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At Kingswood Oxford’s 
annual opening assembly, it 
was announced that the school’s 
theme for the 2015–2016 year 
will be “mosaic.”According 
t o  t h e  M e r r i a m - We b s t e r 
Dictionary, a mosaic is “some-
thing made up of different things 
that together form a pattern.”

KO administrators and 
teachers say this concept can 
extend to a much deeper meaning.
Their claim is that the word 
represents the belief that many 
small pieces of a puzzle, each of 
which has its own story to tell, 
can come together to form one 
complex, comprehensive image.

Associate Head of School 
Natalie Demers described the 
meaning behind this new theme. 
“It’s a language to unite our 
programs, and it’s a language to 
unite us,” she said. When asked 
about what this theme looks like 
after everything has been brought 
together, she said, “We can step 

KO announces ‘mosaic’ theme
back and the whole thing will 
still be a whole community.”

Head of School Dennis 
Bisgaard shared similar views to 
Ms. Demers about the meaning 
of the theme. “It’s something that 
binds us all together,” he said. 
Diversity, Inclusion and Cultural 
Competency Advisor  Joan 
Edwards agreed, saying that the 
goal of the theme is to make sure 
that everyone feels as if they “stick” 
or belong in the KO community.

The theme was brought up 
during several faculty meetings 
in August, where staff members 
compared pieces of art and the 
stories that they told with one 
another. “Ms. Demers, Mrs. Repp, 
and Ms. Edwards were big contrib-
utors to the idea,” Mr. Bisgaard said.

Ms. Demers explained that 
the theme will be implemented 
throughout the year by all of the 
faculty members. “Faculty and 
staff are to be mindful of it,” she 
said. Some faculty members, 
such as Ms. Edwards and Spanish 
teacher Ronald Garcia, have 

already spoken about the meaning 
of the theme and how diver-
sity relates to them specifically.

Ms. Edwards led an exercise 
in front of the entire Upper School 
assembly in which she asked 
several questions such as “How 
many siblings do you have?” and 
“Were you born outside of the 
country?” Students raised their 
hands if the question related to 
them. Ms. Edwards then pointed 
out the importance of this theme, 
saying that if we lose pieces, 
then the rest can no longer stick. 

Another exercise that helped 
implement the theme took place at 
a faculty meeting. Staff members 
were told to choose several rocks 
out of a jar that resonated with 
them in some way. When all of 
the rocks were picked, they were 
put together to form a beau-
tiful image of shapes and colors.

The theme has a deeper 
meaning for some, especially 
for Mr. Bisgaard. “I come from 
a very diverse family,” he said. 
“For me it makes a lot of sense.” 

Ms. Demers, who also comes 
from a diverse family, said that 
she can relate to the theme on a 
personal level as well. “To me it 
means that each piece is impor-
tant – that if one piece is missing, 
the whole thing is missing.”

For some students, however, 
the theme seemed harder to appre-
ciate. Sophomore Colin Regan 
expressed his opinion on the 
selection of this year’s mantra. 
“To me, [mosaic] means a bunch 
of little tiles that are combined to 

 by Tim Petit ’18

New Google platform provides 
classroom resources for teachers

This year, Kingswood 
Oxford has replaced the First-
Class email server with Gmail 
accounts and introduced Google 
Apps for Education (GAE). 

The introduction of these 
services has been under consid-
eration by the KO administra-
tion for at least three years, 
mainly through the Academic 
Technology Committee (ATC), 
a body of KO faculty members 
tasked with creating a plan 
for use of technology at KO. 

The ATC members include 
Academic Technology Coordinator 

and now Google Coordinator Juan 
Martinez, Academic Technology 
Coordinator Stacey Tomkiel, 
creative arts teacher Greg Scranton, 
and Academic Technology 
Coordinator and Site Director 
for Global Online Academy 
Jennifer Weeks, among others. 

Academic Dean and ATC 
member Ann Sciglimpaglia 
described the ATC as a mixture 
of Upper School and Middle 
School people designed to repre-
sent different areas of KO faculty. 

“All our research pointed 
to Google Apps for Education,” 
Ms. Sciglimpaglia said.This 
research led to a presentation to 

the committee’s senior leader-
ship team, which approved a 
proposal to introduce GAE to KO. 

GAE services ,  which 
include Google Classroom and 
Google Sites, are only available 
to schools that go through a regis-
tration process, which requires 
the use of Gmail, Google’s email 
service. Therefore, the introduc-
tion of GAE involved replacing 
FirstClass, the email service KO  
used up until this year, with Gmail. 

The change required the 
creation of new email accounts 
for every KO student and faculty 
member, a process that was carried 
out by Director of Technology and 

ATC member Daniel Bateson.
An obstacle in this process 

was finding a domain name that 
could be used for these email 
addresses. FirstClass email 
addresses had had the domain 
name ‘k-o.org’. However, it 
was felt that this domain name 
was no longer suitably repre-
sentative of the KO community 
due to the school’s decision to 
remove the hyphen from its title. 

As the domain name ‘KO.
org’ was already taken by another 
organization, the school decided 
to use ‘kingswoodoxford.org’, a 
domain name it already owned, 
for the new email addresses. 

Although this decision has 
sparked complaints from many KO 
students for its considerable length, 
Ms. Sciglimpaglia said it was the 
best choice available to the school. 

Assistant Head of School 
Natalie Demers noted a number of 
advantages of the switch to Gmail: 
many KO students already use and 
are experienced with the system, 
many other schools had previously 
switched to Gmail and reported 
being pleased with these decisions, 
and FirstClass lacked the flexibility 
for collaboration that Google 
provides through Google Drive. 

She also stated that the

make a picture,” he said. “Person-
ally, I don’t connect with it.” 

Senior Saif Hashmi echoed 
this idea, saying “I don’t really grasp 
the concept of the mosaic theme.”

The mosaic theme will 
continue to be expressed through 
the coming months at assem-
blies in a variety of ways. It is 
the goal of the theme’s creators 
that by the end of the year 
everyone in the KO community 
feel that they are included in and 
contribute to a larger community.

Continued on page 14.
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Members of KO’s social justice groups are some of those who will work to 
ensure full representation in the KO mosaic this year. Photo by Kate Betts ’16.



2 THURSDAY
October 1, 2015 News Editorials THURSDAY

                                       October 1, 2015 3
Transformation of Roberts lower level 
marks beginning of KO’s 2020 vision 

The renovation of the 
bottom floor of Roberts Theater 
complex started the week of 
June 8, and will be finished 
around Friday, Nov. 20, 2015. 

The new space on the rear 
of Roberts Cener includes reno-
vations to the offices of Assis-
tant Head of School for Student 
Life Carolyn McKee and Upper 
School Administrative Coordi-
nator Donna Dudzik, moving the 
college advising offices to this 
more central location, an aesthetic 
improvement to the back entrance 
of the building, and a new student 
space for studying and hanging out. 

Some of the main contribu-
tors to the project were Head 
of School Dennis Bisgaard, 
Director of Facilities Larry 
Marciano, Director of College 
Advising Zaira Santiago, Assis-
tant Head of School for Finance 
and Operations Colleen Woerlen, 
Ms. McKee, and Associate 
Head of School Natalie Demers. 

These contributors attended 
design meetings that helped 
plan and monitor the project. 

Ms. McKee, an important 
player in the planning process, 
had nothing but good things to 
say about the way the construc-
tion has turned out so far. “I think 

it is transformational. I also love 
the new student-space because it 
allows for them to wait much more 
comfortably after school,” she said. 
“It seems like a more welcoming 
entrance, it doesn’t look like 
the back entrance anymore.” 

The companies that were 
involved in the project were FIP 
Construction and the architecture 
firm James G. Rogers Architects 
(JGRA). JGRA specializes in 
designing independent schools, 

sports and recreational facili-
ties, and community buildings. 

The expected end date of this 
part of the project is around Friday, 
Nov. 20, 2015. Mr. Marciano said 
that the only hold-up is for a few 
finishing touches on the back 
entrance’s exterior. “We are just 
waiting for the canopy that will sit 
right outside Roberts,” he said. “It 
will be a great pick-up area and will 
be well-lit during winter pick-ups.” 

Looking at the 2020 vision 

of the KO campus, Ms. McKee 
said that there is already a plan set 
in place after this part is complete.

“The rink is going to be 
turned into the field house,” she 
said. “There is a visualization on 
the portal for students to check 
out to get a good idea of what it is 
going to look like. Also, there will 
possibly be an additional fitness 
center to go along with that.” 

Ms. Demers said the reno-
vations bring many advantages 
and amenities. “I think this is 
all really exciting,” she said. 
“College advising is also now 
in a central place instead of on 
the third floor, and overall, I am 
very pleased with the changes 
that have been made thus far.” 

She also noted that, after the 
field house is renovated, the Upper 
School library is next on the list 
for an upgrade.  “The next building 
after the field house they are going 
to work on is the library,” she said. 

One of the many teachers 
affected by the construction 
was Roberts Theater Director 
Mark Kravetz, who said that he 
was excited about the improve-
ment of KO’s central building.

Mr. Kravetz thought that the 
changes will transform some of the 
classes taught at KO. “We now have 
a much nicer computer lab because 
it is more isolated, has better 

storage, and also the new green 
room,” he said. “All these positive 
changes will benefit the students 
I teach, myself, and [creative arts 
teacher Greg] Scranton. Although 
an overall faster building time 
would have been preferred, 
it has been worth the wait!”  

Mr. Bisgaard said that he also 
sees the project thus far as a major 
success. “I think it is a very great 
first step in the right direction,” 
he said. “My favorite parts of the 
whole project are the transparency, 
the brightness, and also the student 
space. It really lightens up that side 
of campus. As for future plans, 
we plan on upgrading the Black 
Box Theater and also Tomasso.” 

Many teachers said they 
were pleased that the school 
had not decided to build a new 
building altogether. “I liked that 
KO reused and rebuilt an already 
standing building instead of the 
alternative,” Ms. Demers said,.

In addition to the adminis-
tration’s excitement about the new 
renovation to Roberts, students 
said they are excited as well. “I 
think it’s a really smart way to 
spend the money,” sophomore 
John Ezzo said. “It’s cool that 
there is a new common area for 
students to talk, study, or hang out 
while they either wait to be picked 
up or just be in there in general.” 

by Jeffrey Baker ’17

New student space in Roberts. Photo by Brittany Schwartz ’16.

Music department starts year 
off on new, improved note
by Noah Stanton ’17

Beginning this school year, 
the music department has decided 
to enforce a more rigorous curric-
ulum in their classrooms and 
to hold their students to higher 
academic standards than what may 
have been customary in the past. 

Some changes, particularly 
to chorus electives, involve an 
increase in quizzes and the addition 
of writing assignments and projects 
in order to make the classes more 
substantial as opposed to social.

Upper School Creative Arts 
Department Chair Todd Millen, 
who teaches both Middle School 
and Upper School band, explained 
that the goal is not to make music 
courses more strenuous, but 
rather to guide students along on 
the path to becoming better musi-
cians. “I think it’s more of an atti-
tude and a cultural shift,” he said. 

Creative arts teacher David 
Baker, who directs the choral 
group Outlook, agreed. “We want 
all of the singers and musicians 
to become better musicians,” 
he said. “We don’t want people 
to think it’s a ‘fluff’ course.”

Music teachers began this 
discussion late last school year, 
brainstorming ideas to raise the 
standards of some of their classes 
without crossing the line of over-
loading an elective with work.

Mr. Baker noted that one 

step they took was designing 
different quiz rubrics for each 
music group. “We talked about 
the different features that we think 
are worth assessing,” he said. 

Certain courses, however, 
have changed much more notice-
ably than others. For band, Mr. 
Millen said that the most immediate 
difference is the fact that student 
placement has become less about 
seniority and more about ability.

“This year was the first 
year since I’ve been here that 
we did some seating audi-
tions,” he said, which involve 
each person playing a small 
section of music to determine 
how seriously he or she takes it. 

Students are seated based 
on ability; the musicians who 
perform better sit toward the “first 
chair,” and are likely to play the 
most difficult parts for their instru-
ment section. “It’s about taking 
every rehearsal seriously and 
being prepared for everything that 
I throw at you,” Mr. Millen said.

Junior Grace Amell said 
that she has not observed too 
drastic of a difference in the 
class. “Generally, I think Wind 
Ensemble is very much the same; 
there’s the same feeling in class, 
the same number of people, the 
same type of music,” she said. 

However, she said she has 
noticed a small difference. “This 
year, Mr. Millen told us that we 

might have to do one or two playing 
quizzes a month,” she said. “The 
band has always had to do those 
on scales and music, but Wind 
Ensemble has never had to do that, 
because it’s assumed that if you can 
be in that music group, then you 
should be able to do it already.”

But chorus has changed in a 
very different way. After multiple 
meetings with Concert Choir 
Director Rebecca Urrutia, Mr. 
Baker said they decided to incorpo-
rate new elements into each of their 
classes, including  consistent vocal 
quizzes on the new sections of 
music, and brief, bi-weekly writing 
assignments about the history 
of popular songs in America. 

T h i s  p r o j e c t ,  t i t l e d 
“Decades of Pop,” encourages 
students to learn about music in 
a broader, more cultural sense 
beyond just the classroom, said 
Mr. Baker, as well as to get them 
to “think outside of the box.”

As for the quizzes, he 
emphasized that it is important for 
singers to be held responsible for 
working on their pieces at home so 
that they can show improvement. 
“There’s a really easy way to just 
plateau,” said Mr. Baker. “It’s really 
nice when you can start to take 
ownership of your own music.”

Mr. Millen agreed. “We’ve 
gotten to the point where I 
want us to be,” he said, “and 
now it’s time to push forward.”

Faculty positions shift, 
new positions created
by Kate Betts ’16

As students are finding their 
way into the brand-new commu-
nity space in Roberts, homework 
assignments are being uploaded 
into class Google Drive folders, 
and it’s finally cool enough for 
sports practices to be humane, 
change is certainly in the air. The 
KO faculty is not immune to this 
phenomenon: several KO faculty 
have found themselves in new 
and different positions this fall.

KO’s  Academic Technology 
Coordinator is Upper School 
Spanish teacher Juan Martinez. He 
was chosen to assume the position 
based on his pre-existing affinity 
for using Google in the classroom. 

“The last two or three years 
we’ve used a lot of Google prod-
ucts in my classes,” Mr. Martinez 
explained. Last spring, he was one 
of the few KO faculty members 
to go through the rigorous 
training required to become 
a Google-Certified Educator. 

In  this  posi t ion,  Mr. 
Martinez’s hope is to bring KO 
students and faculty to a base-
line  level of proficiency with 
Google Apps for Education.

Due to Head of School 
Dennis Bisgaard’s busy speaking 
and fundraising schedule in 
garnering support for KO’s 2020 
Vision plan, he will frequently 
be away from the school this 

upcoming school year. To assure 
that the momentum of campus 
doesn’t slow down, a new posi-
tion,  Associate Head of School, 
has been created and is filled by 
former Assistant Head of School 
for Academic Life Natalie Demers. 

Ms. Demers explained 
that having an Associate Head is 
not uncommon in independent 
schools.“It’s a very common 
structure to have a second-in-
command to the head of school,” 
she said. “It’s a person who is 
aware of and who oversees a lot 
of the operations of the school.”

The creation of this position 
comes in conjunction with the 
combining of the previous two posi-
tions overseeing the curriculum.

“The idea is to allow  me 
to spread a little bit beyond the 
academic program, especially  
since Ms. Sciglimpaglia is now 
Academic Dean,” Ms. Demers said. 

A s  A c a d e m i c  D e a n , 
Ms. Sciglimpaglia’s job is to 
look at the academic program 
throughout all seven years at KO 
in terms of providing students 
with a cohesive academic journey. 

“I’ll look in every depart-
ment to pick out overlaps, incon-
sistences, gaps, any kinds of 
patterns,” she said. “Part of my job 
is to know what’s ‘cutting edge’ in 
the academic world and what’s 
happening in the world at large and 
trying to find how that fits at KO.”
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Trump Nation? 
No thanks!

by Benjamin Waldman ’16

In my dad’s favorite movie, “The 
American President,” President Andrew 
Shepherd describes the campaign tactics 
of his political rival Bob Rumson: “He 
is interested in two things and two things 
only. Making you afraid of [a problem] and 
telling you who’s to blame for it. That, ladies 
and gentlemen, is how you win elections.”

Donald Trump is the Bob Rumson of 
2015. From his rambling and incoherent pres-
idential campaign announcement in June, 
Trump has supplied a steady stream of idiocy 
to the race for the White House. Despite his 
glaring lack of qualifications, his history of 
overtly racist and sexist statements, and his 
unchecked pugnaciousness, the American 
public has latched onto him, catapulting 
him to the top of current Republican polls. 

The important question is “why?” Why 
has a vacuous and narcissistic man who is so 
utterly out of step with our nation’s socio-
political trends (read: inclusion, tolerance, 
etc.), let alone common standards of decency, 
captured the minds of so many voters? 

It may be because he appears to be a 
refreshing “outsider” in a campaign where 
both parties offer early frontrunners from 
longstanding political name brands. Maybe 
it’s his enticing nationalistic pledge to 
“Make America Great Again!” Maybe it’s 
his wealth; he cannot refrain from saying, ad 
nauseum, that he’s “very rich.” Or maybe it’s 
because he’s skilled at “making you afraid 
of it and telling you who’s to blame for it.” 

But those reasons are all smoke-
screens and sideshows. His positions 
on the issues – what actually matters 
– are devoid of substance, often contra-
dictory, and have turned this race 
into an entertainment-driven circus. 

In a  New York Times op-ed 
piece, Timothy Egan described Donald 
Trump as the “vulgar, nativist element 
in [the Republican] party that they 
nurtured – until it became a monster.” 

When did it become acceptable, 
Egan wondered, “to make fun of veterans, 
to call anyone who isn’t rich a loser, to 
cast an entire group of newly arrived 
strivers as rapists and shiftless crimi-
nals”? Perhaps it was when we began to 
care more about sound bites than ideas.

And, unfortunately, Trump’s far-right 
politics, especially on immigration and citi-
zenship, have pulled his party to the right 
as well. For example, Trump’s solution to 
fix the immigration “problem” is to build a 
wall along the Mexican border. (Apparently 
the idea of America as a land of opportunity 

and a bastion of freedom should be replaced 
by an inward-looking, sealed-off fortress.) 

In turn, Republican candidates have 
moved steadily to the right on immi-
gration, with only one candidate out of 
15 clearly supporting a path to citizen-
ship for undocumented immigrants. 

Even further to the right is Donald 
Trump’s novel claim that the birth-
right citizenship is a legal gray area. 
Now, about eight of the 15 candidates 
“openly question” birthright citizenship. 
(Both statistics are from ThinkProgress.) 

Despite the clear language of the 
Fourteenth Amendment, which states 
that “all persons born…in the United 
States…are citizens of the United States,” 
Trump’s unsupported assertion has led 
more than half of the Republican crop 
of candidates to question a corner-
stone of American liberty for 150 years. 

Trump seems to be one of the only 
topics the media is covering, which lends 
credence to the idea that he is a “poison” 
our entertainment-driven culture has 
“concocted,” using Timothy Egan’s words. 
But I hope that listening to his vitriol and 
hot air is not the extent of American citizens’ 
consideration and debate around these issues. 

It’s imperative that we think for 
ourselves, do our own research and don’t 
accept the pundit party line anymore. Read 
various perspectives on the Iran Deal, 
and decide for yourself whether Congress 
should have rejected it. Ponder the effects 
of Obamacare, and ask yourself if “every 
word” should be repealed. What should the 
role of the government in arresting global 
warming be? (I might add: “Does global 
warming even exist?” because Trump has 
debated that point, but I hope I don’t have to.)

I also hope our country won’t be 
represented by a man who allows a supporter 
to claim that Muslims are America’s 
problem and President Obama isn’t even 
an American, who attacks fellow candidate 
Carly Fiorina by insulting her face, who 
advocates for a forceful expulsion of 11 
million people from the country. But that, 
ultimately, is up to the American people.

The unprecedented size of the Repub-
lican candidate pool allows an unprecedented 
level of conversation about important topics. 
Ideally, meaningful discussion will start soon. 

But we don’t have to wait for Donald 
Trump, or Jeb Bush, or Rand Paul, or 
Hillary Clinton, or Bernie Sanders to 
talk about an issue before we can weigh 
in. The 2016 Presidential race has lots of 
important elements worth discussing seri-
ously. Donald Trump isn’t one of them. 

An unconventional Hewett Day
Each year at KO, Hewett Day is a 

long-anticipated event that gets school spirit 
flowing in earnest.  Red-and-black jerseys 
dot the fields; red-and-black sweatshirts, 
hats, and spirit wear dot the sidelines as 
parents and siblings come out to support 
their favorite Wyverns. Then that night, 
the cafeteria gets transformed into a night 
club as the annual Homecoming dance 
gets underway. On this day, there is no 
doubt that Wyvern Nation is alive and well.

