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Convocation inspires intellectual curiosity

Bolokada brings joy to KO community

On Sept. 3 the Convoca-
tion ceremony officially launched 
the new school year as KO 
prepares to celebrate both its 
110th anniversary as well as 50 
years as a co-educational school. 

The Dux Prize for highest 
GPA from each form was awarded 
to seventh-graders Ysabel Albert, 
Sasha Dausey, Liliana Goldman, 
and Azul Montiel, eighth-grader 
James Livingstone, freshman 
Maggie Dwyer, sophomore 
Emma Levinbook, junior Emma 
Henry, and senior Esha Kataria. 

Class flags were also given 
to students from the Upper Prep 
and the senior class with the most 
community service hours. This 
year’s recipients were Upper Prep 
students Wade Crowther and Abbie 
Wildstein and seniors Amelia 
Levine and Emily Lemkuil. 

In another Convocation 
tradition, the class shield was 
presented to the senior class Presi-

dent Spencer Schaller and senior 
class Vice President Wes Pierce. 

Senior Head Prefect Juanita 
Asapokhai opened the assembly. 
Her speech, which compared high 
school to learning how to drive, 
provided insights for both the 
freshman class and the school as a 
whole. “I wanted to emphasize the 
importance of being in the driver’s 
seat,” she said. “That is being in 
control of your experience in high 
school. I think it’s really easy for us 
at this age to be led by our parents 
and our advisors and just check off 
boxes, but if you choose not to do 
that and be more present, you’ll 
yield a lot more benefits from high 
school than you would otherwise.” 

Juanita said that she wants 
the freshman class to be as involved 
as possible. “I encourage everyone 
to embrace our community,” she 
said. “Connect with others, don’t 
let yourself live in isolation.”

Senior Speaker Jacqui 
Oulette shared similar sentiments, 
advising students to experience 

new things while also pursuing 
their own interests. “Take time 
to enjoy yourself and culti-
vate parts of your life that actu-
ally make you happy,” she said. 

Reflecting on her own 
freshman year, Jacqui said that she 
hopes the freshmen also keep their 
health in mind during the chaos of 
high school. “Prioritize your health 

over your work, don’t burn your-
self out because it’s really easy to 
do that in your transition,” she said.

Head of School Tom Dillow 
also gave a speech stressing the 
importance of one of KO’s core 
values: intellectual curiosity. Mr. 
Dillow showed the school a video 
of a baby’s heightened interest in 
unfamiliar objects as opposed to 

toys, and used it to encourage 
students to have the same attitude 
towards new things. “I think one 
of the greatest dangers or threats 
to our future is if we become 
apathetic, if we no longer are 
curious about the world around 
us,” he said. “But there is a 
concern out there, I think, about 
the extent to which the average 
American understands the rest of 
the world, as well to understand 
the world around us, so I think 
it’s really important,” he said. 

Mr. Dillow explained that 
he especially wants to encourage 
intellectual curiosity because it is 
often overlooked compared to our 
other core values. “Yet I think it’s 
at the heart of why we exist as a 
school and what we hope for our 
students,” he said. As with every 
year, Mr. Dillow also wanted to 
remind students to be consid-
erate of each other and promote 
a sense of belonging. “Be kind 
and be good to each other,” he 
said, welcoming students back. 

On Friday, Sept. 20, Bolo-
kada Conde, master djembe 
drummer, shared his passion 
with the entire KO commu-
nity through music, song, and 
dance at the annual all-school 
Goodman Banks assembly.

Bolokada was born in 
Kissidougou, Guinea and was 
recognized as a djembe prodigy 
at a young age. “I started playing 
long, long time ago,” said Bolo-
kada. “My mom told me I was 
two years old.” After becoming 
lead soloist of Les Percussions de 
Guinée, his country awarded him 
the prestigious title of Minister of 
Culture. Since 2004, Bolokada 
has traveled the world, sharing 
his love of drumming and music, 
visiting more than 70 countries. 

Bolokada especially enjoys 
visiting schools and working 
with young students when he 
travels. “I like giving my culture 

because it’s very important for 
everybody to build good relation-
ships and make people smile and 
happy,” said Bolokada. “That’s 
what I am happy to share.”

Creative arts teacher Wayne 
Pierce has had the responsibility 
of choosing the Goodman Banks 
artist for the past five years. 
“The process to get Bolokada 
to KO started a year ago when 
the woman who acts as his host 
sent around information about 
bringing him to schools,” said Dr. 
Pierce. Bolokada stands out from 
previous Goodman Banks artists 
because of his unique portfolio 
as a musician, storyteller, and 
cultural ambassador. “Someone 
who comes from another conti-
nent really shows us a different 
way of life,” said Dr. Pierce. 

In the week leading up to 
Friday’s assembly, Bolokada 
worked with the seventh-grade 
and eighth-grade choir, the sixth-
graders, the Upper School concert 
choir, and the Upper School jazz 
band. With the all school assembly 
to conclude the week, Bolo-
kada worked with every single 
student at Kingswood Oxford. 

The assembly began at 
9:00 a.m. with a slideshow of 
pictures from Bolokada’s village 
in Guinea. Students were intro-
duced to Ashley Jones, a friend 
of Bolokada’s and a teacher of 
traditional West African dance. 
Dancers left with Ms. Jones while 
Bolokada treated the audience to 
a fast paced and lively drum solo. 

Bolokada invited students 
on stage to play the 35 djembe 
drums and taught them a song that 
included not only the drum beat 
but also lyrical music. Juniors Issy 
Rome and Ethan Raisner described 
this as an exhilarating and exciting 
experience. The audience joined 
in clapping along to the beat.

Ms. Jones and the dancers 
returned to join the drummers 
adorned in traditional West 
African head wraps and skirts. 
They performed a dance led by Ms. 
Jones and featuring African dance 
moves. Junior Sadie Margolis was 
one of the students that joined Ms. 

Jones on stage. “It was really cool 
to try a new form of dance from 
a different country,” said Sadie. 

An especially exciting part 
of the assembly was when all of the 
teachers were invited on stage to 
play with Bolokada. Some faculty 
and staff sat down at the drums 
and grabbed a pair of drumsticks, 
while others joined Ms. Jones to 
dance at center stage. By the end 
of their performance, the entire 
student body was on their feet. 
History teacher Peter Jones was 
one of the teachers to join in on 
the fun. “There is a lot of posi-
tive energy and people having 
fun,” said Mr. Jones. “If his goal 
was to spread joy, he achieved it.” 

The assembly concluded 
with an opportunity to ask Bolo-
kada questions; students inquired 
about his childhood, his traditional 
African apparel, and his incredible 
djembe skill. Overall, students 
agreed it was a particularly spir-
ited and energy-filled assembly. 

by Sloan Duvall ’21

by Cici Chagnon ’21

Mr. Dillow speaks about the importance of intellectual curiosity in students at 
the Convocation assembly. Photo by Aiden Borruso ’20.

Bolokada displays djembe skills. 
Photo courtesy of Mrs. Semmelrock.
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Prefects, freshmen boogie down
by  Esha Kataria ’20

 On Friday, Sept. 20, freshmen and 
sophomores gathered in the Mead Dining 
Hall for a classic tradition—the Prefect 
Dance—in which the 12 senior prefects 
hosted incoming freshmen, welcoming 
them to the start of the school year. 

This year, Form 3 Dean Danielle 
Hoff left it up to the prefects if they wanted 
to do a dance or some other activity, and 
everyone unanimously was eager to orga-
nize a dance. “The dance has been a 
Form 3 tradition, and inviting Form 4 has 
started to become one too,” Ms. Hoff said. 

The prefects decorated the dining 
hall with white streamers and balloons. 
The Parent Association helped with 
snacks and water bottles. The DJ was 
hired from Entertainment Unlimited, a 
company KO uses for their school dances. 

Ms. Hoff said that the importance of 
the dance was so freshmen could experience a 
high school dance and have a way to socialize. 
“It is a good way to prepare for home-
coming dances and other dances, and allows 
them to meet some other kids,” she said. 

Dean of Students Will Gilyard said 
he agreed that the dance is a momentous 
occasion for the freshman class. “It is 
an opportunity to come together, have a 
good time, and have some fun,” he said. 

In deciding the theme for the 
dance, the prefects had some choices. 
“So we were bouncing around a couple 
of ideas and we did a poll with our advi-
sees. It was between decades and white-
out,” Senior Prefect Jenna Blocher said. 

Ultimately, the prefects collec-

tively decided to have a white-out theme. 
“We tried to take into consideration what 
students would find interesting and was 
not too difficult to achieve,” Head Prefect 
Juanita Asapokhai said. “We wanted to make 
sure getting an outfit would not be a reason 
a student chose not to attend a dance.”

 Juanita said that the dance brought 
back memories from her freshman year. 

“My freshman dance was the best 
dance I have been to, and it was fun 
because you are getting to know everyone 
around you,” she said. “The freshman 
dance is the first opportunity for freshmen 
to get together in a purely social environ-
ment, fun and carefree engagement.” 

Jenna said she agreed that it was 
a great time. “I was so happy to be back 
there again as a prefect,” she said. “It gave 
me an opportunity to bond more with 
my advisees and my fellow prefects.”

 The freshmen seemed to enjoy the 
event as well. “The dance was really fun and 
it definitely was a night that I will always  
remember,” freshman Abigail Baier said. 

Freshman Hailey Williams said 
that she had a splendid time. “I would 
highly recommend the next one to 
all the incoming freshmen,” she said. 

When asked about the night, freshman 
Eli Brandt said he agreed that it was a 
fun one. “Though it was a little hot, the 
dance was a good way to hang out with 
friends to kick off freshman year,” he said. 

According to freshman Eve Repp, 
the dance had its pros and cons. “I 
thought the dance, even though crowded, 
was super fun and a good experience 
to have for the start of freshman year.” 

KO educates about equity
by Esha Kataria ’20

On Tuesday, Aug. 27, KO orga-
nized this year’s SPHERE event, hosting 
over 200 educators and cultivating 
discussion around how schools can 
better address hate and bias incidents. 

Founded in the 1970s, SPHERE 
is  a  consor t ium of  independent 
schools in the Greater Hartford area 

For freshman Lucia Castro, the 
dance surpassed her expectations. 
“It was so much more fun and enter-
taining than I thought it would be, and it 

was a great way to socialize,” she said.
Freshman Quinn Kearney said 

that the energy in the room felt electric. 
“The DJ did a great job with the songs, 
and overall the dance was fire,” she said.

Other prefects said they agreed that 

the dance was a success. “It was a great 
way for freshmen to get to know each other 
better,” senior Marwynn Somridhivej said. 
“It was also good that we’ve invited Form 4 

to get to know their fellow underclassmen.” 
Senior Alyssa Pilecki said she agreed 

that it was a fun and memorable night. “The 
dance serves as a way for the incoming 
freshman to be officially introduced to 
the community here at KO,” she said.

Six senior prefects smiling for the camera in excitement after this years successful freshman dance 
wearing white to participate in this years theme of “white out” Photo by Cai Kuivila ’20.

that collaborates on programs dedi-
cated to solving equity issues.  

Some of those schools include 
Renbrook  School ,  E the l  Walker 
School,  Suffield Academy, West-

m i n s t e r ,  a n d  L o o m i s  C h a f f e e . 
Head of School Thomas Dillow 

said that SPHERE has evolved in creating 
programming that focuses on diver-
sity, cultural equity, and inclusivity. 

“ I t  h a s  g r o w n  s i n c e  a n d 
become more robust ,  with addi -
tion of deeper commitment,” he said.

Every year, one of the schools 
hosts an opening and mid-year event. 

This year, KO took the lead and invited 
representatives from the CT chapter of the 
Anti-Defamation League (ADL) to speak. 

ADL representatives Marji Lipshez-
Shapiro and Michelle Pincince presented 

a talk about how schools can respond 
to bias and hate incidents and further 
create safe and brave spaces at schools. 

They talked about the impor-
tance of schools developing proto-
cols and being able to not only respond 
to issues, but also prevent them. 

By clearly stating three steps 
schools can take in dealing with hate/
bias incidents, the ADL representatives 
presented a clear picture of how to foster 
and create a more inclusive culture. 

First, the school must be clear and 
specific about denouncing the incident. 

Next, they must listen to the 
targeted students and try to under-
stand their experience and perspective. 

Finally, the school should not try to cover 
the incident up or excuse hateful behavior. 

Director of Equity, Inclusion, and 
Cultural Competency Joan Edwards said 
she was impressed by how the discus-
sion was involving and interactive. 

“They engaged us in information 
about how hate shows up in schools and 
clear information, as well as strategies 
for addressing it effectively so we can 
have safe and brave spaces,” she said.  

Mr. Dillow agreed that the event was 
of great value to the community. “I think 
it reinforced the importance of confronting 
hate,” he said. “It reinforced the importance 
of not simply being reactive, but becoming 
proactive as a school in being anti-racist and 
anti-hate, and it got us thinking about ways 
we can continue to create that culture here.”  

Schoo l  Counse lo r  Chas t i t y 
Rodriguez said that she is happy that 
SPHERE is working towards education. 

“Where there is a lack of knowledge, 
schools can sometimes respond in ways that 

end up hurting,” she said. “This presenta-
tion gives schools a blueprint to follow when 
feeling unsure and is a wonderful model 
for cultivating diversity and inclusion.” 

Ms. Edwards said that she learned a 
school is not defined by an incident, but rather 
how it chooses to respond to an incident. 

“It’s about building an environment 

that echoes a sense of belonging,” she said. 
Mr. Dillow said that the event 

was a valuable opportunity to learn 
and grow as a school community. 

“It’s great to both have the oppor-
tunity to collaborate and learn with other 
educators,” he said. “It is important 
schools are addressing common issues 
and teaching empathy and respect.” 

“It reinforced the 
importance of not 
simply being reactive, 
but becoming proac-
tive as a school in 
being anti-racist and 
anti-hate, and it got us 
thinking about ways we 
can continue to create 
that culture here.”

– Tom Dillow 

SPHERE event being held at KO, with numerous schools in attendance as well as representatives 
from the Anti-Defamation League seen conversing in the courtyard.  Photo by Jacqueline Pisani.



2 Friday
September 27, 2019 News Editorials Friday

                                September 27, 2019 3

KO News Editors 2013-2014
Editor-in-Chief

Maddie Pazzani

Managing Editor 
for News and Sports

Grace Jarmoc
Managing Editor 

for Features and Arts
Sarah Gianni

Managing Editor 
for Opinions and 

Investigative Journalism
Alayna Putterman

Deputy Editor-in-Chief 
and Writing Coach

Mary Lessard

KO News Editors 2017 – 2019
Editor-in-Chief

Hannah Bash ’18

News Editor
Benjamin Small ’19

Associate News Editors
Karlton Gaskin ’19
Haley Gervino ’18
Esha Kataria ’20
Lian Wolman ’19

Features Editor
Neil Hemnani ’18

Associate Features 
Editors

Sophia Kaufman ’20
Taline Norsigian ’19

Emma Smith ’18

Arts Editor
Olivia Rossi ’18

Associate Arts Editors
Luv Kataria ’20

Nell Schwartz ’19
Ishaa Sohail ’20

Sports Editor
Kyle Zimmerman ’18

Associate Sports Editors
Sean James ’19

Kush Kataria ’20
John Leuschner ’18
Esha Shrivastav ’20

Opinions Editor 
Eliza Charette ’18

Associate Opinions 
Editors

Jaden DiMauro ’20
Maeve McDonald ’19

Managing Editor 
for News, Sports and 

Investigative Journalism
Apara Kashyap ’18

Managing Editor 
for Features, Arts 

and Opinions 
Gabrielle Ruban ’18

Photography Editor
Angie DeLucia ’18

Associate Photography 
Editors

Nat Bates ’18
Ali Meizels ’19

Investigative 
Journalism Editor 
Adam Ovian ’18

Cartoonist
Thomas Betts ’19

Faculty Advisors
Rob Kyff

Cathy Schieffelin

KO News Editors 2019 – 2020
Editor-in-Chief

Jaden DiMauro ’20 

News Editor
Cici Chagnon ’21

Associate News Editors
Sloan Duvall ’21

Aidan O’Loughlin ’20
Kathryn Westrick ’20

Marrich Somridhivej ’22
Teddy Crowther ’22

Features Editor
Sophia Kaufman ’20

 
Associate Features Editors

Braeden Rose ’21
Emma Levinbook ’22

David Shi ’22

Arts Editor
Luv Kataria ’20

Associate Arts Editors
Jamie Amell ’20

Samhita Kashyap ’22

Sports Editor
Kush Kataria ’20

Associate Sports Editors
Keegan McMahon ’21

Nick Traver ’20
Conor Caneday ’21
Jaden Weinstein ’21

Hunter Meschanic ’21
Christian Pedro ’22

Opinions Editor 
Niki Taylor ’21

 
Associate Opinions Editors

Madeleine Pelletier ’20
Olivia Reynolds ’22
Sam Merkatz ’22

Managing Editor 
for News, Sports and 

Investigative Journalism
Esha Kataria ’20

Managing Editor 
for Features and Arts
Alyssa Pilecki ’20

Photography Editor
Aiden Borruso ’20

Associate Photography 
Editors

Benjamin Baby ’22
Amelia Boardman ’20

Amelia Levine ’20
Jane Liang ’21

Cecilia Wang ’20Investigative 
Journalism Editor 

Madeline Arcaro ’21

Reviews Editor 
Bella Leuschner ’20

 
Associate Reviews Editors
Shreeya Chalikonda ’21

Joey Fago ’20
Aakash Gunturu ’22

Web Editor/Cartoonist
Alma Clark ’20

Associate Web Editors
Juanita Asapokhai ’20

Cai Kuivila ’20

Web Advisor
Heidi Hojnicki

Faculty Advisor
Cathy Schieffelin

Managing Editor 
for Reviews and Opinions 

Juliana Kulak ’20

Managing Editor for Multi-
platform Communications

Ishaa Sohail ’20

The editorials below represent the collective 
opinion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Benjamin Waldman, Kate Betts, 
Mackenzie McDonald, Noah Stanton, Kelly Malo-
ney, Alec Rossi, Lauren Barnes, Gwyneth McDon-
ald and Sasha Bash.

The editorials below represent the collective 
opinion of the members of the KO News 
Editorial Board: Jaden DiMauro, Esha Kataria, Alys-
sa Pilecki, Juliana Kulak, Ishaa Sohail, Kush Kataria, 
Madeline Arcaro, Sophia Kaufman, Luv Kataria, 
Niki Taylor, Bella Leuschner, and Alma Clark.

A Wyvern’s Tale

KO News Editors 2013-2014
Editor-in-Chief

Maddie Pazzani

Managing Editor 
for News and Sports

Grace Jarmoc
Managing Editor 

for Features and Arts
Sarah Gianni

Managing Editor 
for Opinions and 

Investigative Journalism
Alayna Putterman

Deputy Editor-in-Chief 
and Writing Coach

Mary Lessard

KO News Editors 2017 – 2019
Editor-in-Chief

Hannah Bash ’18

News Editor
Benjamin Small ’19

Associate News Editors
Karlton Gaskin ’19
Haley Gervino ’18
Esha Kataria ’20
Lian Wolman ’19

Features Editor
Neil Hemnani ’18

Associate Features 
Editors

Sophia Kaufman ’20
Taline Norsigian ’19

Emma Smith ’18

Arts Editor
Olivia Rossi ’18

Associate Arts Editors
Luv Kataria ’20

Nell Schwartz ’19
Ishaa Sohail ’20

Sports Editor
Kyle Zimmerman ’18

Associate Sports Editors
Sean James ’19

Kush Kataria ’20
John Leuschner ’18
Esha Shrivastav ’20

Opinions Editor 
Eliza Charette ’18

Associate Opinions 
Editors

Jaden DiMauro ’20
Maeve McDonald ’19

Managing Editor 
for News, Sports and 

Investigative Journalism
Apara Kashyap ’18

Managing Editor 
for Features, Arts 

and Opinions 
Gabrielle Ruban ’18

Photography Editor
Angie DeLucia ’18

Associate Photography 
Editors

Nat Bates ’18
Ali Meizels ’19

Investigative 
Journalism Editor 
Adam Ovian ’18

Cartoonist
Thomas Betts ’19

Faculty Advisors
Rob Kyff

Cathy Schieffelin

KO News Editors 2019 – 2020
Editor-in-Chief

Jaden DiMauro ’20 

News Editor
Cici Chagnon ’21

Associate News Editors
Sloan Duvall ’21

Aidan O’Loughlin ’20
Kathryn Westrick ’20

Marrich Somridhivej ’22
Teddy Crowther ’22

Features Editor
Sophia Kaufman ’20

 
Associate Features Editors

Braeden Rose ’21
Emma Levinbook ’22

David Shi ’22

Arts Editor
Luv Kataria ’20

Associate Arts Editors
Jamie Amell ’20

Samhita Kashyap ’22

Sports Editor
Kush Kataria ’20

Associate Sports Editors
Keegan McMahon ’21

Nick Traver ’20
Conor Caneday ’21
Jaden Weinstein ’21

Hunter Meschanic ’21
Christian Pedro ’22

Opinions Editor 
Niki Taylor ’21

 
Associate Opinions Editors

Madeleine Pelletier ’20
Olivia Reynolds ’22
Sam Merkatz ’22

Managing Editor 
for News, Sports and 

Investigative Journalism
Esha Kataria ’20

Managing Editor 
for Features and Arts
Alyssa Pilecki ’20

Photography Editor
Aiden Borruso ’20

Associate Photography 
Editors

Benjamin Baby ’22
Amelia Boardman ’20

Amelia Levine ’20
Jane Liang ’21

Cecilia Wang ’20Investigative 
Journalism Editor 

Madeline Arcaro ’21

Reviews Editor 
Bella Leuschner ’20

 
Associate Reviews Editors
Shreeya Chalikonda ’21

Joey Fago ’20
Aakash Gunturu ’22

Web Editor/Cartoonist
Alma Clark ’20

Associate Web Editors
Juanita Asapokhai ’20

Cai Kuivila ’20

Web Advisor
Heidi Hojnicki

Faculty Advisor
Cathy Schieffelin

Managing Editor 
for Reviews and Opinions 

Juliana Kulak ’20

Managing Editor for Multi-
platform Communications

Ishaa Sohail ’20

by Jaden DiMauro ’20

This year, the Kingswood Oxford 
administration has made a concerted effort 
to address and combat harassment  and 
assault — sexual and otherwise — amongst 
the student body. During a recent Tuesday 
assembly, Dean of Students William 
Gilyard made an impassioned speech to 
the community, urging us to be conscious 
of how we interact with each other. 

