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Seniors Lord, Toubman win top awards

Kyff inspires students to find a 
passion and use it to guide others
by Will Martin ’14

In commencement ceremo-
nies this morning, veteran history 
teacher Robert Kyff encouraged 
members of Kingswood Oxford’s 
101st graduating class to find 
something they are passionate 
about and to use their passion 
to enrich the lives of others.

Mr. Kyff began his speech 
by expressing how honored he 
was that he was chosen as this 
year’s commencement speaker, 
while also exuding his beloved 
trademark sense of humor. “I 
was truly honored to be chosen 
by the seniors as their graduation 
speaker this year, though I have to 
admit I was a little disheartened 
when I discovered that half the 
seniors who voted for me thought 
they were voting for KO-KO 
the Wyvern,” Mr. Kyff said. 

After discussing a few of 
the origins of the traditions of 
the annual commencement cere-
mony, Mr. Kyff continued by 
explaining the uncanny relevance 

of the numbers associated with 
the Class of 2013. “Now, Class 
of 2013, we can’t talk about you 
and ignore that numbers thing. It’s 
not just that your class bears the 
supposedly unlucky number 13, 
but you’re also the 101st gradu-
ating class, missing the centennial 
class by just one year,” he said. 

He then went on to explain 
how these numbers were an accu-
rate representation of the class as 
a whole. “In fact, the numbers 13 
and 101 fit you perfectly because 
you’re definitely not a cookie-
cutter, rank and file, round-
numbers class,” he said.  “You’re 
defiant, sassy and unconventional, 
a class of creators, thinkers and 
rebels. And that’s what we love 
most about you.” After describing 
his experiences with the class, 
Mr. Kyff transitioned to one of 
his main messages of the speech.

Mr. Kyff told the graduating 
students to find wonder in life 
beyond high school. “What I hope 
for you in college and beyond is 
that you will experience that sense 

of wonder and delight again and 
again, not only in your academic 
enterprises, but in all your other 
endeavors as well - in athletics, 
in friendships, in professions, in 
loving and in parenting,” he said. 

Mr. Kyff then recounted a few 
examples from literature by writers 
who shared their descriptions and 
interpretations of wonder, citing 
popular author F. Scott Fitzgerald, 
essayist Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
and playwright Tony Kushner. 

Mr. Kyff then segued into 
his next piece of advice for the 
graduating seniors by talking 
about Edward Dickinson, the 
father of famous poet Emily Dick-
inson, who exuberantly woke up 
the citizens of his town to show 
them the northern lights in the 
middle of a cold winter night. 

Mr. Kyff expressed his desire 
for the students to, at some point, 
have a similar experience. “I just 
hope that each of you, at least once 
in your life, will find something 
you’re so passionate about that 
you’ll want to run around a campus 

or a city or a country to share it 
with others,” Mr. Kyff said, “but 
the key element of that story isn’t 
just that Dickinson appreciated the 
northern lights – it’s that he wanted 
to enrich the lives of other people.” 
He continued by saying that educa-
tion and learning are intended to 
be shared with others and to aid 

them.  “Unless your education is 
designed to help others, it is merely 
an exercise in vanity,” he said.

Mr. Kyff then talked to the 
class about how the road ahead 
of them was not going to be easy, 
and would probably be filled 
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Sen io r s  Dayna  Lord 
and Mark Toubman won the 
school’s top citizenship awards 
at Tuesday’s Prize Assembly. 

Dayna won The Gold Seal, 
the highest citizenship award the 
school can bestow, given to a girl 
in the Sixth Form for outstanding 
qualities of character. Mark won 
The Primus Medal, presented 
by Edith Greenough Lewis and 
the highest citizenship award 
the school can bestow, given to 
that boy in the Sixth Form who 
has contributed most during the 
past year to the life of the school. 

Aw a r d s  r e c e i v e d  b y 
other students are as follows:

The William R. MacDonald 
Prize is given by the Class of 1962 
in honor of William R. MacDonald, 
faculty member from 1931 to 1962, 
and is awarded to that member of 
the graduating class who has proved 
himself an outstanding athlete and 
who best exemplifies diligence in 
practice, sportsmanship, and spirit 
of competition – Mark Toubman

The Merritt Prize, estab-
lished by Mr. Joseph Merritt in 
the names of Robert P. Merritt ’29 
and Philip J. Merritt ’33, is given 
to that member of the Sixth Form 
who best exemplifies the results of 
the Kingswood-Oxford education 
– Rudy DeBerry, Spencer Murray.

The Robert A. Lazear Award 
is given to a senior girl who by 
her example and dedication has 
contributed the most to Kingswood-
Oxford athletics – Dayna Lord.

The Fortiter Prize, founded 
by Mr. Francis Goodwin Smith in 
the names of three sons, all gradu-
ates of the school, is presented to 
that member of the Sixth Form 
who has developed and displayed 
the qualities of courage and 
perseverance – Patrick Kilkenny.

The Nelson P. Farquhar 
Award, presented by the commu-
nity government, is given that that 
member of the Sixth Form who 
has given outstanding service 

to the community – Stephanie 
Fagbemi, Garrett Meccariello.

The William A. Greene 
Memorial Prize for Dramatics 
is given to that student in the 
Sixth Form who has contributed 
most to the Dramatic Society – 
Spencer Murray, Amanda Pratt.

The Critchfield Prize for 
Science is given by Horace 
E. Rockwell ’39 in memory 
of his classmate, Thomas R. 
Critchfield, to the student who 
has performed outstandingly 
in science – Joseph Rogus.

The Abraham Kopplemann 
Prize, endowed by Mr. Kopple-
mann, is given to that student 

who has demonstrated interest 
in and awareness of the funda-
mental principles of democratic 
government – Jennifer Traver, 
Tyler Whirty, Samuel Willsey. 

The Turhan Michael Ergin 
Award is given to that member of 
the Senior Class who combines an 
enthusiasm for athletics and the 
performing arts or visual arts with a 
sincere love of people and a friendly, 
outgoing nature – Andrew Sikora.

The Eli Udolf Art Award is 
given by Mr. and Mrs. Leonard 
Udolf in memory of his father, 
Mr. Eli Udolf, to that student 
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Stanton wins first place at WALKS contest

The WALKS essay is 
an annual essay competition 
started in 1962 with the goals of 
studying the Constitution and 
how it is used in politics today.  

This year, junior Sophie 
Kruger and junior Allie Stanton were 
the finalists from KO who attended 
the dinner at the home of Loomis 
Chaffee School’s head of school.  

At the dinner, Connecticut 
Attorney General George C. 
Jepsen judged the finalists from 
the five attending schools: West-
minster, Avon Old Farms, Loomis 
Chaffee, Kingswood Oxford, 
and Suffield Academy.  Sophie 
finished as the second runner up 
and Allie received first place.  
The prize for winning was $200.  

The topic of this year’s 
essay had to do with presiden-
tial war powers and how they are 
used.  “I thought the topic was 
really interesting and I wanted 
a chance to study the Constitu-
tion more closely because I think 
it’s really interesting” Allie said.  

Any Form Five student 

enrolled in AP United States 
History can choose to write the 
WALKS essay and  there are typi-

cally 10 or more entrants each 
year.  “They write the WALKS 
essay instead of a term paper,” 

History Department Chair Dr. 
Ann Serow said. Any junior can 
write it.  Some like the idea of 
having a chance at being the final-
ists.  It is a history paper first but 
it also has current elements in it.”  

The essay is very educational 
because of the amount of research 
required.  In order to prepare to 
write the essay, Allie and Sophie 
had to study the Constition in 
depth as well as primary sources 
such as court cases to help supple-
ment their argument.  “I’ve written 
research papers before, but not like 
this one,” Sophie said. “It was a lot 
longer and needed more sources.” 

 At the dinner, the KO finalists 
along with Head of School Dennis 
Bisgaard and Dr. Serow sat with 
the finalists from the other schools. 

According to the attendees, the 
most exciting moment of the night 
was when prizes were announced.

“They started reading the 
names of the finalists; they did 
the first seven names and neither 
of our students were called,” said 
Dr, Serow. “Then Sophie was 
called as second runner up. Then 
they announced the runner up 

and we knew that Allie had won.” 
T h i s  w a s  t h e  m o s t 

exciting moment of the whole 
night according to Sophie. 

“I didn’t expect to win,” 
said Allie. “I was honored to have 
been chosen as a finalist for our 
school, and I really didn’t expect 
my name to be called that night.”

Sophie argued that presi-
dents have extended their war 

June term heats up in 
Belize and Bahamas 
by Rebecca Goldman ‘15

Just a few days after the end 
of the school year, 18 students 
will depart on June term trips 
to Belize and the Island School 
in the Bahamas. The trips will 
be led, repsectively, by Middle 
School teachers Andrew Carr 
and Catherine Reigeluth, and 
Upper School science teachers 
Lisa Bailey and Timothy Allerton. 

According to history teacher 
Stacey Savin, who organizes the 
June terms, the program was started 
about nine years ago with the idea 
of teaching students in a traveling 
classroom. “The kids take a course 
that relates to the place they are 
going, and teachers really come 
up with their own curriculum and 
their own course,” said Ms. Savin

There will be two June term 
trips offered this year; an outdoor 
adventure and cultural exploration 
trip to Belize led by Middle School 
teachers Mr. Carr and Mrs. Reige-
luth, as well as an ecology and 
sustainability trip to the Bahamas 
led by Allerton and Bailey.  

According to Ms. Savin, the 
Belize trip was originally designed 
as a cultural language adventure in 
Peru, but was changed to Belize 
because of political instability.  

Mrs. Bailey said she was 
exited about the opportunities the 
June term would offer the students 
en route to the Bahamas and shared 
that they would be covering many 
fields of ecology, from sustain-
ability research to shark tagging. 

Desp i te  the  exc i t ing 
promise of both these trips, 
however, enrollment is still an 
issue, according to Mrs. Bailey. 

“We had a lot of interest 
at first but it dwindled and we 
were nervous that the trip was 
not going to go.” Ms. Savin 

explained that the trips require a 
minimum of eight student partici-
pants in order to run and that 
lack of student enrollment has 
eliminated June terms in the past. 

One such example was 
the trip to China in the summer 
of 2012, which failed to reach 
its participation quota, and 
was cancelled as a result. 

“I t ’s  not  for  lack of 
interest, but some students have 
to choose between [June term] 
and Tobati,” said Mrs. Bailey 
concerning the enrollment issues. 

Ms. Savin said partici-
pation is clearly an issue. “It’s 
definitely a big hurdle and a big 
burden on the teachers because 
they have to do a great deal of 
planning and it’s a shame when 
the trip gets canceled,” she said. 

Ms. Savin has led many 
June term trips over the past nine 
years including last year’s trip to 
Italy.  “Unlike many foreign travel 
programs that are out there, it’s a 
wonderful time and with your own 
school; people you know and are 
comfortable with,” said Ms. Savin. 

Ms. Savin explained that 
to coordinate a June term trip, a 
course is thought up in the fall by a 
teacher who is interested in starting 
a trip.  Then the possibilities are 
rolled out to gage student interest. 

Mrs. Bailey completed the 
planning process over a course 
of two years. “I wanted to take a 
group there last year but didn’t start 
the planning process in time and 
the Island School was full. I got 
an early start this year,” she said.

Both Mrs. Bailey and Mrs. 
Savin said June term is an excellent 
opportunity for experiential learning 
and growth. “It is a big responsi-
bility,” said Mrs. Bailey, “but it 
is also a great opportunity for the 
kids and the faculty chaperones.”

Seniors dance the night away at prom
by Sam Pinkes ‘14

As the school year begins to 
close, seniors turned their thoughts 
to the senior prom, held at the 
Hartford Club on Sunday, May 19. 

Beforehand, senior Eva 
Stys said, “It’s at this old mansion 
in Hartford called the Hart-
ford Club, and there’s breakfast 
there to prevent after parties. 
A lot of people are going to the 
beach the next day though.” 

This year so many students 
went to prom that everyone 
did not fit in the two buses 
the school had hired to bring 
everyone from pre-prom pictures 

at KO to the Hartford Club. 
Senior Grace Kaufman, prior 

to the event, said, “I might have to 
ride on a toaster [bus] because there 
isn’t enough room on the buses that 
are taking us to the Hartford Club. 
It’s really disappointing that we 
would have to do that, especially 
considering how much prom costs.”

One reason there were so 
many people was because a lot of 
students brought dates from other 
grades or from outside of school. 

Before the prom, senior 
Blake Randall said, “I’m going 
with a really really good friend 
and my outfit will definitely be 
a pleasant surprise. I’m looking 

forward to it and I think it’s going 
to be a lot of fun. It’s at the Hartford 
Club so it should be really nice.” 

Eva also mentioned how 
many people brought dates 
who didn’t attend KO. “There 
are a lot of people coming this 
year, which is nice, and a lot of 
people are bringing dates from 
outside of school,” she said.

The seniors also said 
they were excited to spend time 
together as a grade for one of 
the last times before gradua-
tion. Senior Melissa Gitlin said, 
“I’m excited to spend time all 
together as a grade for the last time 
before we all go off to college.”

by Dylan Borruso ‘15  

Kyff urges seniors to find 
a passion and pursue it 
Contunued from page 1

with obstacles and challenges. 
However, he expressed his belief 
that they should never give up. Mr. 
Kyff compared the class to famous 
American president, Abraham 
Lincoln, who suffered many hard-
ships before finally succeeding 
in becoming president and acting 
as one of the most influential 
individuals in American history. 

Mr. Kyff concluded his 
speech by talking about how the 
graduating class has lived through 
many hardships and tragedies, but 
that the class is equipped to deal with 
the looming obstacles of the future. 

“Other generations of young 
Americans have faced equally 
daunting challenges. Think of 
those who fought and won the Civil 
War, who faced the Great Depres-
sion and World War II, who strug-
gled for the equality of women, 
African-Americans and other 
disadvantaged groups. Like you, 

they faced daunting challenges and 
dire predictions of doom, but they 
prevailed, and so will you,” he said. 

Seniors, prior to gradu-
ation, said they were looking 
forward to Mr. Kyff’s speech. 
“I think Mr. Kyff will be a good 
commencement speaker because 
he is loved by the KO commu-
nity and is involved in many parts 
of KO life,” senior Jon Wu said. 

Others wholeheartedly 
agreed that Mr. Kyff would be a 
great commencement speaker. “I’m 
excited to see what his speech is 
going to be even though I’ve never 
had him as a teacher or anything,” 
senior Eric Moscowitz said. “I 
can’t wait for the speech, though, 

“Mr. Kyff is really 
exemplary of 
what makes KO 
special.”
- Spencer Murray

because it’ll probably have ‘Kyff 
Jokes’ in it and those are always 
great.” Senior Spencer Murray also 
said that he was looking forward to 
hearing Mr. Kyff deliver the speech. 
“Mr. Kyff is really exemplary of 
what makes KO special,” he said. 

Head of School Dennis Bisgaard and juniors Allie Stanton and Sophie Kruger 
pose with Connecticut Attorney General Jepsen. (Photo by Ann Serow)

“I really didn’t 
expect my name 
to be called that 
night.”

- Allie Stanton

powers too far, which she said 
is relevant today because of the 
potential conflict with Syria. 

Allie’s winning essay 
argued that  the  pres ident 
should not have war powers 
in peace time and should not 
approach Congress with secrecy. 

Baldwin to take leave
At press time, the KO 

News learned that creative arts 
teacher Lud Baldwin plans to 
take a leave of absence from 
KO next year.  Mr. Baldwin says 

he would like to travel to visit 
his children and grandchildren. 

The News wishes Mr. 
Baldwin, who has taught at KO 
for 36 years, all the best next year. 
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A Wyvern’s TaleThe editorials below represent the collective opin‑

ion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Maddie Pazzani, Mary Lessard, 
Grace Jarmoc, Sarah Gianni, Alayna PuNerman, 
Will Martin, Taryn Braz, Allie Kyff, Thomas Wil‑
son, Katherine Gianni and Sophie Kruger.

by Maddie Pazzani ’14
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Throughout the past few weeks 
of the spring sports season, KO athletes 
have been traveling to compete at schools 
far away, not only on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays but on Mondays as well.  

With traveling such far distances, the 
question arises of why there are so many 
games scheduled away on weekdays.  
Traveling long distances during the week 
also adds stress to student athletes, who 
have to face the travel time that it takes 
to get home as well as their homework.  

“We’ve had some far away Monday 
games,” said junior Campbell Taylor, 
a member of the boys varsity lacrosse 
team, “and since I’m a junior, it’s hard to 
travel those schools because, in the back 
on my mind, I’m thinking about all the 
work I have to get done when I get home.” 

Member of the varsity softball team 
junior Taryn Braz also attests to the stress 
of traveling to away games. “This year the 
team has had Monday games scheduled at 
Loomis and Taft,” said Taryn. “With traffic 
there can be an added two hours to traveling, 
and it’s hard to get home so late,” she said.    

Members of the KO track and 

Scheduling conflicts lead 
to overcrowded dining hall

We as the staff of the KO News have 
felt very overwhelmed by the exorbitant 
number of students in the cafeteria on 
combined lunch days with the Middle School.
Everyone remembers the chaos that occurred 
several times this spring when Middle School 
students showed up all at once in the cafeteria 
with the Upper School students this year.

When the whole Middle School eats 
at once along with the Upper School, it 
creates a madhouse. The lunch line is a mile 
long, the noise is uncontrollable, and there 
is nowhere to sit. It makes a lunch period  
that is supposed to be relaxing a nightmare.

One solution involves better 
communication. If the two schools 
communicated regarding lunch periods, 
we could make sure the Middle School 
students were broken up into two lunch 
periods, especially during Upper School 
lunch X periods such as 4X, 5X and 6X. 

Another way we could stop the over-
crowding is by letting the Upper School 

Weeknight away games  
take toll on student athletes

Saying goodbye 
to seniors

field team may be the student athletes 
who feel the most strain of traveling 
far away.  On Saturday, May 18, trav-
eled to the Hyde School in Bath, 
Maine for the New England champion-
ship meet, a 250-mile, five-hour trek.

The original plan for the team was 
a 5:00 a.m. departure from KO to the 
meet, arriving at the meet around 10 a.m., 
competing until 7 p.m., and then returning 
to KO in the early hours of Sunday morning.  

Fortunately, more sensible heads 
prevailed, so the team stayed in a hotel in 
Maine on Friday night.  Even so, the squad 
didn’t return home till late Saturday night.

 As the school year wraps up, should 
athletics take a page from the book of 
relaxing seniors and ease back on the 
amount of away games on weekdays?  

The spring is a time to enjoy the 
beautiful weather. While KO athletes 
should enjoy competing in their last 
few months, it should not be at the 
expense of their studies or hours of sleep. 

I n  s c h e d u l i n g  f o r  n e x t 
year, let’s eliminate – or severely 
l imit  – weeknight away games.

students know that all of the Middle 
School students will will show up the 
dining hall on a certain day. If students 
were told ahead of time, they could eat 
at a time when there are fewer students.

Also, the Middle School students 
and Upper School students each have 
assigned tables in the cafeteria. But 
Middle School students ofen sit at 
Upper School tables, leaving Upper 
School students with nowhere to sit.  

If Middle School teachers strictly 
enforced the seating rules, then it 
would surely alleviate the seating issue.

Lastly, if there ever is a day where 
the entire Middle School will eat along 
with the Upper School, we suggest that the 
cafeteria offer alternative seating elsewhere. 

In previous years, the lunch during 
field day had been outside.  This option 
is ideal because many people sit outside 
during the barbeque, which would 
alleviate the noise and seating issue.

As someone who spends the majority 
of my free time in the library, I tend to have 
a lot of pent-up stress. I usually begin my 
drive to school in the morning with a mental 
pep talk, feebly attempting to calm myself 
down and swearing to myself that tonight 
will be the night that I get those elusive eight 
hours of sleep. It never works, and by the 
time I pull into the KO parking lot I’m in 
a mental state just short of a panic attack.

The one thing that keeps me from 
wanting to crash my car into a tree before 
the 8 a.m. bell is Outlook rehearsal first 
period. For 45 minutes before I have to face 
my classes that require a pen and paper, 
I get to hang out and sing with about 20 
wonderfully eccentric people and one of 
my favorite teachers on campus. We work 
hard, but it mostly seems like fun, and as I 
walk to my second period class, my back-
pack doesn’t feel as heavy as it did earlier. 

Outlook traveled to Choate last 
month to compete in an acapella competi-
tion, and if you don’t mind my tooting my 
own horn for a moment, we were awesome. 
When I think back to that night, I couldn’t 
be prouder. But then it hits me that we will 
never be that good again. I’m not saying we 
will never have another successful perfor-
mance, and I’m certainly not implying 
that next year’s group won’t be equally 
talented. Here’s what I’m getting at: The 
seniors left their mark on our group, and 
next year the rest of us will have to figure 
out a way to come close to the unquantifi-
able “goodness” that they led us in creating.  

The same applies to the rest of KO. 
Maybe without realizing it, the Class of 2013 
shaped all of our experiences here. They 
were our editors, captains, prefects, presi-
dents, officers, and committee leaders. But 
they were also more than that. They include 
that person you pass at the same time, same 
place every day while climbing the stairs 
of Seaverns to go to English class, or that 

person whose outfits you always liked, or the 
student who always steals your favorite seat 
in the corner of the library. It won’t be the 
same without this year’s seniors leading the 
way in clubs and activities, but it will also feel 
a little bizarre to walk into Roberts Theater 
without seeing that same set of familiar faces 
filling the front half of the middle section.

I should make it known that I am 
completely and entirely jealous of the gradu-
ating class. My reasons for this sentiment are 
twofold. Like many members of my grade, 
I’ve found the tail end of junior year to be 
overwhelming at times, and nothing sounds 
better to me at the moment than grabbing 
my diploma and running far, far away from 
here and into the relative freedom of college. 

Secondly, they were pretty terrific. 
Maybe I’m just more aware of it this year than 
in the past, but it seems to me that this school 
year has been marked with an endless stream 
of accolades within the KO community and 
interscholastically that could not have been 
possible without the work of the seniors. 

I mentioned earlier that my ride to 
school in the morning is always a time of 
emotional crisis for me, but I also associate 
something else with it. More often than 
not, I somehow end up parking within a 
few spaces of one particular senior’s car, 
easily recognized by her pink whale bumper 
sticker. This senior wasn’t a defined leader 
for me, or even really a friend. But I know 
that when I’m in the parking lot on my first 
day of school as a senior next fall, I’ll miss 
parking near her just as much as I’ll miss the 
seniors I had the good fortune to get to know. 

My grade has big shoes to fill 
next year. I know that it’ll be impos-
sible to strut across the Senior Green 
with the same panache that they had, 
and I can only hope that we will eventu-
ally be half as intelligent, quirky, athletic, 
friendly, creative and cool as they were.

I hope everyone has a fun-filled 
and relaxing summer vacation, and 
congratulations to the Class of 2013!

Happy summer 
 to all KO

students, faculty 
and staff!
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Common app or common mishap?

First off, I would like to thank 
the outstanding KO News contrib-
utor Griffin Maloney for giving me 
the brilliant idea for this article. On 
that note let’s get started. Ugh. 

The dreaded Common App 
has made its way into my fellow 
juniors and my life this past month. 
Let’s just say it was tedious, as the 
seniors know, but “it had to be done.”

To those who don’t under-
stand what the Common App 
is, I will gladly give you a brief 
synopsis of the real hell you prob-
ably will have to go through when 
you begin your college process. 
Basically the Common App (CA) 
is the middleman in the college 
application process for many 
colleges/universities (used both 
proper names, so official, I know). 
You fill out the application (duh) 
on the CA’s website and if the 
college you want to apply to allows 
you to submit your application to 
them through the CA you can. 