Hewett Day is set to occur on October 
25 this year, later than usual, and that’s not 
the only things that sets it apart from school 
years past: there’s also no football game on 
the calendar, meaning that for the first time in 
recent KO history (and possibly high school 
history as a whole, but that one’s hard to back 
up), Homecoming will not include football.

Listen: we on the KO News under-
stand that scheduling can get tough. With 
the myriad pressures and responsibilities 
that get put on everyone in high school, be 
it students or administrators, sometimes 
it’s just not possible to make it all work.  
In other words, compromise is necessary.  

But the question that seems to 
be plaguing the hearts and minds of 

the student body is...Is this partic-
ular compromise, well, a bit much?

When you think of a high school 
Homecoming, after all, thoughts of foot-
ball are rarely far behind. Indeed, for some 
people, Hewett Day is the only day they 
actually have the time to catch a football 
game, given the various other obligations 
that dominate a Wyvern’s weekend.  What’s 
more, for members of the senior class, it’s the 
last Hewett Day before their bittersweet tran-
sition into college, and the lack of Wyvern 
football on this most spirited of days will 
leave a hole that can’t be filled in next year.

Now, it might well be too late to get 
a football game on the schedule, and we 
on the KO News are not looking to incite a 
riot.  Instead, we simply want to point out the 
absence of a cherished Hewett Day staple.  

But don’t let the energy you 
might’ve spent cheering on the football 
team this October 25 go to waste; we 
encourage you to find the nearest field 
and get excited. After all, football might 
be the Homecoming go-to, but at the end 
of the day, the support trumps the sport.  
This coming Hewett Day, make sure that 
Wyvern Nation is, as usual, alive and well.

English Dept. relies on repetition
What do KO students in Upper Prep 

through Form Six have in common? Based 
on our experience, we’re fairly certain 
they’re all reading a book this year that deals 
with questions of coming-of-age, identity, 
or class and race relations, as well as one 
or two tough-to-chew “classic” tomes.

Now, the aforementioned questions 
deal with what are undeniably important 
concepts for students to gain an under-
standing of and appreciation for. We 
completely understand why books that will 
allow these themes to be taught and discussed 
are included at all levels of the English 
curriculum. However, after the fourth immi-
grant story, one starts to know what to expect. 

We also understand that each year of 
English is actually a course with a specific 
theme, e.g., “The Stories We Tell” for 
Form Three, “Challenging Convention” 
in Form Four, etc. However, when themes 
of adolescent identity and rebellion tend 
to make the curriculum repeatedly, these 
themes seem more redundant than cohesive.

We also understand that high school 
is perhaps the only time when many 
people are forced to read classic litera-

ture, and therefore is the only time they 
will ever read classic literature. However, 
that just raises the question: What 
exactly are we classifying as “classic?”

So, though changing the English 
curriculum must be no small feat, for 
the sake of keeping student interest 
in English fresh, it might be worth it. 

We would  implore those choosing 
the books we read to consider a few ques-
tions. First, is the book clearly discernible 
from others read at KO, and is another 
book also read perhaps a better represen-
tation of the issues you wish to cover? 

Next, consider if this work is being 
chosen because it’s good or because it’s 
been deemed a classic of its genre, “good” 
meaning something that will be interesting 
and accessible to high-school students. 
If the answer is that it’s merely a fallback 
classic, perhaps consider adding a more 
contemporary author, writing on some-
thing new and different to the agenda 
and seeing whether this brightens up 
Harkness discussions and reinvigorates 
those who’ve long since lost their excite-
ment about books. Our hunch? It will.
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Gmail helps organize  
For those of you who are new 

to the school this year, consider 
yourselves lucky; you never had 
to (and hopefully will never have 
to) experience FirstClass, the 
school’s previous email system. 

In  addi t ion  to  being 
confusing to navigate (at least 
for me), seeing unread messages 
in conferences that I was not a 
part of frustrated me to no end. 
(I hated having over 100 unread 
posts in the Forensic Union 
conference, most of which were 
from previous years). I also never 
used the calendar or address book. 

Despite having First-
Class, in some of my classes it 
was necessary to have a Gmail 
account! Therefore, it only makes 
sense for us to switch to Google 
Apps for Education this year. 

Most people I know had a 
Gmail account before this school 
year. They already knew the 
nuances and shortcuts of using 
Google. Even though I did not 
make a Google account until 
last year (for school), it was still 
much easier to use than FirstClass.

I don’t know how I stayed 
on top of my assignments before 

the majority of my teachers started 
using Google Calendar. I’m a 
methodical person, and seeing 
all of my assignments color-
coded by class almost relaxes me. 

Furthermore, teachers can 
make and share their own calendars, 
so there is no room for miscommu-
nication. The calendar can also be 
found on the portal for a lot of my 
classes, so if I forget to check on 
Google I can check there as well.

I  used  Google  Docs 
(and Slides) quite a bit last 
year, but this year everything 
is done through Google Docs. 

In addition to being much 
easier to share (for group proj-
ects) or to submit work to teachers, 
having all of your schoolwork on 
the cloud means that you can access 
it from anywhere with an internet 
connection. There is no more stress 
of losing access to your computer 
and having a paper due next period.

 Also, with Google, many 
of my teachers share assignments 
and handouts digitally, which 
makes them almost impossible 
to lose while being environmen-
tally friendly at the same time.

Google Classroom, while 
not utilized by many teachers, 
has many uses. You can “turn 

in” assignments, and the teacher 
can grade it and/or send it back 
to you with comments. While 
this can be achieved with Google 
Docs, it is also easier for teachers 
because the submissions are orga-
nized by class/assignment, so 
they can see who has yet to turn 
the assignment in, and they don’t 
have four assignments from three 
different classes mixed together.

 In addition to using Google 
Classroom for classes, it can also 
be used by clubs. The creator of 
the site can give people permis-
sion to view/edit the site, so 
anyone with permission can post 
videos, or links pertaining to the 
club and people can comment. The 
comments and posts will not clutter 
up your inbox (which frustrates me 
to no end), as they would if people 
sent out massive chain emails.

Finally, Google Forms can 
be used for anything from getting-
to-know-you information to peti-
tions to form electoral ballots. 
They can be anonymous, or not, 
and the data collected can even 
be compiled into a spreadsheet. 
So, while it may not be perfect, 
I still think that Google apps 
are the best option for a school-
wide communication system.

by Aparajita Kashyap ’18

Around May of last year it 
was announced that KO would 
become a “Google school.” I didn’t 
fully understand what that meant 
until I started receiving emails in 
my new Gmail account inviting 
me to six different calendars. At 
first, this seemed interesting and a 
good way to configure and keep up 
to date with my work. However, 
no one ever taught me how to use 
these calendars, and I’d never seen 
one until then, so it became more 
of a digital maze than a helpful 
tool to figure out when I have 
class and what my homework is.

The first day of school 
came, and, with it, all the anxious-
ness. For me, junior year has been 
something I’d heard all my upper-
classman friends talk and complain 
about since freshman year, so 
I was nervous, to say the least. 

The nerves I felt were only 
amplified when teachers began 
showing us the portal and what 
felt like a million different Google 
pages to check every night. It was 
one thing when every night I would 
check the portal and my FirstClass, 
but now teachers have students 
checking the portal, their Google 

calendar, their Gmail, their Google 
Drive, etc. It has become too much. 
In the past, a homework assign-
ment was printed out and collected, 
but now students have to keep a 
list of which teacher prefers what. 

Some teachers have their 
students print out the assignment, 
others prefer to have it emailed 
to them, while some have their 
students create folders in to store 
their work. With all these different 
ways to, it seems as though it would 
be easier to hand in an assignment, 
not harder. I believe that was the 
intent of becoming a “Google 
school”; however, it’s become 
10 times more difficult. Even the 
daily bulletin, which I look at 
every single night, multiple times, 
has been changed, and the email I 
was so used to seeing has stopped.

The idea of becoming a 
Google school, I believe, is a good 
one, but it has made more work 
for both students and teachers, 
which is the opposite of its goal. 

Overall, I believe some-
thing that was as simple as 
checking an email and a portal 
every night has now become 
harder than my math homework 
and more confusing than my 
French homework ever has been.

by Lauren McPherson ’17

We asked KO students: 
Who are five people you wish 
weren’t famous?

We polled KO students to see if they 
like being in a ‘Google school’: 

60% 
Pro-Google

40% 
Anti-Google

Gmail is a mess

 Senior David Lessard: 

1. Kim Kardashian 
2. Justin Bieber 
3. George Clooney
4. Derek Jeter 
5. Nicki Minaj  

1. The Kardashians
2. Donald Trump
3. Kanye West
4. Derek Jeter
5. Eminem 

Freshmen Molly Baron 
and Lian Wolman: 

Cartoon by Jack Barry ’17.

Want to procrastinate? 
Submit an opinions 
piece to Sasha Bash or 
Kathryn Adams!

Senior Nicole Demers:

Junior Grace Amell: 

     1. Lindsey Lohan
     2. Miley Cyrus
     3. Kanye West
     4. Kim Kardashian
     5. Snooki 

     1. Lindsey Lohan
     2. Miley Cyrus
     3. Kanye West
     4. Kim Kardashian
     5. Snooki 

Divided Opinion: Two views on Gmail
New school-wide system provokes strong reactions
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‘Senior Salute’ reveals 
destructive hierachy

Back in August, when school 
was just starting up, a sordid story 
dominated the news for a week or 
two, and then simply disappeared. 
Nevertheless, I haven’t been 
able to stop thinking about what 
happened at St. Paul’s, an elite 
boarding school in Concord, N.H.

 What happened is, of 
course, subject to debate. I have 
no intention of answering that 
question, and it’s not especially 
helpful to assign blame anyway. 

But here’s a quick over-
view and refresher of agreed-
upon facts for those who may 
have missed the  scandal . 

Each spring at St. Paul’s, 
many senior boys participate in 
a tradition known as the Senior 
Salute. The Salute is a competi-
tion in which young men invite 
younger female students to a 
dingy, out-of-the-way, rooftop 
mechanical room, for a variety 
of sexual favors. (The key to that 
room has, apparently, been passed 
down from class to class for years). 

The soon-to-be graduates 
keep a running tally behind a 
washing machine, and whoever 
manages to attract the greatest 
number of girls presumably 
“wins” the game. Young girls 
are meant to be flattered by 
the invitation, and many girls 

believe that refusal to partici-
pate will be socially debilitating. 

What happened next is, 
unfortunately, not surprising. In the 
spring of 2014 a 15-year-old girl 
accused one of the seniors of rape. 
The case played out in court at the 
end of this summer in a classic 
round of “He said,” “She said.” 

This article is not, however, 
going to be about sexual consent, a 
worthy subject for an entirely sepa-
rate column. From my perspective, 
however, the incident in general, 
and the language in particular, 
reveals much about school culture, 
not just at St. Paul’s, but also (to 
varying degrees) at public and 
private schools across the country. 

To the extent that a school’s 
environment is an expression 
of its values, it demands serious 
consideration. It is something 
for which all administrators, 
teachers and students are respon-
sible. This is where we all have 
a chance to make a difference.

 At St. Paul’s, the Salute’s 
language, which is both athletic 
and military, offers a small 
glimpse into their school’s culture.  
Successful seniors were said to 
have “scored” and many counted 
the number of times they “slayed” 
the younger female students. 
Shamus Khan, a St. Paul’s alum 
who is now a professor of soci-
ology at Columbia University, 

wrote that “rituals are used there 
mainly to impose hierarchy” and 
that there was a “common denomi-
nator of sex and sexuality as the 
common pathway to belonging 
and ‘welcoming’ for girls.”  Sexual 
experience, he said,  offered the 
primary social capital for both 
boys and girls and, as such, carried 
inherent pressures to perform.

 Independent of whatever 
upsetting sexual transgressions 
may have occurred last spring, 
careful examination of just these 
few remarks reveals a school 
steeped in the values of compe-
tition, victory, and, most detri-
mentally, hierarchy. To be sure, 
there can be positive expressions 
of these values, but something 
here seems to have gone awry. 

To feel welcome and vali-
dated, it seems that new and 
younger students, both boys and 
girls, had to accept the culture 
reflected in these words. St. Paul’s, 
it seems, was a school that accepted 
the idea that some community 
members (on the basis of some 
pretty flimsy standards) were 
“better” or more “valuable” than 
others, and that the establishment 
and maintenance of that hierarchy 
(whether through sexual behavior 
or other means) was a common 
part of their daily experience.

 I’m not naive. I know that 
high schools in general, and inde-

pendent schools in particular are, 
in many ways, hotbeds of all sorts 
of hierarchies and competitions. 

There’s nothing wrong 
with competition; insofar as it 
pushes us to become better than 
our previous selves and teaches 
us that we can do more than we 
ever thought possible, I’m all for it. 

But competition – whether 
academic, athletic or otherwise – 
should be about building character 
and building relationships rather 
than exercising power or assuming 
increasingly exalted positions in 
some imagined, ephemeral, and 
ultimately destructive, hierarchy.  

 So, this is a plea to all of 
us – administrators, teachers and 
students – to take responsibility 
for our community culture. Let 
Kingswood Oxford be known 
as a school that values building 
character at least as much 
as building a transcript, and 
certainly more than climbing to 
the top of any perceived order:  
social, academic or otherwise.  

“Character” sounds like a big 
old-fashioned word, but it’s really 
pretty simple. Do what’s right. Do 
your best. Be kind and consider 
others. Take responsibility for what 
you have (or haven’t) done. If you 
can do this, I promise you will be 
happy and proud (and contribute to 
the happiness and pride of others) 
no matter what those others around 

you might (or might not) be doing. 
That’s what is important. 

Furthermore, these values will 
create a collaborative educa-
tional community rather than 
a rigidly hierarchical one. 

Kingswood Oxford can 
take pride in being a place where 
students’ actions are guided by 
discovering and sharing their 
best selves, rather than trying 
to conform to some perverse 
or outdated academic, athletic, 
social or even sexual standards.

 Academics, athletics, social 
behavior, and yes, even sex, are 
all cornerstones in the construc-
tion of character. But when we 
use them as stepping-stones to 
advance our own personal agenda 
at the expense of others, we chip 
away at our greater potential. 

Kingswood Oxford should 
be a community of people who 
value education as discovery 
rather than a series of  hoops 
to jump through, and competi-
tion as the basis for teamwork 
and improvement rather than 
the ascent to some abstract 
and often questionable “top.”

by Meg Kasprak

Remembering brillance: Oliver Sacks
Earlier this year, while we 

were all holding onto the last days 
of summer, the world lost a brilliant 
man. Author and neurologist Oliver 
Sacks died on August 30 of cancer. 

Perhaps you don’t even 
know who this man is – and 
that is exactly why I am writing 
this article. Dr. Sacks treated 
and made many discoveries for 
patients with neurological prob-
lems. One of the most remarkable 
attributes about Dr. Sacks was his 
ability to mix writing and science. 

A l t h o u g h  t h e s e  t w o 
subjects can often be difficult 
to relate, he effortlessly seamed 
them together into cohesive, 
eloquent, and captivating books. 

One of his most famous 
books, “The Man Who Mistook 
His Wife for a Hat,” chronicles 
his case studies of patients who 
have Tourette’s syndrome, autism, 
Parkinson’s disease, musical hallu-
cinations, epilepsy, phantom limb 
syndrome, and schizophrenia. 

It all began in 1966 when 
Dr. Sacks encountered a group of 
unusual patients. These patients 

had spent decades unable to move, 
essentially hopeless human statues. 
However, Dr. Sacks knew that these 
were patients who had survived 
the great pandemic of sleepy 
sickness from 1916 to 1927, also 
known as encephalitis lethargica.

He decided to treat them 
with L-dopa, an experimental 
drug at the time, which miracu-
lously awakened them (providing 
the impetus for his book “Awak-
enings,” which also inspired 
the movie of the same name). 

Although L-dopa was 
not a successful long-term cure 
because of the severe side effects 
of the drug, Sacks brought large 
attention to L-dopa, which 
is now an important drug for 
treating Parkinson’s disease. 

Furthermore, Dr. Sacks’ 
book “Hallucinations” asks why 
ordinary people have hallucina-
tions. He discusses how halluci-
nations can actually be linked to 
sensory deprivation, intoxication, 
illness, or injury and is therefore not 
just experienced by insane people, 
as it had been previously perceived. 

This is just one of the many 
examples of Dr. Sacks eluci-

dating a neurological problem by 
providing reason and explanation. 
Through compelling and compas-
sionate anecdotes, Sacks brought 
light to rare conditions of the brain. 

Sacks also helped show the 
world what autism really is. In 
his book “The Man Who Mistook 
His Wife for a Hat,” one of the 
case studies focuses on a set of 
twins, George and Charles Finn. 

The majority of doctors had 
diagnosed these twins as autistic, 
mentally disabled, and schizo-
phrenic. Dr. Sacks took special 
interest in these twins because of 
their vast knowledge of numbers. 

For example, they could 
calculate the day of the week for 
any date in a thousand-year span. 

They could also instantly 
calculate six-digit prime numbers. 
This discovery shocked Dr. 
Sacks because, although they 
had extensive abilities with 
numbers, they were incapable 
of performing much simpler 
tasks such as tying their shoes. 

This led to Sacks meeting 
other patients known to be autistic, 
such as José. Despite the fact 
that nurses and doctors thought 

of José as an idiot, Dr. Sacks 
discovered José’s talents through 
compassion and connection. 

When he asked José to draw 
his watch, José meticulously drew 
it with immense detail. Because 
of the twins, José, and many 
other autistic children and adults 
Dr. Sacks met, he realized that 
autism brings not only challenging 
deficits, but also special gifts. 

Dr. Sacks said, “Nineteenth-
Century neurology was largely 
based on lesions and angoras and 
all the things that can go missing 
or wrong . . . But I’ve always been 
more interested – in both in a 
neurological way and a human way 
– in what is spared or enhanced. 
The twins were the first enhanced 
autistic people I ever met.” 

While in Ward 23 (where 
José and the twins lived), Dr. 
Sacks decided to speak up about 
the inhumane treatments of the 
patients. However, Dr. Sacks 
was kicked out of the hospital.

 This led him to write “An 
Anthropologists on Mars,” seven 
tales of patients adapting to neuro-
logical conditions such as autism 
and Asperger’s syndrome. After 

the publication of this book, Dr. 
Sacks received many letters from 
people who recognized aspects of 
themselves or people they knew 
from the characters in the book. 
He helped bring acceptance to 
autism rather than the negative 
connotation it previously had. 

These are just some of the 
countless discoveries Dr. Sacks 
made. Many lessons can be 
learned from his immense obser-
vations. He approached medical 
discoveries through the unique 
lens of compassion and empathy. 

He truly cared for his 
patients and wanted to fully under-
stand what was going on in their 
brains. Not only did he discover 
and bring light to numerous 
neurological disorders, but he also 
shed positive light on problems 
formally perceived negatively.

Dr. Sacks’ selfless love 
for people, his brilliance, and 
his resilience in the tough 
medical world is truly inspiring. 

I  encourage everyone 
to read his books or watch his 
movies to learn more about 
neurological disorders wrapped 
in stigma by the mainstream.

by Sasha Bash ’17

Meg Kasprak is chair of the 
Upper School English depart-
ment.

Neurologist explored mysteries of the mind

New school-wide system provokes strong reactions
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Cartoon by Evan Kelmar ’16. 

Engage in elections: vote Bernie
“So Bernie, huh?”: a ques-

tion I can’t say I haven’t heard 
once or twice so far this school 
year. I also can’t say I mind it. The 
fact that I’m willing to display 
a large, bright blue sticker on 
the back of my laptop (a public 
forum in this day and age) that 
reads “BERNIE 2016” would 
suggest that I care enough about 
him to advertise it to the world at 
large and am willing to answer 
the unspoken questions that lie 
beneath this casual inquiry: “Why 
do you want this guy to win?” 
and “Why do you even care?” 

So, to answer the former, I’ll 
start with a disclaimer that, until 
the day he announced his intention 
of running for the Democratic pres-
idential nomination, I had no idea 
who Senator Bernie Sanders was. 

That day, upon investigation 
of his platform and policy history, 
I was immediately taken in. One 
might not expect a 17-year-old girl 
to describe herself as being “taken 
in” by a crotchety, hunchbacked 
74-year-old politician, but listen to 
just one of Bernie’s speeches, and I 
swear you’ll feel it too – and, if not, 
hearing about some of the ideas 
this guy has might do the trick.  

Before getting into the 
issues, however, I should remind 
readers that, though we may be 
categorized as “the fortunate” in 
society, it’s unfortunate that many 

Treat yo’self today!
by Kathryn Adams ’16

Field hockey 
fights to fill up 
a varsity team

 The varsity field hockey 
team this year is struggling with 
numbers on the team. In previous 
years, there have always been 
two teams, a varsity and a JV; 
however, last year and this year, 
there are barely enough players 
for one team. While the team 
has good skill and works hard, 
the issue lies in not having an 
adequate number of subs in a 
game. There are barely any subs, 
which prevents players who work 
incredibly hard in the game from 
getting enough time to recover 
so that they can play their best. 
Having a lack of subs continues 
to negatively impact our team.

