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Giffords visits KO to promote 
‘Protect All Women’ campaign

Former Arizona Congress-
woman Gabrielle Giffords visited 
KO on Thursday, Oct. 16 to kick-off 
the Connecticut portion of “Protect 
All Women,” a national campaign 
to reduce violence against women.  

Ms. Giffords, who was seri-
ously wounded by a deranged 
gunman in Tucson, Ariz., on 
Jan. 8, 2011, is the co-founder 
of Americans for Respon-
sible Solutions, an organiza-
tion dedicated to protecting 
women from gun violence. 

During her two-hour visit to 
campus, Ms. Giffords led a one-
hour, round-table discussion with 
a group of area civic leaders and 
officials in the Seaverns Confer-
ence room and then visited the 
Baird Symposium English class 
on the ground floor of Seaverns.  

Ms. Giffords, who still 
suffers from the effects of being 
shot in the head, walks with a cane 
and speaks with difficulty. Since the 
attack, she has been a strong advo-

cate for tougher gun-control laws.
Ms. Giffords’ visit to campus 

was facilitated by KO parent Karen 
Jarmoc, who is the chief executive 
officer of the Connecticut Coali-
tion Against Domestic Violence. 

One noticeable participant 
in the discussion was U.S. Senator 

(D-CT) Richard Blumenthal, who 
met Ms. Giffords right after the 
December 2012 shootings in 
Newtown, Conn., where she was 
visiting families of the victims. 

Other participants included 
KO Head of School Dennis 
Bisgaard and his wife, Monica, 

members from various special 
interest groups, police officers, Yale 
University researchers, Connect-
icut prosecutors, and victims of 
domestic violence and their friends.

Mr. Bisgaard said he partici-
pated in the conference because of 
his concern for the welfare of KO 

students. “The emotional, psycho-
logical, and physical safety of 
[KO] students is critical,” he said.

In addition to the guests, 
media members were there 
to cover the event, including 
reporters from WFSB-TV, WVIT-
TV, the Hartford Courant and 
Connecticut Public Broadcasting. 

Discussion participants 
learned that women who are 
abused are five times more likely 
to be killed by their abuser if 
the abuser has access to a gun 
and that one in four women are 
expected to experience partner 
violence at some point in life. 

They also learned that gun 
violence is the third leading cause 
of injury-related death in the 
United States, that over half of 
women murdered in this country 
are killed with a gun, that women 
in the United States are 11 times 
more likely to be killed by a gun 
than women in other developed 
countries, and that women who 
are abused are five times more 

by Max Bash ’15

Senator Richard Blumenthal and former Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords speak to seniors in the AP Senior Seminar 
class. Photo by Claire Halloran ’15.

Homecoming caps off ‘spirited’week
KO students dressed up each 

day during the annual spirit week 
from Monday, Oct. 13 to Friday, 
Oct. 17, leading up to the home-
coming celebration that Saturday.

The theme on Monday 
was “’Merica Monday.” Count-
less students dressed up in 
red, white and blue or chose to 
wear patriotic stars and stripes. 

Tuesday was “Twin Day,” 
when two or more students 
try to look as similar to one 
another as possible. For instance, 
senior Shira Richards-Rachlin 
dressed up like senior Grace 

Gentile,  wearing the same 
clothes and a brown-haired wig. 

Wednesday was originally 
planned be “Would You Be My 
Friend If I Dressed Like This? 
Day.”  and Thursday to be “Fictional 
Character  Day.” However, 
students had to wear normal 
dress code on Wednesday due to 
Grandparents Day in the Middle 
School, so “Fictional Character 
Day” was cut from the schedule.

Thursday ended up as 
“Would You Be My Friend 
Day.” Some students wore 
crazy, mismatched outfits, while 
some teased rival schools or 
sports teams. Seniors Corinne 

by Sophia Harrison ’15 Florian and Jack Reich wore 
Loomis  Chaffee  appa re l .

Friday was “Wyvern Spirit 
Day,” when students dressed in 
KO apparel, jerseys, and colors.

A pep rally was held in 
Roberts Theater during the 
second half of Personal Learning 
Block on “Wyvern Spirit Day.” 

Seniors Nick Bridges and 
Bryant Aylward led the school in 
various cheers, such as the “roll-
ercoaster” and the “boxer,” and 
fall team sports captains partici-
pated in a variety of activities in 
order to get the students excited 
for homecoming the following day. 

Two homecoming videos 

were show during the pep 
rally. Seniors Casey Barter and 
Max Obourn directed one of 
them, while senior Evan Sliker 
and Jack directed the second. 

Three homecoming varsity 
games were held that Friday 
after school, such as volleyball, 
boys soccer, and field hockey. 

S a t u r d a y  g a m e s 
included football, boys and 
girls soccer and cross country. 

The Homecoming Dance 
was held on Saturday, Oct. 18, 
from 8-11 p.m. in the Mead Dining 
Hall. Student Government decided 
to make it “hippie” themed. 

Senior Addie Waskowitz 

said that the room was very 
well decorated for the occasion. 

“They wrapped colorful 
streamers on the walls of the 
cafeteria and handed out peace 
sign necklaces,” Addie said.

The DJ took music requests 
from students throughout the dance. 

Admission to homecoming 
was $5, but for every school supply 
item brought in, students could 
deduct a dollar from the price. 
The items were donated to Fox 
Elementary School in Hartford. 

“ I t  w a s  u n l i k e  a n y 
o t h e r  H o m e c o m i n g  I ’ v e 
been to,” said senior Reilly 
Callahan. “I really enjoyed it.”

Continued on page 15.
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Bisgaard honored at ceremony 
recognizing ‘100 Men of Color’  
by Noah Stanton ’17

Head of School Dennis 
Bisgaard was recently honored, 
among 99 others, at the One 
Hundred Men of Color Black 
Tie Gala on Friday, October 3. 

The event,  consisting 
of live music, guest speakers, 
a formal dinner and an award 
ceremony, occurred at the 
Bushnell Theatre in Hartford.

Event coordinator June 
Archer, president and CEO 
of Eleven28 Entertainment, 
began this annual celebra-
tion two years ago in order to 
help counter negative images 
of people of color in the media. 

Hundreds of men are nomi-
nated each year, but the 100 
honorees selected are those who 
truly represent the ideal in terms of 
a strong, dedicated person of color. 

The winners attend the 
event with no charge; they 
are also awarded a certificate, 
signed by Connecticut State 
Governor Dannel Malloy, as 
well as an engraved plaque.

Mr. Bisgaard said he was 
pleasantly surprised after finding 
out several weeks ago that he 
had been selected. “I did not 

know much about it…there were 
certainly some impressive folks 
[chosen],” he said. “I was proud 
to be in such good company.”

His qualifications certainly 
demonstrate that he is well 
worthy of the award. Mr. Bisgaard 
serves on the boards of several 
charitable associations, such as 
Student Achievement Through 
Opportunity (SATO), Covenant 
Preparatory School, and an anti-
domestic violence organization.

Mr. Bisgaard said that 
the gala is “intended to be a 
positive event that focuses on 
the good things that men of 
color do in the community.” 

He said that the honorees 
come from a wide variety 
of careers and backgrounds: 
“There are entertainers, there 
are athletes, lawyers, business 
people, and TV personalities.” 

Some of the other recipi-
ents  this year  include, Presi-
dent & CEO of Moore Basket-
ball Clinic Kendrick Moore, 
neurophysiologist at Howard 
University Dr. Vernon Alex-
ander Ruffin, and NBC Connect-
icut news anchor Seth Lemon.

In addition to honoring those 
selected, the gala also serves as a KO Head of School Dennis Bisgaard. Photo by Claire Halloran ‘15.

Sports fans a bit too 
‘cheery’ at games
by Ryan Nesbit ’16

Recent unsportsmanlike 
behavior by KO fans at varsity 
football games has raised concerns 
among school administrators. 

Athletics Director Sue 
Cabot said that some KO students 
are riding officials or singling out 
opposing players from time to 
time. She said that she is not upset 
with anyone, but that students 
need to be respectful of others. 
Ms. Cabot conveyed this message 
to students at an Upper School 
assembly in late September.  

Senior Evan Sliker, who 
has attended all of the football 
games, said that some KO fans 
have disparaged officials and 
opposing players. He said that he 
believes this behavior was never 
meant to be offensive to anyone.

“It’s not like we’re trying to 
hurt the other team,” said Evan. 
“Just sometimes your emotions 
get the best of you and you say 
things you probably shouldn’t.” 

Ms. Cabot said that she 
understands emotions are a big 
part in sports. “Athletics are 
emotional; sometimes kids are 
going to express their displea-
sure,” she said. “We just need to 
cheer and focus on our team.”

Both Evan and Ms. Cabot 
suggested having students at 
the games with prepared chants 
that focus only on the positive 
aspects of KO teams. Evan said 
he would really like to see the 
student section work as a whole.

“If we could do cheers 
like the rollercoaster at the foot-
ball games, it would be a really 
cool thing to see,” he said. 

Sophomore Chris Adam-
sons said that it can be hard not 
to pick out opposing players, 
because fans at big-time colleges 
across America do it all of the time.

However, Ms. Cabot said 
that students must keep in mind 
that KO is not a Division I univer-
sity playing on national televi-
sion. “We need to stick to our 
values,” she said. Ms. Cabot also 
said that she hopes to create “a 
culture that people are envious of.”

Senior football Captain 
Sharrieff Grice said that he thinks 
having the fans provides a lot of 
energy at the games and has been 
especially helpful to encourage 
the team. “When it’s late in the 
game and we need a first down or 
a stop, the fans give us an extra 
boost of energy. We really have 
a home-field advantage,” he said. 

Hoj to leave 
KO for India
by Jen Shook ’15

After 11 years of teaching at 
KO, English teacher Heidi Hojnicki 
will be leaving the school in Jan. in 
order to relocate to India with her 
husband, Sujal Shah, and her son.

The relocation comes as a 
result of a recent job change for 
Mr. Shah, a senior director of Inter-
national Engineering for ESPN. He 
will be mainly involved in Cricinfo, 
an informational website for fans 
of cricket. In order for Mr. Shah 
to take this position, Ms. Hojnicki, 
her husband, and their 2-year old 
son, Che, will be spending the 
next two to three years in Banga-
lore, Karnataka in southern India.

While Ms. Hojnicki said 
that she will miss teaching at KO, 
she said the opportunity to live in 
a foreign country for an extended 
period seemed too good an oppor-
tunity for her family to pass up. 

“This was a really difficult 
decision for me to make, espe-
cially to leave in the middle of 
the school year, but this was a 
really cool opportunity, especially 
for our child to live in another 
country,” Ms Hojnicki said. 

Over her 11 years at KO, 
Ms. Hojnicki has not only taught 
English, but also become involved 
as an advisor for numerous 
clubs and student organizations. 

She is the advisor for the 
Gender and Sexuality Alliance 

(GSA) and the Student Govern-
ment Association (SGA) as well as 
a member of KO’s Cultural Compe-
tence Team. She also teaches 
two junior English classes, a 
freshman class, and “Crossroads,” 
a senior elective English class. 

When she leaves in January, 
her junior classes will be taken 
over by English teacher Alex 
Merrill, and her freshman class 
will be taken over by English 
teacher Deb Carroll. Her advisee 
group will meet in the college 
resource room and will be advised 
mainly by their college advisors. 

The GSA will be left in the 
hands of math teacher Josh Feder. 
While the school has yet to find 
a new advisor for the SGA, Ms. 
Hojnicki said she is holding out 
hope that Spanish teacher Juan  
Martinez will take up the position. 

While in India, Ms. Hojnicki 
said she is hoping to do a lot of 
traveling and is planning to do a 
podcast with her husband. She also 
hopes to continue being connected 
to KO by helping to arrange a June 
Term in India for KO students. 
Currently, she is attempting to 
establish a liaison between KO 
and a school in India, which 
would make them sister schools. 

Despite all these exciting 
plans, Ms. Hojnicki said she is 
going to miss KO. “I love what 
I’m teaching,” she said. “I’m 
going to miss my colleagues.” 

charity fundraiser. Any attendees 
not being recognized must pay 
an entrance fee that is donated 
to organizations such as the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Hartford.

Hartford Mayor Pedro 
Segarra, as well as Gov. Malloy, 
both attended and spoke at 
the formal occasion,  with 
Mayor Segarra giving opening 
remarks and Gov.  Malloy 
expressing his congratulations. 

After a live performance 
by The Gifted Onez from the 
Performing Arts Company, 
the central speaker of the gala, 
Emmy-award winner David 
Ushery gave his keynote address. 

The event concluded with 
another performance and a special 
recognition speech by Mr. Archer.

Mr. Bisgaard said that plans 
for an additional award are already 
in the making. “I think in the 
spring, [Mr. Archer] will hold a 100 
Women of Color event,” he said. 

Because previous recipi-
ents of the award and invited 
to return in later years, Mr. 
Bisgaard said that he plans to 
remain involved in the program. 

“ We  r e a l l y  e n j o y e d 
it,” he said. “We will prob-
a b l y  a t t e n d  n e x t  y e a r. ”

Student fans get rowdy and wild while cheering on KO sports teams at homecoming. Photo by Claire Halloran ’15.
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Hewett Day rain 
brings teardrops 

Another school year, another Hewett 
Day. Sort of.  The rain this year really put a 
damper on the normal Hewett Day festivi-
ties, which is a real shame because Hewett 
Day is one of the only days of the school year 
when school spirit at KO is actually palpable.

For the most part, KO’s school spirit 
is a little lacking. It’s not like it’s anyone’s 
fault or it means that we aren’t proud of our 
school. It’s just that during the normal school 
week, we’re pulled in so many different 
directions with classes and sports and other 
extracurricular activities that finding the 
time to come out to support other teams 
is difficult at best and impossible at worst.

Hewett Day is one of the only days 
of the school year when everyone can be 
at KO all day to watch other teams. It’s 
when we can buy spirit wear, get lunch, 

and have a good time watching all of our 
friends play. So it’s just a shame that the 
weather was so disastrous last weekend.

All the Middle School games except 
football got canceled, and the only Upper 
School sports to play were cross country, 
varsity boys soccer, varsity girls soccer, 
and football. While there was still a decent 
showing at the football game, the weather 
made spending the entire day drifting 
from game to game an impossibility.  

We know that rescheduling Hewett 
Day probably would have been far too 
challenging to coordinate, but it doesn’t 
stop us from being disappointed that 
one of the few days we have to really 
enjoy the sense of community at KO 
didn’t turn out the way we had hoped.

Don’t repeat 
the past

Every morning I wake up to find 
out about the next terrible thing that will 
plague our world. This is what I get for 
staying informed though (not every-
thing will be sunshine and rainbows to 
my dismay). I understand that bad things 
happen, but some of the things that have 
gone on this year have been just downright 
wrong; Ebola is a fine example of this.

I regret to add another unfortunate 
piece of news to everyone’s plate, but I 
think that this is a crucial issue that can’t 
be ignored. Anti-Semitism is steadily on the 
rise throughout the world. People say this 
every year, which leads people to believe 
that it’s nothing to be concerned about, but 
this year has been especially worrisome. 

It’s happening even right here in West 
Hartford. While West Hartford may have a 
significant Jewish population, in the past 
six months there have been three extremely 
concerning incidents. I myself found a swas-
tika carved into a table on one of the fields 
this past spring. While it was most likely 
perpetrated by someone outside of KO, 
Matt Kocay promptly removed the symbol. 

Across town at a Hall vs. Conard 
soccer game, spectators were chanting 
extremely inappropriate and derogatory, 
anti-Semitic comments. In addition to that, 
a swastika was found etched into the back 
wall of a classroom at Hall High School, a 
predominantly Jewish school. The admin-
istrations of both schools are actively 
pursuing these frightening incidents.

As one could probably figure out, 
similar incidents are happing all over the 
“tolerant” United States of America. After 
Yom Kippur, the holiest Jewish holiday 
of the year, multiple spray-painted swas-
tikas were found at the Alpha Epsilon Pi 
(a predominantly Jewish fraternity) house 
at Emory University, in Atlanta, GA. 

To add to this, more swastikas were 
found at another Jewish fraternity house 
on campus just a few days later. Emory 
University police are actively investigating 
the incident, but students are shocked 
that something like this could happen at 
such an inclusive, tolerant institution.

Although these incidents are of note, 
the Jewish community has been under far 
worse attack outside of the United States, in 
Europe especially. Many of this year’s anti-
Semitic incidents have been claimed to be 
the result of the ongoing Israeli conflict with 
Hamas (a Palestinian terrorist organization). 
However, these incidents should still be taken 
at face value and are extremely alarming.

To start off, European citizens of 
Jewish faith have been identified and 
targeted all over Europe in the past few 
months. As expected a plethora of protests 
and riots coupled this. At a Holocaust memo-
rial dedication a group of youths stoned 
the monument until police intervened. 

Far worse than that, four Jewish people 
were shot and killed at the Jewish Museum 
in Brussels, Belgium, this summer. While 
this was an utterly sickening crime, sadly 
citizens aren’t the only ones involved in 
this new wave of anti-Semitism throughout 
Europe. Government parties are starting 
to have policies that are very concerning. 
Many leftwing parties now have viru-
lent anti-Israel platforms. In addition, an 
alarming number of right-wing parties that 
were formed on xenophobic anti-immigrant, 
anti-Semitic grounds are gaining control 
in the parliaments of various countries. 
Hungary’s Jobbik party is a prime example 
of one of the more extreme right wing 
parties that are becoming far more common 
throughout Europe then they used to.

If you’re still reading you are prob-
ably thinking that there’s not much worse 
that could possibly happen in addition. 
Sadly, I have to admit that isn’t the case. 
The most concerning incident out of any 
this year have been the fire bombings of 
various temples throughout Europe. This 
happened in Wuppertal, Germany, this 
summer. Unfortunately this wasn’t the first 
anti-Semitic incident in the town’s history as 
a temple was firebombed in the same manner 
in 1938. For those of you who are unaware, 
this happened on Kristallnacht (known as 
“the night of broken glass”), which offi-
cially began the Holocaust that went on to 
claim the lives of not only six million Jews, 
but millions of other minorities as well. 

To go along with this tragedy, 
protesters in Belgium, France, Germany 
and I’m sure countless other countries 
could be heard chanting, “Death to the 
Jews” and “Gas the Jews.” These are the 
words that kept the Holocaust going a little 
less than 100  years ago and every human 
being on this Earth should be both appalled 
by these comments and ready to rise up 
against this growing wave of Anti-Semitism. 

If you’ve ever paid any atten-
tion to a KO history teacher you’d know 
that those who don’t learn the past, often 
repeat it. I’d like to think that we never 
repeat something as horrible as the Holo-
caust, the worst genocide in Human 
history, or anything remotely close to it.

College de-coded
Here we go again. Pull out the jackets 

and scarves. Go for the hot coffee and tea 
instead of their iced counterparts. It’s offi-
cially fall and everything lovely is coming 
up: dentists’ favorite holiday, the end of 
first quarter (Congratulations! You’re a 
fourth of the way through), Thanksgiving 
and the promise of weight gain…oh, and 
how could we forget those college apps? 

This feature of the chilly months 
is unique to senior fall so, as a collec-
tion of (mostly) seniors with college-
bound aspirations, we thought it might be 
helpful to elucidate some particulars of 
the process. At least, we’ll try to explain. 
Honestly, a lot of what makes the appli-
cation process the delightful journey it 
is can really only be understood through 
the experience. Still, we’ll give it a go.

Early: What is this early decision, 
early action, restricted early action, regular 
decision business? Why is Nov. 1 such a 
universally dreaded date? We’ll attempt a 
quick summary. Early decision: you apply 
to one school, that elusive No. 1 choice, in 
a binding agreement. If you get in, you have 
to go there and the application process is 
over. Early action: you apply to a bunch of 

schools early and are not bound to attend 
if you get in. Restricted early action: same 
as early action but you can only apply to 
one school early. Regular decision: all the 
rest. Most have Jan. 1 deadlines, just to 
welcome the New Year in the right way.

Common App: a laundry list of life. 
Basically everything you have ever done 
worth bragging about to colleges. There’s 
your background-check family section, the 
activities section with very specific word 
limits, the self-reporting test section (except 
you have to send an official score report 
anyway from the College Board, which 
exists for the sole person of squeezing as 
much money out of stressed-out college 
wannabes as possible), and finally, the 
essay. This is the essay that goes to every 
single college on your list, save the obnox-
ious ones who consider themselves too 
good for the Common App. This essay 
should encapsulate the entirety of you as a 
person in 650 words; for seniors who have 
finished it at last, the sincerest congratula-
tions. For those who still scour the options 
helplessly, waiting for something to magi-

Continued on page 5.
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The first thing my sister said 
when I got in the car to go home 
from school a week ago was that 
someone at Yale might have Ebola. 
Of course I have heard about 
Ebola, but I never would have 
anticipated it would be 45 minutes 
away from us in New Heaven. 

All I could feel was fear. 
From last year in Empires and 
Republics class and this year in 
Modern World Studies, I have 
learned a vast amount about the 
Black Plague. Is this the new 
Black Plague? Is this our life now – 
constant fear of Ebola lurking near?

