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Kathleen DiSanto ’03 urges graduates to 
be true to core feelings, find happiness

On Friday, May 24, KO 
students and faculty bid farewell 
to the class of 2019 as they took the 
next step from seniors to alumni 
at the Commencement Ceremony. 

Graduation began at 10:30 
a.m. as the orchestra played and 
trustees, faculty, and lastly the 
seniors processed to their seats. 

After the chorus sang the 
school song, written by Orchestra 
Director Richard Chiarappa, 
history teacher Ted Levine deliv-
ered the prelude and initiated the 
event. Senior Matt Safallow then 
introduced the keynote speaker as 
physics teacher Kathleen DiSanto. 
Head of School Tom Dillow 
spoke at his first KO gradua-
tion after Ms. DiSanto, followed 
by Director of the Upper School 
Carolyn McKee, who handed out 
diplomas alongside Mr. Dillow. 

History teacher Rob Kyff 
concluded the ceremony with 
a final farewell to the senior 
class. The event was organized 
by Executive Assistant to Head 
of School Sherri Malinoski. 

Seniors celebrate seven years at KO
On Thursday, May 9, 

14 seniors commemorated 
their seven years at KO by 
attending a special “seven year 
senior” evening event at KO. 

Organized by Dean of the 
Middle School Kathy Dunn, 
seniors reminisced about their 
middle school days, conversed 
with their favorite KO faculty 
members, and celebrated gradua-
tion with their peers. “The seniors 
can invite any faculty, teachers 
or advisors they want,” Dean 
of Students Will Gilyard said. 

The evening began with 
a dinner in Mead Dining Hall. 
Seniors had the opportunity to 
invite faculty members from KO 
who had the biggest impact on 
them to eat dinner. “I sat with 
my parents, Nell and her mom, 
Mrs. Perkins, Mr. Chapman, and 
Mr. Gilyard, and it was a really 

fun table,” senior Lian Wolman 
said. “We reminisced about our 
memories over the past seven 
years, and it was very bittersweet.”

Senior Josh Lesham said 
he agreed this was a great part 
of the evening. “My favorite part 
was having the opportunity to 

reminisce about Middle School 
with all my old teachers,” Josh 
said. Senior Nell Schwartz said 
she also enjoyed dinner and 
thought the food was amazing. 

The special speaker was 
Emily Solomon, daughter of 
librarian Nancy Solomon. She was 

introduced by Nell and delivered 
a speech described by seniors as 
“touching” and “impactful.” This 
was senior Molly Baron’s favorite 
part of the program. “She explained 
that eventually everyone will find 
their niche in the world; however, it 
could take some time,” Molly said. 

Afterwards, the group 
of seniors, faculty, and parents 
moved into Roberts Theater to 
watch a slideshow of pictures 
of all of them throughout their 
years at KO. “Seeing all of our 
pictures from sixth to 12th grade 
was so funny and cute,” Nell said. 

Seeing their faces flash by 
made some seniors realize how 
fast their journey at KO went. “It 
was crazy to actually be at the 
seven year dinner because the 
past years have gone by so quick,” 
Lian said. “I can’t believe I am a 
senior and graduating this month.”

Mr. Gilyard described this 
event as an amazing, great KO 

tradition, and it seems like all of the 
seniors who attended would agree. 
Senior Eryk Jones is not only a 
seven year senior, but as a faculty 
child, he has been on campus for 15 
years. “Being a seven year senior 
is a unique experience,” Eryk said. 
“Being able to share so many of 
the same memories with a small 
group of people is really cool.”

This evening also made 
the seniors realize just how 
much they will miss Kingswood 
Oxford. “I will miss the commu-
nity feeling and small campus and 
how pretty KO is,” Nell said. “I 
will also miss the KO News and 
seeing my close friends every day.” 

Mol ly  echoed  Nel l ’s 
thoughts about missing the 
people who make KO great. 
“I will miss my friends from 
the past seven and even four 
years as well as the teachers 
who have helped me prepare 
for the next step,” Molly said.

Mrs. Malinoski worked hard 
to ensure that the ceremony went 
off without a hitch. Mr. Dillow 
said he was excited to experi-
ence his first commencement 
and enjoyed the learning process. 

“It’s such a great opportu-
nity to celebrate the seniors who 
have worked so hard for many 
years,” he said, “some of them for 
seven years here, others for four or 
fewer, but it’s always a wonderful 
celebration at the end of the year.”  
In his parting words to the seniors, 

Mr. Dillow advised them to 
always remember where they came 
from and to remember that their 
success going forward is not anyone 
else’s definition of success but that 
they get to decide what that is.

This year’s keynote speaker 
as chosen by the senior class was 
Ms. DiSanto. A KO graduate 
herself, Ms. DiSanto’s speech 

Seven year seniors stand on Alumni Hall steps. Photo courtesy of Mrs. Pisani.
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Ms. DiSanto poses in her physics classroom. Photo by Jane Liang ’21.

revolved around her own gradu-
ation experience and the plans 
that she had as a KO senior. 

Her five step “Kathleen 
DiSanto list for my life,” and 
more specifically the steps that 

didn’t work out, all tied into her 
theme of aligning your deci-
sions with yourself in order 
to achieve core happiness. 

“You have to sort 
of be ok with the 
fact that as time 
passes your defi-
nition of what 
happiness is will 
change.”

-Ms. DiSanto
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Alex Kasprak ’04 gives scoop on 
Snopes at Baird Journalism dinner
by Cici Chagnon ’21

On Monday, April 2 from 5:45 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m., the Baird Journalism Dinner 
was held in the Conklin Library. This year’s 
speaker, Alex Kasprak’ 04, is a writer for 
Snopes, a website dedicated to investi-
gation and debunking misinformation. 

The event was attended by faculty, 
KO News staff, and journalism students, 
and was opened by KO News Faculty 
Advisor Catherine Schieffelin. Mr. Kasprak 
was then introduced by senior Ben Small.

Mr. Kasprak’s powerpoint titled, 
“How to tell when someone on the internet 
is lying: debunking pseudoscience and 
propaganda for snopes.com,” discussed 
the ins and outs of his investigative work, 
which ranged from exposing climate change 
deniers to Islamophobic Facebook scams. 

His informative stories of investi-
gating explained how he debunks these 
false claims and why they’re damaging. 

This included an entertaining story 
about false climate change studies from Breit-
bart News, which argued that global warming 
research is fabricated by climatologists. 

Soon after publishing his own articles 
disproving this on Snopes, Mr. Kasprak was 
met with an article by the author of the false 
studies, titled “Delingpole: An Impertinent 
Pup from Snopes Tried to Fact-Check Me 
on Global Warming. Here’s My Reply…” 

Freshman journalism student Olivia 
Reynolds said that she found it inter-
esting to see the type of rebuttal journal-
ists receive. “I thought it was interesting 
to learn about the different types of jour-
nalism and to see how he works and the 

Stroud speaker Thorson explains 
multiple factors in climate change
by Aidan O’Loughlin ’20 

On Friday, April 26, KO held its annual 
Stroud Science Symposium. This year’s 
speaker, Dr. Robert Thorson, delivered a 

“I was happy that he 
emphasized the systems 
approach. You can’t 
focus on one thing, 
something like carbon 
dioxide increase. 
Climate change is a 
sort of domino effect. 
I thought his emphasis 
on the systems 
approach was impor-
tant.”

– Fritz Goodman

speech with the goal to educate the crowd 
about the science behind climate change and 

its many causes using a systematic approach. 
He was chosen as this year’s Stroud 

Science Symposium speaker by Upper School 
science Department Chair Fritz Goodman. 

“I chose him because I already knew 
about him, as he had done the sympo-
sium before,” Mr. Goodman said. “I have 
been reading a lot of articles and news-
papers about climate change, and how 
politics and emotions get in the way. So 
I asked him to speak about the science 
behind climate change.” Students were 
interested in having a speaker talk about 
something so relevant to today’s society. 

“I thought it was interesting having 
someone discuss an issue that affects 
everyone in the modern day,” junior Spencer 
Schaller said. “It is something that is so real 
in the current political climate and the world 
of science, and having a speaker come to 
talk about climate change helps show that to 
students who might not recognize that fact.” 

Dr. Thorson focused solely on 
the scientific aspect of climate change. 
A professor of geology at UCONN, he 
used his background to discuss a systems 
based approach to climate change. “I was 
happy that he emphasized the systems 
approach,” Mr. Goodman said. “You can’t 
focus on one thing, something like carbon 
dioxide increase. Climate change is a sort 
of domino effect. I thought his emphasis 
on the systems approach was important.”

Although there was no time for 

questions after his talk, students did seem 
to enjoy this year’s science symposium. 

“Compared to past symposiums, 
I thought it was an issue more people 
would be able to understand and have at 
least a superficial interest in,” Spencer 
said. “Other symposiums have been inter-

esting, but have been more niche topics 
and might not have been as interesting for 
those listeners not interested in science.”

Thus, Dr. Thorson’s talk had the 
intended impact: the crowd was able to learn 
about the science behind climate change, 
uninhibited by political ideals and emotions. 

Dr. Thorson, Mr. Goodman, and Sloane Duvall ’21, who introduced Dr. Thorson, smile happily for 
the camera after Dr. Thorson finished his talk on climate change.  Photo by Jacqueline Pisani.

Alex Kasprak, this year’s Baird Journalism dinner speaker pictured smiling as he delivers his 
speech to aspiring journalists about his time as a writer for Snopes. Photo by Jane Liang ’21.

processes that he goes through,” she said. 
 Mr. Kasprak also spoke about his 

work in exposing an Islamophobic Face-
book hoax, where a group of people 

would go to housing developments and 
create videos claiming that Americans 
living in the houses were being pushed 
out to make space for Syrian refugees. 

These hateful and entirely false videos 
are part of what Mr. Kasprak said makes 
his job as a fact-checker so important. 

The Baird Journalism Dinner 

was  founded  in  1992  to  honor 
E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r  Wa r r e n  B a i r d . 

The speakers are always alumni, and 
Ms. Schieffelin said that she believes this 

makes the dinner an even more valuable expe-
rience for students interested in journalism. 

“I just think it’s really valuable to 
hear someone’s story, someone who came 
from KO, and just the various paths that 
students take after graduation,” she said. 

Mr. Kasprak is a prime example 
of this, as he had been passionate about a 
variety of topics before discovering jour-
nalism, including art, history, and geology. 

Ms. Schieffelin also enjoyed how 
relevant Mr. Kasprak’s work in investiga-
tive journalism is in our world today. “I think 
it’s an incredibly important thing to focus on 
fact-checking in today’s media climate, so I 
think it was a really valuable talk,” she said. 

She said she also hopes that students 
walk away with more knowledge of jour-
nalism careers in general. “I think it’s just 
cool to see the different paths that students 
can take and also just to see the different 
range of things you can do in journalism,” she 
said. “And hopefully, be inspired a little bit.”

“I think it’s an incred-
ibly important thing 
to focus on fact-
checking... I think it 
was a really valuable 
talk”
–Catherine Schieffelin
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The editorials below represent the collective 
opinion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Benjamin Waldman, Kate Betts, 
Mackenzie McDonald, Noah Stanton, Kelly Malo-
ney, Alec Rossi, Lauren Barnes, Gwyneth McDon-
ald and Sasha Bash.

The editorials below represent the collective 
opinion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Jaden DiMauro, Esha Kataria, Alyssa 
Pilecki, Juliana Kulak, Ishaa Sohail, Cici Chagnon, 
Kush Kataria, Madeline Arcaro, Sophia Kaufman, Luv 
Kataria, Niki Taylor, Bella Leuschner, and Alma Clark. 

A Wyvern’s Tale

by Jaden DiMauro
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Kingswood Oxford provides students 
with opportunities to express themselves 
and their talents, such as with concerts, 
sports games, Forensic Union’s Show-
case, the annual Kingswood Oxford Invi-
tational Tournament for basketball, “epic” 
coffeehouses, the winter musical, form 
events, and most importantly, Class Night. 

Class Night, required for juniors 
and seniors and open to all other students, 
parents, and faculty, happens the night 
before Commencement each year and cele-
brates every member of the graduating class. 

Each senior has the opportunity go up 
and perform whatever they would like to, such 
as singing a song, delivering a speech, acting 
out a comedy sketch, displaying a work of 
art, or doing something else of their choice. 

Additionally, two seniors are selected 
ahead of time to emcee the event and they 
are expected to maintain a jovial environ-
ment, crack many jokes, and simply help 
make the night more special for everyone.

While Class Night is a wonderful 
event and brings the senior class together 
one last time before they officially end their 
high school experience altogether the next 
day, the KO News thinks that there should 
also be other opportunities for students to 

display their talent throughout all four years. 
For example, the KO News believes 

that by bringing back the Winter Assembly, 
where any student who wished to perform 
could, by creating a culture of performing 
at Tuesday assemblies, or by introducing 
an annual talent show or more social 
events, where students and possibly 
faculty do something they love either in 
front of their whole form or the whole 
school like with the prefect skits, King-
swood Oxford can help to foster a safe and 
welcoming community and further realize 
the school’s mission statement by doing so.

Oftentimes, when students run for 
a position in student government, they 
vouch to organize more form events in 
order to bring everyone together and 
make high school more memorable. 

However, while we do realize plan-
ning events and getting students to attend 
can be difficult or logistically near-impos-
sible, it is also true that form events currently 
occur only two to three times a year. 

Thus, we strongly encourage those 
students and faculty on student government 
to work with the rest of the school to imple-
ment more opportunities for all of us to come 
together and appreciate individual talents.

Showcase KO talent 

Accommodate AP students
 Junior year is already stressful 

enough as it is: you have hours of home-
work to do after school, your classes demand 
more thought and effort, you either have a 
test, paper, project, or lab due each week, 
you have to play sports and contribute to 
clubs, and it seems as if it’ll never end! 

 As the end of the year approaches, 
you would think that students, specifically 
upperclassman, would feel more relaxed 
because this demanding time is slowly 
coming to an end, but many think of it as 
even more stressful when compared to 
the rest of the year because of AP exams. 

 Each May, students that are 
enrolled in AP classes are required to 
take their courses’ culminated exam 
which are offered by the CollegeBoard. 

 While the scores that students receive 
on their AP exams don’t affect what said 
student’s grade is in the class, if one does 
well (meaning they receive a 4 or 5), then 
they can not only submit the score to colleges 
for credit, but also show how they perform 
on an exam that is rigorous because of the 

high expectations. Each exam typically takes 
more than three hours— longer for students 
with extended time accommodations— and 
includes about fifty multiple choice ques-
tions plus several free response questions. 

 KO’s administration tailors very 
well to the amount of stress that students 
may be dealing with during this month 
by allowing them to dress down, leave 
campus after their exam, and not need to 
attend the classes that they have that day.

R e g u l a r  a n d  h o n o r s  c l a s s 
teachers, however, don’t always recog-
nize how much pressure students may 
be under during this time and often 
pile even more work on their plates.

It is especially hard when other teachers 
give assessments during this time, since AP 
students are already rigorously studying.  

The KO News believes that teachers 
should understand that students have an 
unhealthy amount of stress in general, but 
especially at this time.  While students must 
keep up with their workload, teachers should 
meet them halfway  as well and try to help. 

By any historical measure, we 
currently live in a golden age for women’s 
rights. Women currently make up 47% of 
the United States workforce, with 40% of 
those holding college degrees, up from 
11% in 1970. Additionally, movements 
dedicated to exposing and reducing sexual 
assault and harassment such as Time’s Up 
and Me Too have become prominent in 
recent years, bringing a largely hushed issue 
squarely into the public eye. Logically, one 
would think that in light of these seeming 
cultural advances, public opinion regarding 
women’s rights issues and feminism would 
be evolving as well. However, it appears, 
almost paradoxically, as though the stronger 
modern feminism’s grip on mainstream 
coverage, politics, and legislation gets, the 
more misunderstood and stigmatized the 
feminist ideology — equality of the sexes 
—  and the word “feminist” itself becomes.  

In my experience, the current diatribe 
against feminism and those who call them-
selves feminists is based primarily on a 
series of misconceptions, the most promi-
nent of which is that the fundamental goal 
of the feminist movement is to orchestrate a 
systemic takeover of society while imposing 
their values and beliefs on unwilling citizens. 
Not only is this claim demonstrably false, but 
it makes a critical semantic mistake which 
is quite common among critiques of femi-
nism: confusing uniformity and equality. 

While at first glance, these words may 
appear to be similar or even synonymous, 
they are, in fact, quite different. Unifor-
mity, in its simplest form, means sameness. 
Many of those who argue against feminism 
make the claim that feminism and femi-
nists are attempting to do away with the 
idea that men and women are different. 
While there are undoubtedly some who 
attempt to make this argument, they are 
both misguided and in the minority. Basic 
biology tells us that men and women differ 
not only physically, but also cognitively. 

Not only do women develop 
quicker emotionally, but recent studies 
have demonstrated that men and women 
differ neurobiologically as well. For 
example, a recent Stanford University 
study found that, “Women excel in several 
measures of verbal ability — pretty much 
all of them, except for verbal analogies” 
whereas men, “can more easily juggle 
items in working memory” (stanford.edu). 

While this is obviously a singular 
example, it is demonstrative of the fact that 
modern science states, quite unambiguously, 

that differences between men and women 
do exist, and that these differences are not 
— as has been perpetuated for centuries — 
exclusively favorable for men. These are 
facts that few feminists will challenge, as, 
after all, the primary goal of the feminist 
movement is not androgyny, but equality. 

Feminists argue not that differences 
between men and women should be ignored, 
but rather that the existence of such differ-
ences is no excuse for the subjugation, 
degradation and oppression of women for 
millenia. In actuality, the true goal of the 
feminist movement, equality, or the provi-
sion of equal rights, opportunities and 
respect to all members of a society, is not 
only worthy and long overdue, but supported 
by an overwhelming majority of Americans 
(94% according to a 2016 poll regarding the 
passing of an Equal Rights Amendment). 

Logically, it would follow that since 
equality — the intrinsic tenant of feminist 
ideology — is so widely supported, femi-
nism itself would enjoy the same level of 
popular backing. This, however, is far from 
the case. According to a 2016 Washington 
Post poll, only 43% of American women 
and 23% of American men identified them-
selves as feminists. Therefore, one must 
ask why this discrepancy between those 
who support equality and those who iden-
tify as feminists exists. And the answer is 
quite simple: trivialization. Phrases such 
as “toxic masculinity,” and “social justice 
warrior,” have been perverted and jovi-
alized to the point where serious discus-
sions revolving around them are inhibited. 

For instance, the existence of toxic 
masculinity — certain norms of male 
behavior that are inherently harmful to 
society — can be demonstrated anecdot-
ally. Recently, a female acquaintance was 
out walking alone when a man pulled up 
next to her in a truck and began to direct 
graphically sexual comments at her with 
his pre-teen son in the passenger seat. 
When she expressed her displeasure at his 
vitriol, he immediately became irate, as 
though her rebuke was somehow as egre-
gious as his actions, threw his truck violently 
into reverse, and proceeded to follow her 
down the road, forcing her to take refuge 
in a restaurant for an extended period 
of time out of fear of violent retribution 
for daring to stand up to his harassment. 

To my male readers, are you sick of 
hearing this phrase “toxic masculinity?” 
There’s an easy solution. Make an effort to 
not only treat women with respect, but also 
with the dignity bestowed upon an equal. If 
and when you become a father, be an example 
to your son. Make respecting women normal. 
If you do this, not only will we improve the 
lives of women today, but we will leave 
behind us sons who treat all women how we 
would hope our mothers, sisters and daugh-
ters would be treated, and a generation of 
men who proudly call themselves feminists.  
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Fankhauser leads Broadway masterclass
by Kathryn Westrick ’20

Although the  Winter 
Musical has come and gone, the 
theater department continues to 
razzle dazzle the KO commu-
nity by providing new oppor-
tunities for students inter-
ested in the performing arts.

 Just this past month, 
B r o a d w a y  s t a r ,  B e n 
Fankhauser, visited campus 
to  t each  a  mas te r  c lass . 

Born in Switzerland and 
raised in Ohio, Mr. Fankhauser 
fell in love with music and acting 
at a young age. He attended 
Ithaca College but left midway 
through his studies when he 
booked the national tour of 
Broadway’s “Spring Awakening.” 
After the tour, Mr. Fankhauser 
returned to school and graduated 
with a BFA in Musical Theater. 

Upon graduating in 2011, he 
earned a lead role in the Broadway 
production of “Newsies” and 

proceeded to pursue that role 
for three years. Currently, Mr. 
Fankhauser is performing in “The 
Flamingo Boy” at Hartford Stage. 

Director of the Theater 
Department Kyle Reynolds 
met Mr. Fankhauser through a 
friend and thought it would be a 

great idea to invite him to KO. 
“He was stoked to come work 
with our students,” Mr. Reyn-
olds said. “I am so lucky to have 
made the connections that I have 
made throughout my lifetime.” 

Mr. Fankhauser led KO 
students through a variety of exer-
cises and activities that were both 
challenging and inspiring. Prior to 
the class, each student prepared 
a part of a song to perform for 
Fankhauser. Specifically, Mr. 
Fankhauser focused on critiquing 
stage presence and vocal technique.

Junior Jacqui Ouellette 
explained that her favorite part of 
the class was working with him 
one on one. “Getting feedback 
was really cool because he had 
so much insight, and I felt like I 
really improved,” Jacqui said. 

Not only is Mr. Fankhauser a 
talented actor; he is also an incred-
ible teacher. His ability to give 
kind, yet honest critiques allowed 
him to establish meaningful rela-

Prefects spoof 
faculty yoga 
by Aidan O’Loughlin ’20

On Wednesday, May 22, 
the senior prefects performed the 
annual prefect skit. The skit was 
a chance for the senior prefects, 
with the permission of those being 
portrayed, to poke fun at some 
of the teachers and staff at KO. 

This year,  the l ineup 
included senior Nicole Genga as 
history teacher Tricia Watson, 
senior Nell Schwartz as Head of 
College Advising Jami Silver, 
senior Mia Seymour as Director 
of Athletics Debbie Fiske, senior 
Robby Chughtai as history 
teacher Ted Levine, senior Tom 
Betts as science teacher Alex 
Kraus, and senior Mike Aronson 
as Coach Brad Seamen, Senior 
Claudia Petrie as librarian Nancy 
Solomon, senior Amy Mistri as 
school counselor Chastity Rodri-
guez, senior Nick Spina as math 
teacher Chris Vicevich, senior 
Charlie Coxon as Theater Director 
Kyle Reynolds, and senior Olivia 
Coxon as Upper School adminis-
trative assistant Lindsay Perkins. 

This year the idea for the 
skit was a yoga session, some-
thing students who do strength 
and conditioning as a sport start 

Ouellette wins speaker 
by Isabelle Rome ’21

After a close race, Dean of 
Students Will Gilyard announced 
the Student Government execu-
tives for the 2019-2020 school year. 

Junior Jacqui Ouellette was 
elected as speaker, and sopho-
mores Henry Mandell and Eden 
Nenshati were elected as trea-
surer and secretary respectively. 

English teacher Mela Frye 
typically organizes this election 
process and is the head of KO’s 
Student Government; however, due 
to her maternity leave, Mr. Gilyard 
is temporarily filling her position. 

Students who wished to 
run had to email Mr. Gilyard by 
April 17 and speeches were held 
on April 22 at an Upper School 
assembly. Jacqui, Henry, and 
Eden will begin their duties after 
Commencement and will be 
effective through the next year. 

Mr. Gilyard said he believes 
the elected officials will do a great 
job serving the community and 
that they hold a great responsi-
bility. “Recognize that you are 
beholden to the people who elected 
you,” Mr. Gilyard said. “Part of 
your job is to represent them.” 

All three polls were close, 
especially the poll for speaker, 
which generated a  runoff 
which Jacqui eventually won. 

Jacqui has been on Student 
Government since eighth grade, 
which allowed her to meet the 
Student Government partici-
pation requirements required 
in order to run for Speaker. 

Jacqui said she sees being 
speaker as a really unique posi-
tion and has always pictured 
herself in this role. “I have 
gone to KO since seventh grade 
and have never seen a female 
speaker,” she said, “so I guess 
that was just added incentive.” 

Eden said he knew he 
wanted to make changes in Student 
Government, and that is what moti-
vated him to run for the position 
of secretary. This role in Student 

tionships with KO students. “He 
was very encouraging and gave 
valuable advice on how to reach our 
goals,” junior Remy McCoy said. 

Mr. Reynolds said he agreed, 
describing the class as wildly 
successful and life-changing. 
“He challenged our students to 
think outside the box, trust them-
selves, listen to the lyrics, use 
physical shapes to nourish the 
storytelling, and more,” he said.

Between Deidre Goodwin’s 
visit to KO in the winter and Mr. 
Fankhauser’s recent master class, 
it has certainly been a superb 
year for the theater department.

 Mr. Reynolds said he hopes 
to continue these programs in the 
future, as he plans to invite at 
least two or three professionals 
to campus each year. “Spread 
the word,” he said. “Kingswood 
Oxford is slowly but surely 
becoming an artistic destination 
for students passionate about 
the craft of musical theater.” 

Broadway star Ben Fankauser, who led a theater masterclass for KO students, 
smiles to the crowd in production of ‘Newsies.’ Photo courtesy Google Images. 

Government’s purpose is to keep 
minutes and write down ideas that 
have been shared at meetings. 
“This is important as it allows 
people to know what happens 
during our meetings,” Eden said. 

As articulated in his speech, 
Eden will, as secretary, help get 
the community more involved in 
Student Government’s decisions 
and meetings. “When I was writing 
my speech, I didn’t just want to 
say I was the perfect guy,” Eden 
said. “I wanted to keep it modest.” 
Instead, he said he will prove he 
is the perfect guy. Eden kept his 
campaign simple, by supposedly 
screaming “Vote for Eden” around 
campus. This, combined with his 
strong and focused speech, was 
clearly effective as the student 
body elected him as secretary. 

Henry was elected Treasurer. 
Although he was sick during the 
day of the assembly when the 
candidates gave their speeches, he 
was still able to run by sending a 
copy of his goals to the student body 
via email. His writing was strong 
and persuasive, and the student 
body elected him as treasurer. “I 
have always been interested in the 
monetary part of Student Govern-
ment,” Henry said. The position of 
treasurer entails managing money 
and making smart decisions. 

Henry said he will do well in 
this position as he is organized and 
good with numbers (math being 
one of his strong suits). Henry even 
went about writing his speech in 
an orderly fashion which demon-
strates his aptitude for the position. 

He wrote down three main 
points that he felt showed he was 
the quintessential candidate while 
also remaining modest. His experi-
ence in Student Government and 
his genuine care for the school 
were just a few of his main points. 

Student Government is the 
perfect opportunity for students to 
have a say in important discussions 
and represent the KO commu-
nity, and the elected executives 
for next year will do just that.

every workout with. “We are 
going to have a yoga session 
with all the teachers and utilize 
everyone to make a memorable 
thing that is funny,” Nick said. 

Strength and conditioning 
was run by Coach Brad Seamen 

(played by Mike Aronson), and 
through his instructions, he 
led all of the teachers and staff 
being portrayed through yoga in 
the skit. This gave a chance for 
individual roles to shine while 
also having a cohesive theme. 

Leading up to the perfor-
mance, the seniors were excited to 
be putting on the skit. “I am pretty 
excited for it,” Nick said. “We have 
to run through it and practice it a 
bunch more, but I am pretty stoked. 
I think it’s going to be good.” 

Other senior prefects agreed 
with this sentiment prior to the 
performance. “I think people are 
going to enjoy the prefect skit,” 
Tom said. “We have been prac-
ticing it recently, so hopefully it 
will go smoothly on Wednesday.”

The seniors also expressed 
a wish to do well but wondered 
how their skit would compare 
to last year’s senior prefect skit. 

“Last year’s skit was really 
good,” Nick said. “They kind of 
threw it together last minute, but 
ours is planned out. They did 
still have a good skit, so I don’t 
know if we will beat it, but I think 
ours is pretty good.”Before the 
prefects are able to do the skit, 
they have to be given permission 
by anyone they want to depict. 

However, the prefects 
seemed excited to show their 
depictions to the teachers and 
staff they were playing. “I 
am excited to see what Vice 
thinks of how I play him,” Nick 
said before the performance. 

Other prefects expressed a 
similar feeling before their perfor-
mance. “I think Mr. Kraus will 
think [my depiction of him] is 
pretty funny,” Tom said. The senior 
prefects were excited leading 
up to the show and hoped that 
everyone would thoroughly enjoy 
their rendition of a yoga session. 

“I am pretty 
stoked... it’s going 
to be good.” 

-Nick Spina

Civil discourse
by Bella Leuschner ’20

Kingswood Oxford, as much 
as we like to pretend it is completely 
unified, has a divide when it comes 
to politics. As a private school in 
Connecticut, we lean towards 
more democratic and liberal 
political views due to our loca-
tion and our upbringings. We’ve 
created an accepting community 
for those from all different reli-
gious and ethnic backgrounds, 
as well as sexual orientations. 