While this assembly was a step in the 
right direction, we feel as though not only was 
it long overdue, but it was merely the first step 
on the road to acknowledging and combating 
assault and harassment in our community.

Although well-intentioned, the 
administration needs to be conscious of 
the fact that many students have expressed 
that they are afraid to report allegations 
of harassment to the school for the same 
reasons as victims everywhere: fear of 
the disbelief, ridicule, and ostracizing by 
the community that often follows those 
brave enough to voice their experiences. 

Yes, it is laudable that KO is 
attempting to combat harassment in order 
to create a healthier learning environ-
ment by guaranteeing that victims’ expe-
riences will be validated and their voices 
heard during the process of reporting. 

However, the administration needs 
to publicly emphasize that not only are 
these actions intolerable but also that 
they will be met with proportionate 
repercussions and that the victims will 
be supported wholeheartedly by the 
school through the often lengthy process. 

Disciplinary cases involving harass-
ment and sexual assault are inarguably 
more grievous offenses than the likes of 
cheating or plagiarism, yet the student 
body perceives the consequences for harass-
ment and academic dishonesty to be near 
equal, most likely because it is constantly 
drilled into students, both in classes and 
in assemblies, that plagiarism is not toler-
ated by the administration. However, due to 
reasons of confidentiality and privacy, the 
school finds it difficult to, and thus rarely 
puts, an equal emphasis on harassment. 

While the school might respond 
differently to the two, depending on the 
severity of the infraction, the perception 
around campus is that plagiarism is the most 
damning offense a student could commit. 

Therefore, it is the responsibility 
of the administration to clearly convey 
to the student body the delineation 
between their response to harassment 
and other, comparatively minor, offenses. 

They must explain that, despite 
student perception, in no way does the 
school equate the harming of other students 
— physically or mentally —  with pressing 
“command C.” Plagiarism is unacceptable, 
but harassment of any nature is a category 
all its own. Both harassment and assault 
directly harm members of our community 
while plagiarism is a victimless crime.   

By acknowledging the gravity 
of  harassment  and bul lying,  the 
administration will validate current 
victims, while additionally encour-
aging future victims to come forward. 

Few students have a clear under-
standing of what would happen if they 
were to report an instance of harassment. 
How can students trust those in positions 
of power with intensely personal prob-
lems if the response they are to receive 
is, to them, shrouded in ambiguity?  

While we understand each case is 
unique and must be handled as such, we 
believe it would be beneficial for both 
students and administrators to hear a 
general plan of action to be implemented 
as a guide in cases involving harassment. 

Many students feel as though their 
experiences with harassment won’t be 
taken seriously because the administration 
has not explained how they will support 
the victim and ensure that the problem is 
dealt with in a serious and just manner. 

We expect the administration 
to improve and expound upon their 
current handling of harassment and 
assault cases on campus, yet we also 
recognize that they are not omnipotent. 

It is not solely up to the administra-
tion to solve the problem unilaterally, nor 
is it fair of the community to believe they 
should; rather, the onus must also be placed 
upon us, the student body and faculty, to not 
only report instances of harassment but to 
empower victims and expose perpetrators. 

We must, as a community, unite 
against harassment, no matter what form 
it takes. Together, we can make KO a 
safer place to live and learn for everyone. 

Unite against assault 
and harassment at KO

We are currently living in a techno-
logical golden age. With the tap of a finger, 
we now have access to information that 
once would have required hours poring over 
dozens of thick dusty volumes to unearth. 
Social media offers us the ability to rally 
thousands, sometimes even millions, with a 
single Tweet, Facebook post, or Instagram. 

This is an incredible amount of 
power to wield, and gives our genera-
tion an incredible advantage over those 
in the past when it comes to the ability to 
voice our opinions and protest injustice. 

However, it appears as though as our 
capabilities have increased, our motivation to 
act has diminished. And after much reflection, 
I feel as though the cause can be condensed 
into a single phrase: an epidemic of apathy. 

Now, it is not merely enough 
to acknowledge that our generation is 
apathetic. We must look deeper and, as 
with any other illness, determine the origin. 

And more often than not, when 
it comes to why members of certain 
generations behave the way they do, 
educational practices are patient zero. 

For example, history classes teach 
what, where and when things happened, 
and sometimes even why, but rarely ever 
do these classes teach why they matter to us. 

Just last year, I learned each 
and every word of the Preamble to the 
Constitution, memorized countless Civil 
War battles and the exact dates upon 
which they occurred, and gained the 
ability to list all 14 points of Woodrow 
Wilson’s creatively named 14 point plan. 

All the while, not once learning the 
name of my state senator, not once learning 
the structure and makeup of my local govern-
ment, not once learning how to apply the 
knowledge I had gained in AP US History 
to my life. (To be clear, this is a critique of a 
system, not of Mr. Jones, for whom I have the 
utmost respect and whose vast knowledge 
and relentless devil’s advocacy should be 
used as a template for teachers everywhere.)

History teachers love to combat the 
inevitable musing of brave, albeit misguided 
children who ask, “Why should I care 
about something that happened hundreds 
of years ago,” with George Santayana’s 
painfully pithy words, “Those who do not 
remember history are doomed to repeat it.” 

Faux profundity (and the fact that 
Santayana stole the quote from Edmond 
Burke) aside, the saying instills the 
dangerous idea in children that caring 
about, or “remembering,” something is a 

sufficient catalyst for change. Of course, it 
is not. Throughout history, profound social 
change has been achieved not by sympa-
thetic apathy, but instead by, as Henry 
David Thoreau put it, “civil disobedience.” 

Before the United States gained 
its independence, there was the Boston 
Tea Party. Before the abolition of slavery, 
Thoreau himself refused to pay federal 
taxes in protest of institutionalized slavery 
in America. Before India freed itself from 
British colonialism, Mahatma Gandhi led a 
movement to, as he put it, “cease to coop-
erate with our rulers when they displease us.” 
Nelson Mandela would later follow this same 
model to combat apartheid in South Africa.

The effects of this dogma of apathy 
have been made plain and clear today. 
Politicians offer their thoughts and 
prayers following mass shootings, all the 
while opposing gun control legislation. 

On social media, millions of 
people lend their condolences following 
devastating natural disasters instead 
of lending money, or even a hand. 

Even within our community, 
apathy is frighteningly prevalent. Just 
last Friday, over 40 students committed 
to attend the FridaysForFuture protest 
at the Capitol building in Hartford. 
Four attended. Including the organizer. 

The protest was inspired by Swedish 
16 year old Greta Thunburg who, after 
becoming fed up with her government’s 
lack of action on the issue of climate change, 
began skipping school on Fridays to petition 
in front of the Swedish Parliament building. 

Her actions quickly garnered 
international attention and   inspired 
students in over 100 countries to walk 
out of school and protest, just as she did.

While the actions of Greta Thun-
burg and those who follow her lead 
offer a beacon of hope, the response 
from KO students is cause for concern. 

As a community, we must take 
a hard look at what we prioritize. Why 
is it that only four out of 359 high 
school students attended the protest? 

Is it because the form was too much 
work to fill out? Or because “I will miss too 
much work?” Or simply due to an overall 
ambivalent sentiment toward the subject?

As a society, and more pragmatically, 
as a KO community, we must work together 
to cure this epidemic of apathy. We must not 
only remember and acknowledge our past 
mistakes, but take action now to remedy them. 

Our generation must follow in 
the footsteps of the Frederick Doug-
lasses, the Susan B. Anthonys, and 
the Martin Luther King Jrs. before us. 

It is our responsibility to make our 
voices heard. And when the time comes, 
in the words of Margret Mead, “Never 
doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world; 
indeed it’s the only thing that ever has.”
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Walmart combats gun violence

The massacres in El Paso, 
Texas, and Dayton, Ohio over 
this past summer are all too 
familiar: a young white man with 
an assault rifle enters a public 
place and targets innocent people. 

How do we get ourselves out 
of this vicious cycle of violence?

 It’s clear after these past 
shootings that we no longer can 
afford to wait on the government 
for common-sense gun legislation. 

The government has seem-
ingly put the NRA’s money over 
American lives, and although 
this clearly needs to change, we 
also need a more immediate plan 
of action to save innocent lives.

One solution comes in an 
unlikely place: large retail busi-
nesses. After the deadly shooting 
in a Walmart in El Paso, Texas 
that killed 24 people, Walmart 
decided to discontinue all sales 
of handguns and ammunition.

 This has had a huge impact 
on the gun control movement. 

Walmart is the biggest 
retail store in America and is 
one of the largest sellers of guns 

and ammunition in the world. 
The NRA constantly uses 

its money to push candidates 
who reject gun control into seats 
of power, but the more billion-
dollar companies, like Walmart, 
who restrict gun sales, the more 
right-wing polit icians will 
struggle to stop these compa-
nies with government policies. 

Walmart isn’t the only large 
retailer to push for gun control 
in the U.S. Dick’s Sporting 
Goods banned the sale of assault-
style rifles two weeks after the 
Parkland shooting in 2018. 

This ban on guns caused 
a destructive ripple through 
gun manufacturer ’s  sales . 

A large gun manufacturer 
called American Outdoor Brands 
(AOBC) reported a 33% decrease 
in gun sales in 2018 because of 
Dick’s Sporting Goods’ ban (CNN). 

Many opposed to gun control 
argue that banning guns won’t 
do anything to improve Ameri-
can’s safety from gun violence. 

The reality is that the harder 
companies make it to directly 
purchase guns and ammuni-
tion, the harder it is for guns 

to end up in the wrong hands. 
E v e n  i f  c o m p a n i e s 

can’t completely ban the sale 

of guns in their stores, there 
are other ways in which they 
can responsibly sell  guns. 

For instance, companies 
could stop selling the same semi-

automatic rifles that have directly 
contributed to thousands of deaths. 
Companies could also mandate 
thorough background checks and 
raise the minimum age people 
can buy a gun from 18 to 21.

 It’s understandable that 
changes like banning guns for 
companies that rely on gun 
sales for revenue won’t happen 
overnight,  but these small 
changes can make a big impact. 

Retailers have a growing 
responsibility to the Amer-
ican people to keep guns 
out  of  the  wrong hands . 

There  are  s t i l l  la rge 
retail companies, however, 
that have yet to change their 
in-store policies on gun sales. 

Cabela’s, for example, 
continues to sell military-style 
weapons in their over 50 stores 
across America (Business Insider). 

Cabela’s should instead 
follow the lead of Walmart and 
Dicks by limiting their sales 
of assault-weapons, ammuni-
tion, and gun paraphernalia. 

A l t h o u g h  A m e r i -
cans are often stereotyped as 
being strongly pro-gun, this 

We can only hope 
that the govern-
ment will even-
tually compro-
mise on issues 
this important to 
American society, 
but until then, 
support retailers 
that ban guns and 
go vote!

doesn’t seem to be the case. 
In a May 2019 Quinnipiac 

poll, 73% of people surveyed 
agreed that more needs to be 
done to combat gun violence. 

The United States govern-
ment currently doesn’t repre-
sent  the majori ty opinion 
on gun control in America. 

As disappointing as it is that 
the American government is too 
partisan at the moment to make 
real strides in the gun control 
movement with new policies, the 
multiple retail companies that have 
taken stances on gun control are 
taking a step in the right direction. 

It is a constant battle for 
Americans to stay hopeful while 
violent mass shootings continue to 
take more and more innocent lives. 

The time for idly waiting for 
the government to make common-
sense gun laws has passed and it’s 
time for American businesses to do 
what they can to stop gun violence. 

We can only hope that 
the government will eventu-
ally compromise on issues this 
important to American society, 
but until then, support retailers 
that ban guns and go vote!

by Madeleine Pelletier ’20

Ban smartphone use 
during advisee group

Have you ever sat down 
with your advisee group, perhaps 
over snack, ready to enjoy 
some plain old casual conver-
sation only to see everyone 
hunched over their phones? 

While we all love our 
phones, so I’m sure this has 
annoyed you at least once. 

The benefits of limiting 
smartphone usage during advi-
sory, however, extend far past 
aiding casual conversation.

Advisory is an impor-
tant time. As one of the few 
moments during the school day 
when casually interacting with 
your peers is actually encour-
aged and permitted, it is wasteful 
and foolish to squander it away 
by staying glued to our devices. 

Limiting smartphone usage 
offers increased health benefits 
and, most importantly, fosters 
stronger relationships between 
both students and teachers.

First, let’s consider health. 
As students we spend plenty 
of time already working on our 
devices, toiling away at school-
work. “So what?” you may ask. 
“If I’m perfectly fine looking at 
my computer all day, then why 
should I bother with putting my 
phone down during advisory?” 

Truth be told, you’re not 
fine staring at screens for around 
six to eight hours per day. Multiple 
studies have shown that prolonged 
exposure to screens can cause 
various ailments including disrup-

tion of the circadian rhythm. 
Sleep quality may seem like 

a trivial thing to fret about, but it 
certainly won’t hurt you to get a 
few more minutes of rest per night.

Secondly, high school is 
all about relationships. As a teen-
ager, you want to both create and 
uphold your bonds with friends, 
and as a student, you want to make 
sure that you maintain healthy 
connections with your teachers. 

Now, you’re probably 
already saying that “I can make 
friends over phones, I can simply 
text them!” In many situations, 
phones can help us more conve-
niently communicate with each 
other. However, when you’re sitting 
directly across from your fellow 
advisees, this reasoning falls apart. 

“But wait,” you say, “my 
advisees aren’t my friends, 
why should I talk to them?” 
You’re with the same advisee 
group for two whole years. 

They may not be your 
f r i ends  now,  bu t  you ’ r e 
most certainly better off if 
you attempt to kindle a link. 

Spending your high school 
career sitting around a table in 
awkward silence helps nobody. 

You shouldn’t neglect your 
advisor, either. As someone who 
looks after you, and someone 
who may even be your teacher 
(which means they’ll be the one 
grading you!), you don’t want 
to give them the cold shoulder.

 Among one of the most 
accessible available resources 
for you during your journey 

at Kingswood Oxford, it’s an 
unwise idea to waste it over 
the inability to go 15 minutes 
without looking at your phone .

 The idea of limiting 
phone usage in advisory is contro-
versial and still has not been 
implemented; my own advisee 
group has balked at the idea 
and has yet to make a decision. 

An idea like this, if imple-
mented, would also come under 
plenty of fire by text-hungry teens. 

I t  s e e m s  l i k e  m a n y 
people view missing a few 
messages as a fate worse than 
death. However, hear me out. 

The limitation of smart-
phone usage in advisory will leave 
you happier and healthier, two 
things that are far more valuable 
than any tweet, post, or picture. 

The limitation 
of smartphone 
usage... will leave 
you happier and 
healthier,  two 
things that are 
far more valuable 
than any tweet, 
post, or picture.

by Sam Merkatz ’22
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Quentin Tarantino tops all
by Bella Leuschner ’20

Those who love movies or 
at least watch them often know the 
director and screenwriter Quentin 
Tarantino. I know him as the best 
director in Hollywood of this 
generation. Don’t get me wrong, 
Martin Scorcese, Steven Spiel-
berg, James Cameron, all great 
directors, but Tarantino tops them 
all. Not only does he write every 
movie he directs, but each one 
sells out just because it is a Taran-
tino film. My favorite films have 
to be “Pulp Fiction,” “Reservoir 
Dogs,” and “Inglorious Basterds.” 

Pulp Fiction is a cinematic 
masterpiece with a star-studded 
cast and is undeniably one of the 
biggest movies of the 90’s that is 
still famous today. The movie has 
a perfect blend of every genre of 
film. It has the violence, the love, 
and the anxiety from the fear that 
your favorite character might just 
be killed in the next five minutes. 

What I love about his 
movies the most is that he has 
written everything, so he incor-
porates information from his past 
movies into others. One example 
would be that the gentlemen in 
“Reservoir Dogs” are dressed the 
same as Jules and Vince (Samuel 

L. Jackson and John Travolta) 
in “Pulp Fiction.” Also Mr. 
Blonde from “Reservoir Dogs” 
is the brother of John Travol-
ta’s character in “Pulp Fiction.”

Those types of little Easter 
eggs, as you would call them, in 
his movies are how you can tell 
who his real fans are and aren’t. 

Tarantino is often criticized 

for his excessive use of violence. 
Tarantino is known to be obsessed 
with graphic novels, hence his 
film Pulp Fiction, along with the 
way he shot both volumes of Kill 
Bill. His love for graphic novels 
is what inspired him to be so 
excessive when it comes to his 
use of blood and gore. I person-
ally find that the excessive amount 

of violence only makes his work 
more entertaining simply because 
of the way he depicts a scene. The 
way he writes and shoots said 
scene makes it more comedic 
because of the additional violence.

For example, in “Pulp 
Fiction,” a character has a gun 
pointed at someone’s head in the 
back of the car, the car goes over a 

speed bump, the gun goes off, the 
character in the back is now dead. 
He does it so nonchalantly but at 
the same time it’s filled with so 
much gore that you can’t ignore it. 
What I also loved about him is that 
for some of his films, he will set 
it to a backdrop of an interesting 
time in history and almost rewrite 
it in a sense. One example would 
be his film called “Inglourious 
Basterds,” which takes place in 
Nazi occupied France and follows 
an American leuteniant and his 
eight Jewish American soldiers 
on their trek across Germany as 
they torture and kill Nazis and are 
eventually given the opportunity 
to take a shot at Hitler himself. 

I found the film so cool 
because it doesn’t just follow 
the Basterds story, but it also 
follows many other characters 
whose lives intertwine with theirs. 

Tarantino does some-
thing similar with Once Upon 
a Time In Hollywood which 
just came out this summer and 
is set to the background of 
Summer, 1969 in Hollywood. 

Tarantino is not only 
one of the best directors of our 
generation, but he’s also one 
of the best screenwriters. He is 
so creative and when he has a 
vision he creates it without fail. 

VSCO Girls: kill-
ing the internet
by Ashley Taffe ’22

These Hydroflask carrying, 
friendship bracelet making, “and i- 
oop” chanters are slowly ruining 
the internet. “VSCO girls” are girls 
that take on a certain aesthetic: they 
wear long tee-shirts that cover their 
Nike shorts, puka shell necklaces, 
birkenstocks, and only drink out of 
Hydroflasks (usually with stickers 
on them) or use metal straws. 
Their main phrases are “and 
i-oop”  and “skskskskksksksksss.” 

They post pictures of them-
selves on the social media plat-
form VSCO where people usually 
post artistic pictures and call their 
outfits “aesthetically pleasing.” 
Look around, can you spot one? Is 
it your friend, your sister or maybe 
even yourself? I’ve spoken to some 
self-proclaimed “VSCO girls,” and 
while some proudly slurp from 
their metal straws and say “sksksk-
sksk” in every other sentence, some 
others would gladly trade in their 
Hydroflasks for a Camelbak. The 
question is, why is their image so 
harmful in media? Every so often, 
a group of girls takes centerstage 
in the media. In the 90’s it was the 
valley girls, in the 2000’s in was 
the basic girl, and today in the 
2010’s it is the VSCO girl. These 
stereotypes are hilarious, but they 
are creating a very strange envi-
ronment in the media. All of these 
things are just fads that come and 
go, but they can make people feel 
like they need to fit in. The VSCO 
girl epidemic is taking over the 

internet, which can make it difficult 
for other creators to feel involved. 
There is little diversity of thought 
in social media platforms such 
as Youtube and Instagram, and 
our generation’s obsession with 
“VSCO girls” is making it diffi-
cult for others to succeed.Yes, I too 
think that the Tik Tocs that I acci-
dentally come upon while strolling 
on my Instagram feed are hilarious. 
However, it makes me think, what-
ever happened to individuality? 

