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Bisgaard to bid good-bye to KO
by Benjamin Small ’19

At the end of the 2017-
2018 school year, Head of School 
Dennis Bisgaard will bid farewell 
to KO after 12 years of service. 

Mr. Bisgaard said that he 
will be working as the head of a 
school in Washington D.C. as part 
of a global education initiative. 
“Basically, it’s a global education 
start-up,” he said. “The idea is that 
there will be a bunch of schools 
around the globe and I’m going to 
head the one in Washington D.C.”

Over his 12 years, Mr. 
Bisgaard said the culture that he 
has fostered is his proudest accom-
plishment. “I think I’ve been able 
to role model a kinder and gentler 
culture at this school,” he said. 

Under his tenure, KO has 
become significantly more diverse. 
“I’m keenly aware that the overall 
diversity profile both of students 
and the administration and fami-
lies has increased tremendously,” 

Mr. Bisgaard said. “I think in 
part not simply because it’s been 
a very deliberate approach, but 
also because I think if you create 
a culture that seems welcoming 
to many different people, people 
tend to drift toward that school.”

Mr. Bisgaard said that is 
was difficult to break the 14% 
ceiling of students of color when 
he first joined KO in 2006. “And 
today that number is 30%,” he 
said. “It’s visibly a far more 
diverse place than it used to be.”

Under Mr. Bisgaard, KO 
has physically changed its campus 
and added numerous student-
focused programs. The relatively 
recently-initiated 2020 Vision 
project is one example. “There’s 
been a complete transformation 
of the physical campus with a 
number of new buildings, reno-
vations, and improvements,” he 
said. “All the renovations and 
improvements, at the heart of that 
is we want to have as strong as 

possible a student experience.”
In another effort to offer 

students as many opportunities 
as possible, Mr. Bisgaard has 
instituted many new programs 
over the years, including KO’s 
involvement in the Global Online 
Academy, robotics and technology, 
international travel, the new lead-
ership center, coding, and others. 
“As program is concerned, I 
brought Chinese students here in 
my second year so that’s now been 
here for 10, 11 years,” he said.

The myriad of programs and 
opportunities at KO allow students 
to diversify their interests and 
set foot in many different social 
spheres, said Mr. Bisgaard. “The 
one thing I really like about KO 
is that I think many kids—maybe 
even most kids—they don’t tend 
to gravitate just to one corner,” 
he said. “They’re pulled into 
different directions. You may have 
the athlete who’s also part of the 
musical, who’s also in AP classes, 

who is great with younger kids. 
I like that kind of combination.” 

Mr. Bisgaard said that 
the initiatives he has person-
ally directed or the ones he has 
facilitated are designed to allow 
students to pursue their inter-
ests and meet new people along 

the way. In the same vein, Mr. 
Bisgaard said he has always tried 
to be open to students’ new ideas. 
“When there are students ideas 
that emerge, I think we want to 
embrace them and help as best 

English teachers change curriculum
by Benjamin Poulios ’19

After several meetings 
last year, the English department 
changed the freshman and sopho-
more curricula, removing certain 
texts and adding new ones in an 
effort to appeal to student taste 
and adapt to the new schedule. 
After these changes, the English 
department is now looking to 
alter the junior curriculum.

“We’re always… looking 
at the curriculum to make sure 
that we’re doing the right thing 
and that we’re choosing the right 
books,” said English Depart-
ment Chair  Meg Kasprak.

The English department 
kept “The Catcher in the Rye” 
by J.D. Salinger and the story-
telling project in the freshman 
English curriculum. However, 
books such as “The Odyssey” 
by Homer and “The Adven-
tures of Huckleberry Finn” by 

Mark Twain were removed 
from the freshman curriculum.

Mrs. Kasprak said that “The 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” 
will return to the curriculum in the 
future, but it will be taught in the 
sophomore or junior curriculum 
instead of the freshman curriculum.

English teachers said that 
“The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn” is a difficult book to teach 
because they must review the 
history of the time period in which 
the book is set as well as its social 
context, prepare the students for 
discussions about race and racism, 
and read all of the 336-page book.

Another aspect of the book 
that makes teaching it to freshman 
difficult is its satirical tone.  “I 
think there are dangers if you don’t 
teach that book well,” said English 
teacher Catherine Schieffelin. 

English teacher Heidi 
Hojnicki said she agreed. “If you’re 
not getting that satire… it reinforces 

stereotypes,” said Ms. Hojnicki.    
The English department 

added “The Book Thief” by 
Markus Zusak and “Persepolis” 
by Marjane Satrapi to the freshman 
English curriculum. English 
teachers said they thought that this 
addition to the curriculum would 
be appealing because “Persepolis” 
is a graphic novel.  However, 
the English department did not 
simply remove and add books.

The  Engl i sh  Depar t -
ment replaced some books by 
works of the same author. For 
example, freshman students are 
now going to read “Much Ado 
About Nothing” instead of “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream” by 
Shakespeare, which freshman 
previously read. “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” was removed 
from the curriculum because 
many freshman teachers hadn’t 
taught it due to time constraints. 
Books outside of the classroom 

were also changed. For freshman 
summer reading, the book was 
changed to “The Ocean at the 
End of the Lane” by Neil Gaiman.

Teachers also made changes 
to the sophomore English curric-
ulum. “Macbeth” by Shakespeare, 
“Salvage the Bones” by Jesmyn 
Ward, “The Great Gatsby” by F. 
Scott Fitzgerald and the Speakers’ 
Forum project remained in the 
sophomore curriculum. “Home-
going” by Yaa Gyasi and “Inter-
preter of Maladies” by Jhumpa 
Lahiri were added to the curric-
ulum. “The Scarlet Letter” by 
Nathaniel Hawthorne was replaced 
by Hawthorne’s short stories.

“Extremely Loud and Incred-
ibly Close” by Jonathan Safran 
Froer returned to the sophomore 
curriculum. “Extremely Loud and 
Incredibly Close” had previously 
moved from the sophomore curric-
ulum to the junior curriculum, but 
it was moved back to the sopho-

more curriculum because teachers 
did not have time to teach it.

There were two main reasons 
that these changes to the curricula 
were made. First, teachers weren’t 
getting through everything in the 
curriculum. Sophomore Ella 
Schwartz says that she never read 
“The Odyssey” during freshman 
year. “I have a stack of books in my 
room that were supposedly going to 
be read freshman year,” said Ella.

 Second, teachers wanted 
to choose books that would 
teach students life lessons, while 
teaching them reading and writing 
skills. “The opportunity to learn 
something from those books was 
not as great as it might be from 
others,” said Mrs. Kasprak. “We 
wanted to make sure that the 
books we were choosing were 
giving us the greatest chance of 
teaching the kinds of skills that 

Continued on page 16.

Continued on page 16.

After serving the community for 12 years, Mr. Bisgaard will step down from 
his position as Head of School at the end of this year. Photo by Nat Bates ’18.
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In late October, Forensic Union 
sent two debaters to Winnipeg, Canada to 
compete in the International Independent 
Schools Public Speaking Competition 
(IISPSC). Senior Forensic Union co-presi-
dent David Marottolo and junior officer Dan 
Carroll traveled to the Gray Academy of 
Jewish Education and Balmoral Hall, accom-
panied by English teacher Michelle Schloss. 

“I really love public speaking, and I 
was excited for the challenge,” said Dan, 
“but at the same time I was a bit nervous 
that everyone there would be super good and 
I would be the worst one in the room.” This 
turned out to not be true, as Dan placed 33rd 
overall, making him the third best American 
speaker and earning him a place on the 
American team traveling to South Africa 
for the World Individual Debating and 
Public Speaking Championships this April.

Each contestant participated in three 
categories. Dan chose Interpretive Reading, 
After Dinner speaking (short, satirical 
speeches delivered to a fake audience), and 
Impromptu speaking. David also competed 
in Impromptu speaking, but then chose to 
also write a Persuasive speech and participate 
in Extemporaneous Parliamentary debate. 

“I’ve always been more partial to more 
extemporaneous styles of speaking,” said 
David. “They require speaking off the cuff 
and not having a lot of prepared material, and 
I’ve always found that more engaging.” The 
only prepared event that David participated 
in was Persuasive speaking, which involves 
researching a problem that society faces and 

Forensic Union takes on Canada 
by Aparajita Kashyap ’18 giving a speech outlining the problem and 

proposing a solution. “I always start with 
a topic that seems interesting,” said David. 
“Because one of the things that judges really 
look for is an engaging topic and an outside-
the-box solution. I tend to structure mine 
like a traditional essay, with an introduc-
tion, a thesis, paragraphs, and a conclusion.” 

Unlike David, Dan said he prefers the 
public speaking parts of the tournament, and 
he chose to compete in two prepared events. 
“For Interpretive Reading, I picked my piece 
two months in advance and performed it at a 
public speaking tournament in September so 
I had experience with it,” said Dan. “After 
Dinner was the one that kind of killed 

me, because I wrote five different drafts 
over a month. I just wrote way too many 
speeches, but Ms. Wayne and Ms. Schloss 
helped me a lot with picking my speech.”

Dan said that he was nervous, but it 
ended up being similar to the local debates 
and public speaking tournaments in which 
Forensic Union participates. “I was very 
nervous that it would be so much more 
stressful than our tournaments, but you’re 
just talking to eight people and a few 
judges, just like every other tournament.” 

David said that the major differ-
ences between this tournament and the 
ones that take place in New England were 
the size and the caliber of debate. “One of 

the biggest differences is the sheer size,” 
he said. “You have over 100 kids doing a 
whole variety of styles of debate and public 
speaking, and then you factor in the excite-
ment of travelling to a different country… 
and seeing people from all over the world.” 

David also said that watching other 
students speak was one of the highlights of 
the trip. “In general, at Internationals, I tend 
to find that everyone is very well-prepared 
and very well-rehearsed, so it makes for very 
engaging performances. It was really lovely 
watching everyone else perform as well.”

While Dan and David spoke, Ms. 
Schloss acted as a judge. She judged 
Interpretive Readings, Parliamentary 
Extemporaneous Debate, and Persuasive 
speaking during the first two rounds, and 
then judged Dramatic Interpretations in 
the final round. “I learned a lot about the 
formulas that other schools use that seem 
to work,” said Ms. Schloss. “I was so 
impressed with students that I judged who 
were competing in a language that wasn’t 
their first against native English speakers.”

In addition to speaking, debaters 
were also able to explore Winnipeg and 
visit the Canadian Museum for Human 
Rights. “The Human Rights Museum was 
awesome,” said Dan. David said he agreed, 
adding that the architecture was also fasci-
nating. “The tour guides did a great job of 
explaining the symbolism,” said David. 
“The building itself, independent of all 
the exhibits, is one giant symbol for the 
progress we’ve made on human rights. 
Every aspect of the architecture had some 
kind of meaning that the guide explained.” 

Spooky ship sparks conversation
This year’s Halloween display by 

West Hartford resident and Central Connect-
icut State University history professor Matt 
Warshauer targeted the Republican Party and 
engaged the Kingswood Oxford community 
in a political discussion. Mr. Warshauer’s 
display consisted of a gigantic pirate ship 
named ‘USS Constitution’ and a grave-
yard marking the death of American ideals.

The ship acted as a symbol of the 
status quo of the United States. “I have the 
ship of America here,” Mr. Warshauer said. 
“It’s controlled by someone crazy, taken 
by pirates, and forcing important people 
to walk the plank. Now it’s hitting a rock.”

“Important people” include the 
ex-Director of FBI James Comey and a kid 
benefitting  from Obama’s Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA). Both Comey 
and DACA, according to Mr. Warshauer, 
were victims of the Trump administration.

Mr. Warshauer caricatured Donald 
Trump as a mad king, dominating the 
entire ship. He also included a gang of 
Russian pirates. Hillary Clinton stands 
at the bow of the ship with a sign reading 
“Why I Lost.” Abraham Lincoln appears 
disconsolate as he sits in a canoe dragged 
by the ship, holding a sign with “What’s 
Become of My Party” written on it.

The display shows the ship hitting a 
rock called ‘The Rock of Republican Recal-
citrance,’ which Mr. Warshauer said reflects 
the stubbornness of the Republican Party. 

“The biggest problem with rigid 
people is that they don’t take a step back 
and think about what their background 
is,” he said. “For all the people who are 
complaining about immigrants, two genera-
tions ago, their families were immigrants.”

In the cemetery, gravestones read: 

by Linda Chen ’19 “Bring us your hungry and poor, just 
not those hungry and poor,” as well 
as “Respect existence or expect resis-
tance,” and “Democracy, right or respon-
sibility.” The tombstones reflect Mr. 
Warshauer ’s critique of politics today. 

Mr. Warshauer put a lot of effort into 
creating his Halloween display. “I thought 
of the display the day after the election last 
year,” he said. “I decided to make a ship 
of the state and I started building small 
pieces in the early summer. This is prob-
ably 15 to 20 little projects. When I put it all 

together on the last day, it’s this big thing.”
The creativity of this Halloween deco-

ration and the political metaphor within it 
attracted the attention of KO students and 
teachers.“I enjoy looking at his displays 
every year,” West Hartford resident and 
English Department Chair Meg Kasprak 
said. “It’s interesting and incredibly 
creative and probably very bad for traffic.” 

Sophomore Sam Eckert said he agreed. 
“It’s really impressive that he is able to create 
a massive display all by himself, especially 
when everything is in such high quality.”

History Department Chair Peter Jones 
also lives in West Hartford and said he 
believed that Mr. Warshauer has the full right 
to build his display. “I think it’s an expression 
of freedom of speech in a lighthearted way of 
using Halloween as a vehicle for it,” he said. 

Mrs. Kasprak also supported Mr. 
Warshauer’s right to protest. “I’m sure 
many people don’t agree with his metaphor 
of the ship of the state,” she said. “But I 
would defend to the death his right to say it.”

Sophomore Spencer Schaller empha-
sized the importance of Mr. Warshauer  
having freedom of speech as well. “One 
thing I really enjoyed is the fact that 
he has the ability to do it, according to 
the first amendment,” he said. “Even if 
his neighbors are upset, they can’t do 
anything because it’s not on their property.”

Senior Christian Vitti expressed that the 
display was a civil way to protest. “I disagree 
with a lot of messages he is conveying,” he 
said. “But I actually liked it. It’s the first 
time I see people oppose a president in 
such a creative way. There are flaws in the 
administration and he points them out. The 
way he did it is positive to the community.”

Senior Mackenzie Goldschlager 
agreed with the political criticisms Mr. 
Warshauer expressed in the display. 
“The political spirit today deviates from 
that of Lincoln’s time a lot,” she said. 

Senior Lily Hammer said she 
agreed with Mackenzie. “Our policies 
today are so different from the prin-
ciples of the constitution,” she said.

Sophomore Jaden DiMauro said 
Mr. Warshauer’s Halloween decora-
tion was bound to receive not only 
applause but also disagreement. “You 
have to accept the consequence because 
not everyone agrees with you,” he said, 
“but it’s not your problem. It’s theirs.”

Senior David Marottolo and junior Dan Carrol travel to Winnipeg, Canada to compete in the 
International Independent Schools Public Speaking Competition. Photo courtesy of  Ms. Schloss.  

West Hartford resident, Professor Matt Warshauer, displays politically controversial Halloween 
decorations on his front lawn regarding the Republican Party.  Photo courtesy of Google Images.
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The editorials below represent the collective 
opinion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Benjamin Waldman, Kate Betts, 
Mackenzie McDonald, Noah Stanton, Kelly Malo-
ney, Alec Rossi, Lauren Barnes, Gwyneth McDon-
ald and Sasha Bash.

A Wyvern’s TaleThe editorials below represent the collective 
opinion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Hannah Bash, Apara Kashyap, 
Gabrielle Ruban, Benjamin Small, Kyle Zimmer-
man, Adam Ovian, Neil Hemnani, Olivia Rossi 
and Eliza Charette.

by Hannah Bash ’18

KO News Editors 2017 – 2018
Editor-in-Chief

Hannah Bash ’18

News Editor
Benjamin Small ’19

Associate News Editors
Haley Gervino ’18
Esha Kataria ’20
Lian Wolman ’19

Features Editor
Neil Hemnani ’18

Associate Features 
Editors

Sophia Kaufman ’20
Taline Norsigian ’19

Emma Smith ’18

Arts Editor
Olivia Rossi ’18

Associate Arts Editors
Luv Kataria ’20

Nell Schwartz ’19
Ishaa Sohail ’20

Sports Editor
Kyle Zimmerman ’18

Associate Sports Editors
Sean James ’19

Kush Kataria ’20
John Leuschner ’18
Esha Shrivastav ’20

Opinions Editor 
Eliza Charette ’18

Associate Opinions 
Editors

Jaden DiMauro ’20
Maeve McDonald ’19

Managing Editor 
for News, Sports and 

Investigative Journalism
Apara Kashyap ’18

Managing Editor 
for Features, Arts 

and Opinions 
Gabrielle Ruban ’18

Photography Editor
Angie DeLucia ’18

Associate Photography 
Editors

Nat Bates ’18
Ali Meizels ’19

Investigative 
Journalism Editor 
Adam Ovian ’18

Cartoonist
Alma Clark ’20

Faculty Advisor
Cathy Schieffelin

Thankful 
thoughts

Thanksgiving is by far one of the best 
holidays in my eyes. What is better than 
stuffing your face with endless amounts 
of food all day long while surrounded 
by your closest family and friends (and 
also the unbelievable Black Friday 
sales)? Each year I always look forward 
to Thanksgiving, and as it approaches 
ever so quickly I take time to reflect on 
the things in life I should be grateful for. 

To start off, all KO students should be 
extremely grateful for the amazing oppor-
tunity to go here. We’re beyond fortunate 
to attend a school like KO, which is an 
opportunity the vast majority of kids will 
never experience. KO is preparing us for 
the next step in our lives, giving us the 
necessary skills to succeed, and above all, 
just teaching us how to be good people. 

KO is opening the door for its students 
to endless possibilities and opportunities, 
and for that we should be forever thankful. 
As long as the students take advantage of 
all the resources KO has to offer, we will 
always be set up for a positive outcome.

From what I’ve heard from my siblings 
and friends, KO prepares us extremely well 
for the caliber of college courses. Everyone 
I’ve spoken to has said that they have the 
necessary tools to succeed in their classes, 
such as study methods and motivation to 
work hard, all thanks to their time spent at 
KO. While numerous students struggle when 
they attend college, KO has already exposed 
us to the expectations our college professors 
will have, especially with regards to writing.

 A big thanks should be given to our 
teachers, as they are the people who have 

taught us most of the lessons we’ve learned 
thus far in life. If you take a minute to think 
about it, these teachers are educating the 
next generation, who will eventually lead the 
world. That is beyond insane and is one of the 
numerous reasons why we should applaud 
them for all their hard work and dedication.

In addition, I also know many people 
who can attest to the fact that KO has 
shaped them into who they are today, or has 
impacted them positively in some way. The 
KO community is quite vibrant, and with all 
that bright energy comes a set of community 
standards. If it weren’t for these expecta-
tions, inside the classroom as well as outside, 
we would not be the people we are today.  

Lastly, KO has introduced us to our 
best friends, people who will hopefully 
always be by our sides even after we grad-
uate. I can’t be anything but appreciative 
for the friends I have made at KO because 
I know that each one of them has changed 
me for the better, challenging me while 
standing by me. To know that these friends 
will remain even after KO is such an incred-
ible feeling, so to that I owe thanks to KO. 

As much as many of us, myself 
included, love to complain about certain 
decisions the administration has made, 
we should take a minute to pause and 
think about all the great things KO has 
done for us instead. So, next time you 
see your teachers, or anyone else at KO 
that has influenced you in a positive 
manner, please take the time to thank them 
before we depart for Thanksgiving break. 

Don’t forget to spread your love 
and appreciation to your parents as well 
because they are, and will always be, your 
biggest supporters. Happy Thanksgiving!

Power of online grading 
Grade anxiety is a common obstacle 

many students have to overcome in their 
academic careers. No matter the academic 
institution, there is always a pressure for 
students to earn a high enough GPA for 
post-secondary academic or occupational 
endeavors. The bigger question is, does 
this mental preoccupation with stats and 
percentage inhibit or encourage academic 
success? Or what about mental health?

  At many public schools, students are 
able to view their current academic prog-
ress in their classes, through grade-viewing 
platforms like PowerSchool. Students – 
along with their parents – are able to see 
not only every grade they’ve earned in 
each of their enrolled classes, but they’re 
also able to see how each mark is calcu-
lated into their most current progress grade. 
At KO, however, many teachers don’t use 
such grading applications; in fact, many 
don’t offer their students any sort of prog-
ress report between marking periods. Thus, 
many are left in their dark about how they’re 
numerically performing in their courses.

There are pros and cons to every 
system. By not using programs like Power-
School, it can be said that KO is discour-
aging students from getting caught up in 

the numbers and is rather encouraging 
them to communicate well with their 
teachers and focus more on the learning 
aspect of school; on the other hand, this 
could also be making students even more 
obsessed with their grades, as they aren’t 
receiving closure for their grade anxiety.

There are a few teachers on campus 
who do use PowerSchool or give students 
monthly updates on their overall grades. 
The KO News Staff believes that giving 
students more awareness of their marks has 
more positives than negatives, and that this 
practice should become a standard. After 
all, if students are more cognizant of how 
they’re doing in the moment, they have more 
of an opportunity to tackle their weaknesses 
and improve academically, before it’s too 
late. As much as we recognize the impor-
tance of learning for the sake of learning, 
KO is a college preparatory school. Grades 
DO matter. Self-advocacy and indepen-
dence are qualities that are important for 
young adults to develop, as they’re transi-
tioning into future careers and self-sufficient 
lives. By using grade-viewing programs, 
KO would be encouraging students to be 
more on top of their academic careers, 
while also nurturing important skills.

