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by Elizabeth Charette ’18

As William Gilyard takes 
his new position as the Dean of 
Students, he looks to improve 
KO with what may seem like 
small changes, but changes he 
hopes will make a huge impact.

He said his first idea 
is to start a new forum for 
Friday assemblies, which he 
calls “KO Conversations.” 

“I want to create a space 
where students can ask complicated 
questions,” he said.  Tomorrow Mr. 
Gilyard will kick off KO Conver-
sations by speaking to senior 
Rose Esselstyn, who spent last 
semester on the Maine coast at 
the Chewonki Semester School.

In the assembly,  Mr. 
Gilyard said he will talk to 
Rose about her semester away.

For future KO Conversa-
tions, Mr. Gilyard said he would 
like to have a way for students to 
ask questions right from their seats.

These forums may be 
directed to certain groups of 
students or to entire forms, and 
there may even be question-and- 

conversation sessions involving 
the whole school. He said the main 
goal of KO Conversations is to open 
up the floor to tough questions that 
may not have definitive answers. 
Mr. Gilyard explained that learning 
and growing together as a school 
requires listening to how members 
of the community react to social, 
political, and racial situations, 
among other important issues.

Mr. Gilyard also said that 
he ultimately wants the forums to 
be student run, so that everyone’s 
voice can be heard in all conver-
sations. “I see kids around school 
talking about these questions, 
but sometimes people’s opinions 
aren’t heard. I want to be sure 
that all opinions will be heard 
in this space,” Mr. Gilyard said.

Mr. Gilyard has also rein-
stated lunch duty, “It’s really a 
small task to just clean up after 
yourself, and [lunch duty for] 10 
minutes four times a year is all you 
have to do; it’s simple,” he said. 

As of right now, only soph-
omores have been assigned lunch 
duty. They have been spoken to 
about the task and its importance; 

however, next semester, if all goes 
well, a new form will take on the job. 

Mr. Gilyard said that the 
kitchen staff has already been 
very appreciative and is now able 
to spend time on more important 
tasks rather than putting cups and 
dishes away for “lazy students.”

Another continuing conver-
sation is the new dress code. As 
dean of students, Mr. Gilyard has 
played a large part in the conver-
sation about what is acceptable to 
wear, what isn’t, and what is the 
best way to enforce the dress code.

He added that this Thursday, 
at the weekly faculty meeting, 
teachers and administrators will 
have a conversation about dress 
code, how it is best enforced, and 
how we can serve the spirit of the 
dress code as best as possible. 

Mr. Gilyard said that he 
acknowledges that this is a some-
what sensitive conversation with 
students because they see the 
way they dress as part of their 
identity, but that there is some-
thing to be said about how one 
dresses for a certain situation. 

“I believe dressing appro-

Gilyard plans to enhance school

priately for a learning environ-
ment is important,” said Mr. 
Gilyard. “I understand if you 
want to wear, for example, a 
low-cut shirt and a very short 
skirt, but it is just not appropriate 
for this learning environment.” 

Mr. Gilyard said he encour-

ages students to speak up with any 
comments or opinions on these 
new changes. He added that KO 
is dedicated to being an environ-
ment that allows everyone’s voice 
to be heard and that these small yet 
impactful additions are put in place 
for the greater good of our school.

Ms. Edwards talks with freshmen and their prefect during an outside advisee 
group. Photo courtesy of Kingswood Oxford’s Facebook page.

KO’s new theme ‘connects’ community
by Benjamin Small ’19

“So what are extra-ordi-
nary connections?  How do you 
find ways for ordinary moments, 
ordinary people, ordinary ideas 
to connect and make something 
extraordinary?” Associate Head 
of School Natalie Demers asked 
during the 2016 Convocation.

The theme for the 2016-
2017 is “extra” ordinary connec-
tions.  It is about how the ordi-
nary, when examined, can reveal 
something extraordinary, said 
Dean of Students WIlliam Gilyard.

“ T h e s e  c o n n e c t i o n s 
are a fun haphazardness,” he 
said.  “And it’s our job to make 
kids see these connections.”

The purpose of a theme 
is to connect external speakers 
– such as the Baird Symposium 

author – with a common idea.  
“Hopefully, students will feel a 
common thread with speakers, 
differences in assemblies, a 
change in tone,” said Mr. Gilyard. 

An important component 
of the theme is recognizing and 
celebrating what is seemingly 

ordinary. “It is not about being 
the best, or the most special,” said 
Ms. Demers. “[It is about] ordinary 
life and conversations.  You have 
think about things differently.  It 
is not about being extraordi-
nary, just celebrating ordinary.”

Ms. Demers said that the 
recent Wyverns in Space was a 
perfect example of an extra-ordi-
nary connection. “It was an idea 
and they used math and science 
to make it happen; it was incred-
ible,” she said. “[The Wyverns 
in Space team] knew it was 
possible and let go and had fun.”

Head of School Dennis 
Bisgaard said that the reason it is 
important to have a theme is that 
it works to unite the community.

“The Baird Symposium 
author, Elizabeth Strout, she 
writes about ordinary people,” he 

said.  “She is able to take a simple 
story and capture something 
profound about human nature.”

In “Olive Kitteridge,” Ms. 
Strout examines the seemingly 
ordinary lives of people and, in so 
doing, accomplishes something 
extraordinary, Mr. Bisgaard said.  

“When people are recog-
nized at KO, it is for extraordinary 
things,” Mr. Bisgaard said. “You 
don’t have to be the best. Just small 
acts of kindness can make connec-
tions and make a difference.”

Director of Diversity, Inclu-
sion and Cultural Competency 
Joan Edwards said that she thinks 
the theme has to do with appre-
ciating and exploring assump-
tions. “[The theme is about] fully 
appreciating what we take for 
granted – the assumptions that 
make the world happen,” she said.  

“These connec-
tions are a fun 
haphazardness. 
It’s our job to 
make kids see the 
connections.”

– Mr. Gilyard

“For example, I take for granted 
that I can walk, but when I had 
a stroller, it became different. It 
was harder to fit through doors.”

Ms. Edwards said she had 
taken for granted the ordinary 
ability to move freely around 
campus. Her suddenly restricted 
movement made her think about 
the ordinary, making a connection.

Ms. Edwards said she thinks 
it is very important for our commu-
nity to have a theme for the school 
year. “A theme makes us ponder, 
ponder honestly, individually 
and collectively, and to listen 
to those discoveries and we can 
really lead to change,” she said.  
“Words matter to me, to human 
beings. Words and themes are the 
currency of our interactions. They 
cause us to stop and pause and 
think. What do we really mean?”
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Creating a collaborative Commons
by Adam Ovian ’18

This year, renovations will 
convert Commons into a student 
leadership center and math and 
writing center, complete with 
teachers, peer tutors, and skill 
sessions to provide students with 
extra help in these departments. 

Commons, the space below 
Alumni Hall, has worn many hats 
over the years. Starting as the cafe-
teria into the late 1900s, Commons 
is currently a study space and 
hangout area, frequently populated 
by freshmen. It was renovated 
to its present state in 2013, as a 
class gift from the class of 2012. 

According to Associate 
Head of School Natalie Demers, 
KO received a gift about 10 years 
ago to renovate the space. “Michael 
Roberts ’59 donated $500,000 
to the school to set up the center 
for leadership, and he’s doing it 
in honor of his parents,” she said. 

Ms. Demers, who orga-
nized the proposal for the use 
of the donation, added that the 

gift was rather uncommon, since 
Mr. Roberts hadn’t yet decided 
how he wanted the money spent.

 In the meantime, however, 
the donation was added to the 
endowment to accrue interest, 
according to Director of Institu-
tional Advancement Randy Stabile. 

In recent years, teachers and 
students have discussed the advan-
tages of student tutoring or orga-
nized extra help during free periods.

This spring, the donation 
was brought up again, and Ms. 
Demers, recognizing the request 
for expanded math and writing 
programs, approached Mrs. 
Kasprak and Upper School Math 
Department Chair Sandra Goss

The refurbishment of 
Commons will produce a math 
and writ ing center,  where 
peer tutors and teachers will 
staff the space throughout 
the day to provide extra help.

“It’s not meant to replace 
the kind of work you would do 
from extra help with a teacher; 
it’s mostly meant as a supple-

ment,” said Upper School English 
Department Chair Meg Kasprak.

Mrs. Demers and Mr. 
Roberts came to an agreement 
on the final proposal, which 
calls for a multi-use writing 
and math center based in the 
now under-utilized Commons. 

The space will focus on 
promoting leadership skills 
while helping students develop 
a greater understanding of 
concepts in both math and writing.

The group put together a 
proposal outlining a math and 
English space designed to be 
flexible enough to fit the needs 
of all students. “The purpose 
of the writing center is to help 
kids at all different stages of the 
writing process, and it’s really 
to help them to figure out what 
they want to say or to figure out 
what sorts of things they need 
to edit,” said Mrs. Kasprak. 

The center will also provide 
a productive space where students 
can collaborate. “I anticipate 
some of the older students using 
it extensively to collaborate 
on problem sets or study for a 
test together,” said Mrs. Goss.

In addition to the peer- 
tutoring sessions, the donation 
will allow KO to expand enrich-
ment programs.  Ms. Demers said 
she has ideas for future projects 
in the new space. “We are going 
to do a ‘Lunch and Lead’ work-
shop where we are going to invite 
alums from different career fields 
to talk to students about their lead-
ership in their career,” she said. 

There will also be sessions 
for students to learn life and busi-

ness skills. “We’ll do little work-
shops about budgeting, resumé 
writing, etiquette – things like 
that to prepare [students] for 
internships, for jobs, even for the 
college process,” said Ms. Demers.

In addition to these sessions, 
the math and writing centers have 
been scheduled with teacher and 
peer tutor coverage for every period 
in the day, said Mrs. Kasprak. 

She added that the aim 
is to have writing and math 
tutors in the space avail-
able for walk-ins, appoint-
ments, and weekly meetings.

The peer tutors have been 
chosen based on recommen-
dations from the two depart-
ments, and will undergo at 
least two hours of training to 
prepare them to help students. 

Seniors Alec Rossi and 
Emilie Sienko will be the leaders 
of the math center. “We will be 
coordinating the peer tutors who 

have signed up to work in the 
center to make sure it’s adequately 
staffed. Each of us will also help 
tutor students who visit,” said Alec.

The people working on 
the project said they are excited 
about what the new space will 
do for students. “What I really 
like about this proposal is that 
it goes beyond what you would 
think of the traditional leader-
ship roles,” said Mr. Stabile. 

The proposal has made provi-
sions for a complete renovation in 
Commons, including new furni-
ture better suited to a study space. 

Desks, group tables, relaxed 
seating and dividers will provide 
a feeling of separation for the 
math and English sections, while 
also allowing the flexibility 
to conduct seperate meetings.

The math and writing center 
will be available to students in 
the second semester, following 
the completion of the renovation.Commons is currently a study and hangout space. Photo by Ali Meizels’19.

Plans for the renovation of Commons. Graphic courtesy of Natalie Demers. 

KO welcomes new faculty members
Jessica Crouch

English teacher Jessica 
Crouch is joining KO after serving 
as Assistant Director of Admissions 
at Fairfield Country Day School.

Ms. Crouch grew up in 
Betheseda, Md., and attended 
Colby College for her undergrad-
uate degree. There she created 
her own major, human develop-
ment, focused on her interests. 
“I was able to create my own 
track, with psychology, soci-
ology, anthropology, and educa-
tion classes all kind of lumped 
into one degree,” she said. 

She said she decided to 
come to KO because her fiancé 
lives in the Hartford area. “I knew 

by Adam Ovian ’18

I wanted to go to grad school, so 
I kind of followed my heart and 
went on a new adventure,” she 
said. “I had my eye on KO. I first 
came when they held the diver-
sity conference a few years ago 
. . . I sort of knew that if I were 
to move up here, this would be 
the place I would want to work.” 

In addition to teaching at KO 
Ms. Crouch attends graduate classes 
at University of Saint Joseph.

In her free time, Ms. 
Crouch loves  to  t ry  new 
r e s t a u r a n t s  a n d  t r a v e l . 

“My favorite places are 
South Africa, Iceland, and 
Copenhagen,” she said. “I have 
been lucky, because I have 
been teaching for the past eight 
years, and during every break 
I go to a different country.”

New English teacher Jessica Crouch. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

After spending four years 
teaching at Cushing Academy, 
a boarding school in Massa-
chusetts, Michelle Schloss is 
returning to her roots in the 
Hartford area to teach English 
and advise sophomores at KO.

After attending Farmington 
High School, Ms. Schloss went 
to Bates College in Lewiston, 
Maine, where she studied English, 
theater, and teacher education. 

At Bates she also earned 
her state teaching degree with 
the intention of becoming a 
teacher in a public school system. 

However,  a f ter  some 
consideration she changed her 
plans and decided to teach in 
private schools. “I chose inde-
pendant schools because there is 
a lot more autonomy in terms of 
the day to day,” Ms. Schloss said. 

When deciding which 
direction to head after college, 
she said she chose her path based 
on the students she wanted to 
interact with. “I ended up in 
a boarding school because I 
was interested in working with 
a population of international 
students,” said Ms. Schloss.

Ms. Schloss said that her 

love for her childhood hometown 
was what brought her to KO. 

“I grew up in Farmington,” 
she said, “and as I started to think 
about leaving the boarding school 
life after four years at Cushing 
Academy, I was looking at inde-
pendent day schools, especially 
ones close to where I grew up.”

She added that she knew that 
KO was the place for her after she 
video-chatted with Upper School 
English Department Chair Meg 
Kasprak and Director of Teaching 
and Learning Asha Appel.

“I knew KO was a great 
place for me to be after that. It 
was sort of very serendipitous 

Michelle Schloss
by Grace Amell ’17

New English teacher Michelle Schloss. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

that this job opened up,” she said.
Ms.  Schloss  wi l l  be 

coaching the Forensic Union in 
addition to her teaching duties. 

“I’ve never done formal 
speech and debate specifically, but 
I have an extensive background in 
directing theater. I’ve done a lot of 
musicals and plays,” she said. “I see 
my strengths in helping Forensic 
Union in the writing involved as 
well as the more creative forms 
and aspects of public speaking.”

Ms. Schloss is living in 
West Hartford with her cat, 
Zellie, and loves to downhill ski 
and write creatively. One of her 
favorite forms of writing is poetry.



2 THURSDAY
September 29, 2016 News Editorials THURSDAY

                                September 29, 2016 3

KO News Editors 2016 – 2017
Editor-in-Chief
Noah Stanton

News Editor
Grace Amell

Associate News Editors
Eliza Charette
Adam Ovian

Tim Petit
Benjamin Small

Features Editor
Isabel Kaufman

Associate Features 
Editors

Vivian Goldstein
Neil Hemnani
Olivia Rossi

Emma Smith

Arts Editor
Tara Kilkenny

Associate Arts Editors
Jacob Brown

Gabrielle Ruban

Sports Editor
Ryan Albanesi

Associate Sports Editors
Will Gitlin

Michael Loughran
Ben Putterman

Kyle Zimmerman

Opinions Editor 
Aparajita Kashyap

Associate Opinions 
Editors

Jack Antico

Managing Editor 
for News, Sports and 

Investigative Journalism
Alec Rossi

Managing Editor 
for Features, Arts 

and Opinions 
Sasha Bash

Photography Editor
Shelby Fairchild

Associate Photography 
Editors

Angie DeLucia
Ali Meizels

Investigative 
Journalism Editor 

Carolyn McCusker
Cartoonist
Jack BarryAssociate Investigative 

Journalism Editor 
Hannah Bash

Faculty Advisors
Rob Kyff

Cathy Schieffelin

The editorials below represent the collective 
opinion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Benjamin Waldman, Kate Betts, 
Mackenzie McDonald, Noah Stanton, Kelly Malo-
ney, Alec Rossi, Lauren Barnes, Gwyneth McDon-
ald and Sasha Bash.

The editorials below represent the collective 
opinion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Noah Stanton, Alec Rossi, Sasha 
Bash, Grace Amell, Ryan Albanesi, Carolyn 
McCusker, Isabel Kaufman, Tara Kilkenny and 
Aparajita Kashyap.

A KO education fosters the impor-
tance of establishing connections. Whether it 
be getting to know a new classmate, teacher, 
or side of yourself, the moments in which 
we learn the most are when we engage in 
conversations with others. Looking back at 
our KO careers, the moments we cherish 
the most are the little ones. While we 
appreciate the pomp of a graduation, valor 
of an awards ceremony, or school spirit of 
a football game, we will always cherish 
the tidbits of advice we’ve learned from 
teachers passing by in the halls of CT, the 
insightful introspection from my peers in 
Commons and the laughter in the dining hall.

Our fondest memories at KO are 
anchored to student spaces. During a hectic 
day it’s beneficial to sit down, laugh, and 
focus on the now. Having the ability to escape 
from the chaos of your responsibilities, in a 
space unique to your grade, friend group, or 
sports team, is something taken for granted.

While the renovation of Commons 
will certainly be beneficial, allowing 
students to receive math and English 
tutoring, a vital student space is being 
taken away. Freshmen need to be able to 

make connections with their peers, discover 
themselves, and reflect on the newness 
in an environment just for Form Three.

 The elimination of Commons 
as a solely social center for Form 
Three limits the moments of sponta-
neous conversation and gathering of 
students in which friendships are formed.

Additionally, the elimination of this 
student space also leads to overcrowding. The 
lunch room is extremely congested because 
students stay the whole period, unable to 
meet with their friends in a different area.

The recent renovation of Roberts is 
a testament to the power of student spaces. 
The abundance of natural light, couches, 
and tables has fostered many conversa-
tions and allowed students to meet other 
students who share a free period, interest 
or commute. This is a good example of 
an effective student space; however, it is 
simply not enough for all of the grades.

In the future, renovations and 
improvements should take into account the 
daily habits of a KO student. In the quest 
for institutional advancement, the comfort 
of students should not be compromised.

Clarify the dress code
While one of the goals of the new 

dress code was to increase clarity, many 
teachers have different ideas of what it 
entails. This results in many inconsistencies. 

Although we applaud KO for trying 
to reform the previous dress code, making it 
more equitable for all, variances in enforce-
ment and expectations has made students 
question what the new dress code actually is. 

It isimperative that there be better 
communication between all of the 
teachers and administration in order to 
make sure expectations are standardized. 

For example, a student wearing 
pants and a T-shirt might walk down the 
halls and not be stopped by any teachers. 
However, later in the day a different teacher 
might tell them him he is out of dress code. 

This generates confusion among 
students. The new dress code must be 
established for teachers and students 
(outside of the the student handbook) 
because much is left to interpretation. 

The ambiguities lie in the wording 
of the dress code (or lack of). For 

A few weeks ago, an eight-year-old 
boy almost trampled me to the ground in the 
middle of Westfarms Mall. There I was, inno-
cently walking by the Microsoft store, when 
this prepubescent tornado comes hurling 
through the doorway, a black, bulky pair 
of goggles attached to his face, screaming 
something about zombies or aliens or 
dragons as he charged towards me headfirst. 

After  catching the boy and 
gently leading him back to his mother, 
I decided to take a look at the flashy 
display where his goggles were being 
showcased. The sign above it read: 
Virtual Reality Video Games! That was 
when I knew there might be a problem.

As a society constantly seeking 
advancement, America is obsessed with 
technology. Whether it’s buying the newest 
iPhone model, playing the newest video 
game, or watching the newest TV show, 
we cannot get enough screen time, and 
in many cases, that’s a really good thing. 

Over the course of the past decade, 
there has been so much technological inno-
vation; however, in the hurried transfer 
from paper to hard drive I think we may 
have lost some of the unique experi-
ences that foster human connection.

Virtual reality is just the tip of the 
iceberg. The more that we rely on our 
computers and phones to communicate, 
the more that we isolate ourselves from 
one another and from the world around us.

This year, KO transferred almost 
entirely to Google Classroom, and the 
results have been very effective. I’ve 
found it so much easier to stay organized 
with everything on my laptop rather than 
strewn about as handouts in various binders, 
but there are definitely downsides, too. 

Having all of my work online means 
that I can access only it when I’m connected 
to wifi, which can become an issue when 
I’m in the car, on a plane, or anywhere 

Provide student spaces by Noah Stanton ’17

Techology can 
‘screen’ out life 

without Internet. If I ever lost my laptop, or 
god forbid, it crashed, I would be rendered 
completely useless as a student, and some-
thing about that fact is kind of unsettling. 

Additionally, because assignment 
feedback is now done entirely over Google 
Docs, student-teacher relationships are 
becoming more and more impersonal; the 
few conversations that I’ve had this year 
about improving my work have been done 
virtually, and as a result, they were much 
less effective than those done face-to-face. 

In many ways, Google Classroom 
has made learning significantly easier, but 
because the bottom half of every student’s 
face is covered by a laptop screen, it has 
also hindered our ability to connect with 
one another within the actual classroom.

I think, in a lot of cases, it’s so easy 
to get sucked into this virtual world that 
we often do not even realize how much we 
are giving up. This summer, I worked at a 
sleepaway camp where access to my phone 
was limited – and to my laptop, nonexistent 
– and honestly, I became infinitely more self-
aware during those two months than I did 
throughout the entirety of my junior year. 