Nowadays it seems like 
everyone is the same, making the 
same jokes, dressing the same, 
acting the same way. Why is it 
that instead of celebrating indi-
viduality, we give our attention 
to the people that fit into society’s 
mold of how a person should or 
shouldn’t act in this day and age.

Before “VSCO girls,” people 
stopped using plastic water bottles 
and straws because they were bad 
for the environment and for turtles. 

Before basic girls, infinity 
scarves were just something people 
wore to keep their necks warm. 
And before valley girls, people’s 
intelligence was based off of what 
was in their heads and not their 
Calabasas accents. In my opinion, 
there is nothing wrong with being 
a VSCO girl, valley girl, or being 
basic as long as you’re not doing 
it to follow a fad or to make your-
self feel like you fit in. I think a 
great lesson is to be learned from 
this: everyone should be able to 
live their authentic self, no matter 
what the media says is popular.

Lizzo: A new star
by Olivia Reynolds ’22

Lizzo’s rise to stardom 
happened so quickly that if you 
blinked, you might have missed 
it. She’s quickly becoming a 
titan in the music industry, unfor-
gettable with her big person-
ality and unapologetic attitude. 

Still, the most notable 
thing about Lizzo is her authen-
ticity. Lizzo has always fought 
for the right to be accepted 
regardless of one’s passions, 
body positivity, and the de-stig-
matization of mental illness. 

She cemented her super-
star status on September 3, when 
her single “Truth Hurts” reached 
#1 on the Billboard Hot 100. She 
is one of only four other black 
women to achieve the feat this 
decade. A fan-favorite at Lizzo 
performances is when she is 
accompanied by her sidekicks 
Sasha Flute and Blew Ivy (both 
names inspired by Queen Bey). 

Lizzo refers to herself as 
a “band nerd,” and refuses to 
be ashamed of it. She encour-
ages others out there to embrace 
their love for all forms of music, 
not just the popular kinds. 

There certainly is nothing 
to be ashamed about the verified 
check and 258,000 followers the 
account @sashabefluting has 
earned on Instagram. Purely dedi-
cated to videos of Lizzo playing 
her flute, acoustic versions of the 
songs “Coconut Oil” and “Juice” 
have garnered attention and awe 
from many.When Lizzo was nomi-
nated for two VMAs and asked to 

perform at the ceremony, she went 
for broke as per her usual style. 

Although neither flute made 
an appearance, she still poured 
her heart and soul into the perfor-
mance, combining spoken word 
and bold costumes with her vocal 
prowess to make an impact. The 
most powerful moment of the night 
was when Lizzo stopped singing. 

“It’s so hard trying to love 
yourself in a world that doesn’t love 
you back, am I right?,” she said. 
“So I want to take this opportunity 
right now to just feel good as hell.” 

Lizzo doesn’t try to create a 
perfect image of herself or pretend 
she feels these things all the time. 
Lizzo has been very open about 

her struggles with mental illness. 
“ I ’m depressed ,  and 

there’s no one I can talk to 
because there’s nothing anyone 
can do about it,” she wrote in 
an Instagram post. “Life hurts”. 

She did try to put a positive 
spin on her pain in the caption, 
by encouraging users to be self 
aware and notice their triggers. 

“It’s so hard 
trying to love 
yourself in a 
world that doesn’t 
love you back, am 
I right?”
 -Lizzo

Her honesty is refreshing 
in a business where the success 
many of our generation’s idols 
have achieved seems unattain-
able. Lizzo shows that a star 
doesn’t have to seem “untouch-
able” to be idolized and respected.

I’m thrilled at 
the prospect of 
following her 
musical journey 
over the upcoming 
years.

Lizzo has admitted that part 
of her mental health struggles 
stemmed from body image, because 
her body type doesn’t fit within 
society’s definitions of beauty. 

She’s defied these stan-
dards through her bold costume 
choices, making no effort to hide 
her cellulite. She surrounds herself 
with performers of the same body 
type, which uplifts them and 
gives them the recognition they 
deserve (but might not always get). 

The week of September 
16, her single “Truth Hurts” 
tied for the longest running #1 
solo hit by a female rap artist 
in Billboard Hot 100 history. 

Lizzo continues to write her 
own narrative and empower her 
listeners through her unique brand. 
Personally, I’m thrilled at the 
prospect of following her musical 
journey over the upcoming years.

Quentin Tarantino  shows us a half-smile at a red carpet event. Photo courtesy of Google Images. 
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Spiderman swings into action
The latest installment of the 

Marvel Cinematic Universe lineup 
is the second of Tom Holland’s 
Spider-Man trilogy. Swinging 
into theaters on July 2, “Spider-
Man: Far From Home” raked 
in just over $92.5 million in its 
opening weekend and has now 
made a total of a little more than 
$1 billion worldwide, making it the 
first ever Spider-Man film to do so.

This action packed movie, 
starring Tom Holland, Zendaya, 
Jake Gyllenhaal, Jon Favreau, 
and Samuel L. Jackson, allows 
for an interesting and engrossing 
look into this particular world of 
superheroes in the aftermath of 
the events of the previous MCU 
movie, “Avengers: Endgame”. 

Tom Holland delivers 
an inspired performance as 
Peter Parker who is currently 
juggling the challenges of losing 
a mentor, saving the world, and 
just wanting to be a regular kid. 

Holland, without a doubt, 
proves that he is the best man 
for the job, perfectly capturing 
the essence of not only Peter 
Parker, but Spider-Man as well. 

Holland not only does a lot 
of his own stunts due to his back-
ground in gymnastics and dance, 
but he is also able to portray the 
physicality and grace of Spider-
Man with such ease that it’s easy to 
forget that it’s really just a 23 year 
old actor underneath that mask.

In this film, audiences are 
introduced to a well known villain 
in the Spider-Man comics known 
as Mysterio, aka Quentin Beck. 
Mysterio, played by Academy 
Award nominee Jake Gyllenhaal, 
brings a sense of mystery (no pun 
intended) to the plot of the film. 

G y l l e n h a a l ’s  p e r f o r -

mance as Mysterio is simply 
marvelous. He is able to bring 
the comic book character to life 
in a way that leaves audiences 
stunned and waiting for more 
throughout the entirety of the film. 

His ability to gain the 
audience’s  t rust  and then 
completely blindside them is 
astounding. Kudos to Marvel 
and Sony; Gyllenhaal was the 
absolute perfect fit for the role.

Not to mention the chem-

istry between Holland and Gyllen-
haal, who were able to bring their 
off-screen “bromance” on screen 
in a way that was seamlessly 
woven into their characters at 
the start of the movie, effectively 
capturing the attention of the audi-
ence from the very beginning.

 At first, Mysterio befriends 
Peter, but as time goes on and 
the plot unravels, they become 
enemies. Even so, the chemistry 
between Holland and Gyllenhaal 
is perfectly clear. They share 
the screen in a way that leaves 
the audience wanting more.

Another scene stealer was 
the incredibly talented Zendaya 
who plays MJ. Zendaya’s role in 
the first Spider-Man movie was 
small to say the least; she had 
about five lines, give or take. 
In this film, however, her char-
acter was explored in a deeper 
way that allowed for a romantic 
relationship to form between her 
and Peter. This relationship was 
no doubt one of the unexpected 
highlights of the film for me. 

Going in, I was hesitant 
to accept that this film would 
somewhat revolve around just 
another love interest for Peter. 
All I really wanted to see was the 
action sequences and how the plot 
would develop for future movies 
(and Jake Gyllenhaal if we’re 
being honest), but the way it was 
portrayed made it so much more 
real, relatable, and relevant than 
other movies have done before.

More familiar faces from 
the MCU returned to the big 
screen in July, reprising their 
longtime roles as Happy Hogan, 

by Niki Taylor ’21 played by Jon Favreau, and Nick 
Fury, played by Academy Award 
nominee Samuel L. Jackson. 

Jon Favreau has been a 
part of the MCU since the begin-
ning, when he directed and acted 
in “Iron Man” in 2008. Samuel 
L. Jackson has also been around 
from the start, making a cameo 
at the end of “Iron Man” and 
holding larger parts since then, 
such as in “Avengers” in 2012 
and “Captain Marvel” in 2019. 

Both actors have truly 
brought their respective characters 
to life like no other. Their charisma 
and raw talent have allowed for 
unforgettable roles, no matter 
how big or small, throughout the 
past 10 years of Marvel movies. 

Their roles in “Spider-
Man: Far From Home,” however, 
reach new heights regarding 
technique, talent, and comedy, 
beautifully adding to the inter-
woven character arcs and plot 
of the ever-confusing MCU.

This notion of confu-
sion extends into the post-credit 

scenes which had me on the 
edge of my seat and physi-
cally screaming in the theater. 

The  f i r s t  pos t -c red i t 
scene (aka the mid-credit 
scene) shows Peter and MJ 
swinging through New York on 
a so-called “date.” Seems all 
nice, cute, and fun, right? Wrong. 

When they finally get back 
to the ground a large screen lights 
up with none other than J Jonah 
Jameson, played once again by 
JK Simmons who is reprising 
said role from Sam Raimi’s 
Spider-Man films. The theater 
went absolutely berserk when his 
face came up, myself included.

My excitement, however, 
was squashed when it was 
revealed that Mysterio made 
a fake video claiming Spider-
Man was the cause of all the 
destruction from the Elemen-
tals (the supposed “villains” of 
the movie). My anger rose to 
previously undiscovered heights 
when Mysterio then revealed 
Peter’s identity to the whole 
world. I was in absolute shock.

The second post-credit 
scene then revealed that Nick 
Fury and Maria Hill, played by 
Cobie Smulders, weren’t really 
there. Instead, it was Talos, 
played by Ben Mendolsohn, and 
his wife Soren, who are both 
shape-shifting Skrulls. Fury 
was actually on a Skrull space-
sh ip .  Again ,  pure  shock .

Now that Spider-Man has 
been removed from the MCU (I 
know, I’m angry too), what does 
this mean for the cliffhangers fans 
are so desperate to explore? Who 
knows. All I know is that “Spider-
Man: Far From Home” is undoubt-
edly one of the best Marvel movies 
to date, and I absolutely cannot 
wait to find out what happens next. 

 Tom Holland as Spiderman in “Spiderman: Far from Home.” Photo courtesy of Google Images.

New old music: MC5 ‘Kicks Out The Jams’
by Juliana Kulak ’20

When most people think of 
the most influential rock bands 
from the 1960s, they think of the 
Rolling Stones or the Beatles. 
While both musical groups trans-
formed the industry, one of the 
most influential bands of the time 
was MC5. MC5 was a band from 
Detroit that defied musical norms 
and paved the path for the punk 
rock movement. Similar to Bob 
Dylan and other folk rock artists of 
the time, MC5 had a strong polit-
ical focus; however, unlike these 
other artists, MC5’s sound and 
protest music was much more hard-
hitting, distorted, and energetic. 

The group was wildly 
anti-establishment and aligned 
with the White Panther Party, a 
far left anti-racism white group 
similar to the Black Panther party.

They notoriously performed 
at the 1968 Democratic National 
Convention protests and riots in 
Chicago. MC5’s rebellious nature 
and gritty, fast paced instrumentals 
paved the way for the Punk Rock 
movement of the 1970s. Their first 
album “Kick Out The Jams” was 
recorded live at Detroit’s Grande 

Ballroom in 1968. It starts off with 
MC J.C. Crawford calling for the 
already rowdy audience to put their 
hands up and decide if they were 
going to be a part of the problem, or 

a part of the solution in “Ramblin’ 
Rose.” After Crawford’s introduc-
tion, the guitar on “Ramblin’ Rose” 
kicks in with heavy distortion and 
powerful chords. The lyrics are 
sung in a goofy falsetto, making 

clear that the members of the 
band are not musical purists, but 
rather passionate kids looking to 
have fun with their performance. 
This song is a perfect introduction 

to the album and to the band, not 
because of the lyrics, but because 
of the execution. “Ramblin’ Rose” 
is unrefined, gritty, and defiant as 
it challenged musical norms and 
rejected the mainstream music 

and culture of the 1960s. The 
title track is probably the band’s 
most well known song. “Kick Out 
The Jams” is filled with smashing 
drums and animated guitar that 

make you want to dance. “Come 
Together” maintains the set’s 
intensity as the crowd can be 
heard cheering, transporting the 
listener into that concert hall.

“Motor City Is Burning” is a 

cover by Blues musician John Lee 
Hooker, recorded in 1967 after race 
riots in Detroit. As an anti-racism 
band, it made sense that MC5 
chose this song to be the only polit-
ical song on the eight track album. 

Similar to “Ramblin’ Rose,” 
this song starts off with another 
sermon like speech validating the 
culture surrounding the band and 
rejecting the status quo of the time.

The distort ion of the 
guitar remains the same, but the 
chords are dialed down in power. 

The vocals are passionate 
and raspy as lead singer Rob Tyner 
sings about oppression and the 
abuse of power by law enforcement. 

Though  MC5 was  a 
short lived band, they were 
one of the first protopunk 
bands that enabled the genre 
to grow to the extent that it did.

Punk rock was one of 
the defining genres of the 70s 
that influenced later move-
ment s  l i ke  ga r age  rock . 

“Kick Out the Jams” is an 
album that should be respected 
and appreciated by all music 
lovers, and its significance in 
the greater evolution of modern 
music should never be forgotten. 

   The 1960s influential rock band MC5 members who wrote “Kick Out The Jams.” Photo courtesy of Google Images.
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Arugula makes you say, ‘ooh la la!’

Hidden on Farmington 
Avenue, opposite Chipotle, adding 
onto the many different types 
of food establishments in West 
Hartford is a fantastic Mediter-
ranean restaurant called Arugula. 

When you walk in, every-
thing about it screams a tradi-
tional restaurant in Greece. 

It is small, but home-like, 
and you can see part of the kitchen 
which I enjoy because it gives me 
the pleasure of having a home 
cooked meal while eating out. 

The vibe of the restaurant 
is elegant but not in the sense that 
it’s fine dining. It has an ambiance 
with the warm colors on the wall, 
and the lighting is dim and calm. 

The food was nothing 
short of fantastic. We ordered 
an appetizer, a pizza, three 
entrees, and a dessert to top it 
all off. So to begin we ordered 
the grilled calamari, which I 
had actually never tried before. 

by Bella Leuschner ’20

Orientation disappoints
by Shreeya Chalikonda ’21

On August 29, KO tried 
something new with the returning 
students. The plan was to meet on 
the turf at 12:40, have an assembly, 
then participate in a fun activity. 
The instructions were simple and 
vague: wear athletic clothing. 

First off, I got to KO at 
about 11:30. Many people were 
already there when I was pulling 
into the parking lot. To be honest, 
it was wonderful to see everybody 
together on campus for the first 
time in about three months, but 
that’s what we do on the first day of 
school anyways. More people had 
shown up closer to 12:15, and there 
were groups of people hanging 
out everywhere. It started getting 
more chaotic as 12:30 approached. 

We were sent an email with 
a huge list of over 60 groups and 
instructions to download an app. 
Finding our name on that list was 
difficult on its own, and we had 
no idea what the activity was that 
we were doing with those groups. 

They were completely 
randomized with a mix of 
students from every form in each. 
Because of how random they 
were, most people were not with 
any of their friends and nobody 
seemed to want to participate 
in the activity for that reason.

At 12:40, after we got our 
groups, everyone started heading 
over to the turf. We had to get 
into sections based on our group 

number which was so disorga-
nized. There was a small sign 
that had the groups and where 
they were meeting; however, 
trying to get about 250 people 
into the right place was difficult. 

Communication was not 
good either, as most people just 
complained about the heat and 
sun the whole time.  The first issue 
people found with these groups is 
that some people weren’t here that 
day, and also some people were not 
even included in the assortment. 

I had to join a different 
group because none of my part-
ners were there, and my new 
group ended up being three other 
juniors who I knew really well. 

I saw that the same thing 
happened with the other groups, 
and the purpose of the orienta-
tion –  to reconnect with people 
– was lost. Personally I think 
the freshman should have been 
included in the activity so that 
they could meet older students and 
for the upperclassmen to meet the 
freshman. Because the freshman 
had their orientation, another way 
of doing the activity would be to 
split up by our advisee groups. For 
the juniors, we had new advisee 
groups, and the orientation would 
have been a perfect time to work 
together and form relationships 
with our new advisees and advi-
sors. The sophomores and seniors 
most likely haven’t been together 
in their advisee groups for three 
months. It would have been a good 

time to reconnect. The activity 
was an app that gave you tasks 
to complete and get points. The 
group with the highest points wins. 

The tasks could be some-
thing as simple as a trivia ques-
tion or it could be a little harder 
by asking you to take a picture 
of someone doing a handstand. 

When my team and I were 
completing this, I found that 
some groups were trying hard 
to finish and win, while others 
did a couple and stopped. Not 
even an hour into the activity 
some people had already left.

The game was not a good 
one to help form new connec-
tions. Doing these tasks didn’t 
require much talking and getting 
to know each other. People were 
either too focused on completing 
the tasks or they didn’t even 
try at all – both of which do not 
help in meeting new people. 

After the event, some of our 
community members expressed 
that something like a scavenger 
hunt or a game where you had to 
communicate with your group and 
learn about them would have been a 
much better idea for an orientation. 

There ended up being a lot of 
feedback from the orientation, and 
it was more of a learning experi-
ence about what works as commu-
nity building and what doesn’t. 

If done differently, an 
orientation like the one we had 
could be a great way to help 
bring the people at KO closer. 

Top 10 Places to 
eat in West 
Hartford

1. Avert
 
2. Treva

3. Flemming’s Steakhouse

4. Arugula

5. Black Bamboo

6. Prai

7. Barcelona

8. Tokyo Sushi

9. Blue Elephant Trail

10. Bartaco

The filet mignon of tuna lies on a bed of sauteed baby spinach and roasted tomatoes. Photo by Bella Leuschner ’20.

It was heaven. It 
melted in your 
mouth, and the ice 
cream was to die 
for.

The calamari itself was 
well seasoned and tasted great, 
but unfortunately I discovered 
that I do not like grilled calamari. 

I do not like the texture of it. 

It. was too chewy for me, but that is 
how it was supposed to be cooked. 
I did, however, eat it anyways 
because it tasted really good. 

Next onto the pizza, we 
ordered the burrata flatbread 
Pizza which had burrata, speck (a 
smoked pepper cured prosciutto), 
crushed tomatoes, and basil. I 
loved everything about this pizza. 
Prosciutto is one of my favorite 
things to eat along with pizza, so 

the two combined was heaven. 
Burrata is difficult because most 
times it is runny and very liquidy, 
but this burrata had the perfect 
consistency to be topped on a pizza. 

You could tell by the taste 
that it was fresh mozzarella. 
The flatbread was thin, so it was 
not filling and did not become 
soggy, which is always enjoyable. 

The three entrees we ordered 
were the filet mignon of tuna, the 
Atlantic salmon, and the Mediter-
ranean fish fry. The filet mignon of 
tuna was a seared sushi-grade tuna 
on a bed of sauteed baby spinach 
and oven roasted tomatoes, topped 

with a sesame ginger glaze. The 
tuna itself did not have much 
flavor, but it did not need it because 
the glaze was delightfully tasteful 
and complemented not onto the 

tuna but the vegetables underneath.
Next was the Atlantic 

Salmon. The Atlantic Salmon was 
served on a potato plank, topped 
with a mushroom, tomato, arti-
choke, and chickpea “mélange” 
tossed with a warm Sherry shallot 
vinaigrette and garnished with-
tasty grilled asparagus. This whole 
meal was as good as it sounds. 

Everything was cooked 
perfectly, and the flavors paired 

so nicely with the salmon. 
Finally was the Mediterra-

nean fish fry which was a cumin 
and panko-dusted fried swai (type 
of white fish) served alongside 
greens, salt and vinegar fries and 
house made horseradish tartar 
sauce. The only thing that I did not 
like about this meal was the tartar 
sauce, mainly because it was very 
heavy on the horseradish, and that 
is not my particular favorite type 
of condiment, but it wasn’t bad. 
Although the fish was fried, it was 
not deep fried so it was still light 
and not filling after the first two 
bites. The seasoning had enriched 
it with so much flavor. Also the 
salt and vinegar fries were some-
thing in my life I never knew 
I needed. They were seasoned 
impeccably; it was not too strong 
and had an amazing flavor.

Finally, my favorite part of 
the meal, the dessert. We ordered 
a special called Kunafa. It was 
shredded phyllo dough with an 
orange blossom syrup, layered with 
mascarpone cheese, topped with 
pistachio nuts and a scoop of fresh 
homemade pistachio ice cream. 

It was light, crunchy, 
and sweet and could be shared 
between two people. It was 
heaven. It melted in your mouth, 
and the ice cream was to die for.

