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Mazzetti shares experiences at NY Times
On Monday Oct. 7, two-

time Pulitzer Prize-winning jour-
nalist Mark Mazzetti spoke to KO 
students at assembly after an open 
session with students taking AP 
Political Science and journalism. 

Mr. Mazzetti, who currently 
writes for the New York Times, 
was awarded the Pulitzer for his 
articles about American responses 
to the crises in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, as well as Russian 
involvement in the 2016 election. 

The assembly opened with 
the trailer to “The Fourth Estate,” a 
documentary series about the New 
York Times’s coverage of the White 
House. Mr. Mazzetti continued by 
discussing the term “fake news” 
and how its use impacts his career 
as a journalist. He spoke about 
the use of the term“fake news” to 
refer to reputable newspapers as 
being “lazy, cheap, and potentially 
dangerous,” the danger being how 
it impacts society’s views on the 
media. “What I’m worried about 
is if enough people start believing 
that what we do is fake,” he said.

M r.  M a z z e t t i  w e n t 

on to stress that good jour-
nalism is factually based, not 
“involved in partisan bickering.” 

His emphasis on objectivity 
also lead into his similar advice 
for high schoolers. He explained 
that while middle and high school 
students may feel passionately 
one way, it is equally important 
to consider other viewpoints. 
“Remain as open-minded as 
possible,” he said. He later added 
that in journalism especially, you 
have to be open to being convinced.

Senior and KO News 
Editor-in-Chief Jaden DiMauro 
interviewed Mr. Mazzetti on 
stage. “I really enjoyed getting 
to research him and do a deep 
dive into all of his work that he’s 
done over his career,” he said. 
Jaden’s questions ranged from 
his beginnings as a journalist 
to some of the most dangerous 
places his career has brought him.

The end of the assembly 
was open to students and faculty 
to ask Mr. Mazzetti their own 
questions. There were ques-
tions about dealing with sensi-
tive information, the balance of 
power in Washington, and how 

journalists draw the line between 
scrutiny and their own opinions. 

Middle School history 
teacher Andy Krugman and long-
time friend of Mr. Mazzetti worked 
to bring him to KO. “I just felt as if 
here’s a guy who has spent time in 
the Middle East, he’s covered the 
drone wars, and he’s covering the 

White House. He’s had these cool 
experiences,” he said. “We are in 
a very polarized environment with 
Trump, so I thought whatever he 
talks about is going to be relevant 
to kids.” Mr. Krugman also said he 
thought having somebody as repu-
table as Mr. Mazzetti was good 
for students. “If people like him 

are trying to report the news and 
be honest ethical journalists, then 
that’s a very good thing,” he said.

Many KO students agreed 
that it was enjoyable having some-
body so accomplished speak. “I 
thought it was interesting to see 
a different perspective on the 
news,” freshman Eve Repp said. 

However, others felt it 
was too politically polarized. “I 
thought it was very biased and 
trying to indoctrinate our students 
with a certain ideology,” junior 
Chaitanya Karanam said. Others 
enjoyed it but felt it wasn’t 
necessary for the entire school. 
“I think if it was for the KO 
News or journalism students it 
would’ve had a greater impact,” 
junior Geethika Chandragiri said. 

In all, the goal of the 
assembly was to get students to 
think critically about the media 
and its impact on them. “I hope 
it made people think a little bit 
more about how they consume 
news. I think that was a main 
point of his talk,” Jaden said. “I 
also hope that it inspired some 
people to take up an interest in 
journalism if they haven’t already.”

Yo u t h  m o t i v a t i o n a l 
speaker Kevin Brooks spoke to 
the Kingswood Oxford commu-
nity on Friday, Oct. 11 to share 
his inspirational story about 
the dangers of substance abuse 
and impaired driving.  

Before the assembly, Mr. 
Brooks said his story has some-
thing for everyone. “I hope people 
take something positive away from 
my visit,” Mr. Brooks said, “and 
if they need a little reminder, just 
remember to wiggle your toes.” In 
his presentation, Mr. Brooks went 
on to explain what he meant by 
“wiggle your toes.” It all started 
one night when he decided to drive 
his car while under the influence of 
alcohol. This poor decision led Mr. 
Brooks to get into a car accident 

from which he and his passenger 
and friend Brendan, didn’t walk 
away from. Brendan lost his life 
and Mr. Brooks became paralyzed .

Mr. Brooks went on to talk 
about how his struggles were far 
from over after he woke up in the 
hospital. “When I found out what 
happened to Brendan,” Mr. Brooks 
said, “I didn’t feel like I deserved to 
live.” Junior Henry Mandell found 
this part of his presentation to be 
particularly impactful. “It’s very 
brave of him to share his story,” 
Henry said. “Especially among the 
youth because at this age we think 
we are invincible and don’t realize 
one mistake can change our lives.” 

His motto “just wiggle your 
toes” stems from when Mr. Brooks 
woke up in the hospital and tried 
to move his toes, but realized he 
couldn’t. “Just wiggle your toes” 

signifies that everything is alright. 
Mr. Brooks also talked about how 
he had to re-learn how to walk, talk 
and even breathe after the accident.

His journey to recovery 
continued with many months 
in  a  rehabi l i ta t ion center 
where he relearned simple, 
everyday tasks.   

He also shared the emotional 
story of meeting with Brendan’s 
family after the accident in which 
they forgave him for the fatal 
accident. Mr. Brooks stressed the 
importance of forgiveness to the 
KO community and the positive 
impact it had on his life. Many KO 
students were surprised that Bren-
dan’s family was able to forgive Mr. 
Brooks. “It was really impressive 
to see his family do that,” junior 
Maddie Theissen said. “I think that 
is an important lesson to learn.” 

After the incident, Mr. 
Brooks has turned his life in a 
positive direction and is now a 
youth motivational speaker who 
has traveled to eight different 
provinces in Canada as well as 30 
states in the U.S. and has spoken 

at over 1,000 schools. King-
swood Oxford marks his 30th 
state in the U.S. as he has never 
spoken in Connecticut before. 

Dean of Students Will 
Gilyard was responsible for 
bringing Kevin Brooks to KO. 
“I first heard of him through a 
woman who was applying for 
an internship here,” Mr. Gilyard 
said, “so I looked him up, watched 
a couple videos, and thought 
his story was a powerful one.”

 Mr. Gilyard and the student 
body agreed that Mr. Brooks stands 
out from recent speakers who 
have come to KO. “He’s a regular 
guy, so I think that makes him 
more relatable,” Mr. Gilyard said. 

This was certainly true as Mr. 
Brooks included many jokes and 
current references in his presentation. 

by Sloan Duvall ’21

by Cici Chagnon ’21

Kevin Brooks at assembly. Photo by 
Amelia Boardman ’20. 
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Students hype up for Hewett Day 
by Kathryn Westrick ’20

Spirit week officially kicked off 
on Tuesday, Oct. 14 and the festivi-
ties came to a close this weekend, with 
Hewett Day and the Homecoming 
Dance. There were various competi-
tions throughout the week, the winners of 
which earned free admission to the dance. 

In an effort to build excitement, 
Student Government planned themed dress 
down days: Tuesday was internet meme day, 
Wednesday was tropical day, Thursday was 
pajama day, and Friday was KO day, where 
students wore black and red or any KO gear. 
According to senior Alex D’Addabbo, her 
favorite theme was tropical day because 
she was excited to wear a Hawaiian shirt. 

The winners of the dress down 
week were seniors Angelina Maselli, 
Jamie  Scarpan t iono  and  Sophia 
Kaufman for their tropical outfits. 

Last year, each fall sports team 
walked out on the turf to their selected 
choice of music, wearing their jerseys 
while holding their  team banner. 

Students even participated in a 
challenge to form the word ‘Wyvern,’ a 
picture of which was captured by a drone. 
Head of School, Tom Dillow and Athletic 
Director, Debbie Fiske also delivered some 
inspiring words to the athletes and coaches. 

This year, there was a pep rally on 
Friday afternoon. Students got out of class 
early and went to Roberts Theater. The 

captains of each fall sports team gave a short 
speech about their season so far and talked 
about their upcoming Hewett Day games. 

Each team also created a short video 
in order to get everyone excited. The JV 
field hockey team won the video contest. 
Their video imitated the iconic intro-
duction to the TV show “Full House.” 

The boys and girls varsity soccer 
teams had games under the lights on Friday 

night. Many students were excited because 
this was the first year that teams have night 
games. “It’s so much more fun to play 
at night because more fans come to the 
games,” senior Mai Lin Pompshine said. 

The remaining teams including 
JV soccer, football, volleyball and cross 
country competed on Saturday afternoon. 
“Hewett day is fun because everyone is 
on campus, either playing or supporting 

their friends,” senior Bella Leuschner said. 
On Saturday, there was a barbeque, 

and the school store set up tables so students 
and families could purchase their KO gear. 

On Saturday night, students returned 
to campus for Homecoming, held in the 
cafeteria from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.. Apparel 
for the dance was semi-formal and tickets 
cost $6.00. Students also had the oppor-
tunity to donate money to charity in 
addition to paying the admission fee. 

Junior Sloan Duvall announced that 
this year’s dance was KOral reef, an “under 

Grandparents go back to high school 
by Aidan O’Loughlin ’20

On Thur sday  Oc t .  10 ,  t he 
Kingswood Oxford Upper School 
hosted the community’s grandpar-
ents for the first time in over a decade. 

The school started the day with an 
assembly that gave the visitors a chance 
to see some of the school’s musical groups 
perform and hear speeches from two of 
the school’s student leaders. After the 
assembly, students brought their grandpar-
ents or special friends to two of their classes. 

In the past, Grandparents’ Day has 
mainly been an event held in the Middle 
School that has not been as successful in the 
Upper School. “I think we have tried to do it 
but haven’t had a great response,” Head of 
the Upper School Daniel Gleason said. “So 
it was shelved for a while, but we thought it 
might be a good idea to try again this year 
as Grandparent’s Day was landing right 
after Yom Kippur, and before Columbus 
Day weekend so family could be visiting.” 

Besides logistics, the school had 

another motivator to bringing Grandpar-
ents’ Day back to the Upper School. “The 
primary motivation was the fact that Middle 
School Grandparents’ Day was such a 
success,” Head of School Thomas Dillow 
said. “We saw how everyone enjoyed seeing 
their grandchildren or special friends, and 

heard positive feedback. So, we made the 
decision to try it in the Upper School too.” 

The success of the Upper School 
Grandparents’ Day was not assured, 
but Kingswood Oxford had a great 
response from grandparents and special 
friends with a high attendance rate. 

“In general, Grandparents’ Days 
are not always as well attended at the 
high school age,” Mr. Dillow said. “But 
we had over 200 families in attendance.” 

While positive feedback on Middle 
School Grandparents’ Day was a moti-
vator for the school, an Upper School 
Grandparents’ Day was a great chance 
to extend the KO community beyond 
KO parents and acknowledge the 
grandparents supporting KO students. 

“We are a day school that values the 
partnership we have with parents,” Mr. 
Dillow said. “But support of our students 
extends often times beyond [parents] to 
grandparents. [The Upper School Grand-
parents’ Day] allowed us to extend the 
circle of partnership and community.” 

Kingswood Oxford is a long estab-

lished school that is celebrating 110 year 
of education and 50 years of coeducation 
this year. While this is an incredible feat, it 
also means that a lot of current students are 
attending their family member’s alma mater. 
“We have a number of grandparents who are 
alums to the school, which makes [Grand-
parents’ Day] extra special,” Mr. Dillow said. 

Grandparents’ Day in the Upper 
School started out with an assembly. “The 
performances were great,” Mr. Dillow said. 
“I was thrilled to see the high level of talent 
that was on display. It was genuinely beau-
tiful music, and a real testament to our kids.” 

Besides musical performances, 
two senior prefects senior Alyssa Pilecki 
and senior Jackson Wolff gave speeches 
for the grandparents. “I thought the 
speeches were wonderful,” Mr. Dillow 
said. “What they were saying wasn’t 
contrived; it was from the heart.” 

After the assembly, grandparents 
attended two of the students classes. “When 
I walked around in classes I saw some cases 
where grandparents were integrated into 
class,” Dr. Gleason said. “In some classes 

teachers had designed a particular activity. 
In other cases I saw grandparents sort of 
watching class. I think this was a really great 
experience because I have kids and when 
you ask how their day was, they won’t tell 
you much. It truly means a lot to be able to 
sit there in class and experience it first hand.” 

During Grandparents’ Day, every 
grandparent and special friend seemed 
to be loving the experience. “I think I 
referred of [Grandparents’ Day] to the 
parents as a love fest,” Mr. Dillow said. 

“Grandparents just love seeing their 
grandkids, and the chance to see them in 
action at school in class is wonderful. I had so 
many grandparents tell me how happy they 
were that we were doing this. There is an enor-
mous level of support from our community.” 

 Overall this year’s Upper School 
Grandparents’ Day was a success, and a 
learning experience for the school. “We 
decided we couldn’t do a lunch for the 
grandparents because of the numbers,” 
Mr. Dillow said. “The middle school lunch 
with the grandparents was very crowded on 
their Grandparents’ Day. So to do that in the 
Upper School where there are even more 
students seemed impossible. We made the 
decision that we just couldn’t make it work.” 

In the future, the school will try to find 
a way to accommodate all of the grandpar-
ents for lunch. “It is something we will try to 
troubleshoot because it is nice when everyone 
can eat together,” Mr. Dillow said, “but that 
is the only regret about a wonderful day.” 

We can thank the success of the Upper 
School Grandparents’ Day on the hard work 
of organizers, in particular Institutional 
Advancement Associate Frances Morris. We 
also owe the success of the day to the support 
of the grandparents and the accommodation 
from teachers and students who welcomed 
the grandparents and special friends. 
“[Grandparent’s Day] was organized by 
members of the advancement office and also 
some people who chipped in from admis-
sions,” said Mr. Dillow. “My hats are off to 
the good people that organized everything.” 

the sea” theme. SGA transformed the cafe-
teria with decorations, food, a photo booth, 
special effect lighting, and, of course, a DJ.

With lots of activities and tradi-
tions, this week was a great way for 
KO to show off our school pride 
and come together as a community. 

“Hewett day is fun 
because everyone is on 
campus, either playing 
or supporting their 
friends.” 

  – Bella Leuschner
Matt Kocay and  Alexis Vail ’22 pictured holding up a banner saying “Wyvern Den” at The culmi-
nation of spirit week, the Pep Rally held before the start of night games. Photo by Jaqueline Pisani

“Grandparents just 
love seeing their 
grandkids, and the 
chance to see them 
in action at school in 
class is wonderful.  

– Thomas Dillow

Grandparents happily talk to their Grandhildren in Roberts Theater lobby while waiting for the 
first Upper School Grandparents day in over a decade to start. Photo by Jacqueline Pisani
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The editorials below represent the collective 
opinion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Benjamin Waldman, Kate Betts, 
Mackenzie McDonald, Noah Stanton, Kelly Malo-
ney, Alec Rossi, Lauren Barnes, Gwyneth McDon-
ald and Sasha Bash.

The editorials below represent the collective 
opinion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Jaden DiMauro, Esha Kataria, Alyssa 
Pilecki, Juliana Kulak, Ishaa Sohail, Cici Chagnon, 
Kush Kataria, Madeline Arcaro, Sophia Kaufman, Luv 
Kataria, Niki Taylor, Bella Leuschner, and Alma Clark.
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by Jaden DiMauro ’20Rethink homework

Provide quiet spaces

Students at Kingswood Oxford are 
accustomed to spending hours upon hours 
per night completing inordinate amounts 
of homework on top of participating in 
sports and clubs, managing their health, 
and spending time with their families. 

The KO News believes teachers 
at KO need to reconsider how they 
assign homework because many students 
feel overwhelmed and overworked.

Students arrive at school for 8:00 
a.m. or earlier, commuting from all over 
the state, and are typically at school 
until 5:00 p.m. or later depending on 
sports schedules and club meetings. 

Many students then have to drive 
home during rush hour traffic, and often 
don’t arrive home until 5:30-6:00 p.m. or 
even later. This does not leave much time 
to have dinner, complete upwards of 3 hours 
of homework, and get a good night’s rest. 

Add i t i ona l ly,  because  each 
class only meets three times per week, 
in many instances there are at least 
two days between classes meeting. 

Often times, teachers will assign 
more homework because we technically 
have more time to finish it; however, when 
every class does this, it results in late nights 
and stress for the majority of students. 

It is a reality that all students at KO 
want to do well academically, and the first 
things they sacrifice in order to achieve 

With homework, tests, and college 
work mounting up around this time of 
year, students are encouraged to utilize 
every free period they have. However, with 
the lack of quiet spaces around campus, 
many are having trouble being productive. 

 The library, which is supposed 
to be a quiet space, is bombarded with 
loud students who are there to socialize 
every period of the day, including lunches. 

The gym, which has started to become 
available during lunch 1 and lunch 2, isn’t 
really being utilized for that purpose. 
Instead, only those interested in playing 
basketball go, while everyone else continues 
to use the library as a hang out space. 

And while Mrs. Solomon tries to 
keep the library quiet and tries to kick 
out the groups of people who are being 
excessively loud, many students don’t 
listen to her and continue to be obnoxious. 

 The math center, which is also 

this are sleep and family time. Teen-
agers should receive between eight to ten 
hours of sleep per night; however, it is 
common to hear students around campus 
receiving only four to six hours regularly. 

Additionally, many students rarely 
have time to talk with their parents or 
have sit down family dinners which, 
according to Stanford Children’s 
Hospital, are proven to help regulate 
stress levels among family members. 

Excessive amounts of homework 
also stifle intellectual curiosity because 
students don’t have the time to pursue other 
passions or research topics that they are 
interested in. Few students actually have the 
time to sit down to read a book for leisure. 

The National Education Asso-
ciation recommends that students have 
no more than ten minutes of home-
work per grade level they are in. 

This means that ninth graders 
have 90 minutes of homework per night 
and 12th graders have 120 minutes 
of homework per night. This includes 
writing essays and studying for tests. 

The costs of the amount of homework 
KO students have outweigh the benefits, 
and it stops kids from following interests 
that don’t align with the classes they take. 

The issue of overworking students 
is a global one, but KO has the ability to 
make a difference on our own campus. 

supposed to be a work and extra help 
space, has started to become more popu-
lated as freshman use it to get out of 
study hall, and English teachers send their 
students there to work on group projects. 

The editorial board thinks it is impor-
tant for students to have access to spaces 
that are quiet so students can utilize their 
free periods to the utmost productivity, and 
relieve some of that stress that comes with 
leaving all their homework for when they 
get home. A potential solution to this issue is 
to have teachers open up their empty class-
rooms as work spaces, when the classrooms 
aren’t being used. We reached out to faculty, 
and compiled a list of spaces students can 
go to work during their free periods. Our 
hope with this is that it will help students 
find a space where they feel like they can 
work without disturbance. We would like 
to thank all the teachers who volunteered 
to provide their classrooms as study spaces. 

A Per iod:  S-108,S-008, 
R - 2 2 5 ,  H - 1 2 1 ,  S - 1 0 6

B Per iod:  S-102,S-006, 
S - 1 0 8 ,  S - 0 1 0 ,  R - 2 2 4 , 
R-225,  CT-106, CT-007, S-110

C Period: R-213, S-102, 
S-010, S-008, CT-106, S-110

D Period: S-102, S-010, S-008, 

Spaces Available
around Campus

E  P e r i o d : R - 2 2 4 ,  
CT-107,  CT-007,  R-222

F Period: R-213, S-108, S-010, 
S-008, CT-007, S-106, R-222

G Period: S-006, S-008, H-121

H  P e r i o d : R - 2 1 3 ,  
CT-107,  CT-106, R-222

 Fall is finally here. The leaves 
are changing, the air is crisp, the nights 
are longer, and for KO seniors, college 
applications are looming, like a hideous 
leviathan, in the not so distant distance. 

The process is an inevitable rite of 
passage, as we soldier on to the next chapter 
in our young lives. However, instead of 
feeling excited, for many, applying to 
college can feel militaristic, calculated, and 
devoid of emotion, making the entire process 
unpleasant for students and parents alike. 

While applying to anything, let alone 
to places that will impact your life trajec-
tory, is an intrinsically stressful endeavor, 
there are ways to approach college applica-
tions that can reduce the unpleasantries, and 
perhaps inject some small semblance of joy 
into the next maddening couple of months. 

And while I promise we’ll get to 
the joy and happiness, it is necessary to 
diagnose the fundamental flaws with the 
college application procedure before we 
can begin to talk about potential cures. 

 Let’s forget for a moment the 
overwhelming tedium that is actually 
completing applications and take a look 
at the effect the particular amalgamation 
of information required has on applicants. 

As seniors at a self proclaimed 
“college preparatory school,” applying 
to college had been at least in the back 
of our minds since our freshman year. 

And as the years flew by, those once 
dormant thoughts festered, influencing the 
classes we took, the clubs we joined, the 
sports we played, and the time we spent. 

And, after all this diligence, all of our 

hours spent practicing, studying, and playing, 
our effort and achievements will be reduced 
to mere letters and numbers on a few pages. 

Pages that admissions officers will pour 
over for a grand total of around 15 minutes. 

15 minutes. That’s it. It’s as dehuman-
izing as it is disheartening: having out entire 
selves relegated to a snapshot, a glimpse into 
the intricacies that make us who we are.

And thus is the fundamental flaw in 
the college process, and in higher educa-
tion all together: the impersonality. Focus 
is placed on grades and scores rather than 
humanity and individuality. Memoriza-
tion and regurgitation are prioritized over 
the ability to think critically and thought-
fully. And perhaps most detrimentally, 
being “right” is glorified while being 
wrong is demonized and stigmatized.  

Rather than being given the opportu-
nity and incentive to make mistakes academ-
ically and to learn from those mistakes, we 
are taught from a young age that correct 
answers supersede correct thought processes.

This notion is hammered in with the 
standardized tests taken by high school 
students applying to college. Juniors 
and seniors have the choice of taking 
either the SAT or the ACT, two slightly 
different iterations of the same survey 
style test concept in which test takers are 
given a multitude of multiple choice ques-
tions across a variety of subject matters. 

Scores on these tests are often heavily 
considered factors in students’ applica-
tions to colleges. As a result, students and 
parents alike often associate good scores 
with  academic and intellectual proficiency, 
leading to students measuring them-
selves against their peers and their scores. 

