 
years, 23 of which she spent at KO 
and has been the faculty advisor 
for epic, the yearbook, and Student 
Government. She has gone to 
Paraguay, South America and 
back with KO students, advised, 
taught all Upper School grades 
with the exception of sopho-
mores. Now, she is departing 
from the KO community for good.

“I would like to have a long 
and healthy retirement and be 
young enough to enjoy it,” she said.

Once Mrs. Kasprak is fully 
free of grading papers and handing 
out vocabulary quizzes, she said 
she wants her days spent on trav-
eling adventures, exercising, 
visiting friends and family she has 
not seen in a while, skiing, reading 
at her leisure, and spending 
more time with her husband.

Mrs. Kasprak said she might 
also take Spanish or a cooking 
class.“At the beginning, I don’t 
want any constraints,” she said.
For travel locations, Mrs. Kasprak 
said she would like to go to Pata-
gonia and far South America.

Mrs. Kasprak majored in 
English at Colgate University 
in Hamilton, NY, obtained her 
Masters degree in English at Trinity 
College in Hartford, and Master 
degree in education at the Univer-

When asked what she has 
enjoyed the most about working 
at KO, Associate Head of School 
Natalie Demers immediately 
replied, “The students, hands 
down – watching you guys do 
incredible things.” This state-
ment best summarizes where 
Mrs. Demers’ focus, influence, 
and now her legacy, has been 
oriented towards throughout the 
duration of her time at KO: the 
welfare of all students enrolled 
at Kingswood Oxford School.

Mrs. Demers assumed her 
position as Associate Head of 
School in 2012, a continuation 
of her long career in education 
in different capacities. She has 
previously served as an assis-
tant Dean of Students, English 
teacher, Academic Dean, Director 
of Residential life at single-gender 
and coed boarding schools, and 
graduate school advisor at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

Mrs. Demers’ passion 
for education led her to these 
opportunities and colored her 
experiences at each of them.

“I’m in education because 
I love to learn,” Mrs. Demers 
said. “Whether things have gone 
smoothly, whether things have 
been difficult, I make sure to learn 
something from the process.”  

During her time at KO, Mrs. 
Demers, served as a Form 5 and 
6 advisor alongside her duties 
as Associate Head of School.  
“Now more than ever, it’s so vital 
that people know who they are 
before they leave high school,” 
Mrs. Demers said, “so that 
they can take full advantage of 
college and make good choices .” 

Mrs. Demers also headed 
the schedule change introduce in 
the 2013-14 school year. Through 
these positions, Mrs. Demers has 
learned lessons about education, 

students, and herself that she 
will incorporate into her perspec-
tive in her future endeavors. 

Lesson one:  “I  have 
learned how important it is 
to assume positive intent – to 
really assume when someone is 
posing an idea or speaking about 
something, that they are coming 
from a place of positivity, and 
not to straight away make an 
assumption,” Mrs. Demers said. 

As a leading advocate 
for behind-the-scenes change 
on campus, Mrs. Demers also 
talked about the importance of 
being sensitive to the feelings of 
others when presenting new ideas. 

“Education is one of slowest 
fields to change,” Mrs. Demers  said.

As Associate Head, she 
concentrated her efforts towards 
getting comfortable with the space 
between an idea and an action.

The question that she uses 
to center herself when presenting 
change initiatives: How can I 
translate the need and energy for 
change into action, while simulta-
neously easing others into change 
they may be uncomfortable with?  

Mrs.  Demers wil l  be 
applying her forward-thinking 
energy and innovation next school 
year when she assumes her posi-
tion as Director of Research 
Initiatives and Programs for 
the National Coalition of Girls’ 
Schools (NCGS), an interna-
tional research and advocacy 
organization for girls’ education. 

As Director of Research 
Initiatives and Programs, Mrs. 
Demers will be tasked with 
implementing research initia-
tives and creating national and 
international partnerships with 
researchers and research organi-
zations with the goal of being the 
leading advocate for girls schools.

Her position provides her 
with the opportunity to travel 
internationally and observe the 

work being done at various paro-
chial, private and public girls’ 
schools. “I’ll go to different 
schools, see what their challenges 
are, and connect them to the 
research,” Mrs. Demers explained. 

Mrs. Demers was initially 
drawn to this position for its 
focus: As the saying goes, knowl-
edge (and therefore education) 
is power, and the organization 
certainly strives to empower. 

“I’ve been a long supporter 
of women’s rights and equality, 
of all girls on this planet getting 
an education,” said Mrs. Demers. 
“We know that there are many 
places in the world where girls 
are not getting an education.” 

Mrs. Demers was also 
attracted to the emphasis on 
research-backed teaching methods 
for girls “[NCGS] recognizes 
that girls do learn differently to 
boys, as boys learn differently 
to girls,” said Mrs. Demers. 

She further commented on 
the difference between a boy’s 
and girl’s learning. “It’s not a 
matter of schools without boys – 
it’s schools for girls,” Mrs. Demers 
said. “There’s an intentionality 
behind the programming and the 
curriculum and their teaching.”

Mrs. Demers will be able to 
work from home and maintain her 
relationship with the KO commu-
nity through her new position. 

sity of Connecticut in Storrs, Conn.
After teaching for four 

years in Connecticut, Mrs. 
Kasprak taught for a year in 
Northern Vermont. Then, she 
nestled into KO for 23 years as 
an English teacher and her last 
four as English Department Chair.

Once retired, Mrs. Kasprak 
said she will probably move at some 
point, maybe to Maine. “I’ve been 
living in Connecticut for about 40 
years,” she said. “CT is good, but 
I’m looking for something new.”

Mrs. Kasprak said she 
would consider going back to 
work for short segments but right 
now is looking forward to having 
no plans. “I want to wake up 
and think: ‘What do want to do 
today?’” she said. “And do it.”

At the start of her career, 
Mrs. Kasprak said she chose to 
teach English because she liked 
literature and knew she liked 
kids. Overall, her favorite classes 
to teach were her Shakespeare 
elective and her junior classes. 

Mrs. Kasprak said she will 
miss her colleagues and students 
most. “I’m afraid I’ll get really 
boring without all my students 
around to keep me young,” she said.

Wi l l i am Shakespeare 
said that “parting is such sweet 
sorrow” in his play “Romeo 
and Juliet,” and Mrs. Kasprak 
agrees. “I will miss KO,” she 
said. “It’s been a good run.”

Mrs. Kasprak  clutches her well-loved copy of ‘Hamlet’ as she will no longer 
be teaching the Bard to juniors come next year. Photo by Taline Norsigian’19.

Mrs. Demers will be dearly misssed 
next year. Photo by E. B. Taylor.

by Juanita Asapokhai ’20
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Thomsen to teach in Cambridge, Mass.
by Taline Norsigian ’19

KO has  provided an 
amazing first job for middle 
school math teacher Sarah 
Thomsen, but she is leaving the 
community for future endeavors. 

In order to become closer 
to home, Ms. Thomsen plans 
on moving to Cambridge, 
Mass. to teach at Nashoba 
Brooks School in Concord. 
Ms. Thomsen will teach sixth 
through eighth grade, educating 
her students about six-grade 
math, pre-algebra, and algebra.

Ms. Thomsen majored in 
math and women’s studies at 
Hamilton College in Clinton, 
N.Y., and KO was Ms. Thom-
sen’s first home as a teacher. 

In her second year at the 
school, Ms. Thomsen said she 
would advise the KO commu-
nity to give and seek help when 
needed. “I would say to love 
the community, be a part of the 
community, and don’t be afraid to 
ask for help,” Ms. Thomsen said.

 At KO, Ms. Thomsen 
coached the diving team and the 
Middle School lacrosse team.

Ms. Thomsen will also 
continue to coach field hockey at 
her new job, but instead of being 
the assistant varsity field hockey 
coach to the high schoolers, she will 
work with the middle schoolers.

 Ms Thomsen said she 
would miss the people at KO the 
most. “This incredible, supportive, 
kind community has helped and 
taught me so much,” she said. 

Ms. Thomsen said that 
she made the decision to stay 
in the middle grades to teach, 
since it’s a time to be there for 

kids as they grow up. “There’s 
a need for a mentor role, which 
forms nice relationships with 
students on the field and in the 
classroom,” Ms. Thomsen said. 

When choosing what to 
do with her life, Ms. Thomsen 
said  becoming a math teacher 
always felt like the right path. 
“The goal is to try and help kids 
like math and be excited about it, 
not stressful,” Ms. Thomsen said.

To provoke s tudents’ 
engagement and interest without 
the anxiety, Ms. Thomsen likes 
to use real world problems and 
hands-on activities in class.

Although Ms. Thomsen 
said leaving KO was a bitter-
sweet decision, she said she 
is exciting to be in an all-girls 
empowering environment as 
the private school Ms. Thomsen 
will be working at is all-girls 
from grades four through eight.

For the summer,  Ms. 
Thomsen will continue to work 
on her graduate degree by 
participating in an Northeastern 

We Must Wave 
Weng Goodbye

This spring Middle School 
Chinese teacher Ya-yi Weng will 
depart from KO and go off to 
explore a new job opportunity. 

“One of the reasons I’m 
leaving is that KO was my 
first teaching job, and I’d love 
to venture out to some new 
possibilities” Ms. Weng said.

Come next fall, Ms. Weng 
will teach at a kindergarten 
through 12th grade co-ed school 
in Philadelphia called Episcopal 
Academy. Ms. Weng will be in 
the Chinese classroom with sixth, 
seventh, ninth, and 10th graders.

Although Ms. Weng said 
she holds mixed feelings about 
leaving, she said she is excited 
about the new challenges of 
teaching Upper School students, 
discovering a whole new area, 
starting a volleyball program at 
the new school, and being involved 
in the international program.

“I’m the type of person 
that loves the feeling of a 
fresh start,” Ms. Weng said.

Ms. Weng is originally from 
Taiwan, where she graduated from 
National Taiwan University and 
majored in foreign language and 
literature. After working for a few 
years, Ms. Weng decided to earn 
her master’s degree at New York 
University in foreign language, 
specifically Mandarin and TESOL, 
short for Teaching English to 
Speakers of Other Languages.

As this year marks Ms. 
Weng’s third year at KO, she has 
coached Middle and Upper School 
intramural volleyball, Middle 
School intramural tennis, and Upper 
School junior varsity volleyball.

Good luck, Gallagher
with writing career

Ms. Weng said she chose 
to teach Chinese because she 
wants to spread her love for the 
language. “I think it’s important 
for students here to not just see 
stereotypes and what’s on T.V., 
but learn the culture along with 
the language,” Ms. Weng said.

M o s t  o f  a l l ,  M s . 
Weng said she will miss her 
students and the players she 
coached once she leaves CT.

While KO says, “goodbye” 
to Ms. Weng with heavy hearts, 
the community is excited that 
Ms. Weng will be spreading 
her  love for  the  Chinese 
language to more students. 

Saying goodbyes to teachers 
in our community is always tough, 
but Chinese teacher Ms. Gallagher 
has certainly contributed amazing 
qualities to KO over her time.

Mrs. Gallagher has been at 
KO for five strong years, and has 
loved everyone single one of them.

“I would say one of the key 
points that I have enjoyed at KO 
is the community,” Gallagher said. 
“Everyone is always so warm, 
making KO feel like one big family. 
As well, I love getting to know my 
students year after year because 
it makes the classroom environ-
ment so happy and comfortable.”

She continued to state 
that her experience at KO has 
been incredible because she gets 
to meet so many new people.

Mrs. Gallagher is known 
to run the Chinese interna-
tional program, which has a 
big impact on the KO commu-
nity, and is rewarding to all.     

Out of all of KO’s offer-
ings, Mrs. Gallagher said that 
she will miss all the students 
and teachers and will be sure 
to return to the campus to visit. 
While she is not going to teach 
anymore, she said she loved her 
time connecting with her students.

“Mrs. Gallagher is such an 
amazing teacher with so much 
knowledge about the Chinese 
language and culture,” junior Nell 
Schwartz said. “I love going to 
her class because she is always 
so helpful and kind to everyone. 
I can honestly say that she has 
been my best Chinese teacher.”

