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The KO board of trustees 
has unveiled a new master plan 
to convert the school’s ice rink to 
a field house, expand the fitness 
center and modernize the Upper 
School library. The ice rink 
conversion will necessitate the 
elimination of the school’s hockey 
program within one or two years, 
a decision sharply criticized by 
many students, parents and alumni. 

The KO Board of Trustees 
formally approved the plan on 
Thursday, Oct. 30. As detailed 
in a notice sent to KO parents on 
Nov. 3,  “Kingswood Oxford’s 
2020 Vision” includes a master 
plan that outlines a series of capital 
improvement projects to trans-
form the look, feel, and operation 
of KO by the end of this decade.  

A subcommittee of the 
board of trustees, which met 
over the summer, conducted 
research and made its recom-
mendation to the full board. The 

subcommittee focused on future 
improvements to buildings and 
programs previously identified 
by the senior leadership team. 

Members of the subcom-
mittee said they took into account 
a myriad of factors, which 
included financial responsibility, 
KO’s current student population, 
and student and parent feedback. 

While the board has yet to 

make the final decisions regarding 
the details of the master plan, such 
as its final cost, design, and a time-
line for construction, they have 
announced the broad concepts 
and changes that they are hoping 
to institute over the next six years. 

These changes are mainly 
centered on KO’s athletic build-
ings, such as the transformation 
of Brayton Rink into a field house. 

The new field house will include 
a two-lane track, tennis courts, 
basketball nets, a retractable batting 
cage, and squash courts. Other 
transformations include turning 
the rink’s auxiliary buildings into 
a fitness center, offices, and an 
updated athletic training facility. 

In addition to changes to 
the athletic buildings, the board 
plans to update Conklin Library 

into a what it calls a “21st-century 
research and discovery center,” 
and create both a new student 
common area and a college 
advising suite. Additionally, the 
master plan includes a “facelift” 
for KO’s Trout Brook entrance.

The specific details are 
currently being determined by the 
board in tandem with architect Jim 
Rogers during a series of meetings. 

Mr. Rogers’ firm, James 
G. Rogers Architects, focuses 
on the design of country clubs, 
independent schools, recreation 
facilities, and community build-
ings. The firm, based in South 
Norwalk, Conn., has previ-
ously designed and renovated 
buildings for Yale University, 
Greens Farm Academy, and St. 
Luke’s School, among others. 

“It involves much more 
than just the master plan,” said 
Assistant Head of School for 
Student Life Carolyn McKee. 
“It’s  about  programs,  i t ’s 

KO to convert rink to field house, 
upgrade fitness center, library
by Jen Shook ’15 
     and Lina Volin ’15

Holocaust survivor describes ordeals 
Rabbi Philip Lazowski, 

a Holocaust survivor, shared 
his inspirational story of hope, 
strength and perseverance with 
KO students at an all-school 
assembly on Friday, Oct. 31. 

His presence was due to 
history teacher Stacey Savin 
and her all-new Upper School 
elective, Nazi Germany and 
the Master Race, as part of a 
sequence of hands-on activi-
ties for the class, which also will 
include a future trip to the Holo-
caust Museum in New York City.

Ms. Savin said that she 
was very pleased by the school’s 

reaction to the rabbi’s speech. “I 
think that his being the age that 
you kids are when it happened 
to him . . . shows things like 
that can actually happen, and 
they did happen,” she said.

Rabbi Lazowski was born in 
Bielice, Poland, in 1930, the child 
of a fisherman father and a sales-
woman mother, and older sibling 
to three brothers and one sister. 
Not long after the German inva-
sion of Warsaw in 1939, his village 
was burned to the ground, and the 
Jewish community was placed in 
a crowded ghetto; his family was 
forced into a tight six-foot by eight-
foot room with only soup to drink. 

Per the advice of Chris-

tian friends, they hid in a cave 
to hide from the Nazis, but when 
he alone was caught, he survived 
by pretending to be an exempted 
woman’s son. “I was put in the 
place where the living people 
survived the first Holocaust 
massacre,” he said. “This policy 
was called ‘Juden Clean,’ meaning 
‘to get rid of all the Jews.’”

After escaping the camp, 
Mr. Lazowski’s family was even-
tually discovered, and all but one 
brother, who hid in an outhouse, 
were sent to a building filled with 
300 other captives. When the 
massacres began inside, his mother 
pushed him out of a second-story 
window, and, accompanied by 

another boy who fell, he fled to 
a different labor camp where he 
found his brother that had escaped. 

“All of my siblings were 
killed except the brother who 
hid in the outhouse. Most of the 
people perished. Many died of 
sickness,” he said. “With no 
vitamins, you could take out 
your teeth and put them back 
in. The cold killed so many.”

Eventually, he escaped this 
camp and fled to the White Russian 
woods, where he lived for two 
and a half years in temperatures 
as low as 50 degrees fahrenheit 
below zero. “We dug a cave…
the only heat was from our own 
body heat, people lying next to 

you,” he said. “Body heat and 
snow. You learn how to survive.”

Once liberated by the 
Russians in 1945, Mr. Lazowski 
said that he went to a variety of 
countries: first back to Poland, 
then to Palestine, Britain, Cyprus, 
and eventually to America, where 
he settled in Brooklyn in 1947 at 
the age of 17. He went on to attend 
Thomas Jefferson High School, 
followed by Brooklyn College, 
and then Yeshiva University, where 
he studied to become a rabbi.

Rabbi Lazowski emphasized 
the importance of remembering 
these pieces of the past, much 

by Noah Stanton ’17

Continued on page 16

Continued on page 16

The KO girls hockey team practices in the rink. Photo courtesy of Reilly Callahan ’15
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Hamlet is ‘palpable  
hit’ with students

On Thursday, Nov. 6, 
190 juniors and seniors and 
10 teachers traveled to Hart-
ford Stage in two school buses 
and seven toaster vans to watch 
a performance of “Hamlet,” 
directed by Darko Trensjak. 

“Hamlet,” a famous tragedy 
written by William Shakespeare, is 
required reading for the junior class 
as part of the English curriculum. 

The play ran from 10:30-
1:10 with an intermission. Students 
left school after the first two 
periods and returned for advisee 
period and the last class period. 

The teachers  consid-
ered the possibility of attending 
“Hamlet” since last spring, “We 
saw last spring that it was going 
to be performed, and we imme-
diately decided to take both 
juniors and seniors” said English 
Department Chair Meg Kasprak.

While every junior and 
senior has read  “Hamlet,” seeing 
the play performed live is a 
different experience compared to 
what students get in their English 
classes, Mrs. Kasprak said. Being 
able to compare the performance 
to the text, she said, can spark 
discussion about the director’s 

decisions and debate about what 
Shakespeare himself intended.

The performance did 
feature some important differ-
ences from the text.  It was short-
ened in places, and, as a result, 
had a shorter run time than most 
productions. The director also 
chose to insert an important scene 
between Gertrude and Horatio.  

Last year the English classes 
read “Hamlet” later in the year but 
this year, Mrs. Kasprak said, “the 
performance changed the order in 
which the English teachers read 
‘Hamlet,’ so everyone had more 
or less read it,” said Mrs. Kasprak. 

Many s tudents  in ter-
viewed said they were pleas-
antly surpised at how much they 
liked the performance. “I didn’t 
like the book, so I was surprised 
it held my interest so much” 
said senior Amanda Loughran. 

Senior Liann Waite agreed. 
“I liked it for someone who’s not an 
avid fan of Shakespeare,” she said. 

Both students and teachers 
praised the performance of actor 
Zach Appleman as Hamlet. 
“He was the best stage Hamlet 
I’ve ever seen. I think he was 
particularly good for high school 
because he was young and 
articulate,” said Mrs. Kasprak. 

by Sophia Harrison ’15

KO squash courts open to public
On Thursday, Nov. 7, the 

KO squash courts were packed 
for the ribbon-cutting ceremony 
of the Wyvern Squash Club. The 
new program offers the only public 
squash facility in West Hartford, for 
children and adults alike, allowing 
both newcomers and veterans to 
participate in the sport of squash.

The evening ceremony was 
attended by a number of prominent 
people in the KO and West Hart-
ford communities including, West 
Harford Mayor Scott Slifka, Head 
of School Dennis Bisgaard, and 
representatives of the West Hart-
ford Chamber of Commerce. Other 
attendees included KO students, 
faculty, parents, alumni and 
members of the KO squash teams.

The  ceremony,  orga -
nized by Director of Summer 
Programs and Facility Rentals 
Sheri Shea, began with short 
speeches from, Mrs. Shea herself, 
Mr. Bisgaard, and a Chamber 
of Commerce member before 
the ceremonial ribbon was cut. 

Guests were provided food 
and drinks, and a number of prizes 
were raffled off, ranging from 
a membership for the Wyvern 
Squash Club to a custom King-
swood Oxford squash racquet.

The highlight of the evening 
was an exhibition squash match 
between Wyvern Squash Club 
Director and Head Boys Squash 
Coach Robby Lingashi and Alister 
Walker of Botswana who is ranked 
No. 28 in the world in men’s squash.

After a series of hard fought 
points, marathon rallies, and 
awe-inspiring play, the match 
was won 3-0 by Walker. At face 
value, the result was an obvious 
defeat, but each point show-
cased a very high caliber  of play. 

“It was really amazing to 
see two world-class players go 
head to head.” said senior Dan 
Miller. “Watching them play 
was awesome, because they 
are at a completely different 
level, and as a player myself, 
is something to look up to.” 

In a post-match interview, 
Mr. Walker elaborated on his rela-

tionship with Mr. Lingashi and his 
thoughts on the new program, “I 
started playing squash at a really 
young age, and I have known 
Robby since I was 11,” Mr. 
Walker said. “I grew up watching 
him play for Zambia. He was my 
favorite player. Unfortunately our 
careers never overlapped and it’s 
great to see him again, and seeing 
him starting up this program is 
really awesome, and it’s a great 
opportunity for more people 
to get involved with squash.” 

Mrs. Shea said she enjoyed 
the event and the match. “It was a 
really good turnout,” she said, “and 
it was great to see Robby get a bit 
beat up on court because that is 
what Robby does to everyone else.” 

She also elaborated on the 
Wyvern Squash Club looking 
forward.“ In terms of the program, 
the potential is terrific,” she  said, 
“everything is in place for people 
to take up squash and for great 
squash players to develop.”

Mr. Lingashi  said he 

just wasn’t up to Mr. Walker’s 
level of play. “I still have the 
hands, but I couldn’t match 
the fitness of Alister,” he said. 
“He is really quick on the court 
and a really good player, but I 
think I gave him a good match.”

He praised the decision to 
open the courts to public. “It means 
a lot for both the school and commu-
nity,” he said. “It’s a great oppor-
tunity for people to get involved 
with the sport who normally 
would not have the chance.” 

Head of School Dennis Bisgaard cuts the ribbon on Thursday, Nov. 7, symbolizing the opening of the KO squash courts 
to the public. Photo by Michelle Murphy. 

Students get creative 
with pumpkin carving
by J’Ron Barrett ’15

by Joe Ravalese ’15

As a fun and competi-
tive way to get in the Halloween 
spirit, advisee groups in the Upper 
School competed in form-wide 
pumpkin-decorating contest.  

This is the fourth year that 
KO has held this competition. 
Advisee groups at the Upper 
School had about a week and 
a half to make as creative and 
decorative a pumpkin as possible.

There were no rules, other 
than that they were not permitted 
to use more than one pumpkin. The 
winning advisee groups from each 
form receive a special breakfast and 
a complimentary hug from Ko-Ko.  

The participation in this 
competition was strong, with 
almost every advisee group 
submitting a pumpkin. The 
winning pumpkin in Form Three 
was Ms. McKee’s advisee group 
pumpkin, which was perfectly 
transformed into the signa-
ture Vineyard Vines Whale.  

Form Three Dean Will 
Gilyard had high praise for the 
students’ pumpkin creativity.  
“Every advisee group had a 
pumpkin, and people got pretty 
into it. I saw very creative 
pumpkins, and it was clear to 
see many of them spent a lot 
of time to come up with really 
good ideas,” said Mr. Gilyard. 

Mr. Gilyard said his personal 
favorites were the Star Wars death 
star pumpkin, the Cookie Monster 
pumpkin, and the Wyvern pumpkin.

The winner of the Form 
Four contest was Ms. Appel’s 
advisee group, which created 
an actually functional gumball 
machine that you could get 
gum out of if you wanted to.  

Form Four Dean Kata Baker 
described the competition as “a 
nice way to celebrate Halloween 
and get into the festive spirit.”  

She said her personal 
favorite was the pumpkin turned 
fish bowl, which was painted 
and had a living goldfish inside. 
She said she also had high regard 
for Mr. Allerton’s group’s carve-
out of a tree and Mr. Rodilitz’s 
group’s pumpkin replica of former 
KO math teacher Jeff Perlis.

In Form Six, Ms. Lamb’s 
advisee group won the competition 
overall, with honorable mentions 
going to the vomiting pumpkin 
by Mr.  Scranton’s advisee group, 
Mr. Dunbar’s advisee group, and 
the “James Bondkin” pumpkin 
by Ms. Hojnicki’s advisee group.  

Putting these amazing 
pumpkins on display during 
an open house was also a hit, 
resulting in many “oohs and 
aahs.”  Prospective families said 

they were blown away by the 
inventiveness of the KO students.  

The fierce competition of 
the pumpkin-carving contest has 
opened up doors for other inter-
advisee group competitions.  

In Form Three, it has inspired 
Freshmen Olympics on Wednes-
days. Freshmen will compete in 
physical competitions like relay 
races and team building exercises, 
along with board games, with the 
winning advisee group receiving 
incentives for their hard work.

The contest was well 
recieved by students. Senior 
Lina Volin said that the compe-
tition was fun. but she was 
disappointed that her advisee 
group did not win. “Kasprak 
should have won,” she said. 

Senior Max Bash said   the 
contest revealed students’ hidden 
talents. “It allows us to see the 
amazing creativity of KO students 
we might not otherwise see.”

The scary“Bondkin,” a pumpkin carved by Ms. Hojniki’s advisees, had 
onlookers shaken, not stirred. Photo by Alexandra Banasiewicz ’16 .

continued from page 12

Students go bilingual
More important than having 

an advantage in the classroom 
is the way speaking another 
language adds to your identity. 
Denizhan said this is his favorite 
part about speaking Turkish, 

“Other than being able to 
talk about things in front of people 
who don’t understand, obviously.

“It’s definitely a part of my 
identity. It’s a very unique thing, 
especially with a language like 
Turkish, which is not one a lot of 
other people know. Language is the 
most important part of culture and 
when you speak another language, 
you really become a part of that 
culture, whichever one it may be.”
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Limit athletic alternatives 
Student athletes: it’s the concept 

schools promote to prospective fami-
lies. It asserts academic strength while 
establishing the cultivation of the invalu-
able team-building and leadership skills 
inherent in athletic competition. Like any 
other prep school competing for students, 
KO boasts about the intertwined nature 
of academics and athletics in the creation 
a multi-faceted campus. In an effort to 
pursue this well-rounded student body, 
KO’s academic requirements go hand-in-
hand with its athletic program requirements.

Yet we on the KO News find it our duty 
to point out that the athletic requirements have 
become suggestions rather than directives. 

What are we talking about? 
We’re talking about the mass exodus of 
students from physical activity to “alter-
natives,” beginning in freshman year. 

We do not want to criticize all the 
alternatives (partially because we fear for 
our lives); some are genuine manifestations 
of outside interests and require at least as 
much time and involvement as a sports team. 

Robotics, for example, is a legitimately 
competitive activity with weekend tourna-
ments and daily practice. The musical also 
rivals sport team commitments and forms 
the foundation of KO’s arts community.

On the other hand, the athletic 
requirement overhaul that took place last 
spring allows for three seasons of yoga. 
Guys, we like our shivasanas as much as 
anyone, but spending three seasons on the 
pursuit of nirvana is not the equivalent of 
being on a sports team. It also approves 
three seasons of team managing, which 
tends to involve more baking than exercise. 

These, often unsupervised, athletic 
alternatives have become ridiculously 
easy to become a part of. We realize 
this may anger plenty of people (in 
fact, the principal author of this edito-
rial benefits from the lax restrictions and 
is fully aware of her own hypocrisy). 

After all, not everyone is an athlete. 
Not everyone is built for gold medals and 
varsity teams. But we’re not asking everyone 
to be on a varsity team; people can get just 
as much out of intramural and junior varsity 
teams. We are asking everyone to remember 
that, when choosing a high school, we 
chose a school that identified itself as an 
academic AND athletic institution. If the 
student athlete persona devolves into two 
segregated units of scholars and jocks, 
KO will no longer be the sort of commu-
nity we like to advertise. We wouldn’t 
want mandatory gym class, would we?

Caf offers tasty choices
By the age of 14, when most students 

enter high school, there are certain tropes, 
which through TV, movies, and other media, 
have become imbedded in our conscious-
ness. One of these is the classic “gross cafe-
teria food” trope. You’ve seen it before: high 
school student walks up to lunch line, only to 
be delivered a scoop of mystery meat dumped 
unceremoniously on their outstretched tray.

We’re happy to report this isn’t the 
case at KO. Especially this year, KO’s 
dining hall offerings have evolved into 
tasty and healthy selections.  

One of our biggest complaints in the 
past can be summed up in one word: PASTA. 
This year, however, the classic pasta-and-
sauce combination has become more of an 
infrequent offering. In its place, we’ve seen 
more of our favorite options: taco bar day, 
bread bowl day, etc. These dining options 
are more of a strain for the dining hall 
staff than boiling up some pasta, so we’re 
grateful for the extra effort they’ve been 
putting in to offer us some tastier options. 

Walking into the dining hall to find 
bread bowls stacked neatly in baskets 
beside the lunch serving tables is some-
times that one little boost that can make 
your whole day instantly better. Yeah, you 
may or not have failed that test, but your 
bowl is literally made out of bread, and 
there are about six different kinds of soups 
that you could be eating right now. How 
could you possibly feel sad right now? 

We’re also grateful for the responsive-
ness of the dining hall staff. Sometimes, it 
can feel like complaints at KO fall on deaf 
ears. For every student government or 
faculty member who mentions listening 
to student input on this or that issue, the 
numbers of actual changes that are made 
to daily life at KO are minimal. It’s nice to 
know that on this one issue at least, someone 
not only recognized our complaints, but 
also made an effort to assuage them. 

Our only continued lunch complaint? 
Ice cream without gummi bears? A travesty. 

Quite frankly, I and countless others, 
students and teachers, are disappointed 
with recent administrative decisions. I’m 
far less disturbed by the decisions them-
selves than I am by how they have been 
communicated to the student body and the 
lack of student input on these decisions. 

Here are some, just to name a few: 
new schedule (fourth one for seniors 
who have been here since Upper Prep), 
overhauled athletic policy, and, last but 
not least, elimination of ice hockey.

Explanations for these decisions 
are a small solace to those immediately 
affected by them. Yes, change is often 
difficult, and the loss of a tradition is 
obviously surrounded by disappoint-
ment, sadness, and even resentment. 

But the proceses by which these 
recent decisions were made and the ways 
in which they were communicated were 
seriously flawed. It’s one thing to make a 
decision in the best interest of the school, 
but it’s entirely another to unjustly blind-
side an entire group of people whose lives 
are just as important as the long-term 
master plan of the KO athletic department. 

The KO administration and the 
board of trustees have a responsibility to 
tell students who will be affected by deci-
sion of this magnitude in a timely manner, 
even if it might be “bad for business” 
and some students leave KO as a result. 

I understand that it’s never optimal 
when a student leaves, but if it’s the result 
of the administration’s telling the truth in a 
timely manner, then it’s the right thing to do. 

Not everything is an economic 
decision. Some actions taken, if not all, 
should be far more concerned with the 
general welfare of the affected people. 

All KO families make significant 
sacrifices to come here, and they deserve 
to know when something may affect them, 
even if a decision hasn’t been made yet or 
ultimately doesn’t change the status quo. 

The failure to let families know 
about this sooner leaves them scram-
bling in the middle of the year to 
figure out plans for the coming year. 

KO always seems to surprise us 
these days. Cutting a key component of 
our sports program has induced a volatile 
and emotional state around campus, but 
there’s one thing that really grinds my gears. 

All hockey players were supposed 
to hear the “news” from Director of 
Athletics Sue Cabot at a meeting, not 

from random people in the general public. 
Somehow the “rest of the world” knew 
before the people it would affect most (the 
hockey players and their families), and 
that is highly regrettable. If the board of 
trustees makes a decision of this size, then 
they shouldn’t be leaking it to rest of the 
world before they tell the people affected.

 In all fairness, the school’s failure 
to inform hockey players of the decision 
before anyone else was not intentional. 
It apparently resulted when alumni and 
friends of the school, who had been told of 
the decision beforehand in strictest confi-
dence, broke that confience and told others.

Similarly, other major decisions in the 
past few years have had little meaningful 
student input. While I realize that schools 
are run by adults and that students can never 
be the major determiners of school  policy, 
the administration should take student’s 
concerns more seriously. Actions like these 
have led students to distrust the adminis-
tration and believe it doesn’t take students 
concerns seriously, even while it claims to. 

Before the new schedule was presented 
to the student body in what seemed to be 
a done-deal form, for instance, there was 
no formal student input beyond the survey 
and whatever teachers on the committee 
happened to hear from students. Last year’s 
athletics policy overhaul and the most recent 
surprise to hit KO also had little student 
input. Granted, the administration did make 
some time available to hear student input 
after the schedule was presented, but student 
input at that point was just cosmetic and too 
little too late. At best, all we could hope for 
was that our concerns about the schedule 
would be translated into slight modifications. 

I’m concerned that KO is following 
a pattern of making decisions, then 
rapidly assembling a few focus group 
sessions to save face, and say, “How do 
you feel?” when we actually have little 
power to make any change at that point. 

I find it strange how KO tells us to 
be the change in the world when we can’t 
even do it at our own school and essentially 
have few opportunities to share our input. 
These “focus groups” mask true intentions 
and are merely the creation of the appear-
ance of concern, with the knowledge that 
nothing in the end will be done to change 
what was already decided upon beforehand.

I’ve loved my time here at KO and I 
realize that people make mistakes; I just hope 
that KO administration  can avoid similar 
mistakes in formulating and announcing 
new initiatives or projects in the future. 

by Max Bash ’15

Decision process 
seriously flawed
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Debate on Senior Green: 
Harmless Tradition or Blatant Discrimination?
by Ariba Memon ’17 by Travis Rains

If you don’t know what 
that large patch of grass covered 
in angry-looking seniors in the 
middle of our campus is, I suggest 
you get out from under that rock. 
The Senior Green is an escape 
for all seniors, a place where we, 
underclassmen, can’t follow them. 

