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Mock election, real results: Upper 
School students favor Clinton 
by Adam Ovian ’18

Election Day came early this 
year at KO: last week, the Upper 
School participated in a nation-
wide mock election. For some, the 
presidential campaign is coming to 
a fast-paced end, and, for others, 
the next 12 days – or the past year 
for that matter – have, and will pass 
incredibly slowly. However, for 
Kingswood Oxford students, our 
votes have already been counted.

In our school’s results, the 
Democratic nominee, Hillary 
Clinton, beat out her adversary 
Donald Trump with a majority 
vote. More than doubling the total 
votes of the Republican nominee, 
Sec. Clinton captured 61.3 percent 
of the KO votes compared to Mr. 
Trump’s 27.1 percent. The results 
also showed some support for 
the third-party candidates, Liber-
tarian Gary Johnson and Green 
Party candidate Jill Stein. Each of 
these two candidates took shares 
of the election in the single digits.

Through the VOTES (Voting 

Opportunities for Teenagers in 
Every State) program, KO was 
selected as one of 100 high schools 
in the country to vote in a nation-
wide mock election. The votes 
from each school, one public and 
one private from each state, will 
be compiled and released two 
days before the national election 

The results will be announced 
on a state-by-state basis, simu-
lating the electoral college system 
used in the presidential election. 

The poll also included ques-
tions on seven issues. On many 
topics, such as gun accesibility, 
fracking, and immigration, KO 
students  heavily favored a Demo-
cratic viewpoint, but, on other areas 
of voter interest, they were more 
evenly split. When asked whether 
or not in-state public college 
tuition should be waived for fami-
lies with incomes under $125,000, 
56.6 percent of students voted yes, 
while 43.4 percent voted no. When 

questioned about an increase in 
taxes on wealthy Americans and 
large corporations, 56.1 percent of 
students said they would support 
these changes, while 43.9 percent  
said they would oppose them. 

VOTES was founded in 
1988 by Jim Shea, a history and 
social sciences teacher at North-
field Mount Hermon School in 
Massachusetts. Since VOTES 
began, it has accurately predicted 
the winner of six out of the last 

seven presidential elections; (it 
erroneously picked John Kerry 
over George W. Bush in 2004). 
Major national media outlets will 
report these results when they 
are announced on Sun., Nov. 6, 
and the outcome may impact 
voters’ perceptions and choices.

The goal of VOTES is to 
provide a voice to over 50,000 
teens across the country.  VOTES 
is considered a bellwether of the 
actual election, so the results event 
is covered by major news networks. 

VOTES a lso  encour-
ages various clubs, invites 
political speakers, and hosts 
debates and rallies, and this 
year, some students have joined 
campaigns in Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire by going 
door to door for their candidates.

Mr. Shea said that the 
VOTES program originated from 
exasperation. “It was spring of 
1988, and I was trying to teach 
my American history class about 

A poll of KO Upper School students showed they prefer Hillary Clinton to Donald Trump by a margin of more than 2-1. 

Continued on page 7.

Students ‘tailor’ the new dress code
by Benjamin Small ’19

On Tuesday, Oct. 4, Dean of 
Students William Gilyard changed  
the recently remodeled dress 
code to keep in touch with KO’s 
sense of respect and community.

The alterations stipulate 
that no undergarments can be 
shown and that anyone wearing 
spaghetti-strap or off-the-shoulder 
clothing must wear a cardigan or 
sweater over it, Mr. Gilyard said.

“[The changes] were made 
because in practice our faculty 
members and staff felt that it is 
inappropriate to see undergarments 
at school,” Mr. Gilyard said. “There 
are also some dresses and shirts 
that are perfectly appropriate for 

many venues, but not for school.”
Dressing appropriately 

exhibits a sign of respect to 
teachers and to the school as 
a whole, Mr. Gilyard said.

In a survey of 71 KO 
students, 42 (59 percent) agreed 
with Mr. Gilyard, saying they 
had a positive impression of the 
current dress code; 21 students 
(30 percent) disagreed, saying 
they had a negative impres-
sion; while the remaining 
eight students (11 percent) 
said they had mixed feelings.

“I have a positive impression 
of the dress code because I believe 
it is well balanced and fair enough 
so that no one feels that they have 
to do more than another person,” 

freshman Wesley Pierce said.
In the survey, the issue of 

dress-code fairness was quite 
contentious among students.  Of 
the students polled, 63 percent 
said they believed the dress 
code is fair; 28 percent said 
they believed it is unfair; and 
8 percent said they thought the 
dress code was relatively fair.

“It isn’t fair and puts 
harder rules on girls and doesn’t 
truly affect boys,” said junior 
Haley Gervino. “The dress 
code now has gotten harder 
for girls and easier for boys.”

Some students agreed 
with Haley, saying that the dress 
code is more difficult for girls to 
adhere to. “I don’t like that most 

dress code violations for girls are 
because the outfit is considered 
inappropriate,” senior Emma 
Fisher said. “I feel that the dress 
code is too focused on reminding 
girls to cover up and reinforces 
the objectification of women.”

But the majority of students 
disagreed, stating that the dress code 
is progressing towards equality. 

“[The dress code] makes 
the school look nice, is fairly 
easy and comfortable, and allows 
enough freedom for people to 
express themselves through their 
clothes while looking nice,”  
junior Caroline Doyle said.

Mr. Gilyard agreed.  “You 
never know who is walking on 
campus,” he said, “so that first 

impression is really important 
and communicates the things 
that you may not get a chance 
to communicate verbally.” 

Most students said they 
thought Mr. Gilyard’s changes 
are a good idea.  “I think that this 
is a perfectly fair rule, as we are 
a private school, and students 
should look professional,” 
senior Poppy Sheehan said.

Others  sa id  tha t  the 
requirement to wear a sweater 
or cardigan with spaghetti-strap 
or off-the-shoulder clothing is 
unreasonable. “I believe not 
all spaghetti strap or off-the-
shoulder clothing is revealing,” 

Continued on page 7.
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KO students excel on 2015 PSAT

by Alec Rossi ’17

Two years ago, Director of Summer 
Programs Sheri Shea received a letter 
from the Hartford Foundation for Public 
Giving, which offered a doorway to a 
myriad of opportunities for underprivi-
leged children. An anonymous donor 
wanted to give $15,000 in camperships – 
scholarships for students to attend camps.

“The goal was to bring 20 to 25 kids,” 
Ms. Shea said.  She decided to reach out to 
MC Fox, Covenant Prep, Grace Academy 
and The Breakthrough Magnet School.  “I 
felt comfortable with these schools,” she 
said. In the inaugural year of the dona-
tion – the summer of 2015 – each of these 
schools received five scholarships for the 
most deserving and passionate students.

The ultimate purpose of the donation 
was to allow lower-income children from 
Hartford the opportunity to participate 
in a camp like Camp KO, said Ms. Shea.

“There were some logistical difficul-
ties: How would they get to camp each day? 
Would they be able to bring a lunch?” Ms. 
Shea said. She said her main goal was to 
make sure that the kids felt that they were 
not at all different from any other camper. 

After the first year of the scholar-
ship, the anonymous donor came back, 
wanting to increase the fund to $30,000 
and bring in 50 students. “I was thrilled,” 
said Ms. Shea, “but at the same time: 
nervous. Can we handle that many kids?”  

In addition to the four aforementioned 
schools, Ms. Shea met with the Jumoke 
Academies. Each of the five schools was 
now given 10 scholarships. “Again, it 
was successful,” Ms. Shea said. “But we 
didn’t fill all the spots. I think in our little 
bubble here, we take it for granted that we 
live in a stable home, we have a parent or 
guardian that is really caring for us. So it’s 
easy for our regular camper to get here 
every day. These children are coming from 
different situations: some are transient, 
some live part-time with one guardian, 

part-time with another. Sometimes, atten-
dance wasn’t as great as it could be.”

Ms. Shea said that the scholarships 
have become an integral component of Camp 
KO.  “To have these kids, a couple of times, 
come up to me, [and] say, ‘Mrs. Shea, I 
really love this school, what would it take for 
me to come to this school?’ I had talks with 
them about the types of hard-work that they 
would have to put in, academically, at their 
school.  They’re looking at me with big eyes, 
saying, ‘I think I can do that.’ So, even if they 
never show up here, I think this camp has 
inspired them to challenge themselves. By 
the end, they feel comfortable enough to try 
things they had never tried, so that’s a win.”

This year, the anonymous donor has 
returned, allowing for even more scholar-
ships for the summer of 2017. “The donor 
wants me to bring 55 Hartford kids and have 
20 West Hartford kids. I don’t know who 
[the donor] is; they must have a love of KO 
and of kids, deserving kids,” Ms. Shea said.

 I think [Camp KO] 
has inspired [scholar-
ship students] to chal-
lenge themselves.

– Sheri Shea

Unfortunately, at some point, Camp 
KO will reach its limit. “It could be that this 
year, that’s probably the most I could take,” 
said Ms. Shea. “Transportation is a factor, 
and also what makes our camp special is that 
most of our programs have a small number. 
For creative writing, we take 12 kids.  If I have 
too many kids on scholarship, that takes over 
spots from other kids in the area,” she said.

Ms. Shea said she wanted to 
express her gratitude to the anonymous 
donor. “If the donor is out there and 
reads this, thank you so much,” she said.

Students attend Camp 
KO on scholarship
by Benjamin Small ’19

On Thursday, Sept. 22, KO Upper 
School students paid $3 for a dress-down 
day to support refugees from an earth-
quake last year in Ecuador. Upper School 
English Department Chair Meg Kasprak 
organized the dress down-day and said 
she was very pleased with the outcome.

The dress down day raised $927, 
which is almost enough money to build two 
houses for families in Ecuador. Mrs. Kasprak 
said this is the best outcome there has been 
in a fundraising dress down-day in a while. 

This success could have been due to 
the fact that it was the first dress down-day of 
the year or because Mrs. Kasprak and other 
teachers made sure that all students who 
participated turned in their money. Either 
way, the day was extremely successful.

Mrs. Kasprak said she has been 
in touch with her former student Nancy 
Miorelli ’07 who lives in Ecuador and has 
interacted with the earthquake victims.

In her Youtube video “Raise the Roof 
Mamey,” Ms. Miorelli talked about how 
she wanted to do something to help the 
victims, so she and her best friend, along 
with two other Ecuadorians, formed a plan 
to build strong houses. These houses are  

KO helps alumna build 
housing in Ecuador
by Eliza Charette ’18 made from bamboo with a water collec-

tion system and plastic roof to reflect light. 
Each house costs about $550 to build.

“I think the cause is awesome, and I 
was so happy to have a dress-down day and 
be able to support people to have new homes 
after something so devastating,” junior Julia 
Lantieri said. Many students agreed, saying 
they are always happy to have a dress-down 
day, especially when it supports a great cause. 

Ms. Miorelli’s video also shows 
the finished houses and how they influ-
ence the lives of many in Ecuador. In 
just one day, the KO Upper School 
was able to fund almost two houses.

“When Nancy asked me if I wanted to 
do this dress-down day, I knew I wanted to, 
but it was too crazy to do it last spring,” said 
Mrs. Kasprak. “Towards the end of August 
[Dean of Students Will] Gilyard and I 
already were planning on getting it together.”

One of KO’s values is “caring 
beyond self” and this is a perfect example 
of the community coming together 
and making a difference in the world. 

Senior Tara Kilkenny said she was glad 
to help out such a worthy cause. “I was more 
than happy to contribute to the earthquake 
relief,” she said. “If everyone were to donate, 
KO could really make a global impact.”

Shelters like these were destroyed after the earthquake in Ecuador. Photo courtesy of Ms. Miorelli.

Seniors James Witt, Noah Stanton, Tara Kilkenny, Grace Amell and Ryan Albanesi were named 
commended students by National Merit Scholarship Corporation. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17

After taking the PSAT in October of 
2015, nine seniors were recognized by The 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation for 
their outstanding performance as juniors.

Five students were named Commended 
Students in the 2017 National Merit Program. 
Seniors Ryan Albanesi, Tara Kilkenny, 
Grace Amell, Noah Stanton and James Witt 
were all recognized for their scores on the 
exam. In order to be named Commended 
Students, these seniors had to score within 
the top 5 percent of the more than 1.6 
million juniors who took the PSAT last fall.

In the past KO has consistently 
had  several National Merit Commended 
Scholars each year. Last year three students 
were named Commended students while in 
the 2013-2014 and 2014-2015 school years, 
nine students were named. Associate Head 
of School Natalie Demers said KO typically 
has a similar sized group of commended 
students. “We do tend to have decent sized 
groups of commended students,” she said.

Senior Tara Kilkenny said that 
she was happy to be named a National 
Merit Commended student. “Taking 
the PSAT afforded me the opportunity 
to practice for the SAT and be recog-
nized for my hard work,” she said.

Seniors Jack Antico and Cassandra 
T-Pederson were recognized by the National 
Hispanic Recognition Program as 2016-2017 
National Hispanic Scholars. In order to be 
named a scholar, Jack and Cassandra had to 
score amongst the top 5,000 of the 250,000 
Hispanic/Latino juniors to take the PSAT in 
2015. Jack and Cassandra each scored within 
the top 2.5 percent of test takers in the region. 
Both also had to submit an application and 
meet a GPA requirement to earn recognition.

Cassandra said that she was initially 
unaware of the Hispanic Recognition 
Program. “I was surprised when I got the 
award, because I had no idea this award 
was offered by College Board. I only 
knew about the National Merit,” she said.

Seniors Carolyn McCusker and 
Alec Rossi were named National Merit 
Semifinalist earlier in September. To be 
named National Merit Semifinalists Alec 
and Carolyn had to score within the top 
1 percent of all juniors who took the test.

Mrs. Demers said that many 
aspects of Kingswood Oxford contribute 
to student’s success on the PSAT. “KO 
attracts students that like to learn, that are 
passionate and inquisitive, and that natu-
rally prepares them that,” said Mrs. Demers.

Cassandra said she agreed with Mrs. 
Demers. “I think that KO has nurtured my 

academic ability over the past few years, 
allowing me to do well on the PSAT, meet the 
minimum GPA requirement, and stand out on 
the application I sent in last spring,” she said.

The PSAT was redesigned in 2015 in 
accordance with the newly redesigned SAT,  
which places a greater focus on content. The 
purpose of this change was to expose students 
to the type and rigor of math and reading that 
is required in college and the workforce. 

Mrs. Demers said that she believes that 

KO students will continue to receive honors 
from the PSAT as students adapt to the new 
test. “Now that the structure in the SAT has 
changed, we should do better because KO 
students are exposed to incredible content 
and teaching daily,” said Mrs. Demers.

All juniors at KO will be taking 
the PSAT on Wednesday, Nov. 2, to 
compete for recognition and identify 
strengths and weaknesses before taking 
either the ACT or SAT later in the year.
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A Wyvern’s TaleThe editorials below represent the collective 

opinion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Benjamin Waldman, Kate Betts, 
Mackenzie McDonald, Noah Stanton, Kelly Malo-
ney, Alec Rossi, Lauren Barnes, Gwyneth McDon-
ald and Sasha Bash.

The editorials below represent the collective 
opinion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Noah Stanton, Alec Rossi, Sasha 
Bash, Grace Amell, Ryan Albanesi, Carolyn 
McCusker, Isabel Kaufman, Tara Kilkenny and 
Aparajita Kashyap.

by Noah Stanton ’17
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KO students, pursue 
your passions!

Almost two weeks ago, senior 
Connor O’Laughlin presented informa-
tion about his Wyverns in Space Project 
during assembly. With a presentation  full 
of images from space, numerous data 
points, and a  video documenting the day, 
the whole Upper School was completely 
engaged and amazed. Connor’s excitement 
and passion was contagious and palpable.

Similarly, senior Rose Esselstyn 
started  the Red KOw Garden this summer. 
Using the experience she had  studying  
for a semester in Maine, she trans-
formed a patch of land into  raised beds, 
growing produce for KO students to eat.

In both of these cases, students took 
iniative and as a result made their dreams 
tangible. The hardwork required to plan 
and actually execute an idea is something 
that  the KO News staff applauds. Students 
should act in accordance with their passions, 

and take full advantage of the opportunities 
to discover new interests while here at KO. 

Students often overlook that 
Student Government can fund student 
projects or club iniatives. Connor, for 
example, was able to procure the nece-
sary funding for his project through the 
school. Therefore, we strongly encourage 
students to go beyond the classroom. It 
is possible and readily avaliable at KO. 

Yes, it is easier to stay in your comfort 
zone. Yes, your life is already busy enough 
between homework and sports, but following 
your passions and taking iniative is an 
invaluable  experience. We want the KO 
community to be dynamic and ever evolving. 
Students should be inspiring other students.

While in the Upper School, students 
should take time to find themselves. Whether 
this introspection becomes tangible, it is 
crucial to act on your passions while you can.

As an English Symposium student, 
I’ve been reading a lot of Elizabeth Strout 
lately. I mean, a lot. Her work is more slow-
paced, driven by character development 
rather than plot, but what I really love about 
her writing is that it is eloquent, graphic, and 
above all, honest to its core. She paints real-
istic pictures of realistic people, confusedly 
stumbling through their imperfect lives.

Our class watched an interview a few 
weeks ago in which Ms. Strout concisely 
shares her perspective on the world, and, as I 
continue to read her books, these words have 
stuck with me: “You never know.” In her 
short story collection “Olive Kitteridge,” Ms. 
Strout describes the protagonist Olive first 
from the eyes of others – blunt, purposeful, 
and unforgiving – and then dives in to 
explore what makes her this way, sharing 
Olive’s innermost thoughts and feelings that 
outsiders simply cannot see. You never know.

The same goes for everyone. We 
all have our own agendas, backstories, 
reasoning; for anything someone might say 
or do, there are a hundred different unseen 
experiences that have culminated to make 
that decision. Because this is such a busy time 
of year, it’s especially easy to get sucked into 
our own ways of thinking and forget how to 
look past ourselves. That’s why I really appre-
ciate the new KO Conversations program.

Every other Friday during PLB, certain 
grades are required to attend a “conversation-
style” assembly where a guest speaker is 
interviewed by a member of the faculty and 
onlookers are encouraged to ask questions. A 
few weeks ago, senior Rose Esselstyn shared 
her story about her time at the Chewonki 
Semester School with the freshmen and 
sophomores, and, more recently, author 
Brendan Kiely shared his thoughts about 
racism and law enforcement in America. 

This conversation was led by Dean 

of Students Will Gilyard, who shared a 
very personal story about how he was 
once arrested and almost convicted for 
a crime he did not commit. At the last 
moment possible, the judge scanned 
through Mr. Gilyard’s background file 
and, upon seeing his reputable education 
from Choate-Rosemary Hall and Williams 
College, ruled him not guilty. His equally 
innocent friends weren’t quite so lucky. 

Mr. Gilyard was first profiled as a 
likely criminal because of his race, and then 
assumed to be innocent because of his educa-
tional privilege. The world shouldn’t be so 
black-and-white. There’s more to a person 
than his or her appearance and social standing.

Mr. Kiely’s conversation brought up 
a lot of interesting points, but this partic-
ular story made a lasting impression on 
me. For one, it raised the concern of just 
how it easy it is to judge a person, whether 
it is done consciously, subconsciously, 
or anything in between. How many times 
have I walked by a stranger and assumed 
something about their character because of 
they looked? How many times has someone 
walked by me and assumed something about 
my character because of how I looked?

Secondly, hearing such a personal 
story from such an important faculty figure 
made me see Mr. Gilyard in a completely 
different light. There are likely countless 
other experiences that have shaped him 
into who he is today, but getting to see just 
one of them made me realize how little 
you can know about a person. It’s deluded 
to think that what we see is what we get, 
or even that we have been told is all there 
is to the story. As Shrek said, we all have 
layers, and those layers are never ending.

Sure, assumption is easy. Some-
times we don’t have time to delve in, to 
get to know someone before forming 
an opinion, but that doesn’t mean it’s 
not worth the effort. You never know.

Across
1. The terror that keeps students up every night
5. Get your pumpkin spice lattes here!
7. Responsible for campus’s color change; what  
    the senior class does after graduation
9. A dance where students dress up in dark hues
12. Fall fashion trend worn on Fridays
14. KO’s Speaker; word after ‘blue’ or ‘rasp’
15. This year’s English Symposium author
16. Students dress down to dress up for 5 days
17. Red KOw Garden Club’s main fall activity
19. This national event is terrifying Americans
21. Seniors stress over these scary applications
22. Find this Halloween treat near Dr. Briggs
23. A technology brand; pick these fruits in fall
25. Ben Tauber’s position on the football team

Down
2. Where KOXC practices in short shorts
3. 24 hours of fall sports glory
4. The KO News’s favorite Editor-In-Chief :)
6. Coming soon to Roberts Theater
8. A brand of potato chips; a new KO teacher
9. The spookiest day of the year
10. Circus people stalking college campuses
11. KO’s host for docs, sheets, and classrooms
13. The standardized test that terrifies juniors
15. Where Connor O’Loughlin sent a Wyvern
18. Math teacher and coach of the most    
      successful sports team this season
20. KO’s Columbus
21. Fall drink served cold, warm, or sparkling
24. Advisee groups compete to carve this gourd

KO’s Fall Crossword Puzzle

Peeling back 
our layers

Look for the crossword puzzle solution in the Nov. 17 issue of the KO News!
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In response to the sex-ed 
survey KO recently sent out, I 
heard someone say something 
along the lines of: “Why do I 
need to know other people’s 
sexual orientations anyways? I’m 
straight. This is irrelevant to me.” 
I understand where the compulsion 
to say this comes from, but this 
viewpoint has a lot of problems.