Junior Chinese student Ben 
Small had similar praises to Nell, 

“Mrs. G is very nice and approach-
able and she always explains 
things in a variety of ways so we, 
her students understand them” he 
said.  “She seems to really be inter-
ested in the subject she teaches and 
will be dearly missed” Ben added. 

On her journey outside 

of KO, she plans on publishing 
her writing and continuing her 

journey in creative writing. 
Mrs. Gallagher writes a series 
of fantasy novels on top of 
some occasional horror pieces.

Mrs. Gallagher said that 
she began writing early on in her 
life.  “As soon as I started reading 
books, I wanted to write books,” 
she said. It makes sense that she is 
looking to pursue her passion now.

She will take her  warm and 
welcoming personality into the 
world, and she said she will continue 
to recommend KO to friends and 
family to grow the community 
to become bigger and better. 

Mrs. Gallagher continues to 
show her creative side both in the 
classroom, around campus, and in 
her writing. We will all miss Mrs. 
Gallagher very much and hope for 
the best with her writing future.

S o p h o m o r e  A i d a n 
O’Loughlin  is in one of Ms. Galla-
gher’s classes and said he is sad 
to see her go. “I’ve really enjoyed 
having Mrs. G as a teacher because 
she’s taught me so much. I’m 
going to miss her a lot,” he said. 

“This incredible, 
supportive, kind 
community has 
helped and taught 
me so much.”

– Ms. Thomsen

“Mrs. Galla-
gher is such an 
amazing teacher 
with so much 
knowledge about 
the Chinese 
language and 
culture.”

–Nell Schwartz

“I’m the type of 
person that loves 
the feeling of a 
fresh start.”

–Ms. Weng

by Taline Norsigian ’19 by Sophia Kaufman ’20

Ms. Thomsen smiles, sad but excited to begin her new journey. Photo by Taline 
Norsigian ’19.

Ms. Weng bids farewell after three 
years at KO. Photo by Taline Norsi-
gian ’19.

Ms. Gallagher stands, ready to pursue her writing career as a full-time author. 
Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

University online program and 
said she looks forward to being 
in Vermont with her family.

Outside of school, Ms. 
Thomsen said she enjoys kick-
boxing, which she will be 
teaching this summer, running, 
and watching the Red Sox. 

T h e  K O  c o m m u n i t y 
certainly wishes Ms. Thomsen, 
who has been a teacher, coach, 
and mentor to many, all the best 
of luck on her journey, as we 
are only sad that her trail leads 
her outside the gates of KO.
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“Excuse me, but what 
exactly is a wyvern?” a parent 
asks. “It’s like a dragon with no 
arms,” you reply. “Or no, it is a 
goat with a horned tail. But it spits 
fire?” Many a KO student has been 
asked this question before, but does 
anybody really know the answer? 

Everybody knows that KO’s 
mascot is the wyvern; there are 
wyverns at all the school entrances 
and in almost every classroom. 
The words “Wyvern Nation” are 
just about everywhere on campus. 

A wyvern is more than 
just a high school mascot 
though, and where it comes 
from may be different from your 
previous knowledge. And why 
we have a mythical beast as our 
symbol is its own unique story. 

First off, a wyvern is not 
a dragon. It is a two-legged, 
eagle-serpent hybrid, with the 
wings and talons of an eagle, 
and the back and tail of a snake 
or lizard. Instead of breathing 
fire, it spits poison. Surprisingly, 
wyverns are not crimson and 
black like the school colors; they 
are red with a dark green belly. 

How KOKO came to 
Kingswood Oxford is a unique 
and distinctive story, fitting for 
KO’s unique mascot. In 1740, 
John Wesley, famous for estab-
lishing Methodism, decided to 
also establish his own school in 
Bath, England. This school was 
named Kingswood. On Wesley’s 
coat of arms was a red and black 
wyvern, and so this same wyvern 
became the mascot of the school. 

George Nicholson, a student 
and teacher at Kingswood, which 
is still a running school today, 
came to Hartford in 1916 and 
established his own Kingswood.

 He made sure nothing 
was changed from the orig-
inal school, from the colors to 
the mascot, and so the wyvern 
became the symbol of the new, 
Americanized Kingswood. 

For Kingswood in England, 
and the wyvern’s other appear-
ances throughout the globe, a 
wyvern symbolized one thing: 
power. In the Olympics in ancient 
Greece, the wyvern was a symbol 
of prowess and it represented war 
and pestilence in imperial Rome. 
Even the Saxons, a Germanic 
tribe, used the wyvern as their 

symbol. Throughout history, 
wyverns have been symbolic of 
strength, just as they are at KO. 

To KO, the wyvern is that 
intensity and focus before a game, 
but also the sportsmanship after. 
It is the pride in doing well in 
your classes, but also the grit and 
determination to do better, and 
this all comes from thousands of 
years of mythology and history.

Today, KOKO is still the 
proud, fantastical mascot from 
over 100 years ago and is espe-
cially prominent in KO’s athletics. 
Director of Athletics Debbie 
Fiske said that she loves having a 
wyvern as a mascot since it is so 
different from other schools and is 
great for reinforcing school pride. 

“The wyvern embodies 
‘respect all, fear none,’” she 
said. “It symbolizes having 
pride in a team unit that you 
put hard work into. You don’t 
just expect it; you earn it.”

Mrs. Fiske also said they 
are always looking for some-
body to jump into the KOKO 
suit, and all you need to do is 
ask. The former KOKOs are Tim 
Bucknam and Nick Spina. She 
said that the only requirement is 

an enthusiastic attitude and a will-
ingness to interact with the crowd. 

“[The] beauty of it is some-
times people don’t know who you 
are in there,” Mrs. Fiske said. “ 
People like that mystery too.” 
Freshman and former KOKO 
Mike DeMio agreed, saying it was 
a really fun experience, especially 
because nobody knew who he was. 

But KOKO is not just 
a cool mascot; he is the third 
coolest mascot in the country 
according to USA Today. In 
2014, KO took the bronze in the 
best high school mascot contest, 
and KOKO even went on “The 
Today Show” to celebrate. 

Since, the contest was 
voting-based and there was no limit 
to voting, KO students and teachers 
whipped out their computers and 
devices, supporting KOKO all the 
way to the end, even setting up a 
couple hours over March break 
dedicated to voting. In the finals, 
KOKO earned 1,783,538 votes. 

From the wyvern weather-
vane on the top of Seaverns to the 
wyvern statues at every entrance 
to the school, the KO community 
is surrounded by KOKOs. There 
are wyverns on almost every sports 

 Down in the quiet base-
ment of Nicholson Building lies a 
large ceramic wyvern statue upon 
a table leading to the entrance of 
Archives, a space rich with the 
history of Kingswood Oxford, 
ever since Mary Martin founded 
Oxford School back in 1909. 

 Archives is where all the 
school’s memorabilia, including 
special documents, newspa-
pers, and artifacts, are stored. 
It keeps the school’s history 
organized and easy to access. 

Archives has been moved 
a few times in the last several 
years, but it has finally found 
its permanent home in the base-
ment of Nicholson. It recently 
underwent a renovation that 
started about a year ago, as well. 

Each room now has new LED 
lighting as well as special flooring, 
a dehumidifier, and an air condi-
tioning system to prevent moisture 
from rising up from the ground 
and staying trapped in the rooms. 

“This [air conditioning 
system] helps to preserve all of 
the memorabilia, which are held in 
special archiving shelves similar to 
those in the Library of Congress,” 
Director of Facilities Larry 
Marciano said. “The new system 
runs all-year round, so every-
thing stays in good condition .”

Archivist Brenda Semmel-
rock Semmelrock said she is very 
proud of how Archives looks now.

“Even though I  s t i l l 
have some organizing to do,” 
she said., “It’s pretty much all 
up-to-date now. We’re really 
lucky to have the state-of-
the-art facilities that we do.” 

In charge, Mrs. Semmelrock 
organizes and shifts through all the 
documents and artifacts on her own. 

Despite all  the work, 
she  sa id  she  has  a lways 
rea l ly  en joyed archiv ing . 

“I’ve always loved saving 
things, and I’m a pretty senti-
mental person,” Mrs. Semmelrock 
said. “I love working with alumni, 
and I enjoy constantly learning 
new things about the school as 
I’ve worked down there, ever 
since I began in March of 2012.” 

There are six rooms that 
Mrs. Semmelrock organizes 
in total; one room is dedicated 
entirely to Kingswood, one to 
Oxford, and four rooms are 
focused on KO’s history ever since 
the two schools merged in 1969. 
There is a whopping collection of 
files, pictures, books, uniforms, 
plaques,  t rophies,  awards, 
banners, paintings, and more.

Mr. Marciano said that he 
was impressed with Mrs. Semmel-
rock’s effort in archiving. “Each 
class is singled out, so you can 
easily see what you want when 
you want to,” Mr. Marciano said. 
He also said it is exciting to see the 
evolution of KO  over 100 years. 

Mrs. Semmelrock said she 
thinks archiving is important 
because she feels it is neces-
sary to keep in touch with the 
past and preserve traditions. 

“Our history shapes our 
future,” she said. “It’s important to 
remember where we came from and 
how it affects where we’re going.” 

Head of School Dennis 
Bisgaard said he agreed whole-
heartedly. “It’s important to look 
back on history,” he said, “because 
it connects us to our past and we 
can trace developments over time.” 

He  sa id  he  suppor ts 
Archives because it provides 
the school with a deep sense of 
its roots and original purpose. 

Mrs. Semmelrock said that 
another reason why she likes to 
archive is hearing all of the many 
wonderful stories alumni share 
when they contact her, looking for 
a certain yearbook or picture. “Out 
of the blue, alumni call me asking if 

Mrs. Semmelrock brings Archives to life

The history of KOKO the Wyvern

Mrs. Semmelrock shares a view of archives, giving us a peek into the history of KO. Photo by Taline Norsigian ’19.

they can come visit Archives,” she 
said. “Then when they do visit, they 
share their stories, laughing, some-
times crying, when they reminisce 
and remember their time here.” 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  M r s . 
Semmelrock, the biggest event 
for Archives each year is the 
reunion for alumni in June. 

“It’s really great to have 
the Oxford ladies come back 

and reminisce; for example, 
and I like to get their stories 
down,” she said. “Because of the 
reunion, I’ve been able to add 
so much to the Oxford room.” 

She also said another big 
event is the Open House that she 
holds for Archives each year. 

Mr. Bisgaard said he was 
really glad that Mrs. Semmelrock 
became KO’s archivist. “Brenda 

expressed a keen interest in 
archiving, and over the years, she 
has spent a lot of time researching 
and going to special archiving 
conferences to learn more about it,” 
he said. Mr. Bisgaard continued, 
saying that he thought she did a 
terrific job with it and Archives is in 
the best condition because of her . 

However, Mrs. Semmelrock 
also said that she is always excited to 

have someone bring something in. 
“If you find anything that 

might be worth keeping, call me 
and don’t throw it away,” she said. 
She explained that she has found 
many valuable things that people 
had been thinking of throwing 
away, but ended up donating 
to the school for Archives. 

“There’s such a wow 
factor in finding things that had 

just appeared, when before they 
had just been sitting unseen and 
unnoticed in drawers,” she said.

Looking ahead,  Mrs . 
Semmelrock said she is hoping 
to have a red-ribbon cutting 
ceremony at the end of this 
year, and to start taking students 
from both the Middle School 
and the Upper School on tours 
at the beginning of next year.

by Cici Chagnon ’21

uniform and there is school store 
full of KOKO merch. There are so 
many wyvern posters, plushies, 
and pictures across campus, 
there probably is not a room on 
campus that does not have some 
wyvern-themed school pride.

Whether it is in athletics 
or academics, KOKO is always 
there cheering us on. From 
strength, courage, and inten-
sity, to knowledge, positivity, 
and integrity, the wyvern stands 
for what KO strives to be. 

Through thick and thin, 
logo controversy, nickname 
changes, and over 100 years as 
mascot, KOKO has been repre-
senting wyverns everywhere. “I 
think we have a good [mascot] 
that can join forces with every-
body and have really good 
school pride,” Mrs. Fiske said.  