Arugula takes reservations, 
is located at 953 Farmington Ave, 
West Hartford, Conn. 06107 and 
can be contacted at (860) 561-4888.
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Disney’s ‘Lion King’ remake
by Aakash Gunturu ’22

The new Disney remake, 
“The Lion King,” directed by 
Jon Favreau made a big impact 
on the box office in 2019. 

Although only gaining 
the rating of 53% and the title of 
“rotten status” on Rotten Toma-
toes, the film has a gross total of 
543 million dollars in the United 
States and a whopping total of 
1.618 billion dollars worldwide. 
The film also broke records for 
biggest PG-rated opening weekend 
debut and biggest animated 
movie opening weekend debut. 

Although given a very low 
score on Rotten Tomatoes, the 
movie still broke many records 
and generated over a billion dollars 
for The Walt Disney Company.

One main criterion for 
comparing this film to the 
1994 original is the animation 
of the main characters within 
the two movies. The three 
main scenes being compared 
are the presentation of Simba, 
Mufasa’s death, and the final 
battle between Simba and Scar.

Towards the beginning of 
the 1994 “The Lion King,” baby 
Simba is hoisted up on Pride 
Rock by Rafiki. In both films, 

you can see the expressions of 
baby Simba as he is held in front 
of the entire animal kingdom. 
In the 1994 version, Simba has 
very bland and vacant expres-
sion showing his confusion. 

In the 2019 version, Simba 
is clearly shown with a scared 
and nervous feeling. In most 
cases, the watcher will enjoy the 
movie if he or she can empa-
thize with the character if the 
character is showing feelings 
in voice and body language. 

For this reason, the 2019 
version of baby Simba has 
better animation than the orig-
inal. The second scene being 
compared is the death of Mufasa. 

In “The Lion King” 2019 
adaptation, Mufasa’s death is 
very tragic and realistic due to the 
computer-animated animals. The 
scene may make you question if 
the film should be rated PG instead 
of PG-13. In the 1994 version, the 
scene may be disturbing but is fit 
for an audience under the age of 13. 

The movie is meant to 
be a children’s movie. For this 
reason, animating in this scene 
is better in the original 1994 
version than the 2019 version. 

The third scene of Scar vs. 
Simba is very similar in both adap-

tations which relate to the second 
scene about violence. The scene 
contains many slow-motion fight 
scenes in which they show violence 
in the way represented in real life.

The ending of Scar is also 
shown more realistically and 
violently as its meant to represent 
how an animal fights in the wild.

 Although the anima-
tion is detailed and much more 
artistic in the 2019 adaptation 
of “The Lion King,” the 1994 
version fits the criteria for the 
age group and PG-rated movie.

Another main criterion is the 
portrayal of the main characters 
and the similarities of the films. 

The main characters in both 
films are: Simba, Scar, Timon, and 
Pumba. In both versions of the film, 
there are many versions of Simba. 

There is a portrayal of 
baby Simba, child Simba, and 
adult Simba. In both films, baby 
Simba has the same look, but the 
2019 version has better anima-
tion and a more realistic tone. 

The 1994 version has a 
better look for children and the 
speaking and mouth movements 
are more fit for baby Simba. 

In the 2019 version, the 
characters are more realistic which 
means they can‘t make the facial 

expressions that were made in the 
original movie. The same applies 
to child and adult Simba. The adult 
Simba in 2019 “The Lion King” is 
more of a serious character than a 
slightly amusing character. For this 

reason, Simba in the original has a 
better act than the new film. Next, 
Scar’s portrayal was the most 
different of any character. Scar’s 
eyes in the original film were a 
green color. In the new film, his 
eyes are dark brown. Although 
this may seem small, any fan of 
“The Lion King” will observe this. 

Also, the color of Scar’s 

fur is many shades lighter than 
it’s meant to be. Much like adult 
Simba in the new film, Scar has 
a more serious face, making 
him much more terrifying than 
he should be. This shows Scar 
was better portrayed in the orig-
inal movie than the new movie. 

Finally, Timon and Pumba 
in both films are always together. 
Timon and Pumba, aside from 
dialogue, were not given a 
comedic value due to their anima-
tion. Having a more realistic 
tone detracted from their role 
in the movie, comedic relief. 

In conclusion, the four char-
acters compared were all better in 
the original, “The Lion King,” 
than the 2019 remake. “The Lion 
King” 1994 is a musical composed 
by Elton John and Hans Zimmer 
so, which movie had better music? 

“The Lion King” 1994 
undoubtedly had the upper hand 
for the music because it came 
first, although the casting for the 
2019 movie gave the characters 
a different sound that we didn’t 
associate the character with.

“The Lion King” 1994 
had the upper hand to make 
it the better of the two, due to 
the animation, the portrayal of 
characters, casting, and music.

“The Lion King” 
1994 had the 
upper hand to 
make it the better 
of the two, due to 
the animation, the 
portrayal of char-
acters, casting, 
and music.

Post Malone makes you say ‘Wow.’
by Joey Fago ’20

Ever since the world 
heard the song “White Iverson” 
in 2016, 24-year-old musician 
Post Malone has been riding 
the Billboard top charts and 
imprinting his distinct style on 
the hip-hop and rap community. 

Turn on any radio station 
that plays current hits, go to 
any party, shop in any grocery 
store and I am sure you will 
hear a song by Post Malone. 

“Hollywood’s Bleeding” 
is Post Malone’s third album and 
features his unmistakable voice 
that floats over masterfully rhymed 
lyrics to successfully create songs 
that cause the listener to get lost. 

The album was released on 
Sept. 9 and has already topped Bill-
board’s chart giving Post his second 
No. 1 album, following his 2018 
album “Beerbongs & Bentleys.” 

This album was nothing out 
of the ordinary of what fans would 
expect from Post. Fully showcased 
in both “Goodbyes” is Post’s 
signature faded yet sharp vocals 
accompanied by extremely catchy 
produced beats and a heavy auto-
tuned rap verse from Young Thug. 

In “Wow.” Post’s rap vocals 
are on full display, although I 
would not say he is truly a full 
blown rap artist, but rather a perfect 
balance of the rap and pop sound.  

The album could not 
be considered a hip-hop/rap 
album without the occasional 
flex. “I’m so rich… 50 carats 
on my fist” Post proclaims in 
“Saint-Tropez” sounding like 
he is walking through a haunted 
maze filled with bass speakers. 

“On the Road” also has this 

distorted haunted sound to it Post’s 
washed out slower verse contrasted 
wi th  sharp rapped verses 
from Meek Mill and Lil Baby. 

“A Thousand Bad Times” 
also stays safely on brand for Post, 
combining a memorable melody 
with his more pop centered vocals. 

As a fan of Post, I appre-
ciate that he is keeping to 
his original style but also 

Post Malone stands solemnly in the“Hollywood’s Bleeding” album cover. Photo courtesy of Google Images.

respect how he is choosing to 
branch out into new ones. 

This album took a step 
into the rock genre, and Post was 
able to seamlessly modernize 
rock-and-roll music by mixing 
it  with his personal style. 

“Take What You Want” 
opens with a verse sung by 
Ozzy Osbourne accompanied by 
heavy amounts of electrical and 
bass guitar transitioning into a 
rap verse featuring Travis Scott. 

Post’s combination of 
these two styles gives the sound 

a distinct 80s rock song with a 
touch of modern hip-hop/rap 
influence. Post chooses to show-
case his falsetto more than ever 
in this album which leads to more 
light and upbeat songs. “Allergic” 
shows Post moving away from his 
general mopey/sad vocals to more 
80s pop-rock inspired style, incor-
porating a sharp electric guitar. 

The simple and cheery song 

“I’m Gonna Be” features simple 
electric guitar chords, produced 
beats, and Post’s falsetto quickly 
flying over through the melody.

The album has its fair share of 
duets, Swae Lee accompines Post 
in the hit single “Sunflower” and 
Post sings in upbeat syncopation 
with Sza in “Staring at the Sun.” 

When listening to both of 
these songs back-to-back they 
sound extremely similar so if 
“Sunflower” was one of your 
summer jams “Staring at the 
Sun” will definitely please you. 

In “Die for Me” a typical 
pop-rap beat is accompanied by 
rap verses featuring Future and an 
annoying verse featuring Halsey. 
Future’s verse was definitely the 
stand out of the song, but overall 
it fell short and Halsey did not add 
anything to make the song amazing. 

“Enemies” is much like “Die 
for Me” but it is far more upbeat 
with a much more memorable 

melody, and features DaBaby. 
Songs that did not stand out to 
me were “Internet,” “Myself,” 
“I Know.” The beginning of 
“Internet” sounds like Post is 
singing the “E-I-E-I-O’s” from 
“Old McDonald” which really 
threw the whole song off for me. 

“Myself” simply left me 
wanting a more bass driven melody 
because it was extremely slow. The 
slow tempo made it sound like 
Post was just whining about his 
life as he repeatedly sings, “I wish 
I could’ve been there myself.” 

“I know” had a fairly 
catchy melody but that is all; 
it had no dimensions. Post’s 
disconnected voice accompa-
nied by produced beats makes 
it feel like you are in a dream. 

“Circles” highlights Post’s 
more bleary and almost sad 
sounding vocals as he sings, 
“Runaway, but we’re running in 
circles.” His vocals are accom-
panied by simple yet compelling 
bass guitar chords and drum beats. 

This song  was a step 
away from the pop-rap realm 
of Post’s style as it was one of 
the slower songs on the album, 
which made it personally my 
second favorite song on the album.

A l t h o u g h  “ H o l l y -
wood’s  B leed ing”  i s  the 
opener of the album, I thought 
I would save the best for last. 

I really liked how this 
song found the perfect tempo to 
align with the showcased guitar 
chords and the perfect transition 
to a more bass driven melody. 

The opening of the song 
has a very haunted feeling, with 
vocals that almost sound like 
ghosts make way for Post to 
come in and quietly sing, “Holly-
wood’s bleeding, vampires 
feeding, darkness turns to dust.” 

As the song progresses, 
it drops the haunted feeling and 
gets into a more pop-rock driven 
song, which I found compelling. 

Post Malone incorporated 
many new styles into “Hollywood’s 
Bleeding” while staying true to 
the style that made him famous. 

I would definitely suggest 
giving this album a listen because 
it is for sure one of the best 
hip-hop/rap albums of 2019. 
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with the seniors from last year, 
who I had been singing with 
since middle school,” he said. 

To put it simply, Spencer 
said he felt like the whole group 
in Tübingen was just exceptional. 
“The group worked really well 
with each soloist, and the balance 
was perfect, so it was one of the 
best [concerts] we’ve ever had.” 

On the other hand, senior 
Molly Jones said she really 

liked the city of Heidelberg 
and thought it was an exciting 
experience. “Walking through 
the streets and being in the city 
made it feel like this [perfor-
mance] was worth it and exactly 
what we came for,” she said. 

Besides the scheduled 
concerts, there were also a 
couple of impromptu perfor-
mances, including one on a 
gondola ride through Tübingen. 

“When I think about this 
time, my heart feels warm,” said 
Ms. Fiedler. “I often go back to 
the Facebook page and watch 
videos of the performance because 
it was so impressive to me.” 

Outlook Director David 
Baker said he was also impressed 
with how much the students enjoyed 
staying with their host families. 

“I think it improves the 
experience tenfold because you’re 

For the first time, members 
of the select choirs at KO were 
given the unique opportunity 
to travel to Germany this past 
summer and experience the rich 
culture and history while also 
improving their skills as singers. 

On June 13, students 
in choral groups Outlook and 
Voce Novissima set out for their 
week-long journey in Stuttgart. 

Upon their arrival, they 
were greeted by Maria Fiedler, 
the Headmaster of the German 
school Musikschule Filderstadt, 
who, along with Director of 
Voce Novissima Steve Mitchell, 
was responsible for planning 
the trip and ensuring everything 
went as smoothly as possible. 

For the students and chaper-
ones, one of the most exciting parts 
was performing in one of three 
concerts: the first was in Heidel-
berg at the Church of the Holy 
Spirit, the second was at Stifts-
kirche St. George in Tübingen, and 
the third was at the music school. 

Senior Spencer Schaller 
said he enjoyed the music 
school performance the most. 

“It  was probably the 
most emotional concert I had 
with people from KO because 
not only were we all singing 
in front of a complete group of 
strangers in a different country, 
but this also was my last concert 

not just an outsider looking in; 
you’re an outsider being welcomed 
in,” he said. “You get the oppor-
tunity to ask and answer ques-
tions, and you get to see a family 
in that setting and be a part of it.” 

Both Outlook and Voce 
Novissima were split up into pairs, 
and each stayed with a different host 
family, in turn garnering a unique, 
enriching experience for everyone. 

“The connections I made 
with my family were unforget-
table,” sophomore Serafina 
Squatrito said. “I really got 
to know the family, and I am 
staying in touch with them.” 

After dedicating an entire day 
to exploring Stuttgart, the Musik-
schule Filderstadt performance 
was a bittersweet way of saying 
goodbye and thanking the families 
for welcoming the students of KO.

 “The families were so proud 
of everyone, so to watch them enjoy 
how talented the choirs were was a 
real joy for me,” Mr. Mitchell said. 

The German orchestra 
students from the Musikschule 
Filderstadt had such a fun time 
hosting the vocally talented 
Wyverns that now they are planning 
to come to KO in the fall of 2020, 
which will include performances 
and sight-seeing of West Hartford.

This exchange between 
the two schools is one that Mr. 
Mitchell, Mr. Baker, and Ms. 
Fiedler all said they hope to 
continue for many years to come.

The power of music: KO and Musik-
schule Filderstadt connect overseas
by Samhita Kashyap ’22

Members of Outlook and Voce Novissima smile for a photo in Germany. Picture courtesy of Steve Mitchell. 

For senior Rohan Naik, 
playing the violin has become part 
of his identity. When Rohan was 
six, he started taking violin lessons. 
He joined the school orchestra for 
the first time when he was in sixth 
grade and has been a member of 
musical groups ever since. Now, 
he plays in some of the most 
acclaimed music halls in the world 
such as Carnegie Hall in New 
York City and the Sydney Opera 
House in Sydney, Australia, where 
he performed over the summer. 

Rohan earned his spot to 
play at Carnegie Hall in the High 
School Honors Performance 
program. From this group of musi-
cians that played in New York, he 
was given the opportunity to send 
in an audition tape to be considered 
to perform in Sydney. He was one 
of 100 musicians who received 
a chance to play in Australia 
out of 10,000 that applied.  

He flew to Sydney with 
his family and arrived two days 
early to get used to the time 
change and experience the city. 
On the third day, Rohan joined 
his fellow musicians to start 
practicing. “In the beginning, 
the rehearsals were difficult, 

but as time went on, the pieces 
started to sound better,” he said. 

The orchestra performed 
pieces from “Schindler’s List” 
composed by John Williams and 
the difficult “Symphony #4” by 
Russian composer Dmitri Shosta-
kovich. While Rohan was there, 
he met fellow performers from all 
over the United States and around 
the world including China, Ireland 
and the Philippines. “Although I 
played with the same people at 
Carnegie Hall, it was great to 

Naik performs in Sydney with 
High School Honors program  

“Technically 
Rohan continues 
to get better.”

– Mr. Chiarappa

see them again,” said Rohan. 
Playing in Carnegie Hall 

got Naik excited to keep playing 

Rohan smiles for the camera in 
front of the Opera House. Photo 
courtesy of Rohan Naik ’20

by Jamie Amell ’20

This year, the concert band 
is taking on a unique endeavor. It 
is a very exciting time for the band 
members including Creative Arts 
Department Chair, Todd Millen. 

The musicians are thrilled 
to partake in an entirely new 
experience;  Mr.  Millen is 
commissioning a piece for the 
band to perform in the spring.

Mr. Millen hired award-
winning composer,  Shawn 
Okpebholo, to write a piece 
exclusively for our concert band.

“It is going to feature senior 
Matthew Marottolo as the lead 
singer, who will be accompanied 
by the band,” said Mr. Millen.

Mr. Okpebholo has written 
many pieces and this year. KO 
is fortunate enough to have him 
working alongside our band, 
which is made up of 40 talented 
musicians, including returning 
players and new freshmen. 

His  mus ic  has  been 
performed at venues such as 
Carnegie Hall, The Kennedy 
Center, The National Cathe-
d r a l ,  a n d  m a n y  m o r e . 

Mr. Okpebholo is planning to 
visit KO in March and spend three 
days working alongside the musi-

cians to share his musical wisdom.
The year has been off to a 

great start. According to Mr. Millen, 
the band has been sounding great 
from what he has noticed from 
the few practices they have had. 

The band practices three 
times every two weeks because it is 
split between the other ensembles. 

Sophomore flautist Shri 
Narasimhan said that he enjoys 
the music selection this year. 

In order to meet his musical 
goals, he practices five times a week 
and said that he can see improve-
ment with this practice schedule. 

Sophomore tenor saxo-
phonist James Beerbower said he 
is happy that there are still many 
kids involved in high school band. 

“Mr. Millen is great because 
he always knows what he is doing, 
and you can tell he has had a 
lot of experience,” James said.

There will be concerts, 
such as the winter and spring 
concert, and Jazzappella as usual 
around the holidays as well as 
the spring, giving a chance for 
the band to showcase their skills.

Additionally, the band 
will show off their excep-
tional talent when they perform 
Mr.  Okpebholo’s commis-
sioned piece at the end of April. 

One of a kind chance 
for the Concert Band 
by  Katharine Doar ’22

violin. “Technically Rohan 
continues to get better, and when 
he returned from Carnegie Hall 
he was fired up to keep playing,” 
Kingswood Oxford Orchestra 
Director Richard Chiarappa said. 

Rohan made the most of 
the time he had over the summer. 
“Playing at the Sydney Opera 
House was a great experience 
and with the amazing sounds of 
the orchestra and the sights of 
the city, it is definitely a summer 
trip I will never forget,” he said.  

Currently, Rohan is the 
assistant to the concertmaster in 
the KO Orchestra and also plays 
with Mr. Chiarappa in the West 
Hartford Symphony Orchestra. 
In the future, Rohan would love 
to play in college and continue to 
improve his skills as a violinist.
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by Luv Kataria ’20

If you want to learn about 
the history of art, AP Art History 
is the class for you. This class, 
taught by English and Creative 
Arts teacher Heidi Hojnicki, is 
offered based on enrollment. 

The class studies art from 
30,000 BCE to present day from 
all over the world, looking at it 
in context of how it was made 
and its significance to its time. 

Of course, since it’s an 
AP class, Ms. Hojnicki has to 
follow a curriculum that prepares 
her students to take the exam in 
May. “It used to be that anything 
was fair game, but [The College 
Board] narrowed it down to 250 
specific images you have to 
know inside and out,” she said. 

This means that students 
have to memorize everything 
about these 250 images. Specifi-
cally, with each work, students 
have to know four things: form, 
function, content, and context, 
and apply it to the multiple choice 
and essay sections of the exam. 

Despite this, Ms. Hojnicki 

said that the class is very fast 
paced, as students have to learn so 
much in such a short period of time. 

The history aspect of the 

class comes when students are 
required to know the function 
and time periods of the pieces. 

“We spend time looking at 
how different cultures affected 
different art making, the way they 
influence each other, what changed 
in their art making when they 
encountered each other. “A lot of it 

AP Art History: studying talented 
artists of the past and present

Elan jazzes it up at music camp
This past summer, senior 

Elan Stadelmann embarked on a 
two-week musical journey at the 
Litchfield Jazz Camp, an innova-
tive program at the Gunnery School 
for high school students interested 
in exploring the depths of jazz.

For Elan, he said this meant 
spending two weeks in heaven. 
“The camp was amazing no matter 
what we were doing, whether it 
was transcription, working through 
scales, or playing tunes,” he said. 

Elan said that each day at 
the sleepaway camp was sched-
uled pretty much the same, but 
every minute was worth it for him. 

“Each day lasted from 
around 8:45 in the morning to 10:00 
at night. First, we’d go to combo, 
which is the group of students you 
worked with for the majority of 
the time,” he said. “Then we’d 
attend a music theory class and 
a master class, where I learned 
some helpful tonal exercises and 
tips on how to prep my reeds.”

After that, Elan said each 
student had time for an elec-
tive music course, such as the 
“Listening to Jazz” course Elan 
decided to do in order to further 
immerse himself in the jazz world. 

E v e r y o n e  w a s  t h e n 
given a free hour to do what 
they would like, which Elan 
used for practicing his pieces.

 “Every night we also had 
a faculty concert because all the 
faculty were actual artists and 
they were good since music is 
their main job in real life,” he said. 

Elan said that all the faculty 
at the Gunnery were extremely 
supportive and instructive, but he 

appreciated one specific faculty 
member, Pedro Millan, the most. 
“He was tough but I remember 
after the first week was over, he 
went up to me after my concert 
and told me what he thought,” 
he said. “He made me feel vali-
dated, and he understood I was 
putting in all my effort, but he still 
gave me some helpful pointers.” 

Elan said that Millan was so 
impressed with him that they ended 
up following each other on Insta-
gram and still have stayed in touch. 