However, what we have 
failed to accomplish is giving 
students who are not diverse in 
really any way their right to give 
their opinions on anything related 
to politics. As much as the school 
says it is okay to speak up about 
our views, the student body says 
otherwise. It is my opinion that if 
a student disagrees with a certain 
political view and believes a more 
conservative perspective, their 
opinions will be shot down and 
they feel more intimidated when a 
topic such as politics is brought up.

Kingswood Oxford has 
created numerous clubs to make 
kids feel more welcomed and 
give them an area of acceptance. 
But when two students created 
a club called KO Conservatives 
Through Economic Diversity 
and the school approved it, some 
faculty and students both looked 
down on it and saw it as wrong. 

This club tried to give our 
student body a different perspec-
tive to make us better listeners and 
more open minded. In an attempt 
to do this, they brought a speaker 
to our school to give her opinion 
on civil discourse and how to 
understand and listen to someone. 
The student body, however, was 
not as accepting of the speaker 
as the speaker was of them. 

One student even went 
up during the Q&A portion and 
didn’t go up with a question, but 
more with the intent to confront the 
speaker. This is a problem that we 

                      Continued on page 8
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Judge discusses American judicial system
by Esha Kataria ’20

On April 12, former public 
defender and judge Tejas Bhatt 
visited the English 6 Prison 
Literature class to speak with 
students, answer questions, and 
share insight about America’s 
justice system. Students had 
the opportunity to gain a new 
perspective and a deeper level of 
understanding about the subject 
matter discussed during the course. 

English teacher Heidi 
Hojnicki said that the purpose of 
the class was to talk about why   
we imprison and if we are effec-
tive in achieving the goals of the 
justice system. “We aim to hear the 
voices of those who are affected 
by imprisonment,” she said.  

Throughout the semester, 
students read essays and poetry 
and watched various documen-
taries. Some of the texts include 
H. Bruce Franklin’s “Prison Writ-
ings in 20th Century America,” 
Michel Foucault’s “Discipline 
and Punish,” and Michelle Alex-
ander’s “The New Jim Crow: 
Mass Incarceration in the Age 
of Colorblindness.”  

Ms. Hojnicki said that she 
invited Mr. Bhatt five years ago, 
and his unique perspective really 
intrigued her. “He talked about 
what happens from moment of 
arrest to trial/verdict and how long 
it takes. He talked about justice 
not being met out,” she said. “His 

work as public defender helped 
him view each case as different 
remembering that they are people 
and that was very interesting.” 

This year, he spent time 
answering students’ questions. 
Senior Kevin Wan said that 
Mr. Bhatt covered many topics. 
“He particularly explained the 
philosophy of the modern judi-

cial process – how the court does 
not only consider the classifica-
tion of the crime, but also the 
severity of its impact on society, 
the relative motifs of both sides, 
perhaps the psychology of the 
defendant, and the amount of 
resources and time each side has 

preparing for their case,” he said. 
Senior Erin Bowen said the 

discussion was very interesting. 
“The coolest thing about him 
was that he used to be a public 
defender and is now a judge. His 
experience is very different, and 
he talked about both of his jobs,” 
she said. “It was harder for him 
to share his opinions as a judge 

because he is really not allowed 
to have an opinion. It was inter-
esting to see what goes through 
a judge’s mind when they are 
looking at a sentence and he said 
tries to be as fair as possible.” 

Senior Rita Zhao said she 
agreed it was very interesting and 

that she understands the justice 
system better. “It provided a 
new and interesting perspective 
on the justice system,” she said. 
“What we are reading in class 
is mostly writings by prisoners, 
but hearing from a judge was 
really different and interesting.” 

Kevin said that he learned a 
lot about the goals of the judicial 

system. “I learned how behind 
all the grand ideals and goals we 
have for our judicial system, as 
the class tends to focus on, the 
actual process behind each single 
case can be very complicated and 
tedious,” he said. “Therefore, we 
need to acknowledge that any 

reforms are a daunting task that 
can affect how every case should 
be treated because often specific 
cases required specific approach 
to ensure that all parties are 
treated justly, which, if done right, 
can be very time consuming.”

Erin said that some of 
the topics covered in class have 
really sparked her interest. “We 
talk about how to fix our justice 
system, how it works, how legis-
lation impacts law enforcement, 
the judiciary system, and how 
certain decisions lead to mass 
incarceration,” she said. “We also 
learn about disproportionately 
represented groups and factors 
which influence who goes to jail.” 

Kevin said that Mr. Bhatt 
discussed racism present in the 
system today and was fascinated by 
it. “It is that many times personal 
beliefs and experiences that define 
what ‘justice’ means and propagate 
debates/criticism,” Kevin said. 

Erin said speaking to Mr. 
Bhatt really was helpful. “It really 
tied it all together for me. I guess 
we talked a lot about prisons, 
but I never really knew how the 
sentencing works, and the injus-
tices in sentencing,” she said. “Mr. 
Bhatt knew the inside of the defen-
dant’s mind and affirmed some of 
the things we talked about in class.”

Ms. Hojnicki said that she 
enjoyed Mr. Bhatt’s visit and hopes 
to continue these types of learning 
experiences for her students. 

After hearing from judge Tejas Bhatt, prison literature students pose for a group photo. Photo by Heidi Hojnicki.

Wyverns (K)nock (O)ut Earth Day
On March 18, KO’s Green 

Team put together an Earth Day 
celebration involving both the 
Upper School and Middle School. 
Students split off into groups and 
participated in a variety of activi-
ties related to the Earth. From 
working in the Red KOw Farm to 
a whole school “trash-ion” show, 
each activity was designed to 
make KO students more aware of 
their impact on the environment. 

Thursday afternoon was 
entirely dedicated to Earth Day 
and was broken up into three 
activities for each group. There 
were 31 groups in all and 29 activi-
ties. Groups went off campus to 
Troutbrook and picked up trash, 
while others labeled recycling 
bins, made small signs reminding 
everybody to be mindful of the 
environment, and even painted 
rocks with eco-friendly slogans. 

Green Team leader and 
senior Mckenzie Piehl said that 
they tried their best to match work 
activities with the people who had 
the biggest impact on those spaces. 
“We wanted Form 6 students to 
go on campus to clean up because 
they’re the ones in the parking lot 
driving so that was good,” she said. 

A popular activity was 
planting seeds in the garden that 
would eventually be used by 
Sage Dining.Green Team faculty 
advisor Lisa Bailey was pleas-
antly surprised by the enthu-

by Cici Chagnon ’21 siasm of groups picking up trash. 
“It seemed like the people who 
were picking up trash really got 
into the picking up of trash,” she 
said. “We couldn’t believe how 
people were willing to go under 
bushes and it was amazing.”

Other highlights of the day 
included an Earth Day themed 
Kahoot game, a short viewing of 
Netflix’s “Our Planet” in Robert’s 
Theater, and an all-school “trash-
ion” show to end the day. Advisee 
groups who collected recyclable 
materials turned their trash into 
runway-ready outfits, while 
the school voted on a winner 

Jane Dunbar ’19 pitches in by grabbing some trash on KO’s campus. Photo courtesy of Jackie Pisani. 

with a live voting system. The 
winning Marine Biology class 
was represented by senior model 
Kyren Petteway, who rocked 
his eco-friendly Supreme and 
Louis Vuitton during the show. 

Earth Day was also a dress 

down day for the school, and each 
form was assigned a color to repre-
sent an aspect of the environment. 
Seventh-graders and sophomores 
wore pink to represent the coral 
reefs, eighth-graders and juniors 
wore blue for the oceans, and sixth-
graders, freshmen, and seniors 
were clad in white for the Arctic. 
“It was a way to signify our appre-

ciation for these aspects of nature 
and remind people to speak to how 
the environment needs protection,” 
senior Green Team leader Taline 
Norsigian said. The Green Team 
held a t-shirt design contest for 
their shirts. The winner, freshman 

Regina Miller, designed a green 
t-shirt to represent the forests.

The cafe also got in on the 
Earth Day fun with vendors from 
Our Family Farms, which provides 
KO with the milk we have at 
lunch. “She had some ice cream 
pints and was talking about just 
what their initiative does,” Taline 
said. Sardilli Produce was also set 

up during lunch, and when given 
a favorite fruit or vegetable they 
would write on their display board 
when it’s in season. “She was 
talking about the impact of waste 
and chemicals on plants and about 
different conditions that farmers 
have to deal with and things like 
that that impact them,” Taline said. 

Earth Day was not only a fun 
day to celebrate our planet with 
friends, but also an opportunity 
for the Upper and Middle Schools 
to come together. “We felt really 
strongly that we want to do more 
as a whole community so we really 
thought this was a way to get the 
whole community involved and 
it was something that we could 
all do together,” Ms. Bailey said. 

Mckenzie said she agreed 
that including the Middle School 
was a huge part of the day. “We 
really wanted to get the middle 
schoolers involved in the plan-
ning process to allow them to 
feel like they are a part of the 
bigger community as a whole 
and also just encourage and 
inspire them for when they do get 
to the Upper School,” she said.

Overall, the Green Team has 
received a lot of positive feedback 
and has ensured that another Earth 
Day celebration is on the calendar 
for next year. “It was really nice 
that the school supported it and that 
everyone really got involved and 
seemed to enjoy it,” Ms. Bailey 
said. “Without the support of every-
body we couldn’t have done it.”
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A warm welcome to the rest of our lives

Hello, my lovely readers, 
and welcome to yet another 
round of getting lit in the opin-
ions section with Janvi. Except, 
as I’m sure you’ve figured out, 
this is the last one I’ll be doing. 

By the time this paper 
falls into your hands, I’ll have 
tippy-toed across the gradu-
at ion s tage,  col lected my 
diploma, and left for lunch.

In the meantime, you might 
be looking at the front cover of the 
paper that features extraordinarily 
accurate details about the gradua-
tion speech and wondered how the 
KO News staff was so prescient, 
as if they’d somehow written and 
printed the piece during graduation, 
or if Ms. Schieffelin’s journalism 
class also includes a time travel 
seminar (all things I wondered 
when I saw the post-gradua-
tion paper my freshman year). 

And since I’m just a 
huge softie, here, my friends, 
is a love letter to my opin-
ions column, and to you.

At the beginning of sopho-
more year, my close friend Apara 
(’18) was the new head of opin-
ions, and she asked if I’d like 
to be an opinions writer for the 
KO News. “Keep these articles 
short,” she said, “around 500 
words is fine. Write about what-
ever you want.” And so it began!

My first ever article was 
called “Memes vs. Emojis,” where 
I compared the effectiveness of 
Harambe pics to rolling eyes 
emojis in conveying ideas (hello, 
Mrs. Semmelrock? Yes, I have 
a new artifact for the museum).

 At that time, I didn’t know 
what lay ahead for me that year—
difficult classes, losing friends, 
figuring stuff out about myself 
and then hating myself for it. 

Yeah, tough is an under-
statement for my sophomore year. 

But I kept myself, and others, 
laughing with my articles. I wrote 
Halloween and Christmas do’s 
and don’ts, reviewed my favorite 
Vines, made a list of wacky animal 
facts, and more. I was basically 
a baby Buzzfeed, so to speak! 

I thought it was really 
cool that I got this special privi-
lege of having my articles 
printed in the news every month 
given that this was a job usually 
reserved for the news staff, 
who had all taken journalism. 

I always had this feeling, 
though, that unless I kept everyone 
around me entertained at all times, 
within the newspaper and in real 
life, I’d have all my social status 
and this special honor ripped away. 
Any person who knows me knows 
that I love to keep people laughing. 

But that year, although I 
loved my job to pieces and am 
still incredibly grateful to Apara 
for jump-starting my column, 
my relentless need to keep every-
thing lighthearted prevented 
me from truly connecting with 
anyone that year and really talking 
about what I thought and felt. 

The next fall, I was back 
with a vengeance. Gone were the 
listicles that I now regarded as 
childish; I’d tossed myself into the 
deep end of social awareness and 
politics over the last few months, 
and I was ready to give King-
swood Oxford a piece of my mind. 

Right off the bat, I went in 
on the president for his remarks 
calling the neo-Nazis at the Char-
lottesville rally “fine people.” 
It was fiery, it was fierce, it was 
furious, with a lot of question 
mark/exclamation point combos to 
emphasize that yeah, I was really 
bad and I had stuff to say about it. 

Looking back at that article, 
it was impulsive, and was less of 
a hot take than just an exclama-
tion of shock at an event that in 
hindsight was a long time coming. 

But still, it was just what I needed. 
Publishing that article gave 

me the confidence to continue 
becoming invested in forming 
opinions about the world around 
me,  and something weird 
happened that month: a very 
right-wing senior boy took the 
time and effort to publicly bash 
my piece and actually send it to 
Fox commentator Tucker Carlson! 

It’s a strange feeling to have 
that happen to you, but it only 
affirmed my growing suspicion 
that, hey, maybe my 15-year-old 
thoughts are actually worth some-
thing, if an 18-year-old thinks it’s 
controversial enough to be torn 
apart by a conservative pundit. 

That fall, my imposter 
syndrome began to fade as I 
came into my own as an activist. 

Over the next few months, 
as I learned more, I came to under-
stand that so many concepts were 
beyond my reach, and that I needed 
to take more time to integrate social 
justice into my own life before 
I could just turn to my laptop to 
regurgitate what I’d just decided 
was my Opinion of the Month. 

I allowed my opinions to 
evolve alongside my knowledge 
and expanded my understanding 
of nuanced issues beyond just 
what a single person or news 
channel or textbook was saying. 

As that transformation took 
place, I decided I would get the best 
of both worlds—serious and light-
hearted—by turning my newspaper 
column into a lifestyle section. 

My “lifestyle opinions” 
have consisted of a blend of my 
own views on life and the world 
around me, and how to reconcile 
those views with my life as an 
everyday high schooler with my 
own problems and responsibili-
ties to deal with. These included 
how to apologize the right way, 
becoming a better activist and ally, 
knowing when to stop supporting 

By Janvi Sikand ’19 a problematic artist, and more.
I remember writing my 

longest piece to date, “Growing 
Pains and Part ing Ways,” 
and pouring out all these inti-
mate details and hard truths 

about one of my worst heart-
breaks ever, the friend breakup. 

After it was published, 
not to flex, but a lot of people 
told me that it  was genu-
inely touching and helpful. 

That was the best feeling 
in the world: to know that I 
am not only seen and appreci-
ated, but that I’ve actually done 
something to help someone 
in whatever minor way I can. 

But all along, writing 
these articles has helped me 
grow as a person too, and 
for that I want to thank you. 

Thank you for reading 
what I write and being the 
witness to my fallen tree in the 
forest, thank you for allowing 
me to exist in your lives. 

I am immensely proud of 
anyone who decides to change 

I allowed my 
opinions to evolve 
alongside my 
knowledge and 
expanded my 
understanding of 
nuanced issues 
beyond just what 
a single person 
or news channel 
or textbook was 
saying. 

their life for the better, and 
does it — that’s what writing 
for the KO News helped me 
do, and I know you can too. 

T h i s  y e a r ,  I  h a v e 
cried while writing articles. 

I cry because there are 
things I wish someone had told 
me, because it is so taxing to 
write thousands of words about 
the growing up I’ve done these 
last four years, because I don’t 
know what I’ll do when I am 
unmoored from KO and where 
I’ll be the moment you read this. 

Yes, I am afraid. But 
where will I go if I allow fear 
to seep into my tears and tug 
my eyelids down from behind? 

How will I move forward 
if fear keeps me blind? So I let 
myself be soft. I make room for 
the fear and when it threatens to 
choke me out, I offer it a little room 
in my heart until its lease is up. 

I know that there are things 
each one of us fears about the future. 
But I want you to know that fear. 

I want you to breathe it 
in and eventually spit it out. I 
want you to know that every 
single one of your thoughts has 
value, that it is worth its weight 
in gold, that it is as precious as 
the smiles that you will bring 
with the change you can cause. 

I want each of you to know 
that you have the power to speak 
your mind and be open and to 
constantly blossom, flower, thrive. 

I want you to remember 
that we will all face long winters, 
shriveled leaves and dormant 
periods, but that they only make 
you stronger for the next season. 

You are so incredibly 
important and my heart swells 
to think of the strong, smart, 
talented kids at KO who have 
so much to show the world. 

Thank you, dear readers, 
for everything. You’re the best. 
For forever more, stay woke!

Positive prison reform
The ACLU (American 

Civil Liberties Union) found in a 
2017 poll that 91% of Americans 
believe that our country needs 
criminal justice reform, and 71% 
of Americans say that reducing 
the prison population is crucial. 

As we examine the prison 
systems and incarceration rates 
of countries abroad, we cannot 
help but think that our own 
correctional infrastructure needs 
improvement. The numbers don’t 
lie: The United States has the 
highest incarceration rates out of 
any country in the world. In 2016, 
for every 100,000 United States 
citizens, 860 were behind bars. 

However, it is important to 
note that while, yes, that number 
is high (the highest in the world) 
it fails to address what has actu-
ally been occurring with our prison 
system over the past few years. 

Al though the  Uni ted 
States does undeniably poses 
the highest incarceration rates 
out of any country in the world, 
and has for a number of years, 

we are actually improving. 
The number of people 

in United States prisons hit its 
highest point in 2006, when there 
was roughly 1,000 inmates per 
100,000 adult citizens, a number 
that stayed consistent until 2008. 
Ever since 2008, however, that 
number has decreased steadily. 

Our latest data from 2016 
is so important (860 inmates per 
100,000 adults) because it marks 
a twenty year low in the coun-
try’s overall incarceration rate. 

Additionally, the number of 
prisoners and inmates has declined 
over the past twelve years, with 
2,162,400 estimated inmates and 
prisoners in 2016, and 2,136,600 
in 2004, 2016 being the lowest 
year since 2004. According to 
the Bureau of Justice Statistics, 
America has actually seen a waning 
incarceration rate over the years. 

With all that said, perhaps 
some of the most important ques-
tions to ask are: how do we keep 
incarceration rates from rising 
again? How can we ensure that 
we maintain this declining trend?  

In December of 2018, 

President Trump signed into law 
the First Step Act. At its core, this 
new law will allow thousands 
of current inmates early release 
times, as well as decreasing prison 
sentences for future generations. 

The law passed with 
immense bipartisan support in the 
house, the final vote being 360-59. 

In his State of the Union 
address, the President remarked 
that “this legislation reformed 
sentencing laws that have wrongly 
and disproportionately harmed the 
African-American community.” 

President Trump went on 
to say that “the First Step Act 
gives nonviolent offenders the 
chance to re-enter society as 
productive, law-abiding citizens,” 
and that “America is a nation 
that believes in redemption.” 

The United States is making 
progress, and this legislative 
reform will help bring our incar-
ceration rate down even further. 

That is not to say that we 
are done with these kinds of 
laws, because we have a lot more 
work to do in this area. However, 
this law is a great first step.

DiSanto bids adieu
continued from page 1by Michael Autorino ’19

Ms.  DiSan to  s t a r t ed 
by listing her five life goals, 
including marrying Mr. Brodeur 
and going to Washington Univer-
sity. However, not all of her plan 
worked out, and Ms. DiSanto said 
that her message to the seniors 
was that the important thing is 
to be able to move on from it. 

“Despite the fact that you 
have these plans and they seem 
really good in that moment, you 
have to sort of be ok with the fact 
that as time passes your definition 
of what happiness is will change,” 
she said. “And so you have to kind 
of take every decision that you 
make and align it with your values.”

Ms. DiSanto spoke from 
her own experience when she 
admitted that this is by no means 
an easy task. “In order to achieve 
core happiness, you have to align 
your decisions with yourself and 
that’s how you’ll be happy,” she 
said, “and that was really hard 
for me to learn and figure out.”  

In her parting words to the 
seniors, Ms. DiSanto stressed 

that similar to her own experi-
ence, following your own feel-
ings is the most important part of 
reaching core happiness. “Because 
my advice to you is to be true 
to your core feelings in every 
decision you make,” she said.

She ended the speech by 
reminding the seniors that KO 
will always be there for them and 
that she is excited for their future. 
“I miss each of you already and 
can’t wait to hear about how you 
turn your plans upside-down!” she 
said. “Please visit often and know 
that you always have a home here.”

Form 6 Dean Ronald Garcia 
agreed that graduation is a bitter-
sweet moment and he hopes 
the seniors come back to visit. 
Mr. Garcia described the senior 
class as a tight-knit, fun-loving 
group. “They spend a lot of time 
together and they really enjoy 
each others company, I would say 
it’s a more unified class than a lot 
of classes we’ve seen,” he said. 

While KO will certainly 
miss the seniors, they have a 
lot to be proud of and even 
more to look forward to. 
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Marvel: it’s better than DC
by Hunter Meshanic ’21

Everyone loves a good 
superhero movie, but Marvel 
has reigned supreme over DC 
so far in the movie category. 

Marvel introduces their 
heroes better, has more relatable 
villains, and their movies are just 
funnier overall than DC movies. 

Marvel did a far better job of 
introducing and uniting its heroes in 
the first team up movie than DC did. 

Before the Avengers movie, 
all six of the heroes in the movie had 
been seen in prior Marvel movies. 

Iron Man, Captain America, 
The Hulk, and Thor all had solo 
movies, and Black Widow made 
an appearance in Iron Man 2 
while Hawkeye showed up in Thor. 

Only Wonder Woman, 
Batman, and Superman had 
made previous appearances, 
while Aquaman, The Flash, and 
Cyborg made their first appear-
ances in the Justice League movie. 

Maybe true comic fans 
had already known of these DC 
heroes, but it left some watchers 
wondering who these new heroes 
were and where they came from. 

Because Marvel had already 
introduced their characters, fans 
had already made connections with 

them and knew who they were so it 
was more fun to watch the avengers 
grow and be able to team up.

Watching heroes you’ve 
already learned about team up 
and fight together is way more 
satisfying than watching a bunch 
of people just thrown together 
to make a dramatic movie.  

The second reason that 
Marvel movies are better than 
DC movies is through its villains. 

In the Justice League 
movie, the villain is Steppen-
wolf, and alien that wants to 

completely take over Earth. 
Basical ly he was the 

typical villain that all superhero 
fans have seen time and time 
again, and frankly, who these 
superhero fans are tiring of. 

In Avengers Infinity War, 
the villain is Thanos, whose 
goal is to eliminate half of the 
universe to save the other half. 

Although both of them 
have sadistic views on the 
world, Thanos’s goal is still 
more relatable because he is 
trying to save the universe in 

the only way he thinks he can. 
Because of this effect, people 

related to Thanos more which made 
the situation more complicated for 
viewers because they could under-
stand why Thanos was doing what 
he was doing, while no one could 
understand why Steppenwolf 
was doing what he was doing. 

The third and final reason 
that Marvel movies are better than 
DC movies is through the comedy. 
Marvel has certain heroes that 
produce incredible and memo-
rable one-liners that leave the 

audience in giggles, while DC 
movies all have a dark undertone. 

Certain examples of these 
Marvel one-liners are in Thor 
when Thor screams “Another” 
after downing a cup of coffee, 
or in Ant-Man  when Scott Lang 
says he is done breaking into 
places and stealing stuff when 
Hank Pym then has him break 
into a place and steal something. 

DC movies have no such 
one--liners, or they at least aren’t 
as good because then I’d be able 
to call them up from memory as I 
did with these Marvel one-liners. 

Marvel has more comedy 
overall and a lighter mood, with 
movies littered with hidden 
comedy, like Thor: Ragnarok, 
and Avengers: Endgame, while 
DC movies all have serious 
tones, with characters trying to 
get revenge or just stay alive. 

Overall Marvel movies are 
better than DC movies because 
they introduce their heroes better, 
they have better and more relat-
able villains, and there’s more 
comedy in Marvel movies. 

All in all, I’ll still go watch 
any superhero movies because I’m 
a huge nerd, but I look forward to 
Marvel movies much more than 
I look forward to DC movies.The Avengers team up to fight the Chitauri, an alien race lead by Loki that plan on attacking and taking over the world.

Finals week: the final stretch
by Sophia Schultz ’21

As it comes to the conclu-
sion of another school year, the 
dreaded finals week is coming up. 

Throughout this week, the 
long extravaganza of test after test 
can seem daunting to any student, 
but the schedule KO uses does 
actually help relieve some of the 
stress kids feel during this time.

Finals occur on the week 
after Memorial Day weekend, 
spanning from Tuesday to Friday. 

The days prior in classes 
before the weekend are dedi-
cated to heavy review of the 
second semester  mater ial , 
preparing students for the last 
big assessment in their classes. 

This may sound awful 
to some, but to be honest, 
f i na l s  a r e  no t  t ha t  bad . 

Although most students 
would take the opportunity not 
to take these tests, you’re going 
to have to, so you might as well 
think of all the amenities that 
come along with this week. 

By far, the best thing 
about final week is “The Zone.” 
This is an all-out free food fest 
run by the Parent Association 
inside the lobby of Roberts.

In the morning, there are 
donuts,  bagels, and muffins for 
students with an early exam, 
who may have not had enough 
time to have breakfast earlier. 

Later in the day, they bring 
out  a variety of snacks like 
chips, Snapples, and cookies. 

There’s nothing better 
than a free donut right before 
an exam or a bagel as you 
head home after your exam. 

T h i s  i s  a n o t h e r 
b e n e f i t  o f  e x a m  w e e k . 

Let’s say you only have one 
exam that day from 8:00 to 9:15. 

After that time frame, 
you can leave school, which 
gives you time to relax and 
to study for the next one. 

This also works the other way 
around: if you were to have a later 
exam you wouldn’t have to be on 
campus until 15 minutes before it 
starts, and you can leave right after. 

For me, and along with 
many other students, there is only 
one exam each day, excluding 
the English 4 essay being due on 
the same day as science finals. 

This alleviates a lot of 
the stress of having to study 
for two finals on the same day. 

There’s also the benefit of 
an open campus and being able 
to come and go as you wish. 

However, there is one 
problem: if someone were to 
have a morning and a later 
af ternoon exam, they are 
supposed to stay on campus for 
the time in between the two. 

Even though this may 
sound like an inconvenience, it 
is just the school looking out for 
students and ensuring that they 
do not miss their second exam. 

Exam week can be a very 
stressful time for students, espe-
cially for those who do not test well. 

This is a common occur-
rence, where students are smart, 
but struggle in test-taking environ-
ments, or with studying in general. 

Some of this stress is alle-
viated with the entire previous 
week being dedicated to review. 

If someone struggles in the 
atmosphere of tests, exams may 
be something that no amount of 
free food or leniency can improve. 

However, the teachers 

sti l l  try and do the abso-
lute most to ensure students 
will do well on their exams. 

The review week before 
helps to refresh your memory 
from earlier in the semester, 
and to hammer in the informa-
tion that you’ve just learned. 

In class teachers give 
their students a variety of 
ways to review the material. 

These activities usually 
inc lude  Kahoots ,  Quiz le t 
Lives, basic review packets, 
and a question-answer day 
for any remaining confusion. 

Teachers usually do not want 
you to fail their exams, and they 
try to make sure that you have 
the resources and information 
that you will need for their tests.

The  f ina l  che r ry  on 
top for  this  week is  that 
students may dress down. 

Every KO Upper School 
student can agree that we do not 
receive enough dress down days, 
so these four days that are all dress 
down is something that can make 
any student feel more comfortable. 

Wearing shorts and a t-shirt 
to school makes you feel like 
a whole new person, and helps 
you focus more on the tests. 

Exam week is something 
many students dread, but it’s 
merely four days of finality before 
the anticipated summer break. 

What KO provides its 
students with and the schedule 
that they have in place also makes 
it feel like it goes by in a flash. 

Before you know it, you 
can catch yourself tanning on 
the beach while drinking a 
pink lemonade and being able 
to completely forget about the 
stress of school until the next fall. 

Congratulations to the 2019-2020 
senior advisors and prefects!

Senior Advisors:
Angelina Maselli

Benjamin Zamstein
Emily Lemkuil

Hannah Shames
Kathryn Westrick

Molly Jones
Remy McCoy

Shane Dawson
Sophia Kaufman

Troy Gostyla
Will Layden

Senior Prefects:
Juanita Asapokhai - Head Prefect

Alyssa Pilecki
Bella Leuschner

Esha Kataria
Jenna Blocher

Cai Kuivila
Jackson Wolff

Spencer Schaller
Matt Marottolo

Marwynn Somridhivej
Ethan Pinkes

Jaden DiMauro
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Improve KO grading
by Braeden Rose ’21

In this opinion piece, I’m 
going to argue for two specific 
changes to the way KO does 
grading, and refer to them collec-
tively as “grading reform.” 

The two changes are: 
getting rid of letter-based grades 
and replacing them with number 
grades, and having teacher grade-
books be accessible to students 
at all times on a KO website.

For my first suggestion: 
away with letter grades. There 
are many reasons why letter 
grades are not helpful. First off, 
they don’t show personal growth. 

If your average in a certain 
class increased from a 90.0% to a 
92.0%, that should be recorded. 
However, under a letter grading 
system, your course average 
is still the exact same: an A-. 

Shouldn’t grades, at the very 
least, be able to measure our prog-
ress during a given time period in 
a class? Letter grades don’t allow 
this, so you, the student, can’t 
see what’s working and what 
isn’t working in your courses. 