Unfortunately, this forces the 
players to pace themselves and not 
be able to play all out for the full 
time they are on the field. The lack 
of players is also unfair to the girls 
on the team who want to have a 
good season and simply play their 
best. Sadly, no one wants to join the 
team because they are either scared 
of the amount of running and 
conditioning that the team does or 
they are discouraged because they 
have never played the sport before. 

While the team does go 

for long runs, the players get in 
shape quickly and actually enjoy 
the runs. Field hockey is also 
an incredibly fun sport and the 
coaches and players on the team 
are incredibly willing to teach 
anyone who is new the sport. 

All of the players on the 
field hockey team really love to 
play. For example, the other week 
when it was pouring rain, Coach 
Blake  offered to end practice after 
the run so we didn’t have to play 
in the rain. But, instead of taking 
the opportunity to leave early, we 
asked if we could still practice 
despite the weather because we 
all genuinely wanted to play. This 
just shows how much everyone 
on our team wants to work hard 
and have fun, but we are held 
back by the lack of numbers.

There are other sports that 
have an excessive number of 
players that certainly don’t all 
get fair playing time or aren’t as 
into the sport they are signed up 
for. Anyone who is even slightly 
interested in field hockey but 
is intimidated or scared or any 
other feeling should talk to one 
of the players or the coaches and 
get more information to see if 
they would like to join the team. 

by Bonnie Steinberg ’17

Do you ever come home 
from school, throw on your 
favorite pair of sweatpants and 
jump into bed? Occasionally binge 
watch your favorite Netflix series 
for two hours until you realize it’s 
probably time to get out of bed and 
start the endless amount of home-
work you have? I really hope I’m 
not the only one in this situation.

I could spend hours lying 
in my bed re-watching pointless 
reality TV shows I’ve already 
seen 12 times. And that is the 

great thing I’ve discovered about 
guilty pleasures: the ability to 
forget about everything else for 
just a few moments because you 
love that one thing so much. Seri-
ously, if you don’t have one, you’re 
denying yourself the greatest plea-
sures that life has to offer, or maybe 
you’re just lying to yourself.

Honestly, I could watch any 
reality TV show and eat apples 
and peanut butter for a good three 
days straight. And I know you’re 
“supposed” to feel guilty about this 
whole situation. (I mean, they’re 
called “guilty pleasures,” right?)  

But I actually feel zero guilt at all. I 
love talking to my friends about the 
latest episodes (ask David Lessard, 
if you really care). I don’t think 
there’s been a “Keeping Up With 
the Kardashians” episode I’ve 
missed for five seasons now, and 
my family watches “The Bachelor” 
every week with a seemingly weird 
dedication.  OK, now that I actually 
said that, it’s pretty embarrassing.

Seriously though, I know 
I’m not the only one here who 
is slowly but surely drowning 
in the sea of work that’s being 
assigned (if you’re not- props 
to  you ,  I ’m impressed! ) . 

But it’s time to treat your-
self, to spend a night binge-
watching your favorite reality TV 
show, jamming to Taylor Swift’s 
first album, not doing any home-
work, and not worrying about 
anything except not wanting to 
get up to make the popcorn. It’s 
important, seriously. Trust me. 

I know how important 
school is, but it’s really important 
to spend these years enjoying your-
self instead of stressing about tests 
that will not make or break your 
life. Take high school by storm; 
you really only get to enjoy it 
once. Have some fun, and try 
not to get wrapped up into all the 
annoying stress that school entails. 
Indulge in your guilty pleasures 
once in a while (“treat yo’self,” 
in the immortal words of Donna 
from “Parks and Recreation”). 
You won’t regret it . . . I promise!

or even most KO students are 
rather detached from the realities of 
today’s most pressing policy issues. 

Consider for example, 
students who live in West Hart-
ford, a suburban dreamland 
of large, green-lawned houses 
owned by gainfully employed 
parents who send their chil-
dren to excellent schools. 

These students more than 
likely don’t often venture far 
enough down Park Road so as to 
enter Hartford proper, which is 
really the only way they would 
be exposed to the actuality of 
wealth inequality in America. 

However, for those aware 
of this issue, who acknowledge 
that the wealth gap that exists 
in the U.S. today is incontest-
able and grotesque (the top 0.1 
percent of Americans own almost 
as much wealth as the bottom 
90 percent) and that this is fast 
becoming one of the pre-eminent 
moral, political, and economic 
issues of today, Bernie has a plan. 

It’s actually a rather exten-
sive plan (he is trying to be Presi-
dent, after all), but the gist of 
it includes: imposing fair taxes 
on the very wealthy; increasing 
the federal minimum wage; 
investing in public works proj-
ects and starting a youth jobs 
program; signing the Paycheck 
Fairness Act into law to combat 
income inequality between races 
and genders; expanding Social 

Security; and breaking up the 
financial giants that hold far too 
much wealth and power over the 
heads of everyday Americans. 

Whew. That’s just some 
of the economic platform. 
I’ll try to more quickly go 
through some of the bigger/
better ideas Bernie has other-
wise, which include fighting for:

• democracy, by getting 
big  money (corpora t ions , 
super-PACs) out of politics

•  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t , 
by  comple te ly  rework ing 
Amer ica’s  energy  sys tem 
to combat cl imate change

• the rights of veterans, by 
expanding and fully funding the VA

• the rights of women to equal 
opportunity and compensation to 
men, and to have full and protected 
reproductive rights nationwide

• the rights of families 
to have access to high-quality 
childcare and preschool regard-
less of income, to send their 
children to high-quality public 
school free of charge all the way 
through university, and to receive 
Social Security benefits that actu-
ally match their cost of living

• the rights of the sick 
to comprehensive and afford-
able healthcare, particularly 
through lowering the exorbi-
tant prices of prescription drugs

• the rights of immigrants, 
through signing comprehensive 
immigration reform into law that 

will allow people who come to 
this country to live without fear of 
incarceration or familial splitting 
and by reversing trade agreements 
that caused the problems they’re 
fleeing in their countries of origin 

• the rights of American 
people of color to protection 
from the physical, political, 
legal and economic violence 
being waged against them by 
fellow Americans and the state. 

I think that covers most of 
the main platform points, though 
truly this just scratches the surface. 
Bernie Sanders has nothing if not 
big ideas – though I also think I 
should mention that many, even 
most of these ideas are really 
just points in which the U.S. has 
some catching up to socioeco-
nomically similar nations to do. 

Finally, I suppose I should 
acknowledge the elephant in 
the room: Bernie Sanders is a 
self-described socialist. As most 
Americans haven’t quite gotten 
over their practically blood-born, 
postwar red-phobia, the concept 
of socialism is relatively taboo. 

However, Bernie explains 
that all that he means by socialism, 
or what he sometimes calls 
democratic socialism, is taking 
an approach to government 
similar to that of countries like 
Denmark, Sweden, Norway, and 
Finland – protecting the needs 
of working families, the elderly, 
and children, and preventing 

corporate greed from control-
ling the country by imposing 
a greater role for government. 

Still, this label creates 
a significant kink in Bernie’s 
campaign, and is a large reason 
why many of  his  current 
supporters, myself included, are 
fearful that he’ll lose the Demo-
cratic nomination to another 
candidate. Despite his better-than-
expected performance in polls 
thus far (he’s even caught up with 
President Obama’s 2008 numbers), 
he still has an unbelievably low 
chance of winning the primaries. 

At this point, I implore my 
fellow seniors and KO’s older 
juniors: This is your chance to take 
your place in American democracy 
during a major, crucial election. 

You can register to vote 
online today, as long as you’re 
currently at least 17 and you’ll be 
18 by the time of the election next 
November – which also enables 
you to vote in the Connecticut 
primaries on April 26, 2016. 

Though I hope many of you 
have found yourself “feeling the 
Bern” because perhaps the ideas 
from Bernie’s platform I shared 
resonated with you, my greater 
hope is that, no matter which candi-
date your political ideologies align 
with, many members of the KO 
community will take advantage of 
their position as an American this 
next year and will take interest 
in the election. It’s your future.

by Kate Betts ’16
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Excitement unbottled: KO
welcomes new faculty babies
by Carolyn McCusker ’17

This year the KO commu-
nity was graced with four 
faculty babies: science teacher 
Kathleen DiSanto’s daughter, 
Kinley; English teacher Cath-
erine Schieffelin’s twins, Julia 
and Eli; and history teacher 
Jim Weeks and French teacher 
Jennifer Weeks’ son, Henry.

Mr. Weeks said he and his 
family are thrilled to have a  baby 
in the family: “We’re enjoying 
watching him develop and learn 
something new every day,” he said.

Four-month-old Kinley was 
born on May 23, 2015. “[Kinley] 

likes to play on her playmat 
laughing,” said Mrs. DiSanto.

The biggest surprise to 
Mrs. DiSanto is how different 
Kinley is from her 3-year-old 
brother. “She’s much more 
sociable,” Mrs. Disanto said. 

Mrs. Schieffelin’s twins, Julia 
and Eli, were born August 10, 2014.

Mrs. Schieffelin said that, 
before she had the twins, she wasn’t 
very experienced with kids. “I knew 
nothing about kids. I was an only 
child [and] had very little experi-
ence with babies, so everything 
was new,” said Ms. Schieffelin. 

Some of Eli’s interests 
include eating macaroni and 

Forensic Union sends ‘eh’ group 
of juniors to Toronto tournament
by Kate Betts ’16
     and Alec Rossi ’17

Between high attendance 
levels at opening meetings and 
the imminent sending of three of 
its members to The York School 
in Toronto, Canada to compete 
in the International Independent 
Schools Public Speaking Compe-
tition (IISPSC), Kingswood 
Oxford’s Forensic Union is starting 
the 2015-16 school year strong.

Juniors and three-year 
Forensic Union members Noah 
Stanton, Isabella Pratt, and  Adam 
Kim will be the students flying 
to Toronto with Forensic Union 
Coach Sarah Whalen on October 
23. While there, they will compete 
against students from independent 
schools worldwide in various 
public speaking competitions.

“It’s four consecutive days 
of competitions,” Ms. Whalen 
explained. “Students get to 
choose their events, but they 
have to at least do an interpre-
tive reading, a Parliamentary 
debate, and either a persua-
sive or an after-dinner speech.”

For an interpretive reading, 
she explained, speakers choose 
a passage of prose  or poetry to 
briefly introduce and then read it 
aloud in order to be judged on how 
their voice and presentation convey 
the material. All KO students 
participate in a similar competi-
tion during their sophomore year 
in the annual Speaker’s Forum.

On the more formal end of 
the spectrum lies the parliamen-
tary debate, which Ms. Whalen 
said is what KO Forensic Union 
members are most familiar with.

“It’s what we do all the 
time here, just a two-versus-
two debate in the formal style 
of British Parliament,” she said. 

Though at KO’s usual 
competitions debaters are part-
nered with someone from their 
own school, at this competition 
not only will the issue debated 
be unknown, so will the partner, 
adding another level of difficulty 
but perhaps also to camraderie 
between competing schools.

The  th i rd  mandatory 
category of competition will 
provide a choice for competing 

students, between the more 
formal persuasive speech and 
the satirical after-dinner speech.

 “The persuasive speeches 
are generally on very hot-button 
issues,” said Ms. Whalen. 
“The speaker has to lay out 
the problem and then explain 
a comprehensive solution.” 
According to the IISPSC’s offi-
cial rules, a persuasive speech 
can utilize humorous elements, 
but must be serious in nature.

In contrast, though after-
dinner speeches may touch 
upon more serious issues, they 
more often serve to poke fun at 
a group of people or a phenom-
enon, so much so that the rule 
book reminds participants that 
the speech “must not be just a 
stand-up comedy routine” and 
that “both speaker and audi-
ence must be credibly capable of 
communication through speech.”

Veteran after-dinner speaker 
Adam said this is the event he’s 
most looking forward to competing 
in at the ISSPSC. “Mine is called 
‘An Address to the Society of 
Introvert,’ and in it, I have to put on 

Form deans assign 
assembly seating
by Grace Amell ’17

This year, every Upper 
School form now has designated 
seating locations at both weekly 
assemblies and all-school assem-
blies; clusters of seats are assigned 
by advisee group and form.

In the past, Forms Three and 
Four have had assigned seating, 
but this year Forms Five and Six 
will adopt the policy as well.

T h i s  n e w  d e v e l o p -
ment has been put in place 
primarily to make taking atten-
dance easier for advisors. 

Assistant Head of School 
for Student Life Carolyn McKee 
said that the form deans decided 
it would be more convenient for 
attendance purposes. “It helps 
make sure we account for everyone 
who is at school,” she said.

Form Five Dean Ronald 
Garcia said that assigned seating 
especially helps at the beginning 
of the year. “At the start of the 
school year when advisors, espe-
cially advisors of Forms Three and 
Five, don’t know their advisees as 
well, it is much more convenient,” 
he said. “It helps to get a quick 
and accurate attendance count.”

There are also a few other 
reasons that this policy was 
imposed. Ms. McKee said that 
assigned seating for the Upper 
School helps the whole school to 
fit in Roberts Theater. “We assign 
seats so that. when we have all- 
school assembly, it’s easier for the 
Middle School to fit in,” she said.

Mr. Garcia agreed. “In 
past years, Middle Schoolers 

cheese and playing with mega-
blocks. Megablocks are larger 
legos. “He’s not quite building with 
them yet, but he likes throwing 
them around and chewing on 
them.” said Ms. Schieffelin.

Julia likes playing with 
her stuffed dog named “Puppy.” 
“She loves it so much that 
she had to have two,” Ms. 
Schieffelin said. “[She has] a 
‘home’ Puppy and a ‘daycare’ 
Puppy,” said Ms. Schieffelin.

According to Mrs. Schief-
felin, Julia also likes eating fruits 
and green vegetables., “[In that 
respect] she’s a little healthier 
than Eli,” said Ms. Schieffelin.

Kinley DiSanto (left), Julia and Eli Schieffelin-Belanda (top right), and Henry Weeks (bottom right). Photos courtesy of 
Ms. Schieffelin, Mrs. DiSanto, and Mr. Weeks.

have had to scramble and 
find open rows,” he said.

Form Three Dean Kata 
Baker added that assigned 
seating will hopefully make 
more students attend assemblies. 
“Attendance at assemblies, espe-
cially in the upper forms, is not 
as great as it should be,” she said.

Ms. McKee added that, 
although there have not been 
specific behavioral issues in assem-
blies in the past, assigned seating 
will help any such situations. 
“People are better behaved if they 
sit by advisee group,” she said.

Ms. McKee also said that 
some advisers sit with their 
advisees. “It is possible for advi-
sors to sit with them if they 
are sitting in specific rows.”

However, Senior Gabriel 
Wolman said he thought that 
assigned seating was unnecessary. 

Junior Alec Rossi said 
there have been some glitches 
in the assigning of seats. “My 
advisee group was assigned a row 
that does not exist,” said Alec.

However, there are some 
unclear aspects of these rules. Mr. 
Garcia said that this policy may 
not be continued as the school 
year progresses. “I would assume 
that [assigned seating] may get 
more casual as the school year 
progresses and advisees get to 
know their students,” he said. 
“This is definitely something that 
is more important at the begin-
ning of the year,” said Mr. Garcia.

Ms. McKee disagreed. 
“We are certainly going to keep 
this policy all year,” she said.

“...[G]reat satis-
faction...comes 
with finding the 
perfect quip.”           
          – Adam Kim

a nasally voice and act extremely 
nervous and address the few 
people hiding beneath the tables,” 
he explained. “It was a lot of fun 
to perform last year during our 
Speaker’s Showcase and people 
really seemed to find it funny.”

Because the KO Forensic 
Union focuses primarily on parlia-
mentary debate at its weekly meet-
ings due to its prevalence in their 
competition schedule, students 
work primarily on their own to write 
and prepare interpretive, persua-
sive, and after-dinner speeches.  

Adam cites this prepara-
tion process as his favorite part 
of public speaking. “There’s 
great satisfaction that comes 
with finding the perfect quip to  

end an after-dinner speech or the 
undeniable piece of evidence that 
completely shuts down your oppo-
nents’ argument,” he explained. 

For future members of 
Forensic Union, however, this 
focus may shift in this year and 
coming years, Ms. Whalen said. 
“I hope to make more space 
and time for speeches, espe-
cially since we have Stoneleigh 
Burnham coming up, which 
is the only competition where 
students get to do speeches other 
than KO’s speaking competition, 
which takes place in February.”

It was due to the lack of 
non-debate speaking opportuni-
ties that last spring Ms. Whalen 
initiated the Speaker’s Showcase, 
an evening event held for Forensic 
Union members, their families, 
and the KO community at large 
during which members could 
give speeches they had worked 
on during the year prior. The inau-
gural event was wildly successful, 
and Ms. Whalen and the Forensic 
Union said they are hopeful that 
this year’s event will be just 
as succesful as last year’s was.
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Hopeful shutterbugs 
shut out of classes

Photography, taught by 
art teacher Greg Scranton, is 
a course in extremely high 
demand by students of all grades. 

The few classes taught 
each semester are not able 
to satisfy this high demand, 
and the lack of spaces in the 
classes has caused controversy. 

Photography is a semester-
long class offered in both the 
fall and spring. It is a creative 
arts course worth half a credit 
toward the fulfillment of students’ 
arts requirements. Each year 
there are increasing numbers 
of students who apply to take 
photography as their elective. 

“Every year it’s like a 
race to get into photography,” 
said junior Becca Richards. 
“Everyone wants to take it but 

there are only so many spots in 
the class that can be filled up.”

Since there is only one 
teacher, the class is only offered 
a few periods each semester. The 
limited number of photography 
classes has made acceptance into 
the class even more difficult, and a 
waiting list has been made to decide 
the order of prioritized students. 

“I applied last year to get 
into photography and wasn’t 
accepted, even though I had a 
free period during the time of the 
class,” said junior Issie Pratt. “I 
was upset by this because I have 
a strong interest in photography, 
so when I reapplied this year 
and got in I was very excited.”

The photography class 
at KO has a reputation around 
school, junior Meghan Dalton 
said. “Everyone loves the class, 
but everyone hates the process 

of trying to get in,” she said. 
Not only is the system of 

enrollment causing disappointment 
and stress for busy high school 
students, but it is also causing some 
people to not even apply at all. 

“I was going to apply for 
a spot in the photography class, 
but I was so discouraged by 
its low acceptance rate,” said 
junior Josh Bobruff. “I hear 
about people becoming sad and 
annoyed by getting rejected, and 
it makes me not want to even try.”

A big question many people 
are wondering is why certain 
students get into the class and 
others do not. It is thought that 
older students get first choice on 
what classes they want to take, 
but many people have complained 
that younger students have gotten 
in as opposed to older applicants.

With all the new upgrades 
and rebuilds happening on 
campus, people are wondering 
whether or not the House will 
be, or should be, updated.

The House was one of four 
academic cottages built in 1922 
when Kingswood School moved 
from Hartford to West Hartford. 

The electrical and mechan-
ical features of the building are 
completely up to date. The only 
change scheduled to be made 
is a quick touch up, but only to 
the outside. “There’s not much 
you can do on the outside except 
paint,” said Director of Facilities 
Larry Marciano. “We’re going 
to start doing that next week.” 
Otherwise, he said, the house 
will remain relatively untouched 
for at least the next five years

Still, despite the up-to-date 
facilities, some people feel that 
further renovations should be made. 

“I think the House has some 
issues with the bathrooms and how 
atrocious those facilities are,” said 
senior Mark Sheehan, “And the 
temperatures can be janky, and in 
Mr. Baker’s room the loud water 
pipes are no good.”  These tended 
to be the most common complaints 
among mul t ip le  s tudents .

Beyond the odd noises and 
even odder bathroom set-up, a 
random desk located next to the 
toilet, the House sometimes fails 
to meet smooth functionality 
for students. “I think the stairs 
need to be fixed,” said sopho-
more Aparajita Kashyap, “I had 
[history teacher Stacey] Savin 
last year, and I bumped my head 

Handling the House
on the stairs quite a few times.” 
But others argue that the House’s 
odd quirks and eccentricities 
are exactly why it needs to stay. 

History and math teacher 
Tracy Deeter, who teaches in the 
House, said that it shouldn’t be 
updated: “By updating it, you’re 
going to take away some of its 
character”. Although Mrs. Savin 
said she would be open to the 
idea of updating technology in 
the House to make the learning 
and teaching experience easier, 
she agreed with Ms. Deeter. “I 
teach history, and it is history,” 
she said. “We like history!”

Sophomore Emma Smith 
agreed that there’s a legacy linked 
to the House that shouldn’t be 
tampered with. “It’s the spirit of 
KO,” she said. “I think we have 
enough modern things on campus”. 

What will  become of 
the House is undetermined, 
said Mr. Marciano. But plenty 
of people have suggestions 
and ideas of what can be done 
to the House in the future to 
improve upon it for all students.