Elan said the most valu-
able part of the camp for him 
was receiving support from both 
teachers and students alike, because 
before he had never been entirely 

“It was an awak-
ening for me, like 
I have to pursue 
music in my life... 
I have to do  
something with 
music.”
–Elan Stadelmann

“The camp was 
amazing no matter 
what we were 
doing, whether it 
was transcription, 
working through 
scales, or playing 
tunes.”  
–Elan Stadelmann

sure if music was the right career 
path for him. “It was an awakening 

for me, like I have to pursue music 
in my life. I don’t know what yet, 
but I have to do something with 
music,” he said. Elan said he is 
grateful that he realized what he 
wanted to do with his life before 
he sent in college applications so 
that he could better understand 
where he really wanted to go.

What made his experiences 
at the camp possible, Elan said, 
was that he had received the Joseph 
Spinella Scholarship in the spring.

“I had always wanted the 
opportunity to go, but financially 
I never could, so getting the grant 
was so amazing,” he said. A bari-
tone saxophone player in the KO 
Jazz Combo, he also said he was 

grateful for his teachers and peers 
at KO for helping him build his 
confidence and musical abilities. 

“I’m really so blessed to 
be surrounded every day by 
people at KO who are all such 
awesome people, and I couldn’t 
thank them enough for everything.”

Elan said that he also recently 
joined an outside-of-school 
jazz band called “Old School,” 
which is a group of 15-19-year-
olds who all want to pursue jazz 
music further. According to Elan, 
people who get together outside 
of school are more driven and 
more excited to work together, 

by Alyssa Pilecki ’20

Senior Elan Stadelmann feels the music, performing a solo at Jazzapella 2018. Photo courtesy of Jacqueline Pisani.

was related to what was happening 
in the world at that time, whether 
it was colonialism, war, or trade,” 
she said. “Last time, the AP went 

well, so during the month of April, 
I held optional Sunday classes, so 
the students that prepared on their 
own got the fives. I was really 
pleased with how everyone did. 
There were no big surprises.”

Seniors Jenna Blocher 
and Madeleine Pelletier are both 
taking AP Art History and are 

very excited for the year ahead, 
especially for the museum trips. 

They describe Ms. Hojnicki 
as having a deep passion for 
teaching the class, making the 
rigorous class fun to be a part of. 
They also both agreed that the class 
requires deep analytical skills that 
the students apply to the art pieces. 

“I’m interested in art 
and I want to learn more about 
geography,” Madeleine said. 

As mentioned before, the 
class will eventually pursue a trip 
to the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art in New York and perhaps also 
to the Brooklyn Museum of Art. 

Ms. Hojnicki is also interested 
in doing an art history June term. 

“It’s an academic class. 
We don’t create art; we study 
it,” Ms. Hojnicki said. “Students 
who take studio art bring a 
lot of analysis skills already. 
They understand form, compo-
sition and things like that.”

The challenges that the 
course present are well worth 
the time and effort that one  puts 
in. Especially because it is only 
offered with enough interest 

“We spend time 
looking at how 
different cultures 
affected different 
art making, the 
way they influence 
each other, what 
changed in their 
art making.” 
–Ms. Hojnicki

Ms. Hojnicki looks on two with senior AP Art History students: Isabella  
Leuschner amd Juliana Kulak.. Photo by Aiden Borruso ’20.

shown, students should take 
the opportunity to review the 
requirements and see how the 
class might fit their interests 
and what they want to pursue. 

Overall,  Ms. Hojnicki 
recommends the class to anyone 
who wants to be challenged in 
art history, or anyone who has an 
interest in either art, history, or both. 

even though it takes a lot of work. 
“It’s so much fun and I love it 

because it’s nice to be in a room of 
people that bring you up and help 
you develop your skills, instead of 
thinking of music as a drag,” he said.

Deeply grounded in talent and 
hard work, Elan said he is excited 
about the future and to see where 
else his love for music will take him. 
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Fashionista of the Month: Nick Stolfi
by Sophia Kaufman ’20

Senior Nick Stolfi certainly 
has a unique sense of style that 
he shows off in school every day. 

Nick states that he usually 
shops at the Westfarms Mall, 
or other places that have a wide 
variety of options. He claims 
that there isn’t one specific 
brand that he loves, but he 
rather focuses on the fit of the 
item and what looks good on. 

“If I could describe my style 
in a few words it would be classic 
and sophisticated,” Nick said. 
“I never jump on trends or wear 
clothing with big brand logos, 
and I most often follow basic 
rules about colors and patterns. 
It creates a more timeless look.”

Clearly, he shows a great 
sense of confidence as he sticks to 
his own sense of fashion despite 
the constantly rotating trends.  

 It is unlike many teenage 
boys to dress as sophisticated as 
Nick, truly expressing himself as 
an individual through his dress.

He often comes into school 
donning classy dress shirts with 
several patterns that he color-coor-
dinates with shorts or pants. He adds 
a special touch with unique shoes. 

In addition to his amazing 
outfits, Nick stated that a major 

component of his look and his 
favorite piece to sport is his 
loafers. He has many different 
styles of loafers and attempts to 
include them in all his outfits. 

Another one of his favorite 
accessories is a watch. He likes 
watches that are slim and minimal-
istic with leather straps, which he 
said subtly adds style and fashion to 
his daily looks. This contributes to 
his classic and bold outfit choices. 

Nick said he also looks 
to public figures once in a while 
for ideas of different looks. 
“I’m inspired by many celebri-
ties and public figures on social 
media and YouTube,” said Nick. 

“However, I don’t try to 
resemble any one person with 
my fashion, and more impor-
tantly, I never try to look exactly 
like someone else. Everyone has 
a different frame and features, 
so it is important to wear what 
looks good on yourself, not what 
looks good on another person.” 

Nick said he strives to show 
others the importance of staying 
true to oneself and hopes to inspire 
others to feel their best in whatever 
it is they themselves choose to wear.

“I can’t say I’m a huge 
trendsetter at KO, but I hope for 
people around me to become 
more comfortable wearing 

th ings  tha t  a ren’t  neces -
sarily the norm,” said Nick

In addition, Nick said that his 
style out of school as well on the 
weekends is similar to the outfits 
that he wears during the week, 
but usually a little more casual. 
He would wear jeans, chinos, 
or other items that are comfier.

Additionally, Nick said that 

after coming to KO, his style has 
significantly changed. Going to a 
new school pushed him to step out 
of his comfort zone with his outfits 
and dress up more often. He stated 
that his fashion sense developed in 
his later years of high school from 
the wide range of people and overall 
culture of the KO community.

He strives to continue 

dressing with a bold and unique style 
later on in life, including in college.

Overall, throughout Nick’s 
two years at KO, he has certainly 
stood out from the crowd with 
his different and wonderful sense 
of fashion; the KO community 
looks forward to seeing what 
comes next with his looks and 
new additions to the fashion world.

Amelia Levine takes photo skills across country
by Emma Levinbook ’22

“I have been interested in 
taking photos since the first time 
I held a camera,” senior Amelia 
Levine said excitedly, thinking 
back to when her passion for 
photography first began to unfold. 

From snapping photos 
while on vacation, to taking both 
Photography 1 and Photography 
2 at KO, Amelia has developed 

greatly as a photographer and has 
fallen deeper in love with the craft. 

This led to her selection for 
the impressive Rosoff Fellow-
ship, where she was able to hone 
her photography skills for 12 
days by taking part in National 
Geographic Student Expeditions 
in Yosemite and San Francisco.

Amelia worked with National 
Geographic photographers Ronan 
Donovan and Christian Murillo, 

as well as 16 other students, all 
of whom instantly clicked due 
to their love of photography. 

Although Amelia said 
she doesn’t have a set style, she 
usually gravitates towards close-
up shots of objects or landscapes. 

“It was really cool when 
they challenged us to all types 
of photography and I had to take 
a bunch of portrait shots, which 
was new to me,” Amelia said 
about the instructors on the trip. 
“My style is more artsy with 
interesting compositions. I hope to 
take photography in college, and I 
would love to make a job out of it.”

For the first three days of 
the trip, the students stayed in 
a hostel in San Francisco. “We 
went to a bunch of really cool 
places to take photos,” Amelia 
said. “We also woke up at 4 a.m. 
one of those mornings to take a 

sunrise photo and we stayed out 
until 12 a.m. taking sunset photos.” 

After San Francisco, Amelia 
and the rest of the group trav-
eled to Yosemite where they did 
a lot of hiking. “We went rock 
climbing, we swam in a little 
creek by our hostel, and we also 
took a course with a member of 
the Yosemite search and rescue 
team, and he taught us about 
all of his rescues,” Amelia said. 

Just as they did in San 
Francisco, the group woke 
up at 2:45 a.m. a few times in 
order to take sunrise shots and 
then went to bed at 2:00 a.m. 
to take sunset and star shots. 

After experiencing the 
wonder of Yosemite, the group 
returned to San Francisco once 
more and set up a pop up gallery 
for the public that displayed 
all of their impressive photos, 

which garnered great reactions. 
Overall, Amelia thought the 

experience was amazing, even 
when she had to wake up at 3 a.m! 
“I learned so much about what 
settings to use and how to take 
long exposure shots and so much 
more photography stuff,” Amelia 
said. “It was such a fun experi-
ence, and I wish I could go back.” 

Amelia said she recommends 
the National Geographic Student 
Expeditions workshops to all 
students – even those who are not 
that experienced in photography. 

According to Amelia, the 
knowledge you gain from the 
program is what is most valu-
able. “Everyone wants to learn 
and it makes the environment so 
fun,” she said. “You do a lot of 
crazy things a tourist wouldn’t 
necessarily be able to do, which 
makes it totally worth the time.”

Senior Nick Stolfi strikes a pose for the camera in a flashy shirt from Thailand.  Photo by Jane Liang ’22.

Amelia frames a shot: flipping for joy on a bridge in San Francisco. Photo by Amelia Levine ’20.

Painting skies and mountains in San Francisco. Photo by  Amelia Levine ’20.
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K i n g s w o o d  O x f o r d 
welcomes new earth science 
and technology teacher, as well 
as coach, Sarah Nolan to the 
community. Ms. Nolan studied 
physics and geology at State 
University of New York at 
New Paltz (SUNY New Paltz), 
where her love of science grew. 

Before arriving at KO, while 
also completing her bachelor of 
science at SUNY New Paltz, she 
was employed at the university’s 
library. “My job was to help main-
tain the library’s organization and to 
help patrons navigate the library’s 
resources,” she said. Ms. Nolan 
also lived in New Paltz, New York 
before moving to Connecticut.

This year, Ms. Nolan will 
hone her science skills teaching 
Form I earth science, while also 
co-teaching a technology class 
for Upper Prep students. “I think 
I have always loved science,” 
Ms. Nolan said. “As a child, I 
was always curious and enjoyed 
learning about how the world 
works in my science classes.” This 
fall she coaches Middle School 
field hockey. In the winter, she 
plans to coach Middle School girls 
B basketball. During the spring 
term, she expects to coach either 
JV or varsity girls basketball, as 
well as middle school softball. 

Although coming to KO 
was a big change for Ms. Nolan, 
she said that all of her colleagues 
have been extremely kind and 
welcoming. She is looking forward 
to many of the hands-on activities 
and labs she will be doing with 
her earth science classes this year. 

In her free time, Ms. Nolan 
enjoys spending time outdoors, 
like hiking and traveling. “I am 
excited to explore the area and take 
advantage of all the town has to 
offer, as well as the many hiking 
trails nearby,” Ms. Nolan said.

Ms. Nolan, KO is delighted 
to have you as a part of the 
community and we wish you 
all the best in your endeavors!

KO welcomes new faculty 

The Kingswood Oxford 
community extends a warm and 
happy welcome to the new Director 
of the Upper School Dan Gleason. 

Highly educated,  Dr. 
Gleason attended Pomona College 
as an English major, proceeding 
to teach English in Japan for a 
year and a half after he graduated. 

He also received his Ph.D. in 
English from Northwestern Univer-
sity in 2007 and then a Master’s 
Degree in Educational Leadership 
from the University of Illinois.

Dr. Gleason then worked 
for eight years as an English 
teacher, English department 
chair, and director of curriculum 
at Illinois Math and Science 

by Alyssa Pilecki ’20 Academy, a residential STEM 
magnet school in Il l inois. 

Afterward, he took on 
the role of English depart-
ment chair at Maine East High 
School situated in Chicago.

Coming with his wife and 
five-year-old twins all the way 
from “The Windy City,” Dr. 
Gleason said he hopes he will 
bring with him a new wave of 
engagement and collaboration. 

“I’m a pretty collaborative 
person, so I’m really excited to 
work closely with everyone here 
and learn more about KO,” he 
said. “I’m also looking forward to 
working with all the faculty and 
staff on continuing to build and 
emphasize the culture of innova-
tion and motivation in the school.”

As he recalled his initial 
impression of KO, Dr. Gleason 
said he felt like it was a nice and 
warm community with a beau-
tiful, intimate campus right in 
the city, allowing KO to have 
many opportunities to potentially 
connect with the outside world. 

He said that this, as well as 
knowing that the faculty and staff 
have the freedom and power to inno-
vate and work through their ideas, 
motivated him to take on the job.

Only a few weeks have gone 
by, yet Dr. Gleason said he has 
already been sticking to his plan 
of pursuing higher engagement in 
both the students and faculty here. 

“Back in the spring, after 
taking a tour during my interview 
process I was able to meet some 

students and sit in on classes,” he 
said. “I’ve taken some inspiration 
from that, and I’ve been in about 
three to five classes a day because 
my goal is to see all the teachers 
and their classes by Parent Night.” 

Other than English and 
all things pedagogical, Dr. 
Gleason has several passions. 

Some of these include 
cooking (especially soups and 
pescatarian or vegetarian meals), 
spending time with his family, 
playing mostly jazz on the saxo-
phone, playing basketball, and 
hiking. For a nice view, he said 
he recommends the Yellow 
Trail at Penwood in Bloomfield. 

KO loves having you 
here, Dr. Gleason, and we wish 
you the best of luck this year! 

Sarah Nolan 

by David Shi ’22 and 
  Emma Levinbook ’22

Joshua Barthelmess

Carolina Croes

Maria Tuckler

New Director of Upper School: Dan Gleason

The Kingswood Oxford 
community is excited to welcome a 
new and passionate math teacher to 
the campus, none other than Kristen 
Valenti, an alumna of Mount 
Holyoke University and Southern 
Connecticut State University.

Before coming to KO, Ms. 
Valenti had 11 years of teaching 
experience, sharing her love of 
math and problem-solving in 
the Hamden Hall School as well 
as the Forman School. She said 
she decided to join KO because 
of the small class sizes in addi-
tion to the school’s encourage-
ment of intellectual curiosity.

Ms. Valenti said she loves 
teaching because of the connec-
tions that she can make with her 
students and the opportunity to 
engage their interest in math. “I 
definitely want to pass on a love 
for learning and to ignite the 
desire to understand why things 
work the way they do inside my 
students,” Ms. Valenti said.” I 
think math is unique in the sense 
that it makes people think from 
different perspectives, which 
is important in any subject.”

Beyond her  love for 
math, Ms. Valenti said that she 
also enjoys being outdoors 
and loves to go hiking in all 

KO warmly welcomes 
the intelligent and energetic 
Joshua Barthelmess to the Upper 
School as a new math teacher! 

Mr. Barthelmess is fresh 
out of school, graduating from 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.

Even though he almost 
became a software designer, he 
said he realized that teaching 
was truly the right career for him.
Mr. Barthelmess said he was 
drawn specifically to KO because 
of the tight-knit community. 

“Even after only being 
here for a few weeks, I’ve really 
gotten the sense that this is a very 
welcoming community, which 
contributes to making it a safe 
and positive learning environ-
ment,” he said. “I’m also a big 
supporter of the mission state-
ment, especially of the ‘intellectual 
curiosity’ part that [Mr. Dillow] 
talked about during Convocation.” 

A s  a  t e a c h e r ,  M r. 
Barthelmess said he hopes to 
pass on more than equations and 
formulas. “While I want to pass 

KO is happy to say “¡Hola!” 
to Carolina Croes, a talented and 
experienced addition to the school. 

This year, Ms. Croes will 
not only be teaching five Spanish 
classes, including Spanish 5 
AP, but she will also act as a 
co-advisor alongside Mrs. Lamb 
and a coach for JV girls soccer.

Before coming to KO, Ms. 
Croes taught at the Chase Colle-
giate School in Waterbury for six 
years and at Choate Rosemary 
Hall in Wallingford for 12.One 
fateful day, amidst a search for a 
replacement after she would retire, 

former Spanish teacher Lynn 
Schork called up Ms. Croes and 
convinced her to take a look at KO. 

Ms. Croes said she was 
amazed by the students’ eager 
attitude to learn which greatly 
influenced her decision to 
become a part of our community. 

A Venezuelan nat ive, 
Ms. Croes immigrated to the 
U.S. in 2000 and feels her 
experiences greatly improve 
her teaching and knowledge. 

“My goal as a teacher 
is to impart a love of Spanish 
and Venezuelan culture on 
all my students,” she said.

Besides teaching, Ms. 
Croes loves to be active, go 
on weekly excursions with her 
family, kayak, hike, cook, or paint. 

On behalf of all of the 
KO community, we welcome 
you and are excited to have you 
here. ¡Bienvenida, Señora Croes!

Kristen Valenti seasons with her dog, Captain.
As a school, we are all 

excited to welcome you to our 
community, Ms. Valenti, and 
we hope this year is a great one!

on a love for math and problem-
solving, I think enlarging and 
expanding character is far more 
important and it is my number 
one goal this year,” he explained.

B e s i d e s  m a t h ,  M r. 
Barthelmess is an avid gamer in 
his free time, playing popular 
titles such as “Super Smash Bros: 
Ultimate.” He also said he enjoys 
baseball and rooting for the Red 
Sox; thus, he will be the coach 
for JV baseball, in addition to 
JV boys’ basketball this year.

KO is happy to have 
you join our community, Mr. 
Barthelmess! We wish you 
the best of luck this year!

New faculty flash some smiles at the start of their KO journey. From left to right: Dr. Gleason (back,), Ms. Tuckler, Mr. 
Barthelmess, Ms. Croes, Ms. Nolan, and Ms. Valenti. Photo by Jackie Pisani. 

“I’m a pretty 
collaborative 
person, so I’m 
really excited 
to work closely 
with everyone at 
school  and learn 
more about our 
school”

–Dan Gleason 

Kingswood Oxford is 
excited to welcome new Spanish 
teacher and coach Maria Tuckler 
to the community this year. 

Ms. Tuckler will teach 
both Spanish C in the Middle 
School as well as Spanish 
1  i n  t he  Uppe r  Schoo l . 

She is also coaching the 
Middle School B soccer team.

A native Spanish speaker, 
Ms. Tuckler was born in Nica-
ragua but before coming to 
KO, she lived and taught in 
Toronto, Canada for 20 years 

Throughout her time at 
KO, Ms. Tuckler hopes to teach 
her students to appreciate and 
understand the different Spanish 
cultures throughout the world.

In her free time, Ms. Tuckler 
loves to work on her photography 
and art. She also spends time 
walking her Goldendoodle, Butkus.

Ms .  Tuckle r  i s  very 
excited to join the KO commu-
ni ty  and meet  many new 
faces on and around campus.

On behalf of the KO 
community we are delighted 
to have you join us this year!
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Making headlines at The Times
by Braeden Rose ’21

Juniors Niki Taylor and 
Madeline Arcaro spent two weeks 
this summer at the School of the 
New York Times (SONYT), a 
writing and journalism program at 
New York University run by, you 
guessed it: the New York Times. 

The two best friends are 
both avid writers and editors 
for the KO News and share a 
passion for writing. Although 
Niki prefers screen writing and 
Madeline loves journalism, their 
interest in writing drew them to 
different summer programs in the 
School of the New York Times.

“It’s actually really weird 
because by the time we were 
both applying we were both 
good friends–” Madeline said 
before Niki finished her sentence. 
“But we had never talked about 
applying together,” Niki explained. 

Madeline was first drawn 
to one of the School’s journalism 
courses in the winter of the 
2017-2018 school year. Unfortu-
nately, it did not work out for her. 

“When I was in the middle 
of the application, literally in the 
middle of doing the application, 

it closed,” Madeline said, “Like, 
they kicked me out of it. The 
last person had been accepted.” 

Still determined to apply, 
Madeline waited an entire 
year. “The next year, I did 
the application the day that it 
opened,” she explained. “It was 
December 2. I did it the day 
it opened, and I submitted it.” 
About two months later, she 
was told she had been accepted.

Niki’s story with the program 
started out a little bit differently. 

“I found it on Instagram,” she 
said, laughing. “Just like scrolling 
through my feed and I thought, 
‘Oh, this seems cool, and they 
have writing for film and I’m really 
interested in film.’ So I thought 
that would be a good idea.” Niki 
applied before the early deadline. 

The two friends only found 
out they were both attending when 
Madeline was looking through 
KO News survey responses about 
programs and activities people 
were doing over the summer. 

“One of the responses was 
‘SONYT,’ and it was Taylor.N.21 
and I was like ‘Whose last name 
is Taylor?’” Madeline laughed. 
“It got so bad that I had to go 

through the emails, and type in 
Taylor to figure out who it was.” 