Let’s start with the obvious 
reason: this knowledge can 
help people recognize their own 
sexual identity. Speaking from 
personal experience, having 
this knowledge helped me 
recognize my own sexuality. 

As a kid I didn’t know 
that romantically liking some-
body of the same gender was 
even a possibility. When I finally 
learned about being gay, or bi, 
or pansexual, I was able to iden-
tify with one of those words 
and say, “Oh, hey, that’s me!”

Of course, not every-
body who currently identifies 
as straight is going to suddenly 
realize they’re a raging homo-
sexual the second they learn the 
word “gay,” but just having this 

general knowledge at students’ 
fingertips can be life-altering.

Even for people who identi-
fied their out-of-the-norm gender 
and sexual identities earlier in 
life – those kids you hear about 
who “knew since they were four” 
– learning  this is crucial as well, 
because then there is a commu-
nity for these people to identify 
with. As a result, they are not 
isolated and afraid that there’s 
something wrong with them.

Furthermore, even if you 
are cisgender, heterosexual, or a  
monogamous person, what if you 
have a friend who isn’t? Being 
a part of the LGBT+ commu-
nity is a part of who that person 
is – whether they flamboyantly 
express it through rainbow capes 
or almost never bring it up – and 
not bothering to have a basic 
understanding is not only disre-
spectful, but also dismissive. 

It can make that person 
feel as if they have to hide that 
part of themselves or, worse, 
that they don’t matter. It’s the 
everyday equivalent to “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell:” “As long 
as I don’t have to know it 
exists, everything is just fine.”

This issue goes beyond 
whether or not it’s relevant to 
you. Saying it’s not important for 
people to know basic gender and 
sexuality orientations creates a 
culture of erasure and invalidation. 

It is effectively saying that 
we, as a whole, are choosing to 
completely ignore thousands 
of people’s existence, sending 
a message of ignorance and 
hatred throughout our society. 

Replace  these  words 
with any other minority. It’s 
no different than saying, “I’m 
not a woman, therefore I don’t 
need to know about them. I’m 
not Latino, therefore, I don’t 
need to know they even exist.”

So many kids today are 
bullied: according to a GLSEN 
study, 82 percent of people who 
don’t identify as straight expe-
rienced bullying in their school 
and 64 percent felt unsafe. 

By saying that we don’t 
need to learn about sexual orien-
tations, whether personally or in 
our sex-ed classes, allows igno-
rance to thrive and promotes a 
culture that allows this hatred just 
because of who someone roman-
tically likes. Just learning about 

sexual orientations helps to reduce 
stigma around LGBT+ issues as a 
whole. It’s small acts like this that 
change the world for the better. 

If you’re straight, every-
body knows what that means. 
If somebody else says, “I am 
bigender,” or “I am pansexual,” 
people will make assumptions 
such as, “you’re like a tomboy” 

Replace these 
words with any 
other minority. It’s 
no different than 
saying, “I’m not a 
woman, therefore 
I don’t need to 
know about them. 
I’m not Latino; 
therefore, I don’t 
need to know they 
even exist.”

or “you’re sexually attracted 
to pans?” Having that basic, 
respectful terminology completely 
changes the conversation to “oh, 
you sometimes or simultaneously 
feel like a boy or a girl” or “you’re 
attracted to people of all genders.”

Finally, it’s important to 
learn because it’s important to 
be educated. That is why we go 
to school: to learn as much as 
possible in order to fully under-
stand things to put to use in our 
futures and to form our own 
opinions based on all the facts. 

Let’s say that, after all 
of this you still, unfortunately, 
believe learning sexual orienta-
tions is irrelevant and stupid. 
Now at least you would have all 
the facts and be able to create 
a stronger counterargument.

I understand this urge 
to disregard information that 
isn’t directly relevant to you. I 
frequently complain about higher- 
level math because I know it won’t 
be relevant to my future. The 
thing is, knowing basic sexual 
orientation is the equivalent of 
learning how to count to 10, or 
add numbers, and even I can admit 
that’s not irrelevant in any way.

by Vivian Goldstein ’17

Why knowing other people’s 
sexual orientation is relevant  

Never be 
afraid to grow
by Michelle Ruffle 

One should never be 
afraid to adapt and grow.

On Sept. 6, 2016, I began 
my first day of school at King-
swood Oxford School. I walked 
into the Roberts Theater and was 
greeted by students, teachers, and 
parents eager to reflect on past 
achievements and set the tone 
for an exciting school year to 
come. New teachers were intro-
duced, alumni shared their stories, 
and students were celebrated. 
The interesting thing was that I 
never thought I would be here.  

I have spent the majority of 
my adult life living and working 
outside of the United States. My 
travels have taken me throughout 
Europe, Africa, and Asia. While 
my family and I have enjoyed 
frequent visits to the United States, 
they were just that: visits. We 
enjoyed the Christmas holidays, 
lazy summers, trips to Costco 
and Tar-zhay (Target), great food, 
drinking water straight from the 
faucet, and time with our family 
and friends.  Life was good, and 
we followed this rhythm for 
many years with great success.  

At the same time, our life 
overseas was normal, filled with 
work, school, activities for the 
kids, time with friends, and travel. 
Living in Dhaka, Bangladesh, we 

would see the ubiquitous colorful 
rickshaws, the occasional elephant 
blocking our car on the street, and 
the smell of city life and sweet 
curry. However, circumstances 
changed, and we had to leave. 

We now have that same 
“normal” life here in West Hartford, 
Conn. Rickshaws are replaced with 
Uber, delivery trucks stand in the 
place of elephants, and the smell of 
backyard barbecues has replaced 
the curries we once knew. Our 
geographic location and circum-
stances have changed, but we have 
embraced them and adapted. We 
are here just in time to enjoy the 
fall foliage, pumpkin spiced lattes, 
field hockey and soccer games, and 
of course, the presidential elec-
tion. As the school year moves 
on, we are looking forward to 
winter and snow days, Valentine’s 
Day, rain in April, and graduation.  

Do not be afraid to adapt, to 
grow, to try new things, to embrace 
an opinion that is not your own, 
to fail, or to be uncomfortable.

It is in those places that you 
learn and grow and find things 
about yourself of which you 
never knew you were capable. In 
my opinion, change and adapt-
ability are important elements 
in not just learning, but in life. 

Mrs. Ruffle teaches AP Government 
and Politics in the Upper School.

Advice Column
Question: How do I tell a friend that 
I do not want to be friends anymore?

First of all dear One: 
kudos for asking this ques-
tion and being willing to 
face this really hard situation 
head-on, versus avoiding it by 
ghosting your friend or inten-
tionally behaving in ways that 
make your friend fade away; 
(both of which are tactics and 
techniques used by students 
who don’t know how to or 
are afraid to tackle this very 
courageous conversation).

That said, and because I 
don’t have any more details to 
go on, I’m going to assume that 
you have thought this through 
and have arrived at this posi-
tion from a place of power 
and have decided to end this 
friendship because your friend 
has changed and you two are 
no longer on the same wave-
length, (not because you feel 
like you have to end this friend-
ship in order to be accepted). 

This includes acceptance 
from other friends or because 
you’re afraid that your orig-
inal friend doesn’t have any 
or enough social currency 
(popularity + influence = 
social currency) and they 

are holding you back somehow. 
With these assumptions in 

mind, let me first say, ooof, this is 
a really hard conversation to have, 
and it’s an important and valuable 
lesson to learn, so let’s dive in!  

First, I encourage you 
to spend time deciding what 
type of relationship you do 
want to have post break-up. Do 
you want to cut off all contact 
altogether, including leaving 
group chats and unfollowing 
or blocking social media sites? 

Or are you looking to just 
recalibrate your communication? 
Spending time thinking about these 
boundaries will help ease the tran-
sition from friends to classmates. 

Next, consider the timing 
and tone of this courageous conver-
sation. Face-to-face is best to allow 
time for clarifying questions which 
will help to avoid misunderstand-
ings, and privacy is essential to 
show respect and compassion. 
Once you’ve pondered your 
post break-up boundaries and 
decided on the time and place, 
spend some time thinking of a 
kind, direct sentence that simply 
conveys that you think it’s best if 
you stop being friends and remain 
polite and respectful classmates. 

For example, you might 

say something like this: “You 
and I have different interests 
and values now, so I think it’s 
best we treat each other like 
classmates and not friends.” 
Obviously that is ALL the 
way easier said than done, so if 
you feel like you could benefit 
from some practice with this 
very courageous conversation 
or would like to be supported 
while having it (or if the deets 
of this question prove my 
assumptions woefully wrong), 
please come see me in the 
cozy, confidential confines of 
the counseling office located 
in the basement of Roberts!

And for those of you 
who aren’t in a similar situ-
ation please know that the 
bigger question being asked 
here is how do I speak my truth 
if I know it might disappoint 
someone, and that, my love, is 
something we can all relate to! 

Learning this valuable 
life skill and practicing it is 
what some people refer to as 
“adulting,” and it is not easy – 
just ask a trusted adult and see 
if they co-sign that sentiment! 

by Chastity Rodriguez 

Ms. Rodriguez is the Upper 
School counselor. 
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For those of you who follow 
the news closely, you most likely 
heard about JASTA, or the Justice 
Against Sponsors of Terrorism 
Act. The bill passed the Senate 
without opposition in May of 
2016, and was subsequently 
passed unanimously by the House 
of Representatives. In September, 
both houses of Congress passed the 
bill into law after overriding a veto 
from President Obama which had 
occurred five days earlier. This was 
the first presidential veto override 
of Mr. Obama’s administration.

Those who have heard 
of the bill have most likely read 
that it was initially intended to 
enable families of the victims 
of the 9/11 attacks to sue Saudi 
Arabia (which allegedly acted 
as a state sponsor of the attacks). 

The bill’s initial supporters 
were former Florida Senator Bob 
Graham and Rep. Porter Goss. 

According to the Wall 
Street Journal, “Families of the 
victims of the September 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks have long 

sought the right to sue Saudi 
Arabia for any alleged role in the 
attacks. The kingdom has denied 
any involvement and U.S. offi-
cials have backed that position.”

However, much of the 

Congress erred in overrididing 
presidential veto of JASTA
by David Maratollo ’17 

Guess what time it is: 
Halloween! “But Janvi,” you say, 
“it’s not October 31 today!” Well, 
are YOU the one that’s been feeling 
the spook since August? If not, 
you should be. If you still aren’t, 
not to worry! I’ve put together 
my very own list of Halloween 
Do’s and Dont’s, and here it 
is for your viewing pleasures.

DO: Be creative! Oh, duh. 
But it’s so hard to come up with 
something fun and doable; I get 
it. Use the internet for inspiration; 
it’s there for a reason. If you’re 
reading this now with no clue 
as to what you’re going to be, I 
highly recommend the keywords 
“last-minute Halloween costumes” 
or “Halloween is tomorrow 
and I don’t have a costume.” 

DON’T: Do absolutely 
nothing and then say “I’m 
dressed as myself” or “I’m a 
teenager/high schooler.” Wow! 
I can see the effort you put in! If 

you really don’t want to try too 
hard, write something like “404: 
Costume Not Found” on a shirt 
and be done with it. It’s spooky 
time. Don’t ruin our integrity!

DO: Exercise caution when 
dressing as a meme (as I’m sure 
some will opt to be). Harambe 
might evoke tears, and Ken 
Bone could start some unwar-
ranted political commentary. You 
also don’t want to be branded a 
“hate symbol” for no reason if 
you choose to be Pepe the Frog!

DON’T: Be a “sexy” 
anything, or a scary clown, and 
especially not a sexy clown. It’s high 
school, kids. We don’t need this.

DO: Have Halloween 
treats ready. Pumpkin cookies? 
Cupcakes with literally anything 
relating to Halloween on them? 
Candy? Yes, yes, and yes. People 
will love you in school and out 
if you hand stuff like this out on 
Halloween. If this is the route 
you take, by the way, hit me up 
and I will gladly accept some.

I have been an avid fan of 
theater throughout the entirety of 
my life at KO. I relish working 
on plays and musicals alike, and 
I love meeting new people who 
become some of my best friends.

What I value most about the 
winter musical is that, because it’s 
a sport, everyone who’s signed up 
is guaranteed at least an ensemble 
role. The fall play, however, is not 
a fall sport, giving the director 
the freedom to choose plays with 
fewer roles because people who 
audition will still have a sport 
to fill their after-school require-
ment if there isn’t a role for them. 

This was made clear to me 
my freshman year when I was 
denied a role in the fall play, 
“Musical Comedy Murders.”

As the theater program has 
grown and expanded, more people 
with even a little bit of interest 
in performance have been audi-
tioning, fitting the recent choices 
of plays such as “The Learned 
Ladies” and “Arabian Nights” that 
either can accommodate a large 
cast or that require a large cast. 

Because of this shift toward 
ensemble-based plays, I believe 
that the fall play should now be 
considered a sport. I find it hard to 
believe that it wouldn’t be a sport 
because it isn’t a large enough time 
requirement or isn’t as much work; 
a play requires just as much time 
and effort as the musical, which is 

a sport. In fact, our current cast is 
having a hard time finding enough 
rehearsal time because everyone 
has other sports that take prece-
dence; making the play a sport 
would ensure that we have more 
time to create an even better 
performance for our community. 

I also think that making it a 
sport would allow for people with 
an interest in theater to further 
pursue that interest. If a person 
thinks they might enjoy theater 
and performance, but can never 
join the fall play because they 
aren’t guaranteed a role, they 
could never be able to explore that 
potential for artistic excellence in 
the secure, non-stressful (for the 
most part) world of high school. 

For those of you saying, 
“Why don’t they just do the 
musical,” consider this: not 
everyone (especially a brand-new 
freshman) has the confidence to 
sing in an audition in front of total 
strangers for their first theater 
experience; I know I barely did. 

Some people also just 
don’t have any interest in 
singing at all and don’t want 
to do musicals, but still have a 
passion for stage performance. 

If the play were to become a 
fall sport, it would make it easier 
for students to get involved in 
this part of our community and 
to take advantage of the amazing 
resources and experiences that 
KO’s theater program has to offer. 

Janvi’s Halloween tips Play should 
count as sport

by Janvi Sikand ’19

Though I truly 
admire our 
government’s 
respect for the 
rights of the 
families who lost 
people to the Sept. 
11 attacks, this 
bill was poorly 
thought out, 
vaguely worded, 
and dangerously 
permissive.

by Shelby Fairchild  ’17

DON’T: Take candy from 
strangers. Wait. Isn’t that the 
point of Halloween? All right, go 
ahead but make sure to discreetly 
take a photo of them and label 
the candy with the address of 
whomever you got it from, as to 
have a handy way to find them if 
you get a trick instead of a treat. 

DO: Random spooky things 
throughout the day. Some personal 
favorites include saying “boo!” to 
people, especially those who you 
don’t know at all (this increases 
the spook factor), listening to the 
work of art known as “Spooky 
Scary Skeletons,” doing home-
work on time, and watching “The 
Nightmare Before Christmas.”

DON’T:  Be  upse t  i f 
someone has the same or a similar 
costume to you! Instead, take a fun 
twinning photo with them, all the 
while planning how you will abso-
lutely crush them with your fabu-
lously unique costume next year.

DO: Have a lit Halloween, 
whatever that means to you! 

Cartoon by Thomas Betts ’19.

above is inaccurate, and the true 
purpose and structure of the bill 
are less apparent. For starters, 
the bill (henceforth referred 
to by its legal title, S.2040) is 
NOT directed at Saudi Arabia. 

Nowhere in S.2040 is there 
reference to this country (for 
that matter, Afghanistan claimed 
responsibility for the September 
11 attacks, not Saudi Arabia). The 
text of  S.2040 refers more broadly 
to “Sponsors of Terrorism.” S.2040 
amends the federal judicial code to 
narrow the scope of foreign sover-
eign immunity; more specifically, 
it “authorizes federal court juris-
diction over a civil claim against 
a foreign state for physical injury 
to a person or property or death 
that occurs inside the United 
States as a result of: (1) an act of 
international terrorism, and (2) a 
tort committed anywhere by an 
official, agent, or employee of 
a foreign state acting within the 
scope of employment” (S.2040). 

In other words, a U.S. 
national can file a civil action 
against a foreign state for phys-
ical injury, death, or damage 

as a result of an act of interna-
tional terrorism committed by a 
designated terrorist organization.

One issue with this is that 
S.2040 is not limited to state 
entities and foreign govern-
ments. The legislation pertains 
to “persons,” “entities,” “orga-
nizations,” “affiliated groups,” 
and “individuals” and  “coun-
tries” accused of associating or 
cooperating with terrorist groups.

Previously, U.S. nationals 
were permitted to sue a foreign 
state if such state was designated 
as a state sponsor of terrorism 
by the United States Depart-
ment of State and if they were 
harmed by that state’s aid for 
one’s act of international terrorism. 

JASTA authorizes federal 
courts to exercise personal juris-
diction over any foreign state’s 
support for one’s act of interna-
tional terrorism against a U.S. 
national or property regardless 
if such state is designated as 
a state sponsor of terrorism or 
not. In other words, it opens up 
the door for people to prosecute 
a multitude of foreign entities 

using the U.S. judicial system. 
More worrying, however, is the 
increased potential for other coun-
tries to, in turn, prosecute the U.S.

Ultimately, I think that 
Congress’ override of Mr. Obama’s 
veto was a mistake, if a well-
intentioned one. S.2040 poses 
too much of a risk to international 
relations with the Arabian Penin-
sula and bordering countries.

It also raises questions about 
the standards for defining an act as 
terrorism. What if a country were 
to pass a similar bill, and proceed 
to present the U.S.’ placement 
of ground troops in certain areas 
of the Middle East as an act of 
terrorism? Would we be open 
to prosecution in that country’s 
courts? Furthermore, how can we 
bring to trial the defendant(s)? 
What if they refuse to coop-
erate with the U.S. legal system?

Though I truly admire 
our government’s respect for 
the rights of the families who 
lost people to the Sept. 11 
attacks, this bill was poorly 
thought out, vaguely worded, 
and dangerously permissive.
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Immigration has been a 
highly debated subject this year, 
largely due to Donald Trump’s 
ant i - immigrat ion rhetor ic . 
However, most of the discussion 
has been about letting immigrants 
into our country or what we should 
do with immigrants who are in the 
United States illegally, for which 
one of the options is deportation. 

There has not, however, been 
a lot of discussion about the depor-
tation process in the United States, 
which is unfortunate, because 
there are some serious issues. 

The problem starts with 
the fact that 62 percent of all the 
immigration beds are owned by 
private companies, the largest of 
which is the Corrections Corpo-
ration of America, or the CCA. 
The millions of dollars these 
companies poured into lobbying 
resulted in an increase in the 
minimum number of immigra-

tion detention beds (nationally 
and within individual facilities). 

This is in no way reflec-
tive of the interests of the people; 
the only ones who profit from 
this law are the private compa-
nies who are being promised 
more money. Today, there is a 
bed quota of 34,000, which is a 
26,000-bed increase since 2005 
(and we now spend $2 billion on 
immigration detention, compared 
to $700 million in 2005). 

These quotas provide incen-
tive to fill up the beds, resulting 
in the detention of people who 
do not belong in these facilities. 
For example, in 2015, a man 
seeking asylum was detained 
on the basis that he was trying 
to enter the country unlawfully. 

He passed his “credible 
fear interview” (the first step 
to gaining asylum in the US), 
which meant that he should have 
been released; (the Department 
for Homeland Security says that 

people apprehended while trying 
to enter the country illegally 
must be prioritized for removal 
“unless they qualify for asylum”); 
Filling up this quota of beds is the 
main reason he, and thousands of 
other people, are not released. By 
adhering to these policies, we are 
wasting valuable taxpayer money 
to detain people who do not 
really need or deserve detention. 

The detention centers can 
also get away with horrible condi-
tions. In 2008, a 62-year-old barber 
from Ghana hanged himself inside 
the Eloy Detention Center in 
Arizona. Officials initially called 
his death the result of heart failure; 
it was not until years later that they 
reported it as a suicide. At least 
five other men in that facility have 
committed suicide since 2003, 
and more people have died in 
that facility than any other deten-
tion center. Furthermore, in 2012, 
when ICE (Immigrations and 
Customs Enforcement) inspected 

the facility, it passed the suicide 
prevention standards, despite the 
existence of “structures or smaller 
objects that could be used in a 
suicide attempt” in the suicide-
watch room (a room that is meant 
to be safe for at-risk patients). 

Also at this facility, an 
inspector dismissed 10 allegations 
of sexual assaults in 2011 because 
they were determined to be 
“unfounded or unsubstantiated.” 
Eloy also puts transgender women 
at further risk by forcing them to 
live with males. One transgender 
woman was assaulted twice (once 
by a guard and once by a detainee), 
and when another reported that 
she had been raped by her cell-
mate, she was placed in solitary 
confinement for eight months. 