Cartoon by Alma Clark ’20.

Rise of social activism  
Last month, KO had a NAMES Day 

assembly for the first time in five years. 
The assembly was undoubtedly touching: 
students shared deeply personal and moving 
stories about their experiences with bullying, 
and we worked to brainstorm ideas that 
could reduce or eliminate bullying at KO. 

Over a month has passed since the 
assembly, so much of the shock that students 
felt during the assembly has left; however, 
this does not mean that the effects of the 
assembly have dissipated completely. On 
the contrary, we have noticed an increase 
in the activity of groups devoted to social 
justice and improving the culture at KO. 

A Culture and Climate Team has 
since been formed: they have been sifting 
through the ideas that the student body 
came up with during the small group 
part of the assembly, and trying to decide 
how to best implement these ideas to 
improve the culture and climate of KO. 

Hearts of Hope is another group that 
has risen to prominence since the assembly. 
This is a club that identifies and discusses 
issues on campus and how to address them. 

While juniors and seniors have obvi-

ously been participating in making this 
change, much of the response has come 
from underclassmen. Having a strong 
group of students devoted to making posi-
tive change at KO is important, and the fact 
that many of these students will be at KO 
for another two or three years means that 
they will hopefully be able to implement 
change on a much larger scale. At the same 
time, students who have been coming to 
KO for three or four years (or more, if they 
went to the Middle School) tend to have a 
better sense of what will work and how the 
student body will receive these changes. 

In order to effectively make positive 
changes to the culture of KO, both newer 
viewpoints and older viewpoints are valu-
able: newer members to the community bring 
in outside ideas, while older members of the 
community are able to bring the knowledge 
of how best to implement those changes. 

In light of the issues brought forth 
by the NAMES assembly, such a diverse 
group of passionate individuals in our 
community is an invaluable asset to 
making KO a better and safer place for all 
students in the Upper and Middle Schools. 
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Hi everyone! I hope that 
all of your sporting and academic 
ventures have been treating you 
well, and that you’re enjoying the 
cooler weather! Welcome to round 
three of getting lit in the opinions 
section with Janvi. Today’s topic: 
Thanksgiving. Now I, for one, 
could certainly use three extra 
days off school, and I’m sure 
students and teachers alike could. 
But one thing I’m not looking 
forward to this Thanksgiving 
break? Thanksgiving. That’s right, 
I just don’t like Thanksgiving! So 
this article is going to be on my 
reason for disliking this holiday.

First, an anecdote: When I 
was in the first grade, in my first 
year of school in America, one craft 
project we did was making these 
turkey placemats. We each got a 
worksheet which had a giant clipart 
turkey, which we were supposed 
to color and cut out. We pasted 
our turkeys onto “fall-colored” 
construction paper. The final and 

most important part of this project 
was to write, on feather-shaped 
pieces of paper, what we were 
most thankful for. In my sloppy, 
first-grade handwriting, I wrote 
that I was thankful for my parents, 
my baby brother, my home, and 
so on. These feathers were glued 
to the turkey’s tail, and the whole 
thing was laminated. I actually still 
have mine, buried somewhere in 
the garage along with all the 
rest of my amateur art projects. 

So what was the point of 
the whole project? It was a fun 
activity reinforcing what we had 
learned in class, which was that 
in fall 1621, a group of Pilgrims 
and a group of Iroquois Native 
Americans all sat down to a boun-
tiful, peaceful feast and every-
thing was great and everyone 
was super thankful for everyone 
else. Well, actually sweetie, 
sorry to burst your bubble but 
that’s not really how it happened.

See, the thing is; we’ve been 
fed this whitewashed version of 
history for as long as we can 

remember. It seems that we 
Thanksgiving-lovers as a collec-
tive have forgotten about all of 
the rape, genocide, infection, etc. 
that was brought upon the Native 
Americans by the Europeans ever 
since good ol’ Chris Columbus 
sailed the ocean blue. Even now, 
Native Americans are sidelined in 
society, cheated by the U.S. govern-
ment out of land and resources, and 
still remain in the abscess created 
when they were first taken advan-
tage of by settlers. So that image 
of a small band of Pilgrims and 
Native Americans sitting down 
for a nice, peaceful dinner one 
late Thursday in November and 
ceremonially eating a glorified 
chicken in a gesture of goodwill 
and solidarity? That, my friend, is a 
very historically inaccurate depic-
tion of how things actually went. 

The whole idea of Thanks-
giving is based upon the concept 
of equal power for the Natives and 
Pilgrims, represented by that one 
dinner party. The thing is, there 
never was any sort of balance of 

power between those two groups. 
To say that there really was a “first 
Thanksgiving” as such (which in 
itself is a shaky maybe at best), 
which transformed into some 
sort of yearly festival of altruism 
and a show of appreciation for 
a good harvest season (this one 
is extraordinarily doubtful at 
best), is to overlook the fact that 
hundreds of thousands of Native 
Americans were violated in count-
less ways by European settlers 
and still suffer those effects. 

“But Janvi,” you whine, “let 
me eat my turkey in peace! Thanks-
giving is a time for family and 
friends to sit down for a big meal 
and have gigantic feuds and watch 
football! It’s no longer got anything 
to do with Native Americans.” And 
that is exactly my point. Thanks-
giving is, at its core, a holiday 
celebrating a glorified version of 
events that did not happen. What 
REALLY happened, as mentioned 
above, was genocide, rape, theft, 
and disease. When you say that 
Thanksgiving bears no relevance 

to the plight of Native Americans, 
I urge you to think again. The 
very existence of Thanksgiving 
negates the deplorable past and 
ongoing struggles faced by their 
dwindling population. And by 
having Thanksgiving dinner like 
this, and paying no attention to its 
historical basis, one is complicit in 
efforts to cover up and disregard 
what was done to the people that 
truly lived here before anyone else. 

Personally I am a big fan 
of the Indigenous People’s Day 
movement that began in L.A. to 
replace Columbus Day. Maybe 
someday in the future something 
similar will occur with Thanks-
giving. One can hope, right?

 I can only hope that by 
reading this article, you’ve gained 
a better understanding of what 
really went down way back and 
why Thanksgiving, in my eyes, 
is a truly deplorable holiday. 

Hope you enjoyed round 
three of getting lit in the opin-
ions with Janvi, and as always 
until next time, stay woke!

Thanksgiving? No Thanks!
by Janvi Sikand ’19

The education system is 
flawed. Obscene amounts of stress 
are inflicted on every student; 
Everyone struggles more than 
they should. A character breaking 
model of learning is thrust on 
us students from a young age. 
As a result, human beings seek 
outlets, ways to be creative, 
ways to relieve stress. For some 
it’s music, for others it’s art or 
sports. Human beings are unique 
and crave different types of fulfil-
ment, in their different struggles. 

To say that there is one 
subject which every student strug-
gles with the most is simply not 
accurate. English can be the most 
stressful class, but so can math or 
science or history or literally any 
class a person takes. To make such 

a generalization about  students’ 
struggles connects to a central flaw 
in our education system: that we 
should educate one type of learner.

English may feel, or even 
be, tedious at times. However, 
other classes can also feel this 
way, seemingly presenting us 
useless information in our lives. 
Still, English, like every other 
class, teaches people to think in 
different ways. A symbol that one 
might find arbitrary, could be a 
breakthrough, the end of a search 
in another person’s mind. Just 
because you don’t feel that you 
want to express yourself  in your 
English assignments, doesn’t mean 
that the kid next to you hasn’t 

been waiting for that opportunity. 
If your learning style is not 

one that values writing, then don’t 
go to KO. It is clearly marketed 
and labeled as a writing school. 
However, as seniors the English 
classes include a one semester 
elective, of which there is a lot of 
variety, and a senior thesis. Most 
schools have this requirement 
or a senior project. Due to the 
fact that KO is a writing school, 
we are required to write a thesis. 

The opposition is correct 
when he states that there is no break 
from English because students are 
required to read summer reading 
books. However, he refuses to 
acknowledge that one of these 
books is for the history curriculum, 
and students are also required to fill 
out a math packet. Thus I return 
to my earlier point of English not 
being the source of the student’s 
stress, just school in general. 

As far as choosing books 
with an important message, if the 
common theme of slavery as a 
topic each year is tiring, Spencer, 
I disagree. History classes discuss 
slavery and similar world issues 
over and over again. There are 
no complaints, because it is 
history, it is relevant, it is every-
where. It is still relevant in current 
politics and in everyday life. 

If another theme seems 
irrelevant to the current day, 
suggest another book to the 
English department. However, 
some students are always going 
to disagree with book selections. 

Reading, for some people, 
is their means of escape from 
the world around them. Their 
personal outlet to relieve stress. 
Some people find it physically 
exhausting to read; plenty feel 
the same about math. It is not a 
tragedy that everyone does not 
grow up to be an engineer or 
study history or even continue 
to practice a foreign language. 

by Jacqui Ouellette ’20

English can be 
the most stressful 
class, but so can 
math, or science, 
or history... 

English inspiration: a rebuttal
Everyone doesn’t need to read 
when they are adults if they don’t 
get something out of it. However, 
it is necessary to have good writing 
skills in college and beyond. 

English is beneficial not only 
in college, but in other classes as 
well. The writing and gram-
matical skills learned and prac-
ticed in English class  are useful 
in history papers, science labs, 
math proofs, another language 
class, and possible electives. 

Not only writing itself, 
but that way that students create 
and structure thoughts and argu-
ments is exercised and shaped in 
the English classroom. Creating 
a thesis and backing it up with 
solid reasons and evidence is 
essential for the classroom, and 
later in life. There is also the 
thought process of looking for 
and finding proper evidence that 
is cultivated in English classes. 

Some students are shy, 
others are loud. Class discus-
sions are still important. To listen 
and hear other people’s ideas and 
viewpoints is important. Under-
standing why other people feel 
differently about something and 
having a constructive conversa-
tion is a valuable educational 
experience. Too many problems 
in the world are caused by intol-
erance and the refusal to try and 
understand another point of view. 
Not all conversations are beneficial 
to every student, but that does not 
make them completely useless. 

English is an important part 
of KO and shapes the structure of 
the school. This school can be a 
stressful and difficult place. To 
blame a singular class for these 
struggles doesn’t make sense. 
English teaches expression and 
is an important learning tool for 
students. It’s ignorant to assume 
everybody has the same experience 
in school. It is important to cele-
brate one another’s differences. 

Midterms cause 
stress for seniors

Don’t let your grades slip. 
Take the SAT again. Finish your 
college essay. Write seven more 
supplemental essays for all of 
your colleges. Fill out the entire 
Common App. Review your activi-
ties. Create a resume. Make sure 
you participate in a fall sport. These 
are just half the requirements of 
students the fall of their senior year.

As if that isn’t enough 
work and stress already, an 
hour and a half test that will 
count as 15-20% of a student’s 
grade has been added as well.

Everyone at Kingswood 
Oxford looks forward to May of 
junior year because finally, the 
last exams of high school are 
over. After the May finals, my 
class and I celebrated for what we  
expected, no more big tests. None 
of us saw it coming. How would 
anyone have known this was 
coming? The day midterms were 
announced at assembly, the seniors 
shrank under an additional burden 
during the fall of their senior year. 
Seniors have enough work and 
should not have to take midterms.

Seniors  have endless 
amounts of work to do, whether 
it be for colleges or as homework 
or for the community. Seniors 
are leaders on campus and are 
expected to take a leadership role 
both on the sports field and during 
the school day on campus. Seniors 
do not need the additional stress 
of doing well on midterms. In a 
survey sent out to Kingswood 
Oxford juniors and seniors, out 
of the 89 students who responded, 
45 said they were “super stressed” 
for midterms and 32 students 
responded that they were “kinda 
stressed” for the upcoming assess-
ment. This means that 86.6% of 

by Christina Daniels ’18 the students who responded to the 
survey are worried about taking 
midterms this year. Although stress 
should not be a reason to not have 
something, seniors are dealing 
with enough stress already with 
the college process. Seniors have 
enough to worry about, without 
having to think about taking a 
midterm.  

This fear could be sparked 
by a variety of different things. 
One reason a student might fear 
the midterm could be the concern 
of prioritizing their time. A senior 
might spend a significant amount 
of time studying for the midterm, 
which will take away valuable time 
this student could be working on 
requirements for colleges. On 
the other hand, a senior may be 
too busy working to complete 
everything for colleges and 
won’t have time to study, which 
would result in doing poorly on 
the midterm, which is then sent 
to colleges as part of a grade. 

Taking midterms as a senior 
is a lose, lose situation. These 
grades matter, but so does every-
thing else colleges are looking for. 
So, which should a student priori-
tize? Is it better for a student to 
be proud of a finalized common 
application and essays, but embar-
rassed by grades that fell due to 
midterms? Or should the student 
be pleased with midterm grades, 
but have to scramble to send in just 
a first draft of a supplemental essay 
for an early action school? Seniors 
have to make extremely difficult 
decisions for their final year in high 
school, but this is not a decision 
any senior should have to make. 

Some students prefer tests 
and would not mind studying 
for a midterm in the midst of the 
college process, but most would 

 Continued on page 6.
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I know that there have 
been articles written about JV 
vs. varsity “inequalities,” but I’m 
only writing about this because 
I noticed that only varsity teams 
get a Player of the Moment in 
the KO News, never JV teams. 

I honestly never really feel 
the need to complain about being 
on a JV team because I don’t really 
see much of a difference in how 
the teams are treated. Obviously 
the varsity teams are seen as a 
little more intense than JV teams 
because, well, they are varsity.

I just don’t understand why 
a JV player doesn’t deserve to be 
recognized in the school news-
paper as Player of the Moment. 
All the teams at the school, no 
matter JV or varsity, work hard 
every day after school for the 
same amount of time at practice.

Then on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, all the teams, no 
matter JV or varsity, try their 
hardest to win their games. Addi-

tionally, every single team at 
the school has to suffer through 
long bus rides to get to those 
far away schools, to then play a 
game and drive all the way back.

If you look at the athletic 
program at KO this way, there 
isn’t much of a difference between 
JV and varsity sports, besides the 
fact that JV teams are an opportu-
nity for athletes to improve their 
skills in order to hopefully be on 
the varsity team the next year.

So, I am going to write my 
own little player(s) of the moment 
article for my team, JV soccer.

I think that all of the seniors 
on our team should be Players of 
the Moment and deserve recogni-
tion. This year we had four seniors: 
Gabby Rusconi, Hannah Bash, 
Holly Lombardi, and Olivia Rossi. 
All four of them were great leaders 
and very important to the team. 
Although it was Gabby’s first year 
playing on JV soccer, she imme-
diately took on a leadership posi-
tion on the team. She was always 
there to brighten the mood during 

both practices and games, and 
brought fun to the field every day.

Olivia was really impor-
tant as a forward this year and 
was very vocal. She was there 
during games to remind girls 
that they needed to be making 
smart passes. That leadership was 
super important this year. Unfor-
tunately, she got a concussion 
a few weeks before the season 
ended, but she was an amazing 
senior to have on the team when 
she was still able to play with us.

This year, we actually had 
two seniors that had been on the 
team for all four years of their 
high school careers. This wasn’t 
because they weren’t able to make 
varsity; they chose to stay on the 
team every year. That is something 
that I think is really awesome 
about the JV soccer team because 
so many of the girls are so loyal to 
the team and really want to be on it. 

Hannah Bash, one of the 
four year seniors, was usually a 
midfielder, until the last few games 
when she was asked to step up as 

a defender and do an awesome job 
when we lost a few girls to inju-
ries. I am so thankful to have had 
Hannah as a teammate for three 
years, and she was always there to 
be an amazing leader on the field. 

Not only was she fast and persistent 
on the field, she was also a super 
fun person to have as a teammate. 
Additionally, Hannah is known 
for her impressive dance moves, 
so if she ever offers to show you 
her coffee grinder move, for sure 
take her up on that opportunity. 

Holly was the other four 

Drone strikes have always 
been a heavily contested topic 
as they have both great pros and 
great cons to their use. I am of the 
mind that we should outlaw drones 
in military use as they desensi-
tize us to killing another human 
being, provide a moral discon-
nect between the drone user and 
the victim of the drone strike, and 
prevent new never-before-seen risk 
if they fall into the wrong hands.

First of all, I would like 
to acknowledge that in the short 
term, drones do indeed minimize 
civilian casualties. However, in 
the long term, the lack of connec-
tion between controller and victim/
victims dessenitizes us to the 
killing of another human being. 
While drone technology is very 
new, the moral dilemma which 
it presents is in fact quite old. 

Many years ago, there lived 
a shepherd named Gyges. He lived 
in a relatively uneventful life, up 
until the day when he found a 
very special ring buried in a cave 
near his home. The ring gave the 
wearer the power of invisibility. 
After acquiring the ring, Gyges 
was no longer satisfied with his 
uneventful lifestyle and set his 
eyes on seducing the king’s wife, 
which he succeeded in doing. After 
doing so, he snuck into the castle, 
using his ring and murdered the 
king, took the throne and married 
the king’s wife. This story is rele-
vant to the drone strike issue as 
the magical ring is symbolic of the 
technological advancement that is 
military drones. In the story, Gyges 
used his technological advance-
ment (the ring) to gain what he 
wanted, the king’s wife. He gave 
no thought to killing the king as 
he would never be confronted 
for his crime as no one could 

ever find out what he had done. 
I feel as though over time, 

the use of drones in military oper-
ations will eventually make it so 
we stop taking a moral look at the 
loss of life resulting in such strikes. 
Governments will be able to elimi-
nate targets without ever having to 
take responsibility for such assas-
sinations and the civilian casualties 
that come along with them. This 
is a dangerous proposition as this 
gives governments the power to 
potentially eliminate foreign polit-
ical leaders whose policies they 
disagree with without ever having 
to face responsibility. Not only is 
this ethically reprehensible; it also 
gives way to more problems, such 
as other counties being blamed 
for the crime. This could lead to 
unnecessary conflict and loss of 
human life, the one thing drones are 
supposed to minimize the loss of. 

Lastly, as with any new 
weaponized technology, there is 
always the fear that it will fall into 
the hands of corrupt, dangerous 
governments or into the hands of 
terrorists. Even though this argu-
ment can be made for virtually 
anything with the power to kill, 
I think it is particularly relevant 
in this case due to the previously 
discussed anonymity provided 
by drones. This anonymity 
allows terrorists and corrupt 
leaders to strike and kill without 
having to take responsibility.

In conclusion, the long-term 
risk involved with militarized 
drones is too high to continue 
their usage in modern society.

As they desensitize the 
user to the act of killing, they 
provide a sense of anonymity to 
violent governments and terrorist 
groups who could use them for 
evil and take away the moral 
issues stemming from the loss 
of life as a result of such strikes.

by Jaden DiMauro ’20

Drone strikes are 
morally dubious

by Maeve McDonald ’19

I think that all 
of the seniors 
on our team are 
the players of 
the moment and 
deserve recogni-
tion. 

JV socc player(s) of the moment

icMath: tricky problems 
for the curious minded
by Casey Qi ’19

Did you know: If you 
were to lay a map of a park 
flat on the ground, (it could be 
any part of it) there would be 
at least one point on the map 
that is directly above the corre-
sponding point in the park. This 
is just one of the applications 
of the Brouwer Fixed Point 
Theorem. Isn’t this cool? And 
now, are you ready for the Mathy 
version of the theorem that had 
just blown your mind away? 

The Brouwer Fixed 
Point Theorem says that a 

F i n d  t h e  n e x t 
member in this sequence 
1,11,21,1211,111221,...

Hint: if you interpret 
the elements of the sequence 
as numerical quantities, there 
seems to be no obvious pattern. 
Try to look at the relation-
ship between an element and 
its predecessor and focus on 
“symbolic” content. There 
is a pattern here, trust me…

Think outside 
the box!

Not challenged?  Try this!
Einstein’s Logic 

FACTS:
1. There are 5 houses in 5 
different colours. 
2. In each house lives a 
person with a different 
nationality. 
3. These 5 owners drink a 
certain beverage, smoke a 
certain brand of cigarette 
and keep a certain pet. 
4. No owners have the same 
pet, brand of cigarette, or 
drink.

CLUES:
1. The Brit lives in a red 
house 
2. The Swede keeps a dog 
3. The Dane drinks tea 
4. The green house is on the 
left of the white house. 
5. The green house owner 
drinks coffee
6. The person who smokes 

Pall Mall keeps birds. 
7. The owner of the yellow 
house smokes Dunhill. 
8. The man living in the house 
right in the center drinks milk 
9. The Norwegian lives in the 
first house. 
10. The man who smokes 
Blend lives next to the one 
who keeps cats 
11. The man who keeps 
horses lives next to the man 
who smokes Dunhill 
12. The owner who smokes 
Camel drinks beer 
13. The German smokes 
Marlboro. 
14. The Norwegian lives next 
to the blue house 
15. The man who smokes 
Blend has a neighbour who 
drinks water.
The question is: Who keeps 
the fish?

Last issue’s successful 
solvers were: Sharif Mutasim, 
Stacey Zhang, and Luv 
Kataria. And the randomly 
chosen winner of  the 
Dunkin Donuts gift card was 
Sharif Mutasim. Congrats!
Send solutions with 
justifications to qi.c.19@
kingswoodoxford.org. A 
winner will be chosen at 
random to receive a $ 10 
Dunkin Donuts gift card. 
All successful students will 
be recognized in the next 
issue.

continuous function from an 
N-ball into an N-ball must have 
a fixed point. Continuity of the 
function is essential, if you rip 
the map discontinuously, then 
there may not be a fixed point.