“The wyvern 
embodies ‘respect 
all, fear none.’” 

–Mrs. Fiske

by Alyssa Pileck ’20
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Dolan departs on a new adventure

“Saturday Night Live” 
creates a series of comedy skits 
for a mature audience. For most 
teenagers, SNL simply means 
a Saturday night full of laughs, 
but for junior Charlotte Cyr, SNL 
represents something different.

Currently, Charlotte is 
working  on a skit with a friend to 
submit to SNL by the end of August 
for a chance to win tickets. The 
show asks applicants to write why 
they want to go to SNL in order to 
enter a lottery for two tickets to a 
random live episode of the show.

Charlotte shared what 
her skit is really about. “The 
skit is a funny, yet kind of true 
music video about high school 
kids and who they are in front 
of adults versus their friends or 
popular kids,” Charlotte said.

Charlotte described her 
desire to travel to the SNL studios.

 “I want to go because I 
feel like when you are there in 
person, the vibe and experience 
is surreal and so much better than 
just watching it on TV,” she said. 
“Also, it would be amazing seeing 
the cast members act in real life and 
how they get into their character.”

C h a r l o t t e  s a i d  s h e 
hopes the skit stands out so 
she will win tickets to SNL. 

“I think the skit proves 
the struggles high school kids 
are going through and what they 
would do just to seem ‘cool’ or 
‘popular,’ so hopefully they’ll like 

it and I’ll get tickets,” she said.
Although Charlotte said 

producing the video is fun, it is 
a long process. “There will be 
a lot of time spent making this 
video, but in the end, it will defi-
nitely be worth it,” Charlotte said.

Charlotte said the dream 
situation is winning tickets, but 
also seeing one of her favorite 
actresses or actors be the guest host 
of the show for the night. “It would 
also be surreal if I met any of the 
cast members,” Charlotte said.

Charlotte said her love 
for SNL started at a young age, 
which is what led her to want to 
see the show in person. She said 
she looks forward to watching 
the show whenever it airs.

When she was about 12  
years old, Charlotte said she started 
watching SNL as a family activity 
every morning after the episode 
aired because it is on so late at 
night. As she grew up, Charlotte 
and her brother began to watch SNL 
on Saturday nights at the live time.

Charlotte said that she still 
looks forward to watching SNL 
skits each Saturday night. “I 
think the content is good for our 
generation because there’s a lot 
of politics that the writers can 
play around with, especially for 
Weekend Update,” Charlotte said. 

Some of her favorite cast 
members are Kate McKinnon, 
Andy Briant, Leslie Jones, 
a n d  K e e n a n  T h o m s o n . 

“All of these actors and 
actresses can play a lot of roles, are 

hilarious, and get really into their 
character, which is why they’re 
my favorites,” Charlotte said.

Some of her favorite celeb-
rities that have been on the show 
are Will Ferrell, Ryan Gosling, 
Emma Stone, Margot Robbie, 
Steve Carrell, Gal Gadot, Jimmy 
Fallon, Jennifer Lawrence, Melissa 
McCarthy, and Natalie Portman. 

Although Charlotte said 
watching the actors and actresses 
on SNL helped her to be more 
outgoing, she is not ready to 
be in the spotlight quite yet. 
“I would not want to be on 
the show because I would get 
so nervous,” Charlotte said.

Charlotte would be very 
excited to just watch the show with 
the rest of the audience.“I want to 
get tickets to the show,” she said.

Some of Charlotte’s favorite 
skits from over the years are the 
Natalie Portman raps, the hunch 
bunch, the “Stranger Things” skits, 
the alien abduction skits, and the 
high school music theater skits. She 
said they always make her laugh.

The one thing Charlotte 
said she does not particularly like 
about the show is how often they 
skip weeks. “I understand when 
there are holidays,” Charlotte said. 
“But there should be a show every 
Saturday with fewer exceptions.”

Charlotte said she is half-
way through the production of 
her skit, and in no time she will 
be well on her way to her dreams 
that await her in tha audience of 
New York City’s SNL studios.

by Taline Norsigian ’19

Cyr submits skit to SNL

When I first met Ms. 
Dolan in my freshman year, we 
were both new, total novices 
in KO culture, and navigating 
the schedule and community 
for the first time, as a student/
athlete/advisee and teacher/
coach/advisor, respectively. 

Nevertheless, inexperience 
had no effect on Ms. Dolan’s ability 
to provide valuable guidance 
and support to me and the other 
members of my advisee group 
during our first couple of meetings. 

In the two years since her 
arrival, Ms. Dolan has played an 
intrinsic role in shaping my expe-
riences and the experiences of 
several other students on campus. 

M s .  D o l a n  j o i n e d 
KO s taff  as  a  f i rs t  t ime 
teacher in August of 2016. 

Prior to KO, after gradu-
ating as an economics major from 
Harvard University, Ms. Dolan 
worked as an analyst at Voli-
tion Capital, a Venture Capital 
firm in Boston, where she and 
a team of other analysts identi-
fied technology companies on 
the rise–the next Facebooks and 
Googles–in need of funding. 

After leaving this job, Ms. 
Dolan found her place in the math 
department, which she described 
as supportive and crucial in helping 
her find her footing as a teacher. 

Ms. Dolan expressed how 
happy she had been to find a career 
where she had variety, as well as 
an opportunity to make connec-
tions with the people around her. 

“It’s been really fantastic 
to have those [connections] 
on a daily basis, and to get 
to do new things each day, 
teaching is the last thing from 
monotonous,”  Ms. Dolan said. 

She listed being able to 
select what course and level she 
taught each year as examples of 
the variety she encountered during 
her years at KO, and reflected on 
the ways she sought out variety 
outside of the classroom, like 
attending last year’s trip to 
Tobati, or coaching junior varsity 
girls soccer for the first time. 

 I n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m , 

students commended Ms. Dolan 
for the breadth of her knowledge 
of mathematics. “I am always 
impressed by her ability to open 
the textbook and immediately 
start doing any problem that I’m 
stuck on,” said freshman Emma 
Henry, a student in Ms. Dolan’s 
Honors geometry class this year. 
Other students shared that her 
personality and teaching methods 
make classes informative and fun. 

“Ms.  Dolan is  super 
approachable, which I love,” 
junior Jacqueline Dugan said, a 
member of Ms. Dolan’s Algebra 
2 class. She described Ms. Dolan 
as a patient teacher, always 
willing to meet students where 
they are in understanding and 
working diligently with them until 
they fully understand a concept. 

“I know I can always 
go to her with any question 
or concern I have, and she 
will always make time to be 
there for me,” Jacqueline said. 

On the field, Ms. Dolan’s 
passionate spirit defined the teams 
she coached, especially junior 
varsity girls soccer. “She brought 
a lot of enthusiasm to the sport, 
even though she didn’t know much 
about it,” junior Maeve McDonald 
said. “I spent a lot of time with her 
as my ‘goalie tutor’, and I’m going 
to miss having her next year.” 

Ms. Dolan shared various 
proud moments and fond memo-
ries she will be carrying with her 
past KO, like her experiences 
as track coach going to New 
Englands, serving as a soccer 
goalie coach to Maeve McDonald, 
and leading her advisees through 
the i r  academic  jou rneys . 

“Being able to watch them 
grow as a group, but also indi-
vidually,” Ms. Dolan said, had 
been especially rewarding. “They 
came in as a group of people that 
really didn’t know each other 
very well, and now, not only 
do they know each other, they 
know themselves,” she said. 

Ms. Dolan shared key 
lessons that she had learned while 
working at KO, one of which she 
discovered very early on during 
her time here: “There are places 
you can work where you can be 

nurtured and supported, and also 
grow,” she said. “KO has taught 
me that you should keep looking 
for what’s right for you in terms of 
what you do with your day-to-day.” 

Ms. Dolan also shared some 
advice for Wyverns still working 
their way through high school: 
build up a resume of experiences, 
and value your relationships 
with members of the community. 

“Try and make sure that you 
utilize all the opportunities that 
you have here,” Ms. Dolan said. 

I n  h e r  p e r s p e c t i v e , 
the key is not to take every 
course or do every activity on 
campus, but to do a variety 
of things you have interest in. 

Ms. Dolan also empha-
sized the importance of the 
relationships students make 
during their time in school. 

“Embrace the people that 
you know here: I’m still best 
friends with three girls from high 
school, and I see them all the 
time,” she said. “High school is 
a really significant experience. 
Take a hold of as many opportu-
nities as possible, make connec-
tions, and focus on relationships.”

Ms. Dolan will be working 
at Nobles and Greenough School 
in Boston next school year in 
order to be closer to family and 
friends. Her warm and positive 
presence on campus will succeed 
her long after she departs this June. 

For the final Fashionista 
of the Year, senior Hannah 
Bash is the perfect candidate. 

Hannah has been at KO 
since sixth grade, showing off 
her creative and unique sense 
of style everyday at school. She 
usually is known to shop at Urban, 
Pacsun, American Eagle, and 
Zara. Hannah also ventures into 
Brandy Melville and small unique 
boutiques for cute, basic clothing. 

“I mainly shop for cute, 
new skirts, basic tee-shirts, and 
dresses,” Hannah said. “I also am 
obsessed with shoes and jackets, 
so I tend to gravitate towards 
those in stores and online.” 

She enjoys adding acces-

sories to her outfits to add glitz 
and glam as well. Items such as 
watches, anklets, earrings, neck-
laces, and rings are often incorpo-
rated in her looks. “I feel like they 
always add a nice touch,” she said. 

Hannah is mainly seen 
wearing colors in a darker range 
such as black, blue, and grey.“I have 
been trying to expand my colors 
into brighter shades,” she said. 
“I’ve started buying a lot of yellow 
and red clothing to brighten up my 
wardrobe and match the season.” 

“I  of ten  f ind myself 
looking at Hannah for fashion 
tips because I know she will 
always be on her game with a 
presentable outfit for the day.” 
sophomore Angelina Maselli said.

Hannah is not only a 
fashion role model during the 
day, but also leads with a great 
sense of style in her athletic 
commitments. She is seen on the 
soccer fields during the fall and 
lacrosee turf during the spring 
with impeccable athletic wear. 

Moving on to college, 
Hannah looks  forward to 
continuing to maintain her fash-
ionable outfits. Although it may be 
tougher because it is not required, 
she said she will try her best to look 
presentable everyday. She stated 
that she is excited to buy new 
clothes from different stores and 
boutiques around her college town. 

We wish Hannah good 
luck at Washington University 
next year and are excited to see 
her new and improved fashion 
statements throughout the year. 

Fashionista of the Month: 
Hannah Bash is back

by Juanita  Asapokhai ’20 

Senior Hannah Bash sports a jean 
jacket. Photo by Taline Norsigian ’19.

by Sophia Kaufman ’20 

Ms. Dolan looks forward to the future  with a smile. Photo by  Ali Meizel ’19.
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Thoughtful theses earn awards
by Casey Qi ’19

On May 9, English Depart-
ment  Chair  Meg Kasprak 
announced the four winners 
of the senior thesis awards. 
The winners were Natalie 
Eckert, Apara Kashyap, Emma 
Smith, and Phoebe Taylor. 

SGA candidates strive for success
by Aidan O’Loughlin ’20

On Wednesday,  Apri l 
25, three members of the KO 
community were elected to 
the Student Government Asso-
ciation Executive Committee.

After the students who were 
running delivered speeches to 

the Upper School student body, 
English teacher Meg Kasprak sent 
out a ballot that would decide who 
was elected to the three positions. 

The posi t ion of  SGA 
speaker was competitive with 
three people running. The three 
people who ran were juniors 
Andrew Holland, Dan Carrol, 
and Josh Leshem. The other posi-
tions, Treasurer and Secretary, only 
had one person running for each. 

 Later in the afternoon of the 
same day speeches were delivered, 
the vote was opened up to the school.

The student body elected 
Andrew to the position of SGA 
Speaker, junior Jack Gao to 
the position of Treasurer and 

sophomore Spencer Schaller 
to the position of Secretary. 

 All of the students elected 
had prior experience in the 
student government at King-
swood Oxford. “I have been a 
form senator for all three years 
of high school,” Andrew said. 