Over 450 colleges offer 
this, so it cuts down on the college 
application process and not having 
to write the same exact application 
over and over again for the respec-
tive colleges you are applying to 
that are apart of the CA. Yes, some 
colleges do not allow you to submit 
your application through the CA 
website. Why, you may ask? 
Well, you know, they are special. 

So, I sat down to complete 
my CA the night before its due in 
my usual cramming style and, man, 
was I in for a night of surprises 
(Random thought: I wonder if femi-
nists are offended by the “man, was 
I…” statement, considering the fact 
that it is not “woman, was I…”). 

On the first page I was 
immediately asked, “What is 

the highest degree you intend 
to earn?” I scrolled through the 
options and didn’t see the “pass 
my freshman-year classes then 
move on from there” button so 
I decided to press “undecided” 
(which began a trend of answering 
undecided for a lot of questions). 

The next question was 
“career interest,” which obvi-
ously was given that title instead 
of the “What is the career you 
intend to pursue?” just so they 
don’t stress us out too much! I 
mean, who as a 17-year-old boy 
or girl doesn’t know what they 
are going to do with their life?

I mean, come on. Whoever 
doesn’t is a complete loser with 
zero chance of succeeding in life 
and will probably end up living 
in his/her mother’s basement at 
the age of 34 working at Golden 
Corral. I scrolled through the career 
options, could not find “full-time 
sports watcher” and then decided 
on “undecided.” (I hope you under-
stood the joke there…look at those 
last three words, funny isn’t it?)

I was then asked the common 
questions of what my name is, my 
birthday, cellphone number, etc. I 
was tempted to put that I lived in 
Antarctica so maybe the college 
would take me for that reason 
(anything to help), but I wasn’t man 
enough to do it. The most inter-
esting part was when they asked for 
my AIM address, like I was going 
to give away my embarrassing 
AIM name back from fourth grade 
(which was obeseperson132. I 
thought the word obese was funny; 
give me a break). I then thought 
about how the conversation would 
go, probably something like this: 

Harvard Admission Lady: 
Hey Jack. It’s Doris from Harvard 
admissions. How is it going?  

Obeseperson132: It’s great, 
hbu. 

H a r v a r d  A d m i s s i o n 
Lady: Oh, well I’m kind of 
offended by your screen name, 

Obeseperson132: WTF? 
You can either get me and the 
screen name or neither. I live 
and die with obeseperson132; it 
has represented me since 2006. 

Harvard Admission Lady: 
Well then, have a nice day. 

Obeseperson132: I didn’t 
even want to go to your college 
any way. I heard it’s awful 

I proceeded to the third 
page where I was asked for what 
languages I read and spoke. 
Sarcasm was not an option, 
so I couldn’t check the boxes 
“first language” and “spoken” 
because then I would be lying 
to the colleges I was applying 
to, and I know colleges don’t 
want liars in their school, Barney 
taught me that at a young age. 

On the fifth page I was 
then asked if I was part of any 
communi ty  organiza t ions , 
which I am not, but man were 
these organization names corny. 

Some examples were the 
“100 Black Men” (which then led 
me to searching on the Internet 
why they were not called the 99 
or 101 Black Men. Did one not 
show up for the meeting? I mean 
100 is such an exact number) and 
“Lets Get Ready” (…set…go…
this joke sounded better in my 
head; then I realized how awful 
it was, but decided to keep it 
anyway because of how bad it is).

Also featured were “AVID” 
(which was a little too close to 
AIDs for my liking) and finally my 
favorite “Making Waves.” (I have 
no joke for this. I just think it’s 
really funny that someone would 

think this would be a good name for 
an organization. I’m sure it’s a great 
one and touches many lives, but, 
come on, you need a better name.).

Then I got to the dreaded 
grades and standardized test 
page, which didn’t really help 
really boost my self-confidence, 
but you know that is all right. 

My favorite part on this 
page was the “Honors: Briefly 
list any academic distinctions or 
honors you have received” box, 
and I followed those directions 
well; (learned that from Barney 
as well). Let’s just say my brief 
synopsis of my awards consisted 
of zero honors. Brief…I know. 

I think my favorite part of 
the entire CA was on the last page 
when I was asked, “Have you 
ever been adjudicated guilty or 
convicted of a misdemeanor, felony 
or other crime?” If I answered yes 
to this question, I would then have 
to write an explanation of what had 
occurred for me to get to that point.

 I then pondered about what 
OJ Simpson would have written 
in his explanation if he ever went 
through this process – probably 
something like this: “Well the police 
thought I killed my ex-wife and I 
then got into a low-speed chase on 
a highway in California that you 
most likely have heard about.”

The common misconception 
was that I was trying to get away 
from the cops, but no, because I 
obviously didn’t commit the crime 
(lol jk, I did). I was soon arrested 
after the cop convinced me not to 
kill myself in the back of the car 
while my main man AC was driving. 

I was then put on trial 
for murder, but was acquitted 
because the prosecution was 
dumb enough to let me try on 
some random glove, which you 

might have heard, didn’t fit. 
I somehow was the luck-

iest man in the world, but was 
dumb enough to end up in jail for 
15 years after robbing a sports 
memorabilia store in Las Vegas 
(too bad what happened in Vegas 
didn’t stay there) at gun point. I did 
make the Kardashians famous in 
the process of all this, so I have 
contributed more then just a few 
amazing touchdown runs (I was 
in the NFL and was pretty good) 
and the most watched low-speed 
chase in the history of ever.”

Then luckily I was finished. 
I then printed it out and handed 
it in to my college advisor. I 
completed the Common App! 
I was so proud of myself….
too bad it was only a rough 
draft (kind of a major buzz kill). 

(Enter touchy feely part) 
I know a lot of my fellow class-
mates are over-the-top stressed 
about the college process. It’s a 
long and disheartening process 
(talking like a veteran here) that 
is in the middle stages for us right 
now, but please do yourself a 
favor and just take a deep breath. 
You need to believe that this is all 
going to work out. Have confi-
dence in yourself, and know that 
you will end up in the right college. 

Don’t seek complexity in 
this whole process; make it as 
easy and stress free as possible. 
We are all going to be fine. 

We’re not facing bullets at our 
head on a daily basis or anything. It 
is college, not the end of the world. 
It’s the next step. Make it simple. 

As the famous Bob Marley 
once said “every little thing is going 
to be all right.” Put that on your wall 
or your mirror or shave it into your 
dog’s fur so you can see it every 
day. Believe it. We will all be fine. 

by Jack McGuire ’14 

Mind of McGuire: 

In a room full of iPhones, lil’ mami had a Pantech Slide  
by Callie Miles ’14

The hardest  team on 
campus I’ve ever attempted to 
be on: team iPhone. Needless to 
say, I still haven’t made the cut. 

From the original to the 5, 
iPhones are everywhere. A few 
years back, it was a rarity to find 
someone with the same phone 
as you. However, times have 
sure changed. If you take a look 
around now, 90 percent of the 
school has the exact same phone. 

If you were to remove the 
colorful, over-priced cases off 
of those things and line them 
up, I guarantee that most people 
wouldn’t be able to tell their 
phone apart from the one next to it. 

That is, unless they were 
some of the few who had the misfor-
tune of losing grip of their device, 
causing it to bear the tough fall from 
their hand to the cold hard ground. 

This tragedy leaves their 
precious touch screen with damage 
– anywhere from minor to major 
cracks. I always feel sorta bad 
when that happens to people 
because, I mean, that really sucks. 

But hey, the way I see it, if you 
had a Pantech Slide, shattering your 
screen wouldn’t even be a concern. 

I don’t mean to bash the 
phones because, of course, I’m 
just bitter the world of tech-
nology has left me behind. 

However,  I  wi l l  say 
that the lack of apprecia-

“I don’t mean to 
bash the phones 
because, of 
course, I’m just 
bitter the world 
of technology has 
left me behind.” 

Sitting sadly on the iPhone sidelines

tion some people have for 
their phones really gets to me.

Just the other day, I not 
only found an iPhone in the bath-
room, but another on the ground 
in the parking lot. The ground. 
In the parking lot. Enough said.

 I also am thinking that, if 
someone mentions 3G, don’t feel 
the need to correct them if you 
in fact have 4G. 3G, 4G, either 
way, I really couldn’t care less. 
I’m happy for you with what-
ever you have, but you shouldn’t 
feel the need to tell me about it.

Lastly, emojis. Some of them 
are cute. OK, I give you that, but 
they are not needed so abundantly  
throughout the conversation.

 I don’t think anyone needs 
to know of the strange facial 
expressions you may or may not 
be making while you text them. 

And do not,  I  repeat 
DO NOT, send emojis  to 
someone without an iPhone.

 Every time one of those 
little boxes with a question mark 
shows up on my ratchet little 
plastic touch screen, I have a 

wild temptation to throw a fit. 
So I guess next time you 

are playing Flow, or Zoomed In, 
or even just checking your Twitter 
or Facebook, just think of how 
grateful you should feel to have 
such an advanced piece of tech-
nology in the palm of your hand. 

And while you’re at it, 
send out a prayer for all of the 
members of Team Stupid Phone 
also known as team children of 
parents who believe that “iPhones 
aren’t necessary for a girl your 
age” just to keep us going. 

Good luck 
to all seniors 
from the 

editors of the KO News!
Cartoon by Ben Akerele ’14
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Reform or Revolt: KO SGA Saga
by John Peavy ’13

The United States govern-
ment is based on a system of 
checks and balances. It works 
because there is not one part of 
the government that has too much 
power. All three branches work 
together to defend the people and 
prevent tyranny of the majority. 
The Kingswood Oxford govern-
ment is based off the fact that all 
schools have a student government, 
so YOLO (you only live once).

 As constructed, the KO 
student government has one-and-
a-half branches with a speaker and 
a legislative body. The representa-
tion used in the legislative body is 
completely arbitrary and unfair. 

The senior class for no 

better reason than they’ve been 
at the school longer, gets the most 
number of representatives, and 
then each class gets one less than 
the one above it. If you really think 
about it, this is essentially the same 
thing as taking the average age of 
every congressional district and 
giving the one that is oldest the 
largest number of representatives.

 Just because the senior 
class has more seniority does 
not in any way make the people 
in it more qualified to be in the 
student government, especially 
when the senior class has fewer 
people than all the other grades 
and can barely fill all of its spots 
in the student government senate. 

The other part of student 
government that is very ineffective 

is the speaker. (For now, let’s put 
aside the fact that the person who 
has been elected speaker for the last 
two years has run unopposed.) The 
speaker is essentially the head of 
student government and the leader 
of the legislative body. In a way, 
it is supposed to be an executive 
position, like the president – most 
other schools just have a student 
body president – however, it’s not. 

What does the speaker do? 
Two years ago our speaker redid 
Commons, but I can’t recall anything 
else that student government did 
that year, and this administration 
has left their mark by dividing 
the school….into two houses. 

I don’t remember anyone in 
student government (speaker or 
otherwise) stating this idea in their 

campaign speeches. However, I 
do remember speeches being 
made and ideas being floated. 

With no more hot chocolate 
in the cafeteria before school in the 
winter and only having dress-down 
days because the school lost an 
online contest and someone shelled 
out money for it, I’m inclined to 
say that these politicians, like 
the ones that came before them, 
have not fulfilled their promises. 

This is why I propose an 
idea: Overthrow the govern-
ment! There is no reason to keep 
a do-nothing student government 
around. It doesn’t require any 
skill other than being able to eat 
pizza for dinner. (Sorry, Caley 
Henderson. I guess you would fail). 

Those who want to end up 

in politics are going to take AP 
Political Science with Doc Serow, 
so why do they need to pretend like 
they are making a difference in the 
library after school when they could 
do it in a practical politics paper? 
The only way to fix the student 
government would be to dissolve it. 

Once dissolved, the “powers” 
they have could be transferred to an 
adult at the school. The only thing 
they would need to do is to approve 
budget requests for clubs and circle 
a date on a calendar to have a dance. 
If they want a themed dance, then 
they could have interested students 
form a committee and plan the 
dance. It doesn’t take much to give 
KO a more legitimate and helpful 
governing body. Unfortunately, 
I don’t think it will ever happen.

1. Which would you best 
describe yourself as:
a.“Fun”
b.Worldly
c. Girly
d. Independent

2. Who do you look up to?
a. Michelle Obama
b. Buddha
c. Paris Hilton
d. Queen Elizabeth

3. You spend most of your 
time:
a. In Doc’s room
b. In the parking lot
c. Where everyone else is
d. In the library

4. KO teacher you’d most 
like to be:
a. Asha
b. Mrs. Rosoff
c.  Ms. Savin
d. Mrs. Baker

5. Where do you sit in the 
cafeteria?
a. Tables in‑front of the ice 
cream
b. Back corner
c. At the teachers table
d. Next to the salad bar

6. What do you do over vaca‑
tion?
a. Visit our nation’s capital
b. Go to France
c. Shop
d. Make life decisions

7. What’s your ride to school?
a. 1986 clunker
b. older boyfriend’s convert‑
ible
c. punch‑back no punching
d. Mercedes

8. How many times do you 
go to the nurse?
a. Once a month
b. Every 9 months
c. When I take my meds aeer 
lunch
d. Never ‑ can’t miss class

Mostly a’s: Congrats on be‑
ing Hannah…you are prob‑
ably too politically opinion‑
ated and too emotionally 
available.  

Mostly b’s:You are Jessa, 
probably KO’s only Euro‑
pean exchange student. 

Mostly c’s: You are Shoshan‑
na and you are awesome. 
(said in a John Peavy voice)

Mostly d’s: Marnie aka the 
Real Housewife in Training. 

Wyverns, take the quiz: Which 
HBO ‘Girls’ character are you?

I think it’s safe to say that 
the 2013 film adaptation of “The 
Great Gatsby” was the most talked 
about movie of the year. With 
that said, it’s only right for me to 
do a review of the film’s sound-
track: “The Great Gatsby (Music 
From Baz Luhrmann’s Film).”

Though the movie itself has 
faults, the soundtrack was defi-
nitely not one of them. With Jay-Z 
as executive producer, the sound-
track creates just the right balance 
of the Jazz Age’s hedonistic quali-
ties and the glitz and glamour of 
contemporary pop and hip hop. 

This culmination captures 
the roar of the Roaring ‘20s while 
adding a more relatable quality 
with artists like Jay-Z, Lana Del 
Rey and Jack White. Up-tempo 
songs with synthesized beats 
like “A Little Party Never Killed 
Nobody (All We Got)” and “100$ 
Bill” make you feel the indul-
gent behavior of the time, while 
slow and hauntingly mesmer-
izing songs like “Over the Love” 
remind us of the disillusionment 
that comes at the end of the novel. 

The soundtrack has some 
impressive covers as well. My 
personal favorite is Beyoncé 
and André 3000’s cover of Amy 

Winehouse’s “Back to Black,” 
which has an almost sinister beat 
that makes me want to cry (tears 
of joy). The song encapsulates 
the gangster aura of the period 
and highlights the dark side of 
Jay Gatsby’s past. Jack White’s 
emotional cover of U2’s “Love Is 
Blindness” is the perfect anthem 
to film’s tumultuous climax.

 Most important, though, is 
how well the soundtrack captures 
the essence of F. Scott Fitzger-
ald’s novel. I was skeptical before 
hearing the songs for the first time, 
wondering if this anachronistic 
approach would actually work, 
but it did, especially in the film. 
The songs alone work wonders 
on my auditory senses, but when 
I heard the songs in the film, it 
was an even better experience. 

One thing Baz Luhrmann 
did extremely well with this movie 
was to make the music like another 
character. Every song was so deli-
cately and artfully constructed 
to create a union between today 
and the 1920s that it emphasizes 
the timelessness of the novel, and 
reminds us all why Fitzgerald 
was a great American writer. 

Do I think the film will become 
a classic? No, probably not, but the 
soundtrack is one for the books.

‘The Great Gatsby’ 
soundtrack: greatness

by Virginia Villa ’14

Cover art from The Great Gatsby (Music from Baz Luhmann’s Film) 
(Photo from Google Images)
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There’s not a single person 
who cannot remember when the 
Arab spring began. It was a rather 
tumultuous time in the slightly 
dystopian world that we live in 
today. One small incident ignited 
the spark that led to an extremely 
cataclysmic series of events.

It’s been almost three 
years since the beginning of an 
unexpected event that has radi-
cally changed the structure of 
the Middle East. Egypt, Yemen, 
Tunisia and Libya, have seen full-
scale power transfers, and their 
respective leaders are no longer 
ruling today: Hosni Mubarak, Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, Zine El Abidine 
Ben Ali, and Muammar Gaddafi.

Other countries such as 
Morocco, Jordan, Bahrain, Kuwait, 
and Lebanon have installed various 
governmental and constitutional 
reforms in response to massive 
protests, which have killed approx-
imately 100,000 people in total. 

S o m e  p r o t e s t s  s t i l l 
rage today in Saudi Arabia, 
S u d a n ,  a n d  M a u r i t a n i a . 

While there are myriad  
perspectives on the comprehen-
sive outcome of this uprising, 
that is not the point of this article. 
Arab Spring barely appears 

on the news as it used to, with 
the exception of one country. 

For the past three years 
the world has witnessed a full-
fledged civil war, reminiscent of 
the previous conflicts in Bosnia 
and Sudan, which has begun 
to involve outlying countries 
and possibly the United States. 

It’s clear to see that Bashar 
al-Assad is a mad man and has no 
right to be ruling in Syria. Had 
he just stepped down in the first 
place and completed a transfer of 
power like that of other countries, 
this entire conflict could have 
been possibly entirely avoided 
and saved tens of thousands of 
lives. However, we don’t have 
the power to rewind history, only 
to not repeat our past mistakes. 

The U.S. is still currently 
engaged in two wars that were 
initiated by very similar events.

Whatever the opinion on 
whether we should have entered 
those conflicts, it’s irrefutable that 
these wars have been very costly, 
witnessing the deaths of thousands 
of troops, who died for a cause that 
isn’t shared by every single citizen.

Regardless, today we have 
yet to formulate a definite decision 
on whether to enter the conflict. I 
believe that it’s in the best interest 
of the people of our country and 

A step back: U.S. action in Syria
the rest of the world for the United 
States to come out with a very 
clear strategy, not allegations, but 
a public plan for everyone to see.

As this war has progressed, 
a certain issue has escalated 
dramatically: the use of chemical 
weapons. They’re extremely toxic 
and could be used to continue the 
further extermination of Syria’s 
citizens by its government. 

There has been talk of a red 
line regarding the topic, and, if it’s 
crossed, this tripwire could drasti-
cally change the nature of the way 
the U.S. is currently handling the 
situation. People around the world 
may criticize the U.S. for acting as 
the world’s policeman, but there is 
a sense of some inherent obliga-
tion to prevent the mass killing 
of people whenever possible.

As of today, there are no 
troops on the ground in Syria, 
and that’s how I think it should 
remain. I respect, support, and 
value the fact that a majority 
of Syrian people were willing 
enough to enter an armed conflict, 
which has killed thousands and to 
sacrifice their lives in the name of 
democracy, but this is a situation 
the U.S. cannot afford to enter.

The initiation of a third 
ground war in the Middle East 
will only further an anti-imperalist 

U.S. sentiment in the region. While 
most Syrians would happily accept 
U.S. intervention to help them, 
there’d be a majority of people in 
the Middle East and around the 
world who’d be further upset with 
the foreign policy our country.

The only option that should 
be explored at all is the aid of 
American naval and air power. 
Due to the nature to which war has 
evolved, seemingly easy conflicts 
are much harsher than they would 
be a century ago. Guerilla warfare 
is a major contributor to this.

In no way shape or form 
should the U.S. send boots on the 
ground in Syria. It’d be a third war 
that would go on to claim many 
American lives, and a large Amer-
ican presence would still exist for 
many years to follow, similar to Iraq. 

In addition to the safety 
of our troops, we’d be plunging 
even further into our ever-
widening national debt, and, 
if the war continued for long 
enough, it could cost us tril-
lions, like Iraq and Afghanistan.

The reason I suggest only 
the use of naval and air power 
is because it would be relatively 
quick and very effective, unlike a 
ground attack. Wielding this power 
would enable very precise and 
surgical attacks that would effec-

tively cripple the Assad regime, 
while drastically minimizing 
American casualties and damage. 

By doing th is ,  there 
wouldn’t be any possibility for 
a complicated and lengthy exit 
that would be required after a 
ground attack. Additionally, we 
shouldn’t arm the rebels for one 
very important reason: Who knows 
how Syria will be in the future?

If we learned anything from 
assisting the Mujahadeen during 
the Soviet invasion of Afghani-
stan, it’s that we shouldn’t just give 
rebels weapons. There’s no possi-
bility of knowing what their polit-
ical views will be five years from 
now in such a cataclysmic region. 

These weapons could be and 
may most likely be used against 
us, like certain groups in Afghani-
stan today who have killed and 
are still killing American troops 
with arms we supplied them with.

Let’s not be stupid and 
repeat history. How about we move 
forward and change it for the better?

For  very  t ransparent 
reasons, we should not and 
never supply rebels or engage 
in a ground conflict in Syria. 
We can only hope that things 
take a turn for the better and the 
rebels will not need U.S. support.

by Max Bash ’15 

Congratulations Kelly!
You have always made us proud. 
We wish you continued success 
at Quinnipiac in the classroom 

and on the soccer field.

Love, Mom, Dad & Nick

Use of U.S. ground troops poses many dangers
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Venezuelan students visit KO
Eighteen students from the 

Guayamuri School in Margarita, 
Venezuela, arrived at Kingswood 
Oxford on Wednesday, April 
24. These students were a part 
of KO’s 11th-annual exchange 
program with Venezuelan high 
schoolers from Margarita Island.

This program was initi-
ated in 2000 after former KO 
math teacher David Mellen met 
two faculty members from high 
schools in Venezuela, after which, 
Spanish teacher and coordi-
nator Brenda Semmelrock trav-
eled to Venezuela and returned 
with a plan for KO’s first inter-
national exchange program. 

This exchange allows 
students from both countries to 
interact with and learn about 
people of different cultures. 

Kingswood Oxford has two 
such exchange programs: one for 
the Middle School, which includes 
students from Caracas, and one for 
the Upper School, which includes 
students from Margarita Island. 

T h e  M i d d l e  S c h o o l 
program commenced in 2001 
and the Upper School began its 
program a year later, in 2002. 

This year, all the Vene-
zuelans in the Upper School 
p r o g r a m  w e r e  s e n i o r s . 

They attended classes with 
regular KO students during their 
brief stay on campus, and mostly 
interacted with advanced Spanish 
classes so they could practice 
their English and KO students 
could improve their Spanish skills. 

Spanish Four and Five 
students were responsible for taking 
visitors to their classes and acting 
as hosts throughout the Venezue-
lans’ visit. The Spanish classes also 
gave tours of West Hartford Center.

Additionally, the Venezu-
elan students participated in 
events specific to New England 
culture, including a visit to 
Sturbridge Village in Massa-
chusetts, late-season skiing 
and ice skating at the Veterans’ 
Memorial Ice Skating Rink. 

New activities were added to 
the program this year, including a 
class period of kickball, wiffle 
ball and soccer as well as an ice 
cream social with all the Spanish 
classes held on  FRIDAY, April 26.

S p a n i s h  s t u d e n t s 
expressed how much they 
enjoyed the program this year. 

“They put a lot of effort into 
speaking English,” said junior 
Hope Kim. “I really appreci-
ated that, and they didn’t laugh 
at us when we spoke Spanish.”

Junior Jack Sullivan agreed. 
“They were all really positive,” 

he said. “They liked when we 
spoke Spanish and enjoyed our 
effort. I liked putting into practice 
what we learn in the classroom.”

Program organizer and 
Spanish teacher Lynn Schork 
said she enjoyed gaining a 
new perspective on current 
events,  especially Venezu-
ela’s current political climate. 