Other centers have similar 
problems: at the Stewart detention 
center in Georgia, inspectors noted 
and dismissed six cases of sexual 
assault; moreover, a detainee at 
the Houston Processing Center 

with schizophrenia and frequent 
panic attacks was locked in soli-
tary confinement for nine months, 
which definitely falls under 
“cruel and unusual punishment” 
(especially for someone who has 
not committed a violent crime). 

In addition to being woefully 
inadequate, facilities are notified 
of inspections in advance (and 
the inspections are done by ICE, 
which has a vested interest in the 
facility’s staying open, rather than 
by a third party), and the inspec-
tions are based on a checklist; 
the experiences of the detainees 
are not taken into account. 

The problem here is that 
these people do not have a voice 
in our country: the majority 
of the people directly affected 
by these facilities cannot vote 
(and private companies like the 
CCA have millions of dollars to 
spend lobbying in Washington), 
so very few lawmakers make 
change in this area a priority. 

Deport U.S. immigration policy
by Aparajita Kashyap ’18

When I first came to this 
school as a sixth grader, high 
school seemed to me like some 
bizarre foreign land, where 
sports were at the end of the day 
and one could roam around as 
they pleased without constant 
supervision. Eventually, when 
I entered this strange place as 
a freshman, I was in a state of 
bliss. My teachers had lured me 
into a false sense of achievement 
in the beginning months of the 
year, and I was just fine with that. 

However, as I reached the 
halfway point in my freshman year, 
I realized that many of the ideas I 
had about high school were in fact 
false. Sports and free periods were 
not what I had expected, and the 
workload built up at a steady pace. 

 But don’t think that the shat-
tered expectations of high school 
end during your freshman year. 
The greatest myth of all time is 
that “junior year is the most chal-
lenging.” Lies, lies, and all lies. 
After passing through junior year 
by the skin of your teeth, you run 
away from school into summer like 
Indiana Jones from the speeding 
boulder. “I made it past junior 
year!” I thought. “I’m in the clear 

now!” I proclaimed. Silly me. 
Starting Aug. 30 of my 

senior year, my quality of life 
plummeted. All the free sailing I 
thought I would do in my last year 
of high school was interrupted by 
mammoth-sized portions of home-
work. If you play a varsity sport 
in the fall, best of luck to you. As 
you try to juggle a social life, hours 
of homework every night, clubs, 
sports commitments, and your 
own sanity, something has to give.

 For me, it was my sanity. 
Unfortunately, as soon I had 
convinced myself that I was 
going to be just fine, a new 
friend graced my life with 
his presence: mononucleosis. 

Yes, the horror stories are 
true. If you get mono, go ahead and 
kiss life as you knew it goodbye. 
I went from being a happy, excit-
able teenager to a 95-year-old 
cantankerous cat lady in a matter 
of days. You’ll cry, you’ll sweat, 
you’ll even binge watch “Pretty 
Little Liars” on Netflix between 
naps. And good Lord, I promise, 
you will nap. The way I slept, 
you would’ve thought my mother 
had snuck a good shot with a 
rhino tranquilizer into my back 
as I ate my morning Wheaties. 

To make matters worse, 

amid making up tests and quizzes 
while the symptoms of extreme 
tiredness linger, I am currently 
trying to get into college. 

The college process (one 
of severe importance to those 
attending our small Connecticut 
preparatory school) has a special 
way of making you feel just awful 
about yourself. You attempt to 
stack yourself up to the average 
accepted students at the colleges 
you’re looking at on Naviance, 
only to find that students with 
4.0 GPAs and 2400s on their 
SATs are apparently crawling 
out of the woodwork to thwart 
your chances at getting into 
the schools you wish to attend. 

The college process – which 
so far is proving to be about as 
enjoyable as an 1836 trip on the 
Oregon trail – has broken me 
down. I no longer sleep at night, for 
as soon as I close my eyes, images 
of acceptance rates, lists of majors 
and minors, and other college stats 
haunt my dreams in ways that rival 
the time I watched a cow giving 
birth on YouTube in the third grade. 

So,  I ’ve wri t ten this 
article, not just to whine about 
my otherwise awesome life, 
but for the underclassmen 
and juniors. Get ready, guys.

Think clowns are 
scary? Try senior year   

Rape cases are complicated. 
There are a lot of “what if’s” 
involved. “What if the genders of 
the case were reversed?” “What if 
they hadn’t been drinking?” “What 
if it was YOUR child/sibling/
parent?” The most recent rape case 
covered widely in the media is the 
Brock Turner case, which relates to 
the second “what if,” and is why I 
want to talk about the controversy.

Earlier this year, an intoxi-
cated Stanford student was found 
raping another intoxicated and 
unconscious student behind a 
dumpster when two students 
caught the rapist in the act and 
tackled him off of her. I said the 
word “intoxicated” a lot in the 
last sentence, and Mr. Turner 
used it a lot in his defense too.

A good part of Mr. Turner’s 
defense revolved around the fact 
he was intoxicated and wasn’t 
thinking straight; he talked about 
how “the culture…. [of] binge 
drinking and sexual promis-
cuity” influenced his actions that 
night. At only one point does he 
say he is “the sole proprietor of 
what happened [that] night.”

But what got so much 
attention was Mr. Turner ’s 
statement that he shouldn’t be 
punished for the rest of his life 
because of one night of actions 
and because he was just a kid. 

What was particularly riling 
to some was his father’s saying that 
his son shouldn’t be punished the 
rest of his life for 20 minutes of 
action, (which is stupid, because 
the actions of Timothy McVeigh, 
who killed 168 people in Okla-
homa City, took only 20 minutes 
and he was sentenced to death).

A lot of columnists have 
taken their stances on the case. 

Some say Mr. Turner should 
be in prison for the rest of his 
life and the judge should be 
fired. Others said the judge 
did absolutely nothing wrong 
and the law should stay as it is. 

(The judge in the case, 
Judge Persky, was recommended 
by California law to give six 
months to any rapist with no 
criminal history, whose judg-
ment was impaired by alcohol, 
and who the judge believed was 
genuinely remorseful. People say 
this law shouldn’t change because 
minimum sentences for crimes 
have never really worked out; look 
at the war on drugs for example.)

This isn’t what I want to talk 
about, though. I want to talk about 
the vagueness surrounding rape-
sentencing law when alcohol is 
involved. The law says any sexual 
act committed on a person too drunk 
or high to give consent is rape. 

There is no legal definition 
of too drunk or high, however, 
which can lead to some varia-
tion in sentences of rape. Some 
judges have let rapists in situ-
ations similar to Mr. Turner’s 
walk free because they believed 
the victim could have consented 
before becoming unconscious. 
This is stupid, though, because 
the judge is forced to decide to 
ruin either the victim’s life or the 
perpetrator’s life based on a guess 
because the law is too vague.

This is a problem in general 
with American law: vague-
ness. While the Second Amend-
ment is vague, it can’t really 
change because it was written 
over 200 years ago. Thus, I 
can understand the vagueness. 

However, with something 
that can be changed to be made less 
vague and make everyone’s lives 
better, I ask lawmakers, “Why not?”

by Jack Barry ’17

Vague rape 
laws need to go
by Jack Antico ’17

• Bartaco   • Bruegger’s
• Cosi   • Tangier’s
• Whole Foods  • Ben & Jerry’s
• Potbelly  • Chipotle
• Robek’s   • Goldberg’s

What’s your favorite place 
to eat near campus?

Congratulations to 
Mr. and Mrs. 

Millen on the birth 
of their daughter 
Annika Helene 

Millen, 
on October 19! 
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Bisgaard hosts Aurora breakfast
by Eliza Charette ’18

On Tuesday, Sept. 27, KO 
hosted a breakfast to support the 
Aurora Foundation for Women and 
Girls in the Greater Hartford area. 
Head of School Dennis Bisgaard, 
an honorary chair member of the 
organization, also attended the 
event and said that KO was pleased 
to host this kick-off breakfast. 

“Kingswood was incredibly 
gracious and generous to host this 
event for the Aurora Foundation’s 
100-men giving campaign which 
supports college completion initia-
tives, giving girls the chance to 
complete college education,” said 
Aurora Foundation Officer and KO 
Parent ‘14, ‘14, ‘17 Karen Jarmoc.

KO board members and 
donors to the foundation who 
attended the event heard remarks 
from Mr. Bisgaard and Hartford 
Mayor Luke Bronin. Mr. Bronin 
spoke about how important it is 
to support women in the transi-
tion from high school to college, 
giving these women the power 
to graduate and make a posi-

tive impact on the community.
“Through the leadership of 

Dennis Bisgaard, nearly $20,000 
has been raised for this mean-
ingful project,” said Mrs. Jarmoc. 
The purpose of this event was to 
celebrate the success the group has 
already had and the success they 
will have in the future through 
this campaign, said Mrs. Jarmoc. 

The 100 Men in 100 Days 
project has established the goal 
of having 100 men donate $100 

dollars or more in 100 days. As 
honorary chair, Mr. Bisgaard 
is very involved and invested 
in this campaign. A group of 
men have stepped up, raised 
and continue to raise funds to 
support the women and girls 
in the Greater Hartford area. 

Senior Alec Rossi said that 
KO’s involvement with the Aurora 
Foundation is a great thing for 
KO. “Having KO administration 
focus on the Hartford commu-

nity is amazing. There is great 
wealth inequality between the KO 
community and the city of Hartford 
nearby. Hopefully KO’s involve-
ments raises awareness of this issue 
within the community,” he said.

From the beginning, the 
Aurora Foundation has had 
many male supporters, but this 
specific campaign allows first- 
time donors as well as previous 
supporters to contribute to the 
foundation. All the money raised 

will go toward unlocking the 
potential of women, girls and 
their families in the surrounding 
communities of Hartford. 

 Junior Hannah Bash said 
that the Aurora Foundation is bene-
ficial to the KO community. “We 
are all lucky to attend a school like 
KO. Giving those that are not as 
privileged the right to a high quality 
education is invaluable,” she said.

One in two families in the 
Hartford area lives under the 
poverty line. Direct victims of this 
statistic are women and families. 

Starting in 2000, Aurora has 
raised $450,000 and supported 44 
organizations. As a collective group 
they have been able to support over 
4,000 women and girls to jump 
start their lives with education and 
other necessities to help ensure a 
better social economic future. 

In the future, the Aurora 
Foundation plans to build up 
partnerships within the commu-
nity to strengthen the rate of 
women completing their college 
degrees and being able to be 
successful in their futures.

Aurora Foundation breakfast atendees pose for a photo. Photo by Director of Communications Jacqueline Pisani.

 This year, an exam 
task force made up of teachers 
and administrators will examine 
how students are being formally 
assessed and will consider 
making changes to mid-year 
and end-of-year assessments.

While the task force will 
not reinstate midyear exams this 
year, they may be looking to 
tweak parts of the exam proce-
dure for the end of the year.

According to Associate Head 
of School Natalie Demers, much 
of the controversy over midyear 
exams at KO began in 2011, when 
an October snowstorm knocked 
down power lines throughout the 
state and resulted in a week’s worth 
of snow days. That year, exams 

Task force reconsiders exam strategy
by Grace Amell ’19 were canceled in order for teachers 

to get back missed class time.
 The next year, there was 

another October snowstorm, 
so the school decided to elimi-
nate midyear exams. “We tried 
to build comprehensive tests 
into the curriculum,” said Mrs. 
Demers, “but it became chaotic 
because students were getting hit 
really hard during certain weeks.”

Ultimately, it was decided 
that each department should assess 
the way it needed to. However, the 
school received feedback from 
students, parents, and alumni 
about this system, especially about 
difficulty that alumni faced when 
they arrived at college and had not 
taken formal exams for over a year. 

Another piece of key feed-
back that administrators received 

was that with the current system 
of finals at the end of the year, 
students took the exams, got them 
back, and then left for the summer, 
with no time to review their results. 

“There was no time for 
students to look at their exams 
with their teachers, parents, and 
advisors, and develop a strategy 
as a student,” said Mrs. Demers. 

The new task force intends 
to review the current exam system 
by evaluating and reforming it. 

Mrs. Demers said that 
the most important aspect of 
exams is that the way students 
are assessed lines up with the 
goals of their courses. “Exams 
should be an opportunity for 
students to demonstrate mastery 
in what they’ve learned,” she said.

For the task force, each 

Upper School department is 
currently working on creating a 
department philosophy. “They 
are looking at why we assess 
the way we assess,” said Mrs. 
Demers. “We are trying to honor 
the goals of each department. For 
example, some courses would be 
better suited to have an end-of-year 
project, like many arts classes, or a 
research paper in history classes.” 

After each department is 
finished creating their department 
philosophy, the task force, which 
is being chaired by Director of 
Academic Planning Carolyn 
McKee, will review the philoso-
phies and see if the best case 
scenario in each case is feasible 
within the current schedule.  

As of right now, the task 
force will not change anything 

said sophomore Nicole Genga.
Some students agreed. “I 

think spaghetti straps should 
be covered,” said junior Olivia 
Rossi. “However, I think off-the-
shoulder can look presentable and 
appropriate without a sweater.”

The majority of students 
polled said they believed the 
changes were logical  and 
fair because they promoted 
a  r e s p e c t f u l  a n d  a p p r o -
priate campus environment.

The universal ban on hats 

the Electoral College,” he said. 
“The kids were bored; they were 
quiet. It was kind of a lecture 
class, and, when I got out, I kind 
of threw my book down and 
I was so frustrated about how 
these students don’t really care 
about the Electoral College.”

Determined, Mr. Shea and 
a fellow colleague, Lorrie Byrom, 
devised a solution to this problem. 

“We had them do this hands-
on project where we would have 
them do a nationwide mock elec-
tion, and the students would then 
play the roles of anchor people, and 
political analysts, and interviewers 

major for this year, but there 
may be a few small tweaks to 
the end-of-year exam system. 

Mrs. Demers said that, as a 
college prep school, the main goal 
of Kingswood Oxford is to prepare 
students for college, and the task 
force will reflect that in their work. 

“We want to be really 
thoughtful and bring all voices 
to the table,” she said. “We are 
reaching out to alumni to find out 
how they are being assessed in 
college, and we want student input.”

Overall, Mrs. Demers said 
that the exam task force will work 
to benefit students the most. “Right 
now there are a lot of questions and 
opinions and thoughts,” she said, 
“but throughout the year we will 
work to find out what’s right for KO 
students and specific departments.”

was a focal point for discon-
tent.  “Hats should be allowed 
outside,” senior Ben Putterman 
said. “Why am I not allowed to 
wear a hat to protect myself from 
the sun? It’s fine to disallow hats 
inside, but there is no reasoning 
behind disallowing them outside.”

Overall, Mr. Gilyard’s 
changes to the dress code have 
generally been well received.  
Perhaps sparked by Mr. Gilyard’s 
init iatives,  a campus-wide 
dialogue about the dress code has 
been a common thread, sparking 
healthy debate and discussion.  

Continued from page 1.

Students react to 
dress code tweaks

Students prefer Clinton
Continued from page 1. and things like that. We would 

simulate election night coverage to 
get this big kind of event which was 
exciting, and high profile, and all 
the kids get into it,” said Mr. Shea.

“Getting young adults 
interested and involved has 
been very important to this elec-
tion, and for good reason. Acti-
vating the young demographic 
wins a minority vote, which 
can help win or lose an election. 

“I think it’s important for 
the youth to get involved in poli-
tics because the only way politi-
cians are going to start paying 
any attention to issues that 
matter to young folks is if they 
go to the polls,” said Mr. Shea. 

“On the flipside, if you don’t 
get excited about politics, don’t get 
engaged in politics, they’re just 
shooting themselves in the foot 
because politicians are not going to 
cater to their needs and their wants 
and their desires,” said Mr. Shea.

KO history and English 
teacher Rob Kyff said that getting 
young adults ready to vote means 
forming stances on political issues. 

“I would think that most 
students would find it important to 
have their voice registered and to 
think about the choice, not only for 
president, but for where they stand 
on these major issues that they’re 
asking about [in the poll],” he said.

Favor: 56.6%
Oppose: 43.4%

Free public college 
tuition for families 
making >$125,000 Citizenship: 64%

Stay without 
citizenship: 11.8% 
Deport: 24.2%

How should we 
handle illegal aliens?

Favor: 95.5%
Oppose: 4.5%

Universal background 
checks for guns

Favor: 56.1 %
Oppose: 43.9%

Raise taxes on wealthy  
individuals and corpo-
rations

Favor: 67.7%
Oppose: 32.3%

Require voter ID’s
 for voting

Favor: 61.6%
Oppose: 38.4%

Taking in Syrian 
Refugees after intense 
screening

Favor: 39.2%
Oppose: 60.8%

Using fracking to 
extract oil, natural gas
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What would it be like to 
have a mural on campus?  Imagine 
seeing a large and colorful painting 
on the wall of the library every day.  

Senior Kayla Glemaud hopes 
to make this happen. Her initial 
thought of creating a painting at 
school has become a detailed plan 
and proposition of a mural located 
right on the KO campus, immersed 
directly within the community.

Although she has pursued a 
variety of art styles and mediums, 
Kayla has a special interest in 
spray painting and painting.  

Through the multiple art 
classes Kayla has taken at KO 
and her additional work at home, 
she has refined her skills, estab-
lished her style, and developed 
her plan for a project on campus.

“I’ve always liked the idea 
of painting on campus, and since 
I can’t spraypaint here, a mural 
would be the best option,” said 
Kayla. “Now I know how to 
plan my ideas and work through 
things, which has made reaching 
out to teachers and members 
of the community possible.”

Specifically, Kayla wants 
her painting to depict a rainbow 
splattering down onto a book.  

Kayla plans KO mural
She also plans on including 
positive words and inspira-
tional phrases in her piece.  

Paints, and potentially 
some stencils and spraypaint, 
are among the materials Kayla 
would use.  Her previous art 
teacher, creative arts teacher Greg 
Scranton, said he thinks that her 
ideas for the mural fit her style.  

“She often incorporates 
a mixture of written messages, 
symbols, and images into her 
work,” he said, “so it’s like a 
natural progression to think 
that she would move into some-
thing and create something 
that combines text and image.”

As unique and creative as 
her artwork would be, Kayla said 
she recognizes that there are many 
steps she must take before creating 
a mural on school property. 

She initially discussed 
her idea with Mr. Scranton 
and creative arts teacher Scott 
McDonald and received their 
support in addition to many more 
questions for her to consider.  

Determining the content 
of the mural, its location, and 
how the KO community and 
prospective students would 
receive the artwork are all topics 
that are important to the process.

“There are so many moving 
parts of a project like Kayla’s,” said 
Dean of Students William Gilyard, 
with whom Kayla also talked 
about her idea. “But I think it’s 
worth exploring, and I’m willing 
if she’s willing to try to figure 
it out and assess all the options 
we have to make it happen.”

Mr.  Scran ton  agreed 
and supported Kayla’s project. 
“Students are students, and, 
because they are still learning, 
their ideas may receive some 
pushback in regard to quality,” he 
said, “but I’d love to see it happen, 
and I believe Mr. McDonald has 
expressed similar support as well.”

If the idea is approved on the 
administrative side, Kayla would 
paint her mural in the spring of 
this year because of the rapidly 
approaching cold, autumn weather. 

Since she plans on asking for 
help from volunteers, Kayla said 
she believes she would receive more 
assistance in the spring as well.

Kayla said that, overall, 
painting a mural on the KO campus 
would mean a lot to her. “I think 
KO is a unique place, so leaving 
my impression or mark on my 
experience here would mean a lot 
to me and make KO more memo-
rable for everyone,” she said.

by Tara Kilkenny ’17

‘Arabian Nights’ explores themes of identity, 
humanity, and healing through storytelling

KO’s fall play, “Arabian 
Nights,” will be performed at 7 
p.m., on Thursday, Nov. 17, and 
Friday, Nov. 18. With a cast of 
15 actors, this theatrical play is 
based on a collection of medi-
eval Middle Eastern and South 
Asian folk tales called “One 
Thousand and One Nights.”

The plot of “Arabian 
Nights” incorporates several 
stories within one larger story. 
Creative arts teacher Eric Lang-
meyer, who is directing the 
production, explains that this 
play revolves around a vengeful 
king who intends to kill his new 
wife, the queen; however, each 
night, she tells him a new story, in 
a way to not only heal the king, 
but also to prolong her survival.

“She has to recount all 
these ancient tales about lust, 
love, forgiveness, and revenge, in 
order to cure this king’s angry and 
resentful heart,” said Mr. Lang-
meyer. “She basically has to save 
her life through these stories.”

In “Arabian Nights,” the 
queen, played by senior Poppy 
Sheehan, acts as a narrator for the 
different folktales that are brought 
to life by the ensemble cast on stage.

Mr.  Langmeyer  s a id 
that stories in literature and 
theater can not only be a break 
from reality, but can also help 
mold who we are as people.      

“People think that stories 
are shaped by people. I think 
it’s the other way around in the 
sense that people are shaped by 

stories,” Mr. Langmeyer said, “I 
think that stories like those in this 
play, have the ability to transport 
us to different places and think 
about who and what we are.”

Mr. Langmeyer said he 
chose this play because of how 
important stories are in shaping 
our society. He added that, with 
all the poltical and social  issues 
going on, our society needs to hear 
the messages that are portrayed 
in the stories found in “Arabian 
Nights,” in order to revive from  
the stresses of our global world.  