Ebola is a world-wide 
epidemic. If the situation is not 
handled with prudency, it will 
continue to become an increasing 
risk for everyone. If you haven’t 
done your research on Ebola, 
don’t worry; I’ll fill you in.

Ebola is a disease within 
humans and other mammals 
caused by the Ebola virus. To 
catch the virus, a person must 
come into contact with the blood 

or other bodily fluids of an infected 
human or animal. Objects contam-
inated with the Ebola virus, such 
as needles, medical equipment 
and meat from infected animals 
(more common in West Africa), 
are also ways Ebola can spread.

First discovered in 1976 near 
the Ebola River, in what is now 
the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Ebola has spread sporadi-
cally in Africa. Guinea, Liberia, 
and Sierra Leone are the three 
countries with a widespread trans-
mission of Ebola. Of documented 
cases, a total of 4,493 people have 
died from Ebola in West Africa.

Unfortunately, the most 
severely affected countries 
(Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone) 
have very weak public health 
infrastructures. They lack human 
and infrastructural resources, 
having only just recently emerged 
from conflict and instability.

Due to the unstable econ-
omies of these countries and 
the massive outbreak of Ebola, 
the World Health Organization 
Director-General declared this 

outburst a public health emer-
gency of international concern. 

The WHO, an arm of the 
United Nations, is responsible 
for coordinating international 
actions in crises such as Ebola. 
However, they have suffered 
budget cuts, and were very slow 
to sound a global alarm on Ebola. 
It was not until Aug. 8, 2014, four 
and a half months into Ebola’s 
epidemic, that the organization 
declared a global emergency.

The WHO’s response aims 
to prevent further Ebola outbreaks 
in West Africa by maintaining 
surveillance of the disease and 
supporting at risk countries with 
developed preparedness plans. 

In early September, there was 
no global response. In the begin-
ning of October, the U.S. ordered 
3,000 military personnel to West 
Africa. Health workers from other 
countries such as Cuba, China, 
and Britain will join them. Protec-
tive gear and mobile laboratories 
will be sent by Canada and Japan. 

With thousands of people 
dying in Africa, the real ques-

tion is how did this get so out 
of control? Now that Ebola is 
widely spread throughout urban 
and rural parts of West Africa, it 
will be much harder to contain. 

Because of  civi l  war 
and poverty, West Africa was 
not equipped for an Ebola 
outbreak,  especia l ly  wi th 
impaired local health systems 
and few doctors and nurses. 

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  h e a l t h 
workers had never experienced 
an Ebola outbreak and did not 
know the symptoms they were 
seeing in the first critical months. 
It was the leap from rural areas 
to crowded cities that made 
Ebola a wide spread outbreak. 

Secondly, many health 
workers fled, with few people 
stepping in to help. Without 
heath workers and hospitals 
providing the right care, people 
with Ebola had no place to go.

Because Ebola is trans-
mitted through bodily fluids of an 
affected person, it seems harder 
to spread than something air 
borne such as the flu. However, 

because of the poor health 
systems, it is easily spread through 
infected medical equipment. 

It is also possible to be 
infected by touching a contami-
nated object. After touching an 
infected item, the germ-covered 
hands may accidently transport 
the virus into the nose, mouth, or 
eyes and enter the blood stream. 

Some funeral traditions and 
practices are further enabling the 
virus to spread. Certain funeral 
and burial services include 
touching, kissing, and staying 
with the deceased body; this 
tradition holds for both healthy 
people and infected victims. 

The Black Plague devastated 
medieval Europe, killing a quarter 
of Europe’s population. However, 
at that time, Europeans did not 
know what caused the plague, what 
caused its spread, and how to treat 
it. In this day and age, we have 
significantly better technology, 
medicine, and communication. 

This virus is also a psycho-
logical one, and fear can spread 
even faster than a disease. 

by Sasha Bash ’17

Ebola comes to Connecticut

The mystery of ‘sauce’ revealed
by Alex Merrill

Upon first glance the word 
“sauce” may conjure up the simple 
image of some glaze of marinara 
on pasta noodles. While this is 
technically correct to the layman, 
the word has come to mean far 
more to the newest generation 
of sauceteers, and who knows 
where this madness may go?  

A simple search for its 
definition leads to Merriam-
Webster, where it is listed as a 
noun: 1. a condiment or relish 
for food, 2. something that adds 
zest or piquancy, 3. stewed fruit 
eaten with other fruit 4. pert or 
impudent language or actions 
(as in “I’ve had enough of your 
sauce!”), or  5. slang for liquor, 
used with the. Not to be forgotten 
is the verb form: 1. to dress with 
relish, 2. to give zest or piquancy 
or 3. to be rude or impertinent to.  

The unfortunate problem 
with the above listing is that the 
dictionary sucks. Yes, it sucks.  
Language is by nature a fluid 
entity of gradually (and thanks 
to the Internet, suddenly) drifting 
agreements between people 
on the symbolic meanings of 
words.  With this understanding, 
a dictionary is simply what one 
moron (or collection of morons 
as the case may be) believes 

the definition of a word to be.
Why, looking up something 

in the dictionary is no better than 
asking a shell what the ocean 
is. Don’t get me wrong; I’m not 
saying don’t talk to seashells. 
They’ve got some personable 
qualities when it comes to under-
standing an ocean, but they’re 
inherently limited in conversation.

If you really want to know 
water, stick your hand into the 
real brine: Urban Dictionary. 
Urban Dictionary, if you’ve been 
living in a remote jungle in the 
Amazon for the last 25 years, 
is a compendium of American 
lexicon (or an exhaustive collec-
tion of stupidity, depending on 
your perspective, read: age). 

It’s an attempt to define 
words as their meanings happen.  
For meaning isn’t; meaning 
happens.  Everyone with a keyboard 
can post definitions to any word 
or phrase; of particular interest 
is slang on this gem of an educa-
tional website (which is tragically 
blocked by the educational filter).  

Here we find many better 
definitions of “sauce.” By far 
the most illuminating, and 
paradoxically the most enig-
matic entry, is entry number 15. 

Entry number 15, posted 
by Moneydawg95 on March 29, 
2011, reads: “You use this word 

when you are struggling to find 
the appropriate word, when you 
think the appropriate word might 
be too harsh, when you are trying 
to convey the grandeur of some 
event, and whenever you want 
to spice up the conversation a 
little.”  Moneydawg 95 adds later, 
“you can never overuse ‘sauce.’”  

Moneydawg95’s accom-
panying example illustrates this 
well: “I just got saucing sauced by 
my saucy teacher with the sauce. 

to Moneydawg95’s brilliance 
from the source itself, the U.D.  

One definition in Urban 
Dic t i ona ry  sugges t s  t ha t 
“sauce” refers to something 
about a hockey puck. Perhaps 
the  t eacher  tha t  Money-
dawg95 refers to plays hockey?  

AchillesBSB, on the other 
hand, suggests “sauce” may be 
“an attractive female” – preferably 
with a nice body, who warrants 
telling your friends about. As in 
(this is all caps for some myste-
rious reason): “DUDE, SOME 
SERIOUS SAUCE OVER 
THERE.” While interesting as 
a side note, this insight adds no 
context to the verb and adjec-
tive forms crucial to unlocking 
the Moneydawg95 dilemma.  

If we seek answers to the 
question of what the verb form is 
about, we need not look further 
than the acute insight of “12 inch 
tom,” who suggests that, as a verb, 
“sauce” means: “to pass, or to 
throw,” as in, “Hey Tom, sauce me 
a pencil.” Perhaps Moneydawg95 
meant to say that a teacher threw 
them across the room? Perhaps this 
student was exposed to the type of 
pedantic educator who would take 
issue with the grammatical farce 
of sauce with a violent temper?  

The transitive verb involved 
in the sentence may refer to what 

“sauceboss” suggests it means: 
“Being flirtatious; talking with 
people of the opposite sex seduc-
tively,” as in “Why are you 
saucing? They are not hot %*#$!”  
Thus, combining our knowledge 
from the various entries, the 
translation to Moneydawg95’s 
example could read something 
like, “I was seductively thrown 
across the room by my awesome 
teacher with the sweet fluttering 
slap shot. Flirt with me sideways!”  

No wonder this word that 
once referred only to Honey 
Dijon now has so much appeal.

Clearly this is the new word 
of the youth. In fact, I feel a little 
wrong in analyzing it, like I’m 
trying to tie it down or something, 
and make it old and fixed. Well, not 
to worry Moneydawg95, sauce-
boss, and 12 inch tom, and the 
rest of you saucy youths, “sauce” 
can mean whatever you want it to 
mean, as long as you have no idea 
what it means at all.  It’s a word 
of rebellion, packed with unfet-
tered sexuality, chaotic energy 
and rambunctious enthusiasm 
(sounds like some people I know).  

So sauce it up saucers. 
And take heart, I think we 
can both agree, I have no idea 
what you’re talking about.            

Cartoon by Sarah Zaidi ’15

Mr. Merrill teaches English at KO

“Sauce” can 
mean whatever 
you want it to 
mean.

Sauce me sideways!” While 
there is something inexplicably 
awesome about this example, I’ve 
read it 10 times and I can’t tell if 
it’s good or bad to be “sauced.” 

If it’s the traditional refer-
ence to liquor, that doesn’t add 
much clarity, plus I can’t figure 
out why a teacher would ever 
want to intoxicate a student 
(they’re unpredictable enough 
sober…), nor why the student 
would want to brag about it later. 
No, one must seek the answers 
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Early Gander At EGAN’s Novels
by Reilly Callahan ’15

If you don’t know yet, 
this year’s Symposium author 
is Pulitzer Prize winner Jennifer 
Egan. Every year, a KO English 
teacher chooses an author, and 
the entire school (both Middle 
and Upper Schools) will read 
at least one of his or her works. 
The author will then visit 
during an all school assembly.

Furthermore,  a select 
group of seniors in the AP Senior 
Seminar class will embark on a 
journey to read the entirety of 
the author’s works. Along with 
reading everything published by 
the author, the class gets to meet 
him or her in a dinner discussion. 

The students in this class 
will finish all their readings 
by the time Ms. Egan visits on 
December 5. The rest of the 
Upper School will be reading “The 
Keep,” and the Middle School 
will be reading a selection of her 
short stories in “Emerald City.” 

As a member of the AP 
Senior Seminar class, I can truly 
say that Ms. Egan invites quite 
the intriguing read. So far, we 
have induldged in “Look at Me,” 
“Invisible Circus,” and all her 

short stories in “Emerald City.” 
Besides purely reading, we 
have enjoyed the movie starring 
Cameron Dias that was based on 
her first book, “Invisible Circus.”

Before Ms. Egan visits in 
December, the symposium class 
will be hosting a book talk on 
Nov. 20, open to all parents and 
others who would like to discuss 
her Pulitzer Prize winning novel, 
“A Visit from the Goon Squad.” 

Spoiler alert: I’m about 
to describe the basic plots 
of “Look at Me,” “Invisible 
Circus,” or “Emerald City.”

The novel “Look at Me,” first 
published in 2001, depicts a model, 
Charlotte, whose career disinte-
grates after she encounters a near- 
death experience when she crashes 
her car and must have complete 
reconstructive surgery on her face. 

Throughout the novel, the 
narration bounces among char-
acters, including Charlotte (the 
model), a teenage girl (also named 
Charlotte) seeking her identity, a 
middle-aged man named Edmund 
but nicknamed “Moose,” and an 
undercover terrorist who goes 
by various names and identities. 

As you progress through 
the novel, you uncover the bits 

and pieces about each char-
acter that makes them tick. You 
learn their backgrounds, and the 
reasons why they have drastically 
changed. Slowly, you discover the 
core of every character. Every-
thing is a mystery in the beginning.

Ms. Egan employs the 
same technique of uncov-
ering the truth of the charac-
ters in her other novel, “Invis-
ible Circus,” published in 1995.

Early in the novel, Ms. 
Egan portrays a family of five, 
with children Faith, Barry, and 
Phoebe. However, both the father 
and Faith have died, the father 
from leukemia, Faith by suicide. 

Younger sister Phoebe 
travels to Europe following the 
footsteps of her older sister, 
Faith, all the way to the cliff she 
jumped from in Italy. Phoebe 
endlessly searches for some grand 
destination that will consum-
mate her image of her sister. 

On her voyage, Phoebe 
reconnects with Faith’s old 
boyfriend, Wolf, who reveals 
to Phoebe the truth of Faith’s 
suicide. Piece by piece, the 
reader collects new informa-
tion about Faith and her death. 

Just as Phoebe traveled 

around Europe, many of the char-
acters in Ms. Egan’s short stories 
explore the world, arriving in 
destinations such as China, the 
Emerald City, Africa, and France. 

Across all of these three 
works,  Ms.  Egan upholds 
a running theme of dopple-
gangers, or ghostly doubles. 

Squirrels 
conquering  KO

Among all the social media 
hype, KO students have taken 
their role in the world of Twitter 
and Instagram. Accounts ranging 
from KO sports teams to KO 
News have made appearances 
in our Twitter and Instagram 
newsfeeds. Likewise, any club, 
notable or not, has joined the 
instagram family, posting pictures 
mainly about life around campus. 

However,  one  ins ta -
gram account has taken the KO 
community by storm. Having 
started a week or two ago, it has 
gained more than 200 followers, 
and whether you admit it or not, 
has amused he lives of all KO 
students. What renowned Insta-

gram account am I talking about? 
The only account that has given 
us a laugh on a daily basis for 
the last week, Squirrels of KO. 

Consisting of impressive 
pictures of squirrels, in their natural 
habitat, i.e., the Green, submitted 
by KO students, combined with 
a witty caption, Squirrels of KO 
delivers a daily dosage of KO 
humor. Posts range from refer-
ring to “the boys” to mentioning 
our favorite, Gossip Squirrel. 

However, the question still 
remains, whom do we thank for 
being behind this brilliant account? 
Regardless of whether we ever 
come to this conclusion, we can all 
thank the entire squirrel population 
on the Kingswood Oxford campus 
for inspiring this fabulous account.

by Ariba Memon ’17

Tell ’em why you mad
‘I missed Dan Miller’s first non-FIFA goal’ – Joe Ravalese

‘I didn’t have my bro mitzvah with 
Gwenyth’ – Emily Lowit

‘I missed the season premire of The Bashellor’ – Aly Brown

‘This jacket doesn’t have any pockets’ – Dan Miller

‘Everything’ – Kate Betts

‘I can’t see Claude too’ – Gwenyth McDonald

‘Pepsi still exists’ – Max Bash

Cartoon by Anya Delventhal ’15

College stress acute 
ca l ly  become  in t e re s t ing 
enough to write about…we 
wish you the best of luck.

Supplements: you thought 
it ended there. And for some 
schools, it does. Most, however, 
like to throw in a few additional 
essays. Some have just one, 
others missed the “cruel and 
unnecessary punishment” clause 
in the Constitution and insist 
on six. The topics are rough, 
the word limits even rougher. 

Some examples: write 
about the one huge, life-changing 
thing you haven’t mentioned in 
the rest of your application (300 
words). Why do you want to 
study what you marked down you 
wanted to study? (even if they 
know very well that we will most 
likely change this major within 
two weeks of starting college). 

What’s  your  favor i te 

website? (what do they expect to 
receive as an answer?) Tell us about 
a time you failed (hint: be careful 
not to be too honest). How do you 
plan to make history? (Correct 
answer: by being the first high 
school senior to get through appli-
cations without stress.) What was 
your greatest disappointment and 
your response to it (250 CHAR-
ACTERS, this is not a joke)?

On the bright side, when 
you emerge from the host of 
essays, you’re a pro at intro-
spective interludes and obses-
sive editing. Who knows, maybe 
after this debacle is all over, your 
English essays will be marked as 
too succinct rather than too wordy.

Hopefully this illuminated 
the basics of college applications. 
And now to end with a comforting 
reminder: the average college 
application is read and stamped 
with a decision in under 20 minutes.

Continued from page 3
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Casey’s Corner

Have 
no fear

Creative or 
academic?
by Sasha Bash ’17

When Hilary Scott, the 
Goodman Banks Artist-in-Resi-
dence for the Visual Arts for 
2014-15, spoke to KO students 
at assembly last Friday, I took 
away a very important message. 
He said multiple times that 
his father told him, “Don’t 
be afraid to waste your film.”

This message applied to all 
of us, whether we are interested in 
art or not. Mr. Scott’s lesson was 
that we have to try. Even if we 
get it right on the first try or the 
last, or we don’t get it right at all, 
trying is crucial. “Wasting film” 
is a great way of saying to always 
try new things and work hard. 

Mr. Scott is an extraordinary 
example of someone who is both 
academic and an artist.  It is gener-
ally perceived that it is impossible 
to coexist between academia 
and the artistic community.  

In this day and age, everyday 
people are breaking this stereo-
type of having to choose between 
being “academic” or “artistic.” 
Mr. Scott is one of many people 
who are helping the academic and 
artist worlds reunite. 

The “right brain versus 
left brain” theory says that if 
someone is “right-brained,” they 
are creative, artistic, and open-
minded thinkers who perceive 
things in subjective terms. 

A “left-brained” person 

is analytical, attentive to detail, 
and more logically minded.

This theory is NOT true! 
Researchers have found that 
people do not use the right sides 
of their brain any more than 
the left, or vice versa. People 
do not tend to have a domi-
nant side of the brain impacting 
their characteristics; everyone 
uses both sides of their brain.

However, there are some 
scientific studies suggesting why 
certain people are more academi-
cally or artistically inclined. 
Brain scans reveal that artists 
have increased neural matter 
in areas relating to fine motor 
movement and visual imagery. 

If people did not believe that 
someone has to be either artistic 
or academic, then there would 
not be such a divide between 
the two. Everyone is artistic and 
academic in some way; the amal-
gamation of the two is what makes 
someone unique and individual. 

Lastly, there are no bound-
aries in art. It’s not restricted to just 
drawing, painting, ceramics and 
sculpture. Art is what anyone makes 
it to be.  While someone might not 
be good at drawing, they could be 
amazing at photography or media. 

Do not let the stereo-
type of either being “creative” 
or “academic” restrain you. 
Do whatever interests you and 
always try new things. Never 
be afraid to waste your film.

Senior nostalgia 
strikes once again
by Reilly Callahan ’15

Sorry underclassmen, this 
one’s going out to the seniors. 

Has anyone else stopped and 
noticed – that was the last Spirit 
Week you’ll ever have at KO, 
and maybe you won’t have them 
in college either. That was the 
last homecoming you could ever 
dance at. Next week is Halloween. 
It’ll be the last time you see the 
caf decorated in orange and black.

These are the final memo-
ries, the last hoorahs…every-
thing is ending! Only seven 
more months until you have 
your concluding class to your 
KO experience. I’ve been here 
for seven years: seven months is 
nothing. It’s a little over half a year. 

Six months ago, we were 
taking AP exams. Personally, that 
doesn’t feel very far away. The 
first day of freshman year even 
feels close! I still remember my 
first-day-of-high-school outfit!

For us seven-year seniors, 
or really, anyone else who has 
invested years into KO, it’s surreal 
to see my time here ending. Sure, 
I’ll come back and visit a few 
times, but I’ll be that grad who’s 

just stopping by, not a student. 
It was easy to get sidetracked 

by history teacher Rob Kyff’s AP 
U.S. History test that you had next 
period. Losing yourself in your 
studies, forgetting the big picture 
is so simple and almost automatic. 

Right now, I’m so focused on 
finishing my Common App essay 
and supplements before the early 
decision deadline that I’m forget-
ting what it all means.  

It means that in less than 
a year, I, along with the rest of 
the Class of 2015, will (hope-
fully) be living in a college dorm.

Life  wi l l  comple te ly 
change. Classes won’t be held 
every day. Sports requirements 
will disappear. But there are other 
things that I will miss. No more 
midnight runs to the kitchen for a 
snack – next year, the main cafe-
teria will be closed by midnight. 

I know this is painfully 
cliché, but time flies. Only accu-
rate phrases become overused.

So, I guess what I’m trying 
to say is, (again, cliché warning) 
stop and smell the roses. Seniors, 
sit for a moment and realize what 
you are doing – particularly, what 
you are doing that you will never 

do again. Underclassmen, don’t get 
so focused in a test or assignment, 
or anything for that matter, that 
you lose sight of the grand scheme. 

Go all out on spirit weeks. 
Dress crazily. Do something 
memorable. Go to the dance, 
even though all of your friends 
say it’s going to be lame. It will 
be a blast if you all go. Partici-
pate in everything you can.

Basically, try everything. 
Soak it all in. Before you know 
it, you’ll be walking across the 
Senior Green to receive your 
diploma. Hopefully, you’ll shake 
Head of School Dennis Bisgaard’s 
hand without any regrets . 

Why am I saying all of 
this? Because I was losing sight 
of the big picture. My final 
spirit week at KO reminded 
me of all these “last chance” 
moments to take advantage of. 

