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Car Show electrifies community
by Aidan O’Loughlin ’20

On Sept. 8, 2018, Wyvern 
36 Robotics held their first annual 
Electric Car Show. The event 
promoted discussion around elec-
tric vehicles and sustainable energy 
in West Hartford.  Robotics Coach 
Kathleen DiSanto, senior Matt 
Safalow, and senior Ben Poulios 
planned and organized the event. 

Matt said he started talking 
about the event in May with 
Ms. DiSanto and Ben. “When I 
first brought it up, Ms. DiSanto 
thought I was crazy, but I did it 
anyways,” he said.  

Ms. DiSanto, regardless of 
any original reluctance towards 
the Electric Vehicle Showcase, 
was a crucial part. “When Matt 
first brought [the idea] to me, I 
didn’t want anything to do with it. 
I wouldn’t just do it on my own,” 
Ms. DiSanto said. “I would help 
if students showed actual interest 
and desire to run the event.” 

Matt filled out the form on 
the national drive electric week, 

officially signed up, and then 
informed Ms. DiSanto. “She 
didn’t find out till the last week of 
school,” he said. “Then we had to 
start contacting important school 
officials. None of the school offi-
cials got back to me; they were 
doing administrative stuff.”

In late June, Matt got 
permission. “Once we got official 
approval, I started to reach out to 
every single thing with any rela-
tion to electric cars,” Matt said. 
“After the dealerships, we started 
contacting local eateries. We then 
began working with the West Hart-
ford Clean Energy Commision.”

Through working with 
the West Hartford Clean Energy 
Commision they were able to 
get in touch with the Mayor, so 
they received a proclamation 
from West Hartford. “The proc-
lamation started because we were 
meeting with them. One of the 
people at the West Hartford Clean 
Energy Commision works with 
the Mayor,” Ms. DiSanto said. 
“Matt asked about a proclama-

tion, and we were able to get one.” 
Other than the proclama-

tion from West Hartford, they 
received a proclamation from the 
Governor of Connecticut. “The 
governor’s proclamation came as 
a surprise. We had done nothing 
to request it,” Ms. DiSanto said. 

A few days before the actual 
event senior speaker Andrew 
Holland interviewed the plan-
ners in front of the Upper School 
at a weekly assembly. “I was 
really impressed with how they 
organized this whole thing from 
scratch,” Andrew said.  “It’s crazy 
what a student idea can turn into.”

Finally, the the day of 
the car show arrived. “I think 
the event ran really smoothly,” 
Ms. Disanto said. “We had a 
steady crowd the whole time.” 

They had 38 cars at the 
event. Eight Tesla Model 3s, 
four Chevrolet Bolts, four Tesla 
Model Ss, three BMW i3s, two 
Ford Focus Electrics, two Porsche 
Panamera S E-Hybrids, two Tesla 
Model Xs, one BMW 530es, one 

Chevrolet Volt, one Fiat 500e, one 
Ford Fusion Energi, one Honda 
Clarity Plug-in Hybrid, one 
Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV, two 
Nissan Leafs, one Toyota Plug-in 
Prius, One Toyota Prius Prime, 
and three other plug in vehicles. 

Other than all of the cars 
present at the event, there were 
multiple food vendors, including 
SPoT Coffee, Nana’s Ice Cream 
Truck, Grant’s Restaurant, Restau-
rant Bricco, Plan B Burger West 

Hartford, and Ice Cream Time.  
After all the team’s hard 

work, Ms. DiSanto is optimistic for 
another great season with new and 
returning members on the team.  “I 
am super proud. We had six brand 
new members of the team. I think 
they should still be really proud of 
it,” Ms. DiSanto said. “They were 
directing people in, and they kept 
the robot running. It really was a 
team effort on the day. I am excited 
to start the season so positively.”

Visitors enjoy the display of cars around the Circle. Photo by David Newman. 

KO welcomes new students, teachers
by Esha Kataria ’20

Opening Convocation, held 
on Sept. 4 in Roberts Theater, 
marked the official start of King-
swood Oxford’s 110th school year. 
Every student and faculty and staff 
member congregated for the first 
time this year to hear from a variety 
of speakers, congratulate their 
peers, and welcome newcomers. 

History teacher Rob Kyff 
greeted everyone in a light hearted 
tone, playing The Turtles’ song 
“Happy Together” to illustrate how 
the all-boys Kingwood School 
convinced the all-girls Oxford 
School to merge in 1969. “This is 
an historic year for our school,” he 
said. “Not only is it the 110th year 
of our school’s overall history, but 
we are also beginning the fiftieth 
year in the history of the merged 
school Kingswood Oxford.”

In addition, Mr. Kyff 

welcomed the new Head of School 
Tom Dillow, as the sixth Head of 
School in the school’s history, as 
well as the 133 new students this 
year. “They bring a wide range of 
accomplishments and attributes to 
our community,” he said. “They 
and you together will be writing 
another vibrant chapter in our 
school’s distinguished history. And 
I know we’ll all be happy together.” 

Next, head prefect senior 
Michael Aronson took the stage 
to describe the prefects’ role to the 
student body as the individuals 
who establish a strong connection 
with the freshman class, as well as 
help provide a smooth transition. 

He encouraged everyone to 
embrace the vast diversity of our 
community. “Kingswood Oxford 
provides a sense of unity through 
our difference and quirks which is 
special,” he said. “This results in an 
environment in which every indi-

vidual can express themselves.” 
Senior speaker Andrew 

Holland rose to the podium to stress 
the importance of finding balance 
in your life at school. “While you 
should always prioritize school 
work, don’t ever let it prevent 
you from making connections 
with people and enjoying every 
moment you have here,” he said. 

After these short speeches, 
Director of the Middle School Ann 
Sciglimpaglia and Interim Director 
of the Upper School Carolyn 
McKee awarded the Dux Prizes to 
those students who achieved the 
highest GPA in their class for the 
previous year. The winners were  
seventh-grader Ava Cashman, 
eighth-grader Hana Roggendorf, 
freshman Emma Levinbook,  soph-
omore Emma Henry, junior Esha 
Kataria and senior Mia Seymour. 

Ms. McKee congratulated 
these students with loving praise. 

“We acknowledge and honor the 
qualities of hard work, persever-
ance, passion and determination 
that lead to success,” she said. 

Following this, senior 
Benjamin Small introduced 
Head of School Tom Dillow by 

providing his educational and 
career background. “He hopes 
to use his passion for working 
with students and for devel-
oping impactful initiatives to 

Dillow addresses the community for the first time. Photo by David Newman.

Continued on page 10.
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On Friday, Sept. 14, from 7:00 p.m. 
to 10:00 p.m., the freshman and sophomore 
classes joined together in the school cafe-
teria for a tropical themed dance in celebra-
tion of the beginning of the school year. 

In past years, the dance was only 
for the freshman class as a chance to 
bond with each other, but this year 
the sophomore class was invited.  

There was still an event right 
before the dance for just the freshmen 
where they were served pizza, and games 
were set up on the lawn for them to play. 

“We wanted to at least give 
them some event where it was just 
their class to hang,” Form 3 Dean 
and history teacher David Baker said.

Form 4 Dean and science teacher Kata 
Baker said that the original idea of inviting 
sophomores to the dance this year came 
from sophomore vice president Sloan Duvall 
after reflecting back on her freshman dance. 

She said Sloan and the class felt 
that going from a dance with only their 
form to homecoming where the entire 
Upper School attends was a shock. 

Other sophomores agreed that with 
more students in the cafeteria the dance 
was more fun. “I think it was good sopho-
mores were invited because there were more 
people,” sophomore Kyle Frankel said. 

Mr. Baker said that the prefects 
really organized the dance in terms of 

theme and decoration, and he and Mrs. 
Baker coordinated more of the logis-
tics like booking the space and DJ. 

Senior prefect Claudia Petrie said 
they all worked well together and were 
able to make decisions very quickly.

“We just made a Google doc and wrote 
down everything we wanted to get, and then 
a couple of us went out to party stores and 
picked up the things we wanted,” she said. 

Senior prefect Aidan Shea said 
that their main goal was to make sure the 
freshman class would have a memorable 
time. “We put a lot of time and effort into 
planning this dance to make this the best 

dance ever for the freshmen,” he said. 
Sophomore  pres ident  Emma 

Henry said she thought the prefects 
accomplished their goal and contrib-
uted to the overall success of the night. 

“A lot of people came and had a good 
time, and I think the prefects played a really 
huge role in making it so fun,” she said 

There was mixed feedback about 
the DJ. “The DJ took really good requests. 
However, he played a lot of throwbacks 
towards the end of the dance which 
kind of ruined the mood,” Emma said. 

With both classes in the cafeteria, 
many students said that the room was 

very hot. “As the night went on, some of 
the kids wanted to go outside because 
it was so hot, so we let them go outside 
as long as we could see them,” English 
teacher and chaperone Ron Monroe said. 

When asked if the dance will 
stay combined in the future Mr. Baker 
said that because he has heard so much 
positive feedback about the night, it is 
possible. “I would guess just because the 
vibe went well but honestly I’ll have to 
get more feedback from people,” he said. 

Mrs. Baker agreed and said that 
she would like to actually send out 
a survey to the class about the dance 
and how the year is going in general. 

Mr. Baker said that anything that 
benefits and helps the freshmen integrate 
into the community such as having this 
dance with both of the grades is a positive. 

“Especially if it means the freshmen 
are feeling more comfortable on campus and 
more connected, so if its good for them as a 
whole then I think that’s a success,” he said. 

Mr. Monroe chaperoned the second 
half of the dance, but he explained the 
duties of being a chaperone on both shifts. 
He said that on the first shift teachers 
breathalyze kids when they first arrive 
and generally make sure everything is 
set up in terms of the DJ and the water. 

He said that the second shift is more 
about walking around and checking all the 
areas around the dance such as the library 
and making sure everyone is safe and okay. 

Forms 3, 4 party at tropics dance
by Lian Wolman ’19

Senior prefects pictured in their Hawaiin garb the night of the freshman, sophomore dance. 
Showing off their themed clothes in support of the tropical theme.  Photo courtesy of David Baker. 

Camp KO grows McKee moves up
by Aidan O’Loughlin ’ 20 by Esha Kataria ’ 20

Over the past couple of years, 
Camp KO has transformed into a vibrant 
and thriving institute. They have added 
more and more camps and opened the 
program up to an even bigger audience. 
This past year, they had 619 campers over 
the summer, and even more during the 
programs that run during the school year. 

The camp has done many things 
to improve itself according to Director of 
Summer Programs Sheri Shea. “We imple-
mented a bully policy, where we inform 
parents if there is an incident,” she said. 
“Campers are required to read our policy 
and sign off on it when they register. We 
take our job to create a safe space very 
seriously. The policy reads ‘The camp 
will try to resolve a first incident, but a 
second incident is not tolerated.’” Fortu-
nately Ms. Shea said that there were no 
serious incidents over this past summer.

In addition to the new bully policy 
the camp introduced a rule around the 
use of cell phones. “Campers at Camp 
KO are allowed to bring their cell phones 
with them to camp,” Ms. Shea said. “We 
tell them not to use their cellphones during 
actual instructional periods. It definitely 
helped the atmosphere of the camp.” 

The camp also implemented a new 
social media policy, in which campers 
are instructed to, when taking a picture, 
ask for permission. “We want campers 
to make sure taking [the picture] is 
okay and that the people in the picture 
feel comfortable,” Ms. Shea said.

Other than all of the new poli-
cies, some new programs were added 
to the camps repertoire. “This past 
summer we started a fashion design and 
sewing machine skills camp, a fencing 
camp, real science, game programing, 
and creative nonfiction,” Ms. Shea said. 

Ms. Shea said that an an outside 
group from Philadelphia was hired for the 

fashion design camp. “At the end of the 
camp, the kids put on an amazing fashion 
show of all the stuff they made,” she said. 

 Jennette Faulkner, winner of the 
Summer National and North American 
Circuit Veteran Foil Champion 12 times, ran 
the sold-out fencing program this summer. 

Upper School science teacher 
Alex Kraus ran the Real Science camp. 
“He did experiments in all sorts of 
different subjects,” Ms. Shea said. In 
the game programming camp, kids 
were taught how to make video games.

The creative nonfiction camp was 
another new successful program. “It was 
geared towards older kids and very well 
received by the campers,” Ms. Shea said. 

Over the school year, some programs 
will run, and there might even be more new 
ones. There is an eight week long pre-season 
basketball program, a Futsal program that is in 
its fifth year of running, and a theater improv 
class set to start in the fall. Additionally, In 
Jan., Camp KO’s culinary class will start. 

“I am working with with Hartford 
Stitch, which is sewing, crocheting, and 
knitting, to create a program for faculty 
in the evening,” Ms. Shea said. “I am sure 
there are probably faculty and staff who 
would want to do it one night a week.” 

With all of the hard work of Ms. 
Shea and the Camp KO staff, the camp 
has grown fruitfully to where it is today. 

“At the end of the 
camp the kids put on 
an amazing fashion 
show of all the stuff 
they made.” 

–Ms. Shea

Former Director of Academic Plan-
ning Carolyn McKee stepped up to a 
new position as Interim Director of the 
Upper School this year, replacing Natalie 
Demers who left last May to work with 
the National Coalition of Girls’ Schools. 

Ms. McKee was approached with 
the offer by former Head of School Dennis 
Bisgaard and Head of School Thomas 
Dillow. “It was about recognizing that at 
that time, trying to hire someone else would 
be very late in the game,” Mr. Dillow said. 

Ms. McKee has been committed to 
KO for quite some time; she has been the 
Director of Academic Planning for two years 
and was also Dean of Students for 14 years. 

Mr. Dillow said that it was wonderful 
Ms. McKee agreed to the job. “She has 
had such a wealth of experience as she 
had been a former Upper School Director 
at a school in Massachusetts,” he said. 
“It was evident and clear that this would 
be someone that would be a great fit.” 

Ms. McKee prepared by spending 

some time with Ms. Demers, and studying 
the curriculum over the summer. She 
described her role as teacher-oriented. “I 
work more directly with teachers and depart-
ment chairs around the curriculum,” she 
said. “I help teachers grow professionally.” 

Mr. Dillow agreed that her role 
was a big one. “She is responsible for all 
facets of delivery of education,” he said. 

Interim Director of the Upper School Carolyn 
McKee smiles. Photo by Taline Norsigian ’ 19

“She has to make sure that the curric-
ulum is being delivered, as well as support and 
help faculty develop professional growth.” 

In addition to this, Ms. McKee is also 
responsible for the Upper School budget and 
for hiring. “It is important to think about 
what we teach and how we teach it,” she said. 

Ms. McKee will have first-hand 
experience with this since she continues 
to teach psychology in the Upper School. 

She also works side by side with Mr. 
Dillow. “We will work very closely together, 
since she is part of the student life admin-
istrative team that meets weekly to discuss 
any issues on the academic and extracur-
ricular side of school,” Mr. Dillow said. 

Ms. McKee said that she looks 
forward to the year ahead. “I’m excited 
for a challenge; I know the school well, 
and I care about the Upper School a lot.” 

Mr. Dillow said that he appreci-
ates Ms. McKee stepping up to the chal-
lenge. “I’m so thankful and so pleased 
we have such a seasoned and experienced 
educator as thoughtful and as dedicated 
to students and faculty as she is,” he said.  

“I’m so thankful and 
so pleased we have 
such a seasoned and 
experienced educator.”

–Mr. Dillow
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As a senior, the college applica-
tion process is something that has been 
on my mind:  mountains of supple-
ments, activity lists, standardized test 
scores, interviews, essays and pressure. 

Some of the pressure is self-
imposed and some is societally-imposed. 

There is pressure to take the hardest 
classes and get good grades in them all, 
to assume leadership positions, to achieve 
highly on arbitrary measurements of 
achievement (i.e. standardized tests), to 
become involved in one’s community, and  
—  in essence — to become as “marketable” 
as possible to institutions of higher learning. 

As admission to college seemingly gets 
more competitive every year, students are 
starting to feel this pressure earlier and earlier. 

And as a result, high school 
can  become merely  a  means  to 
t h e  e n d  o f  c o l l e g e  a d m i s s i o n .

KO is a self-proclaimed “college-
preparatory” school. However, increas-
ingly, I think the line between preparing 
students for college and preparing students 
for the college application process is blurred. 

Of course, this problem is not at 
all unique to KO; rather, it is symptom-
atic of systemic issues in education.

What problems arise when high 
school becomes a means to an end?

O n e  i s  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  t e n d 
t o  p l a c e  a n  u n d u e  a m o u n t  o f 
impor tance  on  the i r  t ranscr ip ts . 

We become curators, trying to 
demonstrate to some unknown admis-
sions officer that we are intellectually 
curious and hardworking and whatnot.  

All are admirable attributes, of 
course, but the way in which we students 
are supposed to exhibit them is through a 
series of random letters on a sheet of paper. 

There is an obvious disparity between 
grades and actual learning, but the college 
application process conflates the two, 
furthering the notion that the purpose of 
taking a class is to get a good grade in it.

The ultimate impact of this over-
emphasis is that students feel as if they have to 
succeed academically in every class they take. 

As a result, the system disincen-
tivizes students from taking academic 
risks; instead of taking more difficult 
classes, students prefer an “easy A.”

Alternatively, I think other students 
are pressured into taking the “hardest level” 
of every  class, even if they don’t want to or 
aren’t genuinely interested in that subject.

K i d s  l o a d  u p  A P c l a s s e s 

just to show colleges that they are 
taking the most rigorous classes. 

Taking on too many AP classes can 
cause an unhealthy amount of stress and 
can take time away from other activities. 

Thus, students are forced to choose 
between stress and showing colleges that 
they’re taking on a challenging course load. 

Another problem that arises when 
high school becomes a stepping stone 
on the path to college is that students 
are corralled into pursuing activities 
based on that activity’s perceived pres-
tige and not on students’ interest in it. 

I think students would be happier if 
they felt as if they could choose their extra-
curriculars of their own volition instead 
of feeling constrained by the pre-concep-
tions of some college admission officer.

On the Common Application, there 
are 10 activities slots. Though students 
technically don’t have to fill in all 10, 
they feel the pressure to demonstrate 
their involvement by doing just that. 

As such, they fill up their time 
with activities with the sole purpose 
to write in a box and describe their 
invo lvement  in  150  cha rac te r s .

I think we all have a tendency to take the 
present for granted, to be “future-oriented.” 

But this sort of approach to high 
school is dangerous. It creates students 
who value grades and perceived academic 
rigor over actual learning and who 
pursue activities to craft an optimal 
resumé not because they enjoy them.

This sort of problem is evident at 
KO. My class received our college advi-
sors in the winter of our junior year, but 
now, college advisors and students are 
paired up during students’ sophomore year. 

I ’ m  n o t  a rg u i n g  t h a t  t h i s 
change is a bad one, necessarily. 

I think it’s indicative of the 
pervas iveness  of  the  e ffec t s  o f 
the  col lege  appl ica t ion  process .

In closing, I would warn anyone 
reading this against viewing high school 
— especially KO — as merely a means 
to an end. Of course, KO helps prepare 
us for college and helps prepare us 
to get into college. But that shouldn’t 
be KO’s only or primary purpose. 

Enjoy the present and enjoy your time 
in it. Take advantage of the present, but not 
only because it will give you a better future. 

E d u c a t i o n  a t  a n y  l e v e l 
should be an end in itself and not 
just a gate to something “greater.”

With that, I’m going to end this editorial 
here. I have to go work on my college essays… 

The Student Athletic Advisory 
Council better known around campus as 
“SAAC” is devoted to encouraging enthu-
siasm for sports here at Kingswood Oxford. 

Athletics play a huge role in the 
lives of KO students, and SAAC provides 
a place where they can advocate for 
their respective teams and communicate 
with the athletic board and each other. 

President of SAAC Coltrane Joseph, 
Vice President Mia Seymour and Secre-
tary Molly Baron all have high hopes for 
the 2018-2019 year for SAAC. The select 
group of KO athletes uphold the ideals to 
“Strive to inspire, lead and promote school 
spirit through athletics” and they certainly 
exemplify this through all that they do on 
campus. This year the group is throwing 
their efforts into arranging more events 
and having a positive influence on both the 
group’s members and the school as a whole. 

SAAC organizes weekly meetings of 
the captains of sports team, so that the student 
body can be kept up to date on each team’s 
season. Additionally, the student athletes 
are planing a pink week in October in honor 
of breast cancer awareness. They are also 
trying to organize a potential “Powerpuff” 

game, where female students play a game 
of flag football coached by the male players 
the night before a football home game. The 
KO News believes SAAC’s plans will bring 
the student body together both on and off the 
playing field. Their role on campus is not one 
to be overlooked, as athletics and the student 
community are central to life here at KO. 

SAAC leaders aren’t only concerned 
with KO athletes. They also want non-athletes 
to feel welcome and are working to set up 
activities for Hewitt Day so students who 
don’t play a sport can have fun in between 
games. The KO News recognizes and praises 
the hard work SAAC has been putting into 
its plans for the upcoming athletic seasons. 
It’s not easy to plan events and and promote 
school spirit during and after athletic games! 

SAAC has the potential to be a very 
well-respected group on campus and will 
work the whole year to influence the athletic 
scene in a positive way that advocates for 
every athlete and sports team at KO, bringing  
excitement to each game and practice. 

The KO News would like to applaud 
SAAC and its members for all of their hard 
work this year and their efforts to raise 
school spirit and athletic involvement. 

KO students are known to be very 
involved in the community, leading 
very busy lives. However, usually once 
a day, students have the opportunity to 
just take a moment and relax. Students 
often pour into the library during these 
periods to study and to socialize, forget-
ting about other designated student areas. 

The library is often full of students 
using the space for a variety of reasons 
including studying, looking for books, 
mingling and simply talking to our 
beloved librarian Nancy Solomon. 

The KO News believes that it is 
important to remember that the library 
is meant to be a productive space where 
students are able to work individually or 
collectively on their homework or projects, 
and when large noisy groups populate this 
area, they disrupt students who are working.   