“Ideally, if you expanded 
it, you could have more history 
classes,” said junior Cassandra 
T-Pederson. “Basically Seav-
erns is English, CT is math and 
science, Roberts is like language 
and arts, and history is scattered 
all over the place. It’d be nice 
if there was a history center.”

Mr. Marciano has his own, 
less invasive plan dreamed up. 
“Thinking outside the box it’d 
be nice to take the House off 
of its foundation and move it 
somewhere else,” he said. “Put 
it somewhere it stands out”.

by Vivian Goldstein ’17

Jenna Scarpantonio 
snaps up Paris
by Hannah Bash ’18

A collection of 22 amazing 
street photos will soon be 
displayed in the gallery to exhibit 
senior photographer Jenna Scar-
pantonio’s summer in Paris, 
France. Jenna used the money 
awarded to her during her junior 
year from the Rosoff Fellow-
ship for Media Arts to travel to 
Paris on a photography program.

P h o t o g r a p h y  t e a c h e r 
Greg Scranton said he awarded 
Jenna the scholarship during her 
junior year because she excelled 
in all the media arts courses 
she took in the Upper School.  

Mr. Scranton said that Jenna 
took New Media and Photog-
raphy 1 and 2, making her quali-
fied for this scholarship. Since 
Mr. Scranton is the only photog-
raphy teacher at KO, he is the only 
person who chooses which junior 
student receives the award, he said. 

 “I used to consult a little 
with Mrs. Rossoff, and she 
always knew who was chosen, 
but, in the end I was the final deci-
sion maker,” Mr. Scranton said. 

 The amount of money 
awarded to the recipient of the 
scholarship varies each year 
depending on how well the 
endowed fund does. If there is a 
generous donation that helps the 
endowed fund, then more money 
will be given to the student 
that year.  Usually the student 
receives anywhere from $1,500 
to $3,000, Mr. Scranton said.  

With that amount of money, 
the student can pick a program or 
school of their choice to travel to 
over the summer and study photog-
raphy.  After they return, a require-
ment of the scholarship is that they 
have to display an exhibition of the 

photos from their summer program. 
Past scholarship recipient 

Max Bash ’15 explained his 
unique photography experience in 
Spain. He said that being able to 
travel abroad with financial help 
from KO to study photography 
confirmed his passion. “I didn’t 
realize how much photography 
meant in my life until this trip, and 
because of it I took the best pictures 
I’ve ever taken and used them in 
my college portfolio,” Max said.

Jenna received around 
$3,000, which she used to travel 
abroad in Paris over the summer 
and study photography. She said 
she believes she got the schol-
arship last winter, giving her 
enough time to explore different 
programs toward which she 
could use the scholarship money. 

Jenna used her money 
to take a photography class in 
Paris with twins David and Peter 
Turnley, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
photojournalists. Both David and 
Peter took eye-opening photo-
graphs of political uprisings, wars, 
and natural disasters. During her 
program, Jenna said she explored 
a new type of photography.

“I learned a lot about street 
photography, which I wasn’t 
interested in until I went on this 
program,” Jenna said. “I used to 
like landscape photography, but 
after traveling to Paris and taking 
this program, I am now more 
interested in street photography.”

 Like Jenna, Max said the 
scholarship helped him find the type 
of photography he was interested 
in. “It helped me define my style as 
a photographer, showing me that 
black-and-white photos were the 
picture I wanted to take,” he said.

Jenna was taught much more 
than how to take better photo-

graphs.  She said she was also 
exposed to many pictures of world 
crises taken by her teachers. “The 
teacher had been to over  90 coun-
tries in times of distress and war 
and was able to teach us about his 
experiences through photographs 
and presentations in a way that 
really stuck with me,” she said. 

She described his pictures 
as truly inspiring because they 
showed his compassion for all 
human beings and tough situa-
tions. “One thing that really stuck 
with me was that after photo-
graphing numerous wounded 
soldiers on active battlefield, he 
went out and risked his life to help 
the soldiers carry the wounded 
men to safety,” Jenna said.

After the trip, Mr. Scranton 
described Jenna’s style of photog-
raphy as very similar to her person-
ality of being a quiet observer.  
“She is a keen observer of her 
surroundings and her street photog-
raphy offers quiet insight into her 
surroundings,” Mr. Scranton said. 

 The Rosoff Fellowship for 
Media Arts began at KO about six 
or seven years ago, Mr. Scranton 
said. Courtney Donnell, a 1963 
Oxford alumna, donated money 
to the art program at KO after 
her amazing experience with 
the art program at Oxford. After 
earning a degree in the School 
of the Art Institute of Chicago, 
Ms. Donnell generously decided 
to give money to KO since 
her art experience here led her 
receive the degree she earned.

Jenna’s collection of 22 
photos in color and black-and-
white will be displayed soon 
in the gallery at KO for all 
students, families, and teachers 
to admire the wonderful work 
she did over the summer in Paris.

Profile:

New AD Debra Fiske
While still learning the 

ropes, first-year Athletic Director 
Debbie Fiske said she plans on 
drawing from her past experi-
ences as a Division 1 college 
basketball player, college coach, 
and university administrator 
in order to lead KO into a new 
age of competitive athletics. 

In the beginning, Mrs. 
Fiske said, the University of 
Connecticut was never on her 
radar, mainly because radar didn’t 
exist. To her as a child, a college 
sport was simply not a possibility. 

Furthermore, when she 
picked up a basketball for the first 
time while watching her older 
sister shoot hoops with her dad in 
the driveway, the concept of sports 
opening doors seemed foreign. 

“I was in a fish bowl; there 
was no glass ceiling, because I 
didn’t know the ceiling existed. 
I came from a small town, and 
UConn was an entirely different 
environment,” Mrs. Fiske said. 

Yet, as her natural talent at 
the sport combined quickly with 
her hard work and determination 
under her father’s guidance, Mrs. 
Fiske soon learned the benefits 
the sports world could offer, 
lessons she discovered specifi-
cally during her time at UConn.

by Ryan Albanesi ’17

“It’s always been about 
family. I still look forward to 
my UConn reunions. [Geno 
A u r i e m m a ]  c a m e  t o  m y 
wedding, 20 plus years later, 
and he is still there for me if 
I need a resource,” she said. 

After her time at UConn, 
where Mrs. Fiske led her team to 
the Final Four for the first time 
in UConn history in 1991, she 
took her passion for the sport of 
basketball to another position 
in the sporting world. Directly 
out of college, she began to 
run the fitness and wellness 
program at St. Johns University.

Continued on page 18. 

Deborah Fiske  Photo by Lexi 
Banasiewicz ‘16

by Jacob Brown ’17
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Mr. Bezdek shines 
new light on KO 
art community

KO students made an impact 
all around the world this summer, 
starting with sophomore Jake 
Kulak, who traveled to Norway 
to play guitar and attend a select 
band seminar as well as play at 
an annual blues festival. Jake and 
his parents flew to Norway for 
the seminar in Nottoden, which 
started July 27 and went until 
August 1. Nottoden is a small 
town an hour outside of Oslo.

Not only did Jake repre-
sent KO at this event, but he was 
also the only American at the 
event. The seminar was selec-
tive, but because Jake has videos 
of himself performing on the 

Internet, he was invited to join 
them without a formal audition. 
Upon arrival, Jake knew none of 
the 40 students at the band seminar. 
All the other students were from 
Norway and spoke Norwegian. 
“Everyone knew enough English 
to hold a conversation,” Jake said. 

Jake said that all of the 40 
students were incredibly talented. 
He was one of the only guitar 
players, while the most popular 
instruments there were bass, piano, 
and voice. The students were up 
by 8 a.m. each morning, and they 
would practice and play until 3 p.m. 

As this point, they were 
free to spend the night exploring 
the town of Notodden. The 
seminar took place in a one- 

by Gwyneth McDonald ’16

As the school year began 
and students and staff returned 
to the KO campus this fall, art 
teacher Joshua Bezdek joined 
the faculty as a new member of 
the KO community. Mr. Bezdek 
works part-time in the creative 
arts department, teaching one 
drawing class, and he will have 
more courses later in the year.  

Next quarter and next 
semester, he said, he plans on 
teaching painting and sculpture 
courses in the Middle School, as 
well as Introduction to Studio Art 
to students in the Upper School.

He may be new to KO, 
but Mr. Bezdek is not new to 
teaching.  He comes to KO from 
Austin, Texas, and he has expe-
rience teaching drawing and 
photography at different high 
schools in and around Austin. 

Outside of KO, Mr. Bezdek 
makes his own art, and this is his 
first experience teaching part-time. 

“I’m a practicing artist, so by 
working part-time, the idea is that 
I’ll do more of my own artwork 
and get back to my painting,” 
said Mr. Bezdek. “But the idea of 
being strictly just an artist wasn’t 
for me because I love teaching.”

Although teaching art is his 
occupation at KO, Mr. Bezdek is 
getting involved in the creative 
arts department in other ways, too.  

Mr. Bezdek and creative arts 
teacher Greg Scranton are working 
together to make Room 104 in 
Roberts a darkroom to create dark-
room photographs. “Darkroom 
photography is with old-fashioned 
cameras, film, and chemicals, with 
nothing modern or digital about it,” 
said Mr. Bezdek. “Mr. Scranton 
and I are working on opening up 
the darkroom and starting it up.”

Photography is currently 
a popular course at KO, and 
many students are intrigued by 
expanding opportunities in the 
arts, particularly in photography.

“Everyone always wants 
to take photography and other 
art classes here at KO,” said 
junior Sasha Bash. “So I think 
it’s great that new develop-
ments in the arts, like darkroom 
photography, are taking place.”   

Darkroom photography 
and darkrooms require an 
assortment of various pieces of 
equipment in order to develop 
light-sensitive photographs.  

Many techniques are used 
during this process, as it must be 
done by a person, instead of a 
digital camera or other technology.

Mr. Bezdek said he has a 
passion for handmade, authentic 
creations and art, as opposed to 
much of today’s technological 
advancements.  He has worked with 
technology in previous jobs, but 
now he is fascinated by “old-tech” 
items and artwork, such as vintage 
cameras and antique paintings.

“I think a lot of so-called 
creativity these days is less creation 
and more shopping, since you can 
use things already made for you,” 
said Mr. Bezdek. “But there’s a 
lot of really fun stuff out there that 
just takes some human ingenuity.”  

Many people miss out 
on creative opportunities while 
waiting for new technology or 
items to be made for them, he said.

Mr. Bezdek’s classroom 
is Room 105 in Roberts, at the 
end of the hallway of art rooms.  
Students are invited to drop by if 
they’re curious, he said. “What’s 
awesome about KO is every-
one’s really interested in what 
I’m doing here,” said Mr. Bezdek. 
“It’s really fun and encouraging.”

A s  f o r  h i s  K O  a r t 
courses and students,  Mr. 
Bezdek said he is hopeful and 
excited about the year ahead. 

“I see so much potential in 
the drawing abilities of my current 
art students,” he said. “My goal is 
to kick art into high gear, because 
I want people to realize and under-
stand that their goals are in reach.”

by Tara Kilkenny ’17

Jake Kulak jams 
with blues legends

Mr. Bezdek in the artwork  gallery.  Photo by Lexi Banasiewicz ’16.

Jake Kulak performing in Norway last summer.  Photo by Deborah Dietzer.

This past spring, senior 
Joanna Williams received the 
Courtney Graham Donnell 
Ar t  Fund ,  a  s cho la r sh ip 
awarded to a rising senior 
by the art teachers of KO. 

With this scholarship, 
Joanna spent two weeks during 
the summer in The Loop area of 
Chicago at the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago, or SAIC. 

At  KO,  Joanna  i s  a 
highly dedicated art student, 
having taken art classes since 
before freshman year as well as 
taking Portfolio Prep last year.

There, she took a class 
titled Experimental Drawing 
under the instruction of Rafael 
Vera, a professor and artist at 
SAIC during the school year. 

“To me,” said Joanna, “it 
seemedmore like experimental art 
than experimental drawing because 
we did such a wide range of things.”

During her two weeks of 
the class, Joanna spent seven 
hours per day in class, from 9 

a.m. to 4 p.m., covering every-
thing from sculpture and yarn 
art to art with words and making 
lines with the path of your feet.

Joanna was even able to 
incorporate performance art into 
the skills she honed at the camp.  
“We had to make some sort of tool 
that would make it easier to draw or 
make it uncomfortable and harder 
to draw,” said Joanna. “There-
fore, it would become an abstract 
drawing. He [Mr. Vera] really 
wanted to help us learn abstract; he 
had a very strong opinion on that, 
so we did a lot of abstract work.”

 Joanna described her 
teacher as “super cool.” “He used 
to be a drummer,” she said, “and 
he had a lot of energy. He was 
actually really funny too. One 
of the people made a swing for 
the project that makes it easier 
or harder to draw, and in class, 
while we were working, he kind 
of sat up on the swing and started 
to swing around and watched 
everyone. He was a little quirky, 
but he was a really cool teacher.”

For the two weeks she took 

the class, Joanna was able to stay 
in the dorms at SAIC, which 
she shared with her Canadian 
roommate. “It was almost like 
having an apartment in Chicago 
for two weeks,” said Joanna. 

After class, Joanna would 
either go out for dinner or eat in 
and do homework. “I did not go 
out that much because there was 
so much homework,” said Joanna. 
“There was a new art project due 
every two days, and there was 
a citywide curfew on everyone 
under 18 (10 p.m. on week-
days and 11 p.m. on weekends). 
They also had lots of fun activi-
ties for students after classes.”

While Joanna said she 
enjoyed her class immensely, 
she said that she might have also 
benefitted from taking the figure- 
drawing class. “I would have 
loved to take figure drawing,” 
said Joanna. “For a while now, 
I’ve wanted to learn how to 
draw humans. It’s such a cool 
skill to have and so to have two 
weeks of more focused teaching 
would have been amazing.”

building elementary school. 
“Our beds were set up in the 
school’s classrooms,” said Jake.

The headliners at the blues 
festival included Robert Plant and 
the Sensational Space Shifters 
(Robert Plant originally played 
in Led Zeppelin), George Thoro-
good and the Destroyers, Beth 
Hart, Mud Morginfield, and Bob 
Margolin. The artists played at 
a variety of different clubs in 
town from July 30 to August 2.

Before going to Norway, 
Jake had been in contact with Mr. 
Margolin, whom he met a few years 
ago in Clarksdale, Miss. When Mr. 
Margolin, 66, was younger, he 
toured with the late Muddy Waters, 
who is famous for his blues music. 

When Mr. Margolin found 
out that Jake would be at the band 
seminar in Norway, he invited Jake 
to play with him and his band at 
the blues festival. Jake joined 
him on stage at several clubs that 
Mr. Margolin was playing at. 

That same weekend, Jake 
played alongside Mr. Morgin-
field, the son of Muddy Waters.

Jake is still in contact 
with five or six of the Norwe-
gian students that he met. “My 
favorite part of the whole expe-
rience was being able to hang 
out and jam with people from 
a different country,” said Jake. 

Jake said he learned a lot 
about music and performing. 
“For me, listening to everyone 
play and hearing a lot of different 
styles taught me so much,” he said.

Joanna Williams wins 
Windy City scholarship
by Aparajita Kashyap ’18

Senior studied experimental art last summer
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Let’s have a hand for Mr. DePalma
by Gwyneth McDonald ’16

This fall, we welcomed 
John DePalma into our commu-
nity as the new director of 
Middle School choir, Oxford-
ians, Octopipers, and F2B.

Mr. DePalma brings a very 
broad and intense musical back-
ground. “My dad and my uncle 
have been professional musicians 
my whole life,” he said. “So music 
has been in my life since day one.”

He participated in choir 
during his childhood and played 
the trumpet in fourth grade, 
continuing to sing when he 
went to Conard High School in 
West Hartford. While there, he 
was in an acappella group that 
coincidentally, Mr. Baker was 
also part of during his freshman 
year before he switched to KO.

After graduating from 
Conard, Mr. DePalma went to 
UConn, where he started playing 
the drums . While at UConn, he 
sang in an all-male acapella group 
in addition to playing the drums.

In 2010-2011, he participated 
in a singing group called “The 
Vineyard Sound,” which included 
students from all over the U.S.  
Mr. DePalma and Mr. Baker are 
currently trying to assemble people 
to form a similar acapella group. 

In 2013, Mr. DePalma 
and a few of his friends audi-
tioned for the TV show, “The 
Sing-Off.” Although Pentatonix 
won that year, Mr. DePalma’s 
group made it to the top 20.

Prior to teaching at KO, 
Mr. DePalma ran the show 
choir at Newington Public 
Middle School for three years.

Alumna’s ‘All Life Interrelated’ double helix 
sculpture twists life into Chase•Tallwood lobby 

Mr. DePalma plays the piano during his free time in the chorus room. Photo 
by Lexi Banasiewicz ’16.

by Gabrielle Ruban ’18

Over the summer, the sculp-
ture titled “All Life Interrelated” 
was installed in the foyer of KO’s 
Chase•Tallwood building. This 
sculpture was created by Oxford 
School alumna Kate Cheney’63 
(now Ms. Chappell), and her team 
of artists: Laura Savard, Dawna 
Bemis, Sharmon Toner, Charlie 
Schreiber and Nelson Bruns.

 “All Life Interrelated” 
is a hanging mobile sculpture 
consisting of three double-helix 
DNA armatures that are suspended 
from a starfish. Each armature 
represents a different element 
of life: Earth, Air, and Water.

The sculpture took four 
years to complete and was 
commissioned by KO. Former 
Academic Dean of Humanities Pat 
Rosoff reviewed Ms. Chappell’s 
artwork that was displayed at a 
solo show several years ago in the 
New Britain Museum of American 
Art, where she originally discov-
ered Ms. Chappell’s artwork. Later 
on, after reconnecting, Mrs. Rosoff 
brought up the idea of commis-
sioning a piece from Ms. Chappell.

“ A l l  L i f e  I n t e r r e -
lated” is a 3-D sculpture that 
revolves around the media: 
steel, paper, collagraph, etching 
ink, copper and acrylic paint. 

Ms. Chappell explained that 
this multi-year project pushed her 
out of her comfort zone. “This is 
not my usual medium– sculpture,” 
said Ms. Chappell. “Although I’ve 
studied sculpture, I’ve done more 
mixed media, printmaking and 
painting, more 2D work. However, 
a lot of my work since 2000 has 
been pushing out of the 2D realm.”

The idea of every aspect 
in  the environment  being 
connected in some way has acted 
as a large inspiration behind the 
pieces Ms. Chappell created 
over the last 15 years or so.

“Since the millennium 
started,” said Ms.  Chappell,  “a 
lot of my work reflects my belief 

that the earth is a precious and 
finite place in which we are all 
related, not just people inter-
acting with other creatures, but 
also having interactions with the 
environment and other resources.”

After spending a lot of 
time discussing the project with 
others, including Head of School 
Dennis Bisgaard, Ms. Chappell 
was able to complete her final 
idea and proposal. She contem-
plated using a variety of resources, 
such as wood for the base mate-
rial of the armatures. Ultimately, 
she settled for steel with copper 
over it, as the base material.  

T h i s  e n t i r e  p r o j e c t , 
according to Ms. Chappell, was 
an adventure through which she 
learned different techniques and 
gained more experience in collabo-
rating with others on one project.

“I would not have been able 
to make this without the help of 
people who work in steel fabri-
cators and sculptors,” said Ms. 
Chappell. “I did learn how to do 
TIG [tungsten inert gas] welding, 
but that’s not exactly my thing.”

Ms. Chappell went on to 
explain how everything in “All 
Life Interrelated” was handcrafted.

“Everything here is hand-
made, including the stainless 
steel framework for the armature, 
which is hand-formed and the 
printing, which is hand-done on 
a press,” said Ms. Chappell. “All 
the cut-outs are also individu-
ally cut with an X-ACTO knife.”

Ms. Chappell explained 
how the idea of creating this piece 
for KO acted as a way to give 
back to the Wyvern community.

 “When I first thought about 
the opportunity to do this,” said 
Ms. Chappell, “I realized that 
this was a chance for me to give 
back to the school that I attended 
from seventh to 12th grade in a 
way that reflected my passion for 
art. I was really excited about the 
fact that this [sculpture] could 
act as a springboard for classes.”

Ms. Chappell said she really 

wanted to incorporate her love 
for biology into “All Life Inter-
related” and used slime molds, 
specifically the pretzel slime mold, 
as a major inspiration, as well.

“All of the open pattern 
matrix that you see throughout 
[the sculpture], is all based on 
my looking of slime mold,” said 
Ms. Chappell. “I really wanted 

‘All Life Interrelated’ double helix scultpure hangs from ceiling in the 
Chase•Tallwood  Buliding. Photo by Brittany Schwartz ’16. 

something that had a connec-
tion to biology, since I loved it 
when I was here [Oxford School]. 
Slime mold is an amoeba that is 
found all over the forest floor 
and is in the soil of solid earth. I 
was particularly inspired by the 
pretzel slime mold, which not 
only became a model for the cut-
outs, but I was also able to incor-
porate it into the piece as a print.”