Seniors have a designated 
area where they can relax during 
the pleasant weather for the first 
and last few months of the school 
year. Many of us wonder, how 
come the rest of the school doesn’t 
have a designated area outside? 

Honestly, you’re right. 
There is no hierarchy at KO, so 
the seniors shouldn’t be given the 
Green all for themselves. If your 
problem is wanting equality, well, 
benches can be moved anywhere 
on campus. If you really yearn 
for the Senior Green experience, 
just get some freshmen to drag 
the benches to the grass in front 
of the dining hall. You won’t 
even be able to tell the difference. 

Despite common beliefs, 
it’s not as if seniors are selfish and 
don’t allow underclassmen on 
the Green. However, if you have 
yet to be invited on the Green, 
this serves as a perfect opportu-
nity to make some new friends. 

Every grade has their own 
space that isn’t invaded by others. 
The juniors and seniors are spread 
out around campus, but often 
occupy the dining hall or library. 
Sophomores have migrated to 
areas in Seaverns. Freshmen 
have started out in Commons, 
as many of us did, where they 
unwind on comfortable couches, 

and make pointless videos of 
each other jumping over tables. 

To this day, nobody judges, 
nor invades the freshmen’s personal 
space, and, as a sophomore, I 
know that we aren’t allowed to 
occupy Commons, as it is strictly 
for freshmen. It’s pointless to 
argue that we all don’t have our 
personal spaces that aren’t overrun 
by other grades, so if we attack 
the Senior Green for excluding 
others, then it’s time we take a 
look at Commons, which serves a 
similar purpose for the freshmen. 

There is one significant 
reason that this tradition has existed 
for so long: They’re seniors and 

I think we can all agree 
that tradition is a tricky thing. 
On one hand, it acts as social 
glue tying communities together, 
which is, of course, good. But, 
as we all know, it can be used in 
a sinister fashion to perpetuate 
bias or some other malevolence.

To cite an example, in 
ancient Athens, women, espe-
cially respectable ones, did not 
frequent the civic center of the 
city (called the agora); such an 
act was considered unseemly. For 
an Athenian male, women had 
no business in political affairs 
and therefore had no reason to be 
present in a place like the agora 
where political affairs occurred. 

I can’t imagine too many 
people in today’s hyper-sensitive 
P.C. world who would agree 
with such a practice, and I don’t 
think anyone on this campus 
would seriously defend it .

However, there is a tradi-
tion here at KO that (while not 
as severe as the one I mentioned 
above)  tha t  i s  neve r the -
less unsettling in my opinion. 

The tradition I refer to is 
the exclusion of all students from 
the Senior Green apart from the 
seniors and those whom they deem 
fit to touch their hallowed ground. 

On a campus where inclu-
sivity is a main theme and where 
community is a word we value 
and an idea we seek to foster, I 
find this tradition to be in viola-
tion of and inconsistent with 
our core mission and values.  

Seniors will say that they 
deserve the right to have this 

space, for they abided by the rule 
during their tenure here and that 
they, as the eldest in the school, 
are entitled to some privileges. 
My question is, why? No one can 
control their age, just as no one 
can control their race or gender. 

Don’t get me wrong; age 
can demand respect and allow 
for privilege. However, I cannot 
in good faith give credence to 
the notion that every 18-year old 
on this campus is more mature, 
more civil, and better equipped 
than their younger classmates, 
nor do I believe that seniors 
should be put in a place of 
authority over underclassmen. 

We ask the seniors to 
lead and set a good example 
for their younger students, and 
I am glad to say that, for the 

most part, they do just that. 
Yet, the exclusion of the 

rest of the student body from the 
heart of campus is a statement that 
the seniors are better and entitled 
to regulate their younger peers. 

Again, why? I, as a 31- year 
old, have no notions of being better 
or more entitled to walk across an 

We need to ques-
tion why we still 
continue such a 
practice, espe-
cially when it...
conflicts with our 
core values.

area of grass than a Form I student. 
This space is also located 

in the heart of the campus 
and should be an area where 
everyone can gather to socialize 
and  bu i l d  a  commun i ty.  

I think seniors will also 
argue that their regulation of 
the Green is no big deal, that no 
one is really getting harmed by 
it, and that no one really pulls 
the old-time antics of stringing 
people up on the flag pole. 

H o w e v e r ,  I  h a v e 
heard in my time here of a 
variety of remarks made by 
seniors that are disrespectful. 

On the lighter side, a puffed-
up senior might ask a younger 
faculty member why he or she is 
on the Green. Ha ha, good one. 

On the opposite end of the 
spectrum, I know of incidents in 
which seniors have threatened 
and even hurled racial slurs at 
younger students crossing the 
Green. There have not been 
many of these latter incidents 
thankfully, but isn’t one enough?  

To be perfectly honest, the 
Green strikes me as an all-boys 
school, machismo tradition that has 
dragged on even when Kingswood 
and Oxford became one school. 

Traditions are easy to abide 
when you are used to them. But 
as a school, we need to question 
why we still continue such a prac-
tice, especially when it stands in 
such glaring conflict with our core 
values and fuels a culture of enti-
tlement among our older students.  

Travis Rains teaches both Latin and 
Greek at KO and chairs the classics 
department. 

Every grade has 
their own space.
we’re not. Aside from the normal 
duties of being a high school 
student (including academics and 
sports and extracurricular activi-
ties), new challenges have been 
acquired. They must go on college 
visits and interviews, write endless 
essays and applications, all while 
trying to remain mentally sane. 

If a few hundred feet of 
grassy land keeps the smiles on 
their faces, then it is our duty as 
underclassmen not to question 
it. It’s not as if they are doing 
something so spectacular that 
we are dying to join them; they 
really just play a few pointless 
games, or casually take a nap.

So unless you are living 
the stressful life of a senior, 
I suggest that you don’t sass 
their Green unless you want an 
angry mob of seniors after you. 

People always complain that 
the news media in this country 
are overwhelmingly negative, 
and I generally agree with that. 
But talking about the negatives 
in society generates aware-
ness and, on some level, can be 
used to prevent future incidents. 

So I find it odd that, 
regardless of how much the 
media discusses the issue of 
suicide, it’s not discussed with 
as much frequency as it should 
in the context of a community.

I’m not saying that we 
should be talking about it 24/7, 
which would further the trauma for 
families who have suffered the loss 
of a family member to suicide, but 
for its prevalence in society today 
the matter isn’t discussed on a level 
that creates necessary awareness.

The numbers say it all. 
Many people who attempt 
suicide never seek professional 

care, and this explains the aston-
ishing statistics. Suicide take the 
lives of nearly 40,000 Ameri-
cans every year. It’s even scarier 
to think that an average of one 
person dies by suicide every 13.3 
minutes according to the Amer-
ican Association of Suicidology.  
Twice as many deaths occur 
due to suicide than HIV/AIDS. 

Last, but not least, suicide 
is the 10th leading cause of 
death in the U.S., while homi-
cide is 16th, according to the 
Center for Disease Control. I’m 
not mentioning these statistics to 
fill a word limit, I’m mentioning 
them here to emphasize how 
prevalent suicide is in this country.

It’s an even bigger issue 
among young people. Suicide 
is the second leading cause of 
death for people 15 to 24 years 
old. That shouldn’t be and is a 
sign that we haven’t done enough 
as a society to even attempt to 
fix the problem. Suicide is an 

extremely complicated matter, 
but that’s no excuse for the 
amount of public concern society 
currently has for the problem. 

It seems as if we only really 
talk about the issue when a suicide 
occurs and that’s a problem. If 
people see something, then they 
should say something, even if it 
might be nothing. Suicide gener-
ally hits us by surprise and we 
find ourselves saying things 
like there were no “red flags.” 

People like Robin Williams, 
Junior Seau, and plenty of others 
are no longer with us and might 
be today if society were properly 
educated to detect depression and 
other mental health problems.

Fighting suicide starts with 
creating necessary awareness. How 
can we as a society fix a problem 
that we aren’t talking about nearly 
as frequently as we should be? 
The prevalence of suicide is not 
going away until we do some-
thing about it on a substantial level.

Awareness needed 
to prevent suicides
by Max Bash ’15

Tell ‘em why 
you mad
‘Hell week is not over yet.’ 
– Kate Betts

‘There’s still a month until 
December 15th.’ – Every senior 
who applied early

‘It’s not even December, and it’s 
below freezing.’ 
– Jack Beckerman

‘I don’t get to see Mr. Feder 
every day anymore.’ 
– Denizhan Kara
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Hate trickles down the pyramid
by Sasha Bash ’17

Genocide is the deliberate, 
systematic extermination of an 
entire group of people, but the real 
question is, how does this happen? 
How does the world let hatred 
come to this point? How can people 
stand by and let genocide take 
place? Unfortunately, it only takes 
something as little as prejudiced 
attitudes to escalate into genocide. 

The pyramid of  hate 
shows the increase of abhor-
rence, describing how something 
as silly as a joke can continue 
to develop until it finally trans-
forms into full-fledged genocide. 

This is not to say that every 
joke made about a group of people 
will increase and continue to grow 
into genocide; however, it is very 
easy for hatred to escalate quickly. 

The pyramid starts at the 
bottom with prejudiced atti-
tudes. This includes following 
and accepting stereotypes, not 
challenging belittling jokes, 
and assigning blame to people 
because of their group identity. 

The key words in the base 
of the pyramid are “accepting” 

and “not challenging.” This means 
that following a stereotype can be 
worse than making a stereotypical 
joke; being a bystander to preju-
diced attitudes is just as bad as 
displaying prejudiced attitudes. 

Prejudiced attitudes can 
turn into acts of prejudice. 
This is name-calling, ridi-
cule, social avoidance, social 
exclusion, and belittling jokes. 

It can be easy to let people 
name call or tell degrading jokes 
when it’s not about you; however, 
letting this happen just continues to 
enable hatred throughout the world.

Acts of prejudice proceed 
into discrimination such as 
harassment (hostile acts based on 
a person’s race, religion, nation-
ality, sexual orientation or gender), 
and employment, housing, and 
educational discrimination. 

Discrimination leads to 
violence both against people: 
threats, assault, terrorism, murder; 
and against property: arson and 
desecration (violating the sanctity 
of a house of worship or a cemetery). 

Vi o l e n c e  w i l l  o n l y 
continue to escalate to hatred’s 
final destination – genocide.

It seems insane that geno-
cide can take place in the modern 
age, but the pyramid explains 
how this is surprisingly possible.

 It all starts with things 
we think are “harmless,” or the 
things we don’t necessarily “care” 
about because it’s in a different 
country or doesn’t “concern us.” 
If people did not turn a blind eye 
for enmity, if people were not 
bystanders, if people stopped 
enabling hate crimes, then 
there would not be genocides.

It’s even more unfortu-
nate that we refer to genocide 
in the plural. The hope is that 
history will not repeat itself, 
and therefore society continues 
to move forward in a positive 
manner while remembering the 
mistakes of the past.  

However, this is most defi-
nitely not the case. Humans have 
been killing each other since 
the beginning of time. Further-
more, humans have singled out 
different groups of people and 
punished people for their reli-
gion, ethnicity, sexual orienta-
tion, gender, and nationality.

For example, Jewish people 

were systematically barred from 
many economic institutions 
during the middle ages. They 
were required to live in separate 
areas, and this escalated into perse-
cuting Jews for over 800 years.  
Furthermore Jewish people were 
expelled from every country in 
Europe, except Poland. They fell 
victim to massacres and pogroms 
during the Crusades, the Black 
Death, and the Spanish Inquisition. 

This is just one example 
of how a certain group of people 
was systematically attacked 
because of their religion. While 
that example was from the 
Middle Ages, there were many 
variations of this previous situa-
tion, and more continue to come.

Perhaps the most known anti-
Semitic atrocity is the Holocaust. 

This genocide was orga-
nized by the Nazis and led by 
Adolf Hitler. From 1941-1945 
Jews were methodically murdered 
by the Nazi regime in the largest 
genocide of the 20th centaury. 

Thi s  was  a  sys t em-
a t i c ,  bu reauc ra t i c ,  s t a t e -
sponsored persecution and 
murder of six million Jews. 

T h e  r e a l  q u e s t i o n 
here is how? How could six 
million people be killed and 
no one stopped the Nazis? 

There are certain precondi-
tions for genocide to take place. 
The national culture must not 
place a high value on human life 
and members of the dominant 
society must see the victims’ 
lives as less valuable than others. 
Dehumanizing the victims makes 
it easier for the perpetrators to kill 
because then they are murdering 
something “less than human.”

The more unfortunate part 
about this is that the Holocaust 
was not the last genocide. Even 
after six million people were 
killed, genocide continues to 
happen. How does this vicious 
cycle come to an end? Will it 
ever? Since the beginning, there 
has been a sequence of hatred.

 It continues to be up to every 
generation to stop this. I’m not 
saying that we can eradicate hate, 
because that would be too lofty a 
goal and not realistic. However, 
who says we can’t limit the hatred, 
by adding more love, tolerance, 
and acceptance to the world?

Cartoon by Evan Kelmar ’16

Indulge in your 
weird food cravings!
by Reilly Callahan ’15

Everyone has his or her own 
set of taste buds. Everyone has his 
or her favorite meals; my current 
top-choice is my aunt’s baked mac 
and cheese. Everyone has certain 
dishes or foods that disgust him or 
her; peas gross me out. Most people 
have quirky combos of foods that 
they love; I microwave my PB&Js. 

It starts out fairly normal. 
First, I gently toast my bread – just 
to add that crunch. Second comes 
the peanut butter. Then, jelly. 
Strawberry, black raspberry, straw-
berry rhubarb… anything works. 

Then things get  wild 
and crazy when I nuke it for 
about 15 seconds, just enough 
to melt the peanut butter, but 
not enough to make it hot. 

The two spreads ooze on top 
of each other and into the little tiny 

holes of the toast. It’s delicious. It 
is a bit tricky, though, because it 
can get quite messy when it drips. 
With enough practice, I’ve learned 
to tilt the sandwich at just the right 
angle so that I don’t lose any of 
that scrumptious jelly to the plate.  

I’ve got another must-try 
combo for you, and this one is 
peanut-free: Nutella and tortilla 
chips.The salty chips combat the 
sweet chocolate in a fight for my 
taste buds’ attention. This is a 
pretty self-explanatory snack, and 
the proportions are all up to you.

I first tested this combo on 
a sad night when I ate through the 
remaining crackers in my cabinet. 
Desperate, I give Tostitos a try, 
and I’m glad I did. I guess Nutella 
really does go with everything!

Another strange snack 
that I’ve come to love is animal 
crackers dipped in caramel (the 

caramel dip intended for apple 
slices). Again, a snack brings 
together sweet and savory. 

Looking for more of a meal? 
Try a decked-out cheese sandwich 
with mayo and bread-and-butter 
pickles. This is the perfect on-the-
go lunch when you’re tired of the 
plain ham and cheese but don’t have 
time to microwave your PB&J. 

I got this idea from a friend’s 
grandpa who was slathering mayo 
on his bread and putting cheese 
and pickles on top. At first, I 
thought that he was confused 
and that he was unaware of the 
ingredients he was combining in 
a single sandwich. But then, after 
trying it myself, I realized that he 
knew exactly what he was doing. 

I encourage you all to 
explore your taste buds with at 
least one of these strange eats, and 
maybe invent a combo of your own. 

Get eager 
for Egan: 
Symposium 
author set 
to visit 
December 5
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KO work load: too heavy to manage?
by Sasha Bash  ’17

At what point is too much 
homework simply unnecessary? 
We have all had days when our 
homework load is excessive on 
top of having an away sports 
game. These days end with 
staying up way too late to finish 
our work, which ultimately leads 
to being exhausted the next day. 

Furthermore, being tired in 
class results in not being as atten-
tive as usual. Overall, staying 
up too late because of a substan-
tial load of homework just turns 
into a vicious cycle. But the real 
question is, does piling on home-
work help students advance 
in learning and education, or 
does it have the reverse effect?

Studies show that tremen-
dous amounts of work can in fact 
cause depression, lower grades, 
and alienation from society. If 
a student is buried in home-
work, it can throw their life off 
balance and out of proportion.

 Furthermore, sometimes 
homework can be ineffective. 
Time-consuming homework 

that is truly non-productive in 
learning is useless. Instead, it’s 
just a waste of a child’s time.

Therefore, the problem with 
homework is really the amount and 
time it takes. We go to school from 
eight am to three pm. Then we 
have sports, ending around five-
thirty (also varies depending on the 
sport). Assuming someone arrives 
home by six, they still have to eat 
dinner, shower, and get ready for 
bed. Most subjects vary between 
30 minutes and an hour for home-
work, which can overall add up 
to four hours of homework. This 
results in an unhealthy late night.

I am not saying we should 
eradicate homework; however, 
the amount of homework and 
its efficiency should be looked 
intoI support homework because 
there can be many positives, 
but when there is too much 
homework the negatives over-
power. Studies show that more 
than two hours of homework a 
night may be counterproductive. 

Denise Pope, a senior 
lecturer at the Stanford Univer-
sity School of Education said that 

“the findings address how current 
homework practices in privileged, 
high –performing schools sustain 
student’s advantage in competi-
tive climates yet hinder learning, 
full engagement and well-being.”

 The negative effects of 
homework can harm the well-
being and behavior of students, 
which can extend into a students 
life outside of school including 
their family and friends. Further-
more, sleep deprivation, head-
aches, exhaustion, and weight loss 
are some health problems that can 
be a result of too much homework. 

Spending too much time 
on homework means time from 
somewhere else must be cut. 
This could mean less time to 
spend on hobbies, extracurric-
ular activities, or simply hanging 
out with family and friends. 

Is this really healthy, 
though? Many students might 
feel obligated to choose home-
work over developing other 
talents or perusing other hobbies. 
Overall, there are effective and 
productive aspects of homework. 

Learning how to manage 

We asked 117 students...
Do you leave home for 
Thanksgiving?

Sharing is caring; send in your thoughts
Every News Day, it’s the 

same (side note: for those who 
don’t know, News Day is the one 
Sunday a month where a collec-
tion of sleep-deprived teenagers in 
sweatpants show up at an ungodly 
hour to edit and lay out the news-
paper you are currently reading). 
The library is abuzz with chatter as 
the editors head to the computers, 
sometimes calling writers to beg 
for missing articles. But one depart-
ment stands out from the rest.

Every department, from 
Arts to Sports, has the ability to 
assign certain articles to writers; 
when News Day comes around, 
they know they have enough 
articles to fill up their depart-
ments’ pages. Every depart-
ment, that is, save Opinions.

The Opinions department 
is uniquely dependent on the 
KO community. They cannot 
assign articles. They depend on 
members of the community to 
send them opinions. The Opinions 

editors – senior Reilly Callahan 
and sophomore Sasha Bash – 
find themselves in the same situ-
ation every News Day; there are 
nowhere near enough articles 
to fill up the Opinion pages. 

Inevitably, this means 
Reily and Sasha have to write 
multiple articles, rendering 
the pages that were created to 
reflect the voice of a diverse 
community into the voice of two. 

This News Day was particu-
larly unfortunate. You know how 
many articles they received from 
people outside of the KO News? 
Two. One student and one teacher. 
What does this mean? This means 
Reilly and Sasha had to ask fellow 
editors, with the result that Max 
Bash and I are currently spending 
this early Sunday morning typing 
up hastily-formed opinions.

Having seen this scenario 
play out multiple times, I’m 
taking this opportunity to remind 
you why contributing opinions is 
important and why it’s rude and 
disrespectful to tell the Opinions 

editors you are going to write an 
opinion and then never let them 
know that, never mind, you’re not.

First, I’d like to address 
the latter contention. It’s simple, 
not particularly personal; plainly, 
when Reilly or Sasha approach 
you, thinking you might be a good 
candidate for writing an opinion, 
and you impulsively agree that, 
absolutely, you’ll have that in for 
Sunday, Nov. 16 (three weeks from 
when they asked you), at least let 
them know you won’t write it in the 
end. They absolutely understand 
the average student’s lack of time. 

There’s nothing worse 
than realizing on News Day that 
eight out of 10 of the people 
supposed to write opinions 
never informed the editor that no 
opinion would be forthcoming. 

The second, and perhaps 
most important, point of this 
opinion is remind everyone of 
the opportunity squandered every 
time Opinions of KO devolves into 
Opinions of the KO News staff. 

KO students are famously 

eager to vocalize their anger 
over  the  adminis t ra t ion’s 
perceived lack of communica-
tion, a complaint epitomized 
by Max’s editorial on Page 3. 

But how often do we, as 
individual students, actually do 
something about it? How often do 
we communicate with the people in 
charge? The Opinions pages exist 
for the purpose of students NOT 
on the KO News to write about 
what they wish to see changed, 
what they want to see brought 
to the community’s attention. 

The Opinions department 
has so much potential; when the 
pages reflect the true diversity of 
thought on campus, they can be the 
most entertaining and illuminating 
articles in the newspaper. Person-
ally, the Opinions section of the 
New York Times is my favorite; an 
author’s personality shines through 
in an opinion, rendering the issue 
they are talking about fascinating 
just due to their passion on the 
topic. (Clarification: this opinion is 
not in anyway supposed to be super 

fascinating or personality-shining-
through – it’s supposed to comment 
on the dearth of opinion writers 
in a community I know for a fact 
has plenty of opinionated people 
with interesting thoughts to share.)

You can write an opinion 
about anything (within reason). 
It does not have to be nega-
tive; it can be a positive review, 
a story you think would be 
interesting to share, something 
you would like to see brought 
to the community’s attention. 

If you think this particular 
opinion is obnoxiously repetitious 
and annoying, write about it. And 
then submit it to Reilly or Sasha. I 
won’t get too offended, I promise. 

If something has been aggra-
vating you lately, write about it. 

If something is going 
on in the world that you feel 
passionate about, write about it. 

If  you’ve never been 
asked by a KO News editor to 
“tell ‘em why you mad,” take 
the opportunity to tell us why 
you’re mad. I know I just did.

by Lina Volin ’15

your time is one example of a 
good result from homework. 
However, too much homework 
leading to health problems or 
depression is a major problem. 

Cartoon by Anya Delventhal ’15

Homework with a purpose 
and benefit is useful and necessary. 
The load of homework and how it 
can negatively impact students 
should be more closely examined. 

55%
45%

I travel I stay
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KO students collect pennies 
to fight overlooked diseases
by Noah Stanton ’17

Mary Lessard ’14, a current 
freshman at Notre Dame Univer-
sity, organized a penny wars 
competition between the Upper 
School forms from Monday, 
Nov. 3, to Friday, Nov. 7. 