While the library is a great 
spot on campus, the KO News would 
like to remind the community about 
all of the other student areas for 
working and hanging around campus. 

The Roberts Leadership Center 
more commonly known as the Math and 

Writing Center is an area completely 
designated to quiet studying and tutoring 
that is perfect for students looking for 
an area to work in without distractions. 

 The KO News recognizes that 
sometimes students just want an area in 
which to gather without having to worry 
about disturbing people who are working. 
The cafeteria in the morning before 
lunch and in the afternoon after lunch 
is a great place for students who don’t 
want to worry about using their indoor 
voices when talking with their peers. 

We think that Roberts lobby is more 
of a multipurpose area that can be used 
for students to work and socialize or at 
least attempt to do both at the same time.

Other multi-use areas are the 
conference rooms on the bottom floor 
of CT. These rooms are near  classes and 
offices, so if students choose to use these 
rooms to hang out in, they just have to be 
mindful of what is going on around them. 

As you choose where to go for 
your next free period, we urge you 
to think about all of these areas and 
choose which space best fits your needs. 

SAAC is back

Wasted student spaces

KO: A means 
to an end?
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Being a senior at KO means 
a lot of things. You are allowed 
to walk on the senior green, even 
though you’ll spend the first 
two months of school hesitating 
before you walk on because 
you’re trained to avoid it. You are 
applying for college, which brings 
its own waves of stress. You’ve 
been at KO longer than most of 
the teachers. You stop knowing 
most people’s names. And finally, 
you probably don’t actually feel 
like a senior, or at least how you 
expected being a senior felt.

And if you’re like me, this 
brought some confusion. Because 
when I was a freshman, the seniors 
were so cool! They were mature 
and put-together. They were confi-
dent, cool, and had it all figured 
out (whatever “it” was). There 
was something about them that 
was special and elevated them to 
idol status. A status that one day I 
hoped I would feel bestowed upon 
me. But now I’m a senior, and I 
don’t feel cool. I just feel like me.

And it turns out that attri-
butes like confident and cool 
are performative by nature, so 
it doesn’t matter if someone 
considers him or herself cool or 
confident as long as other people 
do. These special attributes are 
more like something that’s put 

upon people instead of something 
people claim. But despite this, 
weren’t we supposed to feel those 
attributes bestowed upon us, and 
start feeling like seniors at some 
point? Was there a turn we missed 
on the winding path of adolescence 
that would’ve led us to becoming 
as cool as the seniors when we 
were freshmen, instead of just 
feeling like middle schoolers in 
bigger clothes and better haircuts?

And we’re told all the time 
that we have clout and influence 
on the school culture. Our advisors 
explained it to us. Also explaining 
this concept was the prefects’ advi-
sors, the senior prefects’ sixth grade 
advisors, and Mr. G, probably. 

I don’t know about you, 
but I certainly don’t wake up in 
the morning and think to myself, 
“Boy, it sure feels good to have 
clout.” And yet, there are prob-
ably freshmen that wake up and 
say, “Boy, I wish I had clout.” 
We don’t notice that we matter, 
but everyone else seems to.

Well when we tell ourselves 
that we don’t feel like seniors, 
there’s a bigger question lurking 
beneath that statement that asks: 
is this it? Are these the years that 
adults sit around and reminisce 
about? Is there something I missed?

Personally, the only way I 
feel like a senior is that I’ve been 
in high school for four years, and 

senior year is what I’m supposed to 
call this fourth year. I don’t know 
if I did or didn’t miss something 
during high school that would’ve 
made the experience more special. 
Maybe I did. I’ve been through 
a handful of depressive fogs 
during high school, so some stuff 
might’ve slipped past me. I don’t 
know. Maybe the only requirement 
of feeling like a senior is to feel 
confused and anxious. To feel like 
you’re looking over your shoulder 
asking what you missed, while also 
looking ahead to see what’s next. 

Maybe we should’ve 
expected the worst from high 
school so that way we couldn’t be 
let down. That would’ve been nice, 
even if it is a sad way to go through 
life. I don’t know if that would’ve 
been a good idea.  I only know five 
things in total, and here they are:

The first is that if we don’t 
feel mature and put-together 
as seniors, then neither did the 
seniors when we were freshmen, 
and that means that probably 
no one feels mature and put-
together at any point in life.

The second is that i t 
doesn’t  matter  i f  we feel 
special because we are to 
everyone else, so please be nice.

The third is that unless 
we live in a cruel and awful 
world, high school will not 
be the best years of our lives.

The  fou r th  t h ing  i s 
that  we probably got  our 
hopes up about senior year 
and high school in general.

by Daniel Carroll ’19

So I guess I’m a senior now?

Sixth grade, or “upper 
prep” as we like to call it at KO 
is the only grade in which every 
single student is new to the 
school. Even if you know other 
students going into KO, starting 
something new is always scary. 

At this point in their time at 
KO, they have seven whole years 
until they leave. None of them 
knows what the school has in store 
for them, or where they will end up. 

I kind of cringe when I look 
back on my middle school years, 
especially sixth grade. I didn’t 
have a clue that in the next seven 
years I would (thankfully) learn 
to make friends and discover 
that I may actually be interested 
in things other than basketball. 

Looking back, I can clearly 
see how I got where I am and 
how KO, the place at which I’ve 
spent at least half of my time at 
for the last 2,190 days of my 
life, helped me reach this point. 

One thing I was sure of, 
though, when I was in sixth grade 
was that I wanted to be a senior 
advisor when I finally reached 
form 6. Now that I am in fact a 
senior, my favorite part of the week 
is on Tuesday and Friday when I 
get to see my lil sixth graders. 

Spending time with them is 

an amazing break from the some-
times overwhelming feel of the 
Upper School. For about an hour 
a week, the sixth grade advisors 
have the privilege of immersing 
themselves in the seemingly less 
stressful and more simple environ-
ment of the Middle School. This is 
something that I am so thankful for, 
and my advisees don’t even have 
to try to brighten up my day. Their 
natural enthusiasm and energy 
is so uplifting and contagious. 

A large part of the reason 
that I wanted to be a senior 
advisor is because I absolutely 
love Middle School dances and 
couldn’t wait to experience them 
one more time, while watching 
the sixth graders get to expe-
rience them for the first time. 

Knowing how difficult it can 
be coming into a new school as a 
sixth grader, I truly appreciate and 
value the impact the senior advisors 
can have on their advisees. I still 
remember my senior advisors, Sam 
and Lindsey. We always looked 
forward to the days they joined 
us for advisee group, and they 
were people for us to look up to. 

Time truly does fly by. 
When I came to KO in 2013, 
2019 seemed decades away. 
Now, here we are 6 years later, 
and I’m sure 2025 seems very 
far off to the sixth graders right 

now, but I hope they cherish their 
time in middle and high school 
because it really does slip away. 

The other day during advisee 
group, the sixth graders wanted to 
trap me under a pile of pillows, and 
naturally I was hesitant. However 
I let them bury me when they told 
me that Sam, the other senior 
advisor had let them do it, and that 
he would be the favorite if I didn’t 
do it too. It was actually pretty fun. 

I’m thankful for moments 
like that with the advisee group 
because they aren’t there to 
judge you for acting goofy, and 
it’s a time that we get to escape 
from the expectations of being 
a high schooler and have fun 
doing strange, goofy things.  

I know that the senior advi-
sors are supposed to be the ones 
guiding and teaching their sixth 
graders – something that I no 
doubt strive to do – however, I 
honestly feel like they help us 
just as much with their young 
and fresh perspectives on KO 
and their  amazing energy. 

Shoutout to Costantini’s 
crew, you guys are the best advi-
sees out there, and I hope that in 
six years you will apply to be a 
senior advisor because although it 
may be the end of my experience at 
KO, I know it is something about 
high school that I will remember. 

by Maeve McDonald ’19

The adventures of being
a senior adviser  

Former President Barack 
Obama recently broke the long 
held tradition of refraining from 
criticizing a sitting president. 
Based on the threat that Donald 
Trump poses to our democracy, 
President Obama is morally obli-
gated to speak out to denounce 
the bigotry and corruption of 
this administration, and I think 
he should be applauded for 
doing so. Since the election, 
Obama has abstained from criti-
cizing Trump despite Trump’s 
attacks on the Obama presidency. 

While Obama may have 
broken tradition, his act of 
speaking out against injustice is 
quite patriotic. As someone who 
spent eight years leading this 
nation, he is, in fact, obligated to 
vocally defend our democracy and 
try to persuade others to support 
the principles and institutions on 
which our democracy was founded. 

There is no doubt that 
ever since the 2016 election the 
nation has become more and more 
divided. This is partly the fault of 
Trump and his tactics of creating 
an environment of fear, hostility, 
and intolerance toward his oppo-
nents as a means to gain power.  

Early on, Trump recog-
nized that appealing to those 

Americans who felt left behind 
economically and threatened by 
the changing demographics of our 
country gained him supporters. 
More moderate Republican voters 
were willing to ignore the aspects 
of Trump they found distasteful 
in order to make progress on 
conservative principles they 
cared about, such as tax reform. 

However, Trump’s unpresi-
dential behavior and immorality 
have compromised the office of 
President.  He does not hesitate to 
make malicious comments, make 
fun of, and threaten violence against 
those who disagree with him. 

He has attacked war heroes, 
women, the free press, our secu-
rity agencies, Muslims, immi-
grants and anyone who chal-
lenges him. Trump emboldens 
white supremacists to have rallies 
like the Unite The Right Rally in 
Charlottesville, N.C. where an 
innocent protester was murdered.

 His refusal to denounce 
neo-Nazis  has encouraged 
bigotry and violence. Trump uses 
hatred to gain supporters and to 
incite fear in anyone who chal-
lenges sexist and racist views. 

Former President Obama, 
the first black president in the 
history of our country, exhibited 

by Juliana Kulak ’20

Obama breaks
the silence

Continued on page 17.

[I]f we don’t 
feel mature and 
put-together as 
seniors, then 
neither did the 
seniors when we 
were freshmen, 
and that means 
that probably no 
one feels mature 
and put-together 
at any point in 
life.

The fifth thing is what 
I learned this summer when 
school was out and I had nothing 
holding me back from becoming 
the cooler version of myself 
that I dreamed about finally 
becoming (spoiler alert: I didn’t). 

This wasn’t the first time I’d 

gotten my hopes up like this. When 
I was in sixth grade, I thought that 
going to KO would fix everything 
for me, until I got here in seventh 
grade, and I felt pretty much like 
the same person. When I was a 
freshman, I thought getting a lead 
part in a musical or play would 
magically cause me to become put-
together and happy all the time, 
because that’s what the leads in the 
play and musical seemed like. But 
then I got one in sophomore year, 
and I felt pretty similar to how I felt 
freshman year, which was neither 
put-together nor happy all the time. 

I had grown, sure, and I was 
probably more mature, but I didn’t 
feel as special as I expected to feel. 
And when I was a junior, I thought 
that when I went to Internationals 
for speech and debate, I would 
get there and become just like the 
past Forensic Union members who 
I had looked up to. But then I got 
there and I was still myself. I’ve 
never been able to leave myself 
behind and become what the 
older kids always seemed to be. 
I’ve only ever grown into myself. 

Eventually you realize 
that wherever you go and what-
ever you do, you’re still going 
to take yourself with you (It’s 
a good thing your own self 
is good company. And if you 
don’t believe that, well there are 
certainly underclassmen that do.)
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Continued on page 17.

Affirmative action isn’t racist … unless you are
Hello, and welcome to 

another awesome year of getting lit 
in the opinions section with Janvi! 
I hope your summers were full of 
adventures and that the school year 
has been treating you well so far. 

For those of you who may 
not know me (or have forgotten, for 
shame), I’m a senior and I’ve been 
contributing to the KO News since 
10th grade. I love sharing what’s 
on my mind, and that usually 
means things like navigating the 
wacky experience that is high 
school, and topics relevant to us 
from the great big world out there. 

By the way, if you have some-
thing specific you want to share 
with me, like a comment or sugges-
tion for an article, let me know! 

Today I’m jumping right in 
with something that can seem really 
confusing and controversial: affir-
mative action. A couple years back, 
someone told me that I, as an Asian, 
should feel angry that affirmative 
action would make the college 
process more difficult for me. 

Now you may be wondering, 
“Wait, isn’t racial discrimination 
the opposite of what colleges are 
supposed be doing?” and you’re 
absolutely correct! That’s exactly 
what I thought. So I ended up 
doing my own mini-investigation 
on it (by which I mean an intense 

Google session interspersed 
with snacking), and now I’m 
here writing this to tell you all 
what I’ve come to learn and why 
affirmative action is something 
I’m actually fully in support of.

Affirmative action is a policy 

used by colleges and universities to 
provide more educational oppor-
tunities for minorities in terms 
of gender, sexuality, race, etc. 

For the purposes of this 
article, I’m focusing on race 
specifically. Plainly stated, though 
it may not be the deciding factor, 
race, color, and ethnic background 
are definitely taken into consid-
eration in college admissions. 

Not to be mistaken for a 
racial quota, the point of affir-
mative action is to try to ensure 
that students aren’t denied 
admission based on race.

So one would think that 
when our applications land in the 

hands of an admissions officer, 
they see us just for what we are 
on paper and make decisions 
solely based on how good or 
accomplished we are as people. 

There’s a fancy name for 
that: meritocracy. Really rolls 
off the tongue, right? And in a 
perfect world where everyone 
started on a level playing ground 
with the same opportunities, 
that’s how it would be! But, as 
I bet you’ve already guessed, 
that’s not how it is in the least. 

People are on different 
playing fields quite literally 
from the moment they’re born, 
depending on how much parental 
leave their parents get, to quality of 
childcare, to how many processed 
foods they have in preschool. Those 
factors are heavily influenced 
by socioeconomic status, which 
in turn has a lot to do with race. 

To be frank, we are not living 
in a post-racial country. In fact, we 
live in a country where even “ethnic 
names” could have an application 
thrown out. While every case may 
not be this extreme, it’s impos-
sible to deny the effects of race on 
opportunities we’re given in life. 

Affirmative action seeks 
to kind of offset the huge educa-
tional gap that our country’s 
race/wealth gap has created. It’s 
certainly a good start to fixing the 
many many issues in the education 

system I mean seriously, there are 
so many educational gaps you’d 
think they’d at least throw in some 
Old Navy coupons or something. 

“Janvi,” you say, “that’s 
plain not fair! If I’ve worked so 
hard, how come someone else 
gets picked over me just for 
being a certain race?!” Okay, I 
can see where you’re coming 
from. No one’s saying you didn’t 
work hard! But remember, as I 
mentioned earlier, race is virtu-
ally never the single deciding 
factor  in  a  col lege offer. 

Second, your particular situ-
ation in life may afford you some 
privileges that others lack, and a 
rejection to you may become a 
trivial bump in the long run whereas 
acceptance for someone else is 
their ticket to an awesome future. 
And besides, it’s almost a non-
issue in day-to-day life because we 
never know the true reason behind 
an offer or denial from a college. 

So if you’re worrying 
about how it affects you on a 
day-to-day basis don’t! Instead, 
consider how rather than blind 
“equality”. Equity (i.e. being 
“more fair” to people who need it 
more than others) is what’s really 
going to level the field and bring 
us closer to that meritocracy.

Anyways, I’ll keep it real 
with you. Nothing’s perfect, and 
this is no exception. The major 

In fact, we live in 
a country where 
even “ethnic 
names” could 
have an applica-
tion thrown out. 

argument against affirmative 
action is that it seems to discrimi-
nate against Asians; there’s actu-
ally a huge lawsuit going on by a 
group of Asian-American students 
at Harvard who say their school’s 
admissions policies are biased 
against them and that they had to do 
consistently better in high school 
and on standardized tests than 
their peers did in order to get in. 

I personally don’t think that 
this problem should totally be 
attributed to affirmative action, but 
it’s definitely something to keep 
in mind. By the way, if you are so 
inclined, there’s a really cool article 
on the New Yorker’s website called 
“The Uncomfortable Truth About 
Affirmative Action and Asian-
Americans” written by (surprise!) 
an Asian-American woman 
who went to Harvard, which 
explains the situation really well.

My takeaway from this is that 
affirmative action is flawed, that’s 
for sure, but you know what? I can 
think of quite a few things off the 
top of my mind that are WAY more 
flawed than a program that’s trying 
to right one of the many wrongs 
that are, unfortunately, ingrained 
in the fabric of this country. 

I have no beef with affirma-
tive action, and neither should you! 
And that’s all for now, folks. I’ll 
be back with another hot take in 
no time, and until then, stay woke!

by Janvi Sikand ’19

Over the summer, I worked 
as camp counselor at a camp for 
kids in kindergarten through 
eighth grade. Have you ever 
noticed that little kids aren’t the 
best at judging ages? Well, I was 
sitting at lunch one day with a 
few of my campers, when one of 
the girls asked me what college I 
go to. I laughed and told her that 
I’m only 16, that college is still a 
few years away for me. The girl 
then asked what college I want to 
go to and I answered truthfully, 
saying that I wasn’t sure yet. She 
looked surprised and proceeded 
to tell me that her dad graduated 
from Yale and that in August, she 
is going to SAT summer school. 
This girl is going into sixth 
grade. One of the boys sitting at 
the table put down his sandwich 
and asked, “What’s an SAT?” 

That conversation happened 
months ago, and yet I haven’t 
been able to stop thinking about 
it, which is why I decided to 
write about it. I want to clarify a 
few things. First, I think that it is 
important to work hard in order to 
get into college. Second, I think 
that it’s completely natural to be 
overwhelmed about the applica-
tion and acceptance processes. 

I feel that I am constantly 
being bombarded with informa-
tion about college. Why the SAT is 
better than the ACT or vise versa. 
Who’s been studying with their 
private tutor the longest. Did you 
know that the acceptance rate of the 

Ivy League schools just dropped 
by 0.01 percent? Why you have to 
play an instrument, speak multiple 
languages and play sports. Don’t 
forget to write for the school news-
paper, to join model UN, the debate 
team, art club, and robotics! Why 
100 hours of community service 
simply doesn’t cut it anymore. 
Why junior year is the most. 
Important. Year. Of. Your. Life. 
The advantages and disadvantages 
of applying early decision. What 
to write about for your Common 
App essay. How to qualify for 
financial aid. Why you can’t tell 
anyone where you’re applying 
as to minimize your competition.

To anyone who feels over-
whelmed by the college process, 
I’m going to let you in on a little 
secret: where you go to college 
does not define the quality person 
you are, nor does it determine 
outcome of the rest of your life. In 
the grand scheme of things, college 
is just another exciting chapter 
meant for us to grow, learn about 
the world, meet new people and 
discover what we are passionate 
about. People are so caught up 
in worrying about the next four 
years that they are missing out 
on the life they are living right 
now. One day, it will be our turn 
to walk across the senior green 
at graduation and trust me when 
I say, we are going to regret the 
hours we spent worrying about the 
future. We can’t get this time back. 

I’ve noticed that people 
have the tendency to approach 
the college process with tunnel 

vision. They talk about college as 
if there is only one possible path 
that leads to success, but there 
are so many ways to become a 
successful person. I wish people 
would stop comparing them-
selves to their peers, as if there 
is some award to be won for the 
person who gets into the “best 
college.” Sorry to disappoint you, 
but there is no such thing as the 
“best college” because what’s 
good for you isn’t necessarily 
what’s good for someone else. 

As I listen to people list all 
of the colleges they are applying 
to, I wonder if they are telling me 
because they are trying to convince 
themselves that they are doing the 
right thing. There is nothing wrong 
with striving to get into a presti-
gious school, but go because it 
makes sense for you, not because 
you are trying to impress someone. 
Often students end up at a school 
and transfer after the first semester 
because they are unhappy. Whether 
you end up at a big state univer-
sity or a small private college 
or take a gap year or go into the 
military or get a job or study 
abroad, you are going to be fine. 

Overall, I think it’s impor-
tant to trust the process. KO is 
an academically rigorous school 
that fully prepares its students 
to take on the challenges that lie 
ahead. If you take advantage of 
the many opportunities KO has 
to offer, spend time with people 
who make you happy, and focus 
on working hard, I promise 
that everything will work out. 

The KO college craze
by Kathryn Westrick ’20

September 
Playlist

1. “J’OUVERT” by BROCKHAMPTON
2. “After the Storm “ by Kali Uchis
3. “Crown” by Flatbush Zombies  
4. “TA13OO” by Denzel Curry
5.“YOU’RE THE ONE” by     
 KAYTRANADA
6.   “Cigarette Daydreams” by Cage The   
 Elephant
7. “Salad Days” by Mac Demarco
8. “For What It’s Worth” by Buffalo 
 Springfield 
9. “Everlong” by Matt Duncan
10. “Birch Tree” by Foals
12. “Maps” by Yeah Yeah Yeah’s
13. “2AM” by Bear Hands
14. “Take Me to the River” by Talking   
 Heads
15. “Pink Lemonade” by James Bay
16. “I Don’t Trust Myself (With Loving   
 You)” by John Mayer 
17. “Bright Lights” by Gary Clark Jr.
18. “Excursions” by A Tribe Called Quest
19.  “Shake Me Down” by Cage The   
 Elephant
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‘Sweetener’ 
isn’t so sweet

Ariana Grande’s new album 
“Sweetener” consists of 15 pop 
songs. That’s 15 too many if you 
ask me. I would like to clarify 
that I do think she has an amazing 
voice and her vocal range is spec-
tacular, but she doesn’t live up to 
that whatsoever. Her songs consist 
of her continuously attempting to 
either screech her way into a high 
note or appeal to a teen audience. 

Throughout the album, 
Grande tries to add hints of rap 
to her songs. Whether it be with 
a guest verse by Nicki Minaj or 
with her “rapping,” it seems as if 
she’s trying very hard to warp her 
image into one that people above 
the age of eight will find appealing. 
In her song “sweetener,” she sing-
raps the lyrics “hit it, hit it/flip it, 
flip it/ twist it, twist it.” It sounds a 
little too familiar, being that half of 
the lyrics are from the game “Bop 
It.” I love Nicki Minaj and every-
thing about her, so when I heard 
her verse in “the light is coming,” 
I was excited. That excitement 
didn’t last very long, as Minaj’s 
voice was too quickly replaced 
with another of Grande’s attempts 
at being au courant. She once again 
sing-raps the same words over 
and over again. I could do that. 