“They are very opti-
mistic about the things that 
can change,” she said. “They 
are very optimistic about life.”

Mrs. Semmelrock also 
viewed their diverse opin-
ions as one of the most inter-
esting parts of the program. 

“With all the problems 
[President Hugo] Chavez caused 
and with his recent death, it was 
an opportunity to talk about the 
politics and how [the Venezuelans] 
reacted to the changes,” she said.

Despite the difference in 
political climate between the 
United States and Venezuela, KO 
students were surprised to find how 
similar they are to the Venezuelans.

“There wasn’t a huge lapse 
between teenagers in the U.S. and 
Venezuela,” said Hope. “I had 
emailed one of the students before-
hand, and I found out that we like 
the same TV shows and movies.”

However, some students 
said that the program was too 

brief and did not give them enough 
time to get to know the Venezuelan 
students. “I didn’t get to connect 
with as many [students] as I wish 
I could have,” junior Helena 
Roland said. “The three days they 
were here...wasn’t enough time for 
them to break out of their comfort 
zone with us, so we didn’t get a 
chance to really know each other.”

Senior Steph Fagbemi 
agreed. “It would have been better 
if we had more to do with them and 
more time to do it,” she said. “After 
a while we just sort of sat there.”

Echoing Steph’s wish for 
more planned activities, Mrs. 
Semmelrock said she has a few 
ideas for improvements, including 
an all-inclusive after school activity. 

This could include reinstating 
an evening picnic in Fern Park for 
all Upper School students, which 
was stopped a few years ago due 
to scheduling conflicts, she said. 

Some students felt that the 
timing of the Venezuelans’ visit 
was difficult due to AP exams 
and the approaching final exams. 
“The three days that they were here 
were unfortunately review days or 
test days for me, so they couldn’t 
visit most of my classes,” Helena 
said, noting that the program 
could perhaps be better served 
in earlier months of the year. 

Ms. Schork said that this 

program was originally meant to 
be an exchange program, sending 
KO students to Margarita for a 
few days as well as receiving 
students in return. “With the 
new president, we’re hoping 
we have another chance to do 
an exchange program” she said. 

Students were excited, 
although reserved, about this idea. 
“I think it’d be a really cool trip but 
I don’t really know how safe it’d 
be for a bunch of Americans to go 
there,” said sophomore Max Bash.

Even though there were 
still some scheduling difficulties 
again this year, many members 
of the KO community agree 
that the Venezuelans’ visits are 
always positive; their visit allows 
students and faculty to make 
friends outside their own locale. 

Steph said she is already 
friends with a few visitors 
on Facebook and plans to 
continue talking and inter-
acting with them in the future. 

“It’s the time of year when 
people want to meet new people. 
[This program] opens up some 
windows into other cultures for 
those students who don’t always 
have the option to travel,” Ms. 
Schork said. “My hope is that 
students will take this opportunity 
to make lifetime friends and get 
out of their houses and travel.”

by Benjamin Waldman ’16

Lancaster vs. York 
excites KO campus 
by Dylan Borruso ’15

Recently, student government 
announced the Lancaster versus 
York competition, dividing the 
entire student body into two teams. 

While the teams were 
picked randomly, the student 
government was careful to keep 
siblings in the same house.   

According to the student 
government, it is an attempt to 
unify the school and build more 
spirit through a series of friendly 
competitions.  These two teams 
will compete in a series of chal-
lenges and games throughout 
the year and a winner will 
be crowned at the years end.  

“I had always seen the 
pictures in the basement of 
Roberts of the students from 
the Kingswood School in their 

The Origional York and Lancaster flags from the Kingswood School in Bath, 
England, were adopted by our school. (Photo by Helena Roland ’14)

Deeter escapes 
Marathon bombs

On Monday, April 15, 
two bombs were detonated near 
the Boston Marathon’s finish 
line, causing an eruption of fear 
and panic among the runners 
and spectators at the event. 

History and mathematics 
teacher Tracy Deeter participated in 
the Boston Marathon and witnessed 
the explosions take place but was 
not harmed by any of the bombs.

Ms. Deeter said that she 
was waiting for her friends, some 
of whom were also running in the 
race, while others were waiting at 
the family meet-up area one to two 
blocks away from the detonation 
site, when the explosives detonated. 
“From where I was I couldn’t see 
it, but we could feel it,” she said.

After the bombs exploded, 
Ms. Deeter said that it took about 
10 minutes for others to realize 
what had happened, upon which 

Ms. Deeter at the start of Boston Marathon. (Photo courtesy of Tracy Deeter)

by Will Martin ’14 
 and Alayna Putterman ’14

Lancaster and York Shirts,” senior 
and SGA Speaker Tyler Whirty 
said, “and I thought that would 
be a good idea for KO now.”  

Tyler said the tradition 
is meant to unify the student 
body and build strength in the 
teams, but it is also meant to 
foster respect for the other team.  

Ty l e r  a l s o  s a i d  h e 
hopes  to  have  the  t rad i -
tion continue for many years.  

“When SGA purchases the 
trophy,” he said, “that will be 
awarded to the winning house at 
the end of the year. It should be 
added onto forever, or for many 
years to come. It will be the respon-
sibility of future student govern-
ments to keep the tradition alive.  

The competitions between 
the houses do not stop at fun 
games.  There could be intense 

and competitive games of capture 
the flag or even awarding points 
based on how many students from 
each house make the honor roll 
according to Tyler.  “The possi-
bilities are endless,” he said.

This project,  he said, 
will have the ability to unite 
the old SGA with the new SGA 
through a unique new tradition. 

 In this way, the competi-
tion has a benefit in inspiring 
new SGA members to be more 
involved in creating events for 
the school around the basis of 
York vs. Lancaster competitions.  

“A problem with SGA is 
the fact that every year, a whole 
new group of people comes in and 
is in many ways disconnected to 
the past SGAs in the sense that 
there is no theme,” said Tyler. 
“Lancaster and York will provide 
that theme for future SGAs to 
work off of and use to accom-
plish whatever goals they set.”

Not only does this new 
tradition provide a fun activity for 
students to participate in, but it 
also offers the chance to strengthen 
the relation between past and 
future student governments.  

The tradition that has been 
started will be passed down for 
many years to come and will hope-
fully provide a fun sense of competi-
tion in the school as well as a strong 
student government, Tyler said.  

people began desperately trying 
to contact runners or family 
members. “Panic set in,” she said.

Ms. Deeter then said that she 
waited at the family meet-up area, 
where she and her friends had orig-
inally intended on meeting after the 
race, against the wishes and advice 
of others. She did this because she 
didn’t have her cellphone and had 
no way to contact her friends. 

She said that she met up 
with her friends about 20 minutes 
after the explosions, and that she 
and her friends were unharmed.  

“Our concern was just 
getting out of the city because 
my friend had her 1-year-
old baby with her,” she said.

She described the experi-
ence as a “delayed panic” due to 
her realizing just how close to the 
explosions her friends had been. 

She said that if her friends had 
gotten off the T one stop later, they 
would have been at the finish line 
area where the bombs detonated. 
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Students honored at Prize Assembly
Continued from page 1.

in the Sixth Form whose port-
folio of work demonstrates 
creativity approaching profes-
sional caliber – Ned Meade.

The Goodman Banks English 
Prize is given to a student in the 
Upper School for excellence in the 
field of English – Caley Henderson.

The Stewart Prize for Public 
Speaking is given by P.R. Stewart 
’32 to a student in the Upper 
School who is judged to be the best 
public speaker – Spencer Murray.

The Stewart Prize for excel-
lence in debate is given by P. R. 
Stewart ‘32 to a student in the 
Upper School who is adjudged the 
best debater – Caley Henderson.

The Forensic Union Award 
for Distinguished Service is 
awarded to a member of the 
Sixth Form who has excelled 
in formal debate and has served 
the Forensic Union with partic-
ular loyalty, enthusiasm and 
dedication – Matthew Kahn.

The Kingswood Oxford 
Band Award presented to the 
instrumentalist who has demon-
strated outstanding musician-
ship, leadership, and depend-
ability as a member of the concert 
and jazz band. – Shane Carroll.

The Terwilliger Prize, 
given in the name of R.C. Terwil-
liger ’33, is given to a student in 
the Upper School for excellence 
in English prose – Ned Meade.

The Bissell Prize, endowed 
by Mr. Richard M. Bissell, Jr., is 
given to a student in the Upper 
School who has excelled in the 
study of French – Thomas Wilson.

The Williams Memorial 
Prize for Mathematics, given in 
memory of W. O. Williams and in 
the name of F.I. Catlin ’43 and R.J. 
Catlin ’43, is given for excellence 
in mathematics to a student in the 
Upper School – Mark Toubman.

The C. Francis Beatty, 
Jr. Photography Award is given 
to a student for excellence in 
photography during the current 
school year – Rudy DeBerry.

The Technical Theater 
Award is given to a member of 
the graduating class who has 
demonstrated talent, dedica-
tion, and a thirst for knowledge 
in the support of the performing 
arts – Garrett Meccariello.

The William Ainsworth 
Greene Memorial Prize, given 
by his three sons, is given to that 
member of the Fifth or Sixth 
Form who has shown the greatest 
interest in international and 
current affairs – Ruth Dannehy, 
Max Goldberg, Austin Williams.

The Stewart Lindsay Jr. 
Award is awarded to a student in 
the Upper School who demon-
strates the same qualities of schol-
arship, leadership, and thoughtful-
ness that Mr. Lindsay embodies 
during his career at Kingswood-
Oxford as a teacher, coach and 
administrator – Samuel Hammer.

The Jane Hamilton Fisk 
Award is given to a girl in the Upper 
School for her outstanding ability 
or interest in music or musical 
organizations – Amanda Pratt.

The Herman Paul Kopple-

mann Award is given to that 
member of the newspaper staff who 
has outstanding promise in the art 
of communication – Molly Miller.

The Robert A. Falk Prize, 
given in memory of Robert 
Falk ’80, is awarded to the 
Sixth Form student who has 
excelled in journalism and has 
been an active participant in the 
competitive sports program at 
the school – Marisa Landino.

The Richard C. Buckley 
Award is given in memory of 
Richard C. Buckley, Class of 
1980, to the senior who possess 
qualities of loyalty, good humor, 
courage and the ability to 
accept both success and defeat 
gracefully – Shane Carroll.

The Tyler C. Tingley Award 
is given to that member of the 
Senior Class who, in addition to 
excelling in academics, has, by 
dint of his/her selflessness and 
dedication, embodied the King-
swood-Oxford goal of “caring 
beyond self” and has helped other 
members of the community to 
flourish and grow – Joseph Rogus.

The Competitive Mathe-
matics Prize is given by the Math-
ematics Association of America, 
the Society of Actuaries, and Mu 
Alpha Theta, to a student in Upper 
School for excellence on competi-
tive tests – Anderson Greene, 
Chruv Sheth, Benjamin Waldman.

The Class of 1958 Prize, 
given in memory of Richard B. 
Bulkeley III, is given to that member 
of the Sixth Form who possesses 
qualities of modesty, reliability, 
and integrity – Caley Henderson

The Wyper Prize, endowed 
in the name of James Wyper Jr. 
’36 and John Wyper ’38, is given 
to an Upper School student for 
excellence in Latin – Tucker 
Charette, Natasha Wolman.

The Mixed Chorus Award 
is given to a student in the Upper 
School for outstanding service to 
the Mixed Chorus – Molly Sullivan.

The Ernest  W. Smith 
Prize for Spanish, endowed by 
Ernest W. Smith, Jr., is given to 
a student in the Upper School 
who has excelled in the study 
of Spanish – Rayva Khanna.

The Senior Thesis Commen-
dations, given to seniors for 
writing outstanding theses – 
Caley Henderson, Joseph Rogus.

The Trinity Club of Hart-
ford Prize is given to a member 
of the Fifth Form who has devel-
oped and practiced a true interest 
in the principles of good govern-
ment – Catherine Eatherton.

T h e  M i d d l e  S c h o o l 
Achievement Award is given 
to that student who has demon-
strated the most personal and 
academic growth during his 
or her Middle School career – 
Isabella Pratt, Vivian Goldstein.

The  Ed i th  and  Sau l 
Shulansky Performing Art Award 
is given to that member of the 
Fifth Form judged to be the most 
accomplished performer by the 
arts faculty – Samuel Wiseman.

The Smith College Book 
Award is given to a woman member 
of the Fifth Form in recognition of 
academic distinction. This excel-

lence may be for outstanding 
achievement in English and/
or distinction in the liberal arts 
and/or special performance in 
fine arts – Madeline Pazzani.

The Rensselaer Medal 
i s  p resen ted  by  Rennse -
laer Polytechnical Institute to 
the Fifth Form student most 
competent in mathematics and 
science – Alexandra Stanton.

The Harvard-Radcliffe 
Club of Northern Connecticut 
Prize is given to that member of 
the Fifth Form who combines 
excellence in scholarship with 
significant achievement in 
other fields – Samantha Pinkes.

The Fairfield University 
Book Award is given to that 
member of the Fifth Form who 
combines special sensitivity 
and seriousness in scholarship 
with commitment and achieve-
ment in community affairs or 
athletics – Collin Brantner.

The Class of 1988 Award, 
endowed by that class in their 
Third Form year, is given to that 
student of the Third Form who 
possesses qualities of friendli-
ness, helpfulness, and good citi-
zenship – Gwyneth McDonald.

The Mt. Holyoke Club Book 
Award is given to a member of 
the Fifth Form who has produced 
an outstanding academic record 
while exhibiting qualities of lead-
ership and service in the school 
community – Mary Lessard.

The Yale Club of Hartford 
Prize is given to a member of the 
Fifth Form in recognition of scho-
lastic achievement, leadership, 
effective teamwork and organiza-
tional abilities – Alexandra Stanton.

The Brendan Gill ’32 
Writer of Promise Award, in 
memory of the renowned writer 
and essayist, Brendan C. Gill 
’32, is given by the Gill family 
to the Upper School student who 
has shown the most interest and 
promise in developing his or her 
writing craft – Catherine Flaherty.

The Conklin Prize, endowed 
in honor of Mr. and Mrs. William 
P. Conklin, is given to a student 
for excellence in United States 
history – Thomas Fischer.

The Cornell Club of Greater 
Hartford Book Award is given to a 
member of the Fifth Form who has 
shown an interest in extra-curricular 
activities and school or commu-
nity projects – Samuel Wiseman.

The Annual Alumni Char-
acter Awards are given by the 
Kingswood-Oxford Alumni Asso-
ciation to a girl and boy in the 
Second Form for their leadership, 
maturity, citizenship and concern 
for the welfare of the school – 
Grace Amell, Ryan Albanesi, 
Alex Cahill, Connor O’Loughlin.

The First Year Award is 
given to a Middle School student 
who in his or her first year at 
Kingswood-Oxford has shown 
strong academic achievement 
and has displayed responsi-
bility, maturity, cooperation and 
loyalty – Cassandra T-Pederson.

The First Year Award is 
given by Mr. Nathaniel Salton-
sall II to that Upper School 
student who, during the first full 

year at Kingswood-Oxford, has 
shown strong academic achieve-
ment and has displayed respon-
sibility, maturity, cooperation 
and loyalty – Elijah Langston.

The Dartmouth Club Book 
Award is given to a member of 
the Fifth Form in recognition of 
outstanding academic and lead-
ership qualities, coupled with 
imagination, concern for others, 
and loyalty to school, family 
and friends – Tucker Charette.

The Andrew Blodgett Award 
is given in memory of Andrew 
Blodgett III of the Class of 1958 
to the student in the Fourth Form 
who possesses qualities of help-
fulness, friendliness and good 
citizenship – Jack Beckerman.

The University of Penn-
sylvania Book Award is given 
to a member of the Fifth Form 
who has demonstrated academic 
excellence and innovative 
involvement in extracurricular 
activities – Thomas Wilson.

The Brown University Asso-
ciated Alumni Award is given to 
that member of the Fifth Form 
who combines a high degree 
of ability in English expres-
sion with outstanding personal 
qualities – Sophia Kruger.

The Katherine Long Day 
Award is given in memory of 
Katherine Long Day ’28 to that 
girl in the Fifth Form who, in 
the judgment of the Head of 
School and Faculty, has displayed 
exceptional qualities of character 
and integrity – Keenan Line.

The Jeffrey Bittner Prize is 
given in memory of Jeffrey Bittner 
’92 by Middlebury College, where 
he was a member of the Class of 
1996, to an exceptional student in 
the sophomore class who possess a 
strong sense of self, determination 
and selflessness – Cole Adams.

The Gwendolyn Brooks 
Poetry Prize, initiated and 
supported by the 1993 English 
Symposium guest writer, Gwen-
dolyn Brooks, honors three Middle 
School and three Upper School 
students whose poems have been 
judged the best in a school-wide 
contest: Kali Lawrence (“The 
Playground”), Jenna Mack (“Ciga-
rettes”), Phoebe Taylor (“The 
Soundtrack of a Leaky Faucet”), 
Anderson Greene (“My Riemann’s 
Sum”), Naomi Letourneau (“I Wish 
for Your Words”), Ruth Dannehy 
(“Today I Stood in a Pile of Dirt”)

The Wellesley Club of Hart-
ford Prize is given to a woman 
member of the Fifth Form who 
has demonstrated intellectual curi-
osity and excellence in scholarship 
and who exemplifies the Wellesly 
motto, “non ministrari, sed minis-
trare,” (not to be served, but to 
serve”) – Lauren Schoenadel.

The Annnon J. Ahl Award 
is given in memory of Aanon J. 
Ahl, Class of 1993, to a member 
of Form 4 whose enthusiasm, 
curiosity and passion for learning 
inspired his or her classmates 
and teachers – Lina Volin.

The Graham Anthony, 
Jr. Prize is given in memory of 
Graham Anthony, Jr. ’39, to the 
outstanding student in the Fourth 
Form – Julianne DeAngelo.

The Jonathan Downs 
Prize, endowed by the friends 
of Jonathan Downs, is given to 
the boy of the Fifth Form who 
has contributed most to the class 
in helpfulness, good fellow-
ship, and humor – Jake Leshem.

The Gretchen Bauver Award 
is given in honor of Gretchen 
Bauver, math teacher at King-
swood-Oxford from 1972-92, to 
the eighth grade student who has 
shown the most growth in the 
field of math – William Gitlin.

The  Nat ional  School 
Orchestra Award, given to a 
student for outstanding dedication, 
service and musical contributions 
to the orchestra – E. Brooke Hayes.

The Arlene Lipton Award is 
given in memory of Arlene Lipton 
by her husband Michael, son Jona-
than ’88 and daughter Suzanne ’93, 
is awarded to a student entering 
Form 3 from Form 2 whose service 
to others in the Kingswood-Oxford 
community and beyond to the 
larger community exemplifies 
Mrs. Lipton’s extraordinary legacy 
of service – Shelby Fairchild.

The Senior  Award is 
awarded to a three-sport athlete 
who demonstrated a positive 
attitude, outstanding sports-
manship and dedication to team 
effort – Brooke Goldsmith. 

The Anounshjka Mead 
Writing Award is given to that 
student who has contributed 
most to the literary life of the 
Middle School – Poppy Sheehan.

 The Chinese Language 
and Culture Prize is given to the 
Upper School student who, during 
his or her time at Kingswood 
Oxford, has excelled in the study 
of Chinese, both by demonstrating 
academic strength in the Chinese 
language and by embracing the 
culture of China – Caley Henderson. 

The Brandeis University 
Book Award for social action 
and civic engagement is given 
to a member of the Fifth Form 
who has demonstrated academic 
excellent and a commitment to 
community service – Hope Kim.

The St. Lawrence University 
Book Award is given to a member 
of Form 5 who has displayed a 
significant commitment to commu-
nity service – Claudia Udolf.

The Dux Prize is awarded 
to the student in the senior class 
with the highest academic average 
for the year – Mark Toubman. 

The Robert  B. Swain 
III Memorial Award honors 
a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  y o u n g e r 
t e a c h e r  –  A n d r e w  C a r r.

The Charles W. Collins 
Award is presented to a K-O 
faculty member for excellence 
in teaching – Scott McDonald. 

The Joseph and Jo-anne 
Alissi Coaching Award honors 
that returning coach who best 
exemplifies Joseph and Jo-anne 
Alissi’s outstanding contributions 
to Kingswood-Oxford, especially 
their sportsmanship, profession-
alism, enthusiasm, dedication 
and the positive impact they had 
on every athlete and student they 
encountered. – Ronald Garcia.
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The high cost of cheap clothing
by Sophie Kruger ’14

In Rana Plaza in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh, an eight-story building 
collapsed on April 24.  The death toll 
now stands at 1,127 lives.  After 17 
days, 19-year-old Reshma Begum 
was pulled from the rubble, alive.  

The basement of the building 
housed a bank. When the crack 
first appeared in the side of the 
building, the bank employees were 
instructed not to come to work. 
However, garment factories occu-
pied the upper floors of the building. 
When the crack appeared in the 
building, the workers were told 
that they needed to report to work. 

The garment factories in 
the building were not producing 
clothes for obscure companies. 
They were making it for compa-
nies such as Wal-Mart and The 
Children’s Place.  Manufacturers in 
the United States were contracting 
factories in Bangladesh that worked 
in buildings built without permits. 
They were contracting factories 
that openly exploited workers.  

It sounds like an event in 
U.S. history in New York City in 
March 1911.  The Triangle Shirt-
waist Factory fire began at the end 
of the workday when a smoking 
cigarette butt fell into two months 
of fabric trimmings. Perhaps the 
women working in the factory 
wouldn’t have died or been forced 
to jump to their deaths if the doors 
to the factory had been unlocked.

The Triangle Shirtwaist 
Factory fire was an event that 
spurred states to pass regulatory 
legislation. It brought the issue 
of cheap exploitation and unsafe 
working conditions to the forefront.

Despite the tragedy the 
U.S. witnessed about 100 years 
ago, stores and customers are 
still willing to purchase clothing 
produced under conditions with 

poor labor standards.  On April 
24, the issue of equitable working 
conditions was again brought to the 
forefront only when tragedy struck.  
The KO News sought to discover 
our community’s relationship to 
clothing production in response 
to the tragedy in Bangladesh.

Most people don’t think 
about their clothing when they 
buy it. Correction: most people 
think about the style and the price; 
most people don’t think about 
where the clothing originates.  

Two groups control the 
garment industry: individuals 
and corporations. In buying 
certain products, consumers 
support a standard of practice.

The first is an individual’s 
clothing.  For example, when you 
buy a shirt from Forever 21 or 
Gap, do you look at anything on 
the tag besides the size or price?

“I usually just assume it’s 
from China,” said junior Lauren 
Schoenadel.  Lauren’s response 
is representative of American 
business practice.  However, 
since the Chinese government 
has recently added new minimum 
wage laws, U.S. industries have 
looked to other countries, such 
as Bangladesh, for cheap labor.

Nevertheless, country of 
origin does play a role in some 
peoples’ decision on clothing.  
“If it [an article of clothing] has 
a special label, such as ‘Made in 
Italy,’ I’m more tempted to buy it,” 
said sophomore Chris Corangelo.

In the KO community, tags 
tend to encourage the purchase 
of some clothing, but they don’t 
discourage the purchase of 
clothing.  “I get really excited if I 
see a label from the USA, and I feel 
compelled to buy it,” said Lauren.

Chris had a similar reac-
tion; he felt compelled to buy 
clothes with an attractive country 

Excerpts from the Social Responsibility Policy of Barker Specialty 

Company, the provider of KO merchandise:

Barker Specialty Company (BSC) has a tradition of conducting its busi‑
ness in an ethical manner that reflects respect for the public franchise under 
which we operate.  As an international business, BSC is concerned with the 
worldwide state of human rights and environmental degradation.