In additon to the map appli-
cation to this, if you take a cup of 
coffee, and slosh it around, then 
after sloshing it there must be 
some point in the coffee which 
is in the exact same spot that it 
was before. (though it might have 
moved around in between). In fact, 
if you tried to slosh that point out 
of its original position, you can’t 
help but move a different point 

year senior we had this year on the 
team. Holly was basically a brick 
wall on defense. She made it super 
difficult for anyone to get past her 
and was amazing at clearing the 
ball in very crucial moments. She 
also played midfield this year, and 
was always able to dribble past 
the other teams and pass the ball, 
creating awesome offensive plays. 
Holly was probably the most vocal 
player on the field and never failed 
to make sure it was known when 
a girl on the opposing team was 
not being marked. I am going to 
miss Holly’s amazing sense of 
humor on and off the field next 
year and the way she was able to 
make the most boring of drills fun. 

We had an amazing season 
this year, and I think this can largely 
be attributed to all our seniors. 

 I am going to miss all of 
these girls next year, and I don’t 
know if practices will ever be as 
fun as they made them this year. I 
just think that it is important that 
the seniors on our team get a lil’ 
shout out for being so awesome. 

Photo courtesy of Getty Images.
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How long does it take you to 
write a three to four page paper?  
A few hours?  A day?  A week?  
For me it’s hard to write anything 
after name, teacher, date, title.  
Writing is a long hard process 
that I unfortunately can’t avoid.  
In fact, I will be forced to spend 
a whole quarter of the school year 
trying to compare two books that 
I don’t really care about when 
I have to write my senior thesis.  

Personal ly  I ’ve  been 
dreading the whole senior thesis 
experience since I learned it wasn’t 
something I could get out of.  I’m 
not alone in this mindset, as 60% 
of the 90 current Form 5 and 
Form 6 students who responded 
to a poll agreed that the thesis 
should not be required.  As a 
science and math girl, I don’t fancy 
myself very good at expressing 
an opinion about literature 
through writing, especially if I’m 
supposed to write over 10 pages.  

The whole idea of a senior 
thesis is obsolete.  It should be 
replaced by something that allows 
all seniors the freedom to complete 
a project on a topic or area they 
are passionate about instead of 
rambling about books they don’t 
understand or care for.  Another 
question from the same poll 
revealed  that 91% of the students 
agreed that they would prefer a 
senior project to a senior thesis.  

The current senior thesis 
is monitored and graded by a 
member of the English department, 
whereas a senior project would 
be fully dictated by the students.  
Each student would have to choose 
which subject they wanted to 
focus on.  The projects could be 
related to anything as long as the 
student has an idea and a passion 
for what they are discussing.  

A student who likes science 
and math could get an engineering 
internship at a local company such 
as Pratt and Whitney.  A student 
who loves art could create an 

exhibit of paintings or drawings 
or sculptures or prints.  A student 
who likes humanities could still 
write a thesis if they wanted or 
they could create a series of poems 
or a short story.  A student who 
loves sports could get an intern-
ship at ESPN, shadow a college 
coach in the area, or even work 
with Mrs. Fiske in the athletic 
department.  This would give 
students a chance to express who 
they are and possibly look closer 
at something they might want to 
pursue in the future.  The project 
would not be a part of the English 
curriculum like thesis is now but, 
would be it’s own separate “class.”

Schedules would have to be 
arranged so that the seniors would 
have the time for their project 
throughout the spring semester.  
The students would need a project 
advisor that they can check in with 
on a biweekly basis.  This could 
possibly be an extension of their 
current advisors role because they 
would only provide guidance and 

not need an extensive knowledge 
about the topic.  The project unlike 
thesis would not be graded, instead 
each student would present their 
project in some manner that can 
be shared within the community.  
The work students produce would 
not be driven by the need for a 
good grade but by their interest 
in the topic they chose.  In this 
forum students would be taking 
ownership of their work and the 
process they took to complete 
it.  Isn’t that what a KO educa-
tion is supposed to be about? 

Of course one thing people 
will say is: “You’re going to have 
to write like this in college.”  In 
reality, not all colleges require 
a senior thesis and many give 
the option of completing a final 
cumulative project that connects 
to the major someone is pursuing.  
The English classes and all KO 
classes for that matter are geared 
toward writing; this is what 
prepares students for writing in 
college, not thesis.  Others may 

Senior thes(is) uneccessary
by Maitland Bailey ’18 argue that it’s practical to practice 

planning  long term and to learn 
organizational skills; however, 
being at KO already teaches 
students these skills.  By having 
this project, the school is telling 
students that English is the most 
important subject and nothing 
else matters.  This is mirrored in 
the way that English is the only 
subject students must take every 
year of their high school career.

The idea of a senior 
thesis might be spectacular to 
some people; however, a senior 
project would better allow 
students to express themselves.  

Making thesis a large 
part of the English curriculum 
puts the subject on a pedestal 
above all the others.  The paper 
also affects people negatively 
by increasing stress levels as 
well as forcing students to focus 
and spend time on something 
that doesn’t interest them.  It’s 
time that KO looks at alterna-
tive options to the senior thesis.  

Let’s talk about Netflix. 
We’re all familiar with “Netflix 
and chill” and the often overheard,  
“I wanna watch throwback shows 
so let’s turn on Netflix.” Well 
now Netflix has the audacity to 
take away all of the good shows. 

This includes throwbacks 
and classics. I understand that 
Netflix is trying to create their 
own brand, and I will be the first 
one to say that I love some of 
their shows and they do really 
well with the majority of people. 

However, that doesn’t 
give Netflix the power to 
remove all of our favorite 
shows, the reason why we all 
joined Netflix in the beginning.

So now that we don’t have 
our favorite shows what are we 
supposed to do when we want 
to sit down with our friends 
and stream a classic movie 
or TV show. We can’t do it. 

Lots of people, including 
myself, are debating on switching 
providers to Hulu or Amazon 
Prime where I can get more of 
my all-time favorite shows. Even 
though I am a senior in highschool, 
I loved watching old Disney shows 
and being able to pick out my 
favorite episodes. Maybe I should 
submit this as a complaint to 
Netflix because this is an outrage.

A couple of fan favorites that 
have been taken down are “Friday 
Night Lights,” “One Tree Hill,” 
“The League,” “How I Met Your 
Mother,” and “Family Guy.” These 
shows were staples in the lives of 
many teenagers, but now we can’t 
even go back and rewatch them. 

In addition to taking away 
our fan favorite shows, they are 
raising the monthly price by a 
dollar and although it may not 
seem large, that will add up. That 
means it will be twelve dollars 

more per year and with all of Netf-
lix’s consumers, so they will be 
making an insane additional profit. 

While Netflix is trying 
to create even more original 
series, they’re stripping the 
website of the classic shows 
and movies  we a l l  love .

Movies like “Titanic,” 
“Hotel Transylvania 2,” “Love 
Actually”, and most importantly, 
“Sky High” are no longer on the site. 

Soon, people will stop 
watching Netflix because they 
can’t watch the things they 
have originally signed up for. 
So I have one question. WHY? 
Why Netflix? Why are you 
taking away the movies we love 
and our childhood favorites? 

We, as viewers, are not mad 
that you are creating your own 
brand with new shows, but we 
are mad that you think it is okay 
to just rip away our childhood 
and the shows we love. How are 
we going to keep those memories 
alive if we can’t stream them? This 
was our only chance to see them.

I would like to know who 
is in charge of deciding what 
shows stay and what shows go. 
Then I wouold like to fire that 
person. It makes absolutely zero 
sense to take off fan favorite 
shows like the ones I previ-
ously mentioned, while keeping 
unimportant shows and movies 

For example, the entire 
“Sharknado”  movie  f ran-
chise can be found on Netflix. 
I don’t know who has the time 
to waste on these movies, but 
I’m guessing not many people.    

In conclusion, I would like 
to propose that other sites, such 
as Hulu or Amazon increase 
their library of movies and 
TV shows so they will attract 
more customers and steal from 
their competition. “Hulu and 
Chill…” I can see it coming...

Netflix has no chill
by Eliza Charette ’18

Terminate midterms for seniors 
mind. These students who 

do not mind, however, could  
easily could find something else 
to improve in their own college 
application or even help fellow 
students out with their applica-
tions. The college process seems 
never-ending and there is always 
something to do to strengthen a 
student’s application. Students 
at Kingswood Oxford have 

taken final exams and have been 
preparing for college their entire 
time at the school. As seniors, we 
have other tasks to prioritize. We 
have gone through the prepara-
tion for college, but this is the 
year we need to get into college.  

Senior year puts enough 
stress on students; there is no 
need to add on midterms to 
make this stress skyrocket. 

As seniors, we should not 
be embarrassed by the destruc-

tion that the midterms have done 
to our grades. We should not 
be embarrassed by silly typos 
and grammatical mistakes that 
we missed in our college essay. 

We are told that this year 
matters, and that colleges want to 
see how we are doing in classes. 
We should be proud of our grades 
that we have worked so hard for. 
We should be proud of all the 
time and effort we have put into 
the college process as a whole.

Continued from page 4.

Tell ’em why you mad...
Jane Dunbar- “...this exam schedule. I have tests and quizzes surrounding my 
midterm that make me more stressed.”

Eliza Charette- “...that weight training goes until 5 p.m. everyday except 
Wednesday.”

Emma Ouelette- “...that the girls powder puff game still hasn’t happened.”

Keegan Toland- “...I only need 1/2 credit of art to graduate, yet I still have to 
take all of my other classes.”

John Leuschner- “...I’m a senior and I have to take midterms.”

David Arcesi- “...having a 100 word vocab quiz every week is not manage-
able.”

Desiree Davis- “...lunch is so much worse this year.”

Noelani Jackson-Sherman- “...that there is a ‘colored men’s’ group on campus 
and colored women are not invited.”

Jimmy DiVirgilio- “...we have fire drills every day in the freezing cold.”

Keegan McMahon- “...all the inequality with girls and boys sports.”

Juliana Kulak- “...there is class after our midterm.”
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Culture Climate Team cultivates change

Recently, Dean of Students 
Will Gilyard initiated the Climate 
Culture Team (CCT) to engage 
students and faculty interested 
in bettering the KO community. 

The  members  of  the 
group had their first meeting 
on Friday, Nov. 3 where they 
discussed ideas from the NAMES 
Assembly which had taken place 
around a month ago on Oct. 6. 

Mr. Gilyard said a goal of 
the Culture Climate Team is to 
examine what ideas the NAMES 
Assembly generated and to come 
up with ways to enact them. “In 
[our] world, we get a lot of negative 
content; we must counteract it,” 
he said. “It’s all about belonging 
at KO, rather than just fitting in.” 

M a n y  s t u d e n t  a r e 
excited to be part of this team. 

Sophomore Alyssa Pilecki 
said she became part of the CCT 
because she wanted to help take 
the necessary steps to improve 
KO as a community. “It’s about 
taking action, and I want to 
be a part of that,” she said. 

S o p h o m o r e  J u a n i t a 
Asopokai said she agreed that it 
is important to her to have a part 
in shaping the community for the 
better. “At Kingswood Oxford, 
we’re being prepared for the 
world beyond high school,” she 

said. “They say kindness starts at 
home — I hope that by encour-
aging the kindness already present 
on campus, our home-away-from-
home, it’ll be easier for the virtue to 
be carried out the doors and perma-
nently into our lives as adults.” 

Science teacher Lisa Bailey 
said that this team is very impor-
tant to her. “I love the chance to 
hear kids talk about their high 
school experience,” she said. 
“Most importantly, though, I want 
everyone to feel safe at KO.” 

Senior Gabrielle Ruban said 
she hopes the CCT can bring about 
change by emphasizing social 
connections at KO. “Through the 
CCT, I’m hoping that I can see our 
community feel more united, and 
have people feel more comfortable 
connecting with people they don’t 
exactly know that well,” she said. 

Freshman Prairwaa Madden 
agreed that the community could 
use more empathy and connections 
on a deeper level. “There are lots 

by Esha Kataria ’20

“They say kind-
ness starts at 
home. I hope that 
by encouraging 
the kindness 
already present 
on campus, it’ll 
be easier for 
the virtue to be 
carried out the 
doors and perma-
nently into our 
lives as adults.” 
-Juanita Asapokhai

of cliques here, and I’ve noticed 
that people aren’t willing to branch 
out and talk to others,” she said. 
“I want the student body to be 
more connected, and I think that 
can happen if we organize more 
form activities and team building 
exercises through the CCT.” 

School Counselor Chas-
tity Rodriguez said that the CCT 
is all about improving the school 
culture and climate with the help 
of the students. “It’s all about 
giving students choice and [a] 
voice in the community,” she said. 

Senior Harold Krause 
said he thinks the Climate 
Culture Team is a great idea 
because it offers an opportunity 
for people to get together and 
discuss, while shedding light 
on issues in our community. 

Mr. Gilyard said he and some 
other faculty came up with the idea 
of having a CCT through surveys 
and polls done over the years. 

A lot of the students who 
participated in the survey voted 
“yes” when asked if they wanted 
a campus team like CCT. “We 
had to listen to the kids,” he said. 

Ms. Rodriguez said she 
looks at the CCT as one bigger 
group working toward a common 
goal with subcommittees of the 
different social justice clubs like 
Hearts of Hope, Minute for Mental 
Health, GSA, United Students, 

 “It’s all about 
belonging at KO, 
rather than just 
fitting in.”

–William Gilyard

and Orange is the New Grey. 
She  emphas ized  tha t 

these clubs all share something 
in common, which is working 
together to spread awareness 
and improve the KO community. 

Members of the team 
said they think having the CCT 
is important and necessary. 

“Because no person and no 

place is perfect, including KO, I 
feel this team can help to introduce 
new ideas and new plans to make 
our school a more welcoming 
and safe environment,” Alyssa 
said. “To start,  I think we can all 
work on trying to be more inclu-
sive than exclusive. We should 
all be more aware of our actions 
and what’s appropriate to say 
or do in different situations.” 

Juanita said she agreed that 
the team can be a source of reflec-
tion and action. “Every commu-
nity is able to reflect on the way 
students interact with one another 
and call out the problems,” she 
said. “But the best communi-
ties do something about it.” 

Ms. Rodriguez said she 
thinks having this team of 
students is necessary because the 
students are the ones who are 
most immediately impacted by 
the culture and climate at KO. 

“We, as an institution, 
should be graduating engaged citi-
zens who feel like they can make 
change, and have practice and 
experience doing that,” she said. 
“With this team, students can get 
experience identifying problems, 
brainstorming, and acting on those 
problems in the community.”

Mr. Gilyard said that the 
endgame for this team is to posi-
tively impact the community and 
he is so excited to be a part of that. 

Hewett Day shows spirit, celebrates teams
Every year Kingswood 

Oxford holds a day to honor all 
of the students that are involved 
in athletics by having home 
games back to back in order 
to demonstrate school spirit. 

This year’s Hewett Day 
took place on Saturday, Oct 21.

“I thought it was nice that 
the school would hold a celebra-
tion for everyone involved in 
sports; it was a good way to 
get excited for homecoming,” 

said freshman Emma Henry.
The day itself started off with 

Head of School Dennis Bisgaard 
singing the Danish national 
anthem. “Mr. Bisgaard sang the 
Danish national anthem to kick off 
Hewett Day and it was really cool. 
I don’t think anyone was expecting 
it,” said senior Christina Daniels.

Middle schoolers had games 
in the morning. “I watched the 
middle school games so I could 
watch my sister and advisees and 
it was a fun time,” said senior 
Maitland Bailey. “Mr. Bisgaard 
singing was pretty cool too.” 

During the middle of the 
day, the entire sports department 
gathered on the football field to 
make their appearance known. 

Director of Athletics Debbie 
Fiske announced the teams and 
played a designated song during 
which the players walked out.

“I didn’t think it was super 
well organized but it ended up 
being kind of fun for school 
spirit I guess,” said senior 
Emma Smith about the parade.

Once the teams were called 
out to walk on the field, they 
walked up the stage and gave 
KoKo a high five and lined up. 

All teams had to line up 
into two parallel lines that were 
divided up by specific sports. 

Mr. Bisgaard then ran 
through everyone until he made it 
to the end of the two lines.“It was 
really nice to see Mr. Bisgaard 
so happy when he was running 
through everyone,” said sopho-
more Kathryn Westrick. “I thought 

it was sweet of the school to incor-
porate him in this day because 
he’s leaving after this year.” 

Once Mr. Bisgaard was 
recognized, the athletic depart-
ment gave the students the job of 
organizing themselves  into the 
letters K and O. It took all the 
players about two minutes to rear-
range themselves into these letters.

Then ,  sen iors  SAAC 
president Noah Gibson and 
vice president Abigail Eberle 
led the teams in a chant.

“I enjoyed the chant because 
it helped spread school spirit 
and I think that was the entire 
goal of Hewett Day,” said Noah.

Senior Eliza Charette said 
that the ceremony lacked purpose. 
“I appreciate that all the teams 
were recognized, but I thought 
that the ceremony lacked purpose 

by Haley Gervino ’18 and felt a little out of place,” 
she said. Some teams did not 
have games on Hewett Day, so 
certain students weren’t thrilled.

“We didn’t have a game 
on Hewett Day: we had it the 
Friday before. No one went on 
Saturday, so it was very insignifi-
cant,” said sophomore Tim Cotter. 

Sophomore Jackson Wolff 
agreed with Tim. “We didn’t have a 
game on Hewett Day and I feel like 
all varsity sports should,” he said. 

Soccer athletes weren’t 
the only ones who felt left 
out of a Hewett Day game. “I 
believe varsity volleyball should 
have had a game in the spirit of 
Hewett Day. This being my last 
year at KO, I really wanted a 
game,” said senior Amiya Young.

Some students  didn’t 
enjoy  or  even choose  to 

“It was really 
nice to see Mr. 
Bisgaard so 
happy when he 
was running 
through everyone. 
I thought it was 
sweet of the 
school to incor-
porate him in this 
day because he’s 
leaving after this 
year.”
–Kathryn Westrick

a t t e n d  t o  H e w e t t  D a y. 
“I don’t care about sports 

so I didn’t go to Hewett Day,” 
said senior Neil Hemnani.

M a n y  s t u d e n t s  s a i d 
they hope that Hewett Day 

“I enjoyed the 
chant because 
it helped spread 
school spirit and 
I think that was 
the entire goal of 
Hewett Day.”

 –Noah Gibson

will be different next year. 
“I hope that they add on 

games next year because as a 
student government member and 
president of SAAC, I suggested 
a fall festival which would 
promote more people to come 
so they had other things to do,” 
said Noah. “Even though I’ll 
be in college next year I hope 
they amp up Hewett Day.”

Overa l l ,  Hewet t  Day 
is a way to bring together the 
KO community and honor 
those who are active in sports. 

Everyone was invited 
to come out and get involved 
w i t h  t h e  s p e c i a l  e v e n t s 
h a p p e n i n g  o n  c a m p u s . 

Students cheer on their teams and show off their school spirit on the football 
field during Hewett Day celebrations this year. Photo by David B. Newman.
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‘A Bad Moms Christmas’ disappoints

T h i s  r e v i e w 
m a y  c o n t a i n  s p o i l e r s . 

 I’m going to start off 
this review by being open about 
the fact that I went to see this 
movie with my mom and two 
friends TOGETHER. Now, if 
you don’t already know, I am 
obsessed with the original “Bad 
Moms” movie that came out 
last year. I must say I am guilty 
of watching this movie over ten 
times, looking up my favorite 
scenes on Youtube to rewatch, 
and telling almost everyone 
about my love for the movie. 

When I found out there 
was going to be a second “Bad 
Moms” movie I was ecstatic. I 
don’t believe that there was anyone 
that was more excited than I was 
about “A Bad Moms Christmas.” 
Guilty again, I watched the trailer 
well over ten times, and showed 
it to as many people as I could.

As much as I did enjoy 
watching the second movie, and of 
course I laughed numerous times, 
something about it just didn’t 
exactly live up to my expecta-

tions. Now, just to be clear, I am 
NOT saying that the movie was 
bad because that would just be 
horribly wrong; it just wasn’t as 
original as the first as it had too 
many sappy moments for me.

I think one of the main 
reasons I didn’t absolutely love 
the movie was because in the first 
one there was the original char-
acter of Gwendolyn, an insanely 
mean and psychotic mother at 
the school. Gwendolyn is Presi-
dent of the PTA, allowing her to 
believe that she runs the school 
and she can mess with anyone. 
For example, Gwendolyn ensures 
that Amy Mitchell’s daughter, 
Jane, gets benched on the soccer 
team and she even attempts to get 
her expelled by planting drugs in 
her locker. Keep in mind, Jane 

is in middle school! As much as 
this is literally insane, the movie 
was hilarious because no one ever 
imagines mothers acting this way.

However, in “A Bad Moms 
Christmas,” things take a wacky 
and unexpected turn. The three 
mother best friends from the 
original movie, Amy, Kiki, and 
Carla, are surprised by the visit 
of their mothers for Christmas. In 
this movie, there is the obsessive 
mom (Kiki’s mother), the over-
bearing/controlling mom (Amy’s 
mother), and the flat out crazy 
and wild mom (Carla’s mother). 
Even though these characters 
were extremely funny to watch, 
there was nothing original or 
special about them because they 
all possessed traits and quali-
ties commonly seen in mothers. 

Now, there were some 
extremely hilarious scenes. For 
example, there’s a great scene 
in which all three families go to 
Skyzone on Christmas Eve and 
play dodgeball. There is a show-
down between Amy and her 
mother as they are the last two 
members left standing in dodge-
ball. Amy’s mother, Ruth, had also 

just confessed that her own mother 
yelled at her two months ago for 
wearing opened toed shoes on a 
boat. Clearly, Ruth is so controlling 
of Amy because her own mother 
is a helicopter parent. In addition, 
when Kiki and her mother, Sandy, 
go to the therapist together it is a 
guaranteed laugh. Trust me, there 
are many more funny scenes, but 
I don’t want to spoil the movie!