Not only is this unhealthy; it is also, 
as outlined above, incredibly inaccurate.

Rather than measuring ourselves 
by our test scores and grades, we should, 
both peers and parents, encourage our 
friends and children to measure them-
selves by the content of their character.
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2019 vs 1984: societies in despair
by Murphy Kearney ’20

We need to think 
about what our 
social media, 
hurtful comments, 
and societal 
norms have done 
to our society.

New lunchesRedo the dress code
Imagine this: It’s April. 

The sun is shining, the flowers 
are blooming, and you just 
want to kick back during your 
free period and play some 
spikeball on the Senior Green. 

But what’s this? You’re 
wearing pants and a collared 
shirt. You and the rest of the 
KO community can’t partake 
in the spring festivities without 
soiling your spiffy outfits with 
sweat. Tragically, Wyverns are 
doomed to life on the sidelines. 

I’m sure that is an expe-
rience that will sound familiar 
to some of you. And if not, we 
can all recount dress up days 
during September or June where 
we practically bake ourselves 
walking from class to class. 

However, the benefits of a 
relaxed dress code extend far past 
preventing unnecessary heatstroke. 

A relaxed dress code would 
provide students with numerous 
benefits by allowing for greater 
freedom of expression, and 
giving students the opportunity 
to demonstrate their maturity. 

By more relaxed, I don’t 
mean to suggest that skimpy, 
soiled, and tattered clothing 
should be allowed, but simply 
that we abide by the rules in 
force for Dress Down Days.

 Let’s begin by observing 
the  psychologica l  e ffec ts 
of relaxing the dress code. 

Wearing more casual 
at t i re can put  students at 
ease and limit distractions.

 There are no collars to 
adjust, no fixing of your skirt. 
A sweatshirt  doesn’t  need 
constant readjustment unlike 

your suffocating tie. And that’s 
only the physical side of things. 

As teenagers, we constantly 
fret over our appearances. The 
dress code may force students to 
wear garments they would other-
wise be uncomfortable wearing. 
The last thing we students need 
during a test is outfit woes. 

The fact that KO allows for 
Dress Down Days during exam 
weeks only supports this notion. 
To provide students a calmer state 
of mind to take their exams, faculty 
let students wear more comfort-
able clothes. And what is the 
result? Thunderbolts do not crash 
down from the heavens. Instead, 
Wyverns produce some of their best 
work of the semester (hopefully). 

So why not implement this 
idea on an everyday basis? KO 
should want to provide us the best 
possible learning environment. 
By denying us the ability to dress 
down on a daily basis, the school 
actively undermines our capacity to 
perform to the best of our abilities. 

Secondly, and as important, 
is freedom of expression. Students 
should have the ability to express 
themselves through any media, 
whether it be through speech, 
words, or in this case, attire. We’re 
a highly creative community and 
we thrive on diversity of experi-
ences and opinions. Let this be 
reflected in our clothing as well. 

If KO wishes to provide a 
stimulating environment that can 
provide greater perspective, then 
let students wear what they wish. 

 It is also worth noting 
that many schools already 
have this policy in place.

For  example ,  f e l low 
Founders League schools such 
as Loomis Chaffee and Choate 

Rosemary Hall have imple-
mented relaxed dress codes.

 Do we really want these 
schools to show the world that 
they have a more forward-
thinking outlook than KO? 

New rules and regulations 
regarding lunch periods in the cafe 
have been introduced this year. 

T h e  m o s t  n o t a b l e 
changes are the enforcement 
of division of lunches by form 
and the seat limit at tables. 

These changes have not 
been beneficial to the community 
because they reduce flexibility in 
the schedule, don’t address the 
crowding issue on Wednesdays, and 
isolates students from their friends. 

This  d iv is ion  of  the 
lunches affects the Monday and 
Tuesday schedule the most. 

On these days,  there 
is  Lunch 1 and Lunch 2, 
which are half an hour each.

Officially, Lunch 1 is for 
forms five and six while Lunch 2 
is for forms three and four.  This 
time is commonly used for club 
and teacher meetings as well.

This  year,  the  regu-
l a t i on  su r round ing  t he se 
times has become stricter. 

There are even teachers 
standing at the door checking what 
form students are in and verifying 
if they have a meeting or not. 

Saturday detentions have 
even been assigned for being in 
the cafeteria at the wrong time.

This course of action is 
problematic for many reasons. I’m 
sure the teachers assigned to be at 
the door would rather be relaxing 
and enjoying their lunch period. 

Additionally, assigning a 
Saturday detention for minor infrac-
tions like this is unprecedented. 

They should be reserved 
for serious misdemeanors, or 
else their significance is lost. 

Requiring a student to come 

in on a Saturday conflicts with 
sports games, transportation, and 
taking time to relax after a rigorous 
academic and athletic week.

On Wednesdays, lunch is 
the last period of the day, span-
ning from 12:30 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
with no division by forms. 

All four forms eat at once, 
causing the cafe to be over-
crowded and hectic. It’s not 
unusual to see lines stretching 
back to the entryway of the cafe.

KO has half day Wednes-
days so teams can play in 
games without arriving back at 
campus too late in the evening. 

Athletes with away games 
whose departure times are 
closer to 12:45 p.m. should be 
given priority in the lunch line. 

This would also make sure 
that any food shortage or setback 
that may occur wouldn’t affect 
their ability to eat before a game. 

The form deans said that 
stricter regulations on lunch 
times were an attempt to relieve 
stress on the rate the dining 
hall staff has to produce food. 

However, no new poli-
c i e s  w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  t o 
Wednesday  lunch ,  wh ich 
is where the real stress lies.

The regulations also disre-
gard the natural divide that occurs.

 Many students only take 
about 15 minutes to eat lunch and 
then scatter to other parts of campus.

 Other students will meet 
with a teacher or go to a club 
meeting before heading to lunch.

 S o m e  j u s t  p r e f e r 
to have a l i t t le free t ime 
before  they go to  lunch. 

This  i s  an  authent ic 
w a y  t o  r e g u l a t e  o v e r -
crowding in the cafeteria. 

 

by Olivia Reynolds ’22

If the aim of KO 
is to prepare us 
for college, then 
let us practice 
picking out our 
own outfits now. 

by Sam Merkatz ’22

In addition, most colleges 
don’t have any sort of dress code. 

If the aim of KO is to prepare 
us for college, then let us practice 
picking out our own outfits now. 

I f  KO doesn’t  deem 
us sufficiently mature to do 
so appropriately, then that 
is a very sad state of affairs. 

Let us demonstrate our 
sound judgment. We can’t gain 
your trust without being given 
an opportunity in the first place. 

Only a few years ago, 
KO still required ties everyday. 

The dress code reforms 
made then did not create chaos 
or sully our reputation. Still 
more reforms can be made. 

A more relaxed dress code 
would also relieve teachers and 
administrators from spending 
time disciplining us for dress code 
infractions instead of focusing 
on more important matters. 

Allow us to dress down 
on a daily basis and just maybe 
our performance in the class-
room wi l l  a l so  improve .
Our spiri ts  certainly will . 

“You’d be pretty if you 
were skinnier,” “Maybe you’d 
have friends if you weren’t so 
quiet,” “You can’t do that because 
you’re a woman.” Maybe you 
have heard these words or varia-
tions of them in the halls of KO, I 
know I have. These thoughts and 
comments come from social media 
and the society we are raised in. 

Similar to this, George 
Orwell depicts a socialist govern-
ment that controls everything 
from the economy to the language 
in his dystopian novel, “1984.” 
Every individual is monitored 
ceaselessly by telescreens and if 
any opposing ideas of the govern-
ment are thought or shared, 
the individual who thought or 
shared them would be punished. 

T h r o u g h o u t  “ 1 9 8 4 , ” 
Orwell  shows us a future 
where society’s thoughts and 
language are controlled – a future 
that has become our reality.

In modern-day society, 
adolescents’ thoughts are manipu-
lated into being insecure about 
the way they look and act as 

well as feeling pressure from the 
stereotypes of race and gender.   

In modern-day America, 
adolescents’ are told they aren’t 
skinny enough or that they aren’t 
smart enough, and this makes 
them feel pressured to adjust to 
societal norms similar to “1984.” 

As we go through our days, 
we constantly compare ourselves 
to each other, with the thoughts of 
edited social media pictures that 
set high standards in our minds. 

Although these standards 
have been manipulated to be unre-
alistic, they are forcing us to all 
look and act alike. If we continue 
on this path of self-degradation 
we will turn into, in Orwell’s 
words:  “A nation of warriors and 
fanatics, marching forward in 
perfect unity, all thinking the same 
thoughts and shouting the same 
slogans, perpetually working, 
fighting, triumphing, perse-
cuting—three hundred million 
people all with the same face.” 

When I started school at KO, 
it felt like a foreign country to me 
and my adjustment to this new 
setting started with learning to act 
and dress the same way my class-

mates did. Not only did I do this, but 
many other new students did, thus 
turning us into slightly different 
variations of the same thing. 

Stereotypes bring about a set 
of controlled thoughts that apply 
pressure to either reject or accept 
the way a person’s race or gender 
is seen in modern-day society. 

As we go through life, we 
are met with the standards of 
what it means to be black, white, 
Hispanic, a woman, a man, etc. 

We are told how we should 
act according to our gender or 
race and that if we do follow those 
standards that we will only ever be 
our race or gender, but if we don’t 
follow them, we aren’t enough to be 
classified as black or as a woman. 

In our society today “We do 
not merely destroy our enemies; we 
change them” (Orwell). Instead of 
trying to push someone away, we 
get rid of who they are mentally by 
changing the way they act or feel. 

In “1984” the protago-
nist, Winston, is brainwashed by 
O’Brien, a member of the inner 
party, to agree with and support 
the party even though what they are 
doing is wrong. Instead of sending 

him away, Winston is modified to 
accommodate the society the part 
wants. The insecurities and stereo-
types that control our lives are 
taught to us and affect the way we 
think and act, sometimes resulting 
in dangerous and extreme measures 
being taken to ease the pain. 

None of us are born thinking 
down on ourselves, other races, or 
other genders; we are taught to 
think that way. Pouring negative 
thoughts about an adolescent into 
their mind forces them to constantly 
try to look, feel, or act differently. 

This environment and way 
of living settle mental illness 
right into adolescents’ brains. 
Throughout “1984” Orwell depicts 
Winston struggling with having 
to go against what he knows is 
right, to abide by the party’s rules. 

Adolescents today encounter 
similar struggles and “when a 
struggle proves too much for 
them to handle, teens often adopt 
dangerous coping mechanisms, 
such as disorderly eating or 
substance abuse, which in reality 
only make things worse, and in 
extreme cases may even be lethal,” 
according to Psychology Today. 

The same way that Winston 
goes against the Party to follow 
his love, Julia, adolescents will 
result to extreme measures to 
escape the pain of the controlled 
thoughts placed into their minds. 

So, we need to think 
about what our social media, 

hurtful comments, and societal 
norms have done to our society 
and the future of our country. 

We cannot continue in this 
state of despair. If we don’t take 
action to change what is put out 
into the world and what is put 
into our minds, we will end up in 
1984, unable to think for ourselves. 
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The impact of modern horror movies
by Madeleine Pelletier ‘20

When people think of 
horror movies, they often think 
of low budget movies with cheap 
jump scares or overly violent 
scenes with blood and gore. 

Most people are unwilling 
to subject themselves to a 
horror movie because they 
think the experience will be 
scary and generally unpleasant. 

I understand that horror 
movies aren’t for everyone, but 
in my opinion, horror movies are 
some of the most intelligently 
made and interesting movies 
to come out of Hollywood.  

Hor ro r  mov ie s  have 
come a long way since the era 
of “Psyco” and “The Birds.” 

For one, the CGI of these 
movies has greatly improved, 
making horror movies more 
realistic and, therefore, scarier. 

I  find that the closer 
horror movies resemble real 
l i fe,  the scarier  they are. 

Hor ro r  mov ie s  have 
also become more nuanced 
i n  m o r e  r e c e n t  y e a r s . 

There are fewer movies 
now about an innocent family that 

moves into an obviously haunted 
house or a creepy kid who sees 
ghosts. Storylines have become 
more complex and aim to rattle a 
deeper part of the viewer’s mind. 

Here  are  a  few tha t 
s t a n d  o u t  i n  m y  m i n d :

An example of a horror 

There are fewer 
movies now about 
an innocent family 
that moves into an 
obviously haunted 
house or a creepy 
kid who sees 
ghosts.

movie that tackles social issues 
is “Get Out” by Jordan Peele, 
which received a lot of praise 
and won an Academy Award for 
Best Original Screenplay in 2017. 

“Get Out” is a movie that 
depicts a black man’s unnerving 
visit to his white girlfriend’s 

house where her parents begin 
acting strangely around him and 
the situation escalates quickly. 

The movie is a satirical 
and thrilling film that depicts an 
extreme form of racism that is 
unnerving for the viewer. Peele’s 
most recent work “Us,” although 
not as impactful as “Get Out,” in 
my opinion, is another film that is 
smart in the way that it delivers 
scares and leaves the audience 
with an urge to find meaning in 
the symbols and themes of the film. 

Both of Peele’s films are 
extremely difficult to unravel and 
are packed with subtext, making 
them by far superior to any Chucky 
movie that people usually think of 
when they think of horror movies. 

“A Quiet Place” is another 
thrilling film that came out in 
2017 and earned a lot of praise. 
The film is brilliantly directed 
by John Krasinski and is eerily 
quiet with minimal spoken 
dialogue. Krasinski making the 
choice to almost completely take 
away the audience’s sense of 
hearing is an intelligent choice 
because it makes the audience 
feel vulnerable and slightly 
uncomfortable from the start. 

“A Quiet  Place” also 
doubles as a movie about a 
loving family trying to survive 
in a dangerous environment. 

With both of these aspects 
shining in the movie, “A Quiet 
Place” is an example of how 
horror movies are becoming 
more dynamic and innovative. 

    The 2018 film “Hereditary” 
directed by Ari Aster is yet another 
horror film in recent years that is 
breaking boundaries and changing 
how we view the horror genre. 

Although “Hereditary” 
contains seemingly normal horror 
movie tropes like a troubled 
family, a weird kid, and a myste-
rious grandma, the way in which 
Aster maneuvers through these 
themes is stunning and new. 

An unexpected event 
happens a t  the  beginning 
which leads the family to 
begin spiraling into madness.

It’s never clear whether 
events are truly taking place or if 
they are conjurings of the char-
acter’s crippling mental state. 

This leaves the viewer with 
a constant sense of uneasiness and 
doubt in the character’s motives. 
This one really sticks in your mind 

and it initially impressed me how 
terrified I became by small move-
ments or shifts in the camera angle. 

I will warn that “Heredi-
tary” is a truly terrifying movie 
and that’s coming from a self-
proclaimed horror movie fanatic. 

Horror movies are more 
important to our culture and society 
than most people think. These films 
were made to deal with our deepest 
darkest fears as humans which 
tend to revolve around death. 

It’s interesting to see the 
shift in the horror movie genre 
to encapsulate relevant issues in 
our world like racial discrimina-
tion and tackle these issues with 
creativity, rather than using the 
same predictable plots of the past. 

Sometimes art should be 
dark. We live in an anxious time 
where we need an outlet to deal with 
these feelings, and I believe that 
horror movies are the perfect outlet. 

H o r r o r  m o v i e s  g i v e 
us insight into what we are 
truly scared of, which I think 
is important for us to know. 

If you gained nothing else 
from this article, please take my 
horror movie recommendations 
and enjoy them this Halloween!

Why schools should reform learning
by Olivia Reynolds ‘22

During your application 
process for KO, the words college 
prep school probably came up. 

In fact, it was probably one 
of the things that enticed you to 
come here. In those three words 
is an implication: the courses are 
harder, the schedule is busier, 
the grading is tougher. After all, 
that’s why you pay 40K a year 
to go here, right? To be prepared 
for college, and for life beyond. 

That’s why every grade level 
gets just a little more difficult, and 
it’s not because the teachers are 
mean; it’s because they just want 
you to do well in college... right? 

The only way to 
find your true 
passion is to 
explore as many 
different areas as 
possible. 

I’m just here to ask a simple ques-
tion: Why? How did school transi-
tion from a place students felt lucky 
to attend every day, to prepare them 
for life beyond academics, to a 
place many students dread walking 
into every day because of stress, 
overwork, and sleep deprivation?

 To be clear, I don’t intend 
to say the flaws in the system 
are a product of how KO is 
run, nor do I mean to deny 
that receiving an education is 
a privilege I am lucky to have. 

I’m saying in many ways, the 
educational system has lost sight 
of what should be its true focus.

This summer,  my AP 
Biology teacher told us that 
staying curious was the key to 
being successful on the AP exam. 
At Commencement last year, my 
advisor told the student body to 
follow their core happy while 
pursuing their passions. The only 

In 2016, nearly 
two-thirds of 
college students 
reported over-
whelming anxiety, 
according to a 
PEW survey.

way to find your true passion is to 
explore as many different areas 
as possible. This should be what 
students associate when they 
think of school: the place they 
go to foster their curiosity and 
find their passion, where discover 
their dream job and learn how 
to be successful in adulthood. 

Contrary to popular opinion, 
I think you have a grasp of what 
type of person you are (academi-
cally) by freshman year of high 
school. Personally, I don’t like 
math. I haven’t liked it since letters 
got involved, and I don’t expect that 
to change in the foreseeable future. 

Yet I have to take math 
through senior year instead of 
exploring an area that has begun 
to intrigue me more: physical and 
social sciences. Why am I doing 
this? Because four years of math 
looks good on your transcript. 

But I should be able to 
explore the things I enjoy without 
fear of being rejected by my 
ideal college. Additionally, the 
laser focus on grades is not even 
contained to high school anymore.

 My six year old sister comes 
home from school telling me that 
she had a math test that day, the 
results of which are posted on her 
PowerSchool account. Yes, you 
read that correctly. PowerSchool 
accounts in first grade, before most 
kids can even tie their shoes. Not 
only is this completely ridiculous, it 
teaches kids to associate tests with 
anxiety from a very young age. 

This anxiety just compounds 
with age. It’s furthered by the 
(what seems like) inevitable 
poking of your arm and some-
body whispering “what’d you 
get?” in your ear. In 2016, nearly 

Contrary to 
popular opinion, 
I think you have a 
grasp of what type 
of person you are 
(academically) by 
freshman year of 
high school.
two-thirds of college students 
reported overwhelming anxiety, 
according to a PEW survey. 

This is hardly a surprise, as 
they’re burned out from feeling 
that same stress and anxiety since 
they were literally five years old. 

Many students, including 
myself, don’t even find tests to be the 
most effective method of learning. 

I’m not going to pretend that 
they can be completely eradicated; 
in fact, I think they are necessary 
in a fair amount of situations. 

However,  there could 
be some changes made in the 
way they are administered. 

Recently, I’ve heard of 
classes only having one or two 
grades comprising the entire 
marking period. This means if 
you mess up once, you’re out 
for the rest of the semester. 

I’m sure that knowing half of 
your grade lies in one assessment 
doesn’t do much to alleviate the 
test-taking anxiety many students 
feel. What is there to lose by giving 
students multiple assessments and 
offering alternative ways for them 
to show their knowledge? Another 
problem to be addressed is the 
growing resentment of reading 
among students. Many students 
feel that the literature selected to be 
read in school is not relevant to our 
culture or life today. The time spent 
on analysis of books for school 
often leaves little or no time to read 
for pleasure, giving students virtu-
ally no way to enjoy the activity.

 Reading aids in develop-
ment into a well-rounded person, as 
it exposes you to different vocabu-
lary, writing styles, and situations. 

A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e 
many more flaws in the educa-
tional system, these are the 
ones that have become pain-
fully obvious to me recently. 

The takeaway from this 
is that schools have lost their 
true focus: setting students 
up to succeed in life by intro-
ducing them to their true passion. 

If this goal could become 
the heart of school again, many 
secondary  problems  such 
as anxiety, stress, and sleep 
deprivation would be cured.A pile of strapped math, English, and history books that people don’t use anymore. Photo courtesy of Google Photos. 
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Travis is No. 1 Joker: ‘Why so serious?’
“Highest in the Room” 

was released on Oct. 4 and 
debuted at the No. 1 spot atop 
the Billboard Hot 100. This is 
Travis Scott’s second Hot 100 
No. 1 after his hit song “Sicko 
Mode” was released in 2018.

It doesn’t surprise me that 
the song debuted at No. 1 due 
to its massive anticipation. Ever 
since Travis Scott released his 
album “Astroworld” in 2018, he 
has become one of the biggest 
names in the Hip-Hop and Rap 
music industry. Scott’s signature 
trap bounce, echoing vocals, and 
memorable melodies are the very 
reasons why he has such a big name. 
“Highest in the Room” for sure 
lives up to Scott’s distinct sound 
but it also leaves me wanting more.

There is no question that 
“Highest in the Room” is an irre-
sistible song just like any song 
Travis Scott releases. The song 
opens with psychedelic like trap 
sounds accompanied by quiet 
guitar chords. The sound of the 
opening reminded me a lot of 
the psychedelic sounds of the 
songs “Stargazing” and “Butterfly 
Effect” off of Scott’s album “Astro-
world.” I almost had to check if I 
had accidently played a song off 
of “Astroworld.” The opening 
was a let down. I was antici-
pating Scott to create or at least 
explore new sounds that we have 
not yet heard from him. Besides 
my anticipations being wrong, 
I still was able to find different 
aspects of the song memorable. 

Travis Scott was able to 
seamlessly create verses that 

establish a compelling melodic 
flow. “She fill my mind up with 
ideas. I’m the highest in the 
room,” Scott obscurely sings. 

At first I found the lyrics 
and overall flow of the song very 
engaging and enjoyable. Scott 
also adds in his signature lyrical-
like punctuation at the ends of 
his verses as he yells things like 
“Let’s go,” “Straight up!”, and 
“Outta here.” These punctuations 
might sound odd to read in print, 
but they add a layer of dynamics to 
the sound, which it for sure needs.

As the song progresses, 
Scott does not choose to change 
up his dynamics nor the accom-
panying beats and instrumentals. 

In return, the song begins 
to feel slow and seems like it is 
going nowhere. So I was happily 
surprised when Scott teased a beat 
switch-up at the end of the song. 