Chase•Tallwood’s pris-
tine interior atmosphere offers a 
great contrast to the colorfulness 
of “All Life Interrelated.” Each 

double helix includes represen-
tations of the different biotic 
factors, such as organisms, that 
belong to its designated element.

“I was hoping [the sculp-
ture] would be playful, colorful, 
kind of fun and curvy,” said Ms. 
Chappell. “This space [the foyer in 
CT] is very white, spare, beautiful, 
and rectilinear in its geometry. 

Combining this with [“All Life 
Interrelated’] being more curvi-
linear, you have this great contrast.”

Ms. Chappell  s tudied 
abroad in from 1965 to 1966 via 
Sarah Lawrence College, where 
she studied painting, etching, and 
literature in Paris, France, at the 
Sorbonne and L’Atelier Goetz. 
Ms. Chappell also received her 
B.A. degree in 1983 from the 
University of Southern Maine.

Ms. Chappell and her 
husband are also cofounders of 
Tom’s of Maine and Ramblers 

Way Farm, two companies that 
are environmentally conscious. 

Ms. Chappell has always 
had an avid interest in ecology 
and she said she wanted to 
incorporate that into a lot of her 
recent pieces and collections, 
including “All Life Interrelated.”

She said the piece was 
inspired by marine biologist and 
ecologist Rachel Carson, and 
her environmental science book 
“Silent Spring.” This book illus-
trated Ms. Carson’s concerns for 
the environment and documented 
her belief that the chemical industry 
was misinforming the public on 
the truly harmful effects left on 
the environment by pesticides 
such as DDT. Thanks to her publi-
cized warning against the chemical 
industry, she heavily contributed 
to the banning of DDT and other 
toxic pesticides, back in 1974.

“My work really does 
reflect my concern for the envi-
ronment and the aspect of ecology 
that we are all connected and are 
interrelated,” said Ms. Chap-
pell. “The title for the piece is 
directly from a quote by Ms. 
Carson, which is also incorpo-
rated in the crosspieces (nucleotide 
base pairs) of each double helix, 
however the quote is in runes.”  

She said Ms. Carson’s quote, 
“All the life of the planet is inter-
related . . . each species has its 
own ties to others and . . . all are 
related to the earth,” heavily influ-
enced the meaning and message 
behind “All Life Interrelated.”

On Friday, September 25, 
KO hosted an evening reception 
that celebrated the five-year anni-
versary of the Chase-Tallwood 
building’s construction. More of 
Ms. Chappell’s artwork, specifi-
cally her 2-D print pieces, was 
displayed throughout the C•T 
building. During the reception, the 
hanging multi-medium, “All Life 
Interrelated,” was dedicated to the 
late Michael X. Fryer, who served 
as KO’s director of buildings and 
grounds for more than 40 years.

Senior Lauren Barnes, a 
member of Oxfordians, said that  
Mr. DePalma is super nice. “He 
adds a lot of energy and excitement 
to the year already,” said Lauren. “I 
think that with his help ‘rocksford-
ians’ will have an awesome year.” 

Senior Hayley Eicher 
agreed with Lauren. “He has 
such good energy in class,” she 
said. “I cannot help but be really 
engaged when he teaches.”

Junior Carolyn McCusker  
noticed his energy as well. “He 
seems very upbeat and opti-
mistic,” said Carolyn. “It’s my 
first year in Oxfordians but I 
can already tell that it is going 
to be a lot of fun,” she said. 

Senior Ellie Kraus called 
Mr. DePalma very flexible 
and attentive. “He is funny 
and easygoing,” she said.
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Get to know the new teachers at KO

by Lauren Barnes ’16, Isabel   
Kaufman ’17, Vivian  Goldstein 
’17, and Neil Hemnani ’18

Kristen Barry
There’s a new face on 

campus. New, but familiar. You’ll 
see her either in the Middle 
School or outside, running, 
biking, or doing just about 
anything there is to do outdoors. 

Kristen Barry is back at KO, 
not as a student, but as a teacher.

Ms. Barry is teaching 
sixth-grade Life Science as well 
as coaching intramural soccer, 
swimming, and girls lacrosse. 

Ms. Barry graduated from 
KO in 2011 as a seven-year senior. 

After that, she went to 
Bates College in Maine, majoring 
in biology with a minor in math. 

“She graduated from Bates 
last May, and this is her first job. 

M s .  B a r r y  s a i d  s h e 
enjoys her job thus far. “I love 
it,” she said. “The kids in my 
classes are really excited about 
science and the human body.”

Having first come to KO as 
an Upper Prep student in 2004, Ms. 
Barry said she came back to KO 
because she loves the community. 

“The community was so 
great [and] welcoming, and it 
shaped who I am,” she said, talking 
about her experience as a student. 

After talking to some current 
teachers at KO, she said, she 
decided with their advice that KO 
would be a great place to work. 

Outside of school, Ms. 
Barry enjoys running, swimming, 
and just about anything outside.

A few weeks ago, she went 
river tubing in Farmington River. 

O n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 , 
s h e  c o m p l e t e d  h e r  f i r s t 
triathlon along with a friend. 

Mark Conklin
If you’re a junior or senior, 

you’re probably going to see a new 
face in the college advising office.
Mark Conklin is the new assis-
tant director of college advising. 
As you can probably tell by his 
title, Mr. Conklin helps students 
figure out the college process. 

“I help students navi-
gate the college process while 
also helping them find pieces 

Middle School science teacher Kristen 
Barry. Photo by Ali Zilahy ’16.

College Advisor Mark Conklin. 
Photo by Ali Zilahy ’16.

Kathleen DiSanto
Kathleen DiSanto ’03, a 

former KO student, is the new 
Upper School physics teacher.

Her path to becoming 
a physics teacher, however, 
w a s  n o t  a n  e a s y  o n e . 

With a degree from Wash-
ington University and a master’s 
in mechanical engineering from 
Harvard University, she went 
on towards the expected careers. 

She worked at Textron 
for two years and Pratt and 
Whitney as a structural analyst 
for two-and-a-half  years.

She became a teacher 
when one of the most important 
people in her life, her husband, 
told her about an open teaching 
position at Xavier Catholic 
School, where she taught French. 

“When you’re growing up, 
and you’re a kid, and you’re put 
in a box, you’re viewed a certain 
way… I felt all this pressure 
to stay where I was,” she said. 

With his help and belief 
in her, she became a teacher and 
realized her passion for teaching.

Beyond teaching, Ms. 
DiSanto is a mother of two – a 
3-year-old son named Rowen 
and a 4-month old named Kinley. 

She said there is nothing in 
this world that she loves more than 
her kids, especially her daughter, 
Kinley, because she’s still a baby. 
“I love the baby phase, like the skin 
feels so crazy soft,” she said. “It’s 
the best thing in the whole world”. 

Ms. DiSanto is happy to be 
back at her alma mater. “It does 
feel like coming home,” she said. 

Josh Garrison

Physics teacher Kathleen DiSanto. 
Photo by Jenna Scarpantonio ’16.

Josh Garrison is the new 
Middle School science teacher, 
teaching Earth and Environ-
mental Science and Introduc-
tion to Physical Science. Along 
with that, he coaches JV soccer.

Mr. Garrison has always 
been adventurous in every aspect 
of his life, even in college. 

He attended Westmont 
College and earned his under-
graduate degree in religious 
studies, taking time off to travel.

He went to Nepal, India 
and Indonesia, giving him 
the chance and opportunity to 
personally experience these  
various religions firsthand.

Even before his many 
trips around the world, Mr. 
Garrison was a seasoned, expe-
rienced traveler. In high school 

he traveled down to Haiti. 
During his time down 

there, he became inspired. “My 
best friend that I made down 
there, we came up with this 
idea to start a school!” he said.

It took five years, but 
eventually the simple dream 
became a reality and the Tree 
of Life Orphanage started, 
evolving over the years from 
school to a non-profit orphanage 
that he still visits every year.

After earning his first 
degree, he decided to broaden his 
horizons even further, getting a 
graduate degree in environmental 
studies at Antioch University. 

From there, he went on 
to lead a one- to two-month 
course  in  the  wilderness .

Eventually he decided to try 
teaching in a contained classroom, 
bringing him to Kingswood Oxford.

In his free time, he likes 
listening to classic Bob Dylan 
and is a huge fan of dogs. Beware 
though, if you consider a purse 
dog to be awesome. you might get 
on his bad side as the only type of 
dog for him are big, sizable dogs!

Middle School science teacher Josh 
Garrison. Photo by Jenna Scarpan-
tonio ’16.

Sharon Gaskin
Sharon Gaskin, the new 

Manager of Enrollment, can be 
easily described as totally open 
to everything life has to offer, 
from her diverse taste in music 
to her endless list of careers.

Starting off as a singer, 
Mrs. Gaskin made money singing 
for weddings in high school.

Later  on.  she gradu-
ated from University of North 
Carolina Chapel Hill with a 
major in French education. 

She then went on to the 
expected career, which was 
teaching both high school 
and middle school French. 

After seven years of a job 
she loved, she decided not to 
miss out on all life has to offer.

Mrs. Gaskin decided to 
follow a different passion, one 
she had since she was a little 
girl, braiding her grandmother’s 
hair as she told her: “I want to 
be a lawyer when I grow up.” 

Mrs. Gaskin graduated 
from Campbell University with 
a degree in law three years later. 

She practiced law for 10 
years, loving her ability to serve 
people and fight on the front-

“I chose to work 
at KO to be more 
involved with kids 
and their fami-
lies”

- Mr. Conklin  

line for issues close to her heart.
Eventually, with two kids 

and an offer to work in admissions 
at her law school, she decided to 
take the job that would allow her 
to commit more time to her kids. 
“The rest is history,” she said.

Now she’s an ecstatic mother 
of two kids, one of whom goes here.

Despite her sophisticated 
skills as someone involved in 
sales and marketing, she said she 
is someone who still isn’t quite 
sure how to get around West Hart-
ford. She confesses with a laugh 
that she’s the woman who dialed 
911 when her oven caught on 
fire, summoning the police, fire 
department, and volunteer fire 
department in one awkward night.

Autumn
Playlist

“Born & Raised”
   - John Mayer

“Bad Blood”
   - Taylor Swift

“Float On”
   - Modest Mouse

“Gold”
  - Kiiara

“Like I’m Gonna Lose 
You” - Meghan Trainor

“Make it Mine” 
   - Jason Mraz

“Making Breakfast”
   - Twin Peaks

“Ramble On”
   - Led Zeppelin

“Sunday Candy”
   - Donnie Trumpet and 
the Social Experiment 

WILD 
   - Troye Sivan

Enrollment Manager Sharon Gaskin. 
Photo by Lexi Banasiewicz ’16.

Editor’s note: This story profiles five 
of the school’s new faculty members. 
Profiles of three others may be found 
in the arts and sports sections.

Besides teaching and 
enjoying the outdoors, Ms. Barry 
also enjoys spending time with her 
family, who live in West Hartford. 

In  f ac t ,  he r  b ro the r 
i s  j u n i o r  J a c k  B a r r y .

She said she enjoys living 
in the faculty housing because 
it keeps her close to her family. 

If you see Ms. Barry 
either outside or at school, 
be sure to welcome her back! 

o f  themse lves ,”  he  sa id .
Before coming to KO, he 

worked at The Gunnery school in 
Washington, Conn., for seven years. 

Mr. Conklin grew up in 
Syracuse, avidly playing foot-
ball, basketball, and lacrosse. 
He went to college not too far 
from home at Hobart College in 
upstate New York. While there, 
he played Division 1 lacrosse. 

“I chose it because I was 
interested in a small school and 
playing D-1 lacrosse,” he said, when 
explaining why he chose Hobart. 

At home, Mr. Conklin is about 
to take on a huge responsibility. 

His wife of four years and 
he are expecting a baby in late 
October. Mr. Conklin loves to read, 
hike with his dog, Ellie, and camp. 

H e  a l s o  i s  a  h u g e 
fan of the a Buffalo Bills. 

Mr. Conklin said that 
initially, he was scared and 
quite nervous about coming 
to KO because he was leaving 
the tight knit community of a 
boarding school, but was also 
excited about coming to KO. 

“Part of the reason I 
chose to work at KO is to 
be more involved with kids 
and their families,” he said. 

Besides helping kids with 
college, Mr. Conklin will also help 
coach the boys lacrosse team and 
has set the personal goal of climbing 
all the peaks in New Hampshire.

One  more  t h ing :  “ I 
hope to  be a  good dad,” 
he said. “That’s for sure.”
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Katherine Grossweiner 
is back at KO, after spending a 
year in New Jersey working in a 
healthcare facility. “I worked in 
healthcare before, but I missed 
teaching students,” she said. 

Previously, Ms. G gradu-

Katherine 
Grossweiner

Suzanne Hayes is the 
new Middle School administra-
tive coordinator who started at 
KO this June. Before working 

Noah Lynd is back at 
KO this year, after filling in, to 
teach physics mid-way through 
the school year last  year. 

Mr. Lynd attended high 
school in New Hampshire and 
went on to Bates College to study 
physics. After graduating from 
Bates, Mr. Lynd studied chemical 
engineering at Dartmouth College. 

This past summer, Mr. Lynd 
and his wife, KO mathematics 
teacher Natalie Lynd, lived in a 
cabin that Mr. Lynd and his dad 
built in New Hampshire. Mr. and 
Mrs. Lynd spent their summer 
hiking, swimming, biking and 
kayaking in New Hampshire. 

Mr. Lynd will be teaching 
two sections of chemistry and one 
section of physics and a new elec-
tive, Introdcution to Engineering, 
in the spring. “[The class will be] 
talking about bridges,” he said, 
“Starting with bridge history and 
vocabulary.” The class will focus 
on how to create longer bridges by 
using engineering skills. “There 
will be a construction element on 
a small and big scale,” he said. 

 When he isn’t in the class-
room, Mr. Lynd will be coaching 
football and basketball, as well 
as returning to coach JV base-
ball. In his free time Mr. Lynd 
enjoys participating in recre-
ational endurance marathons 
and is starting to participate 
in triathlons. He also likes to 
spend time with his dog, Nelson. 

Mr. Lynd is excited to have 
a class for the entire year this year 
and is looking forward to getting 
to know the KO community better. 
“[I’m excited to] guide students in 
a subject for the year and to be able 
to set the tone for the class,” he said

Adding to the friendly bunch 
of new Middle School teachers 
at KO, Kelly McDonough said 
she is thrilled to be working 
with her students both in the 
classroom and on the field.

Teach ing  two  s ix th -
grade math classes, and two 
seventh-grade math classes, Ms. 
McDonough has a full schedule, but 
she said she enjoys every minute 
of it. Coming from Manchester, 
Mass., specifically the Brookwood 
School, Ms. McDonough was full 
time as a student teacher for a year.

She previously, attended 
Union College, and later got her 
master’s at Leslie University.

Outside the math room, 
this skilled teacher coaches the 
Middle School girls soccer team 
in the fall, teaching her team 
skills from what she learned 
playing on the team at Union.

Ms. McDonough so far 
says she loves being here at KO 
and already feels so comfort-
able with all of the students 
and  teachers  a round her.

As a sixth-grade advisor, 
while adjusting to the school 
herself, Ms. McDonough has been 
helping the new Middle School 
students figure out their way 
around school, and adjusting to 
the large amount of work assigned.

Very excited for Camp 
Jewell, this new teacher, along 
with the sixth grade, cannot wait 
for the amazing experience to grow 
closer and bond with each other.

Making a big return to the 
Kingswood Oxford community, 
Middle School teacher Alison 
O’Donnell said she is thrilled to 
be back in the classroom and out 
on the field with her students.

Before working at KO, 
Mrs. O’Donnell went to Middle-
bury College and soon after 
began her teaching career at St. 
Stephen’s and St. Agnus in Alex-
andria, Virginia. Her husband, 
Jim, was KO’s director of enroll-
ment management until last year.

As a sixth-grade geography 
teacher, and seventh-grade English 
teacher, Mrs. O’Donnell said she 
is loving her placement, coming 
off of a year of tutoring kids in 
the school one on one. “Having 
the energy of the whole class is 
really fun,” said Mrs. O’Donnell.

From 2004 to 2010, Mrs. 
O’Donnell taught in the KO 
history department, teaching 
geography along with American 
history.  But as the Middle School 
has made many changes over 
the years, this wonderful teacher 
made some changes of her own, 
deciding to teach English as well.

Suzanne 
Hayes

Noah  Lynd

Kelly
McDonough

Ya-Yi Weng

Alison 
O’Donnell

Chinese teacher Ya-Yi Weng. Photo by Alexandra Zilahy ’16. 

New Middle School Administrative Coordinator Suzanne Hayes. Photo by 
Hope Nemirow ’16. 

Starting her year off on a 
high note, new faculty member, 
Yi-Ya Weng fills her plate as she 
learns the ropes around Kingswood 
Oxford. Teaching all levels of 
Chinese in the Middle School. Ms. 
Weng has gotten the full experi-
ence of the Middle School students 
in just her first couple of weeks.

Ms. Weng has built up 
experience from her year of 
student teaching at the presti-
gious Dalton School in New York 
City. She went to grad school at 
NYU after her undergrad years at 
the National Taiwan University.

When thinking of the first few 
weeks Ms. Weng has been at KO, 
she says that she feels like a part of 
a gigantic family where everyone 
is looking out for each other.

Along  wi th  t each ing 
her five Chinese classes, Ms. 
Weng helps out with the Middle 
School volleyball team.  She 
also has taken on the role of 
being a seventh-grade advisor.

Fee l ing  anx ious  and 
nervous coming into the school 
year knowing she would have a 
group of kids to be responsible for 

at KO, she was working at 
an orthopedic doctor’s office. 

Ms. Hayes attended the 
Ethel Walker School from 
seventh through 12th grade and 
then attended Siena College. 
At Siena College, Ms. Hayes 
double majored in classics and 
English and minored in philos-
ophy and also played field hockey. 

Ms. Hayes has previ-
ously worked as a teacher, dorm 
parent, sales representative 
and, of course, an orthopedic 
office administrator.  “I’ve done 
a bunch of things,” she said. 

When she’s not at KO, Ms. 
Hayes spends a lot of her time 
with her kids. “Everything I do 
now is child related,” she said, 
“I spend so much time with my 
kids and at their sporting events”. 

Ms. Hayes also enjoys 
working out,  reading, and 
eating bagels  and scones. 

She has been working very 
hard with the students and has 
been getting to know them. “The 
faculty and staff are so patient 
and welcoming as I learn every-
thing about the job,” she said.

Ms. Hayes said she is 
enjoying her transition into 
working in the middle school. 
“It’s so lively here,” she said.

Not only playing the role 
of a fun, energetic teacher in the 
classroom, Mrs. O’Donnell also 
coaches Middle School cross 
country. Encouraging her runners 
to keep going and run as fast as 
they can, she said she loves being 
part of such an amazing team, and 
being able to lead them to victory.

Grateful to be back in 
this wonderful place, Mrs. 
O’Donnell has filled her plate 
between teaching, coaching, 
and forming strong bonds 
with both faculty and students.

“Having the 
energy of the 
whole class is 
really fun.”
-Alison O’Donnell

ated from Connecticut College 
in New London, majoring in 
Chinese language and litera-
ture and Eastern philosophy.

Ms. G is now the Upper 
School Chinese teacher and 
teaches all sections of the upper 
school Chinese curriculum. 

She said she was really 
happy to get an offer back to 
KO. “I’m not originally from 
Connecticut,” she said, “But 
I’ve spent a lot of time here and 
I’m very happy to be back”.

She enjoys doing yoga, dance 

and pilates in her free time and will 
also be helping Ms. Miller with 
Yoga at KO in the fall and spring. 

“I’m a very big yoga, 
pilates, and dance person,” 
she said, “I really like helping 
Ms. Miller out with that”. 

Ms. G said she was nostalgic 
coming back to KO this fall. 

“I loved school,” she 
said. “I was always the kid who 
wanted to come back, It’s really 
nice to have that feeling again”. 

She said she likes the 
freedom that  teachers get 
in their classrooms at KO. 

“My students are really 
happy to be in the class-
room and to learn,” she said. 

Ms. G said she likes 
that teachers can do what 
they want in their classes. 

“It makes for individu-
alized learning,” she said. 

M s .  G  s a i d  s h e  i s 
super excited to be back and 
teaching at  KO this year. 

“Being away makes you 
miss the things you did,” she said. 

Math teacher Kelly McDonough. 
Photo by Hope Nemirow ’16. 

Chinese teacher Katherine Gross-
weiner. Photo by Hope Nemirow ’16.

“I like the people 
and relationships 
I’ve made here.”

-Yi-Ya Weng

for two years, Ms. Weng said she 
was unsure of how things would 
work out, but said she now she 
“thinks of them as her own kids,” 
and loves seeing them every day. 

“I like the people and relation-
ships I’ve made here. I have gotten 
close with both my colleagues 
and students,” said Ms. Weng.