Real conversations just can’t be held 
through technology, or at least not as well 
as they can be in person. With so much time 
to think, I realized that, whenever I’m on 
my phone scrolling through Instagram, or 
answering Snapchats, or even responding to 
texts, I’m not having genuine interactions, 
and I’m not being social in the slightest; I’m 
just sitting by myself, staring at a screen. 

It’s pretty sad. Without even 
knowing it,  I had been using my 
phone as a shield, and it was inhib-
iting my ability to open up in real life.

Don’t get me wrong, though. I 
love technology. I love my phone. Insta-
gram and Snapchat are great, but it’s 
important to remember, nevertheless that 
the best experiences are made without 
screens. Going into a Google-filled year, 
I urge everyone to keep this in mind.

instance, a blouse is permitted for tops. 
However, can everyone differen-

tiate between a blouse and a shirt? Does 
a blouse have to have sleeves?  Or  a 
collar? Without a  clear-cut definition, it 
is questionable whether  many students 
are out of dress code. Additionally, this 
ambiguity leaves space  for students to 
take advantage of the new dress code.  

Furthermore, for dresses there is no 
indication whether a cardigan is or is not 
required if one’s shoulders are showing; 
(in the past cardigans were required if a 
dress did not cover a student’s shoulders). 

Then the question arises, if you 
can wear a dress without a cardigan, can 
you wear a shirt that does not cover your 
shoulders with a skirt and no cardigan? 

These are the kind of questions that 
students are thinking about and no one seems 
to know the correct answer. In order for this 
new dress code to be effective and actually 
emulate the goals presented, the adminis-
tration needs to clarify what it truly entails. 
Otherwise, a dress code becomes a mess code.

Congratulations 
to Mr. and Mrs. Urrutia on the birth of 
Alexander Joseph Urrutia on July 17, 

and to Mr. and Mrs. Baker on the birth of 
William Callan Baker on August 4. 

A Wyvern’s Tale
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The 2016 campaign for 
President of the United States has 
been one of the most emotional in 
our country’s history. Many things 
have been said about both candi-
dates, much of which is based on 
our media’s spin or political agenda 
rather than fact. This distortion 
from the sources we often deem 
as “news,” prompted me to take 
a straightforward look at Donald 
Trump’s position on some of the 
major issues facing our country.

Every four years, candidates 
run a campaign focused around 
issues to win the support of voters 
in their party, who they hope 
will snare a larger vote than their 
opposition, rather than running 
a campaign that will address the 
larger issues at play in current 
world affairs. And if there is one 
thing candidates like more than 
votes, it is money, as the poli-
cies they propose and often try to 
pass in office are typically based 
on the agenda of their donors. 

However, Donald Trump 
has managed to run a campaign 
without major contributions that 
are fiscally conservative, yet 
socially liberal, allowing him to 
best address issues within our 
borders. Above all, in the inter-
national community, he aims to 
thoroughly pursue the terrorism 
epidemic, exterminating all 
threats to the freedoms we enjoy, 
as well as securing our borders.

Of Trump’s multi-dimen-
sional plan for America, the 
issues he stresses most are 
immigration, economic poli-
cies, and national security.

Mr. Trump, since the begin-
ning of his campaign, has wanted 
to build a wall, and has been 
extremely tough on illegal immi-
gration in the United States. As 
well as building the proposed 
wall, which will be paid for with 
trade tariffs, the threat of cancel-
ling visas, or visa fees, Donald 
Trump does not favor a path to 
citizenship. This means that if 
you are here illegally, you are to 
be deported and shall re-enter the 
country by legal means of immi-
gration if you are in fact qualified.

This deportation of the 
approximately 11.4 million 

illegal immigrants currently 
living in the United States 
would restore millions of jobs to 
Americans currently on various 
unemployment programs due 
to the lack of available work.

This is not the only idea Mr. 
Trump presents to try to employ 
the 93 million Americans he says 
are unemployed. First and fore-
most, he proposes the lowering of 
tax rates across the board for both 
corporations and personal income 
tax. If he lowers both personal 
income tax and tax on corpora-
tions, raising a family will become 
much more affordable for working 
families and corporations will 
be able to employ more people.

Now, with the way our 
government currently lights money 
on fire, such a tax policy would not 
sustain their outrageous spending 
habits. This is why Mr. Trump 
proposes to drastically cut federal 
spending with administrations 
such as the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, which, in addition to 
decreasing government spending, 
will reform current energy policies 
and save large amounts of jobs in 
the shrinking coal mining industry 
and American energy corporations.

Mr. Trump also believes in 
the permanent shutdown of the 
Federal Department of Educa-
tion, which spent $107.6 billion 
last year. As well as significantly 
cutting government spending, 
the closing of this bureau would 
end “Common Core” and put 
the power of education standards 
back in the hands of the states.

On top of tax reform, 
regulatory reform (government 
spending), and energy reform, 
Donald Trump is in favor of the 
more liberal policy of re-nego-
tiating trade agreements such 
as NAFTA (North American 
Free Trade Agreement), and the 
withdrawing from TPP (Trans-
Pacific Partnership) in order 
to further relocate the middle-
class working jobs of corporate 
America back within our borders. 
Not only does this economic 
policy create many new jobs, but 
it recreates the middle-class in 
our country, which will shrink the 
currently increasing wealth gap.

The threat of terror is an 
increasing epidemic to free soci-

eties around the world. We have 
all borne witness to its brutality 
in Europe, and at home with 
attacks such as Orlando, and most 
recently New York City. This issue 
is incredibly hard to combat, espe-
cially when our leaders refuse to 
call it what it is, radical Islamic 
terror. Mr. Trump is in favor of 
extreme vetting of Islamic terror 
suspects, as well as the creation 
of “Green (safe) Zones” for refu-
gees in Syria, rather than bringing 
them into the United States and 
risking the threat of a terror attack.

Aside from further combat-
ting the threat of terror, Mr. Trump 
also supports law enforcement 
in the United States. Mr. Trump 
encourages further compliance 
with law enforcement officers 
rather than disrespect and discord 
toward these brave men and women 
as such has led to tragedies with 
the misconduct associated with 
not following the direction of offi-
cers and or troopers, most recently 
with the shooting of Keith Scott.

Aside from this brief expla-
nation of what are mostly tradi-
tional Republican policies, Donald 
Trump, though portrayed by the 
media as a right wing bigot, is quite 
liberal with some social policy.

Mr. Trump supports gay 
marriage as well as other equal 
rights for members of the LGBT 
community. Mr. Trump is also 
in favor of legalized abortion, an 
idea often shunned by right wing 
evangelists. Mr. Trump is also a 
supporter of women having time 
off when pregnant, certainly an idea 
many Republicans do not espouse. 

Most important, Donald 
Trump believes in reaching out 
to inner-city communities and 
creating jobs for unemployed 
citizens to end the cyclical cycle 
of poverty running rampant 
through the streets, leading 
youth into crime, drugs, and a 
nasty, brutish, and short life.

Despite how the media 
portrays him, Donald Trump is 
a progressive Republican who 
looks to reform our country’s 
security, economy, immigra-
tion, and education to close the 
many communication gaps in 
government, and rebuild the 
once city on a hill that America 
was for the rest of the world.

Truth about Trump
by John Leuschner ’18

Clinton clicks
Many Americans feel 

that in the mess that is this elec-
tion cycle, there are no good 
options. They said the same thing 
last year. And the year before 
that. And, as much as anyone 
wants to complain about how 
crooked the politicians are, don’t 
forget: America is a democracy. 

The candidates are news 
because of  their various scan-
dals rather than their actual poli-
cies. While this irritates many 
Americans, they must remember 
that  these canidates aren’t picked 
because they’re the next in line 
in the royal family, but because 
you,  America, picked them. With 
that in mind, I’m here to tell you 
why you should pick Hillary 
Rodham Clinton as president.

Perhaps the most important 
issue, at least in my opinion, is 
monetary policy, and it is on this 
point that Mrs. Clinton proves to 
be a better candidate than Donald 
Trump. While Hillary promises to 
make no significant changes to the 
monetary policy, this is far better 
than the alternative option of radical 
change with no apparent reason. 

Mrs .  C l in ton ’s  mos t 
important economic policy 
is taxes: she wants to cut 
taxes on small business while 
increasing taxes on corporations. 

Mrs. Clinton enumerates 
her tax policies on her website. 
“Hillary will close tax loop-
holes like inversions that reward 
companies for shifting profits and 
jobs overseas. She will charge 
an “exit tax” for companies 
leaving the U.S. to settle up on 
their untaxed foreign earnings.” 

Mrs. Clinton doesn’t ignore 
small businesses either. She 
wants to “simplify and cut taxes 
for small businesses so they can 
hire and grow. The smallest busi-
nesses, with one to five employees, 
spend 150 hours and $1,100 per 
employee on federal tax compli-
ance. That’s more than 20 times 
higher than the average for far 
larger firms. We’ve got to fix that.”

Hillary Clinton’s policy 
aside, she deserves credit for actu-
ally giving specifics as to what her 
policy is, as opposed to just saying 
outlandish statements, which by 

the way, really cannot be said the 
same for her opposition. When-
Donald Trump does give specifics, 
they’re usually dead wrong. 

Within two clicks on Donald 
Trump’s website, one can see 
how foolish, naive, and hypo-
critical  his fiscal policy is. His 

Hillary Clinton’s 
policy aside, she 
deserves credit 
for actually giving 
specifics as to 
what her policy is 
as opposed to just 
saying outlandish 
statements.

website criticizes free trade, for 
instance, but then he goes on to 
say that creating fair trade deals 
will lead to an explosion of new 
jobs, wealth and opportunity.” 

Now for anyone who is 
unfamiliar with the fair trade vs. 
free trade agreement, it is basi-
cally this: Free trade calls for the 
absolute disengagement of all trade 
barriers; fair trade calls for trade 
restrictions to made trade more fair. 

Almost  every famous 
economist – Adam Smith, David 
Ricardo, John Keynes, Milton 
Friedman, etc. – has said that free 
trade is much better in the long 
run for the economy than fair 
trade. Imagine if states didn’t trade 
across borders. Orange farmers 
would have to make computers 
even though they are much better 
at growing oranges, and Silicon 
Valley CEO’s would have to grow 
oranges even though they are 
much better at making computers. 

Donald Trump saying that 
this economic policy will “lead 
to an explosion of new jobs, 
wealth and opportunity” and 
“make America great again” is 
foolish, naive, and hypocritical, 
as it will not do that. If presi-
dent, Donald Trump’s actions 
will  weaken our economy.

by Jack Antico ’17

Cartoon by Thomas Betts ’19.

Binge-worthy throwbacks:
- Friends
- Saved by the Bell
- Gilmore Girls
- That 70’s Show
- Seinfeld
- The Brady Bunch
- Fresh Prince of Bell-Air
- Sister Sister
- 90210
- Sabrina, the Teenage Witch
- That’s So Raven
- Drake and Josh
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‘Pretty Curious’ campaign 
proves pretty controversial
by Aparajita Kashyap ’18

In the UK, a company 
called EDF energy has recently 
started a campaign to get more 
girls and women involved in 
science, technology, engineering, 
and math (STEM). Obviously, I 
think this is great, but I have two 
main problems with the campaign. 

First, it is called “Pretty 
Curious,” and the message is that 
girls can be both “pretty” and 
“pretty curious.” While I under-
stand the reason for this message, 
it is really just perpetuating the 
stereotype that it is actually trying 
to break. The ad asks girls to be 
both “pretty” and curious (or smart, 
determined, etc.), but it makes the 
two qualities seem like they should 
be mutually exclusive, and thus 
sends the message that girls are 
special for managing to do both. 

Also, specifically targeting 
girls with this ad is essen-
tially saying that girls should 
be “pretty curious,” while 
boys only need to be curious. 

Now, even though I am not 
a fan of the way they are sending 
their message, I am thrilled that 
the message is being sent. It is 

extremely important to encourage 
girls to stick with science. While 
there is not a large gender disparity 
in advanced STEM classes in 
school (grades K-12, with the 
exception of computer sciences), 
as you look at higher education and 
the workforce, women are vastly 
underrepresented in fields such 
as electrical/computer hardware 
engineering (10.7 percent of the 
jobs go to women) and mechan-
ical engineering (women make up 
just 7.9 percent of the workforce). 

Evidently, it is important to 
cultivate a passion for STEM that 
will last girls through college and as 
they move through the work force.

The main reason why the 
“Pretty Curious” campaign gained 
fame was that it hosted a compe-
tition where children from the 
ages of 11 to 18 had to come up 
with an innovative home device. 
At first, the campaign was only 
open to girls, but after people 
complained, it opened to all 
genders. What really made people 
angry, however, is that a boy won 
first place in the competition. 

Now, if this had been a 
regular competition, I would not 
have a problem with this, but the 

competition specifically targeted 
girls, and the prizes were meant 
to cultivate a passion in girls 
that would (hopefully) drive 
them for the rest of their lives. 

If the campaign’s goal was 
to encourage participation in 
STEM, I would not have a problem 
with the gender inclusiveness (and 
the gender of the winner wouldn’t 
have mattered); however, this 
campaign was specifically meant 
to foster an interest in STEM 
among girls, so I don’t think that 
it was appropriate to open the 
competition up to other genders. 

Everyone who is interested in 
STEM should have the opportunity 
to pursue a career in these fields. 

However, there is clear 
evidence that women and other 
minorities either do not have 
these opportunities or face unfair 
obstacles; (women and minori-
ties, despite showing interest in 
STEM during childhood, do not 
stay in STEM in their adulthood). 

This is why it is so important 
to have opportunities for minori-
ties in STEM, and this is why 
the “Pretty Curious” campaign 
should not have made this specific 
competition open to other genders. 

Getting groovy 
with Google 
Classroom
by David Marottolo ’18

This academic year has 
revealed a number of changes to 
the KO curriculum and commu-
nity. One of the more interesting, 
and certainly all-encompassing 
change has been KO’s shift 
towards a “Google School.” As 
expected, students have expressed 
a wide range of opinions on this 
alteration, most notably in regard 
to Google Classroom. In light 
of this, I felt it would be appro-
priate to look at Google Class-
room’s strengths and weaknesses.

Some of the issues inher-
ently part of Google Classroom 
fall along practical lines. For 
example, it is regrettably easy for 
students to lose track of assign-
ments in the continuous stream 
of dates and attachments on 
the Classroom’s main stream. 

Not only can the number of 
posts become increasingly bewil-
dering, but the resulting email alerts 
can be quite frustrating (unless, of 
course, you have disabled them). 
On a separate note, understanding 
how to use Classroom can be diffi-
cult for both students and teachers 
to learn. No doubt it will take time 
for Classroom to become a tool 
that we can all use comfortably.

On a more abstract level, 
Classroom promotes a lack of 
awareness about one’s work 
load. It is my opinion that having 
constant access to a computer-
organized list of assignments 
encourages students to rely 
on the Classroom’s organiza-

tion instead of keeping track of 
assignments for themselves. The 
stream feature causes checking 
Google Classroom for assign-
ments to become a daily routine. 

Ultimately, most of the 
complaints I’ve heard about 
Google Classroom stem from 
its newness. As a novel tool for 
students and teachers, it can be 
difficult to accept (at least initially). 
As with any new system, it will 
take time before the community 
as a whole can appreciate the full 
potential of Google Classroom.

I say potential because 
Google Classroom does possess 
several promising aspects. 

For one, i t  integrates 
multiple, disparate method-
ologies of teaching, and gives 
students a common format for 
various subjects. It also provides 
students with one central loca-
tion from which to access 
materials and assignments. 

Consequently,  Google 
Classroom enables teachers to 
more simply share assignments, 
news, and extra materials with their 
students. On a more theoretical 
level, it also allows for more flexi-
bility from teachers, who can better 
select assignment formats that 
allow students to more thoroughly 
understand the material presented.

Ultimately, I find the use 
of Google Classroom to be an 
exciting, if occasionally frus-
trating, change. I am curious to see 
what the consensus will be after a 
full year of its use; I suspect most 
people’s opinions will be positive.

Advice Column
Question: How do I keep myself 
from overcommiting this year?

by Chastity Rodriguez

OK, dear One, for the 
purposes of this article I am 
going to define overcommit-
ting as feeling depleted and 
exhausted at the end of your 
week. With that in mind, 
consider the student who 
studies ballet for 25 hours each 
week on top of their studies 
and sports requirements. 

This student is internally 
motivated. By that, I mean 
they are studying ballet from 
a place of power and not from 
a need for approval or fear of 
rejection. Instead, they genu-
inely love spending time in the 
dance studio and don’t care one 
whit about how anybody else 
feels about it. Consequently, 
at the end of their week, they 
feel fulfilled and energized by 
this extracurricular activity. 

Now I want you to 
consider the student who has 
joined Forensic Union and 
Robotics because their parents 
really want them to and/or 
because their parents insist that 
colleges will favor their appli-
cations over others as a result. 

This student’s passion 
lies elsewhere, and their moti-
vation for joining these activi-
ties is externally motivated. It 
is rooted in a need for approval 
from their parents or the fear of 
future rejection from colleges. 

For this student, the extra hours 
required by these two activi-
ties are draining, and at the end 
of their week they feel depleted 
and exhausted even though these 
activities require far less of a 
time commitment than ballet. 

So now ask yourself, which 
student has overcommitted them-
selves? You are beginning to under-
stand that extracurricular activities 
that you commit to from an inter-
nally motivated place, from a place 
of power, will feed your spirit, 
and your energy level will rise 
as a result, while extracurricular 
activities that you commit to from 
an externally motivated place will 
drain you and deplete your energy. 

If you are feeling exhausted 
and drained at the end of your 
week, then you, my love, have 
overcommitted regardless of how 
many activities you join or how 
many extra hours they require.  

Similarly, if you are feeling 
energized and fulfilled at the 
end of your week, then you, 
dear One, have not overcom-
mitted yourself regardless of how 
many activities you join or how 
many extra hours they require. 

So in order to keep yourself 
from overcommitting this year, 
you are required to check in with 
yourself and be really mindful 
about why you are joining what-
ever activity it is you are joining or 
why you are continuing whatever 
activity it is you are continuing.  

And remember  that 
choosing to quit an activity 
that you have been doing 
only because you needed 
someone’s approval or were 
afraid of someone’s rejec-
tion is a sign of maturity and 
is nothing to be ashamed of. 

Now, I’m mindful of the 
fact that this is a lot easier said 
than done, so if you need some 
help processing through whether 
or not you have overcommitted 

Ms. Rodriguez is the Upper School 
Counselor at KO.

yourself or if you need help 
crafting a courageous conver-
sation, please know that you 
can always come to see me in 
the cozy confidential confines 
of the counseling office located 
in the garden level of Roberts. 

Extracurricular 
activities that you 
commit to from an 
internally moti-
vated place, from 
a place of power 
will feed your 
spirit.

Internet 
Face-Off
by Janvi Sikand ’19

If you’re anything like me, 
you spent most of your summer 
huddled about your phone, texting 
people and browsing the inter-
webz. Maybe you ventured out 
of your cave once or twice, but 
the whole time, thought of only 
two things: memes and emojis.

Oh, don’t roll your eyes! The 
question I’ve been thinking about 
a lot is: Which communicates 
feelings better, emojis or memes?

Let’s talk about emojis. 
With every single update comes 
a slew of new little icons. There 
are so many! Actually, as of 
just about now, there are 1,851. 

Like hieroglyphs, they 
convey the innermost thoughts of 
a whole people. Also like hiero-
glyphs, archaeologists of the future 
will likely find them scrawled on 
our monuments and use them 
to figure out how we lived. I 
frequently play a game with my 
friends called “emoji charades,” 

where we convey a person or 
thing in 10 emojis or fewer. A 
well-placed emoji can totally 
change the direction of a conver-
sation. Do you know what I mean?

Yo u  m i g h t  n o w  b e 
wondering, “If you can have a 
whole, coherent conversation 
through emoji, what more do 
we even need? Isn’t the argu-
ment over already?” And that, 
my friends, is where memes 
come in. What is a meme? 

I’ll spare you the dictionary 
definition and the three Wikipedia 
articles I read on the subject, but 
basically, they’re funny ideas or 
viral images that are captioned 
and re-captioned to fit the needs 
of every single person. Memes 
are what you look at and say, 
“Wow, that is so relatable.” No 
joke. As I’m writing this, the 
last text message I sent reads, “I 
have some good and somewhat 
relevant memes for this situation.” 

Continued on page 6
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The Reluctant Reviser: an 
insight into Ms. Schloss
by Michelle Schloss

Disclaimer: Students in my and 
Ms. Wayne’s English 5 classes 
responded to this essay ques-
tion during our recent weeks of 
Writing Workshop. Thank you, Ms. 
Wayne, for prescribing this intro-
spective topic! Below, I offer my 
completed homework assignment.

In my first memory of 
writing, I am in the fourth grade. 
We are writing our own biogra-
phies from varied points of view, 
and I’m relying on the comedic 
first person. For example, I 
write about my own birth, ques-
tioning, “What am I doing out 
here? Why is it so bright?!” 