No matter what grade you 
are in, remember to have fun, 
go to every game, every dance. 
Participate in every spirit week, 
every open house. Join a new 
club, and be an active member. 
Never forget the many amazing 
opportunities that KO has to offer. 

Everybody relax. Ebola is 
not going to kill you. There is a 
better chance I kill you out of frus-
tration to your reaction to Ebola, 
than you are killed by Ebola itself. 

It was first discovered in 
1976, and since then 4493 people 
have died. Do you know how many 
people have lived in that time? I’ll 
answer it for you. 8,634,000,000. 
Want to know percentage of 
people who have died from 
Ebola? 0.0000005 percent. 

To put that in perspective, 
the chances of getting struck by 
lightning are 0.0001333 percent. 
The chances of winning the 
Powerball are actually lower than 
the chances of getting Ebola, 
which actually is frightening. 

Maybe Ebola is a problem. 
New plan. Panic. Stop rioting. 
Lock yourself in your home. 
Obviously this Ebola outbreak 
is serious. But don’t let your 
fear of Ebola be greater than 
your love for rioting. Riot until 
your little hearts can’t take it.  

Seriously though, the 
Ebola in the United States is 
in Texas, and they don’t even 
consider themselves a part of the 
country. So we’re fine . . . for now. 

Jus t  s tay  away f rom 
me if  you have a cough.

by Casey Barter ’15

Overheard at 
KO
‘How big is the dog 
house?’ ‘It’s metaphorical’ 
- on the soccer fields

‘I fall asleep to a babbling 
brook’ - in Roberts

*Strange, painful noises* - 
from the Latin room

‘Do you wanna get fork 
stabbed?!’ - in the caf
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Freshmen learn life skills in VQV

KO administrators have 
implemented a new class for 
freshman called “VQV.”  It is 
designed to help new students 
acclimate to the Upper School 
by  provid ing  informat ion 
about topics ranging from 
study skills to current events.

Every five-day week during 
one of a freshman student’s flex 
study halls, he or she is required 
to attend a class with one of 
the school’s administrators.

“VQV” stands for the 
Kingswood Oxford  mot to 
“Vincit Qui Se Vincit,” or “One 
conquers by conquering oneself.”

The VQV course was 
originally scheduled to last 
only through the first quarter. 
But on Friday, Oct. 9, VQV 
teachers decided to extend the 
course through the first semester.

The VQV classes offered 
include Internet Safety with 
Director of College Advising 
Zaira Santiago, Current Events 
with Assistant Head of School for 
Academic Life Natalie Demers, 
and Academic Dishonesty with 
Assistant Head of School for 

Student Life Carolyn McKee.
Each teacher teaches one 

class per week, and they rotate 
so each teaches a different period 
every week. Under this rota-
tion each VQV class will have 
been exposed to all the mate-
rial according to Ms. McKee.

VQV is a replacement for 
the freshman health course, Ms. 
McKee said. Since there are no 
longer any X-Periods, she said, 
the school had to devise a new 
system for these freshman courses. 

W h i l e  t h e  f r e s h m a n 
health course covered only 
health topics, she said, VQV 
covers a range of topics, all 
of which are designed to help 
freshmen get used to high school.

“ T h e  s t a f f  m e m b e r s 
each chose a topic they could 
teach that would benefit the 
students,” Ms. McKee said. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  M s . 
Demers, it is very important 
for students to have an aware-
ness of current events. Currently, 
Ms. Demers is covering the 
Ebola virus in her VQV course.

“It gives you guys a common 
foundation to start on,” she said. 
VQV lets students meet adminis-

trators they otherwise would not 
meet. For example, Ms. Santiago 
teaches Internet Safety, Ms. 
Demers said, but a student would 
not otherwise meet her until junior 
year to start the college process. 

S t a f f  m e m b e r s  a l s o 

picked topics they felt needed 
more emphasis. “I tried to 
think of conversations I have 
with a lot of freshmen,” says 
Ms. McKee, “and I came up 
with academic dishonesty.”

Another course deemed 

necessary was an academic skills 
class about effective studying. “I 
looked at problem areas and based 
my class off of that,” said Director 
of Academic Skills Jackie Rubin. 

One reason VQV is impor-
tant, Ms. Rubin said, is that 
students come to know who she is 
and how she can help them. “They 
know I’m a resource,” she said.

Some students said they 
enjoy VQV. “The topics are 
really enriching,” said freshman 
Abigail Eberle, “and it’s helpful, 
but it falls on some days where 
it would be a better use of my 
time to have a study hall.” 

This preference for study 
halls over VQV is echoed by 
other students. “It’s some-
thing I wouldn’t like to miss my 
study hall for,” says freshman 
Mackenz i e  Go ldsch l age r.

In addition, students said that 
some of these topics were already 
covered as part of a seventh-
grade life skills class in the King-
swood Oxford Middle School.

“It just seems repetitive,” 
says freshman Jenna Mick, “but I 
think it would be helpful if there 
was a course on knowing when to 
stop, or not overworking yourself.”

Video censorship sparks controversy

by Aparajita Kashyap ’18

by Max Bash ‘15

A decision by school admin-
istrators to censor a portion of a 
Spirit Week video depicting a 
male student wearing a dress has 
sparked controversy on campus.

“From what I understand, 
the video was banned for me 
wearing a dress,” said senior 
Bryant Aylward, one of the 
creators of the video. “Appar-
ently it offends cross dressers. Me 
wearing a dress was solely meant 
to be comedic. The fact that I 
was wearing a dress, the school 
shouldn’t have censored that.” 

Senior Evan Sliker, who 
also helped make the video, 
agreed with Bryant about the 
reason for the censorship. 

“We had Bryan Aylward in 
a dress, which was deemed inap-
propriate because it offended 
cross dressers and could be 
deemed homophobic because 
they thought it was being taken 
in a sarcastic manner,” Evan said.

B o t h  s t u d e n t s  w h o 
made the video said they 
intended no offense to anyone. 

But Assistant Head of 
School for Student Life Carolyn 
McKee said that, no matter 
what the video makers’ inten-
tions were, she thought the video  
might offend some students. 

“The purpose of that video 
is purely entertainment,” she 
said, “but it’s still my responsi-
bility to make sure that a repre-
sentation of the student body 
doesn’t make any one or group 
of people feel uncomfortable.” 

She added that the people 
who made the videos shouldn’t 
take her decision personally.   

Three videos were presented 
to the Student Government before 
the assembly, and two were shown. 

S t u d e n t  G o v e r n m e n t 
Speaker senior Jack Beckerman 
said that at least one other video 
was made that was never shown to 
the Student Government members, 
presumably because adminis-
trators had seen it and nixed it. 

“Everyone knew there was 
a fourth [video],” Jack said. “The 
whole video was disregarded, 
and [SGA] wasn’t allowed to 
watch it at all. Videos only get to 

SGA if Ms. McKee approves it.” 
S tudents  and facul ty 

d isagreed  sharply  on  the 
administration’s decision to 
censor one video and prohibit 
t he  showing  o f  ano the r. 

“KO is a private insti-
tution that can make up any 
rules it wants,” said creative 
arts teacher Greg Scranton. 

He said that, when students 
come to KO, they waive some 
of the everyday rights they have 
guaranteed by the Constitution, 
mainly the First Amendment 
of the Bill of Rights, including 
freedom of speech. “We don’t have 
free speech here that’s protected 
in the same way,” he said.

Mr. Scranton said that what 
occurred to some of the Spirit Week 
videos wasn’t censorship.  “It’s not 
so much you’re being censored 
because [something] is morally 
objectionable. It’s more being 
turned down in favor of being as 
inclusive as possible,” he said. 

Inclusion is a hallmark of KO, 
he said. “The last thing [we] want 
to do is make people feel unwel-
come or on the fringes,” he said.

English Department Chair 
Meg Kasprak said that sometimes 
suppression of student expression 
is justified. “It might be poten-
tially harmful or offensive to 
someone, even if the person who 
made it meant no harm,” she said.

But Jack Beckerman said 
that, once administrators start 
censoring students’ expression, 
they can sometimes go too far. 

“Things can get out of hand 
quickly,” he said.  “I was frustrated 
along with other members of SGA 
about what was thought to be 
sensitive material. We understand 
[the video] could be taken a certain 
way, but many things can be 
stretched to be taken a certain way.”

Senior Sam Kelly, one of 
the students who helped make 
the video, said he was disap-
pointed by the censorship.

“It’s unfortunate they 
found something wrong with 
our video because we worked 
pretty hard on it,” he said.

But  Student  Govern-
ment Faculty Advisor Heidi 
Hojnicki  said the school has an 
obligation to protect its students. 

“At the end of the day, it is 
our job to protect kids,” she said. 
“High school students are a vulner-
able population. While I believe 
censorship is not the way to go 
in general, there’s some serious 
responsibility on the artist’s part to 
be conscious of what he or she is 
doing and the effect of what one’s 
piece of art has on an audience.”

She noted that students 
who attended the assembly 
had no choice about whether 
they viewed the video, as they 
would have if they were at home 
watching TV or going to the 
movies. “Here the kids aren’t 
choosing the medium,” she said. 

Evan said that, while he 
was disappointed his video was 
censored, he understands the 
administration’s desire to  prevent 
students from being uncomfortable. 

“It’s the job [of faculty] 
to protect the students,” he said, 
“and if there were students who 
found [the video] offensive, I 
understand why the video had to 
be edited. We were a little frus-
trated, but we were still glad that 
our video could be shown edited.”

KanJam becoming a popular past time at KO
KanJam, a team Frisbee 

game involving two garbage cans, 
is a recent addition to the Senior 
Green, one that KO’s upper-
classmen are really enjoying 
according to the Co-Director 
of the Outdoor Games Club, 
s e n i o r  B r y a n t  Ay l w a r d .

Senior Luke Swanson said 
he enjoys playing KanJam on 
the Green because it keeps him 
entertained. “KanJam is a really 
great way to pass some time 

because it is really fun,” Luke said.
Some students said they 

like the game because it becomes 
really intense. “It’s really fun and 
it can get pretty competitive some-
times,” said senior Payton Krupp. 

Senior Kennelly Allerton 
also said she loves KanJam on 
the Green and plays it frequently 
during her free periods. “It’s enter-
taining because there are long free 
periods to pass the time,” she said. 

The sport of KanJam was 
originally invented in the 1980s 
in Buffalo, N.Y., by Charles 

Sciandra and Paul Swisher but 
didn’t start selling until 2007, 
when they founded KanJam LLC. 

The game initially was just 
two friends throwing a disc into a 
garbage can but expanded into a 

top-selling Frisbee game that can 
be played pretty much anywhere.

The rules are that there 
are two cans, one on either end. 
There are two teams, and a team 
consists of two people standing at 
opposing ends of the playing field.

The object of the game is to 
get to exactly 21 points by either 
throwing and deflecting the disc 
into the can, hitting the can, or 
automatically winning the game 
by throwing the disc into the slot.

Students play KanJam on the Senior Green.  Photo by Claire Halloran ‘15

by Charles Bonetti ‘17

Continued on page 15.

Freshman Emma Ouelette listens to Director of College Advising Zaira 
Santiago during a VQV class on Internet safety. Photo by Lydia Bailey ’16.
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As part of the visit by 
2014 Goodman-Banks artist 
Hilary Scott, mysterious boxes 
started appearing in strategic 
areas around the KO campus, 
resulting in both confusion 
and admiration from students.

According to Middle School 
Creative Arts Department Chair 
Katherine Nicholson, the goal of 
creating these boxes was to include 
the entire community in experi-
encing the Goodman-Banks artist.

Mr. Scott, a renowned 
sculptor and self-proclaimed 
“maker,” spoke to students at an all-
school assembly Friday, October 
17, and this past week has been 
teaching selected classes at KO.

To stir up intrigue and create 
discussions about his visit, Mrs. 
Nicholson said that she placed 
the mysterious boxes around KO 
weeks before his visit to campus.

While the boxes themselves 

– old, cracked, and aged – may 
seem random, the idea came from 
one of Mr. Scott’s old art shows, 
Mrs. Nicholson said Mr. Scott 
sent random boxes and packages 
to the Higgins Museum months 
before his visit, both to create 
interest and to tell part of the story 
he was creating for the show.

The boxes  placed in 
the Upper School art gallery 
belonged to Mrs. Nicholson’s 
father, who lent them to her 
specifically for this purpose.

“It is our hope that the 
classes will help embellish the 
stories we are trying to start [with] 
these boxes,” Mrs. Nicholson 
said. The ultimate goal of Mr. 
Scott’s visit, she said, is to foster 
cross-curricular education, since 
he will be working with Spanish, 
Latin, and sculpture students.

Mr. Scott said he enjoyed 
the process of storytelling the 
boxes represent. “I love the idea 
of digging up fragments of stories 

Artist Hilary Scott thinks outside the box
and piecing them together,” he 
said. “Hopefully, the boxes can 
represent a fragment of a story 
that students can elaborate upon.”

Apart from the stories KO 
kids can create with these myste-
rious boxes, Mr. Scott and Mrs. 
Nicholson said they also hope 
students will ponder the phys-
ical objects themselves as well.

“Boxes  a r e  wonde r-
fully evocative,” Mr. Scott said. 
“The best question you can ask 
is: what is inside the box?!”

The curiosity and the 
mystery surrounding these simple 
objects is part of what makes the 
idea so unique, he said. “I want [the 
students] to build your own stories, 
your own fragments. Take from my 
stories what you want, and create 
your own elaborations,” he said.

Unfortunately, although 
students have been talking among 
themselves and oftentimes been 
heard discussing possible mean-
ings of the boxes, some haven’t 

even noticed their presence. 
Sophomore Julia Goldsmith, 
who said she hadn’t seen any 
boxes around campus, said she 
wasn’t sure what the boxes were.

Many other students agreed, 
saying they were not sure where 
the boxes could be found and 
didn’t understand their purpose.

But Mr. Scott said he 
believes the boxes will deliver 
h i s  message  none the less , 
which he said is a message 

of imagination and mystery.
“Why a box? Why not!,” 

he said. “They encompass all 
that I am trying to do in my art…
the mystery, the imagination, 
the creativity that is involved in 
what I do each and every day.”

Mr. Scott will visit Spanish, 
Latin, and Sculpture classes 
around campus. His mission is 
to spread creativity, mystery, 
and imagination throughout 
the entire KO community. 

by Ryan Albanesi ’17 

Hilary Scott’s work packed away before being put on display. Photo by Lexi 
Banasiewicz ’16.

KO PLAYLIST
by Claire Halloran ‘15

*All You’re Waiting For (feat. 
Nany Whang) – Classixx

**Froot – Marina and The 
Diamonds 

Can’t Sleep – Vanic X K.Flay

**Shake It Off – Taylor Swift

Take Ü There (feat. Kiesza) – 
Jack Ü

Imperium – Madeon

**Of Dark Lords and Ancient 
Kings – Roland Barrett 

*Mean The Most – Nehruvian-
doom

*U Don’t Have to Call – Childish 
Gambino

Gepetto (The Unik Remix) – 
Tambour Battant

*Kaleidoscope Love (Kaytranada 
Edition) – AlunaGeorge

*Doing It Right – Daft Punk

It’s Only (feat. Zyra) – ODESZA

Wait – Tourist

Molt – Bear//Face & Mothica 

*In Your Atmosphere (Live at The 
Nokia Theatre) – John Mayer

Lovely Day (Bill Withers Cover) 
live at SiriusXM – Alt-J

*Don’t Look Back Into The 
Sun – The Libertines

*Valerie – The Zutons

https://soundcloud.com/ko-news/
sets/october-mix

All tracks not on our Sound-
cloud playlist can be found on 
Spotify.

*RAD Submission

**KO News Staff Submission

Gambino bangs out more music
 Donald Glover, aka Troy 

Barnes, aka Childish Gambino 
continues to churn out work 
of a very high caliber. The 
30-year-old actor, comedian, 
writer, music producer rapper, 
and most recently singer put out 
his 9th and 10th musical proj-
ect’s STN MTN and Kauai.

The two joint projects are 
18 tracks total, and runs just over 
an hour in length. STN MTN was 
released as a free mixtape, while 
Kauai was released later the same 
day as an EP for purchase to help 
keep the island the project is named 
after clean. The project as a whole 
has a pretty adventurous concept. 
STN MTN is a dream of the char-
acter who wakes up in Kauai 
to continue the story Gambino 
has seemingly been writing 
since his 2011 album Camp.

STN MTN summarized, 
is Gambino, or The Boy’s dream 
in which he ran Atlanta. His 
face is carved into Stone Moun-
tain where Donald was born, his 
album went platinum, and he 
had a Gangsta Grillz mixtape, 
which actually came to fruition 
with the release of this project. 

T h e  p r o j e c t  w a s  a s 
“Atlanta” as a project could be, 
remixing multiple tracks from 
Atlanta’s past such as “Money 
Baby,” originally by K Camp, 
and “No Small Talk,” by Kari 
Faux, also referencing even more 
Atlanta artists such as OutKast.

If for instance a light 
Gambino fan picked up this project 
without reading into any of the 
concepts or ideas, they might be 
disappointed. STN MTN, aside 
from a few songs isn’t typical 
Gambino. However, the more 
you analyze this project, or any 
of Gambino’s recent work, the 
more you can appreciate the 
different paths he takes as an artist. 

The world he has been 

creating since “Because The 
Internet,” of last year or possibly 
even earlier is easily one of the 
most interesting narratives in 
music as a whole. Donald has 
put a lot of work into this project, 
with the screenplay, the websites, 
short films, the video game that 
was hinted at, and more, making 
it very worth looking into.

Some of the highlights of 
this side of the project would defi-
nitely be the three songs nearing 
the end of the tape “U Don’t Have 
To Call,” “Candler Road” and 
“All Y’all.” most likely because 
they sound the most like typical 
Gambino. The 2nd half of Candler 
Road especially sounds signa-
ture of Gambino, with the same 
clanging bell sound set at a lower 
pitch in his song “Telegraph Ave 
(Oakland by Lloyd).” “All Y’all” 
has the clever lines Gambino 
fans have come to expect, along 
with the clear, hard and unfiltered 
effected vocals. “U Don’t Have To 
Call,” a remake of the Usher song 
by the same name, is definitely the 
odd one out of this album, being 
the only lyrical song without any 
type of vocal effects on it. The 
song is delivered wonderfully, 
and transfers into a fast paced, 
almost slam poetry style verse, 
which ended up being one of the 
most interesting on the project.

“And then I woke up,” 
recites Gambino finishing off his 
remix of Lil Wayne’s “Go DJ,” 
and beginning Kauai. Sober, the 
second single for the project, and 
the first for Kauai, s seemingly 
Gambino’s popiest singing song 
yet, where he normally strives 
for a more emotional, jazzy 
feel. Despite this, like “3005” 
the leading single to Gambino’s 
last work, the song could have a 
much deeper undertone than that 
which is displayed on the surface. 
Regardless of the tone of the 
song, it is still a great way to kick 
off the project, and is in no way 

filler or lackluster in production.
The album courses on into 

“Pop Thieves,” another poppy 
song, further justifying ones argu-
ment that Gambino, when singing 
at times can sound a lot like Michael 
Jackson, in his style of singing 
and ability to cleanly and quickly 
change between different notes.

“Retro,” the 3rd song on 
the Kauai side of the project is 
a throwback to Gambino’s first 
project under the name Childish 
Gambino, “Sick Boi.” He recy-
cles, but slightly revamps his 
classic beat for “Love Is Crazy.” 
Listening to the two tracks back to 
back illustrates Gambino’s growth 
as an artist more than anything. 
He’s ditched the goofy voice, and 
definitely become a more serious 
entity in the world of music.

The next track “The Pali-
sades,” featuring Christian Rich, 
who earlier remixed Gambino’s 
crawl continues in the beachy 
theme of the album, with samples 
of waves in the background and 
nothing but the light strumming 
of a guitar accompanied by some 
bass and kicks for the beat, with 
an occasional synth making the 
vibe even more island-like. What 
the song lacks in bars it makes 
up for with an incredible picture 
painted by the atmosphere of the 
beat, and the singing on the track.

The next track “Poke” is 
one of the best on the project. The 
continuation of the strong beachy 
theme, paired with André 3000 
like call and response singing and 
background vocals, great singing, 
and an incredible, simple but very 
atmospheric beat really make this 
track. Steve G. Lover III, Donald’s 
brother, makes his 2nd appearance 
on the project, his first being on the 
STN MTN side, delivering a much 
more interesting verse than he did 
earlier on in the project, or on any 
of Gambino’s previous works, 
detailing the story of him and a girl 
who he brought out to Key West.

The island vibe is kept up 
immensely with “Late Night In 
Kauai” with tiki sounding drums, 
and a deep bass line, with none 
other than Jaden Smith delivering 
a seemingly very philosophical  
slam poetry verse about laying 
out on the beach late at night. 