My only true complaint 
with this movie is the fact that 
there were sappy scenes towards 
the end. Clearly, there is some 
tension between Amy and Ruth. 
After getting into a fight, they 
make up in the end, and honestly 
it was just too much. In my eyes, 

‘Jigsaw’ movie leaves  
audience in pieces 

This review may contain 
spoilers, along with themes of death. 

 “Jigsaw” was released 
on October 27th, 2017 and is the 
eighth film in the “Saw” series. 
The movie begins when a series 
of murders that encompass all of 
the markings of the Jigsaw killer 
(John Kramer, a fictional char-
acter who appears as the antago-
nist in the Saw franchise) have 
law enforcement officials chasing 
down the ghost of someone who 
had been dead for over ten years.

 The  po l ice  become 
involved in a complicated 
game that has only just begun. 

They evaluate the deaths 
and decide whether or not it 
is a trap by a serial killer who 
has a plan of his own or if John 
Kramer back from the dead. 

Jigsaw first appeared in 
“Saw”, the first film of the series 
that was released in 2004. The film 
tells the story about oncologist 
Lawrence Gordon (played by Cary 
Elwes) and photographer Adam 
Stanheight (played by Leigh Whan-
nell), two men who were abducted 
and wake up chained to pipes at 
opposite ends of a filthy bathroom. 

Together, they come to the 
conclusion that they have been 
trapped by the infamous serial 
killer. The two must work together 

to complete his wicked puzzle that 
decides whether or not they live. 

As all of this is happening, 
Dr. Gordon’s wife (played by 
Monica Potter) and daughter 
(played by Makenzie Vega) 
have to unwillingly watch his 
suffering via closed-circuit video. 

I watched the original 
“Saw” movie in the beginning 
of the summer time, and I fell in 
love with it. The directors made 
the movie suspenseful and didn’t 
give things away, such as who 
the killer is or who would die first 
(unlike some other horror movies 
that I have watched this year.) I 
was on the edge of my seat the 
whole time, and when I found 
out that this new movie would be 
coming out this year, I was more 
than excited. I couldn’t wait!

Sadly, I can just say that 
I’m really disappointed now. I 
think that the plot of the movie 
was good and that the storyline 
was different from the others, 
yet it still related to them (so that 
it isn’t completely far off) but 
there were many certain twists 
and turns that my head couldn’t 
keep up with. I thought that it was 
overwhelming at certain points. 

I think that each character 
tried to develop their roles as 
well as they could throughout 
the movie,  but  sometimes 
their voice still wasn’t heard. 

The following movies in 
the series: Saw II, Saw III, Saw 
IV, Saw V, Saw VI, and Saw 3D 
continue the story of the serial 
killer and his devilish plans that 
he constructs to destroy people’s 
lives. “Jigsaw” is portrayed by 
American actor, Tobin Bell. 

In the series’ narrative, 
John is a former civil engineer 

Tri-M honors     
student musicians  

Seniors Alex and Zachary 
Herz have initiated an effort to 
bring a new music program, 
Tri-M, to KO. Tri-M is a 
national music honors society 
which dedicates itself to philan-
thropy through supporting 
music in local communities. 

Upper School Orchestra 
and Band Director Todd Millen, 
who heads up the KO chapter of 
Tri-M, describes it as a means to 
give back to the KO community or 
local communities in Connecticut 
through music while enabling 
KO’s very own musicians. 

Alex and Zachary said that 
they have been eager to get KO 
involved with Tri-M.  “I wanted 
to start it at KO because I did it 
at my prior school, and it had a 
huge impact,” said Alex. “We 
raised thousands of dollars for 
a student’s family for cancer 
research in their name and we 
raised money for music equipment 
at the school which I got to see and 
use which was really amazing.” 

Both brothers are passionate 
about music and want to help KO 
experience more of what music 
can offer. “We know there are 
people out there who share the 
love of music and would willingly 
help out,” Alex said, “so Tri-M  
helps people use their passion to 
support others in the community.” 

S e n i o r  J a k e  K u l a k 
said he think this will be an 
extremely successful program 
to have at KO. “I have heard of 
Tri-M before, and I think that 
starting one on campus could 
make the already strong music 
program even stronger,” he said.  

The whole point of the 

organization is to better the world 
around us through music. On the 
National Association for Music 
Education (NAFME) website, 
the vision for Tri-M is: “Leading 
the world in music education, 
empowering generations to create, 
perform, and respond to music.” 

However this organization 
needs student ambassadors on 
campus, and to be a member of 
Tri-M, one needs to be a student 
and musician. Mr. Millen says that 
a student has to be a good commu-
nity citizen, maintain a B academic 
average and be passionate and 
excel in some way through their 
music. While the program will be 
selective and there is an application 
process, he says that anyone who 
can meet the criteria should join 
because Tri-M can be an extremely 
successful program and generate 
positive change on campus.  

KO can expect an exciting 
addition to its diverse array of 
extracurricular activities, clubs 
and programs; Tri-M will benefit 
not only musicians who want to 
perform and play music but the 
entire community by coming 
together for causes that are impor-
tant and related to music. “Music is 
such a powerful force to begin with, 
and Tri-M gives the kids a great 
way to give back,” Mr. Millen said. 

 I was on the edge 
of my seat the 
whole time.

“We know there are 
people out there 
who share the love 
of music and would 
willingly help out.”

 —Alex Herz

by Hannah Bash ’18

by Ishaa Sohail ’20
by Nell Schwartz ’19

“A Bad Moms Christmas” ad. Photograph courtesy of Google Images.

Something about 
it just didn’t 
exactly live up to 
my expectations.

a movie like this should be strictly 
funny. Even though there has 
to be some conflict, I just wish 
it was more like an evil villain 
mom, rather than a sad argument 
between mother and daughter.

I don’t want this review to 
discourage readers from watching 
“A Bad Moms Christmas” because 
believe me it is guaranteed to make 
you laugh out loud, just be prepared 
for some sappy scenes. At the end 
of the movie the grandmas become 
best friends and announce they are 
leaving for Vegas. I’m predicting 
yet a third movie in this series, and 
I have high hopes for it. What could 
be funnier than three grandmas 
partying in Vegas together? 

I thought that it 
was overwhelming 
at certain points.

who is dying from an inoperable 
frontal lobe tumor that he had 
developed from colon cancer. 
Because of this, he attempts to 
commit suicide, but fails. After 
this, he finds “a new apprecia-
tion for life”, and tests others’ 
will to live with vicious methods. 

He forces his subjects 
through deadly scenarios, which he 
referred to as “games” or “tests.” 
These tests and games symbolize 
what Jigsaw recognized as an 
imperfection in their oral character 
and his victims are forced to inflict 
pain upon themselves or others in 
order to escape. Because he cuts a 
puzzle piece shape of flesh from 
those who fail, the media gives him 
the notorious name of “Jigsaw.” 

The film was directed by 
German-born Australian film 
directors, producers and screen-
writers Michael and Peter Spierig, 

identical twin brothers who are 
professionally known as The 
Spierig Brothers. Both men write, 
direct, and produce all of their 
movies; they are also extremely 
involved in the visual, editing, and 
sound effects of all of their projects. 

At the Australian Film Insti-
tute Awards, the brothers won a 
prize for Best Visual Effects for 
their second film “Daybreakers.”

Overall, I thought that Jigsaw 
was a very interesting movie with 
its good and bad points, and it 
definitely kept me wanting more. 
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Maria Motelini sparks creativity 

This year’s Goodman Bank 
Series Artist was Ms. Moteleni 
Moteleni.  Every year,  one 
visual artist and one performing 
artist comes to KO, where the 
former works with the visual 
arts classes and the latter works 
with the jazz band and orchestra.

Ms. Moteleni was at KO 
for a week and met with five 
different classes, each three 
times; she worked with Upper 
School classes like photography 
and portfolio prep as well as the 
Middle School printmaking class. 

Ms. Moteleni went to Boston 
College and received a B.F.A while 
majoring in Studio Arts. She has 
now been a professional artist for 
20 years, and she has also done 
similar programs at other schools. 
Most of these programs have been  
longer after-school programs that 
lasts for several weeks or months.

Ms. Moteleni always wanted 
to be an artist, and got encouraged 
by high schol teachers to go to art 
school. “I feel like I have been an 
artist my whole life,” she said.“This 
is the kind of thing that I am made 
to do, that I am good at. It is what 
makes sense to me the most.” 

She said that she loves the 
opportunity to visit other schools, 
in order to see how they do things 
and to insert herself into their lives. 

by Luv Kataria ’20 “All of the kinds of students that 
I work with are all different from 
each other,” she said. “ A lot of 
times, I am working in a space that I 
don’t have the necessary art equip-
ment, so it is nice to do this in a 
sort of professional environment.” 

Ms. Moteleni lives by 

  “Art is some-
thing that you 
can do at any 
age, whether as a 
hobby or profes-
sion.”

–Maria Motelini 

She does a lot of fiber 
art, which incorporates making 
things from soft fabrics through 
knitting or sewing. “One of the 
reasons that I like to work that 
way is so you can work big, but 
also really really small,” she said. 
“I really like to make inflatables 
sometimes, when you get a fabric 
and sew it and then inflate it.” 

Basketball has been a big 
part of Ms. Moteleni’s life, and she 
shows this in her works. In June of 
2016, Ms. Moteleni teamed up with 
a program called, “Boston AIR” 
and painted a basketball court. The 
group worked with hundreds of 
youth from after-school programs 
in Boston, where they painted and 
designed a 20,000 square foot 
court. “I love to make work about 
basketball,” she said. “My artwork 
has actually taken me to the Phil-
ippines, Burline, Italy, Croatia.” 

Artist that Ms. Moteleni 
admires are Agnes Martin, 
the  Bauhaus  a r t i s t s ,  and 
J o s e f  a n d  A n n i  A l b e r s .

Creative Arts teacher Greg  
Scranton said that working closely 
with an artist who has such unique, 
collaborative projects is a great 
opportunity for students who are 
taking art. “It’s a very rare and 
unique experience; colleges 
have programs like this, not high 
schools,” he said. “Each year 
presents something unique, and 

He also described her as a craftivist, 
using the craft to be active socially, 
delivering a message. “I think that 
the goal is that at the end of all 
this, the students will share the 
work that they created as a result 
of working with her,” he said. 

Program coordinator for 
the Goodman Banks Artist Series 
Dr. Wayne Pierce said that Ms. 

Ms. Moteleni helps out in Mr. McDonald’s art class. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19. 
herself in an apartment building 
where 150 other artists live. One 
has to be certified as an artist by 
the city of Boston to live there. She 
and these artists had to raise two 
million dollars to rent the building.

A lot of Ms. Moteleni’s proj-
ects largely incorporate teaching. 
Other than making art, Ms. 
Moteleni does freelance design 
work and art handling; she also 
organizes shows and has been an art 
assistant for other artists in the past. 

it’s kind of cool for us because 
we get to do this every year.” 

He described Ms. Moteleni’s 
work as a social practice, as she 
is interested in connecting her 
creative ideas with communities. 

Through the last week of 
October and into November, 
KO hosted German exchange 
students who stayed with host 
families from the school commu-
nity. The point of their visit was 
to learn about the Upper School 
while performing with choral 
and orchestral groups in the area. 

Upper and Middle School 
choir teacher Steve Mitchell, is a 
colleague of music Director Maria 
Fiedler from the school Musik-
schule Filderstadt in Germany.

 “I led workshops in the 
States that Maria attended, and 
taught at the school in Germany 
as well. She mentioned the school 
was coming to New England 
and asked if KO would be up 
for hosting,” Mr. Mitchell said.  

While in Hartford county 
for a week, the German students 
played in two concerts at KO and 
a couple at surrounding schools. 

Mr. Mitchell said the way the 
students performed was received 
very well. “The cello ensemble 
was the big hit of the Upper School 
assembly; it was so cool,” he said. 

Junior Jacqueline Dugan 
was just as impressed. “The way 
the German students played in 
the orchestra was amazing,” 
she said. “I was in awe by how 
different and cool the sound was.” 

Mr. Mitchell had similar 
thoughts. “I was so impressed 
with the level of musician-
ship and quality of music 
that they played,” he said.  

Germans visit WeHa
by Nell Schwartz ’19 Not only did the students 

perform well, but they were  
also able to experience life in 
Connecticut for a week. Junior 
Elise Gendrich hosted two girls, 
Emilia and Juliane.  “KO fami-
lies hosted them because that 
gave them a more authentic and 
immersive experience here,” 
she said. Throughout the week 
they stayed with the Gendrich 
family, from Oct. 26 to Nov. 2. 

Elise said that while here, the 
girls went to the mall, played laser 
tag and even went to Boston for 
some sightseeing. “I really enjoyed 
hosting the girls,” she said. “They 
were friendly and spoke English 
very well. We got along very well 
and my family chatted a lot with 
them about the differences in our 
schools, our pets, and playing their 

instruments--because Juliane plays 
flute and so do my dad and sister.” 
The German students were able 
to experience what being a teen 
in New England is like while 
touring with their musical groups. 

Mostly everyone that was 
asked about the performances was 
amazed at the level of musician-
ship of the students. “The chorus 
and orchestra was incredible!” 
said senior Ben Tauber. “I wish I 
could play cello like those kids.” 

For one week, KO was able 
to expand its community with 
new students. “It was amazing 
having the orchestra and chorus 
on campus,” said eighth-grader 
Edward Schwartz. “I hope that one 
day KO can bring a group of musi-
cians to Musikschule Filderstadt 
and experience life in Germany 
and perform for the school as 
well. It was great meeting and 
singing with the Germans. It 
would be so cool to get to do 
what they did here, I would love 
to sing for them at their school.” 

Many said that the week 
was extremely successful as 
our “KO-mmunity” was able 
to offer a new experience to 
foreign exchange students while 
appreciating their performances. 

Mr. Mitchell said that there 
were many moving parts to coordi-
nate the Germans’ visit to Connect-
icut. “I’m so grateful for the KO 
students who took in the Germans. 
We housed 60 people who came, 
teachers and children; 20 families 
opened their homes for a week, 
and it was amazing,” he said. 

German student performs on the 
cello. Photo by Nat Bates ’18.                           

Sam Smith’s sensational 
singing steals hearts 
by Gabrielle Ruban ’18

Referred to as a male 
version of Adele, Sam Smith has 
made a huge name for himself as 
a British pop and R&B singer-
songwriter. As of now, Smith has 
won over 20 awards, including 
four Grammy’s, one Oscar, three 
Billboard Music Awards, one 
AMA, and six MOBO Awards. 

Released on Nov. 3, 2017, 
Smith’s second album, “The 
Thrill of it All,” definitely has a 
Sam Smith sound, with its bluesy 
vocals, soulful accompaniment, 
and themes of love & heartbreak. 
Before I say more, I’d like to say 
that Smith’s music is very different 
from what I usually listen to. 
Nonetheless, his popularity and 
success is well deserved, as his 
lyrical and vocal artistry can touch 
even the souls of the most unex-
pected listeners, such as myself.

Even though I have a bias 
towards deeper male voices, 
Sam’s clean vibrato and smooth 
R&B riffs are always pleasant to 
listen to. In addition to his solos 
in emotional ballads, Smith incor-
porated gospel-like choirs in the 
background, such as in the tracks, 
“Pray,” “Nothing Left For You,” 
and “Too Good At Goodbyes.” 
There is something so powerful 
about the polyphonic nature of 
a mixed chorus, and this feature 
really adds to the emotions already 
expressed in Smith’s own vocals.

Heartbreak and melan-
choly are common themes in 
Smith’s music, in general. As 

beautiful as each of the album’s 
tracks are, it is very clear that 
this album is a compilation of 
breakup songs. After all, love 
is one of the most universal 
emotional experiences and mental 
states that humans can undergo. 

However, when that theme 
of heartbreak is portrayed in nearly 
every track, it gets a little trite. In 
addition, nearly every song has a 
dreary, miserable tone to it. While 
I understand that Sam Smith 
himself has confirmed that happy 
songs are far from his style, the 
repetitive gloominess of the tunes 
makes them start to blend together, 
becoming almost indistinguishable. 

In my opinion, the only two 
songs that don’t fall into those ‘Sam 
Smith clichés’ are “Say It First,” 
and “HIM,” with the former being 
more upbeat and about the euphoria 
that comes with unrevealed love, 
and the latter being about coming 
out as gay to not only God but 
Smith’s own father, as well. 

With all of its successes 
and failures, I think Smith 
produced a successful album, for 
there wasn’t a single song that 
felt like a basic, filler track or 
was just unbearable to listen to. 

Smith’s album succeeds as 
it incorporates popular hip-hop 
beats and pop synths, while also 
including more traditional aspects 
of blues and soul.The album 
was purposefully engineered to 
include catchy melodies, emotive 
lyrics, and popular backtracks 
that result in any album being 
chart-topping and award-winning.

 

Moteleni was very successful at 
KO. “She related [to the students] 
what she did in her life as an artist, 
the way she saw things, and the 
way she was able to transform 
things from what she saw,” he said. 

Ms. Moteleni added that art 
is always available as an option 
for  a profession, or just a hobby 
at any stage in life. “I think that it’s 
important to know if you decide 
to be a professional artist or not, 
art can always still be part of your 
life. Art is something that you can 
do at any age, whether as a hobby 
or profession,” Ms. Moteleni said.  
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The school year is all about 
finding your strengths and weak-
nesses, what you love and don’t 
love, and what you possibly want 
to pursue as a career later in life. 
Around this time of year, upper-
classman (specifically seniors) 
have to dedicate more time in 
their already busy schedules to 
figuring out what they want to do 
because they have to keep college 
applications in mind. Everyone 
has different interests, and many 
people want to pursue some 
sort of artistic career, whether 
it be in photography, music, or  
visual arts, and we have many 
of these artists here on campus! 

Senior Mackenzie Gold-
schlager is a visual artist who 
draws and paints traditionally, as 
well as digitally. She has been 
involved in art her entire life, 
but began getting more serious 
about art and drawing regularly in 
middle school. She uses practically 
any medium with her artwork, 
whether it be watercolor, acrylic, 
charcoal, graphite, or marker. 

She is pursuing a career in 
Game Design, so she has been 
looking at and applying to schools 
like Drexel, WPI, Northeastern, 
and NYU. Most of these schools 
have programs that include a 
mix of technological and artistic 
elements which she seeks. She 
submits works of art via Slide-
room and Dropbox to get some 
of her pieces out ahead of time. 

The thing that Mackenzie 
loves the most about art is how 
few guidelines or limits there are. 
“I can draw or create whatever 
I want, whenever I want, and it 
allows me to indulge my creativity 
to any extent!” said Mackenzie. 

She also said the degree to 
which anyone can improve makes 
her love art even more. Mack-
enzie believes that with hard 
work, any person can pursue art 
and become a great artist. Art is 
something that she constantly 
works to improve at, and that 
work pays off, largely because 
her progress is tangible. She said 
it’s incredibly rewarding for her 
to compare a current work with 
something that she did six months 

ago, to be able to say, “Wow! 
I’ve improved a lot since then!”

Aside from having many 
visual artists, we also have some 
musicians. Senior Jake Kulak has 
been playing in the school’s jazz 
combo since his freshman year 
and is also in an AP music theory 
class. He loves “jamming out” 
with his peers, and he also enjoys 
having experienced teachers 
such as Upper School Creative 
Arts teacher Dr. Pierce intro-
duce him to new types of music. 

He really likes how Dr. 
Pierce uses the method of being 
more focused on playing as a 
group and communicating with 
one another as they create the 
music. “I think other musicians 
could benefit from it,” said Jake. 
Jake is looking at Berkeley and 
Belmont music school and is 
submitting his already recorded 
music with his applications. 

Some seniors are not as 
serious about art as others; take 
senior Gabrielle Ruban, for 
instance. She has been involved 
in some sort of vocal performance, 
whether it be choral groups, 

acapella, or musical theater all 
her life, but she is not applying 
to a specific music program. She 
said that in her common applica-
tion, singing came up a lot, and 
she shared how she was the solo 
singer for the national anthem. 
She sent in a video of her singing 
that as a part of her portfolio. 

Some students, such as 
senior Alicia Henry, love to create 
visual art and music. She has been 
drawing since middle school and 
has taken art classes every year 
at Kingswood. She has played 
the flute since the fourth grade. “I 
can’t exactly describe what I love 
without it, but I can’t picture my 
life without either,” said Alicia. 

Despite not being able 
to imagine her life without art, 
Alicia said that they only thing that 
she did not like about this entire 
process is the competition. “Espe-
cially for flute, I often feel like I’m 
not good enough,” Alicia said. “For 
drawing, I guess it’d be that some-
times I have a lack of creativity or 
when I do have an idea I don’t have 
the time to draw and I’m such a 
perfectionist that I’m not satis-

fied with my portfolio right now.” 
Alicia’s family doesn’t want her 
to do a single major in the arts, so 
she is double majoring with inter-
national studies with either music 
or art. She has not decided yet; 
therefore, she is submitting both.

Senior Angie DeLucia has 
been involved in photography 
since her first year at KO, and 
she said that was when she really 
got into it. She was in Photo 1 
her freshman year and Photo 2 
Honors her sophomore year. She 
ultimately did an independent 
study on film using the dark room. 

“I love seeing things that I 
didn’t see without my camera,” 
said Angie. “It’s like a different 
world taking pictures, and it’s 
just a different experience.”

When choosing what to 
include in her portfolio, Angie 
met with Creative Arts Teacher 
Greg Scranton. Together, they 
sifted through he portfolio to 
decide what to send in. He helped 
her find unique pictures that tell a 
story, and she hopes her pictures 
are something college admis-
sions officers haven’t seen before. 

  Four KO choral and 
instrumental groups will perform 
a variety of jazz and popular 
music during Jazzappella Night 
in the Black Box Theater at 
6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 16. 