Playing a huge role in the 
Middle School, and working 
many different talents, Ms. Weng 
fits in great with the KO commu-
nity and is off to a great start.
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A senior ‘write’ of passage 
by Lauren Barnes ’16

A new school year at KO 
means a new class of seniors 
have taken on the responsibility 
and honor of being the role 
models and leaders of school. 
Senior traditions are highlighted 
throughout the year and include 
events such as senior prom, class 
night and graduation, but with 
few events in the beginning of 
the year, seniors have created 
ways to celebrate themselves. 

During the first week of 
school, a group of senior girls 
decorated their cars with window 
markers and paint. Senior Kathryn 
Adams said the girls wanted to 
embrace senior year in a posi-
tive way, despite the hectic fall 
they would begin to encounter. 

“It was a really fun way to 
start off Senior year,” she said. 
The girls wrote “SEN16RS,” on 
their cars to celebrate their senior 
year and their year of graduation. 

Kathryn said the girls used 
red, black, yellow, blue, pink 
and white window and car paints 
to decorate their cars. Senior 

Nicole Demers said that the black 
paint was a great idea, although 
very hard to distinguish. “The 
black paint posed some chal-
lenges as, from a distance, as it 
was not visible due to the tinted 
windows of our cars,” she said, 
“but we overcame the challenge.”. 

Senior Kelly Maloney said 
that they all came to school early 
so that their cars were all lined 
up in a row in the parking lot. 

Then, in the afternoon 
they painted their cars with 
senior sayings and signed one 
another’s cars as well. “We 
wrote ‘Go B16 or Go Home’ 
with the ‘IG’ as a ‘16,’” she said. 

Nicole said that they decided 
to decorate their cars because it’s 
a popular tradition at lots of high 
schools and that they wanted 
to have fun with it too, so they 
brought the tradition to KO. 

She said she enjoyed deco-
rating her car, although she wrote 
a small spelling error on her friend, 
Kelly Maloney’s car. “Fellow 
senior Kelly Maloney was in a 
meeting when we began deco-
rating and she asked me to start 

drawing on her car,” she said. 
“So being the good friend that I 
am I said, ‘Of course!” Unfortu-
nately, Nicole was informed by 
Kelly and Ms. McKee that she 
had forgotten the “r” in “Seniors.”

Nicole also said that getting 
the paint off their cars posed a 
challenge. “Scrubbing the writing 
off was definitely the hardest 
part,” she said. Kelly said that 
the car paint isn’t supposed to be 
kept on for long periods of time. 

“Apparently, you’re not 
supposed to keep it on for too 
long or it eats away at your 
window,” she said, “But most 
of the girls kept it on anyways.” 

K e l l y  s a i d  t h a t  s h e 
didn’t think anyone at school 
has painted their cars before. 

“Becca and Erin came 
from schools that had deco-
rated their cars for their senior 
year and we thought it would be 
fun to do that too,” Kelly said. 

Nicole, Kathryn, Kelly 
and their friends have brought 
a new tradition to KO that 
will hopefully be continued 
by KO senior classes to come.

A Senior’s car with the saying “SEN16RS” on it. Photo by Jenna Scarpantonio ’16. 

Senior advisors, prefects 
guide new Wyverns
by Mackenzie McDonald  ’16

Every year, as summer fades 
into the school year and Wyverns 
trickle back onto campus, there 
are two distinct sets of students: 
those who have made KO their 
home for the past four, five, or 
even six and seven years, and those 
who are just venturing into their 
journey as a student here, bright-
eyed, bushy-tailed, and, well, 
maybe still a little bit confused as 
to what a Wyvern actually is (but 
not for long  – thanks Mr. Garcia).  

That being said, each 
year, there is also a core of 
students selected to bridge 
this gap between old and new, 
young and rapidly maturing. 

These people are formally 
known as prefects and senior 
advisors, and they have quite 
a lot of things to say about the 
unique position they are in.

“It’s humbling to be a role 
model to the little fellas,” said 
senior Jimmy Woods.  Jimmy is a 
senior advisor for Middle School 

science teacher Judy Bailey’s 
sixth-grade advisee group. His 
responsibilities include playing 
games with them and engaging 
them about their daily expe-
riences in the Upper Prep.

“It’s great to feel like you 
have a positive influence on the 
future leaders of KO,” said senior 
Dylan Udolf, also a senior advisor.  

Dylan works with art 
teacher Katherine Nicholson’s 
advisee group, and he says he 
has really connected with the 
kids there.  “It’s still early on,” he 
said, “but we’ve already bonded 
with them.  It’s a lot of fun.”

Working with a slightly 
older age group, but one still just as 
moldable and relatively new to the 
KO experience as the sixth graders, 
are prefects who take on the same 
big-sibling role for freshmen.

Senior Gwyneth McDonald 
has music teacher Todd Millen’s 
freshman advisee group in her 
corner, and she describes her 
experiences thus far as “amazing.”

“It’s crazy how much I am 

learning,” said Gwyneth.  “There’s 
this idea that you should be the 
one teaching the freshmen things, 
because you’re older and you have 
more experience.  But being in this 
position, I’m actually learning 
things from them about myself.   

“I’m constantly impressed 
by kids’ ability to try something 
they’ve never done before, or talk 
to people they might not normally 
talk to, because they are in this 
new chapter of their lives and 
they are testing their boundaries.  
They are redefining who they are.”

Venturing back to the 
Middle School, senior Olivia 
Shea sums up the overarching 
sentiment quite nicely. Olivia 
is a senior advisor, and she says 
she feels honored to be a part of 
something bigger than herself. 

“I love their energy,” 
said Olivia. “I love getting to 
know them. We go out of our 
comfort zones and get put in 
difficult situations sometimes, 
but can still find a positive solu-
tion. And that’s what it’s about.”

Opening assembly 
traditions continue  
by Isabel Kaufman ’17

As Kingswood Oxford 
kicked off the year with their 
annual opening assembly, the 
students grew excited to start 
yet another school year, back 
with their teachers and friends. 

Sitting in new sections in 
Roberts Theater, students were 
happy to be back and were ready 
to tackle a new grade. Between 
conversations about summer 
adventures and jobs, as usual, each 
new faculty member was intro-
duced, and briefly spoken about.

History Department Chair 
Ann Serow, coming into her 43rd 
year here at Kingswood Oxford, 
per usual, did a fine job presenting 
the new Director of Enrollment 
Management Sharon Gaskin, along 
with 12 new teachers, both Middle 
and Upper School educators.

Following Dr. Serow’s ener-
getic, descriptive portion of the 
assembly, the theme of the year 
and goals for the upcoming months 
were set in place for all students 
to hear. As the year was described 
and laid out as a “mosaic,” teachers 
explained to us that there are 
many beautiful, diverse parts to 
our KO community, as we only 
wish to grow that aspect, and 
welcome the new faces on campus.

“The assembly is very 
informative and clearly sets the 
goals and standards for the year 
ahead,” said junior Jack Barry. 
Although sometimes this gath-
ering can begin to feel long, Jack 
said that an opening all-school 

meeting is necessary so that 
everyone is welcomed back and 
on the same page after the summer.

Going along the lines of other 
traditions, two sixth-grade repre-
sentatives had the honor of taking 
the picture with the Class of 2022 
flag, beside the two senior repre-
sentatives taking their picture with 
the 2016 flag, and class plaques. 

As the first half of assembly 
came to an end, junior Madi Kalk-
stein proudly introduced KO’s new 
athletic director, Debra Fiske as 
the guest speaker, to tell her story. 
Mrs. Fiske talked about her years 
as a basketball player, her excite-
ment about the upcoming year, 
and her goals moving forward. 

“I thought it was a great 
idea to have the new athletic 
director speak in front of the whole 
school, because it gave a chance 
for everyone to get to know her, 
and it showed us the kind and 
energetic person that she is,” 
said senior Griffin Gildersleeve.

As the assembly came to a 
close, another important, exciting 
presentation was given by Head of 
School Dennis Bisgaard. As a tradi-
tion, the Dux Prizes are given to 
the student with the highest grade-
point average in each of the grades. 
The school watches each indi-
vidual accept their prize and end 
with a picture with Mr. Bisgaard.

Walking out to the upbeat 
and regularly played music 
in Roberts Theater, students 
grew more apt to jump into the 
school year, trying new things, 
and expanding their horizons.

by Gwyneth McDonald ’16

Senior David Lessard is this 
issue’s Fashionista of the Month. 

David said he thinks of his 
personal style as rather relaxed. 
“I spend most of the summer 
relaxing in pennies, sports 
shorts, and Sperrys,” he said.

He said that his inspira-
tion is his sister, Mary Lessard, 
who graduated from KO in 2014. 
David said she turned him on to 
the “preppy look” in the begin-
ning of his freshman year when 
she bought him his first pair 
of Sperrys. Since then, David 
has bought three more pairs of 
Sperrys. Mary also bought him 
a blue belt from Vineyard Vines. 

“Ever since she gave 
me that belt I have been in 
love with Vineyard Vines and 
the preppy look,” said David. 

When David is not at school,  
he sports his lacrosse pennies. 
“I spent the entire summer in 
them,” he said. “In my opinion, 
they are the most comfortable 
piece of clothing out there.”.

David is an active member 
of the Fashion Club this year and 
said he looks forward to model-
ling in the upcoming show. “I 
am beyond ecstatic to contribute 
to the club this year, in any way 
possible,” he said. “I am hoping 
to be the star of the show.” 

David said he is honored to 
be this month’s Fashionista. “One 
thing I like about fashion is how 
it gives everyone the opportunity 
to express themselves in a way 
that nothing else does,” he said. 

David’s classmates said they 
agree that he has great fashion 
sense. Senior Olivia Shea said that 
he has a very classy style. “All of his 
outfits are so unique,” said Olivia. 

S e n i o r  M a c k e n z i e 
McDonald said that David’s style is 
a real inspiration. “It’s important to 
dress well in politics,” said Mack-
enzie. “And, as our SGA leader, I 
think he does what he has to do.”

Senior Jack Wolf said David 
is very particular in his look. “He 
usually wears a collared shirt with 
a few buttons open at the top. Or 
during the winter he wears a classy 
vest and tie combination.” he said. 
“Either way, he always looks neat 
and thoughtfully put together.”

Fashionista of the Month: David Lessard 

The stylish senior David Lessard.
Photo by Alexandra Banasiewicz ’16.
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Camera crew films KO students 
as part of new branding effort
by Jack Antico ’17

Since the beginning of the 
year, Kingswood Oxford has been 
and will continue to shoot a video 
promoting chief qualities of the 
school community to use as a tool 
for this year’s marketing campaign.

The camera crew hired 
to obtain footage of KO daily 
life spent several days filming 
classes and other student gather-
ings, and their presence made 
many students  uncomfort-

able going about their days.
Director of Communica-

tions and Marketing Michelle 
Murphy said that the video is part 
of an ongoing branding effort for 
the school. “Every year, admis-
sions figures out what materials 
to use for the year’s marketing 
campaign,” she said. “The 
video is part of that marketing.”

Mrs. Murphy explained 
that the purpose of the project 
is to help prospective students 
see an interactive representa-

tion of the KO community. 
“There is one theme that 

runs through the video and other 
ads we are doing: connection, 
communication, and confidence. 
We believe these three words 
describe KO kids,” she said. “The 
video will be used to promote KO 
to prospective students, alumni, 
and donors. We hope it will be a 
source of pride for our alums.”

However, some students 
found the presence of the 
camera crew around campus 

over the course of several days 
to be somewhat of a nuisance. 

Senior Benjamin Waldman, 
said that they were particu-
larly distracting at the opening 
assembly this year. “They were 
moving around a lot,” he said. 
“At certain times, I was watching 
what they were doing and where 
they were moving more than 
I was watching Mr. Bisgaard. 
In that way, the camera crew 
detracted from what should have 
been a nice community moment.” 

S o p h o m o r e  K y l e 
Zimmerman agreed. “I know 
that at times I was paying more 
attention to the camera crew than 
the speakers,” he said. “Maybe 
it was just where I was sitting.”

But junior Nick Rava-
lese said he didn’t mind their 
method of filming. “I did not 
think they were noticeable at 
the assembly,” he said. “So far 
they have been very discreet.”

Mrs. Murphy said that 
the footage they captured was 
well worth the disruption. “The 
video is really necessary because 
video is a huge part of commu-
nication,” she said, “and without 
video, KO misses connecting 
with people in a very vivid way.”

Mrs. Murphy said the KO 

community was very accommo-
dating during the filming. “It was 
interesting to see how patient, flex-
ible, and adaptive people at KO 
were,” she said. “No one knew 
what was going on, it was very 
hot out, and it was picture day, 
and KO was still very welcoming.”

Teachers and students had 
different reactions to the film 
crew’s presence in classrooms. 

Junior Grace Amell said 
that her class was completely 
unaware that there would be 
filming going on. “It was very 
unexpected, because they walked 
in while we were taking a quiz 
without notifying our teacher 
that they were going to come in,” 
she said. “It distracted us and 
made us a little bit uncomfort-
able, but they left after a minute.”

Mrs. Murphy said the film 
crew left with a positive impres-
sion of KO. “After the first day 
of filming, the people said they 
were so impressed that they said 
they wish they could go back to 
school so that they could go to 
KO. They couldn’t believe the 
feeling of community at KO.” 

Mrs. Murphy said the 
camera crew will be back two more 
times in the coming months of this 
school year to continue filming.Visiting camera crew member films science teachers and students in chemistry class. Photo by Lexi Banasiewicz ’16.

switch to Gmail made sense from 
a financial perspective, as First-
Class cost KO thousands of dollars 
every year while Google services 
are free, although the school has 
spent money on training faculty 
and hiring professional consul-
tants for a two-year period. 

M s .  S c i g l i m p a g l i a 
addiontal ly  c i ted securi ty 
concerns with FirstClass as 
a motivation for the switch.

After deciding to intro-
duce Gmail and Google Apps, 
the ATC had to plan and imple-
ment a rollout, which took place 
over the course of a year. The 
process included training KO 
faculty members in the use of 
Google services. “A big group 
of [teachers and administrators] 
went to training at the start of the 
summer,” Ms. Demers reported. 

Two ATC members, Mr. 
Martinez and Ms. Tomkiel, 
have become Google Cerfified 
Educators, a process requiring 
them to  undergo  var ious 
learning modules and tests. 

Ms. Sciglimpaglia noted 
that the ATC “spent all of last 
spring helping teachers migrate 
from FirstClass to Google,” 
ensuring that all information 
teachers had stored on FirstClass 
that they wanted to keep made it 
onto their new Gmail accounts.

ATC members generally 
seemed to be pleased with how the 

introduction of Google services is 
going. Ms. Sciglimpaglia felt that 
the process went smoothly, with 
many teachers embracing GAE, 
in particular Google Calendar 
and Google Classroom, which 
combines many other Google 
apps in a shared class space.

However, Ms. Sciglim-
paglia also expressed hope that 
integration of Google services 
could improve. “We are at the 
beginning of our usage level 
for Google apps,” she said. 

Ms. Demers acknowl-
edged that the school has needed 
a period of adjustment, though 

the transition to Gmail, there are 
some who’ve complained of the 
confusion that GAE have caused. 

Sophomore  Gabr ie l le 
Ruban said that while she felt 
Gmail was better than First-
Class, but that some of her 
teachers hadn’t fully embraced 
the change. “Some are completely 
on Google, others are not,” she 
said, saying this creates confusion 
as to where to find assignments 
and other important information. 

Despite agreeing that Gmail 
is easier to use than FirstClass, 
senior Jack Zeligson also noted 
that teachers seem unsure which 
of the many current technologies 
to use. “There’s an inconsistency 
between the portal and Google,” he 
said. “Some teachers post assign-
ments on a Google Calendar or 
Classroom, while others still use 
the portal. It’s all very unorganized 
and leads to a lot of confusion.” 

This sentiment was echoed 
by many other KO students, 
such as senior Nicolas Bisgaard, 
despite he belief that First-
Class was “grade A garbage.”

KO’s introduction of Gmail 
and Google Apps for Educa-
tion represents a major change 
in KO’s use of technology. KO 
faculty members are generally 
pleased with their introduction, 
and while KO students view the 
replacement of FirstClass with 
Gmail as a major improvement 
many also feel that there are still 
some kinks to be worked out.

Google platform begins
continued from page 1

SGA elections
by Carolyn McCusker ’17

In the SGA elections held 
last week, freshmen elected 
Josh Leshem president and 
Ned Blanchard vice president. 
Sophomores elected Ryan Goss, 
Kayla Kirton, and David Marot-
tolo as senators and juniors 
elected Ryan Albanesi, Jack 
Barry, Kayla Glemaud and 
Laura Polley as senators. Seniors 
elected Nicole Demers as senator. 

This year, Nicole was the 
only senior who ran for senator. 
“This year the position wasn’t 
very popular,” said Form Six 
president Gwyneth McDonald. 
“We’re looking for more seniors 
to volunteer to be senators. It’s 
not too much work; we meet every 
other week and that’s all it entails.”

Senior Mark Sheehan said 
he wasn’t surprised that few 
people ran for senator. “My under-
standing is that the senators don’t 
do too much in Student Govern-
ment,” Mark said. “Most of the 
people in my grade who used to 
run for senator have moved on 

to bigger positions like secre-
tary or treasurer or speaker; now 
the position of senator is the 
one nobody wants anymore.”

Senior Class Secretary 
Lexi Banasiewicz disagreed. 
“Everyone in SGA has a role to 
play in running events and voting,” 
she said. “Senator is a good posi-
tion, and they can do a lot for the 
school as far as the ideas they can 
bring from students and helping 
to get things done in general.”

Lexi said that it’s unlikely 
Nicole will be working as a senator 
alone this year. “Some people have 
requested to be appointed, which is 
something [SGA Faculty Advisor] 
Mrs. Kasprak, [SGASpeaker] 
David Lessard, [Class Treasurer] 
Ricky Ferris and I can do,” Lexi 
said. “We’re going to interview and 
appoint people sometime soon.”

Gwyneth said she’s opti-
mistic about SGA this year. 
“I’ve been president since 
freshman year, and I’m looking 
forward to being an upper-
classman and one of the leaders 
of student government,” she said. 

Congratulations to the Dux Prize 
winners:  seventh-grader  Emma 
Henry, eighth-grader Ethan Levin-
brook, freshman Ananya Alleyne, 
sophomore Natalie Eckert, junior Alec 
Rossi, and senior Benjamin Waldman!

“It’s all very unor-
ganized and leads 
to a lot of confu-
sion.”

-Jack Zeligson

she’s excited that many seem 
to be acclimating quickly.

 “I was happy to hear the 
number of faculty who have been 
using tools like Google Docs,” she 
said. She also noted that the change 
would help KO in a variety of areas 
beyond the classroom, such as in the 
admissions and business offices. 

While many KO students 
have also responded favorably to 
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Student network privacy:
Distinguishing fact from fiction
by Alec Rossi ’17

The 2015-2016 school 
year marked the arrival of 
new students, staff, and facili-
ties.  While changing campus 
culture immensely, perhaps 
the integration of the Google 
suite of applications has had the 
largest impact on student life. 

While seen by some students 
as random, the integration of 
Google was the result of discussion 
and a two-year process. “I thought 
the change to Google was pretty 
sudden especially considering 
that student’s could not give feed-
back,” said junior Jeffrey Baker. 

The academic technology 
committee wrote an academic 
technology plan that found that 
Google Apps for Education 
would be beneficial to Kingswood 
Oxford, said Academic Dean and 
math teacher Ann Sciglimpagia.  

“Kids believe that we just 
got Gmail for Gmail’s sake and 
dumped FirstClass, but we got 
Gmail for the Google Apps for 
Education,” said Ms. Sciglimpagia. 

Academic Technology Coor-
dinator Juan Martinez said that 
the move to Google was a smart 
one. “It is a more nimble, flex-
ible platform,” said Mr. Martinez. 
“[Google] allows [teachers] to 
be more creative…and  [it] is 
a game changer in [increasing 
co l l abo ra t ion ] , ”  he  sa id . 

Through having access to 
Gmail accounts students are able to 
store data on Google Drive, create 
documents and presentations on 
Slides and Docs as well as recieve 
assignments on Google Classroom.

Accustomed to  using 
personal Google accounts, many 
students were concerned about 
the lack of privacy when web 

browsing and sending emails using 
a Google account. In exchange 
for having a free email address, 
Google is able to analyze email 
content and web browsing habits 
to tailor specific ads to each user.

“Sometimes, when I search 
specific things on [my personal 
Google account] for a significant 
amount of time, later on I’ll see 
adds on different websites for 
products relating to past searches,” 
said Junior Noah Stanton.

“[The Google accounts KO 

is using] is a different system than 
the regular system, because we 
are part of an educational domain, 
different than the private Gmail 
[system]” said Ms. Sciglimpagia. 
Through using the educational 
platform Google provides its 
services to institutions without ads.