Presenting the few impor-
tant stages of my young life in this 
snarky, although shallow, style, my 
teacher, Mrs. Ziemann, provides 
me with what I now realize is 
my first memory of construc-
tive criticism. She may have said 
something like, “You’re focusing 
too much on being funny.”

She wanted me to push 
myself to use other perspectives, 
challenge my ability to be intro-
spective. But, this moment sticks 

with me because my reaction, 
to be plain, was horror. I was 
shocked that I was being asked 
to re-write. It is the first moment 
in my memory where I was told 
to reflect and revise something 
for which I usually received 
easy praise: my written voice.

It should come as no surprise 
that a girl who grew up to be an 
English teacher loved reading and 
writing from the moment she was 
introduced to the alphabet. From 
the first little stories I wrote about 
my childhood pets, writing was 
always the skill that came easiest to 
me. As a quiet and reserved child, 
my written voice gave me a kind of 
power. In my writing, I was able to 
express my thoughts; I found a skill 
that made me special, and proud. 

However, it was also an 
easy way out: When it came to 
writing, I could coast. I could get 
by on instinct, and didn’t push 
myself to do more. I made the 
assumption that I was “good at 
writing,” and it was easy to iden-
tify myself this way. Throughout 
middle and high school, I may 
have rolled my eyes at feedback; I 
dismissed the purpose of revision.

My writing found its chal-
lenge and its discipline in my 
college thesis advisor, poet 
Robert Farnsworth. In his office 
in the top corner of Hathorn Hall, 
above the Bates College quad, 
Rob was my stout, poetic Buddha. 

In his classes, I became a 
sponge personified. Each poetic 
phrase that entered the air from 
the labyrinths of his imagination 
I inhaled and sipped and ingested, 
like a warm, fragrant tea. My 
classmates and I were encouraged 
to be curious when it came to one 

Dissecting 
dress code
by Vivian Goldstein ’17

Normally, I am very much 
against dress code. However, 
with the new changes this year, 
it’s not so bad. I might even 
go as far as to say that I like it.

The new dress code is more 
inclusive, and it makes it easier 
for all students to feel safer and 
more comfortable in their bodies. 
There is no more boys’ and 
girls’ dress code, just a singular 
dress code that applies to all. 

This  makes  i t  eas ier 
for people who don’t neces-
sarily identify with those two, 
rigid gender boxes to feel more 
accepted and wear what best 
expresses who they are without 
having to feel self-conscious. 

It’s especially nice for 
those who may not be out or 
completely sure of their gender 
identity, so they’re not forced to 
choose between a girls and boys 
dress code before they’re ready. 

Or, even if you do iden-
tify with one of those boxes but 
you simply feel more comfort-
able in shorts than a skirt, that 
is now available to you as well.

Not only is the dress code 
more inclusive to people who 
have a different gender iden-
tity, but the new dress code is 
also more culturally inclusive. 

For instance, if getting 
dressed up at your house means 
wearing a salwar kameez instead 
of the typical suit and tie, that is 
now completely in dress code. It 
allows people to embrace their 
culture and wear it proudly!

Plus, there are no more ties! 
Ties are perhaps one of the dumbest 
things dress code ever enforced. 

Almost all the boys last year 
just wore the same three sweaters 
or sports jackets over their 
clothing every single day so that 
the only part of the tie that could 
be witnessed was the very top at 
the neck. At that point, the point 
of tie (if there is any) is useless. 

Furthermore, it just created 
needless resentment toward 
wearing a tie in the first place, 
which is ultimately counterpro-
ductive and a waste of money. 

The biggest complaint I’ve 
heard about the new dress code is 
coming from the girls’ side: blouses. 

P l e n t y  o f  g i r l s  a r e 
c o m p l a i n i n g  a b o u t  h o w 
nobody knows what “blouses” 
are ,  but  i sn’t  tha t  rea l ly 
just a blessing in disguise? 

The ambiguity of the 
blouse just means that there 
are more options on what we 
can wear. Obviously, we can’t 
wear graphic tees, but anything 
else is fair game. What do you 
mean this isn’t a blouse, it’s a 
garment with loose hanging folds! 

Ultimately, the new dress 
code is exactly what we needed. 
It fosters individuality, acceptance, 
comfortability, and classiness. 

If ever you’re thinking that 
this new dress code is awful or 
too restrictive, just remember 
that at least it’s not the 1950s 
where the only colors you can 
wear are red, yellow, green, light 
blue, and dark blue with your 
saddle shoes and gray wool skirts.

I wasn’t angry or 
offended that Rob 
was asking me 
to re-do: he was 
challenging me to 
re-see, to re-expe-
rience, to play. 

Writing was always 
the skill that came 
easiest to me. As a 
quiet and reserved 
child, my written 
voice gave me a 
kind of power. 

another’s written work. In this 
way, Rob taught me the playful-
ness that exists in the possibility 
of revision: how a written work 
may never be finished, it exists 
authentically in its varied stages. 

I  r ev i sed  poems  for 
months, showing up at his 
office with versions of the 
same piece in verse, in form, 
in prose; in three lines; in fifty. 

There was fun in the play of 
how to express the idea, and there 
were infinite modes of expression. 
“What if this one were a pantoum?” 
he would ask, or, “What if you 
expand this into a villanelle?” 

Or he’d tell me, “Boil this 
line down into only ten sylla-
bles. Now eight. Now four.” I 
remembered the criticism I had 
received from my fourth-grade 
teacher, which I initially met 
with disbelief. Years later, for 
the first time, I wasn’t angry or 
offended that Rob was asking me 
to re-do: he was challenging me to 
re-see, to re-experience, to play. 

In the process of revision, I 
found purpose. I found challenge. 
And in challenge, I have found joy.

Memes vs. Emojis: 
Internet Showdown 
Continued from page 5

For example, having to be 
at school from 7 to 7 on Tuesdays 
makes me so [insert Arthur Fist]. 
Another meme nearly everyone 
has felt like at some point is Pepe 
the frog, a cartoon frog either 
leering creepily or looking forlorn. 

And finally (though it is so 
difficult to boil the most currently-
relatable memes down into just 
three but I have a word limit 
here), a meme that I can person-
ally identify with approximately 
24/7 is Gavin, the adorable little 
boy with questionable facial 
expressions that can be used to 
describe just about every situation.

One argument expressed 
in favor of emojis in conversa-
tion is that they’re portable and 
you can string them up yourself, 
add them to a text or as a caption 
to a photo, whereas memes have 
to be sent between people as a 
whole picture. It’s clunkier overall 
to use memes to communicate 

when you could just use emojis. 
As you may have been able 

to tell, I am biased towards memes 
in conversation. Yes, in addition 
to sending friends memes, one 
can easily reference memes while 
talking. After a hard test that your 
studying and practice problems 
had nothing to do with? “You 
never know what’s gonna come 
through that door.” You can’t, 
with preserved dignity at least, say 

“Gosh, right now I am the emoji 
with the blue face that fades to 
yellow with scared-looking eyes 
and hands pressed to its face.”.

No offense to emojis since 
I love them and use them all the 
time, but memes can convey an 
idea that everyone is familiar with, 
with minimal pictograph-hunting 
on the sender’s part. Therefore, 
they are the superior choice 
for everyday communication. 

Well, this is exactly what we did. Photo taken from Google Images.

Cartoon by Shelby Fairchild ’17 and Jack Antico ’17.
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Bisgaard becomes American citizen

“I hereby declare, on oath . 
. . that I will support and defend 
the Constitution and laws of 
the United States of America 
against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic; that I will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the same . . .”

In the Hartford Federal 
Building, on Friday, Aug. 5, Head 
of School Dennis Bisgaard swore 
the Naturalization Oath of Alle-
giance and became a new citizen 
of the United States of America. 

 He attended a ceremony with 
49 other families, took a photo with 
the presiding judge, and received 
his certificate of citizenship.

“The event was not a 
deeply emotional one,” Mr. 
Bisgaard said. “But I under-
stood it was a significant event.  
I appreciated it for the other 49 
families,” said Mr. Bisgaard.

Mr. Bisgaard has lived in 
the United States since 1998.  
“My wife is American and 
my kids were born here,” he 
said.  “It made perfect sense”.

by Benjamin Small ’19 Mr. Bisgaard said that the 
main reason he had not consid-
ered becoming a citizen earlier 
was the fact that Denmark – Mr. 
Bisgaard’s home country – did not 
permit dual-citizenship. However, 
on Sept. 1, 2015, the Danish Parlia-
ment allowed Danish citizens to 
become citizens of other nations.

As a green-card holder, 
Mr. Bisgaard said that there 
were two civil duties that he was 
unable to perform.  “I couldn’t 
vote or serve on a jury,” he said.  
“Sometimes, you are reminded of 
your ‘outsiderness.’ When politi-
cians say, ‘we Americans,’ they 
don’t know that we’re all not 
Americans,” said Mr. Bisgaard.

Director of Diversity, Inclu-
sion and Cultural Competency 
Joan Edwards attended the cere-
mony to support Mr. Bisgaard.  “I 
know becoming a citizen is a big 
deal,” she said,  “I’m not an Amer-
ican citizen.  I’ve thought about it.” 

Almost everyone attending 
this event was U.S. citizen 
or about to become one, but 
not Mrs. Edwards. “Coming 

from the perspective of being 
a non-US citizen, I wanted 
to support him,” she said.

Ms. Edwards said the event 
was quite moving. She said she 
wanted to bring a token of her 
support. “For birthdays you give 
gifts,” she said, “but what do 
you do for someone becoming a 
citizen? I wanted to bring an Amer-
ican flag, but I didn’t have time.”  
Ms. Edwards said she instead 
showed up in a patriotic scarf.

Mr. Bisgaard’s son, Nicolas 
Bisgaard ‘16, has registered to vote, 
“Nicolas and I will vote for the first 
time together,” Mr. Bisgaard said.  

Mr. Bisgaard said he was 
very fortunate in the citizen-
ship process. “Certainly there 
are hurdles for some people 
to get over, but not as much 
for me,” he said. “You know, 
the whole process cost around 
1,000 bucks,” said Mr. Bisgaard.

While Mr. Bisgaard noted he 
was concerned by the cost-prohibi-
tive and exclusionary nature of the 
price tag, he said he is happy to have 
become a United States citizen.

Head of School Dennis Bisgaard and his wife, Monica, celebrate Mr. 
Bisgaard’s new U.S.  citizenship on Aug. 5. Photo courtesy of Mr. Bisgaard. 

Faculty field trips: 
Traveling with teachers

Dunbar, Jones 
assume new roles

by Alec Rossi ’17 by Noah Stanton ’17

To fill the vacancies in 
this coming school year, history 
teacher Scott Dunbar will assume 
the role of chair of the Citizenship 
Committee (CitCo), while fellow 
history teacher Peter Jones will be 
take over as History Department 
chair. Mr. Dunbar and Mr. Jones 
both found out about their new 
titles near the end of the summer.

Mr. Dunbar said this change 
will not have much of an effect on 
the proceedings of CitCo, KO’s 
disciplinary review committee. “I 
think the committee has evolved 
over a long period of time,” he said, 
“although obviously the members 
of the committee sort of set the tone 
for what they would like to have.” 

The council consists of 
four teachers and four students, 
two juniors and two seniors, all 
of whom work together to adju-
dicate student behavioral cases. 

Mr. Dunbar is currently 
the longest-standing faculty 
member on CitCo, and will 
be joined by Upper School 
Science Department Chair Fritz 

Goodman, English teacher Cath-
erine Schieffelin, and one new 
member who is yet to be selected.

In addition to the title of 
committee chair, Mr. Dunbar 
has also inherited the two hefty 
volumes of CitCo records that date 
all the way back to the early 1970s, 
when the council was first formed. 

But, aside from the posi-
t ion changes,  he said the 
committee will remain more or 
less the same. “I’m just plan-
ning to continue on with what 
we’ve done in the past,” he said.

Similarly, Mr. Jones said 
that the history department will 
continue to carry on as usual, 
at least for the beginning of the 
year. However, he said he remains 
hopeful about the future. “I believe 
that any kind of change like this 
will allow for a new perspec-
tive,” he said. “This may allow 
us to look at what the depart-
ment does and how it does what 
it does in a different light,”

For now, both teachers said 
they are still adjusting to their new 
roles and working to carry them 
out to the best of their abilities.

Members of the Upper and Middle School English departments spent Friday, 
Sept. 23, in New York City, NY. Photo by Meg Kasprak.

Congratulations 
to seniors Carolyn 

McCusker and Alec 
Rossi on being named 

National Merit 
Semifinalists!

As part of their prepara-
tion for the upcoming school 
year, teachers in the History, 
Math, English, and Science 
Departments went on outings or 
engaged in activities to bond and 
enrich their subject knowledge.

In lieu of an outing, the 
Math Department competed in 
an on-campus scavenger hunt. 
Upper School Math Depart-
ment Chair Sandra Goss said 
that the purpose of the activity 
was to help new teachers accli-
mate to Kingswood Oxford. 

To arrange the hunt , 
Ms. Goss contacted Amer-
ican Outback Adventures and 
provided them with information 
on the logistics of KO’s campus 
and different campus landmarks.

The company complied a 
list of activities for the teachers 
to compete in. “[Teachers] had 
to make up a country song...take 
a picture with the clock on the 
20,” said Ms. Goss. In addition 
to these tasks, teachers had to 
make a human pyramid, make a 
rap, and find a statue on campus. 

After contacting Ms. Demers 
in the spring, Ms. Goss said that 
she wanted to do a bonding activity 
with the Math Department, as one 
has not been done in a while. Ms. 
Goss said that organized a depart-
ment scavenger hunt was not her 
first idea. “[We] tried to do an 
escape room at first,” she said..

The history department 
traveled to Hyde Park, in upstate 
New York to visit the home and 
presidential library of Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt. Organized 
and led by Upper School History 
Department Chair Peter Jones and 

Middle School History Depart-
ment Chair Andy Krugman, the 
department listened to a presenta-
tion on the library archives and the 
resources they have for everyone 
to research the Roosevelt years. 
In addition to the library, Hyde 
Park has a museum on Roos-
evelt which provides informa-
tion on the former president’s 
life and the era in which he lived.

History Teacher Ted Levine 
said that the most interesting 
part of the trip was learning 
about the resources available 
at the presidential library and 
archives. “For me, the most inter-
esting part was learning about 
what resources are available for 
everyone for free at Hyde Park 
and the library,” said Mr. Levine.

The Science Department 
traveled to the Peabody Museum 
at Yale University in New Haven. 
Science teacher Timothy Allerton 
said that the department broke into 
groups at the museum. Depending 
on their interests, teachers were 
able to explore independently. 

Mr. Goodman went on a 
tour with a museum educator to 

learn what it would be like to take 
a student group to the museum.

While the English Depart-
ment’s outing did not take place 
during the summer, they engaged 
in professional development 
during faculty work week. Upper 
School English Department Chair 
Meg Kasprak said that individuals 
in the department went to confer-
ences and in years past, teachers 
have met at Ms. Kasprak’s home 
to answer curriculum questions. 

On Friday, Sept. 23, the 
English Department traveled to 
Washington Square Park in New 
York City to attend a literary 
tour of lower Manhattan and 
grab lunch at the White Horse 
Tavern where author Dylan 
Thomas had his last meal.

Ms. Kasprak, who planned 
the retreat, said that the English 
Department has gone on similar 
outings in the past. In years 
past, the department has trav-
eled to the homesteads of Edith 
Wharton and Emily Dickinson, 
and traveled to Rhode Island 
for a writers’ workshop at the 
home of a faculty member. 
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While many KO students 
spent their summers at camp 
or on the beach, senior Sasha 
Bash participated in a six-week 
program at the Rhode Island 
School of Design. During her 
time there, she studied fashion 
design and art as she worked 
with other students, teachers, 
and artists in a college setting.

At RISD, Sasha took 
four classes – fashion class 
(her chosen major), drawing 
foundations, design founda-
tions, and critical studies in art.  

In her fashion class, students 
learned many new techniques 
and completed a variety of proj-
ects.  “We first learned technical 
skills, like how to draw flats. 
Flats show a manufacturer how 
to actually construct a design,” 
said Sasha. “This is an important 
skill that I otherwise wouldn’t 
have learned until college or later.”

Among the projects she 
worked on was a personal 
vision project consisting of 
three presentation boards. One 
was illustrated designs, another 
focused on mood of the designs, 
and the last presented her flats.  

Another  p ro jec t  was 
constructing a dress for a mini 
mannequin, an activity inspired 

by artist Todd Oldham. “My 
dress was inspired by a ‘grand-
ma’s couch,’” Sasha said. “I got  
two leather fabrics that I liked 
and then two  floral patterns. 
I wanted to challenge myself 
to make something cool using 
fabrics I normally wouldn’t use.”  

Her last project in fashion 
class was called “paperama,” in 
which she created a garment with 
only paper. When the dresses 
were finished, the members 
of the class modeled for one 
another in two fashion shows.

“I liked the fashion shows 
because I had never done anything 
like that before,” Sasha said. “It 
pushed everyone out of their 
comfort zones and it felt very real.”

Sasha learned an assort-
ment of different skills in her 
drawing foundations class. She 
and her classmates did blind 
contouring, which is drawing 
without looking at the paper, 
and also drew nude models. 

“One of my favorite parts 
of the program was the nude 
modeling because the drawings 
I created from that were some of 
my best works,” said Sasha. “It 
allowed me to learn to let loose 
and not be so focused, but instead 
focus on drawing the essence.” 

Sasha also said that her 
drawing teacher was a famous 

fashion illustrator from Europe 
that RISD brough in as a guest 
teacher. “It was really great to get 
another perspective on drawing 
that  was different from the tradi-
tional way I had been taught.”

The drawing teacher  taught 
the class a different way on how 
to draw fashion illustrations, 
Sasha said. “He really wanted us 
to focus on drawing the essence 
of what we saw, similar to how 
we did our nude drawings, 
Sasha said. “This pushed me 
outside of my comfort zone and 
forced me to do something new. “

She  sa id  she  mixed 
mediums and used unconven-
tional materials, further encour-
aging her to develop a new style.

Sasha’s other classes were 
design foundations, a technical 
class that focused on learning 
about composition, and critical 
studies in art, an academic class.  
She attended classes, each of 
which was six-hours long, five 
days a week. Her class size 
was an average of 30 students. 

“I think it was cool to be 
immersed in an art environment,” 
said Sasha. “Everyone who was 
there wanted to be there, so I wasn’t 
just learning from teachers but also 
from the students around me.”

At RISD, Sasha completed 
five portfolio pieces, several draw-

An emotional and comical 
rollercoaster jam-packed into 
nine seasons, “How I Met Your 
Mother” has bands of followers 
everywhere begging for more. 

The series starts in 2005, 
where 27-year-old Ted Mosby 
(Josh Radnor), living in New 
York City, works as an architect. 
He lives with his best friend, 
Marshall Eriksen (Jason Segel) 
and his long-term girlfriend 
Lily Aldrin (Alyson Hannigan).

The plot revolves around a 
central group, made up of five best 
friends, and their hectic days that 
usually all end with them gathering 
at their favorite bar, MacLaren’s. 

The main premise involves 
the complications of finding love 
and the ups and downs of the char-
acters’ friendships and careers. 

The story is told in a series 
of flashbacks, where the main char-
acter, Ted Mosby (Josh Radnor), 
explains the story to his kids 
about how he met their mother. 

This technique enables 
the story to be re-depicted 
from multiple points of view 
and to set up quick jokes to 
add humor into each episode. 

Ted’s unsuccessful dating 
life is often made fun of, and 
and he is hurt even more when 
he finds out that Marshall 
is getting married to Lily. 

Although Ted is happy for 
them, it causes him to realize 
that he needs to try even harder 
if he hopes to find true love.

Another of the gang, Barney 
Stinson (Neil Patrick Harris), 
whose job is left a mystery to the 
viewers, is known for his tricks 
he plays on gullible women in 
order to pick them up. Barney 
always comes up with new catch 
phrases that are, to this day, still 
used by fans across the country. 

He is constantly telling Ted 
that marriage is bad for him and 
that the single life is much more 
exciting. His fear of commitment 
plays a big role on Ted and makes 
him question his search for love. 

Despite this, Ted thinks he 
found the one, Robin Scherbatsky 
(Cobie Smulders), who ends up 
joining the friend group. Ted and 
Robin date on and off for years 
and Ted falls hard for her, but it 
is not until she announces her 
engagement to Barney that Ted 
realizes he let “the one” get away. 

Through flashes to the future 
and past, the stretched-out story is 
told as a sequence of events, most 
of which are completely unrelated 
to the overarching theme of how 
Ted met his children’s mother. 

The mother isn’t introduced 
to viewers until the eighth season, 
and therefore the series instead 
focuses on Ted’s prior relationships 
and discontent with those women. 

This displeasure sets the 
stage for eventual happiness with 
his wife and his two children, to 
whom he tells this whole story.

However, the last episode 
toys with viewer’s emotions 
and reveals a huge twist that 
catches everyone by surprise.

ings, and her many fashion projects.  
She incorporated new and experi-
mental techniques into her works.

During her junior year at 
KO, Sasha took Honors Portfolio 
Prep. The second semester of 
her class was taught by creative 
arts teacher Greg Scranton, 
and he saw her develop as an 
artist through her work and 
the techniques she employed.  