It turned out that, not 
only were they attending the 
same program, but they were 
attending the same session, 
too,  by pure coincidence. 

While the school is run by 
the New York Times, it isn’t just 
a school for journalism. In Niki’s 
course, she developed a draft into a 
10-12 minute finished screenplay. 

“It’s about this CIA agent 
with this partner she’s really close 
to, and he has to fake his death 
and not tell her,” she explained, 
“and eventually he shows back 
up and she can’t come to terms 
with how he betrayed her.”

Niki  sa id  she  rea l ly 
learned how to structure as 
well as style a screenplay. 

“For the class, we could 
write a pilot or a short film. Then 
we worked on developing the 
characters, and it had to wrap up 
in some way at the end,” she said. 

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , 
Made l ine ’s  c lass  was  an 
introduction to journalism. 

“When I applied I consid-
ered myself a beginner, but by the 
time I took it I definitely wasn’t,” 

she said. “We did a lot of work 
with on-the-spot interviewing too, 
which I hadn’t done much of.”

Niki also got the oppor-
tunity to talk to the head of the 
screen writing program at NYU. 
“He gave advice about what their 
school or others like it would look 
for in an application,” Niki said.  

“He also said that, because it’s a 
very risky business, most people 
don’t get started on [screen-
writing] straight out of college. 
They’ll minor in something unre-
lated and work on that first.”

Both Madeline and Niki said 
they enjoyed their experiences at 
the SONYT and are glad they went. 

Juniors Niki Taylor and Madeline Arcaro smiling for the camera. Photo cour-
tesy of Madeline Arcaro ’21.

In August of 2018, senior 
Ella Schwartz said she was driving 
through the “boring and flat” state 
of Wisconsin with her mother 
and looking at colleges when she 
was suddenly struck with an idea, 
inspired by her love of robotics. 

“I decided, while I was 
speaking with my mother, to 
start a free engineering camp for 
elementary school students in my 
hometown of Plainville,” she said. 

Ella took robotics while she 
was a middle schooler in Plainville, 
and she credits that with helping 
launch her into joining the KO 
robotics team, which in turn moti-
vated her to start the summer camp. 

Ella said she started drafting 
a plan to present to the superinten-
dent of schools in Plainville. The 
plan included an hour-by-hour 
schedule as well as some example 
engineering challenges so the 
superintendent could get a feel 
for what the camp would entail.

When picking the engi-
neering challenges she was 
going to include, she thought 
back to her prior experiences. 

“I had gone to a bunch 
of engineering camps and so I 
wanted to do some of those chal-
lenges,” she said. “I also Googled 
some to make sure I had enough.” 

Ella anticipated doing up 
to ten of the challenges, but she 
planned 20 just in case. “Some 
challenges take longer than 
expected, some shorter, and if 
the kids are having a lot of fun, 
you may want to keep doing 
that for a little longer,” she said.

Once her proposal was 
approved, Ella set her eyes 

on the Jamie Garfield ’00 
Grant, awarded through KO. 

The application stated that 
the focus of the project should 
be a “hands-on” experience, as 
opposed to a purely academic 
or theoretical pursuit. The grant 
allows for the funding of both the 
participation in existing programs 
as well as original proposals. 

Ella applied for the grant 
and was named a recipient. 
“That helped pay for t-shirts, 
almost all our supplies except 
for the robotics parts, as well 
as first aid kits,” Ella said. 

Ella estimated that the 
whole process of planning 
took between 30 and 50 hours.

Once the 20 camper spots 
were filled, Ella sent out a pre-
camp survey to participating fami-
lies asking children about what 

“The challenges 
are designed to 
induce frustration 
so the campers 
can learn to work 
past it”

– Ella Schwartz

Ella establishes engineering camp
by Braeden Rose ’21 aspect of the engineering camp 

they were most interested in and 
asking parents about how their 
children dealt with frustration.  

The mornings consisted of 
engineering challenges that Ella 
had compiled, with a snack break 
in between. Some of the challenges 
included Penny Boats, an activity 
where small boats were built using 
aluminum foil and pennies were 
stacked on top until they sunk, as 
well as Newspaper Chairs, where 
campers were given a stack of 
newspapers to make a chair that 
could support their classmates. 
“The challenges are designed to 
induce frustration so the campers 
can learn to work past it,” Ella said. 
“There was crying at times, and 
some campers were mad that we 
wouldn’t give them the answers, 
but it’s all a part of the process.” 

The purpose of the camp, 
according to Ella, was to teach 
the campers communication and 
cooperation through engineering. 
“I feel those are the most impor-
tant skills that anybody will need 
in any future career, no matter 
if it’s as an engineer or some-
thing else entirely,” she said. 

In the afternoons, campers 
designed VEX IQ robots. They 
were sorted into ‘lanyard groups’ 
by their grade. After spending 
the first two days building their 
robots, campers then participated 
in activities with them, such 
as driving on the field, playing 
small games, and programming 
the robots to drive in a circle. 

One day, Ella and the other 
counselors made a maze of tape 
on the floor of the main atrium, 
where they had the students 

pretend they were robots. “We 
would blindfold them and have 
somebody else direct them through 
the maze. This is where we taught 
them about angles, so the students 
would be able to say ‘turn to the 
right 90°’ and they could apply 

Seniors Ella Schwartz and Mike Doyle having fun running engineering camp in Plainville, separating each student by 
their grade to design robots. Photo courtesy of Ella Schwartz ’20.

this to programming,” she said. 
 KO senior Mike Doyle, 

along with three “junior coun-
selors,” (eighth-graders who went 
to the Plainville Middle School,) 
helped Ella out with the plan-
ning and running of the camp. 
Ella’s mother, who also works at 
the Plainville Middle School and 
teaches robotics during the school 
year, helped Ella book the class-
rooms and assisted her during the 
camp if they needed an extra hand. 

As part of the post-camp 
survey, Ella asked parents if they 
believed their children improved 
their problem-solving and their 
ability to control their own frus-
tration. All of them said yes, 
and Ella believes the camp was 
a huge success. “The plan is to 
do it again. We’ll apply for a 
different grant and hopefully we 
also have some volunteers who 
can make it possible,” she said. 
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Kingswood Oxford passes the test
by Madeline Arcaro ’21

With Head of School Tom 
Dillow starting his new posi-
tion this past July, Kingswood 
Oxford was bound to be changed 
as he stepped into a new role. 
Not only did the school undergo 
a major change, but KO has 
just finished an accreditation 
process by NEASC, the New 
England Association of Schools 
and Colleges, which judges the 
school on a variety of things. 

NEASC just approved KO 
for accreditation at the beginning 
of the 2019-2020 school year. 

While not a surprise by 
any means, it means a lot to 
Mr. Dillow and faculty that the 
accreditation agency believes that 
KO has made lots of beneficial 
changes, and gives suggestions on 
how it can be better. A stamp of 
approval from NEASC “attests to 
a school’s high quality and integ-
rity,” according to their website.

According to the NEASC 
website, “an accredited school 
is one which has available the 
necessary resources to achieve its 
stated purposes through appro-
priate educational programs, is 
substantially doing so, and gives 
reasonable evidence that it will 
continue to do so in the foreseeable 
future. Institutional integrity is also 
addressed through accreditation.” 

In order for a school to 
become accredited, they must 
submit an assessment of what the 
school thinks are their strengths 
and weaknesses. The school split 
into multiple committees run 
by different faculty members, 
and created a to-do list. Some 
of the items on the list were 
revamping the technology plan, 
make changes in the international 
students program to fit the needs 
of the students better, develop 
a better and more reliable way 
to store files, and several new 
recommendations and sugges-
tions for the athletic department. 

The school is currently 
working on these things. There 
was also talk about making the 
transition from Form 2 to Form 
3 easier, changing the budget (it 
was not stated what the changes 
will consist of), increasing diver-
sity, and renovating the library. 

According to Mr. Dillow, 
the NEASC committee judges 
the school based on 15 different 
standards. Those include mission 
and purpose, planning and evalua-
tion, organization and governance, 
the academic program, students, 
teaching, learning, and scholarship, 
institutional resources, educational 
effectiveness, and integrity, trans-
parency, and public disclosure. 

The process of being reac-
credited happens every 10 years, 
and Associate Director of the 
Middle School Kathy Dunn has 
now been in charge twice. Aside 
from Mrs. Dunn, other key players 
in the process were Mr. Dillow 
and Executive Assistant to Head 
of School Sherri Malinoski. 

The people from NEASC 
talked to these three people exten-
sively, as well as every single 
faculty member at KO which is 
quite a feat, according to Mr. Dillow. 

“When I heard we were 
going through accreditation on 
my first year, I think I stayed 
up that night,” Mr. Dillow said. 
“It’s a very laborious process, 
but I was impressed by the work 
that had already been done”

A big recommendation 
that was given by the Visiting 
Team was to make changes to 
the schedule, something that has 
been talked about for a while 
by both faculty and students. 

The visiting team wrote 
“that Kingswood Oxford explore 
sensible alternatives to the existing 
daily, weekly and yearly schedules. 
Time at Kingswood Oxford is espe-
cially precious. The Visiting Team 
is astonished at what the students 
and teachers and staff members 
are able to accomplish given the 
existing schedule. Without sacri-
ficing what makes Kingswood 
Oxford so special, many thoughtful 
voices on campus would like time 
to meet more frequently as classes, 
move major programmatic initia-
tives forward, meet as departments 
and grade level teachers for curric-
ulum strengthening and support of 
students, offer more courses, try to 
create time in the academic year for 
faculty to stay abreast of current 
educational trends, and create 
and deliver signature programs.”

Both students and teachers 
agree with these statements, 
although many had varying opin-

“Let seniors have 
one season off no 
matter what they 
do the other two 
seasons.”
  -Alyssa 

Pilecki

ions on what the schedule should be 
changed to. However, one almost 
unanimous decision was that KO 
should not go to a schedule where 
students have every period of 
every day, with 96.9% of students 
agreeing. Mr. Dillow also believes 
that a schedule like that would be 
going in a backward direction. 

“I can comfortably say that 
we would not be going back to an 
eight periods a day schedule. That 
kind of schedule is more confining 
and the research bears out that it’s 
not good for students’ learning, 
and not good for their social and 
emotional health,” Mr. Dillow said, 
“the trend is to move in the direc-
tion more like a college, so you 
have space and time for students 
to work more deeply on projects.”

While it’s very clear that 
students do not want a schedule 

like that, plenty of students have 
things to say in terms of what they 
want their schedule to look like. 

Freshman Avery Schiff 
wants “more options for classes,” 
she said. She also enjoys the 
block schedule, and said that 
“it’s helpful when it comes to 
work completion and studying.”

A common answer among 
students was that they like the 
Monday/Tuesday schedule 
the most, because that added 
in times for clubs and a time 
to meet with a teacher, which 
may be lacking if students 
don’t have frees in common.

“I like how on Monday and 
Tuesday we have time to eat lunch, 
meet with teachers, have club 
meetings and hang out or do home-
work and wish it was like that every 
day,” senior Molly Jones said. 

“I like how on 
Monday and 
Tuesday we 
have time to eat 
lunch, meet with 
teachers, have 
club meetings and 
hang out or do 
homework and 
wish it was like 
that every day.”
  -Molly 

Jones

Students also had lots to 
say about the athletic require-
ments and changes that could 
be made to the athletic program, 
with varying opinions. 62.5% 
of students think that there 
needs to be a change made. 

“Let seniors have one season 
off no matter what they do the 
other two seasons,” senior Alyssa 
Pilecki said. The concept of getting 
seasons off, whether it be because 
of school work or outside sports, 
was a popular one.“I believe that 
if a student does a sport outside 
of school no matter if it is at KO 
already, they should be able to 
get an independent,” Elyana said. 
“This is because trying to balance 
a sport outside of school and in 
school it can be very difficult.” 

“There are less 
than a handful 
of teachers of 
color and for me 
I have never had 
a teacher of color 
and my sister 
never did in her 
seven years.”
 -Ely Allyene

S o p h o m o r e  L u c i a 
Volin agreed, saying that she 
cannot do martial arts this 
year because the school will 
not count it as an independant.

A common feeling among 
students is that it is unfair to 
make cuts on teams when a 
sports requirement is present. 

“It is unfair to require a 
person to take a sport when there 
are sports that make cuts (even 
for the JV team) and when that 
happens a person has to look for 
another sport and most of the 
time, when the tryouts are over, 
it has already been a few weeks 
and is extremely difficult for a 
person to join another sport,” 
freshman Yiqing Cao said. “So  
they should either allow everyone 
to practice on the JV team, have 
a thirds team, or not have such 
strict rules regarding sports.”

Molly, however, likes the 
athletics the way they are now. 
“I think right now there is a 
good balance between sports and 
other extracurriculars available 
for students to do. I do however 
believe being a part of a team 
is a very important thing that 
everyone should encounter in 

NEASC Process

Diversity

Schedule

NEASC’s f i rs t  Major 
Recommendation (recommenda-
tions that they give KO based off 
of the self study) was to increase 
diversity. In their response to the 
school, they wrote “In response to 
Kingswood Oxford School’s goals 
around equity and inclusion, the 
Visiting Team recommends that 
Kingswood Oxford take delib-
erate steps to create an educational 
program, faculty, staff, administra-
tion, board and approach that are 
as diverse and inclusive as King-
swood Oxford’s student body.” 

Students at KO agree with 
the statement that the faculty 
needs to be more diverse, but 
they also mentioned that the 
student body should be too.

“There are less than a 
handful of teachers of color and 
for me I have never had a teacher 
of color and my sister never did 
in her seven years,” freshman Ely 
Alleyne said. “The students are 
more diverse but not as diverse as I 
like, by looking at the fact that I can 
name all of the students of color.” 

Sophomore Mackenzie 
Caruso agreed, but said that there 
are other types of diversity that 
need to be addressed as well. “I 
think we have many ethnic back-
grounds, but the economic diver-
sity isn’t as plentiful,” she said. 

Athletics

their high school years,” she said. 
Despite having lots of 

recommendations for the school 
to take into consideration, the 
NEASC visiting team gave overall 
a very good report of the school, 
according to Mr. Dillow. “Almost 
all of the recommendations were 
consistent with things that we 
identified for our growth,” he said. 

Some of the commen-
dations that NEASC gave the 
school were the quality of KO 
students, the lengths that faculty 
members go to make sure that 
students are supported, leader-
ship, comments on the educational 
program, and the beautiful campus. 

“They spoke particularly 
about our students and the quality 
of our faculty,” Mr. Dillow said. 

After all of the recom-
mendations and commendations 

from NEASC, the next step for 
Mr. Dillow and the rest of the 
faculty is to come up with what 
they call a strategic plan. The 
strategic plan outlines everything 
that KO is planning on doing 
before the next accreditation in 10 
years. The strategic plan outlines 
a common plan that all students 
and teachers have to follow.

Commendations

“As we build a more stra-
tegic plan, a lot of that is around 
what we want to do for students in 
the classroom,” Mr. Dillow said.  
“A lot of that is for students to 
pursue their own academic inter-
ests. We want to think about what 
our current schedule looks like, 
and we want to create a schedule 
in the future that allows for 
more creativity, more freedom.”

M r .  D i l l o w  w a n t s 
c o m m o n a l i t y  b e t w e e n 
students: things that everyone 
should, and has to know.  

“We are going to be thinking 
deliberately about learning 
outcomes: what is it that we want 
all the students to know and be 
able to do by the time they walk 
on the stage at graduation,” he said. 

Overall, the NEASC visiting 
team loved KO and the things that 
the school stands for. In a letter to 
the school, they wrote “The visiting 
team was effusive in their praise 
of the KO culture and climate. 
[KO is] an extremely productive 
and happy place, where energy 
and enthusiasm fill the campus. 

The committee was appre-
ciative of the joyful spirit the 
visiting team encountered, 
and the interwoven relation-
ships that are notable even 
for an independent school.” 

Mr. Dillow said that even 
though independent schools 
are lauded for their relation-
ships between students, the 
team admitted that KO stands 
out even by those standards. 

KO has a bright future 
ahead of it, according to the 
NEASC team. “KO faces the 
future from a position of strength, 
and stands on a long and deep 
tradition of exceptionally posi-
tive relationships,” they wrote.

 It is evident from their 
reviews that though there was 
a lot of things to work on, 
KO is capable of handling it. 
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SAAC engages the KO community 
by Ciara Chagnon ’21

As the school year begins, 
the Student Athletic Advisory 
Council, or SAAC, has plenty of 
ideas for the fall sports season. 

SAAC off i ce r s  were 
recently appointed, and commit-
tees  are  now working on 
new ideas for autumn events. 

Seniors Wes Pierce and 
Angelina Maselli are co-pres-
idents, junior Sydney Smith is 
vice president, junior Isabelle 
Berkemeyer is secretary, and 
sophomore Alexis Vail is head of 
marketing and communications. 

Committees for Hewett 
Day and Pink Week are hoping 
to improve on previous tradi-
tions, while committees such as 
Spirit Week, the “Hype Train,” 
Middle School and Upper School 
Connections, and Marketing and 
Communications are working to 

spread school spirit and involve 
the entire KO community in 
fall athletics. The long antici-
pated night games on the turf 
can also be expected this season. 

After a lengthy application 
process with West Hartford Zoning, 
KO will finally host night games 
on the turf; the first two games will 
be boys and girls soccer on Friday, 
Oct. 18, with field hockey and 
football back to back on Nov. 8. 

SAAC plans on having 
themes in the school colors for 
spectators, as well as interactive 
half-time shows and possibly 
even a raffle. “We want to see 
it red and black, you know just 
the Wyvern spirit,” Director of 
Athletics Debbie Fiske said. 

Mrs. Fiske described the 
process of getting a permit for 
lights, which began in early 
summer. “You have to go through 
the town of West Hartford’s 

zoning to get a permit, a tempo-
rary permit for the lights,” she said. 
“We sent out around 500 letters to 
everyone surrounding the whole 
campus, letting neighbors know 
we wanted to do this, and we 
had to put out signs letting them 
know about the hearing,” she said. 

Wes attended the hearing 
to give the council a student’s 
perspective and to promote the 
night games. “Going to the hearing 
for the night games was an inter-
esting experience but, of course, 
extremely beneficial,” he said. 
“Although the meeting was long, 
I believe that it showed how much 
of a positive impact KO has on 
the West Hartford community.”

Neighbors’ concerns ranged 
from noise and the brightness of 
lights to the issue of parking on and 
around campus, but West Hartford 
zoning was eventually convinced. 
“After a very long night they 

said that they thought it was very 
reasonable and were very happy 
and excited for us,” Mrs. Fiske said. 

Hewett Day and Pink 
Week are also fast approaching 
this October, and SAAC is 
excitedly thinking of ways to 
improve the classic KO traditions. 

Mrs. Fiske said that while 
they’re great events, SAAC 
wants to find ways to make 
them even better. “We want to 
be thinking, you know, is there 
something more? Can we bring 
a little bit more to it?” she said. 

One new idea for Pink 
Week is to put up ribbons where 
students can write the name of 
somebody who has or is currently 
battling breast cancer. “It’s 
through athletics but it’s bigger 
than that,” Mrs. Fiske said. “It’s a 
world issue that we want to help 
be a voice to and celebrate those 
who are fighting for the cause.” 

Wes said he hopes all 
KO teams will show their 
support. “It is an extremely 
good cause and the support 
from our student body would be 
widely appreciated,” he said.

Brand new to SAAC is 
the Marketing and Commu-
nications committee, which 
Mrs. Fiske hopes will involve 
more of the KO community. 

“While there’s so many 
good things that the groups 
are doing, it kind of becomes 
sheltered just in athletics,” she 
explained. “We’re looking for 
ideas from this committee or 
that group to expand on that.” 

Angelina said she is looking 
forward to what SAAC has 
planned for this year. “Ultimately, 
everyone in SAAC has the same 
goal which is to better KO athletics 
as a whole,” she said. “We’re still 
early and the fun has yet to come.”

Keeping KO 
safe and secure
by Marrich Somridhivej ’22    

This  fa l l ,  Kingswood 
Oxford will continue to add 
additional security measures to 
make sure that everyone in the 
community is safe at all times. 

Although it has not been 
formally announced yet, KO has 
already made some progress in 
installing new security systems.

Buzzer systems have already 
been installed in Lower Roberts 
and the Estes Middle School 
building. “There will be a buzzer, 
AI phone system, and you speak 
and the receptionist can see you 
through the camera,” Director 
of Facilities Larry Marciano 
said. “We already have the 
systems installed and working.”

Students and faculty will 
also be receiving key cards to open 
building doors around campus. 
Each of the plastic cards will have a 
photo ID, name, and a prenumbered 
chip, which will allow the card 
holder to unlock designated doors. 

Mr. Marciano and Dean of 
Students Will Gilyard estimate that 
the doors will be unlocked when 
students arrive in the morning, 
at the end of the academic day, 
and through sports practices.

Mr. Gilyard believes that the 
additional security measures will 
allow him to have a better under-
standing of who is on our campus. 