The activity was held to 
raise money and awareness for 
the End7 project, which Mary 
studies, among other health orga-
nizations, in a Common Human 
Diseases course at Notre Dame.

End7, a non-profit campaign 
created and run by the Sabin 
Vaccine Institute, aims to elimi-
nate seven of the most common 
yet overlooked viruses around 
the globe by the year 2020. 

These Neglected Tropical 
Diseases (NTDs), which include 
elephantiasis, river blindness, 
snail fever, trachoma, round-
worm, whipworm and hook-

worm, thrive in poor communities 
and affect a surprising one in six 
people (including more than half 
a billion children worldwide). 

Although these diseases  
may not be fatal, their condition 
can result in lifelong disabili-
ties that prevent children from 
attending school or parents from 
going to work, therefore further 
placing communities in a deep 
rut of poverty and instability.

Luckily, these vaccines are 
on hand and already being donated 
by pharmaceutical companies. For 
this reason, only 50 cents toward 
the delivery and set-up of these 
drugs can protect one child from 
all seven NTDs for an entire year. 

Mary said that this shows 
just how realistic the project is. 
“What I love about the End7 
campaign is that it presents a clear 
solution to these seven diseases,” 
she said. “The money is not going 

to research, but instead straight 
towards the medicine that already 
exists to treat billions of people.”

Mary said that. after a former 
Notre Dame graduate came and 
spoke to her class about End7, they 
were encouraged to design a unique 
way to raise awareness; many 
students chose to return to their 
high schools to begin their project. 

“I decided to become an 
advocate for End7 and NTDs 
by doing a penny war because 
I felt like it really emphasized 
the fact that it takes only cents 
to make a visible difference 
in people’s lives,” she said.

The rules of the competition 
were simple enough: four jars, one 
for each Upper School form, were 
placed on a table in the cafeteria 
for the duration of the week. 
Students were encouraged to put 
spare change in their own form’s 
jar to earn points, and placing a 

dollar bill in the jar of another form 
counted as negative points, making 
it easy to sabotage other grades.

T h e  w i n n i n g  f o r m 
was awarded a dress down 
day  on  Fr iday,  Nov.  14 .

Mary’s brother, junior 
David Lessard, revealed the final 
scores at an assembly on Tuesday, 
Nov. 11, with the freshmen at 

58 points, sophomores at 138 
points, seniors at 338 points, and 
juniors securing the victory, and 
the dress down day, at 744 points.

Mary said that she was 
pleased about the activity’s overall 
success. “We raised $233.72,” 
she said. “That means that 467 
people will be protected from 
all seven diseases for a year.”

  KO students to explore real world 
by Alec Rossi ’17

KO students may have the 
opportunity to intern at Hartford-
area companies this summer 
through a new KO effort to 
connect students and employers, 
said Assistant Head of School for 
Academic Life Natalie Demers.

Ms. Demers said that KO is 
now having preliminary conver-
sations with companies and 
students interested in internships. 

She said she is currently 
in the process of developing an 
application process for students, 
as well as giving the compa-
nies guidelines for interns. 

“Students should have a 
real-world opportunity to learn 
not do menial work,” she said.

Ms. Demers said that intern-
ships are a vital part in deter-
mining what a student might 
want to do professionally. “It is 

really important what comes after 
college. For students to have the 
opportunity to explore careers 
they are interested in it can help 
clarify an interest,” she said.

Internships will also help 
with professional networking, 
she said. “Internships allow for 
building relationships with orga-
nizations and companies and 
tying what [students] learn with 
real world application,” she said.

In the past. some KO 
students have worked at invest-
ment banks and medical labs, 
but these internships were set up 
individually, said Ms. Demers. 
“I feel strongly that [KO] should 
centralize or provide connec-
tions for other students,” she said.

While KO does not have any 
specific internships set up now, 
Ms. Demers said that she is open 
to hearing a student’s interests 
and trying to facilitate a program 

if KO has a connection. “We 
have an incredibly diverse parent 
body and alumni network that we 
can harness,” Ms. Demers said. 

While students would not 
apply for an internship through 
KO, school staff members 
would help students create 
resumes and cover letters, and 

act as a reference and means to 
communicate for the student.

Senior Katherine Smith 
participated in The Discovery 
to Cure High School Internship 
program last summer. She spent 
seven weeks working in a cancer 
research lab at Yale. She was nomi-
nated for the program by Science 
Department Chair Frederick 
Goodman and applied in February.

Katherine worked with 30 
other students, each of whom 
worked under a mentor. She 
spent her time in the Obstet-
rics and Gynecology depart-
ment, studying estrogen’s effect 
on endometrial cancer cells. 

She worked from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
primarily feeding cell cultures and 
running Western Blots, tests used to 
detect specific proteins in tissues.

“My favorite part was how 
real it was,” Katherine said. “I 

would commute, work, and then 
explore New Haven, dangling my 
Yale ID like a real employee.” 

She said she also enjoyed 
being able to see how her work could 
have a large effect on the world.

She said that internships are 
invaluable for high school students. 
They introduce students to a real 
working environment, she said. 

While Katherine said 
she enjoyed the results of her 
work, she said she disliked 
the large amounts of waiting 
involved in laboratory sciences.

Sophomore Brian Gould 
said he thought the new internship 
program was a great idea. “I’m not 
sure what I want to do when I grew 
up, but opportunities like this could 
help clarify my interests,” he said.

Ms. Demers invited students 
who have done internships or think 
they might have an interest in them 
to email her or speak with her.

SGA plans include hot chocolate, 
February activity, May movie night   

“Internships allow 
for building rela-
tionships with 
organizations and 
companies and tying 
what [students] 
learn with real-
world application,”  
           – Ms. Demers

Juniors Hayley Eicher and Ali Zilahy enjoy dress down day for 
collecting the most pennies 

by Sophia Harrison ’15

S t u d e n t  G o v e r n m e n t 
(SGA) has announced big 
plans for the upcoming months.

Once again this year, SGA 
will be serving free hot chocolate 
in the caf during the winter months. 

They’re also considering a 
winter activity, similar to the Form 
fun nights on a Friday or Saturday, 
that could take the place of the 
February Valentine’s Day dance. 

“We would possibly do 
a Lancaster and York activity 
like we did last year, but we are 
trying to have more of those and 
earlier in the year” said senior 

SGA Speaker Jack Beckerman.  
But SGA won’t be taking 

away the dance in February. “We are 
still considering a dance, because 
some people brought up that they 
do enjoy them, especially freshmen 
and sophomores,” said Jack. 

There is also talk of a movie 
night in the spring. “Two years ago 
we did it in April,” Jack said, “and 
it was still pretty cold, so we were 
thinking of moving it to May in 
hope that more people would show 
up. There would be no cost, but we 
want a lot of people to show up, so 
we aren’t just spending money.” 

Another important event 
affecting SGA is that its faculty 

advisor, English teacher Heidi 
Hojniki, is moving to India 
in January. “Ms. McKee will 
now take over and be a part 
of the meetings, which is nice 
because we usually communicate 
with her anyways,” said Jack. 

L a n c a s t e r  a n d  Yo r k 
minute-to-win games are going 
to start up in assembly again. 

Lately, there have been issues 
regarding adding these events to 
assemblies since the whole Upper 
School meets only once a week 
and it’s hard to fit them in because 
there are so many announcements. 

“We won’t do it every week 
but we will try every few weeks 

to get a game in,” said Jack. 
Lastly, the SGA has been 

focusing on student concerns. In the 
last meeting, everyone went around 
and discussed both the positive and 

negatives of the new schedule. 
“We did this after Ms. 

McKee put the suggestions on the 
portal because we wanted to make 
sure our voices were heard” said 
Jack. “It was nice to hear points 
from different classes and different 
schedules because everyone has 
different negatives and positives.” 

As SGA has more meet-
ings, more information will be 
made available to the student body, 
and more issues will be able to be 
brought up. SGA is seeking input 
from more students. “The more 
that students who aren’t in student 
government get involved, the more 
we can accomplish” said Jack. 

“The more that 
students who aren’t 
in student govern-
ment get involved, 
the more we can 
accomplish”                  
    – Jack Beckerman
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KO students will have the 
chance to enjoy both jazz bands 
and choral performances at a club-
themed event called “Jazz Night” 
at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 24, 
in the Black Box Theater. Jazz 
Night will include performances 
by the Middle School Jazz Band, 
the Upper School Faculty Student 
Jazz Band Combo, Crimson 
7, and Oxfordians. Admis-
sion is free and open to anyone.

O x f o r d i a n s  w i l l  b e 
performing “The Sounds of 
Silence” by Simon and Garfunkel 
and “Ain’t No Mountain High 
Enough” by Marvin Gaye and 

Tammi Terrell.  Crimson 7 will 
be singing “Good Old Acapella,” 
“Problem” by Ariana Grande, and 
“Troublemaker” by Olly Murs, 
featuring Flo Rida.“I think the 
group’s sound is very nice and, as 
for skill and talent, I believe we 
are definitely ready for this perfor-
mance,” said freshman David 
Marottolo, a singer in Crimson 7.

His tory  and  crea t ive 
arts teacher David Baker, who 
directs Crimson 7, won’t be able 
to attend the night, but he said 
it should be very entertaining 
and that he’s excited Crimson 
7  will be performing on their 
own, without his direction.

The Middle School Jazz 

Band will be showcasing “See Jam 
Blues,” “Mr. PC,” and “Afro Blue.”  
The Upper School Jazz Combo will 
be playing some Duke Ellington 
music, jazz-rock fusions, and an 
original blues song written by 
freshman guitar player Jake Kulak.

Jake said that he originally 
wrote the song for guitar, but then 
he altered it to fit other instruments. 
He said that he’s very excited to 
participate with his talented peers.

Piano player in the Faculty 
Student Jazz Combo, junior 
EJ Beerbower, said that he’s 
excited for this night, especially 
because he thinks the songs they 
are performing are really great.

Last year, the Jazz Band 

performances were held in 
Roberts Theater due to construc-
tion in Black Box, but this year 
they are being held in Black Box. 

The decorations in the room 
will resemble those of a night-
club. Round tables with food and 
centerpieces on them will provide 
a club-like atmosphere, said 
creative arts teacher and director of 
the Upper School Faculty Student 
Jazz Combo, Wayne Pierce.

Creative Arts Department 
Chair Todd Millen, who also directs 
the Middle School Jazz Band, said 
Jazz Night represents a new kind 
of presentation for KO groups. 
“This is different than anything 
we do for other concerts,” he said. 

Jazz night to swing with tunes this Monday

After relative silence ever 
since Karate Kid of 2010, Jaden 
Smith has rocketed back into the 
public eye. Jaden’s twitter philos-
ophy, including quotes such as 
“How Can Mirrors Be Real If 
Our Eyes Aren’t Real,” and “If 
A Book Store Never Runs Out 
Of A Certain Book, Does That 
Mean That Nobody Reads It, Or 
Everybody Reads It,” began the 
hashtag #TweetLikeJadenSmith. 

This twitter boiled down 
is basically making fun of 
Jaden Tweeting out some sort 
of play on words like “If I’m at 
a restaurant, and I’m waiting for 
the waiter, aren’t I the waiter?”

Dona ld  Glover  AKA 
Childish Gambino, an artist who 
is frequently regarded as one of 
the few geniuses in rap, referred 
to Jaden as insanely smart. For 
this reason, some may be led to 
believe that Jaden tweeted out 
all of these seemingly nonsen-
sical sentences as a marketing 
ploy to get people invested in him 
enough to check out his music 
that would be dropping soon after.

Despite this, Jaden is at least 
seemingly very honest, and very 
open. Along with this his music 
shares the same philosophies 
as his twitter persona in a more 
sensical-to-the-average-listener 
way. This leads some, especially 
fans of the weird type of music 
he makes to trust in his sincerity.

However, no matter what 
viewpoint you take on this topic, 
Jaden hasn’t always been like this. 
Jaden’s rap debut on Justin Bieber’s 
“Never Say Never” compared to 
his most recent project “Prakuti,” 
shows an immense artistic growth. 

It is of course a possibility 
that Jaden’s verse on the track was 
ghostwritten, seeing as he was only 
11 or 12, but even so in four years 
there was a huge change; however, 
this change isn’t the amazing one.

In 2012, “The Cool Cafe” 
was released. Despite Jaden 
keeping a select few trade-
marks of his the same such 

as substituting “the n-word” 
with “joker,” this project and 
his more recent work just two 
years later are polar opposites. 

It’s obvious Jaden wanted to 
do something different with this 
project, but it was overall not a very 
good effort. This tape was mostly 
interesting, taking on generic love 
songs, with a different vibe and 
sound, but overall is uninteresting. 

Of course there are standout 
tracks, such as “Cries” produced by 
Purity Ring, and interesting lines 
scattered around the project, but it 
was a failed attempt to be different.

However, after Jaden’s 
hiatus from music, he began 
releasing track after track of 
quality songs alongside his 
insanely talented younger sister, 
Willow, who also had a similar 
break from music, allowing 
herself to evolve as an artist. 

Willow released “5” along-
side her older brother, a phenom-
enal track showing her amazing 
singing voice, Jaden’s heightened 
rapping ability, and their much 
more mature and interesting minds. 

The two of them continued 
churning out, or at least releasing, 
tons of high-quality material, 
including a King Cruel cover of 
“Easy Easy” by Willow, a Pink 
Floyd remix entitled “Melan-
choly” by Jaden, his impres-
sive “Fast,” “Trophy V6,” and 
a collaborative effort by both of 
them entitled “Blue Ocean V19.” 

At the same time Jaden’s 
creativity was being displayed at 
an all time high in Childish Gambi-
no’s “Kauai,” featuring Jaden 
to play his character “The Boy.”

Jaden’s music has become 
increasingly more introspec-
tive as well as experimental, 
and, despite the large amount of 
music he’s been releasing, he has 
yet to disappoint, or oversaturate 
fans to the point that a new song 
is too boring to even check out.

Jaden’s newest release is a 
three-track album titled “Prakuti,’ 
entirely produced by Teos, which 
is said to have been dedicated to 
Kendall Jenner. Despite the entire 

project being just over six minutes 
long, there is no lack of substance. 

The intro “Preach” espe-
cially highlights the experience 
Jaden has been going through as 
of late. “So when you arrange my 
funeral, please just save me a seat,” 
says Jaden as he closes out the 
track, further merging his philos-
ophy and music as he progresses.

His voice has gotten less 
annoying. He’s less afraid to play 
around with effects, sounds, and 
ideas, and he has improved expo-
nentially in actual rapping ability. 

At th is  poin t ,  Jaden 
has beyond proved himself; 
he’s  abs t rac t ,  he’s  above 
average, and he’s more than 
made up for the weaker mate-
rial he released in the past. 

But he still isn’t earning 
nearly any of the respect he 
deserves, and it isn’t difficult to 
figure out why this is the case. 

Jaden’s father, Will  Smith, 
is one of the biggest actors of all 
time. He is huge, well respected 
and loved, and remains that way. 

So, Jaden was set up for 
failure. It is seemingly impos-
sible for him to reach the level 
of his father, but people had 
the bar set so high for him that 
everything he does disappoints. 

Coupled with the fact his 
art is so out of the norm, Jaden 
is constantly facing hate for 
next to nothing. This, next to 
the fact Jaden is one of the only 
real advocates for the unrepre-
sented market of middle-to-upper 
class black youth, could make 
his music unreliable to most.                              

However, next to the under-
whelming “The Cool Cafe,” he 
has shown incredible growth, not 
just as an artist, but as a thinker. 

At this point the vast 
majority of people who don’t 
like Jaden either haven’t looked 
into his work (or at least his 
recent work) deeply if at all. 

They see the tweets, they 
see the trends, and they blindly 
jump on the hype train, bashing 
him while, under the radar, he 
improves with every release.

“We are trying to give people 
new experiences in new places 
because that’s what it’s all about.” 

This year choral perfor-
mances will be added to Jazz 
Night. “We decided to combine 
with choral groups because it is 
a way to broaden the scope of 
the evening,” said Dr. Pierce.  “It 
gives the audience a large perspec-
tive on musical groups at KO.” 

Sophomore Faith Pease, 
a performer in Oxfordians, said 
she is excited about this night. “I 
think it is a really cool opportu-
nity to perform in front of people 
with Jazz Band groups, espe-
cially since this is the first time 
they’ve been combined,” she said.

Jaden Smith matures 
into serious artist

Hollie Hart 
really hearts art

by Hannah Bash ’18

by Emily Lowit ’15

by Nic Bisgaard ’16
If you’ve walked through the 

“garden level” of Roberts this year, 
you may have noticed a seasonally-
decorated doorway brightening the 
hallway. This unique and exciting 
approach to livening up the base-
ment represents the spirit of Hollie 
Hart, one of the newest additions 
to the Creative arts department. 

Ms. Hart has always been 
interested in art. “It was always my 
thing,” she said. “I have a lot of 
artists in my family on my mom’s 
side, so I guess that’s where I genet-
ically got the talent passed down to 
me. I also come from a family of 
actors as well as theater people.”

After her sister attended 
Holy Cross as a theater major, 
Ms. Hart followed in her footsteps. 
“The first day of college I went in 
as a theater major,” said Ms. Hart. 
“Throughout high school, I did 
theater. I was Mimi in the musical 
“Rent.” That was the happiest time 
of my life so I thought that’s what I 
wanted to do, so I went to college."

When Ms. Hart  began her 
first theater class, she looked 
around the room and realized 
that it did not feel right. “It was 
a wake-up call,” she said. “I went 
undeclared by end of day. My 
roommate at the time went to 
The New England School of Art 
and Design, a branch of Suffolk 
University, which is where I went. 

“I remember having all 
of these essays for homework, 
and it was totally not my thing. 
I knew I was a creative person."

Ms. Hart noticed that her 
roommate’s homework consisted 
of drawings and foundational 
art. “She told me that I could 
come in to her classes and check 
it out, and I knew immediately 
that it was a fit for me,” she said. 

“From the people to the 
projects, everything about it 
fit. I don’t know why I didn’t 
realize earlier until college that 
I made it a real thing for me."”

Ms. Hart went on to attend 
the New England School of Art 
and Design for four years and got 
her bachelor’s degree in fine arts. 

“So now I'm a teacher,” 
she said. “I graduated college in 

2013, and I was hanging out for a 
year when the Rectory School in 
Pomfret called me up. I went there 
for school, so I had an up. An art 
teacher was on maternity leave, 
so I was able to get a foot in the 
door and from there I came here.”

Although Ms. Hart loves 
being a teacher, her secret real 
passion is interior decorating. 
“That’s what I love to do,” she 
said. “Mrs. Rodriguez is awesome 
because she is letting me redo 
her living room and kitchen. 
I’m very thankful that she put 
all of her trust in me,” she said. 
“She is going to be my first real 
start at a little interior portfolio.”

In addition to interior design, 
Ms. Hart likes tattoos, likes to sing, 
and likes dogs. “I grew up with 
nine dogs,” said Ms. Hart. “I like to 
change my hair color a lot. It’s soon 
to be blue or pink or something.”

When Ms. Hart teaches, the 
most important thing to her is to 
get the students motivated and 
interested in what they are doing, 
even if it’s just an art requirement. 

“The way I run class is super 
exciting because the students are 
able to move around to different 
rooms and keep active,” said 
Ms. Hart. “I like to engage them 
through videos and references 
to contemporary artists. My big 
message is that honestly everyone 
can be an artist and there is 
so much to say through art.” 

Personally, Ms. Hart does 
large-scale paintings that also 
include photos. “I guess they are 
large-scale,” she said. “I think 
the process is super important 
in art not focusing on an end 
result because its the process 
that allows you to get there.”

Rock Review:

Creative arts teacher Hollie Hart. 
Photo by Taylor Photography.



8 THURSDAY
November 20, 2014 Arts Arts THURSDAY

November 20, 2014 9

KO students presented “The 
Heidi Chronicles” for an audi-
ence of Upper School students 
at the conclusion of the school 
day on Wednesday, Nov. 12, in 
Roberts Theater. This was the 
first time that the school’s fall 
play has been performed before 
KO students during the day.

“We decided it was impor-
tant for us to have the KO 
community support us and view 
the play,” said the director of 
the production Joshua Feder. 

The show was also presented 
at 7 p.m. on both Thursday, 
Nov. 13, and Friday, Nov. 14.

Performing the play’s debut 
for Upper School students wasn’t 
the only change in the produc-
tion. The entire process, from 
auditions to rehearsals to the final 
production, occurred much earlier 
this year than in previous years.

Auditions for the play took 
place on Monday, Sept. 15, and 
rehearsals began on Monday, 
Sept. 22. Previously, auditions 
and rehearsals began in October.

“We wanted to get the 
play to correspond more with 
the sports season,” said creative 
arts teacher and the production’s 
Technical Director Mark Kravetz. 

A total of 24 students were 

involved with the fall play – 17 
acting on stage and seven students 
running the show’s technical 
aspects. Several of the actors had 
multiple roles, switching char-
acters throughout the play.  The 
leads were junior Emma Cowper 
and senior sCasey Barter,  Anya 
Delventhal, and Denizhan Kara.

“The storyline of the play 
involves series of scenes over 
the course of 25 years,” said Mr. 
Feder. “So everyone is coming 
and going, and their varying roles 
have required them to dedicate 
a lot of time to the production.”

Students said they enjoyed 
the shifting scenes and changing 

relationships between charac-
ters. “All of the scenes were 
really interesting since they 
changed as years went by in the 
play,” said sophomore Jacob 
Brown. “The dynamic between 
characters was fun to watch.”

After seven weeks of 
rehearsals, the cast and crew 
made finalized preparations in the 
last weeks leading up to the debut.

“The actors’ memorization of 
their lines and their true dedication 
to their roles were both definitely 
shown in the last few rehearsals,” 
said sophomore Ryan Silvers, 
head technical sound engineer.

Another modification to 

this fall play was the introduc-
tion of a full-time stage manager. 
In previous plays, the responsi-
bilities of stage manager were 
given to a member of the tech 
crew who had other jobs as well.

But this year, stage manager 
became a separate position, 
assigned to senior Shreya Karak.

Mr. Feder said Shreya’s 
responsibilities included sched-
uling and organizing various 
components of  rehearsals , 
helping the actors memorize 
their lines, and overseeing tech-
nical elements while commu-
nicating with the tech crew. 