 “Stories have become part 
of our culture, and right now in 
this world, we are in need of a 
bunch of healing, as we are trying 
to figure out what our American 
identity is,” Mr. Langmeyer 
said. “I don’t think in terms of 
contemporary society that we are 
necessarily in a forgiving, loving 
and hopeful place right now. 

With theater being such a 
great escape for many people, 
Mr. Langmeyer said he hopes that 
this play and all of its stories can 
help portray the idea that theater 
and storytelling bring unity, 
refuge, and emotional healing.

“Many people like to go 
to theater to feel that sense of 
security and safety,” Mr. Lang-
meyer said. “Through this play, 
I want to show this idea that we 
can heal through storytelling.”

The cast comes together 
to rehearse for an hour to two, 
roughly four to five times a 
week. As a director, Mr. Lang-
meyer said he encourages the 
actors to be more independent in 

by Gabrielle Ruban ’18 “This play is 
hypnotic, alluring, 
funny and 
poignant . . . My 
hope is that this 
play will leave 
the audience with 
a transformed 
understanding of 
our world.”

– Mr. Langmeyer

their involvement with the show. 
“It’s not just my show, it’s 

our show,” Mr. Langmeyer said. 
“Each student has a chance to 
contribute to the work we do. I 
often ask them what they think their 
characters would do and I pull from 
their ideas in my own directing. 
This show requires [the actors] 
to have a sense of ownership.”

By allowing students to 
develop their characters’ identi-
ties, Mr. Langmeyer explains 
that the actors really get a chance 
to bring their characters to life.

“In a normal, typical play, 
the actors are all given exposi-
tions of their actors,” Mr. Lang-
meyer said. “This play, however, 
requires [the actors] to do all 
the actor work and create [their] 
own character backgrounds.”

Mr. Langmeyer adds that 
while it may pose some diffi-
culties at first, KO students 
should be encouraged to express 
themeslves,  in and out of 
the  school’s theater program. 

“We want students at KO 
and in my theater program to 
have a voice, and students have 
been challenged to add their 
voice to the process,” Mr. Lang-
meyer said. “I think that it is 
liberating to the students to have 
the choice to act based on how 
they interpret their characters.”

Mr. Langmeyer said he hopes 
that the KO faculty and student 
body will have a positive take-
away from seeing this production.

“This play is hypnotic, 
alluring, funny and poignant, and, 
because of that, I think that this 

play is the ultimate theater experi-
ence,” Mr. Langmeyer said. “My 
hope is that this play will leave 
the audience with a transformed 
understanding of our world.”

Senior Shelby Fairchild, 
who plays Perfect Love and The 
Butcher in the play, said that, even 
though the cast is on the smaller 
side, the actors have been very 
enthusiastic and open to taking on 
the challenges of portraying several 
different and unique characters.

“With such an ensemble-
based play, I feel like a larger cast 
would allow for more diversity in 
the characters,” Shelby said. “But 
everyone’s been really willing to 
take on a lot of roles and the smaller 
size has made it easier for us to get 
to know each other really well.”

Shelby added that Mr. 
Langmeyer ’s directing has 
been definitely new compared 
to the past, for the fall play.

“Mr. Langmeyer does a 
lot of in-the-moment blocking 
and improvisation,” Shelby said. 
“His additional incorporation of 
choreographed dancing in this 
play overall makes for a new 
and interesting combination.”

Sophomore Zachary Wasko-
wicz, who portrays the Prince of 
Fools, The Persian, and The Clari-
netist, said that, even though sched-
uling has posed some challenges, 
the rehearsals have been going well. 

“Rehearsals are going as 
smooth as they can in light of 
an inflexible sports schedule,” 
Zachary said. “Everyone has been 
putting in their best efforts to make 
sure this play is the best it can be.”

Senior Tara Kilkenny said 
she is excited to see what this 
year’s fall play will bring to KO.  

“The KO theater program 
has been really strong these last few 
years,” she said, “and so I hope that 
Mr. Langemeyer can continue to 
preserve that positive momentum 
and bring some new ideas and 
changes to the fall play, as well 
as to the program as a whole.”

Senior Alec Rossi said he 
believes that, with the help of 
Mr. Langmeyer, KO’s theater 
program wil l  cont inue to 
develop a strong and positive 
reputation in our community.. 

“Mr. Feder established a 
standard of excellence for fall 
productions,” Alec said, “and so 
I have high hopes that Mr. Lang-
meyer will follow  in his footsteps.”

Senior Noah Hawks-Ladds, 
a French horn player, and junior 
Zachary Herz, a tenor 1 singer, 
became the first KO students to 
be selected as members of the 
National Association of Music.  

After a rigorous audition 
process last summer, they were 
chosen to be among the 350 top 
high school musicians and 350 top 
high school singers in the nation.  

The association is the nation’s 
top performing group for high-
school musicians. Its members 
will meet for a four-day festival 
in November in Grapevine, Texas 
to practice and perform together.  

“I think it speaks to the seri-
ousness of the students and a change 
in tone,” Creative Arts Depart-
ment Chair Todd Millen said.

His tory  and  crea t ive 
arts teacher David Baker, who 
directs the KO singing groups, 
said the group started just a few 
years ago, so, in the past, KO 
musicians and singers audi-
tioned only for All-Easterns.

“I think it’s a great honor 
for them and great experience.  
They get to work with phenom-

enal directors,” Mr. Baker said.
Students who want to get 

into Nationals first audition with a 
live performance in front of judges.  
Then, the accepted students can 
audition for All-States with a 
judged performance and, finally, 
audition for Nationals by sending 
in a required musical piece.

Noah and Zachary were 
also required to include a teacher 
recommendation and their 
scores from All-States. They 
learned the results a month or 
two after the audition due date. 

Both Noah and Zachary 
polished their audition tapes with 
their private teachers. Noah said 
he is friends with two serious 
music players who inspired 
him to take music seriously.  

“All the exposure to music 
made me fall for music, not 
only for French horn, but for 
music itself. [It’s] pretty huge to 
be picked in the top 12 French 
horns [in the U.S.],” Noah said.

A friend of Zachary’s went 
to Nationals for all four years 
of high school, which inspired 
Zachary to try out.  “It’s an honor 
to be in the group,” Zachary 
said. “I’m one of 75 tenors.” 

by Taline Norsigian ’19  

Hawks-Ladds, Herz
win music honors
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Giamalis’ musical 
legacy lives on at KO

Prithvi produces the perfect pitch 

Christine and Stephen 
Giamalis, parents of King-
swood Oxford alumus Nicholas 
Giamalis ’16, have established 
the Giamalis Family Music Merit 
Scholarship at here at KO. The 
scholarship will come into effect 
for the 2017-2018 school year.

From then on, this $1,000 
scholarship will be awarded 
every year to one rising Upper 
School student who not only 
exhibits musical talent and 
passion, but also participates in 
the KO band, orchestra, or choral 
programs for the entirety of his 
or her high school career at KO.

Aside from excellence in 
musical ability, the student must 
also audition for the Connect-
icut Music Educators Associa-
tion’s Northern Regional Honors 
Ensemble and must also main-
tain a place on KO’s honor roll, 
requiring a B+ academic average.

Upper School Creative 
Arts Chair Todd Millen said the 
Giamalis family established this 
merit scholarship as a way to thank 
KO for Nicholas’s great experience.

“The Giamalis family estab-
lished this scholarship as a way to 
acknowledge what they thought 
what was a great education for 
their son, Nick,” said Mr. Millen. 
“Nick was a musician, an athlete, 
a scholar. He was everything that 
KO wants in a student, and his 
family thought that KO’s music 
department did a wonderful job at 
allowing Nick to pursue his gift.”

Mr. Millen said that, even 
though Nick had been a part 
of KO since he was an Upper 

Prep student, it was not until his 
senior year that this scholarship 
was introduced and established.

“The discussions for this 
scholarship began last year, 
during Nick’s senior year when 
his mother approached us, and it 
started the conversation rolling,” 
Mr. Millen said. “Mr. Chiarappa, 
Mrs. Demers, and I all sat down 
and started flushing out ideas of 
what the criteria of this schol-
arship would be and how we 
can best honor Nick as well.”

Nick played the double bass 
throughout his time at KO, partici-
pating in the Middle School and 
Upper School orchestras, but he 
was also open to accompanying 
other ensembles, like the co-ed 
choral group, Outlook, or the all-
girls choral group, Voce Novis-
sima, whenever they needed a 
bassist for their choral pieces.

Nick was accepted in 
CMEA’s Regional  Honors 
Orchestra for four years, CMEA’s 
All-States Orchestra for three 

years, and was also accepted 
into the All-Eastern Honors 
Orchestra, which is composed of 
the best musicians in the eastern 
region of the United States. 

Beyond KO and CMEA’s 
ensembles, Nick pursued his 
musical passion in other ensem-
bles, including the West Hart-
ford Symphony Orchestra, for 
which he played for four years.

Aside from his musi-
cianship, Nick also played on 
KO’s varsity football team 
and was a Senior Advisor. 

He was also an honor roll 
student who was inducted into 
KO’s Cum Laude Honor Society 
and won academic awards 
such as “The Williams Memo-
rial Prize for Mathematics.”

Nick is currently a freshman 
studying at Brown University 
in Providence, R.I., where he 
will also continue to pursue his 
musicianship through playing 
the bass in their orchestra.

A compelling and action-
packed television series, “Alias” 
keeps viewers on the edge of their 
seats. Created by J.J. Abrams, the 
show’s five seasons were broad-
cast on television from 2001 to 
2006, but “Alias” can now be 
found on streaming services, 
like Netflix, and on DVD.

The series begins with 
the introduction of main char-
acter Sydney Bristow (Jennifer 
Garner), a field agent working 
for a supposed black ops unit of 
the Central Intelligence Agency, 
SD-6. She embarks on a variety 
of missions and completes tasks, 
such as retrieving information or 
stealing important objects, assigned 
by the leader of SD-6 and her 
boss, Arvin Sloane (Ron Rifkin).

Sydney is talented in her 
work, and all is going well until 
her father, Jack Bristow (Victor 
Garber), tells her that SD-6 is 
not, in fact, a branch of the CIA, 
and that Sydney is working for 
the very enemy she thought she 
was fighting against. When she 
realizes the magnitude of her 
predicament, Sydney decides 
to join the CIA and, in doing 
so, becomes a double agent.  

Sydney has difficulty 
realizing that she has been 
living a lie and working against 
the U.S., and she resolves to 
destroy SD-6 with the CIA.

On Sydney’s many SD-6 
missions in places all over the 
world, from Taipei to Singapore 
to Venice to Dubai to Madrid, she 
always attempts to accomplish her 
CIA countermission successfully, 

by Gabrielle Ruban ’18

by Jacob Brown ’17

Nicholas Giamalis ’16 stands with his mother and father, who have donated a 
music scholarship award. Photo courtesy of the Kingswood Oxford website. 

On a mission 
to watch ‘Alias’

Prithvi Gunturu, a junior 
at KO, has been leaving a mark 
as one of the elite musicians 
of the school. His passion and 
thrill for playing and performing 
music sets him above the rest.

The talent Prithvi possesses 
does not just happen overnight, 
as he began playing the violin 
when he was four-years old 
and has continued ever since.

When Prithvi joined the 
Kingswood Oxford commu-
nity as a freshman, he immedi-
ately explored opportunities by 
participating in the Upper School 
orchestra on campus and has 
remained a member of that group 
throughout his entire high school 
career. The orchestra is conducted 
by creative arts teacher Richard 
Chiarappa, who is also a conductor 
of the West Hartford Symphony 
and has several years of experience.

Along with Mr. Chiarappa, a 
number of people have been influen-
tial in developing Prithvi’s playing 
abilities throughout his musical 
career. None of his supporters 
is more important, however, 

than his private teacher, Janet 
Jacobson, as well as his mother. 

“My biggest  mentors 
over my music career have been 
my private teacher, Mrs. Janet 
Jacobson, and my mom,” said 

Prithvi. “I have been studying 
with Mrs. Jacobson for the last 
six years at the Hartt School of 
Music. While Mrs. Jacobson has 
been the one to teach me how to 
play the violin, all of my motiva-
tional support has come from my 
mom, from telling me to practice 
to getting me ready for auditions.”

Prithvi’s presence in the 
orchestra is one that does not 
fly under the radar. Many of 
the orchestra members said 
they have all had great experi-
ences with Prithvi and have even 
commented on how he always 
shows up to practice with opti-
mism and a smile on his face. 

“Playing alongside Prithvi 
has been an enjoyable experi-
ence,” said junior Ryan Goss. 
“He is someone I look up to in 
the orchestra, and, being that he 
has played for many more years 
than I have, his talent is one that 
I strive to acquire in the future.”

Abby McGuire, a senior and 
four-year member of the orchestra, 
has witnessed a lot of musical talent 
during her time at KO. This veteran 
musician recognizes when a musi-
cian contributes to the group as a 

without the attention or suspicion 
of SD-6. Her countermissions 
and tasks are assigned to her by 
her CIA handler, Michael Vaughn 
(Michael Vartan). Though Sydney 
is at first wary of Vaughn and 
his competence in his work, she 
eventually begins to trust him and 
they develop a strong connection.

Another significant element 
of the series is the search for and 
possession of writings and artifacts 
made by an ahead-of-his-time and 
prophetic fictional thinker of the 
Renaissance, Milo Rambaldi. A 
variety of intelligence agencies 
are determined to bring together 
the pieces of Rambaldi’s puzzle 
and determine his endgame.

Although Sydney success-
fully eliminates SD-6 in the second 
season, the suspense and action are 
far from finished. The series opens 
up to include more characters and 
more intelligence organizations, 
such as The Convenant, and later, 
Authorized Personnel Only (APO).

S y d n e y ’ s  c o m p l i -
cated and conflicted relation-
ship with both her mother and 
father and her distrust of them 
show the key theme of parent-
child relationships in the show.  

Another theme emphasizes 
deception and lying to loved ones. 
Sydney must keep her triple-life 
a secret from her friends, or else 
they will be killed. Furthermore, 
the toll Sydney’s work takes on her 
is significant and she endures many 
emotional hardships on the job.  

As much as she tries to 
keep her work separate from her 
personal and home life, her identity 
is a crucial part of her work.  Can 
Sydney’s many aliases save her?

by Tara Kilkenny ’17

“While Mrs. 
Jacobson has 
been the one to 
teach me how to 
play the violin, 
all of my moti-
vational support 
has come from my 
mom, from telling 
me to practice to 
getting me ready 
for auditions.”
– Prithvi Gunturu

Prithvi plays in the Kingswood Oxford orchestra. Photo by Angie Delucia’18.

whole. “Prithvi is a very dynamic 
player,” said Abby. “Although he 
is not a senior, he is a leader in the 
group and is not afraid to speak up 
for the greater good of the group.”

Prithvi uses his musical 
talents as an escape from the busy 
life of a Kingswood Oxford student. 
He said he also likes the fact that 
music is a different type of learning 
that the classroom does not teach.  

“I love playing instru-
ments because it lets me do 

what I can't do through writing 
or speaking,” said Prithvi. “Also 
I have fun playing the violin.”

Prithvi’s years of training are 
not something he wants to throw 
away after he graduates from 
KO, but he also does not want to 
make playing the violin his only 
focus during his time in college. 

“I do plan on playing the 
violin in college,” said Prithvi, “but 
I only want to play in the school's 
symphony or chamber group.”
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Carolyn paints her way to success

In between classes and 
extracurriculars such as the KO 
News, United Students, and Model 
UN, senior Carolyn McCusker 
is probably painting. Carolyn is 
this issue’s Artist of the Month.

Carolyn discovered her 
passion for art in middle school 
where she was able to explore 
her interests, she said.  “We were 
able to do whatever we wanted, 
and I really liked trying out 
different mediums,” said Carolyn.

 Carolyn continued to follow 
her art interest at KO. During her 
freshman year, Carolyn took the 
Introduction to Studio Art course, 
and during sophomore year she took 
Sculpture. One of the challenges 
faces is finding the time for art.  

“For me, it has been hard to 
fit art classes into my schedule,” 
she said. “Even sophomore year, 
sculpture would not have been 
my first choice, but I took it just 
so I could actually take an art 
class that fit in my schedule.”

Carolyn also faced this 
problem during her junior year. 
“Last year I just ended up doing 
an independent study with Mr. 
Scranton and Mr. McDonald,” 
she said. Carolyn said there 
were positive and negative 
aspects of making this choice. 

“It was nice because I could 
decide what to do, but it was very 
hard to make time for the class when 
I wasn’t on a specific schedule 

and I did not have other students 
taking the class with me,” she said.

Creative Arts teacher Greg 
Scranton first worked with Carolyn 
last spring during her independent 
study, which mirrored the Portfolio 
Prep course, Mr. Scranton said. 

In this independent study, Mr. 
Scranton said they focused more 
on developing the content of her 
work as opposed to her technique. 

As a result, their class 
was very discussion-based, for 
example, talking about the purpose 
of art and how one can communi-
cate different messages through art. 

Mr. Scranton said discussion 
and critiques pushed Carolyn to 
go outside of her comfort zone in 
regard to the content of her work. 

“She is starting to think 
beyond just representing what is 
in front of her and instead thinking 
more imaginatively about what she 
is painting,” he said. “Although 
she did not make a ton of work 
with me, she definitely grew as an 
artist in terms of her approach to 
art making, which is super exciting 
from a teaching standpoint.”

Mr. Scranton said Carolyn 
finished a painting last summer 
of a woman with flowers on her 
head that partially cover her face 
and bees swarming. Carolyn said 
this is one of her favorite pieces. 

“An oil painting I did this 
summer is one of my favor-
ites,” Carolyn said. “Recently, 
I have been trying to do more 
painting with color because I 

was tired of doing mostly black 
charcoal drawings for so long. 
I loved using oil paints for this 
painting because of how opaque 
the paint can be and how much 
more vibrant the colors are.”

Another one of Carolyn’s 
favorite pieces is a charcoal 
self-portrait that was actually 
submitted for the Scholastic Art 
and Writing Awards last year. 

Although she had to make 
multiple drafts, she said she was 
very happy with the outcome. 

“I  l iked the perspec-
tive and the texture on the 
final product,” Carolyn said, 
“and at the time charcoal was 
a pretty new medium for me.”

However, Carolyn said she 
has developed a new style now 
that she is currently exploring. 

“While I’m still really proud 
of those pieces, I’ve moved on 
from that style a bit,” she said. 
“Right now I’m working on a 
more abstract painting, and in 
general, I want to be able to do 
more abstract and conceptual art.”

W h i l e  h e r  s t y l e  i s 
different from those of artists 
like Picasso and Matisse, these 
are Carolyn’s favorite artists. 

“I got to see the Picasso and 
Matisse museums in France a few 
years ago, and I loved it. I love what 
they do with perspectives and point 
of view. I feel like that inspiration 
is not reflected in my art, however, 
because my style is totally 
different from theirs,” she said.

Mr. Scranton said he 
is excited to see where Caro-
lyn’s  ar t  takes  her  next . 

“I think what is interesting 
is that she has a real talent,” he 
said, “but I have never had the 
opportunity to teach her in an 
official class. It is unique because 
I do not get to see how she does in 
relation to other students or direct 

prompts, but her approach to art is 
continuing to grow and develop 
and that is very exciting to watch.”

Carolyn said she continues 
to pursue and improve her art 
skills and techniques in college. 
“Art is really therapeutic for 
me, so I plan on continuing it in 
college,” she said. “However, I do 
not see myself majoring in art.”

by Sasha Bash ’17

One of Carolyn’s pieces, her favorite oil painting.  Photo by Greg Scranton.

Cook comes to KO as 
Goodman Banks artist
by Gabrielle Ruban ’18

For over four decades, KO’s 
Goodman Banks Series has annu-
ally welcomed a diverse collection 
of artists to present their art and 
to work with students. It is tradi-
tion that he Goodman Banks artist 
comes to KO and  gives an intro-
duction at an assembly, then attends 
art classes and works with students 
within the KO community. This 
year’s artist, Brett Cook, will be 
coming to KO on Friday, Oct. 28.

Mr. Cook is a multifaceted 
artist whose portfolio includes 
pieces in drawing, painting, 
and photography. Aside from 
creating museum and exhibi-
tion works, Mr. Cook incor-
porates his love for teaching, 
spirituality, and public speaking 
by developing public projects. 

These public projects are 
usually community workshops 
and collaborative art missions in 
which people can come together 
and utilize music, theatrical perfor-
mance, and visual arts as an escape, 
a creative outlet, and a healing 
from the troubles of daily life.

Teaching has been a large 
part of Mr. Cook’s life, even 
while still in college. He began 
his teaching career at Jefferson 
Child Development Center, 
Kieler Middle School, and the 

Bayview Child Development 
Center in San Diego, Calif. 

While studying for his 
bachelor’s degree, Mr. Cook 
spent time teaching general 
education for preschool and 
elementary school students.

After graduating college, 
Mr. Cook began working at 
Berkeley High School, where 
he not only coached varsity 
lacrosse, but also created an 
arts program in which students 
created multimedia art with 
historical and societal influences. 

When Mr. Cook migrated 
from the West Coast to the East 
Coast in 1994, he received certi-
fication in conflict resolution 
education and was involved in 
various programs and institu-
tions, including New York’s 
Manhattan-based Sponsors for 
Educational Opportunity and the 
Chelsea-based Satellite Academy.