Nearing the end, the beats 
of the song begin to transition; 
piano chords lead into techno-like 
organ chords that overpower the 
trap based melody. This moment 
in the song felt like the big tran-
sition I was waiting for but it 
simply left me wanting more. 

I will give this to Travis 
Scott, he was able to create a song 
that sticks to his distinct sound. I 
also question if Scott is going to try 
to develop new sounds and genres 
in his music or simply stay as a 
one-dimensional hip-hop artist. 
Personally, I just think the antici-
pation for this song was a bit too 
much for what it delivered in the 
end. Most Travis Scott fans are 
probably not disappointed with 
the song but are left searching 
for what new sounds he is going 

by Joey Fago ’20

The new film, “The Joker,” 
directed by Todd Philips made a big 
impact on society as cultural norms 
are defined throughout the movie. 

Although only gaining the 
rating of 68 percent on Rotten 
Tomatoes, most say Joaquin 
Phoenix will win an Oscar for 
his performance as the Joker.  

Within a few days of 
opening, the film won the 
Golden Lion Award, presented 
at the Venice Film Festival. 

The movie was rated R 
due to the  bloody violence, 
disturbing behavior, language 
and  br ie f  sexual  images .

The movie is about a man 
named Arthur Fleck who takes 
care of his mom and has a low 
paying job. Overtime, he gets 

by Aakash Gunturu ’22

bullied, harassed, and becomes 
lonely which turn him into the 
Joker we know today. He even 
gets called onto a talk show just 
to get made fun of even more. 

After the movie was released, 
lots of controversy sparked about 

the safety of people and how 
others break cultural norms. These 
“others” in today’s society are 
compared to school shooters, drug 
dealers, and other threats to the 
world. People started to get scared 
of the world they live in today. 

“It’s a good thing that 
people are being forced to 
confront evil in Joker,” Phoenix 
said in a Vanity Fair interview. 

He bel ieves the cure 
to stop evils in the modern 
world starts by scaring them 
away from turing into the evil. 

Scaring people from evil 
prevents them from becoming evil. 

In the film, Fleck is said 
to have a mental illness which 
causes him to go crazy. Most 
people disagree as they think he is 
just a psychopath whose tensions 
got aggravated living in modern 
day world and being harrassed. 

“I used to think my life was 
a tragedy,” Fleck says sinisterly, 
“but now I realize it’s a comedy” 

This quote was a stand 
out in the trailer and the 
movie. It talks about his life 
before and after the Joker and 
how it can happen to anyone. 

These ideas from the 
movie are scaring people all 
around the world as anyone 
c a n  b e c o m e  t h e  J o k e r. 

The slightest teasing can set 
off a person to do horrible things. 

Due to this, in a way 
we are all “others” in society. 
These “others” could one day 
rise up to be the greatest man to 
live or they could become like 
Fleck and throw it all the way. 

All Fleck wanted before 
his change was some respect. He 

was a clown for hire who twirled 
a sign on the street and went 
to a hospital to cheer up kids. 

He made kids smile, dance, 
and laugh, and all he gets back 
from that is being harassed. 

T h e  r e a l  c r i m i -
na l s  a re  the  people  tha t 
bullied him, in this case, us.

We, privileged people, were 
the reason why Fleck turned into 
the Joker. This can relate to today 
as well; being harassed and bullied 
can lead to a horrible depressed life.

Hopefully,  the sequel 
will be released, and we will 
see Phoenix play the Joker 
again. It will be another thought 
provoking film in order to make 
us think about our actions.

This movie gives the 
viewer lots to think about. It’s 
meant to be a movie based on a 
comic series, but actually talks 
about politics and how people 
are treated today, It allows us to 
become better people and think 
about what we do before doing it. 

 He believes the 
cure to stop evils 
in the modern 
world starts by 
scaring them 
away from turing 
into the evil.

These “others” 
could one day 
rise up to be the 
greatest man to 
live or they could 
become like Fleck 
and throw it all 
the way. 

How important is your privacy to you?
Do you know you’re being 

watched all the time? Of course you 
do. You’ve heard it a million times 
from everyone, but what have you 
done about it? Probably nothing 
because it’s not very evident; and 
if it was clear, would that change 
what you do about it? Probably not. 

Because deep down you 
don’t care about your privacy 
and would rather scroll through 
Facebook without worrying 
about someone watching you. 

You really don’t care if 
Siri or Alexa is listening to your 
conversation, because you’d 
rather ask them your quick 
questions than use Google. 

This constant surveillance is 
extremely evident in the dystopian 
world of George Orwell’s “1984,” 
in which citizens’ every move-
ment and words are monitored 
by the government, Big Brother, 
illustrating how lack of privacy 
instills fear, leading to power. 

Citizens of Oceania, the 
fictional country where Big 
Brother rules, are always being 
watched by the Thought Police 
through large telescreens. 

As Orwell describes, “The 
telescreen received and trans-
mitted simultaneously. Any sound 
Winston made, above the level 
of a very low whisper, would be 

picked up by it. Moreover, so 
long as he remained within the 
field of vision which the metal 
plaque commanded, he could be 
seen as well as heard. There was 
of course no way of knowing 
whether you were being watched 
at any given moment. How often, 
or on what system, the Thought 

by Luv Kataria ’20

Would we stop 
texting knowing 
that our texts are 
being read? No, 
because we don’t 
care and like to 
text and communi-
cate with others. 
Police plugged in on any indi-
vidual wire was guesswork.”

Similar to the telescreens, 
the cameras all around us are 
watching us. I’m not talking 
about security cameras, but our 
laptop and phone cameras, and 
like the screens, we never know 
who’s watching us when. We 
just know that there’s a POSSI-
BILITY that someone is watching 
us stream Netflix or write an op-ed. 

There’s an entire business for 

webcam covers; we’ve probably 
tried them at some point, but then 
stopped because they look bad. 

So, what do we do with 
the knowledge that we’re being 
watched? Nothing because 
honestly nobody really minds 
it. This is mimicked with house-
hold speakers, like Alexa and 
Google Home. They are acti-
vated by keywords, which 
means that they are always 
listening, but do we really care? 

These tools are really conve-
nient and helpful to our daily lives, 
so would we sacrifice convenience 
to secure privacy? If anything, the 
surveillance is more of a security 
system, which makes sure no one is 
discussing anything harmful. This 
is similar to “1984,” where citi-
zens are fine as long as they follow 
laws, but are being surveilled 
if they do anything illegal. For 
example, cell phones don’t really 
exist in “1984,” but citizens can 
communicate through letters 
which are read for illegal activity. 

Orwell writes, “By a routine 
that was not even secret, all letters 
were opened in transit. Actually, 
few people ever wrote letters. For 
the messages that it was occasion-
ally necessary to send, there were 
printed postcards with long lists 
of phrases, and you struck out 
the ones that were inapplicable.”

The only difference from our 

world and “1984” is that we have 
much more power to change rules 
we disagree with and are mostly 
free to do whatever we desire. 

Nevertheless, the lack of 
privacy in “1984” is openly evident, 
and it is clear that the government 
wants complete control, making 
sure citizens don’t rebel against the 
Party. Today, the lack of privacy 
is hidden, but we have much more 
control over what we message 
each other. Just like in “1984,” 
our government is monitoring 
to make sure no one is dealing 
weapons or dangerous materials. 

Once again, would we stop 
texting knowing that our texts 
are being read? No, because 
we don’t care and like to text 
and communicate with others. 

Similarly, have you ever 
been online shopping and then 
seen advertisements about those 
searches all over the web? Or 
have you searched something up 
on Facebook or Instagram and seen 
ads about that all over your feed? 
You probably have, and also know 
that your information on these plat-
forms isn’t private. But that doesn’t 
mean you’ll stop using these plat-
forms, would you rather give up 
your “social life” or your privacy? 

On top of that, these plat-
forms are so addictive, if we try 
to stop using them due to privacy 
reasons, it’ll be close to impossible. 

This uncaring for our privacy 
is clearly evident when we sign 
terms and conditions. These poli-
cies about the sharing of private 
information are probably written in 
these terms, but when do we ever 
bother to read these terms? Never. 

You think this is because of 
your trust in the company, but deep 
down you know it’s because you 
just don’t care what it has to say 
and sign it, saving time as well. 

Christopher Hope writes 
about this saying, “Facebook can 
gain direct access to a person’s 
mobile and take pictures or make 
videos at any time without explicit 
consent, MPs warn as they call on 
social media companies to simplify 
their terms and conditions.” 

However, even if the terms 
and conditions were simplified and 
clearly stated for say, “We gain 
access to fully view your profile,” 
would you still sign it? You prob-
ably would, because you want to 
be connected to your “friends.”

We know our world is 
similar to that of 1984, but 
our laws are much more flex-
ible and surveillance is hidden. 

In both worlds, the surveil-
lance is there for security 
measures, and deep down we can 
pretend to care that we’re being 
watched, but at the end of the 
day we know we would rather 
prefer convenience to privacy.
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Netflix Original, ‘Tall Girl’ falls short
by Shreeya Chalikonda ’21

The recent release of “Tall 
Girl” a Netflix original, has 
brought nothing but controversy 
and became a huge internet meme 
within days. Released on Sept. 13, 
2019, the movie revolves around 
the life of a 16-year-old girl, 
Jodi, who is 6’2” and wears size 
13 Nikes. MEN’S size 13 Nikes.  

    Jodi has been unusually tall 
her entire life, and she is constantly 
being made fun of about her height. 

She has a friend named 
D u n k l e m a n ,  w h o  a l w a y s 
carries around a crate (which 
will come into play later), 
and he is in love with Jodi. 

He has asked her out 
many times, but every time Jodi 
shrugs it off because Dunkl-
eman is much shorter than her. 

Then comes in this new 
exchange student from Sweden, 
Stig, who is the epitome of Jodi’s 
dream boyfriend. Hot and tan, with 
long hair, and most importantly, he 

is taller than Jodi! Jodi really likes 
him and wants him to notice her but 
is told by her sister that the way she 
dresses will not catch his attention. 

Once Jodi gets so jealous 
about other girls hanging out 
with him, she decides to have 
her sister give her a makeover. 

The digital age and social media    
by Jada Asapokhai ’23

Growing up in the digital age 
has many benefits. As a population, 
we are more connected than ever, 
and in platforms like YouTube, 
there’s been a recent uprising in a 
new type of connection: relatability. 

Popular YouTubers like 
Shane Dawson Emma Chamber-
lain, and Hannah Meloche have 
made the notion that they, all 
varying degrees of millionaire, are, 
in fact, just like us, regular civilians. 

They go online and say the 
same droning monologue about 
how they “have no friends” and 
are “actually really poor,” but 
their mansions beg to differ. 

However, people really 
fall for it, and these YouTu-
bers are capitalizing off it. 

In fact, this phenomena has 
extended beyond YouTube, and 
into the realm of big media corpo-
rations, like our beloved Netflix. 

I, like many other hip 
Gen-Z’ers, am following Netflix 

on Instagram, mostly to keep 
up with any new “Stranger 
Things 4” and “Black Mirror” 
related things, but lately, I’ve 

Stig gets into a relationship 
with the most popular girl at school, 
Kimmy, and when people find out 
that Jodi likes Stig, Kimmy prank 
calls Jodi pretending to be Stig 
and asking her to homecoming. 

Jodi says yes, only to realize 
it was people in her grade pranking 
her, and while hiding from them 
at school she goes into the music 
room only to find Stig sitting 
there at the piano. So of course, 
they sing a duet because what else 
would they do? Jodi’s mission 

is complete, Stig noticed her. 
While Jodi is struggling at 

school, her father is trying to help 
her as best as he can. He is worried 
that her height is a symptom of a 
medical disorder that could hurt her 
in the future. All he wants to do is 
help his daughter with her height, 
but he goes about it very poorly. 

Stig invites a group of 
tall people to have a meeting 
at their house in order for Jodi 
to meet other people like her. 

J o d i  d i s l i k e s  t h i s 
because it insinuates that she 
is different and all she wants 

to do is be normal and fit in. 
Finally, she works up 

the courage to ask Stig to be 
her date to her sister’s pageant. 
And he doesn’t  show up. 

Stig then at a party pretends 
that Jodi is chasing after him and 
she has an unrequited love for him. 

She finds out about this and 
then also finds out that Dunkleman 
was also at the party and punched 
Stig for saying those things. At 
their homecoming dance when Stig 
and Kimmy get named king and 

queen, Stig breaks up with Kimmy, 
realizing he wanted to be with Jodi. 

A furious Jodi however 
finally comes to the conclusion 
that Stig is not right for her, and 
she wasn’t waiting around for 
him. So when Stig asks Jodi to 
be his girlfriend, she says no.

At the very end, Jodi real-
izes that Dunkleman was in front 
of her all along and that he actually 
cared for her. We finally find out 
what he needed the crate for as he 
stands on it to kiss Jodi. How cute.

However, the story is so 
boring. It’s the same as every single 

Netflix original. The only differ-
ence is that the minority targeted 
in this one is the tall girl population 
(if that’s even a thing). It seemed 
like Netflix ran out of ideas. 

They had also been adver-
tising the movie so much. It was all 
over their Instagram feed before it 
came out, and every time I opened 
Netflix the trailer was playing. 

The movie also raised a lot 
of controversies specifically about 
how Jodi feels as though her life 
has ended because of her height. 

The famous line from the movie, 
“You think your life is hard? I’m 
a high school junior wearing size 
13 Nikes. Men’s size 13 Nikes. 

Beat that” rapidly became 
a meme. Especially on Tik Tok, 
many people were posting videos 
“beating her” in their struggles. 

Like for example, one 
girl was saying that her parents 
died when she was three, but 
she wears size seven women’s 
Nikes so her life is blessed. 

I personally find this movie 
the worst that Netflix has EVER 
released. They have gotten to the 

Jodi, played by Ava Michelle, looms over the rest of the cast of “Tall Girl.” Photo courtesy of Google Images. 

 It’s the same 
as every single 
Netflix original 
the only differ-
ence is that the 
minority targeted 
in this one is the 
tall girl popula-
tion (if that’s even 
a thing).

 And the stereo-
type that tall girls 
can’t date short 
guys is the root of 
toxic masculinity.

point where they’re taking off 
all the good shows and movies 
and replacing them with literal 
trash. I’m sorry, but how is 
being a tall girl that difficult? 

While I understand how 
she feels when people are making 
fun of her, she’s only 6’2”. The 
weather can’t be different four 
inches above everybody else’s 
heads. It’s not something she can 

change, and she’s going to have to 
live with it her entire life, so she 
should not make a big deal out of it. 

And the stereotype that 
tall girls can’t date short guys 
is the root of toxic masculinity. 

The reason guys think 
they need to be taller is because 
of girls like Jodi who won’t date 
them if they are shorter than her. 

Overall, I am disappointed 
in Netflix’s ability to create better 
content. It’s like they all sat 
around a table trying to decide 
what the minority target of the 
next movie would be and some 

We are more 
connected than 
ever, and in 
platforms like 
YouTube, there’s 
been a recent 
uprising in a new 
type of connec-
tion: relatability.

In passing, I’ve 
noticed that most 
people like to hear 
someone else tell 
them about them-
selves, but not in 
person because 
then, it hits 
different.
been on strictly business mode. 

About a week ago, I went on 
to Netflix and randomly selected 
a post with the picture of David 
Corensewet from the new show 
“The Politician” to suss out what 

Netflix had to “say” about it. 
The post had a rather 

quirky caption with the simple 
statement “He’s got my vote” 
and at first I was like “Ha, ha! 
Same!” but I quickly realized I 
was sharing a laugh with a bot. 

In that sobering moment of 
realization, I thought to myself, 
“Are all of their posts like this?” 
and soon confirmed that, yes, 
all their posts are like that. 

Almost all the captions 
include the word “I” and 
“me” and if I didn’t know any 
better, I’d have thought it was 
a fan account or something. 

But no, it was Netflix, the 
same Netflix who recently raised 
the price of all of their plans (yaaay) 
and is the world’s seventh-largest 
internet company by revenue. 

I then contemplated the 
idea of who exactly was behind 
this million dollar company by 
day, meme account by night deal. 
Was it Reed Hastings, the CEO, 
was he secretly an edgy teen who 

also “stands” Noah Centeineo? 
Cole Sprouse, like so many fan 
theories support? Or was it just 
some random person who was 

bored and hacked Netflix, and 
Netflix is too busy rolling in their 
millions to realize? Whoever 
or whatever  it is, it’s working. 

In passing, I’ve noticed 
that most people like to hear 

someone else tell them about 
themselves, but not in person 
because then, it hits different. 

I guess it’s just one of those 
weird human things, and Netflix is 
feeding that desire to see your own 
thoughts, or at least what they think 
are your own thoughts, projected 
onto a screen, so you too can have 
that “Ha, ha! Same!” moment. 

And this isn’t just a Netflix 
thing, either. Instagram and Twitter 
accounts of companies such as 
Buzzfeed, Paper Magazine, and 
my personal favorite, the SunnyD 
official Twitter account, are all 
using this marketing tactic too, 
and from what I can see, it’s gener-
ally well received by the targeted 
demographic, the lit youths. 

In the end, checking out 
these pages was a positive expe-
rience, but I give this strategy of 
publicity a 9/10, because while 
I don’t want to admit it, I can 
definitely see myself finding 
it redundant and ultimately 
annoying in the very far future.

I am disappointed 
in Netflix’s ability 
to create better 
content.
random guy decided that tall girls 
would be a fun one and they actu-
ally thought it was a good idea. 

In what world is that a 
good idea?! Obviously not ours 
as the movie was a complete flop.

I  r e c o m m e n d  y o u 
watch i t  just  to  see how 
horrible it is and laugh along. 
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Spongebob musical makes a splash
by Stella Risinger ’22

“It”: back and bigger than ever
by Shreeya Chalikonda ’21

While I might be biased 
writing a review on “IT” and 
“IT Chapter Two”, I think it is 
safe to say that both were very 
well made and entertaining. 

Both are based on the 
Stephen King novel “It” (which 
is a very long but highly recom-
mended read. You will not regret 
it). “IT” was released in 2017 
as a remake of Tommy Lee 
Wallace’s 1990 horror minise-
ries. “IT Chapter Two,” the sequel 
to the first movie which focused 
on the second half of the book, 
was released in September 2019. 

First off, I was so excited 
about this next movie. In the first 
one, we got to really connect 
with the characters, but in the 
second one, when they’re all 
grown up, there is more room 
for character development, and 
we see the different sides of 
each character. Also seeing the 
kids grow up in seperate lives 
and then come together in the 
second movie is very satisfying.

 So, obviously, I was first in 
line on opening night to see the next 
installment. And it was so worth it. 

The first movie took place 
in 1988 when the Losers, which 
is what the main characters (Bill 
Denbrough, Beverly Marsh, 
Ben Hanscom, Richie Tozier, 
Stanley Uris, Mike Hanlon, and 
Eddie Kaspbrak) called them-
selves when they were all kids. 

In the town of Derry, 
Maine, there were a series of 
kidnappings and murders of chil-
dren and just unfortunate events 

that happened every 27 years. 
This was caused by the 

entity called “It.” It didn’t 
have a name because it took 
a different shape for different 
people based on their fears. 

It’s main form however 
that is portrayed in the movie is a 
clown, played by Bill Skarsgård. 

If you think he does a good 
job in the first movie playing 
Pennywise the clown, just watch 
the second one; he is phenomenal. 

So at the end of the first 
movie, the Losers “defeat” It, or 
at least they think they did. This 
sets up for the next installment 
which starts off in 2016 with the 
witnessed murder of Adrian Mellon 
by Pennywise after homophobic 
teenagers push him off a bridge. 

Mike Hanlon, the only one 
of the Losers left in Maine after 
catching wind of Pennywise’s 
return, calls the other Losers to 
try to bring them back to Derry. 

Unfortunately, Stanly Uris 
hears of the return of the clown, 
freaks out, then commits suicide. 

When they all come back, 
Mike finally tells them that Penny-
wise is back and the Losers are torn.

 They all want to go 
back home and forget about it. 
However, then the memories 
come rushing back and they had 
made a promise to stop it for 
good so they are going to try. 

I won’t spoil the end for 
you, but it’s very well made, 
and I did shed a few tears. With 
improved technology compared 
to the older version in 1990, the 
special effects are so much better. 

In the second one, they 

had to up the scare factor, and 
their editing was so good. 

I was genuinely terri-
fied at some part and that is 
saying a lot because I don’t think 
horror movies are that scary. 

Also, the jump scares are 
killer. So much better in the second 
movie compared to the first. 

The other thing I love about 
these movies is the characters 
themselves. Especially the kids, 
who are played by actors and 
an actress my age, are so funny. 

While the movies are scary, 
they also have a comedic touch on 
it. For example, Eddie Kaspbrack, 
the germaphobe on steroids, is 
always making funny comments 
about how dirty everything is, and 
he carries around a fanny pack with 
a bunch of medicine and his inhaler. 

The language is slightly 
explicit, but it’s even funnier 
when the kids come face to face 
with Pennywise and they’re spit-
ting out curses and freaking out. 

T h e  m o v i e s  a l s o 
have a tiny bit of romance 
in them if you enjoy that. 

There is a love triangle 
between three of the characters: 
Beverly likes Bill, but Ben is 
obsessed and clearly loves Beverly. 

In the first movie, Ben is 
a chubby little kid who could 
never get the girl compared 
to Bill, but then in the second 
movie he gets taller, skinner, and 
much better looking in general 
and ends up getting the girl.

If you couldn’t already tell, 
I’m obsessed with “IT” and “IT 
Chapter Two,” and they should 
be on your movies to watch list.

On Friday, Oct. 4, my mom, 
little brother, and I went to go 
see “The SpongeBob Musical” 
at the Bushnell. I must say, I am 
no expert on anything Broadway, 
but I do enjoy going to shows 
at the Bushnell and listening to 
musical soundtracks. My top three 
favorites are “Come from Away,” 
“Les Miserables,” and “Rent.” 

But, more importantly, I 
have been watching “SpongeBob” 
for what feels like forever, and I 
thoroughly enjoyed the way 
classic “SpongeBob” charac-
ters, jokes, and references were 
incorporated into the musical. 

Right off the bat, Patchy the 
Pirate goes on stage yelling about 
how he is SpongeBob’s biggest 
fan, and once he is dragged away 
by security, the show begins 
with the classic narrator’s voice, 
welcoming you to Bikini Bottom. 