Jack has been in SGA 
for the last two years. “I am 
the form president this year, 
and I was the sophomore form 
senator last year,” Jack said.

Spencer shared a similar 
experience, “In freshman year I 
was a senator because no one else 
was running so I felt I could fill 
the position,” he said. “I am the 
current form four president, and I 
ran because I felt I could be a better 
president than I was a senator.”

T h e  c a n d i d a t e s  a l l 
expressed different reasons for 
running. “I ran because I love 
public speaking, and I feel like 

“Write about 
something you 
like, or  other-
wise you would be 
stuck with it for a 
long time, and it 
would be terrible”
– Apara Kashyap

I could do a good job running 
the assembly,” Andrew said.

Jack  explained in his speech 
how his skill with math encour-
aged him to run and that it didn’t 
hurt how there was no one running 
against him. “I ran because nobody 
else was running,” he said. 

Spencer ran for a similar 
reason as Andrew. “I have been 
in Student Government for a few 
years,” he said. “Going through 
the process, I have realized it is 
not always organized. I wanted to 
become secretary because every-
thing seemed kind of unorga-
nized, and I felt I could better it.” 

“I ran because 
I love public 
speaking, and 
I  feel like I 
could do a good 
job running the 
assembly.”
– Andrew Holland

“I also want to 
make an effort to 
get [SGA] notes 
to everyone after 
every meeting.”
–Spencer Schaller

At the beginning of the 
third quarter, seniors embarked on 
their senior thesis in which they 
explored a literary area of interest, 
came up with an original thesis, 
and wrote a 15 to 20 page paper. 

To determine the winners, 
all of the English teachers that 
teach senior thesis read the 
recommended theses by each 
teacher. And then they voted 
on those anonymous theses. 

The criteria for a successful 
thesis contains seven charac-
teristics. It must be: elegantly 
crafted and polished, original, 
well-developed and finished, 
drawn from a sufficiently broad 
variety of secondary source mate-
rial, fun to read, reflective of 
the students’ sincere connection 
to the literary material and the 
investigation, and correctly cited.

Emma, Apara, and Natalie 
said that they were surprised 
that they won. Emma said that 
she didn’t even know that the 
awards existed. She said that she 
was impressed with the works of 
other people. “Their theses seem 
really sophisticated and I am 
really proud of them,” she said. 

Natalie said that she totally 
didn’t expect to win because there 
were a lot of talented writers. 

Apara said that she loved 
hearing about what everyone 
wrote; she said that a lot of 
people worked really hard and 
produced interesting papers. 

Mrs. Kasprak said that 
she thought a good thesis 
would be exciting for people 
to read, well written, and say 
something new and fresh. 

She said that she advised 
people to choose their topic 
wisely and to start early. “The 
earlier you start, the happier 
you will be,” Mrs. Kasprak said. 

Both Natalie and Apara 
stressed that it was really impor-
tant for them to write about 
something that they liked.

“Write about something you 
like, or otherwise you would be 
stuck with it for a long time, and 
it would be terrible,” said Apara. 
She said that she knew what two 
texts she wanted to use -- “Fun 
Home” by Alison Bechdel and “A 
Doll’s House” by Henrik Ibsen 
-- from the very beginning so she 
reread both of them and found 
interesting parallels between them. 

Apara  sa id  tha t  she 
explored how both “Fun Home” 
and “A Doll’s House,” though 
in different forms -- one is a 
graphic memoir while the other 
one is a play -- expressed the 
way male characters in the lives 
of the main female characters 
prevented the latter from finding 
home and presented the compli-
cations that the female characters 
faced in their self-discoveries. 

Emma took a similar 
approach. She said that she wrote 
down six of her favorite books and 
themes and tried to connect them.

She wrote about how 
“Slaughterhouse Five” by Kurt 
Vonnegut and “A Death Foretold” 
by Gabriel García Márquez used 
similar time characterizations 
to convey a similar assertion – 
withdrawing from time doesn’t 

work and that people should 
take more active responsibility. 

Emma said that writing the 
senior thesis was initially over-
whelming, but to have English 
teachers structure the process 
helped her to stay on track. 

Natal ie  said that  the 
structure made her writing 
process  smooth and easy. 

Apara agreed that the 
t e ach e r s  w e r e  ex t r eme ly 
supportive throughout the process. 
She said that the seniors devoted 
eight weeks to writing the thesis, 
but most of the actual writing was 
done in two weeks.She said that 
the first three weeks were spent on 
researching, and the last two weeks 
were to revise the thesis. Apara 
said that her detailed outlines 
made it easier for her to write 
as it broke down a giant paper 
into more manageable chunks. 

Mrs. Kasprak said that 
grading the senior  theses 
was like running a marathon.

“It was the hardest thing I do 
all year round,” she said. She added 
that the senior thesis is valuable as 
it is good preparation for college, 
as most seniors haven’t written that 
much in their high school career. 

“ I t  invo lves  l i t e ra ry 
researching, the students’ own 
understanding, and integrating the 
texts to pursue some idea of their 
own choice,” Mrs. Kasprak said, 

“and it’s not just about English; 
students would need to do those 
things in any other subject.” 

Apara expressed similar 
views. She said that writing such 
a long paper helped her prepare 
for writing at the next level.

She said that she worked 
hardest and longest for this paper. 
Emma said that it was very satis-
fying for her to see her final draft. 

Natalie said that she really 
enjoyed writing the senior thesis 
as she loves English in general 
and loved the book that she was 
writing about. She also added that 
it was cool to pick her own topic, 
and she said that writing the senior 
thesis is a similar process as that of 
other writing assignments within 
the English curriculum at KO. 

“I t  i s  a  combinat ion 
of everything you learned in 
English,” Natalie said, “and 
it prepares you for college.” 

Ms. Kasprak went on to 
say that the senior thesis provides 
an opportunity for students to 
rediscover writing, and to learn 
that they can use writing as a 
way to explore their interests. 

“Not everybody in this 
world is an English major,” she 
said, “but for some, the freedom 
to write about what they are 
interested in changes their 
minds about writing and makes 
them appreciate writing more.” 

Now that the three new 
members are elected to the SGA 
Executive Committee, they 
set some goals for themselves. 

“I hope to make assemblies 
more fun and interesting,” Andrew 
said. “I want students to look 
forward to assembly.  Additionally, 
I hope to solve any minor problems 
students may have with assembly.”

Jack expressed a goal that 
was short and to the point. “I want 
to take care of the money,” he said.

Spencer also set a number 
of goals for himself. “Personally, 
I plan to attend every meeting 
and keep detailed and structured 

notes,” he said. “I also want to 
make an effort to get those notes 
to everyone after every meeting, a 
process that hasn’t been done in the 
past, that I hope to get approved.” 

The members of the SGA 
Executive Committee said they 
were very thankful for their nomi-
nation. “Thank you to everyone 
who voted for me,” Andrew said. 

The new members of SGA 
are excited for next year.  “Next 
year’s SGA seems to be pretty 
strong with a good Speaker, Trea-
surer, and Secretary,” Spencer said.  
“I hope we can do an even better 
job than SGA has in the past.”

Junior Andrew Holland, SGA Speaker elect, smiles thinking about his plans for next year. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.
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Mental health club supports NAMI 

The National Alliance 
on Mental Illness (NAMI) 
Connecticut Walk of 2018 took 
place on May 19 from 10:00 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at Rentschler 
Field in East Hartford. Partici-
pants walked around the perim-
eter of the stadium five times, 
which is the equivalent of a 5k.

Five members from the A 
Minute for Mental Health student 
organization at KO attended this 
event: seniors Gabrielle Ruban, 
Neil Hemnani, Chiara Rego, junior 
Janvi Sikand, and Director of 
Diversity, Inclusion, and Cultural 
Competency Joan Edwards.

Last year, Gabby started 
A Minute for Mental Health as 
a series at Tuesday assemblies. 
“I wanted to start something that 
encouraged conversations and 
discussions across the commu-
nity regarding how we treet one 
another, how we react to life 
events, and the importance of 
mental health and self-care,”  
Gabby said, “Since the move-
ment was built upon communal 
unity and inciting change through 
collaboration, I wanted to extend 
the cause beyond myself and 
make A Minute for Mental Health 

more of a student organization.”
This year, one of the goals of 

A Minute for Mental Health was 
to pursue community outreach 
and make a difference that extends 
beyond KO’s campus. During 
meetings at lunch, members of 
the club spent time researching 
local organizations that advo-

cate for mental health awareness. 
A Minute for Mental Health 

chose NAMI because of the 
extensive work that this NGO 
has done to provide resources 
and support research regarding 
mental illness and addiction. 
NAMI has publications on bipolar 
disorder, depression, borderline 
personality disorder, obsessive-
compulsive disorder, and more.

During the walk, it was 
raining, but that didn’t stop 
people from coming. “It was 
amazing to see how many partici-
pants came to the event, with 

hundreds of folks walking in the 
name of specific individuals or 
the cause as a whole,” said Gabby.

Chiara agreed and said she 
enjoyed the crowd. “My favorite 
part was seeing how many people 
came out to support despite the 
bad weather. That and the cute 
dogs,” she said. Some dogs 
even walked with t-shirts on.

At the walk, there were 
booths for different organiza-
tions that advocate for accessible 
healthcare allocation, adolescent 
and youth mental health education 
programs, and support groups that 

have partnered with NAMI, such 
as Wheeler, Silver Hill Hospital, 
Hartford Healthcare Behav-
ioral Health Network, and more.

There was a best team 
t-shirt contest where teams would 
design and wear their own t-shirts 
for a chance to win $50. There 
was also face painting and crafts 
for kids that attended the event.

“I liked the NAMI walk 
a lot. The weather was bad, 
but that didn’t matter because 
the walk itself was still lots 
of fun; the atmosphere there 
was really positive,” Neil said.

Forensic Union showcases its talents
by Aidan O’Loughlin ’20

After school on Tuesday, 
May 15, Forensic Union held 
their annual culminating event 
called Speakers’ Showcase, 
an event in which Forensic 
Union members and officers  
deliver speeches and debate.  

This event gave parents 
and friends a chance to come 
see what Forensic Union is 
all about. Leading up to the 
event, Forensic Union Coach 
Michelle Schloss expressed her 
excitement and anticipation.

“I’m super excited,” she 
said. “We have had some very 
funny After Dinners this year, 
and they’ve only been able 
to be competed in a competi-
tion. So it will be really funny 

to see the audience reaction.” 
Members of  Forensic 

Union shared this excitement. 

“I always look forward to 
the Speakers’ Showcase because 
it is really a chance to show 
off everything that Forensic 
Union does,” senior co-pres-
ident David Marottolo said. 

 “I am excited, but it is a little 
bitter sweet knowing it’s the last 
Speakers’ Showcase,” David said. 

However, while the seniors 
are leaving, a large number of 
freshmen are participating. “I think 
one of the most exciting things 
about [Speaker’s Showcase] was 
that we have so many freshman 
who are involved in Forensic 
Union this year,” said Forensic 
Union Coach Heather Wayne. 

“A lo t  o f  t hem a re 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t r i p l e 
s p e a k  a n d  i m p r o m p t u . ”

Numerous members of 

“I wanted to start 
that encouraged 
conversations and 
discussions across 
the community 
regarding how we 
treat one another, 
how we react to 
life events, and 
the importance of 
mental health and 
self-care.” 
–Gabrielle Ruban

KO participants of the NAMI Connecticut Walk pose after finishing the 5k. Photo courtesy of Gabrielle Ruban’18. 

Junior Thomas Betts gives an impromptu speech. Photo by Ali Meizels’19. 

 “I didn’t really 
have a chance to 
come the Forensic 
Union meetings 
this year, but I’m 
really happy I 
was able to make 
it to the show-
case. Everyone 
who spoke deliv-
ered captivating 
speeches, and the 
triple speaks were 
my favorite part.”

–Alyssa Pilecki

Elan Stadelmann delivers an  interpretive reading. Photo by Ali Meizels’19. 

Forensic Union participated 
in the Speakers Showcase. 