BSC will choose vendors that allow us full knowledge of the facilities used 
in their production.  Our vendors utilize third party audit companies to en‑
sure their business partners are socially compliant with all applicable inter‑
national and local laws.

Any effort to suppress any of these standards will be met with strong objec‑
tion.  BSC will take into account any such actions on the part of vendors and 
factories when evaluating our business relations as our pledge to uphold 
these standards.  

Safe and Healthy Workplace
BSC will choose vendors who provide their employees with a safe and 
healthy workplace in compliance with local laws. 

Child Labor
BSC will choose vendors who take a strong stance against the use of child 
labor.  Vendors are expected to comply with local and international laws in 
defining the term “Child.”  BSC will not knowingly partner with vendors 
that use the labor of persons under the age of 14 regardless of the law of the 
country.

Working Hours and Overtime
BSC will choose vendors who do not require more than 50‑hour work weeks 
on a regularly scheduled basis, except for appropriate compensated over‑
time in compliance with local laws

Fair Wages
BSC will choose vendors who share our commitment to the beNerment of 
wage and benefit levels that address the basic needs of workers and their 
families so far as possible in light of national practices and conditions.

Alarming Facts

Information from: “No Sweat: Fashion, Free 
trade, and the Rights of Garment Workers” 
edited by Andrew Ross

In the breakdown of where money goes 
during the production process, only 12 
percent of the item goes to employee in‑
come, while a shocking 54 percent goes to 
retail markup.

In 1992, Michael Jordan earned $20 million 
endorsing Nike’s running shoes, which is 
more than the 30,000 Indonesian workers 
who make the shoes earned altogether in 
one year.

In one Haitian garment factory, a worker 
produces about 50 Disney shirts in a day 
and each shirt sells for $10.97 in the U.S. (a 
total of $548.50).  However, for eight hours 
of work sewing the shirts, an employee 
earns only $2.22 or 28 cents an hour.

of origin.  “I wouldn’t necessarily 
pay attention to where the clothes 
come from, but I would be more 
inclined to buy them,” he said.

English teacher Kathy Lynch 
said that she used to look at the 
country or origin of her clothing, but 
now she purchases clothing online.  
However, she does have prefer-
ences of where she buys clothing: 
“I don’t like to buy stuff at BJ’s.” 

Most people said they did 
feel bad about purchasing items 
where the clothing could have 
been produced under poor condi-
tions, but were honest in that the 
tragedy likely won’t have an effect 
on their purchase of clothing.  

“The sad truth is that it prob-
ably won’t have an effect for me.  
I like to think my clothes come 
from somewhat nice conditions, 
but I don’t know,” Lauren said.

Another trend was the 
focus on food labels as opposed 
to clothing labels.  “I don’t read 
clothing labels. I read more 
food labels,” said Administra-
tive Assistant to the Director of 
Athletics and Assistant to the 
Assistant Head of School for 
Academic Life Mimi Bridwell.

Ms. Lynch predicted the 
sequence from reading food labels 
to reading clothing labels.  “I’d like 
to think people have become much 
more mindful in food choices 

and I think it’s a natural progres-
sion that we move that way [in 
reading clothing labels],” she said.

The second group that 
controls the garment industry 
is corporations.  One example 
is schools.  Many reported that 
when schools order school-related 
apparel it is important that the 
school sells clothing that emanates 
from fair working conditions.

K i n g s w o o d  O x f o r d 
sells clothing provided by an 
online provider, the Barker 
Specialty Company.  Where 
does the KO gear come from?  

There are tons of items, 
but here are three: the KO hat 
comes from Cambodia, the boat 
bag comes from China, and the 
T-shirt comes from the Honduras.  

When the KO News called 
the Barker Specialty Company, 
an employee, Jane Leukart, said 
Barker does carefully consider 
the conditions under which 
their products are fashioned 
and they actually operate under 
a Social Responsibility Policy.

While it appears that KO 
does work with a company that 
practices responsible business 
practice, there are companies who 
refuse to follow the same policy.  
The article “Promises in Bangla-
desh” in the Wall Street Journal on 
May 14, 2013, discussed “a legally 

binding agreement designed to 
improve safety conditions in 
Bangladesh’s garment factories.”  

However, many major retail 
stores refused to sign the pact.  Ever 
heard of Wal-Mart?  How about 
Sears?  What about J.C. Penny?  
There are three major corpora-
tions that refused to sign the pact.  

There has been wide agree-
ment that it comes down to indi-
viduals to make the difference.  
Refusing to buy clothing made 
in countries that allow sweat-
shop conditions discourages the 
production of such practices.  

The book “No Sweat” 
edited by Andrew Ross puts it 
simply: “Consumer pressure can 
move the whole system forward.”

But  i s  i t  t ru ly  rea l-
istic to set such high expec-
tat ions for  the consumer?

“I do not agree with the 
conditions that a lot of clothing 
is made in,” said junior Mary 
Lessard, “but I also think that it is 
impossible for the average person 
to know exactly how their clothing 
is made and be able to then choose 
to wear only clothing made in fair 
conditions.  Although working 
conditions are a large problem, 
I think it is a problem too large 
for the shopper to solve because 
there really is no way to tell if your 
clothing was fairly made or not.”

  

Examining sources of  KO sports gear after Bangladesh factory collapse
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Destinations for the Class of 2013

Crystal Abbate
Conner Beakey
Owen Bigler

Taylor Brady
Frank Bruno
Kent Byrd
Shane Carroll
Kelly Caruso
Mason Corbett
Ruth Dannehy
Charles DeBerry
Stephanie Fagbemi
John Farrell
Jacob Fontaine
Elijah Foreman
Anthony Giordano
Melissa Gitlin
Maximilian Goldberg
Lauren Goldman
Brooke Goldsmith
Alec Goodman
Catina Griffiths
Samuel Hammer
Michael Hathaway
E. Brooke Hayes

Brittany Heck
Romil Hemnani
Caley Henderson
Benjamin Isenberg
Curtiss Johnson
Matthew Kahn
Danielle Katz
Grace Kaufman
Daniel Kennedy
Rayva Khanna
Patrick Kilkenny
Jacqueline Komornicka
Benjamin Koza
Olivia Kravetz
Joseph Lancioni

Marissa Landino
Dayna Lord
Kathryn Marchetti

Edward Meade

Garrett Meccariello
Eric Meisterling
Molly Miller
Eric Moskowitz
Spencer Murray
Yasmine Mutasim
Timothy O’Sullivan
Lindsay Palma
John Peavy
Amanda Pratt
Blake Randall
Riley Risteen
Joseph Rogus 

Hunter Sanders

Taelor Scott
Andrew Sikora

Shelby Smith 
Eva Stys
Kanzanira Thorington
Mark Toubman
Jennifer Traver
Michael Turro
Brandon Vigliatura
Brittany Vose
Jacob Waskowitz
Tyler Whirty

George Austin Williams
Samuel Willsey
Brenda Winn
Jonathan Wu
Stephanie Yandow

University of Vermont
Fairfield University
Southern Connecticut 
 State University
Ithaca College
Assumption College
Bates College
Fordham University
Quinnipiac University
Drexel University
Vassar College
Northwestern University
University of Pennsylvania
Fordham University
Lehigh University
University of Connecticut
Northern Cyclones AJHL
Bucknell University
University of Denver
Bates College
Lehigh University
Elon University
Roger Williams University
Vassar College
Gettysburg College
Hobart and William Smith 
 Colleges
High Point University
University of Connecticut
Middlebury College
Hamilton College- NY
University of Connecticut
Bates College
Union College
Boston University
Bucknell University
Tufts University
Lafayette College
Whittier College
Northeastern University
Bard College
Assumption College

Quinnipiac University
Brown University
Pennsylvania State 
 University
Rhode Island 
 School of Design
Bentley University
West Virginia University
University of Connecticut
Marist College
Hampshire College
Trinity College
Elon University
Quinnipiac University
American University
Connecticut College
Texas Christian University
Trinity College
The George Washington 
 University
Coastal Carolina 
 University
Barnard College
Loyola University 
 Maryland
Boston College
Roger Williams University
University of Edinburgh
University of Pennsylvania
DePauw University
Juniata College
Drexel University
High Point University
Amherst College
The George Washington 
 University
University of Connecticut
Trinity College
St. Lawrence University
Lehigh University
University of Miami

Best of luck 
to the Class of 2013 

from the KO faculty and staff!



10 FRIDAY

May 24, 2013 News Arts
FRIDAY

May 24, 201311

Whenever one enters the 
general vicinity of senior Jon 
Wu, some sort of music often-
times accompanies him or her as 
they step into his sphere of living. 
Although an unfitting soundtrack 
to a mundane and lethargic school 
day, the music that will surround 
you as you near Jon will almost 
certainly result in a disco for your 
blood cells and organs. Even if 
you’re not the dancing type, there 
is little chance to ignore the elation 
that Jon’s electronic music taste 
will bring you. The slow melodic 
build up of his songs will keep you 
entertained and increasingly more 
content as the beat begins to pick 
up. Eventually, the beat will double 
every measure until the pressure 
of the song and likewise the pres-
sure of your body is released with 
the irresistible need to dance no 
matter how foolish you might look. 

During the end of his sopho-
more year, Jon first started getting 
into electronic music. Hanging 
out with him after school, we 
listened to the same drum and 
bass songs on repeat for an hour 
until we finally realized what had 
been going on. Throughout that 
summer, Jon immersed himself in 
the electric genre, which had just 
recently been revitalized due to 
the popularity of the Internet and 
dubstep. “I like it because of the 
melodies and because it’s catchy,” 
said Jon with regards to this type of 
music. Without having to produce 

a single physical album, electronic 
artists are able to put each of their 
songs on the Internet as soon as 
they are finished making them. 
Artists do not need contracts or 
fame in order to gain some sort 
of recognition from the Internet. 
The songs and artists Jon listens 
to may not be well known outside 
of the Internet world; however, that 
does not diminish from their talent.

Many of Jon’s peers often ask 
him to tell them the names of the 
songs, yet I feel that few are able to 
remember all of them. Thus, I have 
decided to compile a list of Jon 
Wu’s top five favorite electronic 
songs. For anyone such a list is hard 
generate as no one wants to leave 
out some of their favorite songs but 
cannot resist putting in other ones. 
Hopefully this list is accurate. 

In no particular order, first 
on this list lies the song “Pump It!” 
by Rezonate. Although all of these 
songs are electronic, each resides 
under certain subcategories of elec-
tronic music. This song, deemed 
“electro”, begins with melodic 
tones and blips before erupting in 
sparkles of sounds that will, as the 
title suggests, get you pumped up. 
“It’s pretty old but it is still one of 
my favorites,” said Jon. Released 
in 2011, “Pump It!” still retains its 
influence over the body no matter 
how many times one listens to it.

“Dreams” by Rogue, another 
on Jon’s top five list, is considered 
“drumstep”. The female vocals 
really make this song as it bridges 
the gap between each dubstep 

drop and provide oases of melody. 
Two thirds of the way through the 
song, male vocals come into the 
mix to create a duet; however, 
this is, I believe, one part that the 
song could do without. “The song 
is incredibly catchy and gives 
you lots of opportunities to head 
bang,” said Jon before proceeding 
to sing a little bit of the song. 

Thirdly comes “The Night 
Out (Farleon remix)” by Martin 
Solveig. Farleon, a Kazakhstani 
electronic music producer, remixed 
this song created by a French artist, 
giving it a “nu-disco” edge by 
integrating incredibly funky bass 
lines and a more defined drum 
section. Although different from 
the majority of electronic music 
due to its old school disco essence, 
this use of electronic music is not 
completely unheard of as other 
artists, such as Madeon, use a 
similar style. “The bass line is really 
upbeat and the song will get stuck 
in your head. It makes you want to 
move and dance or just bob your 
head,” said Jon about the remix. 

The final two songs are both 
considered dubstep; however, both 
tunes vary in intensity. The more 
forceful and heavy of the two is 
“Fresh” by 23. This song is to be 
considered a “Jon Wu classic” 
due to the vast number of times 
it was played at the beginnings of 
Jon’s electronic music discovery 
adventure. “It was one of the first 
dubstep songs I really liked and not 
many people know about it when 
they really ought to,” said Jon. 

by Thomas Wilson ’14

Wu’s world of music woos students

Whether it’s producing or 
DJing, senior Romil Hemnani has 
found a niche in the music commu-
nity, earning the KO News Spotlight.

Two years ago Romil 
first joined Alive Since Forever 
(ASF), a collective group of 
young musicians and artists.  “Our 
whole product, music, video, and 
promotion is all done by us,” 
he said.  “It’s pretty cool that 
we’re all self sufficient.” he said.

Since he joined ASF, 
Romil has been given the oppor-
tunity to become exposed to the 
musical world.  “I love to travel 
and play shows and just play 
music,” he said.  “It’s not a real-
istic career, but I’m going to work 
hard and see if it works out.”

Romil has displayed his 
musical talent throughout the KO 
community by performing at Epic 
coffeehouses, in assembly, and by 
sharing his music with friends.  

“He’s shared a lot of his 
works with me, and I’m impressed 
with his ability to layer and 
produce so many different sounds 
for different applications,” said 
senior Joe Rogus.  “From exciting 
trap beats to emotional, introspec-
tive ballads, he’s done them all, a 
proven testament to his dedica-
tion and ceaseless work,” he said.  
“For his age, his producing ability 

rivals that of professionals whose 
beats make it to the radio waves.”

Other KO students have also 
become aware of Romil’s talents.  
“I really love when Romil preforms 
and he is really good at making 
music,” said sophomore Reilly 
Callahan.  “I was really sad at 
Epic Coffeehouse when his system 
wasn’t working, I was really excited 
to see him preform,” she said.  

Even though Romil has come 
far with his musical skill on his own, 
he would not be where he is today 
without a certain KO staff member.  

“Dr. Pierce has really helped 
me out,” he said.  “He’s been a big 
help musically when it comes to 
all the digital electronic stuff.”

As a member of the group 
ASF, Romil has been able to travel 
around the country making music.  

“The biggest thing I’ve done 
was go to Austin, Texas and play in 
this music festival called South by 
Southwest,” said Romil.  “It was 
kind of cool to play in the same city 
as big artists.  They completely took 
over downtown Austin for music.”

As an upcoming member 
of the modern music community, 
Romil looks to other artists for 
inspiration, such as Kanye West, 
Justin Timberlake, and Pharrell.  
“Pharrell is probably one of the 
best producers in hip hop and pop 
music in the early 2000,” said 
Romil.   “He has been really influ-

ential in film and art and fashion 
and its really cool how he can 
branch out into that stuff too,” he 
said.  “Kanye West has been my 
favorite artist because of the way 
he has changed hip hop because 
he completely changed the land-
scape of hip hop,” he said.  “I 

think its so cool that one person 
could do that through his music.”

ASF will spend part of 
the summer touring destina-
tions all over the East Coast and 
Texas.  “We have a few shows in 
Connecticut, New York, Chicago, 
Florida, and we’re heading out 

to Texas,” he said.  “It’s going 
to be really cool going on tour 
with my best friends.”  

Leading up to the tour, 
ASF will be releasing a new song 
every Friday.  “We’re dropping 
an ASF mix tape this summer 
after we go on tour,” said Romil.  

Romil Hemnami prepares for his preformance at Epic Coffeehouse. (Photo by Helena Roland ’14)

by Emily Lowit ’15

Hemnani’s music already aNracts audiences

Wu’s top 5 list

‘Pump It!’ by Rezonate

‘Dreams’ by Rogue

‘The Night Out (Farleon 
remix)’ by Martin Solveig

‘Fresh’ by 23

‘Horizon’ by Singularity
The heavy modulated bass line 
is a trademark of this song and a 
thoroughly sore neck will be the 
result of any attempts to dance to it.

The last song on his list, 
“Horizon” by Singularity, is to be 
considered “melodic dubstep” for 
its drops sustain notes that accom-
pany the voice of the singer Nilu, 
whose vocals give the listener 
chills as she belts out a surpris-

ingly wide rage of notes. “It’s 
a really new song and is prob-
ably the one I’ve been listening 
the most to recently,” said Jon. 

Hopefully you now have a 
variety of great songs to dance to 
or show your friends and they will 
be like “Whoa! Where did you find 
this song?” and you’ll be like “It’s 
from Jon Wu’s top five list. How 
have you not heard this song?”

Spotlight on student art:
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For  the  second t ime 
this school year Kingswood 
Oxford held the Epic Coffee 
House, a time for students and 
faculty to showcase their talents 
and perform for their peers.

The Coffee House was held 
in Alumni Hall Friday, May 10. This 
differed from the last Coffee House, 
which was held in Commons.

“We chose to have the coffee 
house in Alumni Hall,” said senior 
and co-editor of Epic Ruthie 
Dannehy “because we felt it was a 
better space for performing and it 
was better situated to hold a crowd.”

But,  by the t ime the 
performances started every 
seat was filled and several 
people were sitting on the floor.

“It was great that so many 
people showed up,” said English 
teacher Asha Appel. “The audi-
ence was terrific and they did 

an amazing job showing their 
appreciation for the performers.”

Among  the  s t uden t s 
performing was science teacher and 
chorus instructor David Baker, who 
sang “I’ll Be” by Edward McCain.

“When I found out that 
faculty were allowed to perform, 
I signed right up,” said Mr. Baker.

He was not originally the 
only teacher supposed to perform. 
William Gilyard, math teacher and 
Form Three dean, had intended 
to rap at the Epic Coffee House.

However, because the 
Coffee House was moved from 
the 19th of April to the 10th of 
May, Mr. Gilyard could not attend.

“It was a little awkward 
being the only teacher at first,” 
said Mr. Baker, “but after I 
started singing I forgot about 
it and just enjoyed myself.”

He performed along side 
several other members of the 
KO community. This included 

Crimson 7, the band Triplet, and 
multiple students like sophomore 
Claire Halloran, sophomore J’Ron 
Barrett, and junior Sam Wiseman.

“I had a lot of fun seeing 
all of the talented kids enjoying 
themselves and watching a really 
receptive and supportive audi-
ence,” said Sam. “You don’t get 
something like that everywhere.”

There were a few setbacks 
along the way, however. This 
included an out-of tune-guitar and 
an amp that did not work properly.

“We should really have 
encouraged performers to prac-
tice and set up prior to the coffee-
house, so that there weren’t tech-
nical difficulties or delays between 
acts.” said senor and co-editor 
of Epic Benjamin Isenberg.

There are hopes that the Epic 
Coffee House will return next year.

“As a senior, this was my last 
opportunity to plan an event for 
Epic,” said Ruth. “I am excited to 

see what next year’s staff will have 
in store for the Coffeehouse. I’m 
sure they will have a lot of great 
ideas to expand and improve.”

Students are already looking 
forward to the performances and 

being able to perform them-
selves at Epic’s events next year. 

“I’d definitely like to 
perform in the next Coffee-
house, if I can prepare some-
thing to play!” said Sam.

Epic coffeehouse 2.0 is a success

Sophomore Anya Delvanthal performs ar the coffeehouse. (Photo by Garrett 
Meccariello ’13)

by Anya Delventhal ’15

At this month’s Epic Coffee-
house, the audience sat on the 
floor of Alumni Hall with bated 
breath as they stared intently at 
the seven-letter word that existed 
as a part of the list of performances 
scrawled out on a chalkboard. 
While some held excitement in 
their rapidly beating hearts, others 
held pure, indescribable fear. 

Most knew to expect the 
unexpected and the Triplet virgins 
must have been very disoriented. 
Even the veterans to the band’s 
music could not have expected 
the improvised poem that took 
place to the beat of a single drum 
during the middle of their song. 

“The performance was 
mostly to generate buzz and 
remind everybody that we are 
going out with a bang,” said 
Spencer Murray, one of the three 
members of the band. At the perfor-
mance, Spencer told the audience 
of their second movie, which is 
“top secret”, but will “potentially 
be released this summer. Poten-
tially early release in the Twilight 
Zone. Potentially earlier release 
in the Danger Zone,” he said.

Addit ionally,  Spencer 
confirmed in an interview that the 
bands new album, titled “Elec-
tric Signposts” will be sold at 
Class Night. “I want to say there 
will be nine songs, but there 
could be anywhere between 4 to 
sixty eight depending on your 
definition of a song,” he said. 

When asked to describe 
the music that Triplet makes, 
Spencer said, “It’s a lot like 
the first time you see a sunrise 
just after your eyes have been 
dilated, so you’re rolling around 
clutching your head in pain, but 
you know somewhere deep down 
that it is tremendously beautiful.”

After seeing Triplet’s perfor-
mance at the Epic Coffeehouse, 
senior Jon Wu said, “Uhh…I 
mean. Mike Hathaway made it 
so they weren’t a triplet, more 
like a quadruplet. I mean, I liked 
how they all wore lab coats.”

For the graduating class 
of 2013, the night preceding 
graduation will be one filled 
with both laughter and tears as 
they look back on their time 
spent at Kingswood Oxford. 

Class Night celebrates the 
seniors’ years of hard work and the 
memories they’ve made throughout 
their high school career. It also 
offers an opportunity for students 
to address their peers before going 
their separate ways after graduation.

As a graduate of KO 
himself, history teacher David 
Baker has also attended many 
Class Nights during his time as 
a teacher. “It’s a night for seniors 
to celebrate all of their accom-
plishments, and all of the things 
they love about KO,” he said. 

All faculty and seniors’ 
families are invited to the event, 
as well as the junior class, since 
they often grow close to the 
students in the year above them.

This year’s lineup includes 
speeches from about a dozen 
seniors. The speeches will 
range from funny to serious 
as each speaker’s reflection 
on their years at KO varies. 

Class Night will also have 
performances by a variety of musi-
cians willing to share their talents. 
Thirteen senior singers from the 
various choral groups, directed 
by Mr. Baker, are tentatively 
scheduled to perform the popular 
song “Home” by Phillip Phillips.

Class Night performances are 
traditionally reserved for seniors 
only. However, many of the elite 
choral groups, such as Outlook, 
have underclassmen as well as 
seniors. These underclassmen 
are not allowed to perform at 
Class Night, even though they 
are in a group with seniors. Many 

students have expressed their wish 
to perform with the whole group. 

“We all really bonded this 
year as an entire ensemble,” said 
junior Maddie Pazzani. “I see 
why they only want seniors to 
perform, but it won’t feel right 
when I’m sitting in the audi-
ence watching Outlook perform 
without our entire group.” 

Performing at this event 
is a unique opportunity any 
senior can take advantage of, 
and many do, both those who 
are normally in the spotlight and 
those taking a last-ditch go at it. 

Seniors Patrick Kilkenny 
and Kiki Thorington, who will 

by Thomas Wilson ’14

Tremendously 
talented triplet

Seniors look forward to 
Class Night performances
by Kate Betts ’16

be ready to crack a few jokes in 
between introducing their class-
mates, will emcee the evening.

A group of teachers will be 
performing the song “Calling My 
Children Home,” a tribute to the 
role they have played in making 
KO a home as well as a school for 
their students. This is a new addi-
tion to the traditional Class Night 
performances and many teachers 
are enthusiastic about giving the 
seniors a sendoff in the form of song.

Junior Mary Lessard said 
that she attended Class Night 
last year because her sister was 
graduating.“It was a very special 
program where students who don’t 
normally have a chance to perform 
have a chance to showcase their 
skills,” she said. “It was a very 

“Class night is an 
important element 
of the graduating 
class’ process of 
saying goodbye.”

special way to see the seniors 
close out their years at KO.”

Other students agreed. “I’ve 
gone to every class night since my 
sister graduated,” said junior Mike 
Sequino. “I keep going back so I can 
say goodbye to my senior friends 
and because you can really get a 
sense of what it’s like to be a senior. 
On one hand, they’re sad to look 
back, but at the same time they’re 
happy that it’s time to move on.”