The cast comes on stage 
one by one and are introduced 
by the narrator. First Spongebob, 
followed by Gary, Patrick, 
Squidward, Sandy Cheeks, Mr. 
Krabs, Pearl, Larry the Lobster, 
Plankton, Karen, and other 
iconic “SpongeBob” characters. 

I found the costume design 
not only funny, but clever, as 
it was clear which actor was 

who even though they were 
not wearing full fish costumes. 

I  h igh ly  r ecommend 
Googling pictures of the cast so 
you will see what I mean. The 
actors themselves talked, laughed, 
and walked just like the characters 
in the show did and sang beauti-
fully (especially Beau Bradshaw 
as Patrick and Méami Masze-
wski as Pearl, in my opinion). 

The set was simple with 
many common day objects 
and projections, but effec-
tive and modeled a lot of the 
styles seen in the TV show. 

One of the coolest parts 
of the show was that they had 
the man making all of the sound 

effects on stage, with his whole 
setup of objects that made all of 
the classic, cartoon noises from the 
show. His timing was impeccable.

The musical also included 
famous lines from the show like 
“Is mayonnaise an instrument?” 
which the audience enjoyed. 

Furthermore, and I might 
be digging too deep, but I 
thought that the musical tackled 
big topics and issues in a rather 
graceful way, as the musical 
was still a comedy, but I found 
myself having “ah-ha” moments. 

The most prominent one, 
in my opinion, happened as 
Plankton (played by a man with 
a slicked back, greasy ponytail, 

an eyepatch, and a green suit), 
and his computer wife Karen 
(who was played by Catlin Ort, 
dressed in silver, pulling around 
a computer that actually looked 
like Karen whose mouth moved 
and everything) were manipu-
lating the people of Bikini Bottom 
to raise funds for a machine that 
would save Bikini Bottom and 
evacuate the citizens; however, 
it was really part of an evil plan. 

Sandy tries to call him out 
on his plan using “science,” but 
Plankton manipulates the citizens 
(except Patrick and SpongeBob) 
into thinking that Sandy doesn’t 
belong because she is a mammal. 

Sandy begins hiding from 

the citizens and has a powerful 
solo as she looks at a graf-
fitied wall insulting mammals. 

I found it interesting that 
the main character disrespecting 
Sandy was old man Jenkins 
(who was a white actor), while 
Sandy was played by a black 
actress with a beautiful afro 
(which represented her helmet). 

Sandy also says she never 
fit in in Texas, as she was a 
female interested in science. 

Again, I might be digging 
too deep, and the casting 
might have been a coinci-
dence, but it ended up sending 
a powerful, important message. 

At the end of the musical, 
when Plankton’s plan is revealed 
to the citizens, they ask Sandy to 
forgive them for not believing her 
and ask her to stay in Bikini Bottom, 
where they can redeem themselves. 

There were other refer-
ences to real-world topics, like 
the mayor of bikini bottom 
talking about fake news, climate 
change’s effect on the oceans and 
more big, current topics/issues.

Overal l ,  this  musical 
was a delight, and I enjoyed 
seeing it with my little brother. 
Though there wasn’t much plot, 
the singing, dancing, acting, 
comedy, and appearance of 
the show made it enjoyable.“Spongebob Squarepants: The Broadway Muscial” Starring Beau Bradshaw, Meami Maszewski, Catlin Ort.

On Tuesday, Sept. 10, Apple 
released three new iPhones at the 
Fall Apple Special Event. Apple 
CEO, Tim Cook, unveiled the new 
iPhone 11, iPhone 11 Pro, and the 
iPhone 11 Pro Max. The iPhone 11 
compares to the iPhone XR which 
is a cheap and affordable option 
for the iPhone. The new iPhone 
11 costs slightly less than than 
its predecessor, and retailing at 
$699. The new phone is available 
in purple, yellow, green, black, 
white, and (Product)ᴿᴱᴰ. Both 
phones have a similar display with 
Liquid Retina HD display, Wide 
color display, True tone display, 
Haptic touch, and 3D touch. 

One  main  d i ffe rence 
between the two phones is with the 
outer design and shell. Although 
both phones have a glass and 
aluminum design, the new iPhone 
11 has a two meter water resistance 
for up to 30 minutes whereas the 
iPhone XR has one meter water 
resistance for up to 30 minutes. 

The XR had a single 12MP 
camera, and the 11 has dual 12MP 
Ultra Wide and Wide cameras. 
The 11 also has night mode, 
allowing photo captures during 
the night, as well as auto adjust-
ments and 2x optical zoom out. 

In general, the iPhone 11 has 
the upper hand with new enhance-
ments in photography, video 
recording, display, and water resis-
tance. The next phone released was 
the iPhone 11 Pro which is a step 
up from last years iPhone XS. 

The 11 Pro now comes in 
midnight green. The iPhone 11 

Pro retails at the same price as 
the iPhone XS which is $999. The 
XS has a 5.8’’ Super Retina HD 
display and the new 11 Pro has a 
5.8’’ Super Retina XDR display. 

The XDR display gives 
more brightness to the screen 
while keeping the same contrast 
and pixel resolution. The matte 
glass back in the 11 Pro is said to 
be the toughest material placed 
in an iPhone yet. Surrounded by 
the matte glass is a square bezel 
which contains the cameras. 

In the XS, there are Dual 
12MP Wide and telephoto cameras 
and there are Triple 12MP Ultra 
Wide, Wide, and Telephoto 
cameras with Night mode as 
well as 12MP camera with 4K 
video recording up to 60 fps. 

Needless to say, the 11 
Pro has the upper hand when it 
comes to cameras and record-
ings. For recording and other 
purposes, Apple has increased 
the battery life of the 11 Pro 
four hours more than the XS. 

The XS can be water 
resistant for 30 minutes up to 
two meters deep whereas the 
11 Pro can be water resistant or 
30 minutes up to four meters 
deep. Overall, the iPhone 11 
Pro outperforms the iPhone XS 
in photography, water resis-
tance, display, and phone design. 

The final phone that was 
released was the iPhone 11 Pro 
Max which compares to the iPhone 
XS Max from last years launch. 

T h e  i P h o n e  11  P r o 
Max is basically the iPhone 
11 Pro with a larger screen 
and a longer battery l ife.

Apple sets the bar high
by Aakash Gunturu ’22
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Margolis perfects her craft, skills at 
master class in New York City

With a zest for life, dancing 
under her desk, and a vibrant 
heart, junior Sadie Margolis is 
often seen around campus social-
izing with peers or on stage 
embracing her creative side. 

Over the course of Sadie’s 
past two years at Kingswood 
Oxford, she has thrown herself 
into various groups, some of which 
include Concert Choir, numerous 
selective choirs offered at KO, the 
new dance initiative run by the 
Director of Theatre Kyle Reyn-
olds, Student Government, and 
extracurricular activities in order 
to enhance her artistic talents. 

Sadie has been dancing 
since she was two years old, 
performing in tap, ballet, jazz, 
and hip hop. Outside of school, 
Sadie takes dance classes every 
day and has voice and acting 
lessons scattered throughout 
her busy week. Her excellence 
in these genres of performance 
was highlighted by her choice 
to participate in a Master Class 
located in New York City this fall. 

On Sunday, Sept. 29, Sadie 
headed into the Big Apple and 
attended Chryssie Whitehead’s 
Master Class. Sadie mentioned that 
she had done a summer program 
with Chryssie two years ago so 
she wasn’t going into it blindly. 

The Master Class was an 
all-day experience and ran from 
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The class 
started with journaling about how 

they were feeling. “Having not 
known anyone and being with older 
professionals by a decade, I had 
mixed emotions of being nervous 
and excited,” Sadie said.  

After journaling, they tran-
sitioned to dance, working on 

“across the floor,” which was where 
they went two at a time across 
the floor to work on technique. 

Sadie noted that Chryssie 
was super helpful in teaching her 
how to find her balance so she could 
then perform a triple pirouette. 

The group worked all 
together on the “Tick-Tock” 
d a n c e  f r o m  “ C o m p a n y. ” 
According to Sadie, the “Tick-
Tock” dance was a great acting 
piece and she found it enjoyable 
to tell a story through movement. 

Following the “Tick-Tock” 
dance, Sadie went right into 
singing. She sang “Pretty Funny” 
from “Dogfight.” “Chryssie really 
helped me find the truth in the 
song and made the stakes higher.” 

This experience taught 
Sadie all about performing in 
front of an audience and manipu-
lating the emotions of a crowd 
to give them an internal feeling. 

At the end of the day, Sadie 
connected with Chryssie to talk 
about how she had been to her 
summer program of Broadway 
Arts Community a couple of 
years ago. In this, Chryssie 
talked to Sadie about how 
much she had grown and would 
continue to in the years coming. 

“The whole process was so 
fun, having no pressure, and just 
learning and absorbing from other 
people, mentors, and learning 
new things about myself was 
so much fun,” Sadie reflected. 

She also mentioned that 
Chryssie is a huge inspira-
tion to her and she will always 
remember  Chryss ie’s  two 
sayings: “Practice makes prog-
ress” and “The joy is in the work.”  

Sadie has taken her exper-
tise back to KO where she is the 
co-captain of the dance program. 

Mr. Reynolds has been working 
to bring in a different choreog-
rapher each day of the week to 
teach students different aspects 
of dance. Sadie is a leader in 
this as she has gained a tremen-
dous amount of knowledge from 
her New York City experience. 

Through interviewing Mr. 
Reynolds, it was clear that he truly 
believes in Sadie. “She is truly a 
gem in every way,” he said. “She 
embodies what it means to have 
a hunger for the craft of musical 
theatre and she consistently gives 
a 110% to work in her craft.” 

Sadie was a student of Mr. 
Reynolds at the Greater Hartford 
Academy of the Arts before they 
both came to KO, so he knows what 
she’s capable of. Mr. Reynolds has 
high hopes for Sadie, “Long term, 
I hope that eventually, she can get 
a job where someone pays her 
to perform,” Mr. Reynolds said. 
“Short term I pray that she gets into 
a BFA musical theatre program.” 

Sadie is looking forward 
to seeing where this crazy and 
rewarding process will take her 
in the future. Some of her aspira-
tions include becoming a triple 
threat dancer, singer, actress, 
and performing on Broadway.

 She is confident that she 
can achieve these goals with 
hard work and time. We are all 
looking forward to watching 
Sadie advance with her artistic 
abilities and continue to improve 
in her techniques through her next 
two years at Kingswood Oxford. 

Junior Sadie Margolis practices her moves and develops new technique at a 
Master Class. Photo courtesy of Sadie Margolis ’21.

Coffeehouse a magical experience, an 
epic hit among the KO community

On Friday, Oct. 4, the first 
epic Coffeehouse of the year was 
held in the library. Students from 
the Upper School gathered to listen 
to their peers showcase their talents. 

The performances included 
spoken word poetry by senior 
Alyssa Pilecki and junior Evan 
Banning, an interpretive reading 
by junior Christina Lu, the reading 
of a play that she wrote by junior 
Snehaa Ram, as well as solos and 
duets from many talented students. 
A memorable performance was 
when juniors Henry Krieble and 
Eden Nenshati and senior James 
Ravalese performed the popular 
“Take Me Home Country Roads” 
inviting the audience to sing along. 

The emcees of this event 
were senior Ishaa Sohail and 
junior Emma Henry whose 
playful banter and charming tales 
made the evening more enjoyable.

 With the use of a spinner, 
people took turns spinning to 
land on categories like teacher 
tales, sibling stories, fun times 
in Tobati, middle school memo-
ries ,  and teenage t rauma. 

Some students shared 
their own stories, all of which 
were hilarious and entertaining. 
“I wanted to use a spinner so it 
would appear as though there 
was some context to the random 
stories I would be telling between 
acts,” said Emma. “I opened up 
the storytelling to the audience 
and I was surprised with how many 
people wanted to tell a story off 
the cuff. I’m really glad I brought 
the spinner because it was really 
fun hearing everyone’s stories.”

The plans for the event 
started early on in the year to 
decide on locations, decorations, 
and snacks. Although the set up 
was difficult, the outcome was 
well worth it. The library was 
dimly lit with fairy lights that 
surrounded the stage area that had 
a keyboard and a couple of chairs. 

The audience was arranged 
in rows facing the stage. Overall, 
the library had a very intimate 
feel that really contributed to 
the experience of Coffeehouse. 

 “I think Coffeehouses 
are very magical,” said senior 
Juanita Asapokhai.  “I was 
expecting the intimacy that 

comes from the room and the 
support from audience members 
for people who are performing.” 

Everyone who performed 
had a tremendous amount of 
skill and courage. To perform, 
some people stepped outside 
their comfort zones and were 
p leased  wi th  the  resu l t s .

 “I am someone who isn’t 
very comfortable performing in 
front of other people,” said junior 

Juniors Snehaa Ram and Madeline Arcaro perform “Talia” by King Princess 
for the audience at epic Coffeehouse. Photo Courtesy of Jacqueline Pisani. 

Sneeha Ram who sang “Alive” 
by Khalid. “It was cool to try 
performing by myself, especially 
since I know that everyone can 
appreciate new performers, and 
they are only there to support you.” 

Not only does epic run a 
Coffeehouse in the fall, but there 
are also plans for the spring 
coffeehouse where there might 
be exciting changes. “Ishaa and I 
are ready to MC the next Coffee-

house if we get asked back, and I 
plan to make another spinner with 
new categories,” Emma said. “The 
interaction we had with the audi-
ence was phenomenal and I want to 
have that same energy next time.”

If you are looking for 
other ways to showcase your 
creativity, submit to epic (dead-
line Nov. 3), and you will be 
featured in their magazine. 

Epic does many things 
to help students showcase their 
talents that might not otherwise 
be appreciated. “It’s just so cool 
to see people who you know 
show their talent because they 
have so much of it,” said Snehaa. 

The epic Coffeehouse is an 
integral part of the KO commu-
nity because it benefits both the 
performers, who get the oppor-
tunity to share their talents and 
connect with their peers, as well 
as the audience, who simply kick 
back, relax, and enjoy the night.  

“It was great to see the 
KO students and staff come 
together and share parts of their 
lives that we, as a community, 
might not necessarily know 
about,” said junior Ian Givens.

by Samhita Kashyap ’22

by Samhita Kashyap ’22



10 Friday
October 25, 2019 Arts Features Friday

October 25, 2019 11

In about every concert and 
performance, you can see and 
hear senior Marwynn Somrid-
hivej demonstrating his musical 
talents in some way, whether 
that be by playing a masterpiece 
on the piano or standing out 
in the string orchestra because 
of his talent on the violin. 

Marwynn started playing 
piano at six years old because 
his mom wanted him to try it, 
and he liked it so much that he’s 
stuck to it for over a decade. 
Early on, Marwynn felt that he 
was good at the piano, and he 
had a lot of fun with it, so he 
kept with it, advancing quickly. 

“The pace I progressed was 
faster than I expected,” Marwynn 
said. “Early on, I was playing more 
advanced pieces than my level. I 
had too much fun with it and would 
play a lot,” Of the two instruments 
(piano and violin), Marwynn 
said he likes the piano more. 

One of the many ways 
his parents would get Marwynn 
to practice the piano was to 
practice it  themselves and 
pretend to “fight” over it. 

He said his parents both 
played piano, but not too well, 
and ended up quitting early on. 
Regardless, their dedication to 
music led to Marwynn waking 

by Luv Kataria ’20

Marwynn plays perfect melody

Senior Marwynn Somridhivej smiles for the camera. Photo by of Cecilia Wang.

up and playing the piano first 
thing in the morning, and that’s 
why he stuck with it, because 
of how much he enjoyed it. 

M a r w y n n  h a s  b e e n 

continuing his interest in the piano 
at KO as well. He’s part of the KO 
orchestra, and from time to time 
does piano solos when needed. 
He’s also practices and plays the 

piano in Tri-M, the KO chapter 
of a national musical group. 

As mentioned before, on top 
of playing the piano, Marwynn has 
also mastered the craft of playing 

the violin. He started playing the 
violin in third grade when his 
school required a music class, and 
his mom recommended he try the 
violin because she liked the sound 

of it. He has been performing the 
violin for the past four years as 
part of the KO and pit orchestra. 

“I’ve stuck with violin 
the same reason as piano; it was 
something I look forward too 
and don’t see it as a burden,” 
he said. “If my family likes the 
song, they would have me play 
for them, anything I have, they 
all want me to stick with it, and 
they get music wherever they go.”

Outside of KO, Marwynn 
has been part of the CT Youth 
Symphony for two years and 
has  been doing regionals 
since freshman year; last year 
he did all-states for violin. 

“[In college] I’d say [I’ll 
pursue] at most a music minor, 
because for music majors and 
stuff I’ll have to do auditions,” 
he said. “As a minor, I’ll still be 
able to pursue music without 
having too strict requirements, it’s 
something I wanted to be doing as 
long as I can do it. I want to keep 
my skills sharp through college.”

    Creative Arts teacher-
Wayne Pierce has been teaching 
Marwynn since the beginning of 
this year and truly sees his passion 
for music. He said that as a pianist 
and violent, Marwynn has a true 
interest in making music. “He has 
excellent listening skills and has a 
good grasp of the fundamentals of 
how music works as well as a good 

knowledge of a variety of musical 
styles,” Dr. Pierce said. In his AP 
Music Theory class, Dr. Pierce said 
that Marwynn displays his knowl-
edge and passion in the many 
areas they cover such as dictation, 
analysis and listening. “We’re 

“The pace I 
progressed was 
faster than I 
expected. Early 
on, I was playing 
more advanced 
pieces than my 
level. I had too 
much fun with it.” 
–Marwynn 
Somridhivej 

using melodicas (wind powered 
keyboards) in class for the first 
time and this has awoken another 
passion of his, composition and 
arranging,” he said. “I’m looking 
forward to some cool new pieces 
he’s considering for the class to 
perform. It’s clear Marwynn has 
a bright musical future ahead!”

Night Fall lights up Hartford
by James Amell ’20

On Saturday, Oct. 15, 
Choral Director Steve Mitchell 
helped organize and run the annual 
Night Fall event. The evening 
featured music, dance, theater, 
spoken word, and Anne Cubber-
ly’s signature giant puppets. 

The evening started at 6:00 
pm and the performance was 
held in Hartford at Colt Park. Mr. 
Mitchell is one of the co-founders 
and co-leaders for the event. He 
helps to hire the artists, performers, 
and technical specialists. In the 
production this year, there were 
at least eight giant puppets that 
actors controlled from the inside. 
The Night Fall performance told 
the story of birth, life, and death 
through the eyes of a beaver. 

The story was performed 

with intricate puppets, and in 
the end the actors showed the 
beaver’s life with shadow puppets.

Mr. Mitchell’s current role 
for the performance is Technical 
Director. He designed and built the 
stage for the evening including the 
lights.  “The team prepares all year 
long, but I only have one day to put 

the stage together for the rehearsal 
and the show,” Mr. Mitchell said. 

Mr. Mitchell conceived 
of Nigh Fall over ten years 
ago. “I was working with Anne 
Cubberly doing community 
events,” Mr. Mitchell said, “and 
we dreamed up the event and 
brought in LB Muñoz to the team.” 

Night  Fal l  celebrates 
creative diversity in the Greater 
Hartford area and helps people 
learn about the arts. “I am most 
proud of the diversity on the cast of 
actors, actresses, and drummers,” 
Mr. Mitchell said. The event 
attracted five thousand people to 
the Saturday night performance.  
Another mission of Night Fall is 
to pay artists to make art. “We pay 

“At the end of the 
night it is amazing 
to see all the little 
lights leave the 
performance and 
take a part of the 
show with them.” 
–Mr. Mitchell

every single person on the cast, 
and the show costs over $105,000 
to produce, but is free to the 
community,” Mr. Mitchell said. 
The show is supported by dona-
tions and grants from individuals 
and private foundations. “It is very 
rare for artists to get paid for an 
event like this because usually 
they are asked to volunteer,” Mr. 
Mitchell continued. People all 
over the community participate 
in projects with hospitals, chil-
dren’s homes, and community 
centers, turning recycled milk 
cartons into lanterns that will 
be used for the performance. 

When the Solstice puppet 
goes into the crowd, it is followed 
by actors carrying the lanterns, 
who give the lanterns to the audi-
ence. “At the end of the night, it is 
amazing to see all the little lights 
leave the performance and take 
a part of the show with them,” 
Mr. Mitchell said. “My favorite 
part of the night was when we 
use the overhead projectors for 
a shadow puppet show. The park 
was completely silent and every-
body was focused on the screen.” 

At the end of the evening 
there is a final ritual procession of 
lanterns. The Solstice puppet helps 
to symbolize the ending of summer 
changing to the fall season and 
eventually the beginning of winter.
It is the only part of the perfor-
mance that stays the same each 
year. “Light is still coming even 
though we are moving into this dark 
period,” Mr. Mitchell remarked.

The team prepares 
all year long, but I 
only have one day 
to put the stage 
together for the 
rehearsal and the 
show.” 
–Mr. Mitchell

Kulak creates
by Alyssa Pilecki ’20

Always one for the arts, 
senior Juliana Kulak is the newest 
Artist of the Month. Whether it 
be drawing, painting, or graphic 
design, Juliana can and will do 
it all with her own creative flair.

Once a very serious ballet 
dancer, Juliana said she did not 
become invested in the visual arts 
until middle school. “I injured my 
knee in the seventh grade and had 
to stop dancing, so I turned to visual 
arts for my new creative outlet.”

Since then, Juliana said her 
art career at KO includes almost 
every art class that she could do: 
Painting, Drawing, Sculpture, Port-
folio Prep, Advanced Studio Art, an 
independent study with art teacher 
Katie Burnett, and AP Art History. 

Juliana said that out of all 
the mediums she has tried out in 
school, she likes drawing the most. 
“Drawing, while on its own is very 
enjoyable, can eventually be trans-
lated into most other mediums as 
well, which is what makes it so 
unique yet versatile,” she said. 