According to the privacy 
statement on Google’s support 
forums: “Google Apps for Educa-
tion services doesn’t collect or 
use student data for advertising 
purposes or create ad profiles”. 
While both Gmail for consumers 
and educational institutions 
run on the same infrastructure, 
they each have a different set of 
security policies. Google apps 
for education also allows for 
additional security, adminis-
trative and archiving controls 
for network administrators. 

As specified in their secu-
rity policy, Google does scan 
emails to keep customers secure, 
prevent viruses, and to prevent 
spam but emails are not read or 
scanned for advertising purposes. 

Director of Technology 
Danie l  Bateson a lso  sa id 
that Google does not scan 
emails sent by KO students 
in order to place specific ads.

“[Google] can scan your 
email for very specific purposes, 
including: for: spell check, copy-
righted material, and illegal 
content, but they do not sell it 
to third parties, so you do not 
see any ads,” said Mr. Bateson.

Sophomore Sharif Mutaism 
does not agree with Google’s 
policy of scanning emails. “I do 
not feel comfortable with Google 
checking on my emails. I think it 
is an invasion of privacy,” he said. 

Junior Grace Amell said 
she disagreed with Sharif. “I 
think it is helpful that Google is 
able to monitor our emails, for 
anything that can be potentially 
dangerous or harmful to a student 
or their computer. However, this 
arouses suspicion that Google 
is looking for more than just 
illegal material,” said Grace.

Mr. Bateson said that only 
Google  “super administrators” 
are able to access specific student 
emails. Super administrators arre 
responsible for the control of the 
network and Google accounts. 
“Only a super administrator can see 
the emails. Google has a product 
called Google Vault that archives 
every email,” said Mr. Bateson. 

Mr. Bateson, the only super 
administrator at Kingswood 
Oxford, said he does not check 
student emails unless promoted by 
administration or law enforcement.

“I only look [at emails] if 
directed by someone”, said Mr. 
Bateson. Mr. Bateson said that if 
an email is checked it normally 
has to do with some disciplinary 
issue. Mr. Bateson said that emails 
are neither monitored randomly.

Assistant Head of School 
for Student Life Carolyn McKee 
said she agreed with Mr. Bateson.  

“[I am] not able to access student 
information. As an administrator 
I do not have any special rights 
to Gmail… I cannot access any 
student’s accounts,” she said. 

Ms. Sciglimpagia said that 
student email accounts would 
only be checked if the security 
and safety of students were at 
risk. She said that in the case of 
cyber-bullying, the administration 
would be able to locate and read 
emails sent to other users on King-
swood Oxford’s email domain. 

Junior Emilie Sienko said 
she agreed that student accounts 
should be monitored in the name 
of student safety. “I believe that 
KO should have access to Google 
Accounts. This would create a 
safer and more secure commu-

A student uses his KO Gmail account. Photo by Lexi Banasiewicz ’16

“Sometimes when I 
search specific things 
on my [personal 
Google account] a 
significant amount 
of time, later on I’ll 
see ads on different 
websites for prod-
ucts realting to past 
searches.”

– Noah Stanton

“[I am] not able 
to access student 
information. As 
an administrator 
I do not have any 
special rights to 
Gmail.”

- Ms. McKee

nity for students at KO,” she said. 
When signing the hand-

book, students agree to comply 
with Kingswood Oxford’s Internet 
usage policy.  According to the 
handbook: “Users of our local 
network, our computers, and our 
connection to the World Wide 
Web (Internet) are expected to 
behave in a manner consistent 
with the values of our community.” 

Students are expected to act 
in accordance with the principles of 
the community both online and on 
campus.When logging into Google 
Chrome with a Kingswood Oxford 
email address, many users noticed 
a pop-up mandating the linking 
of account data to kingswood-
oxford.org. Junior Ryan Silvers 
said the pop up suprised him. “I 
was concerned that KO would 
have access to my account pass-
words and autofills,” said Ryan.

While your Google Chrome 
profile is linked to  the kingswoo-
doxford.org emil account, KO 

has no access to web browsing 
history, passwords, bookmarks 
or autofill data. Only in the case 
of a police investigation or disci-
plinary concern would emails 
have the potential to  be accessed.

Whi le  Gmai l  can  be 
accessed remotely, student Internet 
usage can be monitored while on 
campus. While accessing the 
Internet, each user has a distinct 
IP or Internet Protocol number.

Mr. Bateson said that 
while difficult, he has the ability 
to see each user’s bandwidth 
trends.  Through looking at 
bandwidth trends Mr. Bateson is 
able to tell if a student has been 
streaming large amounts of video.

Ms. McKee said that Mr. 
Bateson has the ability to get and 
analyze usage trends. She said that 
a few years ago, it was discov-
ered that YouTube usage made 
up a large part of the bandwidth 
used. “You cannot see specific 
sites people are on. You can 
see that [a] computer is  on the 
network, but you cannot see the 
site they are on” said Ms. McKee.

Ms. Sciglimpagia said that 
KO does not check Internet usage 
continuously, but that the network 
has the capability to be monitored.  

The monitoring of student 
Internet usage is a responsibility 
of all school districts or indi-
vidual institutions as mandated 
by The Children’s Interna-
tional Protection Act, enacted 
by Congress 15 years ago.

 This legislation requires 
that schools create an internet 
safety plan mandating how to 
proceed in the case of the release, 
use, and dissemination of personal 
identif icat ion information. 

Nancy Willard, Director of 
the Responsible Netizen Institute, 
said that districts are mandated to 

monitor Internet usage. “[The Chil-
dren’s International Protect Act] 
requires districts to monitor student 
use of the Internet,” she said.

Sophomore Neil Hemnani 
said that network monitoring 
is not beneficial. “I don’t think 
it is a productive use of KO’s 
resources. Students signed an 
Internet usage agreement in the 
handbook and student’s compli-
ance should be trusted,” he said.  

With the switch to Google 
many students said they were 
concerned about the use of the cloud 
to store documents and messages.

Sophomore Varun Tankala 
said he takes precautions when 
using the cloud. “I trust Google’s 
cloud, but also make sure to 
back up my data to a flash drive 
or external hard drive,” he said.

Mr. Martinez said that 
he believes that the cloud is a 
safe place to store data. “I think 
[the] cloud makes some people 
really nervous, but in some 
ways it is safer than carrying 
around flash drives,” he said. 

Ms. Sciglimpagia said she 
agreed with Mr. Martinez. She 
said that if the cloud were to fail 
it would be a global problem, 
rather than one just for KO.  

Mr. Bateson also said he 
trusts the cloud. “I feel like Google 
has the resources and is known to 
be on the cutting edge of security. 
I put as much faith in Google’s 
ability to protect their servers 
as I do for KO to do,” he said.

While some students view 
internet monitoring as invasive, 
the protection of children on the 
internet is mandated by congress. 
Kingswood Oxford’s internet 
policy is in accordance with 
existing legislation to both protect 
and ensure the privacy of the user. 

When linking Gmail accounts to Google Chrome, users were greeted by this message. Photo courtesy of Alec Rossi ’17
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A fast-attacking veteran 
girls varsity soccer team is 
starting the season off strong 
with an impressive undefeated 
record and a flair for the dramatic 
with two wins and one tie.

The team tied the Williston 
Northampton School on Saturday, 
Sept. 26, at home by a score of 
0-0. Last year on the road the 
girls won 2-1 versus the Wildcats. 

Senior Co-captain Marissa 
Aniolowski said she was disap-
pointed with not winning, but 
a tie against a strong team 
like Williston Northampton is 
nothing to be ashamed with.

“It was a very physical game, 
and both teams were very aggres-
sive in trying to score,” said senior 
defender Mackenzie McDonald, 
“Unfortunately, although there 
were a lot of opportunities, the 
team couldn’t put one in the net. 
It was a hard-fought game and 
we are proud of the shutout.”

The game prior to the 
Williston game was a 2-1 nail 
biter against Miss Porter ’s 

Girls soccer remains undefeated 
with dramatic home-opener win

School on Monday, Sept. 21. 
The Wyverns gave up their 1-0 
advantage, but won the game 
on a last-minute header by 
Aniolowski that had been set up 
by junior forward Sam March.

“We were sluggish to 
start against a talented and fast 
Miss Porter’s team. The girls 
were not as up for that game as 
they were against Wilbraham,” 
said Head Coach Tracy Deeter. 

“It opened their eyes that 
its not going to be easy and just 
expect a win because there are 

other talented teams. We were 
able to persevere and even when 
they tied it up we kept fighting 
and got a goal in final minute.”

The players agreed with their 
coach and were also proud of their 
performance in their home opener. 

“Miss Porter’s was a hard-
fought game where we didn’t give 
up,” said Co-captain midfielder 
and defender Kelly Maloney. 

“We scored early in the game 
and kept the lead until the second 
half when they tied it up. We did 
not give up, played hard every 
second and in the last 48 seconds, 
Sam March sent a corner in which 
was hit into the back of the net by 
Marissa. It was a great win and 
I’m really proud of the team.”

In the season opener on 
Saturday, Sept. 16, the girls 
crushed Wilbraham & Monson 
Academy 4-1. “Wilbraham was 
a game in which we played really 
hard all game,” said Maloney. 
“They are always a very tough 
competitor against us and since 
we lost by one goal last year, we 
all really wanted to win. We got 
great performances from our 

forward line, Sam March, Emily 
Kirton and Emma Outlette.”

This team has seven seniors, 
whereas last year’s team only 
had three seniors. With a lot of 
seasoned players Coach Deeter’s 
aspirations for this team are high. 

“Our expectations are 
high. We have a solid group of 
returners who found great success 
last year,” said Coach Deeter. 
“One of our goals is to get back 
to the tournament and to actu-
ally believe we can compete.”

Coach Deeter is refer-
ring to the team’s 4-0 defeat to 
Rivers last year in the tournament.

Maloney said one of their 
biggest strengths is also one 
of their biggest weaknesses. 

“Our biggest weakness is, 
since we play hard, in practices 
and games, a lot of injuries have 
become evident this season,” said 
Maloney. “Brittney Schwartz tore 
her ACL in one of our scrimmages, 
and she could have contrib-
uted a lot to our team this year.”

Even though it is early 
in the season, one player has 
really impressed Coach Deeter. 

by Gabe Wolman’16

Wyvern football loses shootout 
thriller in home opener, 50-48

After losing their first 
home game of the season 50-48 
to Hamden Hall Country Day 
School on Saturday, Sept. 26, 
the KO varsity football team is 
looking to progress through their 
season with a winning mentality. 

“The loss was difficult, but 
we need to pick our heads up and 
get ready for the next game,” said 
Co-captain Jacob Hallenbeck 
referring to varsity football’s first 
home game of the season defeat to 
Hamden Hall Country Day School. 

“We want to start the 
season off strong,” he said, “and 
we are determined to get to the 
championship. We look to be a 
very good team this season with 
many returners and new players.” 

Sophomore offensive and 
defensive lineman Christian Vitti 
was motivated after their first 
home game of the season loss. 

“It was not everybody’s best 
game and we need to come back 
for our next game more prepared 
and determined to win,” Vitti said.

After their first home game 
of the season, Head Coach Jason 
Martinez motivated his players to 
lift their heads after the loss and 
be prepared to win the next game. 

“Starting off with a loss 
is tough but getting to the bowl 
game is still reachable. The loss 
motivates us to be better,” said 
Head Coach Martinez. “Every-
body plays a role and each 

by Nick Ravalese ’17 member of the football team 
contributes to the program.”  

The team expectations for 
the season are to improve on 
their mistakes from their losses 
and prepare to win each game. 

“We need to come out 
to each game strong and deter-
mined to win,” said Co-captain 
Koby Quansah. “We have to 
lean from our mistakes and 
improve from our losses if we 
want to get to the championship.” 

Hallenbeck said veterans 
will play a key role. “The 
returning seniors look to make 
an impact this season and help 
motivate the rest of the team to 
play to have the mentality to fight 
and come out strong for every 
game,” he said. “We want to 
win as many games as we can.”

Hallenbeck and Quansah  
sa id  they’re  p leased and 
impressed with many of the 
returning and new players’ 
performances so far this season. 

“The retuning seniors have 
been stepping up in the games 
have been leaders to the younger 
players on the team.” Hallenbeck 
said. “I think the retuning seniors 
are going to make an impact on 
this season and the new players 
have looked strong in practice 
and our games this season. I 
think we are going to have a lot 
of fun and win (games) this year.”       

 Hallenbeck also said 
that the assistant coaches 
had stepped up in the short 

absence of Coach Martinez due 
to the coach’s  recent injury. 

“Coach  Gi lya rd  and 
Coach Matt Kocay stepped up 
in Coach Martinez’s absence. 
They both contributed to moti-
vating making the team prepared 
for our games,” said Hallen-
beck. “They really helped out 
the team and were good leaders.” 

F o r t u n a t e l y  C o a c h  
Martinez’ absence was short, 
and he was able to continue 
wi th  coach ing  the  t eam. 

The team is motivated to 
win the rest of their games in 
the season in order to get to the 
Bowl Game. “The goal of the 
season is to get to the champi-
onship and Bowl game,” said 

“Kelly Maloney has done a 
fantastic job doing multiple posi-
tions in central defense and in 
the central midfield,” said Coach 
Deeter. “Central midfield is new 
position for her, and she has 
done a great job controlling the 
game and organizing the team.”

Maloney sa id  she  i s 
enjoying learning the new 
aspects  of the game that 
come with her new position.   

Another player who has 
played well is the player who 
scored the game winner against 
Miss Porter’s, Aniolowski, and also 
sophomore defender Julia Lanteri. 

“Marissa Aniolowski has 
really stood out and has taken 
control of the midfield this year, 
and Julia Lanteri has really created 
many turnovers for the other team in 
the defensive line,” said Maloney.

The team’s goal scorers 
are sophomore Ellie Bavier 
with three goals, Aniolowski 
with one, senior Emily Kirton 
with one, and March with one.

The team’s next game is 
against the Millbrook School at 
home tommorow on Friday Oct. 2.

Hallenbeck. “The whole team 
needs to work hard in order for 
us to get to the championship.” 

Quansah said the team will 
have to work hard to reach post-
season play. “The Bowl game is 
reachable for the team, but we will 
have to fight to win each game and 
learn from our early loss.” he said.

The team accomplished 
reaching the Bowl game last year 
and looks determine to do it again. 

“Losing the first home game 
of the season is difficult,” Coach 
Martinez said, “but getting to the 
Bowl game is still reachable. We 
will have to deal with the loss and 
use it to win the rest of our games. “ 

The team will look to 
improve and progress through the 

season with a win at their next home 
game against St. Thomas Moore 
School on Saturday, October 3rd.

The Wyverns line up on defense against Hamden Hall Country Day School in the season-opener on Saturday, Sept. 26. 
Photo by Luke Gioffre ’17.

We want to start 
the season off 
strong and we 
are determined 
to get to the 
championship.                         
– Christian Vitti

“In the last 48 
seconds, Sam 
March sent a 
corner in which 
was hit into the 
back of the net by 
Marissa.”  
  – Kelly Maloney 
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Girls soccer remains undefeated 
with dramatic home-opener win

Volleyball bumps up their record

Veteran boys soccer adds to solid 
start with a tough away victory

The boys varsity soccer team 
sets their sights on succeeding in 
every game this year by working 
hard and playing as a unit. 

The team won 1-0 under 
the lights on Friday, September 
25,  at  Cheshire Academy. 

It was a hard-fought game, 
but the Wyverns held control 
over the  game after a goal 
midway through the first half in 
front of a raucous crowd. It is an 
encouraging road win because 
the team had none last season. 

Head Coach Peter Jones said 
that this year the focus will be on 
working hard and improving as 
players and teammates every day. 

The team plays in the pres-
tigious Founder’s League, which 
Coach Jones said means that they 
have a tough schedule day in and 
day out. However, he said that 
most of the players are returners, 
so they know what it will take for 
them to compete on a daily basis. 

by Ryan Nesbit ‘16

by Ben Putterman ’17

“They all have a 
responsibility to 
be their own best 
coach.”          
    – Coach Jones

“It’s hard to know how good some 
kids are without actually playing 
against them,” Coach Jones said. 
“I think everyone appreciates what 
we have to do to be successful.”

Coach Jones said the team’s 
understanding of what they need 
to do to compete was eminent 
in their contest against Loomis. 
The Wyverns lead 1-0 after the 
first half, but fresh legs propelled 
Loomis to a 2-1 second half lead. 

KO came back to tie the 
game at 2-2, but Loomis ultimately 
pulled ahead with a late-game goal 
to win by a final score of 3-2. 

Senior Co-captain Zach 
Hoffman said that the Loomis game 
showed one of their weaknesses: 
a short bench. “It just means that 
everyone will have to push through 
fatigue and injuries in order to 
help the team,” Hoffman said. 

The team demonstrated 
mental and physical strength against 
Cheshire, holding their 1-0 lead 
despite only using one substitute.

Games like those against 
Loomis and Canterbury also 
show one of the team’s strengths: 
playing hard. KO lost 3-2 to 
Canterbury, but they “played hard 

and played well, just not well 
enough to win,” said Coach Jones. 

Hoffman said that the team 
was missing senior defenders 
Brad Bowers and Austin Briggs 
during that game, but they were 
still able to play hard and compete. 

While Coach Jones said 
he was disappointed with the 
loss, he wasn’t disappointed 
with the way the team played. “I 
expect nothing less than to play 
hard and to play well,” Coach 
Jones said, “which we did.” 

The team’s effort has 
translated to one win thus far. 
The team claimed a 5-0 victory 
over Watkinson, a game in 
which Coach Jones said that the 
Wyverns were simply the better 
team. He said that everybody 
got to play a lot, and that it was 
a good way to start the season, 
being that it was their first game.

Another one of the advan-
tages the team has over others is 
their camaraderie. Coach Jones 
said that having such a large group 
of seniors who are all friends will 
definitely translate to the field. 

S o p h o m o r e  B i l l y 
Appleton said that the chem-
istry extends throughout the 
entire team, not just the seniors. 

“Everybody on the team 
gets along well, and the seniors 
have welcomed newcomers 
with open arms,” Appleton 
said. “We think it should help 

us play together on the field.” 
While both Coach Jones 

and Hoffman pointed to senior 
Co-captain Jack Wolf, who is 
a four-year varsity starter, as a 
source of leadership, they also both 
said that they will collectively push 
each other to be better every day. 

“We have a large group 
of seniors who will play a 
lot,” said Coach Jones. “They 
all have a responsibility to 
be their own best coach.” 

Hoffman said the team 
expects themselves to win, as 
they should, but mostly they 
expect to compete every time 
they step onto the field. Coach 
Jones echoed this message.

“If we are able to play to our 
strengths, teamwork and playing 
a full 90 minutes every game, 
we will have had a successful 
season,” said Coach Jones

“He’s really 
supportive, always 
helps to moti-
vate us, and he 
will always pick 
us back up when 
we’re down.”
–Morgan Risinger 

The varsity volleyball 
team is preparing for a hopeful 
season on the court after finishing 
with a record of 5-10 last year. 

After two pre-season games 
against Glastonbury High School 
and Loomis Chaffee School, the 
team began their long campaign of 
matches against Hopkins School. 

With such a deep and young 
team, including two freshmen 
and four sophomores, everyone 
participated in the game and 
contributed in an important way. 

The girls went on to win 
3-1 in a tight and exciting match. 
The last game consisted of a 
long battle for the winning point. 
The intensity rose as the teams 
went back and forth until the 
Wyverns finally put Hopkins away.

In their second match of the 
season, the girls again won 3-1 
against Williston-Northampton. 
After losing the first set, they 
worked together to finish the 
match strongly. Sophomore 
Co-captain Emma Smith had a 
strong performance in the match.

With a loss in the first 
game, they found themselves 
down 16 points but came back 
due to impressive serving by 
sophomore Skylar Barron. Barron 
served 12 winning points in a row 

to help the girls erase the deficit.
T h i s  y e a r ,  s e n i o r 

Co-captain Morgan Risinger 
and  Smi th  led  the  team. 

“ M o rg a n  i s  a  g r e a t 
capta in ,”  sa id  sophomore 
Isabella Pratt. “She is a leader 
on the court with her attitude.” 

L a s t  y e a r  R i s i n g e r 
competed as a libero, a player 
who has certain responsibilities 
but specializes in defense. She 
has since transitioned to be an 

outside hitter on the team this year.
Smith is known as one 

of the best setters on the team 
as well as a player who can be 
set up for kills of her own. As 
a sophomore captain, Smith 

It just means that 
everyone will have 
to push through 
fatigue and inju-
ries in order to 
help the team.         
   – Zach Hoffman

controls the game very well and is 
extremely effective on the court.

Although the team has a 
number of strengths, Head Coach 
Scott McDonald works each and 
every practice in order to make 
sure they get better as a group. 

“Mr. McDonald is an 
awesome coach,” said Risinger. 
“ H e ’s  r e a l l y  s u p p o r t i v e , 
always helps to motivate us, 
and he will always pick us 
back up when we’re down.”

Junior outside hitter Noah 
Stanton agreed. “He is extremely 
encouraging and always  willing to 
work one on one with any players 
who need extra help,” said Stanton.