The most confusing song of 
the whole album is “raindrops (an 
angel cried).” Lasting a mere 37 
seconds, the song is her vocalizing 
the same phrase over and over 
again. Those are 37 seconds of 
my life that I will never get back. 

The second, shortest song 
is entitled “pete davidson,” 
after her fiancé. At a minute, 
13 seconds, the song consists 
of Grande singing words that I 
personally cannot understand 
whatsoever. We get it Ariana, 

by Niki Taylor ’21 you’re engaged. Congratulations. 
One of the songs that bothers 

me the most is “successful.” 
When first listening to it I actu-
ally thought I was going to like 
it, but that feeling was quickly 
replaced. Grande goes on to 
sing the lyrics: “Yeah, it feels so 
good to be so young/And have 
this fun and be successful/I’m 
so successful, yeah/And, girl, 
you too, you are so young/And 
beautiful and so successful, 
yeah/I’m so successful.” At first 
I thought “We get it Ariana, 
you’re successful. Congratula-
tions. Now make a good song.” 

Then, when she turned the 
lyrics around, saying whoever was 
listening was also young and beau-
tiful and successful, I was happy. 
After thinking about it some more, 
my opinion changed yet again. 
Grande is seemingly assuming 
that whoever is listening is young, 
beautiful, and successful. Sure, that 
could be taken as hyping someone 
up, but guess what Ariana: I’m not 
very successful yet. No need to 
brag about all of your “successes” 
A r i a n a ,  We  u n d e r s t a n d .

Additionally, Grande’s 
attempts at being hipster or trendy 
freak me out a little bit. She needs 
to stop with her newfound love 
of twerking and remember that 
her fan base consists mostly of 10 
year old girls. Ariana, please calm 
down. Overall, I would prefer 
never to have to listen to her songs 
ever again, but we can’t always get 
what we want. Especially when 
“no tears left to cry” is played 
on the radio every five minutes. 
Ariana Grande has an amazing 
voice and vocal range; that’s a fact. 
But “Sweetener” doesn’t showcase 
that nearly enough as it does her 
attempts at staying young and 
experimenting with a new sound. 

‘Sweetener’: it will  
make your day grand

Say what you want about 
Ariana Grande, but she has 
definitely been the talk of the 
year, not only because of her 
powerhouse vocals, but also 
with her engagement to Pete 
Davidson after only one month 
of dating. Her most recent album, 
“Sweetener,” was inspired by 
Pete and the love they share.

“Sweetener” is Grande’s 
best album yet. I will admit that 
I wasn’t on the bandwagon for 
a while, because I found her 
music juvenile and boring. This 
album defied those ideas I had in 
my head, and I was thoroughly 
impressed with almost every song. 

The two singles from 
“Sweetener” are “god is a woman” 
and “no tears left to cry,” and while 
these songs are played a lot on the 
radio, they are two standout songs 
that are nothing like we have heard 
before, not only from Grande 
but from any other pop artist. 

“God is a woman” has been 
slightly controversial recently and 
has been making Christians upset. 
But honestly, it’s a little ridiculous. 

Grande is not the first 
person to talk about the Lord 
possibly being a woman, and 
famous women who have made 
the same claim include Madonna. 

While the music video 
is a little weird, her vocals in 
this song are beautiful, and she 
hits the high notes with ease. 

 Her second single, “no 
tears left to cry,” was played on 
the radio almost constantly, but 
for good reason. Her vocals are 
only standard in comparison to 
her other songs from “Sweet-
ener”, but the melodies are 
catchy, and the message is good. 

On May 22, 2017, in 

Manchester, England, Grande’s 
concert was bombed and 23 people 
died. Grande suffered from severe 
PTSD after the incident and takes 
a lot of blame for what happened. 

M a n y  o f  h e r  s o n g s 
from this album reference the 
bombing, including the 37 
second song “raindrops (an angel 
cries)” and “get well soon.” 

These two songs are heart-
wrenching to listen to. The song 
“raindrops” is a cover of part of 
The Four Season’s “An Angel 
Cried.” The other song, “get well 
soon,” ends with 40 seconds of 
silence, which makes the song 
length 5:22, the date of the attack. 

The titular song “Sweet-
ener” is also a standout on the 
album. It’s very clearly a refer-
ence to her new fiance, and it’s a 
cute, upbeat song about falling in 
love. The rhythm is catchy, and it’s 
just a pleasant song to listen to. 

Grande’s singing is unlike 
any other popstar now. She has 
an astonishing four-octave range, 
which rivals Mariah Carey’s. 

It is true that she uses auto-
tune, but she doesn’t need to and 
constantly publishes unedited 
versions of her songs. The song 
“r.e.m.” is one of the songs on the 
album that showcases her vocal 
range, from the low notes to the 
impressive high notes that she hits. 

Some other songs I enjoy 
are “successful” and “blazed.” 
With sweet messages for little 
girls, “successful” is one of the 
songs that musically is not a 
standout but is nice to listen to. 

She doesn’t shy away from 
admitting the fact that she is 
young and talented, and shows 
a lot of self confidence, which 
makes her a great role model. 

It doesn’t come across as 
cocky, though, talking about how 

the listener is also beautiful and 
successful. It teaches younger girls 
the importance of self-confidence.

Producer and singer Pharrell 
Williams is featured on the song 
“blazed,” which is pop-based, 
mature song that is different from 
what we hear from Grande a lot. 
It’s a little repetitive, but Pharrell’s 
part sets the song apart from others. 

That being said, my favorite 
song on the album is “breathin’.” 
It makes Grande relatable to a lot 
of teenagers now who struggle 
with anxiety, and while telling 
them to just keep breathing may 
not be the most reasonable thing 
to help, it gives us an insight 
into Grande’s life, which we – 
before now – we hadn’t really 
heard from her previous songs. 

Overall, this album is new 
and innovative. A lot of people 
in the music industry are shading 
Grande because of her past, and 
she is told that she should be 
making music for girls who have 
been fans since her days on “Victo-
rious.” They have been saying 
how she should keep the same 
sound with the same type of lyrics. 

However, Grande is a 
grown woman now, and it is not 
her responsibility to be the type 
of little girl she was portrayed 
as. She has had her controver-
sial moments, but this album 
shows that she has matured. 

She was only engaged to 
Pete Davidson for a month, but 
everybody close to her has said that 
they have never seen her happier. 

She’s been through a 
lot, with her ex boyfriend Mac 
Miller recently passing away, 
along with the previously 
mentioned Manchester attack. 

It was time for her to tell her 
story using her voice, and that’s 
what “Sweetener” has proven to be. 

by Madeline Arcaro ’21 

The NFL season has just 
begun, and the league has already 
found itself knee-deep in contro-
versy (pun intended). The ever 
polarizing Colin Kaepernick is 
back in the headlines yet again, 
this time regarding an ad published 
by Nike featuring his photo and a 
slogan reading, “Believe in some-
thing. Even if it means sacrificing 
everything.” The slogan (a refer-
ence to Kaepernick’s ostraciza-
tion from the NFL) and the ad 
in general have revived the argu-
ment over whether or not NFL 
players should be allowed to 
kneel during the national anthem 
in protest of police brutality. 

In the past, President Trump 
has been incredibly critical of the 
kneelers, referring to them as 
“sons of bitches” in an Alabama 
speech last September. Naturally, 
Trump made his feelings known 
yet again following the Nike ad 

release, saying of the ad on twitter, 
“Just like the NFL, whose ratings 
have gone WAY DOWN, Nike 
is getting absolutely killed with 
anger and boycotts. I wonder if 
they had any idea that it would 
be this way? As far as the NFL 
is concerned, I just find it hard to 
watch, and always will, until they 
stand for the FLAG!” Trump’s 
rhetoric has inspired many of his 
supporters to burn Nike items 
in, however ironically, their own 
protest of what they believe to 
be NFL players disrespecting, 
not only the American flag, but 
the soldiers who fought for it. 

When I first wrote an article 
regarding the Kaepernick issue, 
I addressed the backstory as to 
why Kaepernick was protesting 
in the way he was. While this 
is not the main issue at hand in 
this case, I feel as though it is 
still essential to the narrative, so 
here is a brief synopsis. During 
a preseason game on September 

1, 2016, Colin Kaepernick knelt 
during the national anthem for 
the first time in protest of police 
brutality in America. However, this 
was not Kaepernick’s first protest. 
In previous preseason games, 
he sat during the anthem instead 
of kneeling, an action that went 
largely unnoticed by the media. 
However, the sitting did draw 
the attention of Seattle Seahawks 
long snapper and former Green 
Beret Nate Boyer. Boyer met with 
Kaepernick and advised him to 
kneel in future protests, as soldiers 
kneel in front of fallen soldiers’ 
graves as a sign of respect. This 
gesture was meant to prevent 
controversy and to allow Kaeper-
nick’s message to be the sole focus. 
This, of course, was not the even-
tual outcome, as the media even-
tually caught on to Kaepernick’s 
protest, which incited outrage from 
many, NFL and non-NFL fans 
alike, claiming Kaepernick, and 
others who followed suite were 

disrespecting the military and the 
flag by kneeling. Fast forward a 
few months Kaepernick had been 
cut by the 49ers, but the protest he 
started remained. The protests even 
caught the eye of President Trump, 
who called those who knelt during 
the anthem “sons of bitches” at a 
rally in Alabama. In response to 
Trump’s vitriol, the number of 
NFL players who knelt during the 
anthem skyrocketed, with even 
some owners kneeling in solidarity 
with their players. In the end, the 
issue of kneeling during the anthem 
remains incredibly divisive even 
to this day. However, given the 
evidence, claiming that players are 
disrespecting the military or first 
responders by peacefully protesting 
racial inequality in America 
is nothing short of ignorant. 

The baseless argument of 
Kaepernick’s disrespect toward the 
military has continued in regard 
to the Nike ad. Many Ameri-
cans, including the President and 

his supporters feel as though by 
using Kaepernick’s image in an 
ad, the company is supporting a 
movement that is fundamentally 
anti-military and anti-American. 
Not only is this view incorrect, 
but for the President and many 
of those who support him, it is 
incredibly hypocritical. First 
and foremost, President Trump 
constantly portrays himself as 
pro-military and veteran. However 
his actions demonstrate quite the 
opposite. In an interview with “60 
Minutes” in 1999, Trump said of 
Arizona Senator John McCain, 
who served in Vietnam and was 
held as a war prisoner for five 
years after choosing to remain a 
prisoner with the rest of his men 
rather than be released, “He was 
captured … Does being captured 
make you a hero? I don’t know. 
I’m not sure.” Before anyone says 
that this comment was made 16 

The Colin Kaepernick controversy
by Jaden DiMauro ’20

Continued on page 17.



6 FRIDAY
September 28, 2018 Opinions/Reviews Reviews FRIDAY

September 28, 2018 7
Nikkie x Ofra: makeup your mind

I’m a weak person, but 
I’m not that weak of a person, 
and the fact that I couldn’t open 
one of the lipsticks in the Ofra 
x NikkieTutorials set should 
have been a clear giveaway that 
I would hate it, but it was not. 

I bought this set with 
really high hopes. I have both the 
Pillowtalk and the Rodeo Drive 
highlighters, and they’re two of 
my favorite products in my collec-
tion. But this set did not live up 
to the expectations set in place by 
my previous purchases and rumors 
that I have heard about both Ofra 
as a company and this specific set. 

The set came with three 
liquid lipsticks, two matte and 
one metallic. There’s an orange 
with a pink reflect called Spell, a 
metallic bronze called Coven, and 
a pink nude called Nude Potion. 

The orange was just ugly. It 
was streaky, it barely covered my 
lips, and the shade didn’t work for 
me. I don’t know how it would 
work on a lot of other people, but I 
can say I cannot think of a singular 

by Madeline Arcaro ’21 person it would look good on. 
Here’s the thing with metallic 

liquid lipsticks: no one likes them. 
Every single person thinks that 
they are overdone, and honestly 
they’re hideous. The one that came 
with the set was Coven, and while 
the shade itself would have been 
pretty if it was a matte, it looked 
weird on my lips and empha-
sized the texture that they have. 

The last  l ipstick was 
Nude Potion. In the tube, 
t he  co lo r  was  go rgeous . 

It was a pretty nude that 
looked like a lot of the other 
liquid lipsticks that I have. 

However, when put on the 
lips, I looked like I was dead. It 
was too pink and too pale, and 
I’m the palest person I know. 

This lipstick would not work 
on anyone’s skin tone, unless 
you’re Nikkie herself, and even 
that might be pushing it. Also, it 
came expired. That’s another thing 
I was not thrilled with. While it’s 
a minor thing, when you buy a 
set everything should be new. 

The fact that these lipsticks 
didn’t work was really upsetting, 

because in the tubes the colors 
were stunning, and (at least on 
my skin) they swatched beau-
tifully too. Like I said, for the 
most part, these colors won’t 
work on most people. They are 
the wrong colors to sell as a set.

That  being sa id ,  the 

formula of these lipsticks is 
phenomenal. With the exception 
of the metallic one, they were 
soft and dried down fast, which 
is a must for liquid lipsticks. 

They didn’t emphasize 
texture on my lips, which is 
really important because a lot 
of liquid lipsticks do. They also 
smell like cake, which I really 
love, but isn’t for everyone. 

Despite the awful expe-

rience I had with these, I can’t 
say that I won’t be purchasing 
some different Ofra lipsticks 
again. The formula was too good 
for me to not at least try more. 

The set also came with 
the  Everglow highl ighter, 
which is a three color pan with 
a shade for three skin tones. 

You can mix them together 
for a shade that is universal for all. 
The shades are all sold separately, 
as Glazed Donut, Glow Goals, and 
Beam the Haters, respectively. 

Glazed donut is a stark white, 
which looked gorgeous on my pale 
complexion. I wear it occasionally. 
It’s not as in-your-face as their other 
highlighters are, but it’s pretty. 

I can’t really speak to the 
other two shades because they 
are too dark for me, but I will 
say that the gold one looks very 
similar to Ofra’s best selling 
highlighter, Rodeo Drive. I 
would definitely go for the more 
popular one in this case because 
it looks so much prettier and it’s 
almost exactly the same color. 

The dark shade looks 
pretty and swatched beautifully. 

With all that being said, as 
a whole, I give the set a 5/10. The 
lipsticks I’m not keeping, because 
personally they aren’t for me. 
Someone might get a lot of use out 
of the metallic one because it is very 
pretty, but that someone is not me. 
The highlighter I will probably be 
keeping, assuming I don’t buy the 
Glazed Donut shade individually.

The one thing I would say 
about Ofra as a whole is that 
nothing looks the same when 
you get it as it does online, 
including everything in this set. 

That isn’t preferable as a 
buyer, because Ofra isn’t sold in 
Sephora, and only certain prod-
ucts are sold in Ulta stores. That 
means you don’t really know what 
you’re getting until you get it. 

You can buy the whole set 
on Ofra’s website for $79, which 
is way too much for this set. It 
didn’t warrant the price. You can 
buy the Everglow highlighter – 
as well as the three shades sepa-
rately – from Ulta’s website and 
on the Ofra website for $35. 

The three lipsticks are sold as 
a set for $50 and separately for $20. 

[W]hen put on the 
lips, I looked like 
I was dead. It was 
too pink and too 
pale.

A year in review
by Niki Taylor ’21

Freshman year is one that 
often marks a new chapter in 
a person’s life: the start of the 
dreaded four years of high school. 

Coming from the Middle 
School at KO, one has some sense 
of security due to the fact that 
they’ve already become accli-
mated to the ways of the school. 

As a veteran of the Middle 
School, moving up to the Upper 
School was still very intimidating. 

By the first month, it was 
already quicker paced, more diffi-
cult, and I had a heavier workload. 
However, in most ways it was actu-
ally better than the Middle School. 

As a member of the high 
school community, one finally 
gets to chew gum without being 
yelled at by a teacher and told to 
spit it out so that it wouldn’t end 
up on the underside of a table. 

That,  personally,  was 
my favourite part .  I t  was 
extremely nice to not have 
to sacrifice good smelling 
breath in favor of the tables. 

I think my peers appre-
ciate the notion as well, as they 
wouldn’t have to smell what-
ever I ate for lunch that day. 

Another thing I appre-
ciated was being able  to 
hold my phone in my hand 
without being reprimanded. 

I was finally able to commu-
nicate with not only my friends, but 
also my parents throughout the day. 

The only major change 
however, was the amount of 
work we were given. In Middle 
School I had, at most, an hour 
of  homework each night . 

But in freshman year I had, 
at most, about two and a half hours. 

As a freshman one is 
also required to stay in study 

hall for the first semester 
during their  free periods. 

If they get honor roll at the 
end of the first semester, then the 
study halls turn into free periods. 

Going into high school,I was 
very excited about the promise 
of free periods, only to learn 
that I had to sit in a room with 
a bunch of people I hadn’t seen 
for three months and a teacher I 
didn’t know and be quiet for an 
hour. It wasn’t very tempting. 

By the end of the semester, 
however, I was extremely grateful 
for the requirement of study hall. 

It helped me get my home-
work done and learn how to adjust to 
high school without much trouble. 

So  by  the  t ime  the 
first semester ended, I was 
free from study hall, and I 
learned how to manage my 
free time (relatively) wisely. 

Another major difference 
between Middle School at KO 
and high school at KO is that in 
Middle School we had to play 
sports in the middle of the day. 

This resulted in every athlete 
returning to their next class still 
sweaty and smelling like trash. 

I n  f r e s h m a n  y e a r , 
students finally get to wait 
until after classes have finished 
to get to work on the field. 

This was an amazing 
change, especially for returners 
at KO, because after sports had 
ended we didn’t have to sit through 
a science or math class when all we 
really wanted to do was go home. 

F re shman  yea r  does 
come with higher expecta-
tions and a lot more freedom. 

But even though I had 
more responsibi l i ty,  more 
work,  and harder classes, 
freshman year was certainly 
one of my favorite years so far.

A ‘Queer Eye’-opener
by Ali Meizels ’19

Netflix has been rising in the 
ranks of content producers lately 
with the likes of “To All the Boys 
I’ve Loved Before” and “The Great 
British Baking Show,” among other 
successful recent Netflix originals. 

However, I would argue 
that the best thing on Netflix right 
now is the show “Queer Eye.” 

The show revolves around 
five men who enter the lives of 
various people and show them 
how to improve their lives. 

The five men who compose 
the cast each have different 
roles and bring unique perspec-
tives and skills to the series. 

Jonathan Van Ness is in 
charge of grooming, aka hair 
and skin; Tan France handles 
fashion and styling; Antoni 
Porowski teaches cooking 
l e s s o n s ;  K a r a m o  B r o w n 
coaches on culture; and Bobby 
Berk works on interior design. 

To g e t h e r ,  t h e  F a b 
Five are able to help their 

a straight man, but there are a 
few episodes with more diverse 
subjects. Every episode takes 
place over a week. Each of the 
Fab Five gets chances to shine 
throughout each episode, and some 
episodes feature one of the guys 
more prominently than the others. 

For example, in Episode 6 
of Season 1 (“The Renaissance 
of Remington”), the man who is 
being made over wants to carry 
on a family tradition of hosting 
dinners for his mother and siblings. 

Because of this, Antoni 
gets to shine in this episode. 
In each episode, by the end of 
the week, the individual has a 
completely new outlook on life. 

Not only do the people 
who get made over learn valu-
able lessons, but the viewer also 

The show is filmed 
in the South, 
primarily Georgia 
– an area that 
has a history of 
homophobia and 
exclusion. 
learns from watching the show. 

T h e  m a i n  m e s s a g e 
of “Queer Eye” is that we 
are all valuable members of 
society who deserve love. 

Jonathan is the most enthu-
siastic promoter of self-love, 
as he constantly calls everyone 
queens. He teaches everyone 
on the show to love themselves. 

Queer Eye also promotes 
inclusivity. The show is filmed 
in the South, primarily Georgia 
– an area that has a history of 

Together, the Fab 
Five are able to 
help their subjects 
in every aspect of 
life.

The five men 
who compose the 
cast each have 
different roles 
and bring unique 
perspectives and 
skills to the series.

homophobia and exclusion. 
In fact, many of the make-
over subjects of “Queer Eye” 
are themselves homophobic. 

“Queer Eye” seeks to show 
uneducated people what the 
queer community is really like

By spreading this aware-
ness, the Fab Five increases 

subjects in every aspect of life. 
Each episode features a new 

subject who has been nominated by 
their friends or family to have their 
lives made over by the Fab Five. 

Typically, the subject is 

kindness and inclusiveness 
in an area where it is lacking, 

I t  i s  b r o a d c a s t e d 
throughout the world via Netflix. 

The version of “Queer 
Eye” that we watch today is 
actually not the first of its kind. 

T h e  o r i g i n a l  Q u e e r 
Eye aired from 2003-2007.

It was for many people the 
first time they ever saw the queer 
community represented on screen.
The original show aimed to simply 
promote tolerance of gay men. 

I t  w a s  c e r t a i n l y 
groundbreaking and a good 
first  s tep into representa-
tion of queer culture in TV.

The 2018 version of “Queer 
Eye” has a mission of promoting 
acceptance, not just tolerance. 

I  h igh ly  r ecommend 
“Queer Eye” for anyone looking 
to broaden their horizons and 
anyone looking for a good 
cry – I always get emotional 
at the end of the episodes). 

There are two seasons with 
eight episodes each, available 
on Netflix around the country.
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Not hungry for ‘Insatiable’

TV critics are both raving 
and tearing apart the new Netflix 
original TV show, “Insatiable.” 
The show, starring Debby Ryan, 
Dallas Robert, Alyssa Milano, 
and Kimmy Shields, tells the 
story of a girl, Patty, who has 
struggled with bullying her entire 
life because of her weight. She gets 
punched at a gas station, which 
breaks her face and requires her 
jaw to be wired shut. She then 
loses all the weight, becoming 
skinny for the first time in her life. 