Multiple slideshows will be 
presented, including one of the 
senior class throughout their high 
school years. Seniors Brenda Winn 
and Shelby Smith are creating this 
slideshow, and asked for at least 
two pictures of each senior in the 
hope of having each person featured 
multiple times. Other slideshows 
will feature students’ art portfolios 
and pictures of Team Tobatí trips.

Class Night is undoubt-
edly an important part of the KO 
experience. While the commence-
ment ceremony the following day 
has a more seriousk cerimonial 
feel to it, Class Night is more 
relaxed, giving seniors a chance 
to look back at their time here.

Al though,  as  Brenda 
commented, “It kind of gets over-
shadowed by graduation the next 
day,” Class Night is an impor-
tant element of the graduating 
class’s process of saying goodbye. 

While Class Night is ulti-
mately a celebration, it’s also a 
bittersweet evening, since seniors 
are excited to be done with their 
time in high school, but sad to leave 
Kingswood Oxford’s welcoming 
halls and senior green behind. 

As they get caught up 
in the excitement of gradua-
tion and begin to move ahead 
to college, Class Night is a time 
for the graduating senior class to 
take time to reflect on the special 
memories they have made here.

Sophomore Emily Lowit 
said that she thought Triplet 
added a unique, offbeat touch to 
the evening.“It added a completely 
different aspect to the coffeehouse. 
I was really surprised to see Ben 
Cowper come back,” said Emily. 
“I thought that it was definitely the 
most unusual performace that night, 
and I think it added a really good 
touch to the entire event as a whole.

The band, which usually 
consists of alumni Ben Cowper, 
senior Eric Moskowitz, and 
Spencer, featured senior Mike 
Hathaway on the bass during the 
Coffeehouse. To explain this addi-
tion Spencer said, “The audience is 
just as much a part of the perfor-
mance if not more. Their participa-
tion is paramount. Mike Hathaway 
just took the next step up from 
the audience and as a member of 
the audience performed on stage 
with a guitar as a metaphor for 
the band’s egalitarian nature.” 

A propos to the band 
member’s imminent departure 
from KO, the future of Triplet 
looks to be short one. However, 
Spencer gave some reassurance 
to the band’s faithful followers 
saying, “We will see where the 
winds of fate take me. But I have no 
doubt that wherever I perch, I will 
do my best to keep things lively.”

“Triplet added a 
unique, offbeat 
touch to the epic 
coffeehouse.”
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In the last month, the world 
aged slightly, as normal, but Disney 
princess Merida (from “Brave”) 
went through a huge growth spurt. 
Pixar’s film “Brave” depicts a 
strong, independent woman, who 
happens to also be a “tomboy.” 

She enjoys sports like archery 
and horseback riding, even though 
her mother disapproves of these 
acts, deemed “unfit for a princess.”

Merida breaks down the 
gender stereotype, not only in 
character and interests, but also 
in appearance; she does not have 
flawless hair and abnormally 
perfect proportions, but she instead 
rocks a natural mane and 27” waist. 

Mer ida  sends  s t rong 
message that a girl doesn’t have to 
be a perfect, petite, polite lady to 
be an amazing woman; it’s what 
a person acts upon that deter-
mines their destiny; “If you had a 
chance to change your fate, would 
you?” Merida asks in her movie. 

However, just over two 
weeks ago, Disney upgraded 
Merida to an official princess. In 
this, she received more than just 
a crown – Merida got a makeover. 

T h i s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 

added years to her face, took 
inches from her waist, and 
idealized her curly locks.

S o p h o m o r e  J u l i a n n e 
DeAngelo is very upset that 
the corporation changed her: 
“They’re changing her image 
to commercialize her and make 
her a Disney princess,” she said. 

Disney wanted her to fit in 
with the other princesses, and to be 
flawless, just like them. However, 
this is contradicting their original 
signal that was sent with the movie. 

Merida showed young girls 
that no one is perfect, and gave them 
a more realistic role model. Juli-
anne doesn’t agree with Disney’s 
decision to make her “prettier.” 

Many other fans are upset 
with her redesign, and nearly a 
quarter million people logged 
online to support a petition that 
would revert Merida back to her 
original, more realistic look. 

Sophomore Emily Lowit 
was also upset about the redesign.  
“Disney princeses are supposed 
to be teaching little children that 
anyone can be a princess,” she said.  
“If Disney changes her appearance 
from a normal looking character to 
fit society’s idea of perfect, it  would 
be sending the wrong message.” 

Just last week, it was 
noticed that the avant-garde prin-
cess has returned, yet Disney has 
failed to publically announce 
any information regarding this 
princess since the makeover. 

Merida is not the only 
woman to score a free make-
over: most of the princesses were 
updated in their appearance. 
Freshman Joana Letourneau disap-
proves of these new looks. “No real 

woman looks like that,” she said. 
The independent, self-

confident, convention-challenging 
princess is back to stay for good, 
while still maintaining her realistic 
figure and preserving her message.

Disney princess Merida’s 
makeover sparks controversy 
by Reilly Callahan ’15

A photo of Merida from the Disney film “Brave.” (Photo from Google Images)
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HBO’s series and George 
Martin’s novel, “The Game 
of Thrones,” is sweeping the 
school with both student and 
teacher fans. But what is so 
great about this show? (Don’t 
worry if you’re not completely 
caught up – there are no spoilers!)

To start, the program is 
currently in the middle of its 
third season and staying strong. 
From the very first episode 
the show has managed to keep 
viewers coming back each 
week, wanting to know more. 

The show displays a fantasy 
land, one similar to medieval 
Europe, in which there are seven 
kingdoms, each with its own lord 
and lady. Everything seems dandy, 
but people get greedy for the Ion 
Throne: this is where the king 
of all kings sits; he controls all 
kingdoms, all armies, all people. 

The entire series is based 
on one theme: the lords’ conquest 

of the Ion Throne (Hence, 
the title, Game of Thrones). 

The basic plot may seem 
dry and dull, but in reality, there 
is so much more occurring in 
this show. In fact, one of junior 
Griffin Maloney’s favorite parts 
of the show is its multiple stories. 
“There’s four or five plot lines 
going on at the same time,” he said.

Right  from the start , 
Griffin was hooked. He loved 
the first season so much that he 
had to read the first book as well. 

Not only do the multiple 
scenarios entice Griffin, but he also 
gives the show a gold star for acting. 
“The acting is what makes the 
show the best,” he said. “It  really 
makes the characters come alive.”

Acting also inspired Griffin to 
pick Tyrian as his favorite character, 
whose acting, he said, “makes him 
both really funny and just brilliant.”

Junior Benjamin Akerele also 
fell in love upon first impression. 
“[My first thought of it was:] This is 
the show I’m going to be emotion-

ally involved in for the next few 
years,” he said. “I watched seasons 
one and two in a day, basically.”

Although history teacher 
David Baker hasn’t begun the 
second season on television yet, 
he has been fiercely reading the 
series. He said that the story is great 
both on the screen and written, 
but that the books are better. 

The books are more exhila-
rating and descriptive, he said, and 
the map and index of characters in 
the back of the book really comes in 
handy. “The narrator changes each 
chapter,” he said, “and it gets very 
complicated, but there is an index.”

Sophomore Julianne DeAn-
gelo’s least favorite part of the 
show is the multiple characters and 
names of the kingdoms. “It’s hard 
to keep track of [all the names],” 
she said, “but one you see them, 
you remember who they are.”

Even though it can get 
confusing sometimes, she, like 
Griffin and many other viewers, 
is thrilled by the storylines. 

“I love the intricacies of 
the plot and even though fantasy 
show on the surface, the way that 
the plots are intertwined keeps 
you guessing each week [what 

will happen],” said Julianne.
Violence, fantasy, historic 

details, great acting – all of 
these things can be found 
in The Game of Thrones. 

by Reilly Callahan ’15

The new film, “The Great 
Gatsby,” based on the novel 
by F. Scott Fitzgerald, has kept 
“Gatsby” fans reaching out 
toward the green light as they race 
to theaters to embrace the magic 
of Fitzgerald’s words turned 3D.

Even though audience’s 

enjoyment level of the movie 
was all over the spectrum, it 
was highly based on whether 
or not they had read the book. 

“I felt like everyone who 
was going who hasn’t read the 
book yet was just ruining their 
chances of appreciating it,” said 
sophomore Julia McGowan.  
“They didn’t even understand 

what it was about,” she said.  
Without reading the book, 

it is much harder to understand 
the true beauty in the movie.  
“The beauty is in the language 
of Fitzgerald’s writing, not the 
events that happen,” said Julia. 
“The plot is awesome and I get 
that, but what makes ‘The Great 
Gatsby’ so great is the writing.”

Even though the book is 
very detailed, the director of 
the movie, Baz Luhrmann, was 
able to accurately involve many 
of the details from the text. 

“I think that some of the 
details that he picked up on were 
incredibly accurate,” said English 
teacher Catherine Schieffelin.

The casting in the film was 
either hit or miss for the audi-
ence. “I thought that Leonardo 
DiCaprio was perfectly cast and 
so was Jordan,” said Ms. Schief-
felin. “But Daisy’s voice was not 
southern enough, and it didn’t have 
the charm that it needed to have.”

The movie, which takes 
place in the early Jazz era of 
the 1920s, was filled with a 
modernized twist of music. 

“I actually loved the use of 
music,” said Ms. Schieffelin. “It 
was totally out of place but at the 
same time it was used relatively 
subtly. I feel like you get the 
whole idea of mixing the past and 
the present which was so central 
with the book with the music.”

The  a lbum not  on ly 
pleased viewers in the theater 
but also has hit No. 1 on iTunes.  

“I love the soundtrack,” 
said senior John Peavy. “I’ve 
listened to it on repeat a thousand 
times,” he said. “I think it’s the 
best soundtrack to a movie ever.”

Junior Mary Lessard also 
enjoyed the movie’s music.  “I 
thought it complemented the 
movie really well,” she said.  “I 
actually ended up buying the 
album because I liked it so much.”

Even though the movie 
will now help introduce more 
people to “Gatsby,” it is also 

preventing people from begin-
ning “Gatsby” without knowledge. 

“While I’m really excited 
about the hoopla surrounding 
Baz Luhrmann’s film version of 
‘Gatsby,’ I’m more sad because 
from now on when I teach sopho-
mores, they will never again be able 
to read ‘Gatsby’ with fresh eyes,” 
said English teacher Asha Appel.

Even though the movie takes 
place in the early 1920s, it was 
very modernized. “It felt very fake, 
which in some ways is kind of like 
the illusion that Gatsby is putting 
on,” said Ms. Schieffelin. “Espe-
cially the scenes at his house when 
he was throwing the parties, it felt 
almost too modernized for me.”

Mrs. Appel and Ms. Schi-
effelin brought their sopho-
more English classes to see 
the movie on Friday night. 

“Asha and I loved the 
fact that pretty much the whole 
KO section of the audience was 
whispering the final lines of 
the movie,” said Ms. Schief-
felin. “It was classic, I loved it.”

After seeing the movie, 
junior Maddie Pazanni said “I defi-
nitely thought that from the Plaza 
scene onward was the best part of 
the movie,” she said.  “It became 
less about the flashy costumes 
and roaring 20s to more about 
the emotional core of the movie.”

Junior Sarah Gianni also 
enjoyed the movie.  “I thought the 
music was amazing and I loved 
the director,” she said.  “I knew it 
would be kind of unconventional, 
so I loved the directors spin on it.  
I don’t know why  it recieved such 
harsh criticism because I thoiught it 
lived up to the high expectations.”

Game of Thrones 
reigns supreme

‘Gatsby? What Gatsby?’
by Emily Lowit ’15

“Game of Thrones” airs on HBO on Sundays at 9:00 p.m.  (Photo from 
Google Images)
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It’s no secret that KO is 
lucky to have a maintenance crew 
that makes its campus so beautiful.  

But around graduation time, 
they go above and beyond the call 
of duty and, as senior prepare for 
the next chapter in their lives, 
the maintenance staff is making 
campus look better than ever.

This past week the strange 
smell of fertilizer filled the air 
and green lines appeared on 
the senior green.  The reason: 
the school’s 101st graduation.  

The maintenance team has 
been busting their humps planting 
grass seeds on the green, mapping 
out seating, and laying out fertilizer.  
Breath-taking flowers have also 
been popping up all over campus. 

Director of Buildings and 
Grounds, Mr. Jim Michaud, 
has been orchestrating these 
efforts.  He said that it takes 
roughly three to four weeks to 
preparing KO’s campus for its 
annual graduation ceremony.  

“Buildings and Grounds 
takes great pride in making sure 
that the campus looks perfect for 
the spring festivals and commence-
ments,” he said.  He said they 
the grass is well manicured and 
flower beds are attended to daily. 

The lines on the Senior Green 
makes it easy for maintenance 
to set up the chairs and staging 
for the graduation ceremony.  

“We coordinate with sound 
and rental companies to make sure 
that everything is where it should 
be,” Mr. Michaud said.  In addi-
tion, they make a plan for guest 
parking.  To do so, they order signs 

What would you do with 
a thousand dollars if you had the 
choice?  Would you travel the 
world, help others with commu-
nity service, or get a head start 
on your career by taking part in 
camps or leadership programs?  

Thanks to the Martin 
Nicolson Merit Scholarship, about 
10 students from each grade level 
each year get an opportunity to 
choose productive ways to spend a 
stipend of $1,000 on programs that 
help stimulate and enrich their KO 
education and the KO community.

One of the best parts of this 
scholarship is that the students get 
to choose what programs they take 
part on based on their interests.  

This year one of the recipi-
ents, freshmen Nye Deskus, is 
using his money to experiment 
with possible careers in medicine.  

“I am using the stipend to 
go to the National Youth Leader-
ship forum on medicine in Boston 
because I’m thinking about going 
into a career in medicine and want 
to learn about the different jobs in 
medicine and what I might like to 

focus on in the future,” Nye said.   
 M a n y  s t u d e n t s 

who are part of this exclu-
sive group use their money to 
take part in the March Break 
service trip to Tobati Paraguay. 

Junior Mahathi Kumar 
explained that she wanted to 
use the stipend on this program 
because she wanted to give back. 

“I was positive that I wanted 
to use the scholarship on some-
thing that had to do with commu-
nity service or helping other 
people and this was the perfect 
opportunity,” Mahathi said.  “It 
was really an eye-opening expe-
rience seeing people there who 
had almost nothing but appre-
ciate everything they do have.” 

A unique way that one student 
used a Martin Nicholson scholar-
ship was when junior Samantha 
Pinkes went to the Maccabi Games.  

“It is sort of an Olympics for 
Jewish kids all over the country,” 
she said. “They were in Springfield, 
Mass., that year, and I swam for my 
local JCC.  It was a really a great 
experience to compete with similar 
students from all over the country 
in the sport that I love.”  

Junior Sophie Kruger has 
used her stipend in two interesting 
ways since her time here at KO. 

“I used it one year to go 
to Prague with the KO model 
government Europe delegation,” 
Sophie said. “The next year I used 
it to go to debate camp in Nova 
Scotia and this year I am using it 
to attend a program through the 
Wharton school at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania called 
Leaders of the Business World.” 

No matter how the students 
decide to spend their money, 
they always come back with 
stories to tell and new ways to 
contribute to the KO community.  

“I try to use the stipends to get 
involved in enriching activities and 
explore a new subject area to see if 
I am interested in it,” Sophie said.  

Whether they are studying 
medicine, business, or competing 
in sports events, be sure to 
ask the recipients about their 
experiences because they are 
sure to have amazing stories 
to tell thanks to the Martin 
Nicholson Merit Scholarship. 

 

Flowers bring breathtaking beauty to campus
as grounds crew members ‘petal’ their wares
by Rachel Yirigian ’14

from the town of West Hartford 
they are used to insure that cars 
travel safely through the campus.

In preparation for this 
transformation, loam and seed 
are purchased to rejuvenate the 
grass after the winter season.

Unfortunately, last year the 
efforts of Buildings and Grounds 
could not be fully appreciated 
due to poor weather and gradu-
ation was held in the ice rank.  

With this in mind, Mr. 
Michaud said that Buildings 

and Grounds always have chairs 
set up in the rink.  “The chairs 
are already laid out for the prize 
assembly earlier in the week, so 
they serve as our plan B,” he said.

Lucky for the senior class, 
Mr. Michaud said that Buildings 

and Grounds has been working with 
undesirable weather for years and 
are well prepared no matter what 
the weather brings.  An optimistic 
Mr. Michaud said, “We are keeping 
our fingers crossed for a pretty day”

These flowers adorning the circle in front of Seaverns are part of the KO buildings and grounds crew’s graduation preparations. (Photo by Helena Roland ’14)

Martin Nicholson scholars find 
‘grand’ ways to spend $1,000
by Mary Lessard ’14Senior Advisors
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Jake Leshem
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Griffin Maloney
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Jack Sullivan
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Prefects, Senior Advisors 
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Congratulations, Eva . . . closing one 
amazing chapter, starting a new one!  

You are a beautiful ray 
of sunshine in my life!

Love, Dad!!
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KO bids farewell to Ms. Lynch 
by Maddie Pazzani ’14

According to accepted 
journalistic practices, writers 
for the KO News are supposed 
to refer to people with a “label” 
before their name the first 
time they are mentioned in an 
article. For example: sopho-
more Jane or science teacher Joe. 

As I write a farewell to one of 
the most beloved teachers to grace 
the halls of KO, I’m finding it diffi-
cult to choose a label for English 
Department Chair and teacher 
and Forensic Union coach and 
Form Five advisor Kathy Lynch. 

In each of her roles here, 
Ms. Lynch has made an impres-
sion for her unshakable spunk, 
sharp wit, and shrewd wisdom. 

It’s hard to imagine a KO 
community without her, but believe 
it or not there was once a time 
when someone else occupied her 
office on the top floor of Seaverns. 

However, in 1998 she 
propped open her office door 
with her trademark coat hanger 
and set up shop teaching English.

“In addition to teaching, I was 
really brought in to shadow [former 
English teacher] Mr. Googins in 
the Forensic Union,” she said. 

Before she arrived, Ms. 
Lynch taught in various schools 

around New England, Manhattan, 
and Rome. After such an exciting, 
peripatetic career, why remain 
for so long at silly old KO? 

“I  s tar ted developing 
Forensic Union in ways that made 
sense to me,” she said. “And 
part of it was personal. I bought 
a house, then of course I met the 
dashing [math teacher] Mr. Clapp, 
who so charmingly wooed me.” 

In 2000, Ms. Lynch led the 
way in teaching symposium author 
Tobias Wolff, citing the Baird 
English Symposium as one of 
her favorite things about KO. “In 
English departments, it’s always 
the same books,” she said. “It’s 
usually 20 years before anyone 
even thinks about changing the 
curriculum, but here we really 
have the chance to change up what 

we read with the Symposium.”
When it comes to Forensic 

Union, countless students have 
succeeded in interscholastic 
debate thanks to her mentorship. 

“She’s the backbone of 
the Forensic Union, but I guess 
she’s also all the other bones too,” 
said sophomore Cole Adams. 

Other students agreed that her 
influence is undeniable. “I initially 

only went for the free pizza,” said 
freshman Emma Cowper, “but she 
was so fantastic that I stayed. It’s 
all her fault that I love debate now.” 

Forensic Union co-presi-
dent senior Spencer Murray said, 
“She’s an inspiration to anyone 
who wants to open their mouth.” 

Cole said that he would 
especially miss Ms. Lynch next 
year, owing to his stay in her home 
for a few months earlier this year.

“I don’t know where I’d 
be without her,” he said. “That 
sounds like hyperbole, but it’s 
not. It’ll be sad without her.” 

Although students will no 
longer attend her classes, she will 
not be absent entirely from campus. 

“I’m looking forward to 
being a faculty wife, with pearls 
and Chanel No. 5.” she said. 
“I’ll definitely come back.” 

As her final days at KO 
wind down, I asked Ms. Lynch 
to look back at her time here. “It 
has been absolutely delightful,” 
she said, “but it’s time to go 
when you feel like it’s not going 
to be as delightful.” Ms. Lynch 
said that she plans to continue 
teaching after she leaves KO. 

“I feel like I have another 
15 years of teaching in me, 
but to keep it fresh I need a 
change,” she said. “It’s just time.”

Prize Assembly receives mixed reviews 
by Lina Volin ’15

Every cough, every shoe 
scuffing on the floor, every absent 
clearing of the throat…every 
sound amplified, echoing resound-
ingly across the hockey rink. 

With the occasional yawns, 
the rounds of clapping every 
few minutes, the prize assembly 
trudges on, one prize at a time.

At least that is the picture 
painted by many students on the 
KO campus in the week leading 
up to the prize assembly, an annual 
affair that tends to recognize the 
upperclassmen while requiring 
the attendance of both the under-
classmen and the Middle School.

Many students bemoan the 
length of the assembly and manda-
tory attendance of the grades who 
are nearly completely unrepre-
sented in the awarding of the 
prizes. “I don’t understand the 
point of all the grades going if 

only one grade is getting awards,” 
said sophomore Lydia Bailey.

Senior Lindsay Palma 
mentioned the unequal distribu-
tion of prizes among the grades. 
“Most of the prizes are given to 
juniors and seniors, so there isn’t 
much in it for underclassmen 
and middle schoolers,” she said. 
Junior Mia Zilahy agreed, adding 
that it was unnecessarily long. 

Sophomore Mary Mort 
gave a Middle School perspec-
tive on the prize assembly, having 
attended it for her three years in 
the Middle School. “Once you’re 
older, you know the people who 
are getting awards,” she said. 
In the Middle School, you’re 
like, who are these people?” 

It seems being familiar with 
the award recipients improves 
the average student’s experi-
ence at the prize assembly; 
senior Matthew Kahn said that 
students’ perspective on the prize 
assembly changes as they get older. 

“It’s different when you’re 
younger and there are two or three 
awards,” he said. “When you’re 
a junior, you’re either excited 
to get an award or you know 
the person getting the award.”

English teacher Kathy 
Lynch pointed out that the 
prize assembly is shorter than it 
used to be, mentioning that the 
English department’s Gwendolyn 
Brooks prizes and Senior Thesis 
prizes are now given during 
a normal morning assembly. 

“The thesis and Gwendolyn 
Brooks prizes are wonderful 
prizes, but they are single-issue 
piece of work prizes,” she said. 
“They are qualitatively different 

from the other prizes, which are 
about a year’s worth of achieve-
ment or character awards. We 
thought it was appropriate to pull 
them out of the prize assembly.” 

She also said that there were 
once sports assemblies, where 
the athletes who are now recog-
nized during the prize assembly 
had a separate celebration. “It’s a 
really nice time to be able to see 
the most improved athlete of each 
season,” she said. “It’s the school’s 
time to recognize the athletes 
so we shouldn’t cut that out.”

T h e r e  w e r e  s o m e 
suggested improvements to 
the prize assembly that both 
faculty and students thought 
might make it more meaningful. 

Science teacher Fri tz 
Goodman said he would like to see 
a partial return to earlier traditions. 

“When I first got here, the 
senior character awards and the 
Dux prize were awarded during 
class night,” he said. “I am not 
suggesting all awards should be 
awarded on class night, but I’d like 
to see the Primus, Gold Seal, Dux 
and Merritt awarded on class night.”

He reasoned that when 
these prestigious senior awards 
are presented with the awards 
for other grades or for different 
achievements, the ostensible 
value becomes slightly diminished. 
“When those four are included 
with all the other book awards and 
MVP awards and MIP awards, they 
get diluted a little bit,” he said.

English teacher Asha Appel 
suggested giving fewer prizes, 
which would not only shorten the 
length of the prize assembly, but also  
add more of a sense of achievement. 

“It undermines the concept 
of a prize if there are 20 prizes for 
a 70-person class,” she said. “How 
do you feel if you’re one of the 
50 kids who doesn’t get a prize? 
And if you do win a prize, it raises 
the question: How special is it?”