Number  grades  show 
growth; letters don’t. My second 
contention with letter grades is that 
they are too subjective. If I asked 
five people what an A-, A, and A+ 
should be, I’m sure I would get 
more than three different answers. 

If I were in favor of letter 
grades, I would say that the cutoffs 
for each grade should be equally 
spaced: so an A- is a 90–93.33, an 
A is a 93.34–96.66, and an A+ is a 
96.67–100. (This would apply the 
same to the other letters too) But 
that isn’t what is generally a given. 

Some people told me that 
only 100s should be A+, or that a 90 
isn’t actually an A, it should be a B+. 

Depending on the school, a 

certain number grade could result 
in two different letter grades on 
your report card due to subjectivity. 

Get rid of the subjec-
tivity. Use number grades.

My third point here is that 
grades aren’t specific enough. 
Somebody who achieved a low 
A- and someone with a high A- are 
indistinguishable on a transcript. 

Students should receive 
the exact grade that they earned, 
and number grades allow this. 

They’re  universa l  in 

Strive for actual 
civil discourse

Students should 
receive the exact 
grade that they 
earned, and 
number grades 
allow this.

The age of Spotify: music at our fingertips
by Madeleine Pelletier ’20

 When teens talk to 
their parents about music, the 
most common response from 
the parents is “my music is the 
best,” referring to the music they 
listened to while growing up. 

That’s understandable 
considering that music taste is 
often times based on nostalgia. 

Whether it’s The Rolling 
Stones, U2, or Bob Dylan, parents 
are confident that their favorite 
music is the best of all time. 

But which generation 
really has the best music? I 
would argue that the current 
generation of teens has the best 
music because of the increase in 
different genres due to the rise of 
modern music platforms.   

Pop music  obviously 
still exists in the lives of teen-
agers, but subgenres of music 
have gained an increasing 
amount of popular support. 

The main reason for this is 
that teens today have access to 
thousands, if not millions, of songs 
that spread across multiple genres 
thanks to modern technology. 

While many people claim 

that the internet lessens the creative 
explorations of teens, I would argue 
that the current generation has the 
best music because of technology. 

The  in te rne t  and  i t s 
increasing assortment of apps 
allow teens to access more 
platforms to both discover 
music and make their own. 

A p p s  l i k e  S o u n d -
cloud, Spotify, and YouTube 
all act as modern displays 
of ground-breaking music. 

Gone are the days where 
whatever played on the radio 
were the songs of the month. 

Teens can now browse 
thousands  o f  songs  wi th 
a  swipe  o f  the i r  f inge r. 

Take Spotify for example. 
The choices are endless. pop, 
indie, rock, chill, dance, country, 
rap, latin, workout, jazz, Arab, 
metal, soul, classical, folk, K-pop, 
and many more genres of music 
are easily accessible using the app. 

Spotify even has pre-
m a d e  p l a y l i s t s  t h a t  a r e 
catered to specific moods. 

The variety of music that 
teens are exposed to today allows 
for their individual musical 
tastes to grow and mature in 

all sorts of different directions. 
 Besides being able to listen 

to a variety of different songs, 
teens also have a new oppor-
tunity to gain leverage in the 
music community without going 
through large music corporations. 

Teens, in essence, have the 
ability to show their raw musical 
talent by simply pressing record. 
Apps like YouTube and Sound-
cloud give teens an opportunity 
to demonstrate their talents and 
gain fans, which didn’t exist 
in times before the internet. 

The internet takes away 
emphasis from autotuned stars and 
puts it on do-it-yourself singers and 
songwriters who bypass the music 
industry which, since its beginning, 
has silenced “different” artists 

in favor of picture-perfect stars. 
Relatively new genres 

such as “bedroom pop” have 
increased in popularity because 
of this unfiltered, striped-back 
style. “Bedroom Pop” artists 
like Clairo, Rex Orange County, 
and Still Woozy produce lo-fi 
songs and purposefully simple 
music videos that show a much 
more honest side of music. 

Be fo re  t he  i n t e rne t , 
artists like these would have a 
much harder time getting their 
work to graze the public ear. 

Knowing that an artist came 
from humble roots and worked 
their way up the ladder of popu-
larity through sheer talent gives 
them much more credibility than 
singers who churn out one or 
two formulaic pop songs a year 
just to keep the money rolling in. 

I  think we should be 
thankful that we live in a time 
when anyone from anywhere 
can produce their own music 
and become famous because 
they are good at what they do. 

I am not, however, over-
looking the popular belief that teen 
music today is mostly made up of 
mumble rap artists with face tattoos 

Gone are the 
days where what-
ever played on 
the radio were 
the songs of the 
month. 

and rainbow hair. Firstly, this is not 
true. Stereotyping the whole genre 
of rap is overlooking talented 
rappers who worked hard to get 
where they are in their careers. 

Also, the genre of  “mumble 
rap” is just one of the many 
types of music genres that teens 
listen to because of the fast-
paced energy and catchy lyrics. 

A n d  e v e n  i f  s o m e 
people don’t like it, so what? 
There are plenty of other 
options as I’ve already stated. 

As well as discovering new 
music with a plethora of genres 
from pop to country to alterna-
tive, teens also have access to 
the music of older generations. 

Spotify contains playlists of 
music from past decades, meaning 
that classic songs aren’t lost on 
today’s teens.Teens have the  oppor-
tunity to listen to the music of the 
past and the present by streaming 
music from apps like Spotify. 

Teens can be found jamming 
out to bedroom pop, mumble 
rap, or The Beatles at any given 
time which is exactly why the 
internet has positively impacted 
the way we listen to music and 
the music that we listen to. 

the sense that  there isn’t 
any grouping or clumping; 
your grade is your grade. 

Getting rid of letter grades 
also means that there won’t be 
any rounding issues. An 89.45 
isn’t high enough to be rounded 
to an A- by most teachers; after 
all, there has to be a cutoff some-
where, and with letter grades, a B+  
would show up on your transcript. 

With number grades, your 
exact grade would be displayed on 
the transcript, so you don’t have 
to worry about grade rounding. 

My second recommen-
dation for making teachers’ 
g radebooks  access ib le  to 
students at all times, online. 

This one is a bit more of a 
change, and many people think 
that this would be bad for students. 

Continued from page 4.

face as a society: there is 
no right or wrong in politics. 

It is called an opinion 
for a reason; everyone is enti-
tled to their own opinion. 

Some students on campus 
whose views differentiate from 
those of their peers will use that 
view to judge their character. 

In fact, there have been situ-
ations where a friend will scream 
and yell at their other friends until 
they have bullied them into feeling 
awful and not wanting to speak.  

Students will judge others 
without even knowing who they 

Much of what is 
being said is an 
exaggeration from 
what their parents 
say, so half the 
information that 
[students] are 
saying, they don’t 
fully understand 
but agree with 
because that is 
what they are 
taught.

are just based on if they have a 
conservative background. The 
problem is, because we are so 
young, we don’t understand 
everything yet, we do not under-
stand how to interact about politics 
and about how we should listen. 

P e o p l e  c l a i m  t h e y 
are  l i s tening when real ly 
t h e y  a r e  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t 
why the  o ther  i s  wrong. 

Students don’t want to 
be judged by their peers, we 
are already insecure enough at 
this age, we don’t need more

This execution prevents 
anyone from being more open 
minded. Also, something to take 
into consideration is the fact 
that we are high school students. 

We follow the news but 
we also have to make time 
for school and for our lives. 

Not everything we say will 
be 100% accurate because we 
don’t pay enough attention to it. 

Granted, there are students 
who watch the news every 
night and read The New York 
Times or The Washington Post, 
but that is a small percentage. 

Much of what is being said 
is an exaggeration from what their 
parents say, so half the informa-
tion that they are saying, they don’t 
fully understand but agree with 
because that is what they are taught. 

The moral of this is for our 
student body to take a look and 
realize we shouldn’t judge someone 
based on their political views. 

We should be open and 
listen to, as well as understand 
what they believe, and accept 
them for who they are like 
how KO has tried to teach us.

But it’s better for everyone.
First, it lessens student stress. 

While it could reasonably be argued 
that this would be bad for stress, in 
my own experience, online grade-
books are less stress-inducing. 

First of all, you can know 
your grade at all times, obviously. 

If you have ever lied awake at 
night, wondering if your last math 
test negatively affected your grade, 
you could easily go online and 
check the cause of your insomnia.

You a l so  could  f ind 
your worries realized if it did 
affect your grade, but I’d rather 
know than sit there wondering. 

While it is true that you 
can already do this in some form, 
there is a major difference between 
having to ask your teachers and 
being able to check yourself. An 
online portal would allow you more 
control over your academic life.

An online grade book 
would allow you to not only 
know your grade, but also to feel 
more organized and connected 
to  what  you’re  s tudying. 

Currently, you only really 
get an official description of your 
performance four times a year, 
so one can easily feel as if their 
efforts aren’t having an effect 
on their grades, which is bad. 

Students should feel a 
connection to their grades, 
as a measure of hard work. 

An online grade book would 
make students feel a better connec-
tion between what they’re learning 
and their grades because they 
could instantly see the results of 
their hard work in the grade book.

In short,  I  think that 
KO needs some changes to 
the way that we do grading. 

Both of these improvements 
would improve transparency and 
help students in many ways. 
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‘Game of Thrones’ final season disappoints
by Juliana Kulak ’20

This article discusses 
season 8 of “Game of Thrones” 
and will  contain spoilers. 

I have been a huge “Game of 
Thrones” fan since binge watching 
it a few summers ago, so to say I 
was both excited and sad for the 
final season is an understatement, 
especially after the shocking 
ending of season seven when the 
Night King resurrected Daen-
erys’s fallen dragon as the White 
Walker Army’s newest addition 
and used the zombified dragon to 
tear down the Wall in the North. It 
was also revealed that Jon Snow, 
who had struck up a romance with 
everyone’s favorite, Khaleesi, is 
actually a Targaryen (gross!) and 
rightful heir to the Iron Throne. 

The first episode, “Winter-
fell,” featured the return of Jon 
Snow to Winterfell and the arrival 
of Daenerys with her armies. 
We finally saw Jon and his half 
siblings Bran and Arya Stark 
reunite since the first season.

 It was almost comical when 
Jon asked Arya, a trained Faceless 
Assassin who has spent most of 
the series crossing names of her 
list of people to kill, if she had 
ever used the sword Arya named 
Needle before. The episode 
also made clear that the people 
of the North were not happy 
about Daenerys being their new 
queen, particularly Sansa Stark. 

Jon rode one of Daen-
erys’s dragons, though that felt 
more like five minutes of the 
CGI time showing off than an 
actual relevant point to the plot. 

“Win te r f e l l ”  was  an 

episode of characters reuniting 
for the first time in seasons and 
preparing for battle, but by the 
end scene with the White Walker 
boy pinned to the wall surrounded 
by severed limbs, it was clear 
that the battle was coming.

Though episode two, “A 
Knight of the Seven Kingdoms,” 
still had no epic showdown 
between the Army of the Dead 
and the living. Instead, it was a 
look into the lives of everyone 
in Winterfell as they waited to be 
attacked. While it was nice to see 
Jaime Lannister knight Brienne 
of Tarth and Jon’s reunion with 
Tormund, I was a little disap-
pointed that there wasn’t a 
battle against the Night King. 

After episode two, I spent 
the next week emotionally 
preparing to see all my favorite 
characters die, but when episode 
three, “The Long Night,” came 
around I was shocked (and disap-
pointed) that no relevant characters 
died. The Red Wedding was more 
tear jerking than this battle. I also 
spent half the episode squinting at 
the screen to make out who was 
who just based on how dark it was. 

Despite this, the episode 
was pretty epic. When the 
Dothraki army charged towards 
the Army of the Dead with their 
swords on fire (probably the 
only good thing Melisandre ever 
did in the series) and the flames 
slowly went out, I knew this 
was going to be an insane fight. 

Lyanna Mormont’s death 
was a little sad since I enjoyed 
seeing a little girl constantly stand 
up to old men, but the way she died 
was so brave that I’m glad they 

decided to have her go out in the 
process of killing a zombified giant. 

N o t h i n g  w a s  b e t t e r, 
however, than Arya’s role in this 
episode. Arya has been one of my 
favorite characters throughout 
the series, and it seemed fitting 
that she would be the only one 
capable of killing the Night King. 
The way she killed the Night King 
was legendary and will go down 
in pop culture history as one of 
the best moments in the show.

Some of the significant 
deaths in the episode were Theon 
and Jorah. Theon’s death made 
me tear up a little since his char-
acter has been through so many 
hardships. I never really liked 
Jorah, but it was a significant 
death, especially for Daenerys.

“The Last of the Starks” 
had me feeling mixed emotions. 
The funeral scene for those who 
died in the previous episode was 
sad and well done; however, I 
did not like Brienne and Jaime’s 
fling. I thought it would have 
been much more entertaining to 
see Tormund and Brienne end up 
together. Not to mention that Jaime 
then abandoned Brienne for his 
psychotic sister, Cersei, who has 
been down in King’s Landing 
plotting everyone’s destruction. 

The way Daenerys’ second 
dragon died was dumb to put it 
bluntly. The entire show demands 
suspension of disbelief, but the 
fact that Daenerys led her dragons 
into a battle without using their 
fire breathing abilities even once 
is ridiculous. Furthermore, it 
was just stupid that her dragon 
died at the hands of what essen-
tially was a giant crossbow. 

As if that weren’t enough, 
I nearly lost it when they killed 
Missandei. Instead of letting her 
go out in a blaze of glory, she was 
just beheaded during the confron-
tation on the walls at King’s 
Landing. There were multiple 
opportunities where Missandei 
could have grabbed onto Cersei 
and jumped off of the wall. 

These disappointments 
didn’t make sense at the time, 
but at the very end of the episode 
,when the camera’s focused on 
Daenerys’s infuriated face, it 
was clear that the writers were 
setting up Daenerys’s demise. 

This was confirmed in “The 
Bells” when Daenerys brutally 
burned King’s Landing in its 
entirety after their surrender. I 
was actually pretty happy with 
this episode because it was 
both climatic and shocking. 

We got to see the Hound 
finally face off with his brother 
the Mountain. It was a wild 
fight and the Hound finally got 
revenge on his brutal brother 
which was the perfect way to end 
his storyline. In Arya’s attempts 
to escape Daenerys’s destruc-
tion of the city, she is witness to 
the horrific deaths of innocent 
people, including a mother and 
daughter who she tried helping. 

Cersei and Jaime also 
met their deaths, though I 
wasn’t entirely impressed. The 
acting itself was incredible, but 
Cersei is the most evil char-
acter on the show, and they just 
let a building collapse on her. 

This episode made clear 
why Jorah, Missandei, and the 
dragons had to die. They were 

trying to make it believable that 
Daenerys would become the Mad 
Queen, following in her father’s 
footsteps. The mistake was that 
Missandei’s death, along with the 
dragons, felt rushed and sloppily 
written. Daenerys’ descent into 
madness also felt rushed, making it 
a little less believable considering 
that her character was formerly 
known to be incredibly merciful.

I was extremely disap-
pointed by the finale “The Iron 
Throne.” I did not like how easily 
Daenerys was killed, nor did I like 
how anticlimactic her death was. 
She has been a main character 
since the start of the series, and it 
feels as though the writers didn’t 
put much thought into her story-
line or death this season. Jon Snow 
deserved more than just being cast 
away by the kingdom to leave north 
of the Wall with the wildlings. I 
felt like they could have done so 
much more with Arya’s ending, 
like having her be the one to kill 
Daenerys. I didn’t mind her setting 
out to explore the world, but it just 
didn’t feel right. Sansa should have 
ended up being the monarch of 
the seven kingdoms, but I wasn’t 
too upset because she became the 
Queen of the independent North. 
Bran has been practically irrel-
evant in the series, so it just felt 
wrong that he became the king. 

This final season left no 
closure, and almost every char-
acter was wronged by the show’s 
writers. This show has been a 
huge part of my life, and it is infu-
riating that it had such a horrible 
final season. It pains me to say 
that “Game of Thrones” could 
not have had a weaker ending.

Tokyo Sushi: a taste of Japan
Many students at King-

swood Oxford know the delicious 
Black Bamboo Restaurant that 
serves fantastic Chinese food. But 
what many don’t know is that right 
next door is an equally as appe-
tizing Japanese restaurant called 
Tokyo Sushi. Tokyo Sushi is super 
close to campus and has speedy 
service, so if you are not in the 
mood for what is being served at 
lunch and you are allowed to leave 
campus, it is easy and accessible. 

The prices aren’t super high 
or super low; they fit the price of 
the quality you get. For the three 
of us, we got two appetizers, 
one chicken fried rice, and three 
sushi rolls. The two appetizers 
we got were edamame and gyoza. 
The edamame was good, but a 
little overcooked for my taste. I 
don’t love it when there isn’t any 
pull in getting it out of the shell. 

The other appetizer, which 
is called gyoza, is a Japanese 
style dumpling. It is a thinner 
layer of dough filled with meat 
and vegetables and pan fried. We 
got the pork, but there is also a 
vegetarian option. This is one of 
my favorite appetizers to get at any 

Japanese restaurant and I have to 
say I was a little disappointed. 

It isn’t a very complicated 
dish and most taste the same, but 
the taste of the filling had more 
emphasis on the vegetables rather 
than the pork, which I prefer to be 

the other way around. Typically, 
there is an even ratio between 
the two, which did not happen to 
be the case with this appetizer. 

Next, we had the chicken 
fried rice, which I do not recom-
mend. It had a very bland taste and 
it was dry for fried rice. We added 
soy sauce to it hoping to add some 
flavor but it gave it an  unpleasant 
taste. When I think of chicken fried 
rice, I think of warm delightful and 

well cooked rice with lots of flavor. 
Unfortunately that is not what I got 
and when I go back, I will not be 
ordering it. Thankfully, what made 
this “okay” meal better was the 
main aspect: the sushi. We ordered 
three rolls, a shrimp tempura roll, 

by Bella Leuschner ’20

the Pink Lady Roll, and the Foxy 
Lady Roll. The shrimp tempura 
roll was a very basic and common 
roll that you can find at most sushi 
restaurants with very similar 
ingredients. However the flavor 
was not basic, as there was excel-
lent execution. The tempura inside 
was cooked perfectly. Although it 
was basic, it had a lot of flavor 
and paired well with soy sauce 
and wasabi. The presentation 

was also very nice, as it came on 
a lean white plate so the different 
colors in the roll could stand out 
and be noticed. The next roll was 
the Pink Lady roll. This is under 
house rolls, so it has more to it such 
as special sauce and has a more 

inviting and exciting presentation. 
It is made of spicy tuna and 

avocado inside with another piece 
of tuna on top along with a house 
sauce. The taste was pretty good, 
but I expected more flavor due 
to the presentation. I wish there 
had been more sauce to add the 
right amount of kick to the roll.

Finally, we got the best roll of 
the evening: The Foxy Lady roll. I 
would highly recommend this roll, 

especially if you like avocado and 
shrimp tempura. Inside is shrimp 
tempura, avocado, and spicy 
tuna, and it is also wrapped with 
soybean paper too so if you aren’t 
a big fan of the seaweed wrap, it 
is a nice alternative. It is topped 
tobiko which are small fish egg 
which don’t have a lot of taste and 
won’t ruin your roll if you don’t 
like it. Also, a piece of fresh tuna 
and more avocado, along with this 
heavenly sauce and they give you 
the right amount with this roll too. 

The presentation was to die 
for, and my mouth dropped when 
it was placed in front of me. When 
I took my first bite, I could taste 
all the flavor. The roll came alive 
and danced across my taste buds. 
This was by far my favorite thing 
we ordered and I will definitely 
be ordering this the next time I 
return. The inside of the restaurant 
has lots of seating, is never super 
crowded, and isn’t loud, so you 
can have a conversation at your 
table. The exterior isn’t great; you 
would never know that there is a 
fabulous restaurant just through 
those doors. The parking in front 
is limited, but there is also parking 
on the side and behind the restau-
rant which is also easier to get to. 

The Foxy Lady Roll, the highlight of the meal, delights the senses. Photo by Bella Leuschner ’20.
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Hartford Baking Company serves 
good, gooey, gourmet grilled cheese 
by Charlie Coxon ’19

As a forewarning to the 
reader, I really love goat cheese. 
It’s an acquired taste, the pungent 
sweetness of the mush. I love it for 
its flavor, its texture, and its sophis-
tication. I revel in few things more 
than some goat cheese on crackers. 

On the complete oppo-
site end of the sophistication 
spectrum, I love a nice grilled 
cheese. It’s crispy, it’s gooey, 
it’s everything I want on Earth. 

Each of these things stand 
fine on their own, certainly no 
complaints. But, sometimes, 
the mad scientists of the food 
world dare to make us ques-
tion why we’ve “Romeo and 
Julietted” these two delicious 
entities away from each other. 

Enter Hartford Baking 
Company, who have created 
the indulgent and almost over-
whelming concoction of the 
GOAT grilled cheese: a grilled 
cheese made with goat cheese 
and a l ight tomato purée.

I am a longtime lover of 
Hartford Baking Co., or HBC 
for short. Though I am a crea-
ture of habit when it comes to 
my meals, I always find myself 
trying new things when I’m there. 

Every time I walk in, my tiny 
brain latches onto the first item I see 
and says “ME WANT! FOOD!” so 
I’m obligated to order and devour 
it. As part of HBC’s Grilled Cheese 
Month, a much more exciting 
synonym for “April,” I saw the 
dish on their Instagram page. 

Yes, for those of you 
are wondering, I follow Hart-
ford Baking Co. on Instagram 
because I am not a fake fan. 

The moment I saw this sand-
wich I knew that I had to have it 
within the next 48 hours or I 
would probably burst into flames. 

So, my good friend Jon Fu 
and I hit the streets seeking out the 
best grilled cheeses we could find.

We enter together, taking 
in the sleek yet rustic feel on the 
HBC. Exposed brick and ceiling 
fixtures are offset in tone by the 

iPad being used as a cash register. 
A rack of freshly baked breads sits 
behind the register, making me 
wonder if it would be too strange 
if I purchased an entire loaf of 
French bread along with my meal. 

I shook off this thought 
however and ordered a mocha and 
the coveted GOAT grilled cheese. 

The mocha arrived first, 
and it was heavenly. A lot lighter 
than most mochas I usually get, 
this was more similar to a hot 
chocolate than a coffee. A smooth 
foam sits over the top which 
keeps the mocha from immedi-
ately scalding my entire mouth. 

Instead I get to go through 
a few sips that are really pleasant 
and THEN I get to scald my mouth. 
Still, I would gladly burn off my 
tastebuds again for another one 
of HBC’s mochas. It’s easily my 
favorite in West Hartford center.

Only a few minutes after 
my mocha came the main event, 
the GOAT grilled cheese. This 
thing looked absolutely delicious. 

The toast was very thick, 

fresh, and stayed totally dry 
throughout the meal. This is really 
important because the tomato 
puree could have easily broken 
down the toast and made the whole 
experience a big mess. Instead, the 
two pieces of thick cut toast act 
like beds that all of the goat cheese 
and tomato puree can rest on. 

As the main flavor of the 
sandwich, the goat cheese was 
extremely prominent. This already 
very flavorful and sweet cheese is 
spread liberally throughout the 
sandwich, making it feel almost 
like a cheesecake from how indul-
gent the flavor and the texture is. 

The goat cheese was actu-
ally not fully melted upon serving, 
contrary to a typical grilled cheese. 
Instead, it was simply warmed and 
left to be its beautiful, gooey self 
interspersed within the hot tomato 
puree, allowing the cheese to melt 
naturally inside of the sandwich. 

The tomato puree was 
very sweet, almost like it were 
made of a savory kind of apple. 

I think this was a very 

smart choice, as the acidity 
of a raw tomato would have 
contrasted too much with the 
sweetness of the goat cheese. 

Instead, the puree enhances 
the sweetness of the goat cheese. 
While providing only some acidity 
to cut through all of the richness.

Overall, this sandwich was 
many things. Delicious, crispy, 
gooey – any of these are appli-
cable. However, if I could encap-
sulate the GOAT grilled cheese 
in a feeling, I would describe 
how despite my consumption of 
an entire mocha, I felt an almost 
immediate need to take a big nap 
right after eating the sandwich. 

The utter richness of the 
whole ordeal made all of my 
senses foggy and made it hard 
to drive back to school. If only 
it were still grilled cheese month 
so I could have the GOAT grilled 
cheese again, but sadly that 
day will not be any time soon. 

Now if I want to take a 
nap I need to pop a Nyquil at 
12:00 p.m. like a regular person.

Caging ‘Social Cues’    
by Juliana Kulak ’20

Anyone who knows me 
knows that my favorite band 
is Cage The Elephant; for my 
14th birthday, my parents got 
me tickets to their show at the 
Spring Fling Tour held at the XL 
Center, which I arrived about two 
hours early for just so I could 
get front row (it was worth it). 

My parents  the  next 
year bought me tickets to the 
music festival Boston Calling 
primarily because Cage The 
Elephant  was performing. 

Since their fifth studio album 
“Tell Me I’m Pretty” debuted in 
2015 I’ve been restlessly waiting 
for another album. After what 
seemed like forever, their newest 
album “Social Cues” dropped on 
April 16, and it was worth the wait. 

“Social Cues” is a 13 
track LP that holds true to Cage 
The Elephant’s style, while also 
adding in entirely new elements 
of synth and an 80’s rock feel. 

The first song of the album 
is titled “Broken Boy.” It starts off 
with ominous synth, before adding 
in a rapid and banging drum. 

The song then kicks off 
into what sounds like a dark 
surf rock guitar riff. “Broken 
Boy” is classic abrasive rock 
song about a boy being from 
the wrong side of the tracks. 

The distortion and fuzzy 
sound gives it an unpolished 
and grungy sound that makes 
it weirdly empowering. This 
was the perfect song to kick 
off the album as it hypes up the 
listener for the music to come.

The title track “Social Cues” 
reigns the album in a little. It’s a 
slower paced, less hard hitting 
song that has a melancholic tone. 

The psychedelic mellotron 

synth that plays in the instru-
mental molds well with the heavy 
bass. Schultz’s vocals are muted 
as he sings about the anxiety and 
isolation that comes with fame. 

His voice is despondent 
as he sings, “I’ll be in the back 
room, tell me when it’s over/
People always say, ‘Man, at 
least you’re on the radio,’” 

The track shares the same 
theme as a lot of music produced by 
artists that have achieved stardom 
and reminds me of Pink Floyd’s 
“Comfortably Numb” off of “The 
Wall.” “Social Cues” is beauti-
fully sad and leaves the listener 
wanting to just give Schultz a hug. 

“Night Running” featuring 
Beck was one of the singles 
released to promote the album 
and it definitely is one of Cage 
The Elephant’s more experi-
mental songs. “Night Running” 
has a dub-reggae sound and 
has an other worldly feel. 

I t  brings up a theme 
that is consistent throughout 
the album: running away. 

“House of Glass” is defi-
nitely a stand out track on Social 
Cues. The tone is both frantic 
and blasé as Cage The Elephant 
combines panicked bass and 
guitar with subdued vocals. 

This song radiates bad 
vibes as Schultz sings about the 
monotony of life, hypocrisy, 
and isolation, though despite 
the depressing topics this doom 
and gloom song is a banger. 

“Social Cues” is nothing 
like Cage The Elephant has ever 
released, which is exactly their style. 

Every album explores 
new avenues and sounds as they 
mature as artists. “Social Cues” 
is filled with songs that range 
from gritty to dream-like and 
leaves the audience wanting more. 

Ted Bundy film is 
‘shockingly’ fantastic
by Joey Fago ’20

The  Net f l ix  o r ig ina l 
biographical crime thriller  
“Extremely Wicked, Shockingly 
Evil and Vile” directed by Joe 
Berlinger dramatizes the story of the 
notorious serial killer Ted Bundy. 

The movie is led by actor 
Zac Efron as Bundy and Lily 
Collins as Bundy’s long time 
love interest Liz Kendall. It takes 
the viewer through a time line 
of Bundy’s infamous climb to 
fame as a serial killer; starting 
from when Bundy first meets Liz 
Kendall to the day he is executed. 

While this real time line of 
Bundy’s life is established, it mainly 
takes the view of seeing Bundy as 
a “normal” person rather than a 
documentary that would show the 
true side of him as a serial killer. 

It is clear that Berlinger 
wanted to create a movie that 
told the story through the eyes of 
Kendall. With the movie opening 
with a quote by Johann Wolfgang 
von Goethe typed on the screen 
reading, “Few people have the 
imagination for reality,” Berlinger’s 
vision can clearly be seen. 

The quote describes that so 
many people could not see that 
Bundy’s convictions were reality 
due to the character he was playing. 

Bundy was a put together 
white law school student with a 
long term girlfriend; why would 
anyone think he was a criminal? 

He was a loving and 
compassionate boyfriend; why 
would Kendall not believe that 
all of his convictions were false? 

It was Berlinger’s vision to 
portray Bundy in his film just as 
I described him but also slowly 
have Efron break down this facade 
of Bundy to reveal his reality. 