According to Mr. Scranton, 
Sasha was very interested in 
oil painting and airbrushing, 
neither of which are offered 
at KO, so she completed this 
artwork outside of school.

“She was very much in 
charge of her own explora-
tions, which is awesome,” said 
Mr. Scranton. “She is very 
self-motivated, driven, and 
curious, and that situated her 
well for her RISD experience.”  

Though Sasha had great 
freedom in making her art 
last year, she was exposed to 
many more styles and new 
mediums at RISD this summer.

 “I think this experience 
opened her up to a lot of new 
things, but it also reaffirmed 
what her interests and abilities 
are,” said Mr. Scranton. “I’m 
super excited to work with her 
this semester, to see what she’s 
going to work on, and I’m curious 

Adopt a new TV show 
with ABC’s ‘The Fosters’

Suit up for ‘How I 
Met Your Mother’
by Jacob Brown ’17

by Sasha Bash ’17

Sasha fashions new art at RISD
by Tara Kilkenny ’17

One of Sasha’s fashion illustrations 
from RISD. Photo by Sasha Bash 
’17.

how I can best serve her now.”
Sasha was  extremely 

happy  with her decesion to attend 
RISD this past summer, she said. 
“Overall, my drawing teacher 
opened me up to a whole different 
side of drawing that I think is so 
unique and different. I could not 
have learned this elsewhere.”

When a friend recommended 
that I should start watching “The 
Fosters,” I was a little skeptical. To 
be honest, I had seen commercials 
for “The Fosters” and it seemed 
like the typical ABC family 
show - teenage drama with little 
substance. While this might not 
necessarily be bad, these aren’t 
the type of shows I typically watch. 

However, one night this 
past summer when I had no new 
shows to watch (because I had 
just finished watching “Suits” 
- which is amazing!), I decided 
to take my friend’s advice. 

I could not have been 
any happier with my decision. 

“The Fosters” is about a 
unique family and the problems 
they encounter along the way. 
The family tree is a little compli-
cated, but stay with me: first there 
is Stef, a police officer, and her 
partner Lena, a vice principal at 
their childrens’ high school. They 
have a son, Brandon, whose father 
is Danny, also a police officer (and 
also Stef’s ex husband). Stef and 
Lena adopted the twins, Mariana 
and Jesus, when they were five 
because their mother was a drug 
addict and was thus incapable of 
raising them. In the first episode, 
Stef brings home Callie, a teen-
ager who has been in multiple 
foster homes and just got out 
of juvie (spoiler alerts ahead). 

Eventually, Stef and Lena 

also take in Callie’s younger 
brother, Jude. Jesus and Mari-
ana’s biological mother, father, 
and extended family also come 
into play. Callie’s biological 
father and his family also join the 
show when Callie realizes she and 
Jude actually only share a mother.

One of the reasons I like the 
Fosters so much is that it actually 
tackles real and controversial prob-
lems that I believe a lot of other 
TV shows or movies are scared 
to do. For example, as shown by 
the name, “The Fosters,” it deals 
a lot with the foster care system.

 I t  shows where the 
fo s t e r  c a r e  sy s t em f a l l s 
short, and the effect of this. 

For instance, Callie was 
in Juvie for hitting her previous 
foster care father’s car. However, 
she did this because he emotion-
ally and physically abused her 
and Jude. Furthermore, in one of 
their foster homes an older boy 
raped Callie. These plots come 
full circle in a later season when 
Jude’s friend, Jack, is killed 
by his foster father. This foster 
father was the same foster father 
who abused Callie and Jude. 

“The Fosters” also addresses 
the stigma against girls in sciences. 
Marianna is extremely gifted 
and as a result is asked to join 
the STEM club at school. She is 
one of three girls in the whole 
club and faces a lot of criticism 
for this. For example, the club 
splits up into groups to make a 

robot. Whatever team has the 
best robot gets to lead the club in 
the robotics competition. Before 
Marianna and the two other girls 
in her group present their robot, 
they face rude remarks from the 
other boys. Their robot, however, 
is clearly the best and beats the 
other robots in every category. 

Despite this, a different 
group got chosen because it was 
decided by peer voting. When 
the girls speak up and note how 
their robot was in fact the best, 
the teacher decides to override the 
vote and let them lead the team. 
One of the boys says to Mari-
anna, “Way to use the girl card.”

These are just two examples 
of problems confronted head on 
in “The Fosters.” However, there 
are many other issues, such as 
mental health, drug abuse, and 
racism that are also addressed. 

“The Fosters” is also the 
first show to have two boys (each 
13 years old) kiss. I applaud the 
show for not being afraid to 
keep it real and push the bound-
aries of standard TV shows.

Even after all of these 
issues, the one thing that keeps 
everyone stable in the show is 
family. I have never seen a TV 
show convey the importance of 
family as much as “The Fosters” 
does. “The Fosters” shows that 
blood does not make a family, but 
rather love. If you want a show that 
you can both laugh and cry at, I 
strongly suggest “The Fosters.”
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Meghan snaps her way through Italy
by Jacob Brown ’17

Senior Meghan Dalton 
received the Rosoff Fellowship 
for photography and took a life-
changing trip around Europe.

The  h igh- leve l  work 
that she produced after taking 
Photography 1, Photography 
2 Honors, and interning with 
a professional photographer 
impressed many students and 
faculty members around campus. 

As a result she was given 
a grant to take a trip anywhere 
in the world to continue doing 
what she loves: taking pictures. 

Over the summer, Meghan 
used the money she won the 
grant to fund a trip to Germany 
and Italy, two countries she has 
always dreamed about going to. 

This two-week adven-
ture took place over the summer 
in the beginning of August 
and started with her traveling 

to Germany for four days.
“I began my trip in Germany 

where I got to see my cousin, who 
is in the American Air Force and is 
stationed overseas,” said Meghan. 
“It had been a while since I had 
seen her last so I was really excited 
to spend time with her. She was 
able to take me around villages 
in the city of Frankfurt where 
I snapped many cool photos.” 

Part of her time with her 
cousin was spent traveling to 
Strasbourg, France, for a day 
to see all the sites and to take 
pictures of the ancient architecture. 

After this four-day stay, she 
flew to Florence where she met 
up with a group of five girls and 
a Croatian photographer, as well 
as a woman named Stephania 
who has lived in Florence her 
whole life. This is the group she 
stayed with for the rest of the trip.

For the next six days, she 
went on daily excursions around 

Florence to not only learn the 
history of the city but also to 
take pictures. When the group 
wasn’t taking pictures, Stephania 
was leading them around the 
city, showing them various 
churches and historical sites.

“Every day they gave me 
a different photo assignment 
to accomplish,” said Meghan. 
“These assignments ranged from 
portraits to street photography 
to architecture. At the end of 
each day, we were required to 
share our work with the rest of 
the group and get it critiqued.”

Despite this trip being 
advertised as a photography trip, 
she said it was also very educa-
tional. “Every day Stephania 
would teach us about the history 
of the city and show us many cool 
places only locals would know 
about,” said Meghan. “She even 
took us to her favorite restaurants 
so we could dine like true Italians.”  

After her six days in Flor-
ence, she then ventured with her 
group to Venice. She spent a total of 
four days here but took two day trips 
to small islands right of the coast. 

“This trip was absolutely 

life-changing,” said Meghan. “I 
am so thankful for the opportunity 
I was presented with, and I was so 
thrilled that I got to spend two weeks 
in two unbelievable countries. 
This is a trip I will never forget.”

Meghan captures scenery of Burano, near Venice. Photo by Meghan Dalton ’17.

Gemini Syndrome
alternatively rocks 

Gemini Syndrome is a 
Los Angeles-based, alternative 
metal band that first broke into 
the music scene in 2013, with 
the release of their debut album, 
“Lux.” For a debut album, Gemini 
Syndrome was able to really put 
its name out there, with tracks like 
“Stardust,” “Pleasure and Pain,” 
“Mourning Star,” and “Babylon.” 

As described by drummer 
Brian Medina, the band name 
represents the idea of acknowl-
edging how, while our differences 
may separate us, there will always 
be that desire to feel connected and 
unified with those around us. This 
can evidently be seen in the two 
parts of the name, with Gemini, 
the zodiac sign, representing 
duality, and the prefix in syndrome, 
“syn,” represent ing uni ty.

Characterized by heavily 
amplified distorted guitar riffs, the 
mix of melodic vocal and growling 
styles, and the overall loud and 
heavy expressions of messages 
like awakening the light that lives 
within us all and the struggles of 
defeat, hopelessness, and addiction, 
“Lux” is the epitome of present-
day alternative, nu metal bands. 

While they are still a rela-
tively new band, it is clear that their 
style can very well be compared 
to that of more-established, 
alternative metal, hard rock, and 
heavy metal bands like Breaking 
Benjamin, Shinedown, Five Finger 
Death Punch, and Disturbed. 

Like many other newer 
bands and artists, it is clear from 
“Lux” that Gemini Syndrome 
has a lot more work left to do, 
regarding finding their own 
sound. Most, if not all, of the 
tracks on their debut album can be 
described as aggressive, upbeat, 

loud, thunderous, with their 
catchy choruses, pounding drum 
beats, and thrashing guitar solos. 

Regardless of their apparent 
lack of variety in the sounds of 
their tracks, their album peaked 
at No. 3 on Top Heatseekers’ 
Albums chart and at No. 150 
on the Billboard 200 chart. The 
fourth single from the album, 
“Stardust,” peaked at No. 19 on 
the Mainstream Rock Tracks chart. 

Gemini Syndrome had just 
recently released their highly antic-
ipated, second album, “Memento 
Mori,” just last month. Consid-
ering the positive responses the 
band had received for their debut 
album, the next challenge they had 
to overcome was not only living 
up to the precedent they set with 
“Lux,” but also to exceed those 
established expectations as well. 

Utilizing the same charts as 
from their debut album, Gemini 
Syndrome’s sophomore album had 
peaked at No. 115 on the Billboard 
200 chart and at No. 1 on Top 
Heatseekers’ Albums chart. With 
the increase of peaks, it is clear that 
“Memento Mori” had an overall 
good reception from the listeners 
of the alternative metal scene, 
disregarding how much of that had 
come from the success of “Lux.”

“Memento Mori” is a Latin 
expression that roughly trans-
lates to “remember, you die.” 
Overall, the phrase can be used 
to describe an object or concept 
that reminds one of their inevi-
table mortality, such as a skull. 

Overall, the group had tried 
to go about the creation process 
with “Memento Mori,” differ-
ently than they had with “Lux.”

Drummer Brian Medina 
explains that they had written 
“Lux” when they were a new 
band, and so that album was all 

about developing and putting out 
their first raw and official creation 
as a group. With “Memento Mori,” 
the group had already coordi-
nated their sound, and so their 
sophomore album was all about 
strengthening their distinct traits 
as a band, along with passing on 
the messages they advocate for. 

Overall, there is defi-
nitely a connection between the 
two albums; it is clear that they 
come from the same group, as 
the melodic vocals, emotional 
messages, hard-hitting guitar 
r i ffs ,  and pulsing percus-
sion rhythms were very much 
prevalent in all of their tracks.

A difference worth noting is 
that, while the vocals are all pretty 
much clean, with barely any incor-
poration of growling or screaming 
for longer than a few seconds. 

In this album, there is 
overall more variety in the tempo 
and moods of the songs as well. 
You’ll find tracks such as “Say 
Goodnight” and “Awaken” that 
are much less upbeat and bellig-
erent than those such as “Alive 
Inside,” “Sorry Not Sorry,” and 
“Anonymous,” which still incorpo-
rate some growling vocalizations 
beneath the main, melodic vocals.

Lyrically, “Memento Mori” 
retains a lot of meaning that was 
expressed in the debut album. 
Overall, it seems as though these 
messages are much broader as 
well, with songs like “Zealot” 
being about religion and how 
humans look toward faith for 
a sense of hope in a hopeless 
world, and those like “Brought to 
Light,” which depict the struggles 
of feeling trapped within one’s 
insanity and wishing for a way 
to escape the hopelessness and 
anxiety that comes with hiding 
the darkness from everyone.

by Gabrielle Ruban ’18
Chris Vicevich is anything 

but the boring new math teacher. 
In graduate school, he received 
financial aid, which required him 
to teach a course. He fell in love 
with teaching, which led him to get 
his master’s degree in math educa-
tion, and ultimately here to KO.

Mr. Vicevich grew up in 
Simsbury and wanted to find a 
job close to home. When applying 
to teach at schools in the area he 
found KO and knew this was a 

by Eliza Charette ’18

Vicevich, Wayne 
join KO faculty

Adding  to  the  l a rge 
group of new English teachers, 
Heather Wayne said she is 
looking forward to seeing what  
the KO community will offer.

Coming to KO after teaching 

by Grace Amell ’17

Chris Vicevich. Photo by 
Shelby Fairchild ’17

Heather Wayne. Photo 
by Shelby Fairchild ’17

perfect 
match. 
His f irst 
impression 
of KO is a 
good one. 
“Everyone 
i s  v e r y 
busy  a l l 
the time, 
but so far 
it has been 
a  v e r y 
supportive 

and nice community,” he said. 
Besides teaching, Mr. 

Vicevich enjoys translating clas-
sical and Buddhist texts as well 
learning and growing in the 
Buddhist religion. He is also an 
avid videogamer. “Dark Souls” 
is one of his favorite games. 

Mr. Vicevich is intrigued by 
the Math and Writing Center, which 
will open for the second semester, 
and is excited to contribute to that 
and other activities around campus. 

writing 
and liter-
ature 
classes as 
a graduate 
student 
a t  t h e 
University 
of Massa-
chusetts at 
Amherst, 
Mrs. 
Wayne 
will 

be teaching English classes 
in  the  Upper  School  and 
coaching Forensic  Union. 

After growing up in Orlando, 
Fla., and attending a small private 
high school, Mrs. Wayne attended 
Furman University, where she 
majored in English and studio art. 

She then began working 
towards her  Ph.D.  a t  the 
University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst. Toward the end of her 
work she said that she began 
to think of what to do next. 

“I missed teaching high 
school and the sense of commu-
nity you get from being at a 
high school,” said Mrs. Wayne.

S h e  a d d e d  t h a t  s h e 
applied to teach at KO to see 
what would happen, and, when 
she visited it, she  felt like this 
was the right place for her. 

“I’m hoping Kingswood 
Oxford continues to be the 
right fit for me,” she said. “My 
students have a lot of energy 
and big opinions about the 
literature we are discussing.”

O u t s i d e  o f  s c h o o l , 
Mrs. Wayne enjoys spending 
t i m e  w i t h  h e r  h u s b a n d . 

They  espec ia l ly  l ike 
cooking together. “Our latest 
cooking conquest is making 
pasta  f rom scratch which 
is a lot of fun,” she said. 
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Setting out for various 
activities and field trips, KO 
faculty members came together 
within their respective depart-
ments on Thursday, Aug. 25. These 
department events provided an 
opportunity for teachers to bond 
and spend some time with one 
another before the start of school.

The Creative Arts Depart-
ment, led by Upper School 
Creat ive  Arts  Depar tment 
Chair Todd Millen, visited 
“Real Art Ways” in Hartford.  

This contemporary art space 
is known for its strong link to the 
local arts community as the host 
of many performances, exhibi-
tions, concerts, and films. Open to 
the public, a variety of interesting 
programs and events occur at Real 
Art Ways throughout the year.

The 11 members of the 

Creative Arts Department trav-
eled the short distance to Real Art 
Ways and took a look around.  “We 
spent some time seeing what they 
do there and enjoying the works of 
the artists,” said Mr. Millen. “We 
met with the education department 
there and with the curator, who 
walked us through three shows.”  

Real Art Ways is a collec-
tion of some of the cutting-
edge artists and pieces in our 
community, and, according to 
Mr. Millen, and it’s worth a visit.

There  are  three  new 
Creative Arts staff members, so 
this department activity provided 
the faculty with a chance to get to 
know them.  “It was a really great 
experience,” said Mr. Millen.  
“It was one of the few times 
during the year that the whole 
department can get together.”

After viewing what Real 
Art Ways had to offer, KO arts 

teachers began school with a host 
of new ideas and great enthu-
siasm. “We can use what we 
learned from this experience in 
the classroom,” said Mr. Millen, 
“and overall it really helped us get 
ready for the year and get excited.”

Upper School Modern 

Faculty bond through artistic endeavors
by Tara Kilkenny ’17 Languages Department Chair Lynn 

Schork organized an outing for all 
faculty members in languages and 
classics. Their day consisted of 
exploring the Yale Art Museum 
and taking a historical cruise at the 
Thimble Islands in Stony Creek.

“There was a wonderful 
collection at  the Yale Art 
Museum,” said Ms. Schork, “and, 
since we use and talk about art in 
all of our classes, we looked at 
it with an education focus, like 
this is what our students could 
experience.” KO faculty took a 
tour of the exhibits and collec-
tions and spent the morning there.  

In the afternoon, they went 
on the boat ride, where they 
learned a lot about the Thimble 
Islands as well as a bit of history.

“The main point of it was 
collegiality,” said Ms. Schork. 
“It was really nice to get together 
and share what we’ve been 

doing.” The Language Depart-
ment also has new teachers, so 
the day was an opportunity for 
them to assimilate with the group.  

New and returning staff 
members were able to learn 
more about Connecticut while 
engaging in a new experience 
with fellow teachers. Similar to 
the Creative Arts Department, 
this event was one of the few 
times when the entire Language 
Department comes together. 

The Modern Languages 
Department will be attending a 
conference in November, but they 
will be separated by language.  

This department has not 
participated in an organized 
activity in preparation for school 
in recent years, and Ms. Schork 
said the outing this year was a great 
success. “It was a great way to kick 
off the year, and I would do it again 
in a heartbeat,” said Ms. Schork.

“The main point 
of it was collegi-
ality . . . It was 
really nice to 
get together and 
share what we’ve 
been doing.”

– Ms. Schork

New talent enriches Arts Department
With the new school year, 

three new faculty members have 
joined the Creative Arts Depart-
ment as a choral director, a theater 
director, and a visual arts teacher.

Steve Mitchell has joined 
KO as the new choral director 
for various groups here in the 
Middle School and Upper School. 

In the Middle School, 
Mr.  Mi tche l l  d i r ec t s  the 
Upper Prep Choraliers, Canta-
bile, Octopipers, and F2B. 

In the Upper School, 
Mr.  Mi tche l l  d i r ec t s  the 
Upper School Concert Choir, 
and the all-girl groups, Voce 
Novissima and Oxfordians. 

Aside f rom direct ing 
the seven choral groups, Mr. 
Mitchell will also be working 
alongside Theater Director 
Nathan Langemeyer on the 
musical this coming winter. Mr. 
Mitchell will be conducting the 
orchestra pit and also teaching 
the students the show’s music.

Mr. Mitchell was born 
and raised in Miami, Fla. 
After attending the Univer-
sity of Miami, Mr. Mitchell 
spent several years directing 
public school choral groups. 

While working for 10 years 
at the Cutler Ridge Middle School 
in Miami, Mr. Mitchell developed 
the Cutler Ridge Middle School 
ARTS program, which became 
a nationally-renowned model 
for music and arts education. 

In 2000, Mr. Mitchell and 
his family moved to West Hart-
ford. Prior to coming to KO, Mr. 
Mitchell served as the minister 
of music and arts at Asylum Hill 
Congregational Church in Hart-
ford, where he was  in charge of 
the Sanctuary Choir, the Asylum 
Hill Concert Series, childrens’ 
music programming, and adult 
studies in art, drama, and music. 

In addition to being a 
choral director at schools, Mr. 
Mitchell has also conducted The 
Miami Boy Choir, University of 
Miami Summer Choral Camp, 

University of Wisconsin Music 
Clinics, Connecticut Northern 
Regional Middle School and 
High School Choirs, the Berk-
shire League Music Festival, 
Connecticut Southern Regional 
High School Honor Choir, 
and the NCCC Festival Choir.

Overall, Mr. Mitchell said 
he has had a good transition to 
KO. While he said there has been 
some confusion, he said he enjoys 
working with the KO community, 
and already has some goals in mind. 

Mr.  Mitchel l  said he 
hopes that, through choral 
music, he can help change the 
mindsets of KO students on 
music and singing in general.

“My goals are to help 
students realize that singing can 
bring joy, release, and distraction 
from everyday,” Mr. Mitchell said, 
“I want kids to know that singing 
isn’t something you do for a class; it 
is something you do for your life.”  

Mr. Mitchell spends a lot 
of time outside of school, taking 
part in choral groups himself, 
along with producing annual 
performance programs as well.

“I’m a performer, and so 
I sing professionally with both 
CONCORA, which is the Connect-
icut Choral Artists, and Voce, 
which is another professional vocal 
ensemble here in Hartford,” Mr. 
Mitchell said, “I also do perfor-
mances of my own, like doing 
cabarets or other kinds of shows 
for fundraisers as well. I am the 
co-producer of Nightfall, which is 
a big, annual, outdoor event that 
happens here in Hartford. This year 
it’ll be held in October, in Eliza-
beth Park, where I will take on 

the responsibility of the technical 
director for the upcoming show.”

M r.  L a n g e m e y e r  i s 
the new Middle School and 
Upper School theater director.