“Before, the stage manager, 

being a member of the tech crew, 
wasn’t a part of the rehearsal 
process and wasn’t familiar with 
the show,” said Mr. Kravetz, “but 
now the stage manager works 
hand-in-hand with Mr. Feder and 
is very familiar with the show.”

Establishing a stage manager 
position, Mr. Feder said, promoted 
his overall objective for the fall play. 

“I wanted to create the 
position of stage manager more 
formally because my goal is to 
bring professionalism to the way 
we do theater here and also to do 
plays that matter and are more 
important and worthwhile,” he said.

Many students expressed 
their enjoyment of the play. “The 
play was riveting, and I thought the 
actors and actresses did a fantastic 
job,” said junior Nicole Demers. 

Freshman Phoebe Taylor 
agreed. “The acting was great and 
so was the plot,” she said. “It was 
a very good depiction of the social 
and political issues of the time.”

Mr. Feder said that he thought 
that the performance of “The Heidi 
Chronicles” for the Upper School 
provided both entertainment and 
enrichment for the student body.

“It’s a beautiful and dramatic 
play with comedic moments,” he 
said. “The play consists of snap-
shots of life that say so much 
about the human experience.”

Fall play wows with innovations

With the growing popu-
larity of tattoos in this day and 
age, it’s no wonder that there is 
more and more curiosity about 
this different art form. In accor-
dance with this trend, there are 
many students and teachers on 
the KO campus with tattoos.

Media arts teacher Greg 
Scranton has five tattoos, all on 
his arms and legs. “All of my 
tattoos stemmed from a curiosity 
in civilizations that no longer 
exist,” he said, “I was really inter-
ested in lost civilizations like 
the Egyptians and the Mayans.”

 Mr. Scranton said that he was 
a senior in high school when he got 
his first tattoo, but said he acquired 
most of them when in college.“My 
tattoos were of interest, but I was 
most interested in the aesthetic 
value of them,” he said. “I wanted 
them to be aesthetically pleasing.”

Science teacher  Clay 
Miles also has five tattoos. “My 
most recent one was a memo-
rial tattoo,” he said. “It was an 
add-on to an existing tattoo.”

Mr. Miles is very connected 
to Camp Winona in Maine and 
already had the symbol, a bat, 
tattooed on his leg. “I added to my 
Winona tattoo because the director 
of the camp passed away, and I was 
going to get something elaborate, 
but that was not his speed,” he said. 
“My son Graham designed it.”

Mr. Miles’ tattoos all have 
special meanings to him. “I have 
a Wyvern because all three of my 
children went here, and they’re 

doing beautifully in life,” he said.
His wife got him the Wyvern 

as a birthday present. “Even if I got 
fired. I would want to keep it,” he 
said, “I’ve been here for 20 years.”

He said that the first tattoo 
he got was something he wanted 
to do and something that he 
thought about for six or seven 
years before getting it. “Tattoos 
are dangerous because once you 
get one you want more,” he said.

Although he has many 
tattoos, Mr. Miles is not a full 
-out tattoo enthusiast. “They last 
forever, and they hurt to get,” 
he said. “Getting a tattoo when 
you're 15 or 16 is not a good move 
because they’re on you forever.”

Mr. Miles is really adamant 
about being thoughtful about the 
decision to get a tattoo. “I’m not 
just going to slap stuff on there 
because, at the time, I think it’s 
cool...tattoos are not to be taken 
lightly,” he said. “They’re not eras-
able, and, for that reason, you have 
to be thoughtful and prepared.”

Mr. Miles said that his 
family is big on tattoos, but he 
advises his kids to complete this 
thorough thought process before 
getting inked. “It’s a process 
and one that should be honored 
by some thought,” he said.

He is also cautious about 
the artist that he uses. “You have 
to find someone who knows what 
they’re doing,” he said. “You’re 
not going to be young forever.”

Science teacher Tim Allerton 
has three tattoos for family heri-
tage reasons. “I grew up in a pretty 
heavy Irish Catholic home and I 

identify with more of my Irish side 
than my English side,” he said. 
“The tattoos I have are mostly 
representative of my Irish side.”

Each time Mr. Allerton 
went to get tattoos, he went with 
his younger brother and they 
designed them together. “Two are 
identical, and one is different,” 
he said. “The third tattoo was the 
family coat of arms, which is just 
something I identified with and 
something that I wanted to do.”

Mr. Allerton said that he 
got his tattoos because it was 
something that he always wanted 
to do and he couldn’t think of a 
reason not to do it. “It was some-
thing to commemorate my past 
history, and I plan on getting 
more in the future,” he said.

As far as his children go, 

Mr. Allerton said that he would 
be happy to take the girls. “I’m 
not against them doing it, but 
there are things you need to know, 
and it has to be a place where 
you are happy with it,” he said.

Art history teacher Hollie 
Hart has six tattoos and is a bit of 
a tattoo aficionado herself. “I love 
tattoos,” she said. “I think they’re 
just an art form within itself.”

Ms. Hart said that she loves  
the fact that tattoos are becoming 
much more socially acceptable 
now. “Past generations see tattoos 
as a bad thing, and you were an 
outcast if you had them,” said 
Ms. Hart. “But now in modern 
culture people are so much 
more open to them,” she said. 

“My grandparents don't 
like tattoos. They don’t under-

by Tara Kilkenny ’17

Hidden human art: tattoos of KO
by Aly Brown ’15

Students perform in the fall play “The Heidi Chronicles.” Photo by Claire Halloran ’15.

stand gay marriage, and they 
still, as much as I hate to say 
this, have racial stereotypes.”

Ms.  Har t  shared  her 
gratitude over how far society 
has come in terms of accep-
tance of new ideas. “I feel like 
tattoos are huge now because 
of the time we live in,” she said.

She said that she has always 
had a desire to be a tattoo artist. 
“I feel like there’s a difference 
between a tattoo artist and an 
artist who gives tattoos,” she said.

Ms. Hart said that she 
wanted to be an intern at a tattoo 
shop and the tattoo artist shut her 
down because she didn’t have any 
tattoos showing. “Artists who give 
tattoos could have no work on their 
bodies at all,” she said. “They see 
Continued on page 16.

Science teacher Lisa Bailey displays her tattoo on her arm. Photo by Lydia Bailey ’15.
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Jake K(ool)ak: blues extraordinaire

Freshman blues artist Jake 
Kulak is this month’s spotlight artist.

Jake has been playing the 
guitar for three years. He said that 
listening to music inspired him to 
teach himself to play. “I just started 
listening to music,” said Jake. 
“Playing was kind of a joke at first. 
Guitar sounded cool and I wanted 
to try it, and when I got my first 
guitar I taught myself how to play.”

Jake  began  work ing 
with a guitar teacher. “After a 
few months I met this guy and 
he just started letting me tag 
along to his shows,” said Jake. 

As Jake started going to 
shows with his teacher, he began 
making meaningful connec-
tions in the local music commu-
nity. “I would play a few songs 
and people would see me and 

started to call me asking if I 
could play for them,” he said. “It 
was a chain reaction, so I didn’t 
really book shows, people just 
called me and asked me to play.”

Now that he is comfort-
able in the music scene, Jake has 
began performing every once in 
a while. “I play with anyone that 
is around,” said Jake. “It is really 
last minute. If I am playing some-
where I will just call people up.”

Most recently, Jake has 
performed at a couple of blues 
festivals. “I performed at Two 
Left Feet blues festival and at 
bars around Hartford,” said Jake. 
“I have performed at Black Eyed 
Sally’s  and some weird dive bars.” 

Jake has come to really love 
performing. “The energy of the 
performance when you’re playing 
live at a venue and there are people 
watching is crazy” said Jake. 

by Emily Lowit ’15 “That is what makes live music 
better than recording in studio. It 
is interesting and hard when you 
are out at night at bars and you are 
playing until 3 a.m.,” he said. “It 
gets exhausting but it’s quite a time 
because you meet great people 
and great musicians and you form 
a lot of great experiences. It is 
tiring and fun at the same time.”

In addition to just playing 
the guitar, Jake writes his own 
music. “I think it’s hard person-
ally because it’s a very personal 
process putting a lot of your ideas 
out there,” said Jake. “It is scary 
writing a lot of personal music 
and having it exposed. Once you 
get past that and writing ideas 
in general, like getting things 
on a page and organizing them 
getting yourself to sit there and 
just getting yourself to write, you 
have gotten past the challenge.”

Jake said that his biggest 
influence on his music is Jack 
White. “I take a lot from his 
music, probably the rawness of his 
music,” said Jake. “As much as I 
like pop music, I really like it when 
bands are very raw. It’s simple but 
a good kind of simple. I don’t want 
it to be over complicated, I want 
it to be soulful and want there to 
be a lot of meaning behind it.”

Music has come to mean 
a lot to Jake. “There is a lot of 
room to do what you want,” 
said Jake. “You are not neces-
sarily held down by boundaries 
so you can branch off and do 
whatever you feel. It’s chill.” 

Playing music has also 
opened Jake’s eyes to new 
music. “I guess it’s opened me 
up to a lot of different styles and 
it’s shown me a lot of different 
types of music, met a lot of great 

people,” said Jake. “I listen to 
a lot of EDM and rap and I also 
listen to a lot of blues and rock.”

Around KO, Jake is in the 
Jazz Combo with Dr. Wayne Pierce. 
“That has helped me read music as 
I taught myself and I learned the 
wrong way,” said Jake. “I can’t 
read music at all, everything I have 
learned by ear, so the jazz combo 
is forcing me to read music.”

Jake Kulak plays guitar in the Jazz 
Combo. Photo by Claire Halloran ’15.

Epic coffeehouse fans flock to Blue Back
This year’s ever-popular 

Epic coffeehouse was a success. 
The three new editors, seniors 
Amanda Loughran, Meghan 
Kennedy, and Molly Sullivan, were 
able to add a new twist to the event.

The coffeehouse this year 
was set in Barnes and Noble in Blue-
back Square instead of on campus.

The night began with 
senior Claire Halloran singing, 
followed by junior Hayley 
Eicher singing a theatrical 
number filled with emotion.

Then, seniors Denizhan 
Kara and Ian Judge rapped a song 
by Tupac Shakur and Eminem, 
followed by seniors Justin Saint, 
Jack Beckerman, and Chris 
Giotonini and junior Jimmy 
Woods performing two songs 

together with Justin on guitar.
This was followed by 

senior Max Obourn and freshman 
Jake Kulak performing a song 
with Max on vocals and Jake on 
guitar. “I had no idea that Max 
could sing.” said Meghan. “I 
was really impressed with their 
performance because they had 
just decided to do it that day and 
it was actually really funny.”

Then Ian performed again, 
this time on guitar. “I thought 
the change in location made 
things interesting this year, but 
I feel like we should go back to 
Commons for the spring coffee-
house,” said Ian. “This is because 
of preference and the performance 
aspect; Commons’ lighting has a 
better performance vibe for me.”

Freshman David Marot-
tolo then played piano, which 

was followed by senior Parsa 
Kameli and junior Isaiah Wright 
rapping. To end the portion inside 
Barnes and Noble, freshman 
John Ezzo brought everyone 
together by singing “Hallelujah”.

The new location proved 
to show the same amount of KO 
talent. “I think it went really well 
especially because it was in a 
different location and all the acts 
were good,” said Molly. “It was 
different because we had to move 
all the equipment over and I had 
to drop it all off and a bunch of 
us set up decorations and chairs.”

Meghan said that she was 
happy with the turnout and the acts. 
“We were kind of nervous about it 
because there was a lot we didn’t 
know about what was going to 
happen but a lot of people came out 
and it went well with the chorus.”

Molly said that she liked 
the balance of all of the acts. “It’s 
hard to say whether I liked it better 
because it was very different not 
just in terms of space but also the 
sense of intimacy that comes out in 
commons,” said Epic advisor Asha 
Appel. “This had the same sense of 
pride and performance but not so 
much community but I think the 
kids who performed did us proud 
and so did the audience members.”

Ms. Appel said the students 
were respectful of the space in 
Barnes and Noble. “It was neat 
to have people wander but where 
they put us was strange,” she said. 
“You would think that they would 
not want the merchandise to be 
where the performances were.”

Molly said that moving the 
equipment was an added task in 
the new location. “We had to move 

all the equipment over,” she said. 
“We had to bring all the equip-
ment back which was different 
than just having it at school.”

Ms. Appel said that, even 
though the setting of Barnes and 
Noble was new and different 
than the typical coffeehouse 
setup, it ended up working out 
quite well. “It was a successful 
evening and we made a couple 
hundred bucks mostly from 
the café,” said Ms. Appel.

Molly thanked the whole 
Epic staff for helping out. “Shout 
out to [freshman] Skylar Barron 
for bringing in all the decora-
tions and getting everything 
under control for us,” she said.

Amanda agreed. “A lot of 
people came out and it made me 
excited to do the next coffee-
house on campus,” she said.

by Aly Brown ’15

Art History reaches whole new level 
of creativity with self portrait project

Art History teacher Hollie 
Hart put a new spin on Art History 
as she assigned a self-portrait 
project in hopes that it will turn a 
traditionally lecture style class into 
an interactive learning experience.

Ms. Hart was a visual 
arts major in college and was 
required to take five art history 
classes while there, all of which 
were taught in a lecture style. 

While in college, Ms. Hart 
hated art history because she 
disliked the way it was taught. “I 
needed to move around in order 
to be engaged,” she said. “My 
professors could have known 
the material really well, but they 
weren’t masters at teaching.” 

Mrs. Hart said she learned 
what not to do from these 
professors, and said that now 
that she is a teacher, she never 
lectures so that her students 
will have a better experience.

Unit one of Art History 
was “How to Look at Art”. All 
of the students in Mrs. Hart’s 

by Gwyneth McDonald ’16

‘Gone Girl’ leaves astonishment

Nick Dunne: “You ever 
heard the expression: The simplest 
answer is often the correct one?”

Amy Dunne: “Actually, 
I’ve never found that to be true.”

After seeing “Gone Girl,” I 
can honestly say that it is the most 
twisted movie I have ever watched.

Nick Dunne, played by Ben 
Affleck, wakes up the morning of 
his five-year anniversary to wife 
Amy and absentmindedly begins 
his morning routine. When he 
comes inside after bringing out 
the trash, his wife, Amy (played 
by Rosamund Pike) asks him 
to go somewhere to think about 
their marriage. Nick heads for 
a secluded beach, but, when 
he returns home, Amy is gone.

This movie is based on the 
novel, “Gone Girl,” by Gillian 
Flynn, and is the story of lost love 
and lost souls. Nick and Amy are 
both very manipulative characters 
who consistently hurt each other as 
they search for their own happiness.

This movie presents a 
common situation in which a 
man and women who once made 
a vow until death, and realize 

that they no longer want the 
same thing; except this movie 
takes it to the extreme. Amy and 
Nick’s past relationship is slowly 
revealed as the murder mystery 
slowly comes to a resolution.

Behind all the mystery, this 
film is also a wild and beautiful 
love story. It shows their first 
meeting and then develops their 
relationship as the two characters 
have vivid flashbacks to their past. 

OK, no spoilers but the 
plot is brilliant. This movie was 
suspenseful and captivating.                                           

Junior Mackenzie McDonald 
said it was very intense. “It was 
an incredibly compelling movie. 
While parts of it are not realistic, if 
you are the type of person who can 
just go along with it, it will be an 
enjoyable watch,” said Mackenzie. 
“However, if you are someone 
like me who is bothered when 
movies get a little whack, then you 
might find yourself sitting there 
with a growing sense of rage.”

I would watch this movie 
over and over again and never be 
bored. I don’t think I’ll ever fully 
comprehend it. It was surprising 
and confusing. The simplest 
answer was never the correct one. 

by Gwyneth McDonald ’16

class were new to Art History. 
Mrs. Hart gave them a guide for 
viewing art at the beginning of 
the unit that consisted of four 
words: form, function, content, 
context. For the first few weeks, 
the class applied this guide as they 
looked at contemporary work.

At the end of the unit, Mrs. 
Hart assigned a creative project to 
test the class’s ability to “look at art.” 

She asked her students to 
create a self-portrait of themselves. 
The assignment did not have to be 
a direct image of them; it could be 
abstract or could be a representa-
tion of the way they see the world. 
Mrs. Hart said that doing self-
portraits was the easiest project to 
do because the students know them-
selves better than anything else.

For this project, the students 
had to make sure that the form, 
function, content, and context 
was clear in their piece. The class 
did a written assignment as each 
student presented their piece. Mrs. 
Hart said that this project wasn’t 
about being a good artist. “It’s 
easy to be a viewer, but it is hard 

to be an artist and make careful 
decisions about the way you want 
the piece to be understood by the 
viewer,” said Mrs. Hart. “The goal 
was to know what the four words 
mean for each artist’s piece.”

Senior and Art History 
student Lydia Bailey said that 
she loved the project because of 
her love for making art. “I love 
the fact that we could do that in 
an Art History class,” said Lydia. 

“Normally art history is a 
lecture class and students take 
notes, but this one is more inter-
active.” Lydia said that the class 
came up with interpretations of 
her work that she had not come 
up with but that she really liked.

Mrs. Hart said that the self-
portraits brought to light a deeper 
meaning to who each student 
was. She said she loved that the 
students were able to learn about 
who their classmates are. “I did 
not intend for this to happen, but 
it brought the class together and 
now we all understand each other 
better,” she said. “The dynamic of 
the class is so much warmer now.”
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Did a black cat cross your 
path this Halloween? Probably not! 

When KO students dressed 
for Halloween this fall, they 
ditched the fluffy black ears, 
painted-on whiskers and long tails 
of days past, and donned a myriad 
of far more creative costumes.

Talk about a whole new ball 
game – four juniors traded vampire 
bats for baseball bats this year, 
dressing up as baseball players 
from the movie “the Sandlot.” 

Across campus, group 
costumes were popular this year. 
A group of sophomore girls 
arrived on campus with binocu-
lars in hand. Laura Polley, Manisha 
Satheesh and Amanda Civitello 
all came to school as tourists. 

Other costumes included five 
juniors who showed up as members 
of “The Breakfast Club,”inspired 
by the popular 1980s movie. A 
trio of seniors literally “Let It 
Go,” dressing up as characters of 
the hit Disney movie “Frozen.”

The DC and  Marve l 
comic universes clashed at 
KO as Wolverine, hair gelled, 
claws bared, and secretly sopho-
more Connor O’Loughlin, met 
Superman, who behind the mask 
was freshman Gabby Rusconi. 

Even a student dressed as 
young and innocent Red Riding 
Hood faced off the ‘trick’ part 
of Halloween as she skipped 
straight into Patrick Stump 
from Fall Out Boy, yellow-eyed 
demon band member by night and 
sophomore Nicole Galik by day.

There were certainly fewer 
black cats throughout the KO 
campus this past Halloween due 
to the creativity of the students 
this year, but will they return in 
large numbers next year? The KO 
student body will be haunted with 
ant-‘hissssss’-ipation! 

Dressing up wasn’t the only 
fun to be had. Along with costumes, 

KO students celebrate 
Halloween on campus
by Lauren Barnes ’16 
  and Vivian Goldstein ’17

a mini trick-or-treating event 
coupled with an advisee group 
pumpkin-carving contest was held. 
Each form would compete amongst 
itself for the best pumpkin!

Ms. McKee’s advisee 
won for the freshman with their 
creative Vineyard Vines whale. 
Asha’s sophomore group took 
the pumpkin-carving victory 
with a working gumball machine. 

The senior winning pumpkin 
took on a Star Wars theme with 
R2-Slamb2 created by Ms. Lamb’s 
advisee group. Their pumpkin 
wasn’t carved, but painted with 
cut out legs and real robot parts 
coupled with Legos. “It was nice 
because it was the last thing we did 

together before our advisee group 
split up,” says Emily. “I’m really 
proud of the way it came out.”

Even groups that didn’t win, 
like Mr. Millen’s, who created 
Mount Killaminpumpko, had a 
good time carving out their pumpkin 
and filling it with spray foam.

Sophomore Kayla Glemaud 
said that, even though they lost, 
it was a good time. “We put a lot 
of effort in but the other pump-
kins were pretty good so it’s OK.”

During advisee group 
on the day before Halloween, 
students were given the oppor-
tuni ty to  go door- to-door 
‘trick-or-treat’ on their floor.

Juniors dressed as “The Sandlot” characters. Photo by Hope 
Nemirow ‘16.

For students whose older 
siblings have gone to KO, unfair 
expectations become burdens as 
they try to blaze their own trail. 
Learning to escape the shadow 
of an older sibling’s legacy is an 
important part of adapting to KO. 

Many students who have had 
older siblings graduate from KO, 
or who are still at the school, agree 
that teachers and students often 
confuse them with their siblings. 

Being accidentally called 
a sibling’s name can lead to 
uncomfortable moments but the 
athletic and academic compar-
ison can be especially frustraing.

“Since my sister  and 
I are different people, we 
shouldn’t always have to do 
the same things,” said sopho-

Many KO clubs buy pizzas 
for evening meetings, but the 
restaurants where they procure 
their doughy delights are as 
varied as the clubs themselves. 

Some clubs purchase 
pizzas from cherished restaurants, 
following traditions handed down 
for years by club members, while 
other clubs are more promis-
cuous in their pizzerly passions.

English teacher and Forensic 
Union advisor Sarah Whalen said 
that she orders her three large sheet 
pizzas from Whitney Pizza on 
South Whitney Street in Hartford. 

“This was sort of a tradition 
that was handed down to me,” 
she said. “I have no idea why, 
but their pizzas are quite afford-
able and delicious.” The three 
cheese sheet pizzas are devoured 
by the 30 students who show up 
at the group’s weekly meetings. 

English teacher Heidi 
Hojnicki, who advises the Student 
Government Association, said 
that Whitney Pizza is afford-
able, delicious and perfect for her 
group’s after-school meetings. 

“The pizza delivery is 
also a big bonus,” she said. 
“Whitney always delivers, 
whereas other places, such 
as Parklane Pizza, do not.” 

Other groups, such as 
Oxfordians, prefer to play the field. 
“We like to mix it up,” said junior 

“If you moved around 
fast enough you got a decent 
amount of candy,” said Kayla.
Others like junior Briana Kirton 
were less fortunate. “They 
ran out of candy so I literally 
stopped at one door,” she said.

This may have had some-
thing to do with the fact that 
some advisee groups didn’t go 
out looking for candy, but instead 
eating the pile  meant for the trick-
or-treaters. As a new person would 
come along, many advisee groups 
were guilty of answering the door 
and saying there was no candy left 
as its members clearly ate from the 
bag of candy in the background.

Of course, this wasn’t the 

only flaw. “There’s only one 
advisee group on my floor!” 
noted one sophomore who 
disregarded the floor-only rule. 