For example, Juliana said 
that drawing is a critical part of 
graphic design, especially for her 
more elaborate projects. One of her 
favorite works in graphic design 
was one she completed last year, a 
logo for a future insurance event. 
“The company asked me to design 
a logo for a special event that had 
a 60’s vibe, two blue geese, the 
Colt factory, and the company 
logo in it, so it was fun figuring 

how to work that out,” she said.
An entrepreneur, Juliana 

created this logo along with 
many other designs as part of 
her namesake business, Juliana 
Kulak Designs. Having started 
out making posters for her older 
brother Jake Kulak’s band, 
Juliana said she began receiving 
more recognition for her designs 
as Jake started to play more and 
more, and so she decided to 
turn it into her own business.

According to Juliana, orga-
nizations usually contact her first 
with an idea for a design they 
would like her to make, which 
she will then sketch out. After 
conferring back and forth for a 
while, Juliana said she draws a 
final version, sends it to the orga-
nization or company, and is paid.

Already garnering a myriad 
of successes both inside the class-
room and out, Juliana said that 
in college she plans to pursue 
the arts, specifically industrial 
design, while incorporating busi-
ness and consumer psychology. 

Juliana said she would like to 
take the time to thank all the faculty 
in the arts department for the time, 
effort, and help they have provided 
her throughout her time at KO. 

“I really love the whole 
arts department here, and I 
enjoyed having Mr. McDonald, 
M r.  S c r a n t o n ,  a n d  M s . 
Burnett all in a row,” she said.

Be sure to check out her 
work at julianakulak.com, and  
ask her about her passion for art!
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Sitting down with Mark Mazzetti,
investigative reporter for the Times
by Emma Levinbook ’22
 Alyssa Pilecki ’20

“Being a reporter is such a 
blessing, and some of it is seren-
dipity," New York Times investiga-
tive journalist Mark Mazzetti said. 
"I love getting to travel and meet 
new people, learning about and 
experiencing different cultures. 
At the end of the day, I feel so 
lucky that I get to do what I do.” 

We sat down with Mr. 
Mazzetti during his recent visit 
to campus. A long-time friend 
of history teacher Andrew 
Krugman, Mr. Mazzetti detailed 
his  pass ion for  repor t ing 
politics and foreign affairs. 

Mr. Mazetti was invited to 
KO to speak to the entire student 
body, faculty, and staff in an 
assembly on Monday, Oct. 17, 
sharing his perspective on the field 
of journalism and the work he has 
done as a professional reporter.

Mr. Mazzetti detailed what 
it takes to be a reputable journalist 
and underscored the importance 
of staying as open-minded and 
neutral as possible while reporting. 

“I think that being a good 
reporter means that you are 
capable of being open-minded 
and that you can be convinced 
that the facts can and will change 
during the process,” he said. 

Mr. Mazzetti also advised 
the student body to main-
tain the same mindset when 
reading and discussing the news. 

“For all the middle and 
high schoolers that are consuming 
news and thinking they only have 
certain viewpoints, I would just 
encourage them to try to remain as 
open-minded as possible, as well.”

Af te r  de l ive r ing  h i s 
speech, Mr. Mazzetti also spoke 
on stage with senior Editor-
in-Chief Jaden DiMauro, who 
asked more detailed questions 
pertaining to Mr. Mazzetti’s expe-

riences with the New York Times 
and certain works that he has 
written or greatly contributed to. 

These included his book, 
“The Way of the Knife,” as well as 
two Pulitzer Prize-winning articles, 
the first of which discussed Wash-
ington’s response to the violence 
in both Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

His most recent award-
winning article focused on 
the  connec t ions  be tween 
Trump’s advisors and Russia. 

Mr. Mazzetti also delved 
into the impact that technology and 
the media, especially social media, 
have today in spreading news 
easily and quickly and allowing 
individuals to gain access to arti-
cles online, rather than through just 
a physical copy of the newspaper. 

Furthermore, Mr. Mazzetti 
recognized that social media 
enables stories to be read by 
a much larger audience, and 
although this can be advantageous, 
he also said that the downside is 
the leveling of all the informa-
tion that is available; some people 
don’t distinguish the credibility of 
one article from another or from 
where their information is sourced. 

“People should be conscious 
that the New York Times puts a lot 
of care and thought into all the arti-
cles that are published,” he said. 
“Rather than being consumed with 
social media or what is said on 
Twitter, people should go out and 
talk to each other.” Mr. Mazzetti 
said he believes that this way, the 
news is less likely to be deemed 
as “fake” and instead taken 
more seriously, as it should be. 

Mr. Mazzetti said he felt that 
it was beneficial for students to hear 
the perspective of a professional 
reporter and that he appreciated 
having the opportunity to speak 
in front of such a young audience. 

“I think it’s great to interact 
with a group of students who 

Mr. Mazzetti up on stage with Jaden DiMauro. Photo by Aiden Borruso '20.

are living through a tumultuous 
time,” Mr. Mazzetti said.“I have 
spoken to my high school and 
several colleges, but I haven’t 
spoken in this type of setting 
before. I’ve never been asked 
a question by a sixth grader.” 

Mr. Mazzetti said that he 
was excited to speak to KO, with 
the hope that through his words, 
more people would see firsthand 

who actually does the work for 
the New York Times and better 
understand the credibility of 
the news they read in the future.

In order to establish such 
credibility, Mr. Mazzetti said he 
believes it is crucial for a jour-
nalist to work with colleagues 
in order to get the most accurate 
version of the truth as possible. 

For example, with his 
recent article on Attorney General 
William Barr’s trip to Italy, Mr. 
Mazzetti explained that he was 
able to craft an accurate piece of 
writing due to sharing informa-
tion with his associates, being 
collaborative, and always staying 
open to uncovering hidden truths. 

Occasionally, Mr. Mazzetti 
said that some articles never reach 
a conclusion, as they can only 
be based on information that is 
received, not on personal beliefs. 

“Sometimes the process 
of writing is slow going, and 
it’s frustrating for readers 
when they don’t know the full 
answer to the story,” he said. 

One of the most chal-
lenging articles Mr. Mazzetti 
said he has written was a recent 
piece covering the relation-
ship between the US, Iran, and 
Israel over the last 10 years. 

Dashing Deeter: KO's dedicated runner
by Benjamin Baby '22

“My colleague and I worked 
on boiling down 30,000 words of 
notes we collected into an 11,000-
word story. It was challenging, 
but I’m glad I took it on,” he said.

According to Mr. Mazzetti, 
reporting takes up the majority 
of his time and effort, consuming 
much of his life. “To a degree, I tend 
to find myself always on call as a 
journalist. I am always waiting for 
new information and dealing with 
reactions to prior articles,” he said.

Having written a vast 
number of articles for the New York 
Times since 2006, Mr. Mazzetti 
said that his experience has been 
remarkable and he is grateful for 
all the opportunities he has had in 
delivering the news to people all 
across the country and the world. 

Mr.  Mazzett i  said he 
en joys  wr i t ing  about  the 
government, traveling, and art. 

While it may seem unusual 
for a journalist to report on such a 
wide array of subjects, he said that 
he believes that all journalists and 
reporters should step out of their 
comfort zones in order to broaden 
their knowledge and skill set.

Mr. Mazzetti also dove 
into the world of book writing 
when he took on the project 
“The Way of the Knife” in 2014, 
an inside look at the secret deal-
ings between the CIA and the 
Pentagon since the 9/11 attacks. 

In his book, Mr. Mazzetti 
revealed more in-depth infor-
mation about an important, yet 
largely unrecognized, phenom-
enon and touched upon the secret 
wars the US has been carrying out 
with a strong reliance on the CIA. 

While Mr. Mazzetti has had 
decades of article writing under 
his belt to help him with his inves-
tigating and reporting, he said 
that writing a book was totally 
different than writing an article. 

“The book had a big dead-
line far into the future, so at any 
given point, I felt like I had to 
be working on it,” he said. “It 
was just really stressful, but the 
positive response and the ques-
tions and curiosity raised made 
writing the book worth it.” 

Although he hopes to write 
another book in the future, Mr. 
Mazzetti said he is waiting for 
the perfect idea to arise before 
he starts on this venture again.
What he does know as of recent 
is that the next book will likely 
be another nonfiction work.

The Kingswood Oxford 
community greatly appreciates 
Mr. Mazzetti’s valuable insight 
into the world of journalism and 
reporting. We look forward to 
reading his future articles as well 
as applying the advice he gave 
us in our own understanding 
and perception of the news.

Besides being an exceptional 
math teacher and girls’ varsity 
soccer coach, Tracy Deeter is also 
an avid marathon runner, having 
completed numerous marathons, 
half-marathons, and 10k races. 

Ms. Deeter wasn’t always 
so excited about running; 
in fact, she used to hate it.

 Growing up, she said she 
loved to play soccer, so she only 
ran a minimal amount to be fit 
and it was only after college 
that she became interested in 
running long-distance races. 

Ms.  Deeter  sa id  she 
started slowly, but eventually 
began running half-marathons 
and marathons, all the while 
developing a love for running. 

Although Ms. Deeter said 
she likes to run long distances, 
she does not like to run ultra-
marathons like Mr. Baker. 

T h e  r a c e s  s h e  r u n s 

usually are road races, not 
running through rugged terrain. 

Her favorite race last 
year was the Maine Coast race, 
a marathon in Maine running 
along the ocean coast, and other 
marathons she said she enjoyed 
include the New York Mara-
thon and the Boston Marathon. 

Ms. Deeter has participated 
in the Boston Marathon for the 
past eight years, including the 
2013 Boston Marathon, when 
two homemade bombs deto-
nated near the finish line, killing 
three people and injuring 264. 

“I had just finished the race 
and was in the family meetup area 
when we heard the bombs go off,” 
she vividly recalled. “I was there for 
about 40 minutes. It was complete 
chaos, terror, and confusion. My 
friend who was a detective told 
us we needed to get out of there.” 

Ms. Deeter said this made 
her become more committed 
to running the race again in the 

future, instead of backing off. 
This year, she placed 498th in 

Ms. Deeter grins after completing a marathon. Photo courtesy of Ms. Deeter.

the marathon among the women. 
 This is an especially 

impressive feat, seeing as the 
races Ms. Deeter runs are not races 
anyone can just show up unpre-
pared for. They require signfi-
cant training and pre-registration.  

Ms. Deeter trains for 
each race, running miles and 
miles and preparing both physi-
cally and mentally for them. 

According to Ms. Deeter, 
the physical preparation is 
easier, since it is simply running, 
running, and running some more. 

The mental aspect, however, 
is more about being dedicated, 
not giving up, not stopping 
until she reaches the finish line. 

Ms. Deeter said she plans 
to keep running as long as she 
can because, for her, it’s a way to 
relieve stress and clear the mind. 

She said she enjoys running 
and knows that although it isn’t for 
everyone, running is a great exer-
cise and something she believes 
people should try at least once in 
their life before giving up on it. 



12 Friday
October 25, 2019 Features Features Friday

October 25, 2019 13
by Sophia Kaufman ’20

Fun,  cute ,  s i l ly,  and 
sweet  sophomore  Nata l ia 
Correa continues to show off 
her amazing sense of fashion. 
Natalia loves to wear colorful 
and fun outfits to brighten her day 
and spirits at school. She often 
wears pinks, blues, whites, and 
other vibrant options.  

Within these color ranges, 
she often goes to several 
different stores such as Amer-
ican Eagle, Pac Sun, Garage, 
and Francesca’s, in addition to 
some online shopping for fun.

Whi le  shopping ,  she 
also loves to look for new 
accessories to add to her 
daily outfits and collection. 

These include all sorts 
of  jewelry such as r ings, 
earrings, bracelets, necklaces, 
and sometimes sunglasses 
depending on the weather. 

With all of these accessories, 
Natalia sure knows how to style 
and complete an amazing look. 

Outside of school, Natalia 

This October 10 and 11, 
grandparents and special friends 
of KO Upper and Middle school 
students gathered to see first-
hand what a typical KO day is 
like. While there, some alumni 
remarked about  the many 
changes in high school, specifi-
cally  KO, since they graduated.

Esther Van Huystee ’85 
was one of the visitors to KO 
Middle School’s Grandparents’ 
Day. Ms. Van Huystee came 
to see her two nieces, both of 
whom are in the Middle School.

“I loved being in a smaller 
school and being able to take a 
variety of classes, even being forced 
to do sports,” Ms. Van Huystee 
said. She also credits KO with 
helping her find her love of theatre. 

On the subject of changes 
at KO, Ms. Van Huystee said 
the school seems the same as 
when she graduated in 1985. 

“I’m happy that it feels 
essentially the same. Even though 
there are a lot more technological 
changes and more advanced and 
upgraded facilities, it still feels like 
the same school I graduated from,” 
she said. “I feel that the things that 
needed to be changed and more 

modernized have been, and I’m 
really glad that the core of the 
school has still stayed the same.”

Overall, Ms. Van Huystee 
believes that the things she learned 
at KO are very similar to the things 

her nieces and other KO students 
learn now. While the curriculum 
may have changed and been 
modernized, the essence of KO’s 
education has stayed the same. 

“Of course, I learned reading, 
writing, arithmetic,” she said, 
“but more importantly I learned 
about hard work: being sure to get 

things done on time and really not 
being afraid of trying new things.” 

Ms. Van Huystee is glad that 
her nieces have the same oppor-
tunity she had when she attended 
KO. “My brother, sister, and I all 

went here and loved it,” she said, 
“so when my nieces had the oppor-
tunity to come, we all absolutely 
wanted them to have the same 
amazing experience that we did.”

Other grandparents also 
weighed in on what has changed 
in secondary school since they 
graduated. “Nobody knew as 

much then as you do now,” said 
Jo-Ann Werme, grandmother of 
junior Emily Karasik. “Back then, 
you would have to go through an 
encyclopedia if you needed to 
do research on something. Now, 
you can find out in a matter of 
seconds.” Ron Werme, Emily’s 
grandfather, spoke about how 
communication has changed 
since when he was in school. 

“People your age have 
cellphones now, and they can 
talk with each other even when 
they’re on opposite sides of 
town,” he said. “It’s a whole other 
sphere of communication. If you 
told me when I was in school, 
that this was going to happen, 
I wouldn’t have believed you.”

Roland and Ailene Henry, 
grandparents of junior Emma 
Henry, spoke about their experi-
ences in a one-room schoolhouse. 
“I was from Canada and he was 
from rural Vermont,” Mrs. Henry 
said, “and we barely had a black-
board. Now look at what you have.” 

While they believed these 
technological improvements in the 
classroom are good for students, 
they both agreed that teachers are 
the most important part of a child’s 
education. “95% of it depends 
on the teachers,” Mr. Henry 

said. “And to think, when I was 
Emma’s age, I hadn’t even decided 
that I was going to go to college, 
that’s how much has changed.”

Karen and Tim Dwyer, 
grandparents of freshman Maggie 
Dwyer and junior Sydney Dwyer, 
remarked that the level of learning 
is much higher now than when 
they were in school. “When I 
hear these girls talking about what 
they’re learning in school, I’m 
thinking to myself, ‘Wow, this is 
so much more advanced than when 
I was their age,’” Mrs. Dwyer said. 

“I think there are many 
reasons for that, and obviously 
there have been many new discov-
eries in the sciences that are taught 
now that were not taught then. But 
even with subjects like English and 
writing, we weren’t taught as much 
on how to write a paper; that was 
more so something you picked 
up in college. So there certainly 
is a level of learning that wasn’t 
there when I was in school.”

While many grandparents 
and special friends had different 
experiences while they were 
in school, one common thing 
they all mentioned was how 
excited they were to be at KO 
and to see the day-to-day lives of 
their grandchildren and friends. 

Grandparents reflect on educational changes
by Braeden Rose ’21

loves to dress in more comfy 
and relaxing clothes. She is often 
playing soccer or basketball, so 
she can be seen wearing all sorts 
of athletic clothing, such as shorts, 
t-shirts, sneakers, or pajamas.

Due to the dress code, 
she finds it a nice time to relax 
and wear more comfortable 
clothing without boundaries.

As Natalia has grown up, 
she has been inspired by several 
different people and gone in 
a different direction than her 
past. She states that her fashion 
has changed dramatically over 
recent years because of adjusting 
to the KO dress code and 
learning her real sense of style. 

Natalia’s former school 
required a uniform, so there was 
not a lot of room for individuality; 
however, she now is able to wear 
simple but interesting outfits with 
more accessories than before. 

“My style has also for 
sure changed due to my friends. 
I used to buy everything from 
Justice in sixth grade, and 
they saved me, gave me better 
fashion advice as I grew up.” 

In addition, she stated that 
she spends more time now on 
choosing her daily looks, which 
she usually picks out the night 
before or earlier in advance. 

Natal ia also said her 
favorite season is summer 
because she loves to wear 
typical warm-weather clothes. 

With summer,  i t  also 
brings brighter colors, which 
she  f ee l s  g rea t  wear ing . 

“I really don’t like dark-
colored clothes, but I, of course, 
can’t wear a lot of pink and 
white during the winter so I 
like the summer when I can 
wear those colors I love.” 

Fashionista of the Month

KO grandparents gather for conversation and refreshments during the upper 
school’s Grandparents Day. Photo by Jacqueline Pisani.

“I used to buy 
everything from 
Justice in sixth 
grade, and [my 
friends] saved me, 
gave me better 
fashion advice as 
I grew up.” 

–Natalia Correa

Her bright and fun ward-
robe certainly influences several 
people in her life outside of 
school and in the KO community. 

She recommends to people 
all over that to earn confidence 
within one’s fashion sense and 
daily outfits, that the individual 
needs to feel comfortable and genu-
inely like what they are wearing. 

together with friends and really 
spend a night together having 
fun and relaxing,” Jaden said.  

He also said that he looks 
forward to eating all the leftover 
Halloween candy with his friends.

To the disappointment of 
many excited students and children 
nationwide, this year’s Halloween 
falls on a weekday, providing them 
with the extra burden of home-
work, unfortunately forcing them 
to go to bed at a reasonable time. 

 It’s especially difficult for 
students who would like to go 
trick-or-treating with their younger 
siblings but must remain home.

While sophomore Olivia 
Reynolds no longer trick-or-
treats, she still enjoys making her 
own costumes with her friends.

“I also definitely look 
forward to seeing all of my 
neighbor’s creativity shown 
through their costumes on 
Hal loween ,”  Ol iv ia  sa id . 

This year, Olivia and her 
younger sister will dress up as 
Ghostbusters with proton packs 
and all the essential equipment.

In the spirit of Halloween 
(pun intended), some students 
such as junior Braeden Flowers 
said they love the thrill of watching 
horror movies on Halloween.  

“While I don’t exactly 
have a favorite horror movie,” 
Braeden noted ,  “ I  prefer 
movies with more jumpscares 
such as ‘The Conjuring.’” 

Braeden also added that 
the rush of watching scary 
movies is perfect to get into 
the  mood for  Hal loween.

So whether you’ll watch 
scary movies, go trick-or-treating, 
or even stay at home to catch 
up on homework, stay safe and 
just as importantly, stay spooky!

It’s that time of year again: 
the days are getting shorter, 
Starbucks is selling pumpkin 
spice lattes again, and the 
leaves have shifted into a bril-
liant collage of red and orange.  

That’s right, autumn has 
finally arrived, and with the 
changing of the seasons comes one 
of the most anticipated and spook-
iest days of the year...Halloween!

Unbeknownst to many 
people, Halloween or All-Hallow’s 
Eve’s roots can be traced all the 
way back to ancient Celtic harvest 
festivals, particularly Samhain, 
which would eventually be Chris-
tianized by the early Church.  

Early traditions of Samhain 
include wearing costumes and 
lighting bonfires to ward off 
evil spirits which have greatly 
influenced Halloween that we 
know and love today.  In modern 
times, common practices also 
entail carving jack-o’-lanterns, 
visiting haunted attractions, 
and, of course, trick-or-treating.

While Halloween’s origins 
are tied to religion, in modern 
times it is celebrated all around 
the U.S. and is anticipated by 
many eager KO students such as 
sophomore Caroline Boardman.

“My favori te  par t  of 
Halloween is being able to stay 
at home and give out candy to 
the cute little kids,” Caroline 
said.  “The best costume that I’ve 
seen so far would probably be 
my neighbor dressed up as a mini 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle.”

Some students such as junior 
Jaden Weinstein look forward to 
spending the night with friends. 

 “The best part of Halloween 
is that it’s a reason to get 

Halloween spirit

Natalia smiles so bright for the 
camera. Photo by  Jane Liang ’21.

by David Shi ’22

S h e  a l s o  r e c o m -
mends never judging others’ 
outfits because everyone is 
their  own unique person-
ality and likes different things.

“I, for sure, never judge 
anyone on their outfits because 
I have definitely gone through 
various phases where my clothing 
choices are questionable.” 

Although Natalia doesn’t 
consider herself a trendsetter, 
she has made her mark in the KO 
community and will continue to 
thrive in this environment for her 
next few years in high school. 

We look forward to seeing 
more looks from Natalia and even 
more growth within her fashion.



12 Friday
October 25, 2019 Features Features Friday

October 25, 2019 13
Vaughn drives make local, international impact
by Emma Levinbook ’22

Over the years, a number 
of KO students have planned 
fundraisers, initiated clubs, 
and promoted organizations 
close to their hearts; however, 
these are often one-time events. 

This is certainly not the 
case for the yearly clothing and 
linen drive started by the three 
Vaughn sisters: freshman Alina 
Vaughn, junior Annelise Vaughn, 
and senior Ainsley Vaughn.

The clothing drive serves 
to provide basic items to home-
less people through the Corner-
stone Foundation in Vernon. 

It accepts a broad variety 
of donations, so items such as 
clothes and blankets are accepted. 

“Our main goal is to help a 
homeless shelter in Vernon, which 
focuses on helping people find 
homes of any sort,” Ainsley said. 

Students are encouraged 
to donate because it is a good 
deed and because the sisters have 
secured a dress down day for the 

form that brings in the most items.
The sisters undertook similar 

work at schools in Jamaica, where 
their father was able to reach out 
and help them organize a drive. 

They worked with Fleet 
Feet in West Hartford and 
collected money donations, as 
well as running shoes and spikes 
for the school’s track team. 

The sisters even ended up in 
both local and Jamaican newspa-
pers, and they were also on TV! 

“The exper ience was 
amazing,” Annelise said. “When 
my sisters and I went to Jamaica 
and delivered all of the new 
spikes and shoes to the track 
team, it was very eye-opening. 

“We were still young, so I 
think it was really good for us to see 
and talk with people who were less 
fortunate and understand where 
they are coming from and be able 
to see the difference we made.”