Junior Janvi Sikand deliv-

ered an After Dinner speech as 
Chad Magason, David deliv-
ered a persuasive speech on rare 
earth metals, sophomore Elan 
Stadelmann delivered an inter-

pretive reading, and junior Dan 
Carroll delivered an interpretive 
reading that he brought to Worlds.

Additionally, there were 
impromptu speeches done by 
junior Elise Gendrich, freshman 
Keegan McMahon, freshman Jane 
Liang, and junior Thomas Betts. 

There was also triple speak, 

an event in which a speaker 
must incorporate random words 
into an extemporaneous speech. 
The event is known to be fun 
and entertaining. “I didn’t really 
have a chance to come to the 
Forensic Union meetings this 
year, but I’m really happy I was 
able to make it to the showcase,” 
sophomore Alyssa Pilecki said.

“ E v e r y o n e  w h o 
spoke delivered captivating 
speeches ,  and  the  Tr ip le 
Speaks were my favorite part.”

Lastly, the event ended with 
the Senior Officers’ Parliamen-
tary Debate with the resolution, 
“This house believes the ability 
to fly would be more helpful 
than the ability to turn invisible.” 

Co-President seniors Apara 
Kashyap and David faced off 
against senior Secretary Rob 
Downes and senior Neil Hemmani. 

“I am just so proud of all 
of our Forensic Union members 
and officers and we will certainly 

be sad to see our senior offi-
cers go,” Ms. Wayne said, “but 
we are looking forward to the 
future of Forensic Union.” 

A large group of freshman 
members means that Forensic 
Union has a promising future. 

 “I always look 
forward to the 
Speakers’ Show-
case because it is 
really a chance 
to show off 
everything that 
Forensic Union 
does.”            
–David Marottolo

by Ben Poulios ’19



22 FRIDAY
May 25, 2018 News Under the Radar FRIDAY

May 25, 2018 23
Bisgaard joins innovative educational 
startup Whittle School and Studios

During an  a l l -school 
assembly, Head of School Dennis 
Bisgaard announced that he would 
be leaving KO after 12 laudable 
and praiseworthy years of service.   

Mr. Bisgaard was offered 
a new job as the head of a global 
educational start-up called 
Whittle School and Studios, 
and he wants to see what 
that opportunity has in store. 

Prior to joining the KO 
community in 2006, Mr. Bisgaard 
worked at the Shady Hill School 
in Cambridge, Mass. from 2000-
2006 where he served as the Asso-
ciate Director and Acting Head. 

Preceding this appoint-
ment, Mr. Bisgaard was a teacher, 
coach, advisor, and administrator 
at Vejlefjord Højere Skole in Vejle, 
Denmark, the Bryn Mawr School in 
Baltimore, Maryland and the Colle-
giate School in New York City.

In addition to having a signif-
icant background in independent 
school leadership, Mr. Bisgaard 
also holds many degrees that have 
provided a stronger understanding 
in each of the jobs that he has had. 

He holds a Bachelor’s 
of Science degree in Physical 
Education from Odense Univer-
sitet in Denmark and a Candi-
dates Magisterial degree (which 
is the equivalent of a Ph.D.) in 
American and British literature. 

He has also received a 
Master’s of Arts degree in Educa-
tional Administration in Private 
School Leadership at the Klin-
genstein Center of Teachers 
College, Columbia University. 

Furthermore, he studied 
African and Caribbean litera-
ture at Temple University and 
holds a year-long graduate 
fellowship from the institution. 

H e  a l s o  w o r k e d 
a t  the  Harvard  Pr inc ipa l 
Center in Cambridge, Mass. 

Mr. Bisgaard is not only 
the Head of School for KO, 

by ’Ishaa Sohail

Inphographic of  what Whittle Schools and Studios will value. Courtesy of  www.gettingsmart.

the following boards: National 
Association of Independent 
Schools, the Student Achieve-
ment Through Opportunity board, 
WALKS Foundation, SPHERE 
Consortium, Founders League, 
Men Make a Difference, Men 
Against Domestic Violence at 
Interval House, and MiddleOak. 

His newest venture, a world-
wide network of independent 
pre-K-12 schools will accommo-

date children from the ages of three 
to 18 and commence in the fall of 
2019 when it welcomes  students 
to its first two campuses in Wash-
ington D.C. and Shenzhen, China. 

Each consecutive year, 
the organization will add more 
so that there will be a total 
of 36 campuses in 15 coun-
tries throughout the world. 

American media, educa-
tional leader, chairman, and CEO 
of Whittle School and Studios, 
Christopher Whittle, assembled 
a group of thoughtful innovators, 
architects, designers, educators, 
and leaders who all shared the 
same goal of launching, according 
to organization’s website: “the 
world’s first truly global school.” 
The goal of the school is to 
“graduate students with the skills, 
knowledge, and character to 
succeed in the Innovation Age.” 

The school consists of a  
critical configuration of tenuous 
programs and mindful explora-
tion of current learning practices. 

The school will not only 
support students to attain further 
knowledge that they cannot 
gain in the classroom, but 
also form pragmatic relation-

ships with partners and profes-
sors from all over the world. 

An outstanding team, 
educated by original associates 
and an international intellec-
tual planning board, generated a 
model for the school that consoli-
dated ten essential innovations 
that established an advanced 
principle for excellent education. 

The Global Advisory Board 
consisted of 10 members from 

eight different countries who 
provided advice and informa-
tion to the school on all the fields 
(architeture, education, tech-
nology, medicine, and athletics) 
that they were educated on. 

T h e  m e m b e r s  w e r e : 
Co-chairs Benno Schmidt and Jean 
Liu, Clarissa Farr, Dan Vasella, Dr. 
Kwame Appiah, Pheroza Godrej, 
Renzo Piano, Dr. Robert Birgeneau, 
Yang Yang, and Hareb Al Darmaki. 

The Educational Advi-
sory Board was composed of 
Chair Tom Vander Ark, Dr. Todd 
Rose, Dr. Pavel Luksha, Dr. 
Melina Uncapher, and Cindy Mi. 

They presented specific 
aspects of educational operations 
and expertise on educational design. 

 The first innovation was 
personalized learning. This novelty  
strengthens relationships among  
students, educators, and parents 
by conforming learning to inten-
sify a student’s social, emotional, 
physical and academic growth. 

Personalized learning also  
increases student autonomy, 
buy-in,  and leadership by 
educating themselves in the 
way that works best for them. 

This helps the students have a 

voice in what does and doesn’t work 
in terms of what they are learning.

The second innovation was 
“holistic advisory,”  which means 
that students will be advised to 
observe different scenarios and 
situations that they will face 
in their lives as a whole, and 
not just a collection of parts. 

With this type of coun-
seling, all aspects of a students’ 
life  are intimately connected in 

an  equitable manner that gives 
adolescents a chance to grow 
and transform academically. 

Additionally, it  quali-
fies them for a profitable and 
successful progression as they 
grow up and navigate the world.

Along with  direct ing 
students in a distinct way, the 
school also recognizes that 
students are the future and should  
receive the leadership necessary to 
solve solve local and global issues.

As a result, the insti-
tute pushes students to allow 
themselves to make mistakes 
and reflect on things that have 
and have not worked for them, 
encouraging students to practice 
retrospection and self-reflection.

Aside from permitting  
students to make mistakes, 
the institute fosters access 
to involvement both inside 
and outside the classroom.

Students  are  a l lowed 
to participate in internships 
outside of school and work 
on  independen t  p ro jec t s . 

This  program sparks 
learn ing  exper iences  tha t 
stimulate understanding and 
teamwork by addressing chal-

 “I think that there 
is just something 
about starting 
from the get-go 
that is enjoyable,”

– Mr. Bisgaard

but he is also a Board Member 
a n d  E d u c a t i o n a l  L e a d e r. 

Over the past 25 years, he has 
assisted on multiple local, regional, 
and national boards and as an 
advisor for independent schools. 

He currently works on 

lenges that leaders face today. 
Whi t t l e  Schoo l  a l so 

allows students to learn abroad, 
enabling them to discover 
other cultures and countries 
from their very own perspec-
tive instead of from a textbook

Students are allowed to 
immerse themselves in the culture 
and appreciate cultures that they 
typically would not see everyday. 

The final innovation is 
the fact that Whittle School 
and Studios is a global school. 

Th i s  emphas izes  the 
idea of different connections 
that the students can make 
with one another, even if they 
are not on the same campus.

As a global school, Whittle 
will empower students to find their 
own personal potential with the help 
of people from all over the world. 

They will  be able to 
find human connections and 
share a passion for learning 
with others that they might not 
always be able to find, acceler-
ating the revolution of learning. 

Mr. Bisgaard said that he 
will miss everything and everyone 
at KO, but he is looking forward to 
creating something from scratch. 

“I think that there is just 
something about starting from 
the get-go that is enjoyable,” he 
said. “There aren’t set traditions, 
or beliefs, or customs, everything 
is new to everyone and it’s inter-
esting to see what we can create.”

Junior Ben Poulios said 
that he knows that Mr. Bisgaard 
will thrive in D.C. “I know that 
he is going to be very successful 
with his new job!” Ben said.

S o p h o m o r e  E s h a 
Kata r ia  agrees  wi th  Ben 
and said, “Mr. Bisgaard was 
an  engag ing ,  suppor t ive , 
thoughtful Head of School 
who took pride in the commu-
nity and all that it had to offer. 

Monica Bisgaard, Mr. 

“Mr. Bisgaard 
was an engaging, 
supportive, 
thoughtful Head 
of School who 
took pride in the 
community and 
all that it had to 
offer.” 

– Esha Kataria 

Bisgaard’s wife, who has been a 
part of KO for as long as he has, 
said that she will miss the sense 
of community that KO offers. “We 
will certainly miss this place...to 
the heart, I will miss being a part 
of this really special community 
of teachers, parents, students and 
all of the schools that we are asso-
ciated with,” said Mrs. Bisgaard.

Nonetheless, she is really 
looking forward to what opportuni-
ties lie in Washington D.C. “I look 
forward to what lies ahead, what 
journeys we will take, how we will 
be influencing the lives of children 
in a new way,” said Mrs. Bisgaard.



KID, YOU’LL MOVE 
MOUNTAINS! 

...You’re off to Great Places! 
Today is your day!

Your mountain is waiting, 
So...get on your way!

-Dr. Seuss

And when you get the 
choice to sit out or dance, 
we hope you’ll dance...

Congratulations, Robert! We are so proud of you every day. You 
never cease to amaze us with all that you do. You work so hard, have 
accomplished so much, and are a kind, grounded, and humble young 

man. We know that you will continue to do great things at Vassar. 
Enjoy this journey. Remain the shining star that you are, and be 

happy! And Fly like an Eagle!

All our love, 
Mom and Dad

We wish you happiness and 
success on all your upcoming 

adventures! 

Happy Graduation!

Love, 
Dad, Mom, and Courtney



Congratulations Haley!

We are so proud of your 
accomplishments!

Love, 
Mom, Dad,

Christopher and Grace



 

Best wishes 
from the  

KO News!

Congratulations Eliza and the 
Class of 2018!

May your dreams take you to the corners of your smile!

We are so proud of you and love you very much!

Mom, Dad, Ben and Tucker



Congratulations Hannah  
and the Class of 2018

We are so proud of you! 

“Wherever you go, no matter what the weather, 
you always bring your own sunshine.”  

~ Anthony J. D’Angelo

Love, 
Mom, Dad, Max, Sasha 

Waldo & Leon
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Wyverns soar to new heights against 
strong opponents with 9-10 record
by Sean James ‘19

B o y s  v a r s i t y  b a s e -
ball battled through a tough 
season with a 9-10 record. 

The team also had to 
reschedule their senior day game 
against South Kent, since it was 
cancelled because of the rain. 

On Monday, May 14, 
the team squared off against a 
strong Choate Rosemary Hall 
for the second time this season. 

In their previous matchup, 
at Choate, the boys pulled off 
a  win, maybe one of the most 
meaningful of the season. 

Assistant Coach Ryan 
Radmanovich said that was 
the first time they had beat 
Choate in around 15 years. 

In their first matchup, 
the  boys  p layed wel l  on 
bo th  s ides  o f  t he  f i e ld . 