Although Halloween this 
year wasn’t perfect, a majority 
of students had a good time 
dressing up, carving pumpkins, 
and getting extra free candy.

“Halloween is something 
that student government always 
makes an effort to make fun,” 
said Emily. “As high schoolers, 
we’re past the age where it’s really 
socially acceptable for us to go out 
and trick or treat. But KO makes it 
so we can still embrace our inner 
little kid and enjoy the holidays.”

member Lauren Barnes. “The 
Tuesday night pizza can vary from 
places such as Luna Pizza to Big Y.” 

The other difference between 
Oxfordians and other clubs is 
their rotating dinner schedule. 

Rather than the faculty 
advisor purchase the food and 
drinks, they rotate this respon-
sibility among the group’s 
members, which accounts, no 
doubt, for their pizza infidelity.  

The KO News has a long 
history with Jimmie’s Pizza 
on Farmington Ave, a tradi-
tion for the news editors’ plan-
ning meetings the first Monday 
of every month since the 1990s. 

KO News faculty advisor 
Rob Kyff remembers in the 
early 2000s when he decided to 
switch things up for the editors 
and boldly go south rather 
than north, when he switched 
to Barb’s Pizza on Park Rd. 

He recalls savoring the 
spicier, tasteful pizza from Barb’s 
for the seven years they were in 
business, before switching back 
to Jimmie’s when Barb’s closed. 

His order sti l l  hasn’t 
changed, staying with the basics. 
Mr. Kyff orders five large cheese 
pizzas and four different bottles 
of soda for his editors, and if there 
are leftovers, as there often are, he 
delivers them to the nearby home 
of history teacher Andy Carr 
and math teacher Scott Rodilitz, 
who quickly gobble them up. 

Pizza: the cheesy, 
the greasy, the tasty
by Kathryn Adams ’16

T h e  Wy v e r n  N a t i o n 
Spirit Association has broken 
barriers so far this year and 
has brought spirit, energy, and 
excitement to the KO campus.

Seniors Nick Bridges and 
Sam Kelly, the leaders of the 
WNSA, have been raising the 
enthusiasm levels needed from 
fans to lead KO sports teams to 
victory. Nick and Sam say they are 
willing to do anything to benefit 
KO spirit, but they see it is up to the 
fans and their willingness to cheer 
on classmates to have a great time.

Connected greatly with 
social media, the two seniors 
created twitter (@wnsa2014) and 
snapchat (wyvernnation) accounts, 
informing the community of what 
is going on in the upcoming weeks. 

On top of now being 
informed of athletic events, the 
KO community is able to show 
up to the games in their matching 
Wyvern nation T-shirts Sam and 
Nick created and ordered for fans.

With so much to look forward 
to in attending games on Wednes-
days and weekends this year many 
students are seeing our commu-
nity merging together as a whole 
and increasing its wyvern pride.  

“I have noticed a lot 
more people getting rowdy 

and finding different ways 
to raise spirit,” said Nick . 

With new ideas brewing 
and student suggestions, the 
remainder of this year will 
certainly be one to remember. 

Some possible ideas from 
the minds of WNSA leaders 
include an addition of a pep band at 
some games, and a variety of new 
cheers to get people psyched! Fan 
buses might even make an appear-
ance to away games, encour-
aging large crowds to pile in.

So far this year, many agree 
that one of the biggest successes 
was the Hamden Hall football 
game. On top of winning the 
great battle, KO had a ton of 
fans go along, cheering on the 
team, encouraging the players. 

The WNSA, raising spirit 
and creating fun atmospheres 
for everyone, especially this 
year is off to an amazing start. 

Students new and old 
feel said they feel welcomed 
in by all of the enthusiasm our 
school brings and spirit we 
have for athletic department.

“We want everyone to feel 
like they belong to the school 
community and everyone should 
feel free to come out to the games 
and show some support for 
our teams Wear your #wyvern-
nation T-shirts!” said Sam.

WNSA makes
spirited comeback 
by Isabel Kaufman ’17

more Noah Stanton, whose 
sister Allie graduated last spring. 

Just because her older 
sister was a part of a certain 
activity, she doesn’t feel she 
should be obligated to join. 

The same holds true in 
academic concerns. Noah said that 
because Allie goes to MIT, people 
expect her to love and excel in 
math and science, but she is more 
interested in different subjects.

Senior Julianne DeAnge-
lo’s sister Marianne graduated in 
2009. “One teacher called me by 
my sister’s name for two years,” 
shared Julianne despite the fact that 
they are different in several ways. 
“We’re interested in different 
subjects and have different 
values when it comes to our high 
school experience,” she said. 

Some younger siblings aren’t 

too bothered by any mix-ups; they 
said they tend to find them amusing. 

Senior Katie Smith  shares 
this experience. Her brother, 
Kenny Smith ’11, was involved in 
a variety of activities. “He did a lot 
of crazy stuff on campus,” she said. 

Some of these highlights 
include Kenny Smith dollars for 
his treasurer campaign, Kenny 
Smith T-shirts for a Mr. King-
swood pageant, and being part 
of the robotics and ski team. 

Freshman Neil Hemnani is 
encountering sibling comparison 
for the first time since he has 
started attending the same school 
his brother, Romil Hemnani ’13, 
graduated from. “People have 
come up to me and told me I 
look like him. I don’t really see 
it myself,” he said. “They have 
also asked me if I’m like him.”

Living in Siblings’ Shadows
by Isabel Kaufman ’17
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In the 1970s, every brisk 
winter  morning started at 
4:30 sharp, when Kingswood 
School’s boys hockey coaches, 
Dick Dale and Robert Googins, 
personally drove up to each 
of their players’ homes before 
dawn to pick them up for the 
team’s practice in Bolton, Conn. 

One early morning, a player 
wasn’t coming out of his house, 
so Coach Dale climbed up the 
trellis outside of what he thought 
was his player’s room, and 
began pounding on the window. 

Little did he know, that he was 
at the wrong house. He found that 
out after the police arrived, called 
by the frightened homeowner. 

Like a milkman, Mr. Dale 
made his dedicated rounds every 
morning before sunrise, picking 
up his players and driving to rinks 
as far away as South Windsor and 
Bolton in order to find ice time 
on rinks throughout Connect-
icut for his team to practice. 

These early mornings were 
the continuation of a tradition that 
started at Kingswood School when 
the school officially launched an 
interscholastic hockey program 
during the winter of 1929-30. 
According to “Kingswood – Fifty 
Years (1916–1966)”, a history of 
the school by Kingswood grad-
uate and math teacher Melanc-
thon Jacobus, the hockey team 
first played on flooded tennis 
courts and later on a make-

shift boarded rink with its water 
pumped in from Trout Brook.

Though interscholastic 
hockey at Kingswood died out 
during World War II, a revived 
interest in hockey led to the 
creation of the Kingswood 
Hockey Club during the 1960s. 

The club rented one hour 
of time each day at the Avon 
Old Farms School rink, which 
was open to any students or 
faculty who paid the $2 entrance 

KO hockey through the ages
by Kathryn Adams ’16

Just your average comet landing
Humanity achieved some-

thing completely unprecedented 
on Nov. 12.  For the first time ever, 
we landed a spacecraft on a comet.  
The European Space Agency 
lander Philae that accompanied 
the Rosetta spacecraft to the comet 
is about the size of a washing 
machine, and took more than ten 
years to arrive at its destination. 

The comet, named 67P/
Churyumov-Gerasimenko, is two 
and a half miles wide and has a 
mass of about ten trillion kilograms. 

It moves at a maximum 
speed of 84,000 miles per hour.  
When the Rosetta space craft 
met the comet, it was more than 
418 million miles from the sun.  
Its closest distance from the 
sun is about 115 million miles.  

Amazingly, Rosetta was 
launched more than 10 years 
ago.  It has traveled more than 3.9 
billion miles total.  This was not 
possible by only burning rocket 
fuel, and the space craft needed 
to do use the gravity of other 
planets to slingshot it into position. 

The destination of the craft  
(the comet) is so far away that 
commands sent to it from Earth 
take more than 30 seconds to arrive.  
Because of this, the landing of the 
Philae lander had to be automated. 

The lander is equipped with 
several tools to stay attached to 
the surface of the comet while it 

Students feel right ‘at 
home’ in second language

While all KO students 
learn a foreign language, some 
students became fluent in foreign 
languages long before by speaking 
another language at home.

Often, multilingual parents 
will use two lanuages when 
teaching their child how to speak, 
since it’s easier to learn another 
language from birth than at any 
other time in life. Furthermore, 
speaking a foreign language 
gives people appreciation for and 
understanding of another culture. 

Junior Omar Hashmi is 
someone who grew up in a bilin-
gual household, simultaneously 
learning English and Urdu, which 
is the official language of Pakistan, 
and widely used in parts of India. 

“We grew up hearing it 
around us,” he said. He and Saif 
learned Urdu while going to 
English-speaking schools. Omar’s 
brother Saif, also a junior, added, 
“Our parents speak Urdu 90 percent 
of the time, so we had to know it.”

It seems most bilingual 
students learned their second 
language because of and through 
spending time with family. Sopho-
more Laura Polley’s mother taught 
her Spanish so she could commu-
nicate with her side of the family, 
which is from Columbia. Senior 
Mike Scappaticci also learned 

fee and had a stick and skates. 
More than 70 people attended 

these practices, including girls and 
teachers from Oxford School. 

Because of the large number 
of participants, the Kingwood 
Hockey Club arranged scrimmages 
with Avon Old Farms, Westminster, 
Renbrook and Loomis Chaffee. 

These matches gradually 
evolved into full-blown inter-
scholastic competition, but, at 

first, the Kingswood team was not 
as successful as they hoped they 
would be. As Mr. Googins wrote in 
a reflection on those times, “Their 
first formal hockey game against 
the Avon Junior Varsity a 15-3 
roasting that even the cold natural 
conditions did not assuage. But as 
their season continued, he noted, 
they saw enormous improvements 
and defeated a strong Loomis team. 

The enthusiasm and involve-
ment in the Hockey Club led an 

official hockey team being added 
to the athletic department in 
1972, coached by Mr. Googins 
and math teacher Stew Lindsay.

By the team’s second year in 
operation, they had established a 
schedule with 12 games, and had 
notched victories over skilled rival 
teams including Loomis Chaffee 
and Williston. They played a diffi-
cult schedule, with opponents such 
as Glastonbury, Suffield Academy 

and the Avon Old Farms JV squad. 
An article in the KO News, 

written by Mr. Googins in 1974 
reported, “Against those who 
predicted that it would take four 
or five years to build a hockey 
team, Kingswood seems to 
have built it ahead of pace.”

The team expanded quickly, 
with enough spots in just a few 
years to have both a varsity 
and junior varsity and eighth- 
and ninth-grade boys teams. 

This  thr iving hockey 
program got a big boost on 
February 25, 1980, when the 
Brayton Rink officially opened 
on campus. Even though the 
KO team lost to Pomfret 10-1 
that day, their first day on home 
ice marked the start of a new 
era for the hockey players, who 
no longer had to awake before  
dawn to get time on the ice. 

The new rink also trig-
gered the creation of a girls 
team, coached by math teacher 
Liza Waters and current history 
teacher Scott Dunbar, who 
rotated between the teams. 

By 1985, the girls team had 
achieved a dominating season, 
but fell short in an intense over-
time New England Champion-
ship game that year. But, in 1989, 
they won their first and only 
Founders League Champion-
ship, Mr. Dunbar remembered.

Just two years later, current 
creative arts teacher and Assistant 
Boys Varsity Hockey Coach Greg 
Scranton was playing on the KO 

boys varsity team under coach 
A.J O’Brien, a math teacher. 
The team played an indepen-
dent league schedule but also 
competed against strong Founders 
League teams including Loomis 
Chafee, Westminster, Trinity 
Pawling, Gunnery and Salisbury. 

Mr. Scranton said that one of 
his favorite memories came during 
his senior year when the team trav-
eled across the northern border to 
Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada 
to play in a high school tournament. 

“It was a great experi-
ence,” he said, “because we all 
stayed with families in the area 
and Moncton is known for being a 
lobster-fishing town, and so it was 
very different than most of the 
places we grew up.  A few fami-
lies didn’t have indoor plumbing 
and had only limited electricity!” 

Other memorable moments 
for him came in 1992, when his 
team beat Loomis Chaffee, and 
in 1994, when they beat Salis-
bury, two powerhouses. He ended 
his career with 80 points and a 
designation as a New England 
Prep School Ice Hockey Asso-
ciation Senior Allstar. He went 
on to play Division III ECAC 
hockey at Villanova University.  

The Kingswood Oxford 
Varsity hockey programs have sent 
and continue to send many of its 
athletes, both boys and girls, to play 
hockey at the college level, and has 
been extremely successful over the 
past 85 years of icy escapades.

Spanish to communicate with rela-
tives, specifically his grandmother, 
who doesn’t speak any English.

Both Mike and Laura 
take classes in the language 
they’ve already learned at home. 

“I enjoy the speaking parts of 
class,” said Laura, who is currently 
a student in Spanish, “and I am 
pretty good with vocabulary, but 
I have a hard time with grammar. 
It’s like if someone asked you to do 
a bunch of complicated grammar 
work with the English language, 
you’d have no idea, right? It’s the 
stuff that you don’t think about 
when you speak the language, and 
it honestly doesn’t matter as long 
as whoever you’re communicating 
with in real life gets your point.”

Mike, however, said he 
enjoys taking Spanish at school. 
“I think that taking it at school 
has helped me a lot, since I’ve 
gotten a lot better since I started 
taking classes in sixth grade.”

While senior Denizhan 
Kara, who speaks Turkish at home, 
doesn’t already know the language 
he’s learning at school, he believes 
that being bilingual helps him. “I’m 
taking Spanish, and the Turkish 
alphabet and the way the letters 
sounds is very similar to Spanish, 
so it definitely helps with my 
pronunciation and accent,” he said.

conducts its experiments.  Most 
notably, there is a harpoon that was 
designed to be fired into the surface 
of the comet to attach the two.  

However, this system failed 
to deploy, and the lander bounced 
one kilometer back into space 
after hitting the comet initially.  
It rested on the surface, only 
after bouncing a second time.  

Currently, the lander is in a 
dark spot on the comet and does 
not receive enough sunlight to 
recharge its batteries, but future 
positions of the comet in relation 
to the sun could change that.  For 
now, Philae is out of batteries. 

The lander was equipped 
with ten instruments for taking 
readings about the surface of the 

comet.  There are tools to study 
the elemental composition of 
the comet, take high resolution 
images, take soil samples from 
the surface, study the comet’s 
magnetic field and the effects 
solar wind has on it, and more.  

The amount of informa-
tion the European Space Agency 
was able to collect will be able to 
provide information about how 
our solar system was formed, 
and whether or not it is possible 
that some of the water on Earth 
could have come from comets.

The Rosetta mission is an 
amazing accomplishment for 
humanity that will let us under-
stand more about the universe we 
live in and where we came from.

The U.S.’ own space 
agency, NASA, has lots of its own 
missions planned for the future, 
including sending space craft to 
the fringe of the solar system to 
study distant objects like Pluto and 
Saturn. President Obama has stated 
that we are committed to getting 
a human to Mars by the 2030s. 

In addition, there are plans 
to put a new telescope in orbit to 
help search for distant planets. 
Among all of this, private space 
industries are getting their first 
chance at exploring the solar 
system. Companies like SpaceX 
are providing new innovation to 
use exploring the solar system, and 
will be important in the future.  It is 
truly an amazing time to be alive. 

by Dylan Borruso ’15

by Kate Betts ’16

The Rosetta spacecraft. Photo from 
Google Images

Continued on page 2

This grainy photo shows the first hockey rink at Kingswood School, made by 
flooding the south end of the present-day turf field. Photo from KO Archives.
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 “When I was little, bedtime 
was the worst,” said junior Jacob 
Hallenbeck.  “Now all I want to do 
is go to sleep at night.  But I can’t.” 

Jacob is not alone in his 
struggle to get to bed at a reason-
able hour. In fact, all across 
campus, KO students report 
late nights, sometimes even all-
nighters, as a result of the rigorous 
demands of a KO education.

“Let me be clear,” said 
junior Kathryn Adams.  “I know 
how lucky I am to go to such 
a great school. But between 
sports, academics, and my other 
commitments, sometimes it’s 
ridiculous. I can’t do it all and 
still get enough sleep to function.”

And it’s not just juniors who 
are feeling the strain.  Sophomore 
Grace Amell says she only gets 
about four hours of sleep a night.  

“The amount of homework 
that we get nightly just piles up, 
and there’s not enough time in the 
day with seven hours of school 
and three hours of sports to come 
home and do at least four hours of 
homework and still fit in a healthy 
night of sleep,” she explained.

Sophomore Emma Fisher 
agreed, saying her lack of 

No rest for the 
weary Wyvern

sleep affects her performance 
in school.  “I fall asleep in 
classes, I can’t pay attention; 
it’s harder to get work done.”

What’s worse, explains 
sophomore Laura Polley, sleep 
deprivation is a vicious cycle.  

“You don’t get enough 
sleep, so then you don’t get 
your homework done effi-
ciently, so then you can’t get to 
sleep until late at night, and the 
cycle goes on and on,” she said.

So how can we break the 
cycle? “I think it’s extremely 
impor tan t  tha t  someth ing 
be done about this ,” said 
junior Gwyneth McDonald. 

“It’s a real issue.  Kids are 
struggling.  It’s just not healthy.  
This is a time in our lives when 
sleep is most important, and 
yet we get the least because of 
all the demands on our time.  I 
say there be limits to how much 
homework can be given a night.”

Whi le  i t ’s  unce r t a in 
whether teachers will take this 
suggestion to heart, junior Matt 
Goldman points out that it would 
be in their best interest to do so.  

“The more sleep kids 
get, the more cooperative and 
happy they will be,” he said.

by Mackenzie McDonald ’16

When new English teacher 
and Forensic Union coach Sarah 
Whalen came to KO from an all-
girls school in New Jersey, she was 
anticipating that campus culture at 
a coed school would be different. 

What she was not expecting 
was just how deeply ingrained 
societal gender roles would 
be in KO culture. From casual 
everyday conversations filled 
with misconceptions and gender-
based bias to the archaic under-
lying ideologies of a school once 
divided completely by gender, 
she and many female students 
and faculty members believe 
that KO has a long way to go.

Ms. Whalen explained that 
she first began to really notice 
the differences between male and 
female students when the school 
gathered for morning assemblies. 

Male students who head 
up to the microphone to make 
announcements are in large part 
confident, loud, and comfortable 
with cracking jokes and getting 
people excited, Ms. Whalen noted. 

“Then girls go up, and 
they speak quietly, and apologize 
for bothering people,” she said. 

At the Hewett Day pep rally, 
this difference became even more 
obvious to her. “I saw no funny 
videos made by girls, no girls 
running the show, and I know girls 
are funny, and have the capacity to 
run the show. So why aren’t they?”

This dichotomy may be a 
result of the coed atmosphere.  
With both genders present on 

campus, KO students conform 
to traditional gender roles as a 
means of differentiating them-
selves. Ms. Whalen said this is 
not the case at an all-girls school, 
where, she said, “the girls are bril-
liant, and so they’re outspoken 
and loud. They’re not afraid. I 
came here, and the girls are bril-
liant, but…there’s this apologetic 
kind of crumbling that I see.”

Why are many girls afraid 
to speak up? Traditional societal 
structure dictates that females 
need male approval, and so, 
when males are present, females 
may automatically feel the 
need to act based on what they 
think will garner male approval. 

“I think what happens to 
a lot of girls, myself included 
when I was in high school,” Ms. 
Whalen said, “is that we dictate 
our actions based on how boys will 
perceive us. No one would ever say 
that, that ‘I’m afraid to speak up 
because I’m afraid of being judged 
by or am vying for the approval 
of the boys in this class,’ but it’s 
just this sort of pervasive struc-
ture that, even in our little bubble 
of KO, pervades our culture.” 

If many girls, consciously or 
subconsciously, feel the need to act 
a certain way in order to be accepted 
by or receive a certain judgment 
from boys, boys will undoubtedly 
pick up on this phenomenon and 
act accordingly, embracing typical 
male gender roles more firmly and 
shifting their treatment of girls. 

This is something Ms. 
Whalen is curious to learn more 
about. “There are double standards 

for boys, too,” she said. “Teachers 
excuse boys for acting out, because 
‘boys will be boys.’ So then boys 
start acting like boys.” By giving 
boys excuses, and encouraging 
them to embrace stereotypes, 
she said, “they’re trying to live 
up to something they may not 
necessarily want for themselves.”

The bottom line is that one’s 
gender should not dictate or excuse 
one’s behavior. Especially at a 
place like KO, where all students 
are encouraged to thrive as much 
as possible, these double standards 
and expectations should be tran-
scended, and every member of the 
student body should feel strong, 
independent, and empowered.

To this end, Ms. Whalen and 
a few female students have started 
a group called Orange is the New 
Gray. The name comes from the 
popular show “Orange is the New 
Black,” which has a mainly female 
cast, and the fact that Oxford 
School’s colors were orange and 
gray.  “We’re just starting to talk 
about these double standards, and 
what girls can do to empower 
themselves to not let boys dictate 
how they act,” she said. Ms. 
Whalen said her goal is to get 
girls to “roll their eyes” when boys 
act like they should have power 
over girls’ choices and actions. 

“That depletes the power 
of the boys, and it’s gaining our 
own power, our own voices, 
and not letting those things 
bother us.  That  would be 
one of my dreams,” she said.

If the desired equality of the 
sexes that this “female-empower-

ment club” seeks sounds similar 
to feminism, you’re not wrong. 

But feminism is a tricky 
subject, as the movement has been 
riddled with misunderstanding 
and hatred from those who don’t 
understand what it’s all about. 

As popular culture has 
recently started to embrace the 
“girl power” movement, and a 
few popular stars have even started 
declaring themselves feminists, 
misconceptions about what femi-
nism means are starting to dissi-
pate, but they’re not gone yet. 

“I think the word feminist 
has become really dirty, so when 
I talk about Orange Is The New 
Gray to students or other teachers, 
I call it a female empowerment 
club, as opposed to a feminist 
club, to avoid that reaction,” 
said Ms. Whalen. “Even my own 
mother said ‘I heard you started a 
man-hating club at your school!’”

While it is important that 
people begin to understand that 
feminism is not about hating men 
or wanting women to have abso-
lute power but rather evening out 
gender roles in our society. “I think 
regardless of what you call it…
we’re all hoping for the same thing, 
which is that girls feel good about 
themselves,” Ms. Whalen said.