“Just the fact that doors 
are locked improves security 
because right now, people in our 
neighborhood can just walk into 
our buildings,” Mr. Gilyard said. 

Mr. Gilyard discussed 
further security measures. “We 
also have cameras outside my 
office, the Middle School, and 
Nicholson,” Mr. Gilyard said. 
“People who come for a delivery 
have to come through that system 
and get a visitor’s pass. It is a 
good security measure to add 

on to what we already have.” 
He added that it  will 

allow students to be able to 
access buildings on their own.

Mr. Marciano agreed with 
Mr. Gilyard. “Before, people 
can just come off the streets and 
walk into our buildings,” Mr. 
Marciano said. “In case there 
is some sort of attack on the 
school such as a shooter, the 
doors will be locked so they will 
not have access to our buildings 
easily. Unfortunately, in our day 
and age, these things happen.”

According to Mr. Marciano, 
when students use their cards 
to unlock doors, it will leave a 
timestamp. “All the cards are 
prenumbered,” Mr. Marciano 
said. “There is a chip in it with 
your number; it identifies you. 
When you go around to each 
door, the system reads the chip 
and it will pop up on my screen.”

If a key card is lost, students 
must report it missing. “Once 
you report a key card lost, I can 
immediately go in the system 
and delete it and it won’t work 
anymore,” Mr. Marciano said.

In addition, the card holder 
will be issued a new card with 
a fee, which is yet to be deter-
mined. “They cost money,” Mr. 
Gilyard said. “If you lose your 
card you can go to someone on 
campus to get a new one issued, 
but there will be a fee issued.”

M a n y  s t u d e n t s  a r e 
looking forward to the addi-
t iona l  secur i ty  measures . 

“I think that the new secu-
rity system will make the school 
safer because strangers can’t walk 
into our buildings,” sophomore 
Jon Sohn said. “I think it will also 
make it more convenient for us 
because we can open locked doors 
without having to ask a teacher.” 
The new security measures 
will make everyone feel safer.

Tuesday assemblies 
to improve this year  
by Edward Crowther ’22

This school year, KO 
students have undoubtedly noticed 
changes at Upper School assem-
blies. These changes have been 
made to increase the engage-
ment for students attending 
these  assembl ies .  Assem -
blies will operate considerably 
different than in previous years. 

Three main objectives 
have been established in an effort 
to make each weekly Tuesday 
assembly more meaningful to 
students. They will open with a 
mindful minute, and close with 
a “Minute to Win It’’ challenge. 
The bulk of the assemblies will 
no longer consist of  repetitive 
announcements, but student talent 
and more in-depth announcements.

On Thursday, Sept. 5, 
the Upper School had its first 
assembly, starting with a mindful 
minute lead by School Counselor 
Chastity Rodriguez. The goal of 
these exercises is to relax students 
and ease them into the school day. 

“Everybody 
has always 
complained about 
how announce-
ments repeat over 
and over again.”
– Jacqui Oullette

“Our kids are 
going through 
their day, recog-
nizing that KO’s 
a tough, chal-
lenging school, 
and it can be 
stressful.”

-William Gilyard

“We’re going to open 
with kind of this idea of mind-
fulness, or a quote to think on, 
or inspirational words for the 
day,” Dean of Students William 

Gilyard said. “Our kids are going 
through their day, recognizing 
that KO’s a tough, challenging 
school, and it can be stressful.” 

The assembly c losed 
with a ‘Minute to Win It’ chal-
lenge, won by junior Mike 
DeMio, in an attempt to liven 
and excite the student body.

One major complaint from 
last year’s assemblies was that 
they were too boring and repeti-
tive. Student Government Speaker 
and senior Jacqui Ouellette and Mr. 
Gilyard have spent plenty of time 
and effort finding ways to struc-
ture these assemblies so that they 
present information that is impor-
tant to the entire student body. 

“There was a lack of 
structure, and that’s difficult to 
balance,” Jacqui said, referencing 
the assemblies last year. “Every-
body has always complained 
about how announcements 
repeat over and over again.”

Repet i t ive  announce -
ments will now go on TV 
screens across campus, while the 
assembly spotlight will be on 
guest speakers and student talent. 

One idea is to feature 
clubs that people may not know 
about, allowing students to find 
new clubs that interest them. 

Other assemblies that may 
be featured in the future are student 
forums, musical performances, and 
assemblies about social issues such 
as vaping or toxic masculinity.

On Tuesday, Sept. 10, 
senior John McLaughlin lead 
a conversation about organ 
transplants and donation with 
Dr. Bejon Maneckshana and 
Elizabeth Bradley.  

This form of assembly 
is something students can look 
forward to seeing in the future, 
with different KO students talking 
about topics they are passionate 
about.  On Tuesday, Sept. 24, 

Jacqui told the student body that 
she would send out a poll, asking 
students which topics they would 
like discussed in a KO Conver-
sation forum. Topics included 
academic dishonesty, sports 
requirements, and civil discourse. 

Overall, the response to 
the new assemblies has been 
very positive. Both teachers 
and students said that they look 
forward to Tuesday mornings. 

Many  s tuden t s  have 
expressed that they have espe-
cially been enjoying the ‘Minute 
to Win It’ and the mindful minute. 
These two activities provide a 
nice balance of fun and relaxation. 

“The mindful  minute 
gets us really relaxed,” sopho-
more Natalia Correa said. “I 
think it’s a really good idea 
to get our mind off things.”

Although it can be difficult 
to keep the structure of assemblies 
fresh, Jacqui and Mr. Gilyard are 
determined to make changes and 
so far, they have done just that. 

With refreshing ideas and 
a new speaker, KO assemblies 
look to be more entertaining 
and relevant than ever before. 
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MS wee faerie house heads to local museum
by Aidan O’Loughlin ’20

This past year, Middle 
School art teacher Katherine Nich-
olson and her students have been 
hard at work creating a faerie house 
that will go up at the Florence Gris-
wold Museum in Old Lyme, Conn.

Every year in the fall, the 
Florence Griswold Museum 
holds an outdoor installation 
called “The Wee Faerie Village.” 
Artists create faerie houses based 
around that year’s theme, and 
then display them at the museum. 

The process started last year 
when Mrs. Nicholson applied 
to create a faerie house for the 
museum. “I apply by sending them 
student work to show the depth 
of our students’ creativity and 
thinking,” Mrs. Nicholson said. 

After  the appl icat ion 
was sent and the students were 
accepted into the exhibit, all they 
had to wait for was the theme. 

“Hav ing  our  Midd le 
School art students participate 
in the Faerie House exhibition 
is such an exciting opportunity 
for them to experience what it’s 
like to be a professional artist,” 
Creative Arts Department Chair 
Scott McDonald said.  

T h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  i s 
truly special as KO was one 
of the few schools accepted 
into the exhibit, with the rest 

of the faerie houses being 
created by professional artists. 

  “Every year they unveil the 
theme on Super Bowl weekend,” 
Mrs. Nicholson said. “This year’s 
theme is Supertopia, so it is based 
around superhero fairies.”  

After  the  theme was 
announced, the students had 
to decide what superheroes 
they wanted to base their faerie 
house on. The students all 
voted on their favorite superhe-
roes, and ended up choosing to 
design their faerie house around 
“Guardians of the Galaxy.” 

“After we had our theme, 
we decided that we could build 
the house in separate pieces,” 
Mrs. Nicholson said. “We decided 
to make separate houses for each 
character and ended up creating 
a behemoth of a faerie house 
complex.” The faerie house was 
created by Mrs. Nicholson and her 
23 seventh-grade students last year. 
The seventh-graders worked on 
the faerie house so that as eighth-
graders they would be able to go 
and view their artwork as a class. 

    “Now that the students are 
eighth-graders, on Oct. 4, the whole 
eighth grade will go and view the 
exhibit,” Mrs. Nicholson said.

Mr. McDonald highlighted 
this opportunity. “We’re also so 
happy that the Middle School has 
arranged for all Form 2 students 

to travel to the Florence Gris-
wold Museum to see the exhibit 
and celebrate the work of our 
KO artists,” Mr. McDonald said. 

While they are at the 
museum, the eighth grade class 
will also get a chance to see 
two other exhibits. “One called 
“Nothing More American,” 

which is a photography exhibi-
tion that focuses on churches as 
safe houses,” Mrs. Nicholson 
said. She has high hopes for the 
field trip to the museum. “Hope-
fully the eighth-graders will 
feel the power of that exhibit,” 
she said.“I will be working with 
the history department to see 

if we can somehow incorpo-
rate this into their curriculum.” 

Mrs. Nicholson explained 
that the second exhibit called  
“Silver Wings” was part of an 
environmental exhibition. “An 
artist [named Agnus] installed 
hundreds of bugs on  housing at 
the museum. We are  hoping to 
somehow connect this exhibit to 
a part of the science curriculum.” 

While the field trip to the 
Florence Griswold Museum will 
involve the viewing of multiple 
exhibits, one of the biggest 

Orientation kicks off 
2019-2020 school year 

Trivia fosters 
community  

by Kathryn Westrick ’20

 To kick off the 2019-2020 
school year, the KO commu-
nity came together at the first 
ever all-school orientation that 
took place on Thursday, Aug. 
29 from 12:45p.m. to 3:00p.m. 

Over the summer, Dean 
of Students William Gilyard and 
the form deans brainstormed 
ways to bring positive energy to 
campus before the start of another 
rigorous school year. Mr. Gilyard 
sent out one of his famous video 
messages to explain the orien-
tation schedule and to build 
excitement around the event. 

Students and faculty alike 
gathered on the turf to partici-
pate in a variety of competitive 
activities through an app called 
Outback Team Building. Everyone 
was broken up into small groups, 
and each group was allowed one 
cellphone to download the app 
with upwards of 50 activities. 

These activities included 
everything from creating a song, 
to cartwheel races, to solving 
riddles. “My favorite part was 
using our bodies to spell out words 
like ‘teamwork,’” senior Jacqui 
Ouellette said. The goal was to 
complete as many activities as 
possible within the time allotted. 

Returning students were 
placed into random groups 

consisting of sophomores through 
seniors; meanwhile, the freshmen 
stayed together in order to 
help them bond as a new form. 

Senior prefects and senior 
advisors were each assigned to 
lead a group of freshmen in order 
to help them connect with upper-
classmen as well. “This was a great 
opportunity to help allay fears 

and worries about the first day of 
school,” Director of Academic 
Planning Carolyn McKee said.

After orientation, new 
students and freshman took 
a guided tour of the campus 
lead by the senior prefects. “It 
was helpful to find my classes 
and figure out my schedule 
before the first day of school,” 
freshman Quinlan Kearney said.

In the past, orientation 
has been just for freshmen. 

Due to that fact that the 
concept of including the whole 
school was new this year, many 
returning students wanted to 
share their opinions on how it 

by Edward Crowther ’22

On Thursday, Sept. 5, the 
Upper School had its first “Trivia 
Tuesday,” where students ate 
lunch and competed in a trivia 
contest with their advisee group 
with the goal of spending some 
quality time with their peers. 

This charge was lead by 
Dean of Students Will Gilyard 
and the form deans. The trivia 
contest was to name social media 
apps based on their logo and then 
answer miscellaneous questions. 

Mr. Gilyard coined the name 
“Trivia Tuesdays” and although 
this one happened to occur on a 
Thursday, he has more planned 
for every third Tuesday in the 
upcoming months. He also plans 
to change the groupings from 
month to month, between grades 
and with people outside of their 
advisee group. “I think we want 
to bring more joy and spiritedness 
to the place,” Mr. Gilyard said, 
looking towards future lunches. 
“So what better way to do that 
than have a little community 
time to solve some problems.”

Students seemed to have a 
positive reaction.  “I loved it,” soph-
omore Max-William Kanz said. “I 
liked the advisee atmosphere, and 
it felt more welcome than usual.”

History teacher and Form 

4 Dean David Baker liked the 
grouping by advisee group, as it 
gave the students a common thread 
to talk about; the apprehensive-
ness that comes with sitting with 
new people wasn’t there. “I think 
it created conversation, specifi-
cally for Forms 3 and 4, where 
advisee groups tend to want to 
talk to adults less,” Mr. Baker said. 

Mr. Baker had thoughts on 
how lunches could improve in the 
future. While sitting down with 
a faculty member helped build 
community, he said students might 
have felt a bit unsettled. “I think for 
all grade levels, it’s a good thing, 
every now and then, to sit with a 
teacher or advisor,” he said. “That’s 
another way to build community. 
It would be pretty cool if that 
was more normalized.” While he 
also thought adding background 
music and a better variety of trivia 
could be a good idea, he thought 
the event was an overall success. 

S t u d e n t s  c a n  a l s o 
look forward to  more  of 
these events throughout the 
year, with one every month.

While trivia lunch was 
not only meant for students 
to get together with their 
advisee groups, it also created 
a calmer environment in the 
lunchroom, all while building 
community here on campus.

reasons is for the students to see 
the artwork in a real museum 
and appreciate the weight of 
their accomplishments. “Hope-
fully they will feel the impact 
of their art,” Mrs. Nicholson 
said.  “The Museum is expecting 
15,000 viewers for that exhibit, 
so I hope they can appreciate that 
number by seeing it in person.” 

“Hopefully they 
will feel the 
impact of their 
art.” 
 —Mrs. Nicholson

could be improved in the future. 
“I think orientation was the 

right idea,” senior prefect Bella 
Leuschner said. “But I didn’t 
find the app to be as engaging 
as another activity could have 
been for this kind of event.” For 
example, Bella suggested that 
next year, KO should have a 
field day because that would be 
more appealing to high schoolers. 

Many students felt like the 
activities should have been more 
structured. “It should have been 
more organized; most people 
were bored by the end of the 
day,” freshman Jillian Plaut said.

Junior Sydney Smith said 
she agreed that it could have 
been more engaging. “I don’t 
think orientation was very effec-
tive as a lot of people left or 
didn’t participate,” she said. 

Many students also said 
they felt like orientation should 
have been shorter because fall 
sports teams had preseason 
practices in the afternoon. 

Despite some potential 
changes for next year, it is clear 
that orientation was a great way 
for all those involved to spend 
time together around campus. 

As mentioned in Mr. 
Gilyard’s email, one of the main 
points of emphasis during orien-
tation was that school “cannot 
be all work and no play.” 

“School cannot be 
all work and no 
play.” 

—Mr. Gilyard 

Middle schoolers work on the faerie house, which will be on display at the 
Florence Griswold Museum in Old Lyme,. Photo by Katherine Nicholson. 
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On Wednesday, Sept. 4, the 
boys varsity soccer team began 
their season with a scrimmage 
against Hall High School. Despite 
Hall being a tremendously talented 
team, the Wyverns were able 
to come away with a 1-1 draw. 

“Our midfield dominated, 
and our defense didn’t give 
them any space,” Head Coach 
Hikmet Aslan said. Coach Aslan 
mentioned how he was proud of his 
team’s resilience as immediately 
after the opposition scored, senior 
midfielder Niko Rodriguiz scored 
a volley goal off a ball from senior 
midfielder Co-captain Nick Traver.

The Wyverns then trav-
eled to Wethersfield High School 
for the 9/11  Memorial Soccer 
Jamboree on Saturday, Sept. 7. The 
day consisted of three 30-minute 
games against Staples, Tolland, 
and Wethersfield high schools.

KO first faced off against 
Staples High School where 
the game ended in a 0-0 draw. 
Coach Aslan experimented 
with multiple different lineups 
and put an emphasis on giving 
everyone an opportunity to 
play. “We have 12 seniors and 
development is important for 
the future,” Coach Aslan said.

The boys soccer team then 
dominated in a 1-0 win over Tolland 
High School. “We controlled the 
entirety of the game and kept the 
ball in our attacking third,” senior 
defender captain Kyler Dzielak 
said. The sole goal of the game 
came from a header by sophomore 
midfielder Aidan Dillow off of a 
cross from junior Jaden Weinstein.

The third and final game 
was a must win for the Wyverns 
as it would solidify their first 
place finish in the jamboree for 
the second year in a row. Junior 
striker Carter Meshanic scored 
the only goal in the Wethersfield 
match and by doing so he gave 

all the bragging rights to KO.
The boys soccer team then 

traveled to Westminster School 
on Saturday, Sept. 14, where they 
weren’t able to come up with a 
victory, losing 3-1. The Wyverns 
got off to a slow start as they found 
themselves behind 3-0 at halftime. 
The team responded with a tough 
and physical brand of soccer in 
the second half and was able to 
create numerous chances and 
keep the ball in their attacking 
third. Senior striker Brandon Stake 
scored the lone goal in this game.

All of these scrimmages 
gave Coach Aslan a good gauge on 
what to expect for the rest of the 

season. “I am very optimistic about 
this season,” Coach Aslan said. 
“This is the year that we can make 
the playoffs. This is our chance.” 

On Wednesday, Sept. 18, 
the boys soccer team traveled to 
Canterbury where they came out 
with the 1-0 win. C. Meshanic 
scored a goal in the final minute of 
regulation to win the game in spec-
tacular fashion for the Wyverns.

On Saturday, Sept. 21, 
the Wyverns were able to defeat 
Northwood School 2-1. KO had 
no business in this game. North-
wood School is extremely talented 
with a huge recruitment program, 
as only three players are from this 

country. Sophomore striker Brio 
Aslan was able to score the first 
goal of the game, as he dribbled 
past the goalie, off a great pass 
from C. Meshanic. Then, Wolff 
scored, but on the wrong goal. 
It was alright though, as junior 
midfielder Colin Ruiz hit an abso-
lute screamer, as he went upper 90 
off a volley from outside the 18 
yard box. All in all, the Wyverns 
played tremendous team defense 
and capitalized on their chances.

With the majority of the 
team being seniors you expect the 
team’s chemistry to be great, but 
as half the team will graduate this 
spring, Coach Aslan has added and 
assigned the seniors the additional 
responsibility of mentoring the 
underclassmen. Senior defender 
Co-captain Jack Risley has relished 
this role. “I want to help the under-
classmen assimilate to KO and 
the high school level just as the 
seniors did for me when I was 
an underclassman,” Risley said.

The boys soccer team have 
accomplished so much on the 
practice field and on the playing 
field so far this season. More 
importantly, though, is what 
they’ve done that has no rela-
tion to soccer: sporting the fresh 
buzz cuts for their teammate but, 
more importantly, their friend.

by Nick Traver ’20

With an exciting start to the 
2019 fall season, the girls varsity 
volleyball team are a force to be 
reckoned with. The Wyverns have 
seven returning players, six upper-
classmen, and four seniors. They 
have already demonstrated early 
on that they are a group of skilled 
and talented players as evidenced 
by their  two scrimmages. 

The Wyverns played their 
first scrimmage against Glaston-
bury High School on Saturday, 
Sept. 7. “We had five spots avail-
able this year,’’ said Head Coach 
Scott McDonald. “The first 
scrimmages were really useful in 
helping decide our starters.” The 
Wyverns showed a lot of poten-
tial after their first scrimmage. 

However, their second 
scrimmage was where the team 
showcased their skills. The 
Wyverns played Loomis Chafee on 
Wednesday, Sept. 11. When asked 
about the game, junior Co-captain 
Sydney Smith said that they over-
came some challenges. “We had 
trouble with our communication 
at first,” she said, “but after we 
worked it out we played a really 
solid game.” Overall, the Wyverns 
played a solid game in both scrim-
mages and were able to prepare 
themselves for their first game. 

The Wyverns played their 
first game against Williston 
Northampton on Sept.  14, 
and what a game it was. The 
Wyverns came out strong, and 
with consistent serving and 
great communication they were 
able to sweep the Wildcats 3-0. 

When asked why they 
played so well, senior Co-captain 
Kathryn Westrick attributed it to 
team work. “We played together 

the entire time [and] that’s why 
we were so successful,” she said.  

Even though everybody 
contributed to the victory, a few 
players stood out more than 
others. Smith always competes 
to highest of her ability, and she  
played one of her best games 
yet. Matched with her extensive 
knowledge of the game and skills, 
she dominated on the court. “She 
has always been a consistent 

player,’’ Westrick said.  “She is a 
key member of the team and we 
know she will compete everyday.”

Westrick has also been a 
standout player. She has taken 
up a new position as a setter and 
has become a crucial part of the 
team. “Setter is a hard position to 
transition too,” Coach McDonald 
said. “After some practice, she is 
thriving at her new position.” From 
the recent game plus her consis-

tent leadership, she has earned 
herself Player of the Moment. 

Finally, sophomore Mack-
enzie Caruso dominated in 
her first varsity game. She has 
taken up the position of libero, 
a defensive specialist. “A libero 
makes the first contact 75% 
when playing defense,” Coach 
McDonald said. “And she was 
excellent against Williston and 
was very consistent for playing 
in her first varsity game.”

Looking farther into the 
season, the Wyverns have set 
some goals as a team. When 
asked what those goals are both 
Co-captains responded, “to be a 
close team on and off the court.” 
“We also want to help new players 
and underclassmen improve 
so they can be successful,” 
senior Bella Leuschner said. 