The team has focused on 
skill development as well as 
repetition in practice. Recently, 
they have been working on the 
basics: passing and hitting, as 
well as timing on their blocking.

Specifically, they are trying 
to focus on their first passes to 
the setter and back row passing. 
“Back row passing is key to 
winning volleyball games, so 
if we get better at that, then 
our season will be off to an 
even better start,” said Barron. 

In addition, the team 
dynamic has improved since 
last year. Several girls think the 
team is better because they are 
able to work together and know 

how to pick each other up. “Our 
practices are so much fun, we 
do a lot of scrimmaging which 
helps all of us become closer as 
a team, which is really impor-
tant in volleyball,” said Risinger.

The team hoped to improve 
even further as they compete at 
Ethel Walker School, yesterday. 
Their next home match is this 
at 3 p.m., this Saturday, Oct. 
3 against Suffield Academy. 

Junior Isabella Pratt prepares for a kill. Photo by David Newman

A huddle during the Chesire Academy game. Photo courtesy of Trever Krupp.
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Players of the

Moment:
Seniors Koby Quansah 

and Kelly Maloney
by Ryan Nesbit ’16 

and Austin Lemkuil ’16

Senior varsity football 
Co-Captain Koby Quansah is the 
embodiment of what it means to 
be a leader. He has been since he 
joined the KO community, but his 
journey to nationally ranked line-
backer and role model to many 
began way back in sixth grade. 

Quansah started playing 
Manchester midget football in 
sixth grade, and he had a knack 
for it that was evident right 
away. While he was a very good 
player, he didn’t play for college 
scholarships; he played for fun. 
As he grew older, he began to 
realize that he had potential, so he 
began working hard every day to 
become a better football player. 
“The game taught me positive 
work ethics from an early age, 
and they have stuck with me 
throughout my life,” Quansah said. 

Varsity Head Football 
Coach Jason Martinez would 
definitely agree, as he praised 
Quansah’s work ethic. “In all my 
years of coaching, I’ve never had 
a young man who sacrificed so 
much for his team, family, and 
program,” he said. “He is typi-
cally the first person on the field 
and the last to leave each day.” 

It is through this work 
ethic that Quansah leads. Team-
mate senior Nye Deskus said that 
Quansah is inspiring. “I admire his 
work ethic,” he said. “Regardless of 
the fact that he’s already one of the 
strongest and fastest players in our 
league, he still runs extra sprints 
after practice and does whatever he 
can to get into the weight room.”  

Assistant Football Coach 
Jack Murphy said that Quansah has 
always possessed these leadership 
qualities. “He’s been a leader since 

he came in as a freshman,” he said. 
“Kids that were older than him 
looked up to him as a freshman.”

Coach Martinez said that 
Quansah’s attitude on the field 
inspires and motivates the team. 
“He is a workhorse, and he never 
complains and never wants to 
come off the field,” he said. 

Quansah said that he has to 
thank his mom for giving him that 
attribute. “My mom works day and 
night, and she never complains, 
so I can’t complain either, even 
when things get tough,” he said. 

Coach Mar t inez  sa id 
that above all else, what sepa-
rates Quansah from everybody 
else is his character. “The best 
quality Koby possesses is that 
he stayed humble throughout 
the entire [recruiting] process,” 
he said. “He never gloated or 
bragged; rather he remained an 
ambassador of the school and 
did his job like a professional.” 

On the field, Quansah 
has been nothing short of a star. 
During his freshman year he 
led the entire league in tackles, 
playing the entire season with a 
strained hip flexor. Coach Martinez 
recalled this as his favorite 
memory while coaching Quansah. 

Quansah will be attending 
and playing football at Duke 
University next year. Quansah said 
that he chose Duke among his 35 
suitors because of the honesty of the 
coaching staff and the academics 
that Duke has to offer. “KO taught 
me the importance of finding a 
good academic school, so Duke 
was the right fit for me,” he said.

Coach Martinez said that he 
saw how much Quansah valued a 
good education. “How much he 
stresses the academics and life 
after football is truly unique for 
a player of his stature,” he said. 

Quansah said that his atti-
tude towards academics has been 

key to his success. “I have always 
made sure I do what I need to in 
the classroom, so I can do what 
I love: play football,” he said. 

As Quansah prepares for his 
last season officially as a Wyvern, 
he will always be a Wyvern at heart, 
said Coach Martinez. “I know first 
hand how much the KO commu-
nity has meant to Koby,” he said.  
“The community has embraced 
Koby like a son, and I know he is 
grateful for that privilege; he will 
be representing this program and 
our school with honor and dignity.” 

Over the past four years, 
KO has witnessed the growth of 
surely one of the all-time great 
Wyverns, in both athletics and 
character. Quansah will surely 
carry his Wyvern pride with him 
to Duke and embody the KO spirit 
as well as anyone could ever hope. 

Senior girls varsity soccer 
Co-captain Kelly Maloney has 
been playing soccer for as long as 
she can remember. From learning 
to play the game at 6-years old to 
becoming a varsity captain and 
starter, Maloney’s love for the 
game has only grown stronger.

Maloney began her soccer 
career playing travel for Avon at 
only 6-years old. While she started 
to get better and love the game 
even more, she went on to play 
travel and CFC at the same time. 

“I played on two different 
teams for three years which was 
very time demanding.” Maloney 
said. “I didn’t mind playing 
soccer that much, though, because 
I was doing what I loved.” 

In sixth grade, Maloney 
joined FSA and played there for a 
couple years. However, she missed 
her old travel team so in eighth 

grade, she rejoined travel. Maloney 
then went on to winning the state 
cup championship that year. 

“Winning the championship 
was a huge accomplishment for 
me and the rest of my team.” said 
Maloney. “It was very rewarding 
when we won because all of the 
long hours we put in were worth it.”

Maloney said that soccer has 
always been important to her. “I 
like how the game works your body 
and your mind.” said Maloney. 
“You have to be physically in shape 
but also you need to be thinking 
at every moment if I get the ball 
where am I going to play it next.” 

While Maloney is a three-
sport athlete at KO, she says that 
soccer is her favorite. She said that 
soccer has been a big part of her 
life, and she loves the fact that it is 
a fast-moving and physical game. 

She also admires the team 
aspect of the game. “I love soccer 
so much because there is not 
one player that can make a team 
and it’s really about everyone 
on the field working as a unit.”

Head Coach Tracy Deeter 
said that she admires Maloney’s 
teamwork and leadership. “She’s 
commited to the team 100 percent 
and willing to do whatever is 
nessesary so that the team can 
find success.” said Coach Deeter. 

Maloney has been a four-
year varsity player and, while 
finding success in her previous 
years at KO, was asked to change 
positions this year. Maloney played 
outside back last year but switched 
to central back and central mid 
this year. “I’ve enjoyed playing a 
new position this year.” she said. 
“I’ve really grown comfortable 
with being on a field playing with 
and against some great players.”

 While Coach Deeter 
admires Maloney’s willingness to 
change positions, she also admires 
the leaderhip role that Maloney 

has taken. “She holds herself to 
a high standard and expects the 
same of her teammates at prac-
tice.” said Coach Deeter. “She’s 
a very positive and approachable 
player which makes it easy for 
younger players to ask questions. 
Her approachability is an asset.” 

Maloney often leads by 
example but has done a great job 
being more vocal with sorting 
out marks. She said that the role 
of being a leader on the team has 
meant a lot to her. “I think the 
role of being a captain for me is 
being able to lead by example and 
even if we are losing by a lot, to 
be the one person to keep a posi-
tive mind and remind people to 
never give up.” said Maloney.” 

The girls varsity soccer 
team has been off to a great start 
this year beginning the season at 
2-0-1. Led by Maloney, KO beat 
Wilbraham and Monson 4-1, and 
Maloney was nominated by the 
opposing coach as player of the 
game. The team also beat Miss 
Porter’s 2-1 with Maloney playing 
the full 80 minutes of the game.

With all of her individual 
achievements, Maloney said 
that she could not be successful 
without the rest of her team. 

“I want to put a shoutout to 
my amazing team.” said Maloney. 
“We work so well together and 
we could not achieve what we do 
without playing hard every day 
and understanding each person’s 
strengths and weaknesses.” 

Maloney said that she 
intends to play soccer in college, 
playing either club or walking on to 
the team. “I would love to continue 
playing in the future, whether 
competive or just for fun,” she said.  

She plans to end her senior 
season with a bang and even a 
championship. “I would love to see 
our team continue being succesful 
and just have fun,” she said. 

Varsity football Co-captain Koby Quansah.
 Photo by Lexi Banasiewicz ’16.

Varsity soccer Co-captain Kelly Maloney.
 Photo by Lexi Banasiewicz ’16.

Ex-Huskie hoopster is KO’s new AD
It is this administrative posi-

tion, combined with her years as 
a player, which now allow Mrs. 
Fiske to successfully empathize 
with the student athletes here on the 
KO campus. “There are students 
here who say ‘I’m not good 
enough to play at college,’ and 
you might not be playing Division 
one. But the message I’d like to 
send out is, if you want to continue 
your sport in college, there is 
always a place,” Mrs. Fiske said. 

Drawing on her  past 
experiences and using this 
message, Mrs. Fiske already 

has plans for the direction of 
the KO athletic program, only 
a month into the school year.

“I want athletics to be 
more competitive at every level, 
to increase the pride involved 
with making these teams…
but at the same time I want to 
offer a place for the people who 
say ‘I don’t have an athletic 
bone in my body’,” she said. 

Seen in her desire to bring 
in college coaches to talk to KO 
athletes and her goal of working 
alongside Head of college advising 
Mrs. Santiago, Mrs. Fiske has 
generated a clear message: at 
KO, and in college, there are 

places in athletics for everyone. 
Mrs. Fiske also plans to 

increase the feeder program 
for the KO varsity teams. 

“When the Yankees were 
good, they had a great farm system, 
and the players we love all went 
through that system,” she said. “It 
wasn’t about buying the million- 
dollar player, it was about growth.” 

By working closely with 
Middle School coaches and 
teams, as well as bringing in new 
freshmen, Mrs. Fiske said she 
hopes to create a similar culture 
of a farm system here at KO. 

“The fun thing I learned 
at UConn is, when you’re 

trying to change a culture, it 
can be amazing to be a part 
of those changes,” she said. 

Judging  by  her  pas t 
successes, both on the court and 
in school offices, Mrs. Fiske 
is well equipped to become 
the catalyst for some amazing 
changes right here at KO.

“It’s the little things, behind 
the scenes – presentation, how 
you conduct yourself, the things 
we take for granted. The whole 
thing in general is the little things 
in sports, and I never would 
have been able to do any of this 
without learning that,” she said . 

 

Kelly       
Maloney

Koby 
Quansah

“I want athletics 
to be more 
competitive at 
every level, to 
increase the pride 
involved with 
making these 
teams.”

- Debbie Fiske

Continued from Page 8
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This year the varsity girls 
and boys cross country teams 
have joined together to create 
one team; they practice together, 
travel together, and support each 
other during each others races.

   Both teams have started 
the year off with a couple of great 
races so far. On September 26, they 
all traveled to Choate Rosemary 
Hall for an invitational scrim-
mage. The invitational included 
schools such as Choate Rose-
mary Hall, Loomis, Westmin-
ister, Exeter and Trinity Pawling. 

“[It was] good for our 
runners to see that they can compete 
with various school,” Boys Head 
Coach Fritz Goodman said. 

Senior Co-captain Mick 
Hains had a great race on a very 
tough course, coming in sixth 
overall with a time of 17:57.

Other notable boys runners 
were junior Owen Cottehus 
(20 :11) ,  sophomore  Kyle 
Zimmerman (20:29), junior Noah 
Hawks-Lads (21:46) and senior 

Boys and girls cross country 
kick off season on the right foot
by Kelly Maloney ‘16 Andrew Zimmerman (21:56 ). 

Overall the team placed 
better than they did last year, 
which was a great improvement.

 The boys team expects to 
have a better season than last year. 
“Compared to last year, we have 
a lot more strength in terms of 
varsity runners,” said Co-captain 
Kyle McLaughlin. “I have high 
hopes for the upcoming meets.” 

One advantage that the KO 
team has is that they started school 
before many of their competitors 
and had tough practices during the 
preseason – an advantage that many 
boarding schools don’t have. “[We] 
wanted to make sure our kids took 
advantage of that opportunity and 
worked hard the first couple weeks 
of school,” said Coach Goodman. 

The team also has some great 
new additions, including freshman 
Thaddeus Alexis (sixth finisher 
for KO at Choate), sophomore 
David Boley (10th finisher for 
KO at Choate) and freshman Luke 
Rieman (who didn’t run at Choate, 
but had a really great time trial).

The girls team also raced 

strong at the Choate Invitational. 
“Choate was a really good starting 
point,” said Senior Co-captain 
Kathryn Adams. “[It was a] really 
good way to set goals for our 
team and each runner personally, 
it was also a really good way to 
get our 10 new runners experience 
to get them ready for ‘real’ meets 
so they know what to expect.”  

Veterans who ran in this 
race included junior Chloe Ezzo, 
senior Lexi Delucia, junior Laura 
Polley, Adams and senior Kaleigh 
Sanders. The novice runners 
included freshman Mckenzie Phiel, 
eighth-grader Maggie Eberle, 
sophomore Christina Daniels 
and freshman Taline Norsigian. 

Head Girls Tricia Watson 
agreed with Adams that Choate 
was a good start, “[It was a] great 
beginner meet for the year, it was 
non scoring meet so the runners got 
to figure out their personal goals.”

 The girls team, similar to the 
boys, are expected to have a better 
year than last. According to Adams, 
the team has a solid top three and 
a pack of four who isn’t too far 
behind; they all stick together and 
all four come in close to each other. 

A great addition to the 
team that they were lacking last 
year is Ezzo, who didn’t run last 
year due to a foot injury. Another 
two great newcomers to the 
team are Phiel, who’s the No. 2 
runner and Eberle, who’s only 
15 seconds behind Phiel. Even 
though they have new additions, 
many upperclassmen returners are 
contributing much to the lineup. 

Coach Watson says they 
are “building a dynasty,” with 10 
new freshmen looking up to the 
juniors and seniors. This year is 
said to be so different from last 
year: the team consisted of 11 

girls last year; now the team has a 
full seven veteran runners and full 
novice team, which in all include 
21 girls – the biggest numbers 
the team has seen in four years.

This past Saturday the 
girls and boys teams traveled to 
Canterbury School for an exciting 
Canterbury Invitational. The 
invitational hosted both Divi-
sion 1 and Division 2 teams that 
included Hotchkiss, Loomis 
Chaffee and Westminster. KO 
ran against the Division 2 teams 
such as Marianapolis, Canterbury, 
Masters, Ethel Walker and Chesire. 

The boys had an impres-
sive start to the season. Hains 
took second place in the meet and 
Cottehaus finished 10th. “There 
were many personal best times 
from last year’s meet and some 
stellar performances,” Hains said. 

M c L a u g h l i n ,  K y l e 
Zimmerman, Noah Hawks-Ladds 
and Andrew Zimmerman followed 
Hains and Cottehaus in the lineup 
and all had great races as well.

The girls team did really 
well, despite the tough third mile, 
according to Adams. Coming 
in first for KO was Ezzo ran 
who ran 21:31, then Eberle 
who finished in a 22:38. Phiel 
came in third for KO at 23:20. 

Every girl  who raced 
beat her time at Choate. “That 
shows our progress in just one 
week, and we can’t wait to keep 
watching every runner improve,” 
said Adams. “Also, our last four 
came in strong within one minute 
and 30 seconds of each other.”

As said previously, the two 
teams (boys and girls) intermixed 
this year to create one team. There 
are now four coaches to help each 
runner with what their personal 
goals are and how they are going 

to go about achieving them. 
Assistant Boys Coach Ron 

Monroe and Coach Goodman have 
been coaching for over 30 years, so 
to have that experience as a coach 
helps the runners learn much more. 

“ [ H a v i n g  o n e  t e a m ] 
expands how many people there 
are to push you,” Coach Watson 
said. “Also, we enter meets as 
one big team; we are a force.” 

She said having both 
the girls and boys at one meet 
helps each other, with regard of 
pushing each other and cheering 
each other on. After the Canter-
bury Invitational, Adams said, 
“Everyone was cheering and 
running around for each other in 
both the guys and girls races, the 
spirit was awesome and I know it 
helped everyone push through.”

Their next race is  at 
Cheshire Academy at 3:45 
p.m. on Saturday, Oct.  3.

The varsity field hockey 
team looks to keep improving 
and work hard every day, even 
though they started off their 
season slow with a 0-2 record.

KO’s home season opener 
did not go as planned when they 
lost 3-1 to a strong Miss Porter’s 
team. Junior midfielder Grace 
Amell hit the ball off the corner, 
and sophomore midfielder Dakota 
McMahon tapped it in, giving 
KO their only goal of the game. 

KO dominated the ball 
for most of the game, however, 
their offensive skills were 
lacking, which would have 
allowed them to score more.

Junior midfielder Meredith 
Ferris said the team lost some 
of its momentum in this season 
opener. “As a team we should 
have stayed motivated and had 
more confidence in our abilities,” 
she said. “We also we need to 

communicate more on the field.” 
The team has a smaller 

bench this year compared to 
past years, making their games 
against tougher teams tougher to 
win. The lack of preparation and 
lack of subs to go into the game 
were two of the main reasons for 
the loss against Miss Porter’s.

“To win our upcoming games 
we need more conditioning,” said 
senior midfielder Rebecca Powers. 
“We also need to focus on our posi-
tioning while we are on the field.”

KO only has one field 
hockey team, JV and varsity 
combined, creating a clash of 
experienced players who have 
been playing for years practicing 
with beginners that are just started 
to learn how to play the game. 

“The team and I are opti-
mistic about our future games,” 
said junior forward Abigail 
McGuire. “We know we are a 
rather small team compared to 
our opponents, and our team is 

a mix of advanced and beginner 
level players, but if we work hard 
and work as a cohesive team, we 
will have a successful season.”

With the combination of 
only four subs and the extreme 
heat, KO’s stamina decreased as 
the game progressed, causing them 
not to be able to perform to the 
level of skill they were hoping for. 

The shortness on the 
bench extends further into the 
team’s locker room by only 
having four underclassmen. 
Two underclassmen s tand 

Short-handed field hockey struggles early 
by Will Gitlin ‘17 our including McMahon and 

freshmen midfielder Mia Seymour. 
“Dakota McMahon has 

improved her stick skills and 
her shooting skills have gotten 
much stronger,” said Amell. 
“Mia Seymour, who is new to 
field hockey, is really athletic, 
fast, and has picked up the game 
quickly. She will definately be a 
helpful midfielder for us this year.”

KO traveled to Williston this 
past Saturday, where they faced a 
very skilled opponent, according 
to Amell. The 7-0 score did not 
reflect how well they played. 

The team stuck with 
Williston for the first 20 minutes 
of the game, but as the game 
proceeded.  fat igue set  in. 

The Wyverns only had two 
subs because a few members of 
the team couldn’t be there; the 
short bench led to a lot of different 
girls playing positions that they 
wouldn’t normally play. Junior 
defender Tara Kilkenny an junior 

d goalie Alexander Burke both had 
great games, according to Amell.

As KO looks to improve 
on their 0-2 record, they will 
focus on skills such as commu-
nication and one-touch passes. 
“We will approach the upcoming 
games with a little more emphasis 
on our one touch passes,” said 
Head Coach Nikki  Blake. 
“Our hard work at practice 
will turn our season around.” 

Amell said that building 
skills is a top priority. “We have 
improved a lot since last year,” she 
said, “so even if we don’t come out 
with a win, we will take the chance 
to improve our skills and experi-
ence against the tougher teams. 
The easier teams on the schedule 
are Hamden Hall and St. Luke’s, 
two games the team hopes to win 
to improve on their slow start.

The team will face a strong 
Ethel Walker team, and then enter 
a tough streak where their next 
seven out of eight games are away.  

Senior Kaleigh Sanders and sophomore Christina Daniels fight side by side 
on a tough course at Canterbury Invitational. Photo by Hope Nemirow’16. 

Sophomore Kyle Zimmerman has 
a strong run at Canterbury Invita-
tional. Photo by Hope Nemirow ‘16.

“Our hard work 
at practice will 
turn our season 
around.”              

- Coach Blake

Lack of subs leads to game fatigue
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Wyvern Sports: 

An early autumn portfolio

The boys soccer team plays a close game with Cheshire Academy under the lights last Friday night. The Wyverns won 1-0. Photo by Hope Nemirow ’16.

Varsity cross country runner senior Kathryn Adams climbs a hill at the 
Canterbury Invitational last Saturday. Photo by Hope Nemirow’ 16.

Senior Emily Kirton drives down the field in a varsity soccer game. Photo 
by Brittany Schwartz ’16.

Junior Noah Hawks-Ladds, sophomore Thaddeus Alexis and senior Andrew Zimmerman lead the pack at the Canterbury 
Invitational last Saturday. Photo by Hope Nemirow ’16.