The sisters chose the 
Cornerstone Foundation specifi-
cally because they wanted to 
take on the same task locally. 

“Plus, we live in South 
Windsor so we’re kind of close 
to the foundation,” Annelise said.  
“Since it’s almost winter, I think we 
wanted to do something different 
than a book or shoe drive.” 

Alina agreed. “We espe-
cially wanted to collect items 
for the winter because of how 
cold it can get, and whatever 
clothing we can collect for 
warmth will definitely be helpful 
for those who need it,” she said.

In order to actually begin 
the drive at KO, the sisters 
had to get Dean of Students 
William Gilyard’s approval. 

“We met with Mr. Gilyard 
last year and really figured out all 
the details, so this year, we just 
touched base with him again and 
[with] the foundation,” Ainsley 
said. “Then, all we had left to 
do was make the announcement 
and get the word out there!”

The sisters  said they 
hope to continue this drive for 
many years, despite Ainsley’s 
graduation this coming May, 

leaving her sisters in charge. 
“Hopefully it will continue 

with Annelise and Alina and 
we can collect a lot of items to 
give to others,” Ainsley said. 

Annelise plans to keep the 
drive the same next year since it 
has been such a success thus far. 

“We will probably run it 
the same way; one year, we might 
change the prize, but the basics 
will stay the same,” she said.

Aside from earning a dress 
down day, the clothing drive 
is important for a number of 
reasons. KO students value the 
feeling of being able to give back. 

“Just being able to bring in 
items for those less fortunate than I 
am is better than a dress down day,” 
sophomore Katharine Doar said. 

“I have clothing that I don’t 
need or wear anymore, so rather 
than throwing the clothes out or 
keeping them in the back of my 
closet, this clothing drive helps me 
put the clothing to a greater use.” 

Annelise agreed.  “It’s 
just a good feeling to go to the 

shelter and drop off all the dona-
tions and feel like a lot of people 
really contributed,” she said. 

“It’s a beneficial experi-
ence to talk with the woman 
who runs the foundation and to 
see how organizing the drive has 
had an impact because there’s 
been a lot donated,” Ainsley said.  

Ainsley also noted that 
getting the whole commu-
nity together to support a 
greater cause is what makes 
the drive all the more worth it.

In the end, Form 4 came 
out victorious, donating 533 
items. Second place went to the 
faculty and staff who are not advi-
sors, with 210 items, then form 6 
with 163 items, form 3 with 120 
items, and form 5, with 81 items. 

The ending total was 1,107 
pieces of clothing and linens that 
will certainly aid the Cornerstone 
Foundation and the homeless 
people the foundation supports. 

The sisters want to thank 
everyone for participating to 
support this wonderful cause! 

New clubs: Asian culture and bonsai love
by Braeden Rose ’21

Sophomore David Shi prepares his table to promote the Asian Culture Club at 
the annual KO Club Fair. Photo courtesy of  Jacqueline Pisani.

Friends make the cut
by Katharine Doar ’22

Care beyond self is among 
the core values at KO that students 
follow in their daily lives. This 
fall, the varsity boys soccer team 
exemplified this value, by coming 
together to support their teammate. 

Senior John Doar has been 
fighting and recovering from 
cancer since the beginning of 

this past summer. Unfortunately, 
this meant that he would have to 
miss his senior year on the boys 
varsity soccer team. Despite this, 
John’s teammates were there to 
support him with an unbelievable 
act of kindness and friendship.

About midway through 
John’s treatments, he began to lose 
his hair, something he was dreading. 
Without any doubt or reluctance, 
teammates arrived at Supercuts 
to have their heads buzzed, after 
hearing John planned to do so. 

Senior Hayden Smith was 
the first to sit in the barber chair. 
“I was apprehensive at first, 
but then I realized I should lead 
the charge,” he said. After this, 
other teammates began to line 
up to have their heads shaved, 
and everyone agreed to take part. 

Sophomore Aaron Rotter 
had Doar’s initials shaved into 
the side of  his head. “I would 
do anything for not only my 
teammate but for my friend 
John, so shaving my head was 

The varsity boys soccer team poses with shaved heads in support of fellow 
teammate senior John Doar. Photo courtesy of Greg Scranton.

easy for me to do,” Aaron said. 
Juniors Carter and Hunter 

Meshanic could not make it when 
part of the team went to Supercuts. 
Instead, they had their mom shave 
their heads at home. Addition-
ally, senior Jamie Scarpantonio 
chopped off ten inches off of her 
hair and donated it to a cancer orga-
nization that makes wigs from hair. 

John said he was over-

whelmed by the generosity of all of 
his friends. “It was cool so see that 
everyone was doing this for me and 
how quick everyone was to support 
me through a tough time,”  he said.

“Shaving our heads really 
brought us closer as a team, 
and we began to act more like 
a family, supporting each other 
and being there for each other,” 
added senior Kyler Dzielak. 

The team also had the moti-
vation to do their best in their 
games and work together. “Walking 
onto the field with buzz cuts was 
fun because it makes us seem 
more intimidating,” said Hayden. 

In the game against North-
wood, a challenging opponent, the 
team was nervous going into the 
game. However, Hayden thinks 
the team received inspiration 
from John, resulting in a victory. 

The KO community is 
known for helping and supporting 
each other. To have an entire team 
shave their heads for their close 
friend was an act of true kindness.   

At KO’s Club Fair, held on 
Friday, September 27 during PLB, 
KO students were able to hear from 
club leaders about their clubs. Two 
clubs that gathered a large amount 
of interest from the student body 
were the Bonsai Club, led by 
senior James Ravalese, and the 
Asian Culture Club, led by sopho-
mores David Shi and Charles Zhao. 

James got the idea to start 
a bonsai club from his brother, 
who ran one in his senior year. 

“I always thought it was a 
really cool idea and have always 
wanted to do something like it,” 
James said. He realized he only 
had one year left at KO and figured 
this year was the perfect opportu-
nity to start it. “I wanted to make 
[senior year] count,” he said.

Bonsai is a Japanese art 
form that involves trimming, 
pruning, and wiring the leaves 
and branches of a small tree that is 
kept in a small container, to create 
a tree that mimics the appearance 
of a larger tree, on a smaller scale. 

To  m a n y,  t h e  p r a c -
tice is calming and allows 
t i m e  f o r  c o n t e m p l a t i o n .

W h i l e  m a n y  p e o p l e 
thought the club was meant to be 
funny, James is serious about his 
commitment to it. “I think that 

the art of Bonsai is very inter-
esting and I feel more people 
should know about it,” he said. 

James said he hopes to 
create a low-stakes environment 
for people to hang out and learn 
how to take care of a Bonsai tree. 

He also plans on having 
the bonsai club work with the 
green team to promote envi-
ronmenta l  awareness  and 

an appreciation for nature. 
With the Asian Culture 

Club, David and Charles hope to 
increase the community’s knowl-
edge of Asian culture, address 

stereotypes and misconceptions, 
and talk about the issues that 
affect Asians and Asian-Americans

“Obviously, it’s a large part 

“I think that  
the art of Bonsai  
is very interesting 
and I feel more 
people should 
know about it.” 
  –James  
       Ravalese

of my heritage,” David said, “but 
because of the cultural assimila-
tion my parents went through, 
my experiences being an Asian 
are much different than someone 
who actually was born and 
raised in China, like Charles.” 

David and Charles note that, 
while Asia makes up a very large 
proportion of the world, in both 
landmass and population, there is a 
general lack of knowledge about it, 
how diverse it is, and how people 
there lead their lives. “We want to 
give students a more comprehen-
sive view of Asia,” David said. 

David and Charles also hope 
to discuss and shed light on what 
they call the ‘Bamboo Ceiling,’ 
which refers to barriers that exclude 
Asians and Asian-Americans from 
executive positions, based upon 
the belief that they lack skill in 
leadership and communication. 

Related to this are stereo-
types about Asians’ and Asian-
Americans’ skills in mathematics, 
and the ‘model minority’ myth. 
“A discussion on this would 
entail a talk about the history of 
Asian immigrants in the U.S. 
and other countries,” David said. 

David and Charles said they 
see a lot of things to look forward 
to for the Asian Culture Club and 
are excited about the future. They 
brought on Chinese teacher Ms. Ma 
as their faculty advisor, and want 
to hold a series of discussions on 
topics ranging from the Hong Kong 
protests to the cultural differences 
among the many Asian countries.

Both clubs are already off 
to a great start, with both expe-
riencing a high level of interest 
from KO students, and are both 
looking forward to a great year. 

If you have an interest 
or passion that you would like 
to turn into a club of your own 
choice, be sure to find a faculty 
advisor, set up a meeting with 
Dean of Students William 
Gilyard, find friends to join, and 
spread the word about your club!
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Media consumption in the fake news era
by Madeline Arcaro  ’21

When presented with the 
question by New York Times jour-
nalist Mark Mazzetti: “Who here 
believes that what the New York 
Times or the Washington Post 
does is fake news?” two people at 
the morning assembly raised their 
hands. These two people received 
dirty glares from other students, 
generating a lot of controversy and 
talk among students on campus. 

The younger generations 
currently is receiving their news in 
many different ways, some of which 
might contribute to the current 
influx of the term “fake news.” 

Before  socia l  media , 
people were getting most of their 
information from print news-
papers such as the New York 
Times or the Washington Post. 

In 2019, that number has 
been greatly reduced in favor of 
sources like Instagram or Twitter. 

In a survey sent out to the 
whole student body asking where 
people got their news, 51% of 
students reported getting their news 
from Instagram, while 54% of 
students got it from news websites. 

This statistic is notable: 
In 2012, before the “fake 
news” conversation started, 
only 34% of  people read 
the newspaper according to 
the Pew Research Center. 

During his talk to the 
communi ty,  Mr.  Mazze t t i 
explained where fake news origi-
nated, pointing to the time before 
the 2016 election when writers  (in 
countries like Russia) would sit in 
a room and make up news stories 

“Most of the 
mainstream left 
media is fake 
news, and they 
spend their entire 
day attacking 
Trump. CNN, 
MSNBC, New 
York Times, and 
the Washington 
Post are all fake.”

-Sam Boley

to disrupt American politics. 
Mazzetti explained that 

Trump eventually spun the term 
around to refer to any news 
that wasn’t in favor of him. 

Despite the amount of 
students that read the news, 12.1% 
of students at KO believe that news 
sources that are typically known as 
reputable are fake. This is consider-
ably more than the two people who 
raised their hand at the assembly. 

Most students trust their 
news, but not all. Many believe 
that it is important to get news 
from sources they don’t agree with. 

“I don’t really trust FOX,” 
junior Emma Henry said, “but 

I try not to just get my news 
from left-leaning sources.”

Of the 45.5% of students 
who read FOX News, many read 
it to get a conservative opinion, 
rather than because they actually 
trust it. Many of these students 
identify as more left-leaning. 
Junior Matt Bzowyckyj, who 
identifies as conservative, doesn’t 
trust FOX either, despite agreeing 
with some of what they say.

“NYT,  MSNBC,  and 
CNN are the most biased. I have 
never read an article from CNN 
that agrees with one of Trump’s 
actions,” Matt said. “FOX 

does the same thing, except 
they constantly praise him and 
don’t usually criticize him.” 

Freshman Lucia Gomez, 
who is from Spain, expressed 
a distrust in all newspapers 
in the United States, not just 
conservative or liberal ones. 

“The newspapers are spon-
sored, financed and bought by 
companies,” Lucia said. “The 
information published by the 

newspapers will obviously favor 
its funders, meaning that they can 
choose what to publish; that leads 
to a very subjective perspective.”

Freshman Sam Boley, one 
of the two people who raised their 
hands at assembly, identifies as 
100% conservative. According 

to him, “Most of the mainstream 
left media is fake news, and they 
spend their entire day attacking 
Trump. CNN, MSNBC, New York 
Times, and the Washington Post 
are all fake.” He claims that they 
“didn’t do this when Obama was 
president.” Sam exclusively gets 
his news from FOX, Breitbart, 
and the Instagram explore page. 

Junior Niki Taylor likes to 
check multiple sources before 
getting any real information, but  
said she has a genuine trust in the 
news. Having spent time at the 
New York Times this summer, Niki 
tends to get her news from more 

liberal sources but cross checks the 
facts with other places so she knows 
she is getting reliable information. 

“I  t rust  [ABC, CNN, 
MSNBC, the New York Times, 
the Washington Post, HuffPost, 
The Hollywood Reporter, Time, 
and The Guardian] because it’s 
obvious that they aren’t making 
up facts,” Niki said, “espe-
cially when they all have the 
same facts in separate articles.”

One fac tor  tha t  may 
contribute to a distrust of the 
news is the fact that journalists 
may not cover everything that 
people believe should be covered. 
Whether this statement is actu-
ally true is up for debate, but 
students believe that mainstream 

media does not cover everything. 
Journalists in the past few 

months have been under attack 
due to the supposed lack of 
coverage of the Amazon forest 
fires. Posts telling people to 
not trust journalism due to how 
they treat environmental issues 
were all over Instagram, which 
led to an uproar in people not 
trusting the news they consume, 
or even not consuming it at all. 

The problem was not 
the big media companies not 
publishing the news; it was the 
lack of consumption. The stories 
that get the most views tend to 

be promoted more, and people 
did not read the news of the 
Amazon forest fires when they 
first started. Both the New York 
Times and CNN wrote multiple 
articles about the fires, including 
debunking the theory that the fires 
were caused by climate change.

The mainstream media tends 
to make small news issues a bigger 
deal to make money, Emma noted. 
“News stories are often over-

hyped to get views, which can 
lead to people thinking we have 
a greater crisis on our hands than 
we actually do.” This statement 
has proven to be true with the fires. 

Senior Cai Kuivila believes 
that the news doesn’t focus on the 
smaller things in order to promote 

what people think are important. 
“Mainstream media is extremely 
focused right now, especially 
with the upcoming election,” she 
said, “so although there is good 
coverage on many topics and 
world issues, there are holes in 
how that is broadcasted with the 
election and US president taking 
priority over international issues.” 

Another supposed short-
coming in the media is the 
spreading of news on social media. 
As investigations have shown, 
especially in the 2016 election. 

Many people  bel ieve 
t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  p r o b l e m .

“People filter many lies about 
real and important facts, that makes 
us sometimes distort the reality. If 
newspapers are mostly not reliable, 
social media is less,” Lucia said. 

Many people believe that 
social media intensifies fake 
news. “News on social media is 
one of the worst things that could 
happen,” Matt said. “This is where 
the true ‘fake news’ is born. People 
often share headlines and clips 
of stories that they see on social 

“News stories are 
often overhyped to 
get views, which 
can lead to people 
thinking we have 
a greater crisis on 
our hands than we 
actually do.”

-Emma Henry

media without first fact-checking 
said story to see if it is true. As 
a result, people have become 
grossly misinformed through 
social media, and conspiracy 
theories of both the left and right 
are spread quickly to millions 
of people all over the country.”

Sophomore Oliva Reyn-
olds, on the other hand, believes 
that news on social media is a 
good thing. “I love having news 
stories in my Snapchat or Insta-
gram feed,” she said. “I think it 
grabs my attention and also helps 
my time on social media feel more 
productive.” She also said that 
social media ensures that she will 
get at least some news every day. 
“I follow some Instagram accounts 
purely dedicated to posting about 
news,” Olivia said, “and their 
graphs and stats provided make 
it easier to digest and remember.”

The way people consume 
news is changing, and with that 
change comes an alteration in the 
reliability of certain sources. It’s 
important to distinguish what is 
real and fake news in deciding 
one’s personal political viewpoints. 

Mr. Mazzetti mentioned 
getting news from multiple sources, 
even if you don’t agree with them 
or believe in what they say. “I hope 
people will do what Mazzetti says,” 
Niki said, “which will hopefully 
change KO’s political climate.”

A poll sent out to the entire student body shows where KO students get their news, the most popular being The New 
York times with 66.7% of students reading it. Photo by Madeline Arcaro ’21.

Most people get their news from social media, but news websites have proven to be popular as well, with 54.5% of 
people getting at least some of their news from there. Photo by Madeline Arcaro ’21.
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Strategic planning shapes future
by Esha Kataria ’20

Since passing the NEASC 
reaccreditation process, a team 
of KO board members, admin-
istrators, faculty, and staff have 
been tasked to gather data 
from the constituents of the 
school community to recom-
mend specific steps the school 
should take in the next five years.

With the goal of presenting 
ideas for a strategic plan, the team 
is led by Director of the Middle 
School Ann Sciglimpaglia and 
Board of Trustees member, 
alumna, and parent Mary Martin, 
and is made up of Head of School 
Tom Dillow, Head of the Upper 
School Dan Gleason, Assistant 
Head of School for External Affairs 
Zaira Santiago, Assistant Athletic 
Trainer Julie Richardson, English 
teacher Ron Monroe, physics 
teacher Kathleen DiSanto, Middle 
School English teacher Anastasia 
Quinn, Executive Assistant to 
Head of School Sherri Malinowski, 
and Board of Trustees members 
Meg Becker and Mark Conrad. 

Ms. Sciglimpaglia said 
that the team is not there to 
make any decisions. “Our job 
is simply to facilitate conver-
sations to elicit feedback, and 
gather all that data,” she said. 

The team has already had 
some sessions with the board, 
faculty, seniors, and parents. 
The sessions included different 
visioning exercises with the 
groups, such as brainstorming 
what headlines people would want 
to see about KO years from now. 

“We will take that infor-
mation, simplify it, analyze it 
and start to draft a strategy on 
one page with our vision for the 
school,” Ms. Sciglimpaglia said. 

The team will also continue 
to meet with constituents, as 
well as the alumni and parents. 

Ms. Martin said that the 
team is trying to be as open as 
possible. “We want to be trans-
parent, and it is something we want 
people to know about,” she said.

Mr. Monroe said that the 
work the team is doing is certainly 
important. “We are providing 

info for the board that could very 
well dictate the programmatic 
direction of the school,” he said.

The team’s main objective 
is to present their vision for the 
school to the Board of Trustees on 
Jan. 30, when the board will vote 

on whether or not to implement the 
vision. Once that gets approved, 
then the real work will start. 

Ms. Martin said that the 
team has been doing a great 
job thus far. “Because we have 
representation from a good cross 
section of the community, every-
body has a good perspective 
of the school, and together we 
have got it covered,” she said. 
“The group is so invested in the 
school and cares deeply about it.”

Ms. Quinn said she agrees 
that the team is doing some great 
work. “I think that it’s impor-
tant to have a vision to work 
towards,” she said. “KO is an 
amazing community that does 
amazing work, but we don’t want 
to become complacent in that and 
it’s important that we hear from 
the community that sees our next 
steps in becoming even better.” 

M s .  S c i g l i m p a -
glia said that this is about 
moving the school forward. 

“We want everybody to 
know what a great school this 
is, and continue to improve as a 

school.” she said. “You have to 
think strategically and have to think 
towards the future. Schools have 
to evolve in order to continue to 
improve, and this will help every-
body on campus understand this 
is what we are going to do next.” 

Dr. Gleason said that the 
team has been asking questions, 
such as: Where are we and where 
do we want to go as a school? What 
is the best way for students to learn? 

“The strategic design 
team is a very inclusive process 
because we are buying into the 
wisdom of the community,” he 
said. “We are a sounding board 
for all these people and our job 
is to help define KO’s vision and 
clarify our definition as a school.” 

Ms. Quinn said she is really 
proud of the work the team has 
done and will continue to do. 

“We are really excited 
about the data we have collected 
and synthesising the trends 
has  been rea l ly  powerful 
and  exc i t i ng , ”  she  s a id .

Overall, the strategic plan-
ning meeting have been a success. 

KO partners with 
Children’s Museum 
by Aidan O’Loughlin ’20

This past month, a few 
Kingswood Oxford seniors took 
the initiative to get in touch 
with The Children’s Museum, 
located right next to KO and 
through negotiation achieved free 
admissions for all KO students 
and a closer relationship with 
KO’s long-standing neighbor. 

The Children’s Museum 
is right next to the soccer fields 
on KO’s campus. So, a few 
varsity soccer players, senior 
Brandon Stake and senior 
Kyler Dzielak, were able to 
hear some of the animals at 
the museum during practice. 

“ I  h e a r d  s o m e t h i n g 
howling from the direction of 
the science museum,” Brandon 
said, “so we were curious and 
figured that during a free we 
would go and visit the museum.” 

Once Brandon and Kyler 
had time they visited the museum 
and learned of the costs of admis-
sion. “It cost $15 per person, 
but we were able to get it down 
to $5 each,” Brandon said. 
“We explained how we were 
just seeing the animals and not 
the children’s museum part.” 

After their visit to the 
museum, they got in touch with the 
school. “I asked Mr. G what the 
realisticness of getting a perma-
nent agreement with the Chil-
dren’s Museum was,” Brandon 
said. “He let me get in touch with 
someone from the museum about 
a more permanent agreement 
between them and the school.” 

So, Brandon went back 
to talk to a woman at the 

museum who had given him 
the original discount about an 
agreement between the school. 

“I talked to that lady again 
about possibly getting a discount 
for KO students,” Brandon said. 
“After maybe a week or two of 
email exchanges, she talked to 
the upper management of the 
museum, and they agreed we could 

by Cici Chagnon ’21

On Tuesday Oct. 15, Dean 
of Students Will Gilyard made 
an announcement at assembly 
to the student body concerning 
KO’s  ha ra s smen t  po l i cy. 

The announcement was in 
response to the KO News September 
editorial titled “Unite against 
assault and harassment at KO.”

In  a  pr ior  assembly, 
Mr. Gilyard had addressed 
KO’s harassment policy in 
a PowerPoint at assembly. 

In his presentation he 
defined harassment as laid out by 
the KO student handbook, and the 
KO News editorial board wrote 
an article from the perspective of 
students on the administration’s 
handling of harassment cases.

The art icle  discussed 
cases of harassment from a 
student’s perspective, citing 
that the disciplinary action for 
harassment and bullying seem 
to be equal if not lesser than 
academic dishonesty, despite the 
former being a greater offense. 

The editorial also argued 
that victims of harassment often 
stay silent due to fear of not 
being taken seriously or criti-
cism from their peers, while 
also calling both the administra-
tion and students to change this.