Later, when she has to go to 
court for punching a guy who called 
her fat, she falls in love with her 45 
year old lawyer, steering the show 
in a slightly creepy and uncomfort-
able direction. That same lawyer 
then doubles as her pageant coach, 
as she wants to win the regional 
beauty pageant, Miss Magic Jesus. 

What is supposed to be 
a coming of age story about a 
girl who finally feels beautiful 
turns into a story of revenge, 
murder, and pedophilia. Her 
coach, Bob Armstrong, is falsely 
accused of being a child molester, 
which is punishable by law. 

The  show add re s se s 
numerous problems that deal with 
fat-shaming and eating disorders. 
“Insatiable” is filled with phrases 
like “skinny is magic,” and shows 
instances that make people, espe-
cially girls, believe that they can’t 
get the guy they like because 

they’re fat. In response to girls 
who love their bodies, at the very 
beginning of the first episode, 
Patty says “Screw those bitches!” 
which makes everyone feel 
uncomfortable in their own skin. 

The character of Patty, who 
started the show as overweight, is 
played by a skinny actor, which 
now is completely behind on the 
trend of having overweight people 
play overweight characters set by 
Hollywood, like the TV show 
“This is Us” does. It would have 
been hard to lose that weight in 
a short period of time, but there 
are ways to work around it and 
it is evident that the writers of 
“Insatiable” just truly don’t care. 

All of these things fuel 
the eating disorder epidemic 
that teenagers are going through 
right now. The show is trying to 
say that skinny equals happy, 
when it should be saying some-
thing along the lines of healthy 
equals happy. This only moti-
vates girls to do anything they 
can to make themselves skinny, 
which is not a mindset you want 
to put in a teenage girl’s head. 

All that being said, weight 
is the least of the problems that 
“Insatiable” faces. The show was 
originally intended to be satire, but 
it doesn’t come across as such. It’s 
a common trope in movies, TV 
shows, and books, where a young 
teenage girl will have a crush on a 
teacher or older man in her life, but 
it’s never acted upon, like it is in 

this show. And while Bob doesn’t 
reciprocate feelings, it’s honestly 
just creepy to watch. Later, Patty’s 
mom is then shown sleeping with 
Bob’s son, which is statutory rape. 

This type of show is 
showing teenagers and even 
adults who watch it that it’s 
okay to break the law in so 
many uncomfortable ways.

The satire in the show is so 
poorly written that it can’t even 
be counted as satire, but in fact 
just an inappropriate show. The 
characters all have obviously fake 
accents, besides Patty, and the 
actors as a whole just aren’t good. 

“Insat iable”  is  f i l led 
w i t h  b a d  h u m o r,  w h i c h 
makes the show painful to 
sit through for 12 episodes. 

It’s also filled with crazy 
ideas and morals that are being 
put in teenagers heads, such as 
the fact that a good way to get 
revenge is violence and black-
mail, that lesbians are just girls 
who are always in love with 
their best friend, and that lying in 
court is reasonable and allowed 
as long as you want to have sex 
with the girl who was arrested. 

Overall, “Insatiable” just 
isn’t worth your time. I wasn’t 
impressed. With bad humor, 
offensive jokes, creepy older 
men, and bad influences on teen-
agers, it’s just another show 
that’s full of controversy and 
bad acting. It has everything that 
you don’t want in a TV show.

by Madeline Arcaro ’21 by Bella Leuschner ’20

West Hartford is known 
for its eventful center and wide 
variety of cultural food. In this 
variety is none other than Bartaco, 
a nationwide chain of affordable 
and delicious Mexican cuisine. 

Bartaco is a common 
place to go after school or prac-
tice. Located right on Farm-
ington Avenue, Bartaco is 
easy to access with parking 
behind and across the street. 

It is a white brick building 
that offers seasonal outdoor 
seating, set to a blue and white 
theme and an aesthetically pleasing 
interior with comfortable booths 
and tables. There are no reser-
vations, but there is a call ahead 
list which tends to be helpful on 
popular nights in West Hartford 
such as Friday and Saturday. 

We started our meal with 
a large order of chips and guaca-
mole. Typically, if you are eating 
with more than two people, a large 
would be a more preferable size 
than a small.  Baracto also provides 
three different types of salsa at the 
table as well as a pitcher of water. 

At Bartaco, a common thing 
to order was the chicken; it used 
to be a popular dish at Bartaco. 
The chicken consisted of vege-
tables and a spicy chorizo sauce, 
and it was regularly ordered; 
however, they altered their recipe 
to be a achiote-marinated seared 
chicken with grilled pineapple 

and tajin. This is possibly one of 
the worst ideas Bartaco could’ve 
made, as they are probably losing 
so much money and customers, 
as food can either bring in 
customers or drive them away. 

When we ordered, we 
ordered the baja fish tacos, 
roasted duck tacos, and a duck 
rice bowl. The tacos have a corn 
tortilla shell, but for those who 
do not eat gluten, you can substi-
tute this shell with a lettuce shell. 

The duck tacos were deli-
cious and had the right amount 
of spice to them; the fish tacos 
weren’t very spicy and instead 
were very simple and basic. The 
bowl was very similar to the 
taco but had added vegetables 
and changed the carb portion 
from tortilla shells to rice. 

We finished our meal with 
an order of churros and a key 
lime pie in a jar. The churros 
were much more pleasing to 
the palate than the ones from 
amusement parks or from SAGE 
dining. They are freshly made and 
fried and then coated in brown 
cinnamon sugar, served warm, 
with a side of chocolate sauce. 

The key lime pie in a jar is 
cute, light and petite, the perfect 
dessert after eating a big meal. 

Bartaco also offers a spiced 
chocolate pudding and gelato 
for dessert. Bartaco is located at 
971 Farmington Avenue West 
Hartford, CT, 06107 and can 
be reached at (860) 586-8226. 

Denzel Curry: the ultimate SoundCloud rapper
by Juliana Kulak ’20

Denzel Curry is most 
commonly known as the musi-
cian behind the song “Ulti-
mate” which was used in many 
memes on vine, but his latest 
album “TA13OO” has solidified 
him as one of the leading South 
Floridian rappers in the industry. 

Curry started his career 
on the music platform Sound-
Cloud, but unlike many Sound-
Cloud rappers his style is distinct: 
he spits rapid verses with well 
crafted lyrics, and almost all of 
his songs feature heavy and deep 
trap style bass that is sometimes 
discordant and often distorted.

“Ta13OO,” Curry’s third 
album, showcases his versa-
tility with a wide variety of 
sounds and styles ranging 
from hard-hitting bangers to 

melodic and harmonic songs. 
The album is split into three 

parts, acting as a gradient from 
light to dark: Act I is the light, Act 
II is the gray, and Act III is the 
dark. The first song of the light 
section is “TABOO | TA13OO” 
(the song for which the album was 
named); though being placed in the 

light part of the album, it is a very 
haunting song about a girl Curry 
is in love with and her dark past. 

Curry sings on this track 
and his verses are very melodic, 
an uncommon occurrence in 
his music, and in the back-
ground there are airy vocals 
and echoing guitar that only 
enhance the gloominess of it all. 

This break from Curry’s 

usual style is off-putting, though 
well done and shows he can 
produce a great song that doesn’t 
consist of rapid-fire execution. It 
is an artistically complex track 
that deals with a tough subject 

matter, but also makes the listener 
oddly want to sing along. It also 
sets an unsettling tone for that 
album and leaves the listener 
questioning: if this is in the light 
part, then what is in the dark?

“ C L O U T C O B A I N  | 
CLOUT CO13AIN” is definitely 
the most popular song on the 
album, coming from Act II; it 
has a slow trap style that, again, 

deviates from Curry’s usual style. 
T h e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i s 

a bit  mainstream, but the 
song stands out due to it’s 
very clever lyrics and topic. 

The song heavily references 

Ta13oo... show-
cases his versa-
tility with a wide 
variety of sounds 
and styles...

Kurt Cobain and relates Curry’s 
struggle to cope with fame to 
Cobain’s; the song deals with the 
negative aspects of having “clout” 
in today’s society and how it 
affects relationships with others. 

Unlike many popular 
songs by trap artists that touch 
upon darker matters, it doesn’t 
sound like Curry is whining 
or feeling sorry for himself. 

The music video for this 
song by Zev Deans is aestheti-
cally pleasing and cinematic: it 
features Curry with clown face 
paint performing for a hyper-crit-
ical circus audience that mimics a 
concert setting, symbolizing how, 
often times, the public has no regard 
for the feelings of performers 
and treats them as if they are 
just sources of entertainment. 

Curry also expresses his 
anger and frustration with the 
current social and political climate 
in America in his song “SIRENS 
| S1RENZ” featuring J.I.D. and 
Billie Eilish. It details his own 
experiences with police brutality: 
his brother was killed by a police 
officer, and he attended the same 
high school as Trayvon Martin. 

He talks about Donald Trump 
and his negative effect not only on 
the country, but also on Curry’s 
own life and views on the world. 

It is a very powerful, 
relatable piece as Curry articu-
lates how frustrating it feels at 
times to be an American today 
when so many people are igno-
rant or simply don’t care about 
how their actions affect others.

Every song in ACT III 
is angry and harsh which is 
understandably why he called 
this the dark part of the album. 

T h e  R o n n y - J 

It is an incredibly 
diverse album that 
consists of bril-
liant tracks...

produced “BLACK METAL 
TERRORIST | 13 M T” is not 
for everyone, but no one can 
deny that it is artistically done. 

The lyrics have meaning 
and are skillfully written; the song 
gives the listener a bit of an adren-
aline rush and evokes the feeling 
of darkness promised in this act. 

“PERCS | PERCZ” is a 
perfect example of Curry’s classic 
hostile beats, and his rapping 
is so quick that it takes multiple 
listens to catch everything he is 
saying. This song calls out the 
music industry and his competi-
tors for being inauthentic, just 
following trends to get famous 
instead of focusing on the art.

“TA13OO” is easily the best 
work of Denzel Curry’s career; it 
is an incredibly diverse album 
that consists of brilliant tracks 
that appeal to a wide audience. 
It takes many unexpected direc-
tions, and Curry experiments with 
different sounds and styles while 
still staying true to his artistry. 

Cover art for Dezel Curry’s new album “Ta13OO”, released in July 2018.

Bartaco: Let’s taco-bout it



8 FRIDAY
September 28, 2018 Arts Arts FRIDAY

September 28, 2018 98 FRIDAY
September 28, 2018 Reviews Arts FRIDAY

September 28, 2018 9
A history in prints: 
Symposium art 

by Ciara Chagnon ’21

Walking through Seaverns 
Hall, you may notice the large 
prints that line the walls of each 
hallway, and although we walk by 
them every day, few of us actu-
ally take the time to really look at 
and appreciate the artwork of the 
Warren Baird English Symposium.

“They are artistic commem-
orations of many, but not all, 
Symposium authors that have 
come to campus,” said English 
teacher Ron Monroe.  The 
Symposium, founded in 1983 by 
Warren Baird, former chair of 
the English department, is a large 
piece of KO, especially since 
all of us read at least one piece 
of the visiting author’s writing. 

 Art teacher Scott McDonald 
said that the Symposium is consid-
ered a big deal and program, “A 
lot of planning goes into it; an 
entire class is taught around 
it,” he said. The idea to create 
prints representing each Sympo-
sium author and their works was 
also from Mr. Baird in 1986, 
so there are prints for every 
Symposium but the first three.

The responsibi l i ty  of 
the Symposium print rotates 
throughout the art department, so 
each art teacher has the opportu-
nity to create one, often multiple 
times. There have also been prints 
made by alumni artists, such as the 
Gish Jen Symposium print three 

years ago. The artist is chosen soon 
after the reveal of the next year’s 
Symposium author, so the artist 
spends the summer reading the 
writer’s works, and begins creating 
them when the school year starts.

Mr. McDonald has created 
four Symposium prints so far, 
those for Nick Hornby, John Edgar 
Wideman, Peter Matthiessen, and 
most recently Elizabeth Strout. 

Musician of the month
by Jacqueline Dugan ’19

Senior Calvin Beck is one 
of the many talented musicians 
on campus. At KO, he plays bass 
in the jazz band, and outside of 
school he plays in the jazz combo 
at the Hartt School of Music and 
in a guitar ensemble at Central 
Connecticut State University. 

His love for music started at 
a young age and has grown each 
day since. “I started playing guitar 
when I was five and loved it so I 
started taking lessons,” he said. 

One of the things that 
makes the jazz band so enjoyable 
for Calvin is playing  with other 
talented artists. “My favorite 
part of playing music at KO 
is getting to perform with the 
other band members,” he said.

Fellow band member senior 
Adam Sonntag said he feels the 
same about Calvin. “Calvin Beck 
is a very passionate and talented 
musician,” he said. “He is one of 
the few people I know who wants 
to pursue music further in his life.”

Calvin’s teachers and 
friends are always impressed 
when they have the chance to 
hear him perform. “His music 
is inspiring and majestic. When 
he plays, the world listens,” 
senior Michael Autorino said. 

Creative arts Department 
Chair Todd Millen said Calvin’s 

music speaks louder than words. 
“He’s a quiet guy, but his playing 
does a lot of talking. His playing 
shows me someone who’s really 
dedicated to his art,” he said. 

This past summer, Calvin 
was accepted into many music 
festivals to further showcase his 
talent. “I was accepted into the 
Boston GuitarFest, Cleveland 
International Guitar Festival, 
and the Summer Solstice Guitar 
Festival. I am very happy,” he said. 

His friends said they are all  
excited for him. “When I found out 
about all the festivals Calvin was 
accepted into, I was super proud. I 
know he’s going to do big things,” 
senior Andrew Holland said. 

Aside from all the festivals, 

Calvin has other things planned 
for himself. “I plan on doing an 
hour long recital in May,” he said.

Calvin intends on continuing 
his music. “I am planning on 
applying to music conservato-
ries for guitar performance to 
improve as a guitarist,” he said. 

His teachers see him 
thriving as a musician in the 
future. “He’s talented and driven 
enough that if he wants to go 
that route, he will be successful. 
[He’s] someone who’s really dedi-
cated to his art,” Mr. Millen said. 

C a l v i n  s a i d  h e  i s 
looking forward to the next 
step in his musical career. 

“I am excited for what 
the future holds,” Calvin said. 

With years of experi-
ence directing musical theater, 
creative arts teacher Kyle 
Reynolds hopes to bring new 
energy to the public speaking 
class and the fall play this year. 

Mr. Reynolds said that 
he knows and believes that 
public speaking is very diffi-
cult for anyone, so one of his 
goals is for students to acknowl-
edge the fun and opportunity 
that comes in public speaking. 

Mr. Reynolds wants every 
student to be comfortable when 
making a speech in front of an audi-
ence. He said that by generating  
enthusiasm for the class, students 
can feel more comfortable when 
speaking in front of one another. “I 
take a theater approach whenever 
I can, and I think that the more the 
kids can focus on being engaging 
and being interactive with the 
audience, the better,” he said. 

Mr. Reynolds is working on 
the fall play, “Rabbit Hole,” and 
his goal is to tell a story of a family 
who seems to have everything but, 
after a tragic event, faces many 
struggles. He said that this year 
20 students auditioned, and all of 
the students that were selected will 
have a large influence on the play. 

“For the musical, I think it 
is important to further the commu-
nity, and the students have to work 
together as an ensemble,” he said. 

Nick Films

A new act at KO
by Luv Kataria ’20 Mr. Reynolds said that 

he came to KO because he saw 
the need to build a commu-
nity of students who wanted 
to further their musical theater 
craft. “I’ve done musical theater 
my entire life, and during my 
interview, I saw a true hunger 
for musical theater,” he said. “I 
am so happy knowing I can feed 
that hunger and fulfill the young 
minds at KO with the musical 
theater knowledge I can offer.” 

Over the summer, senior 
Nick Spina participated in 
the St. John’s University film 
program in New York City.  

“The goal of the program 
was to create a short film, but 
even though that was the goal, 
we were given only three hours 
to get five hours of footage, 
which is not possible,” Nick said. 

He said that since his 
group was unable to get all of 
their footage in that time and 
the teachers refused to allow for 
extra time, his group was forced 
to sneak around and film whatever 
they could without getting caught. 

Instead of using three 
hours to film and six hours to 
edit, they ended up using 10 
hours to film and 30 hours to edit. 

“The ideas for the film and all 
of its details had to be determined 
by us, and we were only given three 
days to this,” he said. “We stayed 
up until around 3 a.m., just writing 
the script, filming, editing, etc.”

 Nick said that he worked 
on the project with a group of kids 
who happened to be his roomates, 
which was nice because he 
already had spent time with them. 

In the coming weeks, Nick 
will screen his video before the 
entire school. He said that coming 
up with the idea for the video took 
a lot of hard work and dedication 
but was well worth it in the end. 
His team finally settled on creating 
a film on mental health, based 

on a teammate’s seventh grade 
poem on war. “After we read the 
poem, we all thought ‘How did 
you come up with this? It’s very 
deep and inspiring,’” he said. 
“We built the narrative around the 
poem and wove into it the idea 
of mental health. It was, by far, 
the most complicated storyline.”

The movie, “Wartorn,” 
centers around a young man 
speaking to his therapist and 
reading a poem about his war 
experience. The war scenes are 
produced in sophisticated flash-
backs with intricate editing. When 
the therapist reveals to the patient 
that he never served in the mili-
tary, the audience learns through 
a flashback that the young man 
discovered the body of his friend 
who died from a suicidal overdose 
which is the source of his trauma. 

“One reason for making 
the film about mental health was 
to spread awareness and a posi-
tive message because of all the 
mental health issues that surround 
the world now, but more specifi-
cally, in our age group,” Nick said.

Within the first 48 hours of 
posting the film on YouTube, the 
film received over 1,000 views 
and various supporting comments.

The film will be shown at the 
Mental Health Awareness assembly 
at KO on Sep. 25, to promote 
further awareness for mental health. 

Nick and his crew plan 
on submitting the short film to 
the New York Film Festival and 
other film festivals in the spring.

Both Hornby and Wideman’s 
were relief prints, a process where 
an image is drawn and carved 
into plywood, then put through a 
printing press, whereas Strout’s, 
was a graphite drawing. “Some-
times it’s a direct representation 
of something in one of the books,” 
said Mr. McDonald. “Sometimes 
it’s more of a creative response 
to how the artist was affected by 
something in the book or some-
thing they thought was important 
about it.” The drawing for the 

Strout print for example was made 
to be representative of her writing 
style: detailed and meticulous.

Last year’s Symposium 
print for Peter Heller was made 
by art teacher Greg Scranton, 
who used a process called cyano-
type, where paper is coated with 
a chemical and left under the 
sun to create different images, 
patterns or shapes. Mr. Scranton 
also made the prints for Jonathan 
Safran Foer and Sherman Alexie. 

English Department Chair 
Catherine Schieffelin said she 
likes the Symposium prints 
because of their effect on the KO 
community. “I think it’s a nice 
way to get the whole commu-
nity or different parts of the 
community excited and engaged 
in the author’s visit,” she said. 

Ms. Schieffelin was the 
Symposium teacher for Jonathan 
Safran Foer seven years ago. “I 
love that it’s a little souvenir that 
the author can take from the expe-
rience here because the authors get 
a lot out of coming,” she added. 

M r .  M c D o n a l d  i s 
currently working on the print 
for  the upcoming Sympo-
sium with Colson Whitehead. 

Mr. Scranton said that 
he’s excited for this years print 
of Colson Whitehead by Mr. 
McDonald. “I can’t wait to see 
what Mr. McDonald comes up 
with. From what he’s told me it 
sounds very exciting,” he said. 

Mr. Reynolds is an award-
winning director, and his students 
have gone on to theater careers, 
even on Broadway. He has worked 
in professional theater companies 
and gained acceptance to the 
top musical theater universities.

“I am hoping to make 
the theatre  department  of 
KO proud and inspire the 
young minds at KO,” he said.  

“I am hoping to 
make the theatre 
department of KO 
proud and inspire 
the young minds 
at KO.”

–Mr. Reynolds

by Esha Shrivastav ’20

“I think it’s a nice 
way to get the 
whole community 
or different parts 
of the community 
excited.” 

–Ms. Schieffelin

Calvin Beck, bass player and guitarist, is Musician of the Month. Photo by 
Amelia Levine ’20. 
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KO students embrace unique 
dance forms: Ukranian, ballet
by Ciara Chagnon ’19 

Dancers  in  e labora te 
costumes leap across the stage. 
Various tricks and jumps are timed 
to upbeat music, and the dancers’ 
energy only intensifies throughout 
their  six intricate dances. 

The  many s teps  and 
complicated combinations are 
perfectly in sync, and every-
body in the room is mesmer-
ized by the tireless performers.

Two talented members of the 
sophomore class have spent count-
less hours rehearsing their steps. 

Sophomore Matt Bzowyckyj 
has been doing Ukrainian folk 

dance for almost eight years every 
Thursday at the National Ukrainian 
Home in Hartford. He also recently 
spent two weeks at the Roma Pryma 
Bohachevsky Ukrainian Dance 
Camp in Kerhonkson, NY over 
the summer, dancing eight hours 
a day, Monday through Saturday. 

Matt picked up Ukrainian 
folk dance in third grade after 
hearing about it at St. Michael’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Hart-
ford, which he attends on Satur-
days. “It’s a traditional folk dance 
from Ukraine,” said Matt. “There 
are different regional dances and 
they’re often very lively and fast-
paced. Some are slower but each 

Art Project Spotlight:  
mapping connections
by Luv Kataria ’20 

Students in the “Outside 
the Box” class are recording 
their paths throughout the day 
and collectively mapping them 
in class. During class, students 
draw their paths (on a large paper) 
throughout the day and how 
they intersect with one another. 

Creat ive  ar ts  teacher 
Katherine Burnett said that 
this is a difficult project that 
requires a lot more thinking than 
drawing or painting still life. 