Some  o f  the i r  more 
notable hits were from junior 
second baseman Connor Paten-
aude, senior catcher, outfielder 
Co-captain Jimmy DiVirgilio, 
and senior catcher, outfielder 
C o - c a p t a i n  M a r k  P l a c e . 

The pitching, although 
the final score was 7-6, was 
phenomenal. Senior pitcher 
and outfielder Co-captain Ben 
Tauber got the starting nod and 
pitched very well, only giving 
up a few hits here and there.

Sophomore pitcher and 
second baseman Nicholas Cannata 
came in close and was caught in 
a sticky situation with the bases 
loaded at one point late in the game. 

Tauber battled through it 
and closed out the inning not 

letting a run cross the plate. 
To the Wyverns’ dismay, 

it was a tale of two completely 
different games on Monday. 

Both teams could not 
hit their opposing pitchers.

J u n i o r  p i t c h e r  E v a n 

Moore  go t  the  s ta r t  and 
pitched a beautiful game up 
until around the third inning. 

Walked and hit batters 
loaded the bases, and another 
w a l k  b r o u g h t  t h e  g a m e 
-winning run across the plate. 

The Wyverns bats were 
cold against Choate’s pitching. 
Sophomore shortstop Jack 
Marshall had two of the team’s 
three hits early on in the game. 

Senior outfielder Noah 
Gibson gave the team their third 

hit in the bottom of the seventh 
inning, pinch hitting for junior first 
baseman Jack Johnson.“It’s just 
tough on us mentally, because we 
were hitting so well very early on 
in the season, but we have kind of 
been on a slow decline as the season 
has come to a close,” he said.

However, Patenaude said 
he isn’t worried about it A final 
score of 1-0, is hard on every-
body. Moore, even though the 
Wyverns lost, pitched a tremen-
dous game, only giving up one run. 

“That’s when it’s hard for 
me as a pitcher. To only give 
up one run and lose 1-0 kind of 
stings, but I’m sure we’ll be back 
to hitting the ball hard in our last 
two or three games,” Moore said. 

Their final two games were 
against a competitive Westmin-
ster team, and a strong Loomis 
Chaffee team. The boys had 
already played each of these teams 
once, at both of their respective 
home fields, but for the second 
match up, the teams competed 
on KO’s Mandell Baseball Field. 

In their previous matchup 
against Loomis, the team fought 
tremendously hard until the very 
last inning. Sadly, Loomis hit a 
walk-off single to win the game. 

In their previous matchup 
against Westminster, the boys 
played a good game; unfortunately 
Westminster played just a little 
better, edging past the Wyverns 2-3. 

In the rematch against 
Westminster, the Wyverns pulled 
out a 6-1 win. This win was espe-
cially rewarding since this was 
their Senior Day, celebrating 
the eight seniors on the team.   Senior outfielder and Co-captain Ben Tauber rounds second base with his eyes at home. Photo by Ali Meizels ‘19.

“The learning 
that began here at 
KO for all of us is 
indeed profound 
in shaping who we 
are and who you 
will become.”

–Mr. Scranton

Continued from page 1.

Commencement commences Congratulations to the 
2018-2019 SGA Officers          

and Executive 
Committee Members!

Class of 2019:
President: Ellis Winfree

VP: Josh Leshem
Class of 2020:

President: Juanita Asapokhai
VP: Jacqui Ouellette

Class of 2021:
President: Emma Henry

VP: Sloan Duvall
Speaker: 

Andrew Holland
Treasurer: 
Jack Gao

Secretary: 
Spencer Schaller

as a learner. “It was there 
that I learned to love reading 
thanks to Mr. Peacock. I learned 
that not all French teachers were 
as scary as Monsieur Berard 
thanks to Mrs. Reynolds, better 
known to most of you as Mrs. 

Dunn. I learned that when it came 
to me and math, Mrs. Repp had 
to be the most patient teacher on 
the planet,” Mr. Scranton said.

Then he continued to 

illustrate how much he learned 
and grew from his time at KO. 

“I learned what it meant to 
have a real friend, to have a girl-
friend, to lose friends and have 
relationships come to an end. I 
even learned what it meant to 
have a friend pass away at an age 
when the only people in our lives 
who died were “old.’  I learned 
a lot about a lot of things,” he 
said. “The learning that began 
here at KO for all of us is indeed 
profound in shaping who we 
are and who you will become.” 

Mr. Scranton said that life-
long learning is a global phenom-
enon. “We are always growing and 
evolving as individuals because we 
are learning, it is when we stop 
learning that we stop growing. 
Perhaps this is one of the many 
reasons I became a teacher,” he said.

Mr. Scranton said that there 
are many connective threads 
between himself and the current 
senior class. “I started here seven 
years ago, so this was my first KO 
cycle where I began with 28 seven 
year seniors,” he said. “It’s kind of 
fun we began this journey together.” 

He said that this year’s senior 

class was very special to him in the 
sense that it was a diverse group 
with a lot of different talents and 
strengths. “I think every senior 
class has a collective personality 
and I feel that this year’s senior 
class has been one that the faculty 
as a whole can take pride in,” 
he said. “They were thoughtful, 
kind, nice, and generous to 
each other,  and extremely 
supportive of one another.” 

Form Six Dean David Hild 
said that he thinks Mr. Scranton 
was a great choice and that he 
looks forward to Commencement 
every year. “It’s a formal tradi-
tional event that’s been almost the 
same for decades,” he said. “It’s 
one of those bittersweet days.” 

Mr. Bisgaard agreed that 
this year ’s Commencement 
had a lot of feelings associ-
ated with it for him. “I feel like 
I’m graduating with them,” he 
said. “I just want to encourage 
people to be true to themselves.”

The graduates will surely 
be missed by the entirety of the 
KO community. “This group has 
really impressed me and made the 
school proud,” Mr. Scranton said. 
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Varsity softball stays positive to 
end the season on a high note
by Cici Chagnon ’21

The varsity softball team 
worked hard on their hitting 
and continued to rise to the 
challenge, striving for a few 
more wins as they finished off 
their season with a 6-6 record.   

After a close 2-1 loss to Mari-
anapolis School, the young team 
diligently practiced in hopes of 
conquering Williston Northampton 
School on Spring Sports Day. 

Despite senior pitcher and 
infielder Co-captain Noelani 
Jackson-Sherman striking out 17 
Marianapolis batters, the Wyvern 
defense struggled, giving up two 
runs in the fourth inning and Mari-
anapolis pulled through with a win.

Head Coach Jason Bradley 
said they worked on hitting a 
lot in practices. “We definitely 
want to grow and have competi-
tive, quality at bats,” he said.

In other games such as 
Kent and Pomfret, however, the 
team had great success, beating 
Kent 14-2, and Pomfret 11-9.  
“[In the Kent game it] all just 
kind of came together,” said 
Jackson-Sherman, “and I think 
a lot of it was because Kyra was 
pitching and she’s younger so 
everybody wants to back her up.” 

With six freshmen,  seventh-

grader outfielder and pitcher Kyra 
Dunnirvine, and eighth-grader 
outfielder Karishma Lawrence, 
the varsity squad is definitely 
young. “A lot of younger players 
and some middle schoolers have 
had to step up,” said senior short-
stop and outfielder Co-captain 
Dakota McMahon. McMahon 
said that the younger players have 
worked really hard this season 
and have a strong work ethic.

While their inexperience 

may have shown through at times, 
Assistant Coach Lauren Yaffa 
agreed that they’re hard workers 
and that the upperclassmen 
contributed greatly to the work 
ethic. “All of the seniors, captain 
or not, are all being looked up to by 
the younger players,” said Coach 
Yaffa. “I think they’ve done a 
great job at being role models.” 

Both Coach Bradley and 
Coach Yaffa said that the team 
could improve on hitting, but 

Coach Bradley added that their 
bunting improved tremendously. 

Coach Yaffa said the 
communication improved too. 
“Communication is really impor-
tant to a sport like this where 
you’re pretty much doing some-
thing one at a time,” she said. 

The  team had or ig i -
nally hoped to go to the New 
England Playoffs, but since their 
loss to Marianapolis the road 
to the playoffs was unlikely. 

As the young Wyverns 
neared the end of the season, their 
goal was to end on a high-note, 
especially for their Senior Day, and 
until recently Spring Sports Day. 

The Spring Sports Day 
game, which was canceled 
due to weather, would’ve had 
KO face off against Williston-
Northampton, a team who has 
dominated the league all season.

The more recent Loomis 
game was an easy win as 
expected, and was cut short by 
the mercy rule, KO winning 
14-2. The game against Miss 
Porter’s also ended in a KO 
victory, with a final score of 7-4.  

One of the toughest games 
of the season was the final game 
against Suffield Acedemy. In 
spite of Suffield’s reputation, the 
Wyverns went into the game deter-
mined to play competitive ball. 

Sherman-Jackson pitched  
six shut-out innings in this last 
game of her KO career, but Suff-
ield came back in the sixth inning 
with a homerun and another run 
scored on some errors in the field. 
The Wyverns lost to Suffield 4-2. 

Nevertheless, the team 
played some of their best softball in 
these final games of the season, and 
the team looks forward to another 
competitive season next year.  

Boys lacrosse battles on despite  
a difficult and long season

The boys lacrosse team 
played a tough schedule and 
battled hard throughout their 
season, ending with a 1-12 record.  

The boys played hard 
against The Gunnery School on 
Wednesday, May 2, but fell short 
of a win with a score of 10-2. The 
team faced a tough loss to Suff-
ield Academy on Wednesday, 
May 5 with a score of 16-4. 

The team then turned 
their attention to a home game 
against Hopkins School on 
Saturday, May 12. The boys 
battled hard but unfortunately 
couldn’t come up with a win. 

During their last game, 
which was also Senior Day, the 
boys played Wilbraham and 
Monson Academy. They battled 
hard throughout the game but sadly 
fell short with a score of 13-3.

Head Coach Mark Conklin 
said that despite only winning 
one game, the players have 
taken strides toward improving 
the culture and playing for each 
other instead of themselves.

 He said that the team is 
very young and has a bright future 
ahead of them. “I am seeing 

young guys gain the confidence 
needed to compete,” he said.

 Defender Co-captain 
David Arcesi said that the team 
got along very well together. He 
said that a goal was to have fun and 
improve. He said that one of the 
team’s strength was having sopho-
more Owen Jakacky in goal. “This 
season is less frustrating, since 

we got Owen in goal,” he said. 
Coach Conklin said that 

one of the team’s strengths was 
their defense and how the players 
were able to have fun during 
difficult times. “The guys look 
forward to practice because it 
is fun,” Coach Conklin said. 
“They build the right culture.”

The team had their toughest 

stretch of the season over these 
last couple of weeks. The 
outcomes of the games were not 
favorable, but different players 
contributed in meaningful ways. 
The younger players scored 
goals and the team improved 
through these tough times.

Coach Conklin said that the 
goal for the end of the season was 

to leave the games knowing that 
the team put their best product 
in the field. He said that the goal 
was to play four quarters of the 
best lacrosse the team has ever 
played. “We haven’t played a 
complete game to the best of our 
ability,” Coach Conklin said. 

The team this year was 
young and had many new faces, 
but with the young squad each 
game brings more hope and 
excitement for the future. “If we 
had young voices on last year’s 
team, we would have had more 
success,” Coach Conklin said. 

Arcesi said that the team 
needs to work on their passing 
and catching, even though it  
improved throughout the season. 
“We need to work on our lacrosse 
skills,” Arcesi said. “We also need 
to work on keeping tempers low.”

The boys lacrosse team 
does not have the record they 
were hoping for this season, but 
they kept their heads up high 
throughout the difficult times. They 
battled through every game and 
got better as the season went on. 