The second Jaden concludes 
his contribution to the song, 
the drums cut out and Gambino 
begins his relaxed verse over the 
repeating baseline and a repeated, 
reverb filled sample of him singing 
in the background. He closes out 
his verse repeating the line “we 
are becoming god,” before singing 
his last notes and handing the 
track off to close friend Fam, who 
completes his spoken word outro, 
outlines how people are followers 
to marketing and hype asking of 
the listener “Do you really like 
that s*** you like? or do you like 
the way they gave it to you? … 
Pepsi, Coca Cola same thing.”

The project comes to a close 
with 3005 (Beach Picnic Version), 
which is just a modified, of course 
more island sounding version of 
Gambino’s earlier song 3005, with 
just a pitched up chorus remaining. 
This seemed like a fitting way to 
end out the project until it was 
discovered that this instrumental 
was that on Gambino’s [SECRET 
TRACK 9 1/2], which had been 
sought after by fans since the 
release of his album last year.

It is with both of these two 
projects Gambino wanted to paint 
a picture, and create a strong vibe 
which was done masterfully. STN 
MTN is clearly a southern rap 
record, and Kauai has an even more 
distinct sound to it, as if you were 
really there on the beach.  

A quick listen through 
without a lot of analyzation, could 
leave a listener unsatisfied with the 
project; but with everything he has 
done, along with the music, Donald 
has created another excellent 
project to add to his body of work.

Rock Review

by Nic Bisgaard ’15
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This month, senior Max 
Bash was chosen to be the KO 
News’ spotlight artist. Max’s 
photographs have been displayed in 
the gallery in the lobby of Roberts. 

Although Max has found a 
love for photography, he said he 
did not always enjoyed the arts. 
“Every KO student has to take 
three art classes to graduate so 
naturally I took intro to studio and 
assumed it to be nice and reason-
ably easy to get a solid grade in,” 
said Max. “That was not the case. 
Intro to studio was one of my worst 
grades at Kingswood so far, and it 
made me not want to pursue art. 
After I took digital filmmaking and 
got a worse grade, I finally had to 
take one more class and I was free.”

But when Max started his 
third art class, he knew he had 
found the right one. “I decided to 
take photography with [art teacher 
Greg] Scranton because he is the 
hockey coach and taught my 
intro class,” said Max. “We got to 
learning the basics. It wasn’t all at 
once but over the period of the class 

I got really into it and I finally found 
a form of art that I enjoyed doing.”

After claiming that he 
has the fine art skills of your 
average 3-year old, Max said 
that finding photography has 
made him feel better about his 
artistic abilities. “Believe it or 
not, after that class I took an art 
class beyond the requirement,” 
said Max. “I took Photo 2, but, 
unfortunately, due to scheduling 
I did it as an independent study.” 

During his independent 
study, Max did a lot of the same 
projects as Photo 2 and worked 
closely with Mr. Scranton to 
pursue and and find his style of 
photography. “I see what I like 
and I take pictures of it,” said Max. 

A woman reviewing his 
portfolio described his style as 
“gritty.” “She said that they were 
interestingly composed and had 
similar dark tones,” said Max.

After completing his inde-
pendent study, Max had reached 
the end of the road for KO photog-
raphy classes. “Scranton offered 
to allow me to follow photog-
raphy for another semester and 

do some pretty cool projects by 
myself under his guidance and 
work with students in advanced 
studio honors,” said Max. “ I did 
a lot of collaboration with the 
class and got a lot of great input.”

Since he is currently in the 
middle of applying to college, Max 
is taking a photography hiatus. “I 
am taking advanced studio honors 
in the spring, and I hope to continue 
with that collaboration,” said Max.

Even though he has been 
very involved in the photography 
classes at KO, he has also left his 
artistic mark in different ways. “In 

the spring of 2014 [senior Zach 
Mendelovici] suggested to start a 
Humans of New York for KO,” said 
Max. It struck me because I don’t 
love taking photos of people.” 

Soon after Max created his 
Facebook page, the project became 
popular around campus. “It took 
off better than I thought,” said Max. 
“People are starting to recognize it 
as a fixture of KO, and I hope it can 
continue after Zach and I graduate. 
You get to know cool things about 
people you might never meet.” 

Because of Max’s successes 
in photography, Mr. Scranton 

was able to deliver great news 
to him. “My photo ‘Sleepless in 
Seattle’ was chosen for a Silver 
Key at the Connecticut Scholastic 
Art Awards,” said Max. “I never 
thought in my life that I would 
win one, but to my college coun-
selors happiness it did happen. 
After that I was going to work on 
some photos and Mr. Scranton told 
me that I was offered the Patricia 
Rosoff Media Arts Fellowship 
which granted me a stipend to 
go anywhere around the world.”

With the scholarship, Max 
was able to travel to Spain this 
past summer. “I spent two weeks 
in Barcelona and two weeks in 
Madrid with a group of other 
students,” said Max. “Up to now 
my work was on display in the 
gallery for a couple weeks. It 
was a great experience, I never 
had the gallery to myself.”

Max will continue to work 
in the future. “I might pursue 
photography as a minor or just 
keep taking photographs,” said 
Max. “I hope to make a name 
for myself in photography.”

by Emily Lowit ’15

The Edward C. and Ann 
T. Roberts foundation celebrated 
its half centennial recently. To 
commemorate this event, a play 
titled “Ned and Sunny: A Hart-
ford Love Story” was written 
and performed in KO’s own 
Roberts theater on Sunday, Oct. 5.  

The play was written by 
Jacques Lamarre, a playwright 
from Hartford, and directed by 
Rob Ruggiero of TheaterWorks.  
The play featured cello music 
written by composer Cory Gabel.  

The stars of the show were local 
WNPR radio host Colin McEnroe  
’72 playing the part of the stage 
manager as well as Jill Eiken-
berry and Michael Tucker of “LA 
Law” as Ned and Sunny Roberts.  

The play follows how 
the Robertses met and their 
life leading up to the forma-
tion of the Robert’s foundation.  

Edward “Ned” Roberts 
and Ann “Sunny” Thorsen met 
when they were part of the theater 
group the Mark Twain Masquers’.  
Within a year, they were married 
and continued their work with the 

group.  This, in addition to Sunny’s 
work as a painter and Ned’s work as 
a musician, fostered a love for the 
arts among the couple.  This even-
tually led to the two agreeing to 
leave part of their fortune in a fund 
that would give grants to artists.

The first act of the play 
takes place with the Mark Twain 
Masquers rehearsing “Our 
Town” by Thornton Wilder.  This 
play was a source of inspira-
tion for Jacques Lamarre, and he 
loosely styled  this play after it. 

Ned meets Sunny when 
she is painting the set and they 

discover that they are both cast in 
the play. Their relationship begins 
here, and soon they are married.

The second act takes place 
in the Robertses’ home. They 
have been happily married for 
some time, and begin to set up 
the foundation to take care of 
their money after they die since 
they are without any children.  

The third and final act 
follows Sunny going through 
hard times after Ned’s death in 
1966 at age 77.  She is depressed 
but is inspired to continue to 
lead the foundation by her fond 

memories of Ned. She continued 
to lead the organization until 
her death in 1991 at age 95.

The name of KO’s Roberts 
Theater. where the play was 
performed. is no coincidence.  

The theater was made 
possible in part by a generous 
$1.25 million  grant from the 
Roberts Foundation in 1972.  
The theater served as a home to 
KO’s theater groups as well as the 
Mark Twain Masquers for many 
years. To date, the foundation 
has donated more than $8 million 
to over 100 different groups.  

Max Bash naturally has a camera in hand. Photo by Claire Halloran ’15.

The man behind HOKO: Max Bash
Artist of the Month:

Roberts Foundation celebrates 50th
by Dylan Borruso ’15

Scott McDonald: vegans, vegetables and visuals
 Most people call him 

“Scott McDonald,” but I call him 
“Dad.” He has been a Wyvern 
for 21 years, but this is not the 
story of a Wyvern; this is the 
story of becoming a Wyvern.

Mr. McDonald was born in 
1968 and grew up in Hebron, Conn. 
He grew up exploring the woods 
beyond his backyard with friends. 

He owned a bow and arrow 
and was taught to hunt at an early 
age. At age 20 he earned his black 
belt in Tae Kwon Do, and he still 
pulls his uniform out sometimes 
to practice in his workout room.

Mr.  McDonald began 
drawing of his own free will early 
in high school. He thrived in the 
drawing and sculpture environ-
ment, and had a natural creative 
talent, but he said that, without hard 
work and practice, he would not 
have become the artist he is today.

In college he dreamed of 
becoming a marine biologist, 
but during his first semester he 
took a drawing class. “When I 
went to college it was in the back 

of my mind that I might want 
to go into art,” he said. After 
his first semester of college, he 
matriculated into the art school.

His father, Dick McDonald, 
was a carpenter, and Mr. McDonald 
worked for him in his teenage 
years. Mr. McDonald has since 
done many projects for others and 
in particularly for his own family. 
He build half of the McDonald 
residence, which resides directly 
behind the KO turf f ield.

Fatefully he attended the 
University of Hartford, where he 
met his wife, Katie Burnett. From 
two very different backgrounds, the 
two found each other in the midst 
of their journeys as young artists. 

They were engaged by the 
time Katie was a junior. At this 
time, he had a ponytail and lived in 
overalls and a flannel shirt. “I was 
working at art school just prior to 
coming to KO,” he said. “I had the 
whole arts image going on. I had 
the ponytail and earrings. I wore 
overalls because I was a sculp-
ture and would get really messy.

Katie said his art left a 
permanent mark at UHart. “Years 

later, when I worked for UHart 
after Scott had graduated, we 
still always used his artwork 
in our catalogue,” she said.

He first interviewed for a job 
of KO in the spring of 1994 when 
he was getting ready to marry 
in June and had applied to grad 
school. His friend, John Willis, 
came into his studio one day and 
said that there was a private school 
in West Hartford that needed 
an art teacher who could coach. 

Mr. McDonald called the 
school, talked to Patricia Rosoff, 
the late dean of humanities, and 
made plans for lunch. A month 
later, he became a KO teacher 
and coach. His 21-year career all 
started with a chance conversation. 
Becoming a Wyvern was destiny.

Now he teaches drawing, 
sculpture, portfolio prep, intro-
duction to studio art, and advanced 
studio honors. “I love teaching 
art,” he said. “In particular I find 
it so rewarding when students 
who didn’t think they were 
creative, discover that they are.”

Fa the r  o f  f ive  ch i l -
dren, master of two dogs, 

teacher, advisor, and coach, 
he never ceases to impress. 

Though he could often 
be found hunting in the woods 
of Hebron as a teenager, he has 
since become a vegan. Many can 
attest that his cooking is to die for.

He likes reading books 
about the universe. “What I find 
most remarkable about our current 

understanding of the universe is 
that the stuff that our bodies and 
our planet are made of is the result 
of the lifecycle of billions of stars 
throughout the universe,” he said. 
“And the most important part is that 
each of us has actually been almost 
14 billion years in the making.” 

He also enjoys meditation 
and his favorite music is country.

Mr. McDonald early in life. Photos courtesy of Mr. McDonald.

by Gwyneth McDonald ’16
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Hilary Scott, the Goodman 
Banks Artist-in-Residence for 
the Visual Arts for the 2014-2015 
school year, told an all-school 
assembly on Friday, Oct. 17, that  
KO students should explore their 
creative and innovative potential.

“I’m here at KO not as an 
artist, per se, but as a problem-
solver and a questioner,” he said.

Mr. Scott is a sculptor, 
photographer, and storyteller who 
is considered an emerging artist, 
according to Chair of the Middle 
School Creative Arts Depart-
ment Katherine Nicholson. “He is 
becoming well-known as a whim-
sical surreal sculptor,” she said.

Mr. Scott has been on 
the KO campus all this week, 
visiting different classes to speak 
and instruct students about his 
works. In addition, students 
have been able to study a full 

exhibit of his work installed in 
the Rosoff Art Gallery in Roberts.

At the assembly,  Mr. 
Scott told students he does not 
have any formal art training. 
“I never studied the stuff 
that artists studied,” he said. 

Mr. Scott attended Bard 
College as an undergraduate and 
later Tufts University. He holds 

Goodman Banks artist Hilary Scott dazzles
a Ph.D. in international law and 
has taught and lectured classes as 
a professor at Tufts University’s 
Fletcher School of Law and Diplo-
macy. “I guess I have an artist’s 
perspective, just not the traditional 
training and background,” he said.

Despite not having official 
instruction in the arts, Mr. Scott said 
he grew up with artistic influences. 

“I essentially grew up in a photog-
raphy studio,” he said. He said his 
father gave him advice about his 
work, specifically abpit Mr. Scott’s 
photography, advice that he shared 
with students at the assembly.

“He always said not to 
be afraid to waste film, that 
you don’t need to get it right 
the first time, or at all,” he said.

Besides  photography, 
which he learned about at a 
young age, he said he began to 
create his own art as an adult, 
when his children asked him to 
make toys for them to play with. 

“My children were giving 
me problems [to solve] and I did the 
best that I could,” said Mr. Scott.

Over time, he put aside his 
other interests and now is a full-
time artist. “The thing is, I don’t 
consider it as work,” Mr. Scott said. 

He is currently working 
on many projects. Additionally, 
his shows and exhibits for his 

by Tara Kilkenny ’17

Tomorrow night at 6:30 
p.m., KO students will have the 
chance to enjoy both Epic’s coffee 
house and the performance of 
KO select choir groups at Barnes 
and Noble in Blueback Square.

The coffee house will start 
at 6:30 p.m. in Barnes and Noble 
and finish at 7:30 p.m.  Then the 
audience will be moved outside 
to Blue Back Square’s stage 
area to hear the choir groups 
perform.  This year, Crimson 7, 
Voce Novissima, Outlook, and 
Oxfordians will be preforming.

David Baker, a history 
teacher and director of Outlook 
and Crimson 7, said that plan-
ning the coffee house and choir 
performances on the same night 
occurred by accident.  He said 
that the choir had booked that 
date and received an OK from 
the dean’s office, but the coffee 

house forgot to seal the date with 
the Assistant Head of School for 
Student Life Carolyn McKee.  

Once Mr. Baker discovered 
the conflict, he said that he collabo-
rated with Faculty Advisor of Epic 
and English teacher Asha Appel.  
Mr. Baker said he offered to 
combine the choral performances 
with the coffee house because 
he didn’t want to have to cancel 
or postpone one of the events.

“The mission of coffee 
house is public voice, and I can’t 
think of a better way to authen-
ticate that then combining the 
two groups,” said Ms. Appel.

At the coffee house, the 
routines will vary from singing, 
reading poetry, playing an instru-
ment, and rapping.  In addition, 
students will sell baked goods, such 
as cupcakes and brownies avail-
able for the audience at Barnes and 
Noble.  People can use a voucher 
number to make purchases at Star-

bucks, and the profit will go to Epic.
Senior Claire Halloran, 

one of the performers at the 
coffee house, said it’s a great way 
for people to share their talent 
with others. “The coffee house 
allows people to showcase what-
ever artistic performance they 
don’t usually have a chance to 
share.  Whether it’s spoken word, 
singing, or playing an instru-
ment, it’s always awesome, and 
I’m always glad I went,” she said.

Currently, around 15 people 
have signed up for the coffee 
house, and any students in grades 
nine through 12 are welcome 
to sign up.  In order to sign up, 
students just need to contact one 
of the three Epic editors-in-chief: 
seniors Meg Kennedy, Amanda 
Loughran, and Molly Sullivan.

Normally, people can sign 
up even on the day of the coffee 
house, but this year the editors-in-
chief of Epic aren’t sure if they are 

going to be more strict about it.
As well as being one of the 

editors-in-chief of Epic, Molly will 
also perform at the coffee house for 
the first time.  She said she will be 
singing and playing the piano most 
likely to the song “Skinny Love.”

“Coffee house is a supportive 
event, and there is no need to be 
nervous going in,” Molly said.

Claire,  who will  also 
perform, said that the nerves 
she gets before performing are 
more about being excited not 
scared.  “I still get nervous, but 
now it’s more like a buzzing 
excitement, not fear,” she said.

Ms .  Appe l  sa id  tha t 
community business develop-
ment manager for Barnes and 
Nobles, Jenna LaRiviere offered 
to have the coffee house at their 
storefront last spring when Ms. 
Appel was looking for the summer 
reading for faculty.  So, when 
Epic was looking for a place for 

the coffee house, Ms. Appel said 
she contacted her about having 
the coffee house there this fall.  

“The coffee house will defi-
nitely be a good event with the 
new venue since it is different 
than normal,” said Molly.

Claire also said that she 
thinks changing the venue will 
make the event much more 
exciting.  “I’m really excited 
that the coffee house is going to 
be held at Barnes and Noble this 
year. I think it gives people a 
chance to perform out in public, for 
people they don’t know,” she said.

Many students and faculty 
members said they were excited 
and looking forward to the 
upcoming coffee house and choir 
performances, especially since 
they are at Barnes and Noble 
and Blue Back Square.“This is 
a night of real student pride and 
community,” said Ms. Appel.

sculpture and photography have 
become more public, he said.

The Goodman Banks Series 
has brought artists to KO for more 
than 40 years. Mrs. Nicholson is 
currently the coordinator of the 
Goodman Banks Series. She inter-
views potential artists and selects 
artists with other KO art teachers.

The Goodman Banks Series 
usually hosts one visual artist and 
one performing artist each year, 
said Mrs. Nicholson. “Our goal is 
to excite and inspire students and 
faculty,” she said, “and we want 
you, as viewers, to bend your 
perspective and stretch yourself.”

As coordinator of the 
Goodman Banks Series, Mrs. 
Nicholson said she usually helps 
frame the guest artist’s talks as 
they prepare to address the audi-
ence at school assemblies. “I 
want them to be real to them-
selves,” said Mrs. Nicholson.Artist Hilary Scott speaks to the Kingswood Oxford community. Photo by 

Claire Halloran ‘15.

Epic coffeehouse moves to Barnes and Noble
by Hannah Bash ’17

If you have walked through 
the gallery in Roberts lately, you 
would have noticed pictures lining 
the walls and music playing in the 
background. Thanks to senior 
Max Bash and electronic music 
teacher Wayne Pierce, the pictures 
and music give you a snap-
shot of their summers in Spain.

Although the music and 
pictures work perfectly together, 

Max was the first to set up in 
the gallery. “His exhibit was 
up for a week and then I added 
the music,” said Dr. Pierce. 

Dr. Pierce was able to play 
music that he acquired himself. 
“I had it because four years ago 
my daughter was in Spain for a 
semester and we went for a visit 
and I took my recorder,” he said, 
“Every time I saw a musical group I 
recorded and got about 20 minutes 
of clips.” He said that the entirety of 

‘Maze Runner’ makes viewers run away

his music was recorded in Madrid.
“When  Max  pu t  h i s 

pictures up I said that I have 
this music and we can put 
it on a loop and let it play.”

Max was pleased with the 
collaboration. “I gave it a preview 
and I thought it worked well,” 
said Max. He agreed to have the 
music play to enhance the exhibit. 

“It was surprising at first 
because I didn’t know he had 
been to Madrid but he knows a lot 

about music and I thought it would 
work nicely together,” said Max.

Dr. Pierce said that he hoped  
people enjoyed the authenticity of 
the music along with the photos. 
“It was meant to complement his 
photo exhibit,” said Dr. Pierce.

Dr. Pierce said that he liked 
the collaboration of mediums. 
“I think those projects are good 
when you can combine those 
types of media together,” he 
said, “When photos go with the 

media they are able to enhance 
the entire project together.” 

Dr. Pierce said he hoped for 
more collaboration in the future. 
“Student work where more than one 
medium is involved is a cool thing 
and we hope to have more,” he said.

Although Max’s exhibit is 
no longer in the gallery, he said he 
is excited for more projects. “All 
good things must come to an end 
and I look forward to a new future 
exhibit at some point,” said Max.

Imagine being taken away 
from everything you’ve ever known. 

And worse, you don’t even 
remember what that everything was.

Imagine being stripped of 
your past, forced to survive with 
strangers in a dangerous envi-
ronment, forced to risk your life 
with nothing but the memory 
of your first name; or, wait 

for death to take you anyway.
“The Maze Runner” was 

released Sept. 19. It is based off 
the first book in James Dashner’s 
young-adult science fiction trilogy.

The movie is fast paced 
and intense throughout its 
entirety. A group of young male 
adults are placed in the center 
of a maze by an unknown evil. 
These victims remember nothing 
of their former lives except for 

their first names. A new member 
is given to the group each month 
arriving in an elevator and is most 
likely disoriented and scared.

The movie begins when the 
main character, Thomas (Dylan 
O’Brien), is brought up to the 
maze by the elevator. Thomas’ 
arrival causes a lifestyle change 
as he and other men begin to chal-
lenge authority. Thomas sparks 
liberty into the hearts of many of 

the men. He encourages them to 
think outside the box (literally). 
He becomes the source of their 
hope of freedom and survival.  

Thomas becomes a “runner,” 
a person who runs through the 
maze each day to try to memo-
rize it and map it. Runners are 
considered the chosen ones, and 
Thomas was not a chosen one. If 
a man is not “chosen” promptly 
after he arrives, then he may not 

be a runner. By becoming a runner 
and breaking the rules that the 
tribe has created, Thomas causes 
conflict within the tribe. Ulti-
mately, the tribe begins to turn 
on each other in a fight for power.