The collective drawing is 
everyone’s journey for the last week 
of class, mapped out in one image. 
“From where they travel from 
their mornings to their classes,” 
she said, “the marks they created 
are recording each step, each 
terrain, the speed of their travel.” 

Ms. Burnett said that she is 
always trying new things with her 
classes and exploring new projects. 
She said that she gets inspired by 
other artists, and the idea for this 
project came to her when she saw 
a really beautiful map. This led 
her to think about how she can 
transfer this into an assignment 
that can be fun and engaging for 
her students. “It’s just a recording 
of our world and the space around 
us, and there’s so many different 
ways to show that,” she said.  

Ms. Burnett said that the 
purpose of “Outside the Box” is for 
people to see all the possibilities 
of being creative, and this project 
is designed for students to have a 
lot of choice in what medium they 

“It’s really about 
creativity and 
people finding 
their creative 
voice.” 

–Ms. Burnett 

are using. “I think that learning 
different ways to create, you start 
to notice things more and observe 
the world around you and open 
your mind to the many ways we 
are creative people,” she said. 
“It is important to think about 
other ways art can be created.” 

Sophomore Bella Herz 
said that the class is where she is 
able to show her uniqueness and 
there’s a lot of room for creativity. 
She said she is able to take many 
paths in this assignment. “As 
an end piece, where we are all 
doing our own paths, and at the 
end it’s really interesting to see 

how it comes together,” she said. 
“I feel like from our perspec-
tive we can do what we want.” 

Ms. Burnett said that this 
project was developed by her 
and her students, taking into 
account what she believes her 
students will truly enjoy. “It’s 
really exciting for me because I 
am not bound to one discipline. I 
can learn with the students, and I 
don’t have to know all the answers. 
We can learn it together,” she said.  

Sophomore Jaden Paldino 
said that with this project, there 
is more flexibility, and you can 
go whatever way. You can really 
think about what you want to do 
with no set guidelines. “With this 
piece, you can’t really mess up 
with it; everything you do is about 
your creativity. You can take it in 
whatever [way] you want,” she 
said. “There usually a specific 
guideline and in this one she gives 
us a project and we take it into our 
hands, and we are the ones thinking 
and making the guideline.” 

Ms. Burnett said that last 
year she and her students felt the 
need for an intermediate class 
that allowed students to solve 
problems using any materials. “I 
will give them themes or prob-
lems to solve, in any way they 
want,” she said. “For me it’s 
really about creativity and people 

Continued from page 1.

continue to build opportuni-
ties of KO students and the commu-
nity as a whole to grow,” he said. 

Mr. Dillow started off by 
thanking everyone for all the 
support. “It is an incredible honor to 
serve as your next head of school,” 
he said. “I’m looking forward to 
getting to know you, the students.” 

He illustrated KO’s core 
values through three iconic indi-
viduals who passed away this 
summer. He started with Kofi 
Annan who was the former head 

Convocation 
ends vacation

“My hope is that 
as we start a new 
year together... 
be respectful in 
our interactions 
with one another, 
and live each 
day being our 
authentic selves.”

–Mr. Dillow

of the United Nations. Annan 
exemplified “Care Beyond Self” 
by establishing the global act R2P, 
which states that each government 
is responsible to protect its citizens. 

Second, Mr. Dillow brought 
up Aretha Franklin’s song 
“R-E-S-P-E-C-T,” which was a 
powerful call for women’s rights. 

Ending with a mention of 
Senator John McCain’s integrity 
and strong legacy, Mr. Dillow 
gracefully explained the spirit of 
our core values as a school and 
his hopes associated with them. 
“My hope is that as we start a new 
year together, we remember them 
and be inspired by their contribu-
tions to care deeply for the well-
being of others, be respectful 
in our interactions with one 
another, and live each day being 
our authentic selves,” he said. 

The assembly ended with 
Mr. Dillow presenting the class 
flags, an annual tradition. Sixth-
graders Ava Pear and Ryan 
Sadowsky were presented the 
Class of 2025 flag. The two seniors 
with the most community service 
hours, seniors Claudia Petrie, 
and Janvi Sikand were presented 
the flag of the Class of 2019. 

Lastly, Class President Ellis 
Winfree and Vice President Josh 
Leshem and received the Class 
Shield for the Class of 2019.

Kate Beck strikes a graceful pose. 
Photo courtesy Heidi Hojnicki. 

region has their own unique style.” 
As opposed to competi-

tions, Matt has performed across 
Connecticut and the Northeast, at 
the Bushnell and the Wadsworth 
Atheneum, at Ukrainian festi-
vals in New Britain, Stamford, 
and Rochester, and even at a 
hockey game in New Jersey. 

“My favorite part about 
dancing is the performances 
because you work an entire year 
to improve your steps and work 
hard to learn the dances,” he said.  
Then you go to the show and put 
everything you learned on stage 
and show people what you can do.”

A large part of Ukrainian 
dancing is tricks. Matt’s favorite 
trick is called a backbreaker, 
where the dancer leaps vertically 
into the air and arches their back, 
making a C-shape with their body. 

The most popular dance 
is the finale, the hopak. “Every-
thing stops when we get to 
hopak, as it’s the big dance 
that people love to see,” said 
Matt. His next performance is 
in New Britain this September.

Another talented dancer in 
the sophomore class is Kate Beck. 
When Kate was little, she saw a 
ballet performance, decided she 
wanted to try it, and has been 
dancing ever since. While ballet 

is her strongest, she also enjoys 
jazz and modern dance. “I like 
modern because it was made to 
sort of revolt against classical 
forms,” said Kate. “There are some 
aspects of classical but different.”

Kate dances at Connecticut 
Concert Ballet in Manchester and 
does dance as an independent 
proposal. Practices range from 
two to three hours every night, 
plus night rehearsals for perfor-
mances, which vary in length 
depending on the performance.

She’s in Ballet 5 (the highest 
level of dance they offer) Modern 
4, and Jazz 3. On top of these, 
she also takes an extra Ballet 4 
class to stay on top of her skills. 

“I like pique turns,” said 
Kate, “also pirouettes, really 
just jumps and spins, and espe-
cially Saut de Basque which 
is  l ike a spinning jump.” 

Over the summer, Kate 
attended two ballet programs: 
Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet 
(CPYB) and Kaatsbaan Extreme 
Ballet program. CPYB was five 
weeks long and very technical. 

Kate considers Kaatsbaan her 
greatest achievement as a dancer. 
Only 120 people were accepted 
into the program, and about 45 
attended the three weeks in the 
summer. They danced from 8 a.m. 

to 8 p.m. Monday through Friday 
and learned six dances in that time. 

Her favorite aspect of dance 
is rehearsing for performances, 
which are mostly at Manchester 
High School, but there are also 
small library shows such as 
the Nutcracker coming up this 
winter and an annual spring show. 

Kate also aspires to perform 
at the Pre-Professional Gala 
show that she is applying to. 

Sophomore Matt Bzowyckyj performs a hutsul dance in a traditional Ukranian 
costume. Photo courtesy of Matt Bzowyckyj. 
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by Taline Norsigian ’19

Upper School Admin-
istrative Coordinator Lindsay 
Perkins is a fresh face to many 
on campus, but she is not entirely 
new to KO. Four years ago, Mrs. 
Perkins started teaching Camp 
KO’s culinary sessions, and last 
year she worked part time at KO, 
administratively. Now, she has her 
first full time job at the school.

Mrs. Perkins said she 
wants to give students a sense 
of calmness when walking into 
her office. “This role matters to 
the freshman who are still trying 
to figure out how to be in high 
school and to the parents who are 
leaving their kids here,” she said. 

While Mrs. Perkins said this 
job is a dream, much of her life 
consisted of a different career path. 

“I’ve always been inter-
ested in the food world,” Mrs. 
Perkins said. “My mom grew up 
making my birthday cakes, so that 
thoughtful touch was the norm.”

After attending culinary 
school, Mrs. Perkins worked at 
a restaurant for eight years. She 
moved on to earn her undergraduate 
degree in English from UConn.

Today, Mrs. Perkins is 
a personality in town, as she 
appears as a guest for cooking 
segments on the local news, 
has been on stage with Food 
Network, and is known as a West 
Hartford Culinary Educator. 
Her company, Lindsay Culi-

Mrs. Perkins perks up KO

nary, teaches classes and camps. 
Mrs. Perkins said she does 

not want students to idealize food. 
“I try to take people’s expecta-
tions down because you have to 
practice to see results,” she said.

When she is not cooking, 
Mrs. Perkins loves to spend 
time with her three kids or sing 
locally with her cover band.

If any students want to see 
Mrs. Perkins in action, they can 
attend the Mandell JCC’s Jewish 
Book Festival on Oct. 14 at 2:00 
pm, as Mrs. Perkins will be in 
conversation with New York Times 
best-selling author Deb Perelman. 
Tickets are available online.

Mrs. Perkins is here to spice 
up KO with her sweet person-
ality and hopefully every student 
is late once, so they can meet 
the top-notch chef in person.

The Mighty Ms. Ma comes to KO

K O  i s  l u c k y  a n d 
excited to welcome Naogan 
Ma, the new Upper School 
Chinese teacher to the school! 

Her journey to KO was 
long and winding, but Ms. Ma 
always knew she wanted to teach.  

“I thought teachers were 
the coolest people and always 
admired them,” she said. “I 
just thought it would be really 
nice to be a teacher, and since I 
became a teacher I haven’t had 
any doubts about my profession.”  

After studying in Mongolia, 
the opportunity presented itself to 
her to come and learn at Wesleyan 
University. So as a 28 year old 
married woman that’s exactly what 
she did! “My husband and I were 
away for a year and a half, and I 
had some very interesting experi-
ences,” Ms. Ma said. Ultimately it 
was an amazing experience for her 
and she said she is glad she came. 

“I always thought I would go 
back to China and teach English 
but I ended up teaching Chinese at 
Conn. College after I graduated,” 
Ms. Ma said. And the rest is history. 

After building and devel-
oping a Chinese curriculum and 
program at Trinity College, Ms. 
Ma became a high school teacher 
at The Loomis Chaffee school 
and loved every moment of it.  

“I realized teaching Chinese 
through language and literature 
built bridges through the cultures,” 
Ms. Ma said. “I was happy to 
continue teaching Chinese to 
American students. It’s been a 
very satisfying journey so far.” 

Ms. Ma explained how she 
ended up at KO. “I have a lot of 
friends who have very fond memo-
ries of KO, and the school itself 
is practically in my backyard,” 
she said. “I thought it would be 
great to come back to West Hart-
ford and teach at a school where I 
heard so many great things about.” 

Aside from being a teacher 
for many years, Ms. Ma is heavily 
involved in politics, specifically 
the West Hartford local govern-

ment. She is mainly interested in 
education related issues, espe-
cially how the local government 
can make the public education 
system equitable for everybody. 

“In 2001, I got started,” 
Ms. Ma said. “I was district vice 
chair, and I ran and won in elec-
tion back in 2009, I was the 
first non-white person ever to 
serve in West Hartford govern-
ment in 150 years of history.” 

From living in Mongolia, 
to becoming a freshman at 
Wesleyan University in her late 
twenties, to teaching Chinese 
at Loomis, it is clear that Ms. 
Ma’s life is a fascinating one 
and we are so happy to gain an 
amazing new faculty member.

by Nell Schwartz ’19

Bonjour and Welcome Mr. Brodeur!!!
by Alyssa Pilecki ’20

This year, KO alumnus 
Ryan Brodeur ’01 is rejoining 
the community as an Upper 
School French teacher. He 
can be found teaching in 
Upper Roberts, in Room 215.

After graduating from 
Kingswood Oxford, Mr. Brodeur 
majored in French and minored 
in Italian at Trinity College in 
Hartford and later went to Boston 
College where he received a 
Master’s in Educational Admin-
istration for The Principalship.

Mr. Brodeur then went on 
to teach French at Xavier High 
School in Middletown and Lowell 
High School in Lowell, Mass. 
Eventually, he became the French 

Ms. Ma smiles and conveys her passion for learning in front of the camera. 
Photo by Taline Norsigian ’19.

“I’m really, really 
excited to be 
back; I’m really 
enjoying it! It’s 
been 17 or 18 
years since I was 
last here, so I’m 
comfortable being 
in a teaching posi-
tion now.”

–Ryan Brodeur

Department Chair at Xavier, where 
he taught for the last seven years. 

While he was a student 
here, Mr. Brodeur met his wife, 
Upper School science teacher 
Kathleen DiSanto. They have 
two children together, a son 
Rowan who is six years old and 
a daughter Kinsley who is three.

In his free time, Mr. Brodeur 
said that he is an avid gamer. 
“I’m currently making my way 
through ‘The Witcher 3,’ and I’m 
also excited for when ‘Red Dead 
Redemption 2’ comes out soon, 
because the original one came out 
when I was still in grad school, and 
I really enjoyed that.” He said that 
he joins in on a game of Dungeons 
& Dragons once in a while as well. 

On top of that, Mr. Brodeur 
said he is a casual musician and 
enjoys playing whenever he gets 
the chance. He played the saxo-

Mrs. Perkins has a warm and 
inviting personality.  Photo by Ali 
Meizels ’19.

Mr. Reynolds makes 
grand entrance at KO
by Taline Norsigian ’19

Theater Director Kyle 
Reynolds enters KO with flare 
and passion to teach students to 
become activists and explorers.

“What I love most about 
teaching is watching the light bulb 
go off and students really realizing 
the core of what you’re trying 
to teach,” Mr. Reynolds said.

By building a personal 
connection to each student, 
Mr. Reynolds said he is able to 
create strong collaboration in 
the classroom. “I’m a big advo-
cate for letting students have a 
voice and perhaps letting other 
students have answers,” he said.

Mr. Reynolds received his 
undergraduate degree at CCSU, 
mastering in Theater Perfor-
mance and Communication. 
He then earned his Master’s in 
Organizational Leadership  at 
the University of Hartford.

In the past, Mr. Reynolds 

trained students that went off 
to perform in Broadway, off-
Broadway, and national tour 
productions. From teaching 
all over the state – at Western 
Connecticut State University, 
Goodwill College, Post Univer-
sity, Greater Hartford Academy for 
the Arts, and University of Hart-
ford – Mr. Reynolds has worked 
with students aged four to 84. 

At KO, Mr. Reynolds is 
ready to shine a spotlight on 
theater. “I’m super excited to create 
a thriving theater program that 
incorporates real technique and 
training for the students,” he said.

Mr. Reynolds said his 
favorite musical is “Hello, Dolly!” 
and he loves to go to New York City 
in his free time to attend a show.

Lights, Camera, Action! 
Mr. Reynolds is KO’s new star 
and is here to help students hit 
as many high notes as they can.

Mr. Brodeur expresses his excitement about coming back to KO and poses for 
the camera. Photo by Taline Norsigian ’19.

Mr. Reynolds gives a big grin. Photo by Taline Norsigian ’19.

phone and guitar all through high 
school and college; in the last 
two years, however, he has been 
teaching himself how to play the 
jazz saxophone and the mandolin.

Mr. Brodeur said that he is 
thrilled to come back to KO. “I’m 
really, really excited to be back; 
I’m really enjoying it!” he said. 
“It’s been 17 or 18 years since I 
was last here, so I’m comfortable 
being in a teaching position now.” 

Junior Juliana Kulak, who is 
in one of his classes, said she is really 
happy to have him as a teacher. 

“Mr. Brodeur is such a 
great teacher. I love being in his 
class!” she said. “I really like 
his style of teaching, which is 
called standard-based grading.”

Mr. Brodeur, on behalf 
of the whole KO commu-
nity, we welcome you and are 
very excited to have you back!
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The Kingswood Oxford 
community welcomes a new, 
energetic, positive and encour-
aging math teacher to our campus. 

This teacher’s name is 
Sara Starnes, who is also an 

Beloved Upper School 
math teacher Chris Vicevich has 
returned to KO after one year 
away, teaching in New Haven.  

The math prodigy left KO 
to experience teaching at an inner 

city school in New Haven last year.  
Vice, the shortened name he lets his 
students call him, explained that 
he felt he needed to leave KO and 
experience teaching in a different 
environment. “Throughout the 
year I got to thinking about social 
justice because my previous 
school I worked at was very into 
social justice,” he said. “That 
was a huge theme at the school. I 
thought to myself, ‘What should 
I be doing’ and that’s when I got 

advisor and assistant coach 
for  junior  vars i ty  soccer. 

Ms. Starnes earned her grad-
uate degree at Ursinus College in 
Pennsylvania and went straight into 
teaching from there. Her teaching 
experience began in Tennessee, 
where she taught in middle schools, 
high schools, and even colleges. 

Ms. Starnes said she enjoys 

into thinking, they trained us 
to be inner city school teachers 
when I went to grad school for 
math education and I should 
probably do that and so I did it.” 

However, after an amazing 
but challenging year, Vice felt that 
he needed to leave. “Switching 
schools was harder than I antici-
pated, plus the environment 
was harder than I anticipated,” 
he said. “I had a great group of 
colleagues, but I had a vision 
of what I wanted to be like as a 
teacher and I couldn’t see that 
coming to full fruition there.” 

After thinking about where 
he should go after his year in New 
Haven, Vice circled back to KO. 
“Private school feels good, and 
there are also lots of good public 
schools, but KO is great and they 
let me be the teacher I wanted 
to be and I didn’t appreciate it 
as much as I should have,” he 
said. “As soon as I could I got in 
touch with Mrs. Goss and asked 
if there was ever an opening, I 
would be ready to come back.” 

In the one year that Vice 
was away, the KO student body 
missed him dearly and many 
kids were excited to get him as a 
teacher this year. “I was so excited 
that I got him as my math teacher. 
I have heard such good things 

Mr.Vicevich is happy to return to KO. 
Photo by Taline Norsigian’19.

Mrs. Starnes smikes at the carmera 
Photo by Taline Norsigian’19.

Reaching high 
for the Star(ne)s
by Sophia Kaufman’20

Chris comes back 
by Nell Schwartz’19

Kingswood Oxford is 
excited to welcome a new, 
young, spirited teacher to the 
community. This teacher is Mr. 
Biondi who went to Yale Univer-
sity and graduated in 2016. 

After his college years, he 
went off to South Korea, where 
he worked in an elementary 
school, volunteering as a teacher. 

Following his time in South 
Korea, he came back home and 
spent time with his brothers over 
the summer. Mr. Biondi said he 
enjoys skiing and playing squash. 

Mr. Biondi will be the 
coach for the girls squash 
team, as well as the assistant 
coach for softball in the spring. 

“I hope to bring a new 
fresh face into the English depart-
ment as they are changing the 
curriculum, so I can bring new 
and interesting ideas from the 

Mr. Biondi strikes a smile. Photo by 
Taline Norsigian’19.

From the hustle and bustle 
of an all-boys school located on 
16th Street in New York City to the 
more docile suburbs of West Hart-
ford, English teacher Bill Martino 
certainly experienced a change in 
pace this summer by becoming a 
member of the Kingswood Oxford 
Upper School faculty this year.

Earn ing  h i s  B .A.  a t 
Fordham University and M.Ed. 
at the University of Notre Dame, 
Mr. Martino double majored in 
English and Medieval Studies. 
He belongs to a family of 
four kids with his wife, Carol.  

Mr. Martino has a passion 
for teaching that extends back 
into his childhood, long before 
he assumed his position at KO. 

It wasn’t until his time 
as an undergrad, however, 
that these aspirations began 
to take the shape of a career. 

H e  l a t e r  w o r k e d  i n 
Savannah, Ga. and several other 
under-resourced schools in the 
South, before going to Xavier 
High School in Manhattan, 
and arriving at KO this year. 

As a teacher, Mr. Martino 
said  that his passion lies in 
forg ing  connec t ions  wi th 
students whenever possible. 

“I love the teachable 
moments that happen outside 
the classroom, on the field or in 
the pool, or just in conversation 
with students,” he said. “To be an 
effective teacher, you really have 
to know your students – you have 

Mr. Martino smiles for the camera. 
Photo by Taline Norsigian’19.

by Sophia Kaufman ’20

Mr. Biondi Encouragement is key:
Mr. Martino joins KO
by Juanita Asapokhai ’20

about him,” Senior Molly Baron 
said.  Senior Sean James agreed. 
“My friends always spoke highly 
of him, so when I saw he was my 
math teacher, I was so relieved 

to know what makes them tick, 
you have to know what encour-
ages them, you have to know what 
works for each of them. You don’t 
get that just in the classroom.” 

His favorite book to teach 
is “The Grapes of Wrath,” written 
by acclaimed 20th century Amer-
ican novelist John Steinbeck. 
Mr. Martino explained the joy of 
observing his students transition 
from apprehension to love of the 
text in his classes, praising the 
book for posing what he describes 
as thought-provoking questions 
about what it means to be human

“Students resist ‘The Grapes 
of Wrath’ [at first], and once 
they’re about a third of the way 
through, they can’t put it down,” 
Mr. Martino said. His favorite 
novels are “East of Eden” also 
by Steinbeck, and “The End of 
the Affair” by Graham Greene. 

Outside of teaching and 
novel-reading, Mr. Martino 
is an Assistant Coach for the 

junior varsity  volleyball and 
boys’ swimming team, enjoys 
running, spending time with his 
kids, watching TV, and listening 
to podcasts, namely “Keep It” 
and “The Daily,” a podcast 
run by The New York Times. 

Mr. Martino spoke optimisti-
cally of the upcoming school year. 
“My hope is that I make the move 
toward building strong relation-
ships with my students, that they 

teaching because of the connec-
tions she makes with her students; 
in addition, she said she loves to 
teach math because it challenges 
students but then it clicks for them.

“As I was looking at schools, 
I read about KO and  specifi-

outside world,” Mr. Biondi said. 
He said he plans on spending 
time at KO to show his love for 
English and comparative literature. 

Mr.  Biondi  wil l  a lso 
contribute to the KO News, as 
he will co-teach the journalism 
classes for beginners with 
English Department Chair and 
teacher Catherine Schieffelin. 