Ms. Appel added, “The 
prize assembly should repre-
sent the importance of a culture 

of celebration, recognition and 
appreciation. I think it’s very 
different from what we do.”

Some students suggested 
that the prizes for the upper-
classmen should be in a sepa-
rate prize assembly. Sophomore 
Katie Smith was one of them. 

“Having been in the Middle 
School for three years, I can tell you 
that it’s not fun for Middle Schoolers 
and then again not for under-
classmen,” she said. “A separate 

“Most of the 
prizes are given 
to juniors and 
seniors, so there 
isn’t much in it for 
underclassmen 
and Middle 
Schoolers”        
       - Lindsay      
             Palma ’13

assembly would take care of that.” 
She also said the prizes 

themselves were fine. “You need 
a little competition,” she said.

Sophomore Cole Adams 
pointed out the negatives of 
giving prizes, saying that the 
prize assembly might instill an 
unnecessary air of competition. 

English teacher Heidi 
Hojnicki recognized some of the 
underclassmen’s complaints of 
the prize assembly format but said 
that overall it was a good way to 
recognize deserving students. 

“I know a lot of people get 
a little frustrated with the length, 
but I really like that it is a way 
that we as the faculty recog-
nize some really amazing work 
that our students do and then 
actually share that.” 

Ms. Lynch was also in 
favor of underclassmen and 
Middle School attendance. 

“I t ’s  n ice  for  under-
classmen to see what the school 
values and who the school has 
awarded,” she said. “And, of 
course, it’s good for children to 
sit and be quiet and dress up.”

“It’s a really nice 
time to be able 
to see the most 
improved athlete 
of each season.  
It’s the school’s 
time to recognize 
the athletes, so we 
shouldn’t cut that 
out.”

- Ms. Lynch 

Ms. Lynch poses during her farewell interview.  (Photo by Helena Roland ’14)

Yearbook honors
Zaira Santiago

The Class of 2013 has 
dedicated its yearbook to 
Zaira Santiago, KO’s associate 
director of college advising.  
“Thank you for the count-
less hours of support and 
care,” the dedication reads in 
part. “You have shaped our 
lives and set us on the right 
path for the rest of our lives.”
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As some may or may not 
know, at KO, we are among 
doctors.  That’s right; some of 
our own faculty at KO hold the 
highest degree in their field.  

Impressive, right?  Right.  
What’s even more impressive is 
that these strong-willed, intelli-
gent adults have chosen to spend 
their time teaching high school 
students, rather than teaching 
full-time at the college level.

The first doctor I met with 
was French teacher Jonathan 
Briggs.  Earning his bachelor’s 
degree in French and art history 
with a minor in Spanish from 
Bucknell University, he proceeded 
to earn a master’s degree in French 
and art history from University 
of North Carolina. He finally 
received a doctorate from the 
University of North Carolina in 
romance language and literature.

Originally, Dr. Briggs had 
planned to stop after his master’s, 
but then realized that, in the job 
market, he would be more attrac-
tive with a Ph.D.  Instead of going 
to get a teaching certificate, Dr. 
Briggs decided to go back and 
get a Ph.D.  “I learned so much 
more,” said Dr. Briggs of his 
time spent earning his doctorate.

When earning a doctorate, 
the student must write a disser-
tation to display all that they’ve 

KO doctors prescribe healthy doses 
of dedication to aNain higher degrees
by Allie Kyff ’14 learned.  Dr. Briggs wrote his 

dissertation on the education of a 
hero by examining three works of 
theatre and three works of art, and 
then compared them in multiple 
aspects.  “It was a lot of fun,” said 
Dr. Briggs.  “I was writing 18-22 
pages a day.”  Originally, Dr. Briggs’ 
dissertation was 560 pages, but he 
was able to cut it down to 300.

The entire process took Dr. 
Briggs about 18 months.  Even 
though once one has earned their 
doctorate, they’re able to teach at 
the college level, Dr. Briggs, who 
has been tutoring and teaching since 
high school at Loomis Chaffee, 
decided to teach at the high-
school/prep-school level because 
of the intimacy of the classes.  

Ever since tutoring in 
high school, he realized that he 
finds success and happiness as a 
teacher.  “I know it sounds cliché, 
but I want [my students] to go 
further than I did,” said Dr. Briggs.  

The next doctor I talked to 
was music technology teacher 
Wayne Pierce.  Dr. Pierce earned 
his doctorate in instrumental 
conducting from the University of 
Connecticut. He titled his disser-
tation, “An Orchestral Transcrip-
tion of Peter Menin’s ‘Five Piano 
Pieces’ Based on a Study on His 
Early Works for Orchestra.”  

Dr. Pierce said he earned 
a doctorate because “it was the 
pursuit of trying to reach the 

highest achievement in your field.” 
After earning a bachelor’s 

degree from Edinborough Univer-
sity in music education and a 
master’s degree in flute performance 
from the Hartt School of Music, he 
felt the next desirable achievement 
would be to earn his doctorate.

After teaching at KO for 
15 years, he decided to pursue a 
doctorate.  Naturally, a part of him 
wondered if it made sense.  “Is there 
a tangible result?” he asked himself.  
However, he learned that it was 
“the ultimate test of perseverance.”  

He realized that, since the 
outcome of earning a doctorate is 
unknown, his motives had to be a 
personal pursuit.  After publishing 
recording reviews and writing a 
dissertation, it’s clear that Dr. Pierce 
is glad to have earned his doctorate.

Political science teacher 
Ann Serow isn’t  amiably 
referred to as “Doc” for nothing.  
Earning her Doctorate in polit-
ical science from the University 
of Connecticut and publishing 
“The Lanahan Readings in the 
American Policy” with co-author 
and former doctorate professor 

“I wrote 18-22 
pages a day.”

- Dr. Briggs

Everett Ladd has brought her an 
amazing amount of knowledge 
on the topic of political science. 

For Dr. Serow, the Ph.D. 
process was grueling and terrible.  
She wrote eight drafts. “It came 
to a point where I felt I couldn’t 
go on anymore,” she said.  

So, in that November, she 
decided to write three letters to 
private school, and was asked by 
Bob Lazaer to teach at the Oxford 
school, a year before the merger 
with Kingswood.  Mr. Lazaer asked 
Dr. Serow to take the job right away.  

Before Dr. Serow came, 
the girls were spending their 
time doing their nails in class.  
However, that stopped when 
Dr. Serow began to teach.

After a year of teaching, 
the girls told Dr. Serow to go 
back and finish her doctorate.  “I 
never would have finished if it 
weren’t for them,” Dr. Serow said.  

Now, after teaching at 
KO for 39 years, and teaching 
night classes at Central Connect-
icut State University, it is clear 
that there is nothing else that 
Dr. Serow would rather teach. 

History teacher Stacey Savin 
earned her Juris Doctor at George-
town after earning her bachelor’s 
degree at Cornell University.  

“I love law. It was always 
interesting, practical. It paid a 
lot of a money,” said Ms. Savin, 
who practiced law for 10 years.  

In his greenhouse atop CT, 
Goodman is happily planted
by Matt Luther ’14

Spring brings critics 
and enthusiasts alike
by Katherine Gianni ’14

It has become quite clear 
throughout the last few weeks that 
spring is officially in full swing.  

No longer are we faced 
wi th  the  cold  winds  and 
short gloomy days of winter.  

Rather, we are confronted 
with the sun beaming down for 
hours to make for blissfully warm 
mornings and afternoons that allow 
us to go without so much as a jacket.

N a t u r a l l y ,  a s  t h e 
seasons are subject to change, 
our emotions are as well .  

The weather has a significant 
impact on our feelings, which, like 
all things, vary from person to person 
depending on their preference. 

When asked, there was 
a lot of positive feedback 
regarding changing emotions 
with the changing seasons.  

“The warm weather makes 
me feel so happy and energized!” 
said sophomore Melissa Lord.  “It 
really gets me pumped for summer 
and I also love the spring clothes.”  

Sophomore Noa Silver-
stein echoed Melissa’s positive 
attitude regarding her emotions 
caused by the change in weather.   

“It makes me feel happier 
because the winter is depressing, 
cloudy, and cold,” said Noa. “I 
also love the spring because I can 

actually enjoy my free periods by 
being outside with my friends.”

While the spring brings 
with it many pleasing aspects 
such as longer days, warmer 
weather, and a more relaxed dress 
code, not everyone is particu-
larly thrilled with its arrival.  

“The spring makes me 
feel sick,” said junior Jake 
Leshem.  “I have really bad 
allergies so both physically and 
emotionally I feel really drained 
during the spring months.”

Another emotional issue 
that arrives with the transition 
from winter to spring is that the 
warmer weather causes some 
students to yearn for summer, 
even more then they previously 
had during the winter months.

“While I do find the spring 
to be more uplifting, I also find 
myself to be far more distracted 
in anticipation for summer,” 
said junior John Stepensky.  

“ I t ’ s  j u s t  h a r d  t o 
concentrate on school when 
the  weather  i s  so  n ice .” 

English and chemistry 
teacher Alexander Kraus agreed. 

“While the spring does 
make me feel happier, I am 
even more eager and ready for 
summer vacation,” said Mr. 
Kraus. “The weather is acting 
almost as a tease at this point!” 

While most school-goers, 
whether they are teachers or 
students, may pass by the green-
house in Chase-Tallwood daily, the 
general public knows little about its 
purpose and the goings-on inside. 
While attempting to find out a little 
more about it, I also found out a 
little bit more about Fritz  Goodman 
himself,  who maintains it .

The greenhouse’s primary 
purpose is to involve students 
in experimentation with plants, 
as well as to make sure there is 
something presentable to look at 
on the top floor. The plants inside 
vary in origin and size, but they are 
mostly desert and tropical ones.

The species include a lemon 
tree, a bird of paradise, and several 
different kinds of cacti, all of 
which prefer a warmer climate 
throughout the year. Such rigid 
caretaking rules make for a busy 
Mr. Goodman, who checks on 
the plants every one or two days. 

“I go in there every day or 
two, water things, and make sure 
the vents are in a good position for 
the plants,” Mr. Goodman said. 

Despite the joy it brings Mr. 
Goodman to see and to interact 
with such beautiful plants on 
a daily basis, the history of the 
greenhouse is not without blights. 

Such blights come to be because of 
the particular temperature at which 
the plants must be maintained. 

The temperature control 
in the greenhouse often changes 
too fast, causing the green-
house to become too cold or too 
hot. Several plants have been 
lost due to these conditions.

When asked why Mr. 
Goodman liked plants more 
than people, his response was an 
interesting and reasonable one. 
“Plants are superior to people. 
The human race is an abominable 
species, and the horrors we exact 
upon each other don’t occur in 
the plant kingdom. On top of 
this, they have a pretty interesting 
evolutionary history,” he said. 

Which plant is his favorite? 
“Daffodils, because they are 
perfect,” he said. “The flower is 
a perfect example of the repro-
ductive organ in plants. The fact 
that they have such prime repro-
ductive organs clearly makes it 
easier to teach plant anatomy 
when it comes to flowers.”

In the future, Mr. Goodman 
hopes to conduct hydroponics in 
the greenhouse, which includes 
growing things with root systems 
in water. “For example, tomatoes 
would be a good thing to grow,” 
he said. Not only is the greenhouse  
a great educational opportunity, 
but it is also a place where he can 
feel at home, with his favorite 
organisms surrounding him. 

Mr. Goodman takes a break from caring for the plants in the greenhouse, 
located in the top floor of Chase Tallwood. (Photo by Helena Roland ’14)

After earning her J.D., she passed 
the bar exam in three states: 
Connecticut, D.C. and California. 
(Her husband had a job in Cali-
fornia; they met in law school).

Ms. Savin also clerked for 
a federal judge and worked for 
an attorney general.  “I worked in 
San Francisco, in Hartford at law 
firms, civil trials,” said Ms. Savin.  

Her first job was an asso-
ciate at a law firm in San Francisco 
because of her husband’s clerkship.  
“In law school, I was really among 
the first class of women,” she said. 

Ms. Savin said that Cali-
fornia firms liked her the 
best because they were much 
more laid back in informal 
compared to New York. 

Ms.  Savin  ended  up 
working at KO for three reasons.  
First, she had children and real-
ized how totally fascinating 
they are. “I fell in love with 
adolescence,” Ms. Savin said. 

In addition, her sister had 
been a prep school teacher forever, 
so Ms. Savin already understood the 
school. Finally, she started a busi-
ness that publishes art and history 
flashcards for national parks. After 
majoring in history at Cornell, 
her love for history resurrected. 

When asked about not being 
called “Dr. Savin,” Ms. Savin said, 
“I don’t want to be called doctor, 
but I do get a kick out being called 
‘your honor’ in mock trial!”
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Students give portal mixed reviews

Spotlight on success: Mr. Gilyard
by Allie Kyff ’14

William Gilyard, aka “Mr. 
G.,” is finishing off his second year 
as a math teacher at KO, an advisor 
to Form Three students, and his 
first year as Form Three dean.  

Mr. G. said he utilizes 
the skills that he has gained 
throughout his career in order to 
be the best teacher he can be now. 
He also said he seeks improve-
ments to be made in the future. 

M r .  G  a t t e n d e d 
Williams College where he 
was a psychology major who 
always had a love for math. 

“Math was the easiest 
subject for me, so I think that’s 
why I loved it,” said Mr. G.  “I used 
to add up license plate numbers 
and look for patterns in them, 
so it has always interested me.”

While debating whether or 
not to pursue football as a profes-
sional career, Mr. G made the deci-
sion to work on Wall Street for a 
short time before moving back to 

Williamstown, where he took up a 
position teaching a course for kids 
who had failed or were in danger 
of failing standardized tests. 

After his time teaching 
there, Mr. G worked at the Cathe-
dral School in New York, as 

the Head of the Upper School.
Last year Mr. G joined the 

KO community, beginning his first 
year on campus as a math teacher.  
This year, along with teaching 
math and advising sophomores, 
Mr. G has also been honored 

with the position of Form 3 Dean.
“I had expressed interest 

in some kind of leadership role 
because I love administration and 
being able to shape a positive expe-
rience for the students,” said Mr. G.

 In terms of the responsibility 
of his new role, Mr. G said that it 
was easy to coordinate activities 
for the freshman students because 
the class gets along so well.

“The class is a great group 
of kids and the fact that they all 
get along makes it very easy to put 
on events for the grade because 
everyone wants to come,” he said.

Looking toward the future, 
Mr. G said that he is already 
coming up with ideas to make 
the overall experience for the 
students a more positive one.  

Certain ideas, such as 
water balloon fights and picnics 
outside are already in the works 
for next year, because creativity 
in form events is something that 
Mr. G is striving to achieve.  

“Certain ideas have already 

been implemented, such as  
having sophomores working with 
freshmen on strategies on how to 
prepare for finals,” said Mr. G. 

Overall, Mr. G said that his 
experience has been wonderful, 
and he is truly a great addi-
tion to the KO community. 

One year after its imple-
m e n t a t i o n ,  s t u d e n t s  a n d 
teachers alike still have mixed 
feel ings about  the portal . 

While most students have 
adjusted to the institution of the 
portal, opinions and usage of 
the portal remain widely varied. 

S t u d e n t s  s u g g e s t e d 
u n i q u e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o 
make using the portal an even 
more posi t ive experience. 

The student portal was intro-
duced last fall to centralize infor-
mation, resources, and documents 
between students and teachers. 

Director of Marketing 
and Communications Michelle 
Murphy explained how First-
Class was no longer meeting 
the  needs  of  the  school . 

“The portal had a kind 
of rough start, but it seems to 
be smooth sailing now,” said 
Ms. Murphy. She described 
how the beginning of the year 
was most difficult because 
the website was unfamiliar. 

Now, she feels that everyone 
has adjusted to the layout of the 
site. In addition, parents like 
being able to quickly obtain 
information about school events. 

While at first, the students 
and teachers were unsure about 
the portal, most have accepted 
the portal and enjoy its features.

The portal features a central 
calendar, a discussion board and 
the ability to post documents 

with the entire class.“I think 
people like that everything is in 
once place and how it feels more 

organized,” said Ms. Murphy.
Each teacher has adapted 

a portal “style”, with some 
using the portal more frequently 
than others. “Sometimes it’s 
confusing,” said sophomore 
Mary Colliton, “because I have to 
remember how each teacher uses 
the portal- which of my teachers 
posts the assignment sheet, which 
teacher posts class notes, and 
which teacher doesn’t use it at all.” 

Junior Rachel Yirigian 
agreed that not all teachers use the 
portal equally, with some teachers 
being more portal-dependent. 

However, she thinks the 
portal is extremely helpful when a 
teacher uses the portal consistently.  

Rachel also said she feels 
that the portal is more suited to 
students’ needs than FirstClass.
She said FirstClass email feels 
outdated and the portal is fresher. 

“I think it’s nice for students 
to have one website for all their 
classes,” said Director of Teaching 
and Learning Asha Appel. Ms. 
Appel specifically uses the bulletin 
function in her classes. However, 

she voiced concern over the 
decreasing usage of FirstClass. 

“It’s nice to have a place 
where I can post things, but 
students are starting to not check 

FirstClass,” she said. Although the 
portal does have an email func-
tion, FirstClass is still the primary 
email system that teachers use to 
communicate with their students.

Students had varying sugges-
tions for improvement regarding 
the portal. Mary suggested that the 
portal should be merely a backup: 
a place for teachers to post home-

“I haven’t opened 
my assignment 
book since [the 
institution of the 
portal]”   
- Jack Sullivan’14

SGA looks to the new school year
As the newly elected Student 

Govenment Speaker, it is now my 
duty to provide an update on SGA 
actions and ideas in the KO News.

First off, I would like to say 
how honored I am to have been 
elected to this prestigious position, 
and I thank everyone who voted. 

For next year, Student 
Government will work hard to 
promote the new house system 
that has been implemented. 

We will try to make as 

many of the student govern-
ment events as possible be 
oriented towards competition 
between Lancaster and York. 

In past years there has 
always been talk of a field day, 
but it has never materialized. I 
think that the contest of houses 
gives us the perfect opportunity, 
or excuse, to forget about classes 
and stress and spend a day just 
having fun with our classmates. 

I would also like to keep the 
very popular 8X dodge ball games, 
as well as student government 

sponsored dances and movie night.
Over the summer, I will ask 

all the returning students to really 
think about how next year can be 
as fun and effective as possible. If 
anyone has any ideas, share them 
with me and the newly elected 
class president and vice-presidents. 

Keep in mind that there are 
still a lot of the student government 
seats open for anyone interested in 
becoming a form senator. Anyone 
who believes that they could be a 
positive force for SGA, either to 
help organize events or serve as a 

by Jake Leshem ’14 
 

buffer between the student body 
and the student government, I ask 
that they please apply for a position.

Upon  speak ing  wi th 

“SGA will work 
hard to promote 
the  new house 
system”
- Jake Leshem ’14  

junior Mary Lessard, treasurer 
for next year, she explained 
how she wants to fund clubs 
and fan buses to away games. 

She said she’s excited  for 
the new year, and hopes to make 
the most of the SGA’s funds.

S h e  s a i d  t h a t  s h e ’s 
looking forward to making 
sure everyone benefits from 
SGA, and she will sponser form 
events that everyone can enjoy. 

We hope that everyone 
has a great summer, and is as 
excited for next year as we are!

by Natalie Goldstein ’14

“I expressed 
interest in a 
leadership role 
because I love 
administration 
and being able to 
shape a positive 
experience for the 
students.”

- Mr. Gilyard

“We could insti-
tute a time during 
advisee when 
we mandate the 
checking of email 
and the portal”

- Ms. Kasprak

work assignment sheets in case 
a student loses their hardcopy. 

Rachel said the portal needed 
to be more strictly enforced, or 
not used at all. “Either everyone 
has to use it, or no one,” she said. 
“Otherwise, it’s too confusing.”

Teachers are aware that 
students do not consistently check 
their FirstClass and portal. As a 
result, they are constantly looking 
for ways to improve communica-
tion between students and teachers. 

Engl i sh  teacher  Meg 
Kasprak suggested a way to 
ensure that students are continually 
checking FirstClass and the portal: 

“We could institute a time 
during advisee,” she said, “when 
we mandate the checking of email 
and the portal.” Although the portal 
has its flaws, the student body has 
become more open to the site, 
suggesting ways to improve it. 

Some students have even 
embraced the portal to its fullest, 
abandoning hard copies altogether. 
Junior Jack Sullivan stated simply, 
“I haven’t used my assignment book 
since [the institution of the portal].”

Math teacher William Gilyard left Wall Street to devote his life to teaching, 
advising and coaching. (Photo by Helena Roland ’14)

After first year of use
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Form 4 sleepover deemed a success
by Abbie Mancinelli ’14

In keeping with the tradi-
tion set by last year’s Class of 
2014, this year’s sophomores held 
a form sleepover in Hewett and 
Soby gyms on Friday, May 10th. 

Form Four president sopho-
more Jack Beckerman was the 
student organizer in charge of 
making sure the event ran smoothly. 

“After the coffee house, 
we went to the gyms from 8 to 
11. Those three hours were filled 
with s’mores, basketball, volley-
ball, and ice cream sundaes,” said 
Jack. “After that, most people 
left, but the rest of us stayed up 
watching a movie and playing 
games with Mrs. Baker and Mr. 
Millen. The movie was “Catch 
Me If You Can” with Leon-
ardo DiCaprio and Tom Hanks.” 

Many teachers stepped in 
to play dodgeball as well. “Our 
chaperones were Mr. Perlis, Mrs. 
Baker, Mr. Millen, Ms. McKee, 
Ms. Cabot, Mrs. Wetsman and Mrs. 
Whirty. Dodgeball was a lot of fun 
because Mr. Perlis, Mr. Millin, Ms. 
Cabot and Mrs. Baker joined teams 
and played with all the students,” 
said Jack. “Also, our form had 
really good representation.”

H o w e v e r ,  m a n y 
members of Form Four chose 
not to go to the sleepover. 

“I did not go because person-
ally, I do not like sleepovers,” said 
sophomore Ian Judge, “but I feel 
like it would have been more fun 
outside of school or something.” 

S o p h o m o r e  J o a n i e 
Grano-Burzymowska agreed. 
“The sleepover just was not 
for me, but I heard it was fun 

from the people who went.” 
A similar problem occurred 

for last year’s sophomores. “A 

lot of my friends went last year, 
but sleepovers just are not my 
thing,” said junior Mahathi Kumar. 

“However, I did hear it was fun.” 
Jack said he believes 

there were a few ways to 
improve on the sleepover to 
achieve  more  a t tendance . 

“I think we should have had 
time outside before going into the 
gyms,” said Jack. “We tried to 
play manhunt, but it didn’t work 
too well because we were inside.” 

Junior Matt Gutermann 
recalled a similar problem from 
last year. “We played manhunt in 
the gyms and locker rooms, but the 
space was too small. It would have 
been cooler if we could have gone 
outside and played. The night was 
a really fun though, and we played 
3v3 basketball and just hung out. 
It was pretty cool,” said Matt.

“It was a really fun night and 
I hope that next years’ sophomores 
keep up the tradition,” said Jack. 

Sophomores Hailey Guyette, left, Shira Richards-Rachlin, Reilly Callahan, 
Jen Shook and Luisa Lestz enjoy a night of s’mores, movies, dodgeball and fun 
at the Form Four sleepover. (Photo by Helena Roland ’14).

by Rachel Yirigian ’14

On Wednesday, May 22, 
KO held the annual seven-year 
dinner to celebrate the incumbent 
graduation of the seniors who have 
been at KO since the sixth grade. 

These seniors got a chance 
to come together one last time, 
with their families, middle school 
teachers, and advisors, to look 
back on seven memorable years.  