“My goal is to help inspire 
and grow this program and take 
it somewhere it has never gone 
before,” Mr. Langemeyer said. “I 
grew up outside of Boston, and I got 
my first teaching job in Chicago, at 
the age of 24, and then I went to 
DC. For me, I just wanted to see 
the world. I grew up in a small 
town near Boston, called Ashland.”

Mr. Langemeyer has had 
experience teaching in inner-city 
schools, public schools, indepen-
dent schools, community colleges, 
and has also directed and costumed 
many theater  productions.

“My passion for theater 
came from high school. I was 
involved in theater productions 
and I took drama and acting 
classes as well,” he said. “Being 
a theater person and a teacher are 
kind of synonymous to me. When 
I’m teaching, I’m performing. 
While teaching, I take on different 
roles and I take on different char-
acters, in order to take conver-
sations in different directions.”

Mr. Langemeyer earned his 
bachelor’s degree from the Salem 
State University. “I decided to 
do a double major, but I wanted 
a B.F.A. in directing, not just a 
B.A.,” Mr. Langemeyer said. “I 
knew I wanted to teach, and so 
along with majoring in theater, I 
majored in education as well.”

Mr. Langemeyer said he has 
really appreciated how welcoming 
the KO community has been with 
his entrance into the school.

“ P e o p l e  h a v e  b e e n 
embracing me with open arms, 
always asking what they can do 
to help,” Mr. Langemeyer said. 
“Everyone has a wonderful sense 
of humor here, and I’m slowly 
adjusting, getting to know different 
buildings and different traditions. I 
want to know all the little things that 
make up the bigger picture of  KO.”

Mr.  Langemeyer said 
he hopes that this year, he 
can help introduce theater 
to a wider audience at KO. 

“One of my goals is to get 
new people involved, and that can 
be onstage or offstage,” he said. “It 
can even be just getting people to 
come to one workshop, not neces-
sarily committing 100 percent, 
but to kind of try something new.”

Another new staff member, 
Jacquelyn Gleisner, has joined 
KO’s Arts Department as a part-
time visual arts teacher in both the 
Middle School and Upper School. 

Ms.  Gleisner  wil l  be 
teaching various classes in 
the Upper School, including 
drawing, painting, and Introduc-
tion to Studio Art. She moved to 
Connecticut from New Hamp-
shire, where she taught art classes 
at two colleges there, including the 
New Hampshire Institute of Art. 

Ms. Gleisiner lived in 
New Hampshire for three years, 
and moved to Connecticut to be 
closer to family in New Haven.

Ms. Gleisner received her 
undergraduate degree in fine 
arts and art history from Boston 
University, and she later received 
her graduate degree from the Cran-
brook Academy of Art in Michigan. 

Most of Ms. Gleisner’s 
teaching experience has been 
at the university level, however 
she did teach a summer program 
at the Cranbrook Academy of 
the Art for high school students.

“I always knew that I 
wanted to be an artist,” Ms. Glei-
sner said, “I was the kid that was 
always drawing, always painting 
from the time I could talk. I don’t 
know how or why, but I always 
knew I wanted to be an artist.”

by Gabrielle Ruban ’18

New choral and a capella director, 
Steven Mitchell. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

New theater director, Nathan 
Langemeyer. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

Ms. Gleisner said that she 
enjoys various art mediums, 
however her favorite is painting. 
“I love drawing, but I would say 
that my heart is really in painting,” 
Ms. Gleisner said. “Right now, 
I’ve been pretty obsessed with 
gouache paints for the past year 
or two, they’re my favorites.”

Ms. Gleisner said she 
was initially a little apprehen-
sive about coming to teach high 
school-level art courses, but she’s 
enjoyed her experience here so far.

“I was nervous about the 

New visual arts teacher, Jacquelyn 
Gleisner. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

transition coming from teaching 
college-level classes, but it’s been 
very pleasant here,” she--- said.

Ms. Gleisner said she wants 
to incorporate more of a histor-
ical background to the art styles 
that she teaches in the classroom. 

“One of the things I’m 
particularly passionate about 
is providing more of a context 
behind art,” Ms. she said. “I want 
to include historical references and 
show kids a lot of modern artists 
so they have an understanding of 
not only what has been done in the 
past, but all the wild and different 
things that are being done now.”

Ms. Gleisner said she realizes 
that not every one of her students 
may pursue art as a career, but 
that doesn’t discourage her from 
making the most of her art courses.

“I understand that many, 
if not most, high school students 
taking art courses will not grow 
up to be professional artists,” Ms. 
Gleisner said. “However, I still 
believe it is important to equip 
them with this form of visual 
thinking that is becoming more 
and more important in our culture.”
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Fashionista of the 
month: Owen Cotthaus
by Isabel Kaufman ’17

Inspired by fashion icons 
Jaden Smith, John Ross, and Ian 
Connor, senior Owen Cotthaus 
always seems to be ‘in’ with the 
latest fashion trends. Although 
these three stars have unique styles, 
Owen appreciates each for their 

Owen Cotthaus strikes a pose for the 
camera. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

“edgy and outside the box looks.”
The trendy teen takes pride 

in each outfit he puts together, 
whether he has picked it out 
at night or thrown it together 
the morning before school.

“My favorite fall outfit is 
probably a knit sweater, some 
green pants, some fancy socks and 
a new pair of sneakers,” said Owen.

As far as accessories go, he 
is a fan of sunglasses along with 
a nice watch, a silver chain, a hat, 
and some type of hair tie or head-
band when his hair is grown out.

Owen says that his outfit 
of choice when the temperature 
begins to drop consists of a puffy 
coat or vest, burgundy pants, 
wool socks, polo boots, and to 
top it all off, a warm flannel.

“Sometimes I get made 
fun of because the things I 
wear are really out there… for 
example, right now I am wearing 
a cardigan…I bought a new denim 
jacket which I am not sure was the 
best idea, but I am comfortable with 
what I wear and I don’t let people’s 
opinions affect me,” he said.

Owen is certainly not alone 
when it comes to admiring and 
respecting his wardrobe. Many 
other students in the school find his 
apparel to be distinctive and stylish. 

“Owen is someone that 
if I were a male I would aspire 
to dress like. It is nice to see 
that he puts a lot of effort 
in,” said senior Faith Pease.

This fashionable student is 
noticed by many, and appreciated 
by the majority of our KO campus.

“He stands out because of 
the uniqueness of his outfits. I love 
his glasses because they fit his face 
very well,” agreed senior Clayton 
Barnes and junior Ben Tauber. 
Owen is able to pull off outfits 
that many would not consider.

He is the Jaden Smith of 
KO, adding a little extra trend 
and style to our school day.. 

Student leader of the 
month: Ryan Albanesi

As we dive into the new 
school year – starting up new 
classes, meeting new friends and 
teachers, and taking on new roles on 
campus – senior Ryan Albanesi has 
stood out in more ways than one. 

This scholarly student was 
voted senior prefect, a Shield 
and Dragon executive committee 
leader, a member of the Citi-
zenship committee (CitCo), a 
dual varsity sport captain, and 
finally, his most recent victory, 
a Student Government senator.

Through all of his accom-
plishments thus far, Ryan says he 
has always tried to take on the roles 
that fit his personality, the positions 
he knows he will be able to excel 

by Isabel Kaufman ’17

Ryan Albanesi celebrates his recent Student Government victory. Ryan is also 
head prefect and a CitCo representative. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

in. For example, as senior prefect 
he delivered a speech toward the 
beginning of this school year about 
having to fight through the losses 
in order to make it to the victories. 

The KO campus sat listening 
to Ryan with their mouths open in 
awe, taking in every inspirational 
word that came out of his mouth.

“When I was thinking 
about writing that speech, I just 
didn’t want to shy away from the 
fact that I had lost running for 
Student Government speaker,” 
he said. “I wanted to be honest 
and I wanted to make it clear 
that even though we’re all going 
to lose at some points, and it’s 
never fun, losing really is a part 
of what makes KO so special.”

The KO environment, Ryan 

says, is built to support students 
when they lose, and remind them of 
all the times they have won before. 

After losing the speaker 
election, Ryan was reminded 
why he ran for CitCo repre-
sentative as a sophomore, and 
why he wanted to be a prefect. 

“I think I try to be in these 
leadership roles to help the younger 
kids who want to get involved and 
want to be a part of something, 
but are too scared to try, because 
that was me,” he said. “If I hadn’t 
run for senator sophomore year, I 
don’t know if I would have had the 
confidence to do any of this other 
stuff.” It takes not only courage to 
run for these positions, but also the 
ability to connect with a variety 
of personalities within the class. 

Ry a n  i s  w e l l  l i k e d 
among the KO community. 
He is a student whose legacy 
will continue to impact future 
classes long after he graduates.

“I think I try to be 
in these leader-
ship roles to help 
the younger kids 
who want to get 
involved and want 
to be a part of 
something, but are 
too scared to try, 
because that was 
me.”

– Ryan Albanesi 

Siblings at school agree it’s cool
by Olivia Rossi ’18

New faces  f lood the 
campus as the Upper School 
gains a new freshman grade. 

The time is full of intro-
ductions. However, this year, 

Sister and brother Molly and Eryk 
Jones. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

Brother and sister Justin and Skylar 
Barron. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

Sisters Sophia and Isabel Kaufman. 
Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

with the increasing number of 
siblings present in the freshman 
class, this time is also full of 
stares as everyone wonders 
‘Is that so and so’s sibling?’

The Kaufman sisters, senior 
Isabel and freshman Sophia, are 
one of the multiple pairs of siblings 
in this situation. Between their 

similar looks and style, you can’t 
help noticing the resemblance. 

If this isn’t enough for some 
people to see the likeness, the two 
can be seen driving in together 
during the free period they share 
or out on the soccer  field at sports.

“I like having her in the 
high school because when I had 
to drive her to the Middle School, 
I had to be there a little earlier 
and now we don’t have to do 
that,” said Isabel. “I like being on 
a sports team with her [and] so 
does my mom because she only 
has to go to one set of games.”

However, convenience aside, 
the sisters both mentioned they 
just like to see each other around.

For Sophia, it was not only 
nice to see her older sister around, 
but Isabel also helped her get to 
know a variety of  upperclassmen. 

“It helped me because I 
already knew a good amount 
of the teachers and older kids 
because of her,” Sophia said. 

Sophia wasn’t the only 
freshman sibling who shared 
this opinion. Junior Skylar 
Barron’s brother, freshman Justin 
Barron, has a similar outlook.

“Having an older sibling in 
the Upper School is so helpful. 
She guides me through every-
thing and really pushes me in 
the right direction,” he said.

This sibling pair can defi-
nitely be spotted, whether it is 
Justin on the football field with 
his enthusiastic sister on the 

sidelines, or their consistently 
loud and friendly greetings. 

Justin also mentioned that, 
even though he attended KO before 
freshman year, he was left out of 
the Upper School experience, and 
now that they can both experience 
the same thing he likes it better.

Skylar shared that not 
only is it helpful to have an 
older sibling, but it’s also 
nice to have a younger one.

“He is a great support to 
know I constantly have,” she 
said. “It makes high school 
more fun because we really are 
best friends and the high school 
has brought us closer together.”

Even though everything 
sounds good about having a sibling 
in this freshman class, Skylar said 
that there are some downsides.

“My least favorite part is that 
he’s a freshman,” she said, “so he 
has to go to study halls ,and I don’t 
get to hang out with him that much.”

S o m e  p e o p l e  d i d n ’ t 

share the same view as the 
Kaufman or Barron siblings. 

Freshman Molly Jones 
said that she doesn’t get to see 
her brother, sophomore Eryk 
Jones, very often, and they don’t 
always say hi. As the daughter 
of a faculty member, she said, 
“It wasn’t that helpful because I 
know everyone else here already.”

But as the year finally 
starts to settle in, the “do I know 
you?’”stares have died down, and 
these sibs are able to enjoy attending 
the Upper School together.
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KO students,  parents, 
faculty and even the neigh-
bors around campus are now 
bearing witness to the beauty of 
what started merely as an idea 
from senior Rose Esselstyn. 

Rose’s idea, known as the 
Red KOw Farm, was presented 
publicly at the club fair on 
Friday, Sept. 16 and currently 
occupies  the  once barren 
space behind the dining hall.

The plan has been in the 
works ever since Rose left KO 
after the first semester last year 
to attend the Chewonki Semester 
School in Wiscasset, Maine. 
While at the environmental insti-
tution, she observed the beauty of 
bringing people closer to the land. 
“This sort of serenity I wanted 
to bring back to KO,” she said.

 This idea of grace in 
nature would “become a brain-
child of hers,” said Director of 
Facilities Lawrence Marciano.

Throughout the summer, 
Rose, along with her father Ted 
Esselstyn, spent many tireless 
weekends building and mulching 
over 20 beds that would become 
the Red KOw Farm. However, 
they were not alone in their 
efforts to reinvent this wasteland.

They acquired the help of the 
KO buildings and grounds crew, 
Mr. Brian Woerlen of Sage Dining 

Services, and science teachers 
Lisa Bailey, Fritz Goodman, and 
Tim Allerton; Mr. Allerton was 
especially amenable to helping 
after trying to start a garden run 
by freshmen in Earth and Environ-
mental Sciences three years prior.

Mr. Woerlen was a critical 
player in creating the garden, 
allying Rose with Sage Dining, 
which would provide seeds and 
fertilizer to be used in the garden.

The once-barren wooden 
boxes of manure and seeds are 

now filled with the budding toma-
toes and herbs incorporated into 
this week’s chicken parmesan, as 
well as many meals to come thanks 
to Mr. Woerlen and Sage Dining.

“Though we’re using what 
we’ve grown to supplement the 
meals, we intend to expand the 
garden after this winter to a point 
where we can grow enough vege-
tables to sustain some meals,” 
he said. “I’m really excited to 
be part of this process and look 
forward to the farm’s expansion.”

by John Leuschner ’18

Are Wyverns still 
dressed for success?

Although the transition from 
Middle School to Upper School 
can be very overwhelming and full 
of stress for the freshmen, there 
are some pros and cons in terms 
of freedom given to the students. 

The  major i ty  o f  the 
freshmen students who were ques-
tioned felt that they were enjoying 
life in the KO  Upper Schoool 
more than the Middle School.

“I like the high school better 
because there are a lot more oppor-
tunities for me to be involved in,” 
said freshman Justin Barron. He 
continued by explaining how the 
mix of clubs, sports, and inter-
action with the older students 
in the Upper School make his 
time here more interesting. 

Freshmen agree that the 
amount of freedom is much 
greater in the Upper School. 
Several students explained how 
they feel more relaxed when they 
have free time during the day.

Similarly, freshman Jack 
Risley added that he likes the 
Upper School because he feels 
more free compared to in the 
Middle School where his day 
was controlled by the teachers.

In the Upper School the 
combination of free periods/study 
hall, lunch, and PLB allows the 
freshmen to feel open to try new 

Over the past few years, 
dress codes across the country 
have come under intense criti-
cism. The reasons for this criti-
cism include gender disparities 
in the code, accomadations to 
LGBT+ students, and greater 
acceptance of different cultures.

This past year a group 
of teachers assigned to the 
dress code, along with input 
from students, designed a new 
dress code that is more inclu-
sive to various people and 
cultures, as well as being unisex.

Director of Academic Plan-
ning and science teacher Carolyn 
McKee explained the dress code. 
“We were revising the code to make 
it more simple and gender neutral.”

She added, “The biggest 
problem was the disparity 
between the boys and girls code.”

Students feel that the 
dress code is more relaxed, 
al lowing for greater  f lex-
ibility and self-expression.

“[The new dress code] gives 
you more freedom,” said junior Rob 
Downes. “It gives you more variety 
with what to wear, and it’s also 
less constricting in what to wear.”

“It’s pretty lenient,” added 
junior Will Beerbower. “I can 
wear a sweater and a T-shirt 
together; that’s pretty flexible.”

Junior Emma Smith also 
said she enjoys the more casual 
nature of the new dress code. “I 
love that  in hot weather, I don’t 
have to wear a sweater with 
everything anymore,” she said. 

Ms. McKee said that the 
dress code still has problems 
that need to be looked at, but 
changes such as the optional 
ties will make a big difference.

“The biggest problem was 
the dress code became so much 
about what you couldn’t wear,” 
said Ms. McKee. “The list of things 
became longer and longer. The 
boys code was a lot more formal 
than the girls code,” she said.

Junior Jenna Mick said she 
was fairly confused by the new 
rules. “It’s pretty iffy on what’s 
dress code and what’s not,” she 
said, “so it’s hard to figure out 
what you can and can’t wear.”

Ms. McKee expressed a 
similar opinion. “The no-collar 
situation needs to be addressed,” 
she said. “What constitutes a 
T-shirt, and what’s acceptable as a 
collar ,and what’s not, needs to be 
addressed. We also need to address 
the spirit of the dress code.”

Other students said they 
felt the dress code should be 
more about formality rather than 
specific types of clothing. “I think 
it’s stupid that material determines 
what you can and can’t wear, such 

as denim or corduroy,” said Rob.
Some students added that 

the general leniency of the new 
dress code really changes the 
look and mood of the school.

“What I really liked about 
the old dress code is that it 
looked better and classy,” said 
Will. “I like the new dress code, 
but it doesn’t look as classy.”

On the other hand, Rob 
said he doesn’t miss much 
about the old dress code. 

“There are no more ties, 
so you can just wear polos,” 
added Rob. “It looks stupid 
wearing a tie without a blazer.”

Ms. McKee said that she 
likes the new dress code for 
the most part, but there will be 
new rules that have to be looked 
at as the seasons change and 
students wear different clothes.

“I mostly like it because 
it always felt a little weird 
that the boys looked so much 
more dressed up than the 
girls,” she said. “It’s simpler.”

Most students said the  new 
dress code has been very successful, 
while acknowledging that there 
are still rules that will be revis-
ited and revised as time goes on. 

But most say that the code 
achieved its goals of becoming 
simple and more accommodating 
of different people and cultures.

things. Instead of just attending six 
classes as they have in previous 
years, the freshmen have added 
different clubs and electives 
to spice up their school days.

In regard to sports, freshmen 
disagreed on whether they liked 
the switch from practicing in the 
middle of the day to practicing 
after the school day ends. The 
mixed reviews created a lot of 
discussion between the freshmen. 

Jack ,  a  boys  vars i ty 
soccer  player,  commented 
that he enjoys going to soccer 
after school instead of right in 
the middle of the school day.

“Instead of getting sweaty 
and tired during school,” he 
said, “practicing after school 
allows me to go home, shower, 
and change my clothes there.”

Oppositely, freshman Shane 
Dawson said he does not like that 
he feels tired around 5:30 every 
day. He said this causes him to 
be exhausted and unfocused 
when he tries to sit down and 
do his homework after school.

Overall, the freshmen agreed 
that life in the Upper School has 
been better and that the transition 
has not been too hard for them.

The variety of new oppor-
tunities and new amount of free 
time allow them to enjoy the 
school day much more than when 
they were in Middle School.

The dining hall is helping 
the farm in the fertilization of 
crops as well as their planting.

Every day at lunch, all pre-
consumer waste, or the food which 
has not been eaten, is collected and 
sent to New Milford Farms. New 
Milford Farms, a subsidiary of 
Garick Industries, converts the food 
by-product into compost used for 
growing rather than consumption, 
in the same spot it was collected.

This concept was first intro-
duced by KO’s green thumb, 

Mrs. Bailey, who now aims to 
use post-consumer waste as well 
in an effort to expand the garden.

“I look to bring green living 
more to KO and have people 
see the connection between 
their environment and food,” 
she said. “With recycling all the 
wasted food for compost, we can 
become more self-sustaining as a 
community and expand the farm.”

Ms. Bailey is also the faculty 
advisor of KO’s new Gardening 
Club, who will work to expand 
the farm as well as shape our 
campus around being green.

Rose’s Red KOw Farm blossoms

Senior Rose Esselstyn stands in front of her new Red KOw Garden behind the cafeteria. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

Students are already benefit-
ting from the garden’s tranquility.  
“Sometimes my friends and I eat 
lunch over  there because it’s very 
zen,” said senior Isabel Kaufman

Overall, the farm aims 
to bring the school community 
closer to nature and become more 
sustainable, a concept that is both 
inspiring and beneficial not only for 
the students and faculty at KO, but 

“This [is the] 
sort of serenity I 
wanted to bring 
back to KO.”

– Rose Esselstyn

by Isabel Kaufman ’17 by Neil Hemnani ’18

Fresh(men) 
faces at KO
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Although the KO Instagram 
page, @wyvernnation, is followed 
by many Wyverns, have you ever 
wondered where the pictures 
come from? The woman behind 
the plentiful precious pictures is 
a newcomer to the KO commu-
nity: Director of Communica-
tions and Marketing Jacki Pisani. 

Before becoming an Insta-
gram enthusiast, Ms. Pisani 
enjoyed her job of assistant to 
head of school and associate 
director of marketing at the Inde-
pendent Day school for four years.

She  jo ined  KO th i s 
year to work on promoting 
what the school is all about.

Ms. Pisani said that, in 
addition to the skillful Instagram 
posts, “I’m doing more writing 
here for sure and more press 
releases because it’s a bigger 
school and the kids are doing more 
things of note to write about.”