H e  w i l l  a l s o  t e a c h 
an  Eng l i sh  4  c lass  wi th 
English teacher Ron Monroe. 

Mr. Biondi attended an 
independent school and noticed 
the encouragement and involve-
ment that his teachers had. He 
said he hopes to foster the same 

“I hope to bring 
a new fresh face 
into the English 
department as 
they are changing 
the curriculum.”

–Mr. Biondi

sense of community in his daily 
life and work at KO – in the 
classroom and on the courts.  

He said he hopes to share 
his love for reading and the 
many different perspectives of 
English with students at KO. 

As a  community,  we 
welcome Mr. Biondi and are pleased 
to see his wonderful impact on KO. 

swings into KO

see me as more than just their 
English teacher and maybe as a 
role model or an advisor,” he said. 
“Teaching is a calling, it’s every-
thing–not just relaying information. 
You wear so many hats at a school 
like this; to be able to balance 
them is a challenge that I love.”

We welcome Mr. Martino, 
and are just as excited about 
him joining the school commu-
nity as he is about English.

“I love the teach-
able moments that 
happen outside 
the classroom, on 
the field or in the 
pool, or just in 
conversation with 
students.”

–Mr. Martino

“...KO is great 
and they let me 
be the teacher I 
wanted to be.”

–Mr. Vicevich

that I would have a good teacher 
for my senior year,” he said. 

Not only does Mr. Vicevich 
work on being a math enthusiast 
and teacher; he has other hobbies 
which include finishing  the prelim-
inary practices of the Nyingma 
school of Tibetan Buddhism, 
playing video games,  and 
watching TV. He even does trans-
lation work, translating Tibetan 
Buddhist texts into English. 
Now that is a well rounded guy! 

“Mr. Vicevich is an amazing 
teacher who is passionate about 
his job and genuinely cares about 
his students,” junior Ishaa Sohail 
said. “I love his class!” KO is glad 
to have you back, Mr. Vicevich! 

cally the mission [statement],” 
she said. “I really just got this 
feeling that this is where I want 
to be. Having smaller classes 
and getting more  freedom to do  
hands-on things with my students  
is really what interested me.” 

Ms. Starnes said she hopes 
to bring positivity to learning math 
at KO and to make the math class-
room a more interactive environ-
ment. We are excited to welcome 
Ms. Starnes to our community 
and wish her good luck this year!

“I really just got 
this feeling that 
this is where I 
want to be.”

–Ms. Starnes 
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by Sophia Kaufman ’20 education classes she was taking, 

rather than the sports medicine 
ones. She also said that becoming 
a tutor was when she realized 
her true passion was teaching.

This year, Ms. Pasko is a 

by Alyssa Pilecki ’20

by Juanita Asapokhai ’20

Hello Ms. Farrell! Ms. Pasko comes to KO

Mr. Gurganus brings strokes of genius to MS Ms. Quinn for the win

With lots of spirit and love 
for math, we welcome Megan 
Farrell to the Middle School at KO. 

Ms .  Fa r re l l  wen t  to 
Providence College in Rhode 
Island and graduated in 2016, 
earning her undergraduate 
degree in special education. 

Following her college years, 
she went right into teaching at the 
Rectory School for two years. 

Over the summer, Ms. 
Farrell continued her love for 
math and teaching at the Loomis 
Chaffee summer program. She 
took charge of the pre-algebra 
and robotics courses along 
with being the dorm head. 

She said she loves to teach 
because she enjoys interacting 
with several different students 
and learning from them on a 
daily basis in the classroom. 
Ms. Farrell said her goal is to 
continue teaching math  with the 
Middle Schoolers and continue 
to bring a bright and positive atti-
tude to the school and classroom. 

Outside of school, she 
said she loves to run, swim, and 
sing. Her love for singing shows 
as she performed in the opera at 
the Bushnell in middle school. 

Ms. Farrell  has three 
o t h e r  y o u n g e r  s i b l i n g s 
and  a  dog  named  Cody. 

With all the love and 
excitement Ms. Farrell has, we 
are glad to see all the new addi-
tions she brings to the Middle 
School and KO as a whole. 

Kingswood Oxford happily 
welcomes new science teacher 
and coach Amanda Pasko. 

Ms. Pasko studied kinesi-
ology and sports medicine at Rice 
University in Houston, Texas. 
She said it was a nice change 
in the scenery and pace of life 
from her hometown just outside 
of Boston, where she attended 
an independent high school 
similar to Kingswood Oxford. 

by Alyssa Pilecki ’20

Middle School science teacher, 
teaching both sixth and eighth 
grade classes. She is also coaching 
the Middle School girls soccer 
team and both the Middle and 
Upper School track and field teams. 

“I really enjoy being a coach 

While in college, Ms. Pasko 
said she gradually discovered 
that her interests were geared 
more towards the science and 

Ms. Pasko is happy to be joining KO 
this year. Photo by Amelia Levine ’20.

Ms. Farrell smiles big on KO’s 
campus. Photo by Amelia Levine ’20.

Mr. Gurganus smiles big for the 
camera. Photo by Amelia Levine ’20.

Ms. Quinn joins KO with an electric 
smile. Photo by Amelia Levine ’20.

New Chinese teacher 
Jeff Gurganus is full of char-
acter and ready to teach Middle 
Schoolers some characters at KO.

Mr.  Gurganus gradu -
ated from Wofford College in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina, 
receiving his B.A. in Chinese. 

Mr. Gurganus is teaching an 
Upper Prep tech class and Chinese 
A, B, and C in the Middle School. 
He said that teaching Middle 
Schoolers at KO is a new journey 
for him, as he previously taught at 
Northwest Catholic High School, in 
West Hartford for the last six years.

“I’m very excited about 
working in a community that 
focuses on ownership and self-
advocacy,” Mr. Gurganus said. 
“Before I started this year, I 
knew those were two things that 
were highly emphasized at KO, 

but now that I’m here I can see 
it actually happening. I’m very 
impressed, especially when I 
have little sixth-graders already 
coming up to me and taking 
initiative of their learning.”

Mr. Gurganus will also take 
on a new role as a coach for the 
Middle School boys basketball 
team and boys track and field team. 

He said it is perfect, since his 
favorite sports are cross country 
and track and field, and because 
he enjoys watching basketball. 

O n e  o f  M r.  G u rg a -
nus ’s  hobb ies  i s  h ik ing , 
although not too intensely. 

He said he just loves being 
outdoors and spends a lot of 
time going for walks. However, 
Mr. Gurganus said that he is 
not just a fan of sports; he also 
dabbles in the visual arts, espe-
cially painting and drawing.

Mr. Gurganus has an iden-
tical twin brother named Rick. 

He said that they lived 
through about five or six major 
hurricanes and that a favorite 
pastime of theirs was actu-
ally tracking them together.

Mr. Gurganus,  KO is 
lucky to have you join our 
community, and we wish you 
the best of luck this year!

New Engl ish  teacher 
and Head Coach of the Upper 
School junior varsity volleyball 
team Anastasia Quinn joins the 
KO community this year. She 
brings to the English depart-
ment a passion for literature, and 
to the sports teams a long-time 
love for the game of volleyball.

Ms. Quinn graduated from 
Teachers’ College at Columbia 
University last year, located in 
New York City. Prior to KO, Ms. 
Quinn taught sixth and eighth 
grade at a progressive day school 
in Alexandria, Va., where she and 
other faculty members worked to 
meet students where their skills 
were, catering their teaching 
style to the needs of the students. 

Before she entered educa-
tion, Ms. Quinn worked in the sales 
and events branch of a magazine 
based in Delaware and simultane-
ously coached volleyball teams. 
“This memory will never fade,” 
Ms. Quinn said. It was through 
teaching on the court as a coach 
that she realized she wanted to 
bring her talents to the classroom.

 “I  had a lightbulb moment; 
I unlocked the door, [walked] into 
the gym and I thought to myself, 
oh man, I need to be in academics,” 
Ms. Quinn said. She went on to earn 
her certification at the University 
of Delaware and began teaching 
in public school, before switching 
to the private school sector. 

Ms. Quinn spoke insight-
fully about her perspective on 
teaching, likening it to a way of 
life: “Embarking on that journey 
with my students every year 
and seeing where that journey 
takes us is very lovely,” she said.

As a teacher of middle-
school aged kids, Ms. Quinn 
shared her appreciation for the 
duality of her students. “I love 

how we get to be silly, but we 
also get to have really complex 
conversations,” she said. “It’s 
an important time, and I want to 

New Middle School elec-
tronic music teacher David Zucker 
comes back to KO with a bang, as 
he is ready to rock out with students. 

Once  a  s tudent  here 
himself, Mr. Zucker worked 
with Dr. Pierce to compose 
and perform a piece together. 

Since then, Mr. Zucker’s love 
for piano and guitar has only grown 
as he majored in performance and 
composition at Skidmore College. 
During his college years, he was 
on and off touring around the 
East Coast with the band Phish.

Mr. Zucker then lived 
in Madras, India and studied 
Carnatic, South Indian classical 
music. Back in the states, he stayed 
in Seattle and San Francisco, 
playing in rock bands and working 
with string quartets as a composer.

On “Real Housewives 

of Miami” or “Amish Mafia,” 
one can hear Mr. Zucker’s elec-
tronic music. Broadly speaking, 
his compositions are on the 
NFL, Discovery Channel, ABC, 
NBC, CBS, and Food Network.

Currently, Mr. Zucker 
is playing in local bands, with 
artists such as Carrie Johnson. 

In the classroom, he said he 
loves collaboration and working 
with kids. “I like bringing out music 
in people and helping them find 
their creativity,” Mr. Zucker said.

He said he would love to start 
a rock band club here, as he teaches 
electronic music and rock band at 
Camp KO. He also said he would 
like to work more with the jazz 
band, create a recording studio, and 
teach an audio production class.

“I’m just trying to inspire 
kids here in as many artistic ways 
as possible,” Mr. Zucker said.

In the mornings, he cycles 

while watching the sunrise. “I get 
ideas from music when I bike,” Mr. 
Zucker said. “It’s inspiring, pushes 
me athletically, and meditative.”He 
also loves to camp with his wife, 
Anissa, and daughter, Melody.

While Mr. Zucker might 
have never imagined suburban life 
for himself, he is here and here to be 
a strong soundboard for students.

by Taline Norsigian ’19

make sure that every student has a 
good transition [to high school].”

In the classroom, Ms. Quinn 
said her favorite book to explore is 
“The Giver” by Lois Lowry; she 
anticipates looking closely at “The 
Book Thief” by Markus Zusak 
with her students later in the year. 

For leisure reading, Ms. 
Quinn lists the “Harry Potter” series 
as a favorite, and she is living out 
her love for the novels by serving 
as the faculty advisor for the Harry 
Potter Club in the Middle School. 

Outside the classroom, Ms. 
Quinn jokes, “[I spend my time] 
thinking about what I’m going to 
be doing inside the classroom.” 

She also said she enjoys 
playing volleyball—a hobby 
she’s had since she was a middle 
schooler—walking her German 
Shepherd, and visiting historical 
sites, like Historical Williams-
burg in Williamsburg, VA, or 
going to Mystic Aquarium in 
Mystic, Conn., and reading.

We a re  so  lucky  to 
have Ms. Quinn in the class-
room and  on  t he  cou r t . 

“I am looking 
forward to being 
part of the KO 
community.” 

–Ms. Pasko 

as well as a teacher here,” she said, 
“because it’s a fun break in the day, 
and it allows me to get to know the 
students better and in a less formal 
environment.” Ms. Pasko was on 
the track and field team throughout 
both high school and college.

In her free time, Ms. Pasko 
said she enjoys traveling, running, 
playing board games, going to 
restaurants, and trying new foods. 

“I definitely consider 
myself a foodie,” she said. “One 
of the things I really looked 
forward to when coming to 
West Hartford was trying all 
the restaurants around here.” 

On another note, she said 
her favorite color is orange and 
her favorite animal is a tiger.

Ms. Pasko said she is 
excited and happy to become 
a part of such a great school. 

“I am looking forward to 
being part of the KO community 
and learning about the school, 
its students, and the other faculty 
and staff,” she said. KO warmly 
welcomes you and is very happy to 
have you here as well, Ms. Pasko! 

Mr. Zucker jams out at KO 2.0

Mr. Zucker merrily improvises on the 
piano. Photo by Taline Norsigian ’19.
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Vibrant, resurfaced turf field 
finished for new season
by Ishaa Sohail ’20

In June of 2018, the sports 
company FieldTurf resurfaced 
the Hoffman field because the 
field had outlived its life expec-
tancy. The field was supposed 
to last approximately eight to 
10 years but was on its 12th. 

As  a  resul t ,  concus -
sions and other injuries would 
be more l ikely to happen 
because of the turf’s condition.

“The life of the old turf had 
expired and it needed to be resur-
faced. It had done well, but it had 
exceeded its lifespan,” Director 
of Athletics Debbie Fiske said. 

Director of Facilities Larry 
Marciano coordinated all of the 
construction with FieldTurf and 
made sure that the company 
delivered the product on time. 

another) safely, while granting 
field owners the resilience and 
durability that they need in order to 
expand the worth of their purchase. 
They aim to meticulously dupli-
cate real grass for their clients. 

FieldTurfTarkett, a branch 
of the French business Tarkett 
Incorporation (a global enter-
prise that specializes in the 
construction of wall and floor 
coverings) assembles FieldTurf. 

The company’s headquarters 
are located in Montreal, Quebec, 
Canada, and its principal manufac-
turing space is in Calhoun, Georgia.

The company only has 
licensed installers execute their 
work. When installing the artificial 
fields, the company uses only the 
best materials and installation tech-
niques, decreasing maintenance 
requirements and offering regular 
performance characteristics. 

The fibers that the company 
produces are created in their 
facility in Germany. The fibers 
go through rigorous testing 
for their uniformity, tensile 
strength, and color verification 
before being sent to the factory. 

T h e  5 0 0 , 0 0  s q u a r e -
f o o t  f a c t o r y  i s  l o c a t e d 
Calhoun,  Georgia factory. 

T h i s  i s  w h e r e  t h e y 
are tufted and coated by the 
employees that possess over 
hundreds of years of experi-

FieldTurf table shows how their product is more affordablee, effiecient, worthwhile opposed to natural grass 
companies. Photo courtesy of FieldTurf.com 

Construction started the 
weekend that spring sports 
ended, and after five seven 
day weeks of working from 7 
a.m. to 8/9 p.m., they finished. 

Typically each installation 
takes 60 days from start to finish 
(give or take a few depending on the 
client and weather conditions), but 
because the turf was resurfaced and 
not replaced, it did not take as long. 

Although construction did 
not begin until towards the end of the 
school year, the planning process 
began in late April to early May. 

Mr. Marciano said that the 
process of resurfacing the turf 
was not frustrating at all and it 
was very professional because of 
how hard the company worked. 

“Everything was deliv-
ered and done on time,” he 
said. “We didn’t have any 
problems at all because it was 
so professional. It was a very 
good experience.” 

Mr. Marciano was not the 
only person who helped organize 
the project. Trustee and Chair of 
the Campus Planning Committee 
Mark Wolman assisted with nego-
tiating the price, final design, 
price, and schedule for the project. 

Mr. Wolman had to negotiate 
with the company that installed the 
turf to lower their price, and he also 
had them commit to completing the 
work when the school needed it. 

Once all the details were 
arranged and agreed upon, he 
brought the proposal to the Board 
of Directors for the final approval. 

Mr. Wolman said that his 
favorite part of the project was 
seeing everything come together 
so quickly and satisfyingly.  He 
said he enjoyed working with 
Ms. Fiske, Mr. Marciano, and 
the company. “Nothing was frus-
trating about the process,” he said 

Mr.  Wolman  sa id  i t 
was a pleasure to work on the 
project from beginning to end.

“I wish everyone playing 
on the new turf field with 
the new scoreboards enjoy-
ment  and  fun ,”  he  sa id . 

FieldTurf’s purpose is to 
produce fields that allow athletes 
to perform their sports (whether 
it be field hockey, football, or 

ence combined in this industry. 
FieldTurf has created over 

4500 turfs for high schools, 
colleges and municipalities all 
across North America. Their turfs 
have also been wanted by several 
of the highest profile sports teams 
in the NFL, MLS, and NCAA. 

Some of the these teams 
include: New England Patriots 
(NFL), Seattle Seahawks (NFL), 
Detroit Lions (NFL), Huskies 
(NCAA football) Washington 
State Cougars (NCAA football), 
Minnesota Golden Gophers 
(NCAA football), Columbia Lions 
(NCAA baseball), US Air Force 
Falcons (NCAA baseball), Cincin-
nati Bearcats (NCAA baseball). 

The company realizes that 
sports cannot be injury-free, but 
they some can be prevented, so 
they always look for new ways to 
reduce the possibility of injuries, 
which has lead them to injury-
reducing novelties and renovations. 

According to FieldTurf’s 
3-year study, the company’s 
systems have 13 percent Fewer 

Bright, resurfaced turf field on a cool Monday morning. Photo taken by Ali Meizels ‘19. 

Muscle Strains / Tears, 11 percent 
Fewer Concussions, 31 percent 
Fewer Ligament Tears,  24 
percent less High Ankle Sprains, 
21 percent Fewer Severe Inju-
ries, 23 percent Fewer Injuries 

 “The Varsity 
Field Hockey 
team feels really 
grateful that we 
are able to play 
on the new and 
vibrant turf.” 

– Mia Seymour

on 4-8+ Year Old Surface in 
college football (3-year study) 

The 5-year high school study 
shows 44 percent Fewer Concus-
sion Injuries Combined, 43 percent 

Fewer ACL Injuries Combined, 25 
percent Less Time Lost to Long-
Term Injuries (22+ Days), 16 
percent Less Time Lost to Short-
Term Injuries (1-2 Days) in high 
school football (5-year study). Both 
of these studies were compared to 
natural grass over several years. 

M a n y  o f  K O ’s  f a l l 
athletes have been adjusting 
to the new, resurfaced turf 
and have been enjoying it!

 “The Varsity Field Hockey 
team feels really grateful that 
we are able to play on the new 
and vibrant turf,”  senior captain 
Mia Seymour said. “As of right 
now the turf is still a little thick, 
but with time and as each game 
goes on we have become accus-
tomed to its length and have 
played really well on it,” she said. 

Junior Alyssa Pilecki is 
happy that the Athletics Depart-
ment has taken the time to resur-
face the new turf. “It adds a 
certain flare to the school that 
promotes our wonderful teams and 
serious pride in sports,” she said.

Five different varsity atheltes stand proudly on KO’s newly-resurfaced 
Hoffman field. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19. 



14 FRIDAY
September 28, 2018 Under the Radar News FRIDAY

September 28, 2018 15

At an all school assembly on 
Sept. 11, Dean of Students William 
Gilyard announced that the school 
was going to take more initiative in 
enforcing the dress code and that 
a committee will be established to 
examine and assess the dress code. 

Mr. Gilyard said that 
while the dress code hasn’t 
changed, the enforcement will 
be stronger. “We are trying to be 
on it enforcement wise,” he said, 
“because why have something if 
you are not going to enforce it.”

He explained that the 
increase in enforcement was not 
triggered by any particular events, 
but rather by the fact that he and 
other members of the commu-
nity had recognized times that 
there were people out of the dress 
code. He said that those viola-
tions of dress code made him 
wonder whether the intended 
outcome was happening and 
that the school was meeting its 

goals in setting the dress code. 
“We want to engage student 

and adult voices on the dress code,” 
Mr. Gilyard said, “we have had it 
for three years. I am a big believer 
in examining policy.” He said that 
it is important for the school to 
gather feedback on how the dress 
code plays out in the real life 
experiences of students so that the 
school can be responsive to them. 

He also acknowledged that 
there might be tweaks to the dress 
code, but until then the impor-
tant task will be to gather data 
on and follow the dress code. 

Mr. Gilyard said that if 
students are out of dress code, they 
will first be informed by a teacher 
followed by a visit to his office. 

He added that students will 
receive an afternoon detention 
and be asked to either fix their 
outfits if they can or call their 
parents to bring clothes to change. 

He further explained that 
sometimes students will need 
to put on something from the 

lost and found office for the day. 
 Mr. Gilyard highlighted 

the two main changes in the 
enforcement of the dress code 
starting this year. He said that 
teachers will fill out a form each 
time a student is not in dress 
code so that he can keep a record 
of people that are constantly 
out of the dress code. He added 
that there will be a heavier 
emphasis on advisors checking 
the dress code of their advisees. 

“The fact that it is hard 
for advisors to see everything 
makes it a community respon-
sibility,” Mr. Gilyard said. “We 
should all just respect the dress 
code. It’s not super cumber-
some, though there are some 
grays that we need to look at”. 

Mr. Gilyard said that the 
dress code committee will be made 
up of students and faculty from 
both the Middle School and the 
Upper School. He emphasized the 
necessity of gathering data from 
parents, students, and faculty. “I 

Mr. Gilyard brings attention to 
think we need to take into account 
parents because they are paying the 
bills and there are some expecta-
tions that they have for their kids,” 
he said, “and we need to take into 
account the kids, who are going 
through the fashion and dealing 
with it putting their own outfits 
on, and then the faculty, who are 
enforcing it and who are trying to 
be the keeper of the dress code.” 

Mr. Gilyard said that it is 
important to gather all of this 
information to make the best deci-
sion possible for the future.“Not 
everyone will be happy,” he said, 
“and so I think the interesting thing 
is that when you look at the dress 
code, there is no guarantee of what 
direction it will go. It could get 
stricter. Who knows? But that’s the 
beauty of it. I have no idea where 
this is going to go. But I think it is 
important to examine and find out.”

Mr. Gilyard said that ideally 
the committee will consist of 
two to three kids from each form 
as it will be hard to get things 

done if the group is too big. 
Mr. Gilyard announced that 

the plan for the committee at this 
stage is to examine the dress code 
and gather data. More specifi-
cally, he explained that they are 
going to inspect the implementa-
tion of the dress code, the experi-
ences of students in the dress code, 
and the experiences for parents 
who are buying the clothing. 