This movie is a bad version 
of “The Hunger Games.” It is point-
less until the truth comes out at the 
end, and people who do not like 
action will hate it. This movie will 
make you cover your eyes in fear.

by Gwyneth McDonald  ’16

Pierce brings swingin’ Spanish music to the gallery
by Aly Brown ’15
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Cold War, carnivals and
budget cuts: 25 years ago at KO

The year is 1989, and kids 
are excited to be back in school. 
Chase-Tallwood doesn’t yet exist, 
and instead two cottages stand 
in its place. An eager gang of 
freshmen prepare to run the Senior 
Green, praying not to get caught 
and strung up on the flagpole. 

Imagining life in 2014 wasn’t 
on anybody’s mind; imagining the 
end of the year was still so far away.

The Cold War had just ended 
and students were already making 
jokes, taping up the word “Void” 
over the map that has the former 
Soviet Union in the room of History 
Department Chair Dr. Ann Serow. 

However, communism was 
not over. Across the sea in Beijing, 
the Tiananmen Square Massacre 
happened this same year, a student-
led demonstration for democracy 
that ended in hundreds of deaths 
and thousands of injuries: a protest 
with a similar basis to those that 
happened in Hong Kong this year. 

China wasn’t the only one 
dealing with a major loss. Due to 
the end of the Cold War, invest-
ments in defensive industries 
in Connecticut had fallen and 
Hartford was facing a recession. 

This coupled with an embez-
zlement scandal left money tight, 
and people couldn’t afford to send 
their children to KO. Dr. Serow 

recalls that this happened “almost 
overnight,” she said. “We had 800 
kids and we went down to 600 or 
less.” Numerous teachers left, and 
many of those who stayed had his or 
her department budgets cut in half.

 “There were no frills,” 
said Dr. Serow. “We had to work 
together, do with less, and concen-
trate on just teaching good classes.”

Even though times were 
tough, KO fought its way through 
and managed to come out even 

better. One advantage was that 
classes, which before could have 
numbers as high as 19 students, 
became smaller and more personal. 

Three-story Seaverns Hall 
had just been built in 1987 and on 
the top floor was a computer room, 
a major advancement from KO’s 
former teletype machine. The 
school went from having hardly any 
computers to buzzing with them.

Technology wasn’t the 
only thing that was on the rise. 

This year, there were more sports 
options than ever, and many 
athletic teams were winning big. 
The girls gymnastics and wres-
tling teams of days past both won 
state championships. Girls soccer 
won the Founder’s League cham-
pionship, as did the golf team. 

History teacher Scott Dunbar 
fondly remembers the football 
team’s undefeated season. “People 
were afraid to play us,” he said.

Still, the most interesting 

thing about 1989 was the fun that 
the graduating class knew how to 
have. That year, the service club 
that went around doing community 
service projects, including tutoring 
and visiting hospitals, brought 
back the tradition of a having 
a springtime charity carinival.

“We had Ferris wheels,” said 
history teacher Rob Kyff with a 
smile on his face, recalling “those 
tilt-a-rides . . . concession booths, 
and dunk-the-teacher booths.” 

There were differences in the 
mentalities at KO in this time as 
well. It was a more preppy school, 
Mr. Kyff said. “Kids worried about 
more what they wore and what 
kind of car they drove,” he said. 

A much higher percentage of 
teachers, almost 70 percent, were 
men, and powerful positions were 
held by men as opposed to women. 
The school was less ethnically and 
geographically ethnically diverse, 
and approximately 40 percent of 
students came from West Hartford. 

Despite all these differences, 
flash forward to 2014, and you’ll 
find the same old KO. The Green 
is still seniors-only, Dr. Serow still 
teaches in the same room, Roberts 
stands tall, the curriculum is 
rigorous and the teachers caring, 
and everybody hates the dress code. 

For us, remembering the 
past feels like a distant memory, 
but when you think about it, 
it’s never really that far away.

by Vivian Goldstein ’17

The 1989 charity carnvial, held on campus. Photo courtesy of Kingswood Oxford Archives.

Green not 
seniors-only?
by Austin Lemkuil ’16

This fall, seniors have been 
engaging in a wider variety of 
activities on the senior green this 
year, and because of this have been 
more welcoming to underclassmen.

Frisbees ,  vol leybal ls , 
and  foo tba l l s  have  been 
flying, and students say that 
the seniors are being more 
relaxed about who participates. 

“Seniors are definitely 
more lenient towards under-
classmen on the Green this 
year,” said junior AJ Prystawski.

“The Senior Green is a great 
place to go during free periods,” 
he said. “It’s a good time hanging 
out with my senior friends.”

Despite  the fact  that 
many activities take place on 
the Senior Green, most seniors 
continue to follow the tradition 
that non-seniors are not allowed 
on the green unless explicitly 
invited by a senior, which has 
prompted some controversy  
from those involved in activities.

This is something junior 
Mackenzie McDonald agrees 
with. “The Green is a lovely 
place,” she said. “Seniors really 
deserve this special space after 
four years of hard work. Everyone 
needs to show it some respect.”

Coach Kocay’s caring pays off 
by Kathryn Adams ’16

During a crucial moment 
during a Hewett Day foot-
ball game, during Matthew 
Kocay’s second year as an assis-
tant football coach, he made an 
unusual and surprising decision. 

In the final minutes of the 
game, Mr. Kocay sent a senior who 
had been struggling to find success 
on the field into the fray. All of the 
other coaches doubted his deci-
sion, but, during the last seconds 
of the game, the senior tackled 
the quarterback for a big sack. 

“I think about that moment 
all the time because this kid told 
me that the opportunity I gave 
him helped shape him into the 
successful person he is today,” Mr. 
Kocay said. “I always believe that 
kids can achieve if they are given 
the opportunity and are involved.” 

Involvement in both the KO 
community and sports is some-
thing that Mr. Kocay has believed 
in his entire life. Growing up 
in West Hartford, he regularly 
attended KO sports games after 
going to school just down the 
street at St. Thomas the Apostle 
School on Farmington Ave.

He went on to study at 
Central Connecticut State Univer-
sity and worked both in sales at 
Abercrombie and Fitch, and as 

a bartender and manager before 
coming to KO as an equip-
ment manager. Over the years 
he has coached multiple sports 
and been promoted to equip-
ment and facilities manager and 
Middle School sports coordinator. 

Mr. Kocay’s passion for 
athletics and the care he shows 
for his athletes are apparent to 
all who know him. What many 
may not know is that Mr. Kocay’s 
passion for history trumps his love 
for sports. He originally came to 
KO with the dream of becoming a 

history teacher, but after becoming 
more and more involved in the 
athletics department, Mr. Kocay 
ascended to his current positions. 

Mr. Kocay’s high energy 
and enthusiasm for his work is 
what makes him such a strong 
part of the KO community, say 
both students and teachers. “He’s a 
big cheerleader for our teams, and 
his great presence is what impacts 
our students overall athletic experi-
ence as well as our coaches,” said 
Director of Athletics Sue Cabot. 

Mr. Kocay’s love for his 

athletes and his high hopes for his 
teams push him to work hard every 
day. Mr. Kocay admitted that he 
does struggle with negativity at 
times because he believes that 
his athletes can achieve so much. 

“He legitimately cares 
about us players and does every-
thing that he can to help us 
out,” junior Jacob Hallenbeck 
said. “That and his experience 
and love for the game is what 
makes him such a great coach.” 

Ms. Cabot said that Mr. 
Kocay’s experience, hard work and 
commitment have greatly influ-
enced the KO athletics commu-
nity. “What is very evident and 
has been very evident from the 
day I arrived at KO is that Matt 
loves KO and working here with 
our athletes and coaches,” she said.  

Mr. Kocay said that he 
encourages everyone at KO to 
become more involved with 
the Athletics Department. “I 
know plenty of people who 
have regretted leaving teams 
here, but nobody who has 
regretted joining more teams and 
becoming more involved in KO.” 

Mr.  Kocay’s  l i fe long 
involvement with KO, along with 
his encouragement to all students 
to become more involved with 
athletics, has earned him a special 
place in the hearts of KO athletes.

Mr.Kocay coaching football from the sidelines. Photo by Claire Halloran ’15.
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Lamb-strong: mechanic extraordinaire

Science teacher Sarah Lamb, 
known by her students as either 
“Slamb” or “Ms. Lamb,” can be 
found during the school week in 
Chase Tallwood teaching Physics 
and middle school Robotics, or in 
the basement of Roberts coaching 
the Upper School Robotics team. 

On weekends, however, Ms. 
Lamb ditches her expo markers 
and smart board for her bicycle and 
repair kit, and works as a mechanic 
at professional cycling races  for 
major bicycle companies including 
Cannondale, Mavic and SRAM.

Ms. Lamb has been working 
as a procycling mechanic for seven 
years, and has been involved with 
mechanic work for most of her life. 

“I originally got into the 
whole thing through working 
in  bike shops,”  sa id  Ms. 
Lamb. “Since I was 14 I have 
been taking bikes apart and 
putting them back together.” 

She remarked how she 
initially started after men would 
come into the repair shop asking 
for the “guys” in the shop to fix 
their bikes. This prompted her 
to earn her mechanics license, 
she said. “I wanted to get some-
thing official, a certificate to show 
that I was just as good or better 
than all the men in the shop.” 

After receiving her USA 
Cycling mechanic license and 
being recognized as one of the top 
scorers, Ms. Lamb first ventured 
into working as a mechanic for 

races. “They approached me after 
I got my mechanics license and 
basically asked me to jump out 
of a car and fix broken bikes as 
fast as possible.” She accepted 
this challenge and has been 
doing exactly that ever since.

Current ly  dur ing  the 
fall and winter season, Ms. 
Lamb works with bicycle 
company Cannondale as a team 
mechanic for cyclocross races. 

“Cyclocross is different 
from a traditional road race as the 
course itself is much more tech-
nical, and there are areas with dirt, 
sand, mud, trails even parts where 
you have to physically pick up the 
bike and run up stairs or something 
similar to that. Because of this the 
bikes are made a little differently. 
The opening in the frame is bigger 
to make it easier to carry, and the 
wheels look like road wheels, 
but are knobby for traction.”  

While Ms. Lamb spends the 
majority of her time at this job at 
the races, fixing problems from flat 
tires to broken chains, she helps 
build the bicycles for the team as 
well. “Assembling my first bike 
took me almost two weeks, now 
it usually takes around 4-5 hours 
to finish a bike,” Ms. Lamb said. 

Working as a pro cycling 
mechanic has taken Ms. Lamb 
across the country, from local 
races in Gloucester, Mass., and 
Providence, R.I. all the way to 
Colorado. In January, she plans 
on travelling to Austin, Texas, to 
work at the Cyclocross Nationals. 

Furthermore, Ms. Lamb is on 
the shortlist of mechanics for the 
Tour de France. “Unfortunately, 
working at the Tour de France is 
extremely political and tough to do 
as a neutral mechanic not working 
for any specific cyclist, but hope-
fully I will be able to go within 
the next few years,” she said.

Over the course of her 
numerous races, Ms. Lamb 
has run into a number of 
famous cyclists and people.

“At one race in New Hamp-
shire a bunch of NASCAR drivers 
took part in a race, and were actu-
ally good athletes. At another race 
that was a Jim Calhoun fundraiser, 

I actually was called to fix Jim 
Calhoun’s bike using the wheel 
from my own,” she reminisced. 
Ms. Lamb even once met the 
now-infamous Lance Armstrong, 
and described how in much of 
a jerk he was. “During a race in 
Pennsylvania with the develop-
mental team I met him and he was 
screaming at people and teenagers 
the whole time, and was just really 
rude to everyone around,” she said. 

Overall, the people Ms. 
Lamb has worked with, fellow 
mechanics and athletes alike, 
have been great. “It’s a really 
close community, and I feel 
that if I flew anywhere in the 

country to a bike race I would 
know most of the people there.”

Despite this sport currently 
being dominated by men, “I 
really love working the races and 
although I am one of only a few 
women, the people I get to work 
with are fantastic, “ she said.  

Most recently, Ms. Lamb 
returned from a Cyclocross race 
where she worked with one of 
the top women’s U23 Cyclocross 
athletes in the world. She said 
regarding this event, “It’s great to 
see women getting more involved, 
and that women can do these 
things just as well as the men.”

by Joe Ravalese ’15

Oversized winter clothes
by Aly Brown ’15

Every time fall comes 
around is the growth of clothes: 
as the weather turns colder, 
the  c lo thes  grow b igger.

The most common manifes-
tation of this reoccurring trend is 
the oversized sweater. The over-
sized sweater is the comfiest, 
most basic fall and winter staple, 
and if you don’t already own 
one do yourself a favor and 
invest in one as soon as possible!

Oversized sweaters are great 
because they can be paired with 
anything. It does not dress an outfit 
up or down, but merely keeps you 
feeling warm and looking cute.

For example, if you want 
to wear a summer dress during 
winter, no fear! Just add an 
oversized sweater and you’ll 
be warm, comfy, and stylish.

Another more recent trend 
is the fuzzy crop jacket. Everyone 
has seen longer fur jackets, faux or 
real, in dark colors such as brown 
and black, but this new trend is 
more like a shag material than fur, 
and can come in lighter colors such 
as white and light pink, and bright 
colors like blue and green to really 
make you stand out in a crowd.

The shag jacket is a daring 
new trend that is just starting to hit 
stores such as H&M and Forever 
21, but has already been a huge hit 
on the runway with many stars.

The last growth of clothes 
that we will see in the upcoming 
months is oversized or “boyfriend” 
shirts. Shirts like big flan-
nels have been a huge hit with 
high school students especially.

Other plain big long-sleeved 
cotton shirts can be seen being 
worn for their comfort and warmth 
as well. These bigger shirts, when 
they have a flair at the bottom, can 
be paired with any basic pair of 
pants and dress up the entire outfit.

Wearing larger clothing in 
the fall and winter is an easy way 
of looking like a lot of effort went 
into putting an outfit together 
when really all you thought about 
was bundling up to get warm!

Ligon is new comp sci teacher
by Grace Amell ’17

It’s not often that a KO 
student has a college professor 
for a teacher, but students 
lucky enough to be in computer 
science teacher Michael Ligon’s 
classes this fall have just that. 
Mr. Ligon says his students are 
ready to do college work, too.

Mr. Ligon, who is a full-time 
professor at Capital Community 
College in downtown Hartford, is 
teaching Introduction to Computer 
Science and Advanced Placement 
Computer Science this fall at KO. 

He graduated from Univer-
sity of Connecticut in Storrs 
with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in financial manage-
ment .  He then s tudied at 
Cambridge College in Cambridge, 
Mass., where he received a 
master’s degree in education.

This is not his first time 
teaching high schoolers, so coming 
to work at KO was an easy move for 
him, he said, adding that “the tran-
sition was mostly about learning 
where the different buildings are.” 

Director of Teaching and 
Learning Asha Appel says that 
KO is lucky to have found Mr. 
Ligon. “We were on the hunt for a 
computer science teacher,” she said. 
“It is a position that is hard to fill, 
especially because it is part time.” 

When descr ib ing  the 
in terviewing process ,  she 
said, “We all really liked him 
because he is kind, thoughtful, 

knowledgeable and engaged.” 
M r.  L i g o n  s a i d  h e 

w a s  i m p r e s s e d  b y  h o w 
skilled KO students are at 
c o m p u t e r  p r o g r a m m i n g .

“The students are very 
knowledgeable,” he said. “I’m 
surprised they’re at this level, 
because it’s usually in college 
when kids start to take program-
ming classes. The kids here are 
very advanced. They challenge 
me, so I have to make sure I 
stay one step ahead of them!” 

Freshman Humza Zaidi, a 
student in Mr. Ligon’s Introduction 
to Computer Science class, said he 
really enjoys the class. “Mr. Ligon 
is fun, and he maintains a nice 
atmosphere in the class,” he said.

Humza said that the way Mr. 
Ligon teaches the class is instruc-
tive and helpful. “He teaches for 
half the class and then we work 
for half the class and he comes 
around to help us,” he said.  

Even though he has only been 
here a few months, Mr. Ligon says 
he is looking forward to teaching 
more classes, and says in the future 
he wants to introduce some new 
classes for students. One idea he 
says he has is to teach a college-
level class at KO instead of the AP 
class. He is currently working on 
some of the details with UCONN 
and a few other colleges, he says. 

Mr. Ligon says he loves 
KO so far. “The students are 
nice,” he said. “It’s like a family 
environment. Everyone makes 
you feel welcome.” Although 
he does not advise, he says he 
is planning on coaching Middle 
School baseball this spring. 

Mr. Ligon has lived in 
Southington for the past 15 years, 
close to Waterbury, where he grew 
up. He lives with his two children, 
10-year-old Mackenzie and 7-year-
old Rhys, who both attend Saint 
Dominic’s School in Southington. 

An example of an oversized sweater. 
(Photo courtesy of Bing Images).

New computer science teacher Mr. Ligon coding. Photo by Lexi Banasiewicz ’16.

Physics teacher and mechanic Sarah Lamb, far right, at a recent cycling cometition in Rochester, NY. Photo courtesy of Sarah Lamb.
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Poster stirs concern
by Carolyn McCusker ’17

A controversial  ant i-
smoking poster put outside of 
Mrs. Dudzik’s office two weeks 
ago was removed in response 
to inquiries from the KO News. 

The poster, dated 1991 and 
titled “The Truth About Smoking 
Will Just Kill You,” depicts a 
girl that is smoking, surrounded 
by warnings about its danger.

While the health facts were 
widely supported by students 
and faculty, certain non-health-
related lines were met with some 
speculation on their validity. 

Some students said they 
found the lines, “Your friends 
won’t come near you” and “It’ll 
ruin your sex appeal” to be too far. 

The word choices in 
other lines, such as “It makes 
your clothes smell trashy” and 
“It’ll make you look cheap,” 
weren’t well received by some 
members of the KO community. 

“We want to help people 
get healthy; the real question is, 
‘what’s the best way to do it?’” said 
creative arts teacher Mark Kravetz. 

Sophomore Celia Jarmoc 
said the poster doesn’t help people 
to get healthy in a positive way. 

“KO isn’t supposed to be 
a judgmental community, but 
here’s this poster saying your 
addiction reflects who you are as 
a person,” Celia said. “The poster 
gives off a completely different 
vibe than what the KO commu-
nity’s supposed to be about.” 

Other students said they 
didn’t have a problem with the 
poster because it’s most impor-
tant to get people’s attention. 

“They’re harsh state-
ments, but it’s okay to try to 
shock people so they’ll actu-
ally stop and think about it,” 
said sophomore Faith Pease. 

Sophomore Chloe Ezzo 
agreed. “In this day and age, 
most people are already aware 
of the health risks of smoking, 
so they won’t have much of an 
impact on people who smoke.” 

“My first reaction to the 
poster is that I’m happy infor-
mation is readily available to 

students in an accessible loca-
tion,” said School Counselor 
Chastity Rodriguez. “However, 
certain lines on the poster take 
advantage of latent insecurities. 
It’s very easy to discourage an 
act by attaching it to someone’s 
social status, but it’s not justified 
to malign someone’s character.” 

School Nurse Jeanne Auer-
bach said she found the poster in 
a box left by the previous nurse. 

Mrs. Auerbach said she’s 
taking the poster down because 
it’s not as considerate as she’d 
hope. “It’s subjective and judg-
mental, and I strive to fill the 
space with supportive posters.” 

The impact the poster may 
have on members of the KO 
community who smoke is debated 
among students and faculty at KO. 

“ P e o p l e  w h o  s m o k e 

The  bot tom f loor  of 
Roberts Center faces an inter-
esting conundrum: while it’s 
technically below the first floor, 
one side of the building also has 
ground-level entrances, leaving 
the level as a basement and a 
ground floor simultaneously.

“I think an interesting thing 
in terms of how KO is laid out is 
that many of the buildings have an 
entry on two different levels, so it’s 
like there’s a first floor, but then 
there’s this other ground floor,” 
said Assistant Head of School for 
Student Life, Carolyn McKee, of 
this strange situation, which leaves 
the KO Community with another 
problem: what to call this floor.

Ms. McKee, whose office 
is located there, said that the 
floor has historically been called 
“the basement of Roberts.” 
This is a misnomer, she said. 

“You think of basements as 
being underground and this floor 

certainly isn’t under the ground. It’s 
just the way all of these buildings 
are built, which is very confusing 
to people because this is not the 
first floor, but it is ground level.”

The ground level class-
rooms of Roberts used to be 
primarily science labs, but, over 
time, the classrooms and offices 
have been filled instead with 
computer labs, student hangout 
spots, and teachers’ offices, and the 
dynamic of the floor has changed. 

As more people have inhab-
ited the space, Ms. McKee said, 
“I’ve kidded that ‘the garden level’ 
is a much more welcoming term 
than ‘the basement,’” a term she 
thinks she picked up from those 
who work in administrative offices 
in the basement of Nicholson and 
call their offices’ floor by this name.