Mr. Cook has also taught and 
lectured in college and graduate 
school settings including, Harvard 
Graduate School of Education 
and San Francisco Art Institute. 

For over two decades, Mr. 
Cook has traveled internation-
ally to learn from diverse groups 
of people and inspire creativity 
through art projects that incor-
porate elements of political 
thought, social justice, educational 

philosophies, spirituality, cultural 
identity and personal identity.

Mr. Cook’s most recent 
collaborative project was with 
the Sharing Culture smART-
power Collaborative Project. 
Supported by the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Bureau of Educa-
tional and Cultural Affairs and 
the Bronx Museum of the Arts, 
Mr. Cook and several other solo 
artists and artist teams traveled 
worldwide, initiating workshops 
that engaged locals to come 
together through the visual arts. 

Mr. Cook, in particular, spent 
a lot of time in Nigeria’s Lagos and 
Ibadan. There he worked directly 
with the students of Ibadan’s All-
Saints College, allowing them to 
go beyond the school’s teaching 
styles for subjects like art. At 
the end of his time in Ibadan, the 
local community also created a 
mural that signified harmony, 
hope, friendship, and the self-
identity of the Nigerian locals.

Through all his curric-
ulum developments, teaching 
occupations, and collabora-
tive projects, Mr. Cook said he 
hopes to incite a curiosity for 
learning and self-discovery. 

Mr. Cook has spent the 
past week visiting KO’s various 
drawing, painting, and photog-
raphy classes to work with students.

Five KO students and one 
KO alumna are appearing in the 
new Connecticut Public Television 
mystery series “The Cobblestone 
Corridor.” The half-hour, five-part 
series, which debuted on Sunday, 
Oct. 16, will air on Connect-
icut Public Television at 7:30 
p.m. Sundays through Nov. 13.  

Filmed last spring at the 
University of Connecticut Law 
School in Hartford and the Ethel 
Walker School in Simsbury, the 
series depicts the efforts of a group 
of intelligent and diverse student 
newspaper staffers to investigate a 
series of mysteries at a prep school.

The show was written, 
directed and produced by Erik 
Bloomquist, who also plays the lead 
role of Allan Archer in the series. 

KO seniors Shelby Fairchild, 
Peyton Moore and Tim Bucknam, 
junior Adam Ovian, sophomore 
Janvi Sikand and 2016 KO grad-
uate Emily Kirton play small roles 
or serve as extras in the series.

They became involved in 
the product last winter when Mr. 
Bloomquist emailed private school 
theater directors in Connecticut, 
asking for volunteer actors.  

Shelby said that she really 
enjoyed the whole experience. “It 
was a very enlightening experi-

ence,” she said. “I want to pursue 
a career in film acting so it was 
very helpful to get to know what 
shooting a TV show is like.” 

 Janvi said some aspects of 
the filming process were tiring. 
“It involved a lot of sitting in one 
place and doing the same things 
over and over again. I can say 
I had fun and learned a bunch; 
I never knew what went into 
creating a professional TV show.” 

Senior Tim Bucknam said 
that, even though he was an extra, he 
enjoyed the experience. “I learned 
a lot about the professional film 
world, but I also forged numerous 
friendships on set,” he said.

Episodes Nos. 3 and 4 will 
air at 7:30 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 
30 and Sunday, Nov. 6, respec-
tively. The first four episodes will 
be rebroadcast on Sunday, Nov. 
6, followed by the final episode.  

by Ishaa Sohail ’20

Senior Shelby Fairchild plays chess 
girl No. 2 in first episode of the show.

‘Cobblestone’ series 
paved with KO kids
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With the hype of college 
in full force for seniors, many 
of them have plenty of unfor-
tunate regrets and road-tested 
advice to share with the juniors 
just beginning the process.

The  mos t  f requen t ly 
mentioned piece of advice from 
seniors can be summed up in two 
words: Start early. Whether early 
pertains to looking at schools, 
writing the college essay, or simply 
earning good grades, the consensus 
seems to be that doing it sooner 
rather than later is for the best.

Senior Rebecca Richard said 
that, now that she is in the thick 
of the college process, she wishes 
she had been more proactive, and 
would tell juniors to be the same.  

“Get started early because 
I regret it so much,” she said. 
“Like, if I started thinking 
about what I should write about 
[for the essay], I wouldn’t be 
freaking out and having break 
downs as much as I am. It feels 
rushed. It’s not quality work.”

Not only does starting early 
help to decrease stress and craft 
quality work, but getting ahead also 
allows seniors to create a list that 
will help when choosing a college. 

Senior Tara Kilkenny 

. . . don’t overdo it,” she said.  
How can one maintain 

this precarious balance? Senior 
Peyton Moore said she has a solid 
roadmap for how to balance rigor 
and enjoyment. “Don’t take classes 
just take to take classes. Take the 
classes that you want to take, but 
take hard versions of them because 
then you have a bunch of free 
periods to work on stuff you’re 
actually interested in,” she said.

However, college isn’t just 
about grades and classes. Anybody 
who has ever been on a college 
tour has heard the word “holistic.” 
There are other qualities of a 
student that are of equal impor-
tance to take under consideration.

Applying to college can be 
a stressful time. With the pressure 
to keep grades up, other activi-
ties and passions can fall to the 
wayside. However, a lot of seniors 
suggest that this is not a good 
way to think about high school. 

Although it may seem 
harder to balance academics and 
another passion, senior Bonnie 
Steinberg argues that it ultimately 
makes life easier and healthier. 

“Find something that you 
really love doing to be your outlet, 
so that when you get really stressed 
you have something you love to do, 
and de-stress with, and is produc-

tive to your future,” she said.
Senior James Witt agrees, 

although he takes it a step further, 
arguing that other extracurriculars 
and passions are more than just a 
de-stresser. He said that they might 
just be the key to college. “Start 
thinking about what’s important to 
you, what you’re most proud of,” he 
said. “Most importantly, remember 
that you are unique, and you have 
something amazing to offer that 
nobody else can, and make that 
part of you shine throughout 
your college application.”

Senior Matt Lord agrees. 
He said that following his passion 
and playing tennis actually helped 
him get into college ahead of 
schedule, since he has committed 
to the University of Virginia.

For people pursuing sports in 
college, senior Alex Cahill recom-
mends talking to coaches. “Keep 
emailing coaches even if they don’t 
respond right away, and to make 
sure to keep in contact with coaches 
even after they respond,”he said.

If all of this advice suddenly 
feels overwhelming, seniors said 
that that’s the last thing they 
want: freaking out doesn’t help. 

Senior Amanda Civitello 
said she remembers sitting in 
Roberts, and listening to freshmen 
freaking out about college. 

Although college is important, 
working yourself up into a panic 
attack is the last thing you should 
be doing. “Don’t freak out,” she 
said. “If a college doesn’t want 
you, you shouldn’t want it.”

If college is already a major 
concern, but thinking about majors 
and deadlines triggers  panic mode, 
here is one low stress thing that 
you can do: talk to your college 
advisor! “Your college advisor 
is your friend,” said senior Jane 
Shafer. “Do not be scared of 
them. They are here for you.”

Senior Samantha Dibacco 
admitted that she practically sched-
ules an appointment every week. 
She said that college advisors aren’t 
scary and they won’t be annoyed 
to meet with people. In fact, 
they’re thrilled to talk to students!

Whenever senior Rose 
Esselstyn worries about the college 
process, she said she remembers a 
simple saying her dad often repeats: 
“Ride hard and take chances.” 

A cool collage of college advice 
recommends doing so, from 
her own experience. “When in 
doubt, you should visit [colleges] 
early because you don’t know 
how it’s going to go. So that 
way you can kind of figure out 
what you want sooner,” she said.

Many seniors said there is 
no such thing as too early. Senior 
Meredith Ferris said she suggests 
being aware of your grades even in 
freshman year, because that GPA 
matters during the college process, 
and nobody ever told her that.

It’s not all just about starting 
early; seniors said that class 
choices matter too. Senior Emma 
Fisher said she recommends 
finding a steady balance that will 
impress but not  weigh on you. 

“When you’re choosing 
your classes for senior year keep 
in mind how busy you’ll be in 
fall and keep in mind your rigor 

by Vivian Goldstein ’17

English teacher Meg Kasprak 
is sitting in her office, typing away 
at her computer. Several students 
are there too, hard at work. 
Behind Mrs. Kasprak is a library 
of books covering her entire wall.

The room is also decorated 
with Shakespeare swag. There are 
Shakespeare toys, games, rugs, 
posters, and anything else Shake-
speare-related you can imagine.

Mrs. Kasprak has always 
been an English and Shakespeare 
nerd. In eighth grade, she fell in 
love with Shakespeare when she 
saw the Franco Zeffirelli adapta-
tion of “Romeo and Juliet,” which 
came out in 1968, five times. 

“Even though I didn’t neces-
sarily get everything, ” she said, 
“I knew I liked the language.”

Mrs. Kasprak decided to take 
her love for literature and kids to 
study English at Colgate University.

“I knew I had no interest in 
business or law, ” she said, “and 
I also loved reading and talking 
about books all the time. Also, 
I had no aptitude for science.”

Mrs. Kasprak also said 
she loved working as a camp 
counse le r,  so l id fy ing  her 
interest in teaching English.

In her time here at KO, Mrs. 
Kasprak has taught ninth grade 
regular and honors, 11th grade 
regular and AP, 12th grade AP, 
spring electives, and Shakespeare.

And we’re back to Shake-
speare. If you’ve been in Mrs. 
Kasprak’s class before, you 
might know that “Hamlet” is 
her favorite play. “It is the most 
layered and complex Shakespeare 

The sun rising later and 
setting earlier may dim the sky 
during the fall, but the outfits 
around for the season are sure 
to brighten up the darker days.     

One thing is for sure, certain 
styles are coming back. The choker 
necklace from the past seems 
to be back in more styles than 
ever, according to KO students.

Another style coming 
back is the bomber jacket, said 
Junior Lily Hammer. The manne-
quins seen on any trip to the 
mall further advertise this trend. 

Not only are styles coming 
back, but some seem never 
to fade. Almost all girls inter-
viewed mentioned the classic 
fall look of leggings and over-
sized sweaters or flannels. 

A stylish addition to your 
outfit can be fake glasses. If 
you find yourself wondering 
why everyone around campus 
has suddenly experienced dete-
riorating vision, it is most likely 
because of the fake glasses 
trend circulating around KO. 

Senior Isabel Kaufman 
described the draw of this trend 
perfectly. “I wear fake glasses 
when I feel like my outfit is 
missing something or they just 
go with the look,” she said.

Another trend mentioned by 
junior Angie Delucia is scarves. 
She said they could liven any outfit.

As for guys, it is no surprise 

that every guy interviewed 
gave the same answer: Tims.

H o w e v e r,  w h e n  n o t 
s t r u t t i n g  a r o u n d  c a m p u s 
in Tims, junior Ryan Goss 
mentioned the trend of joggers. 

However, when asked about 
fall trends, not everyone’s mind 
went straight to fashion. When 
asked about latest fall trend, 
Anthony immediately responded 
“Homework,” followed by 
Ryan’s answer of “hard work”.

Even as chilly autumn winds 
cool down the weather, exciting 
and cozy new fashion trends are 
sure to warm up your fall spirit.   

Bard’s biggest fan  
by Neil Hemnani ’18

Meg Kasprak with her two favorites: Shakespeare and Fardels the bear. Photo 
by Angie Delucia’18.

by Olivia Rossi ’18

Seniors Faith Pease and Rose Essel-
styn rock fall trends. Photo by Angie 
Delucia ’18.

“If a college 
doesn’t want you, 
you shouldn’t 
want it.”   
             – Amanda                   
                Civitello

“Your college 
advisor is your 
friend!”                 
 – Jane Shafer

Fall in love 
with fashionplay,” she said. “I find some-

thing new every time I teach it.”
On the other hand, Mrs. 

Kasprak said she enjoys watching 
Shakespeare comedies on stage, 
but she doesn’t like reading them 
or teaching them in class as much.

“I’m not a fan of teaching 
comedies because you have to 
explain all the jokes,” she said. 
“To do a comedy in the classroom 
takes some of the fun out of it.”

Although she doesn’t really 
enjoy comedies in the classroom, 
Mrs. Kasprak said she still enjoys 
teaching his more serious work. 

“The best part is convincing 
kids that the they can understand his 
work and like him. They all think 
it’s hard,” she said. “There’s not a 
better play for kids than ‘Hamlet.’”

Among al l  those she 
collects, you may wonder, 
what  a re  Mrs .  Kasprak’s 
favorite Shakespeare relics?

“The rug [in my office] 
was a present from my husband, 
and I love that,” she said.

She’s also fond of a Shake-

speare jack-in-the-box given 
to her by a former student. But 
Former English Department 
Chair Kathy Lynch gave her 
Fardels the bear, her ultimate 
favorite. Fardels the bear’s name 
is based on the line from Hamlet: 
“Who would fardels bear?”

Mrs. Kasprak has loved 
Shakespeare’s work for many 
years, and she said his work has 
had a significant impact on her.

“Shakespeare changed my 
life!“ she said. “Everything about 
Shakespeare makes me happy.“

Still, Mrs. Kasprak’s love 
of Shakespeare is not her only 
passion. Apart from Shake-
speare, Mrs. Kasprak said she 
also enjoys being outdoors, espe-
cially in the fall and winter.“I 
like skiing and hiking. Anything 
that takes me outside,”  she said.

Next time you walk into 
Mrs. Kasprak’s class or office, 
remember to take a close look at 
her Shakespeare collection; see 
if you can spot the jack-in-the-
box, or even Fardels the bear. 
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Head Senior Advisors 
Michael Loughran and Faith 
Pease take on their new respon-
sibilities with a smile on their 
face as they walk through the 
KO Middle School halls with 
the new Upper Prep students. 

“A senior advisor serves as 
someone who can help introduce 
sixth graders to KO,” said Michael. 
“It’s very important to be a good 
role model for them, but you 
also need to be a friendly person 
they can talk to and always help 
them out if or when they need it.”

Acting as a second advisor 

Student leaders of the month: 
Michael Loughran & Faith Pease
by Isabel Kaufman ’17

Head senior advisors smile for the camera. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

to these young sixth graders, 
Michael and Faith both agree 
that they are able to help the 
students in any way they need. 

Whether it be an  academic, 
athletic, or even social issue, our 
senior advisors are there to guide 
the younger kids, providing them 

with a – hopefully – seamless tran-
sition into both the Middle School 
and the larger KO community. 

Aside from the sixth 
graders learning and looking up 
to our seniors, Faith explains 
that she is able to learn a 
great deal from her advisees. 

“It’s a really great experi-
ence because they have so much 
joy for life and, during senior 
year, when everything feels so 
overwhelming, it is nice to be able 
spend time with your advisees who 
are so excited to see you,” she said.

Behind the scenes, Michael 
and Faith, set up meetings with 
Upper Prep Form Dean Andy 

Carr to either plan upcoming 
events for the sixth graders or just 
talk about how things are working 
out. If Mr. Carr needs to inform 
the larger group of senior advi-
sors about a plan or idea, these 
two leaders here are the seniors 
he relies on to spread the word. 

Side by side with senior 
Julia Goldsmith, Michael works 
with Middle School  math 
teacher Kelly McDonough 
and her sixth-grade advisees. 

Both Michael and Julia 
are happy with where they 
were placed because of Ms. 
McDonough’s easy-to-work-with, 
friendly, and outgoing personality. 

L u c k y  e n o u g h  f o r 
Faith, she was placed with her 
squash coach, Mr. Carr, and his 
group of Upper Prep students. 

Faith says she really enjoys 
working with him because he 
maintains a good balance between 
when he needs to be serious and 
authoritative versus when he is 
joking around with his advisees. 

Not only taking part in 
their Senior Advisor role while 
in the Middle School building, 
Faith and Michael explain 
that they see their advisees all 
around campus whether they 
are passing by in the cafeteria or 
walking around campus outside. 

“When I see them in the 
cafeteria and they give me a high 
five or just say hi, it’s a great 
feeling! I feel so honored to be 
able to help them navigate this first 
year of middle school!” said Faith. 

Between the difficult senior-
year schedules and first-semester 
college stress, Michael and Faith 
say they can speak for many of 
the other advisors when saying 
that seeing the smiling faces of 
their sixth grade advisees can 
immediately brighten up the day. 

Both of these hard-working 
seniors say they love this new role 
they have taken on and cannot 
wait to spend the rest of the 
year with their advisee groups.

Fashionista of the 
month: Ben Putterman
by Isabel Kaufman ’17

Senior Ben Putterman real-
izes – along with many others in 
the KO community – that he has 
stepped up his style this year, and 
blown it out of the park in the 
fashion department. Ben says that 
he is not necessarily inspired by 
any individual, but this school year 
he decided it was time for a change. 

“I decided to start trying to 
become more fashionable and try 
harder with my outfits,” said Ben.

Fashionista Ben poses for the 
camera. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

This newly found fash-
ionista describes his perfect and 
ideal outfit as a pair of khaki 
joggers, navy blue sneakers to 

match his navy blue sweater or 
vest, a maroon button down, 
and his favorite maroon hat. 

Ben truly believes that 
keeping it simple yet stylish, 
and matching different items of 
clothing is key. “I would suggest 
keeping it simple and just wear 
the basics. To me it’s just about 
the combination of colors to 
make my outfits better,” he 
said. “Also layering different 
pieces of clothing helps the sty.”

We can thank Ben’s group 
of friends for their “constructive 
criticism,” inspiring our newly 
trendy student to make this change 
in his wardrobe. He says he really 
wanted to prove, not only to his 
friends, but to the whole school, 
that he can make better fashion 
choices, and dress in chic attire. 

Ben describes his favorite 
footwear as navy blue Nike Roshe 
Runs because “navy sneakers 
always complete the outfit.”

Due to his thought process 
in keeping outfits simple, Ben does 
not wear many accessories on a 
day-to-day basis. He does usually 
have a rubber bracelet around his 
wrist, and a hat in his hand, but 
considering they are not in dress 
code, hats usually take part in  both 
his weekend and after-school attire.

“Ben really has stepped up 
his fashion game this year. He 
looks very stylish on a day to day 
basis and dresses much better 
than he has in the previous years,” 
said senior Michael Loughran. 

The stylish student says he 
is happy with his newfound ward-
robe because he looks trendy and 
put together every day and receives 
many compliments from his 
fellow Wyverns around campus.

Feedback (home)coming in
For some, homecoming 

weekend is a chance to come 
back and visit KO; for others, an 
opportunity to show school spirit 
and cheer on our sports teams; 
and for most, it is a fun time to 
spend the evening dancing with 
fellow Upper School students. 

This year, homecoming took 
place on Saturday, Oct. 15. After 
exciting wins by the girls soccer 
team and the football team out on 
the field, students gathered in the 
cafeteria for the semi-formal dance. 

For younger students, such 
as sophomore Ayla Schumann, 
who came to KO this year, home-
coming was an opportunity to get to 
know the student body as a whole. 

Ayla said that this was 
her first time attending a home-
coming dance, and that, though 
she initially did not plan to go, her 
friends convinced her to take part. 

Ayla said that she enjoyed 
the dance because it gave her 
a sense of student life at KO. 
“Dancing with my friends and 
meeting new people was an 
awesome way to start out the 
year at a new school,” she said. 

For others, this year’s 

by Emma Smith ’18 dance was their last experience 
with homecoming at KO. Senior 
Hannah Ferraro said she appreci-
ated the opportunity to dance with 
her friends, especially during a 
stressful time in the college process. 

“It was really fun to hang 
out with everyone” she said, 
“and to see everyone dressed up.” 

However, Hannah also 
said that the night was bitter-
sweet. “It was a little sad real-
izing that it was the last one I 
would be going to,” she said. 

Sophomore Isa Raymond 
said she particularly appreciated 
the chance to spend time with her 
peers, apart from the classroom 
environment. “It was a nice way to 
get a break from all the workload 
and have a time where you can 
let loose and have fun,” she said.

Though many students 
said they enjoyed themselves, 
others were not as impressed 
with this  year ’s  dance as 
they have been in past years. 

Hannah said that she felt the 
music was much worse this year 
than the other dances she has been 
to; other students were upset that 
the DJ played country music, which 
does not lend itself to dancing. 

Junior Prithvi Gunturu 

said he was surprised that not 
very many people attended; 
even though initially over 100 
people were there, the event 
quickly began to empty out. 

“About halfway through the 
dance,” he said, “most of the people 
who attended just left, and the room 
was pretty much empty. It didn’t 
really have the homecoming vibe 
where everyone was really into it.” 

In the future, students said 
they plan to fix the issues they 
encountered with homecoming 
this year. Many said they would 
rather have spirit week before 
homecoming, to build excite-
ment for the dance, though unfor-
tunately that was not possible 
this year because of scheduling 
difficulties due to holidays. 

Others proposed giving the 
DJ a playlist of songs from a Google 
Document that every student could 
have the chance to contribute to, 
so that the music might be better. 

Next year, a new group of 
nervous freshmen will experi-
ence their first high school dance, 
and another class of seniors 
will be able to come watch their 
old teams compete; and so, the 
exciting KO tradition of home-
coming weekend continues. 

Favorite fall activities
The red leaves falling while 

the piercing wind blows, and 
orange jack-o-lanterns glowing 
all call forth lovely images of the 
fall season. The “picture perfect-
ness” of fall is not only captured 
on cameras, but also taken advan-
tage of through many fall activities.