I  thought Berlinger ’s 
approach to the story was 
incredibly creative and I was 
able to see his vision fully. 
But due to Berlinger’s creative 
approach to telling Bundy’s 
story, it has faced some criticism. 

Many critics have made 
the claim that the movie glori-
fies Bundy’s killings, which 
I believe is not true at all. 

Berlinger has developed a 
movie that takes you through the 
life of Bundy from the perspec-
tive of his girlfriend who was 
blinded by love and did not 
believe he committed any of 
the crimes he was convicted of. 

This portrayal of Bundy 
even had me at some points feeling 
bad for him because the movie 
portrayed him as a “normal” guy. 

From the movie, all I saw 
was this “normal” guy which 
means that Berlinger did his job 
at telling the story through Kend-
all’s eyes who thought he was 
innocent for a very long time. 

Before watching this movie 
I did not know a lot about Bundy, 
just that he killed a lot of young 
women, which is why I believe 
I felt kind of sorry for him. 

Soon enough, Berlinger 
brings the movie to the reality 
of Bundy’s convictions which 
almost comes as a shock. But the 
way Berlinger chose to reveal 
this reality was truly amazing 

Berlinger shows Kendall 
finally confronting Bundy on the 
day of his execution. Kendall asks 
Bundy how he killed one of the 
women  and Bundy finally tells her. 

He takes his finger and 
writes on the glass of the prison 
room, “hacksaw.” This is evidently 
a shock to Kendall and the audi-
ence because it is the first time 
Bundy admits to his killings. 

W h i l e  w a t c h i n g  t h e 
movie, it becomes clear that 
Berlinger did his research on 
Bundy because the movie turns 
Bundy’s exact words from court 
and the infamous “Ted Bundy” 
tapes into dramatized dialogue. 

I think this was brilliant 
because the viewer can really 
see the movie’s intentions to 
tell the true story of Bundy. 

This real dialogue also 
developed aspects of a docu-
mentary into the movie, which I 
thought was one of the best parts. 
To include this real dialogue was 
truly a way to educate the audience. 

The film felt both like a 
drama and an educational docu-
mentary, which I felt was brilliant.  

Overall, I thought this 
was an exceptional film that 
did not become too boring as 
a normal documentary might. 

Berlinger was able to use true 
facts about Bundy but put it into a 
movie that almost felt fictional. 

This vision Berlinger had for 
this film was also one of the most 
creative approaches to this story 
that I think any director could have 
taken, which is why I believe this 
movie should get massive praise.
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Queen Beyoncé 
by Shreeya Chalikonda ’21

Beyoncé made her direc-
torial debut in the new Netflix 
documentary “Homecoming” 
–  a concert film about Beyoncé’s 
journey creating her 2018 Coach-
ella Valley Music and Arts Festival 
show, renamed “Beychella.” 

Not only was this an amazing 
show, but Beyoncé also became the 
first black woman to headline at 
Coachella since its creation in 1999.

Labeled “the most impor-
tant and compelling popular 
musician of the twenty-first 
century” by The New Yorker, 
Beyoncé has turned into one of 
the most popular singers in the 
entire world. Her 2018 Coach-
ella show continues her legacy. 

After having to cancel her 
show at Coachella due to her 
pregnancy in 2017, she came 
back the next year better than ever. 

She brought the people 
the best show they’ve ever 
seen and it ended up being 
one for the history books.  

The show featured some 
other artist such as Jay-Z, a reunion 
of Destiny’s Child, and Solange. 

T h e  d o c u m e n t a r y 
was written, directed, and 
produced by Beyoncé herself. 

Reported to have over 
1.1 million views on the first 
day,  Apri l  17,  (excluding 
views on mobile devices and 
computers) it was very popular. 

Especially so in the African 
American community with over 
55% of views in the first seven days 
coming from African Americans.

It was heavily praised 
by  cr i t ics  rece iv ing  98% 
on Rotten Tomatoes and an 
average score of  9.05/10. 

Several publications such 
as The Washington Post, The 
Hollywood Reporter, and The 
Guardian even call this one of the 
greatest concert films of all time. 

The show was broken up 
into many segments going back 
and forth between live footage 
from her Coachella show and 

behind the scenes work to 
prepare for it. In the show, she 
created her own homecoming. 

Her show also paid tribute to 
the Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities (HBCU) experience 
with an entirely African Amer-
ican marching band on her set. 

The run time for the film is 
over two hours and, personally, I 
think that’s about an hour too long. 

While I thought it made 
the film better to add some back-
ground and a personal touch to the 
show, I thought it was excessive. 

However, the message was 
amazing, and it showed how hard-
working and how much of a perfec-
tionist Beyoncé is. She deserves so 
much recognition for her talent, 
and it really stood out in the film 
how much she cares about her art. 

I think it was a completely 
different experience seeing the 
concert on television. Although 
it would be life-changing to see 
Beyoncé live, the documen-
tary captured the whole perfor-
mance so that we could see 
every dancer and every little 
decision that went into creating 
such a revolutionary concert. 

At the same time the 
movie was released, Beyoncé 
released “Homecoming: The 
Live Album” which features 36 
tracks, two new tracks, and two 
spoken word interludes from 
the Coachella performance. 

The release of this album 
was unexpected and was done 
to coincide with the film on 
Netflix. “Homecoming: The 
Live Album” debuted at number 
seven on the US Billboard 200. 

The album was successful 
just like its counterpart film, scoring 
an average of 98 on Metacritic. 

O v e r a l l ,  i f  y o u ’ v e 
always wanted to see Beyoncé 
in action, watching “Home-
coming” is an amazing way 
to see her in her element. 

She  rea l ly  does  k i l l 
the show, and she sets the 
bar very high for Coachella 
performances in the future. 

Chipotle: best burrito bowl
by Ali Meizels ’19

For a high school student 
on a budget, in West Hartford, 
without a car, and craving a burrito 
bowl, options are pretty limited. 

That’s why I started going 
to Chipotle: it was convenient, 
easy, and cheap. But after the first 
time I tasted the miracle of flavor 
that is Chipotle, I was hooked. 

I quickly became addicted, 
often going weekly. However, 
when my bank account dipped 
a l a r m i n g l y  l o w,  I  k n e w 
that I had to change some-
thing, or my favorite pastime 
would become unsustainable. 

So, like any student of 
any craft, I began researching. I 
watched videos with titles like 
“Five Hacks to Save Money at 
Chipotle!” and read articles that 
promised to teach me how to get 

the most value for my money. 
Most of this educational 

content fell flat, but a few tips 
were life-changing. Now, I never 
go to Chipotle without ordering 
a tortilla on the side to create 
my own burrito out of my bowl. 

The veggie burrito bowl 
is my go-to order at Chipotle. 

Ordering is a high-pressure 
event, as the employees pile ingre-
dients into my bowl at a rapid speed. 

Nonetheless, it  brings 
me joy to race along with 
them, exclaiming, “White rice! 
Pinto beans! Lettuce, pico, 
sour cream, cheese, and corn!” 

When my bowl reaches the 
end of the line, I pay (a reasonable 
seven dollars for a bowl that will 
last me two meals) and grab the 
cardboard vessel, the bottom warm 
from the freshly cooked beans. 

by Joey Fago ’20

On May 6, I got the oppor-
tunity to attend a masterclass led 
by broadway’s Ben Fankhauser. 
Fankhauser was in the original 
broadway cast of “Newsies” and 
on National Tours of “Spring 
Awakening,” and “Beautiful - The 
Carole King Musical.” He also has 
amazing vocal and acting tech-
nique that he was able to share 
with all of the KO students that 
were able to attend the masterclass. 

This is my second time 
this year experiencing a master-
class from a seasoned Broadway 
professional, and this is all thanks 
to Theatre Director Kyle Reynolds. 

I believe Mr. Reynolds 
keeps one-upping himself with 
the masterclasses he is able to 
provide for the theatre department 
here at KO which is contributing 
to everyone becoming better 

dancers, actors, and singers. 
The  mas terc lass  was 

constructed in a way for students 
to get an opportunity to sing for 
Fankhauser and then receive 
critiques about ways the perfor-
mance could be made better. 

We all sat on the stage in a 
semi circle to leave room for the 
person who was going to perform. 
Each student was called one by 
one to perform their song and 
then get ready to receive some 
feedback on their performance. 

Fankhauser focused on each 
performance in respects to making 
stronger acting choices. After the 
initial performance, he would ask 
the student what their song was 
about. Then he would ask for the 
context of the song in relation to 
the musical it was from as a whole. 

From what I know about 
musical theatre performance, 
this question should almost 

always be the first thing an actor 
looks at before developing what 
emotions and acting choices they 
want to make while performing. 

He would talk about the 
emotions he saw portrayed in 
the performance and how the 
student could make the perfor-
mance even stronger. To get these 
emotions to come out during 
the performance, he used a lot 
of techniques that I found very 
interesting and extremely helpful. 

He used a lot of activities 
for each person to try, such as 
whispering the entire song into 
someone’s ear. At first this might 
seem a little strange, to be whis-
pering an entire song into some-
one’s ear, but his logic was spot on. 

From doing this activity 
people were able to find new 
elements to incorporate into 
their performance. After each 
exercise there was a notice-

able difference in all of the 
students’ overall performances. 

Not only did Fankhauser use 
exercises to find new ways students 
could enhance their performances 
but he also gave some great advice. 

He explained that not every 
performance needs to be extremely 
over the top because some of the 
best emotions come from an actor 
simply standing on a stage and 
singing. For a lot of students, he 
had them simply sit in a chair 
and sing their song in order to 
find these emotions he described. 

In order for me to review this 
masterclass I need to compare it 
to other masterclasses I have taken 
in the past. From my experience 
in a voice masterclass the actor/
actress can take many different 
approaches to how they will teach 
each student. I have been to a voice 
masterclass were the person used 
generic critiques for each student 

that essentially made no change 
to their overall performance. But 
Fankhauser took new approaches 
to teaching that I have never seen 
any masterclass actor take which 
showed instant improvements 
in every student’s performance. 

His ability to bring each 
performer out of their comfort 
zone in order to discover new 
elements to add to their perfor-
mance was truly astonishing 
to watch. Just by watching and 
listening to Fankhauser give 
feedback, I learned new ways 
to approach a performance. 

I think that Fankhauser 
was an amazing teacher, and I 
witnessed many new teaching 
styles of finding your character 
through the work he did with some 
students. This was for sure one of 
the most beneficial masterclasses 
I have attended, and it without a 
doubt will benefit me in the future. 

Ben Frankhauser is a real master

But after the first 
time I tasted the 
miracle of flavor 
that is Chipotle, I 
was hooked.

I sit down at a small metal 
table -- the decor in the restau-
rant is decidedly modern and 
minimalist, with wood chairs 

accompanying sleek over-
head lighting. Then, I dig in.  

Each ingredient dazzles 
on its own, but the beauty 
in a Chipotle burrito bowl is 
the melding of the flavors. 

The beans, the basis of 
my vegetarian meal, are slightly 
spicy when I eat them alone, but 
paired with Chipotle’s signature 
cilantro-lime rice, the spice and 
herbs balance each other out. 

The sour cream pools on 
the side of the bowl, forming 
tangy puddles that provide 
the perfect counterbalance to 
the spice of the pico de gallo. 

The lettuce is crisp, the 
only crunchy element in the bowl. 
And the melting cheese is the 

The veggie burrito 
bowl is my go-to 
order... 

glue that holds the meal together. 
Each ingredient is the perfect 

companion for the others, forming 
a colorful and delicious dinner. 

The meal is outstanding 
eaten alone, with only a fork and 
a side of corn salsa sprinkled 

The sour cream 
pools on the 
side of the bowl, 
forming tangy 
puddles that 
provide the 
perfect counter-
balance to the 
spice of the pico 
de gallo.

on top to add a sweet element. 
But the ideal way to eat 

the dish is using the side of 
tortilla I mentioned earlier. 

In the veggie bowl, the 
beans are all in the middle while 
the outside edges of the bowl are 
occupied by plain rice with a few 
shreds of cheese. I use the tortilla 
to make my own burrito, placing 
forkfuls of rice, beans, and each 
of the other toppings into the shell 
until I reach the perfect ratio. 

This way, I know my 
meal will be exactly how I like 
it, and I save the rest of my 
veggie bowl for lunch the next 
day. I always leave Chipotle in 

a better mood than I arrived in. 
I eat a lot of Mexican 

food, and authentic Chipotle 
is not. But they know that. 

The restaurant is, in many 
ways, self-aware. It knows that 
no one is expecting a full and 
complex meal with mole sauce. 

It doesn’t pretend to care 
about the culture its menu is 
plagiarized from. I don’t go to 
Chipotle to eat Mexican food. 

I go to Chipotle to eat a 
vaguely Mexican veggie bowl. 
And damn it, they give it to me. 

C h i p o t l e  i s  e a s i l y 
accesible for many Kingswood 
Oxford students. You can go 
after practice or a game and 
still make it back in time for 
when your parents pick you up. 

It is located in West Hart-
ford Center, so it is also walking 
distance for those who cannot 
drive. Chipotle also caters to events 
such as form gatherings at King-
swood Oxford. You can contact 
Chipotle at 860-586-8281and 
locate them at 996 Farminton 
Avenue, West Hartford, Conn. 

This way, I know 
my meal will be 
exactly how I like 
it... 
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Mark Kravetz, the mastermind   
behind lighting and sound at KO
by Felix Fei ’21

Mark Kravetz is not a fame-
seeker. Some at KO  might not 
even recognize this name, and if 
you go to the KO News website 
and type in his name, the only 
time it appears is in the third para-
graph in an article on the fall play. 

So who is Mark Kravetz? 
Well, according to him, he 
is the Technical Director of 
Roberts Theater, but you might 
want to call him the CEO and 
mastermind behind Roberts. 

For the 30 years he has 
been here, Mr. Kravetz has been 
responsible for almost every-
thing that happens related to tech. 

From the maintenance of the 
devices, to creating the lighting 
effects and sound effects for every 
theater production, to organizing 
the time schedule for the theater, to 
creating all the props a performance 
needs to upgrading all the theater 
equipment from year to year, Mr. 
Kravetz has been the one to do it all. 

Being the technical director 
of the theater is no easy job and 
takes a lot of time, as evidenced by 
Mr. Kravetz’s schedule board on 
his desk that is always filled with 
reservations, meetings, and every-
thing else to do with the theater. 
He said this is due to the fact that  

he always needs to create all the 
lightning queues for all stage 
productions. For example, the most 
recent winter musical, “Chicago,” 
was one of the plays which he took 
part in as the lighting director. 

“For shows like ‘Chicago,’ 
[theater director] Mr. Reynolds and 
I will go through and write down a 
‘paper tech,’ which is all the lighting 
instructions with descriptions 
matched with the script,” he said. 

“‘Chicago’ had over 250 
different queues. We probably sat 
down together for a good 10 hours 
doing the paper tech, and we also 
had to do several rehearsals with 
the cast, going queue to queue 
to queue, and that was another 
10 or 12 hours. And we had to 
do the same thing with sound.”

This massive effort seems 
miniscule in comparison to all the 
hard work Mr. Kravetz has put 
in during his time at KO. In his 
memory, Roberts has not always 
been like now, and one aspect he 
hoped to improve was the equip-
ment for lighting and sound.  

“When I first came here, we 
had old fashioned light boards; 
nothing was computerized,” 
he said. “We didn’t even have 
wireless microphones. Actually, 
the sound system was one step 
above home stereo. The speaker 

we had was Mr. Chiarrapa’s 
old speaker, an old amplifier.” 

Mr. Kravetz said he has 
always been an active learner, 
which he said is of the utmost 
importance when taking on big 
projects and improvements. “One 
of my big jobs here is to keep this 

a state of the art facility,” he said. 
“So over the 30 years 

I’ve been here, I have had to 
do a lot of research, to figure 
out the latest trend on lighting 
and on sound. I have to keep 
on top on all of that stuff.” 

All his efforts have proven 
to have significant impacts on 

the theater. “The theater has 
really changed over the years,” 
he said, “starting from a bare 
bones operation to where we 
have basically the same equip-
ment as the Bushnell in Hartford.”

Of course, Mr. Kravetz does 
not do all of this work alone. He 

has his own theater team, the tech 
crew. Consisting of students, the 
crew is responsible for building, 
rigging, and running sets for 
the theater productions. Mr. 
Kravetz used to run the crew, 
but now he has stepped back a 
little, letting the students them-
selves run the performances.

Mr. Kravetz and his crew 
also have to handle some situations 
when things do not go as expected 
in the theater. “When we did ‘The 
Drowsy Chaperon’, there was a 
bed in one scene where the actors 
disappeared off the set. There’s a 
hole in the wall, and the bed simply 
slides through it,” he said. “Well, 
one night instead of sliding the bed 
through the wall, they slid it into 
the wall, and it fell down. So the 
technicians backstage had to hold 
the wall up through the next whole 
scene which went into intermis-
sion. And then I got the tap on the 
shoulder: ‘Mr. Kravetz, can you 
come and rescrew the walls?’” 
Without a doubt, Mr. Kravetz was 
there to save the day, like always.

Mr. Kravetz continues to 
be an irreplaceable figure at KO. 
Without him and all his effort, 
Roberts would not be such an 
awesome place for students to 
share their talents and ideas. 
Mr. Kravetz will sit in his office 
above the theater quietly for years 
to come, and his passion for the 
performing arts and technical 
support will continue to light 
up every play, every concert, 
every assembly. Thank you, 
Mr. Kravetz, for being KO’s 
very own theater mastermind.

Mr. Kravetz poses in a favorite place – the booth in Roberts Theater – where 
he has been the Technical Director for 30 years. Photo by Aiden Borruso ’20.

‘A Little Night Music’
proves to be a lot of fun

Seniors complete 
well-written theses

by Felix Fei ’21 by James Amell ’20

“A Little Night Music,” 
the final concert for Kingswood 
Oxford’s orchestras and bands, 
took place on Friday, April 26, 
with performances by the Middle 
School and Upper School orches-
tras in Alumni Hall, followed by the 
Upper School Jazz Combo, Concert 
Band, and Chamber Ensembles 
performing in Roberts Theater.

Organ ized  by  Upper 
School Creative Arts Depart-
ment Chair Todd Millen and 
creative arts teacher Richard 
Chiarappa, “A Little Night Music” 
featured many musicians coming 
together to collaborate on their 
music and display their talent.

Started so long ago that 
not even Mr. Millen knows its 
history, “A Little Night Music” 
has traditionally been the last 
concert event held by KO’s 
creative arts department each year. 

Musicians habitually begin 
preparing for this event at the 
beginning of second semester, 
and their polished performance 
always attracts an audience of 
a couple hundred, an impres-
sive feat for everyone included. 

For this year’s rendition of 
the event, Mr. Millen explained 
that the Concert Band was able 
to play with their music choice a 
little and chose to do all movie-

At the beginning of the third 
quarter every year, all seniors begin 
the process of writing a thesis by 
exploring a literary area of interest, 
coming up with an original thesis, 
and then writing a 15-20 page paper 
incorporating secondary criticism. 

Af te r  the  theses  a re 
finished, the senior thesis 
English teachers read the nomi-
nated essays (all anonymous) 
from each class and vote on the 
best theses. The English depart-
ment’s criteria for a successful 
thesis includes seven elements. 

It must be: elegantly crafted 
and polished, original, well-
developed and finished, drawn 
from a sufficiently broad variety 
of secondary source material, fun 
to read, reflective of the students’ 
sincere connection to the literary 
material and the investigation, 
and, finally, correctly cited.  

This year, the winners 
were seniors Thomas Betts, Erin 
Bowen, Ali Meizels, and Benjamin 
Small. Their topics included 
Thomas’ comparative analysis of 
Ike McCaslin from “Go Down, 
Moses” and Huck Finn from 
“The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn,” two Southern boys who 
are forced to contend with the 
corrupt and complicated nature 
of their patrimonies, to Ben’s 

themed music, including pieces 
from “Star Wars,” “Raiders 
of the Lost Ark,” “West Side 
Story,” and “Harry Potter.” 

Mr.  Mil len  was  a lso 
excited about the newly intro-
duced chamber ensembles. 

“We had a nice feature of 
chamber groups, which are very 
small ensembles, “he said. “There 

were like four or five kids in a 
group, which was kind of nice to 
focus more on individual players.” 

As for the orchestra, in one 
piece junior Marwynn Somridhivej, 
who traditionally plays the violin, 
performed a piano solo written by 

Mr. Chiarappa alongside the group.
“A Little Night Music”has 

always been a special concert and a 
great opportunity for the musicians 
in KO to show their talents. “It’s 
two different concerts on the same 
night, and it’s the only time in the 
year we do that,” said Mr. Millen. 
“A lot of work goes into it, so it 
is nice to get out there and kind 
of show off what you’ve learned.”

To the seniors in the 
program, “A Little Night Music” 
also doubles as their farewell party; 
unlike the other players, seniors 
obviously do not play on gradu-
ation. Thus, Mr. Millen acknowl-
edges each senior and invites 
the audience to applaud them. 

“It’s always nice to say 
goodbye to the seniors,” Mr. 
Millen said. “This time we had 
one senior in the orchestra and 14 
seniors between the Jazz Ensemble 
and the Concert Band this year, and 
that was their final performance.” 

As the  d i rec tor,  Mr. 
Mil len said  he is  a lways 
content with this program. 

“I think it works very well, 
it’s kind of nice to have every-
body to come together and have 
their last [concert],” he said. 

“For the seniors, it is sort 
of like the beginning of the end, 
because only four or five weeks 
later it is their graduation. It is a 
nice cap for the end of the year.”

“It’s two different 
concerts on the 
same night, and 
it’s the only time 
in the year we do 
that. A lot of work 
goes into it, so 
it’s nice to get out 
there.”

Mr. Millen

exploration of names in “Sula” by 
Toni Morrison and “Apex Hides 
the Hurt” by Colson Whitehead.

Some seniors choose to 
write about books and movies that 
they have already watched on their 
own, but sometimes the inspira-
tion comes from books they have 
read at KO. “The two sources that 
I used for my thesis were ‘Sag 
Harbor’ by Colson Whitehead and 
‘Moonlight’ by Barry Jenkins,” Ali 
said. “I had read ‘Sag Harbor’ in 
Symposium and I had watched 
‘Moonlight’ last year when I took 
a GOA Gender Studies class.”

Erin said that she enjoyed 
writing the thesis, partly because 
it ended up proving wrong the 
assumptions she had made about the 
novel, “Lolita,” before reading it. 

Throughout the long writing 
process, the seniors learned more 
about themselves. “[The] thesis 
helped me learn how to approach a 
big writing assignment and break it 
up into manageable pieces, which 
is an important skill,” Ali said. 

The winners had some advice 
for the junior class. “Choose a topic 
you like,” Ali urged. “Everyone 
says it, but it’s true, if you’re 
excited to work on your thesis 
the whole thing will be so much 
easier.” Tom agreed. “I definitely 
enjoyed writing thesis a lot more 
because I was familiar with and 
interested in my topics,” he said.
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The most overwhelmingly 
beautiful moments music teacher 
Richard Chiarappa has experi-
enced have been standing atop 
the rostrum, waving his baton 
excitedly through the air. When 
asked what he envisions while 
conducting and playing music, 
he immediately begins to express 
the feeling of the sounds in his 
heartbeat, so peaceful and moving. 

“When you are standing in 
front of the orchestra, conducting 
becomes business,” Mr. Chiarappa 
said, “because you have to be 
aware of what section you have 
to direct your attention to. I am 
always thinking about what is 
coming next. However, that 
focus usually gets interrupted 
when there is beautiful music 
that can bring tears to my eyes. 
Depending on my mood and the 
piece itself, special movements 
can be extremely sentimental.” 

Mr. Chiarappa is a profes-
sionally trained musician, 
conductor, and educator that 
not many Kingswood Oxford 
students have had the pleasure of 
working alongside. He teaches 
both the KO Middle and Upper 
School orchestras twice a week, 
as well as the West Hartford 
Symphony Orchestra (WHSO). 

His love for music started 

quite young. At the age of four, 
a pivotal moment that sparked 
his love for music occurred 
while he was at church. “I heard 
a choir singing from where I 
was standing up in a loft and just 
standing there, next to my mom 
and dad, I had never heard a live 
chorus up until that point,” he said. 
“Just to hear that sound, it was so 
powerful and touching for me.” 

Mr. Chiarappa enjoys 
writing his own music. He 
smiles when asked about some 
of his own pieces. His personal 
favorite is “The Lincoln and 
Booth” piece. He has transcribed 
it for a 10-piece orchestra and 
has performed it with the WHSO. 

Mr. Chiarappa’s passion for 
conducting began during college 
as a result of a class he took at the 
Hartt School of Music. His beloved 
conducting professor played a 
significant role in his decision 
to pursue conducting as a career. 
Two of the conducting techniques 
he learned from his professor were 
clarity and consistency. Both have 
played a significant role in the 
success of his performances. 

In 1979, Mr. Chiarappa 
received his first part-time job 
at KO as the chorus teacher and 
director of the jazz band. After 
working with these groups for 20 
years, he was asked to take over 
and conduct the KO orchestra 

as well. At the time, it was one 
orchestra comprised of 18 students 
– 10 from the Upper School and 
eight from the Middle School. 

“Orchestra at that time was 
a struggle,” Mr. Chiarappa said. 
“The Middle Schoolers were at 
a much lower level musically 
than the Upper Schoolers and so 
the trick was to keep the Upper 
Schoolers from getting bored 
and keep the Middle Schoolers 
from becoming frightened.”

After two years of a joint 
orchestra, Mr. Chiarappa went 
to the KO administration and 
requested that the orchestra be 
split into two separate groups- 
one for the Middle School 
and one for the Upper School. 

Since this would require a 
much larger time commitment, 
he decided to give up his jazz 
and chorus teaching positions. 

In addition to conducting 
the Upper and Middle School 
orchestras at KO, Mr. Chiarappa 
founded the WHSO in 2002 
and serves as the conductor. 

This orchestra practices 
every Wednesday night from 
7:30 p.m to 9:30 p.m at Sedgwick 
Middle School and holds five 
concerts a year. Unlike the KO 
orchestras, WHSO is made up of 
a variety of individuals of all ages. 

His favorite part of WHSO 
is watching and hearing the players 

pull everything together for the 
final concert that they have worked 
hard on during long practices. He 
also loves the band presence in 
WHSO, which he hopes to one 
day implement in KO’s orchestras.

Despite the varying abilities 
in each of the three orchestras Mr. 
Chiarappa conducts, he approaches 
each group in the same manner 
when preparing for a concert. He 
tries to give the Middle and Upper 
school orchestras his best at all 
times, just as he does with the 
WHSO. “It is important for young 
musicians to see expression and 
expressive conducting versus just 
standing there letting a conductor 
move their baton,” he said. 

Freshman David Shi is a 
former member of the KO Middle 
School orchestra and is a current 
member of the Upper School 
orchestra and WHSO. Since he 
had previous experience playing 
the cello before arriving at KO, he 
decided to join the Middle School 
orchestra. He immediately fell in 
love with the group and was excited 
for each rehearsal. When David 
entered ninth grade, he decided 
to continue playing in the Upper 
School orchestra. Soon after, Mr. 
Chiarappa approached him and 
asked if he would like to be a part 
of the WHSO.  “I love practicing 
and performing with the WHSO 
because not only does it give me 

the opportunity to pursue music at 
a higher level, but it also allows me 
to become better connected with 
the local community,” David said. 

David also recognizes 
Mr. Chiarappa’s consistency in 
conducting. “Mr. Chiarappa’s 
conducting style is the same 
throughout each ensemble,” 
David said. “In the Middle and 
Upper School orchestras, he 
requires that we to come to each 
rehearsal prepared, focused, and 
ready to play, and he has the same 
standards for the WHSO.” Mr. 
Chiarappa holds his players to a 
high standard and expects them 
to act professionally while main-
taining a certain level of discipline. 

Mr. Chiarappa’s love for 
music is almost tangible. “He is 
a very effective and scintillating 
conductor,” David said when asked 
to describe Mr. Chiarappa as a 
conductor. “His method of teaching 
makes orchestra much more inter-
esting and makes difficult musical 
concepts easier to comprehend no 
matter the level of the orchestra.”

Mr. Chiarappa is certainly 
an accomplished musician and 
conductor, inspiring his players 
to achieve their goals and work 
hard. Having been immersed in 
music since he was a child, Mr. 
Chiarappa hopes that music and 
conducting will remain an active 
part of his life in the years to come. 

Meet me at the One Act 
On the evening of Friday, 

May 17, students, family, friends, 
and faculty gathered together 
in Black Box Theatre to enjoy a 
comfy and entertaining night full 
of singing, acting, and fun: the One 
Act was directed by senior Janvi 
Sikand while the Cabaret was led 
by seniors Olivia Coxon, Charlie 
Coxon, Emma Kate Johansen, 
Katherine Brough, and Dan Carroll.

Members of the One Act 
included senior Elise Gendrich, 
juniors Elan Stadelman and Vishal 
Kumar, sophomores Snehaa Ram, 
Molly Carroll, and Braeden Rose, 
and freshmen Samhita Kashyap, 
Elsa June, and Teddy Schwartz. 
Other students that were part of 
the Cabaret were: Elan, Braeden, 
Snehaa, Molly, juniors Remy 
McCoy and Maggie Eberle, 
and sophomore Sadie Margolis.