Associate Director of the 
Middle School Kathyrn Dunn 
played a huge role in making 
sure the event went smoothly.  
She handled a great deal of the 
setup and coordination before 
hand.  Other teachers also lent a 
helping hand to make sure these 
seniors had a pleasant reunion.

Senior Timothy O’Sullivan 
said that it is a surreal feeling to 
have been at KO for seven years.  
“It’s weird looking back when I 
was in sixth grade orientation night, 
meeting my senior advisors for the 
first time, that it would seem like a 
lifetime until I graduated,” he said.

Senior Melissa Gitlin said 
that it was unusual to have those 
select seven year seniors in one 
place. “We’ve changed a lot 
since middle school and many 
of us have different friends,” she 
said. “I can’t even remember the 
last time we were all together.”

Senior Mark Toubman 
agreed that they are not the same 
students they were in Upper Prep.  
“We are almost adults,” he said. 
“It’s fun to look at each other 
and try to remember what each 
of us was like seven years ago.”

In the last few days, seniors 
have been making the best of 
their time left at KO.  To these 
seven-year seniors, these few 
days are small when compared to 
the years they have spent at KO.

KO’s Upper School will be 
implementing a new schedule for 
its students and faculty starting 
at the beginning of the next 
school year. The new schedule 
will be identical to the current 
schedule, except that on every 
other FRIDAY, which will be a 2x 
day, school will start at 9:00 am, 
instead of 8:00 am, and will feature 
40 minute classes and a dismissal 
at 3:15 pm, instead of 3:00 pm. 

Assistant Head of School for 
Academic Life Natalie Demers said 
that the change in scheduling for the 
Upper School was to allow more 
time in the school day for teachers 
to have faculty meetings, which 
have been difficult to schedule in 

the past, but that the change also 
had other reasons for its implemen-
tation. “We know research shows 
that adolescents sleep longer in 
the morning,” Ms. Demers said. In 
addition to saying that the change 
will benefit those students who are 
able to sleep in, but that it will also 
benefit students who still have to 
go into school at the same time 
due to ride constraints. “For the 
students who need to be at school 
early, it is a great time to do home-
work or work with other students,” 
she said. “It’ll benefit everyone 
whether they come early or not.”

Ms. Demers said that 
the process of creating a new 
schedule has been in steady 
development over the last year, 
and that the primary cause for 

by Will Martin ‘14

School to start at 9 a.m. every other Thursday
next year under new Upper School schedule 

its conception has been the lack 
of time in which to schedule 
faculty meetings. “Currently 
we have faculty meetings in the 
evening,” she said. However 
due to trouble finding time when 
all teachers were free was diffi-
cult. “It could go a month before 
we could meet again,” she said. 

In addition, Ms. Demers said 
that the schedule change will also 
help give athletes more time to 
sleep or catch up on work after long 
sports games on Wednesday nights.

Students generally have 
had positive responses to the new 
schedule. “I think it’s a good ideal. 
I’ll still come in early but I think 
it’s really beneficial for those who 
can sleep in and drive themselves 
to school,” junior Collin Brantner 

said. Many other students agreed 
with this mindset. “Why would 
you not love this? It’s great. 40 
minute classes and school starts 
an hour later. What’s not to 
love?” junior Warren Hadley said.

However, some students 
felt that the schedule change will 
not affect their daily lives much. 

“It’ll be nice for people 
who can sleep in, but I don’t 
think I’d notice it that much,” 
junior  Tom Fischer  sa id .

Mrs. Demers also said 
that this schedule change might 
not be the last to come, as the 
faculty is currently concocting 
an entirely new schedule to be 
implemented in the 2014-2015 
school year, but that nothing is 
official or set in stone at this point.

Dinner 
honors
7‑year 
seniors
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Students, faculty, staff give blood
by Kate Betts ‘16

On Friday, April 17, KO 
students and faculty participated in 
the annual Warren Baird blood drive 
by donating blood to the American 
Red Cross, and managed to acquire 
51 pints of blood, surpassing 
the goal amount by five pints. 

The American Red Cross 
needs 44,000 donations each day 
to meet the needs of injured or sick 
patients. Across the United States, 
many communities respond gener-
ously to the call for donors. The 
Kingswood Oxford community 
has a particular connection to the 
importance of giving blood. The 
life of Warren Baird, a former 
KO English teacher who died 
in 2000 of a rare blood disease, 
was extended due to the avail-
ability of blood in Connecticut. 

Currently, “Connecticut 
has a really low supply of blood 
donors,” junior blood drive chair 
Peter Fisher said when asked 
what inspired him to work as 
one of this year’s chairs for KO’s 
annual blood drive, held in Mr. 
Baird’s honor. This year’s event 
was successful largely due to 
the efforts of Peter and the three 
other chairs, fellow junior Lauren 
Shoenadel and seniors Joe Rogus 
and Brooke Goldsmith, as well 

as faculty advisor Mrs. Repp.
Between soliciting donors 

and student volunteers to help 
make the event run smoothly, Joe 
said it took time and energy to 
work on the blood drive committee. 
The chairs said their incentive was 
primarily an urge to give back 
and help their community, espe-
cially after becoming aware of the 
importance of blood donations. 
“Personally, I think it’s a really 
good cause,” said Joe. “And it’s 
almost like paying forward, in case 
I ever need blood in the future.”

The shocking statistics and 
stories presented by the chairs 
at assemblies leading up to the 

drive were extremely effective, 
and this year the blood drive had 
a particularly impressive turnout, 
almost completely filling the avail-
able time slots. Donors cited the 
information presented at assem-
blies, particularly Mr. Goodman’s 
testimony regarding Mr. Baird, 
as what inspired them to donate.

Another common moti-
vator for donors was that they or 
someone they knew had required 
a blood transfusion in the past. 
“Both my grandfathers had open 
heart surgery,” said junior Rachel 
Yirigian when explaining why she 
wanted to donate. Whatever their 
reason, by the end of the drive, 

the KO community had donated 
51 pints of blood, admirably 
exceeding the goal of 46 pints.

All of the chairs commented 
on the great turnout of donors this 
year, and the number of people 
that were excited to help out in 
any way they could. Although the 
current requirement for donors 
is to be seventeen or older, the 
Connecticut legislature was 
recently presented with a bill that 
would allow sixteen-year-olds, 
with written authorization from 
their parents, to give blood. If this 
legislation passes, the law would 
take effect on October 1, 2013, 
meaning more students would 
be able to donate in future years.

The reason for the push to 
change the requirement is the 
low numbers of blood donors 
we currently have in the United 
States. Whether it’s because of 
age or health complications, only 
38% of the American popula-
tion is eligible to donate blood, 
and not nearly all of them do.

High school and college 
blood drives are particularly effec-
tive, making up almost 20% of the 
millions of donations made each 
year. Not only do these drives 
provide many donations in a rela-
tively short time, but they raise 
awareness of the critical need for 

blood donations. Becoming aware 
of how vital donated blood is, both 
in the daily lives of many people 
and in emergency healthcare gives 
students incentive to start donating 
while they are young and able, 
and to do so as often as they can.

Many KO faculty members 
donate every year. English teacher 
Mr. Hild said, “It’s quick, painless, 
and easy, and it’s a great way to 
give back.” Mr. Goodman said 
that he feels blood drives are “one 
of the greatest volunteer efforts 
we witness in the United States.” 
The KO blood drive is an impor-
tant contribution to the commu-
nity as the amount of blood each 
person donates can save up to 
three people’s lives. 153 lives 
will be affected by the 51 pints 
donated at Kingswood this year.

Just last monthy there was an 
urgent need for blood, as the explo-
sions that took place at the Boston 
marathon on April 15 left over 170 
people injured, and many of these 
people needed large amounts of 
blood in order to recover from the 
attack. Luckily, there was enough 
supply of blood in Boston to treat 
all of the wounded, but the Amer-
ican Red Cross, as it does in all such 
tragedies, is reminding the public 
of the need for these donations.

Students, faculty and staff alike donate life-saving blood at the Warren 
Baird Memorial Blood Drive. (Photo by Garrett Meccariello ‘13)
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An inside look at sports scheduling 
with Ms. Cabot and Mrs. Bridwell
by Naomi Letourneau ’14

More than half of the student 
body plays on at least one sports 
team, and everyone must prac-
tice and play at away games. 

Most of the students just go 
through the motions and go to prac-
tice and get on buses to go to their 
away games; however, planning 
these ganes and practices is a lot 
more difficult than one might think. 

As many students know, Sue 
Cabot is the director of athletics, 
but what exactly does that mean? 

For starters, Ms. Cabot is in 
charge of calling up all of the other 
athletic directors and scheduling 
all of the sports games. She also 
makes up the practice schedule. 

Ms. Cabot makes sure that 
if a team has a game on the turf 
that week, the team can practice 
on the turf for that week. Vice 

versa, if the team has a game on 
the grass, she has to make sure 
they practice on grass that week.

Mimi Bridwell  is  the 
administrative assistant to the 
director of athletics, which means 
she receives the information and 
scheduling from Ms. Cabot. 

Mrs. Bridwell is in charge 
of putting the schedule together, 
and getting a bus for every 
team that has an away game. 

There is specific soft-
ware that both Ms. Cabot and 
Mrs. Bridwell have that allows 
them to set up their schedule. 

Ms. Cabot double checks 
the schedule with all of the other 
athletic directors. Once they are 
all confirmed, Mrs. Bridwell 
does a search for all of the 
away games and she prepares 
the bus schedule for each one. 

According to Mrs. Bridwell, 

transportation is very expensive. 
In some cases, buses are 

rented, in which case the rent must 
be paid for. In other cases, KO buses 
are used, and gas must be paid 
for. The school is liable for every 
faculty and student on the bus. 

In the case of renting 
a bus, Mrs. Bridwell calls up 
Datco, and requests a bus for a 
specific date, game and team. 
Mrs. Bridwell explained that she 
normally requests school buses 
because they are less expensive; 
however, it depends on the team. 

For example, if the football or 
hockey team has a far-away game, 
she will request an activity bus, so 
that there will be enough room 
for the kids and their equipment. 

If a bus is running late 
or hasn’t come back from their 
game yet, Mrs. Bridwell can call 
dispatch and tell them the number 

of the bus she is looking for and 
they can tell her exactly where it is. 

Each bus is equipped 
with a GPS tracker, which 
helps Mrs. Bridwell when she 
is looking for a bus that is late, 
or whether she needs to tell that 
bus that a game is cancelled.  

She also explained that some-
times Datco overbooks and it will 
send a nicer bus for no extra charge. 

She said that it’s very nice of 
them, and the team with the nicer 
bus always gets very excited. KO 
has good relations with Datco 
because an alum works there. 

Not everyone needs a bus. 
KO does have its own buses that 
smaller teams such as cross country, 
tennis or track will use sometimes. 

Mrs. Bridwell explained 
that at the beginning of each 
season she will assign a team 
to a mini bus and they will use 

that bus for the whole season. 
Howeve r,  some t imes 

coaches request a bus. It can be 
hard to focus on the game while 
listening to Justin Bieber and 
screaming girls in the back, so if it 
is an important game, some coaches 
request a bus so they can focus 
and plan out the game, instead 
of worrying about getting lost. 

The most crucial times 
in the athletic offices are those 
times when it rains or snows 
and games have to be canceled. 

Ms. Cabot must call athletic 
directors and let them know that 
KO is canceling its games, and she 
also has to receive calls from other 
schools letting her know whether the 
games have been cancelled or not. 

M r s .  B r i d w e l l  m u s t 
let the dispatch know that 
a certain bus is not needed 
because of a game cancellation.

Girls track and field sprints to 2nd at New Englands
by Mark Sheehan ’16  

               and Taryn Braz ’14

Fresh off their strong finish 
at the Founders League Champi-
onships on Saturday, May 11, the 
boys and girls track and field team 
surged ahead to another excel-
lent set of races at the Division 
III New England Track and Field 

Championships at the Hyde School 
in Bath, Maine, on Saturday, May 
18. The boys track team placed 
13th and the girls track team 
placed second out of 21 teams.

The relays for both teams 
were especially strong. The 
boys 4x 400 meter race team of 
junior Elijah Langston, freshman 
Mick Hains, senior Co-captain 

Ned Meade, and junior Andrew 
Peterson placed ninth with a time 
of 3:46:51 - a seasons’s best.

The girls 4 x 100 meter team, 
composed of freshman Mack-
enzie McDonald, freshman Emily 
Kirton, freshman Kaleigh Sanders, 
and  junior Co-captain Samantha 
Pinkes placed first in the event 
with a season’s best time of 52.56.

P i n k e s  a l s o  r a n  a  
strong 400-meter, coming in 
second place and earning a 
seasons best time of 1:02.20

Freshman Koby Quansah 
placed fourth in the triple 
jump with a leap of 40 ft. 

Langs ton  and  Ha ins 
took seventh in the long jump 
and  800-meter, respectively.

Coach Alexander Kraus said 
that he was pleased with the results. 
“The girls had a smart run,” he said. 
“The passes were solid, and they 
showed good form. They stayed on 
their marks and did not leave early.”

Senior Co-captain Rudy 
DeBerry explained that many of

Continued on page 26

Baseball beats TP 17‑16, brings 
home a 7‑9 record to end season

Despite a well-fought 
loss against Loomis-Chaffee on 
Friday, May 18, the varsity base-
ball team has had an extraordi-
nary season this year, finishing 
the year with a 7-9 record overall.

Their most recent victory 
was against Trinity-Pawling in 
their senior game, winning 17-16 in 
a very close back and forth game.

“It was a really close game,” 
said senior Co-captain Shane 
Carroll. “In the last inning, the 
bases were loaded and [senior] 
Alec Goodman got a walk off 
single to score [senior captain] 
Mike Turro, winning the game. It 
was a great way to end senior day.”

Head Coach Steven Cannata 
said that the game was really 
exciting for the whole team. “There 
were a lot of runs scored and it was 
exciting because it was so back and 
forth,” he said. “It’s a big group 
of seniors this year and it’s been 
a really great year for them.”

Coach Cannata said that part 
of the reason the team has been so 

successful this year is because of 
the large number of upperclassmen 
and returning players.  On the 
team, there are seven seniors, five 
of whom have been on the team 
all four years, and seven juniors. 

“They’re really the core of 
the team,” he said. “It’s an older 
group, so they have more experi-
ence playing, which really helped 

the team improve as a whole.”
Because of the improve-

ment of the team, the players were 
able to pull some major wins, 
including their game against 
Choate in which they secured 
a victory in a close margin. 

“We played very well defen-
sively,” said Coach Cannata. 
“They were a good team, and 
they had a good pitcher that we 
did a good job hitting against.”

As for the game on Saturday, 
the team fought hard but could 
not pull off the win. “Loomis was 
favored from the start and is a much 
more experienced team,” said 
Coach Cannata. “We played hard.”

The team agreed. “We did 
the best we could, but Loomis 
was a really good team,” said 
Carroll. “There are things we 
could have done better but 
overall, we still played well.”

Throughout the year, the team 
has had a lot of high points and low 
points. During the team’s history, 
there has been significant variation 
in the strengths and weaknesses of 
the team depending on the players. 

“We’ve gone through 
a lot of different strengths as 
the years passed,” said Coach 
Cannata. “At times, we’ve hit 
really well, and we’ve also 
gotten pretty good at pitching.”

Some of the star players 

“I’m definitely 
leaving the team 
in good hands.” 
    - Shane Carroll  
                              
throughout the season this year 
were the pitchers and catchers,  
including junior Co-captain Reid 
Collins, junior Collin Brantner, 
and sophomore TJ Nesbit. 

Despite such strong pitchers 
and hitters, there were also some 
things that team needed to improve 
on. “Defensively, we’ve made 
some errors,” said Coach Cannata. 
“We’ve given up a lot of runs 
that shouldn’t have been runs.”

In addition to their usual 
drills, the team said they worked 
a lot on improving their defen-
sive skills at practice. “We’ve 
worked hard during practice to 
make our defense better,” said 
junior Tucker Charette. “Offense 
is an important part of the game, 
but we also need to be able 

by Mary Colliton ’14

“It’s an older 
group... which 
really helped 
improve the team 
as a whole.”

-Coach Cannata

to catch balls in the outfield.”
As for next year, the team 

hopes to build on the success 
they experienced this season and 
be even more successful and win 
even more games in the future. 
“I’m definitely leaving the team 
in good hands,” said Carroll. 

Coach Cannata said that 
the team has accomplished a 
lot this year and he hopes he 
can carry that level of success 
into next year. “The team did 
well this year and I hope we can 
build on it next season,” he said. 

Coach Cannata said that 
he thinks the team will improve 
after this season’s experiences. 
He also said that the experi-
ence the team had winning more 
games will help the returners gain 
experience in intense situations.

“We’ve come from behind in 
a lot of games, and had games when 
we’re ahead and lost in the end,” he 
said. “They’ve had that experience 
of never giving up, competing, and 
being able to come back and win 
games. That’s something the team 
needs in order to be successful.”

Nearly beats rival Loomis in hard-fought game

Relay teams set pace for success



Dear Bri:any, 

So proud of your 
incredible 
accomplishments 
in both scholastics 
and sports!

Love you,
Bagah

BriNany, Sis

Four incredible years to be so 
proud of . . . now look to the 
future and dream, believe, 
achieve and live the life you 
have always imagined! 

Love, Mom and Jon Kee

Congratulations, Frank.

I am so proud of you.

Love you,
Mom

Congratulations
MICHAEL HATHAWAY

for earning 
your KO diploma!

We are so proud of you.

Love,
Mom, Dad, Meghan, 

Nanny & Grandpa, and the 
rest of your extended family.

Special thanks to the KO 
faculty and administration 
for all of your efforts on behalf 

of the Class of 2013.

From the Hathaway family
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Congratulations Kent

and thank you to the talented 
faculty and staff who inspire 
our children and make KO 

the special place it is.

We are so very proud 
of you Kent!

Love, Mom, Dad & Ned

CONGRATULATIONS 
KO CLASS 2013

GRACE ELIZABETH KAUFMAN ’13

“It’s not what you look at that maNers, 
it’s what you see.”

Henry David Thoreau

WE LOVE YOU 

Mom, Dad, Will & Max, 
Ruby&Jax
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Girls lacrosse finishes the season 
strong, defeating Kent 11‑8
by Griffin Maloney ’14

Powered by a stalwart 
defense and an agile attack 
the girls varsity lacrosse team 
fought for  a 6-11 record.

Head Coach Tim Allerton said 
he is proud of how the defense has 
developed this season. Having the 
defense primarily be freshman they 
figured out what they needed to do 
and adjusted to a faster pace game 
as the season progressed, he said.

“The four freshmen who 
play defense have really stepped 
up and shown their skills, led by 
senior Melissa Gitlin and sopho-
more Kennelly Allerton who have 
done an outstanding job leading 
the back line of defense,” said 
senior tri-captain Taylor Brady.

The team’s biggest weak-
ness is making smart decisions 
in the crunch time of the game. 

“We’ve lost several games 
because of bad decisions with 
the ball in critical moments,” 
said Coach Allerton, “We force 
passes, drive into triple teams and 
drop the ball in front of the goal.”

During the last home game 
of the season against Hopkins 
School the girls lost in a disap-
pointing game. They were down 
5-1 in the first quarter then after a 
time out the team played like they 
were capable and battled back to 
keep the game at a one goal game 
till the end when they lost 11-10.

“When it was a one goal 

game in the end we made a 
bad decision which cost us the 
game,” said Coach Allerton.

In the Hopkins game senior 
tri-captain Brooke Goldsmith had 
three goals and two assists. Senior 
tri-captain Danielle Katz also had 
three goals and three assists. Brady 
had three goals and junior Megan 
Geier had one goal and one assist. 

Brady, Goldsmith and 

Allerton were elected to the 
New England Prep School All-
Star Team which is voted on 
by other coaches in the league. 

Sophomore goalie Corinne 
Florian has been playing fantas-
tically. She has 202 saves on the 
season and has a save rate of almost 
.500, which is what goalies strive for. 

There are a lot of players that 
don’t get statistics but contribute to 

the team a lot, said Allerton.  
 “Senior Jenni Traver 
gives herself up on offense but 
she helps a lot on defense, and 
in the midfield Gitlin anchors 
our defense. Being the only 
experienced player out there she 
takes the majority of draws and 
creates turnovers,” said Allerton. 

Katz’s scoring numbers 
are down from last season but 

this season she has 20 goals and 
12 assists, showing she passes 
the ball well said Allerton. 

“ H e  k n o w s  h o w  t o 
balance working hard and 
having fun,” said Katz. “He 
also is very close with all of us.”

Coach Allerton is joined 
this year with assistant coach 
Cierra Ward who is a defender 
on the Central Connecticut 
State University lacrosse team. 

“The coaches have been 
great, they’re always there 
to help,” said Goldsmith. 
“Coach Ward provides a lot 
of added energy to the team,” 

“Allerton and I have gotten 
very close over the past few years I 
can go to him about anything which 
has been good for me, and helped 
me become a better leader” said 
Brady, “Coach Ward has helped me 
become a better player and always 
been there for when I needed her.”

The coaches preach to 
be smarter with the ball and 
not make so many careless 
mistakes. They work on a lot of 
settled offense and groundballs. 

“We have been prac-
ticing settling down on attack 
and being patient,” said Katz, 
“We have been working on 
turnovers and groundballs.”

The team’s season ended with 
a strong victory over Kent 11-8.
 The team next season will 
be led  by captains Geier, Allerton, 
and junior Sophie Pennoyer

Midfielder senior Tri-captain Brooke Goldsmith fights for a groundball against former KO student Megan Lembo in a 
game with The Gunnery. (Photo by Garrett Meccariello ’13)

Boys tennis wins league tourney 
by Matt Guttermann ’14

After a thrilling victory at 
the Kingswood Oxford Invitation 
Tennis Tournament at the begin-
ning of the season, the varsity boys 
tennis team has strung together 
an impressive record of 12-5. 

The team concluded their 
season with wins against Salisbury, 
Suffield Academy, and a sad loss 
to Andover in the New England 
Championship tournament. 

Against Salisbury school, 
the boys came out ready to play 
a good match fresh off a loss, 
looking to regain their winning 
streak. The team came out and 
played a great match against 
Salisbury and in the end won 4-2.

Next the team took on 
Suffield Academy. Being the last 
regular-season game, the team 
looked to get one more win before 
the New England Tournament so 
they would have some momentum. 

After a hard fought match, 
the boys won, beating the tigers 4-2.

After these two big wins, 
the boys were looking to enter the 
post-season tournament with a bit 
of momentum from their last two 
wins against Suffield and Salisbury. 

The boys faced a tough 
Andover team in the first round 

of the New England Finals and 
were looking to move on. They 
fought hard, but unfortunately 
were not able to capitalize on 
their opportunities, losing 4-2.

“Even though we didn’t win 
New Englands we still had a few 
big wins during the season,” said 
senior captain Mark Toubman. 

Th i s  yea r,  t he  boys 
team won the K.I.T.T. for the 
first time in over a decade. 

“Winning the K.I.T.T. 
was a big win for us at the 
beginning of the year, and it 
really set the stage for the rest 
of the season,” said Toubman.

Along  wi th  w inn ing 

the K.I.T.T., the team was 
also able to win their league 
despite the numerous injuries 
over the course of the season. 

Toubman said that, even 
though the teams start ing 
lineup was rarely ever all 
there, lots of kids were able to 
step up and fill in those spots. 

Head Boys Varsity Tennis Coach Andy Krugman, left,  and his squad celebrate their league championship. (Photo by 
Michelle Murphy)

This was one of the main 
reasons the team was able to win 
their league, the Southern New 
England Tennis League (SNETL). 

The SNETL champion-
ship came down to two fateful 
doubles matches played by the 
pair of eighth-grader Matthew 
Lord and Toubman, and freshmen 
Austin Briggs and Jacob Appleton. 