Jun io r  Ha ley  Caran-
gelo praised the atmosphere of 
the fall weather. “I like to sit 
outside in my backyard at night 
and eat s’mores because I like 
to feel the fall weather and the 
warmth from the fire,” she said.

However, sitting by the 
fire is not the only way people 
are taking in the outdoors this 
season; pumpkin and apple 

by Olivia Rossi ’18 picking is another fall favorite. 
This activity was brought up 
by juniors Jenna Mick, Lilly 
Hammer and David Arcesi, and 
freshman Sophia Kaufman. 

Another common marvel of 
the fall season is its sports. Whether 
it’s using the cool weather to play 
basketball outside like sophomore 
Sean James, or to watch football 
from the warmth of a house like 
David, fall sports are enjoyable. 

Even faculty, like English 
teacher David Hild, say they love 
the fall for the activities that are 
only popular for the short three 
months. He said his favorite 
fall activity is drinking cider. 

Lastly, when discussing 
fall, Halloween couldn’t be 
ignored by the students. Junior 
Anthony Melody said that his 
fall favorite is trick or treating. 

Also, junior Angie DeLucia 
said she combined the apprecia-
tion for fall weather and healthy 
fear of Halloween with her 
favorite activity: a haunted hay 
ride. “I go to one in N.Y. called 
the Headless Horseman,” she said. 

Wi th  the  unden iab ly 
picturesque quality of fall 
come unique activities that can 
be enjoyed indoors and out.

Sophia Kaufman goes apple picking. 
Photo by Isabel Kaufman ’17.
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Oh Lord, 
he can’t lose

Both boys and girls tennis at 
KO have, and continue to share, 
a storied tradition of winning that 
senior Matt Lord will take with 
him to the University of Virginia.

With older sisters Dayna  
Lord ’13 and Melissa Lord ’15 
perfecting their craft at Brown and 
Stanford, respectively,  younger 
brother Matt’s attending the 
University of Virginia will be a nice 
addition to the mix. On Wednesday, 
Sept. 28, Matt publicly announced 
his commitment to play Division I 

Brave Space inspires discussion

tennis at the University of Virginia.
Matt said that his quest to 

play his game at the Division 1 
one level has been a tireless one. 
“The process of getting to where I 
am now has been long and hard,” 
he said. “Hours and hours of work 
on the court and in the classroom.”

Matt attributes his motiva-
tion for sticking to the process 
to his mom. “Before she passed 
away, she told me her dream was 
for me to attend a great college,” 

This year “Our Social Justice 
Space” has been rebranded “The 
Brave Space.” The Brave Space 
is a room on campus specifically 
designated to talk about contro-
versial issues typically pertaining 
to social justice and diversity.

Director of Diversity, 
Inclusion, and Cultural Compe-
tency Joan Edwards, who runs 
the space, decided to change the 
name for a variety of reasons, the 
first of which was very simple 
comment from a student that the 
name “Social Justice Space” made 
some people feel as though they 
needed to come in with a perspec-
tive and be ready to defend it.

“That wasn’t the intention 
when I put it on the door… I wanted 
the door to be a welcoming in, an 
invitation,” said Ms. Edwards.

In order to state her inten-
tions for the room as clearly 
as possible, she realized she 
needed to change the name.

The space isn’t meant to 
make people feel defensive or 
argumentative, she said. Rather, the 
purpose of The Brave Space is just 

to have a conversation. “We need 
to have folks actually talking to 
each other,” she said. “Not at. Not 
around. Talking to. That’s where 
the brave part comes in,” said Ms. 
Edwards. “If you’re talking to me 
and I feel like what you’re saying 
to me is an assault on my person-
hood that does require bravery.”

United Students and GSA 
co-leader senior Casssandra 
T-Pederson also said that the 
renaming helps to reduce the 
stigma around the area, especially 
since it was well-known as a safe 
space. When people hear about 
safe spaces, she said, they have a 
tendency to think it’s just a place 
to attack other people and respond 
with trigger jokes. “This isn’t 
just a space where people bash 
and complain about each other in 
a safe bubble,” said Cassandra.

Ms. Edwards said the 
words “safe space” also felt like a 
misleading advertisement for the 
room. “[A safe space] can indicate 
to some people risk free, comfort-
able, and easy and what we do in 
here is not always easy,” she said.

The rebranding of the room 
in an attempt to be more inclu-

by Vivian Goldstein ’17

he said. He said that all the 
hard work paid off as his dream 
turned into reality years later.

Even with multiple offers 
from top-tier tennis colleges as well 
as top-tier academic colleges, the 
decision was an easy one for Matt.

As well as being one of the 
top 25 universities in the country, 
Virginia’s tennis program boasts 
success comparable to that of the 
Crimson Tide in college football. 
Matt also said that, most impor-
tantly, he enjoyed the feel of the 
campus and his soon-to-be team.

“I can develop the most as 
a tennis player at UVA, and the 
campus is beautiful and the vibe 
is great,” he said. “I liked the 
coaches and players there the most 
out of all the other schools, and, 
since that’s who I’ll be spending 
my time with, that was important.”

Matt knows that an injury 
can end his tennis career  and 
that’s why, even with all the 
tennis, Matt wants to use the 
opportunity to study psychology. 

“ I ’ l l  b e  s t u d y i n g 
psychology and the  g i r l s 
around campus,”  he said.

Above all, Matt said he 
wanted to give thanks to all 
the people who have helped 
make this a reality for him.

“I’d like to thank my 
parents and my sisters for making 
me the best I can be. Also, my 
coach Phil Gordon who’s been 
with me all my career,” he said. 
“I’d also like to give a special 
thanks to [Middle School History 
Chair] Mr. [Andrew] Krugman 
for being a father figure to me 
throughout my time at KO.”

by John Leuschner ’18

Senior Matt Lord smiles after 
commiting to UVA. Photo by Angie 
DeLucia ’18.

Juniors Haley Carangelo and Skylar 
Barron throw it back to the ’80’s. 
Photo by Angie DeLucia ’18.

Last week, everyone was 
breaking dress code in their bell-
bottom pants, Batman costumes, 
dinosaur-onesies, McDonald’s 
sunglasses, and everything in 
between. It was Spirit Week!

Spirit Week took place 
last  week, and the Friday 
before, with Hewett Day and 
homecoming  in  be tween .

Friday was KO Spirit Day, 
and the following five days were 
‘Merica Monday, Color Block 
Day, Would You Be My Friend If I 
Dressed Like This? Day, Fictional 
Character Day, and Decades Day.

Spirit Week is usually 
before homecoming, but Form 
Five president Noah Gibson said 
that it was necessary to move 
Spirit Week because school was 
out for two days the week before.

“We decided to take the 
momentum of Hewett Day and 

homecoming,” he said, “and carry 
that spirit over to the next week.”

Students expressed mixed 
opinions about the decision. 

“I don’t think people 
w o u ld ’ ve  ca r ed  i f  t h e r e 
were only three spirit days,” 
s a id  j un io r  J enna  Mick .

But junior Surya Ram  
disagreed. “I think it didn’t 
make a difference,” he said. 
“Everyone was still very spirited.”

Some questioned the timing. 
“I thought Spirit Week after home-
coming was kind of dumb,” said 
junior Varun Tankala, “since it’s 
supposed to build school spirit 
up for all of our home games.”

While  junior  Nata l ie 
Eckert agreed, she also thought 
that having five days was great. 
“I think the purpose of Spirit 
Week is to get everyone excited 
for homecoming, which made it 
a little pointless this year,” she 
said. “But I’m glad they did it 
after this year, so that we could 
get a full week of the fun dress 
downs and not just three days.”

O f  t h e  s i x  d a y s  t o 
show sp i r i t ,  wh ich  days 
did students like the most?

“My favorite spirit day 
would have to be the KO Spirit 
day because I really enjoyed 
representing the KO commu-
nity with my crimson and black 
attire,” said Surya, “and it was 
cool to see everyone excited 
the day before Hewett Day.”

Junior Nat Bates said his 
favorite was Fictional Char-
acter Day. “It allowed me to be 
who I wanted to be,” he said.

Junior Gabrielle Ruban 

sive, precise and welcoming,  has 
sparked a variety of opinions.

Senior James Witt disagrees 
with the naming, mainly because 
of what he says is the confu-
sion about the message the 
new name attempts to spread. 

“What’s ‘brave’ about 
walking into a room with like-
minded people and sharing an 
opinion that many others agree 
on?” he said. “What takes real 
‘bravery’ is not only bringing 
up serious issues, but talking 
about it with people who have a 
different opinion than you, who 
isn’t afraid to tear into you.” 

D e s p i t e  t h e  n a m e 
change’s intention to do just 
that, its purpose seems to have 
been lost on some students.

Junior Denny Puka disagrees 
with “The Brave Space,” opting 
for “safe space” instead. He said 
that, as somebody who is new this 
year, when he toured and saw the 
social justice space he thought it 
was really cool and that the space 
shouldn’t just abandon a name like 
“the safe space” because of stigma. 

”[It felt like] them backing 
out because they were afraid it 

would scare people. I think it should 
be called the safe space,” he said.

Other people, however, 
have more positive outlooks on 
The Brave Space. Junior David 
Marotollo said he likes the new 
name. “It encourages people 
to come in with what might be 
more controversial conversa-
tions… (it’s) not just about being 
safe but about having worth-
while discussions,” he said.

But a lot of people said that 
the room doesn’t need a name at 
all. “I think naming it in general is 
pointless.  If we advertise it for what 
it is, I think that will be what brings 
people in,” said United Students 
Co-leader senior Ryan Clifford.

Senior Alec Rossi agrees, 
but because he feels the naming 
is actually isolating. “I think 
the labelling of spaces, whether 
‘brave’ or ‘safe space,’ hinders 
campus-wide important conver-
sation because people feel their 
ideas should only be heard or 
isolated in a certain space,” he said.

But, ultimately the biggest 
question is not whether it’s liked 
or not but whether it’s effective. 

Sophomore Dan Carroll 

doesn’t think so.  “I don’t think 
it’s done a lot to bring people 
in. No matter what the name is 
people have a certain preconceived 
notion about this place,” he said.

J u n i o r  A n g e l a  Ya n g 
disagrees with Dan, defining effec-
tive in terms of her own experience 
and not by how many more people 
the name has drawn to the room. 

“I feel like people make fun 
of it,” she said. “There’s a lot of 
jokes about the brave space and 
people aren’t taking it seriously, 
but in the meantime I feel like 
it’s effective… Now it’s a brave 
space, you’ve got to be brave.” 

Ms. Edwards admits that 
it’s hard to tell if the new name 
has been effective in terms 
of bringing more people in.

“I don’t know [if it’s been 
effective],” she said. “All I know 
is that I put the intention out 
there, and I can keep speaking 
the intention because you know 
what, we’re braver than we 
think. We’re not gonna change 
anything if we don’t face it and 
we need it to for the future, your 
future, my children’s future. We 
need this. We need to be brave.”

Breaking dress code 
with Spirit Week
by Neil Hemnani ’18 picked “Would You Be My Friend 

Day?” “That’s my favorite day 
every year,” she said, “just because 
I love being crazy colorful and 
that’s the one day I can do that.”

Despite having six spirit 
days, there were some classic spirit 
days that students said they missed.

Junior Michael Gold-
schlager said that he really wanted 
Pajama Day this year, and many 
others echoed this same thought. 
“I am still a proponent of Pajama 
Day,” said junior Mackenzie Gold-
schlager. “Pajama Day is a classic.”

O t h e r s  w e r e  s t r o n g 
supporters of having a Twin Day.

“I would love to have a 
Pajama Day or Twin Day again,” 
said junior Holly Lombardi.

Natalie agreed. “Twin Day 
is by far my favorite day, and I 
wish we had had it this year,” she 
said. “It’s so fun to pick a friend 
or two and dress the same, and 
the pictures are always fantastic.”

Nat offered some different 
ideas. “Monochrome Day would 
be fun,” he said, “and Opposite 
Day would also be pretty cool.”

Senior Vivian Goldstein 
thought that something better 
could replace some of the other 
days. “On Color Block Day, so 
many people didn’t have even 
a single item in their form’s 
color and it was too difficult.”

Although we didn’t have 
some classic days like Pajama Day 
and Twin Day, students still enjoyed 
having a week to break dress code 
in all sorts of wacky ways like 
wearing McDonald’s sunglasses 
while dressed as a dinosaur.
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Symposium ‘Strouts’ their stuff

E a r l i e r  t h i s  m o n t h 
SGA elections occurred, in 
which student senators and 
class officers were selected. 

In Form Three, freshmen 
Matthew Marottolo and Jacqui 
Ouellette won the offices of 
Form Three president and 
vice president and freshmen 
Wesley Pierce and Spencer 
Shaller won senator positions. 

In Form Four, sophomores 
Josh Leshem and Dan Carroll 
were elected as president and vice 
president. The senators selected 
were sophomores Olivia Coxon, 
Jack Gao, and Andrew Holland. 

For Form Five, juniors Noah 
Gibson and Abby Eberle ar presi-
dent and vice president, and the 
senators chosen were juniors Kevin 
Augustine, Ryan Goss, Prithvi 
Gunturu, and David Marottolo. 

In Form Six, seniors Adam 
Kim and Josh Bobruff were 
elected president and vice presi-
dent. Seniors Ryan Albanesi, 
Ryan Clifford, Kayla Glemaud, 
Manisha Satheesh, and David 
Yandow were elected senators. 

Out of the 339 possible 
voters, 269 students voted for 
their respective candidates.  

This year, the SGA will be 
involved in planning, organizing, 
and funding the homecoming 
dance as well as an event that 
will take place in February, the 
Valentine’s Day carnation sales, 
the teacher appreciation, and more. 

For many of the students 
involved, SGA is more than 
a position; it is also a way to 

make an impact on the school. 
According Upper School 

English Department Chair and 
SGA Faculty Advisor Meg 
Kasprak, her advisee, Ryan 
Albanesi, appreciates his time 
as a senator for Form Six. 

“He enjoys it, has had 
experience, and wants to make a 
contribution to the school,” she 
said. “ He is delightful, respon-
sible, organized, and all of the 
good qualities that would fall 
under a senator. This includes 
all of the other kids as well.” 

The long-term goals of 
the SGA include balancing 
between planning new events and 
dealing with student concerns.

Some examples of this 
include more soap in the bathrooms, 
concerns about the dress code, and 
possibly more student spaces.

“We planned Spirit Week 

SGA elects new senators, 
class officers for this year

and also we are always welcome to 
ideas and we will consider them at 
the very least,” Ryan Clifford said.

Manisha said that she 
was inspired to run for senator 
because it is her last year at KO. 

“This is my senior year and 
I wanted to run,” she said. “In the 
past I was always too nervous 
because of the good competition, 
but now I feel like I really know KO 
and can do a good job voicing the 
opinions of the student body. This 
is my first time on SGA and I would 
really like to make a difference.” 

In the future, the SGA is 
looking to have more school-wide 
winter events and more spirit days. 
One example would be Twin Day. 

“I would really like to 
thank all the form deans for 
managing speeches and super-
vising the meetings to make this 
all happen,” said Mrs. Kasprak.   

Junior David Marottolo ‘18 and sophomore Olivia Coxon ‘19 have been 
elected to senator positions for SGA. Photo by Ali Meizels ‘19

by Jeffery Baker ’17

Winter is almost upon 
us, and with it comes the rapid 
approach of the annual Baird 
English Symposium on Friday, 
Dec. 2. Only 36 days remain until 
best-selling author and Pulitzer 
Prize winner Elizabeth Strout 
makes her debut on KO campus, 
and the Senior Symposium 
classes cannot be more excited.

English teacher Jackie 
Rubin, the teacher of this year’s 
Baird Symposium, said that 
she and her students have been 
preparing nonstop for Ms. Strout’s 
arrival. “In addition to reading all 
of her works, we are also looking 
at interviews that she’s done 
and articles about her, looking 
into her biography, and reading 
reviews about her work,” she said. 

On top of that, the students 

created a Twitter account, @
StroutSymposium, on which they 
post meaningful quotes, personal 
commentary,  and thought-
provoking questions about Ms. 
Strout’s novels as they continue 
to read them. “We were at first 
looking for a way for the two 
classes to connect,” Mrs. Rubin 
said, “and then we just decided it 
would be a nice way for the whole 
community to get involved.”

by Noah Stanton ‘17

KO students, parents, and 
alumni are all welcome to follow 
the account, and, in an exciting 
turn of events, Ms. Strout herself 
recently discovered it as well! @
LizStrout responded to one of the 
class’s tweets: “Thank you for 
the nice quote @Jackiesue15 and 
for the RT @StroutSymposium! 
And thank you all for reading.”

The Symposium students 
are also preparing for the parents’ 
book club on Monday, Nov. 14, in 
which all KO parents are invited 
to meet in the library and partici-
pate in a discussion about Ms. 
Strout’s short story collection, 

“Olive Kitteridge”. Mrs. Rubin 
said that “the students have already 
each led a discussion or activity 
about one of the chapters in Olive 
[Kitteridge]” in order to get ready 
for their leading of this event.

Although this marks the 
first year in recent years with two 
Symposium classes rather than 
only one, Mrs. Rubin said that the 
new arrangement is going well so 
far. “I think I’ve had a hard time 
getting the classes to connect, 
just because they each have their 
own personalities and are sepa-
rate, but I do love that the classes 
are small because everybody gets 
to share quite a bit,” she said. “It 
makes them much more intimate.”

Senior Sasha Bash said 
the Symposium is one of the 
best classes she’s taken at KO. 
“Having the opportunity to delve 
into a specific author’s work has 
really allowed me to explore her 
style, character development, 
and thematic elements,” she said. 

Mrs. Rubin said she also-
plans  to  reach  out  to  Ms. 
Strout  in  the  coming  weeks to 
answer any questions  she  may  
have  about her visit to King-
swood Oxford in December.

 “Having the 
opportunity to 
delve into a specific 
author’s work has 
really allowed 
me to explore her 
style.”

– Sasha Bash

The Symposium Class showcases Elizabeth Strout’s “Abide With Me.” Photo by Eng;ish Teacher Jackie Rubin.

Grandparents 
come to KO
by Adam Ovian ‘18

With its largest turnout 
yet, Middle School Grandpar-
ents and Special Friends Day 
hosted even more guests than 
students in the Middle School. 

The event, which took place 
on Wednesday, Oct. 5, welcomed  
the families and friends of students 
for a day to get a taste of what life is 
like as a KO Middle School student.  

The day’s events included 
a short assembly where families 
gathered before school started. 
The Student Government speaker 
addressed the guests, followed by 
Head of School Dennis Bisgaard. 
After the speeches, there was 
a performance by the Upper 
Prep Choraliers, a singing group 
consisting of sixth-grade musi-
cians. A reception followed.

After the assembly, grand-
parents were treated to class time 
with teachers, where they observed 
the dynamic of classes at KO. With 
packed halls and classrooms, 
Grandparents Day continued its 
tradition of strong attendance.

Seventh grader Mia Brown 
said that she enjoyed Grand-
parents Day. “It was fun day 
overall, and I loved having my 
grandparents at school. I enjoyed 
sharing my classes with them and 
showing them a day at school. 
I think it really made them feel 
special to be here.” Mia said.

Director of the Middle 
School Jane Repp said that, in 
past years, teachers have tried 
to involve grandparents in class, 
but this year they took a different 

approach. “The teachers now 
really just teach a regular class 
and the grandparents love it, 
because it means they really get to 
see their kids in action,” she said.

In addition to a new class 
layout, other changes included 
shorter and fewer classes, to 
give more time to grandparents 
to get to both periods and lunch.

Ms. Repp also said that, 
while many think that kids would 
be apprehensive about bringing 
family to school with them, in the 
end, the day is always successful. “I 
always sort of think, you know, do 
they dread it?” she asked. “Even if 
they love their grandparents, it can 
be sort of awkward, their coming 
to class...are [the students] going to 
be embarrassed? But some teacher 
was saying that for some of the kids 
in their class, that’s their best day.”

Sixth grader Sophia Brunalli  
said she enjoyed Grandparent’s 
Day as well. “Grandparent’s Day 
went great for my grandparents 
and I,” she said. “My grandparents 
enjoyed seeing how we learned and 
what the classroom environment 
was like. The schedule was espe-
cially good because we had time 
between classes to go up and down 
the stairs and to make sure all four 
of my grandparents  were  with me. 

“The part that my family 
enjoyed the most was the lunch. We 
all had different varieties of food, 
and my Papa enjoyed the ice cream. 
In the end, all four of my grandpar-
ents said that they  had a great time 
and that they will come back next 
year too. I also had I great time 
and can’t wait for next year too.” 
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Love thy neighbor: KO students,  
faculty open their hearts to Hartford
by Carolyn McCusker ’17   

 and Hannah Bash ’18

With the city of Hartford 
being so close to KO, numerous 
students and teachers have initi-
ated partnerships with schools 
and foundations in Hartford in 
order to get more involved with 
the area surrounding our school. 

 One of the amazing part-
nerships KO holds with schools 
in Hartford, is the summer 
tutoring program at the M.D. 
Fox Elementary School. For 
four weeks every summer, KO 
students from the Fox Club go 
to the M.D. Fox Elementary 
School to help children with their 
reading,writing, and math skills. 