Mr. Gilyard shared a similar 
sentiment of wanting the commu-
nity to stand together against 
harassment. “I think a recogni-
tion that this is not solely a Dean 
of Students or form dean issue,” 
he said. “This is something that 
at some point we have to figure 
out as a community how we are 

going to respond collectively.” 
He also said that while he 

supports the editorial in that it 
holds both the administration 
and students to a higher stan-
dard, he wants to dispel any 
confusion or concerns about 
how cases will be handled. 

“I thought the editorial was 
fair in many ways,” he said. “I 
think they’re trying to kind of hold 
the administration’s feet to the fire 
and make sure we’re doing all we 
can to help change their percep-
tion of what may be out there.”

In his most recent announce-

ment, Mr. Gilyard reemphasized 
his prior points about harassment 
at KO as well as addressed some 
of the concerns displayed in the 
editorial. “I was hoping to get 
across that they recognize that the 
adults, especially people within 

the administration, do not think 
of harassment and people who are 
going through any kind of phys-
ical trauma or emotional trauma is 
the same as plagiarism,” he said.

Overall, the student body 
thought that Mr. Gilyard’s 
announcement was necessary and 
good for starting conversations, 
but would like to see more action 
taken by the community as a whole. 

“I was happy he did the 
announcement; I think it’s neces-
sary to talk about harassment,” 
senior Maggie Eberle said. “I 
think it’s a little sad we have 
to continue this conversation 
and bring it up every month, 
but hopefully it will change.” 

Junior Risha Ranjan said 
she agreed that the announce-
ment was appreciated. “I think 
it’s great that he’s acknowledging 
the fact that harassment happens, 
and that the administration is not 
doing enough,” she said. “But 
I also think he hasn’t clearly 
proposed a solution that works 
for everyone and I don’t think 
its a very final like this is what 
we’re going to do to do better.”

With more campus-wide 
conversations, Mr. Gilyard hopes 
KO will continue to improve on 
both the concerns of the edito-
rial and the KO community. 

“Hopefully I addressed 
some of the things that they 
were asking me to address 
and if not, you know we can 
continue,” he said. “This is an 
ongoing process, which is good.”

With this response, both 
the administration and student 
body look to be taking progres-
sive steps against harassment.

“I think they’re 
trying to kind of 
hold the admin-
istration’s feet to 
the fire and make 
sure we’re doing 
all we can to 
help change their 
perception of what 
may be out there.”

- Will Gilyard

Gilyard responds to 
KO News editorial

“The animal parts 
of the Children’s 
Museum are 
really cool.”

-Brandon Stake 

get in to the museum for free.”
Now all KO students can 

visit the museum for free, as long 
as they have their KO student ID, 
and they can go see the animals. 
“It was awesome when we went 
[to the museum], just like we 
figured it would be,” Brandon 
said. “The animal parts of the Chil-
dren’s Museum are really cool.”

While it is great that KO 
students now have free admis-
sion to the Children’s Museum, 
a great new opportunity for KO 
students also opened up through 
communication with the museum. 

“There  are  volunteer 
opportunities they offered us,” 
Brandon said, “as ways for 
KO students to get community 
service hours.” Now, KO students 
have a great opportunity to help 
out at the Children’s Museum 
and enjoy its offerings for free. 

Schools have to 
evolve in order 
to continue to 
improve, and this 
will help every-
body on campus 
understand this is 
what we are going 
to do next.”              
  –Ann      
       Sciglimpaglia
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Boys soccer attends CCAD seminars
by Esha Kataria `20

After participating in an 
internship with the CT Coali-
tion Against Domestic Violence 
(CCAD) last summer, seniors Esha 
Shrivastav and Anusha Memon 
worked to bring an initiative called 
“Coaching Boys into Men,” to KO 
athletics, starting with boys soccer. 

The  program s t r ives 
t o  e d u c a t e  y o u n g  m a l e 
athletes about healthy rela-
tionship skills and to prevent 
issues of domestic violence. 

Working with a KO alum 
from CCAD and Director of 
Athletics Debbie Fiske, Esha and 
Anusha implemented this program 
in the hopes that it will have an 
impact on the community. “I’ve 
always had in interest in social 
justice, and the more I learned 
about the statistics and stigma, the 
more I realized there is a need for 
awareness,” Esha said. “In other 
states and schools, it’s been very 

successful in lowering the amount 
of hazing and number of sexist 
practices. It really has evolved 
the dynamic, the hope is it will do 
the same thing to KO,” she said. 

When Ms. Fiske informed 
the fall boys coaches of this initia-
tive, boys varsity soccer Head 
Coach, Hikmet Aslan, volun-
teered his team to be a part of it. 
“I wasn’t happy with our locker 
room situation, and I thought it 
would be a great time to start, 
especially at this age,” he said.

A representative from 
CCAD came to train Coach 
Aslan, and taught him how 
to approach the students with 
the material from a book. 

Every Tuesday, Coach 
Aslan holds a 15 minute session 
before practice for the boys 
soccer teams to get together, to 
listen and ask questions. “We 
have had some great meetings 
with the boys,” he said. “We are 
in chapter eight now, and while 

they were a little hesitant, they are 
enjoying it, because it is about the 
little lessons they are learning.” 

While the boys think this 
program is a great idea, they said 
they were a little hesitant because 
it feels like they are being targeted. 
“It’s a great concept, and we are 
happy to learn, but it sort of feels 
like we have been singled out,” 
junior Carter Meshanic said. 

Senior Niko Rodriguez said 
he agrees that the program should 
be readily expanded to other sports 
teams. “We are not against the 
idea of the program wanting to 
improve domestic violence statis-
tics, but we are still waiting for the 
program to get expanded,” he said. 

Senior Brandon Stake said 
that so far, the meetings have been 
very effective. “I think it’s great in 
raising awareness, and should be 
broadcasted to the whole school,” 
he said. “So far, we have learned 
about consensual awareness 
and the importance of respect.” 

 Junior Hunter Meshanic 
said he agreed that the program 
has been going really well.  “I 
like how most of it is coming 
through Coach, someone we are 
close to and respect,” he said. 

 Anusha said that she 
hopes people will view the 
program as a learning opportunity, 
instead of a disciplinary action. 

“It’s about teaching people how 
to be in a healthy relationship, 
and it’s important to start young, 
because as you get older, relation-
ships get more serious,” she said. 

Coach Aslan said that 
regardless of their initial stub-
bornness, the boys have come 
to love the sessions and learned 

Rose wins second 
place in debate

On Sept. 22, KO’s own 
junior Braeden Rose earned 
second place for Best Speaker at 
a debate at Roxbury Latin School, 
as he proficiently and confi-
dently rose above the challenging 
competition in public speaking. 

Braeden participated in 
this competition with three other 
Forensic Union members: juniors 
Braden Flowers, Christina Lu 
and Risha Ranjan. Braden was 
Braeden’s “colleague” or debate 
partner, for all three debates. 

Braeden won this award 
after debating over three resolu-
tions, winning two and losing 
one. He was ranked out of 100 
for his debating skills during all 
three debates, eventually coming 
in second. He scored 265 out of a 
possible 300. These rankings were 
tallied up to find the winning score. 
At first, he tied with the first-place 
finisher, but unfortunately lost 
during the consequent tiebreakers. 

Resolutions were learned 
at the start of each round, giving 
Braeden and Braden little time 
to prepare. All three resolutions 
were based on social or political 
issues, with the first over whether 
elementary school students 
should learn a second language, 
the second about whether govern-
ments should negotiate with terror-
ists, and the third about banning 
vaping. The pair lost their first 
debating, arguing in opposition 
to the resolution. However, they 
rebounded and won their next two 
debates in a confident fashion.

Braeden said he thinks 
that his confidence allowed him 
to perform well at the event, 
and is one of the key traits to 
becoming a good public speaker. 
“I think the big thing is confi-
dence, because especially at the 
first meet, you’re going to have 

a lot of people who are nervous 
to be in front of a judge, but you 
can get a lot of points if your 
voice is steady,” he said. “Even 
if you don’t know what you’re 
talking about, you can be confi-
dent and it can’t be very apparent.”

While winning this award 
was a great start for Braeden’s 
year in Forensic Union, he said 
he believes there are some aspects 
of his debate he needs to work on. 
“I think I need to work on orga-
nization,” he said. “When you 
first get your topic, you get 10 
minutes to prepare, and I think 
in general, I need to think out my 
arguments a little beforehand.”

His teammates believe that 
his political knowledge allows 
him to be so successful on the 
podium. “He also does Model 
UN, which makes him aware of 
many worldly topics about diplo-
macy,” Christina said. “So what 
happens is he likes to tackle policy 
issues, that’s what he does best.”

While Braeden may need 
to work on preparation directly 
before debates, his teammates 
had high praise for his public 
speaking skills. “It’s a real skill to 
be able to concisely organize your 
thoughts while you’re doing other 
things,” Braden said. “And that’s 
something he’s really good at.”

English teacher and Forensic 
Union coach Heather Wayne feels 
that this year’s Forensic Union 
could live up to the accolades and 
build off of Braeden’s success. “I 
think it’s going to be a good year 
for us,” she said. “We’ve been 
in ‘growth mode’ for the past 
year or two, just getting newer 
debaters up to speed and more 
practice, but this year we have a 
fair amount of debaters who’ve 
been to a lot of tournaments 
and gaining more confidence.”

Braeden’s award signals 
the start  of  a  great  year. 

by Edward Crowther ’22

Students protest at Capitol
by Sloan Duvall ’21

On Friday, Sept. 20, four 
KO students and three faculty 
advisors traveled to the Hartford 
Capitol to participate in one of 
the many worldwide environ-
mental protests taking place. 

This Hartford protest 
was inspired by Greta Thun-
berg, a 16-year-old Swedish 
climate change activist who has 
committed her life to raising 
awareness and urging change 
for  this  worldwide issue. 

Senior Jacqui Ouelette, the 
Student Government speaker, 
made it possible for KO students 
to take part in this historic protest. 
“I organized KO participation for 
the event because I like giving 
people a chance to act on issues 
they find important,” Jacqui said. 
“Organizing it was a struggle 

because of the time crunch, so 
I did a lot of writing letters and 
waiting to hear back when I 
didn’t really have time to wait.”

Senior Jacqui Ouelette, 
senior Jaden DiMauro, senior 
Alyssa Pilecki, and sophomore 
Trinity LaFountain all attended the 
protest. “I decided to go because I 
feel strongly that it is not enough 
just to have opinions,” Jaden said. 
“As a community, we have to do 
something pragmatic about what 

His sense of humor made 
the difficult topics he was talking 
about such as mental health, gun 
violence, and substance abuse 
easier to digest. Mr. Brooks 
mentioned three other friends 
who passed away as a result of 
these issues— Jordan, Christo-
pher and Chris. To honor all of 
his friends, Mr. Brooks had four 
empty chairs on the stage with 
him. This part of the presentation 
stood out to junior Jack Kinney. “I 
had a friend who was shot at Dart-
mouth College in the past year,” 
Jack said, “so I understood what he 
was talking about when he talked 
about the impacts of gun violence.”

Overal l ,  KO students 
left Roberts Theater with a 
lot to think about, as well as 
a lot of toe wiggling to do.

we believe if we are truly concerned 
about making a difference.” 

Other students went simply 
for the experience. “I decided to 
go to the protest because I didn’t 
know much about the issue and 
wanted to get more informed 
and involved,” Trinity said.

There was a great turnout at 
the Capitol building in Hartford. 
“There was a really diverse group of 
people there,” Alyssa said, “There 
were elderly people, students, and 
even small kids.” The hundreds 
of attendees carried signs with 
climate change slogans on them, 
and some people even dressed 
up. The KO students brought 
signs that read “Bet the dinosaurs 
thought they had time left too” and 
“Wake up: The World is Ending!”

KO students particularly 
enjoyed looking at all the other 
creative signs. Some other creative 

signs included: “No Planet B,” “We 
speak for the ones that can’t,”“The 
planet used to be a lot cooler,” 
and “Trash is not scrumptious.” 

At the protest, there was 
a wide array of speakers that 
offered different perspectives on 
the global climate crisis. “My 
favorite part was the speeches 
because it really taught me a 
lot on the issue,” Trinity said. 

Faculty advisor Lisa Bailey 
also enjoyed this aspect of the 

protest. “I was really impressed 
with how well organized the 
speeches were,” Ms. Bailey said. 
“There was a 15 year old from 
UCONN who was amazing.” There 
were over 10 different speakers 
from different backgrounds. 

One part that stood out 
to the students was a mediator 
who came to stage and led spiri-
tual chants. “They were very 
strange but meaningful and 
enjoyable to do. He would tell 
us how to move our bodies and 
what to say in order to recreate 
certain animals,” Alyssa said. 

Overall, the students felt as 
if it was an impactful experience 
that was worth missing class for. 
“I think it had a pretty big impact 
on the students,” Ms. Bailey 
said. “They all came away with 
a greater appreciation for what is 
going on and a feeling that there 
are other people who also care 
about the climate crisis. I think 
they really realised that they are 
part of a much bigger mission 
and they should be proud of that.” 

Continued from page 1.

Hartford protesters demand climate change action. Photo by Jaden DiMauro.

valuable lessons along the way. 
“Domestic violence and sexual 
harassment are very important 
topics in today’s world, and it’s 
important for them to start learning 
about them at this age,” he said.

Ms. Fiske said she agreed 
that the goal of this initiative 
is to learn about, promote, and 
inspire healthy relationships. 

“At this day and age, we 
see too many athletes being in the 
limelight for the wrong reasons. 
The intent with this program 
is about taking preventative 
measures: hearing it now before 
they are even confronted with that 
kind of situation,” she said. “And 
it fits in with our core values. 
It’s a win-win for everybody.” 

She also said she looks 
forward to continuing to expand 
this program across the winter 
and spring teams. Overall, 
the program has been fruitful 
and will continue to expand 
across the athletic program.  

“I think it’s great 
in raising aware-
ness.” - Brandon 
Stake

Brooks
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Volleyball pursues a deep playoff 
push, keeps their hot streak alive

The girls varsity volley-
ball team is off to strong start, 
leading the season with eight 
wins and three losses, with 
seven more matches to go. 

They played Ethel Walker 
School on Wednesday Sept. 
25 and it was a game worth 
watching. The girls played 
with heart and grit, which led 
them to the impressive 3-0 win.

 They then played at home 
on Saturday Sept. 28 against Suff-
ield Academy. It was a great game 
and went down to the wire, but the 
girls managed to pull the 3-1 win. 

Their  winning s t reak 
continued as they went on the road 
on Wednesday Oct. 2 against Mari-
anapolis Preparatory School where 
they played hard and took the game 
3-0. They then played at home 
on Saturday Oct. 5 against King. 

The audience was on the 
edge of their seats as this game 
was a nailbiter. But, despite the 
team’s valiant effort, they could 
not come away with the win 
and lost 2-3. They came back 
from the loss with positivity and 
determination to perform even 
harder in the following games. 

This clearly showed in 
their next game against Westover 
School on Monday Oct. 7 as they 
impressively won 3-1. They then 
went on the road again on Saturday 
Oct. 12 against Pomfret School. 
This game was also a close one 
with many exciting moments. The 
girls battled hard and won 3-1. 

Head Coach Scott McDonald 
said that this was one of those 
matches where the girls were up 
and down and then finally up again. 
He said that the team struggled at 
times with combating Pomfret’s 
serving as Pomfret had great 

servers, but the team never gave 
up on plays, keeping hope alive. 

They then went to Worcester 
Academy on Wednesday Oct. 
16. The team fought hard but 
eventually lost 3-1. The team 
also racked up an impressive 
3-0 win against Kent School on 
Hewett Day, Saturday Oct. 20. 

Coach McDonald said that 
the strength of the team this year is 
the team’s determination and grit. 
This has been proven by numerous 
matches where the team bounces 
back in a match after being down. 
“We had a number of sets this 
season where we were behind 
in the set and then came back to 
win it by working through adver-
sity,” Coach McDonald said. 

Last season going into 
Hewett Day, the team had a 
record of 5-2, and now before 
Hewett Day the team’s record 
is 7-2. Coach McDonald said 

he believes that it is because 
of the team’s strong offense. 

Acco rd ing  to  Coach 
McDonald, even though the 
team’s offense is fantastic, the 
girls still need to work on defense 
as a whole. He said that individual 
players are working on their skills.

“The team has improved a 
lot defensively, but they still need 
to work on working together on 
defense and covering the court 
based on what the opposition is 
doing,” Coach McDonald said. 

The goal of the team is to 
reach their maximum potential 
both as a team and individually, 
which should not be a problem if 
they continue doing what they have 
been doing: working hard in prac-
tice and competing with intensity. 

Coach McDonald said 
that junior Co-captain Sydney 
Smith is an influential offen-
sive player  on the court . 

Coach of the Month: 
Field Hockey Head 
Coach Nicole Blake

H e a d  C o a c h  N i c o l e 
Blake’s passion and commit-
ment to coaching is a key to the 
continued success of the field 
hockey team, which is currently 
leading with a record of 8-2

Along with the 8-2 overall 
record, the team is 5-1 in the 
month of October, and currently 
are on a five game winning streak. 
Coach Blake says this is due to 
a couple factors. “We have been 
able to win so many games and 
have a better record than last 
year because everyone’s skill 
level has improved immensely,” 
Coach Blake said. “Last year we 
still needed to mature and mold 
as a team. This year we connect 
as a team on and off the field.” 

Coach Blake has the team 
focus on things that the team 
struggled with the last game. 
Some of these things include 
scoring goals without driving the 
ball, corners, and conditioning, 
much to the dismay of the team. 

“I come up with new drills, 
condition them a lot, and continue 
to adapt practice to our game 
needs,” she said. Junior goal-
keeper Caitlin Budzik commented 
on the things she likes that Blake 
is doing for the team. “I like that 
she works us hard in practice and 
she helps us gel as a team through 
team bonding exercises,” she said. 
“I also like that she has zero toler-
ance for attitude problems that 
come up on the team, which keeps 
us in line. One other thing I like 
is that while skill is a large part of 
determining who plays, if someone 
is giving 100% effort then they will 

get a chance to prove themselves. 
I think that inspires people to play 
to the best of their ability and that 
it’s a great motivational tool.” 

 Junior forward Co-captain 
Cici Chagnon said she agreed with 
Budzik and added more on how 
she thinks the team could improve. 
“I think our team chemistry is 
good, but our communication 
could get better. It’s just as impor-
tant in field hockey as it is in other 
sports, so I think we could work 
on talking on the field more,” she 
said. “Coach Blake was a big part 
of helping us get that team chem-
istry with team bonding exercises, 
and she is constantly trying to get 
us as a team to be more vocal on 
the field, especially the captains 
and other leaders on the team.”

Coach Blake changes the 
team’s strategies depending on 
the skill level of the other team. 
“When we are playing worse 
teams, we push the defense up 
more so that the forwards also 
move forward into the opposing 
team’s goal. This puts more pres-
sure on the other team because 
they have less space to play into,” 
Budzik said.  “When we play 
stronger teams, our forwards 
push back so that we can mark 
everyone on the opposing team.” 

Coach Blake said she hopes 
that the team can continue with this 
winning streak they currently have 
going but she understands that 
they still have a tough schedule 
coming up. “The season has been 
great so far, and I can’t wait to 
see how we finish,” she said.

After Hewett Day, the girls 
next game is away at Wilbraham.and 
Monson.   

by Kush Kataria ’20

by Hunter Meshanic ’21

“Sydney Smith is our 
strongest offensive player and 
contributes to the team in all 
aspects, no matter where she 
is,” Coach McDonald said. 

He also said that senior 
Co-captain Kathryn Westrick is 
doing a fantastic job as a setter. 

He further mentioned that 
sophomore Mackenzie Caruso is 
great as a libero, which is a defen-
sive specialist. He said Caruso has 
wonderfully adjusted to this diffi-
cult position despite this being her 
first season on the varsity team. 

“This year’s team is having a 
great season because of their team 
chemistry and everybody works 
together well,” Coach McDonald 
said. “They support each other 
and have fun playing together. 
I think that we are discovering 
that this is a really good team, 
but we still need to put in the 
work to have a great season.” 

With a well rounded and 
strong offense, accompanied with 
a defense that is unstoppable, the 
girls varsity field hockey team 
is continuing to dominate their 
opponents. They have recently 
gone on a win streak, winning 
their last two games against Mill-
brook and Cheshire Academy. 

Before their win streak, 
however, the Wyverns suffered 
a tough loss to Pomfret. “It was 
a hard loss,’’ junior Co-Captain 
Keegan McMahon said. “We 
just took a step back and refo-
cused ourselves.”  The Wyverns 
couldn’t pull out a win, losing 4-2. 

However, the Wyverns 
quickly bounced back, refocusing 
themselves and setting some goals 
for the next few games. “We’ve 
been focusing fast passes,’’ Head 
Coach Nicole Blake said. “It will 
help with passing while players 
are sprinting down the field.” 

The Wyverns went on 
to win against Millbrook 5-1 
and Cheshire Academy 2-1. 
When asked what contributed 
to the team’s success, Coach 
Blake hado one name. “Abby 
McLaughlin,” she said. “She 
has been the glue of this team.” 

Sophomore midfielder Abby 
McLaughlin is known to play at 
100%. She is a fast goal scorer, 
racing and weaving through the 
opponent and taking powerful 
shots on goal. Her intensity, 
drive, and competitiveness push 
her teammates to the next level.

Coach Blake said that soph-
omore midfielder Arie Lang has 
also been a fierce player. “She 

has been moving the ball down 
the field with finesse and feeding 
her teammates with great passes,” 
Coach Blake said. Lang has also 
been a consistent goal scorer, 
contributing to her team’s victories. 

In addition to contributions 
made by Lang and McLaughlin, 
a stellar defense has made the 
Wyverns a dominant team. Junior 
defender Margo Dowgiewicz and 
McMahon played an outstanding 
game, stopping their opponents 
offense time and time again. 
Coach Blake talked about her 
defense and how well they have 
been playing lately. “They are 
an integral force on this field that 
does not let much get by them.” 

The Wyverns went on to play 
Ethel Walker school on Friday, Oct. 
11. Last year, the team suffered a 
tough loss against them, losing 4-3. 
It was a test of their ability and 
improvements as a team. This year, 
however, the Wyverns turned the 
table and showed their opponent 
who they really are, winning 3-2. 

When asked about the reason 
for their success, junior midfielder 
Victoria Swanson talked about 
how well KO has been playing as a 
team.“We just all really connected 
and started to play as a team 
instead of individuals,”she said.  