In order to become part 
of the One Act and Cabaret, the 
seniors in charge sent out a form 
at the beginning of the spring to 
all students, saying that anyone 
who wanted to sign up was more 
than welcome to. While students 
had been encouraged to do both 
the One Act and Cabaret, some 
opted to play to their strengths or 
realized they have limited time 

The man behind the baton: 
Chiarappa conducts with care
by Emma Levinbook ’22

by Alyssa Pilecki ’20

“My prefect, Ellie 
Bavier, was part 
of it and I was 
already really into 
music and art, so 
I decided to join 
as well. I liked it 
so much I came 
back this year, 
and I’m happy I 
did.”

–Snehaa Ram

and did whichever one they prefer. 
Essentially, the Cabaret is a 

collective showcase performance 
of students singing songs from 
different musicals. However, while 
the Cabaret is usually led by one 
senior, this year the responsibilities 
had been split among five in order 
to allow for a greater in-depth 
understanding of the music, more 
precise attention to detail, and less 
pressure on everyone’s shoulders. 

Dan said he was very 
excited about the Cabaret and 
happy to have worked with 
the people he did. “We had a 
great group come together,” he 
said. “There was also a strong 
coming-of-age theme that weaved 
throughout most of the songs.”

On the other hand, the One 
Act is, of course, a one-act play 
traditionally directed each spring by 
one senior, this year’s being Janvi 
who actually wrote the play herself. 

“This year the One Act is a 
show I wrote and submitted last 
winter as a junior,” she said. “It’s 
a surreal comedy called ‘Meet Me 
at the Monument!’ and has many 
different plotlines all connected by 
a monument at 420 Pride Street.”

The interweaving, complex 
storylines are generally as follows: 
Randy and Andy, portrayed by 
Vishal and Teddy, are police 

officers planning on surprise 
proposing each other on the same 
day, but they both don’t know 
what the other is planning. Next, 
Reshma and Chad, played by 
Samhita and Charlie, have just 
come back to life after being 
dead. They had been best friends 
in life and in death and set out on 
a quest to avenge Reshma’s dad, 
who shot and killed her. Preston, 
played by Elan, is Reshma’s dad 
who decided to shoot his daughter 
for clout, since he is also a middle-
aged bank manager who wants to 
become a SoundCloud rapper. 

Next, God (Elise) came into 
the story and is having a conver-
sation with a guy named Jonathan 
(Braeden), attempting to give Her 
friend on Earth advice. Then, the 
audience is introduced to a char-
acter named Julia, portrayed by 
Snehaa, who dropped out of Miss 
Teen USA to pursue her dream 
of being a female detective. 
The final main plotline included 
Becky and Jaden, two workers 
at a bakery played by Elsa June 
and Molly; Jaden attempts to 
convince her frenemy Becky to not 
be the homophobic person she is. 

Snehaa, involved with both 
the One Act and Cabaret, said that 
this was her second year being 
part of the student-led produc-

tion and decided to sign up again 
because she enjoyed it so much last 
year. “My prefect, Ellie Bavier, 
was part of it and I was already 
really into music and art, so I 
decided to join as well,” she said. 
“I liked it so much I came back 
this year, and I’m happy I did.”

For the One Act, Snehaa said 
a lot of rehearsal time was actually 
spent individually at first and only 
after everyone had learned their 

lines did the cast come together 
wherever they could to practice. 
The Cabaret rehearsals obviously 
focused on singing and dancing, 
and thus were held in the dance 
studio and Black Box. Teddy said 
he decided to join the One Act after 
hearing about it from Samhita. “I 
have had a great time learning 
my lines, although it’s been a 
grind,” he said. “I think the play 
is funny and has a really inter-
esting – I can’t wait to perform!” 

His excitement seemed 
to extend to all other cast 
members, who shared similar 
thoughts and were extremely 
satisfied with their performance. 

Maggie said she loved 
being part of the Cabaret. 

“It was such a fun show, 
and all the seniors really rose 
to the occasion producing a 
great performance!” she said.

Snehaa said her final thoughts 
on the play would have to be posi-
tive, as she views it as a benefi-
cial and immersive experience.

 “Overall, this has brought 
me closer to everyone because 
everyone wants to be there 
and is invested in it,” she said. 

“All the people that signed 
up for it are genuinely inter-
ested in and talented in the arts, 
so it’s nice to work with them.”
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  The Gwendolyn Brooks 
Poetry Contest takes place every 
year in which both Upper and 
Middle School students can 
participate. Any student can take 
part in the contest by submitting 
up to three poems. Three student 
poems will be selected from the 
Upper School as winners and three 
students from the Middle School. 
Each winner receives a $50 reward. 

This year’s Upper School 
winners were junior Juanita 
Asapokhai, and seniors Dan 
Carroll and Elise Gendrich.

Juanita has won the contest 
for three years in a row now and 
is a very experienced writer. Juan-
ita’s winning piece was called 
the “MONEY POEM [on paying 
God].” She said that the inspira-
tion for this poem came from 
her childhood memories of her 
parents telling her stories about 
when they emigrated to America. 

She remembers her dad 
telling her a story of how he 
was basically hustling. “There 
was a line in a poem that says 
a three wall home, a reflection 

of time where my family didn’t 
have a lot of money,” she said. 

Juanita submitted three 
poems in total. One of the other 
poems was about colorism 
and people weaponizing their 
skin tones in communities 
against other black people. 

The third poem was about 
an ultrasound and a mother. 
It’s about how people didn’t 
think she was capable of having 
a kid, but an ultrasound was 
evidence that she is capable. 

  Juanita said that her winning 
poem was the best because it had 
a clear concept, it was the most 
identifiable, and she could play 
around more using creative meta-
phors. “I know what I am drawing 
and have a creative freedom for 
the colors I use; the other ones 
were more elusive,” she said. “It 
is a deviation from my usual style; 
my intention was to try to create a 
lyric tone. Each line of it reads a 
statement, not one long sentence.” 

Juanita said that she feels 
very appreciative of being 
selected amongst such talented 
writers like Dan and Elise.

Dan’s  winning  poem 

was titled “The Night Britney 
Spears Shaved Her Head.” “It’s 
about Britney Spears shaving 
her head, and the other things 
that happen at 2 a.m.,” he said. 

Dan said that he was inspired 
to write this piece due to his love 
for Britney Spears’ first album, 
the one with “Baby One More 
Time” and “Email My Heart” and  
“You Drive Me Crazy.” He said 
that also at that time he was reading 
a lot of Hanif Abdurraqib writing, 
who writes a lot of poems using 
songs and albums as inspiration, so 

Dan wanted to do some-
thing like that. “So I would 
play one of those three songs 
on repeat, and my rule was that 
I couldn’t stop listening until I 
had written a new stanza. I was 
on some Leonard Cohen ‘Halle-
lujah’ stuff,” he said. “There 
were a lot of scrapped verses.”

  Dan said that he’s interested 
in how pop culture references can 
be used as shorthand for specific 
interest, but he’s also challenged 
by how to include them in poetry 
without making it awkward or 
clunky. “Hera Lindsay Bird’s 
poem ‘Monica’ is a good example 

of this,” he said. “I think I did a 
good job with this one, so that’s my 
favorite part. Maybe this one has 
opened the door for the Criss Angel 
poem I’ve been kicking around.”

Dan submitted two other 
poems as well. One of them was 
inspired by Deem Spencer, who’s 
a rapper that writes really peaceful 
and quiet songs that Dan really 
likes. The other one was about 
waking up on a friend’s couch. 

T h i s  i s  D a n ’s  f i r s t 
time winning, though he has 
been submitting work to the 
contest for the past three years. 

“Last year, back when I 
thought my pain was special 
and unique, I submitted a poem 
about Twitter and mental health,” 
he said. “I don’t remember 
what I wrote sophomore year. 
Probably something about 
being in the closet, honestly.” 

 Elise’s winning poem was 
titled “21st Century Floriog-
raphy.” She said that it’s about 
her relationship in stages with 
her boyfriend, junior Elan 
Stadelmann, and each stage is 
a different stanza of the poem. 

She said that floriography is 

the act of sending messages through 
flowers; for example, a daisy could 
stand for friendship. “My relation-
ship with Elan was my inspira-
tion for writing it. The idea just 
popped in my head, and I thought 
this would be good,” she said. 

Elise submitted two other 
poems as well, but she said that 
they weren’t nearly as good, and 
she had written them a few years 
ago and just wanted someone to 
read them. She said that her favorite 
part of the winning poem was the 
line about sunflowers. The lines 
were, “Now they bloom into lovely 
sunflowers. Bending toward the 
sun and each other,/Brilliant colors 
shining through clouds, days,/ 
Soft petals on their way to love.” 

  Elise said that she doesn’t 
consider herself a major writer, but 
just wanted to write and wanted 
someone to read it. “I showed it to 
Elan, and he thought it was really 
accurate. My comparison was 
correct,” she said. “I was surprised, 
out of my three poems, this one was 
definitely the best, but I usually 
don’t expect to be in the ranks 
of writers like Juanita, Dan and 
Janvi who have won it in the past.” 

Gwendolyn Brooks Poetry Contest 
recogonizes creative Wyverns
Luv Kataria ’20

“Honestly,  at  f i rs t ,  I 
was kind of nervous, but then 
in my mind, I was thinking 
‘It’s just another concert.”

This is how junior Rohan 
Naik described his experience 
on stage at one of the most pres-
tigious venues for music, Carn-
egie Hall. However, for Rohan, 
performing at Carnegie Hall was 
the rewarding result of consid-
erable hard work and practice. 

Rohan’s journey in music 
started at a very young age. When 
he was just three years old, Rohan 
began singing, and two years later 
at age five, he began playing the 
violin. When talking about how he 
got involved playing the violin, he 
referred back to a fond memory. 

“My parents took me to a 
music store in India, and origi-
nally I was interested in the 
guitar, drums, and the flute, but 
then I found the violin,” Rohan 
recalled. “I picked it up and started 
fiddling around with it like any 
kid my age would do, and that’s 
what drove me to start playing it.” 

At KO, Rohan sings in 
the all-boys a capella group 
Crimson 7 and plays in KO’s 
orchestra. Outside of school, he 
continues to pursue his musical 
endeavors. He plays in the West 
Hartford Symphony Orchestra, 
and for a couple of ensembles 
at the Hartt school as well.

 Rohan practices the violin 
for at least 20-30 minutes every 

day, but when he is preparing for 
very important performances, he 
practices for at least an hour a 
day as those pieces can be highly 
complex. Because Rohan is 
involved in a number of musical 
groups, managing his time is 
crucial to his success in both the 
classroom and on stage. “Most of 
the homework that is given to me 
I try to finish at school during a 
free period or between sports and 
my next ensemble activity,” he 
mentioned. “I try to manage my 
time as effectively as I can.” When 
asked about the process for getting 
to play at Carnegie Hall, Rohan 
explained that the conductor of 
KO’s orchestra Richard Chiarappa 
sent out a letter of recommenda-
tion to the Honors Performances 
Series program, which is allied 
with Carnegie Hall. Last year, 
Rohan received a certificate of 
acceptance and then auditioned 
to earn a spot in the orchestra, 
playing at  Carnegie Hall . 

Six  months  la ter,  on 
Halloween, he received the 
good news and was ecstatic. 

Prior to the performance 
on Feb. 10, he arrived several 
days early to practice with the full 
orchestra. In those days leading 
up to the concert, there was an 
extremely rigorous rehearsal 
schedule.When the concert 
finally came, he just zoned in 
on the music. Instead of getting 
caught up in the moment, he did 
what he does best: stepped up 
to the challenge and performed.

Rohan Naik plays 
at Carnegie Hall 
By Christian Pedro ’22

At KO, 70% of students 
visit Paraguay as part of the Team 
Tobati community service trip. 
Most students document their trip 
using cellphone cameras or digital 
cameras, but senior Taline Norsi-
gian decided to raise the bar and 
experiment with a film camera. 

S h e  t r i e d  o u t  b o t h 
black and white and colored 
film in her 35mm camera.  

 With limited space to 
bring photography equipment 
on the trip, Taline decided to 
bring a film camera and learn 
the process of developing film. 

“I was expecting to take all 

To develop the pictures, the 
film has to be exposed to special 
film chemistry to be ready for 
print, which takes 30 minutes. 

The print process is also 
time-consuming because no two 
images need the same exposure 
time and Taline had to experiment 
with the exposure time for each 
photo. In the end, it could take about 
an hour to get three good negatives. 

Film is extremely sensitive 
and can react to different tempera-
tures, “Mr. Garcia was the best on 
the trip, he let me store my film 
in his air conditioned room, so it 
wouldn’t get damaged, which was 
really nice of him!” Taline said.

Overall, Taline enjoyed the 
film project. “It was really fun 
to develop the film because it 
was an opportunity to relive all 
the fun moments on the trip and 
learn along the way,” she said.

“It took a lot of 
experimenting, 
but in the end I 
developed 250 
photos from the 
trip,”
–Taline Norsigian

of the photos and then send them to 
get developed, but with Mr. Scran-
ton’s help I was able to develop 
all the film myself,” she said. 

Taline’s interest in photog-
raphy started at a young age with 
photos of nature; then, in high 
school she did an independent 

study junior year n photography. 
As a senior, documenting 

her trip to Tobati on film was 
the next step in Taline’s photog-
raphy journey at KO. The 
photographs capture her, her 
trip and work group in Tobati.

 Processing and developing 
film is very time-consuming. 
It  can take seven minutes 
to develop a single photo. 

“It took a lot of experi-
ment ing ,  bu t  in  the  end 
I  deve loped  250  pho to s 
from the trip,” Taline said.

The photos also had to 
be scanned and some needed 
additional editing to remove 
dust particles from the images. 

“Taline’s work ethic is 
tireless, and she is very resilient 
because the work process is slow 
and takes a lot of patience,” photog-
raphy teacher Greg Scranton said. 

 Paraguayan kids attending a primary school in Tobati playing duck, duck, 
goose or “pato, pato, ganso” (in Spanish). Photo by Taline Norsigian ’19.

By Jamie Amell ’20

Taline develops passion 
for film photography
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As a guy on the KO 

campus, senior Ellis Winfree 
certainly stands out in the crowd 
with his stylish fashion choices. 

He often shows off looks that 
are for sure simple but different 
and represent him as a person. 

When shopping, Ellis loves 
to look at stores such as Zara, 
Bershka and sometimes H&M. At 
all of these stores help Ellis pick 

Senior Ellis Winfree: simple, stylish
by Sophia Kaufman’20

Costantini says ‘hasta la vista’ after 20 years

out  creative, different, and unique 
outfit choices. Overall his favorite 
brand is Bershka where he finds 
the most success with shopping.  

Other than clothing, Ellis 
loves to shop for shoes and other 
accessories. He explained that 
his favorite piece of clothing is 
his CDG x Converse sneakers.

In addition, when shop-
ping, he is often inspired by 
many different individuals. 
Certain fashion influencers that 
he looks up to are Tarot Egerton 
and Daniel Craig. Both of these 
designers have their own indi-
vidual style with a twist for fun. 

“When I am putting outfits 
together, I usually wear colors that 
are pretty simple, such as blacks, 
whites, greens, dark oranges, and 
yellow. I like to keep it pretty 
neutral, as it is easier to make 
statement outfits.” Ellis said. 

It is clear that although 
his outfi ts  are not neces-
sarily the boldest and most 
colorful, they certainly make an 
impact on others around him. 

In addition, Ellis states that 
he doesn’t love to wear the bright 
colors and busy patterns. “It might 
look good on a model or someone 
famous because they have a stylist 
putting together their outfits,” he 
said, “but, I think that you can 
make a statement to a large crowd 
in rolled jeans, a white T-shirt, 
and an overcoat. Very simple, but 
fashion-forward at the same time.” 

Ellis says that he does not 
consider himself a trendsetter, 
but rather wears what looks the 
best on him; if people like it, then 

Ellis Winfree’19 strikes a prom pose. 
Photo by Amelia Levine’20 

by Sophia Kaufman ’20

it is just another positive aspect. 
“As a girl, I often look up 

to Ellis’s daily fashion looks,” 
junior Remy McCoy said. “He 

always is very presentable and 
looking nice no matter the day or 
weather. I think all guys should 
strive to dress like Ellis, and put 
in the same effort he does daily.” 

Outside of the KO commu-
nity, Ellis still strives to look 
presentable and fashion-forward, 
but on the weekends he states 
that his outfits are usually more 
relaxed. These outfits change 
per  season and occasion. 

Overall, the community has 
certainly enjoyed Ellis’s amazing 
fashion choices, along with his cool 
and calm outfits daily. We hope 
Ellis continues to show himself off 
through his looks, and continues 

“I think that you 
can make a state-
ment to a large 
crowd in rolled 
jeans, a white 
T-shirt, and an 
overcoat.”

–Ellis Winfree

After twenty amazing, 
eventful, exciting, and joyous 
years at KO, Mrs. Costan-
tini  is  departing with her 
family to Indiana.  

From her early years at 
KO, starting in 1999, she has 
held many roles; some of these 
roles including an advisor, 
Spanish teacher for various 
grades, Dean of Upper Prep, 
coach of swimming, field hockey, 
and tennis, and Middle School 
department chair of language. 

Within her many years 
at KO, there are a lot of notice-
able  events  that  occurred 
and left memories forever. 

First, she said that the 
combination of the positive collab-
oration of teachers and students 
help to create a really special 
community and overall space. 
This community allows for others 
to run ideas by each other and the 
ability towards a step of success. 

Another  aspec t  Mrs . 
Costantini has enjoyed while 
being at KO is the Venezuelan 
program in the Middle School. 

This program has been going 
on for 28 years and has made every 
winter in the Middle School so 
special. “I think this program has 
made KO overall more global and 
understanding of various aspects 
in our world today,” Mrs. Costan-
tini said. “In addition, being able 
to teach classes with the Venezu-
elan teacher along with other 
native speakers is so important 
and impact on the KO students.” 

She will always hope 
to be back for spring sports 
days, Hewett Day, KITs, and 
all of the other special tradi-
tions that the school holds. 

Her time and experiences at 
KO have certainly prepared her for 
a new step in life. “Because I have 
had such amazing colleagues from 
the time I started at age 21, I have 
learned so much as a person and 
teacher,” she said. “I have learned 
how to better listen to people, and 
I hope to take that with me in the 
future. I am so thankful to have 
been surrounded by such amazing 
people and have the chance to 

Ms. Costantini will be leaving KO this spring after 20 years of teaching, 
coaching, advising, and serving as an administrator. Photo by E.B. Taylor. 

admire each individual separately.” 
Traveling South, Mrs. 

Cos tan t in i  hopes  to  f i r s t 
settle her family in school 
and get to know the area. 

With time, she will consider 
taking on an administration role or 
dean position in a school, with a 
possibility of continuing to teach 
Spanish. With her love of teaching 
and being around kids, she strives 
to return to an educational setting. 

Mrs. Costantini says that 
she will definitely miss the people 
the most from KO. “There are so 
many families that I have been 
blessed to know and teach many 
siblings in one family,” she said. 
“Teaching each sibling is so 
different, but an amazing opportu-
nity to learn so many new people 
and make connections among 
all. In addition, I will for sure 
miss all the faculty and friends I 
have made in the community.” 

She hopes to stay in 
touch with all her students and 
peers both at KO and beyond. 

As a teacher, her job is to 
educate many kids, but simultane-
ously she has learned a lot from 
her students to help benefit her. As 
an individual, she realizes that it is 
more important to recognize who 
the humans are in the room, rather 
than focusing on the material solely. 

S h e  h o p e s  t h a t  h e r 
students will go further in life 
and travel to Spanish speaking 
countries, major in a language, 
and overall enjoy the talents 
of speaking another language.

Her classroom helps to 
bring a comfortable feeling 
and secure confidence for 
growing learners  of all kinds.

She hopes that she can 
convey the message of coming 
together as humans to make 
the most of every day and 
all the opportunities granted. 

Mrs. Costantini has left 
KO a better place than when 
she began, and we wish her 
and her family the best that 
the future has in store for her. 

“There are so 
many families 
that I have been 
blessed to know 
and teach many 
siblings in one 
family. Teaching 
each sibling is so 
different, but an 
amazing oppor-
tunity to learn so 
many new people 
and make connec-
tions... In addi-
tion, I will for 
sure miss all the 
faculty and friends 
I have made in the 
community.”

-Ms. Costantini

Briggs to raise pigs
by Jaden DiMauro ’20

At the end of the academic 
year, beloved French and Spanish 
teacher Jonathan Briggs will be 
leaving KO to pursue a new career 
in animal agriculture, specifically 
pig farming. Hoping to carve out 
his stake in the 20 billion dollar 
industry, Dr. Briggs purchased 
a farm previously belonging to 
Bobby C & Betty Tatum Hog Farm 
in Elizabethtown, North Carolina 
and is planning to move in this June. 

While he has always enjoyed 
teaching, Dr. Briggs’ true passion 
has always been in pig farming. 
“There’s just nothing else like it. 
For me, it’s a truly transcendental 
experience,” he said. From a young 
age, pigs had always been a staple 
in Dr. Briggs’ life, as his family ran 
a pig farm in Illinois for much of 
his childhood. “Growing up around 
pigs and hog farmers cultivated a 
love of farming and nature in me 
from a young age,” Dr. Briggs said. 

While the farm is for 
profit, Dr. Briggs’ primary goal 
is not monetary gain, but rather 
raising pigs to be prizewin-
ners. “While making money 
never gets old, there’s nothing 
more satisfying than watching 
a pig you’ve raised become a 
prizewinner,” said Dr. Briggs. 

Despite many pig farmers 
favoring Yorkshire pigs, Dr. Briggs 
is a Berkshire purist. A member 
of the American Berkshire Asso-

ciation, the oldest swine registry 
in the world, he is firmly of the 
belief that Berkshire pigs are the 
superior breed, in terms of meat 
quality, and an aesthetic stand-
point. “From a contest standpoint, 
Berkshire pigs are without a doubt 
the way to go,” said Dr. Briggs. 

Although he plans on 
devoting the majority of his 
energy to his farming endeavor, Dr. 
Briggs is not giving up teaching 
entirely, as he will be taking a 
position as a part time professor 
of livestock management at his 
alma mater, the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Although he will certainly 
be missed, KO wishes Dr. 
Briggs luck with his new career 
path, and maybe, if we’re lucky, 
he’ll bring us back some bacon.

This article is a spoof written in 
cooperation with Dr. Briggs. 
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Pasko heads to Boston
by Marrich Somridhivej  ’22

After her first year at KO, 
Middle School science teacher 
Amanda Pasko will be departing 
KO this summer. Even though 
she has only been at KO for one 
year, she was worn many hats as 
a teacher, advisor, and coach. As 
her first job, KO has provided 
her great opportunities. She will 
be heading to Boston in order to 
pursue her passion for science.

In the fall, Ms. Pasko will be 
studying at the Harvard School of 
Public Health in Boston in order to 
pursue her passion for science. She 
is planning to receive her masters 
in public health with a concentra-
tion in nutrition and epidemiology.

Prior to coming to KO, Ms. 
Pasko majored in kinesiology and 
sports medicine at Rice Univer-
sity in Houston, Texas. In addi-
tion, she took education classes 
in college, which sparked her 
interest in teaching. She also was 
a track and field athlete in college.

At KO, she took on many 
roles, despite it being her first 
year out of college. Ms. Pasko 
taught introduction to physical 
science, and Upper Prep tech-
nology. She also served as an 
advisor to Middle School students 
and coached Middle School 
soccer, basketball, and track and 
field teams, as well as the Upper 
School track and field team.

When Ms. Pasko first visited 
KO, she knew that KO would 
provide a great experience for her, 

as it allowed her to do many things 
that she was passionate about. “I 
had been a professor’s assistant 

in college. I had tutored a lot,” 
she said, “I had coached middle 
and high school aged athletes, so 
I looked for opportunities where 
I could combine my interests 
in teaching and in science.” Ms 
Pasko added that she’s enjoyed 
her time at KO. “It’s been a really 
positive experience,” she said. 

Ms. Pasko said that KO 
allowed her to go outside her 
comfort zone to try new things. “I 
have done track a lot but I haven’t 
played soccer or basketball in a 
long time, so I coached things 
that I was less familiar with,” she 
said. “I majored in science but I 
haven’t done as much technology 
stuff but I still taught an intro 
class in that. I think some of it is 

Ms. Pasko smiles, fondly remem-
bering her time at KO. Photo by  
Amelia Levine ’20.

a balance of what you are familiar 
with and some of it not as much.”

During her time at KO, Ms. 
Pasko said that she learned a lot 
about teaching. “I learned how to 
teach and engage students without 
just telling them how to do some-
thing and how to work with a lot 
of different thinking styles all at 
once,” she said. “A lot of times 
if you are working one-on-one 
with someone, you can focus on 
what helps that person, but if you 
have a lot of people who think and 
learn differently together, how 
can you help them all at once?”

Ms. Pasko’s favorite thing 
about KO is the variety of activi-
ties she does everyday. “Between 
teaching different courses, 
advising students, and coaching 
sports, you do a lot of different 
things each day and you work with 
a lot of different people, so there is 
a balance of everything each day.”

Even though she was only 
at KO for one school year, leaving 
KO was a bittersweet decision 
for her. Ms. Pasko said that she 
will miss her students the most. 
“I will miss seeing some of the 
same students I worked with this 
year next year,” she said. “I think 
it would be neat having known 
them from another whole year, to 
see them a year from now to see 
how they would be like a year from 
now and how they have changed.”

T h e  K O  c o m m u n i t y 
certainly wishes Ms. Pasko the 
best on her journey to Boston 
and in her future endeavors.

by David Shi ’22

While math teacher David 
Herrera has only taught at King-
swood Oxford for two years, 
he has played a huge role in the 
community as an educator and 
as a passionate coach for the JV 
field hockey and baseball teams. 
Now, sadly for us, he will be 
venturing onto a different path 
and departing the KO community.

Before coming to KO, 

Mr. Herrera taught mathematics 
at Miami Jackson Senior High 
School in Florida where he 
was a Teach for America Corps 
member, a program which works 
to confront educational inequality. 

Mr. Herrera heard about an 
open position at KO in the summer 
of 2017, when he was teaching 
math at the Hartford Youth 
Scholars Steppingstone Academy. 

“For the majority of my 
adult life, I’ve been teaching in 
the public school sector,” Mr. 
Herrera said. “I saw the position 

Kombucha’s a knock-out

at KO as an opportunity to broaden 
my horizons and experience in 
order to become a better educator 
and mentor for the youth.”

Mr. Herrera said that his 
favorite part of teaching is one-
on-one interactions as well as the 
mentoring aspect; he has decided 
the best way to combine the two is 
through accepting a job with Hart-
ford Youth Scholars, where he will 
be the Director of Scholar Success. 

At his new job, he will be 
responsible for mentoring students 
as well as providing resources to 
help them through each school day 
and the college admissions process. 

While his time here at KO 
is one that he will never forget 
and has given him the experience 
to become a better educator and 
mentor, Mr. Herrera said it feels 
necessary to explore another path 
in his life. “KO really made a 
huge impact on my life,” said Mr. 
Herrera. “It’s truly a unique place 
where the adults care for the kids, 
but I could be making a bigger 
impact in education and in the world 
if I go into this new direction.”

Mr. Herrera said he feels 
bittersweet about his depar-
ture. “I’m sad to no longer have 
the day to day interaction with 
kids,” he said, “but I know it’s 
necessary and it’s something 
that I know needs to happen 
for me to grow as an educator.” 

Mr. Herrera, thank you for 
all that you have done. You will 
surely be missed, and we wish you 
good luck on your path forward!

Mr. Herrera is ready to embark on a new 
adventure. Photo by Aiden Borruso ’20.

by Ava Radmanovich ’22

In need of a new delicious 
and healthy beverage? Science 
teacher Tim Allerton has the 
thing for you! Either homemade 
or store bought, kombucha is 
a must-have according to Mr. 
Allerton and sophomore Emma 
Henry. Kombucha is a fermented 
tea, often made with additional 
flavoring, and is a beneficial 
probiotic for the digestive system. 

This tangy bubbly tea, 
customized to one’s preference, 
has recently been trending at 
Kingswood Oxford. Last June, 
science teacher Lisa Bailey intro-
duced Mr. Allerton to homemade 
kombucha. She had the supplies 
that he needed to get started, and 
since then, he said he has passed 
on his interest in kombucha-
making to others around KO. 

“When I’m [producing 
kombucha],” said Mr. Allerton, 
“I drink a bottle a day, my wife 
drinks probably a bottle a day, and 
my daughter, the one that plays 
lacrosse, drinks probably four to 
five a week.” Referred to by his 
daughters as “Timbucha,” Mr. 
Allerton is a truly dedicated drinker 
and is committed to spreading 
his love for this fermented tea 
further than just his family.  