“We work as assistants to 
the teachers doing anything from 
taking attendance to teaching 
them math,” said senior Lauren 
McPherson, who plans on going to 
Fox for her fourth year this summer. 

Jun io r  Co l in  Regan , 
also a member of the Fox 
club, said that the program has 
been growing in recent years.

 “The KO part of the 
program has grown a lot in six 
years,” Colin said. “What started 
off with four of us in Mrs. Ferris's 
car, is now up to 14 people per 
week in a KO bus, and it totaled 
about 25 people this summer.”

 Lauren said she was 
impressed by all the great 
resources Fox Elementary 
School has for its students.

  “This summer they started 
a program for after summer school 
where the kids could go swimming 
in Simsbury, go to a farm to learn 
about animals, and a lot of other 
fun activities to keep them busy 
and safe,” Lauren said. “They also 
use online computer programs to 
monitor the kids’ reading and 
math levels. These programs help 
teachers see where each student’s 
strengths and weaknesses lie in a 
different way than giving a test.”

KO students say they enjoy 
feeling they have an impact on the 
lives of children they tutor. “My 
favorite part of Fox is seeing the 
smiles on the kids’ faces when I 
walk in, because it shows that I 
am really making an impact on 
these kids lives even if it is in a 
small way,” said Colin. “A lot of 
what these kids need is just to see 
that someone cared enough to try 

and work with them. We provide 
that for them and you can tell 
that it means a lot to these kids.”

Lauren mentioned that 
the Fox Elementary students 
come from many different 
e c o n o m i c  b a c k g r o u n d s , 
which can’t be generalized.

“The economic situation of 
the Fox students is different than the 
majority of KO students,” Lauren 
said. “However, since it is a public 
school, their studejnts come from 
different backgrounds and home 
lives, making it difficult to say they 
are all in a worse economic state.” 

 Director of Diversity, Inclu-
sion, and Cultural Competancy and 
faculty advisor to the Fox Club 
Joan Edwards said that the relation-
ship the club has with the M.D. Fox 
Elementary School is amazing. “I 
want to establish meaningful and 
mutually nutritive relationships 
between our school and our public 
school colleagues and students in 
Hartford,” she said. “Relationships 
take time, effort, and patience in 
order to develop trust. I want any 
partnership that we are lucky to 
undertake with Hartford schools 
to be lasting and meaningful.”

Lauren said  that  her 
involvement in KO's Fox Club 
has expanded what she knows 
about Hartford in general.

 “I would definitely say 
that working with the kids 
for four summers has given 
me a greater understanding 
of the ci ty,’ Lauren said. 

 KO Head of School 
Dennis Bisgaard agreed with 
Lauren that this club helps people 
learn more about the commu-
nity around them. “It’s not just 
that you do good and help but it 
expands your horizon,” he said. 

 Although there is much 
student and faculty interac-
tion with Hartford, a KO News 
poll showed that many KO 
students aren’t aware of the 
economic situation in Hartford.

Two thirds of the students 
we polled did not know that Hart-
ford might be filing for bank-
ruptcy; 83 percent of respondents 
thought that the homeless popula-
tion had increased over the past 
year, when really it has decreased; 
only 42 percent of the students 
we polled correctly stated that the 
city of Hartford's unemployment 
is above the national average; 
and 33 percent of respondents 
said they thought the Hartford's 

unemployment rate was below 
the national average. In fact, at 
12.40 percent unemployment, it’s 
about double the national average. 

Campers and counselors at Camp KO pose for a photo in 2013; an anonymous donor recently gave $30,000 for inner 
city kids in Hartford to attend Camp KO for a week in the summer. Photo courtesy of Kingswood Oxford website. 

Mr. Bisgaard speaks at the breakfast at KO for the Aurora Foundation’s 100 
Men in 100 Days Initiative. Photo courtesy of Kingswood Oxford’s Facebook. 

  Mr. Bisgaard said that KO 
kids should be educated on the 
aspects of the Hartford commu-
nity. ”It’s important to be aware 
of the demographic, realities, 
and economic plight of the area 
around us,” he said.  Even though 
not all KO kids are aware of the 
economic situation in Hartford, 
SGA and other clubs on campus 
work hard to increase awareness.

T h i s  O c t o b e r ,  S G A 
decided to donate the proceeds 
from the homecoming tickets 
to Loaves and Fishes, a charity 
that “provides human services 
to the poor in Hartford, CT… 
as a step toward the larger goal 
of creating diverse, healthy, 
and self-motivated communi-
ties,” according to its website.

 I n  yea r s  pas t ,  KO 
has asked students to bring 
c a n n e d  g o o d s  t o  h o m e -
coming for a discounted ticket. 

Senior class president 
Adam Kim said that the idea to 
donate money from ticket sales 
to Loaves and Fishes came from 
Upper School English Depart-
ment Chair  Meg Kasprak.

“Mrs. Kasprak was the one 
who decided we would donate 
money to Loaves and Fishes 
after someone pointed out that 
charities preferred money so they 
could choose what they needed 
to buy the most,” Adam said. 

 Adam said that this wouldn’t 
be  the first or last year that SGA 
would use homecoming as an 
opportunity to donate to charity. 

“[This idea] is definitely 
not something new and it’s not 
something that I think we should 
ever abandon,” Adam said. “The 
only possible downside is that 
homecoming costs an extra dollar, 

“I want any 
partnership that 
we are lucky to 
undertake with 
Hartford schools 
to be lasting and 
meaningful.”

– Ms. Edwards

What started off 
with four of us in 
Mrs. Ferris’s car 
is now up to 14 
people per week 
in a KO bus

– Colin Regan

but judging by turnout, people 
are more than willing to pay, 
knowing it's for a good cause.”

Not only are KO kids and 
teachers involved with Hartford, 
but so is Mr. Bisgaard, as he 
connects with numerous schools, 
foundations, and community 
leaders in the Hartford area. 
“Unlike New York City and 
Boston, Hartford is very manage-
able due to the size, so I get to 
network,” Mr. Bisgaard said.

Mr. Bisgaard is extremely 
involved in the Aurora Founda-
tion, which is a foundation that 
empowers women and girls in 
the Greater Hartford area. This 
year Mr. Bisgaard was named 
honorary chair for Aurora’s 100 
Men in 100 Days Initiative. 

As the honorary chair, Mr. 
Bisgaard set a goal to get 100 men 
to donate $100 to the foundation 
in 100 days. On September 27, 
KO hosted a breakfast at KO for 
the Aurora Foundation. Commu-
nity leaders such as Mayor 
Bronin, who was the keynote 
speaker, attended the event. 

Ultimately, the initiative 
raised over $12,000 for the foun-
dation and was a huge stepping 
stone as it was the first time male 
community members raised money 
together for this foundation. 

Mr. Bisgaard said that this 
foundation has a huge impact on 
the community. “Raising the level 
of women has a positive ripple 
effect in the community. Aurora 
is truly a change agent,” he said.

In  addi t ion  to  being 
involved in foundations, Mr. 
Bisgaard also connects with 
schools in Hartford to try to help 

low-income students attend KO. 
Mr. Bisgaard is on the board 

of Covenant Prep, knows the head 
of Grace Academy, and collabo-
rates with the presidents at Trinity 
College and the University of Saint 
Joseph. Together, these schools try 
to coordinate plans to reach out to 
community members in the area. 

Over the past two years, 
Camp KO has given kids from 
schools in Hartford the oppor-
tunity to participate in a week 
long program. Two years ago 
the Hartford Foundation for 
Public Giving sent a letter to KO 
that said an anonymous donor 
had given KO $15,000 for low-
income Hartford students to 
attend Camp KO for a week. 

Originally 22 campers 
attended, but over the past 
summer the number increased 
to 45 campers as the donor 
increased his donation to $30,000. 

 Director of Camp KO, 
Sheri Slobin Shea, partnered with 
schools in Hartford such as Fox 
Elementary, Breakthrough Magnet, 
Covenant Preparatory School, 
Grace Academy, and Jumoke 

“It’s important 
to be aware of 
the demographic 
realities and 
economic plight of 
the areas around 
us.”

– Mr. Bisgaard

Academy. Glenn Winfree, head 
of school at Covenant Prep, said 
that Camp KO provided a great 
experience for the kids. “Some 
kids discovered a passion that 
they didn’t know they had. One 
student realized he had a knack 
for app design building,” he said. 

Overall, Camp KO has 
truly made an impact on these 
kids. As one mom told Mrs. Shea, 
“My son is on the right path”. 
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After losing their first 
three games of the season, the 
varsity football team grabbed 
their first win of the season on 
Saturday, Oct. 15, against Capital 
Preparatory Harbor School.

“The win against Capital 
Prep was what we needed,” said 
junior defensive end and wide 
receiver Jackson Meshanic. “It 
was difficult starting off the season 
with three losses. We knew we 
needed to pick our heads up and 
prepare for the rest of the season.”

Te a m  m e m b e r s  s a i d 
they’re determined and moti-
vated after beating Capital 
P rep  o f  Har t fo rd  45 -18 . 

Junior linebacker Christian 
Vitti said the victory boosted the 
team’s confidence. “Starting off 

the season with three losses was 
difficult,” he said. “We used the 
losses as motivation to push and 
work harder each practice. The 
win against Capital Prep proved 
our ability and drive to fight.” 

After the team their first 
games of the season 49-14 against 
Hamden Hall Country Day School, 
31-0 against Canterbury School and 
39-6 against King School, Head 
Coach Jason Martinez motivated 
his players to lift their heads after 
be prepared to win the next game. 

“Starting off the season with 
losses is tough,” Coach Martinez 
said. “We as a team were able 
to use the losses to better moti-
vate us. Everybody plays a role 
and each member of the football 
team contributes to the program.”  

Coach Martinez said the 
younger and rookie players 
have contributed strongly to the 
team’s efforts and determination. 

 “It has been hard this season 
adjusting after losing many great 
senior leaders and players from 
last season,” Coach Martinez said. 
“Fortunately the new additions to 
the team are determined and eager 
to get better and play each game.” 

The returning seniors and 

juniors said they’re also pleased 
and impressed with many of the 
new, young additions to the team. 

Senior offensive guard and 
linebacker Clayton Barnes said 
that the new squad members have 
provided the team with a lift. 

“The new players on the 
team have been determined and 
motivated to make their mark on 
the team,” he said. “They work 
hard every practice and have put 
n some good performances.” 

Junior running back and 
corner back Ian Britt agreed. “The 
new members of the team have 
showed hunger and fight in the first 
games of the season,” he said. “Trey 
[Williams] and Justin [Barron] 
have really stepped up and came 
out to each game ready to play.” 

Vitti  also praised the 
strong leadership and encour-
a g e m e n t  f r o m  r e t u r n i n g 
junior and senior on the team. 

“The retuning seniors have 
been stepping up in the games 
have been leaders to the younger 
players on the team,” Vitti said. 

F r e s h m e n  o f f e n s i v e 
tackle and defensive end Trey 
Williams said the juniors and 
seniors have made an impact 

this season on and off the field. 
“Many of the seniors help 

motivate the young players rest 
of the team to walk out to each 
game with a winning mentality to 
fight,” he said. “With this winning 
mentality, we strive to win the 
rest our games this season.”

Team members team said 
their expectations for the season 
are to improve on their mistakes 
from their losses and to be fully 
prepared to win each game. 

“We need to come out to 
each game strong and determined 
to win,” said Co-captain and quar-
terback Ben Tauber. “We have 

Football seeks future success 
after win against Capital Prep

to learn from our mistakes and 
improve from our losses in order 
to finish up the season strong.” 

He added that the team 
is motivated to continue their 
winning ways after beating Capital 
Prep and to finish the season strong. 

Head Coach Martinez 
elaborated on the team’s goal 
for the remainder of the season. 

“Losing the first games of 
the season is difficult, but we need 
to bounce back and continue the 
rest of the season fighting,” Coach 
Martinez said. “We will have to 
deal with the losses and use them 
to win the rest of our games.” 

Volleyball at 6-3, looks to qualify 
for New England tournament

Propelled by a talented 
offense, the girls volleyball 
team is looking for several key 
wins in upcoming matches 
to finish off an impressive 
regular season and qualify for 
the New England tournament.

With six matches to play 
before playoff cuts are made, 
the Wyverns have been working 
on improving their defensive 
play in order to compete with 
New England Class A schools. 

The rewards of their efforts 
have been competitive play 

against teams that have domi-
nated the Wyverns in the past. The 
squad has also played in several 
extremely close matches recently.

The first was an incred-
ibly competitive loss to Suff-
ield Academy on Saturday, Oct. 
1, by a score of 3-2. The loss 
was finalized in a heartbreaking 
fifth-game tiebreaker. “The 
loss against Suffield was pretty 
devastating, but our goal moving 
forward is to beat them in our 
rematch,” said senior Issie Pratt. 

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  t e a m 
rebounded quickly and defeated 
Marianapolis on Wednesday, Oct. 

5, in a resounding 3-1 victory. 
“What we’ve seen is a really nice 
upward trajectory as the season 
has progressed, which is of course 
what you hope will be the case,” 
said Head Coach Scott McDonald. 

The improvement of the 
team was readily apparent when 
the girls completed an impressive 
3-0 hot streak by blanking their 
next two consecutive opponents. 

T h e  Wy v e r n s  w o n 
3-0 against  both Cheshire 
Academy on Saturday, Oct. 
8, and Williston Northampton 
School on Tuesday, Oct. 11. 

Much of the squad’s success 
has been a result of strong leader-
ship and a hard-hitting offense, said 
Assistant Coach Carolyn McKee. 
“This is a team that has func-
tioned and grown more cohesive 
as the season has gone on…there 
seems to be better communication 
which helps a lot, because with 
that comes confidence,” she said. 

Junior Skylar Barron agreed. 
“We’ve played some phenom-
enal volleyball, great passing, 
hitting, and that’s all from chem-
istry on the court,” she said.

In a second close match, the 
Wyverns hosted Pomfret School in 
front of a large home crowd during 
Hewett Day. The match was closer 
and more competitive than the 3-1 
loss makes it seem, Pratt said. 

B a r r o n  a g r e e d ,  a n d 
went a step further, stating 

that the loss against Pomfret 
was actually the best match 
the girls have played all year. 

“Our best game of the season 
by far was Pomfret…they’re a 
very strong team and we won 
the first, then lost the next three. 
But we kept the sets within two 
points the entire time,” she said. 

Acco rd ing  to  Coach 
McDonald,  the gir ls  have 
been working hard to improve 
their defensive play, and it 
showed in the Pomfret match. 

“The  th ing  tha t  has 
improved the most is our defense, 
which has allowed us to compete 
with the stronger teams,” he said. 
“We are doing a great job now 
with what we call transition, so 
when the other team hits the ball 
at us we’re much better at transi-
tioning that into offense for us.”

One aspect of the sport the 
Wyverns in which the Wyverns 
have not needed improvement 
is their offensive skill. “We 
have a strong offense; with both 
Issie and Skylar we’re pretty 
hard-hitting, which certainly 
helps,” Coach McKee said. 

Senior Faith Pease agreed. 
“Issie, Skylar and [junior captain] 
Emma Smith are all really 
strong players and they are who 
we as a team rely on,” she said. 
“They’re such good hitters and 
Emma is an amazing setter.” 

Coach McDonald added 

by Nick Ravalese ’17

“The win against 
Capital Prep was 
what we needed.”  
        – Jackson  
           Meshanic

on praise for Smith. “Emma has 
to be mentioned because, as our 
setter, she’s involved in pretty 
much every play. She also has a 
phenomenal jump serve that has 
gotten better and better,” he said.

After the loss versus 
Pomfret, the girls defeated a 
strong Worcester Academy 
team in a decisive 3-0 victory 
on  Wednesday,  Oc t .  19 . 

This win was important for 
their chances of qualifying for post-
season play. Currently, the Wyverns 
are ranked seventh in their division 
and the top eight teams qualify. 

“I don’t think we’ve made 
New Englands since 2000,” 
Barron said, “but two critical 
matches we need to win are 
Miss Porter’s and Suffield.” 

Coach McDonald echoed 
the importance of the rematch 
against Suffield. “We have 
five more matches and then 
we get to play Suffield again,” 
he said. “It’s probably our 
biggest match of the season.” 

However, the potential 
to qualify for the New England 
tournament is not changing the 
squad’s methods or attitude. 

“The tournament  can 
certainly happen for us, but we’re 
taking it one match at a time. 
It’s still exciting when you can 
recognize that you’re working 
towards that as a potential goal, 
though,” said Coach McDonald.

Sophmore Coltrane Joseph tackles a player from Capital Preparatory Harbor 
School on Hewett Day. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

Senior Faith Pease bumps the ball to junior Skylar Barron 
in a varsity volleyball game. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

by Ryan Albanesi ’17
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Players of the

Moment:
Senior Trevor Krupp

and junior Ben Tauber

Varsity field hockey continues to 
shatter expectations this season

With the end of the fall season 
quickly approaching, the girls 
varsity field hockey team hopes 
to continue the success they’ve 
experienced thus far and finish 
the season with a winning record. 

Coming into the season, 
Head Coach Nikki Blake had 
a very simple expectation and 
goal for her team: to have a 
better season than the last. 

And they are doing just that. 
Currently, the Wyverns have won 
half of their games played so far 
this season, earning a 6-6 record. 
After a disappointing season 
last year in which KO finished 
with only two wins, the team has 
drastically exceeded expecta-
tions and is continuing to do so. 

Despite graduating several 

key players last year and having 
a somewhat small roster, Coach 
Blake believes this is one of the 
reasons why the team is experi-
encing success. “A small team 
works best for us because it 
leaves a lot of the drama and 
cloudiness out of the team 
dynamic,” said Coach Blake. 

On Wednesday, Oct.19, a 
feisty Choate squad made a visit 
to the KO campus. After falling 
down one goal, KO managed 
to draw even shortly after half-
time with a goal scored by eight-
grader forward Claire Taylor. 

Despite strong defensive 
play from senior defenseman 
Bonnie Steinberg and senior 
goalie Alexandra Burke, who 
tallied 25 saves, Choate managed 
to pull away in the second half 
by scoring two more goals. 

Although KO lost 3-1, 
Coach Blake said this was the 
best the team has played all season. 
“We gave a really good team an 
amazing effort, and it’s usually 
a shutout,” she said. “Choate is 
one of those good teams we help 
up, but the defense was very 
strong and fought all game.”

Looking to get back to 
their winning ways, KO trav-
eled to Simsbury on Saturday, 
Oct. 22 to face off against a very 
talented Westminster squad on a 
cold and rainy day. Dealing with 
the elements as well as some inju-
ries, the Wyverns were overpow-
ered and fell to the Marlets, 6-0. 

Despite losing their last 
two games, the Wyverns have 
been very successful this season. 
Senior Co-captain forward Abby 
McGuire attributes this success to 

dedication. “We have really good 
team chemistry and we’re all very 
dedicated,” McGuire said. “This 
helps us encourage each other 
and keep positive especially 
when facing very skilled teams.”

Coach Blake believes the 
senior leadership has been pivotal 
to the team’s success. “The senior 
leadership has affected the team 
in a very helpful way,” said Coach 
Blake. “They’ve done a great job 
creating a positive environment.” 

Along with relying on a 
core group of seniors on the field, 
both Coach Blake and Assistant 
Coach Sarah Thomsen agreed that 
there have been several standout 
players who have helped the 
team win and compete in games. 

They mentioned Taylor, who 
is the team’s leading scorer. “She’s 
aggressive, intense and in love 

with the sport,” Coach Thomsen 
said. Coach Blake added, “she’s 
been focused, works hard and 
absorbs everything we tell her to 
do which translates to games.” 

Once again, Coach Blake 
kept it basic when asked what 
her goals are for the rest of the 
season: “To just keep improving 
and to keep winning,” she replied. 

The Wyverns have six 
remaining games on their 
schedule, and will have to 
play their best field hockey in 
the upcoming competitions. 

On Wednesday, Oct. 26, 
KO hit the road to face Kent, a 
key faceoff against a skillful team. 

The Wyverns are away for 
the next three games and return 
home on Saturday, November 
5, to face a competitive and 
experienced Hotchkiss team. 

by Michael Loughran ’17

Senior goalkeeper Trevor Kripp leads the team on 
and off the field. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

Junior quarterback Ben Tauber’s leadership helps 
his team win. Photo by Angie Delucia ‘18.

by Kyle Zimmerman ’18         
and by Nick Ravalese ’17

Trevor Krupp
Senior Co-captain goal-

keeper Trevor Krupp drives 
the boys soccer team with his 
competitive attitude and ability 
to keep the team focused. 

Krupp started playing soccer 
early. “I started to get really inter-
ested in soccer when I was in 
middle school,” he said. “I played 
travel soccer in Farmington.”

Head Boys Varsity Soccer 
Coach Paul Wright said that he 
believes Krupp deserves the 
recognition because he worked 
for it. “[Krupp] works so hard 
in practice every day to make 
sure he is the best shot stopper 
he can be,” Coach Wright said. 

Al though  Krupp  has 
an endless list of skills he 
wants  to  improve on,  he 
said that he is working on 
his  distr ibution the most . 

“This year the team has 
been playing the ball to me in 
the back more frequently in 
order to transition from defense 
to offense,” Krupp said. Krupp 
said he will be satisfied when 
he can distribute the ball well 
enough to give the other players 
an opportunity almost every time. 