“I want to continue to create 
an atmosphere where we are 
talking to each other and not simply 
complaining in dark corners about 
something that is going on,” Mr. 
Gilyard said. “If there is a constit-
uent of our school—parents, kids, 
faculty—who feel like there is an 
issue happening, then let’s bring 
it onto the table and let’s have the 
conversation and figure it out.” 

Mr. Gilyard is ready to 
hear from the community and 
solve any issues people have. 
“Of course, there needs to be 
good rationale and reason behind 
these arguments,” he said.

by Casey Qi ‘19

On Sept. 17 and 18, Head 
of School Tom Dillow, Director 
of Facilities Larry Marciano, 
Board of Trustees member Mark 
Wolman, and two consultants 
from Critical Intervention Services 
assessed the security system at KO. 

Mr. Marciano said that they 
examined the locking mecha-
nisms of every window and 
every door on campus. “We also 
looked at the lock down system 
and the fire system,” he said, 
“there was a fire drill on Monday.” 

Dean of Students William 
Gilyard said that the inspectors 
would write up a proposal for the 
community to be safe and then the 
Board of Trustees would decide 
what is applicable and what’s not. 
Mr. Marciano said that the report 
would come in around three weeks. 
“Then we will have more recom-
mendations, and we will follow up 
with them,” Mr. Marciano said.  

 Mr.  Marciano sa id 
that the enhanced securities 
upgrade may or may not happen, 
depending on the final report 
and the decisions of the trustees. 
He explained that there might be 
cameras installed in the parking 
lots and at all the entrances.

He said they also might 
add a fob system for students 
to get  into locked doors. 

“And the fobs system, 
which we are experimenting 
with right now means that all the 
doors will be locked and students 
will be given card IDs to unlock 
the door,” Mr. Marciano said. 

Furthermore, Mr. Marciano 

said that there might be another 
guard during the day, from 7:00 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m., in addition 
to the guard that monitors the 
perimeter of the school at the 
present from 2:30 p.m. to 11 p.m.. 

He said that the new guard 
would monitor the parking lots 
and the buildings by walking 
around to make sure that the build-
ings and the students are safe. 

Mr. Marciano said that the 
new fob system for faculty was 
implemented six months ago. He 
also said that there weren’t any 
specific events that triggered the 
plan. “There has been a lot of 
national violence, and we want 
to be prepared for any poten-
tial danger,” Mr. Marciano said. 

Mr. Gilyard agreed that 
the security changes were not a 
response to any particular events. 
“Security has been on the minds of 
people for a long time since we have 
[had] an open campus,” he said. 

He expressed the concerns 
of people outside of the community 
walking straight through campus 
and school shootings happening 
elsewhere in the country. 

Mr. Marciano said that 
the fobs system may bring some 
inconveniences to students but 
the transition starting from last 
March was, in part, meant to see 
the reactions that members of the 
community would have toward 
the potential security system. 

Mr. Gilyard said that he 
understood there were rumors 
and thoughts about the secu-
r i ty  changes  on  campus . 

He stressed that nothing is 
certain at the moment, and that 

the school would need to look into 
it more once the report comes in. 

Mr. Gilyard explained that 
the idea behind leaving only the 
main doors open is to increase 
the chance of having someone 
at the school see whoever walks 
in. “So then, when someone we 
don’t know comes in, a faculty 
member at the school can come 
up to him and ask him what is 

Security secures 
school’s safety system

school dress code controversy

For the 2018 - 2019 school 
year, the composting program led 
by science teacher Lisa Bailey 
hopes to evolve on campus by 
getting students more involved 
and educated about composting. 

Compost is made from 
decomposed organic materials, 
such as kitchen waste and as a result 
is very rich in nutrients. There are 
many benefits of using compost in 
a garden including improved mois-
ture retention, weed control, vital 
nutrients, and disease prevention.  

There are also environ-
mental benefits such as reduced 
wa te r  usage ,  e l imina t ing 
the need for chemical addi-
tives, and reduction in trash. 

Ms. Bailey said that one of 
the challenges many composting 
programs face is not understanding 
how to effectively compost. One of 
the main goals of the green team 
this year, is to reeducate the KO 
community so that more good 
usable compost can be created. 

“Because people would 
consistently throw styrofoam ice 
cream cups in the composting bin, 
the community needs to be reedu-
cated about what can and what can’t 
be composted,” Ms. Bailey said. 

While foods like rich greens, 
coffee grounds, tea bags, fruits and 
vegetable scraps, and egg shells 
create a nutrient rich compost, items 
like meat, paper coffee cups, and 
newspaper cannot be composted. 

Ms. Bailey and the Green 
Team started the program three 
years ago. KO’s vision was to 
manage the composting at the 
school individually, rather than 

using a company to assist. At 
the time this was not feasible, so 
the community partnered with 
the company Blue Earth. This 
company made it possible for the 
pre consumer and post consumer 
compost from KO, to be broken 
down. Blue Earth used a digester 
to dismantle all that was given 
to them, and would then deliver 
the compost for the KO garden. 

Ms.  Bai ley said  that 
the initiative would not have 
been possible without the help 
of the SAGE dining crew.

As time progressed, it was 
collectively decided that the 
community should be involved 
to a greater extent. The partner-
ship with Blue Earth will be offi-
cially terminated this year, and 
the composting will be handled 
in a number of ways allowing 
the community to be more 
involved in the entire process. 

A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t 
improvement is the integration 
of composting, into the freshman 
science curriculum. “They will be 
learning and researching about all 
of the chemistry and science behind 
composting,” Ms. Bailey said.  

As composting is now 
going to be managed on the 
KO campus, this will afford 
the ninth grade students the 
opportunity to learn in the class-
room as well as outside of it. 

Freshman and the green 
team wil l  be researching, 
designing, and proposing plans 
to  approach an oncampus 
composting program. Using those 
proposals, the winning group 
will get to use their design and 
build their structure on their own. 

KOmposting 

by Casey Qi ‘19
by Bella Herz ‘21

“Security has 
been on the minds 
of people for a 
long time since 
we have [had] an 
open campus.”    

–Mr. Gilyard

going on,” Mr. Gilyard said. 
Mr. Gilyard said that faculty 

members have access to all the 
doors. “Faculties can help students 
gain access to doors if the students 
happen to be walking with them,” 
Mr. Gilyard said. “When there 
was the major rain the other day, 
I held the door open so that kids 
can go from one door to the next.”

Both Mr. Marciano and 
Mr. Gilyard said that the goal 
of the security changes is to 
make sure that students are safe 
on campus. “We do care about 
our students, and we want them 
to be safe,” Mr. Gilyard said. 

changes
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Committee reforms 
2018 midterm exams
by Ben Poulios ’19

Interim Director of the 
Upper School Carolyn McKee 
and a midterm committee 
decided how KO will approach 
midterms this year by laying out 
key goals, reviewing feedback, 
and talking to students over the 
course of the last several months. 

Toge the r,  t hey  have 
decided that midterms will take 
place the week before winter 
break, Dec. 10 to Dec. 14. 

The week before winter break 
will also be a no homework week. 

There will be two days of 
classes where English teachers can 
assess and then three days of exams. 

To make this decision, 
a committee was formed that 
consisted of several faculty 
,including Ms. McKee, science 
teacher Tim Allerton, English 
teacher David Hild,  Dean of 
Students and math teacher William 
Gilyard, math teacher Sandi Goss, 
and Spanish teacher Juan Martinez.

The committee’s goal when 
creating the plan for midterms 
was to maximize class time while 
minimizing the students’ stress. 

The committee decided 
to  avo id  t e s t ing  in  Jan .
because then students would 
be stressed and would feel like 
they had to study over break. 

All  these precautions 
didn’t prevent any stress though.

Last year, midterms took 
place over the course of the 

five weeks between Thanks-
giving break and winter break. 

The midterms were inte-
grated into the school day, so 
despite No Homework days 
in classes, students still had to 
attend class on the days of exams. 

Students had at least one 
midterm per week, depending 
on what courses they took.

 After midterms, the 
KO News sent out a survey 
asking students about their 
experience with midterms. 

The survey received 230 
responses from the students. 

The general feeling of the 
students was that the schedule didn’t 
do a good job of reducing student 
stress because going to exams 
and then class wasn’t productive. 

Many students reported that 
it was difficult to keep up with 
other classes when exams were 
happening at the same time. “It 
was stressful because we were 
studying for midterms and taking 
them while we also had other 
classes and assignments going 
on,” senior Amy Mistri said.

Students also had tests right 
before exams which meant that 
they didn’t get feedback on what 
they had been tested on before 
they took the exam for their class.

Ms. McKee made a summary 
of all the responses and presented 
them to the midterm committee. 
The midterm committee met a 
few times through February and 
March, and then the committee 

welcomed feedback from students.
Many students said they 

were mystified as to why KO would 
decide to implement midterms into 
the curriculum when the curric-
ulum was already so rigorous. 

Ms. McKee said that the 
reason was  college students had 
come back to visit KO and said 
that KO was not preparing students 
enough to take longer exams. 

College students said 
that by the time they went to 
college, they hadn’t taken finals 
in two years because of APs 
during junior year and then 
seniors don’t take final exams. 

There was also concern 
that final exam grades were lower 
because kids hadn’t been used to 
that kind of assessment before.

The only similar style 
of exam other than finals that 
students took were the AP exams. 
Midterms will still occur for AP 
classes because AP teachers feel 
like it’s important that they have 
time to administer a practice 
exam that is in the same style 
as the AP exam for each class.

Every year, Ms. McKee 
said she will try to improve the 
midterms to make the experi-
ence better for future students. 

She said that she values 
her role in the decision.“I think 
it’s important to continue to 
solicit  feedback and make 
[midterms] better,” Ms. McKee 
said. “I’m very hopeful that this 
will be better than last year.”

Symposium reaches new heights

Solomon saved 
by KO Alum 
by Casey Qi ’19

 
On the morning of August 

24, school librarian Nancy 
Solomon tripped and broke 
her arm while walking down 
Bishop Road. KO alum David 
Malone ’97, came to the rescue, 
by calling the school nurse and 
driving her to Hartford Hospital. 

Mrs. Solomon said that she 
was in a rush to get to a faculty 
meeting about the upcoming 
school year and that she wasn’t 
paying attention to the environ-
ment. She said that she tripped 
and dislocated her arm as it was 
bent in the wrong direction.

“I was hurt, and I couldn’t 
get up,” Mrs. Solomon said, “but 
after five minutes, a man with 
a big fluffy dog came walking 
down the block.” She said that 
the dog leaned against her in an 
effort to make her comfortable. 

Mr. Malone said that he was 
walking his dog down Bishop 
Road toward Mrs. Solomon when 
he saw her fall. “I saw Nancy get 
out of her car, supposedly walking 
to school, and landed on her arm,” 
Mr. Malone said. “It was a hard 
fall. I was 100 feet from her, and 
so I rushed over and tried to help”. 
He also said that he himself has 
tripped there – right between where 
the road meets the driveway – too. 

Mrs. Solomon said that Mr. 
Malone offered to call 911, but 
she politely refused as she did 
not want to cause any commo-
tion. She said that she asked for 

him to call the Front Desk Coor-
dinator Kimberley Miles instead. 
“He also offered to go get some 
water and Ibuprofen for me,” Mrs. 
Solomon said, “but I declined 
because I knew I had to go to the 
hospital and that I didn’t want him 
to leave me at a situation like that.” 

While he waited with Mrs. 
Solomon for someone from the 
school to come, they chatted 
about the school and his experi-
ences there. He said that he was 
quite nostalgic. “I bet she is a great 
librarian, and I think people are 
blessed to have her in their life,” 
Mr. Malone said. Mrs. Solomon 
said that Head Trainer Steven 
Cannata and Assistant Athletic 
Trainer Julie Richardson came 
later with a golf cart. They wrapped 
up her arm, and Mr. Malone drove 
her to Hartford Hospital in his car. 

Mrs. Solomon said that she 
was extremely grateful for Mr. 
Malone’s help. “He was really nice 
and just a great guy,” she said. “It 
was such a coincidence that he 
graduated from KO 20 years ago”.  

He also complimented 
Mrs. Solomon on her char-
acter. “I am impressed with 
the way she handled it,” Mr. 
Malone said. “It was remark-
able: Nancy didn’t cry, and she 
wasn’t even holding back tears.” 

“The students were very nice 
and offered to carry things and open 
doors for me,” she said. “They were 
nice before, but they have become 
even nicer and more careful 
since I have broken my arm.” 

by Ben Small  ’19 
 and Ben Poulios ’19

On Friday,  Sept .  14, 
Director of Service Quality at 
Otis Elevator Brian Frye spoke 
to this year’s Symposium class, 
elevating students’ understanding 
of vertical means of transport and 
the culture surrounding them.

The Symposium class is 
currently reading “The Intu-
itionist” by Symposium author 
Colson Whitehead. The novel 
follows the first woman of color 
elevator inspector: Lila Mae. Mr. 
Whitehead uses mystery, inspector 
culture, and a rift between elevator 
inspector ideologies to comment on 
more profound themes of societal 
otherization and racial exploitation.  

An engineer by training, 
Mr. Frye — English teacher Mela 
Frye’s husband — is an expert 
on all things elevator. He arrived 
in Symposium teacher Heidi 
Hojnicki’s classroom, novel-in-
hand, ready to share his knowl-
edge with 18 students who never 
knew how much they would 
enjoy talking about elevators 
for an hour and fifteen minutes.

“Usually I think engineers 
are always working in their heads, 
but Mr. Frye was able to express 
himself to the entire class,” senior 

Taline Norsigian said. “He taught 
us some basic mechanics of eleva-
tors and conveyed his passion for 
his job, which was really inspiring.”

Mr. Frye first discussed 
how elevators work. He told 
the class about governors and 
how they prevent an elevator 
f r o m  p l u m m e t i n g  d o w n 
the shaft if a cable breaks. 

“The conversation flowed 
very well, and Mr. Frye did a 

great job answering our ques-
tions completely,” senior Mia 
Seymour said. “He was very 
personable and made talking 
about elevators really interesting.”

Mr. Frye also commented 
on the fictionalized animosity 
between the Empiricists and the 
Intuitionists. In Whitehead’s novel, 
Empiricists inspect elevators based 

on empirical data whereas Intu-
itionists can “feel” what is wrong 

with an elevator and diagnose it 
without any measurements. To 
the class’ surprise, Mr. Frye said 
that “Intuitionists” exist in real 
life too. He said that experienced 
inspectors can merely lean against 
the wall as an elevator travels by. 

The slight vibrations can 
alert these real-life intuitionists 
to potential issues. Likewise, 

with the advance of technology, 
inspectors can simply use their 

cell phones in a traveling elevator 
to measure minute vibrations 
and spit out potential maladies.

“Mr. Frye was very knowl-
edgeable about elevators and 
provided the class with a lot of 
perspective that has proved useful in 
discussions,” senior Jason Meizels 
said. “He was very generous 
with his time and expertise.”

Mr. Frye also told the 
class about elevator inspector 
culture. As in the novel, inspec-
tors take great pride in their work, 
relishing the task of noticing 
tiny imperfections. He added 
that it is a male-dominated field.

Finally, Mr. Frye talked about 
the future of elevators. In “The 
Intuitionist,” there is a so-called 
“blackbox,” the perfect elevator, 
designed from an elevator’s 
perspective (whatever that means). 

Mr. Frye said that while 
no such thing exists, there 
are  potent ia l  advances in 
the  elevator industry: having 
multiple cars per shaft, having 
cars self-diagnose their prob-
lems, sideways moving elevators.

Most importantly, Mr. Frye 
resolved an age-old question: Does 
an elavator’s “close-door” button 
actually do anything? The answer is 
no. The button is only there for fire-
fighters and not the general public. 

Members the 2018-2019 Colson Whitehead Symposium class show off  their copies of “The Intuitionist” while posing 
with elavator engineer and expert Brian Frye in front of KO’s very own elavator. Photo courtesy of Heidi Hojnicki.
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Boys soccer stays unbeaten 
through tough competition

The boys soccer team 
opened their season at home in 
a scrimmage against Conard 
High School on Thursday, Aug. 
31. Head Coach Hikmet Aslan 
said the goal for this game was 
to get a gauge on the skillset and 
condition level of his players, 
especially his younger players.

This year’s team has 13 
new players that have no experi-
ence at the varsity level, yet the 
team still has one incredible asset 
which is youth. With the addi-
tion of eight freshman and three 
new sophomores to this team, 
this team has a great chance to 
be strong in years to come. Next 
year, the Wyverns will only lose 
two seniors on their 25 man roster. 

Coach Aslan is looking into 
the future regarding this team while 
still trying to instill a mindset of 
competing. One of Coach Aslan’s 
favorite sayings “earn your jersey” 
is ever so relevant this year as 
many roster spots are up for grabs.

The game against Conard 
finished in a 1-0 victory for KO and 
was the newcomers’ first chance to 
earn their jersey, or in the case of 
the returners, to protect it. Junior 
striker Nick Hamzavi scored the 
lone goal in the Wyverns’ season 
opener with a shot that was just 
able to creep inside the right post. 

C o a c h  A s l a n  w a s 
impressed with what he saw 
from his team during their first 
game. “We want to play. We 
want to be a team, and that’s a 
good thing,” Coach Aslan said. 

Additionally, Coach Aslan 
said one of the most beneficial 
parts about the scrimmage against 
Conard was that he was able to 
see his younger players play, 

as Coach Aslan and the Conard 
coach had made arrangements for 
returners to play against returners 
and newcomers to play against 
newcomers. Due to this, Coach 
Aslan said he was able to see the 
differences and discrepancies 
between the game of the younger 
players versus the returners. 
Coach Aslan said he realized it 
might be a process getting the 
newcomers accustomed to the 
high school varsity level, but he 
is still optimistic for the future.

The boys soccer team 
also traveled to Wethersfield 
High School on Saturday, Sept. 
1 to partake in a jamboree that 
consists of Wethersfield High 
School, Staples High School, 
and Tolland High School. This 
jamboree is in commemora-
tion of those lost on September 
11th. The jamboree consisted 

of three 30 minutes games.
The Wyverns opened up 

the jamboree with a 1-0 win 
against Staples High School, 
where sophomore midfielder 
Colin Ruiz scored the only goal. 
The boys soccer team also won 
the next game against Tolland 
High School with a score of 1-0, 
with the goal being provided by 
Hamzavi. The Wyverns concluded 
the jamboree with a 0-0 draw 
against Wethersfield High School. 

Coach Aslan said he couldn’t 
tell much about the team from just 
the short 30 minutes games, but he 
did say some things were obvious. 
He said that the team needs to 
develop another striker and also 
needs to figure out what formation 
works best for them. The jamboree 
was a very positive experience for 
the team. “When we play hard, 
we proved we could win,” sopho-

more defender Chris Sienko said.
On Wednesday, Sept. 5, 

the boys soccer team traveled to 
Hamden Hall where they came 
away with a 5-1 victory. Junior 
midfielder Niko Rodriguez scored 
the first goal of the game, and then 
Hamzavi scored another three 
goals. Senior midfield Captain 
Aidan Shea scored the final of the 
five goals. This was a dominating 
win for the Wyverns, but Coach 
Aslan doesn’t want to let his team 
get too comfortable since Hamden 
Hall is a division D school, where 
as the boys soccer team plays in 
the Founders League. Even though 
that was a game the team was 
supposed to win, it was still a great 
showing. “We started playing as a 
team, and you saw a good represen-
tation of what we can do,” junior 
midfielder Shane Dawson said.

On Saturday, Sept. 15, the 

Wyverns hosted Westminster. 
Despite playing with ten men for the 
majority of the game, the Wyverns 
prevailed as they kept their 
winning streak alive winning 2-0. 

Dawson scored the first goal 
of the game off a rebound from 
junior captain midfielder Jackson 
Wolff’s freekick, and later junior 
defender Kyler Dzielak put the 
ball into a scrum in the box off a 
free kick from half field where it 
went untouched and into the goal. 

“After the card we rallied 
together as a team,” Wolff said. 
“We kept our cool and composure 
and as a  result, learned from our 
mistake and responded with a great 
win and a great game for the team.” 
It seems that no obstacle was too 
large for  boys soccer as they were 
still able to win and score two goals 
even with ten men on the field.

Coach Aslan said he has 
liked what he has seen so far 
this season but he still wants his 
team to work hard, and continue 
to develop his younger players. 

“I’m trying to prepare 
the next Aslan,” Coach Aslan 
said, referring to his son, 
freshman striker Brio Aslan. 

Coach Aslan is trying to 
develop the future boys soccer 
team, one that will compete in the 
playoffs and encourage other great 
soccer players to come to KO. He  
said he believes that the addi-
tion of Assistant Coach Carmelo 
Lombardo will help the team. 

The players want to win but 
are also trying to have a great expe-
rience. Coach Aslan is developing a 
culture that extends past the soccer 
field, as he often joins his players 
at lunch. Coach Aslan isn’t only 
trying to develop a soccer team, 
but also a family that will continue 
to grow and improve in the future.Junior defender Kyler Dzielak goes for a header against Canturbury School. Photo courtesy of Michael Aronson ‘18

by Nick Traver ’20

qualities that stand in 
stark contrast to those of Trump.  
Regardless of whether or not you 
agreed with his politics, there is 
no question that Obama’s admin-
istration was not as dysfunctional 

as the Trump administration and 
never promoted hatred and fear.  

Former President Obama 
was a symbol of hope for many 
,and his morality was admirable. 

While his silence on Trump’s 
administration was respectable 
and, in a way, impressive due to all 
of the racist comments Trump has 
made, it was time to end the silence. 

Obama is a leader who 
is looked up to by many, and as 
the former president he has such 
a huge platform not only in the 
nation, but also around the world. 
His words are incredibly impactful. 

Following a tradition of 
respectful silence is appropriate 
when the issues are related to 
policy – but not when they are 
related to fundamental human 
rights and respect for others.

Obama had every right 
to call out Trump by name and 
disapprove of his tactics because 
Trump’s actions will have long-
lasting consequences on the nation 
and its democratic institutions. 