Emma said she started 
drinking kombucha around the 
same time as Mr. Allerton. She 
discovered her love for the tea 

over the summer; however, 
since it can be pretty expensive, 
she couldn’t drink it regularly.

Emma decided to give 
Mr. Allerton a visit. He gave her 
some SCOBY, which stands for 
symbiotic culture of bacteria and 
yeast, and from there, she set 

Emma poses with her homemade kombucha. Photo by Amelia Boardman ’20.

out to learn the process, as well.
In the beginning, she came 

to his classroom every other day, 
asking about cleaning the equip-
ment, taking care of the SCOBY, 
brewing, and different flavors. 
“Now I don’t need to talk to him 
too much about it because I’ve 

realized that you can make a whole 
lot and you can’t really screw 
it up,” Emma said, describing 
the simplicity and benefits of 
making her own kombucha.

The process is quite simple, 
according to Emma: the first step 
is to make about 12 cups of a tea of 

your choice. In the past, Emma said 
she has used decaf tea, black tea, 
and even yerba mate tea from Para-
guay, which she brought home from 
the annual KO Team Tobati trip. 

The next step is to put half 
a cup of sugar into the tea and 
then cooled it. Afterward, the tea 

is put into a gallon jar while the 
SCOBY is placed inside a coffee 
filter enclosed with a rubber band, 
an essential aspect for regular 
respiration which ferments the tea. 

Emma said it is necessary for 
this mixture to be kept in a room 
temperature area in the dark, such 
as a coat closet or pantry. Once 
the SCOBY is mature, it takes 
four days to a week to be ready to 
drink.  The wait time is ultimately 
dependent on the temperature; 
warmer temperatures, like between 
70 and 80 degrees, allows for the 
fermenting process to go by faster.

After three to four days, Mr. 
Allerton explained it is necessary 
to test it in order to see how acidic 
and vinegary it is. “It’s all about 
taste,” Mr. Allerton explained. 
“Some people like the more vine-
gary taste, while some people like 
the more sweet tea taste, so you 
just bottle it when you feel like it.”  

After bottl ing it ,  Mr. 
Allerton recommended leaving 
a small space at the top to fill 
with flavoring and then leaving 
the bottle to sit on a shelf for a 
couple of days in order to let the 
carbonation fill up the bottle.

Meanwhile, the SCOBY 
inside the kombucha continues 
to aerobically respirate and the 
carbon dioxide that is released gets 
trapped in the bottle to make it fizzy.

Popular flavors include 
the orange tumeric flavor, which 
seems to be a big hit with both 

Mr. Allerton and Emma. Mr. 
Allerton said he often likes to 
make wild berry Kombucha, 
different versions of a cranberry 
one, and lemon ginger for his 
wife. Emma said she usually 
drinks kombucha without flavoring 
and claims that it is just as good. 

Mr. Allerton and Emma 
have discussed starting a new club 
to share their love of Kombucha 
with the school, although they 
recognize there are some obsta-
cles. Emma said that she is not 
entirely sure how well they would 
do selling Kombucha just because 
they would have to bottle it and 
keep it refrigerated, which would 
be hard to do on campus, but she 
said she would still like to begin a 
club. “If all goes well, Mr. Allerton 
and I will be starting a Kombucha 
tasting club next year, where we 
get people together, teach them 
about Kombucha, and then just 
try out some flavors together.”

However,  beyond the 
economic and practical stand-
point, there is a legal component as 
well. “We’d have to talk to school 
lawyers because the parents would 
have to sign off since it is a live 
culture,” Mr. Allerton explained, 
“but it is very likely that you 
would not get sick, and I’ve never 
heard of anybody ever getting sick 
from it, either.” Hopefully, enough 
people will be interested and the 
Kombucha Club will be able 
to become a success next year!

Farewell, Herrera
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So long, Señora Schork, ‘Guapa’
by Alyssa Pilecki ’20

With a heavy heart, it is my 
honor and pleasure to formally bid 
farewell to one of the most inte-
gral, celebrated, and wonderful 
members at Kingswood Oxford, 
Modern Languages Department 
Chair Lynn Schork. Also popu-
larly known on campus as Señora 
Schork or ‘Guapa,’ she decided 
to announce her plan for retire-
ment within the past few weeks 
after an extremely dedicated and 
amazing 42 years. Ms. Schork 
is more than well-deserving of 
recognition and appreciation for 
everything that she has accom-
plished at and contributed to KO. 

After receiving a B.A. from 
Middlebury College and an M.A. 
from the University of St. Joseph, 
Ms. Schork came to KO in 1977 
and quickly became one of the 
most legendary and beloved people 
in the community. Throughout 
her career, Ms. Schork has devel-
oped an impressive track record, 
juggling a multitude of positions 
and responsibilities, including 
being the Language Department 
Chair for over 30 years, teaching 
Spanish to all levels except for 
seventh and eighth grade, advising 
all Upper School forms, coaching 
varsity gymnastics for 25 years, 
working in both admissions and 
college advising for some time, 
flexing her skills as a school guid-
ance counselor, and acting as Dean 
of Students and Interim Director of 
the Upper School for several years.

As Ms. Schork has been 
affectionately looking back on and 
reflecting upon her days at KO, she 
said she rejoices in having been able 
to explore all these unique oppor-
tunities that the school has offered 
her and to extend her skillset in 
exciting and innovative ways. 

“I like all the jobs that I’ve 
had at KO because each one has 
helped me to deal with issues in 
different ways, to deal with what 
it’s like growing up and constantly 
staying current with all people: 
students, parents, and colleagues,” 
she said. “Those jobs made me a 
better person and teacher, and I 
adored coaching when I could.”

Many students and teachers 
alike have verified this as well, 
saying that Ms. Schork always 
made sure to reach out, make 
connections, and genuinely help 
or interact with each person as 
best as she could. Ms. Schork 
is more than just a teacher: 
she truly is a warm-hearted 
mentor and friend to everyone. 

One of Ms. Schork’s advisees 
and Spanish 5AP students, senior 
Claudia Petrie, said she appreciates 
Ms. Schork and the great impact 
she has had. “I learned a lot from 
Ms. Schork about staying positive 
and letting things go, along with 
always working hard and doing 
my best in everything,” she said. 
“I have known her since I was a lot 
younger because my mom and my 
brother both had her as a teacher 
when they were at KO, so she has 
always been there to listen to me 
and talk to me about anything.”

Another Spanish 5AP 

student, senior Rabih Chughtai, 
said he agreed wholeheartedly 
that Ms. Schork has been vital to 
his high school experience and 
his ability to speak Spanish. “As 
a student, she has taught me about 
how important it is to look at and 
understand the picky details of 
grammar,” he said. He explained 
that it is easy to gloss over grammar 
rules, but Ms. Schork always took 
the time to go in depth and apply 
the details to his Spanish speaking, 
reading, and listening. “She’s a 
great teacher who always brings 
energy to the class. My class was 
very prepared for the AP, and that 
was all because of her,” he said.

Ms. Schork said she attempts 
to go beyond the grammar and inte-
grate Hispanic and Latin cultures 
into her classes, as well. “The 
wonderful part about teaching 
a language is that it is all about 
culture, so you’re bringing the 
world into the classroom, getting 
students excited about coun-
tries from all around the world,” 
she said. “You can take a look at 
history and current events and 
study people, places, and litera-
ture.” In a foreign language, she 
explained, there really is more 
than just knowing how to conju-
gate verbs; it is about knowing 
how to effectively communicate 
with and appreciate other people, 
which Ms. Schork said she takes 
into account when teaching 
and working with students. 

Upper School history 
teacher Robert Kyff, who joined 
KO alongside Ms. Schork in 
1977, said that this much is 
apparent to anyone who meets 
her. “First of all, what stands out 
about Ms. Schork is that she is 
extremely nice, kind, and ener-
getic,” he said. “When I first met 
her, I quickly realized she would 
always give 100% of her effort to 
her students, and when she was the 
gymnastics coach, she would help 
them so much, too. She’s incred-
ibly bright and a terrific teacher, 
one that has a wonderful sense 
of humor and enjoys socializing 
with both students and teachers.” 

Mr. Kyff ’s kind words 
did not stop there, though. “Ms. 
Schork genuinely brings a spark 
of joy to every situation she 
encounters,” he said. “She has a 
relaxed and calm approach to life, 
loves to travel, and learns about 
new cultures and about nature 
constantly, so she has a lot of  
knowledge and experience to pull 
from.” Mr. Kyff said this also came 
in handy when Ms. Schork acted 
as Dean of Students and Interim 
Head of School. “Both positions 
are very strenuous jobs and require 
patience, which Ms. Schork has 
plenty of, and she showed tremen-
dous composure and leadership 
while helping to create a safe and 
engaging community,” he said.

While Ms. Schork explained 
that she loved working in admis-
sions, college advising, coun-
seling, and coaching, she said there 
is nothing that has had quite the 
same effect on her as teaching has. 
“I just love the teaching aspect, 
and what is surprising to some 

people is that I’ve never gotten 
tired of it,” she said. Ms. Schork 
said that she believes this is due 
to the fact that every year there 
is always a new mix of students, 
which makes it seem like a brand 
new class to her all over again. 
“It’s invigorating, it’s fun, and it 
keeps me engaged in the world, in 
terms of everything that’s going on 
in [my students’] lives,” she said.

One of her favorite ways of 
connecting with her students and 
the world was through sabbaticals, 
and Ms. Schork said she completed 
two of them. For those who do not 
know, a sabbatical is a period of 
paid leave for a teacher to study 
or work while traveling in order 
to help that teacher enrich their 
expertise, bring what they have 
learned back to the school, and 
incorporate it into the curriculum. 
Ms. Schork said the first one she 
went on was in 1991 with the 
program “Semester at Sea,” where 
she worked on a boat as a student 
life coordinator for three months, 
traveling from port to port, helping 
students with their Spanish and 
Portuguese skills. The next sabbat-
ical she took was with “Swiss 
Semester,” which allowed for both 
students and teachers to experience 
life in Switzerland for a semester, 
through the incorporation of 
outdoor physical activity, strenuous 
athletics, and intense academics. 

Besides Switzerland, Spain, 
and Portugal, Ms. Schork has 
visited many other countries, such 
as living in Mexico or taking a trip 
to Nepal. Other places she has been 
to include most of South America, 
most of Central America, many 
places in Europe, and some areas 
in Asia and Africa. Ms. Schork 
said the only places she hasn’t 
been are Antarctica and Australia, 
the latter of which she might still 
want to visit! With this extensive 
love for traveling, it is no surprise 
that Ms. Schork has an extraor-
dinarily well-developed appre-
ciation for culture and language.

Dean of Students William 
Gilyard said that when he joined 
the KO faculty eight years ago and 
met Ms. Schork, it was strikingly 
clear to him that Ms. Schork’s 
enthusiasm was one that was 
unmatched by most. “When I first 
met her, I knew she was a genuine 
lady, and I later found out she even 
calls everyone ‘guapa’ or ‘guapo,’ 
which shows how connected she 
becomes with each person,” he 
said. “She is someone who is very 
knowledgeable as an educator and 
could give anyone salient, practical 
advice about being a teacher.” 
Mr. Gilyard said he believes Ms. 
Schork truly loves teaching and 
that her passion positively affects 
each student and adult she meets.

Senior  L ian  Wolman 
expressed a similar view, saying 
that she has enjoyed having 
Ms. Schork as a teacher for the 
past two years. “Ms. Schork’s 
energy and love for Spanish 
is truly contagious,” she said. 
“She is definitely one of my 
favorite teachers, and I am going 
to miss her so much next year!” 

Beyond the scope of 

teaching, though, Ms. Schork also 
finds joy and passion in many 
other areas of her life. Some of 
her favorite things to do include 
arts and crafts, eating out at restau-
rants (her personal favorite is West 
Hartford’s Bricco), watching 
high-school and coming-of-age 
movies, playing along while 
watching “Jeopardy!,” reading 
pretty much anything she can 
(especially coming-of-age or 
adventure books), traveling, 
hiking, spending time in the great 
outdoors, visiting New Jersey and 
Maine, and engaging in athletics, 
especially biking and gymnastics. 

Actually competing herself 
on the varsity gymnastics team 
during her high school and college 
careers, Ms. Schork said it was 
only natural for her to coach the 
varsity and intramural teams at 
KO. Due to Ms. Schork’s effort and 
enthusiasm, the gymnastics team 
thrived for 25 years, garnering 
successes such as several unde-
feated seasons and championships. 

It is quite interesting that 
this 21-year-old woman fresh 
from New Jersey planning to get 
a Master’s Degree in International 
Business ended up staying at her 
first teaching job ever, loving 
it so much she stayed 42 years 
more. “I feel like I just started 
teaching here; these 42 years have 
flown so fast. There are so many 
amazing memories, I feel like I’m 
coming home,” she reminisced. 
“The community, all my students, 
all my colleagues, the students 
who’ve become my colleagues, 
parents, I appreciate them all. 
I’ve literally grown up here.” 

Ms. Schork said one thing 
that helped to convince her to 
stay all those years ago was that 
she knew KO was a comfortable, 
engaging, and invigorating place 
where she had room to change; 
now, she said she knows that her 
intuition proved to be right. “I’ve 
grown so much as a person and as 
a teacher here,” she said. “I have 
had the freedom to teach where I 
can hone my craft and become a 
master, something that is hard to 
find in most other schools or even 
workplaces in general. Also hard 
to find is the amazing talent that 
each of my colleagues has had.” 

Ms. Schork said that she, 
Mr. Kyff, creative arts teacher 
Wayne Pierce, and orchestra 
director Richard Chiarappa all 
started around the same time, so 
Ms. Schork said that their bond 
remains strong and genuine, as 

they have amazing memories of 
teaching together and working 
together for so long. “I have great 
respect for my other colleagues as 
well. Mr. Sherfinski, Mr. Lindsay, 
Mr. Roberts, Mr. Caley, who are 
no longer here, these are only a 
few of my very special friends,” 
she said. “I give a huge hug to all 
my colleagues in the language 
department, a really unique and 
wonderful group of friends. 
Ms. Dunn, Mrs. Semmelrock, 
Ms. Costantini, Mr. Garcia, Mr. 
Martinez, Dr. Briggs, Ms. Ma. 
Oh what a wonderful group to 
work with! They are absolutely 
amazing, and I can’t say enough 
about them, or any of the faculty 
and staff in the rest of the school.”

Among the many colleagues 
who reciprocated the warm 
thoughts, Mr. Kyff said he will 
deeply miss Ms. Schork’s fun-
loving and lively spirit and the 
lessons that she taught him. “One 
thing I saw in Ms. Schork that I 
learned from her was to treat each 
student as an individual and meet 
the needs of that student as effec-
tively as possible,” Mr. Kyff said. 

“She always had a real 
interest in each one of her students 
and got to know the students 
as people in addition to their 
academic work.” He said that Ms. 
Schork became a trusted confi-
dant and close friend of his and of 
many other teachers throughout 
the years, and that he will miss 
her greatly. Mr. Kyff also said 
he hopes she will enjoy free time 
being with the people she loves 
in the places she loves, and that 
she will be able to travel to all 
the places she has never been.

Señora Schork, on behalf 
of all of the KO community, 
both members past and present, 
we are going to miss you so, so 
much! There really are no words 
to describe just how greatly you 
have touched each and every 
single one of us, even those of 
us who have only ever heard you 
say “¡Hola, guapa!” in the hall-
ways. Your energy, your smile, 
and your sincerity really do bring 
a spark of joy to every situation. 

Thank you for being the 
teacher we adore, the shoulder 
we lean on, the role model we 
look up to. We wish you a happy 
and safe retirement, hopefully 
filled with plenty of traveling, 
reading, and arts and crafts, and 
we hope you will visit us in the 
years to come. ¡Muchas gracias 
para todo, y hasta luego, Guapa! 

Ms. Schork poses in front of the House. Photo by Catherine Schieffelin
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Girls tennis serves up victories,  
looks forward to bright future 

The girls varsity tennis team 
is the team to beat, going 8-3 with 
three games left. Their drive, deter-
mination, and energy have made 
them a team to be reckoned with. 

With intense matches 
and long practices, there’s no 
reason why they shouldn’t be 
the best. “We strive to be the 
best,” Head Coach Ronald 
Garcia said, “and that comes 
with hard work and dedication.”

One of the Wyverns’ most 
recent wins was against Loomis 
Chaffee. The Wyverns crushed 
them 6-3. With this impressive 
win, there were many  dominant 
players. To start off, seventh 
grader Kay Chin showcased her 
skills, winning both her single and 
doubles matches. Her strong tech-
nique and knowledge of the game 
made her the obvious winner. 

Ano the r  p l aye r  who 
performed well was sophomore 
Sydney Smith. Smith won her 
single and doubles matches as well. 
More impressive though, she went 
3-0 in both matches, not losing 
once. Her success is due to her 
strong and deadly serves, as well 
as her agility and ability to move 
all over the court to chase shots. 
Both players contributed to the 
win, and were strong competitors.

With the team’s success, 
there’s always one goal in mind, 
qualifying for New Englands. “It’s 
always a goal of ours,” Head Coach 
Garcia said, “and to achieve that 
this early in the season is impres-
sive. The girls should be proud.”

But all this success doesn’t 

come without some setbacks. 
The Wyverns lost for the first 
time this season against Williston 
Northampton. “It was a frus-
trating loss” sophomore Isabelle 
Rome said, “We were missing a 
lot of people and we just couldn’t 
win enough matches to win 

the game.” The Wyverns were 
missing some of their key starters 
and, as a result, couldn’t secure 
enough victories to win the match. 

Even though the Wyverns 
lost the match, players still 
performed and played excel-
lent games. Sophomore Shreeya 

Chalikonda played an impres-
sive game, winning her match 
against a tough opponent. She 
had strong nerves, making it 
difficult for her opponent to hit.

 Another person who played 
well was Smith. Smith has been a 
strong player for the Wyverns all 
season. This past match was just 
another time for Smith to show-
case her skill and dominance 
on the court. She continued to 
have powerful serves as well as 
strong returning hit that made 
it impossible for her opponent 
to recover during the match. 

After the loss, the Wyverns 
took a step back to reevaluate their 
situations for the rest of the season. 
“We all agreed that our loss came 
from a lack of players showing 
up” Rome said, “We agreed to be 
dedicated and put the team first for 
the rest of the season.” And ever 
since then, the Wyverns are back 
to winning and crushing oppo-
nents, most recently beating Kent.

The Wyverns finished 
off the season with a crushing 
defeat at New Englands. “We 
will continue to build off this 
year,” Coach Garcia said. “Hope-
fully we can improve our level of 
play.” The Wyverns plan to work 
on fundamentals and hope the new 
players coming in will continue to 
contribute to the team’s success.Senior Captain Isabelle Raymond gets ready to serve an ace during a home game. Photo courtesy of David Newman

by Conor Caneday ’21

Banning bugs out over caterpillars
by Braeden Rose ’21

Most people tend to have 
a hobby such as taking photo-
graphs, collecting baseball 
cards, hiking, dancing, cooking, 
painting, playing video games, 
writing, playing a sport, playing 
an instrument, or shopping. 

None of  those real ly 
seemed to strike a chord with 
sophomore Evan Banning. 
Instead, he likes something a bit 
more uncommon — raising and 
breeding caterpillars and moths.

Ever since Evan visited the 
Magic Wings booth at the Hart-
ford Flower Show when he was 
four years old, he has been deeply 
interested in raising and breeding 
these insects, and each February he 
returns to the Connecticut Conven-
tion Center, where the show is held, 
to buy more and more supplies. 

“I  typical ly  just  buy 
cocoons and chrysalises there, 
but if I need a new enclosure for 
them then I’ll get one,” he said. 
Evan estimates that he spends 
anywhere from $100–300 at the 
Magic Wings booth alone, and 
may end up spending more else-
where depending on the year. 

Evan said the first time he 
went to the Hartford Flower Show 
was because my mom wanted to 
go, and they just kept going back 
because he really enjoyed it. As a 
younger kid, Evan enjoyed raising 

the butterflies and moths because 
they looked cool, but as he has 
grown older they have become 
more and more alluring to him. 

“As a kid, I wasn’t the one 
really raising them, but when I 
got older I became more inde-
pendent and it started to be my 
project, not my parents’,” he said. 
He said his mom still helps him 
gather supplies in the summer 
sometimes, like certain plants that 
the caterpillars need to survive.

When most people think 
of moths, they typically envision 
the small grey ones that are seen 
in the summer months, usually 
congregating around some light 
source. Most months, however, 
aren’t like that. The ones that 
Evan raises are around the size of 
butterflies, usually larger, and they 
have interesting and sometimes 
colorful patterns on their wings. 

Evan prefers raising moths 
to butterflies because he sees 
them as more interesting and 
more of a challenge. “They’re 
cooler than butterflies. Besides, 
when was the last time you saw 
a Luna moth in the wild?” Evan 
said, referring to one of the 
species of moths that he raises.

Evan typically raises local 
species because they live off of 
the local plants, but sometimes 
he’ll challenge himself and raise 
a species that isn’t native to the 
US, like the atlas moth. “It’s the 

biggest moth in the world, and 
it’s very difficult to raise because 
it’s from Indonesia,” he said. 

Evan explained that each 
species of moth and caterpillar 
has what’s called a host plant, or 
multiple. The moth or butterfly 
will only eat leaves from their 
host plants, so non-native species 
pose more of a challenge because 
Evan has to find some way to 
get a host plant for them. “I’ve 
read some studies that have said 
the Atlas moth will also eat the 
leaves of sweet gum trees, which 
can be grown here,” Evan said.

Evan said that the fun is 
mostly in raising the moths, but he 
doesn’t really form an emotional 
attachment with the moths. 
“They’re not like, pets,” he said. 

Besides, getting attached 
to the moths would be pointless, 
because they don’t have mouths. 
“They die from starvation around 
a week after emerging from 
their cocoons,” he said. “They 
can’t eat so they just fly around 
looking for a mate until they die.” 

While raising these insects 
is mostly a hobby, Evan actually 
makes money off of it, too. He sells 
most of the moths that he raises, 
in the egg stage and the cocoon 
stage. “You don’t really sell them 
as caterpillars because they need 
to eat, and they’ll die in transit 
if they’re caterpillars,” he said. 
Evan mentioned that a dozen moth 

eggs typically sell for $6-$8, plus 
seven dollars shipping (transport 
needs to be prompt so they don’t 
hatch en route and die). However, 
a single moth cocoon can sell 
for $6-$8, plus $7 shipping. The 
profit can add up quickly, he said. 

Evan’s niche hobby is also 
landing him internships with top 
insect experts. After inquiring 
about the entomology program 
at UConn, Evan and his family 
were invited on a private tour 
of the department where he was 
invited to work alongside Prof. 

David Wagner, head of Ecology 
& Evolutionary Biology at 
the University of Connecticut. 

“He’s written books and 
everything; he’s an expert,” Evan 
said, “I think we’ll be doing field 
work: collecting and studying 
them. If I’m lucky we’ll get 
to work with live specimens.”

 Evan said that he has thought 
about becoming an entomologist 
and that the discipline has prac-
tical applications, too. “They’re 
working on genetics and biodi-
versity, to name a few,” he said. 

Sophomore Evan Banning poses with one of his home-grown butterflies. Photo 
courtesy of Evan Banning. 
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Social media control creates controversy
by Madeline Arcaro ’21

Whether it be because 
of pride for their school or the 
complete opposite, numerous KO 
students have made social media 
accounts associated with King-
swood Oxford’s name. These 
accounts have caught the atten-
tion of the faculty. In an email 
sent out by Dean of Students 
Will Gilyard on April 20, the 
guidelines for creating accounts 
with KO’s name were outlined. 

Among these guidelines 
were specific (and controversial) 
rules all KO students must follow 
when it comes to creating websites 
and social media accounts that 
have to do with KO. The rules 
are the following: don’t use any 
KO branding/logos, “when in 
doubt, do not post,” be aware that 
anything placed on the internet 
lasts forever, and to be respon-
sible and respectful when posting.

The email also included 
a video made by Director of 
Marketing and Communications 
Jacqueline Pisani. This video 
explained that it isn’t accept-
able to use KO’s name on social 
media, and gave examples of some 
Instagram accounts that have been 
associated with Kingswood. These 
accounts, including “korelax,” 
“ko_theater,” and “KOtea.”

Gossip accounts with KO’s 
name can influence the way that 
prospective students feel about the 
school as a whole and can drive 
away students who may want to 
come, Mrs. Pisani mentioned. “If 
I’m a potential parent and I see 
this rogue account, I think ‘Do I 
want my kid to be at a school with 
kids who have a value set different 
than my kids?’” Mrs. Pisani said. 

Sophomore Mary Ellen 
Carroll was one of the students who 
created a social media account with 
the KO name. During the school’s 
production of “Rabbit Hole” in 
October, Mary Ellen created the 
“ko_theater” account, noticing 
that KO didn’t have one already. 
“All of my friends from Sims-
bury and Avon and Farmington 
were in charge of their schools’ 
theater accounts, so I decided 
‘Why can’t I?’’’ Mary Ellen said.

While Mrs. Pisani doesn’t 
think that this type of account 
is necessarily one of the prob-
lematic ones, she said that there 
still need to be some guidelines. 

“I don’t think the accounts 
[like “ko_theater”] are a problem 

Photo posted on the ‘queenswoodoxford”  parody account with the caption 
“Following Friday’s graduation ceremony for the seniors, many freshmen, 
sophomores, and juniors forgot that their year was not yet over. In fact, they 
all still had to reckon with their final exams, which accounted for anywhere 
between 15% and 20% of their grades in their classes. The mass realization 
of the importance of this Memorial Day weekend reportedly began on Sunday 
morning, with students waking up with sleep paralysis, unable to move and 
imagining C+ grades on their exams...” Photo courtesy of Madeline Arcaro. 

at all, but there needs to be some 
sort of oversight because some-
times students do things that are a 
little out of line without thinking, 
and it may not land well on the 
other side,” Mrs. Pisani said. 

Mary Ellen, on the other 
hand, doesn’t believe that there 
needs to be oversight or that there 
need to be regulations. “I hate to 
be the one to burst Admissions’ 
bubble, but KO doesn’t exist in 
a vacuum: these accounts - like 
the one I created - were inspired 
by others, and the fact that these 
student-run accounts exist for other 
schools while KO tries to police 
theirs is telling,” Mary Ellen said. 

Senior Dan Carroll co-ran 
an account with senior Charlie 
Coxon called “konewsonline.” 
The satirical news account was 
published on Instagram with 

stories poking fun of KO policies. 
This account, while very popular, 
was posted at around the same 
time that the official KO News was 
going online, and faculty advisor 
Catherine Schieffelin didn’t 
want there to be any confusion. 

Due to this change, Dan 
started a new account called Queen-
swood Oxford, and stated that they 
were not in affiliation with KO.

This fake news account 
published satirical posts with head-
lines like “Kanye West is Tweeting 
Faster than we can Write Articles 
About Him.” The posts were 
satirical and gained a lot of popu-
larity until the account stopped 
being active in June of last year. 

 One of the rules that Mrs. 
Pisani set up that is non-nego-
tiable is KO students are not 
allowed to use KO’s name or 
logo in social media accounts.

 I t’s  not  to diminish 
freedom of speech: it’s to avoid 
copyright issues and legal fights. 

“One of the tricky aspects 
is the idea of freedom of speech, 
that you can go out there and say 
what you want, and really we have 
no control over that. One problem 
that we could have is using the 

copyright for the KO name. There 
are certain legalities tied to that, 
especially if you’re using the logo 
or using the branding – it’s copy-
written,” Mrs. Pisani said. “Kids 
shouldn’t be using it, for sure.”

Freedom of speech is a 
controversial topic, as many 
students don’t fully comprehend the 
legalities behind the restrictions. 

Students have very mixed 
opinions about whether KO can 
or should regulate what they say 
online. Many think that they can 
censor them as long as it directly 
pertains to KO’s reputation.

“I think that we have the 
right to say what we want, but 
this is a school and has a repu-
tation to uphold so I think we 
should all try to be as respectful 
as possible when talking about 
the school and members of the 

school,” junior Alyssa Pilecki said. 
Sophomore Drini Puka 

believed differently. He thought 
that even though he is a student 
at KO, he can say whatever he 
wants. “If I’m paying 40k annu-
ally to go to the school, I’m 
gonna post whatever I want, 
wherever I want,” Drini said. 

Some people  bel ieve 
that this is a bigger deal than it 
deserves to be. “I think [Admis-
sions offices] are making a moun-
tain out of a molehill and micro-
managing the KO name. As long 
as people make a disclaimer that 
they’re not actually associated 
with Kingswood Oxford, it really 
doesn’t matter,” Mary Ellen said. 

Mrs. Pisani knows that 
freedom of speech is a consti-
tutional right, and said that the 
restrictions are only meant to 
protect the students and the 
school. “What we’re trying to 
do is empower the students. We 
want them to have a voice. But 
the problem with social media is 
that it’s a very powerful tool and 
we don’t always know the best 
way to use it,” Mrs. Pisani said. 

No matter the following, 
social media possesses the 

possibility to impact teenagers’ 
mental health. 95% of students 
at Kingswood Oxford use social 
media, a huge jump from the 
73% of the teenage popula-
tion who use it. 67% of the KO 
population believes that social 
media affects someone’s mental 
health, and science backs that up.