Coach Wright describes 
Krupp as a true competitor 
who refuses to give up in the 
most challenging situations. 
His positive attitude makes 
others believe, fight and keep 
competing, said Coach Wright. 

Krupp’s biggest strength is 
his ability to stop a ball shot by 

a player from the other team that 
crosses over the field in the air. “He 
takes so much pressure away from 
the defenders,” said Coach Wright. 

Several defenders agreed. 
Senior defender Drew Nemirow 
said that, whenever the defense fails 
to stop the opponent from shooting, 
they know that Krupp will have a 
good chance at stopping the shot, 
especially if that shot is in the air. 

Krupp also helps to orga-
nize the defensive back line, 
said Coach Wright. He tells them 
when they are not in the right 
place at the right time and with 
things they need to work on. 

“It is important to worry 
about other players instead of 
just focusing on yourself,” said 
Krupp. “I focus on how others 
play and tell them what to do 
differently the next time. This 
helps out the future of the team in 
both the short term and long term”

Of the 15 games and scrim-
mages played this season so far, 
Krupp has only allowed a little 
over 30 goals. On Saturday, Oct. 
15, when the boys played Pomfret 
School, Krupp had an impressive 
12 saves even though the boys 
ultimately ended up losing 4-1. 

On Monday, Oct. 17, against 
a talented Taft team, Krupp had a 
total of 15 saves and only allowed 
four goals. “Krupp sees a lot of 
action because of the inexperience 
on the team,” said Coach Wright. 

The team includes many 
underclassmen due to the loss of  
seniors last year. These players 
have talent, but are not used to 

the high- school level of play, said 
Coach Wright. The number of shots 
saved compared to the number of 
shots that go into the net is very 
impressive, especially with the 
lack of many experienced players.

Krupp said he enjoys his 
role as a captain. “I like to influ-
ence our players on and off the 
field,” Krupp said, “and I think it 
is important to keep [the athletes] 
in the right mindset when things 
aren’t going the way we want it.” 

At the moment, Krupp said 
he does not know if he will continue 
to play soccer after he graduates. 
Coach Wright and the players 
have high expectations for Krupp 
for the rest of the season. “We are 
hoping he can finish the season 
off strong and remain competi-
tive in games where we will be 
outmatched,” said Coach Wright. 

Ben Tauber
Varsity football senior  

Co-captain Ben Tauber began 
his KO varsity football career 
during his freshman year. Since 
joining the team, Tauber has 
been molded into a talented 
player, determined athlete and 
a distinguished leader, contrib-
uting to the success of the team.    

Tauber has played football at 
KO since his sixth grade year and 
has developed as a player, leader 
and person. “I have been playing 
football since I was a little and it 
has been my favorite sport since,” 
he said. “I try to always come to 
practice, ready to both improve 
myself as a player and a leader.”

Tauber has since been 
playing as the quarterback for 
KO since his freshman year. 

Head Coach Jason Martinez 
said that he is really impressed 
with Tauber’s mentality, devo-
tion to the team and determi-
nation. “I have been coaching 
Ben since his freshman year 
and have seen him develop as a 
player and leader for the team,” 
Coach Martinez said. “He has 
the mindset where he treats each 
game he plays as a new challenge 
and an opportunity to improve.” 

Tauber’s teammates are 
also impressed with his perfor-
mances and leadership this season. 

Teammate junior lineman 
Keegan Toland applauds Tauber 
for his passion and determination. 
“He is great teammate and player 
who looks to not only improve 
himself, but his team too,” said 
Toland. “He uses every practice 
as an opportunity to improve his 
passing and game awareness.” 

Junior linebacker Chris-
tian Vitti also shared his pleasure 
with Tauber’s effort and ability n 
the game. “He is always the one 
who motivates the team when we 
are down and gives it his all in 
the final quarter of the game, in 
order to ensure a win or compete 
in a close game,” Vitti said. “Ben 
has also been contributing in our 
past few games, especially in 
our win against Capital Prep. He 
made key passes and encouraged 
the team throughout the game.” 

Assistant Coach Matt 
Kocay shared his experience 

with coaching Tauber over the 
past six years. “I coached Ben 
in Middle school and have seen 
growth and development over 
the years,” Coach Kocay said. 
“He has always been a talented 
player, but his time with the 
varsity team has really improved 
his ability and role as more than 
just a player. Ben is the player who 
keeps fighting when the team is 
down and keeps competing until 
the buzzer after the final quarter.” 

Tauber has obtained great 
success on the varsity foot-
ball team, helping contribute 
to KO’s first-ever bowl game 
win at the NEPSAC Mike 
Atkins New England Cham-
pionship  Bowl  las t  year. 

“It was a great achieve-
ment and feeling winning the 
bowl game last year. I was fortu-
nate to be part of a great team 
and great season least year and 
hope to continue the success we 
achieved this year,” said Tauber. 

Tauber says that his team-
mates have helped shape him into 
the player and leader he is today. 
“The team has greatly helped 
me develop my skills and ability 
on and off the field,” he said.

Tauber and the team look 
to continue their winning ways 
after achieving their first win 
of the season against Capital 
Preparatory Harbor School. 

“It was a good win and 
what we needed as a team in 
order to establish a winning 
mentality that we hope to 
continue this season,” he said.
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Wyverns Helping Wyverns 
emerges as new fall sports option

The Wyverns Helping 
Wyverns program, a brand-new 
fall sports option for the Upper 
School, has been a smashing 
success with several seniors and 
juniors visiting the Middle School 
three afternoons a week to tutor and 
mentor in all areas of academia.

Eng l i sh  t e ache r  and 
Director of Academic Skills 
Jacquelyn Rubin created the 
program with help from Athletics 
Director Debbie Fiske, Director 
of Academic Planning Carolyn 
McKee and Associate Director for 
the Middle School Kathryn Dunn. 

However,  perhaps the 
most radical aspect of the 
new program is that it was 
offered as a fall sports option. 

“I think the sports option 
is amazing because it’s helped 
me get qualified students to 
participate,” Ms. Rubin said. 

by Ryan Albanesi ’17 Originally, Ms. Rubin 
wanted to start the program through 
her own research and knowledge 
about learning challenges, she said. 

“Since I know that students 
often learn best with and from 
each other, I started to ponder 
how to use the school resources 
to help…luckily, Mrs. Dunn, Ms. 
McKee and Mrs. Fiske were all for 
the sports option idea,” she said.

Senior Madi Kalkstein 
said that she really appreci-
ates the designation of Wyverns 
Helping Wyverns as a sports 
option because it allows her to 
help others while also getting 
ahead on her own work, she said. 

“I really like it as sports 
option because there are days that 
you work with a kid who is really 
independent, so you really just keep 
them on track and can also work 
on your own homework,” she said. 
“It’s also a nice offseason break 
for me since I play basketball all 

winter. It’s only three days a week, 
so I have time to work out and get 
ahead on my own work as well.”

Several  s tudents  said 
the goal has been less about 
doing work for the Middle 
School students and more about 
focusing on sharing good advice 
about organizational skills, 

“It’s really been all about 
helping the kids organize their 
work since it’s the beginning 
of school,” senior Julia Gold-

smith said.  “We try to make 
sure they leave the session 
with as little work as possible 
to do when they get home.”

Kalkstein agreed. “The point 
is more overall organization and 
planning, so we as tutors don’t 
have assigned subjects to help 
the kids with,” she said. “They 
come in and each time we work 
on what homework they have.”

G o l d s m i t h  s a i d  s h e 
also loves having the tutoring 
sessions count for her fall sport 
because it allows her to do the 
job the right way, she said. 

“It wouldn’t work nearly as 
well if I were trying to balance my 
sessions with a competitive sport 
with games on the weekends and 
Wednesdays,” she said. “With 
this as my sport I can focus on 
helping the kids as much as I can.

“The  Midd le  Schoo l 
students have commented on 
how they can complete their 

“With this as my 
sport, I can focus 
on helping the 
kids as much as I 
can.”
– Julia Goldsmith

work efficiently with just enough 
help, but not hovering, from the 
Upper School ‘tutors,’” she said. 

As with most new programs, 
the Wyverns Helping Wyverns 
sports option has encountered a 
few challenges, but participants 
and leaders held a meeting on 
Monday, Oct. 24 to address some 
of the issues, Ms. Rubin said. 

“The biggest concern is that 
some Middle School students aren’t 
taking the opportunity seriously 
or just have a hard time settling 
down to do their work,” she said. 

Even as the program 
continues to improve, it is already 
providing a truly fantastic oppor-
tunity for the Upper School and 
Middle School to help each other 
and stay connected. In addi-
tion, the ability to participate 
in Wyverns Helping Wyverns, 
while stil l  fulfil l ing one’s 
sports requirement, is being 
hailed as an enormous positive.

Injuries plague cross country 
midway through difficult season 
by William Gitlin ’17

The boys and girls cross 
country teams have been strug-
gling throughout the height of 
their season. KO has not been 
as successful as they might have 
wanted to be during their past few 
meets in the O’Connell Invitational 
at Cheshire School, Williston 
Northampton School, Westmin-
ster School, and Pomfret School. 

A w e e k  b e f o r e  t h e 
O’Connell Invitational, the boys 
country team had a successful 
performance in the Canterbury 
Invitational as they came in third 
out of 19 teams. Even with this 
strong performance in the Canter-
bury Invitational for the boys cross 
country team, not one individual 
on the team finished in the top 15. 

“We are at a steady state,” 
said Head Coach Fritz Goodman. 
“They came to preseason in pretty 
good shape, and it has stayed 
that way, which has allowed 
us to be successful this year.

The boys cross country team 
runs in a pack so they all finish 
together. This tactic has been a 
successful one for the boys team 
because there are eight strong 
seniors on the team who are able 
to lead the pack of runners to allow 
the team to strive for a strong finish. 

This strategy prevailed in the 
Canterbury Invitational but faltered 
against in the O’Connell Invita-
tional at Cheshire Academy, as 
the boys team came in fifth place. 

With the vast amount of 
injuries on the boys team, they 
were held back from performing 
to the level they could be if healthy, 
especially because some runners 
ran even when they were hurt. 

“We had some good perfor-
mances from some younger 
kids in the Cheshire race,” said 
Coach Goodman. “Ethan Pinkes 
came in first on the day and 
really stepped up for the team.”

The girls cross country team 
performed very well against 16 
teams in the Canterbury Invita-
tional as they came in sixth place. 
Freshman runner Maggie Eberle 
came in ninth place and eighth-
grader Abby Fernald came in 11th 
place out of 106 total runners in 
individuals. Eberle helped the 
girls cross country team come in 
sixth place by running a 21:49, 
alongside Fernald who ran a 22:06.

“It has been combination 
of new members and veteran 
runners who have consistently 
guided our team in a positive 
direction this season thus far,” 
said Coach Watson. “We have 
trained hard so now it is up to 
them to show up and perform 

well for the rest of the season.”
The girls cross country team 

ran against Williston Northampton 
School and Westminster School 
in a later tri-meet. KO did not 
place as well as they would have 
liked as they came in third out of 
only three teams; however, there 
were strong performances from 
Fernald and sophomore runner 
Katherine Mikaelson. Fernald 
ran a 21:25 while her team-
mate, Mikaelson, ran a 23:32. 

The boys cross country 
team was also not successful in 
their tri-meet against Williston 
Northampton School and West-
minster School. Even though 
the team did not perform to their 
fullest capabilities, they did 
have standout runners such as 
senior Captain Owen Cotthaus 
and freshman Ethan Pinkes. 
Cotthaus ran a 20:44 and Pinkes 
ran a 20:50 during the meet. 

“The main theme of the 
team this year has been the pack 
mentality,” Cotthaus said. “We 
work together to push each other 
both during practice and races 
to make sure the whole team 
improves in unison. One thing 
I have always loved about the 
sport is that it teaches people grit. 
Running is hard, it is taxing and 
it would be really easy to quit in 
the middle of the race. One of the 
things I can attest to is that this team 
does not see quitting as an option.”

Following the Williston 
Northampton School and West-
minster School meet, the girls 
cross country team faced off 

against Pomfret School. The 
girls lost their head-to-head 
meet against Pomfret School by 
a total of three points. The girls 
did have successful runs from 
Eberle who ran a 21:45 and came 
in second place in individuals, 
and Fernald who ran a 22:29 and 
came in third place in individuals. 

Coming up on the boys and 
girls cross country schedule is 
South Kent School and Millbrook 
School, which will be a tough meet 
as the course is very hilly. In order 
for both teams to be successful 
they will look to be smart about 
running hills and hope to come 
out with a good result on the day. 

Senior runner Adam Kim turns the corner in his cross country race against 
Pomfret School. Photo by Ali Meizles ’19.

“They came to 
preseason in good 
shape and it has 
stayed that way, 
which has allowed 
us to be successful 
this year.    
 – Coach Goodman

“It has been 
combination of 
new members and 
veteran runners 
who have consis-
tently guided our 
team in a posi-
tive direction this 
season.”

– Coach Watson
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The girls varsity soccer 
team hopes to have a strong final 
run of games in order to qualify 
for the postseason tournament.

On Hewett Day, the girls 
faced the Pomfret School and 
had one of the most exciting 
games of the weekend, ending 
with a 3-2 victory. After trading 
goals with the Griffins, the 
girls did not get down on them-
selves and continued to compete. 

“We played really well 
the last 15 minutes and our 
mental stability is why we 
won,” said senior forward 
Co-captain Sam March. 

In their following game the 
Wyverns played a very strong 
team from Choate Rosemary 
Hall. Although they created some 
opportunities, they couldn’t’ 
keep up with the quick pace 
set by the Choate team, ulti-
mately losing the matchup 4-0.

The tough loss to Choate 
did not affect the team’s winning 
mentality. After falling behind 
Westminster School in the next 
game, they were able to come 

back with three goals from 
March. The team focused on 
staying strong defensively, which 
then allowed them to have more 
offensive chances and a win 3-2.

The squad is made up of a 
wide range of freshman, sopho-
mores, and juniors, but only 
contains two seniors. However, 
both March and senior goal-
keeper Co-captain Meghan 
Dalton lead the team through 
their experience of being four- 
year members of the varsity team.

Head Coach Tracy Deeter 
praised both of them for their 
different types of leadership. 
She said March does a great job 
leading by example and everyone 
looks to her to make things happen 
when things aren’t going well. 

In addition, she said that 
Dalton has taken more of a vocal 
role on the team and helps orga-
nize the team when she is in net. 
She also praised the captains’ 
ability to deal with issues that 
do not arise on the soccer field.

In return, players said Coach 
Deeter helps them become better 
players each and every day. Even 
though she has shortened prac-

tices, Coach Deeter makes sure 
they are as efficient as possible. 

Junior defender Julia Lantieri 
talked about how she tries to just 
let them play during games. “She 
does not yell a lot during games 
because she wants us to be able to 
figure stuff out as a team which will 
help us in the long run,” she said.

In practice the team has really 
focused on defending corner kicks.  
Early in the season the team gave 
up unnecessary goals from corner 
kicks because of sloppy defending, 
so they have continuously stressed 
this problem during practices.

Dalton said the team is really 
trying to push themselves in prac-
tice and work hard throughout the 
first and second half of games. 
However, injuries have caused the 
team to have some trouble. “It has 
been really difficult to work hard 
continuously with low numbers, 
especially since we have been 
nursing some injuries,” said Dalton. 

After notching at least 10 
wins in the previous two seasons, 
the squad knows it can be done 
again. “This year’s team is defi-
nitely capable of doing that, but it 
just requires everyone to be on the 

same page because our numbers 
are limited,” said Coach Deeter.

As the end of the season 
approaches, team members say 
they want to make sure they take 
one game at a time and keep as 
many players as possible healthy. 
They believe that if they compete 

in their remaining games they will 
be tournament eligible. If the team 
qualifies for the tournament, it will 
be the girls third straight apperance. 

The girls varsity soccer 
team hopes  to  come out 
with a win from their game 
against  Hotchkiss  School . 

Girls soccer shoots for third 
consecutive postseason berth

Senior forward Co-captain Sam March shows off her skills as she drives past 
a Kent School defender on her way to two goals. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

by Ben Putterman ’17 

Boys soccer cruises past Gunnery 
amid difficult stretch of games 

The boys varsity soccer 
team continues to stay competi-
tive during games against more 
experienced teams. The team has 
many young players because of 
the loss of several seniors last year. 

“There is a good core of 
younger players who have a 
steep learning curve,” said first-
year Head Coach Paul Wright.  

Games have been nonstop 
for the boys. Starting Oct. 1, they 
have had two games a week. On 
Saturday, Oct. 8, the squad played 
Westminster School at home. With 

a goal from senior Co-captain 
midfielder Ben Putterman, they 
tied the game 1-1 with five minutes 
to play and fought to keep West-
minster from scoring once again.

 Three days later on Tuesday, 
Oct. 11, they played the menacing 
Kent School. The team lost 6-1 
but managed to put up a good 
fight. “We have been outmatched 
physically,” said Coach Wright. 
“Having a young group of players 
on the team is difficult against 
international and post-graduate 
players from other teams.” 

On Hewett Day, Saturday, 
Oct .  15,  the boys played 

Pomfret. They competed well, 
said Coach Wright. Minutes 
after Pomfret scored their first 
goal, senior goalkeeper Trevor 
Krupp sparked a counter attack 
through a long punt that bounced 
over  a  Pomfret  defender. 

Putterman chased down 
the ball and lifted it over to 
keeper to tie the game. The 
Wyverns then gave up two 
goals from individual mistakes. 

“These were not the normal 
characteristics of the players 
who had made the mistakes,” 
said Coach Wright. The inex-
perience in the young players 
showed in the final score of 4-1. 

On Monday, Oct. 17, the 
Wyverns played Taft. Their 
strategy going into the game 
was to defend as well as they 
could, said Coach Wright. 

“ [Taf t ]  has  a  superb 
record,” he said. “They have a 
very strong team so we wanted 
to compete as long as we could.” 

Taft scored early goals which 
gave them a 2-0 lead. Putterman 
scored a goal and soon the game 
was 2-1. The boys had a great 
opportunity to tie up the game, 
but the Taft goalkeeper made 
a fantastic save. The Wyverns 
continued to fight for the rest of the 
game, but Taft ended up scoring 
two more goals in the last ten 
minutes leaving KO with a 4-1 loss. 

On Wednesday, Oct 19, the 
squad traveled to the Gunnery 
School. Going into the game, the 
players had the opportunity to 
compete because they were closer 
to their level of play than many 
other schools, said Coach Wright. 

He said  that  he  was 
comfortable with the players he 
had available at the time. “We 
will have to compete to win,” 
he said, “and we will need to 
take advantage of the opportuni-
ties we create.” The boys came 
out of the game with a 5-0 win. 

Coach Wright said the 
upperclassmen on the squad have 
overall positively influenced the 
team as a whole. He pointed out 
several specific players, each 
with his own combination of 
leadership and athletic skills. 

Krupp has managed to keep 
the team in games, said Coach 
Wright. His impressive number 
of saves per game keeps the team 
in a positive mindset, even when 
things are not going as planned. 

“We are so lucky to have 
such a good goalkeeper,” said 
Putterman. “He makes an unbe-
lievable amount of saves and 
always has one or two jaw- 
dropping saves each game.” 

C o a c h  Wr i g h t  a l s o 
mentioned senior defender 
Drew Nemirow as a player who 
stood out. Nemirow has been 

Freshman defender Jack Risley launches the ball down the line in Hewett Day   
match up against Pomfret. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

by Kyle Zimmerman ’18 able to maintain a magnificent 
work ethic, said Coach Wright. 

He added that Nemirow 
has learned how to keep a posi-
tive attitude and remain competi-
tive throughout the entire game.

Last Saturday, the team 
played an impressive team from 
Worcester Academy. After coming 
out with a tie against Worcester 
on Hewett Day last year, the team 
knew work would have to be done 
for them to get the same result. 
On a cold, windy, and rainy after-
noon, the Wyverns ended up with 
a 5-0 loss. Nemirow put in a spec-
tacular and tough defensive effort.

There are just five more 
games to the relatively short 
season. On Saturday they will 
play Avon Old Farms, who tied 
the Wyverns last year. Next 
week they will play the Hopkins 
School and Wilbraham and 
Monson Academy, whom they 
lost and tied to, respectively. 

Putterman explained the 
team’s expectactions for the rest 
of the season. “We’ve had a few 
tough games recently,” he said, 
“but I am sure that we are going 
to have multiple competitive 
games before the season ends.” 

The upcoming games will be 
a challenge for the team, but produc-
tive practices and their ability to 
stay confident should allow the 
players to compete and gain wins. 
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A late fall sports portfolio

Clockwise, from top left: Sophomore 
footballer Coltrane Joseph tangles with 
an Capital Prep opponent; freshman 
boys soccer midfielder Jack Risley drib-
bles by a Pomfret defender; senior field 
hockey Co-captain Grace Amell faces 
off against a Hopkins School opponent; 
eighth-grader Abigail Fernal finishes in 
a girls cross country race with Pomfret; 
senior boys cross country Co-captain 
Owen Cotthaus and freshman Ethan 
Pinkes lead the pack against Pomfret; 
junior volleyball Captain Emma 
Smith spikes the ball during a match 
with Pomfret; and junior girls soccer 
defender Noa Boyd battles for posses-
sion in a 4-2 victory over Kent.

Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.
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