Ms. Pisani said that she is 
excited to take advantage of all 
the things students are doing and 
showcase the school at its best.

However,  th is  is  not 
Ms. Pisani’s first experience 
with the KO community: her 
daughter, Sophia Harrison, 
graduated from KO in 2015.

 From Hudson, Ohio, to 
Salisbury, Conn., to West Palm 
Beach, Fla., Timothy Randall has 
worked at schools all over the 
country. Most recently, he has 
joined the admissions office at KO.

He said he was initially 
attracted to KO because of the 
location; he said the open campus 
within walking distance from West 
Hartford center makes it a very 
convenient place to work. Mr. 

The city of Bangladesh 
is approximately 7,798 miles 
from Connecticut; this is about 
the distance between Matthew 
Ruffle’s previous job and his 
brand-new job here at KO.

He and his wife, history 
teacher Michelle Ruffle, worked 
at the Bangladesh Interna-
tional School and College in 
Dhaka, Bangladesh, for 12 
and 14 years, respectively. 

Mr. Ruffle taught English 
there until he transitioned to 
working in the advancement 
office about two years ago.

Unfortunately, he and his 
wife were forced to leave Bangla-
desh after it became unsafe 

If Elizabeth Bellingrath, 
Associate Director of Institutional 
Advancement, seems familiar, 
it’s because she’s been here 
before. In fact, Ms. Bellingrath 
has been here for a long time.

Her family, starting with 
her father, has been attending 
KO for three generations. A 
1978 KO graduate, she’s the 
daughter of two alumni, and the 
mother of four students, so it’s 
fitting that so much of her job 
requires her to work with alumni.

“ T h a t ’s  m y  g r e a t e s t 
l o v e ,  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e 
parents and alums,” she said.

Randall lives nearby in Hartford.
Mr. Randall is passionate 

about playing golf, listening to 
music, and watching sports games.

As far as his job goes, 
Mr. Randall said that the admis-
sions office has been fairly quiet 
so far. When applications come 
in, Mr. Randall will have the 
responsibility of conducting 
interviews and making final 

However, Ms. Bellingrath’s 
time as a student and alumna 
of KO isn’t the only reason 
her face may seem familiar; in 
fact, she’s worked here before.

After taking a three-year 
break exploring the boarding school 
world, she has returned and is more 
enthusiastic and ready than ever.

After graduating from 
Wheaton College and working in 
insurance for 15 years, Ms. Bellin-
grath’s professional career at KO 
began when she was elected presi-
dent of the alumni council, and later 
took on a full-time job at the school.

After several dedicated 
years at KO, she took time 
off to work at Forman School 
and the Ethel Walker School.

Now, she’s returned to help 
oversee the annual fund, work with 
alumni and parents, and to supervise 
and arrange many of KO’s events.

When she’s not working 
tirelessly here at KO, she’s at 
home with her family, where 
she has yet another connection 
with the school; she’s married 
to her date to KO’s senior prom! 

She and her husband 
now have an adorable black 
lab named Lucy, four chil-
dren, and “the best thing in the 
whole world,” a granddaughter.

KO welcomes new staff members

Jacki Pisani
by Olivia Rossi ’18

Matthew Ruffle
by Emma Smith ’18

Jacki Pisani is KO’s new director of communications and marketing. Photo by 
Ali Meiuzels ’19.

Timothy Randall
by Emma Smith ’18

Timothy Randall is the newest member of KO’s admissions staff. Photo by Ali 
Meizel ’19.

decisions on who is accepted.
Mr. Randall said he is 

very enthusiastic about his job 
so far. “I really like working 
with the people that we have 
here,” he said. “They’ve been so 
welcoming and so much fun.”

Beyond the admissions 
office, Mr. Randall also said he 
looks forward to meeting more 
people at KO. He said he is excited 
to meet and learn about more of the 
students when he begins coaching 
boys lacrosse in the spring.

Senior Associate Director of 
Admissions Rebecca Benavides 
said that Mr. Randall seems right 
at home in the admissions office. 

“He has a great sense of 
humor. So far, he’s really fun 
to work with; he just has really 
instantly become part of the 
admissions family. We’re a close-
knit group, and he fits right in.” Matthew Ruffle has joined KO’s Advancement Office. Photo by Shelby Fair-

child ’17.

Elizabeth Bellingrath
by Vivian Goldstein ’17

Elizabeth Bellingrath ’78 is KO’s 
new associate director of institu-
tional advancement. Photo by Shelby 
Fairchild ’17.

“Everyone has 
been extremely 
welcoming...
It is good to see 
familiar faces.”

– Jacki Pisani

when Isis attacked a local café 
that they frequented, tragically 
killing several alumni of the 
Bangladesh International School.

After this devastating 

attack, Mr. Ruffle said that he 
has felt very welcomed into 
the community here at KO. 

He said there are tons of 
opportunities and different people 
he is excited to get to know. 

“The community is very open 
and very kind,” he said, “and I like 
that. When I think of everything, I 
think of how friendly everyone is.”

Since he has only been here 
for a few weeks, Mr. Ruffle said 
he is still figuring out exactly 
what his job entails; so far, he 
said he has been getting to know 
his colleagues and the campus. 

“I’ve been shown around,” 
he said, “I’ve been getting to know 
people, meeting people, and having 
conversations. I found out that the 
lunch is great here, and it’s also 
a good place to talk to people.”

“The community 
is very open and 
very kind, and I 
like that. When 
I think of every-
thing, I think 
of how friendly 
everyone is.”

– Mr. Ruffle

“Eve ryone  ha s  been 
extremely welcoming,” she said. “I 
had a bit of a leg up because I knew 
some individuals at that school. 
It is good to see familiar faces.”

Before her time in adver-
tising, Ms. Pisani lived all 
over the East Coast. She was 
born in Brooklyn, but grew 
up mostly in Long Island. 

After she attended college 
in New York City she moved to 
Washington, D.C., then finally 
moved to Connecticut where 
she raised her two daughters.

Jacki’s next adventure is 
here at KO as she explores oppor-

Once he gets settled in, 
Mr. Ruffle will begin to work 
with alumni and fundraising 
in the advancement office.

Outs ide  of  work ,  he 
said he loves to read, play 
g o l f ,  r u n ,  a n d  e x e r c i s e . 

He said he often plays 
basketball with his daughter, Mina, 
and baseball with his son, Kai.

Additionally, Mr. Ruffle said 
he has spent time checking out 
West Hartford center, and getting 
used to the resources that are 
available to him back in the US.

Now that he has finally 
arrived at KO, Mr. Ruffle said 
he is most looking forward to 
the New England fall. He cannot 
wait to spend time outside and 
be able to witness the leaves 
changing and the lovely foliage. 
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On Saturday, Sept. 4, senior 
Connor O’Loughlin launched a 
high-altitude balloon from the 
soccer fields on Trout Brook in 
the hopes of raising school spirit. 

Connor said he got inspi-
ration to launch a high-altitude 
balloon from the Internet. “There 
is a whole Internet subculture 
of people who launch high-
altitude balloons,” he said. 

He said that many chari-
ties, such as the Alzheimer’s 
Association, have embarked on 
similar projects to raise money 
for research. While the Wyverns 
in Space project did not raise 
money for charity, it did carry a 
3D-printed Wyvern into space.

In order to procure the 
funding and get approval for the 
launch, Connor began talking to 
the KO administration last year. 

“I first had to get approval 
from the school to use the 
logo,” said Connor. The next 

Wyverns ‘burst’ proudly into space 
step was going to Student 
Government to get seed money. 

S t u d e n t  G o v e r n m e n t 
Association Treasurer senior 
Emilie Sienko said that SGA 
was happy to help Connor. 

“I think it was great that 
Connor came to SGA to ask 
for money to fund a project 
that increased school spirit 
and also brought excitement 
to the KO community,” said 
Emilie. To cover the remaining 
cost of the project, Connor 
sold wristbands and buttons.

After raising all the required 
money, Connor had to speak to 
Head of School Dennis Bisgaard, 
Dean of Students Will Gilyard, 
and Director of Academic Plan-
ning Carolyn McKee. To help get 
approval for his project, science 
teacher Noah Lynd served as 
the project’s representative and 
faculty advisor during meet-
ings. Connor said that he was 
grateful for Mr. Lynd’s help.

Connor said that  the  
building process was grueling. “It 
was a lot of work, doing every-

thing by hand, because I didn’t 
have an electric saw,” said Connor. 

He estimated that it took 
him 12 hours to create the box 
that carried the printed Wyvern 
into space and the framework to 
maintain stability. After construc-
tion was completed, he regis-
tered the balloon with the Federal 
Aviation Administration 72 
hours in advance of the launch. 

Within the balloon, Connor 
installed two tracking systems and 
two Go-Pro cameras that captured 
hours of raw footage. Along 
with the footage, sensors gath-
ered 4,000 data points measuring 
internal temperature, external 
temperature, speed and altitude. 
Senior Tim Bucknam will edit 
down the footage into a film that 
will be shown to the entire school.

Tim said that he is excited 
to help Connor with the film. “I 
documented the entire trip...and 
I'm making a montage mixing 
the actual balloon footage with 
the retrieval footage. I think it's 

going to look really cool once 
it's all put together,” he said.

After its early morning 
launch from KO, the balloon 
landed in Sterling, Conn., minutes 
from the Rhode Island border. 
“The balloon went higher than 
predicted. [I] expected it to burst 
at 70,000 feet, and 82,000 feet 
was the actual altitude at which 
the balloon popped,” said Connor.

Connor said the science 
behind the balloon was not very 
complicated. The balloon is thin 
and filled with helium. “As the 
[balloon rises] and the pres-
sure becomes lower, the balloon 
expands and it pops,” he said. 

While Connor said he 
was extremely satisfied with the 
project's outcome, he said he 
will not launch another balloon. 

“For me, this project was 
a one time thing,” he said, “but 
all the components and tech-
nology are being returned to KO, 
so in theory the project could be 
replicated with a lot less hassle.” 

by Alec Rossi ‘17

Students work to lift the balloon into space. Photo courtesy of Connor O’Loughlin ’17.

This fall, a new program 
was introduced to KO. Wyverns 
Helping Wyverns (WHW) is an 
Upper School-Middle School 
mentoring program in which 
upperclassmen help Middle School 
students with homework, offer 
them advice, and act as role models 
to help them develop time-manage-
ment skills and study habits.

The program began on 
Monday, Sept. 12, and will run 
every Monday through Friday after 
school from 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Students self-select into the 
program; Upper Schoolers choose 
it as an alternative to fall sports and 
Middle School students sign up for 
homework help and study advice. 

“Some kids just cannot focus 
outside of the library and have a lot 
of trouble focusing at home, so this 
is a place where students can work 
on organization, focus, and follow 
through,” Director of Academic 
Skills Jacquelyn Rubin said.

The mentors involved in the 
program said they are very excited 
about working with the Middle 
Schoolers. “I think that the most 
rewarding part of the program 
so far has been the feeling that 
I'm actually helping the younger 
kids to become better students,” 
senior Poppy Sheehan said.

Jun io r  L i ly  Hammer 
agreed. “It's really rewarding to 
help one of the kids stay focused 
and finish their homework, so 
that they feel good about their 
accomplishment,” she said.

The program is volun-
tary for Middle Schoolers; 
they are not required to attend 
t h e  m e n t o r i n g  s e s s i o n s . 

Rather,  WHW al lows 
them choose how they would 
like to spend their time: waiting 
for their parents or doing home-
work with older students.

So far, four to eight Middle 
School students have joined 
the program. The program has 
sparked conversation between the 
attendees and their fellow class-
mates because the former say that 
they do not have to do as much 
homework at home due to WHW.

The Upper School mentors 
said they are enjoying the 
program as well. According to 
Lily, the Upper School helpers 
are committed to the program. 

“I wanted to do WHW 
because I've had a few friends who 
have really enjoyed tutoring oppor-
tunities,” she said. “Since I don't 
really play a fall sport, I decided 
WHW was the best choice and 
would be the most productive.”

Poppy said she had similar 
motives. “I decided to do this 
program because it would both 
provide me with an oppor-
tunity to impact the lives of 
younger students and allow me 
a quiet space to get my work 
done after school,” she said.  

Not only does this program 
benefit  the Middle School 
students, but the mentors as well 
because they also get homework 
done alongside their students. 

This creates a very produc-
tive environment because everyone 
is working toward a common 
goal – to earn better grades – 
and it allows the mentors to set a 
visible example for their students.

“I can already see a positive 
impact on both sets of students, 
and hopefully as the weeks go 
on, we will see the effort trans-
late into better grades and more 
confidence in the classroom,” the 
head of WHW, Ms. Rubin, said. 

“I hear from so many parents 
[talking] about how their kids 
aren’t finishing their work as well 
as they should be. This program 
helps solve that crucial issue.”

Wyverns helping 
Wyverns take flight
by Jeffrey Baker ‘17 As the school year began 

and our campus was filled with 
bustling students, we were lacking 
a certain something. A week later 
on Tuesday, Sept. 6, Michelle 
Ruffle joined our community. 

Mrs. Ruffle, our new polit-
ical science teacher, is about 
much more than politics and AP 
courses. She started teaching in 
a Teach for America program 
in New Orleans. After that she 
taught overseas for 14 years. 

Most recently, she was 
teaching in Bangladesh when 
the security situation became 
somewhat unsteady. After a 
terrorist attack close to her 
neighborhood, she decided 
with her husband and two chil-
dren that it was time to move.

Soon after that, Mrs. Ruffle 
found out about KO. “We are very 
fortunate to come out of a circum-
stance that was bad into a very 
welcoming community,” she said.

Away from school, Mrs. 
Ruffle enjoys traveling, reading, 
and exercising, but mostly being 
with her 10-year-old daughter 
and 7-year-old son, singing, 
dancing and having conversa-
tions about politics and history. 

Mrs. Ruffle says she is 
so excited to be teaching here 
this year and right now is just 
“enjoying being American again.”

KO welcomes new faculty
Michelle Ruffle
by Eliza Charette ‘18

Political science teacher Michelle 
Ruffle. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ‘17

Anna  Do lan ,  a  new 
Upper School math teacher, 
worked just a year at a venture 
capital firm in Boston before 
deciding finance didn’t appeal 
to her, so she became a teacher.

Ms. Dolan grew up in 
Medfield, a suburb of Boston, and 
then attended Harvard University 
where she received an under-
graduate degree in economics. 

A f t e r  g r a d u a t i n g  i n 
2015, she got a job in finance.

Ms. Dolan found something 
unexpected about finance. “I real-
ized that I really missed being a 
part of a community and being 
able to get to know people in a 
lot of different areas,” she said. 
“I was interested in being able 
to coach and teach, and get to 
know students as well as faculty.”

I moved from finance to 
teaching to experience that sense 
of community again. In her free 
time, Ms. Dolan enjoys running, 
relaxing and watching Netflix. 

S o  f a r ,  M s .  D o l a n 
said, she has really enjoyed 
teaching and working at KO. 

“The faculty and student 
body was welcoming to me as a 
new teacher,” she said. “I felt like 
it was a really seamless transi-
tion, I feel like I got up to speed 
really quickly,” said Ms. Dolan.

Anna Dolan
by Adam Ovian ‘18

Arcie Petty, KO’s new clas-
sics teacher, has a lot on his plate 
this fall, but is looking forward to 
getting to know the KO community. 

Mr. Petty spent most of 
his recent life in the Boston area.
After growing up in Cleveland, 
he attended Boston University 
for his undergraduate degree. 

After that, Mr. Petty pursued 
graduate studies at Boston 
College. He had been teaching 
at a school near Boston when his 
wife, a nurse practitioner origi-
nally from Connecticut, decided 
she wanted to be closer to her 
family, so they decided to move. 

“Whatever I can do to 
keep my wife happy, that’s 
what I do,” said Mr. Petty.

With a full suite of six 
classes and a Form Three advisee 
group, Mr. Petty doesn’t have 
time to coach sports at KO. 

However, he does own 
his own business. “I run a real 
estate investment firm outside 
of teaching, so I am trying 
to get it set up in Hartford, 
where I am living,” he said.

Besides teaching and busi-
ness, you can find Mr. Petty 
participating in a variety of 
sports. Running and rowing are 
two of his favorites. He said 
he’s excited to share his love of 
the classics with KO students.

Arcie Petty
by Grace Amell ‘17

Latin and Greek teacher Arcie Petty 
Photo by Shelby Fairchild ‘17

Calculus and Stats teacher Anna 
Dolan. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ‘17
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Let’s talk about sex: Inside sex ed at KO 
and new plans for a 7-year VQV program

The results of a poll of Upper School students. Above, 114 students from 
Forms Three through Six report what sexualities they are aware of, other than 
heterosexuality. Below, 52 students from Forms Four through Six report where 
they learned about sex.  

The results of a poll of 114 KO Upper School Students. Above, students report 
if they have talked with their parents about sex. Below, students report if they 
are comfortable setting boundaries with a partner.

“Preparing kids 
for college is 
about more than 
just academics.”

– Mr. Gilyard

It’s a great, 
idealistic way of 
viewing how we 
can help students 
be . . . better 
people to each 
other

– Mr. Gilyard

by Carolyn McCusker ’17     
 and Hannah Bash ’18

This year KO faculty have 
begun developing an expanded 
seven-year VQV program that 
would be taught to all KO students 
in order to improve education on 
motivation, media, friendships, 
relationships, and sex. Dean of 
Students Will Gilyard and School 
Counselor Chastity Rodriguez 
have taken the lead on this project 
to determine the logistics of this 
new program. This year’s VQV 
program offered to Form Three 
students will offer sex ed as an 
official unit for the first time. 

“There was a recognition by 
a lot of folks that this needed to 

happen,” said Mr. Gilyard. “Ms. 
Rodriguez and I had been talking 
about these things for a long time. 
Having an opportunity to imple-
ment the program in this way is 
a result of the fact that I’m now 
able to be the dean of students 
and can make that change.”

The VQV program started 
when Ms. Rodriguez came to KO 
and brought the idea forward. 
It was taught to Form Three 
students by multiple faculty 
members who would come 
in to discuss a certain topic. 

“What it ended up becoming 

was an opportunity for people who 
haven’t been in the student eye, 
like the director of college advising 
and director of academic skills, to 
get known in the community,” said 
Mr. Gilyard. “It got co-opted a little 
bit from what Ms. Rodriguez’s 
original intent was, to becoming 
a seminar kind of thing. I think 
that didn’t land as well as it could 
have for a number of reasons.”

This year, the VQV program 
is taught by Ms. Rodriguez to 
Form Three students, and it 
covers five topics: motivation, 
media, friendships, relationships, 
and sex. The entire program 
contains 14 class meetings, two 
of which are dedicated to sex ed.

The plan is for the new 
VQV program to expand to 
all grades at KO, from Upper 
P r ep  t h rough  Fo rm S ix .

 “We were thinking about, 
for the kid comes in in sixth grade 
and leaves in 12th grade, what 
experiences should they have as a 
KO student when they leave here?” 
said Mr. Gilyard. “How can they 
work on our motto as far as being 
mindful and understanding one’s 
decisions in order to conquer 
oneself? I think it’s a great, ideal-
istic way of viewing how we can 
help students be better learners 
and better people to each other.”

This year, students in Forms 
Four through Six have not taken 
sex ed as an official part of their 
VQV curriculum during their time 
in the KO Upper School. Some 
older students, such as senior 
Alec Rossi, say that sex ed would 
have been a helpful class to take.

“Sex ed should be required,” 
Alec said. “In public schools 
classes on sex are mandated. The 
needs of private school students 

are no different than that of their 
public school counterparts.”

Other students, such as 
Junior Eliza Charette, disagreed, 
arguing that students learn enough 
about sex on their own without 
having an official class on it. 

 “I think that culture and 
society today teaches a lot of sex 
ed for kids,” Eliza said. “I don’t 
know if teachers or educators 
could give kids the real life sex 
education we need, and not just the 
cookie cutter abstinence program.”

Alec and Eliza weren’t the 
only students who didn’t agree on 
whether they wished they had a sex 
ed class at KO. Earlier this month, 
over 100 students in the Upper 
School responded to a survey on 
sex ed. Of the Form Four, Five and 
Six students asked if they wished 
they had taken a sex ed class at KO, 
42.5 percent said they did, 52.5 
percent said they did not, and 5 
percent said they were indifferent. 

The survey also showed 
that the opinions of KO students 
are divided on many issues 
pertaining to sex. 48.2 percent 
of responders said that consent 
cannot be given when any party 
is intoxicated, while 51.8 percent 
of responders said consent can be 
given if someone is intoxicated 
or didn’t mention intoxication 
as a deal-breaker for consent.

Mr. Gilyard said he will 
be able to have more produc-
tive conversations as dean 
of students when students 
take  VQV throughout  a l l 
four years of Upper School.

“If we raise the awareness 
and the level of consciousness of 
kids then the height of our conver-
sations will be much different,” 
said Mr. Gilyard. “If a kid goes 
through VQV for four years, my 
conversations with them as a senior 
won’t start as, ‘Well let’s talk about 
consent.’ I get to say ‘You know 
about consent. Why did you make 
this decision?’ and we get to have 
a very different conversation that 
has a little bit more meat to it.”