Many of Trump’s inner 
circle have now pled guilty to 
crimes; Trump’s possible collu-
sion with Russia and tolerance of 

Continued from page 4.

years before he was a presi-
dential candidate, let’s take a look 
at what he said of McCain at the 
Family Leadership Summit in 
Iowa in 2015, when he seemed to 
have solidified his stance, saying: 
“He’s not a war hero, he was a war 
hero because he was captured. I 
like people who weren’t captured.” 
This disgusting disrespect and 
belittlement of an American 
hero and lifelong public servant 
is exactly the type of moronic 
hypocrisy that makes Trump and 
many of his supporters’ outrage 
over Nike’s use of Colin Kaepe-
rnick, a man whose only crime 
was to peacefully kneel during the 
national anthem, nothing more 
than a pitiful joke. In addition to 
being incredibly insulting to John 
McCain personally, the comments 
are also offensive to the approxi-
mately 2,500 American prisoners 
of war from Vietnam to the present 

day. Strange words from a man 
who claims to “love the troops.”

In conclusion, Nike’s ad 
featuring Colin Kaepernick was 
nothing more than a prominent 
company using their platform to 
show support for an athlete and 
human being who has stood up for 
his beliefs even when his job was 
in jeopardy. The foolish individ-
uals who are choosing to burn Nike 
gear in response to the ad that they 
misinterpret as being anti-military 
are merely misinformed of the 
facts on the issue and are choosing 
to represent that misinformation 
in a provocative way. This blind 
outrage is indicative of the current 
climate in which any piece of 
information – news or otherwise 
– is often taken as fact without 
being properly scrutinized. There-
fore, I urge all those reading this 
piece to check and double check 
information that they are provided, 
regardless of the source so they 
are not perceived as ignorant.

Continued from page 6.

Kaepernick

Former Presi-
dent Obama was 
a symbol of hope 
for many, and 
his morality was 
admirable. 

their meddling in our election is 
potentially treasonous; Trump’s 
attacks on women, minorities, the 
environment, free trade, the poor 
and the press will possibly do 
irreparable harm to our country.   

Politicians who encourage 
corruption, ignorance and dishon-
esty are dangerous to America. 

It is crucial to have as many 
reliable and respected people as 
possible do their duty and speak out. 

 This is exactly why it was 
absolutely necessary for Obama 
to break his silence. He under-
stands that it is crucial to elect 
new leaders who will protect 
our democracy from racists, 
corrupt leaders and those who 
are willing to compromise basic 
values to further their political 
agendas and their own ambitions.  

To be silent now is to be 
complicit and if I were former 
President Obama, I too would 
have chosen justice over tradi-
tion and action over silence.

Breaking tradition
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The football team hit the 
ground running this season, with 
two strong preseason perfor-
mances and an emphatic 40-6 
win over Cushing, the first win 
in a season opener in years.

In preseason, the team faced 
up against Windsor Locks High 
School and held them to zero points 
with a very strong offensive game. 

The team then went up 
against Canterbury School and 
also had a strong offensive 
game and held them scoreless.

Senior wide receiver Kyren 
Petteway said that the team’s 
defense is very strong and could be 
a force to reckon with this season. 

This year, the team has 
shifted over to a new league, the 
Evergreen League, and is looking 
to make a big splash in it as well. 

The  p rev ious  l eague 
they were in, the Fairchester 
League, had been falling apart, 
and only a select few teams 
were able to play in it this year. 

Head Coach Jason Martinez 
said all he hopes for is to be 
competitive every game this year. 
“We want to just be competi-
tive,” he said. “We obviously 
hope to win every game but we 
just have to be competitive each 
game. We know there are some 

good teams in this league. We are 
happy to be a part of this league.” 

Assistant Coach William 
Gilyard said he agreed with 
what Coach Martinez said. 

Coach Gilyard said when 
the team was invited to the 
league, they were very happy

As for what to expect 
from our Wyverns this year, 
there really is no clear answer. 

The team looks strong this 
year, based on the results of their 
two scrimmages and victory over 
Cushing, but coaches say it’s tough 
to know the caliber of the teams 
they are going to face, considering 
it is their first year in the league. 

C o a c h  G i l y a r d  s a i d 
there are two or three games 
that are going to be tough. 

Jun io r  runn ing  back 

Winston Ware said the team is 
looking forward to their season. 
“We’re all anxious. We have 
been waiting on this for a while 
and we’re ready to showcase 
our talent this year,” Ware said. 

C o a c h  G i l y a r d  s a i d 
this year the team has more 
veterans in key posit ions. 

“We have a good group of 
young players and the team just 

gets along well with each other 
this year,” Coach Gilyard said. 

Coach Gilyard also said 
that it’s great to see the younger 
players step up and want to be 
leaders because then it makes 
the even younger athletes on 
the team want to lead as well. 

Coach Martinez said the team 
looks to make the school proud.

As a team, their mantra is to 
be your best self on and off the field. 
The team also believes in being 
together, connecting like a family, 
and coming to work everyday. 

“[They] come prepared 
to work,” Coach Gilyard said. 

Senior  defensive end 
Josh Leshem said the team is 
looking good this year because 
they have a lot of experienced 
starters. “It’s really the first 
time this has happened since 
we won the championship a 
couple years back,” Leshem said. 

Coach Mar t inez  sa id 
the team is looking better 
due to the work they have 
put in during the offseason. 

“You can tell the serious-
ness they have for the season by 
the work they put in during the 
offseason,” Coach Martinez said.

Coach Gilyard agreed with 
Coach Martinez, saying a lot of 
the players are in better shape 
and look ready for the season. 

G i r l s  v a r s i t y  f i e l d 
hockey looks to keep their 
wins coming after a strong 
5-3 victory over Canterbury 
School on Saturday, Sept. 15.

The team had a rough start, 
losing their first three games on the 
road, although they were nail-biters 
that could have gone either way..

This year, the team has only 
one senior and one junior,  so the 
majority of the team is very young. 

Senior midfielder Captain 
Mia Seymour said being the only 
senior on the team is kind of 
bittersweet. “It’s sad that I have 
no one else in my class to share 
the sport with, but on the flip side 
it has given me the opportunity 
to take on a lot of responsibility 
with the team,” Seymour said. 

H o w e v e r ,  S e y m o u r 
said she wouldn’t  change 
b e i n g  t h e  o n l y  s e n i o r . 

“It has pushed me to form 
close relationships with the 
underclassmen and allowed me to 
develop into a position of leader-
ship for the team,” Seymour said. 

Sophomore midfielder 
Victoria Swanson said having 
only two upperclassman is defi-
nitely a struggle sometimes. “Our 
captain, Mia Seymour, who is our 
only senior is so amazing, and 
we can’t thank her enough for 

by Sean James ’19

by Sean James ’19

Wyverns start season strong 
while competing in new league 

Field Hockey builds young team 
Senoir wide reciever Kyren Pettaway leaps for the ball scoring a dramatic touchdown. Photo by Michael Aronson ’19.

Senior midfielder Mia Seymour races down the field against Wilbraham & Monson. Photo taken by Ali Meizels ’19.

all she does,” she said. “Overall, 
having two upperclassmen 
doesn’t change our team because 
everyone has a big role to play and 
it does not fall on one person.”.

Seymour said with four 
games under their belt the team is 
starting to play cohesively and for 
each other rather than as individ-
uals. They all hope to continue to 

build on that vibe and have it carry 
on through the rest of the season. 

Seymour said she is incred-
ibly excited for this season because 
she feels like she has a lot to give 
to her team. “Last year was my 
first year as captain, and I learned 
how to best communicate, advo-
cate, and play for my teammates, 
so I’m ready to carry that over 

to this season,” Seymour said. 
Jun io r  fo rward  Alex 

D’Addabbo said she is looking 
forward to the team bonding that 
the team will happen this year. 

Swanson said she is looking 
forward to all the games and 
just playing one of her favorite 
sports with a group of girls who 
feel like sisters. “Field Hockey 

is one big family, and I can’t 
wait for the rest of the season 
with them,” Swanson said. 

Seymour said she thinks 
the goal as a team is to have a 
winning season and play in the 
Class B Tournament at the end of 
Nov. “More importantly, though,, 
I think we all hope to improve 
as a group in our speed, skill, 
and resiliency,” Seymour said.. 

D’Addabbo said the team 
all shares that common goal 
of just wanting to win games. 

Swanson said everyday in 
practice they are reminded that 
they are a varsity program and 
that they need to show other teams 
that. “We also always talk about 
supporting each other and learning 
from our mistakes,” Swanson said. 

Seymour said that she 
as well as the coaches were 
very impressed with the skill 
levels of the younger athletes.   

The team added over 10 
new freshmen to the team this 
year, and although it has taken 
some practice to get used to 
playing with each other, they 
have all meshed well and bene-
fitted immensely from their play. 

“I also couldn’t be more proud 
of each of our returning sopho-
mores, over 10 as well, who all 
came back with greatly improved 
skills and a desire to contribute 
to the team,” Seymour said.. 
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Sydney 
Smith

Players of the
Moment:

Senior boys cross country Captain 
Thomas Betts. Photo by Ali Meizels’19.

by James Amell ’20 and             
Kush Kataria ’20

senior Thomas Betts
and sophomore Sydney Smith

Thomas 
Betts

Senior Thomas Betts, in 
his third year on the varsity cross 
country team, has stepped up to 
be a leader and captain. He has 
been running since seventh grade 
and has been on the team since 
freshman year. “I have really 
enjoyed running at KO,” said Betts. 

Betts enjoys cross country 
for many reasons: one of them 
being that it is simply a way to get 
outside. “It is a lot of fun running 
at the reservoir and competing 
with my teammates during prac-
tice and meets,” said Betts.   

Betts takes the role as a 
captain very seriously. “Tom 
has been a good leader espe-
cially in the summer training 
and overall leadership,” Head 
Coach Fritz Goodman said.  

Junior runner Will Burstein 
said he agreed. “Tom is a hard-

working and dedicated captain 
and has been trying to motivate 
the other runners on the team.”

The team is in a rebuilding 
year, so every practice counts. 
“Preseason was successful,” Betts 
said. “We had good attendance, 
particularly from new members 
of the team which is not always 
the case. Which has allowed us to 
get further along in our training 
than would be possible otherwise.”

Betts said that he believes 
that joking around helps to lighten 
the mood, but working hard 
and encouraging one another 
is what makes the team close. 
“I try to bring the team together 
by making practices fun while 
still training seriously,” he said. 

Betts said he is excited for 
the season. “I am really looking 
forward to the Marianapolis 
Invitational on September 26 
and the Shaler Invitational at 
Williston Northampton the 
following week,” he said.

B e t t s  s a i d  h e  i s 
familiar with the courses this 
season.“They both have great 

courses and tough competition.” 
He said he hopes that 

later on in the season when he 
hits his stride he will be able to 
beat his 2017 Division III New 
England’s time of 19:31.  He 
dropped over three minutes from 
his 2016 New England’s time, 
an impressive improvement.

As the season starts to 
ramp up with meets, the team 
hopes that Betts will continue to 
lead the team and run even faster. 

Sophomore outside hitter 
Sydney Smith is a force to be 
reckoned with on the volley-
ball court. While she is a young 
player, her skill should not be 
underestimated. Smith is a vital 
part of KO’s volleyball team and 
is crucial to their success.This year 
she has an even bigger role than 

last year, and her presence is felt 
every game. Her skill level is years 
beyond her age as she continues to 
get better as the season progresses. 

H e a d  C o a c h  S c o t t 
McDonald said that she is very 
talented, but she doesn’t show 
it off. He said she is competi-
tive and hard working. “She 
embodies everything we strive 
to do,” Coach McDonald said.  
“She is hard working, committed, 
talented, and a great team player.” 

Smith also plays for the 
high performance (HP) team 
at the Husky Volleyball club. 
She started playing in the fall of 
eighth grade and fell in love with 
the sport. She hopes to play in 
college and loves playing for KO. 
“I love the community aspect of 
the team,” Smith said. “Everyone 
is kind and encouraging.”

She added that she loved 
playing with her sister, alumna 
Emma Smith ’18, last year on the 
team. Smith said that her personal 
goal for the season is to always 
be positive and help players learn 
and grow as much as she can. 

Senior Captain Madi Henry 
said that Sydney is always posi-
tive and knows what she’s talking 
about. “She is always there to 
give tips and help teammates on 
technical things,” Henry said. 

Coach McDonald said that 
she has become a much stronger 
hitter since last year. He said 
that through her work ethic and 
dedication she will continue to 
become more consistent. “She 
is already emerging as a positive 
leader on the team, and I think 
this will naturally continue into 
formal leadership roles on the 
team,” Coach McDonald said. 
“She is vital to the team’s success.”

She is carrying on the 
Smith legacy in the KO volleyball 
program as she dominates on the 
court. She also impressively plays 
two other varsity sports while 
juggling her school work, as well. 
One might call her a superwoman 
or simply incredible at the very 
least as she continues to improve 
and surprise her opponents with 
her remarkable skill and effort that 
she brings to the table every day. 

Girls Soccer struggles through rough 
stretch, looks to turn things around

Despite tough losses and 
draws, the girls varsity soccer team 
looks to learn from past defeats and 
to improve going into the season.  

The team opened their 
season against Suffield High 
School on Wednesday, Sept. 5. 
The end result was a 1-1 draw, 
but the team showed a lot of resil-
ience in that game.  After trailing 
for about 30 minutes, they were 
able to tie the game in the final ten 
minutes with a goal from sopho-
more midfielder Isabel Jacobson.

Head Coach Tracy Deeter 
said her take away from that 
game was that they need to work 
on offense during practice. She 
also said that this first game was 
a good example to her predomi-
nantly young team what the 
high school level is like. “That 
game served as an eye-opener 
on how fast paced the game is 
going to be, how fitness plays 
a big role,” Coach Deeter said. 

The Wyverns then faced 
a tough opponent at Pomfret 
School on Friday, Sept. 7 where 

they lost 1-0. Despite what the 
scoreboard said, the Wyverns 
viewed that game as a posi-
tive game for them. Pomfret has 
been known to be one of, if not 
the, best class B school, and KO 
hung with them the entire game. 

Accord ing  to  s en io r 
defender captain Nicole Genga, the 
entirety of the game was very well 
played, especially defensively, and 
the only downside was an unlucky 
goal. Even though the game 

ended in a loss for the Wyverns, 
the game against Pomfret wasn’t 
even supposed to be close, espe-
cially due to the inexperience of 
the KO team. So the fact that the 
wyverns were able to fight tooth 
and nail until the last whistle 
with a very good team gives a lot 
of people hope about what this 
young squad can do this season.

The girls soccer team then 
traveled to Rye, N.Y. to face off 
against School of the Holy Child 

where they just came up, short 
losing 3-2. Despite the loss, 
junior Jamie Scarpantonio had 
a good showing as she was able 
to net two goals for the wyverns.

Other than winning games 
and improving, the team has a 
very simple goal, which is to have 
fun. Genga and her fellow captains 
are making it their goal to make 
this season as fun and positive 
as possible. “We want to make 
practice a fun thing,” Genga said. 
“We don’t want people to feel 
like it’s a requirement.” Senior 
goalkeeper Captain Charlotte Cyr 
also has a similar idea of what she 
wants out of her final season as a 
Wyvern. “I want to have fun this 
season, stay positive, and try to 
have a great experience,” said Cyr.

The seniors are trying to 
create a culture this year of posi-
tivity while still working hard. 
“It’s such a better vibe this year,” 
Genga said. She said that this team 
has a very good energy this year, 
and the captains are really trying 
to encourage the younger players 
and not allow them to lose sight of 
their love for the game. The seniors 

believe with better encourage-
ment and lots of positive energy 
that the team will be able to win 
games as there will be great team 
chemistry. In fact, Genga said 
that you could tell that the flow 
of the team is very different than 
last year, and that people aren’t 
stressed or worried when they 
have the ball due to the encour-
agement from their teammates.

This girls soccer team has 
made the playoffs for two of 
the past three years and is defi-
nitely looking to make a return 
after not making the playoffs 
last year, as they are approaching 
this season in a different way. 

This season is focused on 
the practice field as the captains 
are trying to develop chemistry 
and positive energy while Coach 
Deeter is trying to instill the idea 
of competition in her players. “Our 
main goal is for the girls to learn 
how to compete against each other 
at practice,” Coach Deeter said. 

The team is trying to do all 
of the little things right; they hope 
that their work ethic and posi-
tivity will help them win games.

by Nick Traver ’20

Sophomore volleyball player Sydney Smith. Photo 
by Ali Meizels ’19.

Senior Goalkeeper Charlotte Cyr punts the ball. Photo by David Newman.



20 FRIDAY
September 28, 2018 Sports FRIDAY

September 28, 2018 21
Boys and girls cross country take 
off right out of the starting gates

The boys and girls cross 
country teams have had strong 
starts to their seasons. Although 
the teams have only competed in 
a couple of meets, both teams are 
ready to leap into the busy season. 

In the beginning of the 
season, when both teams had 
to deal with the summer heat, 
they were also trying to build 
the team’s chemistry. “We are 
trying to build a sense of coma-
raderie and inclusion for the 
newer members of the team,” 
Head Coach Tricia Watson said. 

Coach Watson added that 
both the boys and girls teams are 
welcoming and come together 
to form one strong group that 
meets and practices together. 
Coach Watson also wanted to 
highlight both the girls and boys 
captains, seniors Taline Norsigian 
and Thomas Betts. “They have 
used high school to transition 
into strong experienced runners 
and are able to keep the team 
calm and welcoming,” she said.

The teams competed in their 
first meet at the Choate Rosemary 
Hall Cross Country Invitational on 
Saturday, Sept. 15. For the girls, 
returner sophomore Jaden Paldino 
posted a strong result with a time 
of 27 minutes, 9 seconds, followed 

by seniors Amanda Bucknam 
and Norsigian with respect-
able times of 30:10 and 30:30. 

The invitational also had a 
novice race where new runners 
were able to show their speed. 
Freshman Olivia Reynolds 
posted a quick time of 25:04 
followed by  freshman Stella 
Risinger with a time of 29:34.

The boys team also had a 

strong showing at the meet with 
freshman Kevin Graziosi coming 
in second in the novice race. Betts 
said he was impressed with Grazio-
si’s race. “I would like to high-
light Kevin because it is his first 
year of high school cross country, 
and he is having a great season 
and showing a lot of potential.” 

Although the meet was non-
scoring it allowed the newer runners 

to gain some experience before 
the Canterbury Cross Country 
Invitational on Saturday Sept. 22. 

At the race, the girls team 
came in 11th with Reynolds leading 
the Wyverns with a time of 24:02 
followed by Paldino 25:38, and 
freshman Stella Risinger 26:56.

In the boys race, the 
Wyverns were led by Graziosi 
who continued to run fast with a 

time of 20:00 quickly followed by 
Betts (20:14), and Pinkes (20:41). 

Betts said that he was 
proud of the team’s progress so 
far this year and wanted to high-
light junior Ethan Pinkes. “Ethan 
has come back to cross country 
after being injured last year and 
is doing really well,” Betts said. 

The boys team credited 
a lot of their success to a strong 
preseason. “This year we had good 
attendance, particularly from new 
members of the team which is not 
always the case,” Betts said. He 
continued that it allowed the team 
to get further along in training 
than would be otherwise possible.

Not only does Betts want 
to train hard, but he also wants 
to keep the sport enjoyable. “I 
try to bring the team together 
by making practices fun.” 

He added that lightening 
the mood while simultaenously 
working hard and encouraging 
one another makes the team closer.

Although the boys team 
is going through a rebuilding 
year with only six returning 
runners, Head Coach Fritz 
Goodman hopes that they will 
encourage the new runners on 
the trails and lead by example. 

Coach Goodman said that 
he expects the team to work as 
hard as they can no matter what.

Volleyball off to smashing start 
despite being faced with injuries

The varsity volleyball 
team started its season strong 
with two play days on Sept. 1 
at Glastonbury High School 
and on Sept. 12 at the Loomis 
Chaffee School where they scrim-
maged against multiple teams. 

At  Glastonbury High 
School, they played a lot of 
talented public schools teams 
and got a chance to look at new 
players. Then, at Loomis, the 
team played against other private 
school teams in their league.The 
girls won an impressive three out 
of the four games they played. 

Compared to last year, 
the team is smaller with only 
11 players, seven of whom are 
returning and four new players 
(two juniors and two freshmen). 

H e a d  C o a c h  S c o t t 
McDonald said that this year the 
girls have positive team energy 
and really enjoy being together. 
They are enthusiastic and 
talented. “We are very capable 
offensively, particularity with 
our outside hitting,” he said. 

Though the team has had a 
rocky start in terms of injuries, they 
did great in the series of quick 25 
minute scrimmages at the Loomis 
Chaffee School against other 
private schools. Senior Captain 
Madi Henry said that the team is 
always positive and supporting, 
but needs to work on their tech-
nical skills and communication. 
“Our goal this season is to stay 
positive the whole season and try 
our hardest to compete against 
tougher schools,” Henry said. 

Coach McDonald said that 
the team strives to play a high level 
of volleyball in every match. He 
said that the team needs to work 
on their passing, but are in a posi-
tion to have a good season. “We 
have the capability to be effec-
tive in blocking since we have 
good height in the middle of the 
court,” Coach McDonald said. 

Henry said that the team 
is more positive this year which 
inspires players to be better. “The 
new players are adjusting to the 
team really well,” she said. “They 
have really clicked with the team.”

The team is very hopeful for 

the upcoming season. “I was very 
impressed on how well the team 
did in the Loomis playday,” soph-
omore Sydney Smith said. “I think 
we will do really well this season.”

by Kush Kataria ’20

by Jamie Amell ’20

Sophmore Madeline Thiessen runs strong for the KO girls cross country team. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

Sophomore Sydney Smith spikes the ball. Photo by Ali Meizels ’19.

“We have the 
capability to 
be effective 
in blocking 
since we have 
good height 
in the middle 
of the court.”

– Coach 
McDonald