“I think all of this comes 
down to empowerment: girls 
knowing that they deserve 
the world, and deserve better. 
If somebody says something 
stupid, it’s terrible for them that 
they’re not seeing how great 
they are. Knowing that, that 
would be my hope for girls.”

Gender roles rule at KO
by Kate Betts ’16

With the holidays right 
around the corner, winter trends 
make up a huge majority of 
people’s wish lists this season.

One of the biggest trends for 
this festive season is sparkles. You 
might be saying, “Are you kidding? 
The last time I wore sparkles was 
fifth grade!”  But there can be a very 
sophisticated charm about sparkly 
clothing, when done correctly.

Another trend from our 
childhoods that is making a come-
back is velvet. Velvet clothing 
can have a very formal look to it 
that is great for holiday events.

When you attend a holiday 
party with friends and family, 
you don’t expect to see people 
in drab, boring clothes: it’s the 
holidays, for crying out loud! At 
a time when there is no work, 
school, or obligations, just holiday 
cheer, you would expect to see 
people in bright, fun clothing to 
match the bright, fun atmosphere.

The holidays are happy, and 
your attire should be too. Feel free 
to embrace holiday color schemes, 
like mixing gold and silver with 
bright reds. You could also wear 
a neutral color, like white, with 

a bright red lip, which is very 
trendy right now. The possi-
bilities for making your holiday 
more glamorous are endless.

As the weather is also getting 
colder, scarves are very popular 
ways to spice up an outfit while 
keeping you warm. Scarves come 
in all different shapes, sizes, and 
colors, and they are really versatile. 

Mid-length formal jackets 
are also very in right now. These 
jackets allow an outfit to look 
formal without much effort 
at all. You could be wearing 
jeans and a T-shirt under-
neath and still look fabulous.

Pair those two great styles 
together with some sparkly or 
velvet leggings and you are all 
set to take on the holidays while 
staying warm and looking great!

In Style with Aly:

’Tis the season 
to be fashionable
by Aly Brown ’15

Sparkles are “in” this season.  Photo 
courtesy of Google Images.

  KO PLAYLIST

by Claire Halloran ’15

Electronica

Don’t Speak - The M 
Machine

Middle Eastern Jungle - 
Dan Farber

Bandz - Big Makk

Time = Money (Prod. 
EthiniKids & Shackles) - 
Will Brennan

Grvpe & L£mon - 
AV’Allure

United We Dance - Vice-
tone

Human - AQUILO

Glide - Melvv 

Coloring - Kevin Garrett 

Mosaic - KOAN Sound x 
Culprate x Asa x Sorrow

All songs on our Elec-
tronica playlist can be 
found on our Sound-
cloud:
https://soundcloud.com/
ko-news/sets/november-
mix

Analogue

White Rabbit – Jefferson 
Airplane

The Wind Cries Mary – 
Jimi Hendrix

Behind Blue Eyes – The 
Who

House of the Rising Sun 
– The Animals

Baby Finger – Badfinger

Sweet Jane – The Velvet 
Underground 

Tangerine – Led Zeppelin

Heartfull of Soul – The 
Yardbirds

Time Has Come Today 
(Extended Version) – The 
Chambers Brothers

All songs on our 
Analogue playlist can be 
found on Spotify
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Students enjoy Form fun nights
by Grace Amell ’17

On Halloween night, Friday, 
Oct. 31, freshmen and sopho-
mores glided across the ice in 
the Brayton Rink while seniors 
frolicked at a bounce house party.

The skating party for 
freshmen and sophomores included 
ice skating with pizza, hot choco-
late, cider, desserts, and music. 

The bounce house party 
featured a large inflatable bounce 
house and slide in Soby Gym, 
as well as pizza and desserts.  

Form 3 Dean Will Gilyard 
and Form 4 Dean Kata Baker 
organized the skating party, while 
Form 6 Dean Ron Garcia orga-
nized the bounce house event.

The deans said their goal for 
the events was to have a fun way to 
unwind on a Friday evening. “We 
have always thought about trying 
to create events that combine 
different forms so we can build 
a sense of community,” said Mr. 
Gilyard. “That was the goal behind 
it, just to have fun and hang out”. 

M r s .  B a k e r  a g r e e d , 
adding that they were hoping to 
have a large turnout from both 
freshmen and sophomores. “Our 
goal was to have as many kids 
as possible from Forms 3 and 

4 come and relax as a class.”
Mr. Garcia had the same 

goal for the Form Six night. “I 
just wanted to give the seniors 
an activity to do together 
after sports on Friday after a 
long week, and to give them 
reason to socialize,” he said. 

According to Mrs. Baker and 
Mr. Gilyard, most people at the ice 
skating event spent their time on the 
ice. “The majority of kids were on 
the ice the entire time,” Mrs. Baker 
said. “Many people didn’t even 
realize that the pizza had arrived!”

Many kids did not skate 
while they were on the ice. 
“Sometimes kids walked or sat 
on chairs,” said Mr. Gilyard. 

Mrs. Baker agreed, adding 
that not everyone knew how to 
skate before they came. “There 
were a bunch of hockey players 
and previous figure skaters,” 
she said, “but a lot of kids just 
slid around on their shoes.” 

Sophomore Ryan Alba-
nesi said he enjoyed the skating 
part of the event. “It was fun 
because most of the people were 
skating the entire time,” he said.

At the bounce house party, 
Mr. Garcia said that the seniors 
spent their time the opposite 
way. “The kids spent about 30 

minutes on the [inflatable] moun-
tain, but after that they spent most 
of their time eating,” he said.

About 40 kids attended the 
ice skating party, with only two 
freshmen and about 35 sopho-
mores.  Around 65 seniors attended 
the bounce house party. Mr. 
Garcia said that he was surprised 
with how many seniors attended. 
“Sixty-five kids were more than 
we were hoping for!” he said. 

Mr. Gilyard said that 
while he is happy with the 
overall attendance of students, 
he wishes that more freshmen 
had shown up, saying that he 
could have done a better job 

announcing the event to the class.
One factor that could have 

contributed to the low attendance 
at the ice skating party was the 
fact that it fell on Halloween. 
“We didn’t choose to hold it on 
Halloween,” said Mr. Gilyard. “We 
always do it on the last Friday in 
October, and it fell on Halloween 
this year. We couldn’t move it.”

Mrs. Baker added that 
although the date was an incon-
venience, they worked around it. 
“Originally the kids were bummed 
that it was on Halloween,” she 
said, “but I said to them, come 
get some pizza and hang out 
before your Halloween parties, 

and I think that’s what they did.” 
Sophomore Amanda Civi-

tello said she didn’t mind that 
the party fell on Halloween. 
“It was a lot of fun,” she said. 
“It was a great way to spend 
Halloween with my friends.”

Sophomore Kayla Glemaud 
agreed. “It was a fantastic time,” she 
said. “There wasn’t an enormous 
turnout, but you could see others 
helping each other up, and we all 
learned how to skate together!”

Ryan said that he thought 
it was better that the party fell 
on Halloween. “The mood 
was celebratory because of the 
holiday, which made it more fun.”

According to Mrs. Baker, 
Mr. Gilyard and Mr. Garcia, 
both events were successful. 
“I’m very happy with the way it 
turned out,” said Mr. Garcia. “It’s 
great when the school can offer 
activities after sports on Fridays.”

Mrs. Baker added that it 
was a convenient event to put 
on. “It’s easy for us to do,” she 
said. “We just had to get some 
pizza and open up the rink, so 
it definitely was successful.”

Kayla agreed,  saying 
that for her, the form night was 
successful. “If we have another 
form night, I’m all in!” she said. 

 

Speaker cites dangers of technology
by Lina Volin ’15

At an assembly on Friday, 
Oct. 24, Dr. Catherine Steiner-
Adair, a clinical psychologist at 
Harvard medical school, intro-
duced the newest research on 
social interactions on the digital 
age. In a national study span-
ning several years and including 
hundreds of students, teachers, 
and parents, Dr. Steiner-Adair 
sought to answer this question: 
What is it like to grow up now?

In her speech, Dr. Steiner-
Adair shared her findings on our 
relationship with technology. 
She described the relationship as 

paradoxical; technology connects 
us more than ever yet we are 
losing touch in essential ways.

She gave several examples 
of the ways in which technology 
supports this paradox. “We’re 
psychologically dependent on our 
phones,” she said. She went on to 
describe various behavior asso-
ciated with someone’s relation-
ship with his or her phone, such 
as phantom ring syndrome and 
the practice of bringing a phone 
into the bathroom. “Phones create 
dependency on the external world 
and other people that disconnects 
you from your better self,” she said.

Dr. Steiner-Adair also 

tackled the issue of texting. “We 
are the generation with the most 
communications and the most 
misunderstandings,” she said, a 
statement referring to the revo-
lutionary texting conversation.

Neurologically, a person’s 
brain does not think before he or 
she texts because texting does not 
allow a filter before immediate 
response. Thus, things that might 
have been left unsaid during a 
face-to-face or phone conver-
sation appear in text messages.

Behaviorally, much of 
texting’s power comes from the 
absence of the correspondents’ 
physical interaction. “The disin-

hibiting factor is the screen itself 
and the perception of anonymity, 
she said. “You don’t see the 
impact of your words on other 
people.” In effect, she said this 
makes people bolder to be mean.

She also spoke about the 
values present on the Internet, 
which are entirely different from 
those at home or at school. She 
said values on the Internet are 
very much centered on social 
capital, or the increased sense 
of social power that comes 
with  publ ic ly  humil ia t ing 
someone. It feeds into the online 
mantra: “it’s cool to be cruel.”

She noted that these new 

Freshman and sophomores students enjoy the skating party at the hockey rink.
Photo by Claire Halloran ’15

values often have a negative 
effect on young people’s mental 
health. Teenagers she studied 
said they go online to “de-stress.” 
She found that after a certain 
point online, the average teen-
ager starts to draw comparisons 
between himself and his friends, 
creating the fear of missing out.

Dr. Steiner-Adair finished 
with a recommendation; Start 
cultivating those interpersonal, 
social skills. “Employers are 
looking for people who can talk 
and who have the self-control 
not the check their phone,” she 
said. The ability to talk is signifi-
cant across all fields, she said.

by Neil Hemnani ’18

Trivia Night, a contest 
amongst teams of students, will 
take place in the caf at 6:30 
p.m., Friday, Nov. 21. This is 
the second year of competition 
between teams of KO students 
and teams from other local schools.

The event was created 
by two junior brothers, Austin 
and Andrew Lemkuil, to raise 
money for the Connecticut 
Brain Tumor Alliance. (CBTA)

Austin and Andrew said 
they were inspired to organize 
a Trivia Night at KO by their 
mother, who had a brain tumor 
when they were in third grade. 

The brothers got the idea 

of raising money with a trivia 
night from their grandmother, 
who held an adult trivia night 
to raise money for the CBTA.

Austin said trivia night is a 
great way of raising money. “I think 
a lot of kids like trivia,” he said. 
“People had a lot of fun last year.”

Teams will have to make a 
contribution to join the compe-
tition, and then then half of 
the money will go toward cash 
prizes for the teams and the other 
half will be sent to the CBTA.

Austin and Andrew said 
that they were able to create the 
event last year with the help of 
the Jamie Garfield scholarship, 
a scholarship in honor of Jamie 
Garfield ’00, who passed away in 

2006. They ended up winning the 
money from the scholarship and 
put it towards last year’s Trivia 
Night, which was a big success

T h e y  d i d n ’ t  r e c e i v e 
a scholarship this year, but 
the brothers are confident 
about this year’s trivia night.

In fact, A.C. Petersen, Naples 
Pizza, and California Pizza kitchen 
will all provide food for the night. 

Assistance has also been  
provided by history teacher David 
Baker, history teacher Jim Weeks, 
along with the parents and grand-
parents of the Lemkuil brothers.

Austin and Andrew are 
expecting a bigger turnout this 
year and even more money, 
citing their goal to raise greater 

funds with each preceding year.
The competition itself 

will consist of five rounds, just 
like last year’s format. “Last 
year was really successful,” said 
Andrew Lemkuil, “so we’re 
going to keep it the same.”

Junior Nye Deskus added 
that he enjoyed Trivia Night 

last year. “I went last year and 
I had a great time,” he said.

Austin and Andrew have also 
been promoting the night through 
announcements during assemblies, 
flyers, and the West Hartford Press. 

Students will be coming 
from KO, Conard High School, 
Hall High School, Northwest 
Catholic High School, and Sims-
bury High School to participate 
and compete in the trivia night.

Teams will be put to the test 
with trivia questions including 
a wide variety of topics, ranging 
from historical events, to  sports, 
to television shows and movies. 

At the end of the night, 
the top scoring teams will 
be  awarded  cash  p r i zes .

“Last year was 
really successful, 
so we’re going to 
keep it the same.”

– Andrew Lemkuil

School to host ‘Trivia Night’ Friday;
proceeds will fight brain tumors
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‘Grade inflation’ over time at KO: 
separating fact from fiction 
by Benjamin Waldman ’16

Recently, every student 
at KO read his or her midse-
mester grades and comments 
during advisee group. If the same 
students had read their report 
cards 20 years ago, they might 
well have seen lower grades. 

So-called “grade inflation” 
has been debated at the collegiate 
level in recent years. For example, 
a December, 2013, exposé in the 
Harvard Crimson reported that 
the median grade awarded at the 
university was an A-, while the 
most common mark was an A. 

The paper reported the 
following response from Harvard 
professor Harvey C. Mansfield: “It 
represents a failure on the part of 
this faculty and its leadership to 
maintain our academic standards.”

Has there been grade 
inflation at KO? And does it, as 
Professor Mansfield suggests, 
signal a decline in academic rigor? 
The answers to these questions, 
according to KO veteran faculty and 
the administration, are not so clear.

Documents obtained by the 
KO News display juniors’ grades 
across numerous subjects from the 
class of 1990 to the class of 2015. 

They show a significant 
increase in the modal grade for 
the same subject. For example, 
the most common grade in English 
5 for the 1990 class was a B-/B; 
for 2005 students, it was a B+/A-. 

For junior year Spanish, 
B- was the most common 1990 
grade, while it was an A- in 
2005 and unreported for 2015.  

Additionally, a C+ or 
lower was a common grade 
in 1990; for example, they 
accounted for 51 percent of U.S. 
history grades as opposed to 15 
percent for the Class of 2005. 

More comprehensive data is 
available from the College Advising 
Office as part of a annual school 
profile sent to colleges to give an 
overview of KO academic life.

It is clear that grades have 
risen over the years, but it that due 
to a conscious effort by teachers, by 
students simply doing better in their 
courses, courses becoming easier, 
or a combination of these factors? 

History and journalism 
teacher Rob Kyff, who was been 
a teacher at KO since 1977 and 
whose original gradebook is 
pictured above, says that he was 
a harsh grader for his first few 
years: “No one ever talked to me 
about grading,” he said. “I entered 
the profession believing a C or 
C+ should be the average grade.”

Since Mr. Kyff originally 
taught English and now teaches 
history and journalism, he cannot 
give a year-by-year analysis 
of a fixed course’s grades, but 
he did share his records from 
the first quarter of English 3 
(freshman English) in 1977. 
He gave predominantly C/C+ 
grades and a D+ in one section.

Now Mr. Kyff teaches A.P. 

U.S. history, and he says that 
one of the key reasons grades 
have risen between 1977 and 
2014 is that AP U.S. students 
are older, more capable, and 
more experienced in study skills. 

However, Mr. Kyff notes that 
his perception of what a good grade 
is has also changed throughout his 
37 years teaching: “I am privy to 
the grades of my advisees,” he said. 
“Over the years it’s become clear 
to me that my advisees’ grades are 
higher than grades used to be. It 
affects me when I see my advi-
sees’ grades average about a B.” 

He added, “I feel that I 
don’t want to be an outlier on 
my kids’ transcripts by sticking 
to  my former  s tandards .”

Mr. Kyff recounted an event 
that occurred in the late 1980s 
which he believes helped precipi-
tate this grade inflation at KO. 

According to him, one of 
KO’s top graduating students 
was not accepted into her top- 
choice college, and when a KO 
board member reached out to 
that college’s administration, 
he was told that this student 
was not accepted because she 
did not have enough A grades. 

When then Head of School 
Tyler Tingley heard this, he looked 
at nearby private schools and found 
that KO’s grades were significantly 
lower than other schools’ grades. 

Mr. Kyff remembers that Dr. 
Tingley called a faculty meeting 
and said that teachers should 
“consider giving higher grades.” 

“Our faculty was parsimo-
nious about giving A/A-s, and he 
[Dr. Tingley] was trying to improve 
our students’ competitive posi-
tions when they apply to college,” 
Mr. Kyff said. “To faculty, his 
meaning was quite clear: to give 
better grades, especially higher 
grades to top-level students, espe-
cially in junior and senior years.”

ment she has given to students for 
about 20 years. For three out of 
four marking periods, Dr. Serow 
assigns a “practical politics” paper 
which is unlike a traditional essay. 

While Dr. Serow said these 
papers are “useful and fun,” she also 
says they are a departure from the 
kind of assignment she would have 
given in her first years of teaching. 
“Back in the day,” she said, “I 
would have given more hard-
core research paper assignments; 
now I give one research paper.”

The effect of this assessment 
diversification, she said, allows 
students to boost their grades. 
“Kids who don’t do well on tradi-
tional tests with multiple choice 
and identifications have more 
chances now – in the past 10 years 
– for assignments they can do well 
on,” she said. “Thus, you get some 
of these kids getting better grades.”

Dr. Serow said she has 
begun to “adjust to the theory of 
multiple intelligences,” which 
postulates that there are various 
ways to be intelligent other than 
in memorizing facts like those 
required on traditional tests.

Dr. Serow recalls Howard 
Gardner, the original proponent 
of the theory of multiple intel-
ligences, speaking to the KO 
faculty. Dr. Serow says that she 
believes this experience may 
account for the dramatic grade 
increases over the past decades.

“It was an eye-opener,” she 
said. “Gradually, faculty began to 
make changes a little at a time. The 
Internet made a big difference too.” 

Dr. Serow also uses the 
sophomore-year  Speakers’ 
Forum as evidence of this theory. 
“The first set of winners are not 
always the ‘brainy’ kids in the 
class,” she said. “[Speaking] 
draws on a different set of skills.” 

Assessments that draw on 
different skills (such as Hark-
nesses, projects, online Super-
Site assignments, etc.) are the 

key to higher average academic 
achievement, Dr. Serow argues. 

“We offer many different 
many ways for kids to show 
he or she knows what’s going 
on in the class,” she said.

However, she also said 
that her students’ test scores 
have not risen appreciably over 
the years, and may have even 
declined slightly: “I sense...
that, especially...over the past 
10 to 15 years, some of our kids 
have had more trouble with very 
tricky reading comprehension 
type multiple-choice questions.”

When asked for a term to 
describe these trends instead of 
“grade inflation,” Dr. Serow says 
that she believes that the process 
should be known as “grade accu-
racy.” “[It allows us to] arrive at 
a more accurate grade for [each 
student’s] ability,” she said.

Assistant Head of School 
for Academic Life Natalie 
Demers said that rising grades 
are not restricted to KO. “There 
is evidence of a trend across the 
board [at other nearby indepen-
dent schools],” she said. “There 
has been a slow and steady 
increase among many years.”

Mrs. Demers ties this trend 
with the increasingly competi-
tive college admissions process.  
“The pressure from college 
admissions causes increased 
awareness [from faculty] of the 
challenges involved,” she said. 

However, Mrs. Demers also 
stated that she is opposed to grade 
inflation. “I believe KO students 
earn the grades they receive,” 
she said. “KO students are so 
much more than grades. They 
take risks, join teams, they’re on 
stage, they’re building a robot, 
they’re running clubs. A lifetime 
learner is a lot more than grades.”

Mrs. Demers said she does 
not believe higher grades mean 
KO has become less difficult 
academically. “If you come to 

a rigorous academic program 
like KO,” she said, “then you 
will be well-prepared to handle 
tests and other assessments.”

Further, Mrs. Demers said 
that the KO department chairs 
talk yearly about average grades: 
“We want grades to be relevant and 
meaningful,” she said. “They have 
to show mastery and understanding 
of the material, and improvement.”

Science Department Chair 
Frederick Goodman has been 
teaching at KO for 29 years, 
starting with Biology, then 
Honors Biology, and now A.P. 
Biology and Honors Chemistry. 

Although Mr. Goodman has 
noticed the same broad trends as 
Mr. Kyff, he attributes them to 
his newer honors-level students.

Mr. Goodman said he 
also remembers Dr. Tingley 
speaking to KO faculty about 
grades, after which, he says, 
th ings  s tar ted  to  change. 

At at a recent A.P. workshop, 
Mr. Goodman spoke with a teacher 
from an independent boarding 
school KO often plays in athletic 
matches, whose head of school 
recently informed faculty of the 
average GPA for entering a “New 
England Small College Athletic 
Conference” (NESCAC) school. 

According to Mr. Goodman, 
this head of school told teachers to 
make that GPA the average grade 
for students, which illustrates 
grade adjustment occurring at 
other schools in the area, whether 
it is inflation or, in fact, deflation.

It is evident that KO grades 
have increased over time, but 
it is difficult to explain these 
trends on a school-wide level. 

The tradeoff  between 
high academic achievement and 
successful college or graduate 
school admissions and academic 
rigor is an issue often faced by 
other high schools and even by the 
nation’s top colleges, and is one that 
will be pressing for years to come.

“I don’t want to 
be an outlier on 
my kids’ tran-
scripts by sticking 
to my former stan-
dards.”

- Mr. Kyff

History Department Chair 
Ann Serow has been teaching at 
KO for 41 years, and has taught 
A.P. Political Science for 40 
years. Unlike Mr. Kyff, Dr. Serow 
believes that “grade inflation” as 
a conscious effort by teachers and 
administrators has not occurred.

“What might have changed 
and what might be responsible 
for the perception or fact of 
grade inflation,” she said, “is a 
change in the type of assignment.”

As an example, Dr. Serow 
points to a relatively new assign-

                 KO U.S. History grades distribution 
        A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D 
   1990   3  3  9 22 13 18 20  7  3  2

   2005 18 13 18 28 18 13   2  0 0 0

   2013 11   7 22 33 15   8   4  0 0 0

                     Median KO U.S History grade by year
   B+ 

   B

   B-
            
   C+        
           1990                                                         2005                2013         
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the skin as their canvas like formal 
art.” She said that she would like to 
do fine art works on people one day.