The event  is  f ree  to 
everyone and no tickets are 
needed. It is the fourth Jazzap-

pella night at Kingswood Oxford. 
The groups performing are 

the Oxfordians (the all-female a 
capella group), Crimson 7 (the 
all male a capella group), the US 
Jazz Combo and the US Big Band. 

For  Jazzappel la ,  the 
Black Box will be decorated 
like a nightclub or cabaret. 

The Oxfordians who are 
directed by Creative Arts teacher 
Steve Mitchell, will be performing 
the 50's DooWop song "Lollipop" 
and "Turn the Beat Around." 

Mr. Mitchell said that the 
group lost some great voices 
when last year’s seniors gradu-
ated, but they already have 
great voices in the group and 

Artists aspire in college

Gettin’ jazzy 
at Jazzapella 

“I love the inti-
macy of it. 
Because it is such 
a small space, it 
feels like a club.”

—Mr. Millen

have added a few more this 
fall.  “The group is stronger 
than ever,” Mr. Mitchell said. 

 He sees the night as a fun 
and informal way of sharing 
music. “The a cappella ensem-
bles have been developing. It's 
kind of a ‘love fest’ as we listen 
to the great music our friends 
are making,” Mr. Mitchell said. 

Crimson 7 Director David 
Baker loves this concert because 
it is the first concert night for the 
a capella groups. “It's a good gage 
for them for what they need to work 
on and what they are doing well. It 
helps them get rid of the butterflies 
for the next concerts,” he said. 

C r i m s o n  7  w i l l  b e 
performing three pieces. The first 
will be “Sweet Caroline” which 
will feature sophomore Charlie 
Coxon as a soloist. They will also 
perform “Lean On Me" that has 
both senior Sharif Mutasim and 
junior Luke LaTorre singing solos. 
The final song will be “Attention," 
featuring senior Zach Herz on solo. 

Creative arts teacher Wayne 
Pierce will be directing the US Jazz 
Combo and US Big Band. David 
Bush ‘85 will step in to play drums 
and will have a solo during the 
night. His piece for US Jazz Combo 
will be “Chica Bonita” and his 
piece for the Big Band is “Cute.” 

Creative arts teacher Todd 
Millen looks forward to the night 
and believes it will be great. “I love 
the intimacy of it. Because it is a 
small space, it feels like a club,” he 
said. “It’s great to have the audi-
ence right on top of the musicians.” 

by Ishaa Sohail ’20

by Luv Kataria ’20

A sense of community 
takes the center stage
by Olivia Rossi ’18

Epic’s third coffeehouse 
had some minor changes, such 
as location, but overall the same 
supportive atmosphere remained as 
students performed songs and read. 

In prior years, coffee-

house took place in Commons. 
However, once Commons was 
transformed into the Math 
and Writing Center, it became 
harder to host the performances. 

Senior and Epic leader 
Skylar Barron said that they 
decided to host the event in the 
library because it would have 
been too difficult to move so 
many chairs and tables around 
in the Math and Writing Center 
given how small the space is. 

The decorations also got 
an update. “Mr. Kravetz got 

new speakers which were much 
easier to transport,” Skylar said.

Even with the change in 
location, Skylar stayed hopeful 
that people would want to 
perform. “I hoped people would 
sign up based on the success of 
the last coffeehouses,” she said.

Luckily, the interest in 
coffeehouse persisted and the 
sign-up sheet was inundated 
with sign-ups. In the end, there 
were 13 performances, and 
the night lasted from 6-8 p.m.

Senior Haley Carangelo, 
who has performed at all of the 
coffeehouses to date, said she 
was nervous, but her prior expe-
rience helped to ease her nerves. 

Fellow senior Emma Ouel-
lette echoed Haley and said she 
was really nervous as well but 
enjoyed singing with her sister, 

Maeve McDonald ’19 and Olivia Coxon ’19 perform “Small Bump” by Ed 
Sheeran at Coffeehouse. Photo taken by Ali Meizels ’19.

sophomore Jacqui Ouellette. 
All other performers inter-

viewed agreed that the atmo-
sphere was very accepting and 
comfortable, making getting up 
in front of everyone a lot easier.

The audience’s under-
standing of the performers’ 
courage played a major role 
in the easy-going atmosphere.

“I really enjoyed seeing 
people have the confidence to 
perform,” said senior Hannah 
Bash. “It’s really courageous.”

As a first-timer at Coffee-
house, Ryan Goss quickly noticed 
the accepting feel. “I thought 
everyone that performed was  
brave and everyone who listened 
was really non-judgemental.”

“An unbeliev-
able success 
with a comfy and 
accepting vibe.”

—Skylar  Barron

Another thing that added 
to the atmosphere was the deco-
rations. “The decor really made 
the library feel like a coffeehouse 
and made people more willing to 
perform without being judged,” 
said senior John Leuschner.

Overall, Skylar enjoyed 
the event and called the night “an 
unbelievable success” that gave 
off “comfy and accepting vibes.” 
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KO students-turned-teachers thrive

Have you ever thought about 
coming back to KO five, six or 
seven years from now as a teacher? 
Chances are it doesn’t seem all that 
likely. Interestingly enough, that’s 
what history teacher David Baker, 
science teacher Kristen Barry, 
physics teacher Kathleen Disanto, 
history teacher Andy Krugman, 
creative arts teacher Greg Scranton, 
school counselor Chasity Rodri-
guez, and English teacher David 
Hild all would have said during 
their time as KO students as well. 

“To be candid,” said Mr. 
Hild, “none of my teachers 
h e r e  w o u l d  h a v e  i m a g -
ined me doing that either.” 

Some teachers said they 
returned to KO right after college. 
Mr. Baker said he faced a choice 
between pursuing performing or 
searching for a teaching job. “I 
made the decision that as long as 
[a job] made sense and was finan-
cially worthwhile,” Mr. Baker said, 
“I would take it. I interviewed at 
KO right after that and had a really 
great time here. I reconnected with 
former teachers of mine, sat in on 
some classes, and really liked it.” 

Ms. Barry also said she had 
a very brief gap between her time 
as a KO student and teaching. “I 
was picking [my brother] Jack 
up from school one day,” she 
said, “and Mrs. Bernatchez came 
out to talk to me and told me a 
position was opening up. I said 
yeah, that sounds awesome.” 

For Mrs. Disanto, the deci-
sion to return to KO had more to 
do with her family and career deci-

sions. She said that, after attending 
grad school and working corpo-
rate jobs at Textron and Pratt and 
Whitney, she looked for a change 
of pace. “While I love the work 
and the problems and the intel-
lectual challenge of it,” she said, 
“I did not love the hours and 
the incredible amount of stress 
and pressure that you feel every 
day. I had my son towards the 
end of the time that I was there, 
and I didn’t see him at all.”

Many teachers said that 
their transition back to KO, as 
a teacher for the first time, was 
fairly odd. “It was a bit surreal,” 
said Mr. Krugman, “because if 
you had asked me as a student if 
this would possibly ever happen, 
I would have thought ‘never in a 
million years.’ From that perspec-
tive, it was a little bit strange, but 
my former teachers who were then 
colleagues could not have been 
any more positive and helpful.”

Mrs. Disanto said that the 
most uncomfortable transition, 
for her, was attending assemblies 
as a teacher for the first time. “I 
think the weirdest thing was going 
to assemblies again,” she said, 
“because that’s almost identical to 
the way it used to be, with student 
speakers and announcements. I 
refused to sit in the seats for a while 
because it made me feel so much 
like a high school student again.”

For some teachers, KO has 
changed significantly since they 
were here as students. Mr. Hild, 
who graduated from KO in 1980, 
spoke to changes in the social 
climate at the school. “Without 
being negative about my experi-

ence as a kid,” he said, “I would 
say it’s a much more open and 
welcoming place to all people 
than it was in the 70s. I think 
that because we’re more diverse 
geographically, socially, and 
economically, that it’s a different 
place in that regard for people. I 
think that the student body that 
you’re a part of is a stronger student 

body than when I was a student.” 
Mr. Krugman ’86 expressed 

a similar sentiment. “I would 
say that it is a little bit smaller 
and warmer in terms of how 
people treat each other,” he said, 
“and how they celebrate what 
everybody has in terms of their 
interests and identities. I think 
it’s far healthier, not that it was 
unhealthy, but it was much more 
homogenous back then. If I were 
forced to choose between attending 
KO then and KO now, I think 
I’d prefer KO now. And I loved 
it then, so I think that’s good.” 

Mr. Baker said that the 

most significant change he has 
noticed is undoubtedly the tech-
nology. “None of my friends 
had cell phones,” he said. “My 
senior year, maybe a third of the 
class had a phone that they left 
in their car. It’s totally different.”

Teachers also mentioned 
physical changes on campus, 
especially the disappearance of 

by Emma Smith ’18

the majority of the houses and the 
addition of the turf playing field. 

As far as similarities, Mrs. 
Disanto immediately jumped 
to an unusual observation: the 
smells. “Some of the smells are 
the same,” she said. “Roberts 
has a very distinct smell”

Mrs. Barry said that during 
her time as a KO student, she was 
not aware of the relationships 
that faculty members are able to 
form. “As a student,” she said, “I 
didn’t realize how supportive and 
tight-knit the faculty was. I didn’t 
think I could like the community 
in general more than I already 

did, but I think I actually like 
the faculty community better.”

Mr. Baker said that he did 
not necessarily realize how the 
KO curriculum functions, in effect, 
until he returned as a teacher. “As 
a highschool student I think I felt 
like I needed to know every single 
fact,” he said, “and as a teacher 
I’ve realized that really what I’m 
teaching is skills. You have to 
use the content to get there, but 
really it’s a skill-based thing.”

And no, despite their actual 
paths, none of these teachers won 
the Senior Superlative for ‘Most 
Likely to Return as a Teacher.’ 
However, they did have some 
interesting awards among them. 
Mrs. Disanto won “Class Brain,” 
Ms. Barry picked up “Best Laugh,” 
and Mr. Baker earned “Most 
Likely to be on American Idol.” 

On the contrary, both seniors 
who have been selected by their 
class this year as the mostly likely 
to come back to teach said that 
they would not be surprised if 
they found themselves working 
in the classroom sometime soon.  

Senior Colin Regan said 
he hopes to teach in the future, 
but he’s not sure if his career will 
necessarily lead him back to KO. 

Senior Maitland Bailey said 
she thinks it’s very reasonable to 
assume she’ll find her way back to 
the school. “I think there’s a solid 
possibility,” she said, “because 
I’m strongly considering teaching 
as a career option, and I’ve pretty 
much been here my entire life.” 

W h i c h  c l a s s m a t e  o f 
yours could you possibly envi-
sion returning to KO to teach? 

Fashionista from afar:  
Alumnus Ben Putterman

the class of  2017, continues to sport 
his fashion sense on a new campus. 
He still takes pride in his outfits, 
and is ready to take on the subtle 
differences to express his style 

He compares his fashion 
sense now with what he wore at KO. 

“My fashion choices have changed 
big time. At college, there is simply 
no dress code. I can wear whatever 
I want, whenever I want,” he said.  

 With this freedom, Ben 
said that his style went in a 
different direction as he adapted 
to a more urban and rustic look. 

 Ben can often be seen 
adding accessories to his outfits. 
Incorporating a hat, watch, and 
bracelets to his daily outfits adds 
to his style. Ben's main ward-
robe consists of garb from well 
known brands such as Nike, 
Urban Outfitters, Polo, and even 
some finds from Marshalls. 

To complement these arti-
cles of clothing, he wears a white, 
blue, black, or maroon hat to add 
color and fun. Ben points out that 
the clothes are important, but the 
white sneakers with white socks 
really complete his outfits and are 
always easy for matching purposes. 

“The time of classes defi-
nitely affects the daily outfits,” 
said Ben. For example, on Tues-
days and Thursdays his 9:00 
class does not afford him a lot 
of time to pick out a fashionable 
outfit for the day, so he relies 
on sweatpants and sweatshirts.

With more time on Monday 
and Wednesday mornings, Ben 

Though fashion is always 
changing, it also persists, regard-
less of your whereabouts. For one 
former fashionista of the month, it is 
the setting, location, and changing 
times that dictate both figura-
tive and literal clothing changes.  

Ben Putterman, a graduate of 

by Sophia Kaufman ’20 tends to don more impressive 
looks. He mentioned that to be a 
fashionista even half of the time, 
the “on” days must be on point. 

Ben said that he is his 
own influence. “My fashion 
sense is not inspired from 
other people. I try to set the 
trends for others and be unique 
with my style,” he explained. 

As a fashionista, Ben makes 
recommendations for others. One 
tip he offers is to wear whatever 
you feel good in because it will 
make you feel confident. He also 
suggests to never plan outfits 
ahead, because it takes away the 
artistic talent. Ben walks into his 
closet, ponders his options, and 
picks the best outfit to rock the day.

With daily classes and 
multiple events per day, there is 
always room for a different style. 

Ben said that the common 
outfit for guys at a University of 
Richmond party includes a sports 
jersey and khakis. “It's a pretty 
basic look, but the team jersey says 
a lot about the student,” said Ben. 

A true fashionista, Ben has 
continued his stylisyh ways beyond 
the KO campus. Making some 
necessary changes has allowed 
Ben to keep up his trends while 
adapting to the college lifestyle. 

Scranton snaps shots
by Neil Hemnani ’18

Ben Putterman poses in a stylish 
outfit at University of Richmond. 
Photo courtesy of Ben Putterman.

Seven students-turned-teachers smile for the camera. Photos by Angie 
DeLucia ’18.

Art teacher Greg Scranton 
is quite the busy man. He teaches 
countless art students, takes 
care of his family, manages his 
ever-growing vinyl collection, 
and the list just keeps going on.

And yet, no matter how 
busy he is, you can regularly find 
him at music venues throughout 
Connecticut, Boston, and New 
York, with a camera in one 
hand and a phone in the other.

As a photographer and 
writer for the music blog 
“Surviving the Golden Age” 
(StGA), Mr. Scranton spends 
much of his free time with a photo/
press pass around his neck, taking 
photos at concerts, writing about 
concerts, and reviewing albums.

 Mr. Scranton got his 
start back when he was still a 
student at Villanova Univer-
s i t y,  n e a r  P h i l a d e l p h i a .

“When I was in college 
at Villanova University, I was 
involved with the college radio 
station, and a lot of the time, we 
would reach out to the [record] 
labels that would send us records 
whenever a band we liked would 
come to town and we’d ask if we 
could interview the band for the 
radio station, and so we’d get into 

these shows for free,” he said.
Ge t t i ng  h i s  s t a r t  i n 

1996, Mr. Scranton was armed 
with little more than a simple 
p o i n t - a n d - s h o o t  c a m e r a .

“I would just go to shows

Mr. Scranton poses with his camera in hand. Photo by Nat Bates ’18.

Continued on page 13.
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Creativity is an impor-
tant factor in writing, and this 
is history teacher Rob Kyff’s 
secret to success. Mr. Kyff uses 
his passion for both English and 
history to express himself in 
several different newspapers.

Mr. Kyff said he first became 
interested in journalism when he 
wrote for his high school news-
paper.  As a professional, he brought 
his talent to KO and became a 
journalism teacher and advisor 
for the KO newspaper in 1989. 
His love for writing and reporting 
was influenced by the many tele-
vision news shows, magazines, 
and newspapers he consumed

As an extension of his 
love of journalism outside of 
KO, Mr. Kyff has written for the 
Hartford Courant for 25 years. 
His first piece was published 
in the Courant on Sep. 30, 
1992. He contributed to many 
different columns in the Courant. 

Mr. Kyff has a dedicated 
column in the paper, which 
is the word column. Michael 
Gartner started this column in 
the early 1990s, and Mr. Kyff 
took over roughly two years later. 
He demonstrated his creativity 
in many different articles. 

His inspiration to write 
the word column came from his 
love for English and the humani-
ties. His interest and education 
included vast amounts of vocab-
ulary and word origin lessons. 

Nowadays, Mr. Kyff writes 
a weekly local article, in addition 
to being published in the Water-
town Daily Times in New York, 

the Trenton Times in New Jersey, 
the Greensburg Tribute Review in 
Pennsylvania, and the Sacramento 
News and Review in California. 

With an opportunity to share 
his creativity from coast to coast, 
Mr. Kyff often receives letters 
from his readers across the country, 
sharing their ideas and opinions. 

Although writing is a plea-
sure for Mr Kyff, he also encoun-
ters some challenges. ”I find 
that the most challenging part 
of writing is to come up with an 
interesting topic,” he said. “I 
shoot to write on subjects  that 
will interest my readers, be timely, 
and not be too complicated.” 

To keep the column inter-
esting and new, Kyff often writes 

a dialogue between two characters, 
a debate, or even a poem at times. 
Mr. Kyff said he is pleased with 
his readers’ response in regards 
to their interest in his columns. 

Mr. Kyff also writes a bian-
nual column recommending new 
books. This comes out every 
December and June to help with 
holiday and vacation shopping.

One of Mr. Kyff’s favorite 

words he has written about, he 
said, is “tranche,” which refers to 
a portion of something. He tends 
to listen to conversations and picks 
unique words to discuss. Due to 
this, Mr. Kyff has become a good 
listener and grammar expert. 

Mr. Kyff’s ideas for arti-
cles are often generated from 
readers who leave comments and 
suggestions, or from words that 
are frequently used incorrectly. 

Some of Mr. Kyff’s note-
worthy articles include a piece 
on a historical Vermont sight that 
was considered for the Statue of 
Liberty, as well as North Caro-
lina’s reaction to the claim that 
a Connecticut man flew prior to 
the Wright brothers. His feature 
articles often commemorate anni-
versaries of significant events such 
as the opening of the Golden Gate 
Bridge, the Hindenburg Donegal 
in 1937, and the 100th anniver-
sary of the Blizzard of 1908. 

Currently, Mr. Kyff is in the 
process of writing his third book. 
In 2000, he published a book 
called “Word Up!” which foucsed 
on grammar and the history of 
words. In 2003, he published his 
second book called “Once Upon 
a Word: Tales of Word Origins.”

Now that he is partially 
retired, Mr. Kyff has more time 
to write. He plans to base his next 
book on words as well as common 
controversies in the grammar world. 

Mr. Kyff is excited about 
the opportunity to continue 
sharing his prose with readers. 
In addition, he always enjoys 
his readers’ comments and criti-
cisms. In the end, he hopes that 
people just keep on reading!

Mr. Kyff, a.k.a. “The Word Guy“, 
smiles for the camera. Photo by Nat 
Bates’ 18.

The Word Guy ‘writes’ 
grammatical wrongs
by Sophia Kaufman ’20

Behind the IT team: Dan and Erik

Ben Small wins 
big prizes in debate 

Junior Ben Small, a fierce 
competitor, stands tall and 
proud with a medal around his 
neck, a trophy by his side, and a 
$10,000 gigantic check in hand.

Ben’s debating career 
started six years ago when he first 
attended a debating class at West-
field Academy in West Hartford.

Before his high school 
success, Ben qualified for the 
semi finals of a state middle school 
competition in eighth grade on the 
discussion of what the procedure 
should be in terms of quaran-
tining ebola in specific countries.

“I found [debating] very 
challenging,” Ben said, “in 
that I wasn’t very confident in 
public speaking, but I thought 
it was fun because there’s a 
competitive aspect to it, so 
it’s enjoyable when you win.”

Just last year he competed 
against 219 high school teams 
in the IPPF, International Public 
Policy Forum, which started 
in September and ended in 
May. His team first debated in 
a written format and then they 
packed their bags for New York 
to orally debate in the finals. 

Ben said the whole expe-
rience was very taxing, but 
winning the quarterfinals against 
Taiwan, the semifinals against 
a Pennsylvania team, and the 
final round against a team from 
Beijing, China made it worth it. 
The topic debated was if obliga-
tion to provide safety for refugees 
outweighs national sovereignty.

British Parliamentary is 
Ben’s favorite form of debate 

because it requires strong analysis. 
His favorite part of debate is that 
it’s extemporaneous. “You have to 
know about international relations, 
current events, history, economics, 
and philosophy,” Ben said.

Not everything in debate is 
easy. Ben said the toughest part 
is arguing a side that he person-
ally doesn’t believe in, yet he 
said he also appreciates being in 
those difficult situations. “Debate 
teaches you to step outside of 
your comfort zone by removing 
yourself from the role of an 
individual and into the role of a 
debater, which is separate in that 
you’re just trying to create the best 
possible arguments,” Ben said.

Ben’s debating team has 
noticed his laudable skills as well. 
“I never cease to be amazed by the 
debate talents of Ben,” Benjamin 
Mione, one of Ben’s debating part-
ners of three years, said. “He is able 
to deliver impassioned speeches 
and create complete compel-
ling cases about even the most 
seemingly mundane of issues.” 

Debates on extreme polit-
ical or philosophical ideas are the 
ones that excite Ben. “At a Yale 
debate tournament two years ago 
the topic questioned if terminally 
ill patients should be able to use 
untested drugs,” Ben said, “and 
we brought up the idea that you 
have to have complete control 
over your body otherwise you’re 
a slave to the government.”

Ben said his desire to win 
has led him through debates, and 
he looks forward to debating in 
college through the American 
Parliamentary Debate Association 
(APDA)  in weekly tournaments.

by Taline Norsigian ’19

by Taline Norsigian ’19

Imagine all of campus 
without wifi. Every computer 
shut down. No way for malicious 
teachers to change students grades 
from an A to a C, or for students 
to binge Netflix. Total chaos. 

That’s where Director of 
Technology Dan Bateson and 
Computer Support Coordinator 
Erik Durr come in to save the day. 
Sporting black KO shirts, the duo 
rises up to combat any technolog-
ical challenge coming their way. 
They are the superheroes of KO.