At a recent Tuesday morning 
assembly, when an announcement 
was made directing students to Mr. 
Garcia’s room in the basement, 
Ms. McKee corrected them. “I 
said, ‘Oh, no, we call it the garden 

Roberts basement renamed?
by Kate Betts ’16

There was a lot of buzz on 
the KO campus this fall as there 
was an influx of newcomers to 
KO’s theater department for this 
season’s production of “The Heidi 
Chronicles.” At a school with a 
student body that is in some ways 
defined by its extracurricular 
activities, for people to break those 
molds drastically and success-
fully is definitely buzz-worthy.

One of the newcomers, 
senior Denizhan Kara, had little 
previous experience with theater 
when he decided to audition for 
the fall play. After some coaxing 
from his friends who were already 
involved in theater, Denizhan 
auditioned, and ended up scoring 
one of the male leads of the show.

For someone who joined 
on a whim, Denizhan has already 
adjusted to acting. “So far the 
rehearsals have been both full 
of laughs and productive,” he 
said. “It’s not something that 
I dread going to everyday.”

Another senior, Shreya 
Karak, was also influenced by 
friends in theater to join in the fun 

level!’” she said, laughing, “The 
whole thing was a bit comical!”

While she isn’t all that 
serious about changing the 
name,  Ms.  McKee th inks 
i t ’s  an  i n t e r e s t i ng  i dea . 

“I do think it’s a more 
appealing way of talking about 
where we live,” she said, 
referring to she and the other 
teachers who have offices 
and classrooms on this floor.

Nothing official has been 
done to rename the floor, since 
officially all classrooms and offices 
go by a numbering system anyway. 

Ms. McKee said that, now 
that the word is out, perhaps 
those who spend time there 
will take on the new name. 

She does, however, think 
the KO student body’s stubborn 
traditionalism will beat out a more 
appealing moniker. Most likely, at 
the end of the day, she said, “Kids 
are still going to go to their locker 
in the basement of Roberts.”

Tutus, wigs, face paint, 
and knee socks – no, i t’s 
not the circus, it’s KO the 
week before Homecoming. 

And yet, with such a flashy 
and successful Spirit Week, 
the Homecoming dance itself 
provokes a surprisingly “eh” 
response from the student body.  

In fact, this year, many 
people opted to spend their 
Saturday night at the Electric 
Run instead of showing up to the 
dance, and those who did make 
the turnout were not entirely 
pleased with the experience.

might find the poster aggres-
sive, but they may also stop and 
reevaluate whether smoking is 
good for them and the people 
around them,” Faith said.

Ms. Rodriguez disagreed. “If 
you want to help people who smoke 
in a positive way, the best way to 
do that is to ‘be curious instead of 
critical, be the seeker of the story,’ 
in the words of Norman Kunc, a 
speaker who came to KO in 2012,” 
she said. “Try to ask why someone 
smokes, so that your help can come 
from a place of understanding 
instead of a place of criticism.” 

“KO isn’t 
supposed to be 
a judgmental 
community, but 
here’s this poster 
saying your 
addiction reflects 
who you are as a 
person.”

– Celia Jarmoc

“Student government puts a 
lot of work into these dances,” said 
junior Hope Nemirow.  “I recognize 
that.  But the experience is usually 
kind of blah.  I think that has to do 
with the fact that a lot of people 
don’t show up, because they think 
it’s lame.  If more people came, it 
would probably be a lot more fun.”

Senior  Joanie Burzy-
mowska had a much more extreme 
take on the matter.  “KO dances 
suck,” she said.  “End of story.”

Other students agreed 
with Hope, including junior 
Kelly Maloney, who chose to 
go to the Electric Run instead of 
Homecoming this year.  “I just 

wanted to do something different.  
KO dances get kind of old.”

Naysayers aside, some 
people love KO dances. “I thought 
Homecoming was a rad time 
honestly,” senior Casey Barter said.  
“There wasn’t nearly enough Ice 
JJ Fish, but I got down anyway.” 

All  in al l ,  i t ’s  diff i-
cult to pinpoint what makes 
K O  d a n c e s  n o t  a l l - t h a t . 

Perhaps senior Shira Rich-
ards-Rachlin said it best: “Even 
though not everyone loves the 
dances at KO, I think it has more to 
do with people’s attitudes towards 
it than with any real problem 
with the dances themselves.”  

this fall. “I thought it would be fun 
and I like organizing things, and 
my friend has done a lot of theater 
and she loves it,” Shreya said.

Sophomore Jack Barry said 
he was self-motivated to join. 
“I thought the play would be an 
awesome way to get involved with 
different aspects of the school, and 
I’m really excited to try something 
out of my comfort zone,” he said.

So far, it’s been a good 
decision. “Everyone is very 
encouraging, and the students and 
faculty who have been involved 
in years past have been very 
warm and welcoming,” Jack said. 
“I would definitely encourage 
people to get involved. It’s a 
great way to expand your activi-
ties and experience new things.”

For some theater newcomers 
this fall, the transition from their 
other extracurricular activi-
ties has been drastic, but still 
a positive experience thus far. 

Junior Brendan Lant-
ieri said of he and fellow junior 
Kyle Keenan, both of whom are 
taking on small parts in the fall 
play, “Most people just think 
of us as athletic, but funny kids, 

and now we can be other things.” 
Kyle chimed in, “We’re 

taking our talents to other 
categories of the school, and 
it’s gonna be a fun time.”

Overall, the new actors say 
they would encourage others to 
follow in their path. “I think it’s 
great for people to audition just 
for fun, even if they don’t want 
a serious role,” Denizhan said. 
“It’s honestly a great way to 
interact with people they might 
not know before.” Jack agreed. 
“It’s a great way to encourage 
people to get involved,” he said.

Whether or not these 
new theater kids will influence 
more people to join in the fun is 
still unknown, though veterans 
of the program are hopeful. 

Senior Anya Delventhal, one 
of those experienced actors, said, 
“I think it’s really exciting that 
the theater program has started to 
spread out and more people want 
to join and be a part of it. It adds to 
the cast and adds to the family, and 
makes the whole experience better. 
It feels really good to know that 
there’s going to be future genera-
tions of actors once I’m gone.”

by Mackenzie McDonald ’16

Wide variety of students 
find spotlights in fall play
by Kate Betts ’16

The now-removed poster that was hanging in the hallway outside of Mrs. 
Dudzik’s office in Roberts. Photo by Lydia Bailey ’15

Running over Homecoming
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Grandparents, special friends visit 
by J.J. Dominick ’18

Scores of grandparents 
and special friends of middle 
schoolers enjoyed music, attended 
classes and savored lunch during 
Grandparents and Special Friends 
Day on Wednesday, Oct. 8.

Upper Prep Choraliers, 
sang and performed a folk 
dance, and Cantabile, two songs 
at a concert for the guests. 

After the concert, the grand-
parents and special friends attended 
two hour-long classes during 
Middle School periods A2 and A3. 
They then dined with the students 
in the cafeteria, where they ate 
seared salmon with sautéed vege-
tables, chicken, spinach and sun-
dried tomato pasta, and rice pilaf. 

The grandparents of sixth-
grader Ian Simpson said they 
enjoyed their first Grandpar-
ents Day. “I enjoyed interacting 
with teachers and other students 
during the day,” said Owen 
Simpson, Ian’s grandfather. 

Ian’s grandmother, Withel 
Simpson, agreed, complimented 
the hospitality of everyone 
at the school. “The choice of 
the food was excellent and I 
enjoyed every bit of it,” she said. 

Eighth-grader  Johnny 

Hagberg, who did not have 
anyone join him on Grandpar-
ents and Special Friends Day, 
said that it felt weird not having 
anyone with him, especially when 
teachers had students do activi-
ties with their grandparents or 

Grandparents and special friends of Middle School students congregate in Roberts Lobby to enjoy refreshments.
Photo by Claire Halloran ’15

special friends. However, he added 
that it was still a pleasant day.

The event drew mixed 
reviews from Upper School 
students and teachers, who, 
because of the luncheon in the 
cafeteria, were forced to lunch 

on sandwiches, salads, potato 
chips and cookies in Soby Gym.

“That was one of the most 
rushed lunches I’ve had here,” said 
Upper School History Department 
Chair Ann Serow. “Why can’t 
we have that nice lunch too?” 

But some older students 
said the Upper School should 
a lso  host  a  Grandparents 
and Special  Fr iends Day. 

“ I  en joyed  spend ing 
quality time with my grand-
parents and wish there was a 
day in the Upper School,” said 
freshman Carter Castanza, 
who experienced the event as 
a KO Middle School student.

Overall though, the reac-
tion from students and special 
friends alike was mainly positive. 
Associate Director of the Middle 
School Kathryn Dunn said the 
grandparents enjoy the event 
every year. “Grandparents get so 
excited to see what they [their 
grandchildren] do every day and 
meet their teachers,” she said. 

McKee urges students to 
register cars or receive ticket
by Alec Rossi ’17

KO students who drive 
unregistered cars to school will 
soon find warning tickets on 
their windshields as the school 
tries to prevent non-KO drivers 
from parking in the school lot.

Tickets will soon be placed 
on non-registered cars, said Assis-
tant Head of School of Student 
Life Carolyn McKee. The tickets 
will warn students that their cars 
need to be registered. Having 
all cars registered ensures that 
students’ cars are not towed if 
parked illegally, said Ms. McKee.

“It has become evident 
that people are using the parking 
lot who are not in the KO 
community,” said Ms. McKee. 

Director of Facilities Larry 
Marciano agreed. “It happens every 
day with four cars at the beginning 
of the lot,” he said. “[The drivers] 
work in Blueback and park here.” 

Ms. McKee said that not 
having all cars registered poses 
a safety risk and makes it hard 
to tow cars that don’t belong to 
members of the KO community.

Students can register cars 
using the form found under 
the news tab on FirstClass.

The school has always 
required students to register their 
cars, said Ms. McKee. Upper 
School Administrative Coordi-
nator Donna Dudzik said that 
about 20 percent of students’ 
cars are not currently registered. 

“Outsiders parking in the 
KO lot pose a safety risk to the 
community,” said Ms. McKee. 
Without proper car registration, 
she said, it is difficult to deter-
mine who owns each car. “Every 
year we have people who come in 
and say a car is running or some-
body hit something,” said Ms. 

McKee. Car registration, she said, 
allows contact to be made with the 
affected driver. Illegally parked 
cars could also affect the ability 
of emergency vehicles to enter 
the parking lot, said Ms. McKee

Both Mr. Marciano and 
Ms. McKee said they are also 
concerned with maintaining ample 
parking. If too many cars are 
parked in the KO lot, Mr. Marciano 
said, an outsider may be towed. 

Ms. McKee said that a car 
in the parking lot has never been 
towed or fined and that towing is a 
last resort. Before towing a car, she 
said, it would first be ticketed by 
the police. “In order to tow we need 
all our cars registered,” she said. 

Mr. Marciano said that 
he occasionally has to remind 
people when KO is busy that 
they cannot park here. But the 
police have never been called 
for such infractions, he said.

Senior Emily Lowitt said 
she supported the new emphasis 
on car registration. “If some-
thing goes wrong in the parking 
lot or if someone accidently 
hits a car and they don’t know 
whose car, then it is important to 
be able to find out,” Emily said.

 Emily added that registration 
would help KO know if someone 
keeps their car in the lot at night. 
“Sometimes people go on over-
night trips with the school and it 
is important that the school knows 

who has their car here,” she said. 
Emily said she thought 

giving warning tickets was a bit 
extreme, but said student drivers 
have been warned sufficiently and 
that the registration form takes 
less than five minutes to fill out. 

But senior Robert Scappat-
icci said he sees some problems 
in mandating car registration. 
“Registration proves problem-
atic if someone has a registered 

car but has to take a different 
car to school. There may be 
a severe consequence for this 
minor infraction,” said Robert. 

Mr. Marciano said that as 
long as there are no events it is 
usually not a problem for outsiders 
to park in the KO lot on weekends. 
He said that limousine services 
sometimes park here, as it is one 
of the only lots capable of holding 
vehicles of that size. Ms. McKee 
said that people sometimes park in 
the KO lot on the weekends and 
walk over to West Hartford Center.

Students  and parents 
both utilize the KO lot but, Ms. 
McKee said that parents park in 
illegal spots more than students. 

“Students, are not as bad, 
but in bad weather students some-
times make their own parking 
spaces,” said Ms. McKee. She 
said that these areas could be 
ones designated for use by emer-
gency services and that parking in 
them is a potential safety hazard.

A prime example of a cringeworthy KO parking job. Photo by Claire 
Halloran’15.

Debaters travel 
to Hong Kong
by Lauren Barnes ’16

The Forensic Union has 
kicked off its 2014-1015 season 
with a variety of debate compe-
titions and a trip by three of 
their members to Hong Kong 
for an international tournament. 

Senior and Forensic Union 
Vice President Zach Mendelovici 
and juniors Mark Sheehan and 
Evan Kelmar traveled to Hong 
Kong with history teacher and 
Forensic Union Advisor Ted 
Levine, for the International Inde-
pendent Schools’ Public Speaking 
Championship from Friday, 
Oct. 17, through Friday, Oct. 20. 

T h e y  c o m p e t e d  i n 
impromptu speaking, parliamen-
tary debate, cross examination 
debating, after-dinner speaking, 
interpretive reading, and extempo-
raneous speaking. Mark competed 
in the after-dinner speaker category. 

Last year, seniors and 
current Co-presidents Katie 
Smith, Lina Volin and Julianne 
DeAngelo traveled to Canada 
last October for internationals 
and Lina and Julianne then went 
to Worlds later on. The World 
Individual Debate and Public 
Speaking Championships will be 
held In Hong Kong April 5, 2015. 

At the first parliamentary 
extemporaneous debate of the day 
at the Roxbury Latin School on 
Sunday, Oct. 12,  Zach came in 
eighth place overall. At the Ston-
leigh Burnham Public Speaking 
Tournament, Mark won the after-
dinner speaking competition. 

On Sunday, Oct. 12, a 
group of novice debaters went 
to St. Sebastian’s for an all 
novice debate. Freshman David 
Marotollo came in first for KO. 

Like David, many under-
classmen have shown an interest 

in Forensic Union this year. 
Freshman Neil Hemnani, also 
new to the club, said he really 
enjoys the club and its meetings. 

“I really look forward to 
attending both debates and public 
speaking tournaments,” he said. He 
also said he encourages people to 
come to meetings because the club 
is very inviting. “It’ll push you out 
of your zone, but it’s so much fun.”

Julianne said one of her 
goals as a co-president is to help 
group members gain experi-
ence in both debate and public 
speaking. “Though the two are 
categories are similar in their skill 
sets, I hope we are able to give 
everyone a solid foundation in both 
types of competition,” she said. 

Also new to the club is 
English teacher and Forensic 
Union Faculty Advisor, Sarah 
Whalen. Having performed in 
theatrical productions throughout 
high school and college, and 
majoring in theater and English, 
Ms. Whalen said she is excited 
to coach the team this year.

“Understanding myself 
creatively has really helped me 
understand what skills I can bring 
to the Forensic Union,” she said. 

Ms. Whalen prepared for 
the year by attending debate camp 
over the summer and said she 
was excited by the experience.

“To speak eloquently and 
elegantly on anything is such a 
skill,” she said, “It feels good 
to be part of a club that helps 
people speak so confidently.” 

The Forensic Union will 
debate at Andover School on 
Sunday, Nov. 2, which will be a 
big parliamentary debate. Eight 
novices and eight advanced 
debaters will attend. Debaters 

Continued on page 15
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debaters will attend. Debaters 
will head for Exeter School 
on Sunday, Nov. 9, which 
will be a prepared debate.

Members of the Forensic 
Union said they are excited 
about the upcoming debates and 
year. Senior and Chair of Speech  
Areesha Irfan said that she thinks 
it will be a successful year. 

“Forensic Union has been 
doing great this year,” she said. 
Ms. Whalen has been a great addi-
tion this year to the Forensic Union 
in addition to some great freshmen 
speakers. I think this will be a 
successful year, and I am so glad 
that Ms. Whalen has dived in with 
a lot of enthusiasm and support.” 

Lina agreed. “I think Ms. 
Whalen is an amazing addi-
tion, and I think she’s going 
to bring a lot of new things to 
the table,” she said. “She can 
definitely help with the public 
speaking part of Forensic Union.” 

Julianne agreed that Ms. 
Whalen is a fantastic coach. “Her 
genuine enthusiasm and love 
of learning have already made 
a huge positive impact on the 
team,” she said. “We could not 
have asked for a better coach, 
especially considering all that she 
had to take on as a new teacher and 
member of the KO community.” 

Ms. Whalen said she encour-
ages anyone to come to meetings, 

which are held from 6 p.m. to 7 
p.m. every Tuesday in Tomasso. An 
assignment sheet is posted outside 
the door of Tomasso,  and pizza 
is always served. “It’s an envi-
ronment where we’re all working 
together,” Ms. Whalen said. 

The members of the club 
encourage new people to come in 
and try it out. “Potential members 
shouldn’t be scared to come to a 
meeting and see what forensic 
union is all about,” Ms. Whalen 
said. “Confidence in speaking skills 
is such a good tool to have, and 
we have so much fun as a team!”

The three forensic union debaters who traveled to Hong Kong: from left to 
right, Zach Mendelovici, Evan Kelmar and Mark Sheehan. Photo by Claire 
Halloran ’15

Forensic Union 
off to strong start
  Continued from page 14.

Giffords visits class
Continued from page 1.

likely to be killed by their abuser 
if the abuser has access to a gun, 
and that one in four women are 
expected to experience partner 
violence at some point in life. 

“The number of women 
dying  f rom gun v io lence 
h a s  b e c o m e  a  n a t i o n a l 
shame,” Ms. Giffords said.

She said she hopes her 
Protect All Women Tour will 
promote awareness that gener-
ates  legis lat ion to drast i -
cally reduce these numbers. 

This was the third stop on 
Ms. Giffords’ nine-day, nine-
state tour of the nation, which 
began on Tuesday, Oct. 14 and 
ended on Wednesday, Oct. 22. 
Besides Connecticut, she visited 
Arizona, Iowa, Maine, Minne-
sota, New Hampshire, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania and Washington.

One of the members of 
the roundtable, Nancy P. Tyler, 
a lawyer for O’Brien, Tanski, & 
Young, testified about her expe-
rience as the victim of domestic 
violence committed with a firearm 
because her former husband 
kidnapped her at gunpoint. She 
noted that this incident might not 
have happened if she had had access 
to today’s information back then. 

She expressed disbelief 
that domestic violence involving 
guns is still a national issue. “I 
can’t believe we’re still having 
this conversation,” she said.

Also in attendance was 
Kelly Annelli, whose friend 
and neighbor was killed by her 
husband this past June. Ms. 
Annelli pointed out possible red 
flags that may protect possible 
victims of domestic gun violence.

Ty p i c a l  m e t h o d s  o f 
p r e v e n t i n g  g u n  v i o l e n c e 
were suggested,  including 
expanded background checks 
and increased restrictions. 

Other proposals were 
the possibil i ty of primary 
care physicians screening for 
mental health and substance 
abuse issues to prevent future 
domestic violence with guns. 

A n o t h e r  s u g g e s t i o n 
was reaching out to day care 
workers who can identify 

moms at risk and function as 
another set of eyes and ears. 

T h e  g r o u p  d i s c u s -
sion generated three specific 
goals to prevent domestic gun 
violence and domestic abuse 
perpetrated with f irearms. 

The first goal is to prevent 
stalkers and abusers from being 
able to purchase guns. Second, 
the group wished to expand 
background checks. Lastly, 
they wanted to get rid of loop-
holes in federal, state, and local 
laws regarding gun ownership. 

The group agreed that 
accomplishing the first goal is 
extremely important because 
people convicted of misdemeanor 
stalking aren’t prohibited from 
purchasing a gun. Technically 
only convicted domestic abusers 
and felony stalkers are prohib-
ited from purchasing firearms. 

This leaves a fairly large 
and suspect group of people with 
the opportunity to commit gun 
violence against women and chil-
dren. These people can still pass 
a background check and buy a 
gun through the “stalker gap.” 

Group members empha-
sized that getting rid of loopholes 
at the federal, state, and local 
levels is also extremely important. 

While, according to the 
law, convicted domestic abusers 
and felony stalkers are prohib-
ited from purchasing guns, they 
can legally still buy guns through 
the Internet and at gun shows. 

Allowing these people 
to possess guns puts everyone 
at  r isk,  especially vulner-
able women and children. 

Another loophole the 
group said needs to be addressed 
regards domestic violence and 
abuse with dating partners. 

Gun laws don’t restrict 
access to owning a gun for people 
who have committed violent 
acts against dating partners if 
the couple has never had a child, 
lived together, or been married. 

This is quite startling because 
half of all domestic violence homi-
cides are committed by current and 
former dating partners. “These 
kinds of common sense measures 
must be passed,” said Blumenthal. 