Ms. Hart has three hearts 
tattooed behind her ear because 
they represent her, her dad and 
her sister because their last 
name is “Hart,” she said. “I 
gave myself a heart on my foot, 
and the skull on my foot is one 
that I got with my ex-boyfriend.

“The parachute on my side 
is the first one I got done during the 
summer before college after high 
school when I was 18,” she said, 
“It’s a cute little image, but for me 

at the time it meant support and  
safety net representing my family.”

Ms. Hart said that the whole 
idea of tattoos is fascinating to her. 
“I feel like what makes tattoos so 
cool for me is that each tattoo is like 
a snippet of your life, and all the 
tattoos together make up a timeline 
of your life,” she said. “Even if you 
did get one that you totally regret, 
you shouldn't regret it because 
it shows a time of your life.”

Junior Jackie Raymond said 
she has a tattoo that means a lot to 
her. ”It’s a really personal story,” 
she said, “but it symbolizes a certain 
kind of recovery for me, and it’s a 
reminder of what I’ve been able to 

get through and it makes me proud 
of myself. It’s the word ‘beau-
tiful’ with a recovery symbol.”

Because Jackie is not 18,  
she had to get her parents’ permis-
sion before getting her tattoo. “My 
dad was OK with it, but my mom 
was completely against it so my 
dad signed off on it,” she said.

Guidance counselor Chas-
tity Rodriguez has 14 tattoos. 
“Each tattoo memorializes a 
moment of personal growth,” 
she said, “and for me it’s like 
a permanent way to remember 
the lesson or the meaning.” 

Mrs. Rodriguez said that she 
could and talk forever about them. 

“I love tattoos. I’m glad I have a 
job,” she said, “Any place that 
won't hire me because I have tattoos 
is not a place that I want to work.”

Mrs. Rodriguez said that she 
had wanted a tattoo since she was 
19 and didn’t get one until she was 
26. “My husband hated tattoos, 
so, while he was alive, I honored 
that, and I didn't get anymore,” 
she said. “It wasn’t until he 
passed away that I got 13 more.”

She has a feather on her 
arm, and she is very proud of the 
background and story behind it. 

“There is a Native American 
tradition says that you’re never just 
given a feather; you need to earn 

it from a challenge or obstacle, 
and I was in my second master’s 
program as a grad student and 
my son’s program at school was 
difficult, so I took a year off and 
became a classroom mother and 
a secretary of the PTA, which I 
hated because I wanted to be a grad 
student, which I loved being,” she 
said. “The feather memorializes 
the challenges of being a single 
mom and taking a year off from my 
degree to help this little dude and 
having to graduate a year later.”

Mrs. Rodriguez said she 
hopes to get more tattoos in 
the future. “I'm hoping to get a 
steampunk owl next,” she said.

Continued from page 9

Tattoos around campus tell story

about technology, more intern-
ships, more financial aid.”

As a result of the decision 
to transform Brayton Rink into a 
field house, KO’s girls and boys 
ice hockey teams will be phased.
out over the next two years. 

“This year we will be 
playing in the Founders League 
on our ice,” said Assistant Head 
of School for Academic Life 
Natalie Demers. “Next year, if 
there are enough students, they 
will play as a KO team.” This 
school team would play outside 
of the Founders League against 
other independent schools.

If there are not enough 
students interested in playing 
hockey to field a school team, 
interested students will have 
the opportunity to play for a 
Juniors League hockey team in 
a 20-and- under age division. 

The Juniors League team 
will be coached by Bob Craw-
ford, a former NHL player and 
owner of five hockey rinks in the 
area. Crawford has also agreed 
to aid in the management of 
the rink over the next two years 
as it transitions into disuse.

Senior Evan Sliker said that 
the hockey team was not surprised 
that the administration had chosen 
to make changes to the hockey 
program, saying that he felt the 
decision was informed partly by 
the team’s performance in the 

Founders League over past years. 
“We weren’t as mad at 

the decision but the way they 
went about it…They made the 
decision over an amount of 
years, and they just told us now 
that it’s finalized,” said Evan. 

Sophomore Chris Adam-
sons agreed. “The school needs 
to communicate better with the 
kids and the parents of the sports 
teams,” he said. “If they worked on 
communication, this whole situa-
tion wouldn’t have been as bad.”

Evan said that the juniors 
are the players most affected by 
the decision to phase out hockey. 
“There are kids that are juniors that 
are looking for another school to 
play hockey at, and now it’s so late 
for them to send out applications,” 
said Evan. “They should have 
told us at the end of last hockey 
season to be fair to the juniors.”

The decision to eliminate 
hockey was partially informed by 
an Athletic Task Force consisting 
of Director of Athletics Sue Cabot, 
KO teachers, and board of trustees  
members. The Task Force exam-
ined a number of factors, including 
the relative expense of sports 
as well as the ability of certain 
sports to compete in their league. 

In particular, the Task 
Force examined sports that 
incur the greatest expense per 
student: swimming, football, 
and hockey. The Task Force 
then reported a summary of 
their findings to the board.

A notice sent to parents 
reported, “This [Athletic Task 
Force] concluded that, for a school 
of 500 students, KO was spread 
too thin in terms of its athletic 
program. Eliminating hockey – a 
relatively small and expensive 

Nazi Germany class. “People were 
murdered, raped, burned, starved 
and humiliated,” he said. “It is 
imperative that this part of history 
should never be forgotten,” he said. 

Ms. Savin said that after the 
assembly, Rabbi Lazowski came 
to speak to her class privately, 
where he went into greater 
detail on his experiences. “He 
was very inspiring,” she said. 
“The kids really believed it.” 

In fact, her students actu-
ally wrote thank you notes 
to him, in appreciation of the 
insight that he gave them.

Senior David Shafer, a 
member of the class, said that he 

felt truly moved by the rabbi’s 
visit. “We all felt that not only 
did he have a great story, but he 
also connected with us,” David 
said. “He was able to accurately 

depict his story, fill us with 
emotion, and keep us entertained 
while on the edge of our seats.”

In addition to hearing this 
guest, the class also plans to 

sport – will permit the redeploy-
ment of resources and enable us 
to convert a very large, limited-
use building into a more cost-effi-
cient facility that will serve many 
more individuals and teams.” 

Ms. Demers echoed the 
notice’s sentiment, noting that 
plan will benefit a greater number 
of people. “The opportunity to 
serve every single kid on this 
campus is so exciting,” she said.

Ms. McKee reiterated 
the idea that the decision to 
eliminate hockey was partly 
influenced by the downsizing 
of the school in recent years. 

“In my time here, the 
school’s enrollment has shrunk 
from 600 to 500,” she said. 
“There’s always been this conver-
sation about what kind of athletic 
program can you run for 500 
kids. We run a rather big athletic 
program for a small number of 
kids. Part of it is looking at the 
big picture and saying ‘What 
teams can we sustain in numbers, 
can we sustain in facility, can 
we sustain in coaching?’”

 The decision to elimi-
nate hockey was also influ-
enced by costs of repairing 
and updating Brayton Rink. 

Rabbi Lazowski  meets privately 
with elective history class 
Continued from page 1

Rabbi Lazowski shares his experiences. Photo by Claire Halloran ’15.

‘2020 Vision’ harkens changes 
Continued from page 1

take a day trip to the Holocaust 
Museum in New York City, as 
well as the newly opened 9/11 
museum, to emphasize “acts of 
war” and “products of hate.”

Ms. Savin said that she is 
grateful for the opportunity to 
teach such important pieces of 
history at KO. “I really didn’t know 
if it would hold any interest,” she 
said. “It’s heavy, and we see a lot of 
horrible things…but [the students] 
and I feel that you need to know.”

Overall, Rabbi Lazowski 
underlined the same themes as 
Ms. Savin tries to convey to her 
students. Toward the end of his 
speech, he said, “We have to 
stand up for what we believe in, 
or the world will be in chaos. 

If you see anything wrong, 
you have to learn to stand up.”

“[The students] 
and I feel that you 
need to know.”

– Ms. Savin

Mr. Lazowksi closed his 
assembly with the theme of opti-
mism in the face of struggle. 

“There is always hope,” 
he said. “When there is hope 
and people have faith, then 
you can achieve many things.”  

“It’s an aging rink. It’s 
really about life expectancy of the 
different mechanical pieces, of 
the boards, of the different pipes 
underneath the concrete,” said Ms. 
Cabot. “To really [repair the rink] 
the way it should be done would 
be minimally a million dollars.”

In meetings with faculty, 
many parents and students ques-
tioned whether removing the 
rink should automatically mean 
removing the hockey program. 

“We could have the hockey 
team play out of Newington,” 
said senior Bryant Aylward.

In reaction to these sugges-
tions, KO has organized a 
committee, consisting of Ms. 
Cabot, alumni, and parents, to 
examine the cost-effectiveness of 
continuing KO’s hockey program 
through an off-campus facility. 

While aspects of KO’s 
new master plan have proven to 
be controversial, Ms. Cabot said 
the board felt that the admin-
istration was confident that it 
had made the right choice on 
the behalf of KO. “Our job and 
the board’s job especially is to 
make sure we’re doing right for 
the school and the vision and the 
direction we’re going,” she said.’

“If they worked 
on communication 
this whole situation 
wouldn’t have been 
as bad.”

– Chris Adamsons
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Rabbi Lazowski  meets privately 
with elective history class After a long season of 

lackluster play, finishing with a 
disappointing 3-11-4 record, the 
boys varsity soccer team looks 
to the future with hope after 
occasional glimpses of success.  

At the start of the season, 
communication between players 
and a lack of team unity seemed 
to keep the squad from reaching 
victor ies ,  said sophomore 
goalie Trevor Krupp. Yet, the 
Wyverns still racked up two ties 
in the first four games of their 
season, both against tough oppo-
nents Canterbury School, 1-1, 
and Cheshire Academy, 3-3.  

“We had a pretty balanced 
team this year, defensively and 
offensively, which was nice,” 
Krupp said. But, this skill balance 
on both sides of the pitch did 
not allow the team to see many 
victories, at least until their 

Boys soccer optimistic for future 
by Ryan Albanesi  ‘17

Tran leads girls XC to strong success
The girls varsity cross 

country team concluded their 
hard-fought season with respect-
able finishes at the Al Shaler Invi-
tational at Williston Northampton 
School on Saturday, Oct. 15, the 
Founders League Championships 
at Westminster School in Simsbury 
on Saturday, Nov. 1 and at the Div. 
III New England Championships 
at Vermont Academy, in Saxton’s 
River, Vt., on Sunday, Nov. 9.

At the Shaler Invitational, 
KO placed 10th as a team. Sopho-
more Emily Tran finished first for 
KO, placing 38th out of 76 runners, 
and clocking a time of 22:4.6 and 
running at a 7:06 pace per mile.

“This was our second 
time running the course this 
season,” said sophomore Laura 
Polley of the Shaler. “Almost 
everyone got personal records 
for the season, and the condi-
tions were really good too.”

But conditions were far from 

perfect a week later at the Founders 
Championship. Running on a hilly 
course in a cold, driving rain, Tran, 
KO’s top finisher, placed 33rd 
out of 62 runners, completing 
the 3.1-mile course in 23:57.14 
seconds, at a pace of 7:43 per mile.

J u n i o r  M a c k e n z i e 
McDonald crossed the finish line 
as the second fastest KO runner, 
placing 52nd with a time of 
25:54.37, a pace of 8:21 per mile. 
Junior Lexi Delucia, junior Kaleigh 
Sanders and Polley, the  other top 
five finishers for the varsity team, 
followed Tran and McDonald.

 Eight days later at the 
New England Div. III Champi-
onships, Tran placed 51st out 
of more than 150 runners on 
a tough, mountainous course.

With the departure of former 
Head Coach Jeff Perlis and the 
arrival of new Co-coaches Tricia 
Watson and Scott Rodilitz this 
year, this has been a year of growth 
and progress for this young team. 

They began the season with 

a second-place finish in the Canter-
bury Invitational in September and 
finished third out of 14 teams at the 
Cheshire Invitational in October. 

“This season went better 
than expected due to the change in 
coaching as well as many new team 
members,” said Sanders. “The 
coaches catered to everyone’s indi-
vidual running skills because they 
understood that we all come from 
different athletic backgrounds.” 

Part of the team’s success 
this year came from Tran, who 
led the team through their chal-
lenging season. McDonald praised 
Tran, noting that she has moti-
vated the team to improve their 
times. “Emily was outstanding 
this year and she motivated us 
to run our best races,” she said. 

After the team lost one 
of its top runners, sophomore 
Chloe Ezzo, this year Sanders 
said that Tran settled in nicely 
into one of the top spots. “She 
really stepped up after losing 
our No. 1 runner,” said Sanders. 

Coach Rodilitz agreed. 
“Emily is our top runner this 
year,” he said, “and she’s been very 
consistent. Our top five runners 
have all improved in their consis-
tency at practices and meets.”

Tran said she has been 
heartened and inspired by 
the work ethic of her team-
mates. “It felt good contrib-
uting to a team that has worked 
so hard this season,” she said.

While there were many 
successful moments in this year’s 
season, the outcome was not as 
successful as they hoped. But 
Coach Watson cited many signs 
of improvement in the future.  

“This year we haven’t been 
as competitive as we wanted to,” 
she said. “But it is a very posi-
tive feeling having a team made 
up of only sophomores and 
juniors to build on in the future.”

Junior Captain Lauren 
Barnes agreed. “This year was 
a transitional year, and I hope to 
see an even stronger team next 

year” she said. “We will continue 
to build up the program next 
year and the following years.”

Barnes said that with only 12 
runners on the team, it was a chal-
lenge but one that the team is deter-
mined to overcome in the future. 

Coach  Rod i l i t z  s a id 
he has  confidence in  the 
girls for the years to come.

“I would say we’re a young 
team,” he said. “We took posi-
tive steps in building up numbers, 
and it was a good building 
block for next year because we 
bring back our entire team.” 

Barnes was pleased with the 
team’s performance this season 
and optimistic about next season. 

“I’m so happy with the 
outcome of the team considering 
all the change that we’ve experi-
enced this year,” she said. “This 
year has been a learning expe-
rience for all of us, and we’re 
working toward a team goal of 
working our hardest to get new 
personal records for next year.” 

ninth game of the season, a win 
against Watkinson School, 5-1. 

Sophomore forward Ben 
Putterman said coordination was 
a problem. “Our team had a lot of 
depth, so we could use substitutions 
throughout a game and be rested 
and ready to go…but we weren’t 
working together and we couldn’t 
seem to get the wins,” he said. 

In a season characterized 
by hard-fought ties and unsat-
isfactory but tight losses, like 
against Worcester Academy, 4-3, 
and Westminster School, 2-1, 
the clear highlight of the season 
was a win against Avon Old 
Farms. The victory was KO’s 
First Founders League win in 
five years for the varsity squad. 

Head Coach Peter Jones 
characterized the game as the 
defining victory of the fall season. 
“Avon Old Farms did not have a 
proven record compared to other 
Founders teams, and coupled 

with how well we played defen-
sively, it allowed us to play the 
game in a way that was, clearly, 
good for us,” Coach Jones said. 

The  t e am had  been 
working hard in practice on ball 
skills and the speed of play, he 
said, and in the AOF game all 
that work seemed to pay off. 

Assistant Head Coach 
Travis Rains agreed. “We had been 
trying to focus on technical skills, 
and in the [AOF] game Krupp 
played well defensively, and it sort 
of just panned out for us,” he said. 

While the first half of the 
Avon Old Farms victory ended 
in a competitive 0-0 score, the 
Wyvern offense came out in 
the second half ready to play, 
exploding early, with a cross 
from Putterman to junior forward 
Brad Bowers, who simply tapped 
the ball past the AOF keeper. 

“That first goal got us pretty 
pumped, and, even though AOF 

answered with their own a goal 
pretty quickly, we kept working 
hard and stayed concentrated 
on our objectives,” Krupp said. 

Putterman elaborated, 
“With Trevor Krupp playing 
really well in goal, we were able 
to come back from the AOF goal 
with a cross from Dan Melody 
to freshman Mitch [Nenninger], 
who chipped it in over the goalie 
for us to reclaim the lead,” he said.

From that point on, the 
squad held their ground and relied 
on the defensive line to carry them 
to the 90-minute mark.  “We stayed 
in the game and kept working, 
which we had to do in order to 
stay ahead,” Coach Jones said. 

The victory, much needed, is 
also a hopeful sign of things to come, 
especially with four freshmen 
on the team, said Putterman. 

Coach Rains agreed, “We 
had four freshmen that worked 
hard and deserved to be on our 

team…the whole team was 
consistently prepared to face 
very talented opponents,” he said. 

Coach Jones said the 
f reshmen saw an impres-
sive amount of playing time 
throughout the season, a testa-
ment to their talent. “To have 
[four] freshmen all see that 
much playing time speaks pretty 
specifically to their skill,” he said. 

Both players and coaches 
said the freshmen will take even 
more important roles on the team, 
especially as the years pass. “[The 
freshmen] had a nice opportunity to 
see the level of competition we play 
at…but just because they have seen 
it doesn’t necessarily mean they 
will reach it,” Coach Jones said. 

The Wyverns hope to 
rekindle the strong defensive 
play and vibrant offensive display 
they showed during the Avon Old 
Farms game as they work toward 
earning more wins next season. 

by Andrew Lemkuil ‘16

After an amazing season, the 
varsity football squad suffered a 
tough ending, losing to Hyde 61-46 
in  a New England Prep School 
Athletic Conference bowl game.

Despite the outcome of the 
game, coaches and team members 
said they were proud of their accom-
plishments. This is the first time 
in school history that the Wyverns 
have made it into a bowl game. 

Head Coach Jason Martinez 
credited the winning season to 
the team members’ self respect.  

“At the beginning of the year 
when we set goals for our team,” he 
said, “one of our goals was to have 
a winning season. I think that the 
most important goal we have set 
for ourselves is that we respected 
ourselves, respected our team-
mates, and respected our school. 

“And we said, if we were 
able to do all three things, we will 
have the opportunity to win. We 
have a winning program because 
we take ownership of the program 
and we all love each other and 
care about each other very much.” 

Although they lost, KO still 
had an incredible season, finishing 
with a 6-1 regular-season record.  
“Our last [regular season] game 
against Rye was a little stressful,” 
junior Tri-captain Koby Quansah 
said, “and we didn’t come to play 
right away. We luckily grinded 
it out till the last few minutes in 
the game. Our other games have 
been going pretty well too.” 

One of the biggest chal-
lenges that the Wyverns faced 
against Hyde was stopping the 
run. “Our biggest challenge will 
be sustaining drives and stopping 
the run,” Coach Martinez said 

before the Hyde game. “We just 
have to finish our drives. We have 
to capitalize every opportunity we 
get to put the ball in the end zone.”

Unfortunately, they left a 
lot of missed opportunities that 
were left on the field. KO had 
a lot going against them in the 
game on Saturday. They lost 
senior Tri-captain Sharrieff Grice 
to a shoulder injury, junior Andre 
Jett to a shoulder injury earlier in 
the season, and during the second 
quarter of the game, junior Isaiah 
Wright sustained an ankle injury, 
eventually returning in the third 
quarter, but not at full capacity 

The  Wyvern’s  28-27 
victory against Rye Country 
Day on Saturday, Nov. 8 allowed 
them to advance to the bowl 
game, and earned them a second 
consecutive Fairchester League 
Co-championship, with King 

Low Heywood Thomas School. 
KO lost to King earlier in 

the season, despite hard efforts 
during that game. “It was disap-
pointing we had that one loss to 
King,” senior Co-captain Greg 
Norsigian said, but everybody has 
an off day, and I thought we did 
a great job overall this season.”

Coach Martinez said that 
he was pleased with the season. 
“We have some unfinished busi-
ness to take care of next year, but 
I am pleased with how our season 
has gone,” he said. “I am grateful 
for this moment and to coach this 
football team. They deserve it.” 

The fans really were the 12th 
man this year. The fans showed 
up and were loud and proud. “Our 
fans have been great this year,” 
Coach Martinez said. “They 
are an extension to our football 
family. They motivate us, they are 

going to encourage us to try harder 
and work harder on the field.” 

On Saturday, the fans 
showed up and gave Hyde’s fans 
a run for their money. The 12th 
man was cheering, doing the roll-
ercoaster and giving their team 
something to fight for. They helped 
the Wyverns score 48 points, 
responding to all but two Hyde 
touchdowns with one of their own. 

“I would like to thank 
the administration, my football 
team, my coaches, all the dedi-
cated parents and the fans for 
all their hard work this season,” 
Coach Martinez said. “I am 
just a small little piece of the 
puzzle. Without this solid support 
system, I am not sure we would 
have had this same success. “

Wyverns, it has been a 
great season. Looking forward 
to seeing those rings next year! 

Football comes up short in bowl game
by Noa Silverstein ‘15



18 THURSDAY
November 20, 2014 Sports Sports THURSDAY

November 20, 2014 19
V’ball serves up sassy season 

Varsity volleyball finished 
their hard-fought season with a 
record of 5-10. But this record 
does not show the valiant 
effort put forth by the team 
throughout the entire season. 

H e a d  C o a c h  S c o t t 
McDonald and Assistant Coach 
Carolyn McKee motivate the 
players to put forth their best effort 
every game. Senior Co-captains 
Melissa Lord and Joanie Burzy-
mowska, also led the team with 
positive attitudes and the ability 
to bring the team together as one. 

“We had a tough end of the 
season in terms of who we were up 
against. Our league is pretty strong, 
and toward the end of the season 
we played some teams who were 
in the A level, while we are in the 
B level,” Coach McDonald said.

One of the teams’ biggest 
goals this season was to improve 
their passing. “Passing has been one 
of our weakest areas throughout 
the years, and it is an important part 
of the game. With junior Morgan 
Risinger as a full-time labero we 
were able to control our passing 
this season,” Burzymowska said. 

This year the team had a 
lot of new potential, so another 
goal of this season was to work 
with the new players with 
their skills and development. 

“We want to be able to put 
together a strong starting team, and 
we were able to do that as the season 
went on,” Coach McDonald said.

Coach McKee cited the 
team’s deep bench. “At any point 
in time, anybody could be substi-
tuted in and contribute to the team. 
Everybody was able to do that in 
some way as our skill level as a team 
progressed this season,” she said. 

There  were  a  lo t  of 
improvements this season in 
many different aspects of the 
game, the coaches said. They 

said communication on the court 
and off the court improved a lot, 
which gave the team the ability to 
have long and successful rallies. 

Coach McDonald said 
that communication was the 
grease that allowed the team 
to run smoothly in their sets. 