As of right now, Form One 
and Two students in the Middle 
School attend a class called Life 
Skills for one quarter of the year 
taught by School Counselor 
Laura Doyle. In Form One, kids 
learn about the maturation of the 
body and puberty, while Form 
Two grade kids discuss what they 
should consider before engaging 
in any kind of sexual activity. 

“In seventh grade, you learn 
the mechanics of sex,” said Ms. 
Rodriguez. “In ninth grade, you 
learn the consequences of sex… 
We talk about the interplay of 
reputations and gender, consent, 
coercion, drugs and alcohol.”

A part of the upcoming 
seven-year VQV program is to 
make a better transition from 
life skills in the Middle School 
to VQV in the high school. 

“I am working with Mr. G 
and Ms. Rodriguez to create a 
more seamless progression of life 
skills to VQV,” said Associate 

Director for the Middle School 
Katherine Dunn. Mrs. Dunn said 
they are looking to identify which 
topics should be continued on into 
VQV from Life Skills or which 
ideas from VQV that should be 
added to the Life Skills curriculum. 

Some students said they 
felt that  the topics covered in 
VQV should already be common 
knowledge to students at KO.

“By the time you’re a 
freshman, you should know 
all of this stuff already,” said  
sophomore  Mat t  Safa low. 

However, the recent poll 
indicated some gaps in knowledge 
between different members of  the 
student body, at least pertaining to 
sexual orientation. For example, 
of the  114 students polled, only 
12.3 percent said they knew what 
asexuality was. Other orientations, 
such as demisexuality,  were only  
mentioned by two responders, or 
1.8 percent of  the students polled.

S e n i o r  S h e l b y  F a i r -
child, co-leader of   the Gay-
Straight Alliance, said that 
it’s important to be aware of 
different sexual orienations.

“I think it’s important for 
students to be informed,” Shelby 
said, “first of all, so that they can 
support others who don’t identify 
as heterosexual, but also so that if 
they end up questioning their own 
sexuality they will know of more 
options that may better fit them.”

Many KO faculty members 
said they believe sex ed is a topic 

Poll Results

that KO should cover. “I think that 
providing a space for kids to learn 
and talk about sex is an important 
thing in 2016,” said Mrs. Dunn. 

Ms. Rodriguez noted that 
students will be able to opt out of 
the sex ed section of VQV. “The 
sex ed section is optional,” Ms. 
Rodriguez said. “We can’t force 
it down kids’ throats. If parents 
would prefer to message sex 

education to their kids, and they 
don’t want that message to come 
from the school, they can opt out.”

The new seven-year VQV 
program is intended to prepare 
students for college in more 
than just an academic sense.

“My philosophy in terms of 
college prep schools is that I think 
we do a great job of preparing kids 
academically, but I think preparing 
kids for college is about more than 
just academics, “ said Mr. Gilyard. 
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On Tuesday, Sept. 6, King-
swood Oxford alumnus Brendon 
DeSimone ’92 imparted his wisdom 
to the KO community during this 
year’s Opening Convocation. 

Director of Diversity, Inclu-
sion, and Cultural Competency 
Joan Edwards interviewed Mr. 
DeSimone on the Roberts stage. 
According to Mrs. Edwards this 
form of speaking was chosen 
because Mr. DeSimone felt that he 
would not be able to express what 
he wanted to simply at the podium.

Mrs. Edwards first asked 
Mr. DeSimone about his time at 
KO. He started at KO in 1985, a 
part of the first sixth-grade class 
ever to arrive at the school. He 
discussed one of his favorite 
classes at KO, which was Spanish 
because of his curiosity and 
love for learning languages. Mr. 
DeSimone credited KO in forming 
the foundation of his success. 

After graduating, Mr. 
DeSimone attended Franklin and 
Marshall College in Lancaster, Pa.

 After graduating from 
Franklin and Marshall in 1996, 
he knew he wanted to leave 
the Northeast. As a result, Mr. 
DeSimone moved to San Fran-
cisco, where he worked for a small 
up-and-coming tech company. He 
worked there 20-hours a day for 
four years, and said that he loved it. 

However, the tech company 
began to grow larger and he 
did not like the direction it was 
headed. Consequently, he quit 
his job and took off work for the 

next six months. During this time 
period he said that he learned 
what his interests really were. “I 
had always been interested in real 
estate… I could do that!” he said. 

From here, Mr. DeSimone 
became a real estate agent in 
San Francisco and, during the 
2008 financial crisis, moved 
back to the Northeast to be a 
real estate agent in New York. 

After discussing his educa-

tion and career, Mr. Desimone gave 
these words of advice to the KO 
community: “You don’t know what 
you don’t know, always keep your 
side of the street clean, and always 
be politely persistent,” he said.

Dur ing  Convoca t ion , 
several other students and faculty 
members delivered speeches. 
Head of School Dennis Bisgaard 
discussed the power of community. 

Senior Prefect Ryan Alba-

by Sasha Bash ’17

Community gathers at Convocation
nesi assured everyone that it is, 
in fact, “OK to lose.” Student 
Government Speaker Jack Barry 
urged students to take advantage 
of the opportunities here at KO. 

Lastly, Associate Head 
of School Natalie Demers 
addressed this year’s theme of 
“extra-ordinary connections.”

Mr. Bisgaard also presented 
the Dux Prize Award, an award 
given to the student with the highest 

KO welcomes new faculty members            

Charles  Macksoud is 
the new, but not quite new, 
Middle School Spanish teacher. 
After filling in for Spanish 
teacher Erika Costantini during 
her maternity leave last year.

 Mr. Macksoud decided to 
settle down more permanently 
from his world travels and his guide 
business to teach full time at KO.

M r.  M a c k s o u d  g r e w 
up in New Jersey, just a short 
drive from New York City. 

After going to Bard College,  
where he studied sociology, 
he decided to travel the globe.

Whether it was working 
on a fishing boat, sales, or busing 

tables, Mr. Macksoud managed 
to travel the world on a budget, 
visiting  places like Spain, Alaska, 
Colorado, Hawaii, and California.

In between his world travels, 
Mr. Macksoud halted his journey, 
spending five years in Spain, where 
he received his master’s degree in 
Spanish from Middlebury College.

Mr. Macksoud’s last job 
took him all over the Americas. 
“Before KO I was a tour guide in 
eight Central America countries 
and then six South America count-
tries for about four years,” he said

Despite settling down, 
Mr. Macksoud said he still has 
an affinity for the outdoors. He 
visited the White Mountains in 
New Hampshire just last week!

by Adam Ovian ’18

Charles Macksoud

Spanish teacher Charles Macksoud. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

Mr. Bisgaard presents the six Dux Prize winners with their awards. Courtesy of the KO Facebook Page.

Of all of KO’s new faculty 
members this year, the youngest 
by far is Sarah Thomsen. Ms. 
Thomsen, who now currently 
works as a math teacher in the 

by Eliza Charette ’18

Sarah Thomsen

Math teacher Sarah Thomsen. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

“You don’t know 
what you don’t 
know, always keep 
your side of the 
street clean, and 
always be politely 
persistent.”

– Brendon 
DeSimone 

grade-point average per grade for 
the previous year. The students 
who were awarded the prize for 
their work last year were seventh-
grader Aimee Zheng, eighth-
grader Olivia Pear, freshman 
Zachary Barrett, sophomore Mia 
Seymour, junior Emma Smith, 
and senior Bonnie Steinberg.

Additionally, sixth-graders 

Sara Cao and Cooper Schumacher 
presented their class flags for the 
Class of 2023, and seniors Abby 
McGuire and Meredith Ferris, the 
two seniors with the most commu-
nity service hours, presented the 
class flag for the Class of 2017.

Seniors Adam Kim, the 
Form Six president, and Josh 
Bobruff, the Form Six vice 
president, presented the senior 
class shields, which seniors will 
carve their initials into at the end 
of the 2016-2017 school year.

“The math 
program here 
is very much an 
exploration, and I 
think that is such 
a great way to 
learn.”

– Ms. Thomsen

Middle School, graduated this 
past spring from Hamilton 
College and said that she is ready 
to teach and grow during this 
upcoming school year at KO. 

As a teacher for Middle 
School  mathemat ics ,  Ms . 
Thomsen said that she loves 
the approach KO has taken to 
teaching in general, but also to 
the subject of math in particular. 

“ T h e  m a t h  p r o g r a m 
here is very much an explora-

tion,” she said, “and I think that 
is such a great way to learn.” 

Besides teaching in the 
Middle School, Ms. Thomsen 
is also the assistant coach 
for the varsity field hockey 
team in the Upper School. 

“It’s nice to get to know 
the players and make relation-
ships with other students outside 
of the classroom,” she said.

However, there is much 
more to Ms. Thomsen than 
what can be seen on the KO 
campus. She divulged that she 
enjoys spinning, and is actu-
ally a certified spin instructor! 

When she isn’t in the 

classroom, on the field, or at the 
gym, Ms. Thomsen said that 
she can most likely be found 
hanging out with her friends.

Overall, Ms. Thomsen said 
that, because she is coming right 
out of college, she feels incred-
ibly lucky to have found such a 
good work environment despite 
the fact that she is so young.

In the upcoming school 
year, she looks forward to 
forming meaningful connections 
with her new Middle School 
students, and she also hopes to do 
her best to learn how to become 
the most effective educator and 
mentor that she can possibly be.
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Youthful girls soccer starts season 
1-1-1, looks for successful year
by Michael Loughran ’17

After graduating eight 
starters from the previous season, 
the girls varsity soccer team 
has relied heavily on the lead-
ership from veteran members 
of the team, as well as younger 
players to fill important roles. 
The team started their season 
1-1, with high hopes to have a 
successful remainder of the season. 

Coming into the season, 
losing the majority of the starters 
from last year did not faze Head 
Coach Tracy Deeter. “We have 

high expectations for this season. 
Yes, we graduated several 
starters, but we still have a core 
group that should enable us to 
compete at the highest level.” 

To open their season, the 
Wyverns faced a solid Wilbraham 
and Monson team on Wednesday, 
Sept. 9, and came out with a 5-1 
victory. Senior Co-captain forward 
Sam March’s foot was on fire as she 
netted four of the five KO goals for. 

The sole other goal came 
from freshman midfielder Jamie 
Scarpantonio. The team’s defense 
was also stellar as they limited 

the Titans to a single goal and 
senior Co-captain goalkeeper 
Meghan Dalton tallied three saves.

Coach Deeter acknowl-
edged the solid play from younger 
players early on in the season. 
“We took several freshmen on the 
team including Jamie [Scarpan-
tonio] and [freshman midfielder)]
Ainsley Vonn, who have been 
asked to fill some big roles, playing 
central and midfield players.”

On Wednesday, Sept. 21, 
the Wyvern offense came to a halt 
when they faced a tough Miss 
Porter’s team. KO simply couldn’t 
get anything going throughout the 
entirety of the game and ended 
up losing 4-0. Sophomore goal-
keeper Charlotte Cyr, who has 
also seen some time in net, less-
ened the damage with two saves. 

L o o k i n g  t o  b o u n c e 
back from a tough loss, the 
Wyverns traveled up to Williston 
Northampton School to play 
under the lights on Saturday, 
Sept. 24. The game ended in a 
0-0 draw. The team played well 
but couldn’t put the ball in the 
back of the net.With several fans 
traveling to watch them. the team 
couldn’t come away with a victory, 
but a draw is still a good result. 

When asked about how to 
improve and be the most successful, 

Coach Deeter kept it  very 
simple. “We need to focus on 
basics,” she said. “Keeping 
things simple is important. When 
players try to do too much, 
that’s when things go wrong.” 
From a different perspective, 
Dalton said that better attitude 
and tone is a key to success on the 
field. “We have to improve how we 
talk to each other,” she said. “Tone 
is very important. Throughout 
the game we might be negative 
towards each other, so we need to 
work on picking each other up.”

March added on to that by 

saying, “We also need to pick 
up the tempo at practices so 
we can be competitive during 
games that are fast-paced.” 

Unfortunately, the team 
has had to deal with several inju-
ries during the early stages of 
the season, primarily on defense, 
with junior defenseman Abigail 
Eberle missing the last three 
games along with sophomore 
defenseman Nicole Genga who 
stepped in for Eberle, experi-
enced an injury against Porter’s.

Although the team is rela-
tively young, Coach Deeter said 
the team’s strength lies within 
the veteran players on the team. 
“The strongest aspect of the 
team,” she said, “is the expe-
rienced players throughout the 
field and those players have the 
opportunity to help the younger 
players being vocal because 
the underclassmen tend to be 
extremely quiet during the game.” 

Dalton agreed. “It was 
harder in the beginning because 
the younger players used to 
be quiet, but now that we’re 
getting into the season, the 
team’s energy is getting better.”

The team’s next game is 
on Saturday against Ethel Walker 
School. Coach Deeter said this 
should be an evenly matched game,.

 

Boys cross country finishes third 
of 17 teams at Canterbury Invitational

by Nick Ravalese ’17

After competing against 
Choate and Watkinson in their first 
two races of the season, the boys 
and girls cross country teams trav-
eled to Canterbury on Saturday, 
Sept. 24, looking to achieve 
success early on in the season. 

The boys cross country team 
earned third place out of 17 teams 
at the Canterbury Cross Country 
Invitational. The girls team also did 
well, placing sixth out of 16 teams. 

T h e  b o y s  w e r e  l e d 
by senior Co-captain Owen 
Cotthaus, finishing in 19 mins, 
11 secs., and on the girls side, 
freshman Maggie Eberle had a 
stellar race, finishing in 21:49.

“The Canterbury race was 
an outstanding team effort. We 
had a large group of runners in the 
high 19s and 20s which solidified 
our team score,” said Cotthaus.

“The first two races of the 
season were good,” he said. “They 
allowed the team to test their abili-
ties and realize what we will need 
to improve upon in order to have 
a good season. We have a lot of 
talent and experience on the team 
that will allow us to compete.”

The KO cross country team 

is excited about the new season and 
eager to improve as a team and indi-
viduals as the season progresses. 

Ass is tan t  boys  c ross 
country Coach Ron Monroe 
shared his enthusiasm for the 
upcoming season and his hopes 
for the team. “The team is strong 
and determined. Each race is a 
chance for each runner to test 
his abilities against [the] compe-
tition and set new goals for the 
next race,” said Coach Monroe.   

Girls cross country senior 
Co-captain Laura Polley said the 
early competition helps predict 
and shape the season. “The first 
two races of the season are prac-
tices to see and test what we can do 
as a team,” she said. “They allow 
us to see where we are strong and 
what we need to improve upon for 
the upcoming races this season. 
The season is early and we have 
many goals to set for ourselves 
personally and as a team.”   

Boys cross country runner 
senior David Boley said the squad 
boasts a strong work ethic. “We 
have a solid and strong team this 
season that looks to do better each 
race,” he said. “We have a driven 
mindset to worker harder each prac-
tice and become faster each race.” 

Boys cross country senior 
Co-captain Noah Hawks-Ladds 
said the new runners are propel-
ling the team to greater success. 
“The team lost good runners 
from last year, but the new addi-
tions in the team have shown their 
ability and drive to challenge our 
opponents this season,” he said. 

“Many of the younger 
members of the team were 
able to show their spirit in 
the first two races,” he said. 
“We have a strong team with 

 Junior Forward Emma Oullette attempts to steal the ball from a defender. 
Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

“We have a 
strong team with 
seasoned and 
young members 
with hunger and 
potential.”

– Noah Hawks-
Ladds

seasoned and young members 
with hunger and potential.”

Team members said the 

first few meets of the season 
provide an opportunity for new 
and young additions to the team 
to experience competing in a race 
and the effort needed to improve 
each individual and the team. 

“The first meet for the 
season provided an opportunity 
for the whole team to explore their 
talents,” girls cross country senior 
Co-captain Ariba Memon said, 

Boley said the early season 
is especially important for the 
younger runners. “The young 
members are eager and have hard 
work mentalities,” he said. “They 
push themselves each practice 
and look to better their times 
and ability for the next race.” 

Senior  runner Robert 
Balcezak said the team’s moti-
vation and leadership are strong.  
“We have many experienced and 
committed members on the team 
who are able to motivate the 
younger runners,” he said. “Owen 
[Cotthaus], Jack Antico and Noah 
[Hawks-Ladds] push the team 
each day in practice to aim to run 
faster than your last time and run 
that extra mile. Though we have 
much to improve if we want to 
compete this year, we have deter-
mination and strong leadership.” 

Memon said she is delighted 
with the team and excited about the 
upcoming season. “We are fortu-
nate to have multiple leaders on the 
team to encourage and motivate the 
younger members on the team to 
push on through the final steps of 
the race,” she said. “Laura [Polley] 
and [senior] Lauren McPherson 
have been very influential in 
helping lead and motivate the 
team in practice and before races.” 

Boley and Hawks-Ladds 
also shared their goals and inten-
tions for the season. “The Grind 
never stops,” Boley said. “We have 
to progress and continue to work 
hard as the season goes on if we 
want to be successful, and that’s 
what we as a team are aiming for.” 

Hawks-Ladds agreed. “We 
have lots of talent and poten-
tial that could bring us success 
this season,” he said, “but if 
we truly want to be successful 
this season, we must continue 
working hard each ay in prac-
tice and set goals for our selves. 
We did well coming in third on 
Saturday, but need to sill improve.”   

Yesterday, the teams trav-
eled to Marianapolis Prepa-
ratory School to compete in 
their fourth race of the season.  

 “We need to 
focus on basics. 
Keeping things 
simple is impor-
tant. When 
players try to do 
too much, that’s 
when things go 
wrong.” 

– Coach Deeter

Girls place sixth out of 16 teams



18 THURSDAY
September 29, 2016 Sports Sports THURSDAY

September 29, 2016 19
Players of 

the Moment:
Sophomore Casey Qi 

and Senior Sam March
by Will Gitlin ’17 

and Michael Loughran ’17
Sophomore varsity cross country runner Casey Qi brings 
a positive attitude to practices. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

Varsity soccer Co-captain and four-year varsity veteran 
Sam March. Photo by Angie Delucia ’18.

Casey Qi
Sophomore Casey Qi has 

achieved several successful perfor-
mances this year, leading her 
team on and off the course. Even 
though Qi first started running 
this past April, she has managed 
to pick up the sport fast and thrive.

After first trying running, 
Qi was hesitant to continue. 
However, after time had passed, 
Qi began to enjoy running 
because she finds that running 
is a good way to stay healthy. 

Qi also enjoys to challenge 
herself to do something that she 
has never done before and to 
go outside of her comfort zone.

“This spring, I started to 
like running, especially when I 
get in the zone,” said Qi. “I feel 
detached from everything else 
and feel like I am inside of a 
bubble when I run. The best part 
about going for runs, however, 
is the feeling of finishing.” 

Qi started her year successful 
on the road at the  Choate Rose-
mary Hall Invitational, a diffi-
cult race agains many teams in 
her first-ever competitive race. 

In a race a few days later 
against Watkinson School, Qi 
finished a minute faster than 
what her time was against 
C h o a t e  R o s e m a r y  H a l l . 

“Casey brings a really posi-

tive attitude to the team every day,” 
said senior Laura Polley.” “Her 
motivation during practice showed 
at her first race at Choate, and 
especially on the hill at mile two.”

This summer, Qi traveled to 
Europe and didn’t have time to run, 
but she said she prepared herself 
mentally for the upcoming season. 

To help the team be more 
successful this year, Qi said she 
plans on putting more effort in 
each day and to be inspiring 
to her teammates around her. 

Qi also wants to be a leader 
on the team by encouraging 
people throughout their runs 
and to spread a positive energy.

“To improve my running this 
year and in seasons to come, I think 
it is critical to like the running 
process and to go through tough 
time to start to like running and be a 
successful runner,” said Qi. “I love 
to run for the fulfilling feeling after 
I finish a race or an individual run.”

Even though Qi is new to 
the school and to the sport, she is 
a driven athlete who sometimes 
feels overwhelmed, but relaxed 
after completing a race. Qi is 
happy and friendly off the course 
with her team, but never afraid to 
take on a challenge even when 
she is really nervous about it. 

“Her personality has reso-
nated with the girls because she 
does her own thing,”said Girls 
Cross Country Head Coach Tricia 

Watson. “She has her own routine 
every time before we race and her 
presence helps lead the team.”

Qi said she currently does 
not have any plans for running 
in the future with any colleges as 
she is only a sophomore, however, 
she said she plans on staying with 
the team for the next two years.

Sam March
Although senior  Sam 

March has been playing soccer 
since she was 5-years old in her 
town league, she didn’t actu-
ally end up enjoy playing the 
sport until freshman year, when 
she joined the Kingswood 
Oxford girls varsity soccer team. 

Coming to a new school 
and playing with new people 
might be intimidating and 
nerve-racking for most, but 
that was not the case for March. 

“Playing high school 
soccer made it fun and being on 
a great team with older girls was 
always very fun,” March said. 
“And I actually liked being the 
youngest on the team, which 
not many people do but I did.”

She embraced the chal-
lenge of being one of the 
younger members of the team, 
and earned a starting posi-
tion and has not looked back. 