This young, hopeful team 
improved the culture of boys 
lacrosse at KO, and the team remains 
optimistic about their future. 

by Kush Kataria ’20

Junior Jack Cavo races to pick up a ground ball aganist Wilbraham and Munson School. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

Dakota McMahon fires a strong throw over to first base in atttempt to throw out the runner. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.
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Players of the

Moment:

Senior Jimmy DivVrgilio. Photo courtesy of 
the KO website.

     by Jamie Amell ‘20            
        and Sean James ’19

Junior Nicole Genga 
and Senior Jimmy Divirgilio

Junior Nicole Genga.  Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

Junior  Nicole  Genga 
continues to play great lacrosse 
for the girls varsity lacrosse team 
this year. This is Genga’s third year 
starting on the team and she is a 
force to be reckoned with. So far 
this season Genga has scored 33 
goals, which is a new record for 
her while playing for the Wyverns.

Genga is a very experi-
enced player with eight years of 
playing under her belt. In addition 
to playing for the KO team, she 
also plays for a club team outside 
of school. “What I love about the 
KO team is the bond I have with 
all of my teammates and coaches,” 
said Genga. “We have the ability 
to have a productive practice 
but have fun at the same time.”

On Monday, May 7, Genga 
had a strong performance against 
Miss Porter’s School, scoring one 
goal and dishing out two assists. 
On Wednesday, May 9, Genga 
added five goals to her season 
total against Westover School 
to win with a score of 22-1. 

Genga’s school coaches are 
very impressed with her skills and 
active role on the team.“Nicole 
is having a really good year as 
the second leading scorer,” said 
Head Coach Timothy Allerton. 
“Her club team has helped her 
improve her play, and she has 
gotten to the point where she will 
be leading the KO team next year.” 

Wi th  a l l  o f  Genga’s 
successes, she still has a lot more 
KO lacrosse ahead of her. Genga 
is excited for next year. “I am 
excited to step up and teach some 
of the newer players how our 
offense and defense work,” she 
said.  “I am especially excited to 
do this alongside fellow juniors 
Mia Seymour, Jane Dunbar, and 

Nicole
Genga

Jackie Dugan, and to work closely 
with our two coaches to have the 
most successful season possible.” 

Jimmy
DiVirgilio

Senior catcher, outfielder 
Co-captain Jimmy DiVirgilio 
has had a very impressive season 
earning him this month’s Player 
of the Moment for the boys. 

Head Coach Steve Cannata 
says that he is the best all 
around player that the team has. 
Assistant Coach Ryan Radma-
novich says DiVirgilio really 
puts the team before himself.

Junior pitcher Evan Moore 
and DiVirgilio have grown 
very close over the stretch of 
this season and their past years 
playing together. The team 
has two catchers, DiVirgilio 
and senior catcher Co-captain 

Mark Place, but when Moore 
is on the mound, DiVirgilio 
is usually behind the plate. 

“Jimmy and I just have 
this connection and  it usually 
works out pretty well ,  so 
why break it,” said Moore

Place says that he likes 
having another catcher on the 
team. “It’s nice having another 
catcher as good as Jimmy because 
we both get to rest and not play 
every single game of the season 
behind the plate,” he said. 
“That also means we are well-
rested and ready to play our best 
when we are behind the plate.” 

DiVirgilio said that he loves 
this team and how different they 
are from his teams in the past. 
“We have a different makeup than 
previous years. Our whole infield 
is different from last year beside 
our third baseman, senior Jake 
Rowland. Everybody just steps up 
when it’s needed,” said DiVirgilio. 

DiVirgilio is one of the 
team’s all around leaders. He 

and Place share the load of 
leadership for the team. When 
the team is in the field, you 
can hear DiVirgilio calling out 
how many people are out, and 
that same thing goes for Place. 

DiVirgilio, at one point in the 
season, had a 17-game hit streak 
going. That’s either the longest, 
or one of the longest hitting 
streaks in KO baseball history. 

DiVirgilio has definitely 
left a mark on KO baseball. 
He is committed to Susque-
hanna University to continue 
playing the sport that he loves. 

“KO baseball has been so fun 
for me and has given me so many 
memories, ones that I’ll never 
forget. The Florida trips with my 
guys will definitely be something 
to never forget,” said DiVirgilio. 

DiVirgilio has left some 
big shoes to fill behind the 
plate, but sophomore catcher 
and third baseman Tim Cotter 
will take the rains next year to 
follow in DiVirgilio’s footsteps. 

Boys, girls track and field teams 
hurdle through competitions

by Nick Traver ‘20

On Wednesday,  Apri l 
25, the track team’s meet was 
canceled due to bad weather, 
but that didn’t stop the track 
team from honoring its seniors, 
with a senior day in the gym. 

Accord ing  to  s en io r 
captain Trey Taylor, the day was 
still special.“The day still had 
the same effect,” Taylor said.

The boys team had their 
first meet on Saturday, April 
28, against Brunswick School, 
Greenwich Academy, and Taft 
School. The girls team faced 
off against Taft School, Sacred 
Heart, Greenwich Academy, and 
Hopkins School. The boys team 
placed second in their meet, 
beating Brunswick and losing 
to Taft. The girls team came in 
fourth with Taft winning the meet.

Junior  Broox Bolden 
ran the 200 meter dash in 26.1 
seconds, coming in first place. He 
also placed first in the 100 meter 
running 11.3 seconds. Bolden also 
ran in two relays, the 4 x 400 relay 
and the 4 x 100 relay where he 
came in second and first respec-
tively. Senior Keegan Toland 

had a tremendous day coming in 
first in two events, the discus and 
javelin, and second in the shot put.

Stand- out performance for 
the girls team included freshman 
Annelise Vaughn who came in 
second for the 800 and ran in the 
winning 4 x 400 relay and sopho-
more Ainsley Vaughn who came 
in second in both the 100 and the 
200. Ainsley Vaughn also partici-
pated in the the 4 x 400 relay and 
the 4 x 100 relay, and in both races 
the Wyverns came in first place.

On Wednesday, May 2, 
the Wyverns faced off against 
Millbrook School, Williston 
Northampton School ,  and 
Watkinson. The boys and girls 
teams both placed second.

Key performances included 
freshman Jeff Davis and junior 
Ellis Winfree. Davis ran well, 
placing second in two events 
while also placing first in another 
event. In addition, Winfree threw 
well, winning the discus event. 

An. Vaughn won the 800 
and junior Erin Bowen placed 
first in the 300 hurdles along with 
finishing second in a strong 400.

The next Saturday, the KO 
track and field teams traveled to 

Cheshire for a meet. The boys 
and girls teams both emerged 
victorious, taking first place.

For the boys team, senior 
Kian Issari won the high jump, 
came in second in the triple jump 
while also finishing first in javelin 
for the team. Senior captain 
Varun Tankala also ran well as he 
placed first in the 800 while also 
helping the boys 4 x 400 relay win.

Freshman Abby Fernald 
won the 1500 while also winning 
the javelin. Bowen also had a 
strong showing as she finished 
first in the long jump while also 
coming in first in the 300 hurdles.

The KO track and field 
team then had their Founders 
League meet on Saturday, May 
12. The emphasis of this meet 
wasn’t necessarily to win against 
the much bigger and more expe-
rienced teams, though. Heach 
Coach Alex Kraus said that the 
goal was to prepare for New 
Englands, while staying healthy. 

“We try not get hurt at 
Founders, while still getting 
mentally ready,”Coach Kraus 
said. He also said that the meet 
was very important for getting 
used to competition that they 

would be facing at New Englands. 
Another focus of Founders 

was to zero-in on certain events. 
“Focusing on two events you can 
do well in is the point of Founders,” 
Head Coach Tricia Watson said.

Nevertheless, the Wyverns 
still had to compete at Founders. 
The boys team came in eighth out 
of eight teams while the girls team 
placed fifth out of seven teams.

Bolden finished third in 
the 100 along with an eighth 
place finish in the 200. He also 
helped the team in relays. Toland 
was also able to place fourth 
in both shot put and javelin.

For the girls, Bowen came 
in third in the 300 hurdles and the 
400 while also helping the relays. 
Fernald also had a strong showing 
at Founders as she finished third 
in the javelin, sixth in the 1500, 
and ninth in the girls discus.

On Saturday, May 19, both 
the boys and girls team concluded 
their season at New England cham-
pionships up in Maine. Both the 
girls and the boys team placed fifth 
out of 20.The focus of this meet 
for both teams was to compete 
and not worry specifically about 
what place they attained. “We 

[showed up] and ran competi-
tively,” Coach Watson said. 

In the girls 4 x 100, senior 
captain Amiya Young, freshman 
Rinese Sterling, freshman Cici 
Chagnon, and junior Sydni Jett 
exemplified their improvement 
over the season, with a time of 
53.65, taking third. The girls 4 
x 400 team had a strong finish, 
seizing second place, in a race 
decided in the final lap. Ai. Vaughn 
took the baton and passed Pingree 
with a split of 60.8. Overall, 
the girls posted an impressive 
10-5 record in dual meet events.

The boys relay teams also 
ran well. Just like the girls, the 
4 x 100 team took third and 
the 4 x 400 team took second. 
The 4 x 100 time of 45.87 
was the Wyverns’ season best.

Junior Broox Bolden had 
a remarkable showing at New 
Englands, taking second in the 200 
and third in the 100 with times of 
23.29 and 11.55, respectively. In 
fact, Bolden’s third place finish 
in the 100 was the highest finish 
for a KO boy in the past 10 years. 

Over the course of the 
season, the boys maintained a 12-2 
record in dual meet competitions.
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Coach Alex Kraus was 
awarded the Nadal Sportsmanship 
Award by the Founders League. 
This award is given annually 
to athletes, coaches, and teams 
who play by the rules and accept 
victory and defeat graciously. 
It may be awarded for sports-
manship in a specific competi-
tion or throughout the season. 

The Nadal Sportsmanship 
Award was originally given to a 
member of the Erikson Football 
League but was then expanded 
to other sports after the establish-
ment of the Founders League. 

The award was first estab-
lished in 1969 to honor coach 
and athlete Manuel D. Nadal 
at Kent School. He gradu-
ated from Kent in 1917, played 
football, hockey, and baseball 
and earned a total of 14 letters. 

He even served as captain 
for the hockey and baseball teams. 

After graduating, Nadal 

served in WWI. He then returned 
to Kent and coached football, 
hockey, and baseball for an incred-
ible 89 seasons as head coach. 
Throughout his career, he also 
served as the Assistant to the Head-
master and Director of Athletics. 

Coach Kraus currently is the 
head coach for boys track and field 
and boys swimming and diving. 
He has been the head coach of 
these teams for an impressive 32 
years and even has been the head 
coach for the girls track and field 
and swimming teams in the past. 

Coach Kraus said that 
his favorite part of coaching is 
seeing the athletes develop over 
the years and being with them 
for a long time. “Ideally, you 
see somebody develop over four 
years,” he said. “You don’t tend to 
see that as a teacher.” 

In addition to being an 
outstanding coach, he currently 
teaches science in the Upper School. 
He attended Williams College 
and took a wide range of courses, 

ranging from English to pre-med. 
Sophomore  N icho l a s 

Traver said that Coach Kraus 
is a great coach and always 
gets the best out of his athletes. 
He also said that Coach Kraus 
is really intelligent and strat-
egizes well against other teams. 

“He pushes his players 
to get better and makes them 
want to get better,” Traver said. 

Traver described Coach 
Kraus as an approachable person. 
“I am comfortable talking to 
him about everything whether 
it be for school or talking about 
the next race,” Traver said. 

Sophmore Jamie Amell said 
that Coach Kraus is an amazing 
coach and always has a player’s 
best intentions in mind while also  
looking over the whole team.  

Coach Kraus has inspired 
many coaches, athletes, and 
students through his kind, 
caring, and empathic nature 
whether it be in the classroom, 
in the pool, or on the track. 

by Kush Kataria ’20

Coach Kraus receives prestigious 
Nadal Sportsmanship Award

The boys varsity tennis team 
has had a strong season with a final 
record of 10-3. This year the team 
is composed of three seniors, two 
juniors, two sophomores, two 
freshmen, and one eighth grader. 

The team lost many of their 
top players from last year but 
were still able to have a strong 
season.“After graduating three of 
the top six players last year, the 
team has kept an exceptional record 
and has been invited to the Class A 
New England Tournament which 
was one of our goals for the year,” 
said Head Coach Andy Krugman. 