Lord said the team improved 
both athletically and interper-
sonally. “Individuals improved 
both with volleyball skills and 
chemistry with the whole team,” 
she said. “A lot of good rela-
tionships were formed with 
a lot of the younger people,” 

Senior Amanda Loughran 
agreed. “We had good chemistry 
this year as a team,” she said. “I 
think for the first time we all really 
trusted each other in each game to 
do what was right for the team,” 

Lord also said that freshman 
Emma Smith improved in her 
setting, was a great asset for 

game play, and was always 
a positive force on the team. 

“In the beginning of the 
season, we saw hitters get more 
aggressive in the front row. Also the 
underclassmen from their first year 
have learned the game of volleyball 
throughout the season,” Lord said. 

Freshmen Haley Caran-
gelo and Skylar Barron are both 
players who came in as freshmen 
who learned a lot by being on 
varsity. They were both begin-
ners who showed they could pick 
up a sport really quickly on a 
varsity level. Carangelo received 
the most improved award at the 
end of the season team dinner. 

Burzymowska said that 
sophomore Issie Pratt improved 
in controlling her hits in the 
front row, and sophomore 
Hannah Ferraro improved a 
lot in her serving specifically. 

“A lot of the younger 

and newer kids improved a lot 
throughout the season, so by 
the end of the year we were 
a better team all around,” 
said senior Julia McGowan. 

Lord also showed that 
she can lead the team on 
the court and off the court.

“Her tennis skills translate 
to volleyball really well,” Burzy-
mowska said. “It is easy to pick up 
a sport due to her abilities. She’s 
always the person we set to when 
we are in trouble because we know 
she’ll hit a great shot every time.” 

Lord said that the team’s 
best game was the Pomfret match 
on Wednesday, Oct. 1. “We really 
stayed in the game the whole time, 
not only mentally but also physi-
cally,” she said. “Certain people 
really stood out in the game. It was 
neat to see people get so emotion-
ally connected with a volleyball 
game and we used the energy 

of the crowd to our benefit.”
Coach McKee said that this 

year she noticed that the level 
of volleyball in all schools has 
become a lot more competitive. 

“A lot more girls are 
playing volleyball and showing 
interest in the sport, so overall 
it is becoming a stronger sport 
as the years progress,” she said. 

Coach McDonald cited the 
Pomfret match as a highligh of 
the season. “Pomfret was a great 
match because we were down 2-1 
and came back and lost in the last 
game 14-16,”  he said. “We played 
some great volleyball, and we were 
proud of the team as a whole.”  

The team is losing six 
seniors this year: Mary Mort, 
Loughran, Lord, Burzymowska, 
Lina Volin, and McGowan. 
Although they are losing a lot 
of players, the coaches said they 
are optimistic about next year.

by Corinne Florian ’15

Junior Morgan Risinger spikes the ball back to Marianapolis at their Hewett Day game photo by Lexi Banasiewicz ’16

Where are they now? Pat Hallisey
When Patrick Hallisey 

’14 was walking through the 
rink during graduation last 
year, he was coming off a very 
solid month on the golf course. 

Hallisey had medaled 
in both the Founders League 
Championship and the KIT 
New England  Champion-
ship, with an even-par 71 and a 
two-under-par 68, respectively. 

The 68 he shot during 
the KITs tied the lowest round 
ever shot during the tourna-
ment, and it helped KO inch just 
ahead of defending champion 
Deerfield Academy to reclaim 
the No. 1 spot once again.

Since then, Hallisey has 
taken his talents to Chestnut 
Hill,  Mass.,  where he has 
continued his success on the 
Boston College varsity golf team. 

Hallisey played in the 
first three tournaments in the 

fall season, until a groin injury 
forced him to sit out the last two. 

The first tournament of 
the season, the Blue Devils 
Fall Invitational, was held at 
Wintonbury Hills Golf Course 
in Bloomfield, Conn., a course 
Hallisey has played many times 
as a member of the KO golf team. 

BC took  f i r s t  p l ace 
in the two-day tournament 
with a combined even-par 
score, and Hallisey finished 
third overall at one-over par. 

“We tore it  up,” said 
Hallisey. “I was pumped that 
my first collegiate tourna-
ment would be somewhere so 
familiar. It definitely helped.” 

The second tournament 
was down in Chapel Hill, N.C., 
for the Tar Heel Invitational. The 
three-day tournament was played 
on a course a staggering 7,300 
yards, and both the length and 
duration of the tournament took 
their toll on Hallisey, who shot 

72, 75, and 79 for the three days. 
Despite starting of the 

week well, Hallisey admitted 
he lost steam on the last day, 

“I got tired,” he said. “I 
wasn’t playing great golf to begin 
with, and I just lost focus towards 
the end, and wasn’t able to score 
like I did the first day.” Hallisey 
still placed third for the BC team. 

In his third and final tourna-
ment of the fall, the Hartford Colle-
giate at Bulls Bridge Golf Course 
in South Kent, Conn., Hallisey shot 
74, 74, 77 and attributed the higher 
than normal scores to “very tough, 
windy, and cold conditions.”

Although not especially 
happy with his performances in 
his final two matches of the fall 
season, just to be able to play in 
the tournaments is a remarkable 
feat, especially for a freshman. 

Unlike his time here at KO, 
with the added burden of college-
level classes, mandatory 6 a.m. 
workouts, and daily practices, 

there is very little time for Hallisey 
to actually work on his game. 

Also, with only five of the 
11 team members going off to 
tournaments, there is an added 
pressure to perform everyday. 

“There’s no time to go to the 
range to just work out my swing,” 
said Hallisey. “You just got to find a 
way to get the ball in the hole, even 
if something is off in your game.” 

Fortunately for Hallisey, 
the most important part of golf, 
the short game, is still a very solid 
and reliable aspect of his game. 

The strokes gained around 
the green help when it comes to 
his “lesser” aspects of the game, 
which he admits right now is his 
ball striking in general, but more 
specifically his driving accuracy.

Luckily for Hallisey, he 
has a familiar face to guide him 
through his first steps at BC, 
and keep him focused in the 
classroom and on the course. 

Fellow KO alum John 

Jackopsic ’11, was the captain 
of varsity golf here at KO when 
Hallisey was just a freshman 
on JV. Jackopsic has been an 
inspiration of sorts for Hallisey. 

“He is a good leader and role 
model,” said Hallisey. “It’s cool to 
follow in his footsteps, especially 
since I looked up to him at KO.” 

Jackopsic has twice out 
of three years been named to the 
All-ACC Academic Golf Team, 
and Hallisey says he respects 
his dedication in the class-
room as well as on the course.

Just in the fall season 
alone, BC’s ranking went from 
the low hundreds to 50th in the 
NCAA, thanks to the efforts of 
Hallisey and the rest of the team. 

The spring season is when 
the big tournaments occur, such 
as the ACC Championship, and 
Hallisey is looking forward to 
earning his spot for that one, 
and competing against some 
of the best collegiate golfers.

by Jack Beckerman ‘15

Class of 2014 golfer has already made mark at BC
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Young field hockey team looks forward
by Ryan Nesbit ’16

After a strong start to the 
season, a young field hockey 
team (2-12) found themselves 
struggling to overcome several 
injuries, but built a strong foun-
dation for the upcoming seasons. 

J u n i o r  m i d f i e l d e r 
Co-Captain Nicole Demers 
suffered an injury earlier this 
year during weight training. 

Even though the team 
would be without one of their 
strongest players for some time, 
they tried to make the best of 
it according to junior Becca 
Powers. “We all tried to step up 
and do a little more to make up for 
[the loss of Demers],” she said.

Field hockey had a young 
team this year, which was disadvan-
taged the team compared to some 
of the schools they went up against. 

Senior goalie Co-Captain 
Alex Breen said that there was 
definitely some inexperience on 
the team, “We had a couple of 
people who still need to learn 

some of the skills,” she said. 
On senior day, it was 

evident how much the team had 
improved over the course of 
the year. They started out very 
strong with a first-half goal from 
junior midfielder Ali Klute and 
entered halftime with a 1-0 lead. 

Suffield Academy scored 
early in the second half to tie 
the game up at 1-1. With five 
minutes to go, Suffield scored to 
go up 2-1 and handed KO a loss 

on the last game of the season. 
Powers said that it was 

one of the team’s best games all 
season. “Our passing had gotten 
much better since the beginning 
of the season, and that’s what 
kept us in the game,” she said. 

Head Coach Nicole Blake 
praised the play of senior defender 
Molly Sullivan and sophomore 
defender Bonnie Steinberg. 

The team plays a 5-3-2 
formation, with five offensive 

players (three up front and two 
staggered behind them), three 
midfielders, and Sullivan and 
Steinberg as the two defenders. 

On defense, said Coach 
Blake, the strategy is to keep the ball 
out of the circle, and the defenders 
have done a pretty good job of that. 

Breen added that sopho-
more forward Grace Amell has 
been a big help to the team this 
year. “She stepped up when 
Nicole got hurt and has done a 

really nice job with it,” she said. 
Powers said that Breen 

and Klute have been the standout 
players this year. “They’ve really 
kept us in a lot of games,” she said.

Klute said that, while offense 
has been one of the teams weak-
nesses, it will strength with time. 
“Scoring is something that requires 
experience,” she said. “As our 
young players play more, they will 
get better and more confident at it.”

In practice,  the team 
worked on a multitude of skills, 
from passing and give-and-
go’s to corners, to spacing and 
offensive plays in general. 
“We work on short passes and 
Indian dribbling,” said freshman 
midfielder Dakota McMahon.

K l u t e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
team is  poised to have a 
much better season next year. 

“With players like Grace 
[Amell] gaining more experience 
from this past year, and with Nicole 
[Demers] hopefully returning 
next year from her injury, we 
should be much better,” she said. 

Sophomore Grace Amell races up the field as opponents from Suffield Academy close in. Photo by Claire Halloran ‘15 

Players of the
Moment:

Senior Dan Melody 
and Junior Erin Persico

by Dan Miller ‘15
and Kelly Maloney ‘16

Varsity soccer Co-captain Dan Melody. 
Photo by Claire Halloran ’15.

Varsity field hockey player Erin Persico. 
Photo by Claire Halloran ’15.

Dan
Melody

Erin 
Persico

Senior soccer captain Dan 
Melody’s impressive soccer 
career began not long after he 
learned to walk. “I was very 
young, about 3-years old,” he 
said. He has continued to play all 
the way to the completion of a very 
impressive senior season for KO. 

When asked about why 
he stuck with soccer in the 
early years, Melody said: “It 
was fun, and I was good at it.” 

When asked about what 
he enjoys about the sport now 
he said: “There’s a lot of room 
for improvisation. You have 
to react to what you see and 
think quickly.” He said he also 
enjoys the team aspect of soccer. 

Dan played center back this 
season and led the team in goals. 
“He had the responsibility of orga-
nizing the defense, making sure 
everyone was marking the right 
man,” Head Coach Peter Jones said.

Dan tallied eight goals this 
season, including two penal-
ties and an impressive free kick 
against Loomis, which gave KO 
the lead early in the first half. 

“Dan is  a  consis tent 
player who has great game 
sense. He always seemed to be 
in the right place at the right 
time” said senior Joe Ravalese. 

Melody also assisted on three 
goals for the Wyverns this year 

through his strong passing ability.  
Dan was named captain 

this season after only one season 
playing for KO. He formerly 
played varsity soccer at E.O. 
Smith High School in Storrs, 
Conn., before coming to KO. 

He has helped KO’s team 
have rather successful seasons. 
“KO soccer has been an amazing 
growth experience. Playing 
other skilled teams has pushed 

to finish, which has really helped 
our team improve as the season 
has progressed,” said Ravalese. 

T h e  t e a m  d i d  s h o w 
substantial improvement as 
the season progressed, with 
their three wins coming in 
the second half of the season. 

“Dan was an emotional 
leader for our team. Being 
able to perform under pres-
sure against  some quali ty 
opponents, and was able to 
stop them,” said Coach Jones. 

Melody’s leadership on the 
field was contributing factor to one 
of the best moments of the season 
for the team, which was a 2-1 victor 
over Avon Old Farms on Oct. 23. 

“It was a solid performance.
It didn’t look pretty, but we got the 
job done,” said Melody “It was kind 
of a turning point for our season.” 

It was the first time KO has 
beaten a Founders League team 
in five years. “It was a moment 
we felt we had done something 
cool,” Melody said. “It was a 
proud moment for our team.”

Dan was also nominated 
to play in the WNEPSSA all-star 
game for the second straight year, 
which he played in on Saturday, 
Nov. 8. He also was nominated for 
the NEPSSA all-star game, which 
he played in on Saturday, Nov. 15. 

These games are a collection 
of the best players in Western New 
England and all of New England.  

For the future, he is consid-
ering playing college soccer .

Over the years KO has 
fielded some great athletes. One 
of these atheletes this year is field 
hockey player, junior Erin Persico.

Persico began her field 
hockey journey as a freshman 
at KO. In these past three years 
as a member of the team, she 
has grown to love the sport 
and all aspects of it.  

Most athletes tend to 
complain about the running in 
the sport they play, but Persico  
would disagree. “I like that there 
is a lot of running in field hockey,” 
she said. Persico is a midfielder. 
so she is constantly running to 
attack and get back on defense. 

Head Coach Nicole Blake 
said she has seen her improve 
throughout the years. “Erin’s 
stick skills improved greatly” 
she said. “She is a team leader, 
and really dominates the game.”

As an upperclassman 
there is a responsibility to help 
the underclassmen and be a role 
model. Persico has done this and, 
according to Coach Blake, pulls 
the team together. “She brings 
enthusiasm, a positive attitude, and 
motivation to the team,” she said.

Other than field hockey, 
Persico is the captain of the 
vars i ty  ice  hockey team. 

“She  i s  a  ded ica ted 
athlete who always steps up to 

the plate and keeps the team 
unified,” said Coach Blake.

Unlike ice hockey, in field 
hockey you can use only the 
inside of the stick to hit the ball, 
which is very challenging. “My 
favorite part of the game is that 
you can only use one side of your 
stick to dodge,” said Persico.

Coach Blake said that 
Persico is very aggressive on 
the field, leading her team and 
always getting the job done. “Her 
all-around skills and improve-
ment throughout this season 
has been amazing,” she said.

Both Coach Blake and 
Persico agree that Persico’s 
passing is a big strong suit of 
hers. In field hockey, completing 
the passes is a key part of the 
game, and, with Persico’s aggres-
sion, she has no problem getting 
the ball and distributing it.

In the last few games of 
the season,Persico had some 
great plays and execution passes. 

“She played really well in the 
last few games, especially the Suff-
ield and Taft game and came up big 
when we needed her most,” said 
junior Co-captain Nicole Demers.

Persico has plans to continue 
to play throughout high school, 
but said she wouldn’t want to 
play intercollegiate field hockey.

“I think playing club 
in college on occasion would 
be cool, but I wouldn’t want 
t o  p l ay  i t  compe t i t i ve ly 
beyond high school,” she said.

“He plays hard 
from start to 
finish.”

– Joe Ravalese

me to become a leader, espe-
cially as captain.” Melody said. 

The team finished with 
a 3-11-4 record. However, this 
does not show how closely they 
played some of the best teams in 
New England. “Our game against 
Worcester Academy was a good 
moment for our team,” said Melody. 

The game was a 4-3 loss 
against the team that finished 
second in New England last year, 
and had a very good season. 

“Dan is the type of player 
that raises the level of play 
of the entire team through his 
unselfishness and his unwav-
ering focus throughout an entire 
game. He plays hard from start 
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Girls soccer notches 10-5 record, 
falls to Rivers in playoff match

With strong defense and 
unselfish play, a young girls 
varsity soccer team finished 
the regular season with an 
impressive record of 10-5.

The team was defeated 
4-0 in the New England quar-
terfinals against the Rivers 
School on Wednesday, Nov. 12. 

The Rivers School is 
located near Boston, and was 
over a one-and-one-half-hour 
bus drive, which could partially 
explain the team’s slow start.

“We came out flat in the first 
half and gave up four goals in the 
first half. We played very timidly,” 
said Head Coach Tracy Deeter, “In 
the second half we came out with 
more confidence and competed 
hard. We gave up no goals and 
it was a good second half.”

Junior Co-captain midfielder 
Gwyneth McDonald said she 
was disappointed with the start. 

“But we came back in the 
second half and fought till the 
end,” she said. “We didn’t give up 
any more goals in the second half. 
It was unfortunate that we didn’t 
move on in the tournament, but 
I am proud of the hard work that 
we put in to get as far as we did.”

McDonald also mentioned 
that junior goalkeeper Joanna 
Williams who only played 
during the second half of the 
game performed extremely well. 
“Joanna Williams played very well 
on Wednesday,” said McDonald.

The game to finish the 
regular season and allow them to 
enter the tournament was a 1-0 
victory against the Taft School 
on Wednesday, November 5.

“It could have been a 
much different result had we 
finished numerous breakaways, 
but a win against Taft is always 

a good win,” said Coach Deeter.
With only three seniors, 

coaches and players said it 
was an impressive feat to 
achieve a  10-win season. 

Asked about the team’s 
greatest strength, Coach Deeter 
said playing together and 
being a very unselfish team.

McDonald praised the 
team’s defense as one of the 
team’s greatest qualities. “Our 
defense was really strong 
this year,” said McDonald.

Another strength was the 
prolific goal scoring of sophomore 
forward and midfielder Sam March, 
who led the team in goals with 10. 

Junior forward Emily 
Kirton also was a great goal scorer 
with six goals, while freshman 
midfielder Emma Ouellette also 
scored several goals as well.

Senior Co-captain Kennelly 
Allerton said she was very 
impressed with the team this season. 

“Since the four years that 
I have been on the team, this has 

been the most successful,” she 
said. “We really clicked as friends 
and players, which made for really 
fun soccer. Everyone did a great 
job adjusting to a new coach 
and a entirely new formation.”

C o a c h  D e e t e r  d i d 
say there were a few areas 
tha t  cou ld  be  improved . 

“We sometimes tried to do 
too much and we also had issues 
with communication,” she said.

Senior Co-captain midfielder 
Olivia Whirty, March and junior 

by Gabe Wolman ’16 midfielder Marissa Aniolowski all 
stood out as the team’s best players. 

“Olivia Whirty was very 
consistent at the central midfield 
position and Sam March had 
a lot of big games with game 
winners in a couple of matches. 
Marissa Aniolowski did a good 
job going from forward to 
midfield,” said Coach Deeter.

Coach Deeter said that two 
players who improved the most 
from the start of the season were 
freshman forward Noa Boyd and 
junior forward Brittany Schwartz. 

Coach Deter said that the 
team had met her expectations. 

“Yes, one of our goals was 
to get back to the tournament, and 
we did,” she said. “It’s not very 
often we finish with 10 wins.”

The team this year doubled its 
wins from last year by going from 
only five wins last season to 10 this 
season and making the tournament. 

Coach Deeter said the 
main reason for this improve-
ment discipline. “We matured 
a little bit and we had a better 
work ethic at practice,” she said.

An io lowsk i  sa id  the 
team’s success this season could 
even be exceeded next year. 

“We’re only losing three 
seniors, and most of the team 
is going to be made up of 
returners next year,” she said.

Whirty said she was proud of 
her team. “We had a great season 
overall,” she said. “This was the 
first time since 2010 that we made 
the tournament, but, unfortunately, 
we did not win the quarterfinals. 

“But I could not be prouder 
of the team. We fixed many prob-
lems that we had throughout the 
years, which led us to success. I 
can’t wait to see next year’s season 
and how far they will go because 
I know they can win it all if they 
work together and persevere.”

Sophomore Sam March battles for possession of the ball in Taft game. Photo by Claire Halloran ‘15

Boys XC exceeds goals for season 
with leadership, determination

The boys varsity cross 
country team sprinted through the 
finish line this year with strong 
races to close out a successful year. 

Led by senior Co-captains 
Nate Washburn and Jack Reich, 
the team capped off the year 
with a 12th-place finish in the 
Founders League Champion-
ship at Westminster on Saturday, 
Nov. 1 and fifth place in the New 
England Championship race at 
Vermont Academy in Saxton’s 
River, Vt., on Sunday, Nov. 9.

In the weeks leading up to 
these two races, the team had a 
very clear goal in mind: to place 
top five in their races to end the 

year. The team did accomplish that 
goal in the New England Champi-
onship race but did not quite reach 
it in their Founders League race. 

“We seemed not too focused 
during the week before Founders 
but extremely focused in the week 
leading up to New Englands,” said 
Head Coach Frederick Goodman. 
“What a difference a week makes.”

Reich and Washburn said 
they both noticed the focus, 
saying that they were gaining 
confidence that they were 
going to achieve their goal. All 
23 members of the team were 

very focused during the time 
leading up to Founders, they said, 
because their goal was fresh in 
their mind knowing that it would 

be the last team race of the year. 
Coach Goodman said he 

was grateful to have Washburn and 
Reich as captains this year, citing 
the strength of their leadership.

“They did a great job of 
leading all 23 kids, especially 
when Nate got hurt at the end 
of the year,” Coach Goodman 
sa id .  “He  rea l ly  demon -
strated his great vocal leading 
skills during New Englands.”

Assistant Coach Ronald 
Monroe agreed, saying that the 
captains did a good job of keeping 
all 23 runners together. “They kept 
everyone included,” Coach Monroe 
said, “which was great and made 
sure everyone understood that they 
meant a great deal to the team.”

Among the many successful 
23 runners this year, junior Mick 
Hains stood out above all. Hains 
came in 13 out of 142 runners in 
the New England race with a time 
of 16 minutes and 54.8 seconds. 

Twelve junior varsity runners 
competed in the New England race. 
Standing out among those runners 
was Junior Andrew Zimmerman 
who came in the top 20 of the race. 

“It was very clear that that 
race was Andrew’s best of the 
year,” said Coach Goodman. 
Zimmerman posted a time of 
21 minutes and 15 seconds. 

Coach Goodman praised 
freshmen Arjun Katechia and 
Jake Kulak and sophmores Adam 
Kim and Noah Hawks-Ladds for 

really improving over the year. 
By finishing in the top 20 in 

New Englands, Hains qualified to 
compete in the NEPSTA All-Star 
Championships, a distinquished 
honor that only a handful of KO 
runners, including Ben Wash-
burn ’12 and Sam Goddard ’14, 
have achieved. In that race, held 
at St. Mark’s School in South-
borough, Mass., on Sat., Nov. 
15, Hains finished 22 out of 37 
runners with a time of 17:39.18. 

O v e r a l l ,  t h e  b o y s 
cross country team’s season 
ended in a way that the team 
won’t forget for a long time. 

“I am proud of every 
accomplishment we have made 
together as a team,” Reich said.

by JJ Dominick ’18