Throughout her varsity 

soccer career, March has been 
a four-year starter, now a team 
captain as well as a dominant 
force on offense, with a seemingly 
natural instinct to score goals. 

Head Coach Tracy Deeter 
had nothing but praise for her 
veteran leader. “She has a natural 
ability to put the ball in the back 
of the net, and she has been 
doing a great job this year be 
being unselfish with the ball,” 
Coach Deeter said. “Even with 
a lot of younger players, she still 
plays the ball to the open man 
even when she could’ve done 
something more by herself.”

March loves playing the 
forward position. Simply put, 
she likes to score goals. “The 
most fun aspect of soccer for me 
is when I’m on a fast break and 
it’s just me against the goalie and 
I control the outcome,” she said. 
“And there is nothing better than 
putting it in the back of the net.”

After graduating several 
starters from the previous season, 
as a captain, March has been called 
on to fill an important leadership 
role, especially with a relatively 
younger team. “[Sam] is a very 
competitive person,” Coach Deeter 
said,  “and her intensity on the 
field makes everyone else want to 
step up their game, which is very 
important for a younger team.” 

March also noted the 
importance of being a leader 

of this year’s team. “With only 
two seniors on the team, [senior 
Co-captain goalkeeper] Meghan 
[Dalton] and I have to make up 
for the lack of experience, espe-
cially after graduating several 
players,” she said. “Energy and 
positive tone is very impor-
tant. And the juniors are doing a 
great job of filling in for them.” 

March had a superb start to 
her season against Wilbraham and 
Monson Academy on Wednesday, 
Sept. 14. She had a hot foot and 
couldn’t seem to miss as she 
scored four of the team’s five 
goals that game, and helped lead 
the Wyverns to a 5-1 victory. 

So far, in the early stages 
of the season, March is not only 
one of the team’s leaders, but she 
is also the team’s leading scorer.
Although the team has not been 
together for a significant amount 
of time, March believes one of the 
reasons the team will be successful 
is because of good team chemistry. 

“This year has been very 
enjoyable so far because we 
have really good team chem-
istry,” March said. “And since we 
are low on numbers, good team 
chemistry and constant support 
from each other on and off of the 
field will help us have a successful 
season with a lot of wins.”

March plans on continuing 
her dominant play in college, but has 
yet to decide where she will attend.

Student athlete advisory council 
aims to train captains, boost spirit

by Kyle Zimmerman ’18

KO has formed the Student 
Athlete Advisory Committee  to 
help varsity captains improve their 
leadership and communications 
skills and to boost student involve-
ment in athletic competition. 

Director of Athletics Debra 
Fiske brought SAAC to King-
swood Oxford to give a guideline 
to captains which will ultimately 
make them more successful leaders. 
“Being a captain is a lot more than 
being a senior,” said Mrs. Fiske. 

Mrs. Fiske got the idea of 
SAAC from her college years. 
“Student-athletes have a voice 
in the NCAA through advisory 
committees at the campus, confer-
ence, and national level,” she 
said. “Each committee is made 
up of student-athletes assembled 
to provide insight on the student-

athlete experience and offer 
input on the rules, regulations 
and policies that affect student-
athletes’ lives on campus.” Mrs. 
Fiske said she wanted to take 
SAAC from a college level 
down to a high school level.  

The members of SAAC had 
10 hours of training during the week 
of preseason practices. “For the 
first week we learned about team 
dynamics and decision making,” 
said Mrs. Fiske. “They were taught 
skills not only for athletes. They 
learned about things they can 
take into the entire community.” 

The SAAC is all about 
getting everyone at the school 
involved. For example, the fan 
bus provided to the football game 
against Hamden Hall Country Day 
School on Sept. 23 was provided by 
SAAC to promote Wyvern pride. 

The Committee plans to 

meet once every two weeks. Each 
meeting will teach several “quick 
hits,” said Mrs. Fiske. Each of these 
quick hits focuses on an aspect 
of being a successful captain. 

The members will then 
complete team challenges. These 
are a variety of activities for the 
athletes to practice their team 
building skills, said Mrs. Fiske. 

The committee will often 
play various games to improve 
communication and leader-
ship skills. “We watch videos 
that teach proper leadership 
ideals,” said senior cross country 
Co-captain and SAAC member 
Jack Antico. “Lastly we get 
into small groups to build team 
spirit and help involve the entire 
KO community even further.”

Each athlete in SAAC 
signed up to be on a committee 
that will organize a specific event 

or idea that they would like to 
complete. Some of these include 
the tasks of getting jackets for 
athletes, improving game day 
spirit and possibly even orga-
nizing a bonfire on Hewett day. 

The SAAC is trying to figure 
out what they can do to make it even 
better. Currently, Mrs. Fiske said 
that she believes that it is a good 
group of students who will spread 
ideas to the community as a whole. 

The end goal, she said, is to 
have the students in the committee 
make it feel more of a student run 
group, she said. “My hope is for 
them to own it, take over and 
make it theirs,” she said. “I want 
them to enjoy being a part of it.”

The leadership skills taught 
in SAAC, meant to improve 
team communication, will ulti-
mately improve the skill levels of 
the teams at KO, she said. Team 

communication, she said, will 
allow all teams to bond and work 
as a unit, allowing them to become 
more successful in games against 
teams without a strong bonds. 

Because the main goal of 
SAAC is to improve the essential 
skills of captains or leaders and to 
spread athletic pride throughout the 
entire campus, the committee plans 
to organize many more events 
where students can get involved. 
The enormously popular fan bus 
provided to the Hamden Hall game 
was just one of many more to 
come. There are currently SAAC 
committees discussing a dodgeball 
tournament and a way to produce 
and distribute varsity jackets.

I n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h e 
KO community should be 
expecting more activities orga-
nized by SAAC, said Antico. 
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Football struggles early after 
last year’s championship season
b y Michael Loughran ’17

Boys soccer edges Cheshire 1-0
by William Gitlin ’17

Junior outside linebacker Anthony Melody chases down the Hamden Hall 
quarterback in the Wyverns’ opening game. Photo by Peter Meshanic.

The football team furthers 
their knowledge and under-
standing of the game every day 
in order to accomplish their 
goal of winning the majority 
of their games this season. 

 Head Coach Jason Martinez 
and the squad lost several powerful 
players last year, but the team’s 
coaches say new athletes will make 
up for their loss. “We have a lot 

of new kids to the program,” said 
Assistant Coach Will Gilyard. “We 
need to spend time teaching them 
the fundamentals of the game.” 

Coach  Mar t inez  and 
the players said they hope 
to win several games this 
season and start off positive at 
the beginning of the season. 

The first action of the 
season took place on Saturday, 
Sept. 3, when they played 
Windsor Locks at home. The 

Wyverns won by well over five 
touchdowns. The hefty margin 
between them and Windsor Locks 
was the first time that the team 
was able to prove their abilities. 

The following week, on 
Saturday, Sept. 10, the team stayed 
at home to scrimmage Pingree 
School. Pingree served as better 
competition compared to Windsor 
Locks, as the Wyverns fought hard 
and ended up winning by two 
scores. The game was much more 
challenging but they still won. 

The competition continued 
to get more challenging as they 
traveled to Hotchkiss School 
on Saturday, Sept. 17, for yet 
another scrimmage. Hotch-
kiss School, being a class A 
program, has several postgradu-
ates on its team and proved to 
be a tough test for the Wyverns. 
The Bearcats used several long 
plays which caught KO off guard. 
The Wyverns continued to fight 
hard but were unable to catch up. 

The loss against Hotch-
kiss School in the scrimmage 
propelled the team into the 
following week of practice where 
they were determined to fix the 
mistakes they made at Hotchkiss. 

The team traveled down to 
Hamden Hall Country Day School 
on Friday, Sept. 23, hoping to 
come out victorious against a 
tough opponent under the lights.  
Hamden Hall had many fast players 

and several experienced seniors 
who dominated the field in the 
first half of the game. The Wyverns 
ended up losing the game 49-14.

It was an unfortunate 
loss but the team learned many 
things about their own playing 
style and weaknesses. The team 
was able to keep things together 
and handle the stress after being 
down multiple touchdowns. The 
team was able to score two touch-
downs in the later part of the 
game, showing the coaches their 
determination and ability to stay 
strong throughout the entire game.  

As the season has progressed, 
a large number of athletes have 
stood out to the coaches. One of 
these players is junior quarterback 
Ben Tauber. Tauber continues to 
show his value both on and off 
the field. “He is an amazing quar-
terback, captain and leader,” said 
Coach Gilyard. “He holds himself 
accountable as a leader, something 
many athletes are unable to do. 

Junior lineman Keegan 
Toland and senior lineman Kareem 
Burton were mentioned as two 
veteran players who have and will 
continue to show their strength 
throughout the entire season. 
A number of young players, 
including an eighth-grader have 
already shown their potential 
for the future. “[Freshman wide 
receiver] Justin Barron still has 
a lot to learn but is already quite 

mature,” said Coach Gilyard. 
The departure of two 

Division I players as well as 
nine overall seniors, was quite 
a significant loss, said several 
players. Last season, they had 
helped the team secure a claim 
to a FAA co-championship and 
the New England Championship. 

The loss of those seniors 
means that the team will have 
to work hard to achieve their 
goal and be successful this 
season. And younger players 
will gain some needed experi-
ence to be successful in the future.  

In their first game of the 
season, the team had a disap-
pointing loss to powerful Hamden 
Hall squad, losing 49-14. The loss 
was upsetting to the entire school, 
but players said it will serve as 
motivation for the team to work 
even harder as the season goes on. 

“Although the game did not 
go how we wanted it to turn out, 
that loss will be a distant memory if 
we are motivated and win the next 
few games on our schedule,” said 
senior lineman Michael Loughran. 

This Saturday on Oct. 1, 
KO will play Canterbury School 
at home and on Saturday Oct. 
8 they will play King and Low-
Heywood Thomas School. The 
team hopes to get back on track 
in the following weeks, and they 
will do so by being determined and 
fundamentally sound in practice. 

Senior Co-captain Ben Putterman stares down a Canterbury defender, looking 
to pass during an offensive push. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

The boys soccer team startsed 
off the season slowly, losing their 
first two match ups against Loomis 
Chaffee and Canterbury School.

In their  home opener 
against a powerful Loomis 
Chaffee team, KO was shutout 
as they lost 2-0. This loss marks 
the fifth year in a row the team 
has lost to Loomis Chaffee.

“Loomis is a really strong 
team overall so we basically has to 
defend the whole game and didn’t 
have much of the possession,” said 
senior co-captain Ben Putterman. 
“Despite our best effort, their goals 
could have been prevented from 
better defending and clearances.”

Following the loss to Loomis 
Chaffee, a common goal set by the 
team to improve was for everyone 
to focus on defending as a team 
and one-versus-one in practice. 

Players said these skills 
will allow the team to compete 
against competitive teams who 
have highly skilled players. 

KO players are also concen-
trating on maintaining possession 
when they get the ball, which 
players said will come over time 
as the younger players get more 

comfortable to the pace of the game. 
  Even though the Wyverns 

have only had two games, 
freshman center midfielder Nick 
Hamzavi, freshman defender Kyler 
Dzielack, and freshman midfielder 
Jack Risley have stood out as a few 
rising underclassmen with a lot of 
potential to help the team during 
the season and in year to come. 

“Nick is a skilled midfielder 
who brings a spark to out attack, 
and even though Kyler is small 
he consistently wins tackles 
against larger kids,” said senior 
goalie Trevor Krupp. “Jack has 
been a great defender and can 
also contribute to the attack 
when playing in the midfield, 
and even though Jack is small, 

he still competes physically 
with the bigger opponents.”

After the disappointing loss 
to Loomis Chaffee, the Wyverns 
were determined to redeem them-
selves by beating their next oppo-
nent, Canterbury; however, the 
team fell way short as they lost 
to strong Canterbury team 8-3. 

“Canterbury School has 
very skilled forwards from Ghana 
who are each a mix of speed, 
skill and strength,” said junior  
forward Co-captain Ryan Goss. 
“They were too much to handle 
for our team and we need to be 
stronger defensively and stay 
more organized on the field.”

In future games, KO is 
hoping to capitalize on the oppor-
tunities that they create, defend 
well together as a group, and 
maximize their set piece oppor-
tunities in order for them to be 
competitive and successful. 

“Individual defending 
could have been a lot better and 
team defensive shape,” said Head 
Coach Paul Wright. “However, 
Trevor Krupp has made some 
very good saves and has performed 
well on the defensive side of the 
ball while Ryan Goss and Ben 
Putterman have provided a lot 

of the offense for the team.”
This is the first year that 

Coach Wright is coaching the 
team, and he says that the transi-
tion to this program has been good 
and that the players are enthusi-
astic and eager to learn. In addi-
tion, Coach Wright said it might 
take a while until some difference 
might be noticed but they are 
working hard to try and change.

After losing their first 
two games ,  KO won the 
first game against Cheshire 
A c a d e m y,  w i n n i n g  1 - 0 . 

“After having a tough 
game against Canterbury, we 
came out excited to play, and it 
allowed us to maintain most of 
the possession,” said Putterman. 
“We struggled to finish despite 
several opportunities to score.”

“Trevor Krupp 
has made some 
very good saves.”

 – Head Coach  
Paul Wright
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Volleyball spikes Hopkins 3-1, 
looks ahead to successful season

The girls varsity volley-
ball team set out on their 
season campaign of matches 
l a s t  w eek  and  hopes  t o 
continue their early success. 

After pre-season scrim-
mages in a jamboree at Glaston-
bury High School and a play day 
at Loomis Chaffee School, the 
team was victorious in the season 
opener against Hopkins School.

With a 3-1 win, the team saw 
some impressive play from several 
Wyverns. After losing the first set 
they were able to win the next three. 

After the team struggled 
with communication in the 
first set, junior Skylar Barron’s 
serving sparked the team to play 
better. “Skylar had some really 
strong serving in the games and 
went on many runs of over six 
points,” said senior Isabella 
Pratt. Also, junior Captain 

Emma Smith led the team with 
several important saves and sets.

Since the pre-season matches 
the team chemistry and communi-
cation has improved greatly. “Our 
serving has improved a lot and it 
gives us a large advantage at the 
beginning of each point,” said Pratt.

The next match-up for the 
girls was extremely tough as they 
lost 3-0 to Wilbraham and Monson 
Academy. The main struggles 
varied between serve receive and 
communication. However, the 
team saw this match as a learning 
experience because they now know 
what to improve on in the future. 

The squad consists of five 
seniors, four of whom are expe-
rienced players in the varsity 
program. Pratt has been a very 
key player. “Issie is one of the 
best hitters on the team,” said 
Barron. “She is very strong 
from all parts of the court.”

Although the senior experi-
ence helps the younger members 
of the team learn and develop, 
Smith has always been a leader 
through her talent and perfor-
mance. Smith is impressive in all 

areas of the court but is consid-
ered one of the best setters in 
the league. “She is really good at 
holding the team together during 
games and she always keeps us 
focused,” said senior Hannah 
Ferraro. “Being in the middle, 
she does well saving the play and 
when she is given the opportunity 
to make a play we can count on 
her to successfully finish the play.” 

H e a d  C o a c h  S c o t t 
McDonald praised Smith by 
pointing out her experience and 
leadership through example. “She 
is calm and focused when she 
plays, and it rubs off on the team,” 
he said. He said she always makes 
sure to have fun while on the court, 
but keeps the team focused on 
what needs to be accomplished.

“This being my first year 
playing volleyball, she really 
brought me into the team and 
helped me work on my skills,” 
said senior Faith Pease. “She is 
really encouraging and always 
wants the energy to be high.”

 I n  p r a c t i c e  C o a c h 
McDonald has led drills that allow 
the team to improve their passing. 

Also, the team has really focused 
on conditioning and feels that they 
are in better shape than last year.

 “He is working with the 
newer players to try and include 
them into the team,” said Ferraro. 
“He loves to work one-on-one with 
us to help us improve certain skills.” 

Pratt  added to Ferra-
r o ’s  s u p p o r t  o f  C o a c h 
McDonald. “He does a good 
job of making it fun while also 
being productive,” she said. 

Coach McDonald said 
the team has a lot of potential 
but said that in order to achieve 
success they need to build their 
confidence and become more 
consistent. He also talked about 
the improved team dynamic and  
said he can clearly see that the 
team is gelling well this season.

The girls hope to win 
more games than they did last 
season. Barron believes that 
the team’s attitude will change 
the way they perform this year. 
“We get along well together 
and work wel l  together.”

The team will take on Suff-
ield Academy on Saturday, Oct. 1.

Junior volleyball Captain Emma Smith strikes a hard offensive serve versus 
Wilbraham and Monson Academy. Photo by Shelby Fairchild ’17.

by Ben Putterman ’17

Stick skills, young players propel 
field hockey to September success 

The girls varsity field 
hockey team rocketed to an 
impressive 4-0 undefeated start 
to the season by relying on solid 
leadership from captains and their 
ability to stay cool under pressure.

In the first game of the 
season, against Miss Porter’s 
School on Wednesday, Sept. 14, 
the squad played extremely well, 
winning 3-1 despite some nerves. 

“I think everyone was 
a little nervous, but we were 
also really excited to see how 
the team was going to be able 
to play,” senior Co-captain 
forward Abby McGuire said. 

In the first few minutes, 
however, the team demonstrated 
their prowess with eighth-grader 
forward Claire Taylor scoring a 
quick goal to take the initial lead. 

For the rest of the game 
an efficient offense, another 
goal by Taylor, and a final score 
by junior Co-captain forward 
Dakota McMahon al lowed 
the Wyverns to claim victory.

W h i l e  e i g h t h - g r a d e r 
Taylor has already made a indi-
vidual impact for the team, her 
contributions are also a testa-
ment to the team’s ability to 
share the ball and pass, Assis-
tant Coach Sarah Thomsen said. 

“What I love is that there is no 
hierarchy or really any seniority…
eighth graders and seniors can 
talk to each other and play well 

together,” she said. “When that 
happens, it’s a beautiful thing.”

In the second game of 
the season on Saturday, Sept. 
17, the Wyverns faced off 
against the Canterbury School 
and won 4-2. After KO estab-
lished a lead, the Canterbury 
offense quickly pushed back 
with greater pressure and energy. 

H o w e v e r,  t h e  s q u a d 
remained steadfast in their play and 
didn’t allow Canterbury to intimi-
date them, Coach Thomsen said. 

“Especially against Canter-
bury, they started getting very frus-
trated and aggressive, but our girls 
did a great job of staying calm, 
cool, and collected,” she said.

This was the first time 
the girls have beaten Canter-
bury in three seasons, Head 
Coach  Nikki  Blake  sa id . 

“That definitely made it a 
big win for us, but we also had 
our heads on our shoulders and 
we were ready to play,” she said.

The differences between 
this year’s team and that of 
previous seasons are clear 
to both coaches and players. 

“We have smaller numbers, 
but we are a far more skilled 
team than we’ve been since 
I’ve been here, and this is my 
third season,” Coach Blake said.

S e n i o r  C o - c a p t a i n 
midfielder Grace Amell agreed. 
“It’s really exciting because, after 
our first four games, we had won 
the same number of games as 

the past two season combined.” 
However, the squad still 

has specific areas of their play 
they intend to work on, senior 
defenseman Tara Kilkenny said. 

“Obviously we’ve already 
shown that we’re strong this 
year, but I think starting stronger 

by Ryan Albanesi ’17

Sophomore midfielder Mia Seymour fights for the ball in a game against 
Cheshire Academy on Monday, Sept. 19. Photo by Ali Meizels ‘19.

 “I think starting 
stronger in games 
and then main-
taining that 
energy is going to 
be most important 
going into the rest 
of the season.”

– Tara Kilkenny

in games and then maintaining 
that energy is going to be 
most important going into the 
rest of the season,” she said.

Practicing harder and at 
game speed is one of Amell’s 
main goals for the team, she said. 

“I think sometimes we 
don’t practice to the speed that 
we should be…we need to start 
practicing full energy, while 
still making it fun, and then take 
that to the games,” she said.

On Monday, Sept.  19 

the Wyverns blanked Cheshire 
Academy at home 4-0, and 
then continued their streak with 
another shutout win against 
Wilbraham and Monson Academy 
2-0 on Wednesday, Sept. 21. 

The winning streak was 
snapped on Saturday, Sept. 24 with 
a loss to Williston Northampton, 
8-0. However, Amell still has high 
hopes for their future competi-
tions, specifically against Loomis 
Chaffee on Wednesday, Sept. 28. 

“In the past we’ve gotten 
beaten by a lot against Loomis, but 
I think our teams are much more 
equal in skill this year and it’s 
really a game our entire team has 
been looking forward to,” she said. 

Coach Thomsen agreed. 

“From what I’ve heard of the 
past, the girls need to go into this 
game with an attitude of ‘we are 
capable of beating this team’, and 
if [Loomis] scores…not letting 
ourselves say, ‘OK it’s over,’ but 
fighting even harder,” she said.

Coach Blake said she 
believes the team can continue 
to see success so long as they 
believe in themselves, and not get 
overwhelmed by their enormously 
successful start to the season. 

“We just need to remain 
focused and not get psyched out…
this team can hang with pretty much 
all of these teams, no matter what 
has happened in the past,” she said. 