The American Academy 
of Pediatrics released a study 
about “Facebook depression,” 
a form of depression that starts 
when teens see posts on social 
media and then start to exhibit 
typical symptoms of depression. 

“Well-adjusted children 
tend to put their best foot forward, 
broadcasting only their best 
attributes and qualities online... 
They are able, in other words, to 
promote a somewhat deceptively 
positive sense of self. In response, 
their friends’ feedback, comments, 
and posts tend to be overwhelm-
ingly positive, creating a posi-
tive feedback loop,” published 
the National Center for Health 
Research, a website that focuses 
on mental health awareness and 
treatment. However, when chil-
dren aren’t as well adjusted, 
other problems can come along.

“For less well-adjusted chil-
dren, constantly reading about the 
seeming success of their Facebook 
‘friends’ can make them feel worse 
than in real life where, at least, their 
peers visibly fail from time to time. 
The positive spin that popular kids 
put on Facebook ends up widening 
the disconnect between how less 
well-adjusted or unpopular kids 
view others and how they view 
themselves,” said Elina Mir and 
Caroline Novas of the National 
Center for Health Research. 

Even though many adults 
believe that social media does have 
an impact on mental health, the 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
does not list “Facebook depression” 
in their list of mental illnesses. 

Many students believe that 

 “Sometimes 
students do things 
that are a little 
out of line without 
thinking, and it 
may not land well 
on the other side”
 –Mrs. Pisani

social media should not have as big 
of an impact as it does on teens, 
including freshman Lucia Volin. 

“It can be inferred through 
the daily use of social media, that 
it is actually an important support 
of social benefits (such as making 
friends) and it is crucial within 
today’s society,” Lucia said. 
“Despite the wishes of many, 
including my own, for social 
media’s impact and power to be 
lowered on the minds of the youth, 
the cause for social media and the 
amount of captivation it has on 
youth is difficult to diminish.”

“I think [Admis-
sions offices] are 
making a moun-
tain out of a mole-
hill and micro-
managing the KO 
name.”

–Mary Ellen 
Carroll 

“This is a school 
and has a repu-
tation to uphold 
so I think we 
should all try to 
be as respectful 
as possible when 
talking about 
the school and 
members of the 
school.”

–Alyssa Pilecki

Students at KO spend a lot 
of time on social media, as 38% 
of students use it one to two hours 
a day, 36% of students use it three 
to four hours a day, and 14% of 
students use it over four hours a day. 

“It does take a lot of 
my time and attention, and it 
would be better if I didn’t use 
it all night when I have work to 
do,” senior Elise Gendrich said.

Sophomore Shreeya Chal-
ikonda appreciates the benefits 
of social media and understands 
that it’s important in teenage 
development. “I love social 
media. I’m on it constantly. I 
feel like it really helps me to 
communicate with my friends in 
different ways,” Shreeya said.

Lots of students also use 
social media to help with their own 
mental health and reach a wide 
variety of friends because  it can be 
easier than calling or texting them. 

Fake instagram accounts 
called “finstas” are used by many. 
“Finstas” are accounts that are 
usually filled with inside jokes, 
or photos that owners want 
people to see, but maybe not 
their entire Instagram following. 

“A finsta is a way for me to 
post funny content that my friends 
will enjoy,” junior Ishaa Sohail 
said. “While it can be very fun, I 
didn’t use it for a couple of months 
because it can be very distracting, 
and social media  can be very toxic.” 

Social media is important 
in many teenagers’ lives, and 
nobody wants to take that away 
from them, least of all Mrs. Pisani. 

She just wants to make 
KO more positive and to help 
with the overall atmosphere. 

“This is supposed to be a 
positive place. It’s a fun institu-
tion, so we want to capture that 
energy online and not have it 
devolve into this ugly smear of 
mean things,” said Mrs. Pisani.

When you have something 
that’s such a large part of teen-
agers’ lives, regulations on that 
are bound to cause quite a bit 
of  controversy, and they have. 

Mrs .  Pisani  sa id  she 
hopes that with the video that 
was sent out to clarify  expecta-
tions for students about social 
media that KO will have less 
negativity in its online presence. 



Congratulations
Madi!

Thanks for being my 
best friend through it 
all. I can’t wait to see 
what great things are 
waiting for you in life!

Love, Emma



Congratulations Ayla!!!

We are so proud of you and wish you 
success and happiness at UVM!!

We love you!!

Congratulations, Dan!

We’re so proud of you!

You certainly figured it out! 
 
Love, Mom, Dad, Jack, & 
Molly



You rose to every challenge, 
Amanda, and we couldn’t 
be more proud of you.  We’ll 
miss these days but also can’t 
wait to see what you do next!

Congratulations to you and 
the KO Class of 2019!

Love, 
Mom, Dad and Tim

Congratulations Taline
and the Class of 2019

“Be the light that helps others see.” 
                                    -Anonymous

Continue to shine in all you do!

We love you,

Mom, Dad, Krikor & Melani

So Proud of You!
Happy Graduation!

Love,
Mom, Dad, Sally, Peter & Canto



Congratulations Seniors!

Amherst College
Arizona State University
The University of Arizona
Arkansas State University
Babson College
Baldwin Wallace University
Bard College
Bates College
Bentley University
Binghamton University
Boston College
Boston Conservatory at Berklee
Boston University
Bowdoin College
Brandeis University
Brown University
Bryant University
Bucknell University
Butler University (College of Liberal Arts & Sciences)
University of California, Davis
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Merced
University of California, Riverside
University of California, San Diego
University of California, San Francisco
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of California, Santa Cruz
Carleton College
Case Western Reserve University
Central Connecticut State University
University of Central Florida
Chapman University
College of Charleston
Clark University
Clemson University
Cleveland Institute of Music
Colby College
University of Colorado at Boulder
Colorado State University
Connecticut College
University of Connecticut
Cornell University (College of Engineering)
Dartmouth College
University of Delaware
Denison University
University of Denver
DePaul University
Dickinson College
Drew University
Drexel University
Eastern Connecticut State University
Emerson College
Endicott College
Fairfield University
Fordham University
Franklin & Marshall College
Gettysburg College
Goucher College
Hamilton College - NY
University of Hartford
Harvey Mudd College
High Point University
Hobart and William Smith Colleges
College of the Holy Cross
Howard University
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Ithaca College
James Madison University
Johns Hopkins University
Kenyon College
Lafayette College
Lake Forest College
Loyola University Maryland
Macalester College
University of Maine
Marist College
University of Mary Washington

University of Maryland, Baltimore County
Marymount Manhattan College
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
University of Massachusetts, Amherst
University of Massachusetts, Lowell
Merrimack College
Miami University, Oxford
University of Miami
University of Michigan (Literature, Science, & the Art)
Middlebury College
Montclair State University
Mount Holyoke College
Nebraska Wesleyan University
New England Conservatory of Music
University of New Hampshire at Durham
University of New Haven
New York University
Northeastern University
Northwestern University
Oberlin College of Arts and Sciences
Oregon State University
Pace University, New York City
Pennsylvania State University
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
Princeton University
Providence College
Purdue University
Quinnipiac University
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
University of Rhode Island
University of Richmond
Rochester Institute of Technology
University of Rochester
Roger Williams University
Rutgers University-New Brunswick
Saint Michael’s College
Salve Regina University
San Diego State University
University of San Francisco
Sarah Lawrence College
The University of Scranton
Skidmore College
University of South Carolina
University of South Florida, Tampa
Southern Connecticut State University
Spelman College
St. Lawrence University
Stonehill College
Stony Brook University
Syracuse University
The University of Tampa
Temple University
The New School - All Divisions
The Ohio State University
Trinity College
Tufts University
Tulane University
Union College (New York)
University of Utah
Vanderbilt University
Vassar College
University of Vermont
Villanova University
Wake Forest University
Washington University in St. Louis
University of Washington
Wellesley College
Wentworth Institute of Technology
Wesleyan University
Western Connecticut State University
Wheaton College MA
College of William & Mary
University of Wisconsin, Madison
Worcester Polytechnic Institute

College Acceptances for the Class of 2019:
*Schools in bold indicate matriculation
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Continued on page 25.

Seymour, Joseph win top senior awards

Continued on page 25.

Seniors Mia Seymour 
and Coltrane Joseph won the 
school’s top citizenship awards 
at Tuesday’s Prize Assembly. 

Mia won The Gold Seal, 
the highest citizenship award the 
school can bestow, given to a girl 
in the Sixth Form for outstanding 
qualities of character. Coltrane 
won The Primus Medal, presented 
by Edith Greenough Lewis and 
the highest citizenship award 
the school can bestow, given to 
that boy in the Sixth Form who 
has contributed most during the 
past year to the life of the school. 

Aw a r d s  r e c e i v e d  b y 
other students are as follows:

The Brandeis University 
Book Award for social action and 
civic engagement is given to a 
member of the Fifth Form who has 
demonstrated academic excellent 
and a commitment to community 
service – Jacqueline Ouellette.

The Brown University Asso-
ciated Alumni Award is given to 
that member of the Fifth Form 
who combines a high degree 
of ability in English expres-
sion with outstanding personal 
qualities – Jaden DiMauro.

The Dartmouth Club Book 
Award is given to a member of 
the Fifth Form in recognition 
of outstanding academic and 
leadership qualities, coupled 
with imagination, concern for 
others, and loyalty to school, 
family and friends – Molly Jones.

The Harvard Club of 
Northern Connecticut Prize 
is given to that member of 
the Fifth Form who combines 
excellence in scholarship with 
significant achievement in other 
fields – Matthew Marottolo.

The Mt. Holyoke Club Book 
Award is given to a member of 
the Fifth Form who has produced 
an outstanding academic record 
while exhibiting qualities of lead-
ership and service in the school 
community – Esha Kataria.

The University of Penn-
sylvania Book Award is given 
to a member of the Fifth Form 
who has demonstrated academic 
excellence and innovative 
involvement in extracurric-
ular activities – Ethan Pinkes.

The St. Lawrence University 
Book Award is given to a member 
of Form 5 who has displayed a 
significant commitment to commu-
nity service – Alyssa Pilecki.

The Smith College Book 
Award is given to a woman 
member of the Fifth Form in 
recognition of academic distinc-
tion. This excellence may be 
for outstanding achievement in 
English and/or distinction in the 
liberal arts and/or special perfor-
mance in fine arts – Remy McCoy.

Trinity Club of Hartford 
Prize is given to a member of 
the Fifth Form who has devel-
oped and practiced a true 
interest in the principles of good 
government – Kush Kataria.

The Wellesley Club of Hart-
ford Prize is given to a woman 
member of the Fifth Form who 
has demonstrated intellectual 
curiosity and excellence in schol-

arship and who exemplifies the 
Wellesley motto, “non ministrari, 
sed ministrare” (not to be served, 
but to serve”) – Alma Clark.

The Yale Club of Hartford 
Prize is given to a member of the 
Fifth Form in recognition of scho-
lastic achievement, leadership, 
effective teamwork and organiza-
tional abilities – Spencer Schaller.

The Williams Memorial 
Prize for Mathematics, given 
in memory of W. O. Williams 
and in the name of F.I. Catlin 
’43 and R.J. Catlin ’43, is given 
for excellence in mathematics 
to a student in the Upper School 
– Kevin Wan and Rita Zhao.

The Critchfield Prize for 
Science is given by Horace 
E. Rockwell ’39 in memory 
of his classmate, Thomas R. 
Critchfield, to the student 
who has performed outstand-
ingly in science – Janvi Sikand.

The Rensselaer Prize is 
presented by Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute to the Fifth 
Form student most compe-
ten t  in  ma themat i c s  and 
science – Nicholas Traver.

The Goodman Banks English 
Prize is given to a student in the 
Upper School for excellence in the 
field of English – Alison Meizels.

The Terwilliger Prize, 
given in the name of R.C. Terwil-
liger ’33, is given to a student in 
the Upper School for excellence 
in English prose – Erin Bowen. 

The Brendan Gill ’32 
Writer of Promise Award, in 
memory of the renowned writer 
and essayist, Brendan C. Gill 
’32, is given by the Gill family 
to the Upper School student who 
has shown the most interest and 
promise in developing his or 
her writing craft – Esha Kataria.

The Herman Paul Kopple-
mann Award  is given in honor 
of Mr. Kopplemann who served 
five terms in Congress promoting 
social policy issues and was 
driven by a fundamental belief 
that politics is the proper avenue 
to promote the general welfare. 
The award goes to that member 
of the newspaper staff who has 
outstanding promise in the art of 
communication. – Benjamin Small.

The Stewart Prize for Public 
Speaking is given by P.R. Stewart 
’32 to a student in the Upper 
School who is judged to be the best 
public speaker – Daniel Carroll.

The Googins Award for 
Distinguished Service in Forensic 
Union is named after KO faculty 
member and Forensic Union 
founder, Robert Googins who 
served Kingswood Oxford for 
over four decades as a teacher, 
coach and advisor. In his memory, 
it is awarded to a member of the 
Sixth Form who has excelled in 
formal debate and who, like Mr. 
Googins, has served the Forensic 
Union with particular loyalty, 
enthusiasm, and dedication. 
 – Thomas Betts and Elise Gendrich.

T h e  C o n k l i n  P r i z e , 
endowed in honor of Mr. and Mrs. 
William P. Conklin, is given to a 
student for excellence in United 
States history – Juliana Kulak.

The William Ainsworth 
Greene Memorial Prize, given 
by his three sons, is given to that 
member of the Fifth or Sixth 
Form who has shown the greatest 
interest in international and 
current affairs – Rabhi Chughtai.

The Abraham Kopplemann 
Prize, endowed by Mr. Kopple-
mann, is given to that student 
who has demonstrated interest 
in and awareness of the funda-
mental principles of democratic 
government – Charles Coxon 
and Emma Kate Johansen.

The Wyper Prize, endowed 
in the name of James Wyper Jr. 
’36 and John Wyper ’38, is given 
to an Upper School student for 
excellence in Latin – Amy Mistri.

The Bissell Prize, endowed 
by Mr. Richard M. Bissell, Jr., is 
given to a student in the Upper 
School who has excelled in the 
study of French – Mia Seymour.

The Ernest  W. Smith 
Prize for Spanish, endowed by 
Ernest W. Smith, Jr., is given to 
a student in the Upper School 
who has excelled in the study 
of Spanish – Elise Gendrich.

The Chinese Language and 
Culture Prize is given to the Upper 
School student who, during his or 
her time at Kingswood Oxford, 
has excelled in the study of 
Chinese, both by demonstrating 
academic strength in the Chinese 
language and by embracing 
the culture of China – Jason 
Meizels and Benjamin Small. 

The Mixed Chorus Award 
is given to a student in the Upper 
School for outstanding service to 
the Mixed Chorus – Eryk Jones.

The Kingswood Oxford 
Band Award presented to the 
instrumentalist who has demon-
strated outstanding musicianship, 
leadership, and dependability as 
a member of the concert band or 
wind ensemble – Charlotte Cyr.

The Louis Armstrong Jazz 
Award is presented to the instru-
mentalist who has demonstrated 
outstanding musicianship, leader-
ship and dependability as a member 
of the jazz band – Calvin Beck.

The  Nat ional  School 
Orchestra Award, given to a 
student for outstanding dedication, 
service and musical contributions 
to the orchestra – Jonathan Fu.

The Music  Award i s 
given to a boy in the Upper 
School for his outstanding 
musical ability – Charles Coxon.

The Jane Hamilton Fisk 
Award is given to a girl in the Upper 
School for her outstanding ability 
or interest in music or musical 
organizations – Isabelle Raymond. 

The  Ed i th  and  Sau l 
Shulansky Performing Arts 
Award is given to that member 
of the Fifth Form judged to be 
the most accomplished performer 
by the arts faculty – Matthew 
Marottolo and Remy McCoy.

The William A. Greene 
Memorial Prize for Dramatics 
is given to that student in the 
Sixth Form who has contributed 
most to the Dramatic Society – 
Charles Coxon and Olivia Coxon.

The Technical Theater 

Award is given to a member of the 
graduating class who has demon-
strated talent, dedication, and a 
thirst for knowledge in the support 
of the performing arts – Jason 
Meizels and Benjamin Small.

The Eli Udolf Art Award is 
given by Mr. and Mrs. Leonard 
Udolf in memory of his father, 
Mr. Eli Udolf, to that student 
in the Sixth Form whose port-
folio of work demonstrates 
creativity approaching profes-
sional caliber – Erin Bowen.

The C. Francis Beatty, 
Jr.  Photography Award is 
given to a student for excel-
lence in photography during 
the current school year – Alison 
Meizels and Taline Norsigian.

The Robert A. Lazear Award 
is given to a senior girl who by 
her example and dedication has 
contributed the most to Kingswood 
Oxford athletics – Charlotte Cyr.

The William R. MacDonald 
Prize is given by the Class of 
1962 in honor of William R. 
MacDonald, faculty member from 
1931 to 1962, and is awarded to 
that member of the graduating 
class who has proved himself an 
outstanding athlete and who best 
exemplifies diligence in prac-
tice, sportsmanship, and spirit of 
competition – Kyren Petteway.

The Senior Award is awarded 
to a three-sport athlete who 
demonstrated a positive attitude, 
outstanding sportsmanship and 
dedication to team effort – Thomas 
Betts, Jane Dunbar, and Eryk Jones.

The Andrew Blodgett Award 
is given in memory of Andrew 
Blodgett III of the Class of 1958 
to the student in the Fourth Form 
who possesses qualities of help-
fulness, friendliness and good 
citizenship – Emma Henry.

The Aanon J. Ahl Award 
is given in memory of Aanon J. 
Ahl, Class of 1993, to a member 
of Form 4 whose enthusiasm, 
curiosity and passion for learning 
inspired his or her classmates and 
teachers – Matthew Bzowyckyj.

The Graham Anthony, 
Jr. Prize is given in memory 
of Graham Anthony, Jr. ’39, to 
the outstanding student in the 
Fourth Form – Sydney Smith.

The Class of 1988 Award, 
endowed by that class in their Third 
Form year, is given to that student 
of the Third Form who possesses 
qualities of friendliness, helpful-
ness, and good citizenship – Caro-
line Dawson and Olivia Reynolds.

The First Year Award is 
given by Mr. Nathaniel Saltonsall 
II to that Upper School student 
who, during the first full year at 
Kingswood Oxford, has shown 
strong academic achievement 
and has displayed responsibility, 
maturity, cooperation and loyalty 
– Sadie Margolis and Sidney Taffe.

The Jeffrey Bittner Prize is 
given in memory of Jeffrey Bittner 
’92 by Middlebury College, where 
he was a member of the Class of 
1996, to an exceptional student in 
the sophomore class who possess 
a strong sense of self, determina-
tion and selflessness – Olivia Pear. 

The Gretchen Bauver Award 

is given in honor of Gretchen 
Bauver, math teacher at King-
swood Oxford from 1972 to 1992, 
to the eighth-grade student who has 
shown the most growth in the field 
of math – Lucia Martinez-Castro.

The Arlene Lipton Award 
is given in memory of Arlene 
Lipton by her husband Michael, 
son Jonathan ’88 and daughter 
Suzanne ’93, is awarded to a 
student entering Form 3 from Form 
2  whose service to others in the 
Kingswood Oxford community 
and beyond to the larger commu-
nity, exemplifies Mrs. Lipton’s 
extraordinary legacy of service. 
– Elias Brandt and Aline Vaughn 

The Anounshjka Mead 
Writing Award is given to that 
student who has contributed 
most to the literary life of the 
Middle School – Madison Oh.

The Middle School Achieve-
ment Award is given to that 
student who has demonstrated 
the most personal and academic 
growth during his or her Middle 
School career – Jack Gold.

The Annual Alumni Char-
acter Awards are given by the 
Kingswood Oxford Alumni 
Association to a girl and boy in 
the Second Form for their lead-
ership, maturity, citizenship and 
concern for the welfare of the 
school – Jacob Joseph, Hannah 
Krause, and Sattah Phouthakoun.

The First Year Award is given 
to a Middle School student who in 
his or her first year at Kingswood 
Oxford has shown strong academic 
achievement and has displayed 
responsibility, maturity, coopera-
tion and loyalty – Maggie Dwyer.

The Richard C. Buckley 
Award is given in memory of 
Richard C. Buckley, Class of 1980, 
to the senior who possess qualities 
of loyalty, good humor, courage and 
the ability to accept both success 
and defeat gracefully – Michael 
Aronson and Madison Henry.

The Robert A. Falk Prize, 
given in memory of Robert 
Falk ’80, is awarded to the 
Sixth Form student who has 
excelled in journalism and has 
been an active participant in 
the competitive sports program 
at the school – Lian Wolman.

The Nelson P. Farquhar 
Award, presented by the commu-
nity government, is given that 
that member of the Sixth Form 
who has given outstanding 
service to the community – Elise 
Gendrich and Claudia Petrie.

The Class of 1958 Prize, 
given in memory of Richard B. 
Bulkeley III, is given to that member 
of the Sixth Form who possesses 
qualities of modesty, reliability, 
and integrity – Benjamin Small.

The Merritt Prize, estab-
lished by Mr. Joseph Merritt in 
the names of Robert P. Merritt 
’29 and Philip J. Merritt ’33, 
is given to that member of the 
Sixth Form who best exempli-
fies the results of the Kingswood 
Oxford education – Samuel Mazo.
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Track and field excels, notching third, fifth 
place in New England Championship

K i n g s w o o d  O x f o r d 
track and field sported a mixed 
season,  with one decisive 
win and a number of losses. 

To improve performance 
and ensure consistency, coaches 
and captains outlined a number 
of goals they hoped to see the 
runners and throwers achieve. 

With a resounding victory 
of 94-47 for the boys and 90-43 
for the girls against Greens 
Farms Academy on April 10, KO 
opened the season auspiciously. 
However, they faltered against 
their next several opponents. 

With the exception of 
the girls tying with Wilbraham 
and Monson on April 6, the 
Wyverns lost to Suffield, Taft, 
and Williston in successive 
meets. Middling results continued 
with the Founders League 
Championship at Hotchkiss. 

The boys team finished 
fourth with 59 points and 
t h e  g i r l s  t e a m  f i n i s h e d 
fifth with 40 points.  

On May 15, KO competed 
at the JV Founders League Cham-
pionship at Trinity-Pawling. “No 
scores are tallied,” Head Coach 
Tricia Watson said, who explained 
that the meet is more about learning 
and fostering a “positive tone.” 

The final competition of 
the season, the New England 
Division III NEPSTA Champi-
onship, took place on May 18 
at St. George’s School and saw 
the team end on a high note.

 The boys team finished 
with 63 points, nabbing a third 
place win out of 21 schools, while 
the girls scored 32 points, taking 
home fifth place out of 20 schools. 

Sen io r  Cap ta in  E r in 
Bowen had  th i s  season’s 
best long jump of 14’11.75. 

In the 4 x 100 meter relay, 
senior Sydni Jett, junior Sidney 
Taffe, sophomore Cici Chagnon, 
and sophomore Rinese Ster-
ling placed fifth in their event. 

I n  t h e  4 0 0  m e t e r , 
freshman Olivia Reynolds 
placed seventh, running this 
season’s best time of 64.66. 

The lady Wyverns placed 
second in the 4 x 400 relay, marking 
a strong finish and performance. 

The boys worked hard 
as well. In the 4 x 400 relay 
junior Ethan Pinkes ran his best 
time and helped the Wyverns 
p lace  th i rd  in  the  event . 

Junior Jaden Lovelace leaped 
his second best distance of 17’ 

10.25” in the Long Jump, placing 
15th. In the discus, senior Ellis 
Winfree earned second place with 
his astounding throw of 138’ 9.” 

In the 100 meter, freshman 
Jeffrey Davis and senior Broox 
Bolden made KO history, placing 
second and third respectively, the 
highest combination of finishes 
the boys team has had in 20 years. 

The boys ended their season 
with a record of 10-6, while the 
girls finished strong with 10-6-1. 

H o w e v e r ,  p h y s i c a l 
ailments afflicted several team 
members  and  cont r ibu ted 
to some of the team’s woes. 

Valuable distance runners 
such as junior Will Burstein 
and freshman Kevin Graziosi 
suffered from shin splints 
and various knee problems. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s e n i o r 
Captain Thomas Betts suffered 
a skateboarding injury that 
undermined his capabilities. 

Bowen never fully recuper-

ated from leg complications as 
well, which affected her outcomes. 

Although the KO trainers 
attend to various physical bruises 
and beatings the athletes bear, it 
remains up to the team to stitch up 
open and bleeding mental wounds. 
Coaches and captains cited focus, 
determination, individual devel-
opment, and team camaraderie as 
goals to ameliorate the Wyvern’s 
recent lackluster results and to 
improve the team for next year.

by Samuel Merkatz ’23

The track and field team sprints in the relay. Photo courtesy of David Newman.

Assistant Coach David Baker 
maintained a long list of team goals 
even before the start of the season. 
“Steady progress and improve-
ment throughout the season for 
all athletes along with becoming 
more confident and respectful in 
all that we do,” Coach Baker said. 

His other objectives included 
overall development of members. 
He said he hoped that each week 
athletes learned a new thing about 
themselves and about the sport. 

By the final meets of the 
season, he wanted athletes to 
have tried at least four new events 
while striving for both varsity 
and JV squads to reach their 
peaks. Most importantly, Coach 
Baker said he aimed for the team 
“to build a cohesive co-ed team 
that models sportsmanship all 
the while building friendships.” 
Coach Watson offered her view. 
“I wanted for a lot of people to try 
new events and really be outside 
of their comfort zone,” she said.

Senior Captain Coltrane 
Joseph also called for greater atten-
tion in order to get the team to the 
next level. “Focus, there seems to 
be a lack of focus to be honest,” 
he said. “People need to hone in 
more, get more in the game.” He 
said he believes focus is required 
for a good warm up, which is key 
for competing at an optimal level. 

Betts agreed with this 
theme. “Focus is an impor-
tant asset to have, and I think it 
gives a real competitive edge,” 
he said. Related to this idea was 
the concept of mental toughness, 
which Betts believes is the key to 
winning races. “If you lose your 
mental toughness, you lose the 
race,” he said, “only those with 
a disciplined mind can succeed.”

Development of junior 
varsity athletes figures impor-
tantly into these goals. Joseph 
wants to inspire younger students 
and advises them to continue 
working hard. “I want all the 
freshmen to be captains by the 
time they’re seniors,” he said. 

Coach Baker has a similar 
stance, hoping to develop the team 
roster in the sophomore and junior 
classes. “There also have been 
some up and coming key runners 
and athletes like Ethan Pinkes who 
runs the 1500, 800, 4 x 400 and Cici 
Chagnon who does long jump who 
have broken through to a new level 
this season,” Coach Baker said. “I 
expect from these athletes a high 
level of performance next year.”

Bowen, though injured, 
said she still wanted to help 

“Track and 
Field provides 
an opportunity 
to be a part of 
a team all the 
while developing 
a stronger core, 
better stamina 
and agility.”

–Coach Baker

the up and coming runners by 
supporting them when her own 
skills could not. “I guess I now 
want to be there emotionally for 
my team if I can’t really compete 
at my highest level,” she said. 

Coach Baker also recom-
mends that students who have 
never tried track and field consider 
joining the team. “Track and 
Field provides an opportunity to 
be a part of a team all the while 
developing a stronger core, better 
stamina and agility,” he said. 

Though the season has 
come to a close, track and field 
athletes still have a long way to 
go. With both coach and player 
goals in mind, they anticipate 
returning with more determination, 
strength, and speed next season. 

Continued from page 24

Prize Assembly honors students
The Fortiter Prize, founded 

by Mr. Francis Goodwin Smith in 
the names of three sons, all gradu-
ates of the school, is presented to 
that member of the Sixth Form 
who has developed and displayed 
the qualities of courage and 
perseverance – Jason Meizels.

The Turhan Michael Ergin 
Award is given to that member of 
the Senior Class who combines 
an enthusiasm for athletics and 
the performing arts or visual arts 
with a sincere love of people and a 
friendly, outgoing nature – Ananya 
Alleyne and Isabelle Raymond.

The Tyler C. Tingley Award 
is given to that member of the 
Senior Class who, in addition 

to excelling in academics, has, 
by dint of his or her selfless-
ness and dedication, embodied 
the Kingswood Oxford goal of 
“caring beyond self” and has 
helped other members of the 
community to flourish and grow 
– Alison Meizels and Amy Mistri.

The Stewart Lindsay Jr. 
Award is awarded to a student in 
the Upper School who demon-
strates the same qualities of schol-
arship, leadership, and thoughtful-
ness that Mr. Lindsay embodies 
during his career at Kingswood 
Oxford as a teacher, coach and 
administrator – Olivia Coxon.

The Katherine Long Day 
Award is given in memory of 
Katherine Long Day ’28 to that 
girl in the Fifth Form who, in the 

judgment of the Head of School 
and Faculty, has displayed excep-
tional qualities of character and 
integrity – Juanita Asapokhai.