The Wyverns look to accom-
plish another winning season just 
like last year. “We’re looking to 
make it to the postseason tour-
nament again,” Smith said . 

As long as  they can 
continue to perform consistently 
and communicate well, they 
will be the team to beat. The 
Wyverns play their next game 
on September 28 against Suff-
ield. KO then will go on the road 
for an away game against Mari-
anapolis on Wednesday, Oct. 2. Naomi Wong ’22 dives for a loose ball at home against the Williston Northhampton school. Photo by David Newman.

by Conor Caneday ’21

Boys soccer stuns everyone under 
the lights in early season triumph

Volleyball opens their season with smashing 
successes against extremely tough opposition

Senior Jackson Wolff holds off a defender in the boys soccer league opener at Canterbury. Photo by David Newman
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Cross country sprints to success

The boys and girls cross 
country team runs into a new 
year filled with possibility and 
eagerness for a great season. 
The girls team is led by sopho-
more Co-captains Stella Risinger 
and Olivia Reynolds.  The boys 
team has a strong front led by 
senior Co-captains William 
Burstein and Ethan Pinkes. 

The cross country team 
is small in number with only 16 
boys and eight girls, yet they have 
big hopes for the season ahead, 
including running in ten meets. 
The boys team has many returners 
this year, but the girls team is 
mostly made up of newcomers, 
only having one upperclassman. 

Both teams are looking 
forward to the Founders League 
Championships and the New 
England Championships, which 
happen late in their season.  

Both teams started with 
preseason during the last week of 
August.  It was a very hot week, 
but the team pushed through to 
accomplish their long to-do list.  

“Preseason went rela-
tively well; I think the turnout 
was much greater than past 
years, and everyone appeared 
to be pretty dedicated to getting 
into shape after a long and 
leisurely summer,” Burstein said.  

The week started with 
everyone getting to know each 

other and forging bonds that will 
last more than just the season.  
The first three days, both teams 
worked on getting back into shape 
with long, slower paced jogs and 
working on having the correct 
technique. “Preseason is a great 
way for everyone to bond and 
rally together,” Reynolds said. 

Both teams focused on 
easing back into running over 
the course of the full preseason 
week. “We want them to be ready 
for the tougher workouts and 
preparing them for the races,” 
Head Coach Natalie Lynd said, 
“ It is a way for the team to have 
a look ahead of what they need 

to work on to win their meets.”  
The girls cross country 

team has many goals they will be 
focusing on for this season.  A big 
theme on the team is always trying 
to improve their running form and 
raise their overall times on certain 
courses.  “Hopefully the girls work 
together and improve on every-
thing, not only as a team but also 
individually,” Coach Lynd said. 

The boys cross country 
team, with many returners, have 
more precise goals. Their number 
one goal is to try and win more 
meets than the previous year. “Our 
team has many returners, so I hope 
to see improvement throughout the 

whole team,” Coach Goodman 
said.  The boys are also working 
to motivate everyone on the team 
and to work hard every practice. 
Looking into the near future, 
Burstein shared some personal 
goals.“Perhaps some wins against 
schools like Pomfret,” he said.  

T h e  b o y s  a n d  g i r l s 
team competed in their first 
meet at  Choate Rosemary 
Hall Cross Country Invita-
tional on Saturday, Sept. 14. 

For the girls, the team 
did incredible in the meet with 
amazing times, but their overall 
performance was stunning.  “Our 
positivity, determination, and 

the way everyone supported 
each other was really awesome,” 
Risinger said.  A standout runner 
was sophomore Lily Stanyu 
because she ran her first 5k and 
finished with an incredible time 
of 31:00.  “ She had been working 
hard in practice and it showed in 
the meet,” Risinger said, “She 
was determined to do her best.” 

The boys team had an 
overall good meet; everyone 
came together and showed great 
team camaraderie. The team 
cheered each other on, and it 
was a strong start to the season.  
“Standouts included freshman 
Sam Bromberg who had a great 
first ever cross country race,” 
Burstein said, “Sophomore Sam 
Merkatz had a very strong start 
to the season. Co-captain Ethan 
Pinkes also had a strong perfor-
mance with a top 20 finish.” 

Both teams travel to the 
West Hartford Reservoir for prac-
tice. “We run,” Burstsein said. 
“Cross country is not the most 
technical of sports, so only on rare 
occasions we practice our tackling 
skills and brute force abilities.”  

Their practices consist of 
either speed, distance, or recovery 
workouts and later in the week 
split into groups for their long runs, 
each group picking a specific trail. 

Both teams’ next home meet 
is on Oct. 5 at 4:00 pm at the West 
Hartford Reservoir against the 
Westminster cross country team. 

by Keegan McMahon ’21

by Kush Kataria ’20

Boys cross country team runs in first meet of the season at Choate invitational Sept. 14. Photo by Benjamin Baby ’22.

The girls soccer team 
started their 2019-20 season 
with a scrimmage against Suff-
ield High School on Monday, 
Sept. 9 at home. The girls fought 
hard but fell short in the end. 

The girl’s first game was 
on Wednesday, Sept. 11 against 
Wilbrahan and Monson School. 
Head Coach Tracy Deeter said 
that the girls worked to the very 
end and never gave up, which 
was evident by their 2-0 victory. 
Junior Izzy Berckemeyer and 
freshman Talia Impelluso scored 
the very impressive two goals. 

“We did  a  good job 
looking to make combinations 
and worked to the very end,” 
Coach Deeter said, “but we 
have work to do defensively.”

The girls faced Miss Porter’s 
School on Wednesday Sept. 18, 
and they fought hard in the early 
minutes, but Porter’s fought back 
and scored three goals in the span of 
10 minutes. The girls never gave up 
and continued to hold their ground. 
In the end, the girls could not come 
up with the win and lost 1-4. 

Coach Deeter also said 
that the strength of the team is 
its veteran leadership  by the 

two captains: senior Ainsley 
Vaughn and senior Jamie Scar-
pantonio. She also mentioned the 

high skill level of the players as 
a number of them play soccer all 
year around on an outside team. 

Coach Deeter said that the 
team still has to work on their 
fitness and defense. “They also 

have to be more aggressive as 
a team and believe that they can 
compete in every game,” she said. 

The team is fairly young 
this year, with six new freshmen, 
some of whom even start. Coach 
Deeter said that these new players 
are very talented and have a sharp 
learning curve ahead as they play 
with girls who are older than them. 

Even though this team 
is young, their goals have not 
changed: improve and be tour-
nament eligible. “The goal is 
also to have fun and have a posi-
tive experience regardless of the 
outcome,” Coach Deeter said. 

Junior Annelise Vaughn 
said that the team is very positive 
and gets along well. She said that 
everyone is very close, and this is 
evident through their team spirit. 

She also said that the 
team needs to work on quick-
ening their playing pace and 
moving the ball around quickly. 
“A goal we have this year is to 
start the first five minutes of 
every game strong and end the 
last five minutes of every game 
strong,” Annelise Vaughn said. 

The team faces Cheshire 
Academy on Saturday, Sept. 
2 8  a n d  L o o m i s  C h a f f e e 
School on Wednesday, Oct. 2. Junior Catherine Daniels skillfully and speedily carries the ball down the soccer field. Photo by David Newman

Girls soccer finds back of the net 
early on against key opponents
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Cross country sprints to success

by Nick Traver ’20 &             
Conor Caneday ’21

Jackson Wolff
Senior Co-captain midfielder 

Jackson Wolff isn’t particularly 
known for his prowess on the 
soccer field. In fact he’s a basketball 
player, but that hasn’t stopped him 
from having a monumental impact 
on the boys varsity soccer team.

Head Coach Hikmet Aslan 
only has high praise for his captain. 
“Jackson is a rock in our defense,” 
Coach Aslan said. “He is a very 
physical player who is great when 
the ball is in the air.” This combi-
nation makes Wolff tremendous 
at set plays, as a majority of his 
goals from the prior season came 
off of corners and free kicks.

As much as Wolff adds 
on the field, he arguably adds 
even more off the field. “He 
is constantly communicating 
with me and talking about what 
he thinks the team needs to 
work on,” Coach Aslan said. 

Accord ing  to  s en io r 
Co-captain Jack Risley, Wolff 
became Coach Aslan’s right 

hand man last season and 
continues to be Coach Aslan’s 
voice in the locker room.

Coach Aslan also prides 
Wolff on the way he assimilates the 
underclassmen to the varsity level. 
“He is a good model for the kids,” 
Coach Aslan said, “He works 
hard and puts effort in everyday.” 

This is something Jackson 
prides himself on and probably 
a reason that he is a multisport 
captain. “I try to ask the same of the 
underclassmen as I do to the upper-
classmen,” Wolff said. “By putting 
them in challenging situations, 
I believe they learn the most.” 
Wolff does this while striving to 
bring great energy on a consis-
tent basis, allowing himself to be 
a person for others to look up to.

Being a multisport athlete, 
specifically a basketball player, 
has also helped Wolff on the 
soccer field. “Constantly sprinting 
and being able to make decisions 
quickly on the court has definitely 
helped me on the field,” he said. 

In fact, some of his basket-

ball teammates see parallels 
between his style of play in 
basketball and soccer. “He is 
always making big plays and isn’t 
afraid of sharing the ball,” junior 
defender Hunter Meshanic said.

Wolff is hoping to have a fun 
experience in his final soccer season 
this year, but also (and not surpris-
ingly) Wolff is looking to win. “I 
want to make the playoffs while 
improving as a team,” Wolff said. 

Kathryn Westrick
You might know her from 

smashing volleyballs or from 
leading her team to victory. 
The player of the moment for 
girls varsity volleyball is senior 
Co-captain set ter  Kathryn 
Westrick. She has been playing 
volleyball for five years now, three 
of which have been for Kingswood 
Oxford. She is known to be a well 
rounded and competitive player, 
as well as a great leader on and 
off the court. Head Coach Scott 
McDonald said that she is a fierce 

competitor in both practices and 
games, as well as a role model for 
new players. “Kathryn has always 
been one of our best players,” 
Coach McDonald said. “Her ability 
to play multiple positions makes 
her an important part of the team.”  

Westrick loves her team-
mates and is always excited to 
play. She likes being one of the 
older players as she can coach new 
players and create a supportive 
atmosphere during practices 
and games. “I love being a part 
of such a great team,” Westrick 
said. “I find volleyball so fun, 
and to be able to play with some 
of my best friends is amazing.”

Coach McDonald is very 
pleased the way Westrick started 
out the season. Westrick has 
recently switched her position. 
Last season, she was a middle 
hitter whereas now she has 
become a setter. “She played 
really well in the first game 
against Williston,” said Coach 
McDonald, “She had a smooth 
transition to her new position, and 

her setting was very consistent.”
Westrick said she always 

tries to be a team player. “I’ll 
play wherever my team needs me 
to,’’ Westrick said. Westrick also 
added that she has become much 
more comfortable setting the ball 
in games but needs to continue 
on improving her communication 
with her teammates. Westrick is 
improving her setting everyday, 
and has become a force to be reck-
oned with. Learning a new posi-
tion so fast is an amazing accom-
plishment. Westrick is constantly 
working day in and day out to 
become the best setter she can. 

Being a senior, Westrick 
has a lot to prove in her final 
season. Coach McDonald is 
confident Westrick will have her 
best season yet and Westrick will 
become a successful setter. One 
of Westrick’s main goals for the 
season is to lead her team to the 
postseason tournament. It is only 
the beginning of the season for 
Westrik and her team, and they are 
shaping up to be the team to beat. 

Football rushes to a strong start
Along with a new head 

coach and some new assistant 
coaches, namely Coach Melo and 
Coach Staubly, two new defen-
sive coaches, the football team 
is welcoming back a strong core 
from last year, including their 
quarterback and wide receivers.

The KO football team 
started off the season strong with 
a win in a scrimmage at St. Luke’s 
on Saturday, Sept. 7. This was the 
team’s first live scrimmage since 
getting a new coach this past year.  

Head Coach James Wells 
was very proud of how his team 
performed. “The goal of that, right, 
being our first time in pads hitting 
other people was to get acclimated 
to hitting, work on the basics, 
and to come out of it healthy. 
Based on that criteria, it was a 
huge success,” Coach Wells said. 

C o a c h  W e l l s 
mentioned a couple of stand-
o u t s  i n  t h e  s c r i m m a g e . 

“Elijah Infante had a really 
good game, he made a lot of 
tackles. A new junior, Rasheed 
Patterson, also had a good game; 
he looked like the best linemen 

on the field in my opinion,” 
Coach Wells said.  

Start ing junior safety 
Michael DeMio described the 
change in atmosphere this year. 
“Coach Wells wants the atmo-
sphere in our practices to be 
100% positive, and we can really 
see that our bond is growing prac-
tice by practice,” DeMio said. 

This change in energy is 
probably a direct cause of the 
new coaching staff. Coach Wells 

said that they have an emphasis 
on certain things in practice: “Our 
emphasis in practice is trying to 
teach the fundamentals of the game. 
We try to focus on basic things 
like tackling, passing, running, 
and blocking,” Coach Wells said. 
He also talked about how the team 
doesn’t think too far in advance 
about games and just tries to go 
1-0 and to get better each week.

Starting varsity quarter-
back Samuel Capodice also had 

words about the team’s chem-
istry. “We have good team 
chemistry and enjoy being 
together outside of school just 
as much as we do in school,” 
Capodice said. “It really helps 
to strengthen our team bonds.” 

Director of Football Opera-
tions junior Chris Morris explained 
what it looks like from the side-
lines. “This year, the practices are 
so exciting and high energy. You 
can tell the guys are working their 

butts off and giving it everything 
they have,” Morris said. “They 
somehow keep it competitive on the 
field but friendly on the sidelines.”  

Despite all of the team’s 
success, Coach Wells still thinks 
there’s plenty of things to work 
on. “We have to work on every-
thing. It’s early on in the season, 
so it really is everything,” Coach 
Wells said. The football team has a 
motto this year: “Focus, fight, fire, 
finish.” They hope to continue to 
follow this motto this season as 
they grow stronger as a team.

The team followed up their 
first win with a win at home in 
another scrimmage against Canter-
bury. Junior Justin Edwards ran 
for a lot of yardage and scored 
a touchdown, and junior wide 
receiver Jeff Davis caught two 
touchdown passes as well. 

The team’s next game was 
on Saturday, Sept. 21 at Pingree. 
Unfortunately, the team couldn’t 
stay undefeated and lost 44-21 to 
Pingree. Junior wide receiver Nate 
Capodice led the offense with two 
touchdowns, and Davis added one 
more. The team looks to bounce 
back on Saturday Sept. 28 against 
the New Hampton School at home.

by Hunter Meshanic ’21

The varsity football team battles hard and strong against Pingree School. Photo courtesy of Chris Morris ’21.

Senior co-captain Kathryn Westerik  sets the ball for her 
teammates on the court .Photo by David Newman.

Players of 
the Moment

Senior soccer co-captain Jackson Wolfff kicks the ball up 
the field to his teammates.  Photo courtesy of Kris Wolff.
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The boys football team 
began with a very strong start 
to their season with their new 
Head Coach James Wells. Coach 
Wells brings lots of experience 
and knowledge which will help 
lead the football team to success.

Coach Wells has signifi-
can t  exper ience  in  foo t -
ball, which qualifies him for 
being such a great coach. 

Growing up, he played center 
at his high school and then went on 
to play football at Trinity College. 

After he graduated college, 
he was very interested in coaching.

“I always had very good 
coaches. I was influenced by those 
coaches my whole life, and after I 
was done with school I wanted to 

coach,” Coach Wells said. “I love 
the game, and I love athletics.”

Coach Wells does not 
just have experience in playing 
football, but he also has lots 
of experience with coaching. 

Before he began to coach 
at KO he coached at several 
other schools: Brown University, 
Trinity College, Bates College, 
University of Chicago, Wesleyan 
University in Illinois, and Oden 
College. He was also the Head 
Coach at Endicott College.

Coach Wells brings his wide 
view on the college recruiting 
process. Since he has played in 
college and coached at many 
colleges, he knows a lot about 
how the process works. He is a 
perfect coach to work with the 
KO football athletes to prepare 

Powered by a fast playstyle 
and tenacious defense, varsity field 
hockey has started off hot with a 2-0 
record. So far, the girls have picked 
up wins against Miss Porter’s 
School and Canterbury School, 
holding both teams to one goal in 
total while scoring eight overall.

The team’s first unoffi-
cial game of the season was a 
scrimmage against Hall High 
School on Sept. 5. The Wyverns 
were unable to gain the victory, 
falling 4-0 to the Warriors. 

In the squad’s first regular 
season game against  Miss 
Porter’s on Sept. 11, the offense 
came out firing on all cylinders, 
racking up a whopping six goals. 
Junior forward Co-captain Cici 
Chagnon led the way with a hat-
trick. Behind her, junior forward 
Izzy Burke scored two goals, and 
sophomore forward Alyssa Pavano 
notched one goal as well. Junior 
goalie Caitlin Budzik along with 
the rest of the Wyvern defense 
was able to keep Porter’s offense 
from scoring the whole game.    

When asked what contrib-
uted to the team’s success, sopho-
more midfielder Abby Mclaughlin 
said that their aggressiveness and 
smart offense was the key to their 
victory. “We started strong by 
keeping the ball in our offensive 
zone, marking up on their players 
during free hits, and taking good 
shots,”  McLaughlin said. “Izzy 
[Burke] had the first two goals 
within 10 minutes of the first half, 
which got the team hyped up.”

Following the victory at 
home against Miss Porter’s, 
the girls were on the road 
against Canterbury. The game 
was close, but in the end, KO 
prevailed with a 2-1 win against 

the Saints due to more steadfast 
defense and aggressive offense.  

 In their next contest, the 
team looks to snag a win against 
Loomiss Chaffee School, who 
has proven to be a tough adver-
sary in past seasons for the field 
hockey team. However, Head 
Coach Nicole Blake is confident 
that the Wyverns will come out 
victorious. “Our next game is 
against Loomis, who is always 
a good competitor,” said Coach 

Blake. “If we come together 
and play as we did in the Porters 
game, we will take home the win.”

Senior forward Co-captain 
Alex D’Addabbo emphasized 
the team’s most notable strengths 
coming into the fall. “We are 
incredibly fast and can out-
maneuver a lot of the teams that 
we play,” D’Addabbo said. “Our 
drives are really hard, and we work 
well together as a team because 
most of us have played together 

for at least three years now.”
The team has three captains 

this year: D’Addabbo, Chagnon, 
and junior defensemen Keegan 
McMahon. The team holds them 
in very high respect, especially 
since two of whom are juniors. 
McMahon spoke about her leader-
ship role on the team as a captain. 
“I constantly lead by example, 
and I try to be vocal on the field 
at all times,” McMahon said.

During practices, the team 

them for a future in football.
“Coach Wells is very good 

at coaching because he is always 
teaching us new plays and is 
giving us helpful tips which really 
improves our team’s skills,” 
sophomore Sam Boley said. 
Boley mentioned how Coach 
Wells has so much passion and 
experience in the sport, which 
makes him such a great coach.

“Our goal is to get better 
each day, so in practice we want 
to be better than we were the last 
day, and once the games start, 
we want to get better each game 
we play,” Coach Wells said. 

His focus is more on 
process than the product, so 
that they are building towards 
something at the end of the 
season like a championship.

goes through a mix of condi-
tioning and stick skill drills. 
They also emphasize game-like 
situations in practice to prepare 
for what they might see during 
a game. The girls will addition-
ally work on fast-break drills 
with 3 vs. 2 or 4 vs. 3 scenarios.

Coach Blake also likes to 
highlight areas of improvement 
from previous games as well. “I 
try to gear every practice towards 
something that we lacked in the 
previous game,” Coach Blake 
said, “while also keeping in mind 
who our next opponent is and 
what they will bring to the game 
that we need to prepare for.”

One of the teams most 
beneficial factors this year is their 
team chemistry. McLaughlin spoke 
about how their team chemistry 
and unity has helped contribute to 
their success so far. “The team is 
like a family,” McLaughlin said. 
“We all get along so well and 
have such good chemistry. I think 
our chemistry is one of the major 
things that separates us from other 
teams and ultimately helps us win.”

After a losing season last 
year (7-12), the players are very 
hopeful for a successful season 
this year. “I see us making it to 
the playoffs this season because 
of the sheer talent on our roster,” 
D’Addabbo said. “We have an 
amazing team skill-wise this year.”

Following the game on the 
road against Loomis, the girls will 
head to St. Luke’s and will be back 
at home against Pomfret for their 
next match. The next two games 
will be away against Millbrook 
and then at KO facing Cheshire. 

KO looks to continue 
their recent winning streak, and 
the word McLaughlin would 
use to describe the team’s 
current mindset: “Determined.” 

Coach of the Moment: new varsity 
football Head Coach James Wells

Field hockey starts out strong in 
home opener against Miss Porters
by Christain Pedro ’22

by Jaden Weinstein ’20

Cici Chagnon races down the field and away from the Miss Porter’s player for KO. Photo by David Newman.

KO’s new head football coach James Wells. Photo by Aiden Borruso ’20.