In the bottom of Roberts, 
the Information Technology 
(IT) department has only two 
full time employes: Dan and 
Erik. For the pair, a normal day 
entails working on long term 
projects and in between those, 
checking for requests about 
technology that needs fixing.

“The fun thing about IT 
is that there is no normal day,.
You walk in and you don’t 
really know what you’re going 
to experience,” Dan said.

While Dan said IT is enjoy-
able, the job also involves an 
immense amount of leadership. 
“Everything that gets plugged 

into the wall is the responsibility 
of the IT department, including 
any electronic device, an entire 
network, desktop computer, and 
anything behind the scenes, such 
as servers or switches,” Dan said.

One long term project they 
worked on in CT was installing 
new projectors in order to make 
them wireless. Another focus 
for the department is improving 
the wifi, especially in the newer 
parts of the school or updating 
computers. IT tries to guarantee 
99.9 precent wifi connectivity 
and are constantly replacing 
the networking equipment.

“Half of my day is spent 
troubleshooting issues on campus, 
teaching staff, faculty, and students 
how to use certain technology, or 
supervising them using it, but 
at least half of my day is spent 
planning for the future, doing 
paperwork, budgets, or profes-
sional development,” Dan said.

The tech team tries to 
complete most of the hardware 
replacement during the summer 
when they won’t be inter-
rupting classes, so that’s actu-
ally their busiest time of the year.

In addition to checking 
backups for computers and making 

sure all the switches are up, Dan 
and Erik have to stay on their toes in 
case anything goes wrong. “I think 
we do a good job most of the time 
to make sure that the network stays 
secure on campus to the best of 
our ability, but there are occasions 
where unexpected things happen…
Sometimes it’s a rogue email, 
sometimes a switch goes down 
knocking out network connectivity 
in a building, but that’s our job,” 
Dan said. “That’s why we’re here.”

Both tech rescuers said their 
favorite part of the job is working 
with the students. “We recently 
started the KO computer club, 
the KO 1080s, and we have been  
building gaming PCs,” Dan said. 
“I love watching kids learning 
and having fun using technology.”

Not everything is perfect 

in the IT department though; 
sometimes there is tension and 
struggles. “The tough part is that 
we run this department pretty lean 
and mean with just two people. 
I have a lot of clients between 
students and faculty,” Dan said. 
“It’s a lot of pressure keeping 
things up 100 percent of the time.”

Erik said the hardest prob-
lems are when major pieces of 
equipment fail during the day, 
limiting students’ internet access. 

The two also have picked 
the outcome of some tricky 
calls. “Recently the most contro-
versial decision was updating 
the projectors because some 
people didn’t see the benefit of 
having newer technology built 
into the system,” Erik said.

The latest projectors are 

brighter and have a higher RAM, 
which was an issue Erik said 
people complained about, are 
all wireless, and have different 
touch capabilities, so in the long 
run Erik said they’re worth it.

On one occasion, Dan had 
to shut down some programs that 
kids use each day. Dan said he 
shut down Facebook and Netflix 
for around four hours because 
the two apps were using a large 
amount of the school’s bandwidth 
to the point where it was affecting 
network performance on campus. 

“Within minutes, I got a 
ton of complaints from students 
to the point where I went to some 
of the administrators on campus 
to get their thoughts and we 
agreed that we should increase 
the bandwidth rather than shutting 
down apps, so we did,” Dan said.

“ I  don’t  know wha t 
percentage of kids know who Erik 
and I are,” Dan said. “We’re just 
two guys that wear black shirts that 
kind of walk around,” Dan said.

While on the surface, Dan 
and Erik might seem to be just 
two ordinary dudes, their real 
superpowers are routed through 
the cables,  circuit  boards, 
backups, and switches of KO.

Dan and Erik stand tall in their matching daily outfit. Photo by Nat Bates ’18.
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If you are a high school 
student that owns a cell phone, 
you probably spend a signifi-
cant amount of time each day 
using some form of social media, 
whether it be texting, Snapchat, 
or Instagram. Law Enforcement 
Officer Scott Driscoll, who has had 
significant experience with teen-
agers and cases involving online 
communication, came to speak to 
the KO student body about just that. 

Mr. Driscoll’s talk was 
mostly composed of anec-
dotes designed to warn students 
about the risks and dangers of 
using social media inappro-
priately, followed by tips for 
people to maintain their privacy. 

His main message had to 
do with how students should keep 
track of what they are sharing 
on the internet. “Monitor your 
accounts and digital footprint by 
searching yourself online (name, 
emails, screen names and any other 
term you think can be associated 
with you),” he said. “Monitoring is 

important because if you discover 
something that has gone wrong or 
there is an item you don’t want to 
be seen on social media, the sooner 
you discover it and do some-
thing about it, the better chance 
you have of getting control.”

Though he came to the 
school to talk a few years ago, the 
administration decided to bring 
him back to deliver his message 
to the KO community once again. 

“I felt that given some of 
the challenges that schools face 
with social media,” said Dean of 
Students William Gilyard, “it would 
be a great time to give students an 
experience in which we continue 
to raise their awareness about the 
dangers of social media and how 
to use it as a pro-social tool.”

Mr. Driscoll also gave an 
abbreviated presentation to the 
Middle School. Associate Director 
of the Middle School Kathy Dunn 
said that she thought his ideas 
were very important for even the 
younger students to understand. “I 
want them to really be conscious 
of the fact that they have a digital 

footprint in the first place,” she 
said, “because I think there are 
some that are young enough 
that they don’t really under-
stand the social media piece.”

To round out his time at 
KO, Mr. Driscoll spoke in front of 
parents. He said that he promoted 
communication between parents 
and their children. “One of the 
biggest messages I shared with 
parents was they can learn a lot 
from their children about how tech-
nology works, and I encouraged 
them to get involved and commu-
nicate with their children about 
technology and work together 
to stay safe,” Mr. Driscoll said.

Students had mixed reac-
tions to the assembly. Sophomore 
Amelia Boardman said she was 
skeptical about the relevance of 
Mr. Driscoll’s talk. “I feel like 
it was all stuff we’ve already 
heard before,” she said. “It was 
kind of like, don’t be stupid. It 
was mostly just common sense.” 

Amelia also said she sensed 
that fellow students did not believe 
that some of the encounters Mr. 

Driscoll described could ever 
apply to them. His stories about a 
girl’s inappropriate photos being 
permanently shared with people all 
over the world without her consent 
certainly seemed extreme, but in 
reality, as Mr. Driscoll pointed out, 
any unsuspecting student could 
be put in that situation if they 
did not take appropriate precau-
tions with their photo sharing. 

Ms. Dunn said that middle 
schoolers had a similar reaction to 
Amelia. “I think there were some 
kids who felt like he was exagger-
ating the potential consequences 
of people’s actions online,” she 
said, “mostly probably because 
they don’t want to believe that 
some of those things that he talked 
about could actually happen.”

Other students said they 
appreciated that they were able 
to learn from Mr. Driscoll. “The 
assembly was a great reminder 
about how technology can be 
dangerous,” said sophomore Luv 
Kataria, “and we heard about 
that in the stories that he told.”

Senior Dakota McMahon 

said that Mr. Driscoll’s presen-
tation stood out to her. “I think 
he definitely made good points 
about it,” she said, “but I’m 
not sure if it’ll change people’s 
view of social media. He was 
certainly very persuasive.” 

Many students said that the 
assembly did not have any impact 
on how they are using their phones 
or their social media accounts. 
Senior Haley Gervino, however, 
said that the talk inspired her to 
block a significant number of 
Instagram followers that she did 
not know personally, in order to 
protect her photos and her privacy. 

Despite the minimal reac-
tions to the assembly, Mr. Gilyard 
expressed hope for its impact 
on KO. “Hopefully our students 
will use some of the information 
they hear to make better deci-
sions as digital citizens,” he said. 

So even if you don’t decide 
to go completely incognito on 
social media, hopefully Mr. 
Driscoll’s presentation will make 
you think twice about what you 
choose to share with the world. 

If you’ve ever been lucky 
enough to take a class with 
history teacher Peter Jones, then 
you probably know he likes to 
have ambient music playing 
in the room while he teaches.

“I like to listen to music 
anywhere. I’ll even listen to music 
in class. It’s not listening to music; 
it’s having it on. I think a majority 
of students enjoy the difference 
[the music makes],” said Mr. Jones.

With his collection of over 
1500 vinyl albums, and countless 
CDs, Mr. Jones has developed 
quite the music taste over the years.

Finding music to listen 
to through his friends while 
growing up, Mr. Jones started 
out as a huge classic rock fan.

“It came out of friendships, 
in terms of people who listen to 
music together,” said Mr. Jones. 
“I remember in high school, going 
over to friends’ houses and listening 
to records. Probably the way some 
kids today go to their friends’ 
houses to play video games.”

Some of his favorite artists 
growing up were Bruce Springs-
teen, Yes, The Moody Blues, and 
Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young, all 
of whom he still listens to today.

Mr. Jones listens to most 
genres, but some of his favor-
ites are rock and roll, clas-
sical, folk, and holiday music. 
He says familiarity is the main 
reason that he still likes music 
he used to listen to growing up.

“In terms of rock and roll, 
it’s a connection to growing up,” 
said Mr. Jones. “In many cases, I 
like a combination of the music 
and the lyrics. I think that’s 
certainly true of folk as well. Clas-
sical is less lyrical, and Christmas 
music is much more musical to me 

than the meaning of the words.”
Growing up with vinyl, 

eight-track tapes, cassettes, 
and radio, Mr. Jones said he 
now listens to his many CDs 
but also has the opportunity to 
listen to music on his phone.

“I think on my phone, I 
have something like 18,000 songs, 
and occasionally I’ll put them on 
random, and it’ll go from Grego-
rian chants to something produced 
in 2017,” he said. “Sometimes I’m 
overwhelmed by my own music. 
However, that does not prevent 

me from listening to music.”
Mr.  Jones now relies 

on SiriusXM and his kids to 
find music, for the most part. 

“I like that [my kids] 
like music, and we share some 
similar tastes in music,” he said, 
“but we don’t have to like each 
other’s music. Not all of it.”

Despite listening to every-
thing from Gregorian chants to 
Bruce Springsteen, Mr. Jones 
said he doesn’t love everything.

“I am not partial to rap or 
hip-hop, though there are some 
songs where the beat and the 
music I enjoy,” he said. “I [also] 
never really developed a taste 
for electronic dance music.”

Mr. Jones also said he finds 
new music by hosting occasional  
“Music Nights” with his friends.

“We’ll  come up with 
seven categories, like “Female 
Vocalist’”or “Instrumental” or 
“Duos,” and then give the people 
who are coming two weeks to 
figure out a song from each of 
those categories, and then we 
share music,” he said. “A lot of 
the fun of that, in addition to 
sharing music with friends, is 
having to pick out a song. Having 
to go through your library and 

saying, ‘What do I think my 
friends would like to listen to?’”

If you’re trying to get a 
feel for Mr. Jones’s music taste, 
he says that Bruce Springs-
teen, Crosby, Stills, Nash, & 
Young, and Al Stewart are 
some of his all-time favorites.

And if you don’t want to 
dive into the discographies of three 
prolific artists with huge catalogs, 
Mr. Jones said the songs that best 
showcase his taste are “New York 
City Serenade” by Bruce Spring-
steen and “The Lee Shore” by 
Crosby, Stills, Nash, & Young.

“They’re both reasonably 
mellow, but I highly recommend 
them to anyone reading this article.”

Driscoll  calls attention to internet safety
by Emma Smith ’18 and

Music Lover of the Month: 
Peter Jones
by Neil Hemnani ’18

The camera man 

Mr. Jones sports a big smile for the camera. Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18. 

and bring my camera and 
shoot roll of 36,” he said. “Some 
times, I’d even get backstage.”

Once Mr. Scranton left 
Villanova, he didn’t get back 
into concert photography until 
he moved back to Connect-
icut. But this time around, it 
was more than just shooting a 
single roll of film for himself.

“After I had my kids, 
I  was l ike,  ‘Oh, I  should 
buy a camera,’ and bought 
a nice Nikon SLR,” he said.

After talking with an old 
friend, Mr. Scranton decided to 
get back into concert photog-
raphy, this time with his SLR 
instead of a point-and-shoot. For 
his first show, he headed over to 
Arch Street Tavern in Hartford 
with his SLR and shot Chelsea 
Light Moving, a band started by 
Thurston Moore of Sonic Youth.

As he got into shooting 
more and more shows, Mr. 
Scranton wanted to bring extra 
equipment, such as lenses, but 
was having trouble bringing his 
gear in without a proper pass.

Yes, you can take photos 
with a dusty point-and-shoot or a 
flip phone, but you need permis-
sion to use an SLR camera.

When a larger venue asked 
him for his photo pass, Mr. 
Scranton didn’t have one, but he 
was saved by Mark Nussbam of 
Manic Presents (formerly Manic 
Productions), the organizer of the 
show, who put Mr. Scranton on as 
“house photographer” for the show.

After that show, Mr. Scranton 
started doing some research.

“I literally googled, ‘how 
to get press credentials,’” he said. 
“[The concert photographers] 
basically were like, “you’re out 
of luck unless you write for some-
body or shoot for someone.’”

After some more research, 

Mr. Scranton StGA, knowing that 
he wouldn’t be able to shoot for a 
bigger publication like Pitchfork.

After speaking with Adam 
Morgan, the founder of the blog, 
Mr. Scranton started shooting 
and writing for StGA, this 
time with a proper press pass.

For  one of his first big 
shows, Mr. Scranton covered a 
band called Built to Spill  at the 
Spaceland Ballroom in Hamden. 
He said it was great because he 
was hooked up with a photo pass 
by a rep at Warner Bros. Records.

He said he’s able to get 
passes to shoot concerts because 
while artists have to give away 
a free pass, they get returns 
in the form of press coverage.

“It’s like, ‘I’ll scratch your 
back, you scratch mine,’” he said. 
“I don’t get paid, but I’ve saved 
thousands of dollars on shows.”

Mr. Scranton often covers 
concerts at College Street Music 
Hall in New Haven, seeing all 
kinds of artists, from Slowdive to 
Lil Yachty and Rae Sremmurd. 
 Al though  he  l ikes 
attending shows at small venues, 
Mr. Scranton likes bigger venues 
like College Street because they 
have photo pits, which is the area 
between the stage and the crowd 
barrier. In this area, he can shoot 
much more easily, and doesn’t 
have to get to the show super early.

Taking photos, notes, and 
recording the audio at concerts, 
Mr. Scranton tries to write in 
an autobiographical manner.

“I  wouldn’t  consider 
myself a great writer,” he said, 
“so I try to make it my own.”

I s  t h e r e  a n y t h i n g 
h a r d  a b o u t  t h e  j o b ?

“You have to be really 
present,” said Mr. Scranton. “You 
can’t just zone out and enjoy 
the music. You’re working, and 
when you go to a show, you don’t 
wanna feel like you’re working.”

Continued from page 11.

Jamie Amell ’20
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Homecoming: what a 
way to end Hewett Day
by Lian Wolman ’19

On Saturday, Oct. 21, the 
annual Upper School homecoming 
enveloped the cafeteria in a night 
of music and dancing to cap off 
spirit week and Hewett Day. 

S t u d e n t  g o v e r n m e n t 
worked hard to ensure that home-
coming was well-organized 
and fun, said SGA members. 

“We split up into committees 
so people were in charge of decora-
tions, finding a DJ, food and water, 
registration,” senior vice president 
Abby Eberle said. “In our meetings, 
we talked about who was going 
to do what and if we had enough 
money for certain things,” she said.

Every year, student govern-
ment looks to see how it can 
improve the dance. “We decided 
to add food for homecoming 
because it was such a success at the 
freshman dance, and we thought 
it would add an extra element to 
the dance as a whole,” Abby said.

Finding a good DJ for high 
school dances is always a chal-
lenge, but this year many people 
said they enjoyed the music. 
“I liked the music a lot,” said 
librarian Nancy Solomon. “Some 
years I can’t stand the music, but 
this year I thought the DJ was very 
good and had a broad variety of 

music, so a lot of people danced.”
Senior John Leuschner said 

he agreed. “The DJ was better than 
usual,” he said. “I had a lot of fun.” 

Other students disagreed 
and said they found the DJ’s music 
selection lacking. Regardless, 
they said they enjoyed the night. 

“I thought the DJ was not 
good,” said senior Skylar Barron. 
“But it was fun just being able 
to hang out with my friends 
during my last homecoming.” 

Faculty advisor for student 
government Margaret Kasprak 
said that the DJ asked for some 
song recommendations to play 
during the dance, so she had the 
members of student govern-
ment write down requests. 

“The DJ came from a group 
called ‘Boppers,’ and what was 
great about this DJ was that he 
emailed me and asked what the 
kids would like to hear,” she said.

This year, student govern-
ment charged six dollars for 
admission to the dance or five 
dollars and a can of food to donate 
to a local shelter. “We always 

“It was fun just 
being able to 
hang out with my 
friends during 
my last home-
coming.”

–Skylar Barron

want to try to give our proceeds 
to a charity, and we thought the 
cans would be an easy way to 
get people involved,” Abby said.  

At the beginning of the year, 
teachers sign up to chaperone 
at least one school event. Mrs. 
Solomon said that she loves to 

chaperone homecoming every year. 
“All the advisors have to chaperone 
something,” she said. “I deliber-
ately chose homecoming because 
I think it is the most fun event of 
the year. I love to see everyone 
dressed up. I love the music. 
It is really just a fun evening.”

Some students said they got 
very hot during the dance because 
there were so many people dancing 
in the same area. “In other high 
schools, homecoming is in the 
gym, and I think if it was in Hewett 
gym it would be better,” sopho-
more Hayden Smith said. “In the 
cafeteria it gets way too loud and 
way too hot. Most of the time I was 
just outside watching the Yankees 
game because it was too hot.”

Junior Andrew Holland 
said that homecoming hasn’t 
changed much since his freshman 
year, but it is still a fun night.

Junior Claudia Petrie said she 
agreed with Andrew. “The music 
was fine. I had fun dancing with my 
friends and dressing up,” she said.

“We always want 
to try to give our 
proceeds to a 
charity, and we 
thought the cans 
would be an easy 
way to get people 
involved.”

–Abigail Eberle

Ahana lends a 
helping hand
by Esha Kataria ’20

Freshman Ahana Nagar-
katti initiated a community driven 
effort, asking KO students and 
faculty to collect and donate goods 
for Puerto Ricans whose homes 
have been destroyed by hurricanes. 

Many Puerto Ricans are 
staying with families in CT, 
and the children attend Maria 
Sanchez School in Hartford. 

Maria Elena Quinones, 
one of Ahana’s family friends, 
asked her to start this initiative. 

Dr. Quinones is a prac-
ticing physician and many Puerto 
Rican patients have come to see 
her. Many clearly needed help. 
“One patient was pregnant,” Dr. 
Quinones said. “She was in need 
of some clothes and a stroller.” 

Dr. Quinones said she 
wanted to help, so she approached 
the Maria Sanchez School, which 
gave her a list of useful items. Dr. 
Quinones then passed the list onto 
Ahana’s family to help collect.

Dr. Quinones said the 
families have nothing and could 
use all the help they could get. 

“Most  of  them,  they 
came with a backpack and 
one set of clothes,” she said. 

Ahana said she agreed to 
jump in because she wanted to help. 
“They were having a bit of trouble, 
and I thought if we all got involved 
it would be much faster,” she said. 

Useful donations include 
clothes, bedding, school supplies, 

and small household supplies. 
Ahana said that so far, KO 

has collected a couple donations 
but more would be beneficial. She 
said the items should be depos-
ited in the box in front of Dean of 
Students William Gilyard’s office. 

“I will be taking the box 
of supplies and giving them 
to Maria around the middle 
of November,” Ahana said. 

Dr. Quinones said she will 
go to the families one by one to 
distribute the supplies. “That 
way, I know they are getting 
what they need,” she said. 

Mr. Gilyard said he appre-
ciates Ahana’s effort to help out. 
“It embodies our core values,” 
he said. “It is great that she is 
trying to help and engaging our 
community to help her do that.” 

Ahana said it is impor-
tant that we, as a community, 
to do our part in helping out. 
“Since Puerto Rico is part of 
our country, we want to help out 
as much as we can,” she said.

“Since Puerto 
Rico is part of our 
country, we want 
to help out as much 
as we can.”
–Ahana Nagarkatti

From 1 to 4 p.m. on Sunday, 
Nov. 12, over 140 prospective 
families arrived at KO to explore its 
campus, learn about its programs 
and opportunities, and observe 
several mock-classes during 
this year’s open house event.

“The intention behind the 
open house is that we want to 
open up our campus to prospec-
tive Middle School and Upper 
School families to showcase all 
the wonderful things there are to 
learn about KO,” senior Associate 
Director of Admissions Rebecca 
Benavides said, “to meet the 
people, to learn about the programs 
and to show off our fabulous 
students and what they’re doing. 
That’s our intent: to bring people to 
this campus and to see all the great 
things there are to see about KO.”

The Middle School open 
house ran from 1 to 3 p.m. and 
Upper School event ran from 2 
to 4 p.m. This overlap allowed 
prospective families to see what 
both sides of KO have to offer, 
said Senior Associate Director 
of Admissions Sarah Lasoff. 

For the Upper School 
event, all of the prospective fami-
lies started in Roberts audito-
rium and Head of School Dennis 
Bisgaard and Associate Head of 
School Natalie Demers spoke 
to the audience briefly about 
KO’s core values and motto. 

Parents and students were 

then split into groups. Some 
observed a panel about academics 
and student life; others attended 
a 10 minute mock-class, and still 
others walked to the Hoffman Field 
House to explore a program fair.