The group agreed that, in 

order to prevent future violence 
against women and children, these 
loopholes need to be addressed 
immediately. They said this has to 
be an ongoing issue; it can’t come 
up only  during elections, disappear 
during a break, have something 
big happen, then come up only 
again in the next round of voting. 

“Dangerous people who get 
their hands on guns are a threat 
to women, families, and our 
communities,” Ms. Giffords said. 

She said partisan gridlock 
is holding up action. “Leaders 
from across the country - Repub-
licans and Democrats – must come 
together and help make women 
safer from gun violence,” she said. 

Sen. Blumenthal acknowl-
edged this as well. “Congress 
has been complicit in the tens 
of thousands of deaths that have 
occurred since Newtown,” he said. 
“Congress’s failure to act is really 
unforgiveable,” he said, “because 
the message is simple enough.”

The discussion participants 
agreed that there’s an enormous 
gender gap on this issue that  needs 
to be closed. Women are far more 
in favor of gun control than men. 

“You cannot be against 
domestic violence and fail 
to take a stance against gun 
violence,” Sen. Blumenthal said. 

Ms. Giffords struck a similar 
chord. “We stand for responsibility 
above all else,” she said. “We need 
to find a better balance between 
protecting our communities and 
gun rights. It is time to act.”

After the discussion, Ms. 
Giffords, Sen. Blumenthal and 
Mr. and Mrs. Bisgaard visited the 
Symposium class taught by English 
teacher Ronald Monroe in S-006 
and briefly talked with students 
gathered around the Harkness table. 

“It was definitely great 
that she found time out of her 
day to make a great experi-
ence for everyone in the class,” 
said senior Jen Shook, a student 
in the class. “Everyone was 
really excited that she came 
and her message was great.”         

The impact of Ms. Giffords’ 
visit will continue, as KO hosts 
a focus group of students in 
coming months to discuss dating 
violence and healthy relationships. 

KanJam is certainly not 
the first game to take place on 
the Senior Green. “Over the 
years on the Green I have seen 
Bocci Ball, Croquet, and Ulti-
mate Frisbee take place,” said 
Assistant Head of School for 
Student Life Carolyn McKee.  

History teacher David Baker 
’04 remembers many games being 
played on the Green when he was 
a KO senior. “A lot of Ultimate 
Frisbee, Bocci Ball, and Hacky 
Sack was played,” said Mr. Baker. 

Ms. McKee also said that 
she has only two guidelines about 
the seniors playing KanJam on 
the Green. “Whatever game they 
have each year is fine, as long 
as they don’t destroy the Green 
or disrupt classes,” she said. 

Bryant said he likes KanJam 
because it is a great way for people 
to meet through a common ground. 

“[KanJam] is an icebreaker 
because you get to meet people 
through the game that you don’t see 
or talk to very often,” said Bryant.

He also said that the 
reason he put KanJam on the 
Green is because he and the 
other co-director of the Outdoor 
Games Club, senior Nick Bridges, 
wanted a have an fun game as a 
way of seniors to come together. 

Overall, Peyton said he 
has never seen any one of the 
KO students not like having 
KanJam on the Green. The 
only complaints come from the 
teachers near the Green who 
complain that Kanjam players 
are being too loud, Peyton said. 

Kennelly said she enjoys the 
game’s competiveness so much 
that she wants to have a tournament 
some time in the future. “I would 
like to see a tournament,” she said. 

“It’s a fun time. People 
like KanJammin’,” Bryant said.

KanJam rocks 
Senior Green
Continued from page 7.

Appellate court overturns verdict 
in search-and-seizure case heard at KO

Ruling on a case heard 
before KO students last May, a 
three-judge panel of the Connect-
icut Superior Court of Appeals 
has overturned the conviction of a 
man for possession of a controlled 
substance with intent to sell.

On Oct. 20, 2010, Kyle 
Peterson was arrested by New 
Britain police for having a white 
plastic bag containing marijuana in 
his vehicle, which was parked at the 
residence of a known drug dealer. 

During his first trial, Mr. 
Peterson claimed that this evidence 
should be suppressed because the 
police did not have the right to 

search his vehicle  because they did 
not have a reasonable and articu-
lable suspicion that he was engaged 
in or about to engage in criminal 
activity when he parked his car 
in the driveway of the residence.

Fol lowing his  arres t , 
Mr. Peterson pleaded “nolo 
contendere” and was setenced 
to three years imprisonment. 

He appealed his convic-
tion to the Superior Court, 
claiming that the police had no 
reason to suspect that the white 
plastic bag in his car contained 
marijuana or that he traveled to 
the house to deliver marijuana.

After hearing the arguments 
of Mr. Peterson’s lawyers at KO 

last May, the three judges deliber-
ated during the summer and ruled in 
late September that Mr. Peterson’s 
conviction should be overturned.

“We fail to perceive what 
specific and individualized factors, 
if any, led [the police] to conclude 
that the plastic bag in the defen-
dant’s vehicle contained mari-
juana,” two of the judges wrote in 
their majority opinion. “The inves-
tigatory intervention was not justi-
fied and, accordingly, any evidence 
seized following the unlawful 
detention must be suppressed 
pursuant to the exclusionary rule.” 

T h e  t h i r d  j u d g e  o n 
panel ,  however,  dissented 
from the  majority opinion. 

by Grant Carraway ’16
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Boys XC is 3rd in invitational; 
sets sights on New Englands

Continuing their strong 
start, the boys cross country 
team is working hard to main-
tain the pace they started with.

The team came in third out of 
14 teams in the Cheshire Academy 
Invitational on Saturday, Sept. 27. 

Because the team had the 
potential to win that tourney, 
this was disappointing, but the 
outcome was still very impressive. 

Four runners received 
medals and honors for being in 
the top 25 runners overall. Those 
runners were: junior Mick Hains 
(7th), freshman John Ezzo (9th), 
senior Jack Reich (22nd), and 
sophomore Owen Cotthaus (24th).  

“Everyone has stepped 
it up in the meets,” said senior 
Co-captain Nate Washburn, “It 
really seems that everyone on the 
team is giving their best shot.”

 The team is learning to 
set goals and go about achieving 
those goals, said Coach Goodman. 

Both Coach Goodman and 
senior Co-captain Jack Reich 
said they aspire to be within 
the top five teams at the New 
England Championship, the final 
and biggest race of the year. 

On Oct. 1 the team traveled 
to Williston Northampton to run 
against Westminster School and 
Williston Northampton School. 

They  bea t  Wes tmin -
ster in this meet. “Beating a 
Founders team showed how 
much we have improved from 
last year since we came in last 
at the Founders,” said Reich. 

The team has different 
people scoring each race, which 
shows how deep they are all 
around. “[We have a] very strong 
pack of people that all run around 
the same times,” said Reich.

After two strong races, the 

team defeated Pomfret at their first 
and only home meet on Hewett Day. 

Ezzo came in first overall, 
having a very strong run. “John 
Ezzo really stepped it up and won 
the entire meet with Jack Reich 
right behind him,” said Hains. 

Another strong runner who 
help with the success of this meet 
was Senior Max Obourn, who 
according to Washburn “slayed 
it in the Hewett day meet.” 

Each member on the 
team has a very important role. 
“Everyone tries their best to 
participate,” said Washburn. 

The team is very young 

with a lot of new runners, which 
is both a strength and weakness.  

“[It] sometimes make 
things diff icul t  a t  invi ta-
tionals but all we can do is 
keep improving,” said Reich. 

This past Saturday the boys 
traveled to Wilbraham and Monson 
Academy to run against both 
Wilbraham and Suffield Academy. 
Again, the team was victorious. 

“Even though many runners 
on our team were sick we were 
still able to win,” said Reich. 

Hains had a strong race 
and came in third. Right behind 
him Ezzo came in fourth for KO. 

Another standout runner 
who helped the team win was 
Cotthouse coming in right 
behind Ezzo in fifth place. 

“They have good leader-
ship and they get along with each 
other,” said Coach Goodman. 

He sa id  th is  leader-
ship and team-like attitude has 
worked for this team so far, and 
with only a couple more meets 
left they are looking forward to 
finishing off the season strong. 

With one invitational and 
two championship races left, the 
team must continue what they 
are doing to achieve their goal 

of being in the top five teams at 
the New England Championship.

This  tournament  wil l 
be held at Vermont Academy 
this year, and the boys will be 
running on Sunday, Nov. 9. 

The weekend before they will 
have run in the Founders League 
Championship, which is always a 
tough competition for KO running 
against much bigger schools. 

The team is looking to 
come back to the Founders 
League Championship from 
their loss last year and have 
a strong race from everyone.

 T h e  t e a m ’s  n e x t 
meet  i s  tomorrow a t  the 
Alan Shaler Invitational at 
Williston Northampton School.

by Kelly Maloney ‘16

The boys cross country team prepares for their Hewett Day meet at the 
Farmington Reservoir home course.  Photo by Claire Halloran ’15.

Lord, Burzymowska lead volleyball to .500 
with four straight wins; face Porter’s tomorrow

The girls volleyball team 
has been a force to be reckoned 
with as of late, winning their last 
four games in dominant fashion. 

In their last four matchups, 
the Wyverns have won 3-1, 3-1, 
3-0, and 3-1 against Williston 
Northampton School, Marianap-
olis Prep, Worcester Academy, 
and Chase Collegiate respectively. 

After losing five straight, 
the team has picked up their 
intensity and risen to a new 
l e v e l  o f  c o m p e t i v e n e s s .

“We are definitely in a 
good place right now,” said Head 
Coach Scott McDonald. “We 
started the season strong with a 
win against Hopkins, but faced 
some tougher competition right 
after that; all very good teams. 

“It just took us a little while 
to come into our own, which 
makes sense with the addition 
of new players, and the veteran 
players working to gel with them”

Part of the reason the now 
5-5 Wyverns were able to get 
back to their winning ways, Coach 
MdDonald said, is the fact that, 
even during their losing streak, 
they looked at the positives rather 
than dwelling on the negatives. 

Against both Suffield 
Academy and Pomfret School, 
KO lost 3-2 in close games that 
went down to the final points. 

In the Suffield game, KO 
got off to a strong start pulling 
out two sets to none. Unfortu-
nately, they couldn’t hold the 
lead and lost in the final set. 

“Suffield was a good example 
of us losing confidence mentally, 
while the other team picked it up,” 
said Coach McDonald. “In a close 
match, that can happen easily.”

In the next game against 
Pomfret, the reverse took place, 
with the Wyverns battl ing 
back from a two-set deficit to 
take the game to the final set. 

The final set was a back- 
and-forth battle that unfortunately 
ended in a Pomfret victory over the 
Wyverns. Despite the loss, Coach 
McDonald expressed optimism. 
“The game proved that we are at 
a point where we can compete 
with almost all the teams in our 
league,” he said. “I hope we can 
carry the momentum of the last 
three games to Chase Collegiate, 
which should be a good test for us”.

Chase Col legiate  did 
prove to be a good matchup, 
but the Wyverns showed that 
they were the superior team, 
taking their opponent down 3-1. 

Senior Co-captain Joanie 
Burzymowska said she was very 
excited about getting the win, 
and about the team’s focus and 
energy at the end of the night: 

“We started off the match 
kind of slow, probably from 

the long bus ride,” said Burzy-
mowska. “We ended up losing 
the first set, but the second set we 
picked up our energy and won. 

“The third set was really 
close, but we had some amazing 
plays by Melissa Lord, as 
always, and we won the set by 
two points. The fourth set was 
by far our best performance 
of the game, and we crushed 
them with really high energy.”

Senior Co-captain Melissa 
Lord is a vital part of the team 
and its success so far this year. 
She has improved from last 
year and become an offensive 
juggernaut the team can rely on. 

“Offensively Melissa has 
helped with her hitting,” said 
Coach McDonald. “She is our 
strongest hitter, and the ‘go-to 
player’ when she is in the front row.

Lord is a vital part of 
the team, but many players 
deserve their share of the credit 
for the recent success of the 
team, Coach McDonald said. 

In addition to Lord, Coach 
McDonald praised many of the 
girls on the team, “Joanie has 
been effective as middle hitter and 
blocker,” he said. “[Senior] Julia 
McGowan has been very solid 
as the right side player, [junior]
Morgan Risinger has really taken 
on the roll as our libero, and is one of 
best hitters, and she also has come 
along with her back row hitting. 

“[Freshman] Emma Smith is 
our best setter and has just gotten 
better every match. She is such 
a solid player, and she has one 
of the best serves on the team.”

Lord added her praises of 
the players. “Emma is improved so 
much from last year, and is truly 
a star on our team,” she said, and 
Morgan is a beast in the back.”  

Freshmen Skylar Barron 
and Haley Carangelo have 
also played big parts in the 

by Jack Beckerman ‘15

“Beating a 
Founders team 
showed how much 
we have improved 
from last year.”

– Jack Reich

“We can compete 
with almost all 
the teams in our 
league.”

– Head Coach 
Scott McDonald

team’s success, said Lord: 
“Skylar is a strong pres-

ence in the front row, and is a very 
strong hitter,” she said. “Haley is 
the classic example of how hard 
work throughout the season can 
improve your skills; it’s great to 
see how much she has improved.”

The s t rengths  of  the 
team during this latest win 
streak, and throughout the 
season has been serving and 

pass ing:  offens ive  sk i l l s . 
“We are capable of getting 

a lot of points off of serves,” said 
Coach McDonald. “Our passing 
has improved a lot this year, and 
has become one of our strong 
suits, which is immensely impor-
tant since passing is the founda-
tion of all our play on the court.”

One aspect of the game 
Coach McDonald sa id  he 
wants the team to continue to 
work on is their defensive play. 

More  speci f ica l ly  he 
wants them to be able to handle 
the offensive plays of strong 
teams and transition those plays 
into offensive plays for KO. 

Lord added that one goal she 
had for the team was to improve 
communication and consis-
tency when playing in matches.

The team has without a 
doubt picked up their play in their 
recent four-game win streak, but 
Coach McDonald wants the team 
to stay focused and continue the 
solid play for the rest of the season. 

“A general goal of mine 
for the team is to play as well as 
we are capable in every match,” 
he said. “We want to be mentally 
tough and confident. We are 
in a good place, but we obvi-
ously want to keep winning.”

The  Wyverns  face  a 
formidable Miss Porter’s team 
in a home game tomorrow 
at 2:30 p.m. in Hewett Gym.
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Players of the

Moment:
Senior Jack Reich and
Senior Julia McGowan

by Corinne Florian ‘15Senior cross country Co-captain Jack 
Reich. Photo by Claire Halloran ’15.

Varsity volleyball senior Julia McGowan. 
Photo by Claire Halloran ’15.

Jack Reich
Senior Co-captain Jack 

Reich began his cross country 
career as a freshman, but in these 
four years as a member of the 
team, he has shown great achieve-
ments, leadership and has made 
lasting bonds with his teammates.

“In middle school I played 
football and when I made the 
transition to a freshmen in the 
high school I wanted to get a 
new experience with a sport I had 
never tried before,” Reich said. 

Reich knew he wanted to 
try something new, but he didn’t 
realize how much he would end 
up loving the sport. Reich said 
that there is no better feeling 
than being able to improve your 
time, and knowing that when 
a race is finished, that you ran 
the best that you possibly could. 
“I enjoy competing in meets 
against other schools and coming 
out with a win,” Reich said.  

Head Coach Fritz Goodman 
has been more than impressed 
with Jack’s development as a 
runner from his freshman year 
to his senior year, “He studies 
the sport of running, so the more 
he knows about it the better and 
more efficiently he is able to 
train,” Coach Goodman said. 

A strength that Reich has 
is the ability to lead as a captain, 
“He is a good leader, he shows 
a passion for the sport, and he 
really likes the people on the 
team, you can tell he likes what 
he does and likes whom he does 
it with,” said Coach Goodman. 

Reich’s fastest racing time 

is 18:30 for 3.1 miles, which is 
a pace of 5:58 minutes per mile, 
which Coach Goodman said is 
a great accomplishment for any 
runner, and he is very impressed 
with Reich’s accomplishment. 

Two meets in which Reich 
excelled were the tri meet against 
Williston and Westminster on Oct. 
1, and the Hewett Day race against 
Pomfret on Oct. 11. “I thought 
Reich took his role as captain 
seriously and pushed himself in 
order for the team to have success 
together,” Coach Goodman said. 

At the Hewett Day race 
against Pomfret, Coach Goodman 
said Reich started off slow, then 
a mile into the race the team 
was losing and Jack surged 
into the lead pack and set an 
example for competitiveness. 
He took a risk by running with 
Pomfret’s top runners, which 
made others lead by his example. 

Coach Goodman and Reich 
are both very optimistic about 
the rest of the season, due to the 
successes they have achieved as 
a team, “We finished second at 
the Canterbury invitational and 
third at the Cheshire invitational, 
which has definitely exceeded 
our expectations for the season.”

“He is appropriately serious 
and he cares a lot about the sport,” 
said senior team member Cole 
Adams. The team looks up to Reich 
for leadership, which he always 
provides for the team through 
encouragement and taking risks.  
“We have a young team with a lot 
of room to grow, our ceiling for the 
team is very high and we have a 
lot of potential. I’m looking to lead 

our team to a successful end of the 
season, and show my leadership 
skills as a captain,” Reich said. 

Reich’s said his goal for the 
rest of the season is to break 18 
minute in a 3.1-mile race, and to 
have the team as a whole place 
in the top five at New England’s. 
Reich also plans on running in 
college, “I want to be able to 
compete while I still can,” he said. 

Julia 
McGowan
Senior Julia McGowan set 

up her volleyball career in eighth 
grade through a recreational 
league in Avon, to try something 
new, but ended up continuing in 
the sport for the next five years. 

McGowan said her favorite 
part of the sport is the focus it 
demands, “I like playing volley-
ball because it is a mental and 
physical game, while you do need 
to be in shape, you also need to be 
able to focus which is sometimes 
more difficult than the physical 
aspect of the game,” she said. 

Head Coach Scott McDonald 
and Assistant Coach Carolyn 
McKee have seen McGowan’s 
strengths in many aspects of the 
game. Coach McKee said that 
McGowan is a positive force that 
leads the entire team. “She rallies 
the team with her mental tough-
ness and good attitude,” she said. 

Coach McDonald said she 
is especially good at rallying 
the team together when they 
are playing a strong opponent. 

“What I love about her is 
that she will tell the team that they 

can do it, if we are having a rough 
patch she is the voice of positivity, 
which really helps our team to 
succeed,” Coach McDonald said. 

McGowan said she espe-
cially enjoys playing matches that 
are close competitions, “I like 
when we have good competition, it 
is fun when there are good volleys 
that last a long time, it is not only 
fun to play with long volleys, but 
also to watch them,” she said. 

What made McGowan stick 
with volleyball, she said, is her 
passion for the sport. “To me it 
is not just a sports requirement, 
but something that I really enjoy 
doing on a day to day basis.”

This year McGowan has 
taken on a new position different 
to that of last year of right side. 
“In learning a new position, 
she has established herself as 
an on- court presence, taking 
more of a leadership role on 
the court,” Coach McKee said. 

In this position, McGowan 
takes a new role of being the 
setter when the setter cannot 
get to the ball, which she has 
really excelled at in this season.  

Along with her leader-
ship, McGowan also has shown 
connections with everyone 
on the court as well as off the 
court.  “She has a great attitude 
toward the game,” senior team 
member Amanda Loughran said, 
“and she’s always relaxed but 
willing to try her hardest and 
she kicks the ball spectacularly.” 

Senior Co-captain Melissa 
Lord said that McGowan is 
a great leader and teammate 
and has great reflexes in the 

back row and is always reli-
able during tight matches. 

Senior teammate Mary 
Mort agreed. “Julia has improved 
a lot as a player especially in her 
consistency with serving,” she 
said. “She also brings a calm yet 
focused attitude to our games 
which is really key for our team.” 

In the match with Wilbraham 
and Monson on Sept. 20, McGowan 
played a phenomenal game, her 
coaches said. “In our second match 
of the season she stepped up as a 
leader on the floor, and had very 
strong serving and setting, and we 
thought that she was a very posi-
tive force,” said Coach McKee.

This year, Coach McKee 
said, McGowan has improved her 
setting due to her new position. 

Coach McDonald said that 
her serving has become much more 
consistent and strong “Her serves 
often challenge our opponents, 
usually the opposing team has a lot 
of trouble returning them,” he said. 

McGowan said her goals 
for the rest of the season revolve 
around consistency. “I am not 
really tall or a really strong hitter 
but I am really consistent with my 
serving, passing, and serving so 
I want to keep playing that way 
throughout the season,” she said.

McGowan’s leadership has 
propelled the team to a record of 
5-5. “Our record doesn’t show 
how well we have been doing, 
all of our games are very close,” 
said McGowan. “It’s good that 
we can play against teams like 
Pomfret who have a lot of experi-
ence and compete well with them, 
even if we don’t win in the end.” 

Youthful field hockey shows promise 
The youthful  vars i ty 

field hockey team continues to 
play hard despite a 2-8 record. 