The Wyverns have also 
had more success taking what 
they learned in practice and 
implementing it in their games. 
They practice different skills 
depending on what games 
are coming up and how chal-
lenging their next opponent is. 

This is  evidenced by 
the continuing progress of 
McLaughlin as well as junior 

defender Cami Forslund, both of 
whom made great contributions to 
the win. In addition, the Wyverns 
scoring was on fire, as three 
different people scored against 
Ethel Walker: Goals were scored 
by senior forward Co-captain 
Alex D’Addabbo, junior forward 
Izzy Burke, and junior forward 
Co-captain Cici  Chagnon. 

The Wyverns continued to 
dominate, leaving their opponent 
Hopkins in the dust, sweeping 
them 3-0. They continued to 
gel as a team as well as grow as 
individuals. For instance, junior 
Goalie Caitlin Budzik played 
her best game this season, stop-
ping all her opponents shots 
and earning herself a shutout. 

“Caitlin played really hard 
throughout the whole game,” 
McMahon said. Similarly, the 
Wyverns continued to put up points 
on the board, with scores from 
D’Addabbo, Burke, and Lang. 

The has tied last season’s 
wins, and if they keep on their 
current win streak, they will surely 
shatter their previous record. 
“Our goal moving forward,’’ 
Coach Blake said, “is to continue 
winning the rest of  the season.” 
The Wyverns play their next 
game on Saturday, Oct. 26 at 3:00 
against Wilbraham and Monson. 

The team looks to bounce 
back from their Hewett Day 
loss and achieve the goal of 
winning more games than they 
did last year. If the team wins 
one more game this year, they 
will end up with a winning 
record.With a winning record, 
the chances that the team makes 
the playoffs increases drastically.

Field hockey powers 
through competition
by Conor Caneday ’21
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Cross country sprints to success, 
prepares for upcoming tournaments

The boys and girls cross 
country teams continue to 
push  and work hard , under 
the leadership  of the standout 
captains and upperclassmen. .  

On Saturday, Oct. 5, the 
boys and girls cross country 
teams hosted Westminster School 
and Williston Northampton 
School in their home opener.

For the boys team Head 
Coach Fritz Goodman said he 
believed the team performed 
tremendously. “Every person on 
the team had a personal best for 
the season,” Coach Goodman said. 
He was particularly proud of senior 
Co-captain Ethan Pinkes, who 
came in second place in the invi-
tational, losing by one second. The 
boys team fell short in this meet.

The girls team also saw 
great improvement in their 
meet. “All seven of our runners 
were able to crush their season 
bests and October goals,” Head 
Coach Tricia Watson said. 

She said that she was really 
proud of how hard her team ran. 
The girls cross country team 
also finished third in this race.

Both the boys and girls cross 
country teams traveled to Pomfret 
School on Saturday, Oct. 12, in 
an effort to ruin Pomfret’s home-
coming. Both teams did just that.

The boys team was able 
to win the race. Going into the 
meet, Coach Goodman and his 

team knew that Pomfret’s fastest 
runner was exceptional. That 
meant that the Wyverns had to 
run in packs and hope to displace 
Pomfret’s runners; that means 
not allowing them to finish first 
and second, third and fourth, or 
simply back to back. “Our second 
and third place runners have been 
working closely and our third, 
fourth, and fifth have been very 
close so our team has been getting 
much better results,” Pinkes said. 

The girls team also was 

able to get a win against Pomfret. 
“Everyone had a great race and 
worked their hardest on the diffi-
cult course,” sophomore Captain 
Stella Risinger said. She also spoke 
about how amazing it was to see 
her teammate, sophomore Ashleigh 
Stepnowski, set the course record. 

“Pomfret was a brand new 
course, which means whoever won 
the race set the course record,” 
Risinger said. “Ashleigh knew 
this too, and even with the added 
pressure she pushed herself from 

the start and came in before anyone 
else, which was awesome!”

Both Coach Goodman and 
Coach Watson said they are very 
proud of their teams’ improve-
ment. Coach Goodman pushed 
his team to set reasonable goals, 
go about doing everything possible 
to achieve those goals, and so 
far his team has done just that. 

Coach Watson said that even 
though her team is really young, as 
it doesn’t contain a single senior, it 
still has great leadership and loves 

to compete. But they still have a 
lot of fun. “The fun thing about a 
small team is that everyone knows 
each other very well,” Risinger 
said, “and we know each other’s 
goal times, and other things we 
are working on so we can support 
each other as we reach those goals, 
and celebrate when we hit them.” 

The boys cross country 
team hosted Wilbraham and 
Monson Academy Son Hewett 
day, which was Saturday, Oct. 
19. The girls team also competed 
against Wilbraham and Monson 
in addition to Suffield Academy. 

This meet also acted as senior 
day for the three seniors, Pinkes, 
Co-captain William Burstein, and 
Elán Stadelmann. Coach Goodman 
praises these seniors with setting 
the tone for the team. “No team 
is allowed to work harder than 
we do,” Coach Goodman said. “I 
think my seniors have been a great 
example to the underclassmen.” 

Coach Goodman also 
wants the seniors to know that 
they are part of something bigger. 
“At the end of the season I want 
them to know they are a part of 
a continuing legacy,” said Coach 
Goodman. “And I want them 
to feel as though they’ve done 
everything they can to continue 
the legacy for the younger kids.” 

T h e  n e x t  m e e t  w i l l 
be on Saturday, Oct. 26, at 
Williston Northampton School. 
The boys are preparing  for 
the  championship  season.

by Nick Traver ’20

The girls cross country team sprints out of the starting line despite the heat during a meet. Photo by Rob Kyff.

Boys varsity soccer scores big 
wins against tough competition 

Kingswood Oxford boys 
varsity soccer is sporting a record 
of 6-2-1 and looks to keep the 
great season going, as they face 
tougher competitors on the field. 

“We are doing a very 
good job keeping possession 
throughout the games, moving 
the ball from side to side,” said 
Head Coach Hikmet Aslan. 

The Wyverns are finding 
their groove, and are working 
as a team to finish their goals, 
leading them to  success .

KO had a home game 
against Kent Monday Oct. 7. 
Last year they lost to Kent which 
really made them even more 
determined to win this year. 
Senior forward Niko Rodriguez 
started the game off strong with 
a great shot on net that scored. 

The Wyverns were down 
3-1, but they were not giving up. 
The Wyverns got a penalty kick 
and junior midfielder Colin Ruiz 
took a rip and scored the goal with 
ease in the bottom right corner.

The team was down 3-2, 
they needed one more goal to tie 
it up. In the last ten minutes of 
the game, sophomore midfielder 
Aidan Dillow dribbled through 
three defenders, took a strong 
shot and scored a screamer. 
The game ended with a 3-3 tie.

The Wyverns had an away 

game against Pomfret on Saturday, 
Oct. 12. “We played very well, 
moving the ball a lot in the center 
of the field and taking great shots,” 
said junior defender Chris Sienko. 
Aslan began the game with a break-
away and scoring a great goal.

Followed by Aslan’s goal, 
Rodriguez scored a strong penalty 

kick going upper ninety, and junior 
forward Carter Meshanic had a nice 
finish making the score 3-2. Aslan 
ended the game with a nice shot 
in the bottom right corner of the 
goal, sneaking just past the goalie.

According to Coach Aslan, 
the defense was very good that 
game, and they did a very good 

job controlling the midfield, 
having the majority of possession 
throughout the game. The hard 
work of the Wyverns paid off with 
them taking home the victory.

The Wyverns had a home 
game on October 16 against 
Gunnery. The Wyverns had an 
impressive start to this game 
with Meshanic getting a through 
ball from Rodriguez and beating 
two defenders with speed. 
Meshanic scored this goal in 27 
seconds, which is a school record. 

After that, Ruiz dribbled the 
ball up the sideline and had a great 
cross and the ball was deflected 
into the goal by the opposing team.

It was 2-1, and Aslan broke 
through the defenders to have a 
1v1 with the goalie. He ripped 
the ball to the corner, reflecting 
off the post and into the goal. 
Senior forward Brandon Stake 
scored a rocket from the top of the 
box, making the final score 4-1.

Coach Aslan said that if they 
keep playing as good as they are, 
good things are bound happen   
as they face tough competition.

by Jaden Weinstein ’21

Sophomore forward Brio Aslan dribbles against Marianopolis School during the night game. Photo by David Newman.
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by Christian Pedro ’22 and 
Keegan McMahon ’21

Players of 
the Moment

Wes Pierce

Senior Wes Pierce smiles with Wyverm pride. 
Photo by Cecilia Wang ’20.

From strong offense to even 
better defense, football’s player 
of the moment is senior line-
backer and fullback Co-captain 
Wes Pierce, who has exhibited 
his ability to make an impact on 
the game on both sides of the ball. 

Pierce, a four year KO 
varsity football player, is in the 
midst of his final season and 
still proves to be a substantial 
factor to the team’s success.

Pierce shared a little bit 
about how he likes to approach 
every play on offense and defense. 

“With my physical play, I 
feel that getting the job done is 
what I like to focus on,” Pierce 
said. “Whether that is filling a 
gap on defense so someone else 
can make the play, or making the 
proper block on offense, I try to do 
my job right, and get it done fast.” 

Pierce was also named 
one of the squads four captains 
this season and has consistently 
shown his leadership skills on and 

off the field. As one of the team’s 
prime leaders, he often likes to 
challenge his fellow teammates to 
go all in during every rep or play. 

“I challenge the team in 
the same way both during prac-
tice, and on game day,” Pierce 
expressed. “I try and preach the 
idea that maximum effort needs 
to be given in practice and games, 
and that we need to be better 
than we were the day before.”

From Head Coach James 
Wells’ point of view, Pierce is one of 
the major influencers on the team, 
and his attitude is always lively. 

“He never has a bad day, 
always upbeat and positive,”  Coach 
Wells said. “The team definitely 
feeds off of him and looks to him 
on how to respond to the different 
situations teams find themselves 
in throughout a long season.” 

As for his mentality on the 
field, Pierce likes to stay loose and 
have fun because, as a utility player, 
he has a lot of jobs to cover over 
the course of a game. Coach Wells 
applauds his ability to contribute 
to the team in many ways. 

Gianna 
Christiana

This sophomore is seen 
either scoring goals or stopping 
goals on the defensive side of the 
field.  The player of the moment for 
girls varsity soccer is sophomore 
center back Gianna Christiana. 

Christiana has been a part 
of the Kingswood Oxford girls 
varsity soccer team for three 
years now and started when she 
was in eighth grade at the school. 
She has personally been playing 

soccer since the age of three.  
Last year she was a leader 

by example on and off the field 
but this year she has become a 
more vocal leader on the field. 
“Gianna is one of the more 
vocal leaders on our team this 
year.” Coach McCarthy said. 

Christiana loves her team 
and brings her all every prac-
tice and game.  “She gives 
her all in both practice and 
games,” Assistant Coach Katie 
McCarthy said. “She gives 
110% in everything she does.” 

She has improved drastically 
on the field with her confidence in 
bringing the ball down the field and 
stepping up on players when being 
an aggressive defensive player.  

“I have improved on my 
first touch and my fitness level,” 
Christiana said.  Her goals reflect 
on what she has improved on this 
year, including keeping a positive 
mindset throughout the later half 
of the year. “Even when the game 
does not go our way, I want to play 
hard and never give up,” she said.

She plays outside back or 

stopper, yet she also has learned to 
bring the ball up the field and now 
is making great offensive plays.  

“She steps into players 
aggressively, and she also 
receives the ball now and 
moves forward to distribute the 
play,” Coach McCarthy said. 

“In recent games against 
Ethel Walker and Pomfret, she 
has really stepped up multiple 
times by being aggressive and 
getting into the offensive to help 
create scoring opportunities,” 
said Coach McCarthy.  Chris-
tiana wants the team to keep 
a positive mindset, have fun 
playing the game, and always 
showing great sportsmanship.  

Christiana said she hopes to 
grow as player with two more years 
of KO soccer ahead.  She said she 
wants to work on her communi-
cation, working to get every ball 
that comes to her and improving 
her placement on her corner kicks. 

Come see Christiana and the 
girls varsity soccer team against 
Hotchkiss on Saturday Oct. 26 
at 5:15 p.m. on the grass fields. 

“His impact on the field is 
not only in his ability to block, 
tackle, and catch, but in his ability 
to do whatever needs to be done 
for the success of the team,” Coach 
Wells said. “He has multiple posi-
tions that require a multitude of 
skills and he does them all well.”

Pierce looks forward to 
the remainder of the season, 
and hope to finish out his 
Wyvern football career strong. 

First lit night games are a success
by Keegan McMahon ’21
      and Jaden Weinstein ’21

 On Friday, Oct. 18, it was 
the first night game at Kingswood 
Oxford in a long time, and the 
new lights illuminated the field.  

The varsity boys and 
girls soccer teams playing that 
night were focused and deter-
mined to win their games. The 
crowd was wild, yelling with 
team spirit and chanting to 
encourage their team to win.

The girls’ soccer varsity 
team played at 5:15 p.m. against 
Westminster School. The girls 
got off to a great start as they 
got a penalty kick off a foul. 

Senior midfielder Captain 
Jamie Scarpantonio scored this 
penalty kick with ease, and the 
Wyverns were off to a great start. 
Throughout the first half, the girls 
played with poise and enjoyed the 
game on the turf. “I love playing 
on turf and think that our team as a 
whole does too,” Scarpantonio said.

The Wyverns went down two 
in the first half with a score of 2-1 
but continued to battle throughout 
the whole game, ultimately losing 
4-10 to a skilled Westminster team. 
The team was overall very excited 
for the game and could not wait to 

play the night before homecoming. 
 Even though the girls 

lost, many people came out to 
support and everyone had fun 
bringing the community together. 

The boys varsity soccer 
team played their game at 7:15 
p.m. against Marianapolis School. 
At this time, the sky was pitch 
black and just as the girls game, 
the bleachers were overflowing 

with fans. The team was focused 
and determined to win, walking 
on to the turf with confidence.

The boys had a great start 
to the game with sophomore 
Brio Aslan, breaking through 
the defense and scoring a goal 
with ease in the bottom corner 
of the net. The crowd went wild 
which gave the boys the adrena-
line to play well the whole game. 

“It was great having the crowd 
cheering us on, they really kept 
us in the game, and contrib-
uted to the victory,” Aslan said.

Later in the game, the 
boys got a penalty kick which 
senior Brandon Stake took. 

The crowd went quiet, 
allowing Stake to focus, and it 
paid off when he scored a strong 
penalty kick. Throughout the 

game, the defense was very strong 
causing the opposing team to 
only score once during the game. 
According to Head Coach Hikmet 
Aslan, senior Captain Jack Risley 
had the game of his life, playing 
outside defense and standing as 
a brick wall on the right wing.

In the last 20 minutes of 
the game, the Wyverns were up 
2-0. Senior Jackson Wolff was 
carrying the ball up the center of 
the field. About 10 yards outside 
the top of the box, he took a 
rip and he scored a screamer! 
According to Coach Aslan, it was 
one of the best goals of the season.

 Both teams played really 
well and really enjoyed playing on 
the turf. “It was so much fun playing 
on the turf at night. I would love to 
play on the turf at night again in 
the future,” junior Colin Ruiz said.

The fans also had a great 
time. “It was a lot of fun watching 
the teams play, and I would like for 
there to be more night games in the 
future,” junior Ethan Raisner said. 

A lot of fans stayed through 
both games, which shows that 
they were enjoying themselves.  
Overall, the night games were 
a success, bringing together 
the KO community while also 
helping promote KO athletics. The boys varsity soccer team leaps in excitement for their night game against Marianapolis. Photo by David Newman. 

Sophomore Gianna Christiana prepares for a 
cross from a teammate. Photo by Amelia Levine 
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Varsity football fights back following 
rough start to an aggressive season 
by Christian Pedro ’22 

Despite losing their first two 
games, the varsity football team 
has bounced back with two shutout 
victories approaching mid-season. 

The Wyverns suffered 
a tough loss away at Pingree 
44-21 in their first regular 
season game, and fell to the New 
Hampton School 37-21 in their 
first home game of the season.

 Junior wide receiver Nate 
Capodice led the scoring effort 
in the game against Pingree with 
two touchdowns, while junior 
wide receiver Jeff Davis picked 
up a touchdown reception as well.

 Davis also caught three 
touchdowns in the team’s 
loss against New Hampton. 

Even though the team 
lost their first two games of 
the fall, they out-scored their 
opponents 35-7 in the two 
first halves of football against 
the Highlanders and Huskies. 

On Hewett Day, Saturday 
Oct. 20, the team fought hard, 
but could not pull out the victory 
and suffered a 24-21 loss. 

Unfortunately, the team 
has faced challenges this year in 
terms of injury and staying healthy. 
Some of the team’s biggest impact 
players have either had to leave 

the game early or have missed 
full games as a result of injuries. 

This was especially prevalent 
in their loss against Pingree where 
five starters had to make an early 
exit. However, junior linebacker 
Co-captain Sam Smith believes 
that the team can overcome these 
setbacks. “A lot of young guys are 
being thrown into the mix,” Smith 
said. “Everyone has to do their job 
and play their role. If they do, we 
are a very tough team to beat.”  

In their next two matchups, 
the football team shined on 
both sides of the ball, shutting 

out Cushing Academy and the 
Tilton School 96-0 in total. The 
defense was especially strong 
in these two games with over 
five forced fumbles and recov-
eries, two interceptions, and 
several stops on fourth downs. 

The Wyvern’s scoring effort 
in these contests was impressive 
as well. They had touchdowns all 
across the board in both games, 
including standout performances 
from senior quarterback Co-captain 
Sam Capodice, junior safety 
Michael Demio, and senior defen-
sive tackle Co-captain Joey Aiello. 

Head Coach James Wells 
touched upon some key takeaways 
from the two Wyvern victories. 
“They were total team victories 
where every player played in the 
game,” Coach Wells said. “In addi-
tion, our least experienced players 
finished each game by stopping the 
opponents’ offense in the fourth 
quarters to preserve the shutout.” 

The captains for this years 
team are S. Capodice, Aiello, 
Smith, and senior lineback full-
back Wes Pierce. They have all 
been extremely impactful on the 
field as players and off the field 

as captains. Capodice shared 
what kind of team dynamic he 
likes to emphasize. “I try and 
set a good example for younger 
players and compete everyday in 
practice,” Capodice said. “I want 
everyone to be focused on winning 
and not taking any plays off.”

The football team’s chem-
istry has played a big role in 
their play this year on the field 
as well. “We are one big family, 
and you can see that on the field 
when we play as well as in the 
locker room,” Smith added.

The team looked to continue 
their strong play and take down 
Dexter-Southfield, a big rival, in 
their annual Hewett Day matchup 
at home. However, they fell to 
Dexter-Southfield 24-21. The 
Wyverns are home again next week 
facing Proctor Academy. To end the 
season, KO is on the road against 
King School and at home against 
Hamden Hall in a night game. 

Coach Wells expects the 
team to finish the season off 
strong in the coming weeks. “My 
standards for the team are high, 
and are getting higher as I see 
what they are capable of,” Coach 
Wells voiced. “If the coaches 
keep encouraging and pushing 
the guys, and the team continues 
to work hard, the sky’s the limit.”

Girls varsity soccer challenges strong 
competition, secures two rugged wins 
by Keegan McMahon’21 

 The girls varsity soccer 
team has kicked off the year with 
a record of 7 wins and 2 losses. 

Leading the pack are 
senior Co-captains Jamie Scar-
pantonio and Ainsley Vaughn 
and Head Coach Tracy Deeter.  

The girls play a tough 
schedule with many skilled teams 
even though they are having a 
losing season record wise, they are 
winning with team effort and never 
giving up throughout  a game.

T h e  g i r l s ’  t e a m 
faced off against the Kent 
School on Monday, Oct. 7.  

The girls fought the whole 
game and came up with a 5-1 win.  
Keys standouts in the game were 
Scarpantonio who played a rough 
game yet still placed the ball in the 
back of the net cleanly, Vaughn who 
also scored two goals, and juniors 
Catherine Daniels and Sophia 
Schultz also each scored a goal.  

The  team then  t rav-
e led  to  Ethe l  Walker  on 
Friday, Oct. 11 but arrived 
home with a crushing 4-1 loss.

 Daniels put the Wyverns on 
the scoreboard halfway through 
the second half, yet the girls’ 
still found it difficult to capi-
talize on scoring opportunities. 

Kingswood Oxford was 

back on the road again against 
Pomfret on Saturday, Oct. 12 but 
after a hard fought game, fell 3-2.  

The  game  was  ve ry 
c o m p e t i t i v e  s i n c e  t h e 
Wyverns were equal in skill.  

Scarpantonio  put  the 
Wyverns up by one in the first 
half and junior Annelise Vaughn 
helped the Wyverns score 
their second goal of the day.  

In the last 15 minutes, 

though, Pomfret found the net twice 
and the girls fell to the Griffins. 

“Most of our games have 
been very close, but unfortunately 
not been ending in the way that 
we would like,” Scarpantonio 

said.  She also said that the Ethel 
Walker game did not go well for 
them, but they hope to bounce 
back in the later half of the season.  

“The team is looking to 
improve within their game,” said 
Assistant Coach Katie McCarthy. 
“The first one is that we need to 
respond better when teams score 
on us and the second improvement 
is working their offense more and 
finding the back of the net faster.”  

The girl’s have many 
goals for the rest of the season 
including connecting with 
each other all through the 
midfield and offensive zone. 

“My goal for the season 
is to make the team a posi-
tive and fun environment for 
all the players,” Vaughn said. 

She also said team chemistry 
is very important since they need 
to work together and develop the 
same mindset. They always cheer 
each other on no matter a win or not. 

“We a lways  want  to 
improve  our communication on 
the field and on the more tech-
nical side. We want to quicken 
our speed of play,” Vaughn said. 

The team faces off against 
Hotchkiss on Saturday, Oct. 26 at 
5:15 p.m. on the grass fields. It will 
be a fun filled game and will also 
be the team’s senior day. Come 
out to support your Wyverns! Senior Co-Captain Jamie Scarpantonio races a defender down the field. Photo by David Newman.

Senior Co-Captain Sam Capodice throws the ball down the field against Cushing Academy.   Photo by Benjamin Baby. 