“[The open house] helps the 
families make a decision about 
whether KO is the next step for 
them,” Ms. Lasoff said. “It’s 
really a time for them to explore 
and talk to the community.” 

In the program fair, each 
academic department, major 
KO clubs, office, program, and 
season of athletics, had a table—
displaying their activity. For 
example, Science Department 
Chair Frederick Goodman set up 
a number of potted plants and two 
large beakers. The Robotics team 
displayed its robot, directed by 
a remote-control. “We’re show-
casing our robot and we have 
people to answer basic questions,” 
said senior Neil Hemnani, who 
was stationed at the Robotics table.

Math teacher Denise Garcia 
proudly displayed the Math Depart-
ment’s table. “We have a roulette 
machine—something for statis-
tics,” she said. “We have calculus 
and geometric manipulatives, 
Euclid’s bust, and a calculus book.”

History Department Chair 
Peter Jones said that his depart-
ment took a slightly different 
approach. “We have some books, 
videos, an authentic piece of 
the Berlin wall,” he said. “Most 
importantly, we have the three 

of us—Mr. Dunbar, Mr. Levine 
and me. A bunch of white guys 
with beards who teach history.”

The English,  Modern 
Languages, Music, Theater, and 
Arts Departments also displayed 
their respective disciplines 
on tables throughout the fair.

In addition to the academic 
departments ,  s tudents  and 
faculty represented various clubs 
including Forensic Union, Model 
UN, Mock Trial, KO News, 
Team Tobati, among others. 

Director of Diversity, 
Inclusion, and Cultural Compe-
tency Joan Edwards, along 
with some students, displayed a 
table about diversity and inclu-
sion. “We have a slide show 
displaying our programming and 
the student groups,” she said.

Each season of athletics—
fall, winter, and spring—operated 
a table, displaying championship 
trophies, plaques, and jerseys. 

Throughout  the  open 
house, various a capella groups 
performed—including Crimson 
7, Voce, Oxfordians, Outlook, or 
combinations of those groups.

In the Middle School, fami-
lies started with a similar type of 
program fair in which families 
could learn about academics, music, 
art, and Middle School athletics. 

Following this display, 
prospective Middle School parents 
and students were split up.  Students 
observed a mock class and parents 
attended several info sessions. 

KO welcomes families 

by Benjamin Small ’19

to open house event  
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An inside look at the Board of Trustees
by Adam Ovian ’18

The Board in Action

The Board of Trustees 
plays a vital role in shaping 
the school, yet surprisingly 
little is ever said about who the 
trustees are and what they do. 

Once or twice a month, the 
twenty-six Board members come 
to campus to gather as a Board or 
in their respective sub-commit-
tees to continue working on their 
goal of advancing the school.

They attempt to fulfill this 
goal through three primary ways: 
providing their experience, their 
time, and their funding to the school.

This past spring, with the administrative and funding assis-
tance of the Board of Trustees, working in conjunction with the 
business office, the school completed the Hoffman Field House – 
one of the largest capital spending and construction projects to date. 

Ms. Martin, said that the Board gathered two committees: one 
of trustees and the other of school officials. Any information and new 
developments either group, “would come back into committee meet-
ings and then it would be reported up to the Board at another meeting.” 

This constant line of communication is what the Trustees and 
the school Administration attribute to the success of past projects.

One of the most important aspects of planning a building 
project is organizing funding. Mr. Bisgaard described how the 
process works when the Planning Committee has a spending 
proposal. “Before you can release money they actually have to go to 
the Executive Committee and to the full Board and you look at does 
it make sense to release let’s say a million dollars to do a certain 
project, because sometimes the fundraising has to catch up,” he said.

The construction totaled more than five million dollars. 
Some of the amount was paid immediately and the rest was paid 
with low interest bonds. Mr. Bisgaard said that there were many 
conversations between the Board and the school about the best 
funding strategies. They also made sure that they were realistic 
in predicting the school’s ability to pay off the loans over time.

On the administrative side of things, Ms. Martin said 
that the Board members were able to provide their knowl-
edge and experience to the project. “The areas where the 
Board really brings expertise that you wouldn’t find in the 
school is the repurposing of the ice skating rink. That was 
a real estate project that was super complicated,” she said.

 Ms. Martin added that trustees are able to bring expertise 
that would otherwise be cost prohibitive to the school. “That’s 
where [trustee] Mark Wolman, brings a huge amount of his profes-
sional expertise to something that the school needs to do, but it 
doesn’t make sense for the school to hire a guy like him to do it when 
he’s doing it on behalf of the school on a volunteer basis,” she said.

 That’s ultimately what the Board offers. It’s a 
group of people that’s gathered together by a similar wish 
to help the school continue to progress and in sharing their 
expertise, the school gains invaluable input and admin-
istrative assistance from a wide variety of expertises.

Board Chair Bradley Hoffman at the 
Dedication of the Field House. Photo 
Courtesy of  Jacqueline Pisani.

Hoffman Field House interior. Photo courtesy of Jacqueline Pisani.

Why have a Board in the 
first place?

Head of School Dennis 
Bisgaard explained that  a 
Board of Trustees is a natural 
part of any non profit and that 
they assist with administrative 
responsibilities and are stew-
ards of the school’s endowment.

Mr. Bisgaard said that the 
Board began with the parents 
who gathered together to hire 
the first heads of school of King-
swood and Oxford respectively 
and that the Board of Trustees’ 
main purpose is, at some level, 
to decide on the mission and 
core values of the institution. 

While first and foremost, the 
goal of the Board of Trustees is to 
advance the school for the better-
ment of the teachers and students, 
Board Chair Bradley Hoffman ’78 
expressed what he and his fellow 
trustees are trying to achieve.

“What we want to make sure 
we do is to have a culture where 
we inspire the leadership team 
[and that they do the same] to the 
faculty and students...to make 
sure that you lead good lives, that 
you’re honest, you’re involved 
in your communities, you’re 
just good citizens. That’s what 
the school does and that’s what 
other places won’t do,” he said.

Trustees have a term of 
three years on the Board which 
can be renewed up to three 
times. During that time sub-
committees spearhead capital 
projects and Trustees often 
communicate and provide input 
on the work of fellow members.

While the Board of Trustees 
is theoretically superior to the 
school administration in the deci-
sion making process, there is a lot of 
discussion that goes on between the 
two groups before a decision even 
goes before the Board for approval.

While the Board does ulti-
mately carry more power than 
the school administration, Mr. 
Bisgaard never feels an imbal-
ance in discussion or the deci-
sion making process, “Even 
the Executive Committee who 
is overall in charge, they don’t 
want to start making big deci-
sions without incorporating the 
input from the whole Board, 
because you don’t want people 
to feel here’s a small group that 
makes the decision and it’s not 
really important what I think.”

Mr. Bisgaard also noted that 
the main purpose of the Board is 
to pick new Heads of School, but 
it’s also important to understand 
that with intentionally few restric-
tions on its powers, the Board’s 
role is flexible enough to allow 
them to become involved in any 
aspect of the school they see fit.

How does it work?

How do you become a 
member?

When a member exceeds the 
maximum nine years or doesn’t 
seek re-election, the Advance-
ment Committee will search for a 
new member to join the Board. The 
new members are usually former 
alumnae, donors, and parents who 
are interested in volunteering their 
time and expertise for the school.

The Board of Trustees is 
divided up into many different 
sub-committees with about 
seven members on each one. 
Each sub-committee focuses on 
various aspects of the school. 

Some examples are the 
Finance Committee which 
looks at annual budgets and 
analyzes the cost of tuition. 

Board  Chair  Bradley 
Hoffman ’78 said what is most 
important about tuition costs 
to the Board is, “making that 
investment the best invest-
ment that anyone could ever 
make in both time and money.”

Another example is the 
Advancement Committee which 
seeks out new Board members, 
and the Pension Committee which 
selects a set of investment oppor-
tunities for teachers’ pensions.

The sub-committee which 
leads the Board is named the Exec-
utive Committee. Mr. Hoffman said 
that it proposes new projects that 
the Board can address and makes 
sure that the council is always 
moving forward with new policy.

When asked about the scope 
of the committees, Associate 

Committees

Director of Institutional Advance-
ment Elizabeth Bellingrath said, 
“The Board comes in and they 
have the responsibility of making 
sure that everything is running 
right. So by those sub-committees 
that report to the Board, they’re 
hearing everything that’s going 
on in school… and if there’s 
something that is controversial, 
then they get more involved.”
Why do we need a Board?

Trustee and member of the 
Finance and Pension commit-
tees Mary Martin ’77, said that 
a Board of Trustees is able to 
supply three things, “This has to 
do with being on the Board of any 
non-profit. They call it the Three 
W’s. They’re looking for Board 
members to provide Wisdom, 
Work, and Wealth,” she said. 

Why not let the school 
make all of the decisions?

While some may believe 
that the administrators who 
see the school and its students 
every day would be best suited 
to making decision about KO’s 
future, the trustees I spoke with 
stressed that their intention is 
not to get involved with the day-
to-day running of the school.

Mr.  Hoffman put  an 
emphasis on the Board leaving 
administrative work to the faculty, 
“Our job is not to manage and run 
the school. That’s Dennis’ job – 
that’s the administration’s job – 

What is the Board  
working on now?
After Head of School 

Dennis Bisgaard announced his 
upcoming departure in a letter to 

One of the main roles of 
the Board is to provide significant 
funding from their own wealth, 
and to encourage others to donate 
to the Annual Fund as well. 

Fundraising is a key part of 
the Board’s role because they can 
best impact the school through 
capital spending on infrastructure.

While fundraising is key 
to the function of the Board, 
they most look forward to 
lending their expertise to help 
guide the school into the future.

They’re looking 
for Board 
members to 
provide Wisdom, 
Work, and 
Wealth.”

-Mary Martin

Ms. Bellingrath said that 
the “great deal of wealth and 
knowledge” that the Board repre-
sents is valuable to the school.

Mr. Hoffman shared that 
it was important for the student 
body to understand that the Board 
of Trustees is there for there for the 
schools benefit and to that point, 
anyone who’s interested should 
take a look at the list of members 
and “feel free to approach us – 
speak to us – anything we could 
ever do to help anybody, that’s 
what we’re there for,” he said.

that’s the faculties job… that’s the 
student government’s job,” he said.

Ms. Bel l ingrath used 
Hoffman as an example of how 
the Board members are actually 
quite connected to the school 
and therefore qualified to make 
important decisions which 
affect students in the long run, 

“They’re all so connected, 
l ike Mr. Hoffman because 
he’s an alum he went here, 
but he knows tons of people 
that  are  current  parents .”

More broadly, Ms. Bell-
ingrath said that the committee 
members are still able to connect 
with the school because they 
often hear things about the 
school, speak to administrations, 
and also visit periodically to 
remain apart of the community.

parents, finding someone to fill 
his shoes has become the most 
important objective for the Board. 

“They put together a 
search committee and they’re 
interviewing national search 
consultants and they’re gonna 
start the search process and I 
will obviously be as helpful as I 
possibly can, said Mr. Bisgaard.

Reflecting on Mr. Bisgaard’s 
time here Mr. Hoffman said, “He 
has been a great leader when I 
look back at the school in 2005-
2006 versus today, the impact 
he has made on the institution 
is also indescribable and now 
he’s going on to bigger and 
better things,” said Hoffman. 

Mr. Hoffman said that they 
want to find a remarkable indi-
vidual for the position, “in the 
sense that it is someone who has 
new ideas, a new way of looking at 
the world. The world has changed 
in twelve years… his successor 
will have different challenges 
than the ones that Dennis had.”

“Feel free to 
approach us... 
anything we could 
ever do to help 
anybody, that’s 
what we’re there 
for.” 
-Bradley Hoffman
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Bisgaard plans to step down , 
pursue education start-up in D.C.

we can,” he said. “If students 
are able to pursue their passions, 
it’s great if students are able to 
lead certain activities, and they 
become real agents for change.”

Just as he has been open 
to student ideas, Mr. Bisgaard’s 
leadership style has allowed his 
administrators a significant amount 
of independence, said Associate 
Head of School Natalie Demers. 

“The things we ask students 
to be in the classroom, he has 
asked us as administrators to do—
to be thoughtful and creative and 
innovative in what we do and in the 
work that we do with students,” she 
said. “It not like ‘it’s my way or the 
highway’ or ‘this is what I want.’ 
He’s definitely given us leadership, 
but he’s also given us permission.” 

Mr. Bisgaard said that he 
feels trust is the core of good 
leadership. “What’s interesting 
about being Head of School is 

you’re hardly ever the expert in 
the room,” he said. “It really is a 
matter of facilitating and guiding 
conversations, asking good ques-
tions, but more importantly you 
want to have trustly relationships 
so you know people’s compe-
tencies and you know and trust 
that they have good judgement.”

This trust in his administra-
tors has led to many programs and 
initiatives that Mr. Bisgaard said 
he would not have thought of on 
his own, such as the leadership 
center and a recently-redesigned 
VQV program, among others.

However, in a community 
built on trust, violations of that 
trust appear stark and surprising, 
said Mr. Bisgaard, referring to a 
number of recent thefts on campus.  

“When suddenly that trust is 
broken...It’s not our core values; 
it’s not our mission,” he said. “It’s 
almost as if it’s counter-cultural 
when these things happen and that’s 
why they stand out, because it’s 

surprising and you wish it wouldn’t 
happen in a place like this.”  

Despite having faults—as all 
institutions do—Mr. Bisgaard said 
he thinks the community is by and 
large a caring, kind, and gentle one.

To his so-far unnamed 
successor, Mr. Bisgaard said that 
it is important to get to know the 
community and those in it before 
making changes. “It’s not about 
you as a leader; it’s about the 
people who are here,” he said. 

When Mr. Bisgaard arrived 
in 2006, he took the time to 
interview every single adult on 
campus: every teacher, admin-
istrator, coach, staff member. 

“I think people appreciated 
the fact that I took time to get to 
know the place,” he said. “I don’t 
think you come in and just change 
everything, because you have to 
know the community first, you 
have to care about the commu-
nity and then you can implement 
changes and innovations that make 

sense for this particular place—
and not just for change’s sake.”

Mr. Bisgaard said that the 
KO community is as strong as ever 
and that the new Head of School is 
fortunate to inherit such a vibrant 
community, just as Mr. Bisgaard 
was lucky to inherit a strong 
community from Lee Levison—

“As Head of 
School, you shep-
herd a community 
for a while and 
then the commu-
nity is strong and 
somebody takes 
over.”

–Mr. Bisgaard 

the previous Head of School. “As 
Head of School, you shepherd a 
community for a while and then the 
community is strong and somebody 
takes over,” Mr. Bisgaard said.

C u r r e n t l y,  a  s e a r c h 
committee led by Vice-Chair 
of the Board of Trustees Bruce 
Mandell and composed of trustee 
members, parents, and faculty 
is in the process of selecting 
a national educational search 
firm to help identify candidates.  

“I’m sure that there will be 
lots of very talented individuals 
who will find this opportunity 
very, very attractive,” Mr. Bisgaard 
said. “I know there will be a lot 
of community involvement. Ulti-
mately, finalists will probably 
come to campus, and students 
and parents will meet them.”

Mr. Bisgaard said that 
the board will send surveys 
to parents and students to get 
imput on the qualities the new 
Head of School should have.

Continued from page 1.

 we hope English students 
get out of being in English class.”

Another minor reason for 
this change was that the English 
department wanted to expand 
the range of authors, striving for 
cultural and gender diversity in the 
freshman and sophomore curricula.

The English department 
met several times to discuss these 
changes. Each teacher got to pick 
two books that they thought should 
be in the English curriculum. 

Then the books were tallied 
to show which ones came up the 
most. The teachers discussed why 
each book should or shouldn’t be 
in the curriculum. “It was a lot 
of talking,” said Mrs. Kasprak.

The junior curriculum is also 
being reconsidered. The English 
department has had meetings to 
reassess the junior curriculum and 
propose potential changes to it.

The department is proposing 
three options for how to proceed 
with the changes. The first 

option is to keep the structure 
of English 5 but reconsider the 
required literature. Echoing 
teachers’ concern about lack of 
diversity in the curriculum, some 
students are seeing some limita-
tions when it comes to represen-
tation in the junior curriculum. 

“So far we’ve only read 
books by white men, but I think the 
next book we’re reading is written 
by a woman,” said junior Katie 
Brough. Katie said that she sees 
varying viewpoints in terms of time 
periods and writing styles in the 
junior curriculum though. “I think 
there’s diversity in voice,” she said.

The second option is to 
slightly restructure English 5 so 
that all classes would read the same 
books during the first semester. 
In the second semester, students 
would read books that were not 
chosen as common books to put 
in the English curriculum. These 
books would be chosen instead by 
the individual teacher of the class. 

The third option is to 
teach common texts in the fall 

and offer junior electives in the 
spring, not unlike the electivity 
that defines the senior year. 

Mrs. Kasprak sent out a poll 
to sophomores through seniors 
to see what has worked well so 
far, what hasn’t worked well, and 
what experiences the students 
have learned the most from. 
Some students liked this decision.

“There should be more 
consulting with students to 
find out what is interesting to 
them,” said senior Jake Kulak.

Mrs. Kasprak said she wants 
to focus on what the English curric-
ulum needs and can use in terms 
of change. “What we’re trying to 
do is to define need and respond 
to needs,” said Mrs. Kasprak, 
“I feel like it’s appropriate to 
respond to need but not neces-
sarily to what you think you want.”

The  Eng l i sh  depa r t -
ment may also possibly make 
changes to the senior curriculum 
in the foreseeable future, but 
they are going to finish consid-
ering the junior curriculum first.

Continued from page 1.
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The English Department has altered the freshman and sophomore curricula, adding several books (left) and removing  
others (right) in an effort to engage students and teach them valuable English skills. Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18.
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Field hockey ‘sticks’ it to opponents 

The varsity girls field 
hockey team has experienced one 
of its most successful seasons 
in recent history, finishing the 
season with an 8-12 record. 

Accord ing  t o  j un io r 
Co-captain midfielder Mia 
Seymour, some of the key 
games this season were against 
Westminster and Millbrook. 

“I think that each game we 
had this season was a learning 
opportunity for all of us. Our 
Westminster game really stands 
out to me because even though we 
lost 5-0, we played phenomenally 
and were expecting a much bigger 
loss as we had in past years with 
much more experienced players 

on our team,” said Seymour. 
Head Coach Nicole Blake 

agreed. “I would say Westmin-
ster, Millbrook and Cheshire were 
our best played games,” she said. 
“We lost at Westminster, but win 
or lose, regardless, these were 
the games where we played our 
absolute best and all eleven out 
on the field gave 100 percent.”

Seymour reflected on the 
game that taught them the most 
this season, their match up with 
St. Luke’s. “I think that our loss 
at St. Luke’s was an important 
game,” she said. “It was right 
after our win at Millbrook, so we 
felt pretty confident that we were 
going to basically crush St. Luke’s. 
So, we kind of sat back and defi-
nitely played down to their level, 
eventually going home with a loss. 
I think this showed us that we 
can’t take any team for granted, 
despite their or our record.” 

W h i l e  C o a c h  B l a k e 
agreed this was an important 
game, she thought the West-
minster game taught the team 
the most. “The reason West-
minster was such an important 
game,” she said, “is because we 
learned what we are capable of.”

Both Coach Blake and 
Seymour agreed that a highlight 
this season so far was freshman 
forward Claire Taylor’s overtime 
breakaway to win their Senior Day 
game against Westover. “I think 
that an awesome highlight we just 

had was from our senior day game 
against Westover,” said Seymour.

“We went into overtime, 
which is always so stressful, 
and really wanted a win for our 
senior forward Eliza Charette 
and senior Dakota McMahon 
so this was a really big game.” 

 Throughout the game, the 
ball went back and forth between 
both the zones until Taylor had a 
breakaway with the ball. She drib-
bled it up from about the 40 yard 
line and dodged around Westo-
ver’s goalie, ultimately scoring the 
winning goal of the game. Coach 
Blake said another highlight was 
at their game against Berkshire.

The team is comprised of 

15 freshmen, and eight of the 
11 starters are freshmen. When 
asked who the key players on the 
team are, Coach Blake said they 
were all freshmen. “I would say 
our key players are Claire Taylor, 
Caitlin Budzik, who is our goalie, 
[midfield] Keegan McMahon 
and [defender] Tori Swanson.” 

Seymour said she couldn’t 
choose. “Each player contributes 
something valuable to the team, 
and I think that we wouldn’t be 
so successful if we didn’t have 
this group of individuals,” she 
said. “It is really impressive the 
success we have accomplished 
with so many underclassmen 
and only two playing upper-

“I’m proud that 
we are a very 
young team but 
we’ve come very 
far and grown in 
experience and 
matured as a 
team.”

–Coach Blake
“It is really 
impressive the 
success we have 
accomplished with 
so many under-
classmen and 
only two playing 
upperclassmen.”

–Mia Seymour

classmen.” Coach Blake agreed. 
“I’m proud that we are a very 
young team, but we’ve come 
very far and grown in experience 
and matured as a team,” she said.

Seymour said she was 
incredibly sad that the season was 
coming to an end. “Overall, I am 
really proud and grateful for the 
motivation and dedication that 
the girls have to KOFH and have 
everyday at practice,” she said. 
“I think that we have become 
more trusting of each other over 
the season, and we all improved 
skill-wise. I’m both excited and 
hopeful for next year, although I 
don’t want our seniors to leave!”

With such a young team next 
year, the girls  have the potential 
for another successful season. Forward Alexandra D’Addabbo ’20 goes for the ball. Photo by David 

Newman.

by Esha Shrivastav ’20

Volleyball ‘sets’ sights on playoffs 
by Sean James ’19

The varsity girls volley-
ball team ended the season at 
9-6, which could possibly end 
their chances of a playoff run. 