After Mark and Matthew 
beat the only doubles team that had 
beaten them in the regular season, it 
was all up to Briggs and Appleton. 

If the match were lost, 
the championship would have 
been a tie, but through brute 
strength and talent, Briggs and 
Appleton were able to win their 
set 9-7 to win the championship.

At the end of the season 
although the team suffered a 
rough loss in the first round 
of the New England tourna-
ment, no heads were down. 

“Despite the loss, it in no 
way diminished the other successes 
from out season,” said Toubman.

Although the team is 
losing seniors Curtiss Johnson 
and Toubman, there is a posi-
tive future ahead for the team. 
Next year their talent and expe-
rience from this season will 
lead them to great success.
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Marissa, 

Since the day you were born, you always 
amazed us with everything you did.  You 
are a shining star, and we could not be 
prouder of you!!  Wishing you continued 
success and the very best in everything 
you do.  Congratulations!!  
Love, Uncle Rick and Aunt Cindy

Marissa,

As you turn the page on KO, we look 
forward to watching you write the next 
chapter of your story.  We are very proud 
of all you have accomplished at KO and 
the young, confident woman you have 
become.  Congratulations to you and the 
Class of 2013!  Love, Mom and Dad 

Players of the
Moment:

Seniors Shelby Smith
and Mark Toubman

by Taryn Braz ’14
and Maddie Pazzani ’14

Senior tri-captain Shelby 
Smith’s tennis career first began 
as a toddler at the Hartford Golf 
Club. Although Smith played 
tennis every summer, she did 
not take it seriously until she got 
to the high school. 

“ I  p re t ty  much only 
played tennis because my 
friends did it,” said Smith. 

Seeing how far she has come, 
now it is hard to imagine that her 
tennis career at Kingswood Oxford 
almost ended sophomore year. 

“I almost switched to 
lacrosse, but Mr. Garcia basi-
cally forced me to come to a few 
tennis practices,” said Smith. 

What she saw at the prac-
tices was enough to make her not 
only stick with tennis, but also fall 
in love with the sport and the team 
at Kingswood Oxford. As Smith 
puts it, tennis has a stereotype of 
being a very proper sport where 
matches are silent, but anyone who 
has been to one of the KO tennis 
matches knows that is not the case. 

“The support from the team 
is incredible. We cheer for each 
other even when we’re playing 
on different courts,” said Smith. 

“[Smith] is very outgoing 
with a strong and loud person-
ality that the girls enjoy. When 

[Smith] is in a good mood, 
everyone is in a good mood,” 
said Head Coach Ronald Garcia. 

Being one of three captains 
on the team this year, Smith is 
the most energetic and encour-
aging player on the team. 

“I try to set a good example 
for the younger players and making 
sure that I set the tone for years to 
come and that the tennis legacy 
continues to live on,” said Smith.

Smith is a very good athlete 
with strong hand-eye coordination, 
and a competitive nature that lends 
itself well to the nature of tennis. 

“Tennis is really unique 
because it is an individual and a 
team sport. When matches are won 
or lost 5-4 it really shows how 
much each individual match affects 
the overall team effort,” said Smith. 

This year Smith went 6-3 in 
singles and went 10-0 with Dayna 
Lord over the course of the year. 

“Mr. Garcia trained me as 
a doubles player, so I’m always 
working on my volleying. A lot 
of girls don’t like to be so close 
to the net but that’s where I feel 
most comfortable,” said Smith. 

Looking back on her career 
as a Wyvern, Smith’s best memory 
was the 2011 Hotchkiss match. 

Smith was playing doubles 
with senior tri-captain Brooke 
Hayes against an undefeated 
Hotchkiss team, and the match was 
tied 3-3, which meant that their 
doubles match was the deciding 
match. Smith and Hayes ended 

up winning that match and King-
swood Oxford beat Hotchkiss.

“That was definitely my 
favorite moment of KO tennis 
because it was so crucial to our 
win and we ruined their unde-
feated season,” said Smith. 

This season Smith had a 
similar match against Taft that 
went into a tie breaker, where the 
first person to 10 wins, and Smith 
won her match 10-8 securing 
the win for Kingswood Oxford. 

“There will be a huge void 
in the personality of our team. 
Smith brings a lot of swagger to 
our team and adds to the attitude 
of the team,” said Coach Garcia. 

Mark
Toubman

Senior boys varsity tennis 
captain Mark Toubman is 
finishing his KO athletic career 
with 17 varsity letters, more than 
any other student in KO history.   
After captaining soccer and squash 
earlier this year, Toubman is 
rounding out the spring season by 
leading his team to a strong finish.

Toubman said that he 
was born into a family of tennis 
players. “As with most of my 
life, my sisters played tennis 
before me, and my mom played it 
as well,” he said. His reason for 
sticking with it was simple: “I 

liked it because I was good at it.”
It sounds easy, but Toubman’s 

athletic career has been anything 
but effortless. “I’ve sprained a lot 
of ankles, and this year I pulled out 
my back and a hamstring,” he said. 
“It’s hard because this season is so 
compressed that you can’t really 
take a lot of time off to heal.”

In addition to injury, 
Toubman’s time with sports has 
been marked by a constant pursuit 
of perfection. “I used to want 
everything to be perfect, and I kind 
of deluded myself into thinking 
that was possible,” he said. 

Head Coach Andy Krugman 
spoke highly of Toubman’s abili-
ties. “There’s nobody like him 
in all of New England. He’s 
mentally so tough,” he said. 
“When matches get critical, 
he plays better. He can elevate 
when other players stagnate.” 

Coach Krugman a lso 
praised his technical skill. “He’s 
a gifted volleyer. He wins a lot of 
points at the net,” he said. “Most 
players win from the baseline.”

Battling injuries, Toubman 
finished 13-4 in singles following 
his 18-1 record from last year. He 
cited the team’s first win in 13 
years at the Kingswood Oxford 
Invitational Tennis Tournament 
(KITT) as a season highlight. 

“My f irs t  match was 
rough. By the final I was back 
to a good level, but still not at 
my best,” he said. “We went to a 
tie-break, but I came back with a 

vengeance and won. It was a great 
personal victory, and it helped 
clench the tournament for us.” 

The team is remarkably 
young this year; Coach Krugman 
said that, of the starting six on the 
team, Toubman is the only high 
school student. “He can empa-
thize with the younger players 
because he was there,” he said. 
Although the dynamic is unusual 
for a varsity team, Toubman said 
that it has not been troublesome.  
         “We’re a really young team,” 
he said. “We don’t have that senior 
bond right now, like other teams, 
but everyone is very committed to 
doing their best and working hard.” 

Toubman was honored with 
the Alban Barker Sportsman-
ship Award at the Southern New 
England Tennis League Tourna-
ment earlier in the season, and 
finished in the first place spot 
in both singles and doubles. 

A l t h o u g h  t e n n i s  i s 
Toubman’s athletic priority at the 
moment, he is also a gifted player 
of soccer and squash. After a year 
of physical and mental exertion, 
he said the three-sport experience 
has ultimately been rewarding. 
“It’s really challenging, but I just 
set goals and get caught up in it.”

Coach Krugman said that 
he doubts he’ll find a player like 
Toubman again. “A player like 
him is just so rare,” he said. “He’s 
completely unique. For his seven 
years in KO tennis, he’s more than 
pulled his weight on the team.” 

Senior girls varsity tennis Tri-captain  
Shelby Smith (Photo by Helena Roland         
’14)

Shelby
Smith

Senior boys tennis Captain Mark Toubman 
(Photo by Helena Roland ’14)

Track and field finishes 
strong at New Englands
Continued from page 21

the wins at New Englands were in 
part due to the level of competition. 
“Since we were competing within 
our own division at New Englands, 
I think we had a better chance 
competitively,” said DeBerry.

Prior to New Englands, 
the team faced tougher compe-
tition at Founders. “During our 
regular season we go up against 
some very strong teams in the 
Founders League,” said DeBerry. 
“It can be hard going against 
larger schools that recruit for 
track, but we weren’t discour-
aged and had a strong showing.” 

During this season, the 
boys and girls teams earned 
win-loss records of 6-6 and 7-6 
respectively. Throughout the 
season, the boys 3000-meter 
race and girls 4x100 relay has 

been particularly successful. 
The boys team has several 

new competitors who are revving 
up the team with new talent, 
including sophomore Sharrieff 
Grice and junior Elijah Langston. 
In addition to these new athletes, 
the team has 24 freshmen this year. 

“I was concerned [about the 
number of freshmen] at first, but 
they’ve really risen to the occa-
sion while competing in their 
events. We’ll definitely have a 
solid team in the next few years.”

In track, emphasis is placed 
on individual athletes improving 
their best teams instead of winning 
the overall meet. “There’s much 
less of a competition from school 
to school, for us at least,” said 
Assistant Coach David Baker. 

Nonetheless, the end of the 
season victories at New Englands 
were definitely team efforts. 
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Soeball beats Berkshire in semis, 
finishes No. 2 in New England 
by Matt Gutermann ’14

After beating Berkshire 
4-3 in the New England tourna-
ment last Saturday, the girls soft-
ball team lost to Ethel Walker 
3-2 in the final round Sunday to 
finish second in New England. 

The team played their semi-
final game on Saturday, May 
18, against Berkshire, and came 
out with a win 4-3. The team 
jumped out to a quick 3-0 lead 
in the first inning, highlighted 
by a two run homerun by sopho-
more catcher Cameron Dias. 

Berkshire battled back to 
make the score 3-2, but King-
swood Oxford was able to get 
another run and hold off Berkshire. 

“It was probably the best 
game we’ve played all year, not 
only because we were able to 
get an early lead against a good 
team, but also because we were 
able to keep that lead and rise 
to the occasion,” said junior 
co-captain and pitcher Taryn Braz.

The team’s last regular-
season games showed the strength 
of the team, and their ability to 
continue and finish what they 
started this season. The team’s 
last three games consisted of 
Greenwich Academy, Canterbury 
School, and Miss Porter’s School.

Wednesday, May 1, the 
team played against a strong 
Greenwich Academy team and 
fought throughout the entire 
game. Due to fantastic pitching, 
and stellar fielding, the team 
was able to come out of the 
game victorious, winning 5-1.

Next, fresh off a big win, 
the girls came into a game against 
the Canterbury School. Saturday, 
May 4, Canterbury ventured into 
Wyvern territory, which proved 
to be devastating, as they lost 
to Kingswood Oxford 17-2.

After two big wins, and the 
season’s end drawing near, the girls 
knew they wanted to keep the streak 
alive and carry it into the playoffs. 

On May 10, the team faced 
Miss Porter’s School. With season-
ending jitters they knew they had 
to play well and keep the streak 
alive. This is exactly what they did.

The girls came out with a 
similar mentality from their game 
against Canterbury, and domi-
nated the competition, coming 
out on top with another 17-2 win.

“One of the best things so far 
this season is the fact that we are 
9-3. Our record this year at this point 
is better than it was last season, and 
the previous season,” said Braz.

Heading toward the play-
offs, the team looked back at big 
games they won to see what they 
need to continue doing, and what 
improvements to their play they 
need to make to be successful. 

“I think one of our biggest 
things we are looking to accom-
plish is to make it into the play-
offs and be successful there,” said 
Assistant Coach Danielle Hoff.

Braz agreed with Coach 
Hoff that it would be great for 
the team if their hard work all 
season could culminate into 
something during the playoffs.

Going towards the playoffs 
the team looked to stay healthy, 
as one of their biggest weak-
nesses during the regular season 
was their plethora of injuries. 

“We have faced a lot of inju-
ries this season, which definitely 
isn’t an excuse, but it still impacted 
our game greatly,” said Braz.

Along with injuries, the team 
also has a lot of underclassmen, 
which resulted in a lot of inexpe-
rience, that the team was able to 
overcome as the season progressed. 

Some of the things the 
team looks to bring back for 
the playoffs are from their huge 
2-1 win over Ethel Walker.

“[Ethel Walker] has a 
great pitcher that we were able 
to hit off of, and score runs. 

We also played fantastically in 
the field and had great pitching 
by [Braz],” said coach Hoff.

Along with their game against 
Ethel Walker, their game against 
Greenwich Academy proved to 
be a turning point in their season.

“Our batters really came to hit 
against Greenwich. The bottom of 
the lineup started to hit and it really 
gave our hitters confidence,” said 
Head Coach Catherine Schieffelin.

Batting continues to be a 
strength for the team and many 
players have good batting aver-
ages. Braz has an average of 
.565, Dias has an average of .348, 
and senior co-captain Marissa 
Landino has an average of .250.

When interviewed prior to 
play-offs, both coaches said that 
they hopeed that Landino, Braz and 
Dias would be able to continue to 
show up during the playoff games, 
and that if they did, there would 
be no doubt they would do well.

The team hopes to continue 
their strong batting reputation into 
the post season, and drive home a 
win in the class B championship.

Along with their batting, 
the team needed Braz to continue 
her solid pitching throughout the 
playoffs to be successful. Braz 
has an outstanding era of 1.47, 
and 155 strike outs in 14 games.

“We made  the  p lay-
offs as the fourth seed, and 
we couldn’t be a happier with 
this outcome,” said Landino. 

This  was  the  team’s 
f i rs t  playoff  spot  in  f ive 
years,  and the team made 
the most of this opportunity.

Senior outfielder Marissa Landino prepares to take a swing during Spring Sports Day against Kent. (Photo by Helena 
Roland ’14)

Golf team wins Founders tourney,  
looks for victory at New Englands
by Griffin Maloney ’14

Hitting the ball off the tee 
well, the golf team compiled a 20-3 
regular-season record and won its 
third straight Founders Champi-
onship May 18. “Our entire team 
is capable of shooting very good 
scores,” said junior Pat Hallisey. 
“We have a lot of depth as well.”

The KO squad took home 
the Keyes Plate, the top prize in a 
match named for longtime KO golf 
coach Jim Keyes and held annu-
ally with teams from KO, Hopkins, 
Kent and Trinity-Pawling.

“The team is doing fairly 
well,” said junior John Stepensky. 
“We haven’t hit our full potential.”

The team won the Founders 
Tournament Saturday May 19. Pat 
Hallisey and senior Co-captain 
Conner Beakey shot well, shooting 
a one-over-par 72, and three-over-
par 74, respectively, shooting the 
top two scores of the entire tourna-
ment. Junior John Stepensky came 
in fourth. shooting 77 and sopho-

more Evan Sliker, shooting 83, 
and the team won by six strokes.

“Coach Dunbar has always 
been a big part of our team he 
keeps us calm and focused and 
never puts pressure on us to have 
to play well,” said senior Beakey.

Coach Dunbar said team 
chemistry and unity were key 
to the team’s success this year, 
despite the fact that golf is 
essentially an individual sport. 

“These guys loved playing 
golf, both against each other and 
other school,” Coach Dunbar said. 
“This group truly enjoyed both 
the process and the result. They 
were competitive, always looked 
to improve and encouraged and 
helped each other to improve.”

Beakey was the second-
to-last player on the team to 
finish up, and on the last hole 
he made a great putt to save par. 

When he came in and told the 
team he shot a 74, they started to 
have hope that they actually had a 
chance to win because although they 

had a few tough scores to start off, 
the other teams were struggling too 
said sophomore Jack Beckerman.

Hallisey also made a great 
putt on the 18th for birdie and a 
72. He medaled in the tournament 
and, as soon as he came in, Coach 
Dunbar and Beckerman went 
over to the board to see how they 
matched up. After some quick math 
they realized that they had won. 

The official announcement 
came a few minutes later and KO 
was the Founders League cham-
pions for the third year in a row.

“Overall the team has 
been great this year. Of my four 
years playing, our team chem-
istry has never been this strong 
and every player has the ability 
to shoot well,” said Beakey.

Coach Dunbar is in his 19th 
year leading the team. “Mr. Dunbar 
is a legend and connects well 
with the team,” said Stepensky.

The team had high hopes as 
they prepared for the KIT tourna-
ment held this past Wednesday. Junior Pat Hallisey prepares to take a swing. (Photo by Helena Roland ’14)
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Boys lax wins, moves on to finals
by Abhilash Panthagani

The boys varsity lacrosse 
team has had a tumultuous season 
thus far, riddled with unexpected 
triumphs and blowouts, finishing 
with a 5-11 regular-season record. 

But after an overtime win 
over St. Luke’s in tournament play 
last Monday, they played Hopkins 
Wednesday to decide the champi-
onship of the Fairchester League. 

The team started their 
season on April 1 with a 9-7 
win against Cheshire Academy. 
However, after their initial high, 
KO suffered a devastating loss to 
Millbrook, losing 17-9, only two 
days after their season opener win. 

KO began the game by 
effectively stymieing Mill-
brook’s potent attack, and as a 
result ended up leading 4-1 by 
halftime, all goals till the point 
being contributed by the team’s 
talisman junior Aashish Jaswal. 

However, Millbrook came 
out of the locker room after 
halftime rejuvenated and moti-
vated, and by the end of the third 
period the score was level at 5-5.

Until the conclusion of the 
game, a barrage of shots tested 
both teams’ goalkeepers. But the 
game left KO’s reach after five 
unanswered Millbrook goals.  

Nevertheless, the goals did 
not cease as KO sought to fight 
back and by the ending buzzer 
the score rested at 17-9. Jaswal 
ended the game as the top scorer 
with an astounding five goals, 
with senior Co-captain Jake 
Waskowitz adding an impres-
sive two goals to the score line.

Looking to regain their 

prior form, the team performed 
admi rab ly  aga ins t  Green 
Farms Academy and the score 
line ended 8-7 in their favor. 

However, once again a 
seemingly promising victory was 
followed by disappointment, as the 
squad proceeded to endure a four- 
game losing streak, losing in succes-
sion to Canterbury, Kent, Choate, 

and Rye Day Country School.
In a season defined by hot and 

cold streaks, KO followed up their 
loss to Rye Country Day school 
with a three-game win streak. The 
last of their three wins, was on 
Spring Sports Day against King and 
Low-Heywood Thomas School. 

In front of friends, teachers, 
and alumni alike, KO battled to 

a 6-6 tie by the end of regulated 
time. After the brief intermission 
in play, co-captain Andrew Sikora 
took it up on himself to ensure 
a KO victory with an overtime 
winner to make the score 7-6.

Their triumphant victory 
against KHLT quickly became 
a distant memory as the squad 
proceeded to lose their next five 
games, two of which had an 
awfully close score line of 11-12. 

Nevertheless, even with 
their disappointing perfor-
mances, there have been a quite 
a few bright spots on the team. 

Freshman Brandon Lantieri 
has led the team with 55 points 
for the season, acting as an 
unexpected boon for the team 
and an added assurance for the 
team’s success in the future. 

Prolific goal scorer and dedi-
cated teammate Jaswal has once 
again had a remarkable season, 
closely following Lantieri’s point 
total with 52 points of his own. 

Co-captain Jake Waskowitz 
added an astounding 45 points, 
an expected return for an experi-
ence and talented veteran who 
serves as an emotion leader in the 
locker room as well. Waskowitz 
will continue to play lacrosse in 
the future at Amherst College.Senior co-captain Andrew Sikora sets up the offense in the Spring Sports Day victory of King and Low-Heywood game

(Photo by  Garret Meccariello ’13)

Girls tennis wins VillaFranca 
tourney, takes 2nd at NEPSAC
by Taryan Braz ’14

The girls varsity tennis 
team has compiled another strong 
season, going 11-2, capturing the 
Coe de VillaFranca Tournament for 
the fourth time in the last five years 
and taking second place in the New 
England championships last Sunday

In  the  f ina l s  o f  the 
NEPSAC Championships on 
Sunday, May 19 at Westminster 
in Simsbury, the girls team fell 
to a strong Sacred Heart team, 
battling until the end of the match.

The Wyverns dominated 
most of the opponents that they 
played this year, their closest win 
came against Hopkins 6-3, and 
their sole loss came against a strong 
Green Farms Academy team. 

“ T h e y  w e r e  a  v e r y 
strong team, but we did play 
a very close and competi-
tive match against them,” said 
Head Coach Ronald Garcia. 

“Our loss against Green 
Farms Academy was our only 
real low, but it was a close match 
that could have gone either way,” 
said senior tri-captain Dayna Lord

Despite the close loss, the 
Wyverns rebounded easily and 
came back with a resounding 9-0 
win over Miss Porter’s School, a 
7-2 win over Westminster, and beat 
Loomis Chaffee 8-1 on their last 
regular season match of the year.

The girls tennis team 
continued their winning ways 
by tying Hotchkiss at the Coe de 

VillaFranca Tournament, which is 
a postseason tournament hosted by 
Kent at which all of the Founders 
League tennis teams play. 

The top four tennis players 
from each team go to play, and 
this year Dayna Lord, sophomore 
Melissa Lord, freshman Allie 
Perron, and senior tri-captain 
Shelby Smith represented KO. 

At the tournament Dayna 
Lord won the No. 1 singles draw 
for the fifth consecutive year 
while Melissa Lord won the No. 
2 singles draw for the fourth 
straight year. Perron and Smith 
both won two key matches and 
reached the consolation semifinals.

“Our first place finish at 
this great event is a tribute to 
the hard work and talent of all 
our varsity players,” said Coach 

Garcia. “They have a commit-
ment to excellence and care very 
deeply about their team’s legacy.” 

The Wyverns then went on 
to play Hotchkiss in the Founders 
League final, but lost that match 
5-4. Kingswood Oxford tied 
Hotchkiss at the de VillaFranca 
Tournament with 39 points, 
and had they won this match, 
they would have been the solo 
league champions.  

This year, most of the 
team will agree that beating 
Hopkins was both their best win 
and one of their biggest accom-
plishment this season, partly 
due to the fact that they lost to 
Hopkins 5-2 the previous year. 

The Coe de VillaFranca 
Tournament was also a huge 
accomplishment for the Wyverns 

because they played against the 
best players from some of the 
best teams in Founders, and were 
able to come out with a victory. 

While a lot of the team’s 
success can be credited to the 
exceptional duo of the Lord 
sisters, many of the other players 
have stepped up this year. 

“The Lords have been 
great; they’ve been undefeated 
the last four years, but everyone 
knew that. This year [freshman] 
Perron and Olivia Shea have both 
done great, and have stepped 
up by starting on varsity as 
freshman,” said Coach Garcia. 

T h e  s t a r t e r s  o f  t h e 
Wyverns this season are the 
Lords, Smith, Shea, Perron, and 
eighth-grader Nicole Galick. 

“The two freshmen and 

our eighth grader are a huge 
reason that the team is stronger, 
deeper, and more consistent 
than it has been the last couple 
of years,” said Coach Garcia. 

The depth of the team has 
helped the Wyverns win closer 
matches that were often decided by 
the number four, five and six players. 

“There are a few teams that 
have better depth than us and are 
better at the four, five, and six, 
but we have definitely improved 
our depth,” said Coach Garcia. 

The top of the ladder, No. 
1 and No. 2 singles and No. 1 
and No. 2 doubles, is the main 
strength of the team, and is 
also the best in New England. 

All four spots have gone 
undefeated this year, with Dayna 
Lord and Smith playing No. 1 
doubles and Melissa Lord and 
Galik playing No. 2 doubles. 

“My main goal this season 
was just to contribute to the team 
as much as I could with singles 
and doubles,” said Dayna Lord. 

Next year the team will 
immediately feel the impact 
of the seniors they are losing. 

“Losing Dayna Lord is huge 
as she’s one of the best tennis 
players in New England, and losing 
Smith will be significant as well. 
However, we have a lot of ninth 
and eighth graders who are good, 
and Melissa Lord, so we have a 
nice nucleus,” said Coach Garcia

Dayna Lord will play tennis 
at Brown University next year.

The girls varsity tennis team wins the Coe de VillaFranca Tournament. (Photo courtesy of Ronald Garcia)