The team had an extremely 
competitive match against the 
Hotchkiss School winning 4-3. 
The deciding match came down 
to freshman Adam Na who won a 
long singles match, 6-3, 5-7, 10-7. 
“Throughout the season there 
have been many close matches 
that could have gone either way,” 
said Coach Krugman. Junior 
Luke Riemann plays number one 
singles and always faces a tough 
competitor. “Luke has to play the 
best singles players from all the 
schools,” said Coach Krugman. 
“He wins a vast majority of the 
matches which is very impressive.”

Riemann also plays No. 
1  doubles with senior Captain 
William Appleton. The duo won 
on Tuesday, May 8, against the 
Taft School. The win added to 
their victory over  Taft with an  
overall score of 4-1. Riemann, 
sophomore Nicholas Hamzavi, 
and eighth-grader Max William 

Kanz also won their singles 
matches contributing to the win. 

Appleton has been on the 
team for six years and played  
No. 2 singles and No. 1 doubles. 
“William is a great athlete and 
plays at a very high level,” said 
Coach Krugman. “He is a great 
kid who cares deeply about the 
school and the tennis program and 
he has been a very good captain.” 

On Friday, May 11, KO 
was victorious against Berkshire 
School winning 4-2. Appleton 
and Na won their singles matches 
competing at the one and two posi-
tions. Junior Adam Sonntag and 
Shastri won their matches playing 
in the three and four positions. 

 In addition, seniors Nat 
Bates and Adam Ovian had 
extremely close matches. Bates’ 
match went until a third set super 

tiebreaker, and Ovian had to try to 
come back from losing the first set. 
Although both of them came up 
short, they represented KO well. 

On Wednesday, May 9, the 
team went to Farmington to play 
miniature golf. “It was a great 
time and it was great to hang 
out and interact with the kids 
off the tennis court,” said Coach 
Krugman. “Although the team 
has lots of personalities, they are 
learning to deal with each other.”

 Shastri said he felt the team 
is very inclusive. “No one is left 
out and everybody brings some-
thing to the team,” Shastri said. 

 The victory against the 
Salisbury School put the team 
at 10-3. At the match, the team 
recognized the seniors Appleton, 
Bates, and Ovian for their hard 
work and commitment to the team.

by Jamie Amell ’20

Coach Kruas and Head of School Dennis Bisgaard smile after the swimming 
and track coach recieved the award. Photo courtesy of KO’s Facebook page.

Boys Tennis serves 
up winning season

followed by Carangelo and 
Eberle each with three goals 
and three assists. Bailey put in 
three goals, Genga added two, 
junior Mia Seymour had one 
goal and an assist, and sopho-
more Kathryn Westrick scored a 
goal. In net, sophomore Amelia 
Levine had seven saves to help 
the Wyverns become victorious. 

Although there were some 
close games that did not always 
end in KO’s favor, the team was 
able to come back and get some 
wins. “Although we lost some 
games we should have won, 
we got to a point where we are 
on the same page as a group,” 
said Head Coach Allerton.

The team has had a lot of 
outstanding players this season 
who were able to help the team 
succeed. “Lantieri is on track to 
beat the all time school record 
for scoring, and Levine has done 
a really good job in goal,” said 
Coach Allerton. “The rotating 
defense as a whole have had 
some outstanding games.”

The group of seven seniors 
have helped to bring the team 
together for the last couple of 
years. “They have been a great 
group to coach and have been 
a lot of fun, but also deter-
mined,” said Coach Allerton. 

As a group, the seniors 
have never had a losing record 
while on the team. “Over time, 
our success came from working 
together and getting comfort-
able with each player’s weak-
ness and strengths and using that 
to our advantage,” said Genga. 

The varsity girls lacrosse 
team has had a strong season with 
a record of 9-7. The team will be 
graduating a lot of talented players, 
but also have young and upcoming 
talent. The team was composed of 
seven seniors, three juniors, six 
sophomores, and three freshman. 

The team developed their 
skills throughout the season.“I 
feel as though a lot of girls have 
stepped up this year and many 
players have gained confidence 
which contributes to our success,” 
said junior Nicole Genga.

 On Thursday,  May 
3, the Wyverns were able to 
hold off Ethel Walker to win 
17-12. Senior Julia Lantieri led 
the team, scoring nine goals. 

In addition, Genga scored 
three, junior Haley Carangelo 
added two goals to the total and 
also had two assists, senior Mait-
land Bailey had two goals, and 
senior Abby Eberle also scored 
a goal and had five assists. 

The players tried to focus 
on the details this season.“As a 
team as a whole, I think we have 
really improved our fundamentals 
including stick work, allowing us 
to be successful when attacking,” 
said Genga. “Also, the defense 
has really worked together to 
cause the other team to drop the 
ball that ultimately resulting in us 
getting possession and scoring.”

On Wednesday, May 2, 
KO battled against the Hamden 
Hall Hornets. Once again,  Lant-
ieri lead the team with six goals, 

by Jamie Amell ’20

Girls lax ends 
season strong

Senior Captain William Appleton returns the ball. Photo by David Newman.
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The girls varsity tennis 
team wraps up a successful 
season with a  9-7 recod, 
making it to the quarterfinals. 

Early in the season, the 
team faced a strong opponent 
in Choate Rosemary Hall on 
Wednesday, April 18, and they 
were unable to come away 
with a victory, losing 6-3.

This was a winnable match 
according to Head Coach Ronald 
Garcia, but the problem was with 
doubles. The team was able to split 
singles, both teams winning three 
matches, but the Wyverns got swept 
in doubles, losing all three matches. 

T h a t  i s  w h y  C o a c h 
Garcia is putting a lot of 
emphasis on doubles in prac-
tice. “We have to volley better, 
and simply be better,” he said. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e 
work the team put in didn’t 
pay off immediately, as they 
faced  the  tough Hopkins 
School on Monday, April 23. 

Hopkins won this matchup 
9-0. Despite this loss, Coach 
Garcia remained optimistic as he 
was aware that Hopkins is a very 
good team, and they were favored 
to win New Englands this year.

The girls tennis team was 
soon able to string together some 
consistent matches, winning 
their next three matches by large 
margins. On Wednesday, April 25, 
KO faced Ethel Walker School 
where they were able to come out 
with a strong 7-2 win. Just two 

days later on Friday, April 27, 
the Wyverns faced The Gunnery 
School where they had a domi-
nating win with a score of 9-0. Then 
on Wednesday, May 2, the wyverns 
were able to keep their win streak 
alive, beating Miss Porter’s School 
by an impressive margin of 8-1.

C o a c h  G a r c i a  w a s 
happy with their team wins. 
“They were good wins. We 
played pretty well,” he said. 

Unfortunately, Westminster 
School defeated the Wyverns on 
Thursday, May 3, with a score of 
8-1. The wyverns then faced Loomis 

Chaffee School the following 
Monday where they lost 8-1.

The Wyverns did not 
let these few losses stop them 
though, as they bounced back 
with a dominating win over 
Cheshire Academy on Wednesday, 
May 9, where they won with 
an astounding score of 9-0. 

The Wyverns were then able 
to squeak away with a victory 
against Williston Northampton 
School on Thursday, May 10, 
where they edged the opposi-
tion out with a score of 4-3.

On Saturday, May 12, the 
girls tennis team took part in 
the Coe de Villafranca Tourna-
ment where they finished tied for 
fourth place out of eight teams. 

At season’s end, the team 
made it to quarterfinals and beat 
Berkshire 5-2. Unfortunately, 
they got knocked out in the semis 
against Westminster, losing 5-2. 

Even though the Wyverns 
have a winning record, they 
view this as a rebuilding year.

The team lost a lot of 
crucial players from last year, so 
the emphasis of this season was to 
improve and get better with every 
single match, along with becoming 
more experienced. Senior Captain 
Emma Smith was the only senior 
on the team, so fortunately 
the team will not be losing a 
lot of players for next season.

Coach Garcia said he thinks 
the season turned out a lot better 
than he expected. “We’re doing 
a lot better than I thought we 
would,” he said. Smith said that the 
team atmosphere has been great 
and that everyone is really driven 
to improve and get better. Coach 
Garcia said that a lot of players have 
worked hard and improved tremen-
dously including freshman Sydney 
Smith and junior Isa Raymond, 
along with the team as a whole. 

E. Smith said she is proud 
of Raymond for stepping up 
this year into the lineup as she 
plays three or four singles and is 
competing at a very high level.

Coach Garcia is optimistic 
for the future as he sees how 
far the team has come this year 
with all of their raw potential. 

Despite what happened this 
year, the KO girls tennis team 
will be back to their winning 
ways with their hard work. 

“We have a  winning 
culture, and that winning culture 
will continue no matter what 
happens this year,” E. Smith said.Ahana Nagarkatti stares down the competition. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

by Nick Traver ’20

Girls tennis serves a strong season

Golf takes a swing at their final tournaments 
Members of KO varsity 

Golf battled through a tough 
season with a 4-18 record, but 
they still hold their heads high.  

They played their last 
match of the regular season 
on Wednesday, May 16, away 
against Hopkins School away. 
The New England Champion-
ships followed that game on 
Saturday, May 19. The boys closed 
out the season at their very own 
Kingswood Invitational Tourna-
ment on Wednesday, May 23.

Junior Garth Swanson 
said the season started slowly 
since they are a young team, but 
they all just trusted the process 
and they improved as the season 
progressed. Junior James Amenta 
also said the season hasn’t 
gone as well as they hoped. 

Swanson and Amenta both 
praised freshman Henry Krieble for 
his incredible play throughout the 
season. “Henry Krieble is a consis-
tently good player on the team that 
always comes in with low scores 
every match,” Swanson said. 

Sophomore Troy Gostyla 
said that for him, there have  been 
ups and downs. “I’ve had some 
good rounds and have once gone 
up to fourth on varsity, but I also 
played number two on JV,” he 
said. “I’ve redone my entire swing, 
so I’m okay with where I’m at.”

Sophomore Niko Rodri-
guez has been shooting well as 
of late, and Swanson shot a 70 
when they played at Wyantenuck 
Country Club against Berkshire 
School and The Hotchkiss School. 

Gostyla said that the team 
doesn’t really have an official rival 
team it just depends on who they 
play the most. “These teams would 

probably be Loomis and AOF,” 
he  said.  “They put together such 
good teams year after year, and 
they are the teams which I know I 
need to bring my A game against.”

Swanson said the team’s 
hopes for the season are to retain 
the Keyes Plate for the third season 
in a row and to place well in the 
Founders League Tournament and 

the KIT’s at the end of the year. 
Gostyla said his personal 

hopes were to shoot well after 
adjusting his swing. “I have 
not achieved that goal, but I 
can see improvement going 
down the stretch,” he said. 

Swanson said the team’s 
goal was just to trust the process 
this year. “Since we have a 

young team we were just looking 
to improve as a team as the 
season progressed,” he said. 

Amenta said the team 
looked forward to every match 
they compted in. “Wednesday, the 
16, we [competed] for the Keyes 
Plate, which we have won over 
the past two years,” Amenta said. 

Gostyla  emphasized how 
young the team is and how much 
that played into each match and 
their season as a whole. “We do not 
have any seniors this year,” he said. 
“In a year or maybe in two years, 
we will all be shooting mid-30s.” 

Troy said after one of the first 
matches at Farmington Woods, Mr. 
Dunbar offered them the advice to 
stay away from the high scores. 

Gostyla said that at the 
match at Wyantenuck, key 
player Swanson shot really 
wel l  as  he  usual ly  does .   

Gostyla shared one of his 
most significant moments of 
the season.“It was memorable 
because I holed out from 160 
yards with a 7 iron,” Gostyla said. 
“It looked like it was straight on 
and when I walked down I didn’t 
see it on the green.  After looking 
around the green, the people in 
my group said they’ll help look 
after the putted out. When they 
pulled out the flag, they noticed 
there was a ball in there. Surely 
enough, it was a Callaway 3 
with a green circle around it.”

“We have a 
winning culture, 
and that winning 
culture will 
continue no 
matter what 
happens this 
year”

–Emma Smith

Junior Garth Swanson takes a big swing with his driver, keeping his eyes on the ball. Photo by David Newman.

by Sean James ’19