Coming into Saturday, the 
girls were 9-5, and in either the 
sixth, seventh, or eighth seed 
for the playoffs. A win against 
MacDuffie would, without a 
doubt, secure a spot in the playoff 
picture, but a loss could be harm-
less or potentially end their season.           

On Saturday, the girls 
squared off against the MacDuffie 
School for a chance at the playoffs. 

The girls played a strong 
first set, but ended up losing the 
set anyway. MacDuffie gained 
a rhythm and continued to roll. 

The gir ls  bat t led the 
whole match with MacDuffie, 
but they still ended up losing 
0-3, possibly crushing their 
chances at a playoff berth.

Senior Co-captain and 
outside hitter Skylar Barron said 
the team struggled to play well, 
and it seemed like no matter 
what they did they couldn’t 
come back together as a unit. 

The girls are still in the 
playoff picture, but they have 
now dropped from a sixth seed 
to an eighth seed. Facing the 
number one seed, Middlesex, on 
Wednesday, Nov. 15, will deter-
mine whether playoffs are in sight. 

Senior Co-captain  and 
setter Emma Smith said it was 
a good game, but noted that 
MacDuffie was just a stronger 
team. “We played hard, and 
that’s what matters,” said Smith. 

Saturday also happened 
to be Senior Day, considering 
it was the last home game of 
the season. Seniors that were 
recognized were Barron, libero 
Amiya Young, middle hitter 
Haley Gervino, outside hitter 
Maitland Bailey, and Smith.

Gervino said it was a fun 
day but she would have wanted 
to win. “But my team made it fun 
for us, and I enjoyed it. I know we 
still have playoffs so I’m looking 
forward to that as well,” she said.

H e a d  C o a c h  S c o t t 
McDonald praised Young’s devel-
opment this season. “Amiya really 
grew into her position as libero.” 
At the start of the season, Young 
had played middle hitter but then 
was switched to libero, and since 
then, she hasn’t looked back. 

Coach McDonald says that 
a lot of the Class B teams are 
starting to recruit really good club 
players, which is why Class B is 
getting more and more competi-
tive. “Our biggest challenge was 
having confidence in terms of 

“We work so well 
together, and we 
have been able 
to keep the posi-
tive energy going 
all season, which 
is the reason we 
have been so 
successful.”

–Skylar Barron
Senior Haley Gervino ’18 blocks the ball. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

“We played hard 
and that’s what 
matters.”

–Emma Smith

ourselves,” said Coach McDonald. 
Smith said that something 

the team worked on a lot was 
staying cohesive as a team, even 
when things weren’t going their 
way. “We focused on playing 
our game when we were down or 
playing weaker teams,” said Smith.

Barron said that  this 
team is the best team they’ve 
had in years, not only talent-
wise, but when it comes to atti-
tude and compatibility too. 

“We work so well together, 
and we have been able to keep the 
positive energy going all season, 
which is the reason we have 
been so successful,” said Barron. 

Junior Madi Henry said her 
favorite memory of the season was 
beating Miss Porter’s in five sets. 

“Porters has always been 
a very tough team, and we were 
also playing at Miss Porter’s 
which made the match harder 
because we had to deal with 

their fans. Also, it was exciting 
to win the fifth set,” Henry said.

With ta lented  under-
classmen, the team is poised to 
build on their success next season.
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Players of the

Moment:
Junior Mia Seymour 

and Senior Ryan Goss
by Esha Shrivastav ’20                  

         and John Leuschner ’18

This season is junior 
midfielder Mia Seymour’s third 
year playing field hockey, and 
it shows. According to Head 
Coach Nicole Blake, Seymour 
is one of the most dedicated 
players she has ever met. “Mia 
has also improved so much over 
time. It is incredible,” she said.

Seymour said she origi-
nally chose the sport because it 
was similar to lacrosse. “I started 
playing field hockey because a lot 
of my friends who played lacrosse 
also played field hockey,” she said, 
“and the games are similar in a lot of 
respects, so it was a natural choice 
in terms of choosing a sport to 
fulfill the requirement here at KO.”

Seymour said her favorite 
part of the sport in general is how 
quick the play is and how team-
oriented the sport it is. “I like 
how fast paced field hockey is. 
Although it means a lot of running, 
possession of the ball can move 
back and forth between teams in 
a matter of seconds. I also like 
the fact that it is so much a team 
sport in the sense that success, 
scoring is based on all the players 
working together,” she said.

Mia 
Seymour

Her favorite part of the KO 
field hockey team is how close the 
players are with each other. “My 
favorite part about our KOFH 
is how it has developed into a 
family-type environment. Last 
year the group of seniors were so 
motivated, and the numerous team 
bonding activities we did helped 
us to be both friends and trust 
each other,” she said. “This year, 
[senior] Eliza Charette and I have 
worked hard so that our role as 
captain and upperclassmen doesn’t 
prevent us from being close with 
the underclassmen, of which there 
are so many this year. The elimi-
nation of team drama and sense of 
friendship among us has made the 
season so much more enjoyable.”

Seymour said one of her 
biggest strengths on the field is 
endurance. “I play midfield, so 
being in shape endurance-wise is 
important because I have to be in 
a lot of places at once on the field,” 
she said, “either to sprint and get 
back on defense, or rush up to 
the offensive line.  I’ve improved 
this year on pressured stick 
handling and making better deci-
sions on the field, and my reverse 
stick has always been strong.”

When asked how she felt 
about being player of the moment, 
Mia said she was honored but felt 

as though the whole team deserves 
to be recognized. “It’s nice to know 
that my hard work and dedication 
to KOFH is being recognized, but 
honestly I think that my whole team 
deserves to be as well,” she said. 

She continued to praise her 
teammates. “They continually 
push me to do better and work 
hard every game because, although 
it sounds cliché, we win for each 
other. Specifically, my Co-captain 
Eliza Charette has helped me to be 
both a better field hockey player 
and more importantly a better 
leader. Overall, I’ve been super 
impressed with us and our record, 
especially given the fact that eight 
out of our 11 starters are freshmen.”

Ryan Goss
Varsity soccer Co-captain 

and midfielder Ryan Goss has 
shown to be both a worthy leader, 
carrying his team through tough 
losses, and a talented player, 
netting goal after goal this season. 
Goss has been playing soccer 
for KO since the eighth grade, 
getting his first career start as a 
freshman and becoming a valuable 
asset by his sophomore season.

“Each season I’ve been here 
following sophomore year, we’ve 
had almost an entirely new team,” 

said Goss. “I’ve had three different 
coaches in the past three years here 
at KO, but every year the team’s 
managed to come together and I 
loved playing with all the guys I did 
in my time here; we’re the tightest 
knit group of guys on campus.”

Goss has been a beacon on 
the pitch his senior season with 
10 goals and eight assists. These 
achievements, he said, would not 
have been possible without his 
teammates’ hard work and deter-
mination in practice and in games. 

In addition to his career 
at KO, Goss has also played 
premier soccer for the Farmington 
Sports Arena, better known as 
FSA. Despite his friend Anthony 
Melody’s transition to American 
football, some of Goss’s best 

soccer memories are with that 
FSA team, which medaled at a 
national tournament in 2014. 

His coaches at FSA have 
also had the largest impact on 
his development as a player and 
person. “My biggest coaches have 
been Gary Cronin, Steve Stokoe 
and Mike Kulas,” said Goss. 
“Each of them has taught me 
something different that’s helped 
me develop further as a player; 
where Cronin had me focus on 
playing quickly, Stokoe focused 
me on being more dynamic and 
playing more aggressive.”Goss 
also greatly  thanks coach Cronin 
for playing him in the back as it 
wasn’t something he’d done until 
recent but  is likely to do in college.

However, Goss’s largest 
takeaways from these coaches 
include being taught that the best 
players don’t always make the 
best plays, and that there’s more 
to soccer than just skill; both of 
these he says also serve more as 
life lessons. “You need to want 
it and you need to work harder 
than the guy next to you,” he said.

Though he’s a senior, 
Goss’s soccer career is far from 
over. He will be taking his talents 
to Babson College in Wellesley, 
MA next year where he plans to 
major in entrepreneurship finance.

Girls soccer finishes strong, looks 
for successful season next year
by Kyle Zimmerman ’18

Powered by a forceful 
offense and accompanied by 
a staunch defense, the girls 
varsity soccer team finished 
their season strong with several 
end-of-season wins.  

Following the never-ending 
streak of games in October, the 
girls went to Berkshire School 
on Wednesday, Nov. 1. In this 
cold and rainy game on turf, the 
girls seemed to lack some moti-
vation in the first half. Berk-
shire scored an early goal, but 
the girls were able to come back 
quickly in the second half to 
end with a winning score of 3-1. 

Next up, on Saturday, Nov. 
4, the Wyverns had their senior day 
against Millbrook School. Head 
Coach Tracy Deeter described 
the game as the best they have 
played all season. “They had 
good players from Ghana, but we 
played good defense,” she said.

Sophomore midfielder Jaime 
Scarpantonio scored right before 
halftime to get the Wyverns in 
the lead. They were able to score 
two more with the forty minutes 
remaining to claim a 3-1 victory. 

On Wednesday, Nov. 8, 
the team traveled to Taft for the 
last game of the season. Coach 
Deeter noted how well the team 
played despite a 6-3 loss. “We 
came out strong and caught them 
off guard and got three quick 
goals,” she said. Senior forwards 
Julia Lantieri and Emma Ouel-
lette set each other up very well 
and managed to score three goals 
in the first half. Unfortunately, 
Taft was able to score immedi-
ately in the second half and from 
there they scored four more goals. 

Even with the second 
half of the game not going as 
planned, it was overall a positive 
note on which to end the season. 

Coach Deeter mentioned 
s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  s e n i o r s 

as  very  important  to  the 
overall success if the team.

She said that Lantieri started 
off playing in the back, but this year 
she got moved onto offense. Ouel-
lette was also mentioned for her 
good season in terms of scoring. 
“She had over 10 goals this season 
and her work rate sets her apart 
from others,” said Coach Deeter. 

Senior Co-captain defender 
Abigail Eberle was praised for 
her strong season after an injury 
last year that prevented her from 
playing much. According to Coach 
Deeter, she anchored the defense 
and helped prevent many goals. 

With seniors Lantieri, Ouel-
lette, co-captain midfielder Eloise 
Bavier, Eberle, and defender 
Noa Boyd all leaving next year, 
the team will have some holes.

Next year they will not 
have Lantieri or Ouellette to 
score the majority of the goals, 
and they will be losing the 
majority of their defensive threats. 

 However, Coach Deeter 
said that this will leave an oppor-
tunity for other younger players 
to step up. “There will be oppor-
tunity, but it will be tough.”

Even with all of the the 
seniors leaving, the girls hope 
to have another successful 
season next year as the younger 
returning players get stronger  

The KO girls pass the ball around Choate girls in their “Kick it to Cancer” 
game on October 18. Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18

Junior midfielder Mia Seymour. Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18. Senior midfielder Ryan Goss. Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18.

“Each of them has 
taught me some-
thing different 
that’s helped me 
develop further as 
a player.”

—Ryan Goss
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Electrified by their quick-
ness and sharp shooting, and 
supported by a stalwart defense, 
the boys varsity soccer team has 
fared well against their toughest 

opponents this past month.
After losing their first game 

following last month’s edition 
to a talented Choate team, the 
Wyverns illuminated the field 
under the lights against Avon Old 
Farms, although they fell just 
short of victory. They later went 
on to tie a late season game against 
Wilbraham & Monson Academy 
and even get a win against Williston 
Northampton on their senior day.

The Wyverns battled hard on 

what looked more like the fields 
of the Marne than a  soccer pitch 
against Choate; with bone chilling 
temperatures, heavy wind and rain 
and thick, muddy foliage beneath 
their cleats, they held one of the 
most dominant teams in NEPSAC 
soccer to a two point game.

“Defense was huge for 
us against a team like Choate,” 
said senior Co-captain center 
back Will Appleton. “Coach has 
helped us identify things to look 
for, and it’s made a difference 
compared to last year’s match 
where we allowed six goals.”

Boys soccer prevails through tough 
stretch of final games, ends 6-10-1

Sophomore goalkeeper 
Tim Cotter also had himself a 
day; despite sliding around in 
mud that abutted the crease, 
Cotter made save after save 
to keep the Wild Boars at bay.

Cotter isn’t the only under-
classman making an impact on the 
pitch though; when the Wyverns 
opened up against Avon Old Farms 
under the lights, sophomore Nich-
olas Hamzavi netted one early to 
take the lead. Hamzavi later scored 
another goal from a free kick. 

All in all, he notched two of 
the three goals scored by KO, but 

it wouldn’t be enough as the boys 
again fell by a two-point deficit.

“Though we lost, the Avon 
game was the most riveting of the 
season since it went back and forth 
for most of the game,” said senior 
Co-captain midfielder Ryan Goss. 
“Our student fan section kept us 
hyped up for the whole match as 
well; I can only hope the boys get 
more night games next season.”

Though there were some 
heart-breaking losses, the boys 
still wanted to go out with a bang. 
“A big goal for the rest of the 
season is to make this year a good 

by John Leuschner ’18

Senior Ryan Goss exposing his defender on the field as he dribbles towards the goal. Photo by Angie DeLucia ‘18

“A big goal 
for the rest of 
the season is to 
make this year a 
good one for our 
seniors.”

—Jack Krugman

one for our seniors,” said sopho-
more midfielder Jack Krugman.

And that they did, as the 
boys held their own for a win on 
their senior day against Williston 
Northampton. Though their oppo-
nent looked like an American foot-
ball team when stepping off the 
bus, the Wyverns’ quickness and 
skill showed in the final result: a 
2-1 victory that allowed them to 
give the seniors a proper send off.

Luckily, the boys survived 
the injury plague this fall, which 
allowed for a lot more success 
than evidenced by their record.

Productivity in practice also 
helped. “[Coach] Hekmit keeps 
us focused and  has really helped 
change the attitude of the program,” 
said senior defender Zach Swilling.   

With a monster senior class 
including defenders Swilling, 
Appleton, Joshua Shafer, Jaron 
Stake and Patr ick Taylor, 
and midfielders Goss, Joshua 
Soteriou, Nelson Correa, and 
Alejandro Correa, the Wyverns 
have much rebuilding to do for 
next season with only one rising 
senior, forward Aidan Shea. 

However,  this  should 
be only a minimal hindrance 
to the program coach Hekmit 
Aslan is building here at KO.

Fall 2017 Sports Teams Snapshots

Captains Christina Daniels and Taline Norsigian sprint towards the finish. 
Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

Sophomore Nick Hamzavi charges 
for ball. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

Senior forward Emma Ouellette handles the ball through a swarm of  Choate 
defenders. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

Senior runningback Ian Britt sweeps right. Photo by Nat Bates ’18. Senior Emma Smith delivers a serve. 
Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

Freshman forward Claire Taylor handles the ball in a tough battle against 
WMA. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.
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Football fights for winning finish

Despite a 1-3 start against 
some formidable opponents 
with numerous games already 
under their belts, the Wyvern 
varsity football team launched a 
New England style comeback, 
winning their last three games 
by a 35 point or more deficit. 

The boys defeated St. Luke’s 
School 44-6 on Saturday, Nov. 4. 
A St. Luke’s fumble was caught 
by junior defensive lineman Ethan 
Miner and returned for the touch-
down. Senior running back Ian 
Britt had two touchdowns and did 
a great job running the ball. Senior 
quarterback Ben Tauber had a 
touchdown run, and senior wide 
receiver Anthony Melody had a 
field goal. The team played great 
defense with notable tackles from 
senior linebacker David Arcesi. 
The boys play their final and senior 
day game on Saturday, Nov. 11, 
against Rye Country Day School. 

Head Coach Jason Martinez 
said that Britt was the player of 
the game. He also said that sopho-
more linebacker and running back 
Winston Ware had a great perfor-
mance; Ware rushed for a touch-
down in addition to racking up 
tackle after tackle. He further said 
that having two lineman, senior 
Christian Vitti and Miner, score 

touchdowns is rare. Arcesi said 
that junior wide receiver Kyren 
Petteway is really fast and doing 
great. He also said that sopho-
more quarterback Sam Capodice 
has an excellent arm and Tauber 
is great at centering the team.

Accord ing  to  Coach 
Martinez, progress is being made 
within the team, and they’re 
only getting better. He said that 

the team is on a good win streak 
and is going to have a winning 
season. Arcesi said the season 
started rough, but the team came 
together in the second half of the 
year. He said the team’s focus 
was to have a winning season 
by winning on Saturday. Going 
nto the final game, he said that it 
was going to be interesting since 
both teams were evenly matched. 

“There is more energy and deter-
mination,” Coach Martinez 
said. “We are more focused.”

Coach Martinez said that 
the team has a lot of younger 
players playing pivotal roles this 
year, and this is only going to help 
the team in the future and set the 
program up for success. Arcesi 
said that the team has a great 
freshmen and sophomore class. “I 

think in the next couple of years, 
we will get better,” Arcesi said. 

Coach Martinez said that 
the seniors will be missed. Arcesi 
said that it is weird to think 
about playing his last game and 
is going to go out there and play 
his best and feel proud. “The 
coaching staff and I are proud 
of all of the seniors and grateful 
for all they have done,” Coach 
Martinez said.   

Arcesi says the team needs to 
improve on tackling and blocking. 
He also said that the team needs 
to work on not blaming each 
other after a bad play and staying 
together as a team. “The goal 
is to finish strong and right now 
we are headed in that direction,” 
Coach Martinez said. “It is more 
important how you finish, not start.

“The coaching 
staff and I are 
proud of all of 
the seniors and 
grateful for all 
they have done”
—Coach Matinez

Cross Country sprints to the finish
The boys and girls cross 

country teams overall had strong 
finishes to their seasons. The girls 
and boys cross country teams ran 
at the Founders League Champi-
onships at The Hotchkiss School 
on Saturday Nov. 4. The girls cross 
country team placed seventh out of 
nine, and the boys cross country 

team placed seventh overall as well.  
In the girls team, freshman 

Abigail Fernald placed fourth 
overall with a time of 20:36. 
Junior Co-captain Taline Norsi-
gian made a personal record with 
a time of 25:25. Young members 
of the team are also making great 
strides; eighth-grader Benjamin 
Barnes broke into the 18 minute 
time zone for the first time. 
Junior Samuel Mazo, senior Kyle 

Zimmerman, and freshmen Evan 
Banning had their best times 
of the year. Co-captain David 
Marottolo said that Founders was 
a strong day because the team’s 
top six runners all hit times in the 
teens, and KO defeated both Avon 
Old Farms and Trinity-Pawling. 
Norsigian said that everyone got 
good times despite a particularly 
hilly course. “Most of the people 
in Founders had a personal best 

time or close to it,” said boys 
Head Coach Fritz Goodman.

Both teams raced in the 
New England Championships 
on Saturday, Nov. 11. Coach 
Goodman said that the team’s 
goal was to be in the top 12 in the 
championships. Norsigian said that 
the team was more confident for 
the new course in New Englands 
after the course at Founders. Girls 
Head Coach Tricia Watson said 
that she was looking forward to 
New Englands and hoped that 
the flat course would allow her 
athletes to finish the season with 
strong times. “I am confident 
to end on a high note,” she said. 

Coach Goodman said 
that the second half of the boys 
season went well, as the team 
got in shape and came together. 

Senior Kyle Zimerman 
agreed. “The boys and I have come 
a long way since freshman year, and 
we wanted a good senior season, 
so we all worked really hard in 
the off season,” Zimmerman said. 

Coach Goodman said that 
the team is forming in accordance 
with their abilities. He said that the 
team needed to improve on endur-
ance and in the last week of the 
season, they worked on endurance. 

He also said that the team’s 
strength is believing in the concept 
of a team. They learned how to 
depend on each other in practice 
and run in packs during races. 

Marottolo said that the team 
got better as the season progressed 
and that the team has made huge 
strides in terms of both athletic 

skill and team spirit. “Though 
we lack some of the speed we’ve 
had the past few years, the team 
as a whole is much faster,” Marot-
tolo said. “This means we have 
fewer stragglers and can run as 
a pack, leading to better scores.”

Coach Watson said the first 
half of the championship season 
was great. She also mentioned 
that Senior Co-captain Christina 
Daniels really developed a strong 
team and that she will leave her 
legacy to her co-captain, Norsi-
gian. “[Daniels] has set a clear 
tone in her work ethic and posi-
tive attitude,” Coach Watson said. 

by Kush Kataria ’20

by Kush Kataria ’20

She added that the team’s 
strength is that they have bonded 
in their time together and support 
each other. Daniels said that the 
team’s weakness is getting injured 
and preventing injury. Daniels also 
said that the team works together 
and leans on each other. “There is a 
team effort even if the runners race 
individually,” Coach Watson said.  

Norsigian said that people 
brought their times down and got 
the times they wanted. Daniels 

There is a team 
effort even if the 
runners race  
individually

— Coach Watson

Senior Carter Castanza (left) and freshman Abby Fernald (right) race to finish. Photos by Ali Meizels ’19

said that other teams have more 
runners compared to KO’s team, 
so there is a smaller selection of 
runners. “It was hard losing so 
many people last year, but we 
rebounded,” Daniels said. “We 
all have fun and work hard.”

Marottolo said that he is 
proud of the team’s progress and he 
anticipated a strong performance 
at New Englands last weekend.

Z i m m e r m a n  a g r e e d , 
saying that he thought the teams 
would place decently well.  

Coach Watson said that 
the season went great. “This 
was another really good season, 
and I care for girls and enjoyed 
every minute of it,” she said. 

Though we lack 
some of the 
speed we’ve 
had the past few 
years, the team 
as a whole is 
much faster

— Christina 
Daniels

Senior Quarterback Ben Tauber accompanied by family for senior day. Photo by Julie Richardson