The team chal lenged 
Choate but lost a hard-fought 
game 3-2. “We played an 
amazing game against Choate, 
we never gave up,” said Head 
Coach Nicole Blake. “This is a 
young team with a lot of heart.”

The team faced Westminster 
School, a strong team on Saturday, 
Oct. 19 and was defeated 7-0. 

Although the score was 
not very close, the game was 
strongly contested. “We played 
very well in the first half of the 
game and kept it close, since we 
were only down 2-0,” said junior 
Erin Persico. “By the second 

half, they had worn us down and 
dominated our defensive zone.”

J u n i o r  C o - c a p t a i n 
Nicole Demers said West-
minster was one of the best 
teams they would face all year. 

The team’s only two victo-
ries took place in the season 
opener against Miss Porter’s 
School in an overtime thriller and 
then in a 2-1 victory five games 
later against St. Luke’s School. 

In the four games between 
their only two wins, the team was 
shutout and conceded 16 goals.

The team’s difficulty with 
scoring did not stop after their 
second win over St. Luke’s, 
since they were shutout in 
the two following games and 
outscored by a total of seven goals. 

The team has scored only 

five goals in 10 games and has 
been outscored by a total of 
29 goals. The team has been 
shutout seven out of 10 games.

This season’s difficul-
ties can be explained by a large 
amount of talent and experi-
ence lost from last season. 

“After losing 10 seniors. we 
didn’t have extremely high expec-
tations,” said Demers, “but I think 
we've been playing much better 
than people would have expected 
and our record doesn't show how 
well we've played in some games.”

Although some teams 
experiencing such tough results 
would lose focus, Demers said 
the team continues “working 
hard on the field and fighting 
until the end regardless of the 
opponent or game situation.” 

Although the team plays hard, 
Demers said the team’s greatest 
weakness has been ball possession.

Despite some difficult 
results, the team is showing a lot of 
promise and wants to continue their 
growth. “It's a great group of girls, 
so we're really looking forward to 
keep the momentum going and 
keep improving,” said Demers.

One  p layer  who has 
improved a  lo t  f rom the 
beginning of the season is 
freshman Dakota McMahon. 

“Dakota is new to field 
hockey this year,” said Persico, 
“She’s gotten a lot of playing 
time and has a lot of skill after 
only playing a couple of months.”

Many players have stood 
out this year, but there were a few 
who really stood out. “Ali Klute 

has been tremendous on defense 
along with Bonnie Steinberg,” 
said Demers, “also, Abby McGuire 
has done really well on offense.”

One of the biggest prob-
lems for the field hockey team is 
a lessening of interest in the sport. 

“There is not as much 
interest as there has been in 
the past. We hope to stimu-
late interest in the sport with 
clinics involving West Hartford 
youth and the Middle School,” 
said freshman Meredith Ferris.

The point of these camps 
is to garner more interest in the 
sport, she said. The way the 
camps work are that West Hart-
ford youth teams come and play 
with the KO field hockey team.

by Gabe Wolman ‘16
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Boys soccer rises to challenges
by Jack Beckerman ’15

The boys varsity soccer 
team has shown great vigor and 
perseverance in their last two 
performances against Chase Colle-
giate and Worcester Academy. 

The now 2-8-3 team has 
struggled thus far in the season with 
keeping their lead and competing 
until the final whistle, which was 
evident in their recent game against 
Gunnery on Wednesday, Oct. 15. 

The Wyverns took a quick 
2-0 lead within the first 11 
minutes of the game, but were 
not able to score again for the 
duration of the game. Gunnery 
was able to crawl back for a 2-2 
tie at the end of regulation time. 

This was the third tie 
for the team,  and Head Coach 
Peter Jones said it was the most 
exasperating one of the season. 

“The Gunnery game was 
the most frustrating because we 
scored two early goals, and had 
many opportunities to put the 
game away,” he said. “I don’t 
believe [Gunnery] would have 
been able to come back from 
three-goal deficit. It was frus-
trating that we couldn’t get one 
more goal in the final 79 minutes.”

Despite the patience of 
the team being tested through 
games such as against Gunnery, 
the  boys  have picked up 
the intensity and quality of 

play in the past two games. 
On Friday, Oct. 17, the 

Wyverns played Chase Colle-
giate on the turf and demon-
strated their great skill and poten-
tial, crushing them 5-0. Junior 
Co-captain Jack Wolf scored two 
goals, freshman Mitch Nenninger, 
freshman Ryan Goss, and senior 
Co-captain Dan Melody all put 
one away, and sophomore Trevor 
Krupp got the shutout in goal. 

On Saturday, Oct. 18, the 
Wyverns played a very tough 
10-1-2 opponent in Worcester 
Academy, away on the opponent’s 
home turf. The boys battled hard, 
but fell just short of the upset 4-3. 
Melody, Wolf, and junior Austin 

Briggs contributed with goals. 
“It was a very competitive 

game,” said Melody. “We played 
hard against a team the had beat 
teams handily that we had lost to 
earlier in the season. We have seen a 
good reaction in the past two games 
after letting the Gunnery game slip 
away from us on Wednesday.”

The KO squad is almost 
always the youngest team on the 
field, having only three seniors 
on the roster, and starting three 
freshman. “Anthony Melody, 
Mitch Nenninger, and Ryan 
Goss all are freshman that get a 
lot of playing time,” said Coach 
Jones, “and simply by playing 
those three players a lot we are 

younger than every other team.”
On top of the young talent 

on the team, veteran players like 
Melody and Wolf have been 
regulars in the stat columns. 

“We’ve gotten a lot out 
of Jack and Dan on and off the 
field,” said Assistant Coach 
Travis Rains. “They have scored 
the majority of goals, Dan from 
a defensive position, and have 
done their best to keep the team 
together in times of frustration.” 

Coach Jones added that 
Melody has consistently been 
the best player on the field. “He 
has been steady, he has scored a 
number of goals, and he leads by 
setting a quiet example,” he said.

Both Coach Rains and 
Wolf agreed that freshman 
Anthony Melody has been very 
helpful in the forward position 
and has been working really hard 
every time he steps on the field. 

Coach Rains said Krupp has 
been a mainstay in goal.  “We’ve 
gotten a lot of help from our 
goalie, Trevor,” he said. “He has 
kept us in games, and his posi-
tion is especially tough with the 
shoes he has to fill from losing 
Reid [Collins] to graduation.” 

Wolf added that fellow 
junior Eoghan Coyle has improved 
immensely and has worked hard 
through the tough matchup he faces. 

“On defense,  Eoghan 
is always having to mark the 

opponent’s best player,” he 
said. “He always has his hands 
full, but he accepts the chal-
lenge and plays very well.”

Coach Jones said that the 
team has valiantly responded 
to several challenges. “We are 
working hard to deal with some 
issues of health, youth, and a 
very rigorous schedule,” he said. 

During the Pomfret game 
on Hewett Day, both Anthony 
Melody and sophomore Jack 
Barry went down with concus-
sions. Coach Jones said it was 
tough to lose those guys and said 
he was hopeful that they might 
return for the end of the season. 

But he added that he 
wouldn’t push them to go in before 
they are ready. “The health of 
these two as players and students 
is just too important,”he said.

The team is trying to 
improve their preparation and 
focus for the games, as well as play 
with a desire to win in those games 
that come down to the last minutes. 

The Wyverns may not be 
able make the playoffs, but Coach 
Jones said he has another goal 
for his team. “After Worcester 
Academ,y we will have five games 
left,” Coach Jones said. “Our goal 
should be to compete to our best 
ability in each one, and prove to 
ourselves what we are capable of.”

The team plays AOF at 
home at 2:30 p.m. tomorrow. 

Freshman Mitch Nenninger defends against a Chase Collegiate opponent.  
Photo by Lydia Bailey ’15

Sophomore Tran leads girls cross country
 The girls cross country team 

is looking to improve their record 
as they turn the corner to the final 
stretch of their 2014 campaign. 

The girls have proven their 
resilience already this season, 
having placed second in the 
smaller school division at the 
Canterbury School Invitational, 
and third out of 14 teams in the 
Cheshire Academy Invitational.

Even before the official start 
of the season, the girls had faced 
adversity. The departure of former 
coach and teacher Jeff Perlis had 
decreased the morale of the team, 
but team members say the new 
coaches, Tricia Watson and Scott 
Roditlitz have energized the team.  

Although Coach Watson 
is technically the head coach, 
the have decided to approach 
the season as co-coaches.   

“I think the entire team’s 
main concern was just making sure 
that we would be able to adjust with 
the new coaches,” said veteran 
junior Kaleigh Sanders,  “but we 
were all pleasantly surprised at 
how great and helpful they were.” 

Junior runner Lexi Delucia 
agreed. “They have been doing 
a great job this year helping us 
not only be physically strong, 
but mentally strong,” she said. 

In order to keep their 
bodies  in  the  bes t  shape 
possible, the team changes 
their workout on a daily basis. 

On some days, the team 

will work on building endurance 
with longer runs at the reservoir 
in West Hartford, where they have 
their meets. On other days in the 
week, the team goes to the rose 
garden in Elizabeth Park to build 
their speed in a different setting.

Distance and speed have 
been a highlight in the girls’ prac-
tices this year. “This year we have 
used practices to increase mileage, 
create a true team spirit, and to 
make a strong connection between 
hard work during speed workouts 
and results in races,” Coach Watson 
said. Individually, each team 
member has met with Scott and me 
to create personal and team goals.

“I am excited to report many 
achievements as a result of these 
set goals. Team members have 
set personal records, become 
front runners during meets, 
attended practices with a deter-
mined and positive attitude, and 

our team spirit is outstanding.”
Having only 12 players on 

the team has proved to be a signif-
icant challenge for girls cross 
country this year. Having a limited 
amount of runners demands 
that younger players take on a 
more prominent role in the team. 

So far this year, sophomore 
Emily Tran has by far been the MVP 
of the season. Having lost their 
No. 1 runner, injured sophomore 
Chloe Ezzo, the team has looked 
for someone to take the reins. 

“Emily Tran has stepped into 
her new role as our top runner and 
has been mixing it up well with 
some of the best runners from other 
schools,” said Coach Rodilitz. 

Sanders agreed. “Emily 
really took initiative and works 
really hard,” she said. “She is 
our fastest runner this season and 
we can always depend on her 
for helping pace the rest of us 

as well as motivate us to always 
run the best race possible.”

The team has also seen 
great improvement and lead-
ership from juniors Katherine 
Adams, Mackenzie McDonald and 
junior Co-captain Lauren Barnes.  

“Emily Tran has proven to 
be our top runner with finishes 
within the top 10 in many races,” 
Coach Watson said. “Lauren 
Barnes is our team captain 
and has done a tremendous 
job shaping the way we train 
together and support one another. 

On Saturday, October 
11, the girls traveled to The 
Williston Northampton School 
to compete in a three-team match 
with Westminster and Williston.  

Williston’s 3.1-mile course 
was wet, but still felt fast. In 
a field of 51 girls, Tran placed 
ninth with a time of 21:56, 
the best time for KO. She was 
followed by McDonald who 
placed 12th with a time of 23:22.

Sanders says she is working 
to make sure that she is always 
putting her best foot forward in 
the races, and continue to keep 
dropping her personal record as 
the season is coming to an end.  

The girls hoped to continue 
their streak of progress as they 
took on Wilbraham and Monson 
and Suffield on Saturday, Oct. 
18. Competing against two 
very strong opponents, the girls 
weren’t able to place in the top 
two, despite having a strong race. 

“Everyone put in really 

great efforts on Saturday,” said 
Barnes. “I am so glad to see 
how hard everyone competed 
and I am excited that everyone 
is making an effort to get better.”

As the season moves along 
and New Englands get closer 
and closer, Coach Rodilitz said it 
becomes more and more impor-
tant that the squad takes a leader-
ship role and pushes each other 
to get better and better every day. 

“I want each runner to set 
a personal best in one of the last 
three meets of the season, and, 
so far, I would say they are all 
on track for big breakthroughs,” 
he said. “Competitively, we have 
seen steady progress from each of 
our runners in each meet so far. 

“Since we have such a young 
team (no seniors on the roaster this 
year), our goal as a team is to keep 
improving all the way through the 
end of the year, and then build on 
that success next year. We want 
to stay healthy, find success, and 
reach new levels of performance.”

Like Coach Rodil i tz , 
Coach Watson said she is looking 
forward to late-season success. 

“With a month left in the 
season,” she said, “we are trying 
to stay healthy and prep for 
the Founders Invitational and 
New England Championships.” 

Founders will take place at 
Westminister School in Simsbury 
on Saturday, Nov. 1, and the New 
England Championshps will take 
place on Sunday, Nov. 9 at Vermont 
Academy in Saxton River’s, Vt.

Juniors Kathryn Adams and Kaleigh Sanders race stride for stride in a meet 
at the Reservoir on Hewett Day. Photo by Lexi Banasiewicz ’16.

by J’Ron Barrett ’15
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Wyvern Sports:

An Autumn
Portfolio

Sophomore  Emily Tran finishes first in a girls varsity cross country race at the Farm-
ington Reservoir. Photo by Lexi Banasiewicz ‘16.

Junior Brad Bowers powers past an opponent in a boys varsity soccer game. 
Photo by Lydia Bailey ‘15.

Senior Payton Krupp tackles an opponent in a varsity football game on home turf. Photo by Claire Halloran 
‘15.

Senior Varsity Volleyball Co-captain Joanie Burzymowska lofts a ball over an opponent’s attempted block. Photo by 
Lexi Banasiewicz ‘16. 

Freshman forward Emma Ouellette  goes on the attack during a varsity girls 
soccer game. Photo by Claire Halloran ‘15. 
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The girls varsity soccer 
team has enjoyed a successful 
first half of their 2014 season. 
They currently sport a 5-4 record, 
putting them just above .500. 

Most recently the team lost 
a hard-fought game with a score of 
2-1 to a skilled Westminster team 
on Saturday, Oct. 18.  Junior Emily 
Kirton scored KO’s the one goal. 

“Usually Westminster is 
a tough competition,” junior 
defender Kelly Maloney said.  
“We held our own but we weren’t 
able to pull through in the end.”

This game was preceded 
by back-to-back losses against 
Pomfret and Choate on Saturday, 
Oct. 11 and Wednesday, Oct. 15. 

“We played well as a team, 
but we allowed some bad goals 
which we were unable to come back 
from,” senior Co-Captain Olivia 
Whirty said about these games.  

Before their recent stretch 
of games, the team was on 
a five-game winning streak, 
which included a 2-1 win 
over Williston Northampton. 

“We are a very talented 
team and we played very well 

Girls soccer notches 5-4 record, 
sets sights on New Englands

during our win streak,” senior 
Co-Captain Kennelly Allerton said.

The team hopes to get 
back to winning form in their 
next games. “Even though our 
last three games have been 
losses, we still come away with 
a positive attitude,” said Whirty. 

Head Coach Tracy Deeter 
said that the team’s goal for the 
season is to make the New England 
playoffs. To be tournament eligible, 
a team must have a .500 record and 

then be selected by committee. 
“We want to have as good 

a record as possible heading into 
that point,” Coach Deeter said.

The team has not made the 
tournament in two years, but Coach 
Deeter said this team has the poten-
tial to do so due to the amount 
of talent on their current squad. 

Junior mid fielder Marissa 
Aniolowski  is  one of  the 
stand out players for the team. 

“Marissa has really stepped 

up in the mid field,” said Coach 
Deeter. “She has been very 
crucial in our offensive plays.” 

Another player who has 
excelled on the team is sophomore 
goalie Meghan Dalton. “Meghan 
has saved us many times and 
came back from her injury quickly 
and ready to take on our biggest 
competitors,” Allerton said.

Freshman Julia Lanteri has 
also been an instrumental part in the 
team’s early season achievements. 

“She has been a solid right defen-
sive player for us,” said Whirty. 

The team has also has had 
a stand out improvement from 
their back line as a whole. The 
team switched to flat back-four 
formation at the beginning of this 
season to strengthen the defense. 

“Since the beginning of 
the season,” Coach Deeter said, 
“our defensive line, which is 
fairly young with two freshmen, 
one sophomore, and one junior, 
have gotten a lot stronger and 
have become more confident 
because they adjusted so well to 
the new flat back-four formation.” 

Coach Deeter said that 
junior Kelly Maloney, a veteran 
of the back line, has been a 
defensive mainstay. “She has 
stood out all year long and 
has been extremely constis-
tent,” said Coach Deeter said. 

Since the team is so young, 
they have a great deal of potential 
in the next few years. “Freshman 
Abby Eberle, who starts on 
the back line, is becoming a 
solid defender,” Whirty said.

The team looks to bounce 
back from their recent losses and 
return to their winning ways with 

by Dan Miller ’15

Football tackles early competition
The football team is off 

to a great start to their season 
and have notched a 4-1 record. 
With another winning season in 
sight, the Wyverns are hungry 
to win the championship. 

KO has achieved a remark-
able first half to their season. They 
struggled against King Low school, 
but didn’t go down without a fight. 
It was anybody’s game until the 
final seconds, but King ultimately 
came out with a 42-35 victory. 

The loss was a reality check 
for the Wyverns, so they were 
hungry for the win on KO’s Hewett 
Day. A win they got, as KO crushed 
their rival St. Luke’s 48-26. 

“In our game against St. 
Lukes, we learned from our 
mistakes that we made against 
King Low,” said junior Co-captain 
Koby Quansah. “Our line did a 
better job blocking on offense 
and defense. On offense, for me, 
there were many holes every-
where I could hit and that is 
why I had a good running game. 

“On defense, we got a lot 
of pressure on the quarterback 
in the backfield. A lot of the 
guys did their job this time, but 
nothing is ever complete. We 
still have much to improve on.”

 Senior Co-captain Sharrieff 
Grice said he was pleased with the 
St. Luke’s game as well. “The team 
played very well overall. We did a 
good job at controlling the ball and 
ultimately shortening the game. 

“Defensively, we have 

to work harder on stopping the 
running. Overall, it was a great 
win on Hewett Day. [We] couldn’t 
have asked for anything else.”

Head Coach Jason Martinez 
also applauded the team for all 
the hard work that went into 
earning the win on Hewett Day. 

“I just think that the 
energy level was really high,” 
he said. “The seniors recog-
nized that it was going to be their 
last Hewett Day and wanted to 
give everything they had to it.”  

A week later, on Saturday, 
Oct. 18, KO played on the road 
at Hopkins and achieved a 
sweeping victory of 35-14. The 
KO jv team replaced the varsity 
starters in the fourth quarter.  

“Our varsity team did 
shut them out,” Grice said. 

Prior to that game, Defen-
sive Coordinator Will Gilyard 
said the team needed to stay sharp. 

“One of our biggest chal-
lenges is that we come out and 
are ready to play football from 
the beginning,” he said. “I think 
that Hopkins does a good job 
with going in motion. We need 
to stay disciplined in what we 
do. We need to make sure we are 
all doing our own job, and not 
somebody else’s job on the field.”

J u n i o r  q u a r t e r b a c k 
Jacob Hallenbeck said the 
Wyverns caught fire in the 
second half against Hopkins. 

“It was a great win beating 

Hopkins on their homecoming 
on their new field, and it was 
good to get Coach Kocay’s first 
win at Hopkins in 17 years. We 
started out really flat, and, after 
half time, we came out firing and 
just ran away with it from there. 
Hallenbeck was 14 for 21 with 
241 yards and four touchdowns. 

Hopkins is one of KO’s 
biggest rivals. “I thought it was 
a great win,” Hallenbeck said. 
“Obviously Hopkins is a rival of 
KO, so anytime we win, it is a 
great feeling. I think we started out 
a little bit slow, but we picked it 
up and got into our rhythm. I think 
it was a great time win overall.” 

Coach  Mar t i nez  ha s 
emphasized that one of the 

by Noa Silverstein ’15

Junior Marissa Aniolowski aggressively dribbles past a Pomfret opponent on Oct. 11. Photo by Clare Halloran ’15.

keys to success is becoming 
a cohesive unit and a family. 

“The general feel for our 
team is that we can be good,” he 
said. “We realize that no one is 
going to hand us anything and 
we are very comfortable going 
out and earning our respect.  For 
years we have been viewed as 
a bottom feeder. Not anymore. 
People know who we are now.  

“I attribute that to the 
administration, students and 
faculty at KO. We all support one 
another.  The school as whole is 
one big giant family, and I love 
everything about that aspect.” 

He said the fans have been 
a big factor in the team’s success. 
“We love the fans!” he said. “The 
fans are an extension of our foot-
ball family. We love the support 
more than anything. We don’t do 
this just for ourselves, we do this 

Junior Koby Quansah runs with great speed through the Hopkins defense on Oct. 18. Photo by Claire Halloran ’15

“People know 
who we are now.”
– Coach Martinez

for the whole Wyvern community.” 
After a bye-week tomorrow, 

KO has two more games left in 
the regular season. The Wyverns 
hope to bring home another title 
and advance to the bowl game. 

Their last home game is on 
Saturday, Nov. 1, against Proctor 
Academy, and KO’s final regular 
season game is at Rye Country Day. 