The Jonathan Downs 
Prize, endowed by the friends of 
Jonathan Downs, is given to the 
boy of the Fifth Form who has 
contributed most to the class in 
helpfulness, good fellowship, 
and humor – Elan Stadelmann.

The Dux Prize is awarded 
to the student in the senior class 
with the highest academic average 
for the year – Benjamin Small. 

The Robert B. Swain III 
Memorial Award honors that 
continuing teacher in his or her 
first five years of teaching overall, 
who best exemplifies Bobby 
Swain’s outstanding attributes as 

a student and teacher: a serious, 
self-disciplined approach to 
learning and a sense of human– a 
combination that enabled him to 
inspire in others a spirit of coop-
eration which made scholarly 
disciplines a pursuit both joyous 
and rewarding – Michelle Schloss.  

The Charles W. Collins 
Award is presented to a K-O 
faculty member for excellence 
in teaching – Tracy Deeter.  

The Joseph and Jo-anne 
Alissi Coaching Award honors that 
returning coach who best exempli-
fies Joeseph and Jo-anne Alissi’s 
outstanding contributions to 
Kingswood Oxford: Joseph, who 
spent 48 years as  a teacher, coach, 
athletic director and cherished 
friend, and Jo-anne, who spent 22 

years in the athletic department 
as a coach and assistant athletic 
director. Joseph was a Springfield 
College and National Hall-Of-
Fame wrestler and official and 
was awarded the Founders League 
Swan Award in 2002 recognizing 
him for his outstanding work in 
developing  leadership and charcter 
in his students. The Jo-anne Alissi 
Field Hockey Award was created 
in Jo-anne’s honor to be given to 
the player who best embodies her 
selfless spirit and enthusiasm that 
she shows. The award honors that 
returning coach who best exempli-
fies  Joseph and Jo-anne’s sports-
manship, professionalism, enthu-
siasm, dedication and positive 
impact they had on every athlete 
and student. – Steve Cannata 
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Boys baseball swings to victory
By Keegan McMahon ’21

Batter up! The varsity 
baseball team has swung into 
another season filled with 
several learning curves and wins.

 The team is led by seniors 
Eryk Jones, Jack Johnson, Josh 
Leshem, Evan Moore, Aidan 
Shea, and Connor Patenaude 
and Head Coach Steve Cannata.

A s  t h e  t e a m  c l o s e s 
their spring season, they have 
a s trong record of  7-9-4.  

On April 17, the Wyverns 
took the field against Avon 
Old Farms and played a hard-
fought game, ultimately ending 
the game with a 4-1 loss. 

The starting pitcher, Moore, 
had another great performance on 
the mound even though the team 
came up with a loss. Moore pitched 
six innings, struck out nine Avon 
Old Farms players, and only gave 

up five hits and two runs in total.  
The Winged Beavers 

swung to an early 2-0 lead in 
the first two innings. Unfortu-
nately, this proved sufficient as 
the Beavers pitchers kept the 
Wyverns to only one run all game.  

The sixth inning brought 
another run for Avon Old Farms, 
but when the Wyverns were up to 
bat they responded with a run of 
their own.  Through a tough fought 
game, the Wyvern offense showed 
improvement with their hitting, as 
sophomore Sam Smith had two hits.

On Saturday, May 18, the 
Wyverns took on Loomis-Chaffee. 
KO battled hard, fighting to score 
three runs.  Moore pitched a strong 
game, throwing multiple strike 
outs and making scoring hard. 

Sadly, they couldn’t pull out 
the win. The Wyverns lost 9-3.

The  t eam has  f aced 
multiple opponents this year, 

but a standout win came at the 
end of the year when faced with 
Westminster for their Senior 
Day on Wednesday, May 16. 

Although being down for 
the first couple of innings, the 
Wyverns responded with great 
hits landing in just the right 
places all along the field. The 
Wyverns completed the game 
with 10 runs, resulting in a 10-6 
win. They said farewell to a large 
portion of their team, six seniors. 

The team’s record does 
not reflect how hard they worked 
this season and the flexibility 
of the team as a whole. “I am 
really proud of how the team 
worked together through the rain 
and bad weather,” Smith said. 

The weather acted as a 
constant problem for the base-
ball team as their field and their 
opponents’ fields were constantly 
flooded. “The hard part of the 

season was not being able to use 
the field or only being able to use 
half of the field,” Coach Cannata  
said. The Wyverns had nine of their 
games rescheduled or canceled 
due to poor field conditions. 

The Wyverns overcame this 
by only working with half of the 
field some days.  “We work as hard 
as we can when the field allows us 
to,” sophomore Mike DeMio said. 
The baseball team focused on their 
defensive aspects by running drills 
with infielders as well as hitting 
pop flies to the strong outfielders.  

This year, the baseball 
team has focused on the team’s 
offense, with the coaches assuring 
every player an equal amount 
of time in the batting cage.   

The Wyverns’ goal for the 
season was to finish in the top 
four of their league.  Fortunately, 
not accomplishing this goal did 
not break the boys’ spirits. The 

baseball team is focused on next 
year and making the playoffs 
which will be a cool new addi-
tion to the league they play in. 

DeMio said he wants to 
make those around him better 
players. “I want to give all 
my effort on the field, causing 
everyone else to work harder and 
have a great attitude whenever 
they take the field,” DeMio said . 

The baseball team looks 
forward to developing and 
bringing all of their strengths 
onto  the  f ie ld  next  year. 

“Our strength is in the depth 
of our pitching, which has allowed 
us to play a lot of games in a short 
amount of time and not having to 
worry about our pitchers having 
sore arms,” Coach Cannata said.

DeMio included that a key 
strength of the team is their ability 
to field the ball and having flex-
ibility to play other positions.  

Softball ends a hard- 
fought season strong
by Cohl D’Addaboo ’21

After a stretch of away 
games, girls varsity softball comes 
away with two wins and only a 
few losses after a rough beginning 
to the 2019 spring season. The 
team has some younger players 
but was ready for the season with 
many returning varsity players.

So far, the team has played 
in 18 games this season, pulling 
out five wins and a tie. The team 
didn’t have many returning 
juniors or seniors to help guide 
the team, so they went through 
a brief period of rebuilding. 

“I think that every player 
contributes equally to the team,” 
sophomore  shor t s top  Ava 
Radmanovich said, “but I would 
say that our catcher, freshman 
Lexi Vail, is an important asset 
since she has a lot of experi-
ence and is a strong hitter.” 

P r o g r e s s i n g  t h r o u g h 
the season, the team has been 
improving slowly in their 
performance and how they are 
handling the upcoming games 
nearing the end of the season. 

Practices for the team 
often included all the important 
assets of the game and things 
that Head Coach Jason Bradley 
said he thinks the team should 
work on for the upcoming games. 

“Every practice we always 
will have a hitting drill and then 
an infield/outfield drill,” Radma-
novich said. “Occasionally we will 
face live-pitching from our pitcher 
and practice base running to prepare 
for games.” The rest of the season 
only included two more games 
when the Wyverns faced Loomis 
Chaffee and Suffield Academy. 

Radmanovich said the team 
was confident in their ability to 
win and finish the season strong. 
“We play Suffield Academy for our 
Senior Day game on Wednesday, 
which was a close game that 
ended in a loss last year. We also 
play Loomis for our last game 
which I’m confident about since 
we have beat them in the past.” 

The Suffield Academy 
game on Senior Day was a 
tough loss but the Wyverns 
kept their spirits up, celebrating 
their three seniors.  Unfortu-
nately, their last game against 
Loomis Chaffee was cancelled 
due to poor field conditions.  

The team’s motto is “next 
pitch, next play.” Coach Bradley 
wants the team to keep a positive 
mindset throughout the games. 
Not focusing on mistakes and 
instead focusing on the positive 
helps the team succeed and will 
keep varsity softball a competitive 
team for many seasons to come. 

Boys varsity tennis strikes down 
strong and challenging opponent 
by Conor Caneday ’21

As the spring season comes to 
an end, the boys varsity tennis team 
played one of their best and most 
thrilling seasons yet. The Wyverns 
have had many ups and downs. 
There were blow- out victories 
and there were devastating losses. 

“We played an amazing 
season overall,” Head Coach 
Andrew Krugman said. “Even 
with battling illness and injury, 
we finished second in our league.”

The Wyverns most recent 
game was against Salisbury. The 
Wyverns played a final game, 
ultimately pulling out the win 
4-3. “We played some of our 
best tennis that game,” sopho-
more Adam Na said, “Even when 
it came down to the wire, we 
continued to play our hardest.” 

The Wyverns started out the 
game rough. They were going into 
a match against one of their best 
opponents, Salsibury, and on top of 
that without their number three and 
number five playing in the match. 

The Wyverns lost the double 
matches., meaning that the team 
had to win four of the next six 
singles matches. “We knew Salis-
bury was good; they were 11-1,” 
freshman Teddy Keegan said, 
“but we had to play smart, and we 
couldn’t get into our own heads.”

And the Wyverns ended 
up doing just that, winning their 
four matches to secure them the 
victory. To do this, the Wyverns 
played their best game all season. 
To start off, freshman Max-
William Kanz won his match. 

He was playing at the 
number two spot. He ended up 
winning against one of Salisbury’s 
best players as a freshman. His 
determination and love for the 
game has given him a high skill 
level that is almost impossible 
to beat no matter what the age. 

Next, there was Keegan and 
Na. To start off, Keegan was playing 
up at the number three spot due to 
a sick teammate. The challenge 
didn’t stop him though, as he too 

won his match. His opponent 
couldn’t keep up and Keegan’s 
skill propelled him to victory. 
Na, on the other hand, didn’t 
have an easy match. Na ended up 
losing the first game. Instead of 
giving up and losing, he stuck to 
his fundamentals and had great 
persistence. Na went on the win 
the next two games and the match.

Finally, with the match all 
tied up, it came down to sopho-
more Jaden Weinstein. Weinstein 
has been a fighter all season. 
Whether it was battling his oppo-
nents, injury or sickness, he 
continued to fight. This earned him 
the number six spot for the match. 

“At the time, I didn’t know 
I was the tiebreaker,” Wein-
stein said, “but once I saw both 
teams watching and cheering, I 
knew my match was important.” 

Weins te in  d idn’t  ge t 
nervous; he just kept on fighting. 
“He played some of his best tennis 
all year,” Coach Krugman said. 
It ended up coming down to a 
tough and long super tie breaker, 

Weinstein lost the first game 4-6 
but came back to win the second 
6-4. With everything coming 
down to him, Weinstein played 
his heart out. It was first to 10, and 
Weinstein crushed his opponent 
10-6, ultimately winning him the 
game and the match for his team. 

With the closing of the 
spring season, the Wyverns look 
to prepare for next year. “I am 
so proud of the work they have 
done,” Coach Krugman said. “We 
look to build on this next year. 

The Wyverns are also 
losing some of their  best 
players: seniors Adam Sontag 
and senior Luke Reimann. 

Both  p layers  were  a 
part of the class A title win 
and were four year starters for 
the tennis team and constant 
contributors to Wyvern wins. 

“As we lose some of our best 
players,” Coach Krugman said, 
“we hope our players will grow 
and improve in the offseason and 
that the new players will fit nicely 
into this already great team.”Dunnirvirne ’23 winds up to throw a piercing strike. Photo by David Newman.

Senior captain Luke Riemann returns a  hard serve. Photo by David Newman.



24 Friday
May 24, 2019 News News/Sports 2526 Friday
May 24, 2019 Sports Sports 2724 Friday
May 24, 2019 News News/Sports 2526 Friday
May 24, 2019 Sports Sports 27

You might have seen her 
serving aces on the tennis court or 
smashing volleys at the net. The 
player of the month for girls varsity 
tennis in seventh grader Kay Chin. 
She plays number one singles and 
doubles for the team. This was her 
first year on the team and at KO. 
She has been playing tennis since 
she was 5 and also plays outside 
of KO. She has won a record 
number of wins considering she 
is so young. Head Coach Ronald 
Garcia said that she is a great 
competitor and brings great enthu-
siasm and youthful energy to the 
team. “I think that she is a worthy 
successor within our great tradi-
tion of outstanding number one 
players at the Kingswood Oxford 
School,” Coach Garcia said.

Chin loves being on the KO 
team and said that the team is really 
great and supportive. She enjoys 
being the youngest on the team and 
learning from the older players. 
“I like KO because I like how 
everyone accepts you and treats 
you like their own even though 
you may be new,” Chin said. 

Coach Garcia is very 
pleased with the way Chin has 

been performing. One of Chin’s 
greatest highlights was when 
she destroyed a Choate player at 
number one singles. Coach Garcia 
said that she has strong, consistent 
ground strokes. Chin also won the 
number one singles draw at the 
Coe De Villafranca Tennis Tour-
nament at Kent School, becoming 
the youngest player to ever win 
the top draw at the tournament. 
She defeated Exeter in the semi-
finals and Andover in the finals. 

Chin said that she tries her 
best every match she plays. When 
asked her greatest strength, Chin 
replied that she is good at strat-
egizing on how to make winners. 
She also added that she needs to 
improve on her backhands and 
high balls. Chin is a force to be 
reckoned with on the court and 
keeps on improving day by day. 
Accomplishing so much at such a 
young age is truly incredible, and 
she has a bright future ahead of her.

Being only a seventh grader, 
Chin has a lot of potential. Coach 
Garcia is really optimistic about her 
future and is hoping that she can 
help the girls tennis team return to 
what they do best: winning champi-
onships. It is only the beginning for 
Chin and the KO tennis program.

The boys varsity baseball 
player of the moment is sopho-
more catcher, Sam Smith for 
having an all around great season 
on the field and always being an 
offensive threat in the batter’s box.  

Smith was chosen not only 
for being an all season standout 
player, but for also maintaining 
a great attitude and work ethic. 

Although it is Sam’s second 
year on the varsity team, it is only 
his first catching for the Kingswood 
Oxford baseball team. He did 
not intend to play the position of 
catcher this year, but when asked to 
step in because of an injured player, 
Smith was ready for the challenge. 

“Catching was not Sam’s 
natural position, yet he stepped up 
because of necessity and has really 
blossomed into a great catcher,” 
Head Coach Steve Cannata said. 

With the season coming 
to an end, Smith showcased his 
natural talent for hitting and 
catching every game this year.  
He has had a quite the consistent 
year in the batter’s box, earning a 
batting average of .417.  Smith has 
stepped up his game this year and 
has grown into the role of leadoff 

batter. “I think my hitting this year 
has helped the team and brought 
in quite a few runs,” Smith said.

Smith started baseball at the 
age of two years old when he would 
play with his mom and a plastic 
bat and ball in the yard. Smith’s 
experience with this sport show-
cases his ability to be a strong force 
and powerful leader on the field.   

On April 17, Sam portrayed 
his hitting abilities leading the 
Wyvern offense with two hits. His 
overall batting stats for the year 
include two doubles, one triple, 
two home runs, and eight RBIs. 

Smith is not only a great ball 
player but also a great teammate. 
“His great attitude and energy that 
he brings to practice each days 
makes the other players around him 
want to be better and have a good 
practice,” Coach Cannata said.  

Smith leads by example 
by playing hard and leaving the 
field knowing he put forth all his 
effort. Smith is the type of player 
that is contagious to the others 
around him and greatly influ-
ences the betterment of the team. 

“I try and help out each 
player on the team,” said Smith. 
Coach Cannata elaborated on 
Smith’s role on the team. “The 

type of leader Smith is, is what 
makes him a great player,” he said. 

Smith has also contrib-
uted to creating an inclusive and 
cohesive team where everyone is 
comfortable. He often includes the 
younger kids and strives for agree-
ment and peace within the team 
environment.  “I want everyone 
involved on the team,” Smith said. 

Smith is an all-around 
player, meaning he is able to 
play anywhere on the field 
and succeed. Smith was called 
upon as catcher this year due 
to player injuries and lack of 
interest in playing the position. 

“I think being able to step 
in for our injured catcher has 
helped out my team,” Smith said.  

Smith is already looking 
ahead to the next game and always 
thinking about ways to improve his 
game.  Smith has already stepped 
into a big role on the team and 
from the results of it, say his team-
mates, Smith is going to turn out 
to be quite the player. “I hope next 
year everyone will have developed 
even more as players,” Smith said. 

Smith is excited about next 
year and looks forward to seeing 
how everyone improves over the 
summer, fall, and winter seasons.  

Girls lax finishes strong
On Monday, April 22, the 

girls varsity lacrosse team trav-
eled to Westminster School 
to face a very talented team 
and were unable to come out 
with a victory, losing 18-4. 

“The kids worked really hard 
and played great settled defense,” 
Head Coach Tim Allerton said. He 
commented on how Westminister 
is one of the most talented teams 
that KO faces and how graduating 
seven seniors hurt their chances 
against a very athletic team.

The Wyverns bounced 
back on Wednesday, April 24, as 
they had an astounding 17-9 win 
against The Gunnery School. 
“It was kind of the game we put 
it all together,” Coach Allerton 
said. He praised his team’s all 
around good performance and 
natural flow of the game. Senior 
Co-captain Nicole Genga had a 
breakout game with five goals 
and sophomore Tori Swanson 
had an amazing performance.

KO then traveled to Hamden 
Hall Country Day School where 
they suffered a bitter defeat, with 
a final score of 11-10. “We dug 
ourselves a really deep hole, but 
we came back,” Coach Allerton 
said. In the end, the effort wasn’t 
enough to beat Hamden Hall as 
they consistently won the draw and 
were able to possess the ball for 

the last three minutes of the game. 
Despite the loss, junior goalie 
Amelia Levine had a terrific game.

The girls lacrosse team didn’t 
let that tough loss keep them down, 
as they hosted Marianapolis Prepa-
ratory School on Saturday, May 4, 
where the Wyverns blew away 
the competition, winning 15-4. 

“We simply had better 
athletes,” Coach Allerton said. He 
praised his team’s drive and ability 
to fight hard for the entire game.

They followed up this 
amazing performance with another 
one, outlasting Miss Porter’s on 
Monday, May 6. The Wyverns 
came out on top with a score of 
11-9. After falling behind, the 
Wyverns mounted a comeback. 
“We cleaned stuff up in the second 
half and never looked back,” 
Coach Allerton said. Genga, 
senior Co-captain Mia Seymour, 
freshman Abby McLaughlin, 
and junior Molly Jones helped 
seal the victory for the Wyverns.

On Saturday, May 11, KO 
traveled to Williston Northampton 
School, where they were unable to 
come out with a victory, losing 17-5. 

“I was really happy with 
our effort,” Coach Allerton said. 
“No matter what the score says.” 
He commented on how Williston 
has many players that will go on 
to play lacrosse in college. He 
praised his team’s settled defense 
as they forced Williston to turn the 

ball over when in their set defense.
On Monday, May 13, the 

Wyverns faced Loomis Chaffee 
School where they lost 14-2. 
The next game was against Ethel 
Walker School on Thursday, May 
16, and the Wyverns lost 17-3.

The Ethel Walker game 
was also Senior Day. “Senior 
day was amazing but also 
emotional because it was our last 
ever home game at KO,” senior 
Co-captain Jane Dunbar said. 

She talked about how terrific 
the team chemistry was and how 
everyone enjoyed coming to prac-
tice everyday to make jokes and 
have fun with their teammates. 

“My favori te  par t  of 
the lacrosse team was Mia 
Seymour,”  Dunbar  added.

In the f inal  game of 
the season, the girls lacrosse 
t e a m  t r a v e l e d  t o  K e n t 
School where the Wyverns 
concluded their season 14-7.

Coach  Allerton is very 
proud of the leadership he has 
gotten from his seniors this 
season. “I am most proud of their 
resilience,” Coach Allerton said. 

He commented on how 
the team’s composition this year 
is very different than in years 
prior, but nonetheless the seniors 
have helped the team mini-
mize mistakes on the field all 
the while developing a cohesive 
team composed of hard workers.

Golf hits the green
On April 23, the varsity 

golf team traveled to New Haven 
Country Club to face Hamden 
Hall Country Day School, 
where they were unable to pull 
off the victory, losing 203-215.

On April 24, the Wyverns 
traveled to Taft School to face Kent 
School and Taft School. They lost 
419-451 and 393-451 respectively. 
“This wasn’t our best match,” 
senior Captain James Amenta said. 
“The poor result from that match 
forced us to work harder in practice 
and work on our fundamentals.”

On April 27, the Wyverns 
took down Williston School, 
Berkshire School, and Wilbraham 
& Monson Academy at Wyan-
tenuck Country Club. The 
Wyverns shot a combined score 
of 208 against 210, 223, and 229 
respectively. “After going 0-8 
we finally got some confidence 
after the match against Williston, 
Wilbraham, and Berkshire,” 
Amenta said. “This was definitely 
the turning point of our season.”

On May 1, KO traveled to 
Pomfret School, where they won 
195 to 201. Sophomore Henry 
Krieble and senior Captain Garth 
Swanson played tremendously, 
as Krieble shot one under par 
while Swanson shot two under.

On May 2, the golf team 
faced Avon Old Farms School, 

Suffield Academy, and Loomis 
Chaffee School at Farmington 
Woods Golf Course and then again 
a week later as part of the Coppola 
Cup. The Wyverns placed third.

On May 4, KO faced 
Loomis Chaffee, Choate Rosemary 
Hall, and Williston Northampton 
School at Williston Northampton. 
The Wyverns had a great win, 
shooting a combined score of 
188 opposed to 200, 203, and 
210 respectively. Swanson and 
Krieble both had great matches, 
both shooting one under par.

On Wednesday, May 8, 
KO faced Berkshire School and 
Hotchkiss School at Wyante-
nuck Country Club, winning 
with a combined score of 378 
opposed to 408 and 401. Swanson 
was the only player from KO in 
this match to shoot under par.

On May 11, the Wyverns 
faced Northfield Mount Hermon 
School and Wilbraham & Monson 
school at the Crumpin Fox Club 
where they shot the lowest 
combined score of 402 against 
416 and 437 respectively. Krieble 
finished the day with the best 
score, as he shot two over par.

On May 18, the varsity golf 
team participated in Founder’s, 
shooting 418. This season has 
been very positive for the golf 
team. “It has been a lot of fun,” 
said  Amenta, who will be gradu-
ating this year with Swanson. 

Kay Chin Sam Smith

Players of the 
Moment

by Nick Traver ’20 by Nick Traver ’20

by Kush Kataria ’20              
        and Keegan McMahon ’21

Chin strikes a pose. Photo by Cecilia Wang ’20.
Smith in his stance. Photo by David Newman.
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Boys lacrosse works hard to finish strong 
by Mitchell Autorino ’21

Although the boys varsity 
lacrosse team has a record of 2-10, 
the team has stuck together and 
continued to battle hard as a group.

The Wyverns started the 
season with two losses against 
a couple of very tough oppo-
nents in Green Farms Academy 
and The Canterbury School.

The Wyverns learned a lot in 
their first two games, led by senior 
defender Co-captain Jack Cavo. 

The team continued to work 
hard in practice and get better 
everyday despite their 0-2 start.

Friday, April 12, the Wyverns 
would play their third straight away 
game against Forman School. The 
hard work and dedication paid off 
due to the Wyverns 8-2 victory 
in their first win of the season. 

“We had a really hard and 
focused week of practice, so 
when the game started we were 
ready to get it done,” sopho-
more attack Justin Edwards said.

On Monday, April 22, 
The Wyverns had a matchup 
against a very tough oppo-
nent: Rye Country Day School. 

T h e  Wy v e r n s  w o u l d 
not end up with the victory, 
but they played very hard. “A 
lot of good things came out 
of that game,” Edwards said.

The boys had a string of 
challenging opponents, losing 11-4 
to Hamden Hall on April 24 and 
10-4 to King on April 27.  

After losing to St. Luke’s 
11-7 and The Gunnery 13-3, 
the boys came out ready to 
secure a victory on Senior Day. 

And, win they did. The 
team played their Senior Day 
game home against Nonnewaug 
High School, securing a 12-0 win. 
The team notched more goals in 

this game than in any other season 
game. Sophomore Conor Caneday 
started in goal and earned his 
first shutout, backed by a strong 
defensive unit of Cavo, senior 
Co-captain Michael Aronson, 
and freshman Pat Schwab.   

Head Coach Ted Garber 
continued to work the team 

very hard and keep prac-
tices at a high intensity level. 

The team once played 
trash can lacrosse in the gym. 

This is a variation of 
lacrosse where trash cans are 
used as the goals. “It was a 
fun way for the team to bond 
and compete,” Edwards said. 

C o n d i t i o n i n g  w a s 
a lso  involved in  pract ice 
because  lacrosse  requires 
players to be in good shape.

It has been a long, hard-
fought season for the Wyverns, 
including losing their starting 
goalie, Owen Jakacky to a broken 
foot before the season started.

Freshman Arthur Smith 
stepped up to play goalie in his place 
and has done a remarkable job.

Overall, the team might 
not have the record they were 
hoping for, but they feel this 
season has been a success in 
the fact they grew everyday 
and continued to get better. 

The  Wyverns  p layed 
their last game Wednesday, 
May 15, at Wilbraham and 
Monson Academy and fought 
hard but couldn’t pull out a win. Senior Jack Cavo runs with the ball down the field after a defensive steal against King.  Photo by David Newman.   

Coach of the moment: Ryan Radmanovich 
MLB baseball player and Olympic competitor
by Hunter Meshanic’21   

Fifty-thousand people 
watching from the stands, eating 
hot dogs and drinking beers. 

T h e  f r e s h l y  p a i n t e d 
white lines pop in contrast 
to the smooth brown dirt . 

The smell of newly cut 
grass permeates the entire field. 
Teammates and opponents alike 
speckle the enormous field in 
their colorful, pristine jerseys.  

This is what it’s like 
to play baseball in the MLB 
or other professional leagues 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d .

At KO, we know Ryan 
Radmanovich as the assis-
tant coach of the varsity base-
ball team, but not everyone 
knows that he played baseball 
professionally for 17 years. 

He was drafted in the twelfth 
round out of his college Pepperdine, 
by the Minnesota Twins in 1993, 
and was claimed off of waivers 
by the Seattle Mariners in 1998. 

He was then traded to the San 
Diego Padres in 2002 and played 
for many other minor league teams, 
and in Mexico and the Atlantic 
League, another professional base-
ball league in the United States.

In his first ever major league 
game with the Seattle Mariners, 
Ryan was able to achieve his 
dreams. “The first guy I played 
catch with in the major leagues 
was Ken Griffey Jr,” he said. 

Coach Radmanovich played 
right field and Ken played center 
field. He had been looking up to Ken 
Griffey Jr. for the last four years, 
watching him play at a distance. 

“Yeah it was exciting. You 
feel like you belong once you get 
there,” he said, referring to the MLB.

But Coach Radmanovich 
didn’t just play professionally in 
the MLB. He played in the 2004 
Olympics in Athens, Greece, and 
in the 2008 Olympics in Beijing, 
China, for his country, Canada. 

When asked about what 
it was like to play in the Olym-
pics, Coach Radmanovich visibly 
brightened, remembering one of 
the great experiences of his life.

“It was awesome, just 

a completely different expe-
rience than playing in the 
major  l eagues ,”  he  sa id . 

When asked which part of 
the Olympics was his favorite, 
he struggled to choose between 
one. He enjoyed living with other 
athletes in the Olympic village 
from other countries, playing 
against the best players in the 
world, and wearing his country’s 
name (Canada) across his chest.

 However, he described his 
favorite experience later. “The 
highlight is walking into the 
stadium with your country,” he 
said. By this, of course, he was 
referring to the Opening Ceremony.

When asked how he had 
gotten into coaching, Coach 
Radmanovich was funny, first 
jokingly stating that he didn’t 
want to. However, he was very 
obviously kidding and then 

elaborated on the question.
In his late years in the profes-

sional leagues, and after his retire-
ment from baseball in 2009, Coach 
Radmanovich had been starting 
to get into the teaching aspect of 
baseball rather than the playing. 
“The last few years of my playing 
career, I began doing just some 
private training in the offseason, 
when I was home,” he said. 

Although this  wasn’t 
exactly coaching it began his 
work with kids and younger 
athletes, acting as a stepping stone.

Coach Radmanovich started 
coaching at KO because of his 
neighbors. “I met the Levine’s 
who live across the street and they 
were here at KO, and they told me 
to come on over and I met Steve, 
and the rest is history,” he said.

The Levines mentioned are 
Ted Levine, history teacher, and 
Lynn Levine, English teacher, 
both of whom work at KO.

Steve  Cannata ,  head 
varsity baseball coach, talked 
a little about what it’s like to 
work with Coach Radmanovich. 

“It’s good to work with 
him because it reaffirms that 
what we are doing is the same 
stuff they are doing on the 
professional level,” he said. 

Steve also mentioned that 
their coaching styles complement 
each other. “I’m a pitching guy and 
he’s a hitting guy so it all works out. 

We both work on defense 
together,” he said. Coach  Radma-
novich and Coach Cannata are 
now on their seventh season  
coaching baseball together. 
The pair will continue their 
coaching careers on the varsity 
baseball team. Congratulations 
to Coach Ryan Radmanovich.Ryan Radmonovich is pictured at his team’s home field smiling with a bat in his hand.  Photo by Aiden Borruso’20.


